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Tuesday 18th November, 2025

THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.

(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)

P R A Y E R S

* * * *

MR SPEAKER (MR KEORAPETSE): Pray be 
seated.

…Silence…

SPEAKER’S REMARKS
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Members. 
Good afternoon. Ke dumela gore kamoso, go Labobedi 
akere? Kamoso kana ka Labone ke ne ke batla go 
buisana le lona ka kapari ya diphathi mo Palamenteng. 
Ke na le ruling ya teng mme ke tlaa se ke ke e ntshe 
letsatsi leno. Honourable Members! Order!

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Let us start the business of today with 
the taking of an oath...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Pule. Ke ne 
ke re a re simololeng letsatsi la gompieno with the taking 
of an oath/affirmation of Allegiance by the recently 
elected Member of Parliament for Kgalagadi South 
Constituency. Honourable Members, the Secretary of 
Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) has since 
in terms of the Electoral Act Section 78 notified the 
Clerk of the National Assembly on the return of the 
writ, stating that the winner of the Kgalagadi South 
Constituency elections and gone on to publish the results 
in the Gazette. This process pave way for the member 
elect to take oath/affirmation to start their parliamentary 
duties. Nanabelang batlotlegi. Honourable Members, 
let me now call upon the Honourable Deputy Speaker 
and the Opposition Whip and ask them to bring the 
member elect to come and take oath/affirmation.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Tsweetswee Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, Honourable Hikuama re tleleng ka 
Mopalamente yo o sa tswang go tlhophiwa. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members. 
Honourable Sedombo ya kwa setilong sa gago.

…Silence…

MR SPEAKER: I shall now call upon the Clerk of the 
National Assembly Dr Gabriel Malebang to administer 
oath/affirmation.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
The following Honourable Member took the Oath of 
Allegiance:   

Honourable Joseph Tokyo Itumeleng Modise.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

…Silence…

MR SPEAKER: Clerk, a ko o atumele Mopalamente 
go na le sengwe se se tshwanetseng sa bo se sa tsamaya 
sentle.

…Silence…

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members. Order! Order! 
Honourable Members Order! Order! Ga go na bye-
election …(Laughter!)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR SPEAKER: Ga go na bye-election. How the office 
administered it, is prescribed. So, he must place his left 
hand on the Bible and raise his right hand.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Let us re-take the oath.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Members.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ke bye-election fela.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
The following Honourable Member took the Oath of 
Allegiance:   

Honourable Joseph Tokyo Itumeleng Modise.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, let me 
take this opportunity to congratulate the new Member of 
Parliament for Kgalagadi South Constituency, Mr Joseph 
Tokyo Modise on his election and welcome him to this 
Honourable House. Honourable Members, regarding 
the sitting arrangement, in terms of Order 14.1, “Every 
Member shall have a seat reserved for him or her by the 
Clerk and the seat shall be arranged in such a manner as 
may be decided by the Speaker, after consultation with 
the leaders of the parties represented in the Assembly.” 
Honourable Members, this has not yet been done. So, 
in the meantime, that would be Honourable Modise’s 
seat until full consultation has been done with Leader of 
the House, Leader of the Opposition and other leaders 
represented in this Parliament. So, we are done with the 
swearing-in of the new Member of Parliament (MP), let 
us now proceed with questions. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

STOCK THEFT CASES

MR V. B. PHOLOGOLO (KANYE WEST): asked 
the Minister for State President to brief this Honourable 
House on the number of stock theft cases that have been 
brought before courts in the last three (3) years and how 
many of these cases have been adjudicated and how 
many are still pending; the Minister to further state; 

(i)	 on average, how long it takes for such cases to be 
adjudicated; and 

(ii)	 how many of these crimes were committed by 
repeat offenders. 

MR MOTAOSANE: Mr Speaker, ke tlaa tswelela ke 
ntse ke e mo tseela.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR MOSANANA: Later date.

Later Date.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF CHILD WELFARE 
AND BASIC EDUCATION (MR HUNYEPA): 
Point of order. Mr Speaker, may we seek your clarity 
gore a mme ke gone gore any Honourable Member of 
Parliament o ka ema ka dinao a re ke tlaa e mo tseela, 
mme a sa rongwa jalo? 

MR SPEAKER: Ee, gone go batla a laetswe.

MR HUNYEPA: Is it in order for someone to mislead 
the House when go na le motho yo o filweng assignment 
ya go dira tiro eo?

MR SPEAKER: Ee, mathata a teng ke gore ba bangwe 
ba tsamaya fela ba sa laela ope. Jaanong ga le ka ke 
la tlogela fela ga kere, yo mongwe o tlaabo a re o a 
mo tseela mme ka fa ke utlwang ka teng, go raya gore 
Honourable Phologolo go lebega a laetse Honourable 
Mosanana.

MR MOSANANA: Go ntse jalo Mr Speaker, o ntaetse.

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, a re tsweleleng.

MR MOTAOSANE: Procedure. Mr Speaker, ke 
dumela gore batlotlegi ba ntsha Ntlo e mo tsamaisong 
ka gore jaaka re le Mapalamente jaana, go tseela 
Mopalamente yo mongwe potso a bona botlhokwa jwa 
gore e tshwanetse gore a arabiwe, ga go tlhoke gore o 
bo o laetse wa phathi ya gago. Se se botlhokwa ke gore 
potso e tsene, e arabiwe, setšhaba se utlwe gore o ne 
o romile, o dumalane le Mopalamente gore o ntseele 
potso foo neighbour. Sekai, Honourable Phologolo 
is my neighbour, re laelane fa a tsamaya a ya China. 
Jaanong e o e bua fela ka gore ba tswa kwa constituency 
ya Kanye botlhe and this is not right. It cannot be right. 

Honourable Member le ene ka fale ka fa a buang ka teng, 
gongwe le mo rute tsamaiso ya Palamente gore when 
you are a Member of Parliament, you are a Member 
of Parliament, o ka thusa Mopalamente mongwe le 
mongwe. Ga ke itse gore la re go la bokae. Le tshositswe 
ke eng?

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I have been in 
this House for quite some time. Mme se ke se lemogileng 
ke gore the tradition is that fa o seyo, gantsi o laela 
bagaeno mo phathing ka gore o a bo o laetse le kwa 
Caucus. Honourable Maele will attest to this. Jaanong 
ba ba tseelanang dipotso gantsi e a bo e le ba ba tswang 
mo phathing e nngwefela le Mopalamente yo o seyong, 
that has been the tradition. Go sa reye gore go na le any 
provision e e kganelang gotlhelele gore o ka e tseelwa 
ke wa phathi e nngwe. Jaanong Honourable Members, a 
re se ka ra diya nako ka yone tsweetswee.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
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MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa. 

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MR SPEAKER: Ee, ema pele. Jaanong tsweetswee, 
Honourable Members, le se ka la diya nako ka yone. 
The other thing se ke se lemogileng ke gone gore fa le le 
on one side, let us say you are in the ruling party kana o 
le mo opposition, go tlwaelesegile gore fa yo mongwe a 
seyo kwa Botswana Democratic Party (BDP), yo o kwa 
Botswana Congress Party (BCP) o ka mo tseela fela 
jalo. Seo ke sone se se tlwaelesegileng. Ga kere ke a 
utlwala ka go tlwaelesega?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...

MR SPEAKER: Ee. Jaanong in this particular case, 
Honourable Mosanana o laetswe gore you should later 
date this question. 

MR MOSANANA: Go ntse jalo Mr Speaker. Le 
molaetsa ke na le one, ke ka o ntsha gone jaanong, ke 
ka ntsha bosupi.

MR MOTAOSANE: Further procedure Mr Speaker.   

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, ga ke batle re tsena mo go 
yone. Honourable Members, nako ya lona ya dipotso e 
khutshwane. A re yeng kwa dipotsong.

MR MOTAOSANE: For clarity Mr Speaker, because 
jaanong ga e mpeye sentle, honourable, maabane the 
Honourable Member…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...

MR MOTAOSANE: Monna, you are not…

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Motaosane, tswelela!

MR MOTAOSANE: Maabane Mr Speaker, I was here 
e le gore ke tseela Honourable Phologolo potso, he was 
not here and we could not let this question of importance 
to the nation e feta e ya go latlhiwa. Jaanong ke gone a 
tlang. Fa e le gore o mo laetse gompieno, ga go molato, 
o ka bo a nthaya a re nnyaa Honourable Phologolo o 
laetse nna gompieno. Yesterday he was not here when 
I was taking this question. So, a ba ithute tsamaiso ya 
Palamente, it is not all about partisanship here, it is 
about issues of Parliament.

MR SPEAKER: A e nne modiga Honourable Members. 
Honourable Motaosane, please take your seat.

BAITS STRUCTURES IN LETLHAKENG

BRIG. D. MOKGWATHI (LETLHAKENG): asked 
the Minister of Lands and Agriculture: 

(i)	 if he is aware that Letlhakeng District is one of 
the districts with the largest population of cattle; 
if so, whether there are future plan(s) to establish 
structures for Botswana Animal Identification 
and Traceability System (BAITS) in Letlhakeng 
District to avoid long travel for farmers to 
Gaborone; and further; 

(ii)	 what would be the envisaged workforce to be 
employed and if there are any structures to house 
such workforce; 

(iii)	 what would be the financial implications; and if 
there are no plans, 

(iv)	 whether the Minister does not deem it necessary 
to establish this highly required service in the 
Letlhakeng District. 

ACTING MINISTER OF LANDS AND 
AGRICULTURE (DR DIKOLOTI): 

(i)	 Mr Speaker, let me confirm that Letlhakeng 
District is among the districts which carry the 
largest cattle populations in Botswana. I further 
confirm that it is the intention of Government 
to establish structures for Botswana Animal 
Identification and Traceability System (BAITS) 
in the Letlhakeng District, in order to avoid long 
travel for farmers to Gaborone.

Mr Speaker, whilst I am not in a position to give 
timelines due to current liquidity challenges, I 
can confirm that improving BAITS services in 
all districts is prioritised in our future planning. 
This is critical for the realisation of the policy 
goal of meaningfully raising the contribution of 
the livestock and overall agricultural sector to the 
wider economy.

(ii)	 Mr Speaker, it is important to remind the Member 
of Parliament (MP) and this Honourable House 
of Government’s commitment to leveraging 
digital technologies in order to transform 
agricultural extension services. Innovative ideas 
and digitisation are key and central to improved 
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service delivery. They will enable more efficient, 
timely, and targeted information dissemination, 
which moves the model away from relying solely 
on large, geographically distributed field staff.

Mr Speaker, in addition to promoting efficiencies 
productivity, digitiSation will reduce the workforce 
requirements dramatically by replacing labour in 
routine, manual and some back-office tasks. 

Mr Speaker, Letlhakeng District currently has nine 
extension support staff against the requirement of 
about 50. It is my humble projection that fully 
digitaliSing and streamlining services will lead to 
significant efficiencies, at the same time reducing 
personnel requirement of the district.

Mr Speaker, currently, the district has nine 
operational BAITS cafes spread across the district, 
which facilitate farmers with BAITS services 
including application and issuance of livestock 
movement permits.

(iii)	 Mr Speaker, the financial implications are that 
there will be an increased cost in respect of 
housing and personnel costs. At present, I do not 
have the details. What I can state is that provisions 
will be made for during the National Development 
Plan (NDP) 12 period, but mitigated through 
innovation and digitalisation in the manner I have 
just explained.

(iv)	 Mr Speaker, as I conclude, I assure Honourable 
Mokgwathi and Batswana that it is the intention 
of Government to establish full BAITS and 
associated services in the Letlhakeng District and 
other similarly affected districts as soon as the 
resources permit. I thank you Mr Speaker.

BRIG. MOKGWATHI: Supplementary. Ke a leboga 
Tona. Ke botsa gore will you consider Letlhakeng as 
number one priority in terms of contributing to this 
development e o neng o bua ka yone?

DR DIKOLOTI: Ke a leboga Motlotlegi Mokgwathi. 
Ke tlhaloganya thata setlhako se se babaletseng 
morwadi, e e leng wena le batho ba Letlhakeng. O a itse 
gore le fa re simolola dipuisanyo tse tsa Agric Policy, 
ke simolotse kwa Letlhakeng. Re itse tota gore go nna o 
buelelela batho ba Letlhakeng kwano, go a tsena mo go 

rona re le lephata. Ke solofela gore fa the resources di 
bonala, Letlhakeng o mo teng. Ke a itse gore botlhoko 
joo, ga bo kana ka sepe. Ke itse gore ba Takatokwane le 
bone ba reeditse thata. Ke a leboga Mr Speaker.  

SALE OF SCHOOL UNIFORMS

MS H. P. MANYENENG (MMOPANE-
METSIMOTLHABE): asked the Minister of Trade 
and Entrepreneurship whether he is aware that 
foreign nationals are increasingly dominating the 
manufacturing and sale of school uniforms in various 
constituencies, often using low-quality materials, to the 
detriment of local businesses that produce authentic and 
durable uniforms. Whether the ministry will consider 
measures to support and prioritize local tailors within 
constituencies for the production and sale of school 
uniforms, in order to promote quality standards and 
empower local entrepreneurs. 

MINISTER OF TRADE AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP (MR NTSIMA): Thank you 
Mr Speaker. Mma ke go dumedise. Ke dumedise Rre 
Tokyo Modise le Portia. Ba mo Palamenteng gompieno.

(i)	 Mr Speaker, I wish to state that as an effort to 
support the citizens, manufacturing of school 
uniform is a reserved activity as per the reviewed 
Industrial Development Act 2019 and it was still 
reserved in the past two Acts. In addition, as a 
citizen empowerment initiative, the ministry has 
gone further to introduce the Statutory Instrument 
No. 76 of 2021 which restricts importation of 
school uniform.

Mr Speaker, the Ministry of Trade and Entrepreneurship 
will like to inform this Honourable House that the 
school uniform production is dominated by duly 
licenced companies. The ministry is continually doing 
business inspections to ensure compliance. However, 
we have identified few cases of foreigners found to 
be manufacturing school uniforms as well as illegal 
importation. My ministry in conjunction with other 
stakeholders, has taken necessary measures such as 
imposing fines and confiscating the goods. These 
efforts are continuing with a view to address the raised 
concerns.

Furthermore, I wish to highlight that as the ministry 
implements National Quality Policy, we have started 
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to inculcate quality culture amongst consumers, 
retailers, suppliers and regulators to promote demand 
and supply of quality goods and services. Botswana 
Bureau of Standards (BOBS) has developed national 
quality standards on school uniform in view of ensuring 
that the products are of quality and can competitively 
access both local and global markets. Local tailors are 
encouraged to approach BOBS for assistance in this 
regard and to urge consumers to buy school uniforms 
that comply with these quality standards.

Mr Speaker, I wish to also highlight that, it is pleasing 
to note that good quality from Batswana is noticeable 
in the market. In line with international standards, it 
should be taken into consideration that these school 
uniform standards are voluntary, as they are not related 
to health and safety. It is of concern in this instance 
that consumers are much more skewed toward price 
rather than quality. This now means sensitisation and 
campaigns should now be customer focused so that their 
choices can reflect quality not just price alone.

Mr Speaker, I also wish to appeal to my colleagues 
especially Ministry of Basic Education through their 
Parents Teachers Association (PTAs) that in procuring 
school uniform, preference be given to the local tailors 
within their constituencies. I thank you Mr Speaker.

MS MANYENENG: Supplementary. Ke a go leboga 
motlotlegi ka karabo eo. A le a itse gape gore jaaka le 
bua gore through PTAs and School Heads; the School 
Heads ke bone ba ba di tlhakatlhakanyang? Jaaka ke le 
kwa Mmopane, o tlaabo a sa batle ba ba mo Mmopane, a 
bo a ya kwa Mogoditshane a ya go tsaya baroki teng, ka 
botsala jwa gagwe. Report e bo e tla gore re bona mme 
yo wa boketekete o supply uniform mo Mmopane, mme 
o tswa kwa Mogoditshane. A ga se gore go nna le melao 
e e tlamang tota, go se ka gatwe through PTAs? School 
Head fa a dira jalo, a tseelwe dikgato.

MR NTSIMA: Ke lebogela tlaleletso ya potso ya 
gagwe. Ke tsaya gore o ne a suggest, re tlaa dira jalo. 
Go botlhokwa ka gore Minister Kgafela-Mokoka o teng 
mo Palamenteng, o reeditse gore go tsamaya jang kwa 
dikoleng. O tlaa re thusa go rotloetsa Bagokgo gore ba 
reke mo go ba ba gaufi le dikole. Ke a leboga.

DR DOW: Supplementary. Ke a leboga Mr Speaker. A 
ga o ka ke wa dumalana le nna gore school uniform jaaka 

re itse, go tewa ditlhako, dikausu, mesese, marokgwe 
le dihempe? Ga ke itse gore a go na le ba ba dirang 
ditlhako le dikausu tsa teng?

A ga o lemoge gore le fa re ka dira melao, go thata gore 
re emise gore batho ba se ka ba reka tse di tswang kwa 
ntle? Fa sekole se re hempe e tshweu, e rekiwa mo the 
shops tsotlhe. Fa gotwe school uniform, ke hempe e 
tshweu. Fa gotwe borokgwe jo bo grey, bo ka rekisiwa 
in any shop. Ga o ka ke wa emisa shop epe to import 
marokgwe a a grey. Ga o ka ke wa emisa motsadi go 
reka borokgwe jo bo grey kwa shop eo. Tota le ka nna 
le keletso, mme go thata go netefatsa gore go rekiwa 
dilo tse di tswang mo Botswana. Fa gongwe ga re di 
dire, and the financing of school uniform e tswa mo 
moreking. Ke a leboga.

MR NTSIMA: Ke a leboga. Ga se potso, ke tsaya gore 
o ne a tlaleletsa fela mo go se se teng. Go batla re ikiteye 
ka thupana re le batsadi gore fa e le gore we reserve 
some businesses for locals, e bo e le gore we abdicate, 
ga re reke, go raya gore go ijalesetsa rona. Molao tota 
one o teng to support local business le go fa direction ya 
gore fa o na le keletso ya go reka, o reke mo Botswana. 

Standards tsa uniform di teng, bogolo jang thata tse di 
laolwang ke dikole. It is not just a grey trouser, it has 
to be a specific grey trouser, it is not just a white shirt, 
it has to be a specific one. Tse dingwe di na le emblems 
tsa dikole, so go botlhokwa gore go tsamaye ka tsela e e 
ntseng jalo, gore fa di diretswe ruri di tsentswe le logos 
tsa dikole, e bo e le dilo tse di easily recognisable, ga di 
tshwane fela le dingwe le dingwe tse di mo market. Ke 
a leboga Mr Speaker. 

SPECIALLY ELECTED COUNCILLORS 

MR T. B. LUCAS (BOBIRWA): asked the Minister of 
Local Government and Traditional Affairs to state the 
total number of specially elected Councillors and the 
total remuneration (salary and allowances) they have 
received in their first year in office; he should also state: 

(i)	 if the expenditure on specially elected Councillors 
is justifiable under the current economic situation; 
and 

(ii)	 whether his ministry is amenable to a review of 
the special election or nomination dispensation for 
Councillors. 
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MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS (MR MOTSHEGWA): 
Ke a leboga Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente. Ke 
ne ke tsaya gore fa gotwe shadow Minister go raya gore 
re ka buisana, mme fa e le gore re tlaa tla go botsana 
kwano ga gona molato. 

Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, kgang ya 
Makhanselara a a itlhophetsweng ke Tona kana ke Puso 
ka Palamente ya 2019 to 2024, a ne a le 119, ga nna le 
koketsego mo gompieno a leng 157. Koketsego e e ne e 
bakwa ke gore, go ne ga nna le katoloso ya melelwane 
ya dikgaolo le dikgaolwana morago ga delimitation. 
Constituencies tsa oketsega go tswa kwa go 57, go ya 
kwa go 61. Wards tsa oketsega go tswa kwa go 409, go 
ya kwa go 609. Seo ke sone se se bakileng koketsego ya 
constituencies le wards. 

Di mo dikhanseleng di le 31, madi otlhe a ba a duetsweng 
a a akaretsang dituelo tsa kgwedi le kgwedi le tse dingwe 
mo ngwageng ke P50, 418, 966. Palo e ke ntseng ke 
e tlhalosa ya Makhanselara ba ba itlhophetsweng, ba 
akaretsa parties tse di farologanyeng, ya Umbrella for 
Democratic Change (UDC), Botswana Congress Party 
(BCP) le Botswana Patriotic Front (BPF).

Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, dituelo tse 
di maleba ka gore Makhanselara a a itlhophetsweng 
a ne a tsenngwa mo khanseleng go setswe morago 
tsamaiso ya molao wa Local Government Act No. 18 of 
2012, mo karolong ya lesome le boraro, karolwana ya 
bongwe, e e letlelelang go tlhophiwa ga Makhanselara 
a a itlhophetsweng fa go tlhamiwa Dikhansele. Ke 
ka fa molao o ntseng ka teng gompieno. Se se raya 
gore khansele e tlaa bidiwa e e feletseng, fa e na le 
Makhanselara a a tlhophilweng kwa ditlhophong ke 
setšhaba le a a tlhophilweng ke Tona kana Puso, ke ka 
fa molao o tlhalosang ka teng.

Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, potso ya gore 
a fa go sekasekwa ka mabaka go tlaa nna le go ka 
boela kwa morago thulaganyo ya Makhanselara a a 
itlhophetsweng ke Tona, karabo ya me e menangwana 
mebedi. Monangwana wa ntlha ke gore tshekatsheko ya 
molao wa Local Government Act e setse e simolotse, 
gore banaleseabe ba nne le kakgelo mo teng gore bone 
ba bona o ka tokafadiwa fa kae, o ka nonotshiwa fa 
kae, o bokoa fa kae. Gone moo go tlaa fa sebaka ba ba 
nang le ngongorego le tshwaelo ya gore go baakanngwe 

go tokafadiwe fa kae. Se se raya gore ba ba leng teng 
gompieno, ba tlaa wetsa sekgele sa bone sa 2024 go ya 
go tsena kwa go 2029. Monangwana wa bobedi ke one 
o ke ntseng ke o supa gore, go na le tshekatsheko ya the 
Local Government Act. Moo go tlaa fa sebaka sa gore go 
ka baakanngwa, mabaka a lebelelwe gore a mme go ya 
pele go ntse go a tlhokafala gore go nne le Makhanselara 
a a itlhophetsweng ke Tona kana Specially Elected. 

Molao o agiwa ke Palamente, go raya gore o tlaa tla, 
molao o a bo o agilwe ke setšhaba le bone ba nnile le 
kakgelo. Re tlaa o kopanela ka tsela e e ntseng jalo. 
Ka jalo Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, ke ne 
ke tlhalosa ka fa molao o ntseng ka teng le kwa re ka 
tsamaelang teng. Ke a leboga. 

MR LUCAS: Supplementary. Ke a leboga Mr Speaker. 
Kana dipalo di a tsietsa bogolo jang fa di tsena kwa 
millions, jaanong o tlhomamise gore golo fale o ne 
o re P50 million yo o duetseng Makhanselara a a 
itlhophetsweng kgotsa o ne o re P15 million. Ke ne ke 
sa e tshware sentle, ke batla o e boelela.

