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Thursday 7th February, 2019
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
BOTSWANA QUALIFICATION AUTHORITY
(BQA) POWERS TO PROTECT
STUDENTS FROM INSTITUTIONS OF
LEARNING
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research, Science
and Technology to state whether Botswana Qualification
Authority (BQA) has powers in ensuring students’
protection from institutions of learning; and if so,
(i) what BQA has done so far in protecting DDT
College of Medicine students who were unfairly
awarded fail and discontinue on 31st May 2018;
and
(ii) if BQA is efficient in performing those duties.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Botswana Qualifications Authority (BQA)
has powers to protect learners from the Education and
Training Providers (ETPs).
(i) With respect to the dispute between the learners
and the DDT College of Medicine, I wish to
indicate that the Authority received a complaint
from the learners on the 6th July 2018 regarding
unfair awarding of fail and discontinue. The
Authority undertook an investigation from 9th July
to 29th September 2018 to ascertain if the ETP has
failed to comply with their policies as well as the
conditions of their registration, accreditation and
approval of the learning programme.
Mr Speaker, I wish to report that the outcomes of
the investigation by BQA which included evidence
submitted by DDT College of Medicine revealed some
inconsistences with regard to disgruntled learners’
assessment. It is on the basis of this, that the Authority
then instructed the college to reinstate the learners and
ensure compliance with its learners’ assessment policy
as was submitted during the registration of the college.
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Mr Speaker, the college failed to comply with the
Authority’s instruction and this meant that the college
was not complying with the conditions for its registration
and accreditation. The Authority is currently engaging
the college and pursuing all possible actions as provided
for in the regulations for accreditation.
(ii) Lastly Mr Speaker, I will be the first to acknowledge
that BQA could do better than they are currently
doing. The Authority therefore endeavours to
review its systems, processes and resources to
enhance efficiency amongst others by conducting
unscheduled spot-checks in various institutions
including DDT for them to be able to detect any
anomalies. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR BILLY: Supplementary. Thank you Minister. Are
you aware that the victimised students are the ones who
are said to have led the strike? They were expelled, then
reinstated and victimised through fail and discontinue.
I also want to know the status regarding those students
as we speak, are they at home or at school?
Thirdly, I would like to know whether BQA has the
power to litigate if the institution fails to do what they
were instructed? Like they said, investigations proved
that these students were victimised. What has the
Authority done to show that they have the authority to
protect the learners?
MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, I am aware that some of the
students were involved in leading the strike.
Secondly, the Authority has powers to take action
against any institution but what the Authority does
not have power over, is to litigate on behalf of the
students. The Authority as we speak is ready to assist
the students if they litigate by providing evidence they
have so far gathered. In terms of the law, the Authority
cannot litigate on behalf of the students. The concerned
students were advised by the Authority to seek their own
legal assistance and the Authority will be able to assist
them with providing the necessary evidence. That is the
current status.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Honourable
Billy, the last one.
MR BILLY: Supplementary. Honourable Speaker,
please give this question more time because we are
talking about the lives of students who are not at schools
as we speak. Please give it more time.

Hansard No 193

1

Thursday 07th February 2019

MR SPEAKER: Ask for supplementary Honourable
Member.
MR BILLY: The Minister is talking about the protection
of the learners. I want to know this, how is the ministry
and BQA protecting the learners? They can provide
evidence or assist the students to go back to school.
MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, I wish to reiterate that
the Authority as per the law, does not have the locus
standi to litigate on behalf of the students. The students
can litigate on their own and the Authority will be able
to assist the students by providing evidence where it
is needed. The learners have been advised to do that.
Currently BQA lawyers and the schools’ lawyers are
engaged with the issue of non-compliance that the BQA
established during the investigation. But for the learner
to go and litigate, BQA cannot litigate on behalf of the
learners. That is the status of the law.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Yes, I said that it was the last one.
SECOND JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL FOR
GHANZI TOWNSHIP
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Basic Education to update this
Honourable House on when a second junior secondary
school will be built in Ghanzi Township as it has been
long promised.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (MR
ARONE): Mr Speaker, my ministry is aware of the
shortage of classroom space at secondary level in
Ghanzi Township specifically Itekeng. Unfortunately,
there are no new schools planned for construction under
National Development Plan (NDP) 11, but my ministry
will submit proposals for the new school in Ghanzi at
the Mid-Term Review of NDP 11 this year.
Mr Speaker, having said that, my ministry is considering
other options to address the shortage of classrooms at
Ghanzi region. I thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae just wait,
Honourable Molao, if you still want to answer
Honourable Billy, ask him to go outside and talk, you
are making noise.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Minister for the response. Are you aware
that the school that I am talking about has been in the
plan for the past four years?

2

Hansard No 193

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR ARONE: Mr Speaker, we are very well aware, that
is why I want to assure the Honourable Member that we
are giving this issue the attention it deserves. Probably
what I can commit is that, I will take the Honourable
Member in confidence, inspect what we are trying to
do under the school expansion programme. I cannot
commit now because we are still discussing the options
on what exactly we are going to do to address the same
situation. I am very concerned about it.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you very much Mr Speaker. Thank you Minister for your
answer. What I want to know is that, since the problem
which has been prevailing in this school is countrywide,
have you not thought of introducing an afternoon shift
like it used to be, where there would be students who
attend classes in the morning and those who attend in
the evening? Most of us in this House are products of
that system, maybe it is time to go back to that, revisit it
again and see how it can work.
MR ARONE: Thank you very much Mr Speaker.
I want to thank the Honourable Member. These are
some of the options that we are really discussing.
Last year Mogoditshane Junior Secondary School
was carrying out the same programme to try and take
care of the congestion in that school, but we ended up
now using the alternative building structures, building
additional classrooms to the said school. I want to thank
Honourable Mokgware because I hope when we do
double shifting and other initiatives we are trying to do,
at least we would have Members on the other side of the
aisle appreciating what we are trying to do, because at
the end of the day this Government is saying we should
be able to provide access to education to our children.
Mr Speaker, I thank you.
UPDATE ON PROGRESS, SCOPE AND BUDGET
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF SOME ROADS
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Transport and Communications to:
(i) update this Honourable House on the progress,
scope and budget of the following roads;
(a) Thalamabele – Mosu Road;
(b) Mandunyane – Mathangwane Road;
(c) Orapa – Mokubilo resurfacing;
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(ii) confirm when the construction of these roads will
commence, and whether they were budgeted for in
the 2018/2019 financial year; and
(iii) to state the likely impact of these projects on the
communities’ livelihood upon completion.
MINISTER
OF
COMMUNICATIONS
Speaker,

TRANSPORT
AND
(MS MAKGATO): Mr

(i) The update on the progress, scope and budget is
as follows: (a) Thalamabele-Mosu road project has been
approved for award at a cost of P239, 101,422.36
by the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal
Board (PPADB) on the 29th November 2018. The
scope entails the construction of the road from
Thalamabele Vet gate to the village of Mosu
(Kgotla), which is 27.3km, an access road to
Makgadikgadi JSS, which is 400m and a 200m
access road to Mosu Primary School.
(b) Mandunyane-Mathangwane road project tender
documents have been submitted to PPADB for
vetting. At the same time the Roads Department
together with other stakeholders have started the
process of assessment of all the properties which
are affected. The exercise is still ongoing. So
far, the assessment of affected properties is as
follows: - Semotswane 16/17, Mandunyane 49/59,
Shashemooke 59/71, Borolong 77/98, Natale
13/16, Chadibe 53/59 while the assessment of the
Makobo and Mathangwane assessment is to start
shortly.
The project scope entails the construction of the main
road from Mandunyane (including Semotswane) to
Mathangwane (58.4km), inclusive of all the access
roads (23km) to schools, clinics, Dikgotla of all the
villages and road over Rail Bridge at Chadibe.
Mr Speaker, the budget for the construction of
Mmandunyane-Shashemooke-Borolong-Chadibe
Mathangwane including the access roads to Natale and
Makobo villages is P723 million including the cost
estimate for expropriation of affected properties and
relocation of services in the amount of P35 million. A
budget allocation for 2019/2020 (P85m) is in place for
construction.
(c) The scope of the project for Orapa–Mokubilo
resurfacing comprises of pothole patching,
resurfacing and road marking of the existing
deteriorated bituminous road. The project budget
is P 35 750 000.00.
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(ii) Planned start date of the projects;
(a) The commencement date of Thalamabele-Mosu
road project is scheduled to start on the 14th
February 2019.
(b) The Mandunyane-Mathangwane Road Project is
budgeted for, in 2019/2020 financial year.
(c) Orapa–Mokubilo road resurfacing is expected
to start in April 2019. It is currently at the
adjudication stage. Although planned for in the
financial year 2018/2019, it experienced some
delays in the procurement processes.
(iii) The above projects will have a favourable impact
on economic development as indicated below:
(a) Establishment of new business opportunities, and
related job creation.
(b) Envisaged growth in the informal sector.
(c) Reduction in travel time and reduced road user
costs.
(d) Creation of public transport and therefore increased
road safety by using the mode of transport. Thank
you Mr Speaker.
OFFICIAL TRIPS UNDERTAKEN BY THE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE
GAMBLING AUTHORITY
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI-PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Investment, Trade and
Industry to state:
(i) the number of official trips undertaken and/or
enjoyed by the Chief Executive Officer of the
Gambling Authority from April 2018 to date,
destinations and per diems paid by December
2018;
(ii) total number of days and nights spent away from
duty station whilst on such trips;
(iii) total amount of per diem received;
(iv) total amount spent on air tickets, hotel, catering
and incidental expenses; and
(v) whether all these trips were or are necessary when
viewed against the Authority’s short to medium
term plans.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR GOYA): Thank you
Mr Speaker. The Honourable Member’s question is
made up of six parts, and I will respond seriatim.
(i) The number of official trips undertaken by the
Chief Executive Officer of the Gambling Authority
between April 2018 to date are seven, and these
were made to the following destinations;
• Seoul (South Korea)
• Polokwane (South Africa)
• Durban (South Africa)
• Las Vegas (United States of America)
• Copenhagen (Denmark)
• Sandton (South Africa)
• Buenos Aires (Argentina)
(ii) Between April 2018 and December 2018 the total
number of days and nights spent away from duty
stations whilst on such trips is 39.
(iii) The total amount per diem received by the CEO
for all these trips is P113, 608.82.
(iv) The amount spent on air tickets is P216, 608.63.
(v) The total amount spent on hotel accommodation,
catering and incidental expenses amounted to P183,
254.93. These included hotel accommodation,
catering, airport transfers and car rentals.
(vi) These trips are necessary as viewed against
the Authority’s short to medium term plans
which objective are to create a robust regulatory
environment, expand the gaming landscape
through a licensing programme and to create a
self-sustaining business model. The authority
is a member of the Gambling Regulators Africa
Forum (GRAF) whose annual conference was
hosted successfully in Botswana in August 2018.
The Chairman of the Gambling Authority is the
Chairman of GRAF and the CEO is the Chairman of the
GRAF Technical Committee. The Gambling Authority
are also members of International Association of
Gaming Regulators (IAGR). IAGR Mr Speaker, meets
on at least an annual basis for a members’ conference
and host each conferences around the world, sharing

4

Hansard No 193

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

them equally amongst the continents where its members
are located. In 2017, IGAR Conference was in Gauteng,
South Africa and in 2018 it was held in Copenhagen,
Denmark. Therefore, there is a travel related to those
commitments which may not necessarily be initiated
from the Authority.
Lastly Mr Speaker, the primary focus of these bodies
is the sharing of best practice in the development of
laws, governance and capability for gaming regulations.
The setting of standards of compliance for machinery
and software manufacturers. It is through engagements
with these bodies that the authority has gained valuable
assistance to draft regulations, gaming rules and obtain
information when needed on entities that wish to be
licensed in the Republic of Botswana. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
STATUS OF SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT (S&CD) OFFICE IN SOME
VILLAGES OF BOTETI EAST
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
to update this Honourable House on the status of
Boipelego or Social and Community Development
(S&CD) office in Mmatshumo, Mmea, Mosu, Mokubilo
and Khwee considering the following:
(i) furniture and office space;
(ii) telephone, internet and computer availability;
(iii) transport or vehicle;
(iv) if he is convinced that the office when available
will be able to deliver services to clients like
offices in Gaborone; and if not, what he is doing to
rectify the situation; and
(v) the budget that will be needed per village to
provide for the above and when it be availed.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR AUTLWETSE): Mr Speaker, all the stated
villages or settlements have adequate office spaced to
accommodate the officers and clients. The furniture that
is available is old. However, orders for new furniture
for Boteti Sub District officers have been made; that is
for Mmatshumo, Mmea, Mosu, Mokubilo and Khwee
villages inclusive.
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Delivery of furniture is expected before the end of
this financial year. Arrangements have been made for
providing area officers with a monthly P200.00 worth
of airtime. Laptops and internet modems are being
procured for Boteti Sub District officers for all the
said villages. Orders have been made and delivery is
expected by the end of February 2019.
Due to shortage of resources, areas are clustered and
transport is used on shared basis. Mokubilo has a vehicle
that is shared by officers in Mmea, and Makgaba areas
whilst Mosu shares a vehicle with Mmatshumo. Khwee
has a vehicle, though it is due for boarding; as such, it is
relieved by a vehicle from Letlhakane.
Mr Speaker, I am convinced that with the expected
delivery of furniture by March 2019 in the said villages,
provision of airtime on monthly basis to enhance
communication, coupled with procurement of laptops
and modems as well as shared vehicles resources; that
officers will give service to the clients. The department
has no budget allocation per village. However, a Sub
District Departmental Budget is used to meet the needs
for all workers in the entire Sub District. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Minister for your answer. This arrangement
that you are talking about seems very exclusive, is it
something that you are going to see in the whole central
district, where all social workers will be given laptops
and connect…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: At Tutume.
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the Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services to state:
(i) the Ministry’s position on treaties signed with
South Africa for water usage from the Madikwe
and Limpopo Rivers by Batswana for irrigation;
(ii) if it is not time for Notwane River to be dammed
for irrigation purposes;
(iii) when the water situation in Ramotlabaki will be
improved by establishing a well field around the
Ratlokwa area instead of the distillation plant
which is now old;
(iv) when the exorbitant water charges on people
who hardly have constant water flow in their
compounds will be addressed; and
(v) if he will consider holding Water Utilities
Corporation (WUC) responsible for the metre
leakage charges as they are the supplier.
MINISTER OF LAND MANAGEMENT,
WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES (MR
MZWINILA):
(i) Mr Speaker, my ministry’s position is guided by
the treaties with South Africa for water usage
in Madikwe and Limpopo rivers for various
purposes. The Revised Botswana-South Africa
(TSWASA) agreement treaty of 2014 is one such
treaty. The agreement is between Sedibeng Water
Board (RSA) and the Water Utilities Corporation
(Botswana) and relates to the supply of water from
the Molatedi Dam on the Marico River.

