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Wednesday 6th February, 2019
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
DEBSWANA’S LEASE TO OPERATE A PRIVATE
HOTEL IN LETLHAKANE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Environment, Natural Resources
Conservation and Tourism if he is aware that Debswana
has leased a contractors’ camp to a private company to
operate as a hotel while there are other hotels and guest
houses in Letlhakane funded by Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA), National Development
Bank (NDB) and other commercial banks and if so, to
state:
(i) whether the Department of Tourism is aware of
this;
(ii) the type of license issued to the private company
and who issued it;
(iii) the number of rooms at that hotel and the rates;
(iv) the room occupancy rate in the past two years;
(v) whether Debswana is competing in businesses
reserved for locals and if so, how will this issue
be resolved;
(vi) the number of guest houses, hotels, lodges and
multi-residential businesses found in Letlhakane;
and
(vii) the effect of this hotel on the above mentioned
businesses.
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND TOURISM
(MR MOKAILA): Good afternoon Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, because the answer is pretty long I will
paraphrase it. I am aware that there is a facility housing
contractor employees for Orapa Mine and Damtshaa
Mine. It is not a licensed facility, but I also admit
that there has been some transgressions where they
have not only housed contractor employees. There are
around 600 rooms which offer around 1200 beds. I
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cannot tell you how the occupancy is because it is not
a licensed enterprise. Debswana is not competing with
local industries because they house its employees for
their sub-contractors for those employees they cannot
accommodate. There are 29 licensed tourism facilities
in the Boteti Sub-district, Letlhakane included. Let me
also Mr Speaker, reiterate that this is a contractor’s
camp accommodating employees of the mine. I thank
you Mr Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Minister,
I want to understand because as far as I know, there
are rooms which you can occupy, where as a Minister
you can book and pay a daily rate. Is that how the
contractor’s camp operates? Which category does it fall
under because there are payments that are going to be
made and a restaurant that is operating there, is that
how that facility should be operated?
MR MOKAILA: In my paraphrased response Mr
Speaker, I said there had been transgressions meaning
that we sent a team out there and they found out indeed
when there are spare rooms, they were charging people.
We have put the mine on notice, I had a team there on
Monday as we speak, just to ensure that, that does not
happen and we have told the mine that if they continue
to do so, we will close the facility that is not how it is
supposed to operate. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you very much Mr Speaker. Minister, I hear what
you are saying that there were some transgressions,
but why did you not take a decision to close down
this Hotel because I believe that, when that mine was
opened, one of the objectives was job creation for the
local people so that they can benefit from the mine. So,
if the mine is going to build houses for its employees,
then it means the local business community that is there
suffers because there will be no economic activity which
the mine is bringing to the village. Do you not think that
is out of line with your Government’s policy of actually
bringing employment to the people?
MR MOKAILA: I think it is lack of understanding
Mr Speaker. What the mine has is a contractor’s camp
where they have got an operator to look after their own
employees of the mine because they could not provide
accommodation. The transgression became when now
the operator started to accommodate those who do not
work for the mine; that is where the transgression is.
So, the net result of closing would be affecting mine
production which I think is undesirable.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.

(3) Bachelor of Science Medical Laboratory Science

MR SPEAKER: We have limited time, Honourable
Members, Honourable Ntlhaile that will be the last one.

(4) Bachelor of Physiotherapy, as well as

MR NTLHAILE: Further supplementary. Honourable
Minister what are you doing to ensure that Debswana as
a big company does not sub-contract foreign companies
to operate the camps that we are talking about? What are
you doing to ensure that Debswana facilitates Batswana
who have made an effort to build houses in Jwaneng
with the expectation that they will rent out the houses
to the mine?
MR MOKAILA: You know, I know we are in 2019,
and we all want to make an impact but here is the fact;
all I am saying is a contractor’s site is the entitlement of
the mine to have it. When used properly, it is appropriate
to be so, it only does not become appropriate when they
do things that they are not designed for and that is what
I am saying. So the fact that they have a contractor’s site
has nothing to do with other accommodation in town.
ACCREDITATION OF COURSES AND
ENROLMENT OF STUDENTS AT DDT
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research,
Science and Technology to state:
(i) the courses which have been accredited by
Botswana Health Professions Council (BHPC) at
DDT College of Medicine;

(5) Bachelor of Dental Hygiene and Therapy.
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy, Bachelor of
Science in Medical Laboratory Science and Bachelor
of Physiotherapy are currently being processed for
provisional accreditation status. Degree in Doctor’s
Assistance and Bachelor of Dental Hygiene and Therapy
cannot be reviewed because they are not currently listed
in the Schedule B of the Botswana Health Profession’s
Act.
(ii) Mr Speaker, Government has sponsored students
at DDT College of Medicine this financial
year 2018/2019 for programmes approved by
Botswana Qualifications Authority. DDT College
of Medicine is subjected to the same requirements
as any other Education Training Provider before
students can enroll in their programmes.
(iii) Lastly Mr Speaker, I am not aware if the
institution has increased its capacity or not, what
I know however, is that their enrollment of new
Government sponsored students has gone down
by 60 per cent from 123 new learners in 2017/18
to 49 new learners in 2018/19. I thank you Mr
Speaker.

(ii) if Government will sponsor students at the
institution this financial year; and

MR BILLY: Supplementary. Thank you Honourable
Minister. How does the mandate of Assistant doctors
differ from that of nurses because nurses are also there
to assist the doctors?

(iii) whether the institution has increased their capacity
to enroll additional students this financial year.

MR MOLAO: I do not have the specifics of their job
descriptions but we can find out about that.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Mr
Speaker.

DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Minister, we are talking about students that
are already enrolled at this school. I want you to help
us understand; how do you offer professional courses
in the medical field first of all without having engaged
the professional body which you are currently trying
to engage? Minister, are you seriously going to close
this school and stop wasting our children’s time who
have enrolled there for many years and then when they
graduate there is no one who recognises them? Can
you just be serious and stop playing games with our
children’s lives?

(i) Mr Speaker, there are no courses with fully
accredited Botswana Health Professionals Council
(BHPC). However, DDT College of Medicine has
submitted the following programmes to Botswana
Health Professions Council for review;
(1) Degree in Doctor’s Assistant
(2) Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy
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MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, the DDT school
management have submitted …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLAO: We are not at a freedom square
Honourable Keorapetse. The thing is, they submitted
their programmes to the professional body to assess ,
review and possibly approve them. We must understand
that the Botswana Qualifications Authority (BQA) and
professional bodies have two distinct processes. If
BQA is satisfied with the programmes that have been
submitted and approves them , it does not therefore
automatically mean that the professional body which
does not fall under the ambit of the laws of BQA is
obliged to agree. They also have their own processes.
That is why they have submitted their programmes to
the professional body for assessment and approval,
that is when we will be able to make a determination
thereafter regarding the type of intervention that we
have to make.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Last one Honourable Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Honourable
Minister, I want to appreciate from you, are you aware
that DDT College of Medicine will have its first graduates
this year and what does that mean to the graduating
students? Who will actually absorb them in the market
place? Will Government absorb such scholars who are
not accredited by their professional body?
Lastly, I want to appreciate from you, are you aware that
the Minister who responded to my past questions noted
that indeed DDT College of Medicine did not have the
capacity to enrol more students? How did your ministry
enrol more students whilst you are aware that they do
not have the capacity and classes?
MR MOLAO: We have actually explained that the
DDT enrolment went down by 60 per cent. I believe that
answered the Honourable Member’s last question of
what we mean by, “went down by 60 per cent”, perhaps
he did not understand it. We said, the programmes
were submitted to the Professional Health Council for
assessment and to make a decision as to whether or
not they will register graduates from the school. As a
Government, we can then follow the decision of Health
Council and make any necessary intervention.

STATUS OF BOTETI BRIGADE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development to apprise this Honourable House
on the status of Boteti Brigade and to state:
(i) programmes offered and intake per programme
during the past three years;
(ii) whether the programmes offered are relevant
considering economic activity around the area;
(iii) if Government would consider including mining
courses at the brigade, how much it would cost
and when it will be done;
(iv) availability of lecturers in the school per course;
and
(v) the amount given to students as living allowance
and if Government would consider building
hostels as it is expensive for students to rent
accommodation given their current living
allowance.
MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
(MR MABEO): Good afternoon Mr Speaker.
(i) Boteti Brigade has been offering the following
programmes in the past three years:Borehole Mechanics
2015 – 16 students
2016 – 13 students
2017 – 17 students
Bricklaying and Plastering
2015 – 0
2016 – 34
2017 – 22 students
Carpentry and Joinery
2015 – 11 students
2016 – 34 students
2017 – 22 students

Hansard No 193

3

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Wednesday 06th February 2019

Certificate in Accounting and Business Studies
2015 – 0
2016 – 0
2017 – 17 students
(ii) The programmes that were offered were deemed
not relevant. Consequently, for 2019 my ministry
has introduced programmes considered relevant to
the economic activity in the area like heavy plant
mechanic, renewable energy, auto mechanics,
auto electrical and building and fabrication.
(iii) The mining related programmes will be offered
in 2019. The costs involved include wages for
temporary lecturers, procurement of equipment,
expansion of infrastructure, which will all cost
around P2, 000,000.00.
(iv) Instructors per programme are allocated as
follows:
Auto Mechanics		
four temporary

-

one

permanent,

Architectural Draughting -

two permanent

Borehole Mechanics		
permanent, three temporary

-

Bricklaying and Plastering -

six permanent

Carpentry and Joinery

-

five permanent

Furniture Design		

-

two permanent

Heavy Plant Mechanic
four temporary

-

one

Painting and Decoration

-

two permanent

f i v e

permanent,

Renewable Energy		
temporary

-

o

n

Welding and Fabrication -

three temporary

e

(v)
The current living allowance per student is
P300.00 only. There are no plans to build hostels due to
budget constraints and my ministry is in the process of
requesting Government to consider increasing students
allowance to match the current challenges faced by the
student. I thank you Mr Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Minister, looking at
the answer that you have just given regarding the issue

4
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of living allowance, as far as you are concerned, is it
not time that you and the Minister of Tertiary Education
assessed whether the living allowance is enough to
meet the needs of the students? You know that we have
been reviewing salaries for officers , are you not going
to have talks with your colleague from the Ministry
responsible for Tertiary education to consider reviewing
the living allowances of all students that you sponsor?
MR MABEO: Mr Speaker, I think in the body of my
response, I did allude to the fact that we are considering
increasing student allowance. I think I will agree with
Dr Butale here that, P300 cannot meet the demands for
the students, hence we believe it is necessary for us to
look into it. Thank you Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: We do not have time Honourable
Members! Honourable Mmolotsi, let it be the last one.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, if you say
that you are considering, you mean that it is possible
that you may increase or you may not. Do you think
you have a choice in this particular case not to increase
given the fact that you have been providing hostel
facilities in many of the schools but nowadays students
stay off campus? Moreover, why did you make it P300?
Do you classify students as destitute because that is the
case with the Destitute Policy?
MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
(MR MABEO): Thank you Mr Speaker. No Honourable
Mmolotsi when we came up with this P300, I think we
should remember where it emanated from. Honourable.
If we remember clearly it was from the HRDC, as a way
of augmenting the student’s living expenses. The most
important aspect is that, we do agree that the living
allowance has to be increased, so we are looking into the
matter. Just recently the students allowances for other
tertiary institutions were increased, so I am hopeful that
we will consider this in the most favourable way.
One other thing that I would like to advice on
Honourable Members regarding this allowance issue
is that, if Government is able to give students living
allowance, then the parents should also contribute.
As I have explained earlier, buildings at brigades are
dilapidated so we are currently trying to refurbish them
and parents should meet us halfway. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
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RESOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT
CONCERNING RELOCATING THE
DEPARTMENT OF MINING AND GEOLOGICAL
ENGINEERING AT THE COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY IN
PALAPYE TO SELEBI PHIKWE
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI-PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Tertiary Education,
Research, Science and Technology whether he is
aware that Parliament adopted a motion requesting
Government to consider relocating the Department of
Mining and Geological Engineering from the College
of Engineering and Technology at the Botswana
International University of Science and Technology
(BIUST) in Palapye to Selebi-Phikwe for the purpose of
establishing the BIUST Selebi-Phikwe Campus on 10th
March, 2017, and if so, to state:
(i) if he is aware of the arrangement of multiple
campuses of universities in other countries and if
he understands the advantages of this arrangement;
(ii) whether or not he appreciates the importance of
the resolution of Parliament; and
(iii) when he intends implementing this resolution.
Later date
CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL STAFF
HOUSES AT GOSHWE JUNIOR SECONDARY
SCHOOL
MR E. J. BATSHU (NKANGE): asked the Minister of
Basic Education when he will construct additional staff
houses at Goshwe Junior Secondary School.
Question withdrawn
MAINTENANCE OF STREET LIGHTS AT
TSHOLOFELO EXTENSION
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development to state:
(i) when the street lights at Tsholofelo Extension will
be maintained to help combat crime in the area;
and
(ii) (ii) progress regarding lights promised for open
spaces in the area.
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ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR AUTLWETSE): Mr Speaker, maintenance of the
street lights at Tsholofelo Extension is ongoing. To date
604 out of the planned 604 LED light fittings have been
installed (393 in Tsholofelo East and 211 in Tsholofelo
West).
The installation of light fittings is complete. The
contractor is currently resuscitating malfunctioning
lights. It is planned that 80 per cent illumination will
be achieved by the 31st March this year. Gaborone
City Council has not planned for the installation of
lights in open spaces at Tsholofelo Extension during
the current financial year (2018/2019), nor the coming
financial year. However, funds permitting, this would
be considered alongside other priorities. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Minister, this issue of street lights which could
have been handled by the council, and is evident that
the council is failing. The whole city is dark including
the Ministers’ residential area. They once informed me
that they need a budget of P6 million to cage the stolen
materials which contain copper. So can you please
assure this House that you will assist them because
council has failed? Can you commit to taking this issue
into your hands now to help our people?
MR AUTLWETSE: I am thankful for the clarification
given by the Honourable Member that side. However
the problem is that council has never come forth to
inform us as the ministry that they are failing so we
thought that they are ongoing as I have just mentioned
that 604 lights are being installed at Tsholofelo as it was
asked in the question. If they have any shortcomings
then we are unaware of them, we have to hear them out
because apparently there are issues they discuss with the
Honourable Member before they can present them to us.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Thank you Minister. Since the council stopped
the contractor from December, January, February due to
the fact that he was involved in a 15-year contract, what
does that mean for that project which was supposed to
be completed in March because there is no activity on
site as we speak? Furthermore Minister, what were
the findings of the audit on this company which we
talked about, which was awarded a 15-year contract to
maintain Gaborone streetlights?
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MR AUTLWETSE: First question Mr Speaker is that
the expectation is that the project will be complete by the
31st March, I already explained that. Second question of
auditing the company , the matter is still on our table.
We have not yet assessed it and made a decision because
you are the one who asked that question, so we ensured
that the matter be addressed. We were discussing it this
morning that the report has just been submitted so we
cannot divulge more information because that would
interfere some serious investigations which are being
carried out. Thank you Mr Speaker.
DAM TOURISM IN AND AROUND DAMS
MR W. B. MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Environment, Natural Resources
Conservation and Tourism:
(i) why dam tourism is not allowed in and around
dams;

obviously to promote sustainable use and therefore the
situation he explains Mr Speaker in Shashe, I am not
aware of, that I am willing to investigate and revert. I
thank you sir.
MR MMOLOTSI: Is the Minister aware that in the
surroundings of Shashe Dam, Batswana had interest in
being given permits to build lodges and other things but
the government has not allowed anyone to do that?
MR MOKAILA: Even in my previous life as the
Minister here, I had not allowed that fairly because of
environmental concerns. You must understand that our
water bodies are for provision of clean drinking water,
which is the priority. Therefore, it is important that
you manage what happens around water bodies that
supply water. That is true and that is why we developed
management plans to guide developments.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.