Ya bobedi ke ne ke re, kana Minister of Finance o 
lela thata ka sepatšhe, mme fa gongwe se jewa ke 
allowances, e ka nna tsa Mapalamente, ka letsatsi 
leno re mo Makhanselareng, se ka jewa ke allowances 
tsa bo 15 per cent tsa Executives tsa Puso. Ke re ka 
gore ba ba itlhophetsweng ga ba na wards, a mme o 
ka dumalana le nna gore re lebile seemo sa itsholelo, 
gongwe ward allowance e name e ntshitswe? Re lebile 
seemo sa go babalelwa ke sepatšhe. Re santse re le mo 
Makhanselareng, ya Mapalamente ke tlaa e bua kamoso 
fa ke akgela. 

Se sengwe ke gore rraetsho ke utlwa o bua gore go a 
sekasekwa, ke re a mme go na le sengwe se gongwe o ka 
se akanyang mabapi le go tlhopha Makhanselara, kgotsa 
o ne o dirisa seo fa o tlhopha Makhanselara? Sengwe se 
se lebileng dikitso tse di faphegileng, a o ne o dirisa seo, 
criteria ya to check dikitso kgotsa o ne o ba pompela 
fela gore ke ba phathi e o e ratang? O e tlhalose sentle. 

Sa bofelo ke gore, golo mo ga gore fa o tlhopha 
Makhanselara e bo jaanong go sa lebiwe gore phathi 
e e dirileng sentle mo kgaolong eo ke efe, o bona go 
lebane? A ke sengwe sa dilo tse e tlaa reng go ntse go 
sekasekwa, le tsone o di lebe? Ke a leboga rraetsho.   
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MR MOTSHEGWA: Ya bofelo ke potso e loeditsweng 
ka bo “nkgata ke thaname”, ka gore dipotso tse dingwe 
di tshwenyega ka go nna teng ga Specially Elected. Fa o 
reetsa mmotsi wa potso, gape o eletsa gore go ka bo go 
lebilwe dipalo tsa bone e le phathi, gore e dirile ka tsela 
e e ntseng jang. Ke tsaya ke re…

MR LUCAS: Point of order. Mr Speaker, ke kopa 
gore rraetsho a nkarabe a tlogele go nkakanyetsa. O 
tlhwaafale fela, o tlogele go tshameka. Ke a leboga. 

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, ga a tshameke. A re go lebega 
e le gore there is a contradiction mo potsong ya gago, o 
ne a santse a leka go tlhalosa eo. Ke yone e ke batlang 
go utlwa gore a reng. 

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mr Speaker, ga a ka ke a 
re ke “nkgata ke thaname” o bo o re moo go siame fela. 
He is out of order. “Nkgata ke thaname” go tewa ma 
UDC e seng nna.   

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Lucas, Honourable 
Motshegwa, a ko le dirise mafoko a a amogelesegang, 
a a ka se keng a rumolane. Le se ka la rumolana, Order 
57.4.

MR MOTSHEGWA: Ke a leboga. Thutapuo e ke e 
tshotseng e supa gore, “nkgata ke thaname” tlhaloso 
ya teng e raya mo o buang jaana, mme o bo o dira 
jaana. Thutapuo ya me ya rialo, go raya gore molato ke 
Thutapuo. 

Se ke neng ke se tlhalosa ke gore, o ne a re…

MR PULE: Procedure. Motho yo gotweng KFC ke 
motho yo ke mo ratang thata, mme phoso fela e ke 
bonang a e dira ke gore fa Speaker o mo fa ditaelo, a bo 
a leka to justify against you, ga se tsamaiso ya Ntlo e. Fa 
o mo raya o re dirisa mafoko a a siameng, a bo a leka to 
justify gore ke eng a ne a dirisa lefoko leo, he does not 
comply with your instruction, ga se tsamaiso ya Ntlo e. 
Ke a leboga.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MR SPEAKER: Ke tlhalositse Honourable Members. 
Honourable Motshegwa, ke rile le se ka la dirisa 
offensive and insulting language. Thutapuo kana ke a 
e itse, e na le mafoko a mangwe ga le ka ke la a dirisa 
gone fa. Jaanong babalelanang Honourable Members, le 
se ka la rumolana.

MR MOTSHEGWA: Sone Setswana ga se a siama ka 
gore akere ngwana o kgona go bidiwa Kesetse a bo a 
salela ruri…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...

MR MOTSHEGWA: Molato e le lefoko, e le fa le 
tlhalosiwa gore le utlwala jang. Jaanong mme ke ne 
ke supa gore dipalo tsa dituelo tsa Makhanselara ke 
tsone tse ke neng ke di tlhalosa tsa palo e o reng e a 
go tsietsa ya tshoboko ya P50 million e ke reng ke 
salaries and related components tsa remuneration. O 
ne o re a ga go maleba gore ka go na le puo ya gore 
sekgwama se makgwakgwa, go ka nna le savings kana 
tse di ka dirwang gore go se ka ga babalelwa letlole la ga 
Goromente. Ke dumalana le wena, e se gone moo fela 
gore go lekiwe mo ditseleng tsotlhe go somarelwa madi 
a a leng teng. 

Ya gore go ne go lebeletswe dikitso dife kana criteria 
efe, go raya gore motlotlegi gongwe o a lebala. Kana 
potso ya teng o ne wa e botsa mo Palamenteng e e 
fetileng, ke bo ke e araba gone fa, ke bo ke go neela 
pampiri. Ke ne ke arabile ke re go ne go lebeletswe 
seemo sa banalebogole, go na le ba ba tlhophilweng e le 
Makhanselara ka mabaka one ao. Ke one a kwa Chobe 
kwa Khanseleng ba le babedi, go na le ba bangwe kwa 
Mogoditshane. Go ne go lebeletswe seemo sa bomme 
gore a dipalo tsa bone di a tsenngwa. Go na le mme 
mongwe yo re mo tsereng wa BCP le ba UDC le ba 
bangwe jalo. Se sengwe re ne re lebeletse le dikitso tsa 
mabaka ao…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MR MOTSHEGWA: Nnyaa ba re ba tsentseng akere 
ke ba Mapalamente a ba neng ba khukhutha ba ikopela. 
Go raya gore gongwe ba ba bogale ke ba ba sa kgonang, 
mme ba bangwe ba kgonne mo BCP. Ba ba sa kgonang e 
a bo e le mabaka a gore dipalo di ne di ka se ka tsa lekana. 
Tshoboko ke gore ke dumalana le wena Mopalamente 
gore go tshwanetse ga lekiwa ka ditsela tsa go somarela 
sephatšhe gore se se ka sa balelwa. Ke sone se ke welang 
ke re there is an opportunity ya setšhaba le Palamente, 
fa go dirwa review ya the Local Government Act e e 
setseng e simolotse. Re simolotse ka stakeholders tsa 
local authorities gore bone ba e sekaseke gore ba bona 
e ka fetolwa fa kae. Re tlaabo re simolola go tsamaya re 
dira consultation ya stakeholders tse dingwe, a bo e tle 



Hansard No 2198

Tuesday 18th November, 2025 QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

e goroge le mo Palamenteng gone fa. Ke tsaya gore ka 
nako yone eo o tlaa akgela gore nnyaa, ga o dumalane 
le gore bangwe kwa BCP ba bo ba dirilwe specially 
elected ka tsela e e ntseng jalo. Ke a leboga. 

MR HIKUAMA: Supplementary. Ke a leboga 
Honourable Speaker. Mma ke botse dipotso tse 
pedinyana. Ya ntlha Honourable Minister ke gore Phathi 
ya UDC fa e ya kwa ditlhophong tsa 2024, mo manifesto 
wa yone e ne e supile gore e ya go fetola tsamaiso ya go 
tlhophiwa ga Makhanselara a a itlhophelwang ke Tona 
kana ke khansele go nna proportionate to the parties that 
are in the council. Ke eng le sa diragatsa maikano one 
a, le tsholofetso e le e kwadileng le bo le e papamatsa 
mo manifesto wa lona? Ya bobedi, a o ka tlhalosetsa 
Ntlo e le setšhaba ka kakaretso gore tsamaiso tota e le e 
dirisang ya go tlhopha Makhanselara a a itlhophetsweng 
ke e e ntseng jang? Kana ke go rata ga ga Tona fela 
gore o batla go tlhopha jaana, kana go na le process e 
e tlhaloganngwang ke mongwe le mongwe gore go ka 
diriwa jaana le jaana up to the end? Ke a leboga.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, o di tseye ka 
bokhutshwane.

MR MOTSHEGWA: Ke a leboga. Tota gongwe ke ka 
nna fa fatshe ka gore e mokaulengwe a e buang ke yone 
e e neng e boditswe ke Rre Lucas ya criteria. Ke bo ke 
bua ka people with disability, bomme, jaanong ga ke itse 
gore a motlotlegi o eta a thulamela, kana...

MR HIKUAMA: Procedure Mr Speaker.

MR MOTSHEGWA: Ya bobedi...

MR HIKUAMA: Point of procedure. Nnyaa, a se ka a 
ipotsa potso e a batlang go e ipotsa, ka re process. The 
process starting from fela gore how do you identify, up 
to the point e o reng ke yo. That is the process, ke yone 
e ke e batlang.

MR MOTSHEGWA: Thank you. The process as 
outlined in the Act e e leng gore the expectation ke gore 
Mopalamente a bo a itse melao ke gore, go romelwa 
kwa ofising ya ga Molaodi, go romela Mapalamente. 
Akere o mongwe wa ba ba neng ba rometse. Fa ba sena 
go romela, ba bo ba romela kwa lephateng. Ministry fa o 
sena go dira compilation, go raya gore Minister o tlaabo 
a isa kwa Khuduthamageng, ke process, mme criteria 
ke yone e ke e tlhalositseng fa ke araba motlotlegi tsala 

ya me Rre Lucas, gore re lebelela banalebogole, bomme 
le dikitso jalo. 

Tse dingwe o ne o bua ka the reforms gore UDC e ne 
e solofeditse gore e tlaa fetola melao fa re e fa sekai 
ka one oo. Ke yone e ke neng ke araba ke re, re setse 
re simolotse review. Ke gone go fetola molao unless 
wena o ne o raya gore fa re tsena we set aside the law, 
and operate re o beetse fa thoko. Gongwe foo re tlaabo 
re dirisa maikutlo, mme ke dumalana le wena gore re 
ne re rialo, e bile re mo tseleng ya go dira jalo ka gore 
there is an unfolding review e e tsweletseng. Maitlamo 
a mangwe mo melaong, Tautona o tlhalositse fa a a fa 
State of the Nation Address (SONA). Legale ga ke go 
tshwaye phoso, go raya gore ke fa le santse le le kwa 
China…(Interruptions)…O buile gore there will be 
a review of the Constitution, o buile gore go tlaa tla 
molao wa DCEC Act le e mengwe fela jalojalo. So, ya 
maitlamo a rona mo melaong, re ntse re tsepame mo go 
yone go e fetola ka tsela e e ntseng jalo. 

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR 
SALESHANDO): Point of order. Motlotlegi 
Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, go mo 
mpepeneneng gore nako le nako fa Tona Motshegwa 
a bodiwa dipotso, ga a na maikaelelo a go di araba. O 
inaakanya thata le go tlaopa batho ka dikgang tse di 
sa tlhokafaleng, le go bapisetsa se ba se buileng le go 
ba tlhalosa ka mafoko a a sa amogeleseng. Gompieno 
o boditswe potso fela gore le le UDC, le rile le ya go 
tlhopha bo specially elected proportionate to the vote, 
ga go fetolwe molao gore o dire gone moo. O ne a 
tshwanetse gore a bue fela gore re le UDC re buile jalo, 
mme ga re a diragatsa. O simolola a dikologa a re kana 
ke gore o ne wa ya China, kana ke gore o ne wa reng. 
Ke kopa gore le re kopele Rre Motshegwa gore a nne a 
tlhwaafala mo tirong ya mo Palamenteng. Bangwe ba 
rona re reetsa ka tlhwaafalo, mme ga re kgatlhiwe ke 
metlae e a lekang go e dira fa a araba. Gompieno ga 
a na karabo ya gore ke eng ba ne ba ka se ka ba dira 
proportionate ka gore ga go na molao o o ba ganetsang. 
Go na le gore a arabe, o tlaopa mmotsi wa potso a bo a 
dikologa, ga go re thuse golo moo. Ke a leboga. 

MR SPEAKER: E ne e le kgakololo. Ke batla go ya 
kwa potsong e nngwe Honourable Minister. Honourable 
Moalosi, Member for Nkange.
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MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS (MR MOTSHEGWA): 
Point of procedure. Ee rra, ke tsaya ke re fa ke boditswe 
potso, go mo boikarabelong jwa me gore ke dirisa 
mafoko a a ntseng jang go e araba ke e fa information. 
Fa e le gore the Leader of Opposition (LOO) jaaka a re 
ga ke mo kgatlhe, nna ga se maikaelelo go mo kgatlha 
mo Palamenteng, ke go araba dipotso...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ga o a mo tlela.

MR MOTSHEGWA: Tota ga ke a mo tlela, ke tlile go 
araba dipotso ka fa di tshwanetseng go arabiwa ka teng. 
Factual; gore o a kgatlhega kana jang is neither here 
nor there.

MR SALESHANDO: I do not think you can allow this 
behaviour by the Minister. 

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, Honourable Members...

MR SALESHANDO: Minister Motshegwa kana o 
tsamaela go re tlhokela maitseo, ke raya re bua bluntly 
ka Setswana fela...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)... 

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa Honourable Members, 
iketleng...

MR MOTSHEGWA: Fa o sena maitseo re tlaa go 
reng...

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, Honourable Motshegwa tima 
microphone oo. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, nnyaa, 
ga ke batle le lwa, buisanang fela sentle. Le se ka la 
kgotlana mo matlhong...   

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, order! 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, ke biditse 
Honourable Moalosi. Honourable Moalosi.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ke tlaa mo e tseela Mr 
Speaker. 

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, le gakologelwe 
gore Mapalamente ba le ntse le bua gore ba kae ba, ba 
rometswe ke nna koo.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Ba rometswe ke nna koo. Jaanong 
le se ka la bua o kare ba molato, ga ba molato, ba ile 
training.

REDUCTION OF DISTANCE IN ALLOCATION 
OF BOREHOLES

DR K. GOBOTSWANG (TSWAPONG SOUTH): 
asked the Minister of Lands and Agriculture to apprise 
this Honourable House on the implementation of a 
Parliamentary Motion calling on the Government to 
consider reducing the distance in the allocation of 
boreholes from six (6) kilometres to four (4) kilometres 
in communal areas. 

MR LUCAS: On a point of procedure. Mr Speaker, 
re na le Mapalamente ke a ka fa a mabedi a banana, 
microphones tsa bone are not connected, re kope gore 
ba thusiwe.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Clerk, check at Recording ka koo. 
Honourable Minister Dikoloti.

ACTING MINISTER OF LANDS AND 
AGRICULTURE (DR DIKOLOTI): Ke a go leboga 
Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, the implementation of the 
Parliamentary Motion proposing the reduction of 
the minimum distance between boreholes from six 
kilometres to four kilometres is ongoing. The necessary 
consultations and technical assessments are underway. 
Mr Speaker, these assessments are being undertaken 
in collaboration with the Ministries of Environment 
and Tourism, Minerals and Energy, Water and Human 
Settlement as well as development partners to ensure that 
implications for groundwater resources, environmental 
sustainability, and land use planning are being fully 
addressed.

Mr Speaker, I further highlight that water development 
is a key priority in the ongoing review of the National 
Agricultural Policy and in the envisaged livestock 
development programmes. I thank you Mr Speaker.



Hansard No 21910

Tuesday 18th November, 2025 QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

DR GOBOTSWANG: Supplementary. Mr Speaker, ke 
botse Honourable Minister gore a mme le a tlhaloganya 
le le Puso gore go diega go diragatsa mogopolo o ke 
go kgaphela fa thoko banana, bomme le banalebogole 
ba ba ka bong ba tsena mo goreng ba nne le metsi gore 
ba kgone go rua? Do you have a sense of urgency, do 
you have timelines? Re a lelediwa letsatsi le letsatsi gore 
mogopolo ole o o dumalanweng o tsamaya fa kae wa 
gore re boele mo 40 km. A mme o na le dinako tse o 
di ipeetseng re lebile botlhokwa jwa ka fa Batswana ba 
emetseng kgang e ka teng? Ke a leboga.

DR DIKOLOTI: Ke a go leboga Mr Speaker, ke leboge 
Motlotlegi Gobotswang. Mr Speaker, ke tlhalositse 
fela sentle ka botlalo gore re tsweletse, re lebeletse 
mme e bile go na le assessments tse di dirwang. Mr 
Speaker, lefatshe la Botswana le gotlhegile thata tota. 
I have shared a report mo group e e dirilweng ke 
our development partners ba Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), rona le ba Environment. I have 
shared with Rre Gobotswang senepe se se supang gore 
lefatshe le gotlhegile ka bokete jo bo kana ka eng. 

Re na le lenaneo kwa Kgalagadi le le buang ka go rudisa 
mafudiso le mo go lone go nang le thulaganyo ya go 
bona le gore re dira jang gore go nne le metsi a a ka 
ntshang ditswa temothuong. Ke buile kwa bofelelong 
Mr Speaker, gore re le Puso we have prioritised thata 
go feta selekanyo gore go nne le metsi a go ntsha ditswa 
temothuong. Mo teng Mr Speaker, e tlaa re fa mananeo 
a ntse a tla re tlaabo re ntse re tsweletse re ribolola. 
Motlotlegi Tautona o ne a bua a le kwa Tsabong ka 
May gore fa e le gore re ntse re dirisa go nosa ka go 
kgetholola batho, golo moo go tlaa fela. Go nna teng ga 
metsi a leruo le a go nosetsa dijwalo ke priority ya rona 
Mr Speaker. 

Kwa Shoshong le Kalamare, fa ke ntse ke ngunanguna 
le Motlotlegi Bagaisamang, re buile ka gore sediba ga 
se go phunya fela. Go atolosa go nna teng ga metsi mo 
molapong ka didiba, we are doing that through research 
and development to make sure that re tsisa didiba tse di 
tlaa kgontshang barui, banana le banalebogole gore ba 
kgone gore thuo ya bone e nne e e duleng diatla.

Thulaganyo e, e teng Mr Speaker. Le matamo go a 
rudisa go teng go letlelela gore go nne le water for 
production. Ditirelo tsotlhe tse di ka re dirisang gore re 
harvest rain water so that there is water for production, 

re le Puso re di tseetse kwa godimo mo go maswe. Re 
tlaa di diragatsa ka gore re itlamile gore fa e le gore “o 
nosa kae” e ntse e le ene a kgethololang go re batho ba 
se ka ba bona ditlamelo tsotlhe tse di tshwanetseng gore 
ba rue, ba leme, dilo tseo e tlaa nna dikgang tsa maloba. 
Ke a go leboga Mr Speaker.

MR MOROLONG: Supplementary. Ke a leboga 
Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente. Ke ne ke re 
Tona a ntlhalosetse gore mo kgannyeng e le fa ke utlwa 
karabo ya gagwe e itumedisa, a o ya go tsepamisa 
matlho a gagwe mo kilometres go di fokoletsa kwa 
go 4 km kana o tla leba to phase them off gotlhelele? 
Boreholes tsotlhe tse di katoganeng ka bo 6 km le bo 4 
km, dikgomo di a ya gone koo, ga di kgothe naga jaaka 
gotwe fa di katogane ka kilometres tse di rileng di ka 
kgotha naga. Di ntse di fula gone koo, di nwa gone koo 
Minister. Ke go kope gore you should consider to phase 
off over kgang ya kilometres, batho ba rue ba ye kwa 
merakeng.

DR DIKOLOTI: Mr Speaker, ke tlhalosa gape, tota 
re le Puso, it is not even just about the distance, it is 
about availing water for production. We are doing more 
than just focusing on the distance between boreholes 
to make sure that we avail water for production. Mme 
kana production e re buang ka yone Mr Speaker, bogolo 
jang ya thuo, e raya gore dikgomo di kgone go fula. Re 
tshwanetse gore re amogele gape gore naga e gotlhegile, 
ga re batle gore re gotlhe naga mo e leng gore kgantele 
le yone distance e e tlaabong o e fokoditse e tlaabo e sa 
tlhole e na le mosola wa gore le yone palo e re beileng 
pele re bo re kgona gore re nne le yone ya dikgomo. We 
have a holistic approach. 

Ke buile gore maphata ka go farolagana, including 
development partners, re tshwaraganetse thulaganyo e 
Mr Speaker gore re netefatse gore we avail water for 
production. Le mo mananeong a a tlang, water for 
production is our top priority, re tlaa e diragatsa. Ke a 
leboga Mr Speaker.

DR GOBOTSWANG: Supplementary. Ke a leboga Mr 
Speaker. Honourable Minister, fa o bua jalo ka didiba 
tse o buang ka tsone, a o a itse gore batho ba ba nang 
le didiba, ba nosetsa meraka e mentsintsi mo sedibeng 
sone seo? Mo gongwe mo o fitlhelang motho a na le 
sediba mme a se na dikgomo a bo a nosetsa batho 
meraka e mentsi ka gore because ga a na dikgomo gone 
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foo, ga a na sepe le gore di gotlha naga go le kae. A 
mme o a lemoga gore gone to restrict didiba go felela 
motho a le mongwefela a nosetsa meraka e mentsi a bo 
ba kgotha lefatshe around sone sedibanyana sone seo? A 
o a e lemoga kgang e Honourable Minister?

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, a o a e lemoga?

DR DIKOLOTI: Mr Speaker, kgang e ya go gotlhega ga 
naga, ke kgang e re tshwanetseng gore re e tseeletse kwa 
godimo ka gore le ba ditšhaba ba re lebile. Ke itumela 
thata Gobotswang ka gore dikgang tse tsa climate 
change ke dikgang tse o di tlhaloganyang botoka. Ke 
dikgang tse nna le wena re di tshwaraganetseng gore re 
netefatse gore ene yo o nang le sediba, yo o gotlhang 
naga yoo, re ba thuse gore re batle tsela e nngwe e e 
leng gore e tlaa nna botoka gore go gotlhega ga naga 
go se ka ga nna teng. Ke buile thata gore go botlhokwa 
gore in the communal grazing, re batle go bona gore ka 
fa meraka e ntseng e nna ka teng, re dira jang gore re 
tokafatse go nna teng ga meraka gore go gotlhega ga 
naga go se ka ga tlhola go tsweletse go ntse ka fa go 
ntseng ka teng. 

Ke dumalana le wena gore ene yo o mo itseng yoo, ke 
kopa o ye go mo kgalemela Motlotlegi Gobotswang gore 
go gotlhega ga naga go botlhoko because we are also 
losing ditlhaga dingwe tse di nang le dikotla dingwe tse 
di rileng tse e leng gore ga re sa tlhole re ka tlhola re di 
bona gope. Ke kopa gore golo mo re go tshwaraganele 
motlotlegi. Ke ka go tshepisa gore Puso e fa go tla go 
tsena mo water for production, it is our top, top priority. 
Emela lenaneo, e tlaa re fa le tla re tlaa tsweledisa nna 
le wena re ya kwa Tswapong go le rekisa le go feta. Ke 
a leboga Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Members. 
Honourable Members, nako ya lona ya dipotso e fedile. 
Let us go to the Motions. Clerk. 

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S 
SPEECH

Motion

(Resumed Debate)

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, the debate on 
this Motion is resuming. When the House adjourned 
yesterday, Honourable Maj. Gen. Pius had just 
concluded debating. So, the floor is now open.

MR PULE (KGATLENG EAST): Ke a leboga 
Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente. Ke simolole ka 
go go dumedisa le bodiredi jwa gago…

MR HIKUAMA: Procedure. Ka gore ke ne ke seyo 
fa le dumalana dinako, ga ke itse gore ka Honourable 
Mabuse Pule is a minority leader, go na le sengwe, kana 
ba mo tseetse?