MR LELATISITSWE: At Tutume. I am from the
constituency and nothing of this sort was mentioned. I
would like to know whether it is going to be given to
every officer at Tonota and Bobirwa since they are in
the central district?

Mr Speaker, the purpose of the Revised TSWASA
agreement is to ensure that there is a common
understanding on:

MR AUTLWETSE: Mr Speaker, unfortunately this
arrangement is only for the said villages in Boteti. For
this arrangement to take place, the situation is assessed
by the Council Secretary who decides on the intervention
strategy depending on the need of those villages. I thank
you Mr Speaker.

(b) the supply to the Parties of water made available
in the Marico River by virtue of the Construction
of the Scheme

MINISTRY’S POSITION ON ADDRESSING
ISSUES OF IRRIGATION, EXORBITANT
WATER CHARGES AND METRE LEAKAGES
MR B. M. MOLEBATSI (MOCHUDI EAST): asked

(a) the operation and maintenance of the scheme and
assign responsibilities to the Parties in that regard

(c) the apportionment between Parties in terms of the
cost of operating and maintaining the Scheme
Mr Speaker, under this Agreement, Botswana has been
allocated 5.03 million cubic meters for domestic supply
and 0.12 million cubic meters for Irrigation per annum,
depending on the dam levels.
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(ii) Mr Speaker, a pre-feasibility study of potential
Dam sites and off-river storage on the lowerNotwane River was undertaken in 2009 to ascertain
potential water use. Several sites were considered
inclusive of the Thagale-Notwane Confluence.
The study identified three possible dam sites;
Lethekane Ridge, Oodi weir and Mochudi weir.
The first two sites have been recommended for
further investigations. Therefore, detailed studies
of identified potential sites will need to be carried
out before a decision can be made to dam the
Notwane River for irrigation or any other purpose.

consumption by the customer. However, leakages
beyond the meter are the responsibility of the
customer. Customers are encouraged to check
their meters regularly so that they may be able to
notice unusual behavior and report it. I thank you
Mr Speaker.

(iii) The project to improve water situation at
Ramotlabaki was completed and commissioned
in December 2018 at a cost of P623 912.80.
It entailed drilling, construction, development
and test pumping of a replacement borehole
(BH11328) at Ramotlabaki. The borehole is
the only one supplying the village at a yield of
100m³/h against a village demand of 76m³/day
after the original one (BH 4271) collapsed. The
village demand is thus adequately met.
With regards to Ramotlabaki Plant being old, it is however
operating efficiently as it is adequately maintained. The
last major replacement of filter membranes and pumps
was during the 2015/16 financial year. There is no plan
to establish a new source at Ratlokwa area at this stage.
(iv) The water tariffs are reviewed periodically and
they are influenced by the actual operational costs.
The water is charged according to usage. The
tariffs are stepped, meaning that the more water
used; the more the charge.
The Government has no plans to reduce the prevailing
water tariffs as they are already highly subsidized
and are not cost reflective. The standing charge was
discontinued in 2017. The first 5000L are billed at P3.50
per 1000L and are not charged VAT. This was a deliberate
decision by Government to ensure affordability of water.
Reasons for high bills vary from customer to customer
and cannot be addressed globally by reducing the water
tariffs. Each case can only be managed on its merit
with the customer bringing it to the attention of Water
Utilities Corporation.
(v) Water utilities Corporation is responsible for
the repair of the leaking meters. The leakage of
the meter does not influence the water bill of
the customer as it will not be recorded as water

6

Hansard No 193

MR MOLEBATSI: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. One thing
that is disturbing me about water issues is that people
are charged the same amount of money. More than 100
people at Mabalane village were charged P2000 even
though they had water shortages. Minister may you
kindly tell us what is happening concerning water and
the rampant stealing of metres and taps. What measures
have you thought of to try and address this situation, to
prevent vandalism of water equipment?
MR MZWINILA: I thank you Mr Speaker. I cannot
comment on individual water charges for respective
clients. The procedure is that if a client has a complaint,
they must present it to Water Utilities and it will be
addressed. If at a point of contact they are not happy
with the service they received, they can escalate the
complaint. At the end of the day, people are charged
according to the usage. If there are mistakes or things
which are not done properly, they are corrected
accordingly.
In terms of vandalism, I do not quite see what the issue
was, I think you were saying to raise the taps or boxes,
that would not be user friendly because they have to be
accessible to the normal height of a citizen. I thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Minister still on
that issue, are you aware that there is shortage of vehicles
to transport personnel to go and take metre readings and
instead they resort to making cost estimates which when
billed to one suffering from sugar diabetes or high blood
pressure, it can send them to an early grave? How far are
you with the prepaid metre system because Botswana
Power Corporation (BPC) used to terrorise us so much
but it has redeemed itself by providing us with the
prepaid system; they do not owe anyone, they do not
cheat anyone, they do not threaten anyone, with prepaid
you only have to buy your electricity? How far are
you Minister because Batswana are fed up with Water
Utilities and this means that even you sir, if they meet
you along the way you are dead!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Laughter!) …
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MR MZWINILA: I thank you Mr Speaker. This
question is about the Mochudi area and the Honourable
Member is bringing another issue of shortage of
vehicles, which I am not aware of. If there is a shortage
of vehicles, please bring it to my attention. However,
metre readings are not just through personnel going
into the yard, we have electronic, message and internet
platforms where an individual can actually send the
reading to Water Utilities Corporation. The issue of
Water Utilities to not come to my house to read the metre
is not really an issue because if you look at all the Public
Relations (PR) we have been disseminating, if they do
not come where there is a problem, you are at liberty
to use messages, electronic or internet platforms to get
your metre reading to us so that we know what the issue
is. Prepaid metres; we have had challenges. The main
challenge when it comes to prepaid metres is removing
a possibility of possible abuse and vandalism of prepaid
metres. In other jurisdictions where they have used these
prepaid metres, people have abused the system and they
have cut the supply to the metre and made it to directly
go into the yard. Our metre readers are not just reading
metres, they are also checking to ensure that there is no
abuse or criminal activities in terms of people bypassing
the metre for direct supply into their household. We are
in the process of trying to finalise the best way to the
use of safe and efficient prepaid metres. I thank you Mr
Speaker.

provided for Judges. Where there is a shortage,
alternative accommodation has been provided
through rental from the private market or through
payment of housing allowances for Judges who
elect to stay in their own houses.

ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORT FOR
SOME HIGH COURT JUDGES
MR S. KEBONANG (LOBATSE): asked the Minister
of Defence, Justice and Security if he is aware that:
(i) some Judges of the High Court have no
accommodation because there is no budget for
provision of housing;
(ii) there are not enough official vehicles for Judges
and where they are available the vehicles are over
10 years old; and
(iii) how Government intends resolving (i) and (ii)
above.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Mr Speaker.
(i) Mr Speaker, it is not accurate to say Judges of
the High Court have no accommodation on
account of budget provision of housing. There are
institutional houses or Government pool houses

(ii) I can confirm that all transport challenges that
existed hither to, will be resolved through the
procurement of vehicles in a phase manner in the
coming financial year. Thank you Mr Speaker.
ILL-TREATMENT OF CHOPPIES GROUP OF
COMPANIES’ EMPLOYEES
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Employment, Labour Productivity
and Skills Development to explain:
(i) what is being done to address the ill-treatment of
Choppies Group of Companies’ employees;
(ii) whether it is appropriate for the company to deduct
money from employees’ salaries for shortages
incurred during their course of work;
(iii) whether it is appropriate to work long hours
without overtime pay;
(iv) if he is aware that some employees take home
salaries ranging from 0 – 300 Pula monthly due to
shortages incurred during the course of work; and
(v) what is being done to assist such employees.
Later Date.
GOVERNMENT’S DECISION NOT TO SELL
MORUPULE COAL POWER PLANT
MR S. KEBONANG (LOBATSE): asked the Minister
of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and Energy
Security to confirm whether Government has reneged
from its earlier decision not to sell Morupule Coal
Power Plant; and if so:
(i) to state the reasons for such change of heart; and
(ii) when an open and competitive tender that will
see citizens participating in the acquisition of
Morupule Coal Power Plant will be floated.
Later Date.
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PROVISION OF COMPUTERS FOR MOTSWEDI
JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARY
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Basic Education what is being done
to provide computers at the Motswedi Junior Secondary
School library in the Gaborone North Constituency and
to state:
(i) how schools are expected to operate without
computers; and
(ii) if there are any plans to connect internet services
at the school to improve students’ performance.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
ARONE): Thank you Mr Speaker.

(MR

(i) Motswedi Junior Secondary School recently
received a consignment of 25 computers for
the computer laboratory and a consignment
of six computers, scanner, UPS, projector and
printers for the administration block on the 20th
December 2018. My ministry has an ongoing
development project to provide Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) equipment in
schools, to enhance teaching and learning.
(ii) Mr Speaker, my ministry plans to upgrade local
area network with both wired and wireless cabling
in various secondary schools. Motswedi Junior
Secondary School will also benefit from this
project. The tender is at an evaluation stage for
implementation 2019/2020 financial year. I thank
you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. We
asked this question last year Minister, so you should not
think that we are asking it the first time, getting to your
December issue.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR SPEAKER: You agree that the question was asked
last year, so do not be impatient.
RENOVATION OF CLASSROOMS AND
TOILET FACILITIES AT ITEKENG JUNIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Basic Education whether:
(i) there are plans to renovate classrooms at
Itekeng Junior Secondary School which are in a
dilapidated state; and if so, how much is planned
for the project; and
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(ii) he is aware that there is only one toilet at the
school for use by over 100 teaching staff; and if
so, what is being done to address the situation.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
ARONE): Thank you Mr Speaker.

(MR

(i) My ministry is aware of the dilapidated state of
classrooms at Itekeng Junior Secondary School,
which were last maintained during the cycled
maintenance project of 2013/2014. Itekeng
Junior Secondary School is an 18 stream school
running with an enrolment of 1 044 students,
which is more than 27 streams. These enrolments
have overstretched the existing facilities and
exacerbated the current state of dilapidation.
My ministry is at an advanced stage to provide
maintenance and additional structures appropriate
for the enrolment and existing streams during the
next financial year.
(ii) Mr Speaker, there are two toilets at Itekeng Junior
Secondary School; one for female and one for
male teachers which is inadequate for the staff.
Commensurate with the growth of school, my
ministry will provide additional facilities during
the next financial year. However, as I have
mentioned earlier on, we are giving the situation
at Itekeng. That is why I am saying it is difficult to
be specific because we are trying to look at what
exactly are we going to do to try and assist the
situation. I thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you so
much Honourable Minister for your answer. The whole
of this afternoon you have been receiving complaints
and accepting that indeed the challenges are everywhere.
I therefore wonder what you are going to say about the
challenge that we are faced with in Boteti where we have
students who are taught under trees, have you thought
about how you are going to respond to such questions?
You receive reports from everywhere and you are also
aware of such problems. So do you have these in your
plan or you are just responding because you are asked
questions in Parliament?
MR ARONE: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Member, of course I have to admit because
I am aware Honourable Member. You remember last
year we kept on referring to an exercise that the ministry
has carried out, that is the school mapping exercise, that
has shown us in detail where our hotspots are. With the
little resources that we have, we are going to try. We
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may not cover the whole country Mr Speaker, but with
the hotspots we are going to try our level best that before
this financial year, we procure some projects in relation
to maintenance. I have to admit Honourable Member I
am aware, because I am on the ground. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: That should be the last one Honourable
Salakae.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. I thank you Mr
Speaker, thank you Honourable Lelatisitswe. I saw
the situation in the pictures even in Ramokgonami.
Honourable Minister are you saying you are going to
take your Permanent Secretary and his Assistant to
Ghanzi to go and check if that school needs P5000
worth of paint? You have already told your officials
that you are not going to build a school because there
is no money, so are you saying PS and Deputy PS will
be going there only to check the quotation of the paint?
I am just asking.
MR ARONE: Thank you Mr Speaker, I am shocked by
the Honourable because I take him as one of the people
who are good listeners. I was admitting that the PS and
the Deputy PS had long visited the school, we have a
report, that is what I said. I was not saying I will send
them, that is why I was confirming that even this coming
weekend, the 14th, I will be in Ghanzi. That is why I am
saying, the report that I have received and what we are
doing… calm down Honourable Member we shall help
you, we know that we are in 2019, so rest assured.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Members, for
the Ministers who are not in, we shall defer them to a
later date. Let us go to Tabling of Papers.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Arone and
Honourable Salakae.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
COMPANIES AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
AUTHORITY (CIPA) ANNUAL REPORT
2017/2018
(Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 102 OF 2017:
INCOME TAX (DONATIONS) REGULATIONS,
2017
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)

STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 67 OF 2017:
INCOME TAX (BODIES CORPORATE EXEMPT
FROM TAX) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS,
2017
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL,
2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debated)
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! We are continuing
with the debate on this Bill. When the House adjourned
yesterday Honourable Moswaane was on the floor and
he is still left with seven minutes, 19 seconds.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Starting from where I stopped
yesterday, I will start with the public servants’ salary
increment. Honourable Members, we appreciate that it
has taken too long since there has been an increment.
Since 2008 when we were affected by recession up
until 2016, we had nothing. We have now realized that
our people deserve something. Even though people are
ululating because the pyramid arrangement was used,
you should be mindful of the fact that those who are
in the lower salary scales, if you were getting P1000
it means if you are given 10 per cent increment theirs
will be P100. I suggest we should now go back to that
idea of a living wage. It is the only one that could solve
the problem so that Batswana could start living a better
life. 10 per cent for those who have been getting better
salaries is a big smile but for the one who was getting
P1500, they will get P150. With the issue of a living
wage, it will be proper if the minimum wage could be
P3000. I therefore suggest that we consider this idea
quickly because already Batswana can do their own
math and they are the consumers and their budget is not
enough. Let us quickly look into that.
Let me closely look at those who are specifically
responsible for security companies. You must also
remember the Security companies as you are paying
others. While still tackling the private sector, you must
remember them because they are our fellow Batswana,
they also want to hear us representing them because
when handling these issues, they are addressed at the
ministries, we only receive a complete report here. Let
us fairly address these issues.
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The main challenge is at Health and Wellness;
Honourable Members, Princess Marina and Nyangabwe
hospitals… I want to talk about these two because they
admit patients on referrals, but they go there in a situation
similar to that of a cow that is taken to a butchery. They
will be looking for someone to inject them so that they
can go back because there is no cure.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible) …
MR MOSWAANE: No Honourable Members, these
hospitals do not have equipment at all; all the equipment
has been boarded.
In Francistown, as we speak, it is a referral hospital but
they do not carry out operations; it is done in Mahalapye.
They expect us to accept that it is just fine although it
is a referral hospital, are we supposed to sit and watch?
You remember very well Honourable Makgato that I
once asked you a question about mortuaries in the past
years. In 2016, a mortuary had…
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MS MAKGATO): On a point
of procedure. Your problem is that you are addressing
me as a Minister of Health. Procedurally, I request you
to talk to Honourable Dr Madigele because I am now
responsible for roads, potholes and conductors.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Makgato, you could
have simply reminded him that you have moved from
Ministry of Health and Wellness. Nothing is out of
procedure.
MR MOSWAANE: No, I meant when you were still
responsible for it, she knows that I once asked her a
question showing that at Nyangabwe mortuary, out of
many of the trays that are used to store corpses, only
nine work, the remaining 18 are damaged and the
corpses can rot if they are used. If someone dies around
one, they will call you at two and say, “come and collect
your corpse, we do not have space.” That is not allowed
in Botswana looking at our lifestyles.
The other challenge is at the Ministry of Land
Management, Water and Sanitation Services. I want to
invite Parliament of Botswana to go to Francistown.
We have a land which can give us 40 000 plots, we
long asked you to see us as people who can host the
investors. We have water, land, electricity and many
more. It is distressing because we are still waiting just
like it is the case in Gaborone where there is no land.
We are pleading with you to move to Francistown, it is
allowed, you must set it as a Capital City because we
have land and everything else Honourable Members.
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Even though I discussed some of the issues with the
Minister let me stress that, in 2012, 2 500 plots were
serviced; we are now in 2019 but they have not been
allocated. I am aware that Minister found this problem
in existence, I do not want to tarnish his name but, he
should see to it that the serviced land which people have
been waiting for, for the past 18 years is allocated, where
we also waited for 10 years… this calls for someone to
be reprimanded. I am not talking about you Honourable,
but someone has to be punished.
Let me tackle this one before I finish, we do have
Village Development Committees (VDCs) or Ward
Development Committees (WDC) Honourable. It is
high time that you remember them. It is not possible
to work in this era of 2019 where VDC interacts with
Council on a daily basis in different jobs and they do
not get paid. They attend the meetings for negotiation
purposes, they are not paid, they attend different
organisations meetings, they are not paid. They only
get paid if they attend a scheduled meeting. That is why
I am saying that it is necessary for us to refrain from
giving them allowance worth P300.00 and something
and give them at least P 1 000.00 so that they can earn a
living because they work very hard; they are sustaining
the developments for this country. Let us assess this
issue.
I will conclude by saying that elders in this country,
the ones who own this land have been getting P350.00,
P550.00 for the past years, let us also add something
so that they at least get P800.00, P900.00 or P1000.00.
They will be thankful for that because we have to think
about their well-being one way or the other. Those are
issues that we have to assess as we are the only ones
who can think about them as well as amend that.
I conclude by saying, let us take care of students who
are at tertiary schools, give them what belongs to them
well on time. We are aware that we have responsible
staff but we have to pay attention to allowances every
time so that they get what belongs to them, not even in
this era where we have many challenges. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR NGAKA): Thank you
Mr Speaker. I have been under the impression that no
one loves me in Parliament. When I stood up, everyone
smiled which is a good sign that indeed you love me.
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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to appreciate
and support the budget speech for this year Sir. I do
not wish to take long so that I can give others a chance
to also comment at length to them Speech, they know
themselves. Let me congratulate Honourable Matambo
for the excellent job that he did. The speech is flowing
through the veins as one reads it, it addresses a lot, it
gives hope especially where it talks about creation of
jobs. Thank you Honourable Matambo for doing that
job.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR NGAKA: Mr Speaker, please protect me.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ngaka, ignore the side
remarks.
MR NGAKA: Even though I pointed out that I will not
take long, they attack me.
Let me give you the reason why we have the Budget
Speech every year. It is as the Minister said, that
transformation is not an event, it is a process; they
always meet to assess the possible transformation or
those that can be achieved within a year. What I liked
most is where it addressed the existing challenges, the
ones which are at the top in our nation. I had time to look
at the Budget Speech for 2017 and 2018 and compared
it to the current one, I was interested in finding out that
as we have been budgeting, as we have been talking
about developments, are they really leading us where
we want to go.
When I looked at the 2017 Budget Speech, the ministry
that was awarded more money or the one which was at
the top was that of Minerals, followed by Ministry of
Lands. I will pick only five; the Ministry of Defence,
the Ministry of Transport with 10.5 per cent, Local
Government, then other ministries, it was a Development
Budget worth P16.5 billion.
In 2018, the Development Budget was worth P19.31
billion, Ministry of Lands was leading with 17 per cent,
followed by Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Transport,
Minerals then Basic Education. But today the ministry of
Lands is leading by 19.78 per cent followed by Ministry
of Defence, Ministry of Minerals, Ministry of Transport
and Communications, Ministry of Local Government
and Rural Development. What I am trying to say here
is, I like your budget speech Honourable Matambo. This
year, you targeted our main challenges very well.
Next year, you change again so that if another ministry
has challenges gets a share followed by others.

What I can focus on or remind on is that we take money
from north bringing to the south. We have a project
that is running. Maybe there are areas in our country
where we do not supply water using pipes but there is
a lot of water underground. Or should I ask Honourable
Mzwinila to go to Debswana to benchmark or he should
call them…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT (MR MAKGALEMELE): Point
of order Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, we are listening to
Honourable Ngaka there is a meeting ongoing this side.
I mean we cannot even hear.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Goya, Honourable
Billy, Honourable Butale, please disperse. Continue
Honourable Ngaka.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Mr Speaker. When I look at
the Jwaneng mine, our diamond mine, our pride, it uses
a lot of water. They use boreholes they have drilled in
places like Maboane and Magagarape, more than 50
boreholes which have been connected with electricity
have been upgraded such that they have even installed
CCTV cameras to those boreholes. They then use a
telemetry system for communication. They are able to
see what is happening at their boreholes, to an extent
that even water pressure they are able to control while
still at the Jwaneng mine. This is intensive knowledge
that we need currently. If at all we are to change this
economy to the knowledge-based and to the now
world, we need such skills that are used by Debswana
at Jwaneng. Our boreholes this side should not be
using diesel. I encourage Honourable Matambo and
Honourable Mzwinila to look into it. It should be the
one to help in some areas this side as we have boreholes
at Masama which could be helpful, provided we use
the right system to these boreholes to see how we can
improve the water shortage that we are concerned about.
I am talking about water because the ministry got the
largest share of the budget this year.
I am talking about places such as Molepolole, I cannot
speak about Salajwe which doctors greatly advise that
if you suffer from illnesses such as high blood pressure
and others, you have to eat a small amount of salt or no
salt at all. If we talk about places where there is salty
water you find that those who suffer from these illnesses
they do not heal or improve. I should say maybe we
need a water treatment plant which can reduce that salt
and lime. Those are the things that people at Jwaneng
mine have. You can ask them and help with ideas on
how to reduce this process.

Hansard No 193

11

Thursday 07th February 2019

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL, 2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

Sometimes money is not enough, we have shortages
here and there but we should watch closely where there
is major shortage. We have Maun where there is shortage
of water, we should look closely at Maun, Molepolole,
Moshupa and Kanye. We should focus there Minister, if
truly we are on the right path and see where we can help
with relevant resources.
When you look at your ministries Honourable, I am
talking about those of Minerals who are allocated 11.5
percent of the budget, of which P1, 97 billion is the
money allocated to them. Let me commend you or them
for having electrified 72 villages last year. On top of that
number there are villages which are new to be provided
with electricity. It seems according to this budget speech,
there are continuing with this exercise, which gives me
hope that villages without electricity currently will be
electrified. I can give many examples by mentioning
villages such as Kaudwane, Sorilatholo and Tshwaane.
I am happy seeing big figures, 111 villages that you are
promising that you will think of.
I loved that last year Minister, you talked about National
Monitoring and Evaluation System which you intend to
use to assess how these developments or all these projects
are being done. Are they on time? Are they necessary?
Are they needed? Is the time frame they are on correct?
You are not getting disgruntled, you came back again
saying the Project Management Office will be availed.
It is the one to assess and confirm whether everything is
done properly in terms of awarding of tenders and guard
against things such as corruption. Let me commend
you Minister, on paragraph 58 you talked about such
programmes in your speech. It shows growth, extensive
assessment of public funds to establish whether they
are used for the intended purpose. Let me say Minister,
what satisfied my soul and heart is paragraph 88 which
was quoted yesterday by Honourable Makgalemele
where you talked about P45.1 million which is mainly
going to be used for job creation. Working together with
companies or the private sector to create employment,
let me say it is promising Minister that when we talk
about job creation we are implementing it to see how we
can improve our people’s lives by creating employment.
The fourth Ministry is Transport which is allocated P1,
85 billion (10.86 percent of the Developmental budget).
This is where I want to advise the two Ministers,
Honourable Matambo and Honourable Makgato, I have
a concern that we move in circles in the Central part
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of Botswana. When you come from Maun, passing
through Gantsi to Sekoma passing through Gaborone,
there is no route that goes straight to Orapa, Rakops or
Nata, or when someone comes from Gantsi…… listen
attentively Honourable Makgato, when someone comes
from Gantsi passing through New Xade and Old Xade,
they go straight and will end up somewhere at Shoshong.
What are we afraid of in the middle of Botswana? Let us
assess if we cannot pass through Central Kalahari Game
Reserve (CKGR). Those of us coming from Kgalagadi
going to the North, going to Francistown or Kasane…,
petrol is increased day and night. It means we are going
in circles using a lot of petrol to get in touch with other
Batswana at Kasane, Nata and Gweta. In the middle
of Botswana, it is possible to construct two or three
roads in the center of the country which will connect
the whole of Botswana. I was raising that point with the
hope that you will look into it and see how you can make
the movement of people easy looking at the fact that
there is no how services and developments can reach
people if there are no roads. Road construction is not too
expensive. We have to consider our roads first. The one
that I always talk about is the Letlhakeng/Kaudwane
road which goes to Khutse Game Reserve, and cross
over to Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) up to
Rakops. These are some of the roads which we would
like you to look at Honourable Minister. I am not in
the Committee of Supply. I was just summarizing the
issue of roads because I know that they make it easy for
the developments to reach people. A cement cannot be
transported from one point to the other if there are no
roads. I yield.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT
(MR
MAKGALEMELE):
Elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker. I agree with you
Honourable Member. During the drafting of the National
Development Plan (NDP) 11 at your constituency
the juniors at my Ministry gave me a report about the
Kaudwane National Development Plan (NDP) 11 that
all the departments agreed that a road is very important.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Makgalemele. It was indeed like that, two
constituencies reached an agreement regarding one road
which is in one constituency. Unfortunately I do not
know if we were reading the bible upside down because
it was not included in the National Development Plan
(NDP) 11.
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Honourable Minister Matambo, I am not a candidate but
my last request is that you should consider this road next
time. I will stop here and elaborate more about it when
we meet at Committee of Supply.

MR NGAKA: Who is that?

To change the economy into a knowledge-based
economy, we talk of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT), our network infrastructure in
Botswana. It is very slow Honourable Minister. I
admit that you talked about it. All the speeches from
2017/2018/2019 addressed our ICT and network
backbone.

MR MOREMI: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Ngaka Ngaka. From the budget we are given, as ICT
people will we be able to introduce cluster development
initiative which is written here as well as Special
Economic Zones (SEZ) so that they function optimally?
In Sekgalagadi we say “e e dananyana jaana?”

