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Monday 18th February, 2019

MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
(MR MABEO): Thank you very much. I am quite
elated that you are back Madam Speaker, welcome back.

THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! Honourable Mokgware.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What have you told
him?
MADAM SPEAKER: What have you told him?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: …(Laughter!)… I will not.
Order! Good afternoon Honourable Members!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, I have been missing you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I have
received a letter from the Leader of the Opposition
on Friday 15th February 2018, informing me that the
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) has elected
Honourable Dithapelo Lefoko Keorapetse to assume
the position of the Opposition Whip. Congratulations
Honourable Keorapetse! Please familiarise yourself
with Standing Order, do you know which one? Standing
Order 10, especially Standing Order 10(3) which talks
about your duties.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
DELOCALISATION OF PLUMBING
TECHNICIAN POST AT HASKINS (PTY) LTD
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Employment, Labour Productivity
and Skills Development:
(i) why the position of Plumbing Technician at
Haskins (Pty) Ltd has been delocalised;
(ii) if there are no qualified Batswana for the position;
and
(iii) why the work permits for expatriates at Haskins
(Pty) Ltd were approved at the expense of qualified
and experienced Batswana capable of filling this
position.

(i) There is no position of Plumbing Technician that
has been delocalized. Currently a Construction
Supervisor does the duties similar to this position.
He is an accredited installer of Geberit products,
which is a Swiss product currently being used in
the new projects like iTowers, Airport Junction,
Innovation Hub and Botswana Development
Corporation (BDC) buildings. A plumber who is an
installer of Geberit products is expected to accredit
as per the standards of Geberit Solutions (Pty) Ltd
who require that its products be installed only by
an accredited person. One of the prerequisite for
accreditation is 10 years or above of experience in
site management.
(ii) Madam Speaker, according to management, the
position of Construction Supervisor has been
advertised three years ago to search for a highly
specialised skilled Motswana, but the organisation
was unsuccessful in finding a suitable Motswana.
As an alternative, the company has developed
a programme to transfer skills to the citizen
employees so that the company continues to
benefit from distributing and supervising the site
installation of an increasing range of world-class
products.
(iii) The decision to approve a work permit is done by
Regional Immigrants Selection Board as per the
Immigration Act.
Issuance of Work and Residence Permits to non-citizens
either as employees or investors is informed by the
Revised National Policy on Incomes, Employment,
Prices and Profits of 2005 and the Immigration Act,
2010. The policy stipulates that work permits are issued
subject to among others:• Evidence that a company has sought to recruit and
give preference to citizens,
• Commitment to implement training and localisation
plans, and
• Security clearance;
For subsequent issuance of Work and Residence Permits,
evidence of availability and adherence to training and
localisation is also a condition. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
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MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. I would like
you to clarify to this House and to Batswana that since
the position of a Plumbing Technician has been vacant
at Haskins, and there is someone who has been acting;
since that person is no longer there, who has it been
given to?

we would be considering their skills and expertise that
they are bringing to the table; which Batswana would
eventually tap and then take over. I believe Honourable
Haskins Nkaigwa and I are basically saying the same
thing; our wish is to see Batswana getting jobs that were
not done by Batswana because of lack of skills, with
Batswana having acquired those skills from foreigners,
seeing foreigners then leaving our country so we give
Batswana these jobs.