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ee.

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, e tlaa baakanngwa Honourable 
Pule. 

MR PULE: Ke a leboga Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo 
tsa Palamente. Ke go leboge Honourable Hikuama. 
O ntetlelele Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, 
go dumedisa mo go faphegileng Mothusa Tautona 
wa lefatshe le. Ke bo ke akgole molekane wa me 
Honourable Tokyo Modise. Ke akgole bagarona ka 
kwa gore ba bo ba kgonne go bereka ka thata, ka dithata 
tsotlhe tse ba nang le tsone, e bile ba le mo setilong, ba 
etla ba shaba. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR PULE: Ke bone ba reketse batho ba polka dikhukhu 
le uniform, ka bona gore banna! phathi e, e ja sentle. Le 
kgonne go fenya ditlhopho bagaetsho. Re tshwanetse 
re le leboge. Ke batla gore Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo sa 
Palamente, to warn UDC gore e bone gore phathi ya 
Domkrag ga e a nna sentle, e teng, e a tshela. Le eme ka 
dinao jaanong le bone gore le a itsolopanya.

Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, ke kopa go baya 
puo ya me jaana, ka ke e kwadile, ke leke ka bojotlhe 
gore ke e bale. Ke tlaabo ke itebagantse mo dintlheng 
tse di farologanyeng. Ke batla go bua ka economic …

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS 
(MR MOSWAANE): On a point of order. Ke ne ke re 
ke tlhole sengwe Mr Speaker, gore fa motho a re party 
ya UDC e a ja, e a kgora, ga ke bone e le lefoko le le re 
lebaneng ka kwano because rotlhe we are struggling, ga 
go na madi a re a fiwang ke ope. Ke akanya gore it can 
mislead Batswana gore o kare ba jelwe ka gore bangwe 
ba a kgora. I am definitely sure gore ke ne ke bona dijojo 
delivering madi from the red machine, mme ga ke ka ke 
ka bua gone fa. Thank you.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Jojo?

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, a ko le se ka la disturb flow 
ya debate ya ga Honourable Pule. Le se ka la rumolana.

MR PULE: Ke a leboga gore o bo o ntshireleditse jalo 
Motlotlegi Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente, ke 
go itse, ke go tshepha. Monna yo o bonang a ntlhasela 
yo, ke sebare sa me. I rise today, deeply mindful of 
the solemn responsibility we carry in this House to 
speak truthfully about the state of our nation. To reflect 
honestly on where we have come from and to look 
ahead with wisdom and restraint. 

SONA delivered on the 10th of November this year, 
comes at a time when our country faces undeniable fiscal 
strain and subdued economic growth, everyone knows 
that. These challenges are not unique to Botswana, nor 
are they the result of one-year governance. They are part 
of the broader story of our nation’s economic evolution, 
a story that began nearly six decades ago under the 
leadership of the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP). 

When the BDP assumed office in 1966, Botswana 
was counted amongst the poorest nations in the 
world. Today, even as the economy faces turbulence, 
shrinking diamond revenues, global price pressures, 
unemployment and we continue to benefit from the 
foundations laid by the BDP Government. The roads 
that connect our villages and towns, the hospitals and 
schools that serve our people, the stable institutions 
that safeguard our freedoms and the macro-economic 
prudence that has preserved our currency and our credit 
worthiness. As we stated on the very first page of our 
manifesto Mr Speaker, allow me to quote from it.

MR SPEAKER: Please do.

MR PULE: A statement that was actually shared by 
the then leader of BDP, “Like fellow citizens, for the 
BDP and indeed for me as its present leader, extravagant 
promises and promising the impossible have never 
defined us. We have always taken our promises as a 
solemn covenant between us and the people.” Kgang e, 
ke kile ka e bua, ga se lantlha ke e bua jaana. We extend 
our same sentiments to the current administration. Plans 
are essential, visions are necessary, but let us guard 
against dreaming too much and giving our people hope 
that it is premature or unanchored in the realities of our 

fiscal and structural limitations. Botswana’s success 
has always rested on the balance between ambition and 
prudence, between dreaming and doing. 

As a loyal opposition, the BDP stands ready and as 
a loyal opposition; mark those words. BDP stands 
ready to engage constructively, to support policies that 
advance the common good, and to remind the nation that 
Botswana we are proud of today, was built on decades 
of hard work, sacrifice and sound governance. Ka 
nako ya re na le bagolo ba rona, our founding fathers, 
mongwe wa bone e le Minister of Finance, Honourable 
Gaolathe. It is on this solid foundation, that the new 
Government must now build, not by discarding history, 
but by learning from it. 

Mr Speaker, Botswana enters 2025 SONA at a critical 
juncture. Public expectations for improved governance, 
accelerated economic recovery and social protection 
have now been higher. As a Member of Parliament (MP) 
for Kgatleng East and as part of the party, whose 2024 
manifesto laid out detailed costed pathways for national 
prosperity are over these strategic recommendations to 
guide a result-oriented SONA.

This proposal draws from constituency consultancy, 
parliamentary oversight and national policy analysis, 
while aligning with the developmental themes 
and the BDP previously advanced particularly on 
industrialisation, innovation, governance and reforms 
and human development. Botswana’s future depends on 
firm leadership, continuity of world design programmes 
and transparent governance. The SONA must reflect 
this. 

The BDP Government before 2024 implemented similar 
social support programmes without destabilising our 
fiscal framework, thanks to disciplined mineral revenue 
management and long-term diversification blueprints 
like the Economic Recovery and Transformation Plan 
(ERTP) and the Reset Agenda. Today, however, we risk 
situations where social promises outplays economic 
productivity. Ke ne ke utlwa maabane, ka re gatwe, le se 
ka la ba la nnopola, gotwe Puso e e mo setilong e, spend 
P2 billion in a week. Ka re gatwe, gongwe ke dilo tse le 
tlaa re tlhalosetsang gore go duelwa eng. To preserve 
both compassion and sustainability, I recommend that 
Government establish a Fiscal Responsibility and 
Social Impact Review Committee and Independent 
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Technocratic Body tasked with evaluating he long-
term affordability of major social commitments before 
implementation. Jaaka le utlwile Tautona a re, we 
should not just be in Parliament, we must also offer 
solutions.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS 
(MR MOSWAANE): Procedure. Mr Speaker, ke 
tsaya gore it is unfair for the Honourable Member on 
the floor gore a bo a ka tlisa such serious allegations 
in Parliament, di bo di sala fela on record a re ‘gatwe,’ 
mme a itse gore o bua le setšhaba. Ke akanya gore go 
botlhokwa gore fa a deliver speech sa gagwe, o ka bo a 
focus mo go sone, a se ka a batla go shaba fela ka puo 
e ke tsayang ke re ke maaka a a shabang ka bomo. Go 
botlhokwa gore a tlhokomele tiriso ya leleme ka gore 
re mo Pusong. Ga go na se a se buang se se nang le 
boammaaruri.  Fa a re ‘gatwe’ fela, go bo go sala mo 
Hansard, o kare ga a bua sepe. Ke ne ke e kopa gore o e 
sekaseke Mr Speaker, gore a mme Ntlo e, e tlaabo e le 
ka fa tseleng. Ke a leboga.

MR SPEAKER:  O ne o re gatweng Honourable Pule? 

MR PULE: Ke ne ke bua ke papametse e bile ke 
ikutlwa Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente. O 
tsamaye o ye go bala Sunday Standard ya maabane, 
there is information there, e e supang gore the current 
Government spends P2 billion per week and P8 billion…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)… 

MR PULE: I do not know, it is there, that is why ke re 
gatwe. 

DR DOW: On a point of procedure. Ke a leboga Mr 
Speaker. Mr Speaker, ke tsaya gore the Honourable 
Member is perfectly okay. You can say I understand 
that, but I am not sure. I have heard yesterday, but I 
cannot confirm. He is not making a statement of fact, 
he is saying I understand this, I have heard about this 
position, I cannot confirm. You can say that; if you want 
to confirm it you can conform it, but I do not think it is 
out of order Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, I think 
he even went further and referred us to a publication. 
So, he is indeed in order.

MR PULE: Ga ke itse gore ba tshositswe ke eng, ka 
gore magatwe a ke a utlwile e bile ke e tsere ka maitseo 
ka re “gatwe.” I cannot confirm that, you are the ones 
who can…

MINISTER OF FINANCE (MR GAOLATHE): On a 
point of elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank 
you Honourable Member of Parliament. I just thought 
I should say that, indeed the Honourable Member of 
Parliament has the right to say he heard, but maybe 
allow a bit of precision. That even the newspaper article 
did not say that, actually, what the newspaper article 
said was that, itself, the newspaper article has heard 
that the opportunity cost of the delay, so there is a 
difference between the opportunity cost, and the actual 
expenditure. Even if it were the opportunity cost, they 
were being speculative, because there is no basis for the 
opportunity cost actually. I just thought I should clarify 
that.

MR PULE: Ke a leboga Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa 
Palamente. Ke tsaya gore I am safe to have said I heard, 
someone has to prove me wrong or right. Ke bua ke le 
confident ke re, ke badile ke utlwa go tualo. Somebody 
who has the information, will tell us whether that is true 
or not.

Mr Speaker, on economic management, the President 
admits that the goose that lays the golden egg is in 
critical condition, yet this…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR PULE: Mr Speaker, ba ntseela nako jaanong.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR PULE: Nte ke gane pele tsala ya me, ke tlaa tla ke 
go bona.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: A ko o re bolelele 
publication eo monna.

MR HUNYEPA: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, ke 
tseela gore Honourable Pule is out of order ka go nopola 
a publication…, e bile ke kopa gore le wena Mr Speaker 
o re tsenye mo tseleng gore do we allow publications as 
reliable sources in Parliament?

MR SPEAKER: Vice President (VP) le Honourable 
Pule have clarified kgang eo Honourable Members. Ke 
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ne ke ithaya ke re ba e feditse. VP o tlhalositse gore tota 
e bile that is not what the publication is saying, e bua ka 
opportunity cost. I believe ke ya Sunday Standard, ya 
the Value Added Tax (VAT) on what the import of the 
delay is on opportunity cost.  

Jaanong in terms of the reference ya newspapers, 
the Standing Order says beside the Standing Order, 
the Powers and Privileges, the tradition including the 
previous ruling of other Speakers, re ka lebelela even 
what obtains in the House of Commons. There have 
been a lot of confusion about newspapers as a source 
of information, but coming from academia myself, 
I know that newspapers are a very valuable source of 
information, le gore di ka nopolwa. Kana ke gore o kare 
ga re tshwantshanye newspaper le buka. There are some 
books that you will read, and even make a book review 
that this book ought not to have been published in the 
first place, it is wrong in every material respect, but o bua 
ka buka e e published. Any publication can be gauged ka 
its own merits, in terms of the value of the information 
contained. Periodicals, le a itse le kwa library ya rona 
gakere go na le periodicals, so any periodical as far as 
I am concerned can be quoted, provided what it being 
quoted is Parliamentary. Gakere re utlwane Honourable 
Members?

MR MOTAOSANE: Procedure. Mr Speaker, ke go 
utlwa sentle, Honourable Pule le Honourable Gaolathe 
ba lekile go tlhalosa. Jaanong ka gore this statement se 
Honourable Pule e bile a reng “gatwe,” se teng se mo 
maranyaneng ke consultants and they are economists, 
they were analysing what they were analysing. Fa e 
le gore Puso e kgona to spend madi a a kalo on good 
course, for instance jaaka ba ntse ba bua ka gore go a 
kolotiwa go a tweng, if they find money and pay those 
debts, what is wrong with that? Kana he is just quoting 
gore, o utlwa gotwe Puso e spend madi a a kana. Ke 
batla go itse gore, if the Government has spent P10 
million a duela dikoloto le salaries, what is wrong with 
that? Is there anything that insinuates gore Honourable 
Pule a re there is carelessness in the spending?

MR SPEAKER: I have made a ruling on that point 
Honourable Motaosane. Honourable Pule tswelela le 
debate ya gago.

MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure. Ke 
ne ke re gongwe re nne very careful. Fa gongwe fa o 

nopola leina la pampiri nngwe, misquoting it, e bile 
e le bagwebi, ba bo ba iphitlhela e le gore Palamente 
ya Botswana e gogagoa leina la bone mo dikgannyeng 
tse ba senang bosupi ka tsone, fa gongwe re ka fitlhela 
se senyetsa batho ba bangwe business. So this must be 
avoided by all means. Ke ne ke utlwa o kare a re ga 
a tlhomamise, mme o batla go dirisa pampiri eo e le 
bosupi, mme dipalo le statement sa gagwe e se tsone. 
Jaanong ga ba yo fa go ikarabela, unless a ne a bala 
pampiri eo a e tshotse then we can accept, fa a akanyetsa 
e bile misquoting them, that is wrong. Thank you.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, indeed. Kana 
when you reference, you cannot reference mme o bua se 
se seyong mo go se o reng you are referencing. Ga ke itse 
gore a ke understanding kana interpretation, because I 
do not have the publication with me here. Honourable 
Pule a re “gatwe,” then refers to the Sunday Standard. 
Ke tsaya gore VP o lekile go gakolola gore, le fa go ntse 
jalo tota ga se sone se e bile le newspaper e se buang, 
mme le se e se buang it is speculative. Ke tsaya gore ga 
go tshwenye Honourable Members, a re tsweleleng le 
debate, re tswale kgang eo.

MR PULE: Ke a leboga Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa 
Palamente. The President admits that the goose that lays 
the golden egg is in critical condition, yet this warning 
was not born yesterday. The BDP has long recognised 
that diamond dependency was unsustainable hence the 
establishment of the Economic Diversification Drive 
(EDD), Special Economic Zones Authority (SEZA), 
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA), 
Vision 2026, all initiatives designed to broaden our 
economic place. 

The UDC Government deserves credit for its efforts to 
continue these programmes, but we must guard against 
policy romanticism. The promises of half a million jobs 
and large-scale state funded welfare expansion must 
be measured against fiscal realism. It is not prudent 
Mr Speaker, to increase recurrent spending when our 
growth rate barely exceeds 1 per cent. Ke ne ke utlwa 
maloba e bile gotwe e tsamaya kana gatwe something 
like minus 7 per cent or so, fa e le gore I am correct. Our 
revenue base is fragile and the global diamond market…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR PULE: Batho ba Modimo tlheng iketleng ke bue. 
Ehe, ke Lucas. Ke swaare sa me.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR LUCAS: Clarification. Ke a leboga Mr Speaker. 
Ke a leboga Honourable Pule. Ke ne ke re le fa o bona 
ke go rutile kwa sekoleng, fa gongwe o tšhoma thata. 
Ke ne ke batla o clarify sengwe. O ne o bua ka golo mo 
wa re ke policy romanticism, go tewa eng? Ke raya fela 
gore o ntlhalosetse ka bo kutshwanyane. 

MR PULE: Ke seemo se o tlaabong o bua ka mananeo, 
mme o bo o a tshasa sukiri fa godimo, o a tshasa 
cosmetics gore batho ba o buang le bone kana ba 
a leba ba kgatlhege. This is where I am fa ke bua ka 
policy romanticism. It is not prudent Mr Speaker, to 
increase the recurrent spending when our growth rate 
barely exceeds 1 per cent. Our revenue base is fragile 
and the global diamond market remains depressed. We 
must never give Batswana that hope, that is premature. 
Growth must be earned, not be …(Inaudible)... 

Social Protection Mr Speaker; good governance is 
not only about generosity, it is about ensuring that 
the generosity of today does not become the debt of 
tomorrow. The President’s noble vision for universal 
welfare must therefore be guarded by prudence not 
populism. We cannot spend our way into prosperity, we 
must build it through productivity, private sector growth 
and job creation driven by enterprise, not endless 
subsidies. 

Mr Speaker, I want to commend His Excellency the 
President for the bold plans to overhaul our social 
protection system and operationalise the single social 
registry. This is not just another policy announcement, 
it is a necessity step towards ensuring efficiency, 
transparency and fairness in delivering support to our 
people. I urge that we move beyond words and focus 
on swift practical implementation because our citizens 
deserve systems that work. 

As a member of the BDP, we fully embrace this vision, 
it builds upon the digitalisation agenda we championed 
through initiatives such as SmartBots, the one 
Government portal and other reforms aimed at creating 
a connected, inclusive and accountable Government. 
Let us deliver on this promise together…

MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, my 
point of order ke correction gore…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...

MR MOSWAANE: Nnyaa, statement sa gagwe…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)... 

MR MOSWAANE: No, ke filwe ke Speaker mma ke 
itlhalose, he will make a ruling after that. Ke ne ke 
re it is wrong gore a bo a raya Batswana a re UDC e 
solofetsa Batswana ditsiabadimo, dilo tse di ka se keng 
tsa direga. E bile a supa gore dilo tse re di buang ga di ne 
di kgonagala. Ke ne ke re ke go fe sekai Mr Speaker…

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, o ise o mphe sekai fela, go raya 
gore ga se point of order. Honourable Pule tswelela.

MR MOSWAANE: Ke batla gore… 

MR PULE: Ke a leboga Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa 
Palamente. Mr Speaker, I welcome the initiative to 
import Girolando cattle from Brazil and the promise of 
skills transfer to our farmers. However, I must remind 
this House that when the previous BDP Government 
procured breeding cattle from America under similar 
vision of improving our national herd, the very same 
voices, tsone tsa bo Moswaane, in today’s administration, 
were strongly opposed. It is therefore my hope that this 
renewed effort will not be a mere politics but a journey 
commited to strengthening our livestock sector. 

I must express my deep concern that even as the 
ploughing season is upon us, many of the agricultural 
support programmes initiated under the BDP including 
input subsidies and mechanisation schemes have been 
halted or delayed. Go didimetswe fela, tuu! Our farmers 
cannot wait as the food security depends on timely 
action not promises. 

In moving forward, I strongly recommend like the 
President has required, that we should offer solutions. 
I strongly recommend that Government establishes a 
national livestock genetic improvement and climate 
resilient centre. A partnership between Ministry of 
Agriculture, Botswana University of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (BUAN) and private breeders 
to coordinate all breed importation, research and 
farmer training. Evidence from regional model such 
as Namibia’s Livestock Breeding Centre and South 
Africa’s Agricultural Research Council shows that such 
institutions reduce dependence on imports, improve 
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herd productivity and build long term national capacity. 
Let us adopt this evidence-based approach to secure 
Botswana’s livestock future sustainability. 

Mr Speaker, land is not just an administrative issue, re le 
phathi ya Domkrag, we actually offer that we set clear 
targets through the 100, 000 plots initiative to reduce the 
…(Inaudible)…backlog in land allocation. I hope that 
SONA would outline a national solution that accelerates 
allocation, restores confidence in land governance and 
ensures that every Motswana’s right to land is protected 
and respected. 

Youth; we have young people who are not working. At 
the heart of any transformation …(Inaudible)…but in 
dignity of work, while BETP promises 512, 000 jobs 
in the next decade, you must ask what kind of jobs, 
for who and at what pace. Botswana’s unemployment 
crisis remains structural, not seasonal. Over 60 per 
cent of the unemployed and most poses qualification 
mismatched, …(Inaudible)…despite decades of reform, 
our education system continues to produce graduates 
trained to seek employment, not to create it. 

The challenges are not a shortage of plans but a shortage 
of execution that connects learning to labour markets. 
The skills for industry programme and Technical 
and Vocational Education Training (TVET) reforms 
highlighted in the SONA are welcome because it is 
exactly what BDP 2024 Manifesto advanced on page 
38 (vii). Ya re this must go beyond pilot stages, we 
need a National Apprenticeship Compact that directly 
links tertiary institutions, vocational schools and private 
industry. Furthermore, Mr Speaker, I agree with the 
fact that Government must also prioritise digital skills 
acceleration. Coding, data analytics, renewable energy 
technology and agrictech because Botswana’s next 
generation will compete not only with Gaborone or 
Francistown, but with Nairobi, Cape Town, Pretoria 
and the world at large. If we were serious about 
transformation, job creation must be anchored on 
letting every Pula spent on training, translating into 
employability and even public project produce, skilled 
not just completed structures. 

Governance, Peace and Security; Mr Speaker, our 
democracy was not built overnight, it was shaped by 
disciplined leadership. The BDP nurtured governance 
legacy for over five or six decades. A legacy grounded 
in consultation, accountability and fiscal prudence. 

Infrastructure; infrastructure remains the backbone 
of national transformation. Roads, rails, energy and 
broadband are the arteries that connect our economy to 
opportunity. The BETP focuses on A1 highway upgrade. 
The north-south rail and the digital infrastructure is 
commendable, something that we have to clap hands 
for. These initiatives are not new ideas, they represent 
the continuation of Botswana’s long-term development 
issue. Indeed BDP’s 24 manifesto on Page 59 clearly 
identified the development of key road infrastructure 
initiatives and other transport modernisation projects 
as critical enablers of diversification and trade. I 
therefore welcome this Government’s decision to revive 
and expand those commitments, particularly through 
the north-south rail corridor and renewed digital 
infrastructure. 

I am frustrated fela ke gore dikoloi tsa motlakase Mr 
Speaker, o kare they have been halted go se kae. Ke ntse 
ke utlwa batho ba ntšhaela gotwe ke tswa China. Ke tswa 
go ithuta go le go ntsi kwa China le ba ke neng ke na 
le bone jaaka Rre Morolong, Honourable Hikuama and 
Honourable Kaizer. O tlaa fitlhela e le gore batho ba ba 
kwa bale ba gatetse kwa pele fela thata. Re tshwanetse 
gore re lefatshe la Botswana, re gogele gone kwa pele.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Gompieno o a tšhoma. 

MR PULE: Tota e bile kana speech se ke ne ke se dira 
ke le kwa China ke na le nako. 

Se ke se eletsang Mr Speaker, I want to commend the 
Government for heeding our earlier advice on tollgates 
or tolling A1 highway. This is practical policy that 
will ensure infrastructure sustainability through user-
based financing, reduce maintenance backlogs, and 
create a predictable revenue stream for road upgrades, 
an approach long championed in previous policy 
frameworks. Se ke se eletsang Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo 
tsa Palamente ke gore fa Puso e dira jaana, go nne le tse 
gotweng alternative routes. I proposed mo Palamenteng 
yone e gore go agiwe tsela e e tswang kwa Malolwane e 
ya Mmaphashalala e le gore e tlaa thusa batho ba e leng 
gore gongwe ba tlaabo ba sa batle go feta ka tollgates, 
ba tsamaye ka alternative routes jaaka e le tsamaiso ya 
mafatshe otlhe ka go farologana. 

Digitalisation; ke batla go tlhalosa gore ke setse ke 
buile ka yone, re gatetse pele ka kgang eo. However, 
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Mr Speaker, I must express concern, despite references 
to digital transformation, SONA was silent on actual 
progress of connecting public facilities to reliable 
internet access. Even though SmartBots had outlined 
clear connection phases across schools, health facilities, 
social service points and district offices, many of 
these facilities especially in later roll out phases are 
still not connected. Without this connectivity, full 
implementation of e-Government remains delayed. 
Digital services cannot be rolled out on paper only, they 
require infrastructure that works. 

Mr Speaker, our people are still waiting, schools 
waiting for full high-speed connectivity jaaka re ntse 
re bua ka Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM). We cannot implement STEAM 
re sena a platform e e leng gore e tlaa ya go berekela 
mo go yone.