Connectivity is there for the cellphones if you talk of
voice calls but the main concern is that internet data is
very slow at the rural areas. I personally have accepted
that when I go to my cattle post at Moshaweng I leave
my laptops and iPhone because I know that there
is no connectivity there. There should be a network
connectivity for every Motswana everywhere they are. .
We cannot be have a knowledge-based economy and or
talk about connectivity while still using the 3G crawling
to 4G. The 4G connectivity is only is accessible here in
Parliament and city centre. It is not accessible at Gakutlo
but some other countries are now on 5G up to 7G. That
thing on its own discourages investors since they are
used to fast network in their countries. This ministry
needs some of the funds so we should focus on it. Maybe
the Ministry of Transport and Communications should
be the first one to be allocated a larger share in the
2020/2021 budget followed by Ministry of Education.
It was just an advice.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS
(MS
MAKGATO):
Clarification. My Honourable colleague I want to ask
if you are saying that according to you, in the following
budget Honourable Minister Matambo should give
me P10 billion to go and construct roads and facilitate
everyone. Is that what you are saying?
MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable. I am requesting
on your behalf. You have heard me that it might seem
like you have been allocated a large share but the things
that you have to cover with that share are also too many
to an extent that you might end up enquiring shortages
even though you have tried.
Lastly Mr Speaker, it….
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR NGAKA: I yield.

MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable Moremi. What
I was pointing out is that it was going to be better if
infrastructure, network connectivity and even the
backbone of optic fibres and those written here could
have that high speed. That is what I was pointing out.
Mr Speaker I lastly want to talk about salary increment
for public servants. I am grateful and would like to
applaud the government for hearing people’s complaints
and action on it. The issue of salary increment was
addressed very well. We wish that unions can also
say something when being called to talk about this
issue. These consultations should take place from now
onwards, they should not only take place this year and
the coming one only.
All consultations should take place whether they are about
salary increment or any other issue. Our government
should always have smooth, relevant and peaceful
consultations with who they are consulting. I applaud
the government on the salary increment consultations
which have just taken place. The increment may not be
too much but at least something has been done.
The good thing about it, is the pyramid increment,
the pyramid format which was being used whereby
those who are at the top and or having higher salaries
according to their professions are given a lower
percentage as compared to those with small salaries. It
is going to end up eliminating the lower scale. I applaud
you Honourable Minister.
I support and or accept this budget with open hands.
Thank you Mr Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me also thank you for this
opportunity to comment on the budget as presented by
the Minister of Finance and Economic Development. I
want also to congratulate the Minister for presenting the
budget…
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MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MS MAKGATO): Point of
order. Is it procedural for the Leader of the Opposition
to come to the House only when there is a television
broadcast and go out when it is not there while others
are still debating just because he has marked himself
present? Does that show responsibility?
MR SPEAKER: No, I do not have the power to
stop anyone from going outside. People should put
themselves in order. Proceed Honourable Butale.
DR P. BUTALE: … (Laughter!) … Thank you Mr
Speaker. I was congratulating the Minister for his
presentation as it has become a norm now and key
component of our Parliamentary proceedings, that
he comes to Parliament and shares with us his views
on allocation of the mega resources that we have as a
country. I also want to congratulate the Leader of the
Opposition for his presentation, as the Alliance for
Progressives, we believe that democracy thrives on
contestation of ideas and we love that contestation of
ideas that is why we welcome these ideas so that we also
get an opportunity to put our ideas forward.
I want to start my debate and contribution by saying,
we believe as a new President takes office, it is our
expectation that such an office bearer should share a very
clearly articulated vision with the public. He needs to tell
the public very clearly what his vision for the country is
and where he is driving the country. We believe if there
is such clarity in terms of vision, everything else that is
done and said by all the Ministers and everybody else,
would then become building blocks towards achieving
such a vision. We contend very strongly that we have
been deprived of a clearly articulated vision.
We have said before Mr Speaker as an example; that as
the Alliance for Progressives (AP), we are committed
to turning this country into a paragon of nation building
and prospect. We have articulated that very clearly and
consistently. Everybody who listens to us, hears our
vision and how we intend to achieve that vision. We
nudge the Government, the President and the Ministers
to help us with such a clearly articulated vision and with
such clarity of thoughts in terms of where you intend to
take the country. I think it would also help us appreciate
your expenditure patterns and what you put before us
because as we have said before, a budget is a policy tool.
We need to get clarity from you and what we need to
make of the expenditure patterns you put before us.
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I also want to quickly put on record my contention and it
is a consistent one too; we need to continue to improve
the way we do our budget. We need to continue to open
more our budgetary process. I have said this before that
as a Member of Parliament, I feel left out. I feel like I
need to play a much more active role in the process of
producing that which ends up becoming the budget of
the country. As we do now, we have a very bad approach.
I think in the past couple of years, it was better. We had
some budget workshop that took place a week before
the budget is presented. If I am not wrong Minister, I do
not remember attending one this year.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
DR P. BUTALE: It was, okay. We need to do much
more than a budget workshop. We need to open it up
more. As you know, we have not been doing very well
in terms of the open budget indexes and all those things.
We need to learn from other people who are doing much
better. I think this is a point I would want to repeat.
Mr Speaker, I have said this a couple of times since I
came to Parliament, that we want a change in the way we
do our budget and the way we report in this Parliament.
We need clear targets and timelines in terms of what we
want to achieve. It would help us when we have clear
articulated targets so that we can then hold the Minister
and his Government accountable if they do not seem to
be going in the direction they promised us they will go.
We should also state very clearly that these clear targets
and timelines will help us report at the outcome level.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Wait Honourable Butale,
Honourable Lotlamoreng, no, it is noisy! Honourable
Majaga, Honourable Tshireletso and Honourable Goya,
disperse. Stand up Majaga and go to your seat.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was saying
that clear targets and timelines would help us to report
at the outcome level which is what I have always cried
for. We do not need to be told all the time that we used
this much money and not be told clearly what that
money and expenditure led to, in terms of the outcome
of such an expenditure. A change in the way we present
our budget, targets and the way we deprive our budget
of clear timelines, would assist us going forward and
improve us in this attempt to govern this country.
The fact that the Minister spoke last time of the National
Monitoring and Evaluation System, this time around
he does not give us clear performance information on
whether the plans he articulated to improve our education
system and project implementation are working. For

Thursday 07th February 2019

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL, 2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

example; he provides no performance information on
whether those plans are working or not. Instead, the
Minister tells us about the project management office,
which is an addition to something that he presented last
time. He is not giving us performance data, to show if
what he proposed in the past is working or not.
Mr Speaker, I started by saying we have been deprived
of a clear vision by the sitting President, who happens
to be turning a year or so, a month from now in office.
When you look at what he has been doing, what he has
been gesturing towards us, you would think his focus
has been to try and entrench good governance and
rule of law. I think that is what roughly one would say.
Mr Speaker, we have said very clearly as the Alliance
for Progressives, that what this country needs is
transformation of our institutions and economy. If we
transform our governance structures, then this rough
idea of a vision I have would be possible.
The Minister suggested in his presentation of the budget
that they would want to root out the gut-rot of corruption
from our system. I wonder whether this is yet another
pronouncement as has been done numerous times
before. Why do I say it is another pronouncement that
amounts to nothing but tokenism? It is because if you do
not transform our governance structures, if you do not
announce promptly and clearly that oversight institutions
such as the Directorate on Corruption and Economic
Crime (DCEC), Auditor General, Ombudsman, will
be independent henceforth, then you have not started
talking. If you do not announce the relocation of the
DCEC from the Office of the President, then you cannot
talk about fighting corruption. You announce it because
you think people expect you to announce it. You cannot
achieve what you are saying unless there is a structural
transformation of these governance structures. You
also need to say very clearly that you will adequately
capacitate these oversight institutions to make sure they
have enough resources to discharge their mandates.

told of this radical move of ensuring independence of
such structures. You cannot talk about good governance
when you still do not adhere to the doctrine of separation
of powers. You still have a Parliament that is for all
intends and purposes, a department in the Office of the
President. Our Parliament was tasked not long ago with
the huge task of holding an inquiry into the National
Petroleum Fund (NPF), and I stood where I am standing
here, and I told you that nothing will come out of this
because this Parliament is not properly capacitated; this
Parliament does not have the technical knowhow and
does not have its own budget office, its own professional
setup to be able to do this. We know right now that we
are all waiting endlessly, hopelessly for a report on the
National Petroleum Fund. You cannot say that you are
going to have rule of law and good governance when
you have an over domineering Executive that feels and
finds it okay to treat other arms of Government as mere
subsidiaries and subordinates to it.

MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification.
Honourable Member, is it possible to deal and root out
corruption without having structures that are going to be
overseeing and controlling corruption and making sure
that it does not prevail?

I also want Mr Speaker, to very clearly and very strongly
say that good governance relies on transparency and
accountability. I know that the President spoke about
declaration of assets, and we commend him for that,
but just one law every now and then would not help
us. We need to change our governance structures.
In addition to the declaration of asserts, we need to
entrench in our system, an effort to make sure that we
as a system, promote transparency. I say it all the time
here that secrecy is corrosive, the fact that you seem
to be leaning more towards secrecy than transparency
is the reason why you would wake up tomorrow and
find that hundreds of millions are missing and you were
not aware that somebody was looting. So, as a system,
we need to transform, we need to come up with laws
such as access to information. You need to ensure a
free and unfettered press. You need to ensure a proper
whistleblowing protection law not the one that you
passed here, one that also extends protection of reporting
of impropriety even to the media who have done so well
in fighting corruption. Right now your whistleblower
protection law does not protect whistleblowers who
take information to the media because you want to curb,
you want to make sure that we do not have a free and
unfettered press.

DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Kgoroba. It is
almost impossible. I think it is sad because people are
saying things that if we say, it will be music to the ears
of Batswana. We say it because we want to be politically
correct. I think commitment will be shown if we were

We also need transformation Mr Speaker, in terms of the
security sector reform. The reason why you would have
institutions such as the DIS becoming law to themselves
is because there is no control; there is no accountability.
Changing the head of DIS would not help us, it is very
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easy for the current Director General of DIS to end up
like the one that was there before because the laws, the
excesses are still there. So, I think Mr Speaker, we need
these transformations if we are going to talk about using
the resources of this country optimally.
Mr Speaker, we say every time that we will take the
bulk of our resources to the education sector because we
want to show the nation that we care about education,
but I have said it before that if you do not transform
the systems, no matter how much quantums you
throw at the problem, you will still have poor results.
If you do not show commitment to changing towards
a technically based education system that will provide
the kind of skills sets that we require in a knowledge
based economy, then we will still have challenges. I
am talking about knowledge based economy, technical
knowhow, but I know that we still struggle with the
basics. In 2014 in primary schools across the country;
if that is not the case, it is the case in my constituency,
the ministry went and collected books as an example;
text books since 2014. Those books have not been
brought back, teachers have to provide and produce
results without basics such as text books and stationery.
So, when you talk at the high level, when you dream
big, you are reminded by the reality that tells you we
are failing to get the basics right, stationery and things
like accommodation for teachers. We are failing to feed
our children, our pupils at primary school level. So, I
am constrained to even begin to engage in some sort of
sophisticated thinking because the reality tells me we
are failing to do even the basics. In the beginning of this
year Mr Speaker, as an example, in some of my schools
in the constituency, some classes went for four months
without teachers because apparently the teacher was
being transferred, from a school in your constituency
coming to Gaborone Central. You can imagine; how are
you going to compensate for those four months.
I want to say Mr Speaker, as I speak about labour issues
in just a nutshell, I am always surprised that we would
have temporary teachers whose contracts keep on being
extended. I would think that these extensions would
suggest that there is need for such a teacher.
You have special constables Minister, in the beginning,
they were given six months’ contracts, then they were
given two years’ contracts, these people keep working
like this, but they cannot be absorbed and hired. I want
to say Mr Speaker, that if we were serious about public
sector productivity, we need to hire all these special
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constables. I know that the Minister of Education said
they are going to be hiring more teachers, we need to
hire all the special constables because if you look at it
Mr Speaker, some of them came to my office, they were
telling me, “I have been given two years, now when I am
supposed to be absorbed into the Police Service, I am
told you are too old to be absorbed,” you served for too
long inside the police service. So, if we want to adopt
a holistic approach towards improving the livelihood of
our people, these are the things that we need to do. A
holistic nuanced approach to improving the livelihoods
of our people. I think we also need to adopt a holistic
and very nuanced approach to incentivizing good
performance. I think that indeed is good, that we see
that the labour unions have agreed with Government
that there will be some increments, and we want to
congratulate the fact that this was done in a cordial
manner and we encourage this to happen all the time.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of clarification. While you
are still there, I want you to clarify something, I heard
you saying two years, two year contracts in the police
service. Do you not think they have already served
for ten years as Special Constables, I just wanted you
to straight away say they have already served for ten
years and since they have nothing, they are retrenched
because they are considered to be old for the post…
DR P. BUTALE: Yes, that is what I wanted to say that
they were there until they reached that old age and now
they are retrenched. That is what I wanted to say Sir. So,
I think what I was trying to say about incentivizing good
performance is that, as you increase for the public service
workers, do not forget the fact that in the private sector
more especially those that I am talking about who are in
the security sector, there is rampant abuse of workers’
rights, some of them go for months without pay, some
of them work without even work permits. So, I think a
holistic approach tells us that you do not only have to
look at labour issues on the public sector. I think there
is need for a holistic approach because it will dictate Mr
Minister, for us to also look at everything else that is
there to increase the allowances of the tertiary education
students, allowances of VDC, allowances of Old Age
Pensions all increased within the margins of what the
economy can afford. I should just reiterate that, ‘within
the margins of what the economy can afford.’
Mr Speaker, I also want to quickly run through what I
think we should encourage the Minister to do. We want
the Minister to look and speak to his colleagues in the
ministry and Government to start a paradigm shift in
terms of approach to development. I think I have said
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this before that Nobel Laureate, an economist; Amartya
Sen tells us that we need to look at development as
capacitation. I want us to ensure that when we look at
our children out there who have amazing ideas, they are
entrepreneurs, they want to be assisted and capacitated
within what they want, understand and are passionate
about. The way we are doing it now, where we want
to come up with solutions and be prescriptive, is the
reason why our Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises
(SMMEs) are not working. If we want to grow this
economy, we need to change the way we look at
development and look at it as capacitation.
Mr Speaker, we, as the Alliance for Progressives (APs)
believe that we need to adopt a long-term view to
projects. We say that if we are to change the face of this
country and transform this economy, we need to look at
a 40 to 100-year view of major infrastructural projects
to make sure that indeed this economy moves towards
industrialisation. We also want to state clearly that as
a country, we can revisit how we managed signature
deals that we adopted and achieved in the 1960s. We
need to look at whether it is still prudent for us to have
a relationship with De Beers or with other major players
in the diamond sector to make sure that we have more
value for money. I think we need to say this Mr Speaker.
On the issue of unemployment; Mr Speaker, I have said
that unemployment is a ticking time bomb. I have put
a Motion that I intend to present before this Parliament
that, we need to declare unemployment as a national
crisis and agree as Parliament to ask Government to
hold expeditiously an all-stakeholder job summit with
clear timelines and targets to make sure that we come up
with the jobs that we need so badly.
Mr Speaker, on this issue of job creation, I want to quote
the speech that was presented recently by the President
of the Alliance for Progressives during our January
policy address. If you allow me Mr Speaker, I would
love to quote.
MR SPEAKER: Quote Sir.
DR P. BUTALE: “In the bold new way of governing
in the New Botswana, where political institutions are
inclusive and power broadly distributed, our institutions
will be geared towards transforming the structure of the
economy from an economy dependent on diamonds, on
Government and on consumerism to one that is value
adding, with a modernised agriculture, manufacturing,
tourism and services sector that feed our people and

