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PUBLIC STATEMENT

Parliament is pleased to present a summary of the business
conducted during the 2" Meeting of the 2" Session of the 13th
Parliament, commonly referred to as the Budget Meeting, which
was held from 9% February to 17t April 2026. During this meeting,
Parliament effectively fulfilled its mandate of law-making,
oversight, and representation. The meeting was characterized by
strong participation from Members of Parliament and constructive
deliberations on key national priorities aimed at driving the
country’s development agenda.

Below is the detailed breakdown of the summary of the business;

For more information, contact Public Relations on 3616869.

Public Relations Office

04 May 2026
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1. BILLS

No. | Name Responsible Date of Status
Ministry Publication
1. Appropriation (2026/2027) Finance 23/01/2026 Passed on
Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 1 of 2026) 24/03/2026
2. Supplementary Appropriation | Finance 27/03/2026 Passed on
(2024/2025) Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 31/03/2026
11 of 2026)
3. Income Tax Bill, 2025 (Bill No. Finance 15/12/2025 Passed on
36 of 2025) 13/04/2026
4. | Customs (Amendment) Bill, Finance 15/12/2025 Passed on
2025 (Bill No. 37 of 2025) 13/04/2026
5. Value Added Tax Bill, 2025 (Bill | Finance 15/12/2025 Passed on
No. 39 of 2025) 13/04/2026
6. Tax Administration Bill, 2025 Finance 15/12/2025 Passed on
(Bill No. 38 of 2025) 13/04/2026
7. National Registration Labourand Home | 12/12/2025 Passed on
(Amendment) Bill, 2025 (Bill Affairs 16/04/2026
No. 35 of 2025)
8. Stock, Bonds and Treasury Finance 30/01/2026 Passed on
Bills (Amendment) Bill, 2026 26/03/2026
(Bill No. 2 of 2026)
9. Cinematograph Bill, 2025 (Bill | Sport and Arts 14/11/2025 Passed on
No. 31 of 2025) 02/04/2026
10. | Industrial Development Trade and 02/02/2026 Notice Copy
(Amendment) Bill, 2026 (Bill Entrepreneurship received
No. 3 of 2026)
11. | Constitution (Amendment) State President, 04/07/2025 Passed on
Bill, 2025 (Bill No. 14 of 2025) Defence and 30/03/2026
Security
12. | Attorney General (Retiring State President, 16/02/2026 Notice Copy
Age) Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 4 of Defence and received
2026) Security
13. | Public Service Bill, 2026 (Bill State President, 06/03/2026 Passed on
No. 6 of 2026) Defence and 13/04/2026
Security
14. | Bridge Financing Loan Finance 06/03/2026 Passed on
(Stanbic Bank Botswana 27/03/2026
Limited) (Loan Authorisation)
Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 10 of 2026)
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15. | Botswana Livestock Finance 06/03/2026 Passed on
Commercialisation Project 27/03/2026
(BoLCoP) Loan from the
International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD) (Loan Authorisation)

Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 9 of 2026)

16. | Standard Chartered Bank Finance 06/03/2026 Passed on
Botswana Limited (Loan 27/03/2026
Authorisation) (No. 1) Bill,

2026 (Bill No. 7 of 2026)

17. | Standard Chartered Bank Finance 06/03/2026 Passed on
Botswana Limited (Loan 27/03/2026
Authorisation) (No. 2) Bill,

2026 (Bill No. 8 of 2026)

18. | Standard Chartered Bank Finance 27/03/2026 Passed on
Botswana (Multilateral 30/03/2026
Investment Guarantee
Agency) (MIGA) Backed Trade
Facility (Loan Authorisation)

Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 12 of 2026)

19. | Deeds Registry (Amendment) | Lands and 10/04/2026 Passed on
Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 13 of 2026) Agriculture 14/04/2026

2. POLICIES

No. | Name of Policy Responsible Ministry Status

1 Draft National Agriculture Policy, 2025 | Lands and Agriculture Tabled on

15/12/2025

2 Revised National Policy on Rural | Local Government and Tabled on
Development Traditional Affairs 09/04/2026

3 Botswana National Youth Policy, 2026 — | Youth and Gender Affairs | Tabled on
2036 09/04/2026

4 Botswana National Migration Policy Labour and Home Affairs Pending

3. RESOLUTIONS

ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT NATIONAL AGRICULTURE POLICY