Secondly Honourable Minister, regarding the answer
that you have given me, did you have the benefit of the
doubt to go and interview the employees at Haskins who
are working in the construction section; and allow them
to tell you what the duty of the expatriate who is now
referred to as the Construction Supervisor is? Does it
not entail the role of a Plumbing Technician that was
done by a Motswana? Did you have the benefit of the
doubt that the man who has been promoted to become
the Construction Supervisor was working as what at
Haskins and Sons (Pty) Ltd before being promoted
to the position of Construction Supervisor as you are
changing the nomenclature? Are you aware that it is just
a change of names because you do not want to refer to
him as a Plumbing Technician; instead, they call him
Construction Supervisor?
Lastly Honourable Minister, what is it that really
confuses us? Are you saying in our country Botswana,
which has been ruled by the BDP (Domkrag) for 55
years, there cannot be a single Construction Supervisor
amongst Batswana who could take up the position at
Haskins, and even the workers at Haskins, is anyone not
qualified to do this job?
MR MABEO: I thank you Madam Speaker. Let me
thank you Honourable Haskins. Madam Speaker,
maybe I should point out that there is a procedure that is
employed when we give expatriates permits to work in
this country, as I have been mentioning. I agree with you
Honourable Haskins Nkaigwa, that if a Motswana is
available, we should not be seen to be giving foreigners
permits, yet there would be a local who would be able
to do the job; in that case, we agree. I mentioned in
my answer that adverts were floated, so that applicants
would try their luck. It is a procedure that we follow, and
before one could employ an expatriate, it has to show
that you have tried your best, that you have looked for
Batswana, and you should make it clear that a Motswana
was not found; therefore, an expatriate was given the
position instead.
The other thing that I would remind you Honourable
Members is that, when we give these people permits;
we are not only seeking for them to come and work;
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Honourable asked again about changing the job title
of the person in question, that why is it that it seems
like positions will be changed. I should explain that a
company’s procedure Sir, is dictated by the owners. If
they want to do restructuring and say this position will
now be called this, I believe it is acceptable. I believe I
have answered you Honourable Member. Lastly Madam
Speaker, it seems as if Honourable Nkaigwa knows a
lot of issues happening in the industry, I welcome that
Honourable. Keep on bringing these questions so that
I also know what happens in the industry. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
REPORTED HOME DELIVERIES IN
MOKUBILO, MMEA AND KHWEE VILLAGES
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Health and Wellness to update this
Honourable House on the number of home deliveries
and/or births before arrival at clinics reported at
Mokubilo, Mmea and Khwee villages in the past three
years; and to state:
(i) the causes of such and the associated risks;
(ii) measures in place to reduce such cases; and
(iii) when Government will build a maternity wing at
Mokubilo Clinic.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR G. B. BUTALE): Thank you
Madam Speaker and welcome back.
(i) Madam Speaker, the number of cases of home
deliveries and/or births before arrival at clinics
reported at Mokubilo, Mmea and Khwee villages
in the past three years (2016, 2017 and 2018) are;
Mokubilo 60, Mmea 35 and Khwee 77.
Women are not coming to the Antenatal Care (ANC)
clinic to get the necessary education and advice to plan
in order to reach timely to health facilities in the event
of labour.
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Proximity to the facility where delivery is conducted
(distance from Mokubilo to Letlhakane is 100 kilometres
(km), Mmea is 121 km and Khwee is 63 km.
Madam Speaker, the associated risks include; labour
and delivery complications that could impact on the
wellbeing of both the mother and the baby.
(ii) Madam Speaker, my ministry has put in place a
number of measures to reduce such cases. One of
them being upscaling of sexual and reproductive
health to the communities mentioned and targeted
community groups such as in and out of school
youth.
Communication in the form of campaigns, use of various
platforms and facility health talks on the need for early
registration, adherence to Antenatal Care, visits by a
midwife from Mokubilo to Mmea health post on weekly
basis. Khwee has a resident midwife.
(iii) Madam Speaker, the plan to upgrade Mokubilo
Health Post to a clinic without maternity was
postponed in order to accommodate the upgrading
of Letlhakane Primary Hospital. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank
you Minister for your honest answer. Let me ask
the Honourable Minister, the situation in the Boteti
East where there is only one maternity for the whole
constituency, as the ministry how do you view this? The
Maternity cannot accommodate people in Letlhakane.
The whole constituency has one maternity, the distance
is too much, are you not thinking to convert another
clinic in Letlhakane and make it 24 hours and put a
maternity wing at Mokubilo because these numbers
show that there is a big problem? According to the
Health chatter, we do not want to lose infants because of
issues you are aware of as the Ministry.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