(ii) why foreigners are not allowed permits to visit
dams and fish for leisure; and

MR SPEAKER: I said it was the last one Honourable
Member.

(iii) why locals are given fishing permits but not
allowed to fish in dams.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION (MR MOLAILA):
Mr Speaker,
(i) tourism is allowed in and around dams and that is
why we were busy doing management plans for
the dams. We have completed management plans
for Letsibogo, Shashe and Thune Dams; these are
aimed at guiding developments around the dams.
(ii) Mr Speaker, foreigners with residence permits are
allowed to visit and fish and locals also with the
proper licenses are allowed to do fishing. I thank
you Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Is the Minister sure
of his answers because at Shashe dam foreigners who
are investors at Francistown are not allowed to catch
fish from the dam during the weekend or any other time?
Furthermore Batswana who are given permits to catch
fish are instructed to only fish at the river and not at
the dam, so are you not aware of such Minister, perhaps
they are making their own instructions?
MR MOKAILA: I am aware that there was a freeze on
fishing and we have been working on guidelines that I
will soon release in terms of how to guide. The idea is

6

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Hansard No 193

MR SPEAKER: I said Honourable Mmolotsi’s was the
last one.
DEMARCATION OF LAND FOR
HORTICULTURAL FIELDS
MR B. M. MOLEBATSI (MOCHUDI EAST): asked
the Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services:
(i) if he will consider demarcating land for
horticultural fields along the eastern and western
sides of the Notwane River up to Dikgatlhong and
alongside Limpopo and Madikwe Rivers in the
Kgatleng area; and
(ii) when he will erect a border fence from Tlokweng
to Sikwane.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Mr Speaker.
(i) I will not consider demarcating land for
horticultural fields along the eastern and western
sides of Notwane River up to Dikgatlhong and
alongside the Limpopo and Madikwe Rivers in
the Kgatleng area because that has been done
already where feasible, notably;
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(a) In the Maphephe area where Kgatleng Land
Board has already planned and demarcated 21
horticultural plots along the Madikwe River,
which is part of an international boundary.
(b) The Notwane River as a physical feature already
traverses different types of existing land uses
including an existing and growing built up area
of Mochudi village. However, where possible and
feasible, the process of changing defined land uses
can be considered to accommodate other desired
land uses, including horticulture.
(iii) I do not intend on constructing a border fence
from Tlokweng to Sikwane border post as it
already exists. The fence was constructed in the
late 1970’s after the finalization of the Botswana/
South Africa boundary treaty, and it is currently
undergoing routine maintenance as per the treaty.
I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MOLEBATSI: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Honourable Minister there is no fence from
Tlokweng to Sikwane. When you look at the land which
we requested you to demarcate for horticultural fields
along the eastern and western sides of the Notwane
River, you will realise that you cannot anyhow ignore
it by saying that there are 21 demarcated plots. That is
too little, we want Kgatleng district to be a horticulture
hub for Botswana because we are not a self-sufficient
country. Thank you.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Member I hear what you are saying that there is no fence
but we are saying, the fence is there perhaps it fell but
there is certainly a fence at the border. We are doing
a routine maintenance. We have covered 12 kilometers
from Tlokweng to Sikwane so far. We expect that by
March this year, the remaining kilometers should be
covered. It is an ongoing activity. If you do not see a
fence by April know that there is a problem. There might
be few plots demarcated for horticulture but what I am
trying to explain is that as the Land Management, Water
and Sanitation Services department at Kgatleng, we do
allocate land to those who ask for it for horticultural
purposes, we are not rejecting their applications. I thank
you Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Last one.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR SEGOKGO: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Minister, you are saying that the fence
maintenance process is ongoing by Tlokweng but I
do not understand where that maintenance is going to
start because when you are by the border to the right;
heading to Ramotswa there is no fence there. We do not
understand what you mean by saying that the fence is
there. Just be honest and announce that there is no fence
Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOIPISI: …(Laughter!)… Thank you Mr
Speaker. Honourable Members, let me explain that
we are talking about Botswana and South African
border. The agreement is that Botswana should do
the maintenance and carry out patrol routes from
Ramatlabama to Sikwane and this covers 95 kilometers.
So far we have…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MOIPISI: So we have covered 66, and it includes
maintenance process from Tlokweng to Sikwane. That
is why I am saying that the fence is there because we are
maintaining it. Some areas are not fenced because we
have not yet reached them.
MR RANTUANA: What should we do when the
Minister is not telling the truth?
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Rantuana sit down. I
called Honourable Lelatisitswe.
MR RANTUANA: Mr Speaker what should we do if
the Minister is not telling the truth?
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order. Sit down.
WATER STATUS IN MMATSHUMO VILLAGE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services to apprise this Honourable House on the water
status in Mmatshumo village and if he is aware that it
was once confirmed that the water in the village is not
safe for the elderly, sickly and infants; and if so, to state:
(i) how much will it cost the Government to connect
Mmatshumo to the treatment plant that will be
built at Nthane Farms through the World Bank
Loan;
(ii) the distance between Mmatshumo and the
treatment plant site;
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(iii) whether the borehole around the Nthane area has a
capacity to supply Mmatshumo, Mosu, Mokubilo,
Makgaba and Mmea villages; and
(iv) when this initiative to connect Mmatshumo to the
Nthane Plant will be implemented.
Later Date.
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT BY BANKS IN
BOTSWANA
MR M. R. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Finance and Economic
Development to state:
(i) the number of staff members that have been sent
for further studies at Masters level/ specialisation
by the following banks in the past five (5) years:
(a) First National Bank Botswana (FNBB);
(b) Barclays Bank Botswana;
(c) Stanbic Bank;
(d) Bank Gaborone;
(e) First Capital Bank;
(f) Standard Chartered Bank Botswana;
(g) Bank of Baroda;
(h) Botswana Savings Bank (BSB);
(ii) if none; state reasons why banks are not taking
part in human development in this country; and
(iii) whether the banks will reimburse employees that
have already paid for their self-development.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, there is
too much noise. I cannot even hear when people are
debating. When the answer is too long speak…
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT (MR MATAMBO): No sir, it is not
long.
MR SPEAKER: Alright, proceed.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MATAMBO: …(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR MATAMBO:
(i) Mr Speaker, the number of staff members of
Commercial Banks sponsored for Master’s
Degrees in the past five years is as follows; First
National Bank of Botswana Limited sponsored
19 staff members, Barclays Bank of Botswana
Limited sponsored four, and Bank Gaborone
sponsored three. Mr Speaker, notwithstanding
the relatively low numbers sponsored or none in
the majority of cases over the stated period, most
banks offer study loans and in some instances
offers interest free loans for purposes of selfdevelopment to their staff.
(ii) Mr Speaker, most of the training programmes and
expenditure by banks are aimed at developing
specific skills related to the operations in which
the staff is involved such as banking, credit, risk
management, and treasury operations as well
as leadership or behavioral skills as opposed to
academic qualifications. This, I wish to indicate,
helps increase the poll of technical skills needed
for on the job performance.
(iii) Mr Speaker, I am happy to confirm most of the
banks do reinvest their employees upon successful
completion of their study programmes, including
studies up to the level of Master’s Degrees. I thank
you very much.
MR REATILE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr Speaker.
We thank the Honourable Minister for his answer. If
the Bank has decided to sponsor 26 people for further
studies in the past five years, are you satisfied with how
they are empowering Batswana to participate in the
growth of the economy of Batswana?
MR MATAMBO: Thank you very much Mr Speaker,
thank you Honourable Member. I agree with you that 26
staff members have been sponsored for Master’s Degree
over five years, this may appear to be a small number but
nevertheless, bear in mind that it is at Master’s Degrees.
I think that is still an achievement. I have indicated that
the banks do not stop at sending people to do Masters
at universities, but they also spend money on training
on courses that are directly relevant to the duties of the
staff as of today. I can confirm that in that regard, they
have spent quite a sizable amount of money. I have
mentioned the areas of the bank operations where the
staff do work. I would say that yes, maybe they could
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have trained more than 26 in terms of Master’s Degree,
but I think they are also doing something on the job
training as I have indicated. I thank you very much Mr
Speaker.
STUDENTS’ PROTECTION FROM
INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING BY BOTSWANA
QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY (BQA)
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Tertiary Education Research, Science
and Technology to state whether Botswana Qualification
Authority (BQA) has powers in ensuring students’
protection from institutions of learning; and if so,
(i) what has BQA done so far in protecting DDT
College of Medicine students who were unfairly
awarded fail and discontinue on 31st May 2018;
and
(ii) if BQA is efficient in performing those duties.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Molao, time is not on our
side.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Mr Speaker, they
have made me confused as to which question I am
supposed to answer.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Molao, we are left with
four minutes but we still have other questions. Please
be serious.
MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, I am not aware that the
learning programmes offered at Gaborone Institute of
Professional Studies…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR MOLAO: Sorry Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, the
Government through the Botswana Qualifications
Authority Act 2013, established the Botswana
Qualifications Authority which is responsible for….
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: That is not the one.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Order Honourable Members!
Honourable Molao, you are supposed to respond to
question 240.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR MOLAO: Yes, that is the one I am addressing.
MR SPEAKER: What is happening now?
MR MOLAO: Everybody is saying I am addressing a
wrong one. I do not know what they are talking about.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR SPEAKER: Ignore those who are talking and
proceed with your response.
MR MOLAO: I sat down so that they can keep quiet
and listen. Mr Speaker, I have already said, in line with
this the Authority registers and accredits Education
and Training Providers (ETPs), as well as accrediting
learning programmes. The quality assurance system is
established to ensure that learners are offered quality
programmes and are treated in a manner that protects
their interests. To this end, the ETPs submit their policies
to the Authority and share them with the learners. Mr
Speaker, DDT is duly registered and accredited ETP and
offers Bachelor of…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: That is not the correct
one.
MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, let me…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: They have mixed up
papers.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Molao!
MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, this meant that the learning
programme could be offered and the learners would
graduate with a qualification that was recognised.
In terms of the old system, the ETP could apply for
accreditation after offering the learning programme for
at least one academic year.
Mr Speaker, BQA started the implementation of the
new regulations in January 2017, and could therefore
not accept any learning programme for accreditation
under the old system. ETPs are expected to submit all
their learning programmes for accreditation under the
new system.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Molao, are you really
answering the question which was asked? Order!
Honourable Molao, go and correct that answer, you will
come back ready tomorrow to answer it. Let us continue.
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Order! Honourable Members, Honourable Salakae and
Honourable Kebonang’s questions will be addressed
tomorrow. Question time is over.
MR BILLY: On a point of order. I want to understand
what happened to my question? Why is the Minister not
responding to my question?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: He even responded to
a wrong one.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Billy, maybe you were
not listening to me. I said that he should go prepare
himself and the answer, he will respond tomorrow.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled.

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR BOKO):
Thank you very much. Let me extend my warm
greetings and regards to all Members of Parliament and
recognise each one of them individually and personally.
I appreciate you all and wish you well in this year of
elections. I trust that we will all conduct clean and fair
campaigns that respect and uphold each other’s dignity.
Let me gratefully acknowledge you Mr Speaker, for the
sterling work that you do, to keep this House in Order
and moderate the temperaments of its members.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 32 OF 2017:
SECURITIES (PERSONS OPERATING A
SECURITIES INFRASTRUCTURE BUSINESS)
REGULATIONS, 2017

I spoke with the Speaker on Monday and she indicated
to me that that she had been unwell, but assured me that
she was on the mend, although she is still undergoing
treatment. I wish her a speedy recovery.

(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)

I salute my Comrades, on my side of the aisle and
thank them for their abiding faith and confidence in me.
I assure them that I am as staunch and committed to
our cause as I have always been. I also assure them that
we are poised to mount a world class campaign in the
coming elections and I have not the slightest doubt in
my mind that we will emerge victorious.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 35
OF 2017: SECURITIES ACT (DATE OF
COMMENCEMENT) ORDER, 2017
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 80 OF 2018:
NON-BANK FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
REGULATORY AUTHORITY (TRIBUNAL)
REGULATIONS, 2018
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)
BILL

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL,
2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members. We
are resuming our debate on the Appropriation Bill
(2019/2020). Let me remind you that, the first to
respond will be the Leader of Opposition who will
be allocated 60 minutes, followed by the Leader of
Minority Opposition, who will be allocated 40 minutes
to respond, Honourable Members of Parliament you
will have 27 minutes. We will then give the Minister
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responsible 80 minutes to respond. As I have already
mentioned, the first to respond as per Standing Order
9.3.4 is the Leader of opposition Honourable Duma
Boko, the floor is yours Honourable Member. You have
an hour.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…
MR BOKO: I extend my love and warmest regards to
the people of this country for their patience, resilience
and indeed their tolerance. I received overwhelming
outpourings of love, encouragement and support
from thousands of our citizens over the last few days,
sparked off and reacting to the encounter I had with the
tax authorities recently. I am humbled by your love. I
encourage the tax and other authorities to do their work
without any fear or favour and to ensure that they do not
lend themselves to undue dictation and manipulation
in the execution of their mandates. I welcome any
engagement with them.
I also note the corrosive skepticism our people have for
many of the institutions of the State. It is a result of their
lack of credibility and the selective manner in which
they do their work. We urge that they be assisted to act
professionally and regain the trust of the people. The
President can greatly assist this effort by reversing the
administrative fiats that resulted in the DCEC, DIS and
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other such organs being housed in and overseen directly
from the Office of the President. This is something he
can achieve by the stroke of his Presidential pen. We ask
him kindly to do so urgently.

