BOTSWANA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ORDER PAPER

(WEDNESDAY 215" AUGUST, 2024)

QUESTIONS HRS/MINS
1400 - 1445

1. MR. D. L. KEORAPETSE, MP. (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST): TO ask the Minister (380)
of Finance to state and explain to this Honourable House on the
amount of money the Government has received as non-
traditional sources of revenue from the increased user fees and
service charges since the announcement of the decision and to
specifically address:

() which user fees and services charges (including licenses,
permits etc.) have been increased in the last three (3) years
and by how much including percentage increases;

(iD what empirical evidence informed this policy decision of
increasing user fees and services fees;

(i) the extent to which these have increased the cost of living
of Batswana and/or implications for purchasing power; and

(iv) which user fees and services changes is Government
considering to increase and timelines.

2. DR. K. GOBOTSWANG, MP. (SEFHARE-RAMOKGONAMI: To ask the (381)
Minister of Lands and Water Affairs to apprise this Honourable
House on the water pipeline from Ramokgonami to the villages
of Seleka, Rasesa, Malete and Taupye as well as the water pipeline
connecting at Sefhare and Machaneng; the Minister should
further state:

() if he is aware of the water challenges supply in Machaneng,
Seleka, Rasesa, Malete and Taupye resulting in water
rationing and bowsing in some instances; and

(i plans in place to remedy the situation in the short, medium
to long term.



MR. J. L. THITE, MP. (GHANZI NORTH): To ask the Minister of
Transport and Public Works on the progress of the Qabo,
Grootlaagte, New Xade and East/West Hanahai road infrastructure
projects that he outlined in his March 2024 Committee of Supply
Speech and to state:

M budgetary allocations made for each of the mentioned
projects;

(i) progress achieved in terms of finalising the designs for each
road;

(i a realistic cost estimate for the completion of each road
project; and

(iv)  whether his Ministry has an anticipated date of completion
for the design phase of these projects.

MR. F. T. LEUWE, MP. (TAKATOKWANE): TO ask the Minister of Minerals
and Energy when his Ministry plans to extend electricity
connections in the following villages:

&) Dutlwe;

(b) Takatokwane;
(©) Maboane;

(d) Ditshegwane;
(e Sesung; and
(f) Salajwe.

MR. T. LETSHOLO, MP. (KANYE NORTH): TO ask the Minister for State
President to apprise this Honourable House on the current status
of positions at management level within Government and
parastatals that are under the purview of and appointed by the
Permanent Secretary to the President (PSP) and steps taken to
address any gaps in these key roles, specifically:

()] what is the total number of management positions within
Government and parastatals that are either vacant or
temporarily acted upon, broken down according to each
ministry and the reasons for these vacancies or acting
appointments;

(i what is the duration for which these posts have remained
vacant or temporarily acted upon;

(il how does the absence of qualified individuals in these
positions affect service delivery within Government;

(384)

(386)

(388)



(iv)

(V)

(vi)

is there a shortage of qualified candidates within Botswana
to fill these positions and if so, what are the reasons for the
shortage, additionally, if there is a need, why has there
been reluctance to consider foreign candidates for the
roles;

are there plans to allow specialised ministries such as the
Ministry of Health to participate in filling these
management positions directly; and

what is the Ministry's timeline commitment for filling these
positions with qualified personnel.

DR. N. TSHABANG, MP. (NKANGE): TO ask the Minister of Foreign
Affairs to update this Honourable House on the amount spent by
Government on the funeral proceedings of the former President
of Namibia, Dr. Hage Geingob; and to further state:

M

(i)

whether it is of diplomatic (relations) interest for a country
to spend such an amount on the other; and

resources used such as the number of vehicles, motorbikes
and human resources.

MR. O. REGOENG, MP. (MOLEPOLOLE NORTH): TO ask the Minister of
Labour and Home Affairs to state:

()

(i)

(i)

(iv)

whether Botswana National Productivity Centre (BNPC) is
succeeding in the quest to stimulate and generate national
productivity consciousness and competitiveness;

the extent to which BNPC efforts improved the level and
quality of labour productivity and work ethics in Botswana;

if there is any plan to review the BNPC mandate any time
soon; and

if she is satisfied with the current productivity level and
work ethics in Botswana, if not, what the Ministry is doing
about it.