(i) the number of external trips undertaken by the
Gambling Authority staff from April 2016 to date;
(ii) the destinations for the aforementioned external
trips and the total number of days for which per
diem was paid; and
(iii) whether there has been any trip(s) outside the
country from April 2016 to date that the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) has not been part of and
if so, to state the number and importance of such
trips.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR GOYA): Good
afternoon Madam Speaker and congratulations to
Honourable Keorapetse for being appointed the
Opposition Whip.
(i) Madam Speaker, the number of external trips
undertaken by the Gambling Authority staff from
April 2016 to date is 24.
(ii) The destinations for the aforementioned trips
were the following: South Africa, Mauritius,
Ghana, Malawi, France, South Korea, Denmark,
Argentina, Malta, USA, Australia, United
Kingdom. The total per diem paid was for 146
days.
(iii) Yes, there have been trips that the Chief Executive
Officer was not part of.
(iv) There were five trips and they were training trips
for staff. The trips included; responsible gambling
meeting, human resources management training,
training on licensing, compliance and monitoring,
Gambling Indaba Conference and training on
corporate governance. I thank you Madam
Speaker.

MR G. B. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Member, it is very true that all these three
villages need a maternity facility for each one of them.
As we are always saying, we have one cake and we have
to cut it as per the needs ranking in priority. We can
talk and maybe forgo the Letlhakane Primary Hospital
upgrading and do the clinics Honourable Member. We
are open to talk. Thank you Madam Speaker.

MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I would like to know the amount
of this per diem which was paid for 146 days.

EXTERNAL TRIPS UNDERTAKEN BY THE
GAMBLING AUTHORITY STAFF

UPDATE FOLLOWING THE ANSWER FOR
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NUMBER 238

MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Investment, Trade and
Industry to state:

MR M. R. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research,
Science and Technology to update this Honourable

MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker. Unfortunately,
I do not have the amount with me. It is not provided in
the body of my answer but I will get it for the Honourable
Member. I thank you.
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House following the answer given for Parliamentary
question number 238 on Monday 6th March 2017; and
to further state:

the office space. This does not apply to youth owned
companies only. It applies to every Motswana owned
company which deals with issues of innovation. They
apply and are assessed and that is when the office can
be issued. That is where the issue is instead of bringing
numbers of companies which do not deal with issues of
innovation.

(i) how many companies have been allocated office
space so far; and
(ii) the rental being paid by youth companies that have
occupied the office space.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, two youth companies have been
allocated office space in the Botswana Innovation
Hub (BIH) building. In addition, a total of 78
youth companies admitted to the BIH Technology
Entrepreneurship programme have access to shared
office and amenities including; Wi-Fi connectivity,
networking, business development services and
access to funding for qualifying companies at BIH.
(ii) The rental being paid on monthly basis, by the
two youth companies that have occupied the
office spaces is P2330.00 for one and P2410.00
respectively. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR REATILE: Supplementary. Let me thank you
Madam Speaker and the Minister. Minister, in 2017
when you answered, you explained that you had built
offices where you are going to accommodate the youth
and gave statistics as you see I am taking you back to
the question from 2017; question number 238. I want
to understand something, you are telling us today
that rental is paid by two companies, why are youth
companies not using BIH? That is what you promised
Parliament in 2017, what could be the problem? Right
now what you are going to explain is that Innovation
Hub is not achieving its mandate due to the fact that the
youth are roaming the streets because they do not have
offices. A lot of funds have been allocated to Innovation
Hub but we cannot take pride in it as the Parliament of
Botswana. Minister, what is triggering this?
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Madam Speaker,
the office space there cannot just be given to the youth
without following the right procedures. They apply, and
they are assessed. If their businesses correspond with
issues of innovation, that is when they can be given