I. "That this Honourable House resolves that the Draft National Agriculture Policy, be

adopted.” (Minister of Lands and Agriculture) Adopted on 31.03.2026

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 1 OF 2024/2025

II. “That this Honourable House resolves that the Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure
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for the Consolidated and Development Funds — Financial Paper No. 1 of 2024/2025 be
approved.” (Minister of Finance) Adopted on 31.03.2026




ADOPTION OF THE REVISED NATIONAL POLICY ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT

lIl. “That this Honourable House resolves to adopt the Revised National Policy on Rural
Development, 2025." (Minister of Local Government and Traditional Affairs) Adopted on
14.04.2026

ADOPTION OF THE BOTSWANA NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY, 2026 - 2036

IV. "That this Honourable House resolves to adopt the Botswana National Youth Policy, 2026
— 2036 and the Implementation Plan.” (Minister of Youth and Gender Affairs) Adopted on
15.04.2026

ADOPTION OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE REPORT,SIXTY FIRST (61ST)
MEETING 2021-2022 ACCOUNTS

V. "That this Honourable House resolves to adopt the Public Accounts Committee Report,
Sixty First (61st) Meeting 2021-2022 Accounts.” (Chairperson of the Public Accounts
Committee) Adopted on 16.04.2026

4. QUESTIONS

Received Answered Remaining

447 281 166

5. MINISTERS' QUESTION TIME

Received Answered Remaining

12 7 5

6. LEADER OF THE HOUSE’S QUESTION TIME

Received Answered Remaining

1 1 0

7. PRIVATE MEMBERS’ MOTIONS

INTRODUCTION OF A LAW SETTING A MANDATORY CORPORATE SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

I. "That this Honourable House requests Government to introduce a law setting a mandatory
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) for a specified proportion of profits before tax for
companies operating in Botswana." (Dr. K. Gobotswang, MP. — Tswapong South) (Negated
on 13.02.2026)

GOVERNMENT TO ABANDON PLANS TO CONSTRUCT A PRESIDENT LODGE IN THE
OKAVANGO DELTA

II. "Thatthis Honourable House resolves that Government should abandon plans to construct
a Presidential Lodge in the Okavango Delta and return the earmarked piece of land to
Tawana Land Board for possible allocation to the District Council.” (Mr. D. Saleshando, MP.
— Maun North) (Negated on 20.02.2026)
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEDICATED ARM OR UNIT OF THE POLICE SERVICE FOR THE
PROTECTION OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS

Ill. “"That this Honourable House requests Government to establish a dedicated arm or unit
of the Botswana Police Service for the protection of judicial officers.” (Dr. U. Dow, MP. —
Kgatleng West) (Negated on 13.03.2026)

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT HUB AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA TO DEVELOP GOVERNMENT-WIDE OPEN-SOURCE ERP
SYSTEMS

IV. "Thatthis Honourable House requests Government to create, fully fund, and operationalize
a National Software Development Hub at the University of Botswana within the next fiscal
year,withtheexplicitmandatetodevelop,implement,and maintain open-source Enterprise
Resource Planning (ERP) systems for Government-wide use, thereby eliminating reliance
on costly proprietary software licenses and fostering local technological capacity.” (Mr.
M. Moalosi, MP. — Nkange) (Negated on 20.03.2026) NB: The Business Advisory Committee
(BAC) had reviewed the amendment to the Motion on establishing a National Software
Development Hub and found that replacing the University of Botswana with the Botswana
Digital and Innovation Hub introduced a new matter and altered the original objective, contrary
to Standing Order 47.2. Consequently, the Speaker ruled that the amendment was invalid and
that the Motion would proceed in its original form on 20th March 2026. Proceeding in its
original form, the Motion was then negated/rejected.