MR. M. REATILE, MP. (JWANENG-MABUTSANE): TO ask the Minister of
Justice:

M

if in the so called Butterfly Case, Gerrie Nel was hired or is
still hired by the State as its legal counsel and since Gerrie
Nel is linked to AfriForum, what was the rationale of the
State in engaging Gerrie Nel who is at odds, undermines
and minimises the struggles of African National Congress
(ANC) in fighting for justice in South Africa;
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(i)

(i)

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(X)

(xi)

(xii)

whether this does not reflect negatively towards the
geopolitics of our neighbouring countries who share the
same pain; especially South Africa, a friendly neighbouring
country;

how much has been paid to date for his services;

if he is still being paid by the State or owed and if so how
much;

to state the number of times His Excellency the President,
Dr. Mokgweetsi Eric Keabetswe Masisi met Gerrie Nel;

why it was necessary for Gerrie Nel to have a sit-down with
His Excellency the President Masisi since the Butterfly case
was wholly initiated by law enforcement agencies without
external influence from the Executive as per the State's
claim;

Bank of Botswana Management provided the State with an
affidavit that clearly denied the theory that money was
stolen under their watch and supervision. Why did the
State distance itself from that affidavit; never
acknowledged its existence, never disclosed it to Batswana
or even used it to avoid prosecuting an innocent person;

the High Court ordered that, Jako Hubona be charged with
perjury for manufacturing evidence on behalf of the State.
How many years are left before this matter can be brought
before the court as per the Prescriptions Act. If the matter
is not filed yet, can the Minister update this Honourable
House when the State is intending to do so and why at that
particular time;

how many times did Jako Hubona meet His Excellency the
President Masisi; to brief him about the Butterfly Case;

with Hubona's skillset of fabrication and manufacturing
evidence, harm and injury was caused on the accused. Has
the State apologised or compensated the accused person
for the fabrication he did, if not why not;

what action has been taken against other individuals who
participated at various capacities in helping Hubona in the
hame of the State in the fabrication of evidence;

did the State establish whether the accused person was
working alone or not when money went missing at Bank of
Botswana. If the accused person had partners, how many
Bank of Botswana employees were charged for and if not,
why were they not charged;



10.

(xiii)  since Bank of Botswana holds annual Cabinet briefings and
the incident of stolen money occurred in 2008, does His
Excellency the President or anyone in Cabinet remember
being briefed about the missing money; if there is
someone, who is it and what they remember;

(xiv) if His Excellency the President and Cabinet do not
remember being told about the missing money, did the
State seek explanation from Bank of Botswana for such
misleading reports that led to an innocent person being
falsely accused. If no investigation was done, why not.

MR. P. K. MOTAOSANE, MP. (THAMAGA-KUMAKWANE): TO ask the
Minister of Health to state when the Satar Dada Clinic staff
housing project will commence in Kumakwane.

MR. D. TSHERE, MP. (MAHALAPYE WEST): TO ask the Minister for State
President to apprise this Honourable House on the promise made
by His Excellency the President, Dr. Mokgweetsi Eric Keabetswe
Masisi in 2019 to reinstate all those who were dismissed from work
as a consequence of the 2011 industrial strike and further explain
the following:

M how many people were dismissed from work at Ministry of
Health and any other Ministry;

(i) how many were reinstated at Ministry of Health and other
Ministries;

(i) if he is aware that most of the people who were dismissed
were actually not reinstated but instead given two (2) year
contracts;

(iv) the selection criteria and rational when giving them two (2)
year contracts as some were not given;

(V) if he is aware that these people are now out of work;

(vi)  whether these contracts were merely electioneering for
2019 General Election without any intention to reinstate
them to their original positions;

(vil  whether the reinstated employees were given their
original benefits in terms of terminal benefits, salary
adjustments, leave days and allowances as is the nature
with reinstatements; and
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(viii)

what his Ministry is doing to rectify the suffering of people
who were dismissed from work following the industrial
strike.