Health; Mr Speaker, I just want to hasten to acknowledge 
the Government for the ongoing efforts to strengthen 
our healthcare system. The commitment to open Sir 
Ketumile Masire Teaching Hospital to the public is a 
welcome and long overdue step. It will expand referral 
capacity, ease pressure on Princess Marina and improve 
access to specialised care. Mogopolo o ke ne ke sa rate 
phathi e e mo setilong e ikgatlha ka one ka gore ke wa 
rona, ke wa BDP. 

Mr Speaker, the question is how did we move from a 
system where patients could obtain essential medication 
at Government cost through private pharmacies to 
a situation where the country has had to seek ARVs 
support from Zimbabwe? Puso e e mo setilong e ne e sa 
batle kgolagano ya Botswana le lefatshe la Zimbabwe. 
Ke yone potso e ke e ipotsang gore tota gatwe go 
senyegile fa kae ka gore tota re itsege e le gore ga re 
bereke le Zimbabwe? 

Gender Based Violence (GBV) and Child Protection; 
Mr Speaker, ke batla go bua ke le clear. It looks like...

ASSISTANT MINISTER  OF WATER AND 
HUMAN SETTLEMENT (MR MOTSAMAI): 
Point of order. Mr Speaker, ke re motlotlegi a baakanye 
mafoko, o tswa mo tseleng. Ga go na ka letsatsi lepe 
le e leng gore Goromente wa gompieno o rile ga a na 
tirisanyo mmogo le lefatshe la Zimbabwe. Palamente 
e re leng mo go yone e, ke lefelo le e leng gore ke la 

boikarable jo bo kwa godimo thata. Jaanong statements 
tse di ntseng jaana fa di tswa e bile ka motho ka ikaya 
a ithutile, di very unfortunate, di a mislead e bile di 
a lotlhanya Mr Speaker. Ke ne re ke re o mmeye mo 
tseleng. Tanki.

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa mme ga ke a utlwa a dule mo 
tseleng. Fa e le gore ga le dumalane le ene, gongwe le 
mo ganetse. Tswelela Honourable Pule ka debate.

MR PULE: Ke tswa mo go ya gagwe e e makgwakgwa 
ya bo “se tshube naga.” O kile a re šhaota kana a re 
bolelela gore ditlhabololo tsa kwa Ghanzi ke tsa bo 
“se tshube naga” fela. That is why a bidiwa “se tshube 
naga,” jaanong fa motho a mmolelela jalo ga a batle. 

Mr Speaker, let me briefly highlight the pressing 
development priorities of Kgatleng East Constituency. 
Re-construction of Mmamashia...

MR SALESHANDO: Point of elucidation. E o e 
buang e ya Zimbabwe, a ga o rotloediwe ke gore UDC 
pele ga ditlhopho e ne e re go bopelelwe kgatlhanong 
le Zimbabwe ka gore e ka tswa e na le seabe mo go 
tsietseng ka ditlhopho tsa Botswana? A ga se mangwe a 
mabaka a a dirang gore o bue jaaka o bua jaana?

MR PULE: Go ntse fela jalo motlotlegi, tota ke 
tshwenngwa ke gone moo. Go ne go le maswe nako ya 
teng e bile le rona re tlhabiwa ke kgala.

MINISTER OF WATER AND HUMAN 
SETTLEMENT (MR RAMOGAPI): Point of order. 
Mr Speaker, with due respect, I know that you have ruled 
in this matter, but truly speaking, I am afraid to say you 
are wrong Mr Speaker. In my humble submission, we 
are not supposed to be talking against other countries 
mo Palamenteng ya lefatshe la Botswana, re bua gore 
lefatshe le lengwe le dira jaana, le utswa ditlhopho, 
le a re. Golo mo ga go a siama Mr Speaker, go senya 
tirisanyo ya mafatshe. There has been a ruling before ya 
bo Rre Skelemani le ba ba neng ba ntse ba le fa pele ga 
gago. So, ke tsaya gore le fa e le gore gongwe rulings tsa 
teng ga di go patike, mme fela ke tsaya gore ke kgang e 
e leng gore o tshwanetse gore o e sekaseke. Ke a leboga 
sir. 

MR SPEAKER: Nnyaa, ga ke itse gore a le reeditse 
Honourable Pule sentle. Honourable Pule a re lona le sa 
tswa go fiwa thuso ke lefatshe la Zimbabwe. A re lone 
lele le e rileng fa le santse le le ka kwa kganetsong, le 
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ne le na le kgalo e ntsi mo lefatsheng la Zimbabwe, that 
is his line of debate. So, if he is wrong, lona se le ka se 
buang ke gore, “nnyaa Honourable Pule, ga e ise e bo e 
re ka letsatsi lepe ra kgala sepe ka lefatshe la Zimbabwe, 
re le phathi kana re le mapolotiki a phathi e e busang.” 
Ke se a se buang. 

Honourable Ramogapi, ga ke itse gore a o nkutlwa 
sentle gore ka reng. Ka re the line of debate e a e 
tsereng a re he notes thuso e le e filweng ke lefatshe 
la Zimbabwe. Jaanong a re lone lele, le e rileng le le 
mapolotiki a kganetso la bo le ne le le kgala. Jaanong ka 
re fa e le gore he is wrong, lona le ka mo tlhamaleletsa 
gore, “nnyaa Honourable Pule, se re pateletse, ga re 
ise rona ya re re ganetsa ra supa lefatshe la Zimbabwe 
ka monwana.” Jaanong se ke dumalanang le wena 
Honourable Ramogapi se ke ka se keng ka se letlelela fa 
ke gore e re fa re le mo Palamenteng re bo re supasupa 
mafatshe a mangwe ka monwana re a ntsha ka leso 
legolo. E bo e nna o kare ke position e re e tsereng gore 
re tlaa bua ka tsela nngwe ka mafatshe a mangwe.     

MR PULE: Ke a leboga Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa 
Palamente... 

MR LUCAS: Clarification. Ke gore Honourable Pule, 
ga ke a mo tlwaela a tšhoma thata. Letsatsi leno o tšhoma 
thata, o kare o bua kgang e a reng, re le Botswana, re ne 
re ile go adima melemo kwa Zimbabwe. Ga ke a mo 
utlwa sentle. Ke batla a e tlhatswa sentle gore re ne 
re adima melemo e e ntseng jang, ya eng? Gakere fa 
gongwe Sekgoa se a tsietsa. Ke a leboga.

MR PULE: Nnyaa, melemo go papametse mo SONA 
gore ke Antiretroviral (ARVs). Go ne go ilwe go 
adimiwa ARVs motlotlegi. 

Mr Speaker, mma ke wetse debate ya me jaana, ke 
kopa projects tse di latelang; Mmamashia-Modipane 
road, Malolwane-Mmaphashalala road, construction 
of Mochudi-Modipane road e gompieno e leng mo 
mathateng ka ntata ya metsi le gore go engwe, ga go 
sa tlhole go dirwa. Ga go tsamaege kwa kgaolong eo. 
Development of internal roads kwa Mmathubudukwane, 
construction of Dikwididi Police Station, upgrading 
Modipane clinic and water connection to the river 
villages that we were promised by Tona Ramogapi gore 
e tlaare fa a sena go nna a bona madi, o tlaa re direla 
sengwe.

Mr Speaker, as I conclude, let us confront one 
uncomfortable truth; this administration repeatedly 
speaks of depleted coffers. Yet, never speaks of projects, 
programmes and infrastructure pipeline they inherited 
jaaka rehabilitation centre ya Serowe, the center e e kwa 
Maun ke ya rona, ke ya BDP. They delivered on our 
project but they only talk about depleted... 

HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order Mr 
Speaker.  

MR PULE: The story they preferred to tell is one of 
scarcity, but the story the nation knows is…

MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Nnyaa Saleshando 
o nna irritated mme ke ene motho wa dilo tse. Allow 
me to speak on behalf of my constituency, ga ke a tla go 
rapela ope kwano. Rraetsho, ke ne ke re go phoso thata 
gore a re, projects tsa bone, it is wrong. These projects 
re di tsere e le tsa Puso, re ya go di feleletsa tse di neng 
di ba paletse tsa corruption. Re a go di feleletsa re le 
UDC Government. Ga go na mo gotweng project ke ya 
Domkrag. Project ke ya Batswana, re tsere boikarabelo. 
Batswana ba rile tsayang Puso, batho ba ba a senya ba, 
le ye go baakanya. Re a baakanya. Thank you. 

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, go makgetho 
a le mmalwa e le gore wa re, point of order, point of 
procedure mme tota term e, ke ya gago ya boraro mo 
Palamenteng. Tsweetswee Mopalamente, Honourable 
Tokyo Modise o lebile mo go wena gore o mo kaele 
tsela, o mo supegetse Standing Orders gore di bereka 
jang. Jaanong o na le tšhesego e tona ya to debate 
Honourable Moswaane le to respond. O ka bo o kopa 
clarification mo go Honourable Pule. Ke motho yo o 
lebole mme fa gongwe he could have yielded for you.

MR PULE: Ke a leboga. Mma ke wetse Mr Speaker. 
This Government, the story they prefer to tell is one of 
scarcity, but the story the nation knows is very different 
like in the parable of the prodigal son. The BDP did 
not leave an empty home, we left an inheritance. We 
left the North-South Carrier Project, Mmamashia and 
Gaborone Water Schemes, Molepolole and Kanye 
Water Infrastructure, Boteti Supply Project and ongoing 
sanitation works across the country. The Bonno Housing 
Plan which they changed from Botswana Housing 
Corporation (BHC) initiative and renamed it Bonno, 
dual carriage way A1 feasibility, A3 upgrade, rural 
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electrification expansion, Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) framework e ba reng ba ya go e review, digital 
Government infrastructure.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification Mr 
Speaker.

MR PULE: These are not… Nnyaa, tsala ya me, nako 
ya me e tšhaile. These are not abstruct promises, they 
are only national assets, founded, designed and initiated 
before this Government took office. That is the truth. 
Like the father in the parable, the BDP did not withhold, 
we built, invested and left behind a foundation meant 
to be kept prudently. The concern today is that the new 
son in the home, shouts about what has been used up 
without acknowledging what he found when he arrived. 
A full storehouse of projects ready for continuation, 
expansion and completion. 

We urge the current Government administration to 
not behave like the prodigal son who squanders the 
inheritance while blaming the father, instead take the 
wiser path like the elder son who protects, preserves…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification Mr 
Speaker.

MR PULE: …multiplies what the family has built 
over generations. Botswana deserves stewardship not 
excuses, progress not revisionism and the leadership that 
honours the investment of yesterday while responsibly 
shaping the opportunities of tomorrow. I submit Mr 
Speaker. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR S. MODISE): Thank 
you very much Mr Speaker. Let me appreciate the 
opportunity to also to respond. Right from the outset, let 
me recognise the beautiful people of Kgalagadi South 
and let me applaud them for the decision they made over 
this weekend.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

DR S. MODISE: Just last week, others from the other 
aisle were very animated and chanting, and telling us 
how Batswana has lost hope, and that they were not 
going to vote for the UDC. Batswana told them, and 
showed them exactly what they prefer. There is no 
alternative, they still believe in the UDC.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

DR S. MODISE: The problem with the BCP, comrades, 
if I am to offer unsolicited advice, your problem is a 
problem of leadership. I do not know if you are shy 
about it. There can never be a situation where you have a 
leader, who leads you to defeat each and every election, 
and you are still keeping them. Let him go! You can see 
that your leader is a failure. Let him go! You have other 
quite capable…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

DR S. MODISE: …Honourable Lucas is there, 
Honourable Kapinga is there.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: It was caucused, o a e 
utlwa monna. Ke ya caucus e.

DR GOBOTSWANG: Procedure. Mr Speaker, kgang 
e, e boelela gantsi, e ba buang dikgang tse ba itseng 
gore ga se boammaaruri. Ba re, Honourable Leader of 
the Opposition (LOO), leader of BCP, o sale a ntse mo 
maemong, mme o tsene nako e le nngwefela le Boko. 
Ga ba bue gore Boko o tshwanetse a tswe. Boko o le 
jesitse, la bofelo a jewa ke ditlhopho. Ga ke itse gore fa 
motho a jelwe ke ditlhopho, e bo e le gore o ka tlhola 
o ema fa o ntse o bua ka yo o fentseng. Motho yoo, o 
jelwe! 

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification Mr 
Speaker.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, ema pele, o 
tlaa clarify kwa go Honourable Modise. Honourable 
Members, tsweetswee, ke a bona gore golo mo ke trend 
ya Mapalamente ba ba itseng tsamaiso. There is no 
point of procedure there Honourable Dr Gobotswang. 

DR S. MODISE: Thank you very much Mr Speaker. 
It gives credence to the point I am making. It is an 
issue of leadership, the Honourable Member here is 
a so-called leader in the BCP, but listen to what he is 
saying. Comrades, if you do not review your leaders, 
you are never going to win another election. 2029 
Rre Gobotswang, ene Tautona Boko yo, re tlaabo re 
mmusetsa kwano, wena o tlaabo o lebeletse o le kwa 
gae. I can assure you that. Fa e le ba ga rona ba BDP, 
re a itse gore go diregile jang, go ne ga sala mmala o 
mohibidu fela kwa Kgalagadi South. Re a itse Batswana 
ba le tlhobogile. 
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Mr Speaker, let me start with a few rebuttals, ordinarily 
I will have dealt into what the LOO was sharing but 
instead of getting alternatives, and this is something 
that the LOO does all the time. Instead of giving us 
alternatives of how if given a chance, they will run the 
country, we get treated to a fist of straw man agreements 
and ad hominem attacks. That is all they want is straw 
man agreements after straw man agreements Rre 
Gobotswang and ad hominem attacks...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: O palelwa ke melemo. 

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

DR S. MODISE: Nnyaa, ga gona nako comrade. 
Honourable Kapinga asked a very important question, 
a question of values. I was listening very attentively 
when he spoke about values, that where we are as a 
Government, our values should be visible, they should 
be expressed. Now Honourable Member, I do not know 
how you forgot this, because I know and I remember 
as a matter of fact, that I was with you. One of the first 
declarations that the President of our Republic made 
when he started office he said, the UDC Government 
is going to be a human rights-based Government. Talk 
about value. He did not just say that, he demonstrated 
indeed Honourable Kapinga, I was with you when 
helicopters, four-wheel vehicles, Government 
departments, Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs) 
and tourists descended into that quite village of 
Metsiamanong. I was with you Honourable Kapinga, 
when the UDC demonstrated its value, when we laid to 
rest our beloved brother, who had been languishing in a 
mortuary at the hands of the BDP for over three years. 
The UDC Government demonstrated its values, that we 
are a human rights centred Government.  

Not only did we end there to demonstrate this value. 
Just recently, we brought to this House a National 
Development Plan (NDP) 12, and BETP. At the core of 
that plan and programme is inclusivity. We argue that we 
want to build a Botswana that is inclusive, an economy 
that leaves no one behind. We mentioned interventions 
for women, for the youth, for the disabled and the 
marginalised. Showing that as a new Government, one 
of our values is inclusivity and this will also be espoused 
in the Constitutional Review that is coming up. So, I do 
not know how you missed this Honourable Member, but 

this was just a kind reminder to you, that indeed our 
values are visible in this Government.

Honourable Gobotswang, you were your usual animated 
self, too concerned with peripheral and superficial issues 
as usual. I have no problem with that, but you see you 
also seem to forget very quickly. Ke raya gore le fa go 
ntse gotwe Batswana ba lebala ka bonako, one of your 
concerns was that the President did nothing to respond to 
the state of health mokaulengwe. On the 25th of August, 
2025, only two months ago, not three months, not six 
months, not a year, only two months. Ke raya gore even 
if you want to argue cognitive decline, I mean which 
I would understand. The President declared a State of 
Emergency, to deal with the health crisis in the country. 
Now, for you to stand over there and be animated and 
claim that the President must be impeached, he must go, 
no! 

Let me remind you again kindly as I always do; the 
President is going nowhere. He is here to stay. Like I said 
to you, 2029, re a mmusetsa for his second term, wena 
you will be at home watching. If you want to consider any 
impeachment proceedings, it should be against yourself, 
because we cannot have an Honourable Member who 
has a two-months memory span, no, we cannot. Only in 
two months and you have already forgotten that we had 
a State of Emergency, no, we cannot Rre Gobotswang. If 
we are to have any impeachment proceedings, it should 
be against yourself. 

Honourable Mabuse Pule, it is a shame that he has left the 
House, but I was going to add, because he spoke about 
the legacy left by the BDP. Yes indeed, honourable, you 
left a legacy of a failed education system, dilapidated 
classrooms, a demoralised, unresourced, low paced, low 
morale workforce, you left a legacy. You left a legacy of 
hospitals without maintenance plans…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

DR S. MODISE: …you left a legacy of clinics that are 
crumbling, ceilings falling on top of patients, you left a 
legacy. What a terrible legacy you left for us! That was 
not enough Honourable Member, you left a legacy of a 
failed economy. An economy that we have to grapple 
with. Oh! You left a legacy for us. So when you mention 
all the things that the BDP has done, kindly do not forget 
to add those Honourable Member. 
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On the issue of Zimbabwe, I do not want anybody 
getting this point twisted. Bagarona, ka la re ke bue 
ka Setswana, re na le tirisano mmogo le mafatshe a a 
bapileng le rona Rre Lucas. Lefatshe la Zimbabwe re 
tswa kgakala re na le tirisano le lone, le mo mererong 
ya tsa melemo go ntse fela jalo. Ba ne ba dirisana le 
rona, fela jaaka le rona re kgona go dirisana le bone. 
Ga se bone fela; Namibia, South Africa le Lesotho 
ba mo teng. Jaanong go tlhoka go utlwisisa kgang 
e gore re bereka mmogo jang, e bo e re o tshwanetse 
gore o botse, o bo o raya batho o re tlang le boneng, re 
sweletse jaanong re tsaya thuso kwa Zimbabwe, ke go 
tlhoka boikarabelo, ke go tlhoka go bolelela Batswana 
boammaaruri. It is deceitful, it is beneath the office of 
Member of Parliament... 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

DR S. MODISE: Mr Speaker, I want to get to SONA 
as addressed by the President. Under the theme, “Steady 
path, delivering on our promise one step at a time.” 
Before I get to matters of health care, I want to start 
in other sectors, to show how holistic this SONA was. 
It was in three snap shots, the President set the tone 
and described for us where as a nation we are coming 
from, and added that we must reflect on who we are as 
Batswana. Reflect on our values, the spirit of ipelegeng, 
and of working hard that is in the deoxyribonucleic acid 
(DNA) of us as Batswana. That through challenging 
times, we have always emerged, and what we are facing 
currently is also a challenge that we will emerge from. 

The President did not end there, he went forth to give 
hope and how we intend to turn things around. I will 
start with the creatives sector. The President and the 
UDC Government must be applauded for their efforts 
within the creatives, P200 million from P2 million set 
aside for buying content from our content creators.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

DR S. MODISE: We have a lot of content creators, who 
are not able to monetise and benefit from their talent. It 
could be singers, comedians, poets, you name them. We 
now are sowing an intention as the new Government, 
that we are going to invest in our creatives. I have been 
listening since the pronouncement, and one of the cries 
that the creatives have out there is, when these efforts 
are made, usually there is not a trickle-down effect. So, 

I would like to encourage the Minister to listen to this, 
and make sure that it is our creatives who benefit from 
this, not people in administration, not people who have 
nothing to do with the creative arts, P200 million. 

We have also made efforts to set up rehabilitation 
centres. We have a rehabilitation centre that is almost 
completed in Serowe. We are working with the private 
sector to make sure that there is not just one or two, that 
in all our districts we have youth friendly rehabilitation 
centres, it could be with issues of alcohol abuse or 
drug use. We want to have youth friendly rehabilitation 
centres, and not send our people to hospitals that have 
stigma for this. 

We spoke Honourable Ramogapi, that we are going to 
give our people a 30 per cent reduction in water tariffs, 
not only water tariffs but also to make energy affordable. 
We did so for electricity. These are efforts that members 
in the opposition do not see, but gladly these are efforts 
that Batswana can see.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

DR S. MODISE: Imagine Rre Gobotswang, an old lady 
in Tswapong South who calls and appreciates that her 
livelihood has been changed. Motho wa Modimo o ne 
a amogela P830, jaanong o mo boitumelong jo bo seng 
kana ka sepe. A re le fa le sa goroga kwa le rileng le ya 
go mpaya teng ngwanaka, gompieno ke amogela P1400. 
Bona motsadi wa kwa Tswapong South, wena o bo o 
ema fa o re UDC Government has not done anything. 
Golo moo go tlile go go kgaoganya le batlhophi. You 
must be very careful. 

MINISTER OF WATER AND HUMAN 
SETTLEMENT (MR RAMOGAPI): Elucidation. 
Honourable Modise, o e tshwere sentle. Fa o lebeletse 
Batswana ka fa ba tlhaloganyang, e bile re sa tswang go 
tswa mo ditlhophong ka teng, a ga o bone go oketsega ga 
margin o wa UDC e ne e le go supa gore tota Batswana 
ba itumetse e bile ba bona pharologanyo e tona e Puso e 
ya UDC e e dirang? Ke a leboga.

DR S. MODISE: Ke a leboga motlotlegi. These elections 
were a vote of confidence to the UDC Government and 
if anyone else is in doubt, there is another by-election in 
Moreomaoto, we are going to win it.

Mr Speaker, speaking on the issues of governance, I 
am just going to touch a little bit on the sectors; one 
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that is interesting that Honourable Members want 
to conveniently not talk about is the Constitutional 
Amendment Bill that is coming before us this sitting. 
A Bill that seeks to set up a Constitutional Court; a first 
in our country, an apex court that will deal with issues 
of the Constitution. They want to belittle and demean 
these efforts as if the efforts are amount to nothing. We 
are going to have a completely inclusive Constitutional 
review process and the product that will emerge in it, is 
a product that you will see yourself in, in Ngamiland, 
Okavango, Ghanzi, Boteti and Kgatleng. It must be a 
Constitution that Batswana can be proud of and reflects 
their desires. Not what we saw being done in the last 
administration where we had issues of suggestions not 
being included at the convenience of the leaders at that 
time. We are going to have a genuine Constitutional 
review that will have participants being educated and 
having requisite knowledge on how to engage with 
the task force on this matter. We are going to take it 
to the Constitutional Court that we are setting up for 
ratification. If you do not agree with it, yes, there are 
many ways of doing it, just accept that this is going to 
be our way of doing it.

Mr Speaker, the President removed doubt from anyone’s 
mind who could be thinking that we will succumb to our 
challenging circumstances that will arise. He mentioned 
that Rome was not built in a day, but I am glad after one 
year, Rome is taking shape; brick after brick Rome is 
taking shape.

Mr Speaker and Honourable Members, on the Health 
Fund, we have already taken corrective measures to 
address the decades old challenges besetting our health 
system. We remain resolute in ensuring that our people 
have continuous access to all essential medicines they 
need. I want to urge Honourable Members; the same 
energy and vigour that you had when there were no 
medicines in the clinics and hospital, please maintain 
it. Now that we are rolling out medicines, maintain that 
energy and vigour, tell people that medicines are arriving. 
Go and have a Press Conference Rre Gobotswang and 
tell them, go to radio stations and talk about it, just like 
you do when medicines are not there.

Mr Speaker, just this Wednesday, we signed a 
Memorandum of Understating (MoU) with the 
Republic of India which will help us have more access 

to medicines and medical supplies that our people 
desperately need. As many of you are aware, India is 
a powerhouse when it comes to medicines and medical 
commodities, manufacturing and distribution. Our 
cooperation with them will definitely leave us far much 
better than we have been in the medicine supply area.