keep hundreds of thousands of them at work in high
paying jobs. The law of minimum wages that are decent,
although necessary, can never give our people, as a
well-structured booming economy would, sustainable
high paying jobs, which is one of the ultimate ambitions
of the New Botswana, of course we will set minimum
wages but standards will be structured based on informed
analysis of what our economy can genuinely sustain
without economic ruin. Our ambitions in six years in
the New Botswana are to grow our economy by at least
10 per cent on average, drive non mineral exports to at
least 40 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and
shrink unemployment from 19 to less than 10 per cent,
augment manufacturing output to 20 per cent of GDP,
and make Botswana a transport hub for the 277 million
strong Southern African Development Community
(SADC) market.”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR P. BUTALE: Yes, this is the Budget Speech that will
be presented in detail by the President of the Alliance
for Progressives on Monday, but we dream about this
New Botswana. We have seen it, we look at Botswana,
we know what it is capable of and we encourage you
Batswana to think as if the box does not exist. Do not
think outside the box, think as if the box does not exist
and come with us to the New Botswana. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
MR BATSHU (NKANGE): Thank you Mr Speaker for
giving me an opportunity to comment on Honourable
Matambo’s Budget Speech for the coming financial
year.
Let me applaud you Minister for giving us this excellent
speech which is brief and direct to the point of exactly
what is needed in our country. I read this speech and
compared it to the State of the Nation Address (SONA)
which was given to us by His Excellency last year. I also
want to congratulate the Leader of Opposition for taking
his time to address us as a Parliament. Just as I always
say, the way in which someone who is ruling sees things
is not similar to how a spectator sees things. I usually
say that when we are at playgrounds, when the team is
playing; when they are sweating, we as spectators will
keep saying if it was me, I would have done this. That is
why whenever I look at these reports, I look at them in
that light. I commend him for what he presented to us.
We have to commend the Government of Botswana
through Minister Matambo for sustaining or expanding
the economy of Botswana since independence to date.
We have to commend the Minister of Finance and his
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staff for ensuring that economic sources made it possible
for us to have an improved economy. I want to put more
emphasis on this because when we talk about the budget
speech, the nation, Batswana and investors will be
listening to the speech, that gives them hope. This hope
has to be sustained so that Batswana or anyone who will
be listening when these promises are made, they do not
lose hope on the Government or this Parliament. I am
saying this because Honourable says that some money
which was for developments will be returned to the
Government as it was not used. We always complain
about implementation within the Government, the issue
of failing to implement what was promised to Batswana,
it is not good. What worries me the most is the fact that
it is like it is ongoing; it is like it will never end. I did
not see where Honourable Matambo indicated within
the statement that; the Government researched about
this problem or how to overcome it, because Batswana
are promised many things and they are never done.
Honourable Moswaane said Ministers are to blame but
I say on the contrary, it is the Accounting Officers like
Permanent Secretaries, they are the ones who sign for
this funds looking at the plan. I say so because they
sometimes overpower the Ministers.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR BATSHU: No, it is happening, at times you
can tell that Ministers are in a lot of trouble. I wish
the Government could sit down and investigate this
blockage, what causes it and come up with a solution.
I should thank my colleague, the Chairperson and his
Committee of Finance and Estimates, we should agree
that as Parliament of Botswana, which permits the
release of funds and end up returning the said funds, if
Mr Speaker could allow us to go and sit with Accounting
Officers for them to explain to us. To meet with them
will maybe help influence Parliament to one day not
release funds because it seems there are no plans for
funds utilisation. We cannot always make promises to
Batswana that we fail to fulfil. Parliament will have to
refuse to release funds some time, we cannot be doing
the same thing, planning for the funds yet not doing
what we promised Batswana, leaving them with high
hopes.
I want to indicate that the budget has to focus on the
delivery of National Development Plan (NDP) 11, to
see if it is in line with that. We know that volume II of
Development Plan 11 has a programme of delivery of
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those programmes. That is why during the Committee of
Supply, I assume that every Minister will be focusing on
what we have promised Batswana in NDP 11. Example:
at my constituency I know in the next financial year;
NDP 11, there is P40 million for Tutume Primary
Hospital. It is written, it was passed here. That is what
we will be focusing on during Committee of Supply to
see if these promises are delivered?
We hope that this budget will do what we promised
Batswana because if we do not do that, it will not look
good for us. We have a concern because when projects
are not done, you ask us and we also look at the Gazette.
A tender will appear on the Gazette; that the TutumeMaitengwe road is being tendered and this is the closing
date, from there it is tendered for the second and third
time. What are we expected to do when things are done
like this? You will find that even the damage caused
by the heavy rainfalls of Dineo in March 2017; if you
make the mistake of using the Tutume-Maitengwe road,
what you will see you will not believe that we are in
Botswana. Now when it is said that funds are available
and the tender is released then cancelled, where are
we going ladies and gentleman? These things make
Batswana lose faith in us, that is why I want to request
Government that if there is a problem with the tendering
and procurement process, if it is a law, it should be
brought here so that we amend it so that what we
promised Batswana is delivered on time.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS
(MS
MAKGATO):
Clarification. Thank you very much Mr Speaker,
thank you honourable colleague for yielding. I wanted
your help on this issue; when you look at this issue
of contractors who have decided that every time
when a tender is awarded, they are going to complain
and everything is halted and we go to court and then
retendering again then after tender awarding they still
complain, when you look at it, what can be done so that
it does not interfere with taking resources to Batswana?
MR BATSHU: Government should sit down and
identify the problem and the solution. I cannot come
up with the solution right now, but if you consult me
outside Parliament, I will come up with ideas…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR BATSHU: …there is the issue of unemployment…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
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MR BATSHU: I do not have time. I have to say I
appreciate that in the budget we see money amounting
to P45.1 billion or 66 per cent being allocated for
procurement of goods and services from the private
sector. I love that there will be employment creation.
If the tenders will be awarded in a way that won’t
interfere with us taking resources to the people, I would
be very grateful. I remember that during the State of the
Nation Address (SONA), we were told that a National
Employment Policy will be there in March 2019. We
would be thankful. I believe we are heading towards
solving our problems if we come up with such policies.
There are issues….
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT
(MR
MAKGALEMELE):
Correction. Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable Batshu,
if I remember correctly in the State of the Nation
Address, His Excellency the President said during the
financial year 2019.
MR BATSHU: No, I have been looking at it, it said
March 2019, thank you. We believe we will get there.
One other thing that causes concern regarding issues of
unemployment is that there is still public officers who
have passed the age of retirement and are still employed.
I request the Government to go and check and those who
have reached retirement age should leave, make way for
the youth in the streets. Let that be done.
Another thing I want to comment on is the issue of
maintenance of Government facilities. Government
facilities; roads and buildings as is the norm should be
included in the Budget as maintenance, there should
be money allocated for that. It should be done because
if not, roads become worn out, that then calls for
reconstruction. Expensive buildings and schools are
damaged; Maintenance is being done slowly not knowing
causes of the delay because annually there is money for
maintenance. If it is the issue of implementation, ladies
and gentleman we have a problem because the buildings
are going to collapse on our citizens. Maintenance
should be done as funds are availed and the roads
should not be completely damaged as they will have to
be redone again.
One sector I thought would be in the top five this year
on the budget allocation is Agriculture. The Ministry of
Agriculture as I see it, is one sector where jobs could
be created. To have Agriculture at 2.8 percent of the
Budget, we have to relook at this issue. Agriculture;

we used to be a beef country and slowly we are losing
that status of a meat producing country; it is fading. I
do not know where we intend to go. My advice is that
we should stand up for our beef market and take it back
where it used to be. Even if we might have problems
of operation at Botswana Meat Commission (BMC),
let us come with other ideas of how the country can be
known for beef because the cattle is there. In the North,
the Francistown BMC has long been shut down, we do
not know where to take the cattle but rather to wait for
someone to die then go and sell. We cannot rear cattle
in the country then have no place to sell them; when we
used to have an economy based on beef. Let us stand up
for this Ministry so that in the next budget they get funds
enough to develop the Agricultural sector. In the North,
there is still rainfall, when we talk about poverty, people
still plough, if they could get assistance in the coming
years, we would not have abject poverty in the North
where I come from especially in my constituency. I know
that they are feeding themselves through farming except
only for situations where elephants destroy their fields.
If we can have an initiative to support them through
Integrated Support Programme for Arable Agricultural
Development (ISPAAD) and another initiative to ensure
that elephants stay where they are supposed to stay, the
poverty eradication funds which are being taken from
the budget were going to be reduced. Let us be serious
about Agriculture.
I want to touch on the issue of rule of law. We still need
peace which has been prevailing in our country since
1966 so that our children can also grow in abundant
peace which we ourselves grew up experiencing; rule of
law. These cases where people break the law and then
walk free after that are making our country an unsafe
environment. Everyone who breaks the law should be
taken to the court of law so as to face the consequences
of their actions. If these delays have been caused by the
fact that those who are supposed to help us did not have
funds, then they should be allocated funds so that the
culprits are taken to the court of law and criminals are
put where they belong.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Hold it right there Honourable
Batshu. Where you were talking about “criminals being
put where they belong.” you will proceed at 4:20p.m.
Let us take a short break.
PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED AT 4:00 P.M. FOR
APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES
PROCEEDINGS RESUMED AT 4:20 P.M.
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable members, take your
seat so that we proceed with the business for the day.
Proceed Honourable Batshu.
MR BATSHU: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was still
saying that we should maintain the rule of law. Anyone
who breaks the Botswana law should be taken to the
court of law so that we set an example to those who
might have ideas of breaking the law like we are seeing
cases being delayed. People steal other people’s cattle.
They are granted bail and then they go and repeat the
same thing. This does not only apply to stock theft, even
murder cases. This situation will not favor us moving
forward.
There is one thing that I want to remind Honourable
Matambo regarding issues of breaking the law. It is
unprofessional to invite television broadcast to come
and broadcast when people are being detained. If
Botswana Unified Revenue Service (BURS) is arresting
the suspects, it is unprofessional to call the media to
come and broadcast live. We have never seen such
incidents taking place in other countries. If we have
been inviting the media to come and broadcast how
we arrest these people, then we have to stop. It is
unprofessional especially when dealing with issues of
tax. We are trying to attract potential investors to our
country and obviously people have issues of tax. We
should withdraw from doing that before we become a
laughing stock to other countries.
I want to talk about productivity in the work place. For
there to be productivity in the workplace, there should
be motivation from the management. One way to
motivate workers is through salary increment amongst
other things. We should be grateful that our public
sector unions managed to have fruitful consultations
with the government regarding salary increment. The
spirit of consultations is what we need in the Botswana
Democratic Party (Domkrag) government.
The public sector is not the only sector which needs the
increment. Some of us have the responsibility to meet up
with different unions, some for security, retailers who are
also saying that their working conditions together with
salaries should be improved. Their salaries can only be
improved after going to the Minimum Wages Advisory
Board. It was just a request that as the government, we
should think about these people instantly so that they
one day receive news that the minimum wage has been
looked into and their salaries will soon change. When
public servants are pleased with salary increment,
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other workers at different sectors; for example, petrol
attendants and tellers will then start wondering why their
salaries have not been increased. My advice is that the
Minimum Wages Advisory Board should meet urgently
so that we can soon hear the government announcing
that the minimum wage will be assessed. Water and
electricity contributes to economic development. I am
grateful that the budget has given a larger share of funds
to that Ministry. There is hope that as I was talking about
implementation which is failing…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR BATSHU: the Minister is saying that they will use
it even though World Bank has long given them funds
so that they connect water from Ntimbale to Tutume.
That has not yet happened. That is why we are saying
that implementation will humiliate us. It will seem as if
we are telling people that the funds are there while in
actual fact they are not. We hope that this budget will
give us reliable water supply. Honourable Molao and
some of us who get water supply from Majerengwa
sometimes encounter water shortages without knowing
reasons why the situation is like that and sometimes we
are told that it might be due to the fact that the river was
overflowing hence destroying some dams.
I am grateful that Minister Ngaka Ngaka has just told
us that Debswana Mine has placed cameras there. They
can see what is happening there. Minister for Land
Management, Water and Sanitation Services, those dams
should have cameras so that people who are at Masunga
can also see what is happening at Majerengwa to avoid
making assumptions of what might be happening there.
Funds should be allocated so that we can have water
and electricity at all times since they promote economic
growth.
I was at Tutume Sub Council last time when they were
looking at their budget for next year. They received a
notification that their funds had been reduced. It was
disheartening to hear that the funds had been reduced.
From the remaining funds, they looked into the terminal
benefits to see how much they can get before distributing
it amongst other duties of the council which needs funds.
They were left with nothing. Maybe it was before the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
knew how much funds were going to be allocated to her
Ministry. Local authorities need to be given funds. They
are only holding on to the terminal benefits from the
councilors. It is going to be a sad situation in the next
financial year. I am requesting that these councils be
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assisted. They have also decried lack of stationery that
we have slashed 50 per cent from the stationery budget.
Schools without stationery, especially schools which
already do not have textbooks …I am also grateful that
the Ministry of Education has been allocated a sizeable
share. We hope that schools will be provided with
textbooks; are scheme books used for preparation?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.
MR BATSHU: Where I come from, teachers use
exercise books for preparation because there is no
stationery, it is an embarrassment in today’s Botswana.
Here is the budget, the Ministers should ensure that
delivery takes place. Permanent Secretaries, ensure that
these funds benefit Batswana.
The issue of land; we have a crisis situation where
currently Batswana are not allocated plots. The question
was answered here that there are around 1.2 million
pending applications; majority of them are five years old.
Honourable Members, not allocating plots to Batswana
disturbs economic growth. Young people have saved up
their money in banks awaiting land allocation to build.
These young people even fail to apply for loans in banks
to go and build. If this lack of land allocation is due to
budgetary constraints, Land Management has now been
allocated a lot of money. They should go and do their
work, we are asking for land from the Government.
Issues of health have been addressed and I believe that
National Development Plan (NDP) 11 contains certain
health developments. I believe that this budget will
indicate that what was agreed in Parliament will be
carried out.
I want to conclude with the issue of Village Development
Committee (VDC) members. I recently asked a
question enquiring if they cannot be given a permanent
allowance because at the moment they are more or less
working fulltime more especially in supervising these
P10 million projects. It is a fulltime employment; they
are not paid for a number of things. I hope that Local
Government and Rural Development like we promised
that we are doing something, will increase VDC
members’ allowance. If possible they should attract
monthly allowances because they are now incurring
costs as they are doing a tough job of serving the nation
using their resources.
Lastly, I want to commend citizen empowerment
programmes such as Youth Development Fund (YDF)
and Women Economic Empowerment. Let me mention
here that there is a group of Batswana who it seems