Management) Bill, 2024 (Bill
No. 23 of 2024)

11.  MR. S. J. BROOKS, MP. (KGALAGADI SOUTH): TO ask the Minister of (394)
Environment and Tourism to state:
(  the number of community Trusts in Botswana recognised
under the Community Based Natural Resources
Management (CBNRM) Policy;
(i)  how many of them are running successful business
ventures;
(i) the kind of businesses they ventured into; and
(iv)  if the CBNRM Policy is beneficial to Community Trusts in any
way and if not, whether he plans to improve it so that it has
more positive impact in our communities.
12.  MR. K. NKAWANA, MP. (SELEBI PHIKWE EAST): TO ask the Minister of (395)
Trade and Industry to apprise this Honourable House on the
number of vacant managerial and directorship positions at SPEDU
if any and when he intends to fill them.
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF PUBLIC BUSINESS HRS/MINS
PRESENTATION OF A GOVERNMENT BILL 1445 - 1800
« Refugees (Recognition and An Act to make provision for the

recognition and management of refugees;
to give effect to provisions to the United

Nations Convention Relating to the Status
of Refugees of 1951, the Protocol Relating
to the Status of Refugees of 1967 and the
Organisation of African Unity Convention
Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugees
Problems in Africa of 1969; and to provide

for matters incidental thereto

connected therewith.
(Published on 30 July, 2024)
(Minister of Justice)

or



NOTICE OF MOTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE DAY

MOTIONS
GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER ASSISTING
FARMERS TO DRILL BOREHOLES
1. “That this Honourable House requests Government to consider assisting

farmers to drill boreholes in their farms in order to encourage food security
and food self-sufficiency.”

(Mr. W. B. Mmolotsi, MP. — Francistown South)
(Resumed Debate)

RELOCATION OF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE TO THE
MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

2. “That this Honourable House requests Government to relocate Primary
Health Care to the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development.”

(Mr. F. T. Leuwe, MP. — Takatokwane)

REVIEW OF THE POLICY ON ALLOCATION OF
BOREHOLES IN COMMUNAL AREAS

3. “That this Honourable House requests Government to consider reviewing
the current policy concerning the allocation of boreholes in communal areas
with a view to reduce the radius between boreholes from six (6) kilometres
to four (4) kilometres in order to reduce the over concentration of cattle
around limited boreholes resulting in over grazing.”

(Dr. K. Gobotswang, MP. — Sefhare-Ramokgonami)

SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE
BILLING SYSTEM AT WATER UTILITIES CORPORATION (WUC)

4. “That this Honourable House resolves to setup a Special Select Committee as
per the Standing Order to investigate on the water billing system at Water
Utilities Corporation.”

(Mr. 0. Ramogapi, MP. - Palapye)

DECLARATION OF GABORONE MAIN MALL
A SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE

5. “That this Honourable House requests Government to declare Gaborone
Main Mall as part of Special Economic Zone geared towards the creative
sector and entertainment hub.”

(Mr. T. Mangwegape-Healy, MP. — Gaborone Central)
(Resumed Debate)



10.

INSTALLATION OF BACKUP GENERATORS

“That this Honourable House requests Government to install backup
generators in all Government clinics in the Takatokwane Constituency as a
matter of urgency.”

(Mr. F. T. Leuwe, MP. — Takatokwane)
INCENTIVES FOR LONG SERVING CIVIL SERVANTS

“That this Honourable House requests Government to introduce an
incentives programme for long serving civil servants to incentivise them to
take early retirement and make way for younger, more able-bodied
graduates with the right skill sets and qualifications so that they get an
opportunity for employment in Government.”

(Mr. B. Mathoothe, MP. — Serowe North)

INTRODUCTION OF A POLICY THAT COMPELS SUPERMARKETS TO SUB
CONTRACT THEIR IN-HOUSE BUTCHERIES AND BAKERIES

“That this Honourable House requests Government to come up with a policy
that compels supermarkets to sub-contract their in-house butcheries and
bakeries to 100% citizen owned businesses in which the supermarket owners
are not shareholders as a way of making up for mainstay businesses such as
bakeries and general dealers which have generally closed down due to being
outmuscled by supermarkets.”