AMENDMENT OF SECTION 201 (A) OF THE PENAL CODE OF 2018

V. "That this Honourable House requests Government to consider amending Section 201 (A)
of the Penal Code No. 18 of 2018 that any person found in unlawful possession of any
human flesh, body parts or human remains commits an offence and shall be sentenced to
a minimum term of 20 years imprisonment or to a maximum term of life imprisonment.”
(Mr. C. K. Jacobs, MP. — Lobatse) (Adopted on 27.03.2026)

COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL STUDY ON THE INCLUSION OF BLOOD GROUP TYPE
DATA WITHIN ROUTINE MEDICAL RECORDS

VI. "That this Honourable House requests Government to include blood group type data within
routine medical records, with the aim of improving emergency response and enhancing
preparedness for medical interventions across the country.” (Mr. P. M. Mosanana, MP. —
Kanye East) (Adopted 10.04.2026)

MOTION FOR THE ADJOURNMENT - DEFINITE MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

VII. “"ThatthisHonourable Houserequests Governmenttourgently considerthe re-demarcation
of existing veterinary disease control zones, particularly Zone 11, 3B and other similar large
zones across the country and to embark on the maintenance of all zonal fences across the
country in order to enhance livestock disease management and improve the livelihood of
all our farmers."” (Mr. S. O. Digwa, MP. — Botet West) (Adopted 17.04.2026)

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON COMMUNITY BASED ORGANISATIONS OR TRUSTS

VIIl. "That this Honourable House requests Government to institute a commission of inquiry
on allegations of Maladministration, financial embezzlement, insider trading, corruption,
abuse of political power and abuse of office on Community Based Organisations or Trusts
by Technical Advisory Committees and Trustees from year 2014 to 2024." (Mr. S. O.
Mapulanga, MP. — Chobe) Resumed debate
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INTRODUCTION OF SAFE STUDENT-FRIENDLY SCHOOL BUSES

IX. "Thatthis Honourable House resolves that Government should introduce safe and student-
friendly school buses by establishing a comprehensive, nationwide policy framework
to ensure the safety, efficiency and accessibility of school transportation.” (Mr. C. K.
Hikuama, MP. — Maun West) Resumed debate

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUNS PERMIT QUOTA

X. "ThatthisHonourable House resolves to request Government to introduce a “special guns”
permit quota for farmers residing in dangerous wildlife infested farming areas, as a matter
of facilitating them to protect their livestock, crops and properties.” (Mr. G. Kekgonegile,
MP. — Maun East)

ESTABLISHMENT OF A TASK FORCE TO INVESTIGATE THE EXTENT OF FOREIGN
WORK PERMIT ABUSE AND NON-COMPLIANCE WITH CITIZEN SUBCONTRACTING
MANDATES IN GOVERNMENT PROJECTS

Xl. "That this Honourable House requests Government to immediately establish a high-level
Task Force mandated to investigate the extent of foreign work permit abuse and non-
compliance with citizen subcontracting mandates in all Government projects, and further
requests that the Task Force be required to submit a comprehensive report with actionable
recommendations to this Honourable House within six (6) months of its formation.” (Mr.
M. Moalosi, MP. — Nkange)

POLICY FRAMEWORKORLEGISLATION, EMPLOYEE SHARE SCHEMES ASASTRATEGY
TO ENHANCE EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT, RETENTION AND ALIGNMENT OF INTEREST
OF EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

XIl. “"ThatthisHonourable House requests Government to encourage through policy framework
or legislation, employee share schemes as a strategy to enhance employee engagement,
retention and alignment of interest of employers and employees.” (Mr. R. W. Kaizer, MP. —
Selibe Phikwe West)

GOVERNMENT TO STOP CHARGING FARMERS TAX ON IMPORTATION OF LIVESTOCK

XIll. "That this Honourable House requests Government to stop charging farmers tax on
livestock imported from the neighbouring states, in order to encourage importation of
more animals of high-quality genetics, as our country is gearing towards increasing both
cattle and small stock number, farmers are bearing high transportation costs, food and
accommodation costs.” (Mr. O. Kedikilwe, MP. — Serowe West)

GOVERNMENT TO AUTHORISE BOTSWANA POWER CORPORATION (BPC) TO FOCUS
ON DISTRIBUTION OF POWER

XIV. “"That this Honourable House requests Government to authorise Botswana Power
Corporation (BPC) to strictly focus on distribution of power, village connection, inspection
of materials used and to allow local privately-owned companies to connect electricity in
homes and farms.” (Mr. G. Lekau, MP. — Mogoditshane West)