have not been included in empowerment programmes,
especially those whose age range between the youth and
the old age pensioners. The majority of these people
once worked, have experience and given an opportunity
in a programme that focuses on empowering them, they
could improve the economy of Botswana. That is why
I am making a request that going forward, these people
who it seems we have not included them in anything,
though we have Integrated Support Programme for
Arable Agricultural Development (ISPAAD) and
other programmes available, they should have an
empowerment programme which is directly focused
on them. I am of the belief that those funds will not be
wasted because they will be used by mature people with
experience.
Thank you Mr Speaker.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Mr Speaker and let me
also thank Honourable Matambo for the thoughtful
and impactful speech that he gave to this Parliament a
few days ago. I want to believe that preparing a Budget
Speech is one tedious work. It is a backbreaking work
where you spend a lot of time deliberating on issues that
are pertinent to this very economy, where various teams
including the Thematic Working Groups (TWGs),
ministries, departments, stakeholders and Bank of
Botswana are involved in coming up with a speech like
yours Honourable Minister. I also want to thank and
congratulate in a special manner His Excellency the
President for having masterminded the generation of
this Budget Speech, his first speech after he assumed
power last year April.
I want to proceed Mr Speaker that this speech is
thoughtful and it is impactful because it invoked
a memory. It put us down the memory lane from
independence up to now, in that all the struggles and
achievements were crystalised in a simple manner while
you peruse the document, you start to remember and
reminisce about what we went through as a country.
It also reminded us that in the yesteryears, we used to
have a very high economic growth rate, approximating
around 10 per cent, up until the years of 1999, 2000.
After that, things have been a bit tougher because of the
fact that now the world is borderless or the borders are
porous in that we are living in a global economy.
I want to pay tribute Mr Speaker to the founding fathers
of our nation, including all the Parliaments from the first
Parliament to the current Parliament for having taken
good care of this economy and this democracy, amidst
other things that go on around the world.
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I want to start by saying that Botswana indeed has a
lot of opportunities. From where I stand, it needs us,
the younger ones to be steadfast and ready to drive this
economy. The younger generation I think, and I believe
that it needs to be empowered more with legislative
framework that is strong enough to make sure that,
that which we preach, that which we dream, they can
be able to drive this economy because as we dream
towards Vision 2036 Mr Speaker, it is like most of us
would not be necessarily there, of course God forbid.
We wish to be there in 2036 when we hopefully have
achieved a high-income economy where people will be
very rich. We would have produced many millionaires
and billionaires in this country. I want to agree with you
Minister with some of the salient points that you have
raised or initiatives that this Government is coming up
with, especially with the cluster development approach.
I want to believe that as we embark on the cluster
development, there are some very many quick wins of
which we already have the first stage of development
in the economy; for instance, the coal beneficiation.
There are acres and acres and millions of tons of coal
underneath the earth of this country…
MR MOREMI: Point of clarification. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Honourable Madigele, while still on that one
of Cluster Development initiative, you can conclude
by stating how it associates with the hubs? We used
to delight over the hubs so I do not know if there is
somewhere where they connect or it is the same thing as
Cluster Development initiative?
DR MADIGELE: Thank you very much Speaker
and thank you Honourable Kgosi Tawana. I think
it is a question of semantics Mr Speaker, because a
hub and a cluster, it is a confluence of similar things
trying to achieve a similar purpose or coming up with
similar solutions. With regard to the coal strategy Mr
Speaker, I think we need to do more in that we need
to facilitate an environment that will be conducive to
make sure that we get as much benefit from coal as
possible. There is research going on all over the world
and indeed one of our institutions Mr Speaker, namely
Botswana International University of Science and
Technology (BIUST), has embarked on Research and
Development (RND), pursuing the benefits of coal to
liquids technology of which thousands of jobs can be
generated from the various industries along the value
chain, of benefiting the coal value chain. Within the coal
to liquid byproducts, you would remember Mr Speaker
that, I know you are a student of green technology, you
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have things like petrol, diesel, kerosene and of course
tar, which could be used to assist us to bituminise
the roads Honourable Moipisi. So Mr Speaker, I hear
Honourable Kgosi Tawana Moremi saying maybe a 100
000 jobs, I believe going towards a coal beneficiation,
bearing in mind that although we have had situations
regarding BCL mine, still there is a lot of importance
and benefit that could come from the value chain in
extracting copper. In medicine for instance, various
ointments and treatments use the copper-nano particles,
for instance; copper sulphate that we use for our skin
disorders, dermatophytosis…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Dermatophytosis!
DR MADIGELE: They always brag about Harvard, so
let me do the same with medicine two minutes.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Laughter!)…
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
we also have to explore, I think it is something that
we tend to forget, which is linked to the base metals
or precious metals and rocks, namely the dolerites and
granites, of which, I have been told or I have learnt that
there is so much abundance of these across the country.
I want to believe that or I have also learnt that most
of these aggregates, we import from other countries. I
think it is about time Mr Speaker, that we invest more
on these other things that can generate jobs, help us
to industiralise our country of which I believe we are
far behind. As we continue to talk about the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, I do not believe that we are nearer
to that, we are still far away, maybe the third one. I think
facilitating the industrialisation through beneficiation,
through a situation where we force development to
occur, that is the way to go. Even with respect to the soda
ash that we mine in the Sowa area, various industries
can come out there, chemical industry, a robust cleaning
chemical industry can be accrued from making sure that
we implement these clusters.
It is not only within the mineral beneficiation Mr
Speaker, with tourism beneficiation as well, a lot has been
said and I am happy that there are various paragraphs
talking to tourism as a possible engine of growth. As we
continue to pursue and develop the tourism industry, it is
very important that we involve the communities. I think
we have in the past made a mistake of forgetting that
tourism areas are in tribal areas, and it is very important
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that the communities there, actually benefit from the
tourism industry so that they can be involved. I thought
about this the other day that, in most of these tourism
areas, the majority of the communities ironically are
poor. Looking at the Okavango and Chobe areas, I think
it is very important that we involve communities from
the word go, not after coming up with strategies. I think
as early as when starting to develop strategies, so that
there is ownership from the word go.
Mr Speaker, I am glad there are various policies that
the Government has started, that have borne fruit, but
more needs to be done, for instance with the Economic
Diversification Drive (EDD). There is evidence that
some ministries are not really keen on implementing
EDD. The relevant minister has to come up with a
framework, maybe a legislative framework that can
compel these ministries to purchase goods and services
that are produced locally. Not as a directive, a directive
is not quite strong because it would be superseded by
a legislation. I think maybe something strong, along
the lines of a statutory instrument or whatever, so that
we can have movement in this area, where we can
have people producing goods, providing services that
Government can purchase from our people, of course
with the necessary quality assurance.
Mr Speaker, in the same token, I want to posit that
the development of Special Economic Zones (SEZ) is
extremely slow, is worryingly slow. This SEZ Act was
passed in my first year of Parliament if I remember well,
and it has been four years now, nothing has really moved,
but on passing this wonderful piece of legislation, we
believed that it was one of the areas that will actually
drive this economy. I think that coming up with an
excuse like maybe our population is small, it is not a
good enough excuse Mr Speaker, because I have looked
at other countries that have an almost similar population
to ours. Countries such as Mauritius, there is one
particular country called Luxembourg in Europe, which
has a small population, landlocked, but they have robust
industrial legacy by coming up with a paradigm shift of
going for industrialisation, leveraging on technology. I
believe that we still can be able to do this, it just needs
a little twig somewhere to make sure that we achieve
this. I also believe going forward Mr Speaker, we need
to review the areas allocated to Special Economic Zones
(SEZ)s. I think by the time they were chosen, they
excluded other areas that we believe are also the quick
wins, areas like Mmathethe and Goodhope which are
very good in grain production, which is very important