Still on the issue of medicines and medical commodities, 
I want to take this opportunity once more Mr Speaker 
to assure Batswana that the current challenges are 
temporary, the steps that we have taken will ensure 
continued supply of medicines to our people and they 
have already started to bear fruits. In fact, for ARVs, 
given the pace at which we are making progress, we 
expect the situation to stabilise earlier and I expect you 
to talk about it Honourable Dumelang Saleshando.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification. 

DR S. MODISE: Mr Speaker, as the President stated 
in the SONA, we intend to achieve universal health 
coverage for all our people. We intend to increase 
universal health care index from 55 to 75 per cent. This 
speaks to the value of inclusivity I was talking about 
Honourable Kapinga.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification. 

DR S. MODISE: Here is a Government that says no 
Motswana should face financial ruin because of their 
healthcare; you should not have a two-tier healthcare 
system; one for the rich and one for the poor people. 
Here is…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ke kopa tlhaloso.

DR S. MODISE: Here is an inclusive Government. Ga 
go na nako mokaulengwe. This is one of our values…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification motlotlegi.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ga go na nako.

DR S. MODISE: …to achieve this…Honourable 
Kamal.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR JACOBS: Clarification. Ke a leboga Mr Speaker, 
ke go dumedise. Comrade o e tshwere sentle. Batswana 
ba tshwanetse go gakologelwa gore when we say human 
rights-based Government looking at the fact ya gore 
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the previous Government had a member of Kgalagadi 
South a tsentswe mo mortuary for four years, Rre Boko 
a bo a tsena mo Pusong, it did not even take one week 
gore a tlhaloganye gore Motswana mongwe le mongwe 
o tshwanetse go fitlhiwa ka seriti. That is why re re 
human rights-based Government, go supa tota gore 
UDC is a human rights-based Government. Lona as the 
BCP, you have never spoken about this; rre yo o ntse foo 
for four and a half years. Go le bontsha gore tota lona 
le latlhegile. Re le jele kwa Kgalagadi, re santse re tlaa 
le ja gape.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR SPEAKER: Order Honourable Members! Standing 
Order 58.4. Tswelela Honourable Minister.

DR S. MODISE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank 
you Honourable Jacobs. As I was saying Honourable 
Members on the theme of inclusivity, we seek to achieve 
this universal health coverage Honourable Kapinga 
using the National Health Insurance (NHI). We have 
already started our stakeholder engagements, we are 
consulting widely and I hope Honourable Members are 
also participating because we do not want a situation 
where in the end, you will receive the Bill and then 
you treat it as a foreign document. We want you to 
participate and shape what NHI will look like. Please 
build the appetite to throw in your suggestions.

Mr Speaker, I am also happy that there has been a 
relocation of Primary Healthcare Services from the 
Ministry of Health to the Ministry of Local Government 
and Traditional Affairs, bringing services close to the 
people or communities. We are working on transforming 
our health system to turn it from a curative styled 
healthcare system to a preventative healthcare system 
that will emphasise screening and primary healthcare. 

We are going to deplore community health workers who 
will be in touch with the people at a local level and will 
be able to get real time data and statistics where we are 
from this community health workers. I see my time is up 
Mr Speaker. I thank you very much.

MS MANYENENG (MMOPANE-
METSIMOTLHABE): Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr 
Speaker, I rise to respond to the 2025 SONA delivered 

under the theme “the Steady Path: Delivering on Our 
Promise, One Step at a Time.

Mr Speaker, tsholofelo ga e tlhabise ditlhong. Ke tlaa 
simolola ka go lebogela gore ditsholofetso tsa rona re 
le ba UDC ga di a felela mo phefong. Re simolotse ka 
bagodi ba rona ba re ba tlotlang ba re ba ratang, re ne 
ra supa maikaelelo le maikemisetso a go ba tlotla ka 
go ba latlhelela madi a a kana ka P1400. Re ne re ba 
solofeditse P1800, mme go sa reye gore fa go le thata 
jaaka go ne go le thata, re sa kgone P1800, re se ka ra 
ntsha P1400 ka gore batsadi ba rona ba sotlegile ka 
sebaka. Re se ka ra lebala gore batsadi bangwe ba rona 
ba ne ba tlhokomela le bana ba masiela, go le thata mo 
go bone, mme ba tshela ka madi a mannyennyane.

Mr Speaker, ke tswelela pele ke re Puso ya UDC e bua 
ka go okeletsa tertiary students madi a itshetso. Re 
solofeditse bana ba tertiary gore ba tlaa tsaya P2500, 
mme e re re santse re ise re kgone P2500, ra bona gore 
bana ba dikole ba Technical Vocational and Education 
Training (TVET), ba dikole tsa tiro ya diatla, re ba 
simolodise ka go ba neela P1900 from P300.

Mr Speaker, gape ke gadime le ene Mr Tokyo, ke leboge 
the foot soldiers tse di neng di le kwa Kgalagadi ka gore 
I remember batho ba ba neng ba ile kwa rona re setse le 
tse dingwe ka kwano, re ne re tshela ka go romela madi 
a petrol e le gore mosepele o moleele. Kgaolo ele e tona 
thata Mr Speaker, go tlaa re re thulanye ditlhaloganyo 
gongwe e kgaolwe gape go nne le Kgalagadi Central, 
golo kwa ke mathata fela.

Gone moo bagaetsho, re rotloetse bana ba rona gore ba 
dirise sekole se sa TVET ka gore re na le bana ba ba 
nang le dikitso. Bana ba rona ba a panel beat, ba tsenya 
metlakase, ba a plumb mme ba se na gope fa ba tsenang 
sentle teng ba neelwa ditlankana formally gore ba kgone 
go itshetsa jaaka ba dikole tse dingwe. E bile go ne go 
supa o kare ba setse ba kgobega marapo o kare ga ba 
tsewe sentle mo thutong ya bone, o kare ga e na boleng. 

Ke santse ke leboga le ene Councilor Tirelo Setshogelo, 
o teng gone fa mo gallery. Mr Tirelo, re a go leboga 
thata rra, o ne o tshwere ditomo di gagametse, ke sone 
se o bonang re kgonne go bona phenyo. Legale rra, re 
santse re etela kwa Moreomaoto, ra re a re tsamaeng 
re ye go dira bonatla jo re bo dirileng kwa Kgalagadi 
South. 
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Mr Speaker, ke ne ke batla go supa gore kgang e ya 
matshwenyego a go fetlha motlakase kwa Morupule B, 
re santse re tlile go nna le mathata ka yone. Ke ne ke re 
a Puso e ya rona ya UDC e lebe gore solar energy e teng. 
E ntsi fela mo e leng gore e re re santse re lwa le gore go 
baakanya Morupule B, re bo re goga maranyane a. Re 
dira gore batho botlhe ba lefatshe la Botswana ka gore 
le segofetse, go na le letsatsi in abundance, re dirise 
motlakase o. Tautona segolobogolo o rotloetsa temothuo 
mme re ka e kgona ka gore re itse gore climate change e 
setse e fetotse dipaka, ga go sa tlhole go na le dipula. Fa 
re ka nna le go gogelwa solar power e mo ditshimong 
tsa rona, re ka kgona go epa le didiba Mr Speaker. Ke 
rotloetsa gore a Batswana ba ntshiwe mo lefifing le mo 
lenyoreng. Metsi a teng, re tlhoka go tsenyediwa didiba 
ka one motlakase o. Gape bagaetsho, re lemoge gore 
fa re ka nna le solar power e mo dikgaolong tsa rona 
ba re kwa ntle ga Gaborone kwa re senang magasigasi 
a dipone, mongwe le mongwe fela kwa a leng teng 
ga a nke a eletse go tla Gaborone. O ya go itsenyetsa 
motlakase one o wa marang a letsatsi, a itirela toropo 
ya gagwe mo ga gagwe, a itemela jaaka a batla, a na le 
metsi jaaka a batla, a tshuba jaaka a batla.

Mr Speaker, ke tswelele ke supe gore UDC promises di 
ntse di etla di mo tseleng jaaka re utlwile gore Roma 
ga a agiwa ka letsatsi. Re baya setena mo godimo ga 
setena. Go neela masea P300 ka kgwedi for lebaka la 
ngwaga, go tlile go thusa. Ke itse gore bomme re batho 
ba re tshabelelwang ke lehuma la go godisa bana re le 
nosi. Fa gongwe re sa tlhaloganye gore borraabone ba 
ile kae, kana le bone ba sa bereke. P300 ke sengwe se 
se tona se se tlaa dirang pharologanyo ya gore motsetse 
a kgone go bona gore o ka thiba diphatlha jang ka one 
madi a. Golo mo ke ntse ke maikaelelo le maikemisetso 
a Puso ya UDC e e eteletweng pele ke Rre Boko le Rre 
Gaolathe. 

Mr Speaker, fa re santse re bua ka solar power, re na le 
dikole le dikokelwana mo dikgaolong, ke tlaa gatelela 
thata mo dikgaolong ka gore re babalelwa ke motlakase 
wa grid wa Botswana Power Corporation (BPC). Fela 
fa dikole tse tsa rona di ne di ka tsenyediwa rooftop 
solar panels, ya tsenngwa mo clinics le madirelo otlhe 
fela a re nang nao, re tlaabo re ntse re tsweletse. O tlaa 
fitlhela fa gongwe ditirelo di emisitswe ke gore gatwe 
motlakase o kgaogile. Motlakase wa marang a letsatsi 

o re o filweng ke Modimo one tota ga se o gotweng 
o a kgaoga, jaanong ke ne re bagaetsho, a re nne re 
lebe. Ke ne ke eleditse gore my Honourable Minister, 
Mme Bogolo Kenewendo a bo a le teng gore a tle go 
utlwa kgang e gore tota marang a letsatsi ke one a re 
tshwanetseng go tshela ka one. 

Mr Speaker, jaaka ke buile, re tlaa kgona gore re le 
Batswana re simolodise dikgomo tsa mašhi jaaka re 
eletsa. Gore re kgone dilo tse ke gore gape re bo re ntse 
re na le motlakase one o wa solar panel kwa re leng 
teng. Go gama dilo tse go dirisiwa motlakase, mme gore 
mongwe le mongwe kwa a leng teng a kgone go nna le 
thulaganyo e, o tshwanetse gore a bo a supile gore ke ka 
kgona jaana le jaana. Honourable Dikoloti le ene fa a ne 
a le fa, re ka bo re supa fela thata gore dikgomo tseo tsa 
mašhi di goroge, go se ka ga tshabiwa sepe. Le dikgang 
dipe di se ka tsa re kgoba marapo ka gore re a bona gore 
exactly the trueness of UDC e ntse e a bonala. 

Re tlhoka youth cooperatives mo dikgaolong.

MR RAMOGAPI: Elucidation. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, o e tshwere ka botswerere. Kgang e ya dikgomo 
tsa mašhi ga e tshwanela go itaya Batswana tsebe. Ga go 
na gope kwa o ka di rekang teng mo Botswana. Fa di 
tla re di rekile kwa ntle kwa Brazil, ga re ka ke ra tla ra 
di gatelela e bile ga di ka ke tsa tla ka terena. Ke gore 
di tle fela ka flying machine ka gore ga go na kwa re ka 
di tsayang teng. E bile ke pharologanyo e tona le tsa 
Domkrag tse e neng e le tsa nama, o ne o ka di bona mo 
Botswana kana South Africa, tse ga go na kwa o ka di 
bonang teng. Re papamala fela e bile ga re tshikinyege 
mma, o e tshwere sentle. 

MS MANYENENG: Tanki Honourable Ramogapi. Ke 
ne ke re ke supe gore le gone kwa dikgaolong bagaetsho, 
banana ba rona ba eletsa go nna le dikoporase, youth 
cooperatives. O tlaa fitlhela e le gore dikeletso di 
bolawa ke gore le fa ba batlang go direla teng, ga go na 
motlakase. Gape ga go na jaaka ba ka kgona go goga 
motlakase wa BPC, o madi mantsi. Re santse re gatelela 
mo solar energy gore bagaetsho, a ko re tsenyeng tlhogo 
fela thata re lebe kgang e ya solar power. 

Bagaetsho, kana Mmopane-Metsimotlhabe, ke lefelo le 
le fa tlase ga toropo mme le tshabelelwa ke gore batho 
ba bo ba ya go aga teng kana ba hirisa. Dipalo tsa bana 
ba dikole di a oketsega ka gore le bone ba na le bana. 
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Jaanong ke na le bothata Honourable Speaker gore 
dikole tsa Mmopane e setse o kare kana ga di bereke 
sentle, mme e se gore ga ba bereke sentle, bothata e le 
gore jaanong palo e fetile. Mmopane Primary School fa 
o ne o se etse tlhoko, se tshwanetse go nna le bana ba 
le 860 mme ga go kgonagale ka keletso ya gore batho 
ba ba nnang kwa Mmopane jaanong re tsamaya fa go 
907. Tau Manthe se tshwanetse go nna le 800 students 
mme re tsamaya fa go 1, 098. Serameng Primary School 
se tshwanetse go nna le 850 mme re tsamaya fa go 
935. Honourable Minister, Basic Education, ke tsaya 
gore o ntse o tlhoile tsebe. Metsimotlhabe Primary se 
tshwanetse go nna le 800 students mme se tsamaya fa 
go 918. Ke gore ke batla gore fa ke balolola dipalo tse o 
lebe gore tse di di tladitseng tse di neng di sa tshwanela 
gore di nne fa re warrant gore go nne le sekole. Ke gore 
tse di ka fa thoko tse di setse di fetile 800 ka botsone, 
jaanong ke kopa fela gore a re okeletswe primary 
schools mongwame, bogolo thata jang kwa masimong. 
Re na le masimo go bidiwa ga Mmamhiko, Letswaana 
le Gamononyane. Bana ba ba tswang koo fa o ka ba 
bona ba tla ba bapisitse tsela Honourable Minister, o 
ka utlwa botlhoko thata e bile bogolo jang mariga kana 
dipula di na. Fa ba ne ba diretswe sekole teng ka kwa 
sides tsa bo Gamononyane, at least from Standard 1 up 
to Standard 4 gore fa ba fatlhogileng teng ba tsamaela 
kwa Metsimotlhabe ka dinao, ba bo bogolo ba le at 
Standard 5, e se bana ba ba nnyennyane. Ba ba nnye 
tota fa o ka ba feta mo tseleng, o fitlhela o sa itse gore 
o ba pege ba le kae, o tseye bafe, o se ka wa tsaya bafe. 
Golo mo go dira kgotlhang ya batsadi le barutabana 
mo kgaolong ka gore mongwe le mongwe o eletsa gore 
ngwana wa gagwe a tsene fa a nnang teng mme dikole 
tse di tletse. Jaanong ga go na jaaka barutabana ba ka 
dira. Fa ba gana, ba a report, ke solofela gore o nna o 
na le phones tse di supang gore barutabana ba gago ba 
gana go tsaya bana. 

Mr Speaker, re na le talente e ntsi e e tsitsibanyang mmele 
kwa Mmopane. Re na le baopedi ba dikhwaere, baboki, 
babetli le basigi. Golo kwa ke hub ya bodiragatsi. Re itse 
bo snooker, ke gore fa o batla go ruta batho snooker o tle 
kwa Mmopane. Ke kopa gore re lebiwe re le kgaolo e 
e tshwanetseng go agelwa sengwe sa bodiragatsi. Kana 
golo moo gape re leka go goga bana ba mo dikgaolong 
gore bodiragatsi jo bo diragatswe golo gongwenyana. 
Go nne le lefelo le ba kgobokanelang teng ba itlhokotsa 
gore le fa gotwe re batla go ya to act kae, kae, ba bo ba 
na le fa ba ntseng ba itlhokotsa teng. 

Mr Speaker, go na le tselanyana e e tswang mo 
Mmopane e kopanya Sir Seretse Khama Airport, it is 
about 4 kilometres, ke kopa gore fa e ne e ka kopanngwa 
le Mmopane, bojanala bo ne bo ka tsoga thata ka gore 
e ne e tlaare ba gologa mo difofaneng before ba tla 
toropong ba bo ba tsene ka Mmopane. Ba ye go bona 
gore kwa Mmopane re tshela jang, re na le bojanala jo 
bo ntseng jang. 

Mr Speaker, pele ga ke wela ke ise ke latlhegelwe ke 
nako, ke tsena mo go ya GBV. Bagaetsho, rotlhe re 
ka dumalana gore re tlhasetswe ke segajaja sa GBV 
mme o kare re palelwa ke go e lwantsha kana go e 
tlhatlhamolola.

Ke na le kakanyo le ba Mmopane-Metsimotlhabe gore 
a ko re simolole fela kwa moding gore fa le ela tlhoko 
kgokgontsho e, e simolola kwa malwapeng. Fa kgodiso 
ya ngwana e se yone, a golela kwa go senang lerato, kwa 
go senang kgodiso sentle le dipuo a sa rutiwe sentle go 
bua le ba bangwe, o gola a ntse jalo. O gola e le tau fela 
e e itseng gore, ga go na lerato mo motseng kana mo 
bathong. Ke lebogela gore Tautona o e buile gore o a e 
bona, e bile o e neela rona. 

Ke mo lebogele gore o re file tetla gore a re simolole le 
lenaneo la go dira molao wa GBV. Ke raya Batswana 
ke re, a e re re ntse re le kwa malwapeng, le re letele, re 
etla, re tlile go le bitsa. Le re fe maele a gore le eletsa 
gore go ka tweng ka kgang e ya GBV le le Batswana, 
ka gore ga se ya rona mo Palamenteng. Le re romile, re 
batla go le utlwa gore le akanya jang ka kgang e. Tota 
fa o ka ela tlhoko, o kare ga re re sepe. Bana ba fedile 
bagaetsho, ba basimane le banyana ba tshwana fela. Go 
fedile, e bile re ne re eletsa gore fa gongwe fa o ntse o 
bitsa phuthego o bitsa borre thata, o ba tlatsa mo ntlong 
o re le tle go thusanya GBV, o ka tloga wa re ga o ba 
direle sentle. Ba tlhoka gore le bone ba tsenngwe mo 
thutuntshong ya bone le bana ba basimane. Re kopanele 
kgang e, gore borra, re thuseng ka koo gore ka kwa 
basimaneng, gatwe bothata ke eng.  Re se ka ra lesa 
bana ba basimane fela, re bo re taboga le ba banyana re 
lebala gore batho ba, ke batho le bo kgaitsadiabone, ba 
tshela mmogo. 

Ke tlaa kopa go ntsha wa me mogopolo gore na le 
batho ba ba tsenang mo makgotleng a tsheko letsatsi le 
letsatsi gotwe o itseetse dikobo ka dikgoka. Motho yo o 
a atlholwa, o tsena mo kgolegelong, o a tswa. Fa a tsena 
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kwa ntle o tsaya dikobo gape ka dikgoka. The serial 
rapist gore golo fa a re bona re na le tema? Maloba 
ke ne ka bua gore ke eletsa gore batho ba ba fokodiwe 
bogale, ba nne sterilised. Ba fokodiwe go eletsa dikobo 
ka gore go tsene go sele. Ba betelela le bana ba bone. O 
tshotse ngwana, e bile o mo tswela pelo. Fa re ka fokotsa 
bogale jo, wa nna rraagwe fela, wa roma ngwana wa 
tswa mo dikeletsong tse dingwe tse di feteletseng, re ka 
thusega. Ke raya gore re tlaa nna re ntse re di akanya Mr 
Speaker, gore re bona GBV mo lefatsheng la Botswana 
e direlwe stiff penalties, go gagamadiwe molao. Molao 
o o gagamalediwe gore (i) motho yo a se ka a fiwa bail 
a santse a tlhotlhomisiwa, go ise go bonwe molato wa 
gagwe. A se ka a fiwa bail ka gore motho wa teng fa a e 
filwe, fa a tsena kwa o dira the same molato. 

Re akanya gore gape go nne le funding. Mr Speaker, fa 
re ka nna le madi a a rotloetsang shelters kwa bomme 
kana bakgokgontshiwa ba tshabetseng teng. Golo koo 
go tlhomola pelo, ga go na ditsompelo. Ga ba a katiwa 
jaaka le ne la utlwa motho a latetse motho at the shelter, 
a ya go mmolaela teng. Go ne go supa gore ditsompelo 
ga di yo. A re bueng re le Mapalamente, re eme ka dinao 
gore a shelters di sireletsege. Go nne le basireletsi kwa e 
reng motho a tshabetse teng, a bo a sireletsegile ka gore 
ke gone fela kwa a ka sielang teng. 

Mo gongwe ke gore, le bone ba molao ba Legal Aid 
re a itse gore ga ba duedise go le kalo. Re akanya gore 
le bone ba thusiwe ka madi gore ba thuse Batswana ba 
rona ba ba senang madi a go batla babueledi, ba ikemela 
mo melatong e ba tlaabong ba e dirile. 

Re tlhoka go itse gore bana ba, ba rutiwe lerato leng. 
Golo kwa dikoleng le gone go tlhoka specialists; 
barutabana ba ba tlaa itseng gore ba tsenetse go tla go 
ruta bana fela go itse gore ke motho le kgaitsadie. Ba 
gole kwa sekoleng, go lese dintwa tse di nnang teng. Ba 
tlhokomelane, mme golo mo go batla go dirwa e le thuto. 
Re se ka ra lwa le bone ka gore ba tsoga kwa malwapeng 
a go lowang. Fa a tsena kwa sekoleng yo mongwe a re o 
tsere rubber ya gagwe, o a mo itaya le ene. Re tshelela 
mo dintweng. Re akanya gore a melawana e baakanngwe 
e e gender sensitive, e e tlaa thusang gore kwa Health le 
Education e nne teng. Re setse re gatetse pele, ke buile 
gore GBV Bill e etla. Re batla gore mo go yone go nne 
le melao e e tlhwaafetseng, e seng metshameko e ke 
ntseng ke bona o kare e a diragala e. 

Mr Speaker, SONA e re file tsholofelo, the true north. 
Ga re a tshwanela go fetsa SONA go sena sepe se se 
supang gore SONA e ne e se beile mo tafoleng. Ke eletsa 
gore re le mapolotiki, re dira melao, a re e baakanyeng 
bagaetsho. A re baakanyeng ka gore bana ba ba rona re 
tshwanetse re ba dibele ka go dira melao. Melao e, ke 
eletsa gore re e tseye mo Batswaneng gore re akanya 
gore tau e, re ka e tlhasela go le kae. 

Se sengwe gape se ke neng ke eletsa go se bua, ke akgole 
Rre Maele ka TVET. Ke mo reye ke re, ba Mmopane-
Metsimotlhabe rra, ba re ba emetse brigade mo go wena. 
Ntletsentletse ya talente e e kwa ele, fa o ka tsena, o ya 
go fitlhela dijarata di rwele dikoloi, ba a khenekha. Re 
na le ba metlakase, plumbers le electricians gone kwa. 
Basadi ba a loga, salons eng le eng sir. Re kopa gore 
re neele brigade, bana ba rona ba tsene ba tle ba fiwe 
sentle ditlankana Mr Speaker. E re kamoso ba ipulele 
dikgwebo kana ba phuthane e le bone ba ba neng ba 
bereka koo, ba itirele letseno, ba hire ba bangwe ba ba 
ka kgonang. 

Tota fela jaaka ke buile, tsholofelo ga e tlhabise ditlhong 
rra. Go ne gotwe ke go bolelele gore re lebile kwa go 
wena, re thuse, re fa tlase ga gago. Re a sokola le fa re tla 
Gaborone, ga re kgone go bona ditiro ka gore batho ba 
bangwe ba batla go re hira mme ga re na ditlankana. Ga 
go na gope kwa re fetileng teng in a formal institution.