GOVERNMENT TO COMMIT TO ALLOCATE PLOTS TO ALL PERSONS CURRENTLY ON
THE WAITING LIST

XV. "That this Honourable House requests Government to commit to allocate residential
plots to all persons on waiting list for residential plots in next 3 years to facilitate home
ownership for a significant proportion of the people of Botswana.” (Mr. T. B. Lucas, MP. —
Bobirwa)
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DOMESTICATION OF THE SADC MODEL LAW ON PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT

XVI. "That this Honourable House resolves to request Government to take the necessary steps
to ratify and domesticate the SADC Model Law on Public Finance Management into the
national Legal Framework.” (Mr. T. Furniture, MP. — Tati East)

AMENDMENT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT

XVII."That this Honourable House requests Government to amend the Public Health Act in order
to give the Director of Health Services powers to undertake efforts to contain and control
the outbreak and spread of any disease without the need for His Excellency the President
to rule by decree in a protracted State of Emergency.” (Mr. L. Lesedi, MP. — Serowe South)

INTRODUCTION OF SIGN LANGUAGE AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

XVIll. "“That this Honourable House resolves to introduce and adopt sign language as an
official language in Botswana.” (Mr. M. M. Morolong, MP. — Kgatleng Central)

FORMAL DOCUMENTATION AND REGISTRATION OF IMMIGRANTS WITH A VIEW TO
ESTABLISH THE NUMBER AND THEIR SOCIO AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

XIX. “That this Honourable House resolves that Government establish and implement a Formal
Documentation and Registration of all Immigrants including illegal or undocumented
immigrants with a view to establish their number and their socio and economic impacts
on local citizen and community resources and services.” (Mr. L. Barongwang, MP. —
Mogoditshane East)

AMENDMENT OF BUSINESS REGULATIONS AND COMPLIANCE AT COMPANIES AND
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AUTHORITY (CIPA)

XX. "That this Honourable House requests Government to consider exempting registered non-
operating businesses or shelf companies from filing fees or paying annual returns as well
as to reduce filing fees for annual returns of operating business entities, restoration fees
for businesses and companies deactivated and removed from the CIPA register.” (Mr. C. K.
Jacobs, MP. — Lobatse)

GOVERNMENT TO REVIEW THE POLICY OF DISPOSSESSING LAND-HOLDERS

XXI. “"That this Honourable House requests Government to review the policy of dispossessing
land-holders to give way to village expansions, with a view to allowing the existence of
small farms within towns and villages.” (Dr. U. Dow, MP. — Kgatleng West)

REVIEW AND UPWARD ADJUSTMENT OF THE COMPENSATION RATES FOR LOSS OF
LIFE, INJURY, LIVESTOCK AND CROPS

XXII."That this Honourable House resolves that Government immediately reviews and upwardly
adjust the compensation rates which no longer reflect the true market value for loss of life,
injury, livestock and crops, for the purposes of aligning them, with current market prices
and inflation in order to promote the coexistence between the people of Botswana and
wildlife.” (Mr. C. K. Hikuama, MP. — Maun West)

CITIZEN ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CEDA) TO DISCONTINUE THE
ISSUANCE OF LOANS

XXIIl.  “That this Honourable House requests Government to discontinue the issuance of
loans by the Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA) and instead partner
with commercial banks for all credit facilities by providing surety.” (Mr. G. Lekau, MP. —
Mogoditshane West)
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AMENDMENT OF THE PUBLIC HOLIDAYS ACT

XXIV. *"That this Honourable House requests Government to consider amending the Public

Holidays Act so that it reads, "if a public holiday falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the Monday
becomes a public holiday"” as opposed to reading, "if the public holidays listed fall on a
Sunday then the Monday shall be a public holiday” as it has now become common that if
a holiday falls on a Saturday then the next Monday is declared a public holiday at short
notice and this disrupts planning and is bad for business.” (Mr. L. Lesedi, MP. — Serowe
South)

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL FUND FOR GENDER BASED VIOLENCE (GBV)

XXV."That this Honourable House requests Government to strengthen Botswana’s commitment

to gender equality and the protection of its citizens by establishing a Special Fund for
Gender Based Violence (GBV) to provide immediate, targeted financial resources for
prevention, survivor support and legal redress.” (Mr. T. Furniture, MP. — Tati East)

8. TABLED PAPERS

VI.