Singing to himself

I take the approach I will take to the Budget, in critical
part, so I can humanise the discourse and rescue it from
the arid abstraction in which the Minister of Finance
and Economic Development has cast it. I want us to
appreciate that the budget, for us in the Umbrella for
Democratic Change, is about people; real people,
everyday people who survive at the margins of our
economy. It is about families, housed in overcrowded
and unsanitary accommodation and expected there to
raise their children, love each other and pretend to be
happy. It is about school children attending schools that
still use pit latrines in this day and age and still do not
have the most rudimentary of facilities in their schools
like chairs, laboratories and laboratory equipment.
Children do not have books. The Budget is about human
beings, creatures of flesh and blood who must live decent
and fulfilled lives. The Budget must speak to them and
speak a language of their redemption from poverty and
deprivation. As I listened to the Budget I kept hoping for
the much-desired thunderclap that would strike at the
core of what ails our country and troubles our people.

Or to Elmina

I kept hoping that we would be treated to some
programmatic indication of how the economy would be
grown and jobs created. I found myself interjecting to
ask, “how many jobs, in how long”? These questions
went whimpering off without so much as any serious
attempt at answers. I was profoundly disappointed.
I remember when I was growing up and a Form one
student at Madiba Secondary School in Mahalapye,
watching a riveting performance of a play written by
one AMA Ata Aidoo, called “The Dilemma of a Ghost”.
In Act three, a little boy and girl play a game. It is called
“The Ghost”. I remember watching them jump and
dance around the stage singing; this is what they sang:
“One early morning
When the moon was up
Shining as the sun,
I went to Elmina Junction
And there and there,
I saw a wretched ghost
Going up and down

‘Shall I go
To Cape Coast

I don’t know
I can’t tell
I don’t know
I can’t tell.”
That wretched ghost seems to me to be the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) and its Government, transfixed,
dazed and confused; dithering between the horns of a
dilemma and unable to find a way out.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)...
MR BOKO: We are indeed at the Elmina Junction in
a manner of speaking. We have come to the fork in the
road. As this road bifurcates, we see two contenders, the
Umbrella for Democratic Change, and the Botswana
Democratic Party. Shall we go with the one or the other?
I can tell, and I will tell. The BDP is mud wrestling on
the question; shall they go with their current President
or make a break and go with the first ever female
contender for the Presidency? They cannot tell, they do
not know! For the nation the question is this; shall we
continue supporting and sponsoring corruption with our
votes, by retaining the BDP in power or shall we choose
opportunity for all and begin a revolution for the masses
of our people? Shall we tolerate the BDP and let our
country sink deeper into poverty and deprivation due to
the greed and corruption of the few or shall we step up,
raise our hands and be the change we want? Shall we
keep this wretched ghost that is the BDP or shall we cast
our vote for change and give our country the greatness
it deserves? The BDP has had its chances, it blew them!
If there is any loud and clear message the revelations
of the last two or so years communicate, especially the
lifting of the veil on state capture and corruption it is
this; “Dear Motswana, you are on your own.”
If there is anything that stands out as a virtue of this
budget speech, it is its length. It is relatively short
compared to previous ones. It is not a people’s budget. It
is remarkable for its aloof detachment and the distance
it keeps from the people. It is a budget about the macro
economy, not the people.
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People cry out for jobs and relief from deprivation. They
worry about the deteriorating safety of their persons and
their properties. They stress about failing, unresponsive
and unaccountable institutions of governance and
service delivery. They suffer under the bureaucratized
and standardized provision of low quality goods and
services by the apparatus of the State. They worry about
an education system that has condemned too large a
proportion of a whole generation; their children, to a
future of woefully unfulfilled potential and aspirations;
an education system sounding only in diplomas and
degrees that are not even worth the paper they are
printed on.
Our people yearn for access to economic opportunities
and productive resources, so that they may lift
themselves by their bootstraps. They find themselves
faced with a system rigged against them and configured
to deliver riches to the political elites, their friends
and partners in business, who have captured the state
and re-purposed it as an instrument of accumulation
for themselves. Batswana want peace, social stability
and social justice, but are confronted by a system that
produces inequality along distinct racial and political
lines. If there was ever a recipe for future instability, this
is it. There is nothing natural or inevitable about it. It is a
product of the policies and conduct of this Government.
An economic and governance system that concentrates
wealth in the hands of a particular demographic, to the
exclusion of the dominant majority is not sustainable.
However, much rhetoric about Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) the Minister may present. We must state
these uncomfortable and often indigestible truths for
nation building. Social justice and inclusive prosperity
demand that we do. Per chance we may prick the
consciences of our leaders.
Labour demands a living wage Minister Mabeo, not
a miserly embarrassing 10 per cent or 6 per cent that
is unanchored on any reality, at least not on the lived
reality of our people. It cannot be right that workers toil
for eight hours a day and can still not afford the basics
for survival. It is not just and equitable for teachers,
nurses, soldiers, policemen and women and many other
cadres to work more than the legally defined quantum of
overtime, and be paid a commuted allowance of only 15
per cent of their basic salary, when the employer knows
that this is a tiny fraction of their effort. We call for full
pay for overtime. And please, give them the tools they
need to do their work; respect the standards necessary
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for them to be productive in their professions. We call
for world standard teacher-student ratios, nurse, doctorpatient ratios and suchlike. Give our professionals
clear career and progression paths, and invest in their
continuous professional development.
We are on a course to be excluded from the benefits of
the Fourth Industrial Revolution because of an education
system that has given us a human resource base that
is ill equipped to position to claim our share of the
benefits of globalization 4.0, as well as underinvestment
in connectivity. Your Government, Minister, has
shown itself to be lacking in both ambition and policy
innovation. Consequently, our economy is trapped in
low productivity, competitiveness and growth, and it is
failing to meet the needs of its stakeholders.
In the midst of all these problems, and with the economy
forecast to grow at 4.5, 4.2 and 4.8 per cent in 2018,
2019 and 2020, respectively, which we all agree is
insufficient to address our problems of unemployment
and poverty, the Government’s concern is just
“continued expenditure control”. The Minister says,
“The implication of the projected growth in the domestic
economy is that less revenues will be realized, calling
for continued expenditure control in order to ensure that
the country remains on a path of fiscal sustainability in
the medium term.” What an illiterate and incompetent
interpretation! I am minded to borrow the words of a
concerned and “pissed off” citizen, one of the many
venting their frustration with this budget to demonstrate
just how flawed your policy is, Minister. This is what
she said and I quote…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Boko, as you quote her,
where did she write that?
MR BOKO: On social media. “I am so pissed off at
this budget. What makes me more pissed off is that the
public, all the analysts and politicians believe that the
economy operates like a household budget. Point is,
Botswana is not broke. There is no debt crisis. There is
GDP growth and employment crisis.”
I would rather we have an A-grade rating for sovereign
debt, one of the best, if not the best in Africa, so long
as we are creative and select risk competently; we have
considerable room to borrow, create jobs and expand
our economy.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker.
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Leader of the
House, let us observe Standing Order 53.4; let him
finish his debate. Honourable Boko, proceed.
MR BOKO: Indeed, we have growth and job crises.
These crises coexist with considerable fiscal space,
which, with a little inventiveness, we can expand
significantly. Yet with the economy mired in a state of
low growth and high unemployment, all of which point
to weak demand, our Minister of Finance and Economic
Development and his Government urge fiscal austerity.
Basic macroeconomics suggests that an economy in the
state ours is in, requires fiscal expansion, not austerity!
To paraphrase United States of America (USA)
economist Stephanie Kelton, a market economy runs
on sales. Let me allow her speak and make the point
at this juncture: “In survey after survey, we find that
the number one reason businesses are slow to hire and
invest in new plant and equipment, is a lack of demand
for the things they produce. Businesses hire and invest
when they are swamped with customers.”
If the managers of our economy paid sufficient attention
to the micro economy, the old age pension would have
taught them something about the power of spending.
Quite apart from putting disposable income at the
command of our senior citizens, the old age pension,
as modest as it is, injects appreciable spending into
local economies. The post offices at which our old folk
collect their pensions are centres of economic activity
on pensioners’ paydays. They have impact not only
on household welfare but also on the local economy.
That is the reason an Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC) Government will raise the old age pension to
P1500.00 per month and raise the minimum wage to a
living wage or decent wage of P3000.00 a month. We
welcome debate on the merits of these proposals.
The origins of our fiscal deficits are traced to slow
economic growth and a slow pace of economic
diversification and transformation. In essence, the
deficits are structural. They are results of years of failure
to transform the economy, broaden the economic base,
give impetus to growth and expand and diversify the tax
base. The mode of fiscal adjustment we need to address
the deficit is not to starve the economy of spending. This
will slow down growth and drive the economy further
into deficits. We should instead focus on structural
transformation and accelerated growth. In this regard I
suggest several things:

(i) First, we must abandon blind obsession with
macroeconomic indicators. This is not a call for
fiscal recklessness. In fact, it is a call for judicious
use of the levers we have to manage our economy.
Ill-advised fiscal austerity may earn us plaudits in
the short term for respecting our deficit threshold
of 4 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
but it will also earn us opprobrium at home for
failing to create decent jobs.
(ii) Second, we must knuckle down to the tough work
of improving the economy’s performance at the
household and firm or small businesses level and
look closely at our indicators of microeconomic
success, where our real development challenges
are most manifest.
If we do what I have suggested, we will see. If you
focus, you will see that:
(a) Many households have gained little from our
stellar macroeconomic performance. They subsist
on low incomes or welfare support. That is why
we have a poverty national headcount rate of 16.3
per cent;
(b) Thousands of youths who are unemployed and
unemployable because of poor education. Far
too many of them will become parents who have
never worked. They are doomed, together with
their children, to lives of poverty and deprivation.
You will see if you probe further.
(c) An estimated 149 000 individuals who want to
work but cannot find a job, many of them young
people, an increasing proportion of whom have
college diplomas and degrees. These are the
men and women who constitute the country’s
unemployment rate of 17.7 per cent. A significant
number comprising those who have given up
all hope of ever getting a job raises the rate of
joblessness from the 17.7 per cent to 30 per cent.
(d) Thousands of citizen owned firms struggling
in a poor enterprise ecosystem of asphyxiating
regulation and competition with the politicians
and civil servants who have no qualms about
being players and referees at the same time. We
have said before that politicians and civil servants
should not do business with the Government and
that it is better to pay civil servants well than to
underpay them and expect them to supplement
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their incomes from engagements in business. The
risks of conflict of interest and insider trading are
too high. We urge the Government to hasten the
development of laws on declaration of assets,
conflicts of interest and insider trading to arm the
Government to reign in corruption.
(e) Botswana is sliding down the business and global
competitiveness ratings. Between 2017 and 2018,
Botswana dropped nine places in the Doing
Business rankings from the 71st in the world to
the 81st. In Africa, Botswana ranks fifth behind
Mauritius, Rwanda, Morocco and Kenya. This
is the loud verdict on the efficacy of Botswana’s
doing business reforms. They are ineffectual and
uncompetitive. On the Global Competitiveness
Index, Botswana has slid down the rankings from
85th in the world in the 2018 rankings to 90th in
2019.
These indicators and others that I have not listed, more
accurately reflect the failure of economic transformation
in Botswana.
Mr Speaker, the Minister has given this House an
indication of what his Government is doing to develop
the private sector, diversify the economy, accelerate
economic growth and create jobs. He spoke of Public
Private Partnerships (PPPs), the privatization of StateOwned Enterprises (SOEs) and reform of the business
environment. Whilst the private sector is indeed
growing, there is little to suggest that its growth is
impacted by the initiatives the Minister outlines. PPPs
have been mired in confusion since the PPP partnership
was developed in 2009. There are no results to show for
PPPs.
In more than 20 years since the Public Enterprise
Evaluation and Privatisation Agency (PEEPA) was
established, Botswana has had only one privatization
transaction; Botswana Telecommunications Limited
(BTCL). PEEPA has been a monumental failure, not
least because it has been frustrated by the Government
itself through undue meddling in the affairs of SOEs.
Botswana has upward of 50 SOEs/parastatals, an
overwhelming majority of which have no business cases
to stand on. The National Development Bank (NDB)
is an example. The Local Enterprise Authority (LEA)
should not coexist with the Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA) to serve a population as
small as ours. Why on earth would a serious Government
burden a population of just over two million with over
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50 SOEs, a majority of which are expensive parasites
that pay relatively good salaries but deliver no value for
money? Privatization has not helped the course of the
private sector development. We do however, welcome
the privatization of the Botswana Building Society
(BBS). We are, however, perplexed by the proposed
restructuring of the National Development Bank and
we contend that NDB has no business case to stand on.
Consideration should be given to merging it with other
entities, BBS, or a restructured Botswana Savings Bank
(BSB).
Notwithstanding the manifest failure of privatization, the
Government continues to create SOEs whose mandates
overlap significantly with those of existing SOEs.
For instance, the Special Economic Zones Authority
(SEZA) is an example. Its functions could easily have
been carried out by the Botswana Investment and Trade
Centre (BITC) without altering its mandate.
Reforms of the business environment have failed to keep
pace with those of our competitors, hence our slide down
both the doing business and global competitiveness
rankings. The rhetoric on doing business reforms simply
runs far ahead of execution, which this Government
is very poor at. Furthermore, I am surprised that the
Minister has said absolutely nothing about public sector
reform as an essential element strategy for improving the
business environment. Yet, it is Government inefficiency
that has been identified as a serious constraint on
competitiveness. In saying this, I am conscious of the
reality that this Government has failed to effect public
sector reforms over the last two or three decades. It is
nevertheless critical that Botswana does it and gets it
right if it is to prosper.
We need an efficient and effective public service to
provide the public goods the economy needs to compete
and to provide services effectively to the people. In
this regard, there is an urgent need to address the basic
issues that have seen public sector reform fail in the first
instance. These include:
(i) Supplanting the culture of nepotism, patronage
and corruption that pervades the Government,
from the political executive down to the public
service. We need to identify and deploy the best
we can find to decision making positions if we are
to achieve our aspirations. We will not succeed in
that unless we shift decisively towards becoming
a meritocracy.
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(ii) Putting in places robust systems for accountability
for results as well as resources. I am afraid
the National Strategy Office (NSO) and the
Government
Implementation
Coordination
Agency (GICO) are yet another set of expensive
institutional responses that have dismally failed.
They have had no impact on the performance of
the public service. There is still no accountability
for results. That is the reason the Minister is
failing to account in a logical and consistent
manner for what his Government has achieved to
date, especially impact on people’s lives. We are
instead treated to yet another round of promises?
Why should we believe you this time?
(iii) Freeing oversight and accountability institutions
to perform their roles unconstrained by either
the desires of the Executive, weak mandates or
lack of capacity. The Directorate on Corruption
and Economic Crime (DCEC), the Ombudsman,
the Auditor General and the Directorate of
Public Prosecutions (DPP) must account not
to the Executive but to Parliament. They must
all be adequately resourced to execute their
mandates. Only then can we make the transition
to effective rule of law, equality before the law
and accountability. It is strange that the country is
reeling from revelations of looting on an industrial
scale but the custodian of public resources is silent
on the need for governance reforms towards more
effective protection of public resources.
(iv) Restructuring the public sector and public sector
pay and conditions of service to provide adequate
incentives for civil servants to excel and to
transform the public sector into an efficient and
effective platform for building a dynamic and
competitive economy. The Government has
received a report that we gather demonstrates
what we have always known, namely, that
public servants are underpaid, demoralised and
demotivated. It has had it for almost a year now.
Public sector restructuring is urgent. There is need
for both change management and a restructuring of
the public sector salary structure. The Government
must urgently engage all stakeholders, especially
public sector unions and Parliament, and take
urgent action on the report here referenced and the
baseline we have said, if you take our baseline
of living wage of P3 000 and you apply it to the
lowest notch, the entry point of the A3 Scale and