4
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MR REATILE: Supplementary. Madam Speaker, while
the Minister is still here, he mentioned that they do the
assessments. That is a brilliant point. Minister, what is
hindering our youth in the information technology from
being utilised by Botswana Innovation Hub? What is
causing the challenge? When you get to Botswana Fibre
Network (BoFiNeT), you will realise that they do not
use companies from outside the country. BoFiNeT has
realised that Batswana have the capacity and capabilities.
You are saying that you are building Batswana at BIH
so why do you fail to make sure that you utilise the
capabilities of Batswana and their companies? How do
we trust you with issues of innovation?
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, I am not aware of the
foreign companies which the Honourable Member is
talking about. I humbly request him to make us aware
of those companies if he has information about them.
When BIH was founded, its mandate was not to make
an exception of some companies in Botswana because
innovation on its own is not tailored for Batswana only.
It is also for companies which might come and invest
in Botswana and in the process, help us with issues of
innovation which we are talking about now.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! I can see that you
are scared, be patient.
PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOL (PPS) PROGRAMME’S
MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION AND CONTENT
OBJECTIVES
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Basic Education if he is aware that the PrePrimary School (PPS) Programme does not provide for
continuity in terms of the mediums of instruction and
content objectives; and if so, to state why:
(i) English is the medium of instruction at pre-primary
school and not Setswana as is the case in Standard
one, where children progress to; and
(ii) the pre-primary school content objectives are
similar to those of Standards two and three which
are three and four years ahead of those suitable for
pre-primary schooling.
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MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (MR
ARONE): Madam Speaker, I am not aware that the PrePrimary School Programme does not provide continuity
in terms of the mediums of instruction and content
objectives.

(ii) why Government still does survey work which the
private sector has the capacity to do; and

(i) Madam Speaker, English is not the medium of
instruction at pre-primary, however, learning at
pre-primary actively engages children and is childcentred, focusing on the needs of the learner. In
this regard, the teachers are to be flexible during
classroom instruction to ensure that every child
benefits from the day’s experiences. The gradual
introduction of English as a medium of instruction
at pre-primary sets a foundation for learning of
subjects such as English, Mathematics, Science
and others in Standard one. The policy guidelines
prescribe that the language of instruction must be
the language used in the specific locality of the
environment.
(ii) The development of the Pre-Primary Programme’s
objectives is not the same with the mentioned
standards being Standard two and Standard
three. The pre-primary is a preparatory stage for
learning, therefore, the objectives of the level are
not the same but are linked for progression onto
the next level of learning. One level is a base for
another level.
We have since realised that teachers at that level are
having a challenge in interpretation of all the objectives
in certain regions hence the need for vigorous in-service
training of this cadre. It is only from Standard two that
English is the language of instruction. I thank you.
MR KESUPILE: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I would like the Minister to tell me whether he
has himself perused the documents in question?
MR ARONE: Thank you Madam Speaker. The answer
is yes, that is why we have provided this answer, we are
getting it from the same documents with the policy that
we have.
PLOT CERTIFICATES UNDER NATIONAL
LAND REGISTRATION PROJECT
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Land Management, Water and
Sanitation Services:
(i) when Batswana can expect to receive plot
certificates under the National Land Registration
Project to be used as collateral as it has always
been propagated by Government;