Bagaetsho, ke santse ke lelela gore mo lefatsheng la 
Botswana o kare re tlhwaafaletse go bua gore go direlwe 
bana, re lebala gore go na le bagolo. Ke eletsa gore a 
re nne le forums tsa bagolo mo dikgaolong. Re nne re 
phutha bagolo, re ba kopa meono, kana dikakanyo. Fa 
o ka tsenelela sometimes Elders Commemoration Days, 
kana elders celebrating, batho ba ba lelela gore le bone 
ba kile ba bo ba bereka. Ba a itse gore Puso e tsamaisiwa 
jaana. Ba kile ba bo ba le mo Dikgotleng, ba le kae. Re 
ka ipha nako fela gotwe tlang kwano re tle go bua gore 
le eletsa re ka tsamaisa jang, kana kgaolo e ka tshwarwa 
jang. Jaanong ke re...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.

MS MANYENENG: I yield.

MR MONAGENG: Point of elucidation. Ke a leboga 
Motsamaisa Dipuisanyo tsa Palamente. O e tshwere 
sentle thata Mopalamente yo o tlotlegang. A o raya jaaka 
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o ne o ile Molepolole maloba re na le tiro ya bagolo ya 
Elders Wellness Day, e bagolo ba neng ba feta 3, 000 
mme ba itumetse thata? A o raya seemo se se ntseng 
jalo mma?

MS MANYENENG: Ee rra, ke mo go yone eo gore 
a re rateng batsadi ba rona, a re rateng bagodi ba rona. 
Go ba direla gore ba kgobokane jalo, ke nngwe ya go 
ba lelefaletsa malatsi a bone. Re ba okeletsa malatsi a 
bone ka gore ba a bona gore re a ba gakologelwa. Ba a 
bona gore re a ba tlotla. Ke yone kgang e ke reng mme 
go supa gore re a ba tlotla gape, a ko re ba bitse. Let us 
engage le bone. Re ba botse gore re fapogile fa kae. Ke 
yone kgang e ke neng ke ba raya maloba ke re, re lesa 
bana ba nna mo matlong ba sa nyalana, ra reng gone 
foo? Ke tsone dilo tse re tshwanetseng re nne re di tlotla 
le bone. I thank you Mr Speaker.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Applause!)...

MR FURNITURE (TATI EAST): Ke a leboga Mr 
Speaker. Ke dumedise Batswana le Mapalamente a 
a tlotlegang mo Ntlong e. Sa ntlha fela ke lemoge 
Mopalamente wa Kgalagadi South, yo o tlhophilweng 
yo mosha, Modise yo mongwe. Go raya gore Puso e 
e tlaa disiwa thata ka botswerere, fa e le gore le na le 
Modise. Re supe fela jaana gore tota fela ditlhopho tse 
di neng di feta tse, UDC e kgonne go bona setilo sa yone 
se Batswana ba neng ba se e file le rona re ntse re na le 
ditilo tsa rona tse 15. Ga go a fetoga sepe se se kalokalo, 
go tshwana fela le Motshegwa a le mo kamoreng, a bo a 
bereka go tšhikisa bolao a bo lebisa kwa botlhabatsatsi, 
kamoso o bo lebisa kwa bophirima a bo a re, “tlang le 
bone ke rekile bolao jo bo sha.” Re a go leboga rra, ka 
phenyo eo. 

Sa ntlha fela ke leboge mo puong ya ga Tautona le Puso 
ya UDC e ntšha gore, ba bo ba tsile ka thulaganyo ya go 
bala dikgang mo Radio Botswana (RB1) le Botswana 
Television (Btv) ka diteme tse di farologaneng, tse nne 
mo nakong ya gompieno. Ke selo se re se lebogelang 
thata Puso e, e nang le ngwaga e tsamaela go tsofala. 
Seo ke tumelo ya BCP, go tsweng kgakala re ntse re 
dumela jalo. Rona mo BCP ga re felele foo, re dumela 
gore thulaganyo e e tshwanetse ya atolosetswa kwa 
thutong, bana ba kgone go rutiwa ka leleme la batsadi ba 
bone, ba le kwa pre-school go ya go tsena kwa standard 
3. Ke yone thulaganyo ya BCP, gore ngwana a kgone 

go kapa dithuto a tshware ka bonako. Ke nngwe ya dilo 
tse ke le di akgolelang, ke dumela gore le tlaa tsaya 
dikgakololo tseo…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR FURNITURE: …ka gore le kopa solutions ka 
kwano. E nngwe e ke akgolang Tautona ke gore, a bo 
a bulela sepatela sa Sir Ketumile gore Batswana ba 
kgone gore ba se dirise, ke nngwe ya dilo tse ke bonang 
gore le lekile. Tse dingwe tse le di buang, re tlaa re ke 
dipitse bakaulengwe re di bone ka mebala ya tsone, ka 
gore ga re batle gore re bo re simolola re fa Batswana 
ditsholofetso tse di kwa godimo, kamoso le bo le re 
tlhabisa ditlhong, jaaka re le itse. 

Ya boraro, ke kgang ya letlhoko la ditiro mo lefatsheng 
la Botswana le le re apesitseng kobo ka letshoba. Fa o 
a lebelela mo ditsholofetsong tsa lona, le supile gore 
le tlaa tlhama ditiro di le 100 000 mo ngwageng wa 
ntlha. Fa e le gore tlhaloganyo ya me e mpolelela sentle 
Tokyo Modise, 100 000 jobs mo ngwageng, ngwaga o 
ne o wela ka October, go raya gore o goroga rraetsho 
re solofela gore o tla o rwele ditiro tse 100 000, gore 
Batswana ba tle ba bone diphatlha tsa mebereko. 

Se sengwe se se tshwenyang thata ke gore, e bile ke 
batla gore ke e amanye thata le diphathi tsa sepolotiki 
le to set targets. UDC e ne e ipeetse targets tse di kwa 
godimo thata, tse fa gongwe ba sa kgoneng gore ba 
ka di fitlhelela. Fa ba botswa gore le tsamaya fa kae 
ka ditsholofetso, ba tlala bogale, ba a omana e bile o 
bona gore banna ba ba batla ntwa. Re tlaa tswelela 
re ntse re le tlhodumela, ka gore tiro ya rona ke go le 
tlhodumela. Lona bakaulengwe ga le na tshwanelo ya 
gore tlhodumela kwano, ke rona re tlhodumelang lona 
ka koo. Lona le a busa, tshwanelo ya lona ke gore le 
buse, le diragetse le tlogele go nna le ntse le ngongorega 
thata. Fa go pala le gone le ka re kwalela, ra tla ra bereka 
mmogo go ya kwa pele.

Se sengwe se ke neng ke batla gore re…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR SPEAKER: Hang on Honourable Furniture. 
Freeze the clock. 

“EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP”
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MADAM SPEAKER (MS MANYENENG): Continue 
Honourable Furniture.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification 
Honourable Furniture.

MR HIKUAMA: Clarification. Ke a leboga 
Honourable Furniture. Se o se buang gore bagarona ba 
UDC ba filwe boikarabelo jwa go tsamaisa lefatshe le 
go diragatsa tse ba di solofeditseng setšhaba. Jaanong o 
bua gore ba fetogile go nna baganetsi ba BCP, ka gore 
ke sone se se diragalang fela fa ba emelela. Le gore ba 
beilwe pele SONA ke Tautona, ba lebetse, bone jaanong 
ba garumela the response, ba ikgatholositse SONA. 
A ke sone se o se tlhalosang seo gore, ba tsepame mo 
tirong ya bone ya go busa le to deliver? 

MR FURNITURE: Boammaaruri Honourable 
Hikuama. Tota fela batho ba ba itebetse thata, fa o 
bona Motshegwa a tsentse tlhogo. O lebetse gore 
ke Mopalamente wa Mmadinare e bile ke Tona…
(Interruption)…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam 
Speaker.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS (MR MOTSHEGWA): 
Point of order. Mopalamente o neetswe sebaka sa to 
respond to SONA, o ka lebaganA le sone a lesa go 
ntsenya mo teng, le ka fa a buang ka teng. Ke ngwana yo 
monnye, fa ke ka mo goletsa molelo o tlaa šhasharala. A 
a lebagane le dikgang. 

MR FURNITURE: Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. 
E nngwe kgang e ke batlang go bua ka yone thata ke 
political party funding e Tautona a sa buang ka yone. 
Tota fela bakaulengwe go lebega ba jele semenogane, 
ba fetogetse tumalano e. Golo mo Madam Speaker, re 
go bone maloba kwa Tsabong, Kgalagadi, go supa gore 
fa re ne re go bua re go dumalana le bone, e ne e le go 
leka to level the playing field ya sepolotiki. Thulaganyo 
e re neng re e bona, o fitlhela e le gore jaanong 
bakaulengwe…(Interruption)…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam 
Speaker.

MR FURNITURE: …resources tsa Puso, ba kgona 
gore ba bo ba tlhomaganyetsa helicopters ba bo ba ya 

go ipapatsa, rona re se na thulaganyo eo. Political party 
funding ke yone e ka rarabololang bothata jo.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Furniture, there is 
a point of order.

MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Madam Speaker, 
ke ne ke re go ka mislead Ntlo e le setšhaba gore, 
Honourable Furniture a bo a ka bua fa pele ga Ntlo e, 
gore the UDC Government e fetogetse thulaganyo ya 
political party funding. E ke nang le tumelo ya gore, ka 
ntata ya kwelotlase ya itsholelo, o ne o ka se ke wa neela 
diphathi tsa sepolotiki madi gore ba ye to campaign 
melemo e seyo. Ke tsaya gore ke thulaganyo e ntse jalo, 
a a ipaakanye mo statement sa gagwe. Order ke gore 
he is misleading the nation, ke tloga ke mo kopa gore a 
ntshe bosupi gore re boetse morago fa kae tshwetso eo, 
a tle a e papametse re e bone gone fa. 

MADAM SPEAKER: E utlwetse. Honourable 
Moswaane, ke tsaya gore ke debate, mo emele o tle o 
debate o mo iteye. 

MR FURNITURE: Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. 
Thulaganyo e, tota e botlhokwa thata mo pusong ya 
batho ka batho. Go ka gakgamatsa gore bakaulengwe 
re ne re ngakaletse re ganetsa Domkrag mmogo re 
dumalana ka thulaganyo e, e bo jaanong ba goga dinao 
mo go yone. Ke dumela gore se, se raya gore ba leke 
gore ba tsiboge thata.

Lebelela ka fa gongwe Puso e dirang ka teng gompieno, 
maloba re ne re bona being surprised ka dikoloi 
tsa GMC. Dikoloi tse mo nakong ya gompieno di 
tlhomolang pelo ke dikhutsana, ke masiela di latolwa 
ke Domkrag, di latolwa ke UDC. Ke gore ga di itse 
gore gatwe motsadi wa tsone ke mang. Thulaganyo e, 
go dirisitswe madi a a seng kana ka sepe. Ga gona ope 
le fa e le Tona ya UDC, yo o batlang go tlhalosa gore 
dikoloi tse gatwe di rekilwe jang, bokae. E kare tennis 
ball, yo mongwe o e tikela kwa, yo mongwe o e tikela 
kwa. A ba tswe kwa ntle ba papamale jaaka mokgweetsi 
wa terekere, ba re bolelele gore ke mang yo o rekileng 
dikoloi tsa America.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR FURNITURE: Se sengwe gape sa bosupa ke gore, 
kwa kgaolong e ke e emetseng ya Tati Botlhaba…
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MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, le 
gakologelwe Standing Order 58.4. Le tlaa nna le 
mathata.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MADAM SPEAKER: Tswelela honourable. 

MR FURNITURE: …ke kgang ya tlhaelo ya metsi. 
Maloba re ne re debate NDP, fa o lebelela kwa motseng 
wa Shashe Bridge kwa go nang le letamo la Shashe, 
Matshelagabedi, Matsiloje le metse e e mo kgaolong e 
ya Tati Botlhaba, go na le tlhaelo ya metsi e e seng kana 
ka sepe. Mo Pusong e e fetileng, re ne re tlhalosetswa 
gore tlharabololo ya to address mathata a, ke the greater 
Francistown Master Plan, e lephata la ga Ramogapi ba 
sa bueng sepe ka kgang e. Batswana jaanong ba bolawa 
ke lenyora le le utlwisang botlhoko thata, kwa Tati 
Botlhaba. Ke nngwe ya dilo tse ke batlang gore, fa go 
ntse go tsweletse di rarabololwe, gore Batswana ba tle 
ba kgone go bona thuso.

Tlhaelo ya melemo kana didirisiwa mo go tsa botsogo, 
fa o lebelela fela mo kgannyeng e, ga go na ditsompelo, 
le tsone fela mo Gaborone, ditsompelo di tshwana le 
to fill meno, fa motho jaanong leino le opa, gone mo 
Gaborone, o a sokola thata gore a bone thuso, re na le 
Tona a bidiwa Dr Modise. Sa gagwe fa gongwe e le 
go tlhola a shakgetse fela thata mo Palamenteng, mme 
batho bone kwa ba tshwaragane le bothata jo bo seng 
kana ka sepe. Re ne re re kgang yone e bakaulengwe, le 
e tsibogele fela thata. 

Go na le kgang e nngwe gape e ke batlang gore ke bue 
ka yone, e ke dumalanang thata le Tautona, e a neng a e 
bua nako e nne a ipapatsa thata, a bua gore Batswana ke 
batho ba ba mo dikolotong tse di gakgamatsang, mme 
ka nako ya teng o ne a supa gore fa a filwe sebaka, ba 
tlaa phimola dikoloto tsa Batswana. Kgang e, re a bona 
gore Batswana ba ntse ba frustrated. Fa the Leader of 
the Opposition (LOO) a ne a bua gore Batswana ba 
frustrated, ke yone thulaganyo ya dikoloto, Batswana 
ba gateletswe ke dikoloto mo go gakgamatsang, mme 
go tlhokana le go tsibogelwa dilelo tsa Batswana go tle 
go nne botoka thata.

Hospitality; re na le batho ba hospitality; ba lodges 
and hotels ba e leng gore ba a lela ka gore Goromente 
le tlaa gakologelwa gore o ne a na le thulaganyo ya 

imprest, gore a leke go rotloetsa dikgwebo tse di fang 
boroko, jalojalo le tse dingwe. Jaanong go bo go nna le 
thulaganyo e e neng ya nna teng ya gore batho ba neelwe 
per dium. Dikgwebo tse di a sokola thata mo nakong 
ya gompieno ka gore le tlaa itse gore babereki ba ga 
Goromente ke bone fa gongwe ba tsamayang thata, ba 
ya kwa le kwa, ba le mo ditirong tsa Puso, mme ba thusa 
dikgwebo tse gore di kgone go tsenya letseno. 

Se sengwe gape se ke batlang go bua ka sone ke gore 
maloba re ne re utlwa Honourable Hunyepa a bua gore 
BCP le Domkrag ke phathi e nngwefela, a bo a sotla 
BCP mo go kanakana. Ke ne ke re ke mo gakolole 
gore mo Cabinet ya UDC, go na le batho ba ba neng 
ba ikamantse le Domkrag ba le seven gone ka koo; le 
na le Honourable Ramogapi, Honourable Dikoloti, 
Honourable Mmolotsi, Honourable Maele, Honourable 
Ookeditse, Honourable Kenewendo le Mothusa Tautona 
Rre Gaolathe. As opposed to kwano, motho yo o neng 
a le kwa Domkrag o mongwefela, ke Honourable Unity 
Dow. Gore o bo o tla fa o re BCP e dirisanya le Domkrag, 
ke gore o re supa ka monwana, mme menwana yotlhe 
e go supile gone ka koo. Mokaulengwe, kgang e e 
diphatsa, o e ele tlhoko thata.

Tona, go na le kgang ya …(Interruptions)…teachers, ba 
ba mo lephateng la gago Tona. Since 2016, barutabana 
bone ba, ba ruta bana ba ba bannyennyane, mme fa 
o re o ela tlhoko, ga ba kgone go bona promotions 
Honourable Hunyepa. Mabaka a teng e le gore kana ba 
ruta bana, mme bana ba teng ga ba kwale examinations, 
mme barutabana ba, o kare Puso e ba itlhokomolositse 
thata fa go tla mo dikgannyeng tsa promotions le tse 
dingwe fela jalo, ga ba bone thuso epe e e kalokalo, ke 
ne ke re o leke gore yone e, ka gore ke lephata la gago, 
o e sekaseke mokaulengwe gore barutabana ba le bone, 
ba tle ba bone ditshwanelo tsa bone. E bile fa gongwe 
fa go na le tlhaelo mo sekoleng, bagokgo ba kgona go 
ba kopa gore ba rute streams tse dingwe. Jaanong ke 
nngwe ya dilo tse ba lelang ka tsone thata, ka fa tlase ga 
Puso ya lona ya UDC. 

GBV, ke nngwe ya dilo tse di tshwenyang fela thata, 
tse e leng gore e bile ga di amogelesege mo setšhabeng. 
Fa gongwe gore moeteledipele a tshwana le Tautona a 
bo a feta ka kgang ya teng fela a sa leke gore gongwe a 
fe ditharabololo, le tsholofelo le tshepho mo setšhabeng 
gore mme ka gore tota golo mo go a diragala mo 
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matshelong a batho, le gone go reetsa batho gore tota 
phologolo e gotweng GBV re ka e lwantsha ka tsela e 
e ntseng jang, ke sengwe se se tshwenyang thata ka fa 
tlase ga Puso ya lona. Ke dumalana le Moeteledipele 
wa Kganetso gore tota fela GBV e tshwanetse to be 
treated jaaka a criminal offence e bile with strict legal 
consequences go leka go babalela ba ba amegang.

Kgang e nngwe ke ya dikgomo. Re a utlwa gore le na le 
keletso ya go oketsa dikgomo go ya go tsena kwa go 5 
million, mme ke batla gore ke le bolelele gore rona kwa 
re tswang teng, kwa Zone 16, re santse re na le mathata a 
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), 2001, 2009, 2011 and 
2022. FMD e ntse e re apesitse kobo ka letshoba ntateng 
ya go tlhoka terata go tswa kwa gate ya Maitengwe, 
Ramokgwebana go ya go tsena kwa Bobirwa. Ke batla 
go le tlhomamisetsa gore fa le sa address mathata a, ga 
re ka ke ra lala re bone dipalo tsa lona e nne ditoro tse di 
diragalang ka gore go tlaabo go ntse go tshwana fela le 
nako e e fetileng. 

Honourable Ramogapi o emeletse, o ne a defend 
dikgomo tsa Brazil ka tsela e nngwe e e gakgamatsang, 
mme ke ene motho yo o neng a goeletsa thata Domkrag 
fa e reka dikgomo kwa America. Ga ke itse gore jaanong 
gompieno, motho o ka le kaya a re le eng, le Mpho le 
Mphonyana kana ke Andile le Sandile, ga ke tshware 
sentle gore tota ka ditiro tsa lona, o kare le a tsamaelana 
ka fa re bonang le dira dilo ka teng. Le tlhaga le tswa ka 
fa Brazil, bale ba ne ba tswa ka fa America, mme lotlhe 
le ntse le kopanngwa ke dikgomo ka tsela e e ntseng 
jalo. Bakaulengwe, le ele tlhoko thata kgang e. 

Tautona o ne a bua ka 24-hour service...

MR MMUSI: Clarification. Ke ne ke re fela ke go 
tlatse gore kana ke sale ke ntse ke…

MADAM SPEAKER: Ga ke ise ke go supe.

MR MMUSI: Ehe! Sorry.

MADAM SPEAKER: Continue.

MR MMUSI: Madam Speaker, ke ne ke re kana ke 
jaaka re sale re ntse re go bolelela gore dilo tse tsotlhe 
ba fitlhetse go setse go dirilwe, ba tsweledisa fela. Ke a 
leboga mokaulengwe.

MR FURNITURE: Ke a leboga Honourable Mmusi. 
Ke lemoga jalo le nna gore golo fa ke mawelana tota. 
Batho ba ba dira ditiro tse di tshwanang fela le tsa lona. 

Se sengwe ke ya 24-hour service, gongwe e nne 
Tautona a feta ka yone a le kwa Tsabong. Ke ne ke re 
gongwe yone e, re tsenye thutonyana e nnyennyane gore 
gongwe sekasekang gore le oketse services ka Saturday 
le Sunday ka gore World Bank le baitseanape ba tswa 
kgakala ba ntse ba gakolola Goromente wa lefatshe la 
Botswana gore the wage bill e kwa godimo, at P2.5 
billion ka kgwedi. Jaanong fa e le gore wa re o ya go 
oketsa shifts, o bo o hira batho ba le bantsi, jaanong o ya 
go kgona jang go duela batho ka tsela e e ntseng jalo? 

E tshwana le yone e ya ga Honourable Mokgware e a 
e ratang thata ya insourcing. A lebala gore kana fa o 
insource, wage bill e a oketsega, you balloon the wage 
bill, go bo go raya gore jaanong o le Puso o ya go 
palelwa kana o ketefalelwa ke go dira dilo dingwe ka 
ntateng ya gore jaanong o na le bokete jo o bo rweleng 
mo tlhogong. 

Kgang ya babereki ba pele ba Tati Nickel, ba tota ba 
batlang go duelwa, ke selelo le khuruanyo ya meno Rre 
Mohwasa gore ba duelwa leng ka gore ba a bona gore 
moepo jaanong o bone babeeletsi ba ba sha, ba Tataki. 
Dituelo tsa bone ba tlaa di bona leng. Ke nngwe ya dilo 
tse e leng gore re deal le tsone letsatsi le letsatsi. 

Thaelo ya lefatshe la masimo; fa le ntse le tsamaya le ya 
go batla babeeletsi kwa ntle, Batswana le bone ba eletsa 
go bona gore a mme ba ka nna le masimo. Re boleleleng 
gore masimo a a kwa Sebele ale, ke eng go sa lemiwe ga 
ntshiwa dijo fela tse di bonalang, gore re bone gore a re 
ka nna sufficient thata mo go tsa temo le go ijesa, re le 
lefatshe la Botswana. Ke nngwe ya dilo tse ke dumelang 
gore le tshwanetse la di tsibogela thata. 

Kgang e nngwe e e tshwenyang ke ya kadimo ya madi. 
E re le ntswa go siame gore re le lefatshe re ka adima 
madi kwa ntle, mme re tshwanetse re ele tlhoko thata 
bakaulengwe gore re adima madi go ya go ema fa kae. 
Mafatshe a mangwe a a mo Africa segolobogolo jang, 
ba mo mathateng mo nakong ya gompieno ka dikadimo 
tse di kwa godimo. Kgantele fa gongwe re bo re felela 
re retelelwa ke go ka duela dikoloto tseo. Gape le fa re 
tsamaya re ya to create dikoloto, re adima madi kwa 
ntle, a madi ao be channelled towards development. 
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E nne dilo tse di ka generate income mo lefatsheng la 
Botswana. Ke kgakololo e re batlang gore re le e neele 
Honourable Ntsima, mahala.

Go na le kgang e nngwe gape ya …

MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL 
SERVICES (MR RAMAOTWANA): On a point 
of clarification. Ke a leboga Honourable Member of 
Parliament. Ke ne ke utlwa o re Honourable Mokgware 
o dira insourcing. UDC mo Page 9 ya Manifesto ya re, 
“the UDC Government will stop outsources of services, 
instead will start a process on insourcing.” Fa re sa 
implement manifesto le a omana, fa re o implement 
le a omana, re dire jang jaanong motlotlegi ka gore 
fa Honourable Mokgware is implementing Page 9 ya 
Manifesto wa UDC?