you apply what Human Resource Management
(HRM) practitioners known as the internal
relativities of a salary structure or a pay structure
you will then see the quantum of increment in
each category going all the way up to the D scale,
we suggest. These internal relativities must be
constructed on a baseline of P3 000 minimum.
(v) Decentralising decision development management
to local authorities. What we have called in
our Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
approach, the subsidiarity principle, devolution
of power and authority, decision making and
efficiency to those in the front end who interact
on a daily basis with the people who must receive
and enjoy the services. The relationship between
the central Government and local authorities
is inappropriate and inefficient. Essentially,
our local authorities exist as agents of central
Government. They have little space to assess
their development challenges, develop solutions,
prioritise and pursue the priorities that they deem
most appropriate for themselves. We advise the
Government to free local authorities to think for
themselves and develop solutions to suit their
unique challenges. Decentralisation will not
only democratise development management and
the economy but will enhance responsiveness,
accountability and innovation in development.
As the UDC, we see empowered developmental
local Government as a central player in building
confident, empowered and resilient communities
that are able to define their own paths to prosperity
and to withstand shocks. In this regard, we must
invest in strengthening the capacity of local
authorities to manage development.
OUR JOB CREATION APPROACH
Mr Speaker, I have spoken consistently about the UDC’s
determination to accord Botswana workers a living
wage of P3 000 per month and to create 100 000 jobs in
the first 365 days of the UDC Government…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…
MR BOKO: We have also committed ourselves to an
old age pension of P1 500 per month.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
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MR BOKO: I will get to the haa! Tarry a little. Relax!
I will get to the haa! Our manifesto for 2019 which is
going to bury your Government will detail with this
studious minuteness how we are going to do it. We did
not make these pledges of P3 000 per month, a 100
000 jobs in 12 months and P1 500 per month Old Age
Pension lightly. We will demonstrate as I say in our
election manifesto just how viable these targets are.
The living wage is an essential, ethical and economic
imperative of our time. It will serve as the platform
for a competitive remuneration structure for public
and private institutions alike. We are the fourth richest
country in Africa on the basis of per capita Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Several African countries
including Mauritius, Gabon, Algeria and South Africa,
all have minimum wages that are two-three times our
current minimum wage. Yet these minimum wages
have not ruined their economies as you have been
made to fear. They have not ruined their economies.
We want to build an economy that meets the needs of
its stakeholders reasonably well. In our view that is an
efficient and competitive high wage economy.
We will create 100 000 jobs in the first 365 days of a
UDC Government. We will provide details as I say in our
2019-election manifesto. Amongst others, we will show
that common sense regulatory reforms can accelerate
investment and growth in the Small and MicroEnterprises (SME) sector. We will pursue opportunities
presented by infrastructure development. In doing so,
we will always “think small” in everything we do.
Thinking small in this case means finding viable ways
to involve SMEs in any of our projects, whether small
or large if there is need for unbundling, unbundle these
projects and when you unbundle, locate the indigenous
Motswana, empower that indigenous Motswana and
ensure their meaningful participation in these projects.
These are the first few steps in the direction of 100 000.
Now, I get to the critical matter that my right Honourable
gentleman, the Member of Parliament for Mochudi East
raises so potently which I raised here too much scornful
derision and ridicule by the ignorant. I talked of medical
marijuana and industrial hemp.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR BOKO: I got ridiculed by yourselves. Some of you
went on radio singing from roof tops proclaiming how
this was unworkable. Let me school you in the art of
job creation and I use as my focal point, my pith and
substance; industrial hemp.

16

Hansard No 193

We will pursue frontier industries. When I told people
that hemp could contribute significantly to job creation,
I got ridiculed. Canada is receiving multi-billion dollar
investments in industrial hemp that it will in part
export to the US. The industrialised world is taking
advantage of the possibilities presented by hemp. Even
our neighbours within Southern African Development
Community (SADC) see the opportunities that you failed
so miserably to see when I shoved them into your eyes,
poked you with them when I did so respectfully giving
you a way out of present predicament. You refused, you
failed to see this breakthrough that I was giving to you.
Let me focus on just hemp and demonstrate the massive
job creation opportunities it offers. Hemp is a source of
food for both humans and pets.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR BOKO: You know this, tell your President and
Minister of Finance and Economic Development. It is
used to produce body oils and lotions as well as many
other oil based products. It is used in the manufacture
of clothing such as jeans and sports clothing. Plastic
products made from hemp are generally biodegradable,
making them environment friendly Honourable Batshu.
I see you are looking at me intently, now you believe
me, now you like me because I raise these pertinent
issues for the benefit of our nation.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR BOKO: Let me tell you more, hemp is an
agricultural crop that thrives in many environments.
Hemp offers a yield of about P13.37 per plant and up
to 12 500 000 plants per 5 000 acres’ piece of land.
That gives us P 167 125 000 per 5 000 acres. Hemp
growers employ about 10 000 people to maintain a 10
000-hectare farm. Hemp because of its strong and deep
roots, is able to go deep and find water even in the most
arid of circumstances. I answer your concern, I put it to
rest and silence you eternally.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR BOKO: The result is the creation of a minimum
of 12 000 jobs just from this scale of hemp farming.
How many hectares do we have across the breadth and
dimensions of our country? Multiply the 12 000 jobs
per 10 000 hectors by the number of ten hectare plots
that you will get across Botswana and you will see
that the figure of 100 000 jobs that I have put down,
is in fact a very modest, almost very conservative
estimate. The Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
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Government will create more than that, but we commit
ourselves clearly, openly and transparently, firmly and
with conviction to the creation of a minimum, 100 000
jobs. Give us a timeline, 12 months, where is yours?
Those who talk about smoking it are in fact displaying
another dimension of ignorance. It does not have any
hallucinogens; it does not make you high. If we find you
in a hemp farm and we find you high, we will not even
remotely suspect you are high on hemp, you will be high
on whatever it is that you are high on, not hemp. I have
given you one approach that can yield the 100 000 jobs
in an instant, but we have more. We have a sleuth of
interventions that will generate jobs, decent jobs and
bring huge returns. I have demonstrated to you this and
I was only dealing with the hemp dimension, not the
medical marijuana aspect which some of you suffer
from migraines here, I can always see. You suffer from
migraines because of your inequities or whatever else
but let me give you a quick cure. The tablets produced
from cannabis will take care of those migraines and cure
you in the shortest possible time. We could make them
here, you know. We could manufacture, we could grow
hemp and teach our people that it is more profitable not
to smoke this thing. It is more profitable to use it for
these purposes and if they understand this medical use,
none of them will smoke it and waste it because they
will know what value it brings.
You are struggling with job creation; you know why?
Because you are not disruptive in your thinking,
our country needs disruptive thinking, disruptive
technologies and imagination. That aspect of the mind
that is neither modular nor formulike, that has the potential
for moving forward by rejecting its suppositions and
presuppositions, that is imagination. That has the ability
to combine everything with everything else in order to
move a country like Botswana to levels of greatness that
will astonish its neighbours and competitors. We cry
out for a leadership that is strategic and disruptive in
its thinking, that is what the Umbrella for Democratic
Change offers you and offers you in abundance.
I will also outline in our manifesto, a myriad shovelled
ready, I mean ready to implement programmes that will
generate real decent jobs and address the lock jam that
we are facing in our economy. You could try some of
these because you are not inventive. Let me give you
quick whims which you can implement between now
and October when we remove you; increase employment
of schoolteachers, you know why you are nodding my
friend, Master Goya? This is because Finland which has

the best education, smaller class sizes than we have in
this country by far, but each of those classes is attended
by three teachers. When they were asked, “what is the
failure rate in Finland,” you know what the answers
was, “it is impossible for these kids to fail because they
are well taught.” You are announcing three teachers,
start by announcing chairs, how many chairs are you
acquiring for the children? The Minister is announcing
three teachers, but there are no chairs for the children to
sit on, much less the teachers. Employ more teachers,
employ more health care service providers, to manage
the doctor/patient or nurse/patient ratios.
Increase the number of police to improve visibility
and take the approach of the Netherlands where they
do visible policing. The outcome of which is that they
are closing many of their detention facilities because
they have no inmates. We will not lock you up, we will
rehabilitate you when we take over.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR BOKO: We will treat you humanely, we will
respect and uphold your fundamental rights but we will
hold you to account. We will give you time to return
your ill-gotten wealth, return it to the fiscals, and when
you do in some sort of truth and reconciliation platform,
we will then let you go. If you do not disclose, then you
are in for it. We have taken you to the River Jordan,
where before you cross it you will have to confess your
sins. They say when you cross this river even if you
had unpardonable sins, red sins, as red as the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) uniform, God shall forgive
you. Who are we not to forgive if God is capable of
forgiving those who have sinned. If you can just confess
all your sins, we surely are going to forgive you. You
should recompense the national assets and you shall be
forgiven. So, this is what we say, you need to account;
budget is about accounting; it is about accountability. It
is about people. This is what we are talking about.
Our Ministry of Agriculture will remove and eliminate
all rent-seeking licencing requirements for import
of agricultural goods to encourage Small, Medium
and Micro-Sized Enterprises (SMMEs). This is not
to discourage locally produced goods, but to support
SMME’s especially those involved in import and sales
of vegetables.
The UDC Government will ensure that at least 25 per
cent of Government procurement spending will be
allocated to goods and services from SMMEs; at least
25 per cent, we commit to this.
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Botswana Unified Revenue Service (BURS) should
support the domestic producers by addressing illegal
imports, smuggling and invoice fraud. This will call for
building capacity at BURS, and this will create jobs for
young people.
The charcoal outline I have presented gives you a clear
indication, very basic, very understandable, stated in
very simple human terms of the viability of our job
creation approaches and strategy, and it must also show
you that the target of 100 000 jobs in 12 months is a
realistic and attainable one.
I am about to close, and so I close off on a note that
re-states our much vaunted position as the Umbrella
for Democratic Change: this country is in dire need of
a totally new and imaginative breed of leaders. I have
called these types of leaders the intellectual insurgents.
We need more such leaders if we are to achieve the
ideals of revolutionising our economy and every aspect
of our lives. Mark the word I used “revolutionising” not
reform, not some apologetic baby steps, no revolution.
This is my parting shot, we need a revolution, and I
adopt as my own the definition of revolution given
by that leftist scholar, Perry Anderson. He defines
a revolution as “an episode of convulsive political
transformation, compressed in time and concentrated in
target, convulsive, radical political transformation that
is time bound, that has a time frame, you cannot run
forever, and that has a determinate target, we need to
know what we want to achieve. We say our revolution
will bring 100 000 jobs in 365 days, it will bring living
wage of P3 000 per month for the lowest paid across, it
will bring and Old Age Pension of P1 500 per month, it
will enable us to develop this economy and ensure that
our people own the economy. I am talking here about
the black, the indigenous Motswana. Understand me
very clearly and I am unapologetic on this, I want to
find and locate the indigenous Motswana in this scheme
of things, and that is why the Umbrella for Democratic
Change will be pushing before Parliament is dissolved,
an Act of Parliament, we will table it here, pushing for
indigenous economic empowerment, not policy, but
law; so that we can wrestle the economy from those who
have a strangle hold on it, and put it back in the hands of
the indigenous Motswana. This is what will guarantee
our sovereignty. You cannot be a sovereign state if you
do not control your economy; and we do not control this
economy. You BDP do not control this economy, this
economy is controlled by foreigners. I do not want to
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mention their races and their countries of origin, but we
know them, those who have you in their back pockets,
those who sponsor you and give you fleets of motor
vehicles to go and campaign so that when you come
back you can retire the entire Government fleet and go
and purchase new ones for yourselves to the exclusion
of the Leader of the Opposition and then claim we ran
out of money. My goodness! This is what we are talking
about, those people who actually are in control of the
economy. We want Batswana to control the economy
of their country. So, I maintain that our country needs
a revolution, and the coming elections in October will
deliver this revolution. I have absolutely no doubt about
it, and those of you who are in doubt, give us just a
few weeks and months, we will smoke you out, and we
will demonstrate that this country can be great. We will
ensure it reaches its levels of greatness.
Mr Speaker, it remains for me to thank you for your
indulgence, and it remains for me to thank my good
friends, lacking as they are in imagination at last on
the side of the Botswana Democratic Party, thank them
for the pleasure of their company this afternoon and
the privilege of their attention. I have made copies of
my response to be shared generously and openly and
transparently with them so that they can engage on
issues not pettiness. Thank you very much, I rest.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause!) …
MR SPEAKER: Thank you very much Honourable
Boko.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT
AND
CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT (MR MAKGALEMELE): I thank
you Mr Speaker, I stand to comment on the Budget
Speech that was delivered by the Minister of Finance…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Makgalemele,
hold it right there, press you may now go, your work
ends here. Proceed Honourable Makgalemele.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)
MR MAKGALEMELE: I thanked you already Mr
Speaker. I stand to comment on the Budget Speech that
was delivered by the Minister of Finance and Economic
Development of Botswana. Firstly, Mr Speaker…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