VII.

VIII.

XI.

XIl.

XIll.

XIV.

Financial Statements, Tables and Estimates of the Consolidated and Development Funds
Revenues 2026/ 2027 (Minister of Finance) Tabled on 09.02.2026

. Civil Aviation Authority of Botswana Annual Report, 2024/2025 (Minister of Transport and

Infrastructure) Tabled on 10.02.2026

Botswana Fibre Networks (BoFiNet) Annual Report, 2024 (Minister of Communications and
Innovation) Tabled on 25.02.2026

. Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority Annual Report, 2024 (Minister of

Communications and Innovation) Tabled on 25.02.2026

Botswana Trade Commission Annual Report, 2024/2025 (Minister of Trade and
Entrepreneurship) Tabled on 25.02.2026

Botswana Telecommunications Corporation Integrated Annual Report, 2025 (Minister of
Communications and Innovation) Tabled on 17.03.2026

Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure from the Consolidated Fund, Financial Paper No.
1 0f 2024/2025 (Minister of Finance) Tabled on 27.03.2026

Botswana Accountancy Oversight Authority Integrated Report 2025 (Minister of Finance)
Tabled on 30.03.2026

. Public Procurement Tribunal Annual Report, 2024/2025 (Minister of Finance) Tabled on

30.03.2026

Report on Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for the Consolidated and Development
Funds, Financial Paper No. 1 of 2024/2025 (Chairperson of the Finance and Estimates
Committee) Tabled on 30.03.2026

Legal Aid Botswana Annual Report, 2024/2025 (Minister of Justice and Correctional
Services) Tabled on 31.03.2026

Annual Statements of Accounts for Financial Year ended 31st, March, 2023. (Minister of
Finance) Tabled on 08.04.2026

Public Accounts Committee Report, Sixty First (61st) Meeting 2021-2022 Accounts.
(Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee) Tabled on 13.04.2026

Deposit Insurance Scheme of Botswana 2025 Annual Report. (Minister of Finance) Tabled
on 14.04.2026
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XV. Report of the Auditor General on the Accounts of the Botswana Government for the Year
ended 31st March 2023. (Minister of Finance) Tabled on 16.04.2026

9. PETITION

e Hon. M. Moalosi, Member of Parliament for Nkange Constituency presented a petition
on behalf of the unemployed ICT graduates of Botswana to express their deep concern
regarding the continued unemployment and unfair treatment of ICT graduates within the
public sector.

10. STATEMENTS

I. The Minister of International Relations made a statement on the update this Honourable
House on the rapidly evolving security situation in the Middle East and its implications for
Botswana and its citizens abroad. (04/03/2026)

Il. TheChairpersonoftheParliamentary CaucusonWomenmadeastatementtocommemorate
the 2026 International Women'’s Day on the 8th March 2026. The year commemoration
is held under the theme "Give to Gain: Advancing Justice, Equality and Empowerment
for Women and Girls. Translating it into Setswana, “Neela go Nna le Dipoelo: Tsweledisa
Tshiamiso, Tekatekano le go Nonotsha Bomme leBasetsana.” (06/03/2026)

[ll. The Minister of Labour and Home Affairs briefed the Honourable House on his intention to
amend the regulations of the Societies Act with a view to strengthen the control of societies
and improve our standings in response to Non-Profit Organisations (NPO) ratings for the
coming Financial Action Task Force (FATF) evaluations in January 2027. (26/03/2026)

IV. The Minister of Minerals and Energy made a statement on the impact of current conflicts
that are happening in the Middle East on the Botswana economy, in particular relation to
fuel supply and national energy security. (27/03/2026)

V. The Minister of Transport and Infrastructure made a statement on suspension, with
immediate effect, of implementation of the new transport fare increases that was
announced on 31st March 2026. (01/04/2026)
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