for food security and areas like Kgalagadi, which
could be chosen for small stock production. I was also
surprised to learn that there is actually a small stock
abattoir being developed in Tsabong, whereas nothing
is done to make sure that it will be functional in terms
of having products that go through the value chain of
that abattoir.
Mr Speaker, I am worried like other Members of this
august House that, agriculture continues to receive small
or meagre monies when it comes to allocations. I do not
know if it is the fault of the Ministry of Agriculture,
or it is the fault of us as a Government of not putting
agriculture at the top of our agenda.
Agriculture, like we all know, used to be the engine
of growth in the early 70s, late 60s and the good thing
about agriculture is that it can provide for sustainable
development, in that when we are talking about crops,
things that you plough, talking about animals that you
breed, we are talking about labour intensive industry,
which means it employs lots and lots of people. So
it is very important that going forth, we need to pay
particular attention to this part of the economy and
come up with initiatives. I do not think initiatives like
Integrated Support Programme for Arable Agriculture
Development (ISPAAD) is good enough in this day
and age because it is an open cheque. Putting 600
million into an open cheque Mr Speaker, I think it is
haemorrhaging the funds that could otherwise have been
useful in making sure that we produce sustainable jobs.
There is little difference between ISPAAD and
Ipelegeng. I think we need to make sure that we do some
metamorphosis in terms of those particular programmes
because they are the ones that I believe 600 times two,
which is P1.2 billion, is being put in unsustainable
programmes like ISPAAD and Ipelegeng. I think we
need to do more to make sure that we improve the
situation.
I have alternatives Mr Minister, that are there to the
naked eye. There is a lot of empty farms, most of them
belonging to Government. There are a lot of Professors
and Doctors at Botswana International University
of Science and Technology (BIUST) and Botswana
University of Agriculture and Natural Resources
(BUAN), who should be at those farms supervising
the people who are working there, supervising their
students who should be ploughing there. I think these
are some of the solutions that are there, they need to be
explored as soon as yesterday. We need to make sure
that our people get to be employed and to know and to
develop this labour intensive skills as soon as possible.
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Mr Speaker, the previous speaker, Honourable Batshu,
was talking about the enablers of the economy. I could
not agree more because he touched on issues relating to
roads, water and energy. I think there has been a problem
in our country. We need to admit that there has been a
problem, even in the latest road infrastructure network.
If you take a close look, you would find that most of
the roads that are being constructed, are constructed
in the north of this country and the southern part has
been ignored. We have proposed many roads, especially
roads that lead to production areas that could generate
a lot of jobs, that could add a lot of confidence in the
farmers who are based there. Most of these farmers have
sacrificed a lot, they have dug boreholes, they have put
a lot of capital expenditure into their development but
when it comes to transporting their sweat to the markets
it becomes a problem, the roads or terrains are bad Mr
Speaker. I am talking about the roads like the JwanengMaokane road, the Mmathethe-Tswaaneng-Metlobo
road; these are some of the roads that have been removed
from the plans and we are just left with lamentations and
cries. I think coming upon the Mid-Term Review, these
are some of the issues that we need to revisit, and if we
are serious about projecting this economy, making sure
that this economy takes a positive trajectory we need
to take a relook at those particular enablers. Enablers
like water, where we are just running around circles
and trying to avoid the real cause of this problem. We
need to look deep into our souls and make sure that our
people get water. I know that water is a problem in the
country. Botswana is a desert, 80 per cent of our land is
a desert, but the little water that is there, we need to see
how it gets to be distributed in a robust fashion, in an
equitable fashion so that our people do not go night and
night thirsty, especially in areas like Mmathethe.
As I go towards the conclusion, I want to emphasise the
need to invest in technical and vocational education. I
do not think we are doing enough about our economy.
I think our education system has in the last 40 years
concentrated mostly on white collar jobs, to the
detriment of the labourers, technical and vocational
education, which I now think that since there is that
boom, there is evidence that there is a boom in the
construction industry. We need plumbers, carpenters,
bricklayers, we need every one of those cadres and there
should be a deliberate move to capacitate our brigades.
There should be a deliberate move to capacitate our
technical colleges to make sure that the students get
to be interested to go to those. It is very important at
this juncture, actually it is urgent that we make sure
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that our vocational education gets to be in par with the
needs of our economy. We are not taking advantage
of the various trade treaties that are there, we are not
taking advantage of African Growth and Opportunity
Act (AGOA), the textile industry because we have not
focused on this particular part of the economy, where
we can actually have a lot of people, self-employing and
hence removing that problem of unemployment.
Mr Speaker, turning to my ministry where I am at the
moment, Ministry of Health and Wellness; there is a
plethora of problems that are there. Of course we are
not in crisis mode Mr Speaker, we are in a transitionary
mode, where we are now transitioning towards
regionalising our health, making sure that our health
goes to the communities; the communities own their
health, making sure that we strengthen the districts
in terms of the health districts, human resource and
equipment so that we deliver health to our communities.
Of course there has been a problem with supply chain
management, I believe that with this budget, we should
be able to overcome most, if not all of these problems.
I am done.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Olopeng, quorum. Thank
you Honourable Madigele. The floor is open.
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Mr Speaker and happy
new year to you sir. Let me applaud you for the good job
you have been doing.
Mr Speaker, let me also take this opportunity to thank
Honourable Matambo and employees at his ministry. I
would like to thank them for the time they took to review
Budget report, they did an excellent job it is clear that
they love their job and are led by a very vigilant person,
who is well-comprehended in his field and extremely
intelligent.
We know very well that personally you could have
allocated us more than you did now because we have
requested for more as different Government ministries.
Since you are a vigilant person, you know how much
the economy can handle so you chose to preserve the
economy rather than pleasing us which might jeopardise
the whole country in future.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of clarification Mr
Speaker. I simply wanted to correct him so that he does
not make a mistake of code switching between English
and Setswana.
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MR OLOPENG: Thank you Honourable Member. We
are thankful for your vigilance more so that it dates way
back to ten years after we were hit by recession. You
were the one responsible for Government’s coffer, we
never heard any scandals regarding public funds…
MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
perhaps you might advise him because he now seems
to be composing Honourable Matambo’s obituary.
Honourable Matambo is still very much alive. I think
the best thing that you can do for yourself is to focus on
the Budget so that we can pay attention.
MR SPEAKER: Why are you provoking Honourable
Matambo. Leave Honourable Olopeng alone, he is still
making his introduction.
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Mr Speaker. He is our
neighbour at Francistown although he is just a resident.
He is just being jealous because I am praising another
Mokhurutse like me for who he is.
Let me thank the President of this country Dr Masisi
since it is his first Budget, he tried his best to work
together with his Cabinet so that this Budget can realise
his goals to open the economy in order to ease the
process of doing business so that foreign investors can
come and invest in this country and create employment
opportunities for many Batswana more especially
the youth who are dealing with the challenge of
unemployment. We applaud him for this Mr Speaker.
We fully comprehend his mandate and we agree with
them, we are rallying behind him to ensure that he
achieve his goals as our leader.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Tonota
constituents since they are the ones who sent me here,
I should not make an error of not thanking them in my
introduction. Such loyal people who are so loving, who
sent a good hearted person. They showed that they
have good hearts, Bakhurutse of Tonota, the biggest
constituency.
Mr Speaker, as I read this report I realised that there
are some goals Honourable Matambo presented before
us, what makes me happy is that although we know
that it is not enough, the intention is to give Batswana
the economy. We see big projects being allocated a lot
of money just like he mentioned a list of roads in the
budget. For example, A1 road to Semotswane passing
through Mmandunyane through Shashe Mooke up to
Mathangwane. This road project is worth over P700

million. It has been shelved for a long time. This ever
loving Government who knows how to deal with so
little have considered our constituency this time around,
it has been mentioned in Honourable Matambo’s budget.
Mr Speaker, we however have a challenge of
implementation of these projects. Funds might be
allocated as Honourable Matambo reported but it is not
clear what those funds are going to execute. There will
be no implementation for up to 12 months. I am happy
that you have updated us that a decision was made to
establish Project Management Office (PMO) which
is going to assist to implement these projects. This
means this office is going to employ different experts
specialising in implementation of projects. We would
like to promise Batswana that we are going to embark
on it and ensure that people with certain expertise are
employed.
So I plead that after Honourable Matambo delivered
this report, we should go and look into our processes,
whether they address what we are currently debating
today. For example; I am not a road engineer but
sometimes I am a bit sceptical when there is a project
of resurfacing the road, I am talking about a road from
Francistown to Nata. We heard that there is going to be a
design of that resurfacing which was to take 12 months;
a whole year. Then you wonder that since the road
already exist, what are we designing now? The road is
there. We want to renew it by filling the potholes. We
have been trying to design it for the past 12 months and
the funds ended up being returned resulting in us getting
into the second year without having used any money
to construct the road. Our children could not find jobs.
Other sectors in the economy ended up being negatively
affected because this road is being used by tourists.
Sometimes we should not be too scientific and do things
the best way we can. These things…
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND TOURISM
(MR MOKAILA): On a point of elucidation. Thank
you Mr Speaker. Is the Honourable Member not aware
that the Dineo hurricane has shown us that our old design
was not suitable for the current weather conditions
hence the need for new designs which will suit them?
MR OLOPENG: I agree with you Honourable Mokaila.
That is why I am not against drawing the design. I did
not say that we should only fill up the potholes and the
flood plains. I am saying that we should address these
issues urgently since we will only be redesigning the
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stated spots where there are flood plains and not the
whole 200 kilometres. I support the redesigning but I
am concerned about the stipulated 24 months. What is it
for? What are we drafting?

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Olopeng, they are
recording that side and they will not know who
makgorwane is. Explain who you are referring to as
makgorwane for recording purposes.

Honourable Minister, I am grateful that you allocated
some funds to us through Ministry of Local Government
and Rural Development, which we currently
implemented many projects so we have made progress
at the constituencies such that if at all it was possible,
this House could make a decision to increase those
funds to P20 million. These funds were allocated when
I first became a Member of Parliament and are quickly
running out. There is no court case which says that
the tender should be stopped because everyone in the
village from Kgosi, Village Development Committees
(VDC), Member of Parliament and councillors have
met, discussed and agreed upon the projects we
want implemented therefore there were no shortcuts
undertaken. That is why when we talk about design of
the road again and that is going to take 24 months you
wonder why because here we design quickly and then
we deliver. Delivery is paramount in this economy. We
cannot expect our economy to sky rocket while we do
not have implementation of these projects. Honourable
Minister since you realised that this has to be rectified,
thus the reason you talked about Project Management
Office (PMO) so I will not dwell much on it because I
have two more points that I want to talk about. I am one
person who does not like to talk for too long because I
want people to listen while their minds are still fresh.

MR OLOPENG: Makgorwane is Honourable
Rantuana’s nickname but I withdraw it Mr Speaker.

Honourable Minister I said your budget is what we call
‘the peoples’ budget’ as my colleagues have already
discussed in the relevant paragraphs. If I am not
mistaken paragraph 88 analyses about funds allocation
so that private sector can also partake.
I want to repeat the statement that the Government
does not create job opportunities, job opportunities
are created by the private sector. Government creates
a platform which the private sector uses in order to
create job opportunities just like we have done through
the ease of doing business. When you go to Honourable
Kenewendo’s ministry you will find Immigration,
permits and work permits departments there…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR OLOPENG: At Botswana Investment and Trade
Centre (BITC).
Makgorwane (rich) Honourable
Rantuana, these laws were drafted by an intelligent
government who understands the livelihood of her
people and that when investors come to Botswana they
should not take a long time. They can be able to…
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MR MOREMI: On a point of clarification. Thank
you Honourable Olopeng, thank you Mr Speaker. On
that point of ease of doing business that is housed by
Honourable Kenewendo, it is said you go to one place
and do everything there but have we side lined the issue
of E-government because it can assist, if all offices are
connected through the electronic system? But I did not
hear it being mentioned anywhere.
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Kgosi Tawana for your
clarification. We will give it to the relevant Minister
when we get to the Committee of Supply. In short, let
me tell you that it has not been abandoned. The relevant
Minister is working on it to try and fix Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT) infrastructure so
that it can cover our ICT in depth in order for to cater for
investors when they come here. Our internet should be
faster that it is now. They are working on it Honourable,
they will give us the details at Committee of Supply.
I was still talking about the private sector. It is our
responsibility as the Government to strengthen our
private sector. We have realised that they are timid
people. They are afraid of taking high risks but we
should be patient and encourage them. The way Minister
Matambo’s budget is giving them opportunities…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)…
MR OLOPENG: The opportunities are straight
forward. They are out in the open hence our private
sector should pull up their socks and seek partnership
while there is still time because they have already been
given figures which are there in Honourable Matambo’s
budget.
As an entrepreneur, I want to tell them that these are the
tenders. Minister Matambo’s budget speech is a tender,
what more do they want? They have been informed
about how much is going to be allocated to each and
every project. It is straight forward. It is time for them
to take action and help us create job opportunities in our
country.
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I want to thank you Honourable Minister. I heard you
talking about Special Economic Zones (SEZ)s and also
recognise how they have been expanded; that they are
no longer two or three. This is a strong vision which
indicates that as a Government, we know our needs and
we have located our strong areas or capabilities in our
county. For example, Tonota Constituency is surrounded
by rivers, water is found everywhere and if you talk
of SEZ in terms of horticulture, Tonota Constituency
will do very well. We have Shashe River and Shashe
Dam which are always full. Rivers such as Motloutse,
Tholotsane are surrounding that entire constituency.
Sand and water is in abundance in that area. So when it
comes to horticulture, we are ready and are capable. The
time has come that we can negotiate with Honourable
Mzwinila to allocate us a chunky piece of land.
Mr Speaker, it is time like my colleagues have already
mentioned more especially the one who spoke before
me to talk about energy. Our coal deposits are estimated
at 200 billion tons of coal underground, covering areas
such as Kgalagadi, Letlhakeng but we must be mindful
of the fact that we are not an island. We are a country
which works with other countries. Right now everyone
is talking about green energy. If we are not careful and
we do not hasten to do something about this coal, it will
eventually become waste.
I remember one expert who once came to Botswana
prior to my involvement in politics full time, he was a
businessman, he said that the coal deposits we have in
Botswana could be turned into oil, Botswana will have
oil of the same capacity as Saudi Arabia. Looking at
the size of our coal deposits, it is time like Honourable
Madigele cited an example about what Botswana
International University of Science and Technology
(BIUST) is doing as far as research is concerned through
RND, to be brave and invite big investors; not investors
who will come to build shoes factory. We do not want
an investor who will build a fat cakes factory which can
supply us with fat cakes every 30 minutes because we
love cakes. We want an investor who will say, I want to
invest so many billions of US Dollars in Botswana, so
that we can have coal to liquid plants in this country and
turn our coal into liquids. We are ready to do so.
Our country has a small population. My request is that
as leaders in this House, Members of Parliament and
legislators, we should not hide behind a finger and say
that we will not be able to do this because our population
is small. For example, when I started working at my