(iii) who is responsible for policy formulations and
quality assurance when Government competes
with the private sector in practical survey work.
Later Date.
VEHICLE EXAMINATION AT THE
LETLHAKANE DEPARTMENT OF ROAD
TRANSPORT AND SAFETY (DRTS) OFFICES
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Transport and Communications to confirm
if there is only one vehicle examiner at the Letlhakane
Department of Road Transport and Safety (DRTS)
offices; and if so:
(i) how the officer divides his/her time given the
number of vehicles from mines around Boteti East
Constituency and individual vehicles brought by
customers;
(ii) how many vehicles this officer has examined over
three years as compared to the Serowe, Palapye
and Mahalapye offices and the number of officers
attached to each office;
(iii) would the Minister consider transferring more
officers to assist at the Letlhakane DRTS office
and when this process will effect;
(iv) whether it is not an opportune time to introduce
a vehicle testing machine in Letlhakane DRTS,
considering that there are a lot of trucks from
the mining sector which require technical and
mechanical examination so as to avoid possible
accidents which may be costly; and
(v) what could be the benefit of this vehicle testing
machine and its cost.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MS MAKGATO): Madam
Speaker,
(i) I confirm that the Letlhakane DRTS office has
more than one vehicle examiner. The office has
an establishment of three officers, but is presently
manned by two. The second officer took office in
August 2018. The third officer has been appointed,
and is expected to take fort soon, immediately
after securing accommodation.
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(ii) From what I have already stated to this Honourable House, there were challenges that were of concern to
the Honourable Member and my ministry regarding manpower shortages (Vehicle Examiners) have been
addressed.
On the same note Madam Speaker, an arrangement has been made with mines in Letlhakane area to always indicate
and make a request when they wish their vehicles to be tested. The arrangement has been working very well for
almost five years.
(iii) Madam Speaker, the table below illustrates the number of vehicles tested in a period of three years against the
number of officers per station.