MR FURNITURE: Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. 
Tota fela ka bokhutshwane, ke ne ke re le ele tlhoko 
gore le gakololwa gore fa le insource, the wage bill ya 
lefatshe la Botswana already e kwa godimo. Jaanong fa 
o tswelela ka thulaganyo eo, o risk gore kamoso o bo o 
palelwa ke go…(Interruptions)… Jaanong fa e le gore 
dikgakololo tse le a di gana Honourable Member, ga go 
molato.

E nngwe ke ya di…

MADAM SPEAKER: E tšhaile nako.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE (MR ATAMELANG): Ke a 
leboga Madam Speaker. Ke dumedisa Ntlo e le batho ba 
Boteti, ke re Modimo ke oo. 

HONOURABLE MEMBER: O se ka wa lebala le ba 
Kgalagadi South.

MR ATAMELANG: Le ba Kgalagadi South le botlhe 
ba ba tlhophileng UDC. Ke batla go simolola pele ka to 
congratulate Rre Modise. Re a go amogela mo Ntlong 
e, e bile re solofela gore your contributions will be very 
fruitful to this House. Re solofetse go le gontsi mo go 
wena sir. One Member of Parliament to the UDC o dira 
gore re goroge kwa re lekang go ya teng ka mananeo a 
rona.

Madam Speaker, SONA is not merely a Government 
report, it is a national blueprint, an honest, strategic, 
courageous roadmap for building Botswana. It 

challenges us to confront our failures, recognise our 
priorities, recommit to a shared destiny. Today, I situate 
this message within the lived realities of the people of 
Boteti District and illustrate what this vision means to 
our communities, our youth, our economy and most 
importantly our future.

The SONA makes one truth clear, Botswana is rising 
and Boteti is at the centre of that rise. The SONA 
highlighted major developments underway; the 
Letlhakane Solar Power Project, e e leng gore go ya go 
dirwa 200 megawatts solar farms under the Renewable 
Energy Programme that will contribute to the 900 
megawatts e e leng gore it is envisioned. We have the 
Boteti South Central Water Supply Scheme, it is almost 
complete. These are not just projects; they are current 
developments shaping our district’s future.

The SONA’s ambition is to grow the agriculture sector 
from 2 per cent to 6 per cent of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). It resonates deeply with the Boteti 
District. I stand here, I propose gore fa Rre Dikoloti 
le the Executive re plan our way forward, we should 
consider Boteti as a hay and fodder production cluster. 
Re dirise the regional irrigation initiative as a pilot. We 
have a low water table, so access to water could be easy.

Under the envisioned water for production initiatives, 
re tshwanetse re bone gore our vast land, we introduce 
agricultural clusters. Batsadi ba rona own pieces of land 
mme ba palelwa ke go di tlhabolola. I think this call 
for an opportunity now to revive dikoporase and have 
the youth participate in these gore ba kgone to access 
lefatshe le ba le dirise gape.

I will also urge the Honourable House gore re lebelele 
the age group ya 36 to 60. This is an age group e ke 
dumelang gore e botlhokwa and fa re ntse re dira 
mananeo re e consider le yone because as a I stand here, 
ke zero tooth, ke monana mme tota gone ke tlodilwe ke 
mananeo before I could even access them. I think this 
is an age group e e leng gore we really need to focus on 
but I urge our comrades this side le gone ka kwa kwa e 
leng gore la re lona you are just doing oversight mme 
ga le tle ka the alternatives, gore let us consider how 
best we can actually help this age group because it is an 
important and industrious age group fa re ka e lebelela 
fela sentle.
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We appreciate the strengthened extension of veterinary 
services…

MR LUCAS: On a point of clarification. Ke a leboga 
Madam Speaker. Ke a go utlwa rraetsho e bile ke 
dumalana le wena gore tota banana ba tshwanetse ba 
direlwa mananeo a a botlhokwa e bile a a ka kgonang go 
ba gorosa mo diemong tse di rileng tsa botshelo. Go na 
le group e ke e utlwang increasingly ke ntse ke kopana 
le bone ba re o kare ba latlheletswe; group ya age 35 to 
64, ga ke itse gore wena o akanya jang ka yone le fa o 
ise o goroge koo, o le zero tooth?

MR ATAMELANG: Ke a leboga for that. Ke yone 
group e tota ke reng we should focus mo go yone 
jaanong, re e e fe attention because like I said, this is 
an industrious group. Fa o tsaya motho yo o 36, o setse 
a itse, a na le itemogelo ya gore botshelo bo tsamaya 
ka tsela e e ntseng jang. Fa o tsaya motho yo o 55, o 
setse a na le boitemogelo jwa gore how you can run a 
business, how you can grow your agricultural skills or 
enterprise ka tsela e e ntseng jalo. So, ke yone group that 
I am advocating for gore e re re dira mananeo, le yone 
re e lebelele. 

Go bo go nna le the strengthened extension of veterinary 
service, this is a welcome development. All these tse ke 
di buileng tse, they align with the UDC five-year plan.

Tautona in his SONA mentioned gore the goal is to 
double tourist arrivals in the country. Boteti once 
again is an untapped tourism gem. Our district hosts 
Makgadikgadi Pans. These are not just natural wonders, 
there is also a cultural and historical aspect to it. Ke kile 
ka bua fa maloba ke re studies di supa gore along the 
Makgadikgadi area, go na le about 21 extinct languages. 
This on its own shows gore if you could actually do 
research in terms of their cultural aspects and research 
in terms of the academic aspect ya linguistics, go ka nna 
le industry e e leng gore e ka godisiwa gone koo.

Re na le Orapa Game Park ka fa go Honourable Digwa’s 
constituency, re na le Lake Xau le Boteti River Corridor. 
Noka ya Boteti le yone is an untapped gem e e leng gore 
as seasonal as it is, fa re ka e lebelela, we could actually 
go a long way in terms of achieving the goal to double 
tourists’ visitation to the country. I therefore call for 
Makgadikgadi Tourism and Empowerment Master Plan 
gore re bone gore fa re dira tourists planning, re lebelele 

these places tse e leng gore ga di nke di fiwa attention e 
e kalokalo and Boteti is one of those places.

ASSISTANT  MINISTER  OF WATER AND 
HUMAN SETTLEMENT (MR MOTSAMAI): 
Clarification. Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. Ke ne ke 
re Mopalamente a ntlhatswetse fa gore dilo tse a tlang 
a bua ka tsone tse di ntle thata, tse di rokotsang tsa 
kgaolo ya gagwe, a o raya gore fa di ne di builwe ka 
nako e party ya BDP e neng e le mo setilong, matshelo 
a batho a ka bo a se kgakala ka fa go ka itumedisang ka 
teng kgatlhanong le se bo Rre Pule ba tlholang ba se 
duduetsa ba re ke legacy ba raya mathata? Ke a leboga. 

MR ATAMELANG: Ke a leboga Minister. O ka bo 
o ntshebeditse fela. Maloba ke buile sir gore we are 
living in the consequences of the past administration’s 
decisions. Ke file sekai ka NDP 8 e e leng gore babusi 
ka nako eo, decided gore they are not going to prioritise 
green energy, it is there in the records. Fa o tsaya 
tourism, go na le a study that was done, I think 2007, 
the Makgadikgadi Framework Study, e tsere about 
seven years e ntse e dirwa. In that whole process, ba 
bo ba emisa allocation of tourism plots. Again, that 
shows gore we are living in the consequences of the past 
administration. Fa dilo tse di ne di dirilwe ka nako e e 
very, very key, re ka bo re se gone fa. Letsatsi leno ga ke 
batle go ema fa ke supa batho ka monwana. Ke batla to 
emphasise gore SONA kana maikaelelo le maikemisetso 
a UDC ke gore, re ntshe Botswana fa a leng teng. 

Ke ne ke re ke tsena mo go ya youth empowerment 
gore SONA e bua ka Presidential youth empowerment 
campaign. I think monana mongwe le mongwe yo 
o neng a reeditse SONA, o tshwanetse go nna le 
tsholofelo ya gore campaign e e bua gore 510, 000 jobs 
will be created. This again would be created through the 
BETP. Projects tsa teng le tsone di mmalwa. Di di ntsi, 
from manufacturing to mining, property development 
and manufacturing of batteries and all that. Banana ba 
na le tshono ya go nna part of that 510 000 jobs that 
are envisioned. Go na le the Creative Arts Fund ya 
P200 million that was declared. I think this gives an 
opportunity now gore creatives jaaka bo Motsetserepa 
ba tlile go bula franchises. Ba tle kwano to access madi 
a, ba godise this industry. Our youth must participate 
and not observe. 
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Another thing ke ya mentorship programme; ke gola ke 
nna kana, ga ke ise ke nne le mo e leng gore I can openly 
declare ke re, ke na le a mentor. Fa ke dumedisa Mme 
Dow, ke bua gore ke batla go golela fa tlase ga gagwe...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR ATAMELANG: Le a tshega mme ke tlhwaafetse e 
le gore we are seriously in need of mentorship.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)... 

MR ATAMELANG: O a bona Madam Speaker gore ke 
raya jang, I am trying to give a point about mentorship 
but go a tshegiwa fela ka gore ke rile ke batla go golela 
fa tlase ga ga Mme Dow. 

Ke lebogela the proposed rehab…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) 

MR ATAMELANG: Madam Speaker, ke kopa o 
ntshireletse ka gore ba ntseela nako. 

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, a ko le 
reetse Zero Tooth a bua.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)… 

MADAM SPEAKER: Nnyaa, a re o kopa go golela, a 
go molato? 

MR ATAMELANG: Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. 
Ke ne ke bua ka gore rona kwa Boteti, re lebogela 
the proposed rehab centres. Tota ga se Boteti fela, 
it is the whole country, bo Zero Tooth ba le bantsi ba 
amilwe ke ditagi. Kwa Boteti recently, a drug kingpin 
was sentenced to 15 years in jail ka gore o tshwerwe 
ka ditagi. You can imagine fa e le gore a kingpin o ka 
bonwa kwa Boteti, what about Gaborone, Jwaneng and 
all these urban places tse di mo Botswana? We really, 
really, need to strengthen our fight against drug related 
matters. 

Ke ne ke re ke tsene mo go e nngwe batlotlegi, addressing 
the opposition attempts to nullify efforts tsa UDC. In 12 
months, 30 per cent water reduction and 68 per cent ya 
tandabala was done. We established the Sovereign Fund, 
secured uranium and solar investments, implemented 
agricultural reforms, reform BETP, youth empowerment 
systems and the most important one, e kwa Boteti re e 
lebogelang ke ya TVET. Batho ba ne ba amogela P300, 

now ba amogela P1, 900. Jaanong ba ne ba re ke go 
reye ke re, Minister, kwa Boteti we have five mines 
kwa Letlhakane, re na le brigade, please make sure that 
courses that are mining related are offered kwa Boteti. 
This is a small thing to ask, but it goes a long way, so, 
we cannot have a TVET institution e e bapileng le mine, 
mme e sa dire mining course. Ke kopa gore re e lebelele 
that way. Let brigade ya kwa Letlhakane offer mining 
related courses. 

Re dirile legislative reforms, because of nako, ke tlaa bua 
fela e le one, the Digital Service Act. Le yone I think it is 
a good initiative. Re tshwanetse go dirisa maranyane go 
fefosa ditirelo tsa Palamente, the Constitutional Review. 
Re dirile the declaration by the President gore Sir 
Ketumile Masire should be a public hospital. I think that 
on its own is a very wonderful development. Le yone ya 
diteme fela, go le gaufinyana fela re tlaabo ke simolola 
go bua diteme tsa rona. Ke kgona go bua diteme fela tsa 
kwa Boteti ke phuthologile, e bile ke le proud. It is a 
welcome development from the UDC. 

Go ganetsa Rre Furniture, o bone nnaka go se ka ga nna 
a career, you know.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR ATAMELANG: The single biggest problem in 
communication is the illusion that it has already taken 
place, and beware of false knowledge. It is dangerous, 
non-ignorance, jaanong nnaka…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR ATAMELANG: …ganetsa mme o itse gore… 

MR FURNITURE: Procedure. Ke a leboga Madam 
Speaker. Honourable Member o a natefelelwa thata. 
Mo Palamenteng e, ga ke dumele a tswa kwa Boteti le 
monnawe. Gape ke last born kwa lelwapeng, ke na le 
maemo, a ele tlhoko dikgang tseo.

MR ATAMELANG: Mma ke busetse mafoko a me 
kwa morago. Nnaka ke ne ke reela gore we are the same 
age my brother and we are the future of this country. Ba 
bangwe gone fa batlotlegi ba setse ba le mo tandabaleng 
wa P1900, that is why o bona ba sa bue ka ene because 
they appreciate tandabala. I am just advising you as 
a young legislative like wena gore o ganetse, mme 
o ganetse o tla ka alternatives. Last time I asked Rre 
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Kekgonegile, le wena you said it, just now actually, gore 
kgang ya dikoloto gore we should not…

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Atamelang, please 
address SONA and through me.

MR ATAMELANG: Thank you Madam Speaker. I am 
just trying to make a point ya gore if they tend to nullify 
all the efforts tsa UDC mme they are factual. Things are 
happening, but they are denying it. 

Jaanong ke bue fela gore, all se SONA e lekang go se 
dira is centered around pillar No.1, which is building 
an economy that offers every citizen an opportunity to 
be happy and fulfilled. Page 8 e bua about the social 
contract anchoring on NDP 12, page 9 our true north, 
diversification of the economy, page 9 gape from 9 to 10 
e bua ka BETP reforms ka labs, No.10 e bua ka national 
priorities. 

Madam Speaker, allow me to illustrate the UDC five-
year plan using the aviation analogy. Botswana has an 
aircraft, pilots, an airport and passengers. Jaanong by 
our airports Madam Speaker, re setse re na le the NDP 
plan and the BETP already laid out. Our foundation is 
fixed, all we want to do is now to take off, and ultimately 
reach cruising altitude. Jaanong bagaetsho turbulence 
is there, turbulence will always be there. That is why 
the UDC came into power, and there was already 
turbulence, because we inherited missed opportunities. 

Ke tswa kwa Boteti, kwa e leng gore re fa, all the 
infrastructure e e mo Botswana could be attributed 
to Kgaolo ya Boteti. There has been so many missed 
opportunities, mo e leng gore you can stand here and 
feel gore re le UDC ka our BETP and NDP, it is not 
an attempt to actually fix those missed opportunities 
tse re buang ka tsone. This is an opportunity for us to 
fix this country, and we need constructive criticism and 
alternatives. You cannot just criticize without giving 
alternatives Dr Gobotswang, respectively. Fa re bua 
ka kgang ya gore kgalang, mme le tlise alternatives, di 
tliseng, ga se gore we are giving excuses. You cannot 
say gore you cannot fund a road ka loan, give us an 
alternative Rre Gobotswang, then we will listen. We 
have already approved or supported some of the Bills 
that you brought to the House, that shows openness 
and an inclusive Government. What more do you need 
Dr Gobotswang? Ka go rialo ka gore le ntseetse nako, 
thank you.

MR MOSANANA (KANYE EAST): Thank you 
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, ke simolole fela ka go 
amogela Mopalamente yo mošha yo re mo amogetseng 
gompieno. Ke bo ke leboge batlhophi ba Kanye East le 
Kanye West, ba ba neng ba ile kwa Tsabong le mafelo 
a a mabapi go ya go lwantsha mokaloba yo o neng a 
ipoka a re o ya go tla ka kgaolo, mme ka maswabi re 
mo theotse. Ba bangwe ba a lela ka fa Madam Speaker, 
ba re political funding. Ga ke itse gore ba raya madi ao 
a tswa kae, a e kare constituency e le nngwe fela batho 
ba bo ba lela ba re political funding. Ga re itse gore ba 
raya madi a tswa kae, ka gore ba itse gore ga gona madi. 

Ke leboge gape le batsamaisi ba ditlhopho Madam 
Speaker, ba bone gore rona...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, order! 
Ga re utlwe jaanong ka kwa.

MR MOSANANA: Baganetsi ba bone ditlhopho di 
tsamaisiwa sentle, ga gona makgwere ape. 

Ke leboge pego e re e beilweng ke Tautona pele, ya 
mafoko a a botlhale a a neng a re the “Steady path of 
delivering on our promise, one step at a time.” A bo a 
wela a re “Rome was not built in one day.” Ke mafoko 
a matona thata, a a nang le tebelopele. A ke dumelang 
gore, le bone ba itse gore Rome was not built in one day. 
Le fa ba tla ba omana Madam Speaker, ba re we are not 
meeting promises tse re di beileng, mme bagolo bone 
ba itumetse thata. Ke megolokwane fela kwa magaeng, 
bagolo ba re nnyaa lantlha re bona mo go ntseng jaana, 
le tlaa gola le bo le tlhogola le lekana le rona. Ke mafoko 
a a molemo thata. Le bana ba dikole ba itumetse, ba 
brigades ba itumetse go feta, from P300 to P1900. Ke 
tiro fela e e gakgamatsang e tona. 

Kana Madam Speaker, e rile fa re tla go tsena mo 
ditlhophong tsa ngwaga o o neng o feta, re ne re bona go 
dirwa ground breakings gongwe le gongwe, each and 
every corner e le ground breaking. Fa go ntse jalo o bo 
o ka itsholofetsa gore, go raya gore madi a teng, kante 
nnyaa ga gona sepe. Batho ba ne ba leka go ithatisa 
batho fela, go sena sepe se tota ba se dirang. Ke gore mo 
gongwe o ka ipotsa gore after those ground breakings, 
ba ne ba ya go tswelela ba reng fa ba ne ba boetse mo 
Pusong. Ba ne ba ya go raya batho ba reng? Legale kana 
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gone ka gore motho go ne gotwe tlisa equipment ya 
gago o e tlhome fa, o bo o tsaya million kana P2 million, 
o bo o e busetsa kwa madirelong a gago. Go ithatisa 
batho go tla ka mefuta e mentsi thata. 

Ke feta tseo Madam Speaker, ke tsene mo go ya water 
and sanitation. Ke leboge Minister wa Water and Human 
Settlement, gore go ntse go na le project kwa Kanye kwa 
e e tsereng lebaka, mme jaanong go utlwala fa e le at 98 
per cent, e tsamaela kwa bokhutlong. Ke leboge thata 
seo, gore at long last e bo e wela, Bangwaketse ba tle le 
bone ba supe sengwe. Go na le metsi a a nowang Madam 
Speaker, go utlwala sengwenyana se ntse se rotlhegela. 
Mabela ga se a maloba, sengwenyana se a utlwala gore 
se a diragala. Seo ke tshwanetse gore ke se kgothaletse 
ba ba maleba, gore lemme ga le bolaye, go bolaya lefifi. 

Kwa Kanye Madam Speaker, re na le constituencies tse 
pedi, e bong Kanye East le Kanye West. Jaanong fa go 
ntse jalo, ke sone o utlwang o kare selelo sa rona se kwa 
godimo thata mabapi le sepatela. Fa ke boela kwa go ya 
Bonno ke feta ka sengwe ke se, go utlwala mo project 
e ya Bonno Ministers, go na le bangwe ba ba eteletseng 
dikompone tse di filweng projects tsa Bonno. Go lebega 
e le ba phathi ya ga Honourable Pule, ga re itse gore 
di ne di abiwa ka tsela e e ntseng jang. Legale ke a 
leboga, ka gore go a utlwala Minister o tlaa ya Kanye 
ka Labotlhano. 

Ke ikopela ruri Madam Speaker gore Labotlhano ke bo 
ke ile go amogela Minister wa sanitation kwa Kanye, 
Bangwaketse re tle re botse sentle re le kwa go bone.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MR MOSANANA: Mo manifesto wa rona Madam 
Speaker, re ne re bua ka ditshwanelo tsa setho. Ke tseo re 
a di diragatsa, languages di a buiwa mo seromamoweng 
mo dikgannyeng le mo television. Ga ke itse gore ke 
mang yo o tlaabong a ngongorega selo se se paletseng 
Domkrag for 58 years. Go na le tse dingwe tse di iseng 
di tsene, ke rurifaletse Batswana gore di etla, di tsile go 
nna di tsena ka bongwe ka bongwe ka jaana Rome was 
not built in a day. Batswana in general ba a itumela ka 
dithulaganyo tse di ntseng jalo Madam Speaker.

Motho o ka se ke a tlhoke go ama kgang ya gore fa re le 
mo ditshwanelong tsa batho, Batswana ba kile ba bo ba 
tshelela mo letshogong. Ba tshelela mo letshogong le le 

maswe ba sa kgone go bua le megala ya bone, phones 
tse being tapped. E tlaabo e re o sena go fetsa go bua le 
phone a bo ba go rwalwa gotwe cell, ga o itseye sentle, 
jaanong dilo tseo di eme, re di emisitse re le Goromente 
wa UDC. Batswana ba bua ka go kgona le go rata. 

DR DOW: Clarification. Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. 
Ke a leboga mokaulengwe. O e tshwere sentle. Batho ba 
neng ba dira jalo ba ile kae, ba fetogile, ba sule kana ba 
dule mo ditirong, ba kae fela? Gape o itse jang gore ga 
le tlhole le reetsa batho?

MR MOSANANA: Thank you Madam Speaker and 
Mother of the House. Batho ba ba neng ba dira jalo 
mma, gatwe e e ne e le Directorate of Intelligence and 
Security (DIS).

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Wa re gatwe?

MR MOSANANA: DIS eo, e ntse e teng, mme gone 
jaanong rona ka ga re gatake ditshwanelo tsa batho, le 
fa ba ka reetsa mogala wa gago ga go na kwa ba tlaa 
isang reports tseo teng. Re ba ntshitse mo mogopolong 
wa gore go bo go ntse go tshwarwa batho ba tlhatlhelwa.

MR MONAGENG: Elucidation. Karabo ya gago 
honourable e siame thata ka gore bo Honourable Lucas 
fale ba a itse gore kwa Public Accounts Committee 
(PAC), Director General (DG) wa DIS o rile o 
sokologile. Ke raya gore o buile jalo, jaanong re dumela 
gore ka boammaaruri o sokologile.

MR MOSANANA: Thank you Honourable Monageng. 
Ke batla gore re bue jaanong ka bogodu jwa dikgomo 
Madam Speaker.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR MOSANANA: 2 seconds.

MR NKAWANA: Ke a go leboga Madam Speaker. 
Mma ke go leboge Rre Mosanana. Ke tlaa go busetsa 
fa moragonyana go le go nnyennyane fela gore gongwe 
o reconcile puo ya gago kana wa re ba sule ga ke a go 
utlwa sentle. Kgang ya ga honourable wa Lobatse jaaka 
maloba a ne a ikopa maitshwarelo DIS e le involved mo 
teng jalojalo, a gone moo go santse go ka raya Batswana 
gore ba fetogile?



Hansard No 21936

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion (Resumed Debate)

Tuesday 18th November, 2025

MR MOSANANA: Dilo tseo ke tse di fetileng rraetsho, 
o tlaa bua ka nako ya gago, dilo tsa me di dintsi gone fa. 
Ke ne ke batla gore ke bue fano ka bogodu jwa leruo. 
Madam Speaker, batho ba ba utswang dikgomo tsa 
batho, leruo in general ba gana go seka kwa Dikgotleng 
tsa Setswana ba batla fela kwa court and fa ba sena go 
tshwarwa ba isiwa kwa cells ba itse gore jaanong ba 
buletswe melato. Go tswa fa ba ba ya go utswa gape 
jaanong e le gore ba batla madi a lawyers, ke selo se se 
kotsi thata. Kana ba kotsi mo e leng gore fa o ba fitlhela 
ba utswa ba ka nna ba go bolaya. Fa ba lemoga gore o 
a ba itse ba ka nna ba go bolaya re bo re latlhegelwa ke 
matshelo ka tsela e sa letleleseng gotlhelele. 