new ministry which I love so much, I was briefed by
Professors of different universities and so on. Right now
when you meet economic experts such as Honourable
Kenewendo, they will tell you that any factory that
produces goods in an economy, at least 10 per cent
should be consumed within that particular economy.
I then asked the educated people I am leading, who I
like so much and are well versed in innovation and said,
‘Faculty of Engineering, tell me, which home does not
have a bicycle?’ We found out that every home has a
bicycle.
MR MOREMI: Point of order. Sorry Honourable
Olopeng. The Minister is talking about his new ministry
and we are not aware which one is it, maybe he could
have named it for the benefit of this House.
MR SPEAKER: Okay, ask him for clarification, it
should not be a point of order. Honourable Olopeng,
they are asking for the name of your new ministry.
MR OLOPENG: Yes sir. Thank you Kgosi Tawana.
Thank you Mr Speaker. Ministry of Tertiary Education,
Research, Science and Technology; where all the
technology, science and innovation is found. The
ministry that is actually the anchor of this economy;
without it, there would be no Botswana. You would
not be able to have pilots to fly aeroplanes without that
ministry.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR OLOPENG: Let me go back to the point on
bicycles, I know that you like it so much. I told them
that, as they can see that every home in Botswana has a
bicycle, it means that as we are two million, maybe there
are around 500 families; if not more. Why do we not have
bicycle factory in Botswana, before we can export those
bicycles, already we will be sure of bagging 10 per cent.
You see? I like the way you are commenting because
the reason why we miss opportunities is because we are
looking elsewhere. Are you going to be happy if I say
we should engineer aeroplanes? How can you engineer
an aeroplane before you could engineer a bicycle?
Mr Speaker, in this Budget which I am happy about as it
empowers private sector, I conclude with this example;
here I am talking about private sector, not you who have
never been businessmen. The Ministry of Transport
reported that they have registered 750 000 vehicles in
the country and if you multiply that by five, you will
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get around 3,7 million. This means that in Botswana
we can consume 3,7 million tyres but today we do not
have any tyre factory in the country. Instead of focusing
on engineering air assets maybe we could consider this
point. Let us do what we can manage first; which we can
consume in masses. Do you hear me Wynter Mmolotsi;
I am talking about heavy stuff here.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Olopeng, your time is up.
MR REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): Thank
you Mr Speaker. Let me also start by thanking
Honourable Matambo for having presented to us
the 2019 Budget on Monday. Mr Speaker, we must
commend consultation, reconciliation and cooperation
of the unions and Government that they managed to
have their consultation meeting where they were able to
come to a surprising conclusion, surprising because they
have been fighting for some time. We congratulate them
for smoking the peace pipe. It is a good thing and it goes
on to show that it is indeed true that the highest form of
war is dialogue. We must commend Bargaining Council
for concluding their discussions on time and make
Honourable Matambo’s job easier. This time around
there will be no issues of back pays and everything will
run smoothly. So from now on we are continuing as we
are supposed to. Mr Speaker as we continue reading
through Honourable Matambo’s speech, we should
ensure that we take action regarding some issues, for
example Paragraph 31. He emphasized that he is going
to ensure that Batswana are going to benefit from their
economy. Including the issue of privatisation which he
also mentioned Mr Speaker. This is indeed an excellent
piece Honourable Matambo presented
The thing is after the Budget session as a Member of
Parliament I am supposed to be in a position to answer
when Motswana asks about some paragraphs such as
these ones. I have to answer when they ask me about
who is eligible to buy during the privatization of the
state-owned companies. I always have challenges in
answering such Mr Speaker. If the Budget indicates
that P40 billion or over P40 billion is reserved for
developments, it then means jobs will be created out
of that amount as new projects will be implemented.
The problem might lie in tenders Mr Speaker and we
show that as a country we do not have faith and trust
in Batswana. Normally we award tenders to people
from foreign countries, and that is where my problem is
because we should do our Budget knowing that it is for
Batswana. Batswana should then sub-contract foreign
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companies. If we do not trust Batswana it then means
we do not trust ourselves. If we do not trust our people
and then award tenders to people from East, Europe
or Middle East, people who were built by their own
Governments.
I am saying this Mr Speaker because in the year
1990 there was no black person in Namibia who was
empowered by the Boers to handle big projects there.
In 1994 there was no black person who was awarded
big tenders in South Africa but currently companies that
are owned by the black people compete with the ones
in Germany, they do projects there. Mr Speaker they
were empowered by the government that was led by Mr
Nelson Mandela when he got out of prison. So cannot
continue saying Batswana are competent whereas they
gave us the responsibility in 1966. That really breaks
my heart Mr Speaker. I do not think this Budget deserve
to be rubber stamped whereas I see that it is going to
benefit foreigners, Batswana are not going to benefit.
Mr Speaker, I have to say this because from what
I gather, the road intersections that are going to be
constructed in Gaborone, amongst the companies that
have been invited for tendering, I did not see any that is
owned by Motswana. They are foreign companies; all
we are doing is to show off, it is our way of saying we
are capable of awarding tenders to foreign companies.
Mr Speaker we are creating a problem here because
it is clear that we lack trust in the local companies
eventhough we took the initiative to train engineers and
everybody else who…there is no profession we have
not trained in as a country. There is no University in the
world that we have not sent our people to for training,
unless if it is not an accredited University. Otherwise our
people have been sent to all the high ranking universities
in the world. There is no how we can fail to award our
people tenders after sending them to Universities such
as Harvard, as Batswana they deserve the tenders.
Mr Speaker this is going to be a challenge because we
are never going to have a day or year when we going
to have a turnaround strategy of ensuring that these
projects are awarded to Batswana. Basically we are here
to export our economy Mr Speaker.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (DR
MADIGELE): Clarification. I was thinking you could
reduce the speed. You are not in any way belittling
the people who went to Harvard University because
they once came up with innovative ideas of soaps and
swiping.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR REATILE: …(Laughter!)… Mr Speaker, he was
telling the truth when he said he wants to distract me.
Let me continue with Paragraph 56. The Minister
was telling us that there are going to be projects such
as the Cut 9 in Jwaneng and Cut 3 in Orapa and that
they will be financed with the dividends. They are
no longer going to pay the Government, they will be
financing projects. Mr Speaker, I am confused by this
so can Honourable Matambo explain, if we are going
to finance these projects with our dividends we have to
know there are for which years because these projects
run three, five years. We also want to know the De
Beers portion because they forfeit our dividends which
finance Cut 3 and Cut 9. We want to know the amount
that we are going to spend in the Orapa Cut 3 project in
Orapa and the Cut 9 in Jwaneng. These are the things
which have to be explained to us, we need clarification
on what the Auditor General was saying when he
mentioned that there were some funds from Bank of
Botswana which were transferred to De Beers and were
not accounted for. Mr Speaker these are the things that
as Parliament of Botswana they have to be made clear
for us so that if somebody ask us how much the Orapa
project or Jwaneng was financed with, we will be in
a better position to answer. If he asks about De Beers
we will answer. These are some of the issues that need
clarification.
Mr Speaker, normally I comment last, so this time I
decided to debate before Wynter because normally say I
should debate first, today he must be satisfied. The other
issue that I want to talk about is that we have given
Honourable Kenewendo the mandate to lure investors
to our country. She is however not doing this alone, she
is competing with Ministers from other countries to
lure investors. The issue at hand is not whether we have
already established ease of doing business, the issue is
that the investors want to know about the security in
Botswana. If the people are attacked in the shopping
malls, then it means if Honourable Kenewendo would
not win if she has to compete with Rwandan Minister.
The first thing that they compare is security. If she
competes with a Minister from Egypt he will tell her
that no one will steal her child’s phone within the street
even though the population of Egypt is very high. We
are under two million but we fail to control crime Mr
Speaker. No serious investors will come here because
they know that they are not safe, they are worried of

their children’s safety in a case where they can be
kidnapped and raped therefore we have to seriously
address such issues through our police forces. We
should allocate them more funds so that they can fight
against this crime. This will allow our Ministers to boast
about the low crime rate in Botswana and the statistics
will also back up this theory that indeed Botswana is a
safe country. When you are at Rwanda, you will see
girls leaving the library around two in the morning,
you will see them moving freely without fear of having
no cabs since no one can do anything to them, that is
because they are protected, they have the police and the
soldiers’ protection. At Egypt the safety programme is
top notch. If you look at how we construct our buildings
as Batswana, it is like we are living in a maximum
prison just like those are at the Village prison. There is
no difference between us and because it feels like you
are a prisoner in your own property because the crime
rate in Botswana is out of hand. We have to make sure
that we build screen walls but if there is fire, you will
die there because you locked using electricity and there
is no how people can come and help you. We have to
ensure that we seriously address the crime issue so
that our country can be safe again. In the olden days
Mr Speaker, if there was a visitor in a village, he could
easily be accommodated at Honourable Gare’s house
and Honourable Gare would be so proud to have hosted
a visitor who also happens to be a stranger looking for
his cattle. Currently they is no one who can knock at
your house at night and then you just open for him, you
would think you are being attacked. Current Botswana
is not the say like that of the olden days but it is not
difficult Mr Speaker to make it like it was before.
Mr Speaker, another issue I wanted to talk about although
Honourable Minister did not mention it but it is good for
us to raise and discuss them. We currently have burning
issues regarding former BCL employees who resigned
before the mine closed down but still have pending
cases of compensation and these people no longer know
where to turn to for assistance. When mines close,
insurances have to deal with compensations but there
are still issues of taking these former employees from
pillar to post by asking them to bring second opinion,
after they have submitted it, they are told to bring
third opinion. Even Honourable Mabeo’s board which
reviews these pleas has already made a decision that this
person has to be paid this much but there are still cases of
former employees who resigned 11 years ago but is still
being taken from pillar to post Mr Speaker. I believe we
have handed over the governance to these companies,
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we are just spectators. The Minister would simply say,
the board met and it awarded compensation but to date
insurance companies have not paid the people. Where
do we want our people to seek assistance? We should
seriously address Batswana’s complaints, we are the
only ones who can assist them not those who present
manifesto of Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF), they
simply deleted the EFF and claim to have an alternative
budget. It is possible for Malema to come and sue
for plagiarism of his manifesto. Let us fully attend to
Batswana’s cries.
Mr Speaker, the issue is, if you look at how much funds
we are losing due to projects that we financed as a
Parliament and are not accounted for in Parliament. Let
me give an example with the Motshwarateu project that
we long financed in 2005, it was said to be a project
monitoring where everything will be done at ease.
Currently it is said we are setting up another company
which is a project management team. The question is, if
at all we are setting this one, why not close Government
Implementation Coordination Office (GICO) first? We
already spent P60 million on the Motshwarateu project
under GICO office. After that system was bought it has
never assessed even one project. There is no update
given to Parliament and we are not even informed who
is accountable so that they can refund our P60 million.
Currently Batswana do not have water but we are able
award P60 million tenders and I bet it was not even a local
company, the tender was awarded to a foreign company.
Mr Speaker, when you raise such issues you will be so
disheartened more especially if you love your country
knowing very well that you are a proud Motswana and
you do not want to be associated with any other country.
These are the issues which disheartens me when I talk
about them. Please go and retract intersections tenders
which were awarded yesterday. Honourable Makgato
have to go and cancel those tenders because Batswana
are not included in any of them! No! Another tender
is that of Palapye-North West which was transporting
overhead power line. It was worth P1.5 billion and it was
awarded to foreigners! Batswana were only responsible
for cutting the trees. At the end of this project …
MR BILLY: On a point of clarification. I hear you
Honourable, I would like to understand if these are the
first tenders to be awarded to foreigners such that it can
raise such a huge alarm?
MR REATILE: Thank you sir, you asked a very good
question indeed. These tenders Honourable, are not the
first ones, that is why I am so disheartened because it is
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now getting out of control and we are disempowering
ourselves on a daily basis. That is why I am standing
now because such issues need to be raised. I thought
members like Honourable Rantuana would raise them
because if I was in the opposition, I would. So if there is
no opposition, we have to raise them ourselves. That is
why today I am standing up Mr Speaker with so much
anger because I have no other choice. I accepted that
if we do not have active opposition, I have to sacrifice
myself and take up the role of opposition, and show that
things are not done properly. A healthy democracy Mr
Speaker is the one which has opposition, the one that
assumes the responsibility of showing what the ruling
party might have failed to depict.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of clarification. I
understand your point Honourable Reatile, perhaps
you can explain to us, since you are a member of the
ruling party where you can be able to caucus with your
fellow comrades and depict these shortcomings so that
Batswana can be able to benefit from these tenders
because we have always been concerned that although
you do not award these tenders to yourselves, you award
them to foreigners?
MR REATILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. The problem
is the reason tenders are not awarded to Batswana is
because when a tender is awarded to any Motswana
even if they do not have a Botswana Democratic Party
membership, there are claims that he/she is one. You
are alluding that I should raise such issues at certain
platforms Honourable Member but all issues are
supposed to be raised and discussed in this House;
that is where all issues are to be discussed. There is no
other House given the mandate to discuss issues there.
A word of advice Honourable, if you can stop saying
that tenders have been awarded to members of the
Botswana Democratic Party… during the time you were
a member of the Botswana Democratic Party, is there
any member you were with in the youth league who is
winning tenders? You will realise that there is no youth
who was awarded any tender and you will realise that
there is no youth who will benefit just because he/she
is a member of the Botswana Democratic Party. So it
is an issue that as Batswana we have made a decision
to award our tenders to foreign companies of Europe,
Asia and Middle East therefore Mr Speaker, I believe
the time has come…
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. I think the
Honourable Member is now completely out of order
because he alludes that as Batswana, we have taken
a decision to award our tenders to foreign companies
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but as Batswana, we have not taken that decision. That
decision was made by the Botswana Democratic Party. I
think he must be very clear on that one; it is not us, it is
the Botswana Democratic Party.
MR SPEAKER: No he is not out of order; he is stating
his opinion, keep on challenging his views but you
should seek clarification.
MR REATILE: Mr Speaker, he will get his chance
to debate, many budgets have been passed so I think
this is his tenth or fifteenth, he basically grew up here
so this issue has never been his concern. He is one of
Batswana who pass the Budget as it is, he is always
here, he accepted that we should award tenders to
foreign companies while Batswana are here. We believe
Batswana are not competent. Mr Speaker, just like I
urged for a meeting, I would argue that we empower
Batswana as much as we award tenders to these foreign
companies who were empowered by their own countries.
That is my only complaint today.
Mr Speaker, I would like to request Honourable
Matambo to also review in his own time the issue of
public servants. The 10 per cent we recently increased
with although it was increased by the Bargaining
Council; we should do way with A band and start at
B scale upwards. A band is just too little, Batswana
are unable to get loans anywhere. They can only get
loans from the loan sharks so they are always facing
financial predicaments. If we can do away with A band
Mr Speaker and start at B upwards, we will be having
Batswana’s interests at heart. That is my only complaint
today, right now if you take top notch B4 and…
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Mr Speaker, are
we in order if in Parliament we are facing our fellow
colleagues from the other side of the aisle and vice
versa then one member provokes you like Honourable
Madigele has been doing, pointing a finger at me like
this, where do we report?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you not older than
him?

MR SPEAKER: I can assure you that; that is not
allowed, so behave Honourable Members. Proceed
Honourable Reatile.
MR REATILE: Mr Speaker, since it is almost time and
you have been here, I will conclude my debate and with
so much love, support Honourable Matambo’s budget
and I believe he has heard my complaints. Thank you.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (DR
MADIGELE): Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I wanted to understand as my name has been mentioned
there. I do not understand what I am accused of doing,
I hear that a finger has been pointed but I do not know
that…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: They say you will be
in hot soup…
DR MADIGELE: Yes, you were even threatening me
Mr Speaker. So I request you expunge your words and
those of Honourable Kgoroba because he is threatening
me, you did not give me a chance to reply yet you agree
with the Honourable Member over there without even
asking me to defend myself.
MR SPEAKER: No that issue has passed, I do not want
to entertain it any further. The floor is open Honourable
Molao.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Mr
Speaker…
MOTION
ADJOURMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I move that this
House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Friday 8th February, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

MR KGOROBA: I am bigger than him even age wise.
I am complaining to you Mr Speaker that you reprimand
Honourable Madigele regarding his behaviour.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba, I did not see
him. If I had seen him he would be in hot soup.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
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