Wednesday 06th February 2019

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL, 2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

MR SPEAKER: Order! It is noisy!
MR MAKGALEMELE: I was still saying, firstly…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order
MR SPEAKER: Order! Wait Honourable Makgalemele.
DR P. BUTALE: Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker,
I was saying since you are still not able to broadcast
Parliament live, why can you not allow those who can
to do so for Batswana?
MR SPEAKER: You are wasting our time…
MR SPEAKER: You are wasting our time Honourable
Butale. Proceed Honourable Makgalemele.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Honourable
Matambo for giving us the Budget Speech for the nation
of Botswana for the year 2019/2020. Mr Speaker, like
we all know, Honourable Matambo gave us the speech
with the main heading, “consolidating development
gains for economic transformation.” Mr Speaker, we
have achieved a lot, those that we are supposed to
consolidate, and be proud of as well as use to move
forward. One of the things that made me very happy in
Honourable Matambo’s speech is paragraph 88, where
he … if you can allow me to quote Mr Speaker, he
showed that …
MR SPEAKER: You can quote sir but tell us where to
find that.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Page 23 of the Budget
Speech “Of the total P67.5 billion expenditure planned
for the 2019/2020 financial year, P22.4 billion, or onethird is for paying salaries and allowances for those
employed in the public service, while the balance
of P45.1 billion or 66 per cent will be available for
Government procurement of goods and services for the
private sector.” This shows that most of the budget, like
Honourable Matambo continued to say in his speech,
are the funds that we have; it gives those engaged in
businesses an opportunity to enjoy what the Government
needs. It can either be services or goods, so that they can
create jobs in our country.
Mr Speaker, I am an Assistant Minister at the Ministry
of Youth, Sport and Culture. One of the things done
by the government as time went on in our Ministry
is a programme called Government Policy Reform
2015 Affirmative Action in Favour of Youth. That is,
a portion has been set aside which can be enjoyed by

our youth. Mr Speaker, one of those portions set aside
will be allocated 20 percent in the budget for the youth
who are in business, women and people living with
disabilities, but that is not all. When they talk about
P45.1 billion or 66 per cent, it means that 20 per cent
is an opportunity for young people, women and people
with disabilities to benefit from those funds if they are
interested in businesses. That is exciting because it has
to arouse youth, women and people with disabilities. 20
per cent of P45.1 billion is quite a significant amount of
money that they have to benefit from.
Mr Speaker, in Honourable Matambo’s speech, we
have been looking at the issue of how to consolidate
development gains, one of the things that we could
have benefited a lot from, is a chance where private
sectors can benefit from an opportunity like this one.
When you look at the gains over the years, the funds
which could have been accessed through tenders by the
private sector are there. When listening to Honourable
Matambo’s speech for last year and the previous years
, our private sector is not doing very bad; it is unable
to take advantage of these opportunities. Instead of
talking about a weak private sector that is unable to take
advantage of these opportunities every year, maybe we
should completely put everything on hold to say what
we can do to empower them to take advantage of these
immense opportunities. Let us closely assess it as part of
consolidating these gains for economic transformation.
Mr Speaker, I am thankful that Honourable Matambo
pointed that the journey of economic transformation is a
process; not an event. I agree with him.
When looking at some of these gains as well as our
achievements as a nation, what can we do to grow
the economies of the rural areas? I am a Member of
Parliament for rural areas and they are lagging behind.
When you go to Shoshong village which is like a head
office for our constituency; the traditional head office
of gaMmangwato, it is dark, has bad internal roads and
anything else that you can think of which is lagging
behind in terms of developments. I plead with you
Honourable Matambo to see what can be done. Let us
have more resources channelled to the rural areas so as
to boost their economies and improve infrastructure. If
we can do so, then areas like Shoshong will be able to
reap from the resources of this country thus boosting
their economy, by so doing we will be addressing a lot
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of issues. We will be dealing with the issue of ruralurban migration which makes towns to be overwhelmed
while there are immense opportunities in the rural areas
that remain untapped. We want a lot of funds to go to
rural areas so that their economies can improve.
Mr Speaker, we have started a journey as a nation of
Botswana and this is something that we have encouraged
for a longtime, to find ways of ensuring that, bottomup development process exists in our country? In
the past two years, we started a programme where
constituencies are given P10 million, which is one of
the gains that we made. Thank you Honourable Markus
because you came up with this initiative of the P10
million at our BDP meeting, this initiative was further
adopted by Parliament leading to the introduction of the
constituency fund of P10 million which is given to every
constituency. Mr Speaker, this amount of P10 million
helps us implement projects that were not in the plan
especially for my constituency Shoshong which was not
included in major infrastructure projects.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Makgalemele,
stop at the P10 million statement. I will pause the
debates for 20 minutes so that we take a break. Be here
at 16:20.
PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED AT 4:00 P.M. FOR
APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES
PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 4:20 P.M.
MR SPEAKER: Order Honourable
Honourable Makgalemele, continue.

Members.

MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was
still on the P10 million issue, saying it is one initiative
that helped to complete developmental projects
especially considering the fact that during the drafting
of National Development Plan 11, there were no major
projects in your constituency as well as mine that were
included. Ladies and gentleman, when I told them I am
coming for the budget speech they said I should plead
that the constituency fund be increased from P10 million
to P20 million. They said if it is increased, it will enable
them to carry out projects that they have always wanted
to undertake, and they will be completed within a short
period of time as they will be in total control Mr Speaker.
I would request Parliament that as we assesses how we
can review the budget, increasing the constituency
fund from P10 million to P20 million should be one of
the things that we review. Mr Speaker that is what my
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constituents at Shoshong have requested. One other
issue Mr Speaker that I believe is in line with the topic
by Honourable Matambo of Consolidating development
gains is that, we have done a lot as a country with
regards to roads but it is still not enough. My wish is
for us to see what we can do regarding areas that are
lagging behind in terms of roads. Places like Dibete,
Poloka-Mokgenene, Mokgenene-Otse, MosolotshaneMoralane what can be done about them Mr Speaker. We
know that these are projects that were not included in
the National Development Plan (NDP) 11 and on the
review Mr Speaker. I know it is going to be difficult
because in the review you prioritise.
Mr Speaker, I would like us to evaluate how the funds
we managed to secure, which emanated from the
successful trip that the President took to China cannot
be channelled to major roads of Kazungula, Kasane and
Maun. One of the ideas that I think we can use again
is the one that was suggested by Honourable Majaga
of a Road Authority. My belief is that if we can speed
up this idea of having a Road Authority, expectation
is that it will think outside the box, trying to see how
to pitch standards and how best we can mobilise more
resources. It will help us to have more resources that are
channelled to roads construction. Another issue is that
we can harness on our experiences and find out what we
can do going forward.
Another idea which I believe can be very helpful is
that, I am thankful that Honourable Matambo stated
that, despite a slow start of Public Private Partnerships
(PPPs), we are ready to move at a faster pace. If it is
successful Mr Speaker, it will assist us to construct
some of the roads through the PPP, and since we have
a new Minister who was taught well at Lotsane Senior
Secondary School, I believe he will look into it and
see how we can build in Public Private Partnership in
the construction of roads. There are roads that can be
built by the private sector and some that might not be
attractive to the private sector, those are the ones which
strictly speaking can remain with Government funding,
Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, I think that as a country, we have done a
lot concerning Education, it is one of the things we can
leverage on those gains. Other ideas that can help us
to pick up speed should be welcomed. Even though I
did not agree with most of the issues from the Leader
of Opposition, I however accede to his suggestion that
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we should increase the employment of teachers. This
can be a combination of strategies so that students can
have a lot of teachers giving them attention. I saw the
Honourable Minister of Basic Education agreeing with
him. I believe it is some of the suggestions we should
evaluate to see how best we can implement it because
we need to improve on the performance of our children
at schools.
Mr Speaker, we have done a lot as a country; investment
in the water sector. This is the second year Mr Speaker,
in the development budget and we still give land and
water a huge budget. I thank Minister for doing that
because when visiting our constituencies, the whole
area I am representing Mr Speaker the cry for water is
loud. I believe if it has been two years allocating such a
substantial amount of money to water and in addition to
that having a loan from World Bank, a combination of
these should improve the situation. We should present
that positive message to our communities and I request
we speed up the implementation.
Mr Speaker, you will remember that at the beginning
of my speech I highlighted that Minister Matambo
indicated a substantial amount of money that is there
for the private sector. Mr Speaker, one of the issues
bothering me that can end up making these gains of ours
to decrease is our tendering process Mr Speaker…

problem because Parliament allocated funds and in
addition to that there is loan from World bank ,yet we
behave as if we have not allocated any funds.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I believe in a way Mr
Speaker, Minister Matambo has shed light on where
the problem could be. One of the things mentioned is
that we still have a problem of project implementation
even though funds have been allocated. I was giving
another reason Mr Speaker, which people are always
complaining about as it is one of the things that cause
delay. My wish is for this situation to be addressed. If
it means amending the Public Procurement and Asset
Disposal Board (PPADB) policy so that it does not
become difficult for projects to be implemented,then so
be it. It is so painful when funds have been allocated
and it appears as if we are taking advantage of Batswana
by not implementing projects, because of people who
are not happy, who sometimes become discreet and
end up appearing before the courts of law. With that
Honourable Moswaane I do not think money is a
problem, I think the issue is getting the implementation
going and dealing with some of these challenges.

MR MAKGALEMELE: … every time when it
has been awarded, one individual will complain of
unfairness and it ends up at the courts of law causing
delay. It is an issue that Bakaa of Kalamare, Batalaote of
Mmutlane, fellow countrymen at Bonwapitse and other
villages are not happy about. I yield Mr Speaker.

Mr Speaker, one of the things when we talk about
development gains is how we have performed with
regards to social programmes. I believe that we
have done a lot and I am grateful that in this Budget,
programmes such as Ipelegeng, the old age pension
scheme and destitute programme will continue to be
allocated sufficient resources Mr Speaker. My wish is for
us to find ways of addressing the element of graduation
because, when people have been enrolled into these
programmes they remain there forever. Mr Speaker, I
believe that we can bring an element of graduation to
the Ipelegeng programme. How do we do that? We can
empower them with certain skills while they are still
working. Those skills should be in a way that when
they finish their term, they can go and create permanent
employment opportunities for themselves. Out of their
five working days, we can take one day and use it as
a training day for activities like bricklaying, formation
of cooperatives as well as registering companies so as
to create employment opportunities for themselves. Mr
Speaker, I believe that we can leverage on a programme
which is already there as a way to speed up the
graduation process.

MR MOSWAANE: Clarification. Minister, still on that
issue, you have spoken about a lot of money that was
allocated for two years. As you are Minister today, is
the problem caused by money or poor implementation?
You should clearly explain what could be causing the

Mr Speaker, even though I support the funds allocation
I would like us to look at certain points. For so many
years we have been giving Ministries like the Defence,
Justice and Security Ministry a bigger share of the funds.
There are valid reasons as to why we have been doing

HONOURABLE
Speaker.

MEMBER:

Clarification

Mr

MR MAKGALEMELE: … ends up being frustrated
because tenders are not awarded on time. When one
company wins another company complains and goes
to the courts of law. This delays tenders Mr Speaker, I
have a project of a boarding facility at Kalamare Junior
Secondary School…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
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that and it has been justified over the years why it has
to be like that. It also does not mean that we have been
giving it a larger share all the years. One can go back 20
years for reference and see that we have not been giving
it this large share. Mr Speaker, we are experiencing a
challenge of poor roads as we all know that the Dineo
hurricane destroyed most our roads. Is it not relevant to
reduce the share we have given to that Ministry so that
funds can be allocated to ministries which have many
challenges? Maybe during the 2020/2021 financial year
that is when we can make an assessment to increase
their share again. I believe that there are real pressing
needs which need our attention. I want to believe that
our safety as a country is not in any danger Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, just like His Excellency the President
indicated in his State Of the Nation Address, Minister
Matambo also stressed the issue of Cluster Development
which he believed could improve the economy of
our country. Mr Speaker Cluster Development is a
very brilliant initiative which I strongly support. The
only concern that I have is that I think that the chosen
sectors are few but I believe Honourable Kenewendo
and Honourable Goya will go and filter this initiative. I
wish that this idea can be expanded so that all the sectors
with the potential to grow the economy can form part
of Cluster Development. Mr Speaker, in the performing
arts, there are clusters within that sector which we can
create about 22 corresponding interrelated businesses.
We can use the television and film industry. I wish that
we could look at some of these sectors, even within
agriculture. I know that we talked about looking at
the beef sector, but even within agriculture, there are
some sub-sectors Mr Speaker that can easily qualify
under Cluster Development. It can help to broaden
opportunities for job creation because this initiative is
focused on combating this issue.
DR P. BUTALE: Elucidation. Thank you Honourable.
You are debating very well. I was saying that maybe it
could be helpful to have a creative economy policy, a
framework within which we can develop the creative
industry into a meaningful contributor to the economy.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Speaker.
Thank you Honourable. I agree with you. The word that
I could have used earlier is that of creative arts because it
is more enabling. It is also a sector where we can create
many opportunities which can qualify under clusters.
Mr Speaker, another issue which Minister Matambo
talked about regarding the work that has been done
is that of Special Economic Zones (SEZs). I totally
support it. I believe that every part of our country has its
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own uniqueness which qualifies it as Special Economic
Zone. An example is that the constitution that I am
representing is a Special Economic Zone in a special
way because most of the cattle comes from the farms
situated in that area. Most of the Honourable Members
have farms at my Constituency. We are talking about
a constituency which has opportunities for tourism and
eco-tourism. All the fifty seven constituencies in our
country have their own uniqueness which can qualify
it to be a Special Economic Zone. Maybe we can look
at the extent of benefits from the different Special
Economic Zones. Mr Speaker my strong contention
is that Honourable Moipisi’s constituency has its own
Special Economic Zone which we can work on. I request
that this idea be broadened so that we ca benefit from it.
Mr Speaker, all in all I am grateful that this Budget
creates immense opportunities, when we look at the
points that we have as well as the way the allocation has
been done especially the 45 billion potential which can
grow the private sector, it makes me excited with the
hope that God can remember the private sector so that
they can be motivated, they should have special ideas so
that they take advantage of this opportunity and create
more jobs for our country.
Mr Speaker, I am convinced that this Budget is a job
budget. Thank you sir.
MR MOREMI (MAUN WEST): Thank you Mr
Speaker. I want to start by praising the Leader of the
Opposition. I heard his 2019/2020 budget debate
flowing.
Mr Speaker, what Honourable Leader of the Opposition
talked about, for example the issues of creating
employment, 100 000 jobs has long been introduced
at Ngamiland in the 50s, to produce industrial hemp.
Different companies approached Regent Pulane Moremi
talking about producing hemp in Ngamiland. Our
terrain is very suitable for that business. It is not hemp
only, there are other trees which are all over Botswana.
There is a tree is called Moitaletsi which someone once
planted at Kweneng and sold it. People used it to make
(rope), dart boards and door mats. The government
then ordered that the lady should stop growing that
tree or else she will be transferred from where she was.
That lady was just a police officer trying to generate
income on the side. Those are threats which can scare
a Motswana who is trying to contribute to the economy
of the country. Some government policies are only
promoting the issue of dependency. That type of control
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is immense. Mr Speaker, the theme of Honourable
Matambo’s budget is consolidating development gains
for economic transformation as it was also mentioned
by Honourable Makgalemele. The target of the budget
is to be a high-income country by 2036. High-income
countries that we know, that we saw transforming a
great deal are in the far East. People who start from
scratch, without even a single diamond and transform
themselves into high-income countries. It required that
in allocating the funds as presented by Honourable
Matambo, the expenditure focuses should also correlate
with the targets set out by Honourable Matambo. I am
worried that we are adopting the target that is in 2036 but
I recall that we set aside Vision 2016 without a backward
glance and not to even review its shortfalls. We rashly
abandoned it with the threat of economic downturn on
the horizon around 2008, we dropped the development
plans which were there. We postponed all the projects;
we have roughly spend 15 years in Botswana not doing
anything. The only thing we see is the commencement
of the Mohembo Bridge construction. There is another
bridge built in Maun near my residence and the dual
carriageway of Tonota-Francistown. These are the only
things we saw in the past 10 years. We have complained
several times about the A3 road here. Minister Molefhi
was once a Minister of Transport then Infrastructure
and he denied that A3; Francistown-Nata is not in
the development plan and we should not even expect
anything. Maun-Nata, we were not even supposed to
talk about it, it dilapidated right before us because we
told ourselves as the Government of Botswana that we
are not going to do anything because of the economic
downturn though we had a credit rating of B+. For us to
say we are going to become a high-income country like
Singapore, Hong Kong and Japan Mr Speaker, it requires
us to invest what is available to enable us to become a
high-income country by 2036. The countries I have just
mentioned are knowledge-based economies; they do not
have resource beneficiation or mining, it is knowledgebase only. Now how are we going to manage to become
a knowledge-based economy, an income status country
by 2036, if we are not geared towards investing in those
areas that will make us a high-income country by 2036?
Mr Speaker, my heart bleeds looking at the allocations
of Infrastructure and Information and Communications
Technology (ICT). If you take ICT which is going to
catapult us into that high-income status, its allocation is
equivalent to that of Ipelegeng; Ipelegeng’s is even better
at P665 million. The ICT budget, I think is around P606
million countrywide; telecommunications budgeted for

in 2019/2020. That is, that part of this budget that can
take us to achieving the intended goals is immediately
under budgeted for. People are always crying about the
system being down, networks are down, the internet is
not working. Some do not want to invest here citing
different reasons. They are saying India can polish
diamonds much better than Botswana and Namibia
has just realised that and is thinking about polishing
diamonds in India. The unfortunate thing Mr Speaker
is that, no wealthy person wants to reside in Botswana
without internet connectivity. An individual will spend
three days in Masa Hotel without communicating with
their family through the internet and also unable to access
their office and stock market. No supersonic person
can agree to spend those days without doing anything.
I once lost a Subscriber Identification Module (SIM)
card, to replace it took four days on the basis that the
system was down. Let me give an example, Honourable
Molefhi and I once went to Japan. The then Information
Minister, it was said that in 2012 they were busy working
on the 8G technology. In Botswana we have just started
using 4G. We pretend as if we are at the same level with
the high-income status countries such as Japan yet we
are using 4G technology. Sometimes when you try to
work on your computer and it ends up freezing because
you press it several times, eventually you confuse it
because it is too slow. Government paying system is
too precarious; it is always down. Service providers,
Orange and Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) down,
but there are talks of becoming a high-income country
by 2036. It will not be possible if the investment that we
intend to do is the very one presented by Honourable
Matambo in the 2019/2020 budget.
Mr Speaker, it is becoming clear that budget allocations
are going down. Where we are supposed to allocate a
larger share, for an example, roads, the budget has gone
down. Last year it was around P1.9 billion, right now
it is P1.4 billion, yet our roads are dilapidated. North
West; Ngamiland, there are no roads at all. The budget
allocated roads in the Ministry of Transport is enough
for Ngamiland alone, to repair Ngamiland to attract
investment and tourism. We are not putting our money
where our mouth is. Electricity and water budget have
gone down compared to last year. For an example, in
the month of January, Maun went for four days without
electricity because of a pole that fell between Gweta
and Nata, they forgot to call Letsholathebe to come
and fix it. If our infrastructure is so poor, we cannot get
electricity to where it is needed. Now we fail that very
part which says, allocate budget to transform economy
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to high-income. There is no how we can say we align
budgetary allocation with the Vision 2036 targets that
we have set for ourselves, that we will have a highincome status. Some of us in the rural economy, we are
going to be disadvantaged because Integrated Support
Programme for Arable Agricultural Development
(ISPAAD), Livestock Management and Infrastructure
Development (LIMID) are in our area, or they have a
potential of being implemented in our area, its budget
allocation countrywide is P700 million. If you talk
of an inclusive Government and then the bulk of the
population is facilitated with this less amount, there is
no how we can catapult the people, the majority of our
population into that high-income status, that is expected
by Vision 2036.
With housing, it is the same thing. In housing you will
find, let us say Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA), for
example, providing housing for Botswana being given a
budget of P77 million in the financial year 2019/2020.
There is institutional housing, if you can go to the figures
that include institutional housing, you will find that there
is still a lot of shortage. I think we are at P201 million.
That is my argument Mr Speaker. Allocations that are
suggested by the Minister, are not in any way aligned
with the focus of the Budget or the target of the Budget
which is to become a high-income status in 2036. They
are not in consent. They take different routes.
Mr Speaker, the issue of water is a burning issue
because there was National Water Master Plan in 1991.
It just goes to say the government has been in deep
sleep, doing nothing about the issue of water because it
has suspended all the water projects from that National
Water Master Plan. There came a period when the
government had ruled that we shall do the projects that
we feel…it was the National Development Plan 11
review, we had to do them that time, we then decided to
ignore the plan.
So with water projects we are dealing with what is called
backlog. If you take the project that we are currently
doing of the North-South Carrier, it is a backlog. We are
currently at Phase II which has cases of corruption. If
you can try to find out the problem that is stopping the
transmission of water from reach Kanye and Molepolole,
you will find that it is because the foundation of the
North-South Carrier project was pure corruption. The
corruption that is common with the ruling party. They
are that side and when they move to the other side, they
call themselves Transparency International.
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Mr Speaker I just want one of our government
employees, in Parliament to go and find out the names
of the people who formed the Board of Directors of
Transparency International Botswana. They are the
very people who take the report there to say we are not
corrupt whereas they are the ones who are delaying the
North-South Water Carrier. The same individuals who
form the board of Transparency International. During its
launch, Mr Mogae was there and he was a member of
the International Advisory Committee of Transparency
International. He is the one who decided that sewage
pipes should be connected along the North-South water
Carrier, they then started dripping and now they are
being removed. The same guy who will come and tell
you that we are a corruption free country. The same
leader of a party who says we are corruption free. The
next day we are told that an individual has illegally used
P250 million for personal benefit. The vehicles that are
listed there…It is really annoying that such wealth could
be taken from the government when they are there, fully
aware. I wish we could go back and find the people who
were taking part in such cases.
Where we stand, Maun is an ecological disaster waiting
to happen. Human waste is being drained into the river.
Storm water drains that were connected in the village
disposes at the river. Everything, dead animals, human
waste; they all go to the river. The Budget however does
not have a provision where it indicates that that situation
would be resolved. The P400 million of Maun Water
Sanitation is included in phase II. We need much more
than that to curb the impending ecological disaster in
Maun. The quality of water in Maun is a disaster waiting
to happen. Even by looking at it, it is like the water was
sourced from the borehole, it is black. Sometime it is not
even available.
You talk about Maun in excitement. We have the
North-South Power Transmission Grid which was
long discussed when we arrived in 2014 and we were
ululating. Honourable Matambo was talking of a power
transmission grid. I want to stress that Maun in the last
month had power cuts continuously, at one stage for
four days. Today and the previous day there was power
cut in Maun. Those who have been observant suspect
that load shedding has started in Botswana, it is only
that it is currently kept as a secret. We experience such
power cuts in some areas in Gaborone. So allocation of
power… it is negligent.
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MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification Mr
Speaker. Honourable Moremi, Yesterday a question
was asked in Parliament about the percentage of power
that we buy from South Africa and how much is from
Morupule. It looks like we buy 100 per cent from
South Africa but they are keeping it a secret, since it
was question time and the time for that is limited, the
Minister managed to dodge. We buy 100 per cent power
from South Africa.
MR MOREMI: Botswana in resource terms is a very
blessed country. Those who quote will quote that in
terms of, let us start with ostriches; we have the highest
concentration per square metre in the world. When it
comes to sunlight, I mean the potential for solar power,
we have the highest concentration of direct sun anywhere
in the world. If you go to France, with 48 million people
or so, it is powered by a tiny country in the north of
France. France is the same size as Botswana with 48
million people. Ngamiland can produce enough power
to power the whole of Botswana through solar power. It
can do that. We can be exporting all the energy that is
made in Morupule for foreign currency. However, what
you are saying to me today is, we are in fact importing.
So, you tend to wonder why some countries such as
Rwanda managed to source solar power and we failed.
They are powering cities. In Botswana we have always
talked about solar power for years and years, but still
today we import 100 per cent of our solar from ESKOM.
That is the good governance that I want …, we talk and
we talk, then we do not implement. Mo Ibrahim will
then say, “there is good governance here in Botswana”.
Honourable Matambo even stated in his speech that
implementation is slow or none-existent. From long back
me and Honourable Swartz have been complaining that
project implementation is a problem. We are realising
now, after 48 years.
Honourable Matambo, your Ministry is Finance and
Development Planning. For the 10 years that he has
been a Minister, he could have long started the Project
Implementation Unit. It has to be his responsibility to
ensure that the projects that he mentions here during
the Budget, should be implemented by the Ministry of
Finance and Development Planning. It has always been
its mandate to monitor and evaluate implementation.
It is only now that he mentioned that in 2019/2020 he
will include project implementation. When we say good
governance, we are talking about things like declaration
of interests and assets. That is what Ms Joy Phumaphi

said when we were still at school, before we came to
Parliament and Parliament agreed. Those are the things
which when we came here … Honourable Saleshando
once brought it as a Motion. Honourable Merafhe,
may his soul rest in peace, explained that you want the
limelight, but we as a Government, we are still handling
the issue of developing the law of declaration of assets.
That was in 2009, 10 years later it is 2019, Honourable
Matambo wants to make us believe that now he is
genuine, he is earnest, he will bring such a law during
the Winter Session.
No international serious investors are going to come
to this country seeing Ministers and Members of
Parliament with fingers in the kitty, they will not come,
they want to see this declaration of interests in place. If
they hear that you spent P250 million, when we talk of
starting a company that will produce electricity through
solar power with someone saying, “only if I am part of
it,” they turn away. Some jurisdictions in the first world;
England, in particular European Union (EU), America,
they do not deal with corrupt Governments. Get that
into your heads. Then we talk about an inclusive
Government, but Gini Co-efficient shows that we
are one of the highest in the world, and we want that
platform to now be privatising profit making state owned
enterprises. Who is going to buy these shares apart from
you? Those of you who have been stealing Government
money, who else is going to buy these assets because it
is evident that most Batswana are one month away from
poverty, so who will buy such?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, Order! Order!
You are not addressing others properly now. Please
withdraw the words where you said others have been
stealing money, because no one was prosecuted for
stealing money. You are out of order, withdraw.
MR MOREMI: No, I once explained that some entities
like Directorate of Intelligence and Security (DIS) are
slush funds of theft for Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP), and it is self-explanatory.
MR SPEAKER: No, I told you to withdraw those
words.
MR MOREMI: It makes sense if you have been
following reports on the issue, the money for National
Petroleum Fund (NPF) came through DIS instruction in
order to be taken to Tonota for a campaign …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, withdraw those
words.