Re tsena mo kgannyeng ya agriculture. I feel gore tota 
re le Goromente, we should say something to the people 
ka gore nako e re mo go yone e, ke ya letsema e batho ba 
ka bong ba setse ba le kwa masimo ba lema, mme o kare 
re ba didimaletse fela. Ga ke itse gore o kae Minister wa 
Agriculture, tota fela we should say something. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR MOSANANA: Batho ba a re botsa tota, le kae.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.

MR MOSANANA: Re ntse re le mo go tsone tsa temo 
Madam Speaker, ke rotloetsa Batswana gore ba leme, 
mme le Goromente ke mo rotloetsa gore ka tsweetswee 
re tshwanetse go leka go tokafatsa prices tsa thekiso ya 
ditswatemong, Botswana Agricultural Marketing Board 
(BAMB) e leke go tlhatlosa ditlhwatlhwa tse e rekang ka 
tsone mo bathong so that go ba kgothatsa gore ba leme. 
Motho a itse gore fa a ngakaletse a ile kwa letsemeng 
jaana, sengwenyana se se botoka o tlaa se bona. 

Madam Speaker, go na le product e gotweng hemp...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ke kopa go go tlatsa rra.

MR MOSANANA: Hemp e e tshwanetseng gore e 
simololwe go lemiwa. Kakgelo ya me mo go yone ke 
gore this hemp e tsile ka mogolole Mr Patrick Ralotsia 
fa e ne e le Minister wa Health. Ke batla gore this hemp 
e ye go simololwa go lemiwa kwa Kanye. Kwa Kanye 
re na le lefatshe mo mafelong a tshwana le bo Kanngwe, 
Metlobo, Ditlojana, Ramonnedi le bo gaSegwagwa, 
plenty of land which is not utilised. Ke kopa gore e ye 
go simolola koo, e tlaa nna e nama le lefatshe lotlhe, 
mme gone e simologetse kwa gaNgwaketse.  

Ka kgang ya mashi Madam Speaker, kana dikgomo 
re batla go di reka kwa Brazil; 1000. Re na le farm ya 
Ramatea kwa Kanye e e kileng ya bo e rekisa dikolobe, 
dikoko e lema. Gompieno ga e dire sepe, le yone ke tlaa 
batla gore dikgomo tse fa di goroga di tswa Brazil, di 
ye go gorogela mo polaseng eo. Re fetlhe mashi koo, 
mebereko, bana ba rona ba bereke, botshelo bo tswelele 
pele. 

Dikgomo tse ka mashi a a tswang mo go tsone, a tlaabo 
a create ditiro. To process dilo tse di tshwanang le bo 
madila, cheese and all the like.

Madam Speaker, three weeks back re kile ra nna le 
exhibition which was organised by National Agricultural 
Research and Development Institute (NARDI), 
National Food Technology Research Centre (NFTRC) 
ya bogologolo kwa Kanye. Ke gone ke tswang go bona 
sentle gore dilo di a diragala mo lefatsheng la rona 
tse di ka fetlhang ditiro. Re bona go na le bo canned 
seswaa, serobe, dinawa e le products tsa Botswana mo 
go supang gore golo fa Batswana ba ka iteka fela fa ba 
ka bona start.

Mathata mo Batswaneng e ne e ka re ba palelwa ke go 
itirela dikgwebo ke go tlhoka start, 90 per cent of them 
fa ba bone that start ga ba ka ke ba se divert go sele ba 
ka tlhwaafala fela ba tsena mo go se ba se batletseng 
madi.

Mining; go na le moepo kwa Kanye o mosha, o a bulwa 
as we speak, it has been licenced, o o tlaabong o epa 
manganese. Manganese e e dirang batteries tsa electric 
cars, tse re batlang gore di tle go dirwa mono di hire 
Batswana, di fetlhe ditiro.

Tourism; this is a very vital component in the economy ya 
lefatshe la rona. Ke dumalana le Honourable Furniture, 
ke lantlha ke dumalana le ene fa a re Batswana ba 
latlhegelwa ke ditiro under this tourism sector because 
guest houses le hotels ga di sa tlhole di bona batho. 
Kana tota fela tsone di rotloediwa ke babereki ba ga 
Goromente ba a bong ba tsamaya ditiripi. Fa ditiripi 
di eme jaana, Government Purchase Orders (GPOs) di 
emisitswe, ga go na sepe se ba se bonang gope totally 
and di a tswalwa. Mo go rayang gore it is another loss 
of jobs tse re di bonang, businesses di a collapse and ke 
mathata. 
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Transport; go na le diteraka tse di fetang through our 
country di tswa kwa Ramatlabama di feta ka Kanye 
di ya bo Windhoek, Namibia. Diteraka tse di a bo di 
laisitse, di rwele bokete, mme jaanong di re bolaela 
sekonotere. Go botlhokwa gore re sekasekeng gore a go 
ka dirwa tollgates tse di ka laolang ra bo ra sela sengwe 
mo go tsone gore re kgone go baakanya ditsela tse. On 
top of that, diteraka tse are very dangerous ka gore di 
na le spotlights tse di itsenyediwang tse e leng gore fa 
e go gasa fa, o ya go wela gare ga mpa ya naga ka gore 
ga o ka ke wa ba wa leka go tsamaela ntlha ya kwa go 
ene ka gore gape di a bo di tabogile. Jaanong ke batla go 
itse gore tota a spotlights tse, a ga go na molao o o ka di 
emisang ka gore di dangerous mo bathong? In the end, 
re felela batho ba nna mo dikotsing ka ntateng ya tsone. 

Health; ke kopa Minister wa Health a nthurifaletse gore 
sepatela sa Kanye se teng fela. Education; Ministers, 
re na le mathata, bana ba welwa ke classrooms, ke 
mathata a a tlhatlaganyeng. Bo mmamanthwane ba 
digile ceilings. So, ke raya gore ke mathata. Mo gongwe 
o fitlhela bana ba tswa kwa Moshaneng mme ba tsena 
sekole kwa kgaolong ya ga Rre Dikoloti kwa Phitshane-
Molopo, which is about 200 km. Ngwana fela a tswa 
mo go Standard 7, a ya go bala Form 1 kwa Phitshane-
Molopo. So, go ne go ka nna botoka gore go agiwe 
sekole fa Moshaneng fa go tlaabong go le mo centre; 
catering for Mhiko, Selokolela, Gasita and the like.

Sports; ke eletsa gore Minister of Sports o ka bo a le 
fa ka gore golo kwa Kanye, ke teng kwa stars tse o 
fitlhelang re di bona mo, re reng, bo Letsile Tebogo, bo 
Kebinatshipi, ba tswang teng. Ke feel gore le fa gotwe 
lemme ga le bolaye bagaetsho, nnyaa, we deserve better. 
Dinaledi tse tsa rona tse, ba tshwanetse gore ba nne le 
kwa ba ikatisang teng. Fa ba le kwa Kanye kwa, go na le 
fa ba ikatisetsang teng, at the same time ba ile go tlhola 
batsadi, golo moo go ka ba sologela molemo thata. Ka 
jalo, we want a fully-fledged stadium, se se nang le 
sengwe le sengwe fela jaaka mafelo a mangwe. 

Motse wa rona wa Kanye, ke mongwe wa metse e 
metona fela jaaka bo Molepolole, Serowe…

MADAM SPEAKER: Your time is up sir.

MR MOSANANA: Go tlhokafala gore re bo re na le 
sepatela mo nakong ya gompieno.

MR MONAGENG (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Ke 
a leboga Madam Speaker. Ke lebogele sebaka se gore 
le nna ke akgele mo puong ya ga Tautona fa a bua le 
setšhaba. Mme lantlha fela ke re ke dumedisa Bakwena 
kwa Molepolole botlhe fela, re tlaa kopana mo malatsing 
a a tlang, ke buisa diphuthego tsa Kgotla. 

Madam Speaker, ditlhopho di ne tsa nna teng ka October 
ngwaga o o fetileng, mme Batswana ba bua ka lentswe le 
le lengwefela ba re re batla gore re busiwe ke UDC. Go 
ne ga nna jalo ka gore re mo pusong ya batho ka batho. 
Ga nna ditlhopho tsa poeletso, e le ditlhopho tsa ntlha 
mo Pusong e ntšha gone maabane jaana kwa Tsabong, 
mme Batswana ba nna ba re nnyaa, re batla go busiwa 
ke party ya UDC. Golo moo go supa tshepho e tonatona 
mo Batswaneng ba tshepha UDC. Re leboge ene yo 
mosha, new kid on the block, re lebogele yo o nang le 
rona letsatsi la ntlha a dira history. Ke tsaya gore mo 
dibekeng tse tharo tse di fetileng o ne a tshogile jaaka 
rotlhe e a re fa re emetse ditlhopho re bo re tshogile re 
sa itse gore a re ya to win kana jang. 

Rre Modise, re a leboga rra, o a re fitlhela, mme re 
tshwere ka fa le ka fa go tlhabolola motho, go tlhabolola 
economy ya Botswana. Le wena o a tsena, a re goge 
mmogo morwarre re dire jalo. 

Ba Tsabong ba rile re batla morutabana a re etelela pele, 
mme tla o ba etelela pele. What happened at Tsabong 
reminded me about last year fa go balwa ditalama, 
ke eme le bo Rre Kabo Morwaeng wa Domkrag. Ke 
gakologelwa gore batlhophisi ba ne ba ntse ba bala 
ba ntse ba re, “BCP, BDP, BDP, UDC, BCP, UDC, 
UDC, UDC, UDC, BDP.” Jaanong le kwa Tsabong go 
diragetse fela jalo. E ne e le gantsi go ntse gotwe “BDP,” 
go tsweng foo go bo gotwe “BCP” di le pedinyana, go 
tswa fa go bo gotwe “UDC, UDC, UDC.” Ke raya gore 
re a leboga rra. Ba ne ba dira jalo ba theogetse. 

Madam Speaker, mma ke tsene mo SONA. Re lebogela 
Goromente yo wa UDC.

MINISTER FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
(DR BUTALE): Elucidation. Ke a go leboga 
Mopalamente Monageng. O e tshwere sentle fa o ntse 
o lebogisa batho ba Kgalagadi South, ke bona Rre Ntau 
o ntse kwa godimo kwa, re ba lebogise. Ke ne ke re o 
mphetise fa, go na le kgang e e neng e buiwa thata mo 
Palamenteng pele re ya kwa Kgalagadi gotwe Batswana 
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ba le tlhobogile, ba fedile pelo, ba latlhegetswe ke 
tshepho, re ipotsa gore Batswana ba ke bafe? Jaanong 
karabo ya maduo e go raya e re Batswana ba reng?

MR MONAGENG: Ke a leboga Honourable Butale. 
Batswana ba buile ka lentswe le letona Honourable 
Lucas ka gore ga re a win re bo re atumelwa ke party 
epe. Re fentse fela re taboga re bona o kare re taboga 
re le nosi fela ba le kwa moragorago. Jaanong ba ne ba 
bua gone mo.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR MONAGENG: Nnyaa, mma ke tsweleleng pele 
tlhe batho, ke tlaa go neela morwarre. 

Batswana ba itumeletse go fokodiwa ga ditlhwatlhwa 
tsa metsi ka 30 per cent. Ba ba kolotang jaaka gongwe 
bo rona le lona jaana, 50 per cent o tlaabo a phimolwa. 
Ke dilo tse Batswana ba di itumelelang. Ba itumelela 
gape gone gore jaanong madi a bagodi a ile kwa go 
P1400, a e leng gore le nna ke tshwanetse gore ke ye go 
ikwadisa ke tle ke a bone. 

MR MOSANANA: Clarification. Comrade, a ga o 
lemoge gore dikoloto tse go buiwang ka tsone tse e le 
tse Batswana ba di diretsweng ke Domkrag ka backyard 
gardening? I thank you.

MR MONAGENG: Go ntse jalo honourable. Kana 
tota ke gore Batswana re siame thata mo lefatsheng le. E 
seng jalo bangwe nkabo ba setse ba tseetswe dikgato tse 
di rileng gotwe nnyaa, le sotlile Batswana thata, mme 
ke tsaya gore ba ikotlhaile, dilo di tlaa tsamaya sentle. 

Go nnile le a very significant increase on TVET 
allowance e e neng e tswa mo go P300 to P1900. Jaaka 
re ne re ntse re bua, diteme tse di farologaneng jaanong 
di a buiwa mo Radio Botswana. Ke na le ntsalake yo o 
tswang Bokalaka, maloba o ne a nthaya a re, “ah!, ah! 
Uncle Shima, a o raya gore ke le Mokalaka, ke utlwa puo 
ya me e buiwa mo Radio Botswana?” Ka re, “ee mma 
go ntse jalo.” A itumetse after 58 years. A solofetse gore 
ga go ka ke ba kgonagala mme ke moo go kgonagetse.

Madam Speaker, fa ke tsena mo go tsa Lands and 
Agriculture ke re, re itumelela thata gore Goromente 
wa UDC o batla go dira gore mo dingwageng tse di 
tlang, ka 2030, kana 2030 re raya tse five tse di setseng, 
go tlaabo go lekilwe ka bojotlhe gore dikgomo di nne 

mo palong e e fetang ya gompieno ya 1.7, e bo e le 
gore re di bona di le 5 million, di feta palo ya rona re 
le batho. Re nne very happy for the recently launched 
programme aimed at boosting beef sector productivity 
through extension support and advanced services like 
animal health inspection, Artificial Insemination and 
farmers training in stability livestock management. This 
will definitely benefit beef farmers and arable farmers 
as well ka gore re le Bakwena, re tlaa ja sengwenyana 
mo teng. Re na le Kweneng Beef Association ya bo Rre 
Selwe kwa Molepolole. 

Nna ke le Mopalamente wa Molepolole, ke eletsa thata 
gore kwa kgaolong ya rona, ka re na le balemi-barui, 
gongwe Goromente can partner le bone mo ditirong tse 
di ntseng jaana tsa go agelela, go dira didiba le tsotlhe 
fela tse e leng gore molemi-morui, o ka di dira, le gone 
go aga masaka. Masaka gompieno a a tura jaaka le itse. 
Government is intending to buy…

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF WATER AND 
HUMAN SETTLEMENT (MR MOTSAMAI): On a 
point of elucidation. Ke a leboga Madam Speaker. Ka 
bonako jo bo rileng ke re ke mo tlatse, a gatelele thata le 
ntlha e ya gore Goromente wa UDC o lemogile gore go 
tshwanetse ga nna le banka e e itebagantseng le bagwebi 
ba temothuo, e tle e ba thuse go bona gore kgwebo e ya 
temothuo, e gatela kwa pele. Ke a leboga.

MR MONAGENG: O e tlhalositse thata Honourable 
Motsamai. Batswana ba go utlwile ka gore tota 
Goromente wa UDC o batla go tlhabolola motho. 
Government will then have to buy from farmers through 
BAMB. Pastoral farmers will also benefit. We should 
end up having enough milk production to feed the nation 
ka gore fa o ka bona millions tse re rekang mashi ka 
tsone kwa Aferika Borwa, go raya gore Goromente wa 
UDC o tlaa ema ka dinao go bona gore mashi a nna 
teng. Government will then buy cattle from Botswana 
Meat Commission (BMC) and milk as I said. E tlaabo e 
se mashi fela, e tlaabo e le products like horns, skin, to 
benefit the manufacturing sector.

Fa re setse re bua ka tsa land allocation Madam Speaker, 
tota fela Goromente wa UDC o tshwanetse gore a fetse 
mathata a land board le a land allocation. There is an 
outcry all over the country ka land boards. Ke tsaya 
gore Goromente ka o a itse gore o tshwanetse a reetse 
batho, o tlaa reetsa, e bo land boards di fetolwa.
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SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members. 
Honourable Members, I just received a note that we 
have Government Spokesperson from Kenya, he is 
within us in the gallery. He is Mr Mwaūra Isaac Maigua. 
Can you please welcome him.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable 
Members. Please continue. 

MR MONAGENG: Go tlaare jaanong ka re na le baeng 
ba ba sa itseng Setswana, ke ye kwa Sekgoeng thata. 
Land allocation in Molepolole; as I said Government 
of UDC should try to solve this problem especially 
prioritising young people in the land allocation. UDC 
Government should do something se e leng gore 
Batswana will actually appreciate and understand gore 
we are now having a new Government. When the nation 
cries, if there is an outcry ya gore enough is enough, 
indeed we have to listen.

The new Government should not be stubborn at all 
or pompous but listen to the people. People are not 
happy with the land boards as I said, more so that these 
members were political appointees, re a itse. Therefore, 
Government of the UDC should act and will act.

Mining; Madam Speaker, our mining sector is evolving 
for the new strategic minerals entering the folder 
alongside diamonds, for example; Letlhakane Uranium 
project operated by Lotus Resources is undergoing a 
major infill drilling campaign to refine its resource and 
support a 6.2 billion mine plan targeting three million 
pounds of uranium annually. In Kanye as a Member of 
Parliament (MP) Honourable Mosanana has alluded 
earlier on Giyani Metals, is developing the K-Hill 
Battery-Grade Manganese Project. Having secured a 
mining licence and Special Economic Zone investor 
licence.

Madam Speaker, UDC Government should empower 
local companies especially those for our youth to 
participate fully in the sector ya mining. To address 
existing policy and operational gaps, Botswana 
Geoscience Institute (BGI) must be on its toes to 
come up with proper framework to facilitate Citizen 
Economic Empowerment (CEE) through viable and 
environmentally sustainable activities.

Fa re bua ka licences tse bagaetsho tsa mining, di fiwe 
Batswana jaaka kwa Molepolole re na le dithaba tse 
di ntsintsi tse go ka bonwang mo go tsone. Le fa e 
le majwe fela a a ka ntshiwang koo, a kgabisa a dira 
marako. Re godile e le gore the boundary walls di ne di 
dirwa ka majwe.  As we do that, let us assist banana kwa 
Molepolole gore ba neelwe licence tseo.

Honourable Arafat Khan and I have vowed to rebuild 
Molepolole ‘# re aga Molepolole’ ka gore tota 
Molepolole o sale a tlhokomologilwe, a sa tlhokomelwe, 
go sena sepe se se diragalang. Mme watch the space. 
President Advocate Duma Boko a re Goromente wa 
UDC o tlaabo a fetotse Botswana in the next three 
years. Nna le Honourable Arafat Khan, ra re, re tlaabo 
re fetotse Molepolole in the next two years, mme go tlile 
go diragala.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…

MR MONAGENG: On investment attraction; Madam 
Speaker, Government as you know is undertaking 
reforms to unlock land, streamline legal and regulatory 
frameworks and fast-track infrastructure to meet 
investor expectation. Tota fela jaaka re itse, motho 
fa a tla go gweba mo Botswana, ga a batle madiadia. 
Ga a batle e re a re o a riana, a bo a fitlhela e le gore 
kwa Deeds go tsaya lebaka le le leele, fa o re o a riana 
go tsaya lebaka le le leele. There are reforms that are 
going to be in place to make sure that does not happen 
anymore. Jaaka kwa Molepolole jaana, re na le plots tse 
di ntsintsi tsa industrial site tse re ka okang bagwebi 
gore ba tle kwa Molepolole. Re bue le land board gore 
Bonno Housing Scheme ba ka neelwa lefatshe, ba bo 
ba tswelela ba aga mo go lone, ba sa le reka. Le rona re 
tlaa bua le land board kwa Molepolole gore industrial 
site e e ijang ele, gongwe re senke bagwebi re ba neele 
lefatshe, ba gwebe mo go lone. 

Sport and creatives; this is very closer to my heart as 
you all know gore ke berekile mo radio for 22 years, ke 
ntse ke tshameka jazz. Bagaetsho, sport and creatives 
extend beyond individual wellbeing and leisure. They 
have immense potential to contribute to the economy. 
Let us look at who are the creatives. Tota gantsi fela 
re tsaya gore creatives ke ba ba opelang bo Puna 
Gabasiane, Lister Boleseng, Ndingo Johwa, no. The 
creatives include batshameki, baopedi, writers, Dr 
Butale jaana are involved in the creatives as writers, 
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designers, architects, influencers, poets, batho ba metlae 
le baroki. Ke gore fa re bua ka creatives, re bua batho 
ba bantsintsi fela thata. Policies and legal frameworks 
should be updated, gore batho ba tota go nne sentle. 

Molepolole is very rich in sporting skills; football, 
netball and karate. The creatives who are known 
nationally for instance kwa Molepolole ke, Dipela tsa 
ga Kobokwe, Mokwepa Choir, Bana ba Bakwena, poets 
like Kobamo Kgweba, a very great poet, bo Moroka 
Moreri le a mo itse o bereka kwa Ntlo ya Dikgosi, he 
is a poet wa Mokwena, a lady called Kesebonye and 
comedians like Tinere and Bonyanabo, kwa Molepolole 
re ba tshotse ba le bantsintsi. The sporting activities 
in our schools is a valuable investment, therefore a di 
baakanngwe gore ba ba tshamekang a ke tennis kana 
eng, ba kgone go tshameka. 

Madam Speaker, Goromente wa rona wa UDC o batla 
go thusa talente totatota. Rona kwa Molepolole jaaka ke 
bua, we have God given talent from the youth. Gompieno 
jaana fa re bua ka P200 million yo o yang go tsewa kwa 
Alcohol Levy a bo a leka gore badiragatsi ba neelwe se 
ba ka se dirisang, e re ba opela dipina go bo go dirilwe 
sentle, P200 million is not enough at all. When you 
compare, because P200 million is going to be distributed 
to all people involved in the creatives. You can imagine, 
monna a le nosi jaaka re tshela re bua, Steve Harvey o 
neetswe more than P400 million, mme gompieno re ya 
go neela badiragatsi botlhe P200 million. Ke mongwe 
wa ba ba reng a go sekasekwe konteraka ya ga Steve 
Harvey, ka gore P450 million to one company, and the 
company e tswa kwa America, is not proper. We have 
our young people here who can actually assist, we have 
Mme Ferguson mo South Africa, ke Batswana ba tswa 
kwa Mochudi, let us call her back and say, tsweledisa 
se Steve Harvey a neng a se dira. We have talent here 
in Botswana, and a new Government like UDC must 
take those bold steps to show that indeed we are in 
Government. 

For Government advertisements and events, let us use 
local artists and promoters for citizen empowerment. 
Ke gore gompieno jaana fa Goromente a na le tiro e 
tona ya ga Tautona, ya ga mang, ya ga mang, a re se ka 
ra bona go tlile batho ba South Africa ba tlile to perform 
kwano. A re tseyeng Batswana ba rona ba opele, ba bine 
borankana le eng, le eng. 

Madam Speaker about youth, as all of us want to improve 
bana ba rona, jaaka re bua ke future ya kamoso. They 
are our most precious resource…

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member, it 
is now 6 o’clock, I shall call upon the Leader of the 
House to move a Motion of adjournment. 

MOTION

ADJOURNMENT

LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MOHWASA): 
Thank you Madam Speaker, I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn. 

Question put and agreed to.

The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until 
Wednesday 19th November, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 
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