(Mr. M. Balopi, MP. — Gaborone North)

INTRODUCTION OF A RURAL WATER SUPPLY SCHEME

“That this Honourable House requests Government to introduce a Rural
Water Supply Scheme in order to promote economic and social upliftment
of the rural communities.”

(Mr. K. C. Hikuama, MP. — Ngami)

AMENDMENT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT

“That this Honourable House requests Government to amend the Public
Health Act in order to give the Director of Health Services powers to be able
to contain and control the outbreak and spread of any disease without the
heed for His Excellency the President to rule by decree in a protracted State
of Emergency.”

(Mr. L. Lesedi, MP. — Serowe South)



1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

DESIGNATING MAUN A SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE

“That this Honourable House resolves that Maun be designated a Special
Economic Zone for tourism.”

(Mr. D. Saleshando, MP. — Maun West)

REGULATION OF INTERNATIONAL SELF DRIVE CUSTOMERS

“That this Honourable House requests Government to regulate international
self-drive customers to utilise local companies in undertaking their game
drives and related activities in local National Parks and Game Reserves in an
effort to promote economic inclusion of locals in the tourism industry.”

(Mr. G. Kekgonegile, MP. — Maun East)

GOVERNMENT TO EXPEDITE ALLOCATION OF PLOTS

“That this Honourable House requests Government to expedite the
allocation of plots earmarked for Self Help Housing Agency (SHAA) Project
and business in Sowa Town.”

(Mr. P. Majaga, MP. — Nata-Gweta)

REVIEW OF SPEDU INCENTIVES

“That this Honourable House requests Government to consider reviewing
SPEDU incentives to boost domestic and foreign investment.”

(Mr. D. L. Keorapetse, MP. — Selebi Phikwe West)

GOVERNMENT TO EVOLVE A COMPREHENSIVE RURAL
INDUSTRIALISATION STRATEGY

“That this Honourable House requests Government to expeditiously evolve a
comprehensive rural industrialisation strategy with clear resource
allocations and timelines to address unemployment and poverty in rural
areas.”

(Mr. T. B. Lucas, MP. - Bobonong)

QUOTA FOR LAND ALLOCATION TO CHURCHES

“That this Honourable House requests Government to set a quota of at least
30 percent for land allocation to churches on advertised plots and further
demarcate plots to be specifically allocated to churches only.”

(Mr. 0. Ramogapi, MP. - Palapye)



17.

18.

19.

BANNING OF NON-ESSENTIAL PLASTICS

“That this Honourable House requests Government to consider banning the
use of non-essential plastics.”

(Mr. K. Nkawana, MP. - Selebi Phikwe East)

CREATION OF A CITY/TOWN IN THE NORTH WEST REGION

“That this Honourable House requests Government to create a city/town in
the North West Region given that the North West Region is underdeveloped,
but it could be the hub of tourism with a city/town that fits a tourism hub
status in terms of infrastructural development and services. This is the
Region which is home to Okavango River, Thamalakane River, Lake Ngami and
a wide range of flora and fauna. Creation of a tourism city in this Region
would not only put the country in a better position to exploit the rich
natural resources found in the Region and to create jobs, but also because
the country is ready for an additional city to alleviate crowding in the
existing towns and cities.”

(Mr. K. C. Hikuama, MP. — Ngami)

AMENDMENT OF THE PUBLIC HOLIDAYS ACT

“That this Honourable House requests Government to consider amending
the Public Holidays Act so that it reads “if a public holiday falls on a Saturday
or Sunday, the Monday becomes a public holiday” as opposed to reading “if
the public holidays listed fall on a Sunday then the Monday shall be a public
holiday” as it has now become common that if a holiday falls on a Saturday
then the next Monday is declared a public holiday at short notice and this
disrupts planning and is bad for business.”

(Mr. L. Lesedi, MP. - Serowe South)
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