Hansard No 193

25

Wednesday 06th February 2019

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL, 2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

MR MOREMI: Yes, I withdraw them. We have a small
political elite…
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
(MR OLOPENG): On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
may you ask Honourable Moremi to talk about his
constituency instead of telling us that NPF money was
taken to Tonota, let him withdraw those words right
now. I do not know who received that money because
we do not have NPF at Tonota. We also have an NPF
case at court, none of Tonota residents was listed in
those who are associated with NPF. So, may be you hate
us sir, withdraw those words, anyway I will meet with
him outside so that we can resolve that issue.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR MOREMI: No, Mr Speaker, by Tonota I meant the
elective congress of Domkrag.
The thing is, we are treated unfairly at Ngamiland,
we can own that economy if there is goodwill on the
part of Government. What happens is; you have totally
excluded us, we pay higher VATs than any of you
countrywide because of the transport factor. We pay
higher for farming implements than any of you because
of the transport factor. We pay higher in fuel costs than
any of you because of the transport factor but we get
less per cow than all of you because you do not give two
hoots about our economic welfare at Ngamiland. It is
true, we are carrying you on our backs, you are making
us suffer because we are successful. That is the problem,
but you do not want to include us in the mainstream of
this economy in Botswana. That is why you are quick to
grab our land and give it away to your friends because
it does not suit us. It is like we do not deserve all the
goodies that we worked so hard for. I wish Jesus could
appear right now and judge all of you so that you go to
hell.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: Switch off the microphone Honourable
Moremi. The floor is open, stand up and debate.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What must we say?
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. I do not understand when the procedure to
have two that side, one here works.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs!)…
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MR RANTUANA: Just explain or go back to it before
I move on, the procedure to have two there and one this
side?
MR SPEAKER: I pointed at you, talk Honourable.
MR RANTUANA: I take it that even at the Committee
Stage, we shall keep doing it this way Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me start with petrol; was it
included in the budget? The NPF money. It was not my
intention to interrupt your debate Minister, the money
that is said to have been wasted at NPF, is it included
in the budget or not; the expenses of this nation which
are suspected to have been spent by some for their own
selfish ambitions. If it is included in the budget, I did not
see where it was mentioned … Hey!
MR SPEAKER: Order! There is noise! Honourable
Salakae!
MR RANTUANA: Yes, people are making noise. If it
is included in the budget, this petrol money which is said
to have disappeared, I did not see where it is mentioned
Honourable Matambo in the budget. I take it that we
must also account for it such that when we come up with
a budget like this, we explain what to do with the funds
that disappeared.
Let me thank the Minister for giving five most important
ministries the largest share especially that of health.
Our health has deteriorated, there is no medication in
hospitals, some Batswana are attacked by high-blood
pressure, diabetes but we are experiencing scarcity of
medication in hospitals. I take it that as you have given
them money for these hospitals Minister, the Ministry of
health has the capability to purchase all the medication
for Batswana.
I am bothered by the word ‘implementation’ which you
used, that you are failing, that all you do is talk instead
of implementing. As such, I request us to go back and
see if we can implement. The rate at which Batswana
are dying is shocking. At gaMalete, right now in this
month of January, let me specifically say at Ramotswa,
there have been more than 50 funerals within one month
…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs!)…
MR RANTUANA: … because of shortage of
medication, doctors, irresponsible Ministers who bring
chaos then say, “who is the Chairman of the hospital”
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after that, because of those Ministers, the gaMalete
hospital has been struggling to get medication at Central
Medical Stores (CMS). I know it very well because I am
a Molete. The hospital is struggling to get medication
from CMS. This woman was a Minister of Health...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR RANTUANA: She is now saying she is not the
one working at Central Medical Stores and she is not the
one responsible for things that Honourable Matambo
mentioned during the budget…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are getting out of
line.
MR RANTUANA: No, I am still in order. My worry is
the Ministry of Basic Education which has been given a
lot of funds as usual, every year. The results as we speak
have dropped drastically the whole country. We allocate
a lot of funds then we go back to what you said Minister;
lack of implementation, where are we going?
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (MR
ARONE): Point of clarification. Just a quick one
Honourable Member, you said the results have dropped
but contrary to what you are saying, are you aware that
from primary results to secondary results that were
released, we have recorded a leap upward?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you very much. I do not
know the criteria that was used Minister. I saw that the
results have dropped.
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of elucidation. I was
saying that learners who sat for the Junior Certificate
examination were over 30 000, I believe the Minister
has the numbers. Those who have failed got grade D, E,
U and below…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KEORAPETSE: Yes, I do not know if it is
ungraded, unclassified or unimportant, I do not know
what it is. Those are more than 24 000 in number of
all the learners who sat for the examination. I do not
know…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KEORAPETSE: There is an improvement of one
per cent, so exactly what are we talking about? Even if
we say there was an improvement but talking about one
per cent, it is so insignificant.

MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Member. Ladies and gentleman we do not
celebrate mediocrity. Students have failed, C and D are
marks we should not allow. There is nothing to celebrate
here because students have failed but too much money
is being wasted.
There are teachers who have been working part time
since ages ago when I was still not a Parliamentarian,
even today they are still part time but there is shortage
of teachers in schools. When students are supposed to
sit for the examination, the teacher’s contract comes
to an end and they move to a different school and they
are taught by different teachers. Why are teachers not
employed as Honourable Boko was saying? Teachers
should be hired to ensure that the students get the
attention they deserve. Currently the student/teacher
ratio is high but it is allowed. When you go to primary
schools, it is 1:60. Students who are slow learners or
who do not grasp quickly are not able to learn anything.
Minister, as a lot of money is divided amongst ministries,
let us go back and see how we can remove people who
are not capable. I do not see how Government can
remove people who are not capable. It is up to Batswana
in October to bring capable people. Minister of Health,
how do you expect the Health sector to move forward?
It needs people who are capable. Most of these people
who are at the top, some of them got there by loyalty.
They do not qualify to be there. If you got to the top
by loyalty, a person who qualifies to be there is your
junior, sabotages you, they do not do the job because
they do not know you. People get positions because they
are loyal to certain parties. If we can authorize money
and give IT to people who are loyal to other people,
not loyal to the country, that is wrong. We must know
that Botswana comes first. We should stop being loyal
to individuals and bootlicking by certain individuals.
It is very unfortunate that people have blind loyalty to
individuals and forsake their country. We cannot operate
like that. A lot of money has been authorized Minister,
but people who are supposed to utilise the money are
not there. There is no point of having a budget when
there are no people to implement it. This anomaly of
loyalty should be reduced; people should be appointed
because they qualify.
I am thankful that Local Government has been given
some money, it is a ministry for the people. When you
have given money to Local Government even though
it is at position five, it is not bad because a Motswana
wants to know what the budget has for them. They
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want to know where jobs are and what they will eat in
the evening. They do not have time for Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) which will come after 10 years when
they are no more, killed by hunger. What is the use of
FDI which has been spoken about for the past 50 years
when people are suffering from hunger? Give food to
the people…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: what do you mean what am I
saying? Batswana want food on the table. When I
look at the budget, there is no budget for agricultural
infrastructure, you have forgotten it. Why did you not
include agricultural infrastructure, something that
brings food to Batswana?

MR SPEAKER: Yes, the problem is that you are
provoking him. You keep derailing him. If you could
listen when he speaks, he would have gone back to the
main issue he is supposed to talk about.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. There is no
problem, I do not want us to help each other…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…

MR RANTUANA: I have lost faith in you, you have
failed with the Boatle road. If you are failing with the
Boatle road, do you think you can manage the road to
the lands?

MR RANTUANA: She will delay me. Mr Speaker,
at the Development Budget, Lands has been allocated
a lot of funds. These funds, I have long heard about
the North-South Carrier while I was still working at
the University Of Botswana (UB), even today we are
still talking about the same thing. The National Water
Master Plan has been abandoned, where are we going?
Today it is said that money has been allocated to Lands,
an incompetent ministry where even if you are looking
for a certificate, you take five years to be issued a plot
certificate. Now you are pouring in funds knowing very
well that implementation at Land Management, Water
and Sanitation Services is horrible. As we speak, every
village is complaining about water shortage.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR RANTUANA: Agricultural infrastructure can
bring food to a Motswana. When you tell a Motswana
that you are going to construct a road to the lands and
install electricity, they are going to produce food for
themselves…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Yes, it means you have failed, you
stay at Phakalane. You see you cannot even connect
electricity for yourself at Phakalane, Batswana are
listening Sir, come October… Ooh! You have lost
already, sorry Sir.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MS MAKGATO): Point of
procedure, sit down.
MR RANTUANA: who are you ordering to sit down?
MS MAKGATO: You.
MR RANTUANA: I am a man, you are a woman. Do
not tell me to sit down.
MS MAKGATO: Sit down in English.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, ah!
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MS MAKGATO: I am confused Mr Speaker. I am
listening to Honourable Rantuana attentively because
I want us to help each other. I do not know when he
is going to talk about the budget speech. He is talking
about people of Phakalane, I do not hear what he is
saying. He is talking about those who failed at Boatle, I
do not understand him. Will you talk about the budget or
are we still in procedure?
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: They even fail to carry
out the land audit.
MR RANTUANA: They fail to carry out the land audit.
Mr Speaker, when you change land ownership, even
when you provide death certificate as proof you still
end up waiting for many years. That is the most useless
ministry yet it is being given a larger share of the funds.
There are water leakages everywhere. Honourable
Matambo, I had thought that you will address the issue
of decentralisation at Water Utilities. Water Utilities has
failed, it should be removed so that water issues can be
handled by councils. I know it is a corporation which
is generating income to some people but it is totally
incompetent, it is failing. Water should be decentralised.
All water issues should be handled by the councils since
Water Utilities is failing. All the time they will be giving
excuses like pipes are old and I am here wondering
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how come the pipes get old only when Water Utilities
is in charge. Why were they not old when Water Affairs
was in charge? Let us be serious. It could have been
better if you could have given the water funds to Local
Government so that each council can distribute water
instead of giving them to Water Utilities.

MR RANTUANA: You fired him and eliminated it.
Please bring back the BDF Patrol. Our cattle go missing
and nowadays not only cattle go missing even people
go missing.

Mr Speaker, another ministry which has been given a
larger share of the funds yet again is the Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security. In most cases the funds
which have been allocated to the Ministry of Defence,
Justice and Security are going the wrong direction.
We have a challenge. I just heard the Minister being
dishonest saying that there is a fence at the border. Crime
rate is very high along the boarder. Police officers do not
have vehicles, there are no patrol roads. There is a forest
by Notwane River where thieves are residing. The small
stock which the government is wasting our youth’s time
with is being stolen across boarders everyday yet the
Minister has the guts to rise and say that 60 per cent
of the fence has been constructed. Which fence is he
talking about? If police officers could be given vehicles
more especially those who patrol at the boarders it was
going to be better.

MR RANTUANA: I will not forget the farm.

We have a crisis of dagga which is being brought into
our country. Boarders are not being guarded. Students
are being exposed to all sorts of drugs which illegally
enter the country at any point.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:…(Murmurs)…
MR RANTUANA: We are not the same here in
Parliament. Some are dull and those are the very same
people who never understand what is being said.
Cocaine which enter our boarders at any point, Mr
Speaker, no. The way this budget is large, it could be
better if most of it went to the Police Service. As we
speak, accommodation for police officers is a disaster.
You sometimes come across a married policeman
sharing with a single constable. In the evening the
constable will be playing music while the children of
the married officer want to study. This budget should go
to the Police Service so that they can provide effective
services to us. They patrol for us at night.
We used to have a Botswana Defence Force (BDF)
Post at the Ramotswa boarder post but it has been
removed since the Major General left.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

Mr Speaker, we have Transport and Communications.
I remember Madam Speaker sitting there telling us that
there is P3 million for Botswana Television (Btv) to
come and broadcast live here in Parliament. Honourable
Molale was still at Office of the President (OP) and he
supported that idea. Honourable Matambo is now quite
about the budget for Botswana television broadcast.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MR RANTUANA: oh! They were not telling the truth?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Hey! There are two different issues
here if at all Madam Speaker can sit there and not tell
the truth. There was the issue of P3 million which was
supposed to be for Botswana television broadcast,
Honourable Molale was still at OP and he confirmed
it. Everyone is now quite about it. Where is it because
by now Botswana Television could be broadcasting so
that people at home can see who is not serious here as
well as hearing what we are saying? It is going to be a
challenge because some people do not want to be seen
on television because they are not serious. This is not a
proper procedure Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, the issue of tertiary education was
addressed at the end. Brigades classrooms which are
supposed to carry 20 people are now expected to carry
200 people. Ex-soldiers are said to be hired at brigades
to teach about character building.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What is that?
MR RANTUANA: I do not know what it is. There is
confusion. The government is confused that is why they
are able to hire people who are not qualified to teach
and move schools to Employment, Labour Productivity
and Skills Development Ministry. This Government is
very confused. Taking a Retired Private and or Retired
Lance Corporal to go and teach at a brigade, from there
they make students run in the scotching sun during midday without having anyone who has knowledge on first
aid. A school being moved to Ministry of Employment,
Labour Productivity and Skills Management, aah!
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Yes, he was an actor in Thokolosi.
How do you move tertiary, vocational education
which we have been planning to build to Employment,
Labour Productivity and Skills Development and pay
students P300 without a proper curriculum? You are lost
comrades.
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR NGAKA): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Honourable. Can you provide
this House with evidence on what you are talking about?
MR RANTUANA: Go to Tswelelopele Brigade, you
will find evidence there. Children train on the BoatleRamotswa Road which was a challenge to Nonofo
Molefhi. .
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. Is it
procedural for a full Minister of Government not to
know that at brigades and technical colleges like that
one at Selebi Phikwe, thousands of children there are
trained by retired soldiers? Last year some of their
trainers were taken to a Boot Camp in order to empower
them about training students. Is it procedural for this
House to be having a Minister who does not know what
his government is currently doing because students are
not being taught?
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Member, we have not
violated the procedure of this House in any way. We
cannot punish the Minister for not being aware but we
are still following procedure.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker.
Unfortunately, that is what seems to be the norm
Honourable. They are tired, he was the Minister of
Tertiary Education.
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Mr Speaker, the Government is lost, the time has come
for her to be relieved. It is bad for the Government to
turn Vocational Training Centres (VTCs) workshops
into classrooms. There is a place where you teach theory
but vehicles need to be taught practically. Construction
is a practical course if you are serious as a builder. We
are in the wrong direction if our students go for drill,
thereafter go to a classroom to be taught about a vehicle.
Mr Speaker, my request is that brigades should be
moved from the Ministry of Labour and back to the
Ministry of Education. Right now the Ministry of
Labour is failing to settle cases of people working in
their security companies because they are now focusing
on other things.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLEFHI): On a point
of order Mr Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Mr Speaker, lastly …
MR SPEAKER: Wait, there is a point of order raised.
MR MOLEFHI: The Honourable Member should
withdraw saying, their security companies because they
are not ours.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, I did not hear
you. If you said that, withdraw those words.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. When I
said theirs, it did not mean Honourable Molefhi was
included.
MR SPEAKER: No, withdraw those words.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Is that true?

MR RANTUANA: I am talking about those who have
security companies.

MR RANTUANA: Yes, I am telling the truth.

MR SPEAKER: No.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: It could not have been
him.

MR RANTUANA: Is it not that you do not have
companies?

MR RANTUANA: Mr Speaker, at the Ministry of
Labour, I think it has not been increased and it is
small but you need to go and rethink because since
the Government took over brigades in 2009, you have
failed. Workshops which housed vehicles, constructing
yards of practicals they have now been turned into
classrooms. How do you take a workshop and turn it
into a classroom? When are the students going to be
taught practically?

MR SPEAKER: You are debating in Parliament.
Withdraw those words.
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MR RANTUANA: I withdraw Mr Speaker. Lastly,
Honourable Seretse reminded me, we have a problem
with the Ministry of Lands which has been allocated a
hefty share. They are now going to use those funds to
settle a case against us. Mr Speaker, we have an appeal
of a case where land belonging to black people cannot
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become freehold whereas the white’s can be changed
into freehold. You have allocated them these funds to
go and settle this appeal. Where are we going to get
funds in Ga-Malete to litigate? I can see the reason for
allocating the Ministry of Lands this hefty amount, this
case will be heard on 17 April. Therefore, if you have
already funded them with such huge sums of money …
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MS MAKGATO): Point of
order. Thank you Mr Speaker. The Honourable Member
is out of order because it is Parliament that will eventually
apportion and give money. I do not understand whom he
is referring to as having allocated this ministry money?
Is he also a part of that so that they…
MR RANTUANA: …(Inaudible)…
MS MAKGATO: I am not wasting your time. You do
not know procedure, sit down. Our procedure is clear.
The Minister has come with a proposal. I have not heard
him saying that he is allocating funds for a case at GaMalete. It is a proposal that includes him, to be this
Parliament that gives the money. So I do not understand
what he is talking about, that is why I am saying he is out
of order because he is just imputing improper motives
on this House itself, that we are intending to do that as a
House. So he is out of order.
MR SPEAKER: It is just that I have not yet grasped
what he is saying.
MS MAKGATO: Yes, listen to him carefully.
MR SPEAKER: I am trying to understand how he will
conclude because I heard him saying they took money;
I do not know who he is referring to. Honourable
Rantuana, let me hear you.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker, my time
is very limited but you should bear in mind that I do
not approve the funds allocated the Ministry of Lands
because they are going to be used to oppress us and take
away our land. You should know that I am not part of
approving this budget. Thank you.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST): Thank
you Mr Speaker and compliments of the new season. Let
me first start off by commending the job done by those
in the Ministry of Finance under Honourable Matambo
as their leader. We commend the skill and expertise we
see in the ministry that he is leading. Needless to say, we
are messengers from our constituencies to come and air

our views on these issues and what the challenges that
we face are. As a Minister, he is aware of the challenges
that every year we approve a budget to go and be used to
develop this country and create employment.
I doubt if our ministries are productive in carrying out day
to day service delivery and ensuring that developments
reach people. I want to take that burden off public
workers and give that responsibility to Ministers since
they vowed to do that. They vowed that without fear
or favour; they are going to implement development
programmes. Honourable Members, we have a problem,
as you are aware, last year you requested P18 billion for
Development Budget. I was very embarrassed that we
managed to use P7 billion only and the chunk balance
was carried forward in the next development plan. That
in itself is a crime; it requires reprimanding. The question
is, can a Minister engage in a “go slow?” It is clear that
some Ministers are on a “go slow,” they are not active
enough to carry out the mandate set out by Parliament
of Botswana under the Botswana Democratic Party.
We should be very stern in addressing these issues. My
worry is, this year again we are approving a budget
but there is nothing that indicates that we will yield
productive results. In my view, we could be debating
this budget with the Government Gazette specifying
that we are ready for other mega projects but it seems
like we are not there yet. I am now coming to think that
hope will lead us nowhere, it is high time we punish
those responsible.
The thing is as Parliament just like in football there is no
permanent position in the playing field you are there by
yourself because of your performance.
I would like to urge Dr Masisi that in order for us to go
forward we should tighten our strings when it comes to
performance, the same way we are fighting corruption.
If we are going to fail to give Batswana what they
are expecting and return to this House requesting for
supplementary budget every year, we are not going to
excel. I therefore would like to appeal to him that there
should not be permanent positions in the Cabinet. This
has killed our performance as the ruling party. Some are
very sure they will be picked, by what means, they are
already getting themselves prepared by bootlicking and
other means.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MOSWAANE: There is nothing. So, I am saying…
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane! Order!
Honourable Moswaane, you are provoking others; you
are even saying they are already bootlicking because
they want to be appointed to some positions, that is not
nice to say. Can you withdraw those words for the sake
of peace in this House.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR MOSWAANE: They have not yet been appointed.

MR MOSWAANE: I was just saying…

MR SPEAKER: …those are not nice words. Just
withdraw them and continue debating like you have
been doing, so that there may be peace in this House.

MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I was
thinking that as you are busy correcting some words,
be mindful of the fact that some words are allowed in
this House. The word bootlicking is allowed, it has even
worked to some people’s advantage.

MR MOSWAANE: No, such people have not yet been
appointed. I never said anyone here has been appointed.
I only stated that they are preparing themselves for the
coming general elections.
MR SPEAKER: You are talking about Honourable
Members. What you are saying about your fellow
members is wrong.
MR MOSWAANE: I can only correct what I said Mr
Speaker but I do not want to withdraw what I said about
performance. That there are no developments due to
incompetency of some people at work. Some people
fail…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR MOSWAANE: … solely because there is a lot of
bootlicking where they have been appointed.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: I meant where you were implying that
your fellow Members are preparing to be appointed to
some posts, doing so by bootlicking. Those are the only
words I want you to withdraw because there might not
be peace in this House.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR MOSWAANE: Alright! In the meantime, I will
shelve the words and look for appropriate ones.
MR SPEAKER: What do you mean when you say you
are going to shelve them?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, we are not
yet done. Do you withdraw the statement? For you to
say you are shelving, it means you shall use the words
in future.
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MR MOSWAANE: You are being oppressive, my
statement was appropriate, but since you are saying I
should withdraw, I will do just that. I was just saying…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MMOLOTSI: …anyone can use it considering
how it would benefit them. So if it was possible that
word could be given awards. Bootlicking was going to
get an award. It is such a good word...
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mmolotsi, you are
out of order. I just want peace in this House, you should
therefore talk to each other without provoking each
other. Proceed Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: I love peace. Mr Speaker I
was saying, I want to address the Cabinet to say it is
important that they know that when it comes to the issue
of implementation…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR
MOSWAANE:
implementation…

…that

on

issues

of

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
MARKUS): Point of order. I was saying even if the
Honourable Member was not on the floor, what he was
saying is wrong. He is always bootlicking his voters but
we never refer to him as a bootlicker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: No, you are out of order Honourable
Markus. There is no how you could be talking off record
and want to stop Honourable Moswaane. Proceed
Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: I want to stress this point because
I want to assist Honourable Matambo and encourage
the Cabinet Ministers to be productive. When I was
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still a Councilor, it was easy to encourage the Chairman
to work hard but here in Parliament it seems like you
offend people. We have left the ball in your courts
Honourable Members so that you implement the
government projects. For example, if the Ministry of
Transport requests for funds to do development projects,
the expectation is that the Minister should have planned
to use the funds within a 12 months’ period.

therefore the Office of the President should make sure
that it takes responsibility of connecting them. With that,
we will then be sure that we have a competent Minister.
A Minister can only be famous and become a celebrity
through good performance.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MR MOSWAANE: Yes, he knows himself…
(laughs)…Honourable Members from long back to date,
it is because of the spirit of unity that has been reigning
in our Ministers. Just a little reminder though that if
you keep praising people, they might end up forgetting.
Today I just wanted to advise you as the Chairperson of
Finance and Estimates Committee, I am not happy at all
that we are failing to implement.

MR MOSWAANE: The Minister of Transport should
ensure that within 12 months he/she should have
delivered to Batswana. I still recall a list of things that
Honourable Batshu was expecting in Tutume, in terms
of infrastructure development, sewage system and
whatever. I do not know if that has been implemented,
the funds have been awarded but still no implementation.
I want to dwell more on encouraging the Ministers, we
have equipped you with everything so do the work. All
the Ministries should work on the development projects
as planned. We are faced with challenges where the
Ministries do not want to utilize the funds…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOSWAANE: … and you tend to wonder where
the Minister is. The Ministers could start checking their
calendar to see the projects that are still lagging behind.
I am doing this to avoid blaming the voters instead of
putting the blame on the Ministers who requested for
the funds.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: No, you are enough for me.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MOSWAANE: The other important issue is for the
Office of the President to see to it that there is skilled
personnel…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOSWAANE: … who will be tasked to make sure
that projects are done as planned by the government. I
understand already there are two officers at the Office of
the President but two to three are not enough. We want
a full-fledged department that will be able to supervise
the projects and see to it that strict measures are taken
against the non- performing departments. Like we have
been saying every department is working independently,

Honourable Members, the other issue is that of funds…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

There are issues at the Ministry of Youth that for the
few years that we have been budgeting P120 million for
the youth, if you take P120 million and divide it by 100,
it gives you 1200. So if you divide our threshold P100
000 by half, it gives us 1200 students. I then wonder,
since we are planning and we have more than 10 000
students roaming the streets, those who have skills
since they schooled in brigades, but then we plan for
only 1200 students. A situation where His Excellency
reads a statement at the end of the year during the State
of the Nation Address (SONA) which says, we have
created 1200 jobs through the Youth Development Fund
(YDF). That is wrong, we are not supposed to make him
read that statement. Skip it. We will find another one
that will lead you to the people. If we are serious about
transforming the youth, the YDF, we have to reduce
what we spend on airplanes, let us take P1 billion from
there and create employment which a Motswana will see
with their own eyes, it shows that we can employ about
100 000 people. These things are said like that and we
never listen whenever they are said, one day someone
will snatch the Government purse and do this things and
a question like ’where have you been? Will be asked.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLEFHI): On a point
of clarification. Honourable, you are saying to go and
get P1 billion from airplanes. Perhaps you can tell us
where we can get P1 billion from?
MR MOSWAANE: Yes, I will give detailed information
at the committee level, I am only introducing it here …
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MOSWAANE: …(Laughter!)... Let me point out
that I am serious, through this arrangement of Youth
Development Fund, we can budget for P1 billion and
assist at least 10 000 of the youth every year, then we
will be talking business as a ruling party. I do not want
to see nor hear about this one which targets 1200, then
you say that we have approved it as Batswana. It takes
us back to gender, where they target a specific gender to
create jobs. We were ranging around P30 million to P50
million, on the basis that we want to rid women from
poverty. It shows that if you can take P30 million and
divide it by 100, it means that we will only assist 300
of them. Are we serious? 300 out of more than 500 000
of women who lead poor lives and we are budgeting for
300 only! We need to work on that, let us at least give
them P1 billion. That can help us grow the economy of
this country, where it will be evident that the money is
spent on the people.
Even though that is the case, let me tackle another issue;
the destitution programme shortly. It also received
praises, we long paused on applications of the destitution
programme which is under Poverty Eradication in
2013/14. All applications were successful in 2013/14
and they are now giving excuses, that if you have been
holding a letter of approval for two years, you have to
be re-assessed. This is so unfair, let us stop that. Anyone
holding a letter of approval deserves to be assisted as
promised. I do not agree with the notion that there is no
money. We have a lot of money, we could have used the
petrol funds before they stole it and assist the poor in
this country. Our process on Poverty Eradication does
not show our concern about their challenges. Let us
improve them so as to assist the poor.
The other main issue which has to be assessed is; when
Honourable Minister Molale came, he said that we
are going to create 10 000 jobs for teachers to employ
those who have been working on temporary basis. My
question is, how far are we with it, what is happening?
Because the way I have been looking at it, part of the
P85 million that was prepared, they employed people
under the internship programme so that they can assist
teachers. I also found out that they employed only 65
people instead of 5 000. On top of that, those who have
to be assisted by those students now want overtime. That
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is a plan to get money. Let us assess this. I do not wish
to ask for anything, Minister of Basic Education please
bear with me, go and employ teachers, simple! I do not
agree with the issue that we do not have capacity, why
did you request for the budget? Anyone who requests
for funds must make sure to go and use them. We are
not like those who do not know how to use money who
keep checking the balance which is useless. It does
not earn interest which will benefit us as a nation but
it was supposed to multiply for our employees so that
they can earn interest. That is my request, I am done
with it Minister of Education, go and use our money.
School buildings are old, dilapidated, damaged and
students cannot use toilets. It is impossible to use
them because sewage water is flowing there. And we
regard them as classrooms but they are not clean. We
cannot damage the minds of our children with issues of
learning in unhealthy environments because they carry
it as they move around. Minister, you are aware that
school buildings are very old although they have been
budgeted for, you also fail to use money for handymen
from councils for primary schools. At Francistown, I
can enter in a classroom that does not have a door, and
feel uncomfortable as a member of Parliament, but a
student can use it for 356 days just as it is. This is failure
and deserves to be viewed as such regarding what can
be done to improve it. All I want is for everyone to go
and do their jobs, delivery; performance!
Honourable Members, there is a challenge at tertiary as
well as at brigades. It has been 5 years since the running
of brigades was changed, from one ministry to the other.
What I want to say is, at brigade, it is distressing, it is
possible to enroll there for 3 years without getting an
allowance. Where you get a three years contract and
complete school without getting allowance. That shows
weakness in management. On the other hand, those
from tertiary are also crying because their allowance,
if someone does not want to credit it, then they do not
get it. Why not give it to private banks so that they can
credit it then? As we speak, at University of Botswana,
it is like we were not aware that students were coming
back last year, right now they are roaming the streets so
that trying to get any help that they can get. You know it
Honourable Makgato. They have been in Gaborone for
the past two weeks without a thebe, without anything
although they have to go to school with the hope that
they will get an allowance and there is no way parents
who work at Ipelegeng can help their children. You have
to do something sensible about that since we are giving
you money.

Wednesday 06th February 2019

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL, 2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane, hold
it right there Honourable Member, you will finish
tomorrow. Honourable Members, it is now 6 o’ clock,
I shall call the Leader of the House to move a Motion
of adjournment, but before I do that, let me remind you
that there will be no General Assembly tomorrow.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I move that this
House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Thursday 7th February, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
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