DRTS Offices

No of Vehicle Examiners No of vehicle tested within three years covering

Serowe
Palapye
Mahalapye

1
4
2

1st January 2016 to 31st December 2018
5 285
9 347
5 550

Letlhakane

2

5 130

(iv) Madam Speaker, the need has already been met. As mentioned at (i) above: two officers are already manning
the vehicle examination unit at Letlhakane DRTS, and a third is on the way like I mentioned.
(v) Madam Speaker, resources permitting, I would agree that it is an opportune time to introduce a mobile testing
machine in Letlhakane.
(vi) The benefits of either a static or mobile machine include a high level of accuracy in testing results, more
efficiency in identifying vehicle defects and general vehicle roadworthiness.
Madam Speaker, the average cost of a mobile testing machine is between P8 million and P9 Million, while a static
vehicle testing station will cost around P80 million. When funds are available, a cost benefit evaluation will be done,
and then at that point in time, we would determine which is the best option for or suitable for Government. Thank
you Madam Speaker.
IMPORTANCE OF USING QUALIFIED AND REGISTERED LAND SURVEYORS IN
CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): asked the Minister of Transport and Communications:
(i) whether Government is aware of the importance of using qualified and registered land surveyors in the
construction of roads and other infrastructure in general; and if so,
(ii) why Batswana land surveyors are not involved in the Boatle-Game City road construction.
MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS (MS MAKGATO): Madam Speaker,
(i) The Government is aware of the importance of using qualified and registered Land Surveyors in the construction
of roads.
It is for this reason that Government has come up with laws governing the registration of various professionalsincluding land surveyors. My ministry ensures that the required credentials of all key staff, who possess expertise in
site layout, among others, are verified before commencement of the design and construction phases of each project.
(ii) Madam Speaker, Batswana land surveyors are involved in the supervision team of the ongoing Gaborone–
Boatle Road Project.
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The project’s Senior Surveyor is a Motswana who holds
a Bachelor of Science Degree with a major in Land
Surveying, and 30 years work experience. His two
assistants are Batswana with certificate qualifications.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Who will ask questions on
behalf of Honourable Mmolotsi? Oh! Many of you will
take questions for him! He sent an apology.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Asking questions on his behalf.
What else is there? Let us go back to the first question.
DECEASED PERSONS CERTIFIED DEAD BY
MEDICAL DOCTORS ONLY
MR B. M. MOLEBATSI (MOCHUDI EAST): asked
the Minister of Health and Wellness:
(i) why it is important that a deceased person be
certified dead by medical doctors only;
(ii) if he is aware that this situation inconveniences
the deceased’s family as mortuary and ambulance
services cannot be availed until one is certified
dead by a medical doctor; and if so,
(iii) what his ministry intends to do to address the
situation.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you very much Madam Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, it is important that a deceased
person should be certified dead by a medical
practitioner. This is because certifying a person
dead is under the scope of practice of medical
doctors, as opposed to any other professional.
This is entrenched in the training of the health
professionals hence no other professional can
carry that function.
Furthermore, according to the Births and Deaths Act,
CAP 30:01, Section 21, it is mandatory for the issuance
of certificate of cause of death to be done by a medical
practitioner. Any other deviation will be contrary to the
law.
(ii) I am not aware if this requirement inconveniences
the deceased family. Madam Speaker, my ministry
provides services that are within its portfolio. In
the role of death certification, the doctor’s duty
would be to provide the relevant examination of
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the body and certification as promptly as possible.
It must also be emphasised that the legal and
professional requirements have to be fulfilled to
ensure that errors do not occur.
(iii) Madam Speaker, I am amenable to engage further
to understand and deal with issues relating to
certifying the deceased bodies and facilitate
relatives without delay. However, I must emphasise
that the current requirement is prevalent in many
countries including our region. I thank you very
much Madam Speaker.
MR MOLEBATSI: Supplementary. Thank you
Minister. Minister, the question I am asking you is a
serious concern in my constituency. People die in areas
which are …
MADAM SPEAKER: Supplementary Honourable
Molebatsi, not long statements.
MR MOLEBATSI: People die in rural areas and being
taken to the doctor becomes a challenge because an
ambulance cannot transport them without being certified
dead. As I speak now, yesterday there was …
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Molebatsi, ask a
question!
MR MOLEBATSI: The question is, why can we not
have doctors go to such areas to certify them dead
because the deceased did not get an opportunity to see
a doctor while alive and when they are now dead that is
when the doctor shows up?
DR MADIGELE: Thank you very much Honourable
Member; Mochudi East. Madam Speaker, this is a valid
question because even as the Minister of Health and
Wellness, I am often inundated with complaints regarding
issuance of death certificate. The main issue here is
that, like I said, a patient can only be certified dead by
a medical doctor or qualified medical practitioner. That
means even someone who is perceived to be deceased at
home, they have to be assisted through transportation to
the nearest health facility for proper certification. What
we have Madam Speaker is that, we have a dire shortage
of transport especially ambulances, and sometimes our
health personnel fail to communicate this and instead of
saying that they have shortage of transport, they would
say that they do not transport dead people to hospitals.
The fact of the matter is that only qualified medical
practitioners can certify. So, if no one has certified, that
patient is not deemed to be dead at that particular point
in time. We have to treat them as patients. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: I will allow two supplementaries.
MR MOLEBATSI: Minister, I thank you for
recognising the importance of this question because
people are starting …
MADAM SPEAKER:
appreciation.

No,

supplementary;

not

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR MOLEBATSI: Deceased’s bodies wait for a doctor
to certify them dead and eventually decompose because
of waiting for long. They are not kept in a mortuary
while waiting for the doctor, they just wait there until
they are certified dead. This is a living example …
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Molebatsi, it shows
that you do not have a supplementary question. Now
you have wasted our time.
MR MOLEBATSI: I have it.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Thank you Minister for your
answer. Minister, there is confusion in this particular
issue where when health personnel are on the way with
an ambulance to come fetch a patient from home and
that patient dies, when they arrive they tell you that the
ambulance does not transport a dead body. They will
tell you to find another vehicle to transport the body;
they do that in most cases. I was there, I witnessed that
happening. Why is that the case?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, that
was not a question.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Who called for supplementary?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, the last one, Honourable
Ntlhaile. Maybe you will ask a question.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Minister, since
you now understand the situation, do you not think the
time has come to review that arrangement of assisting
relatives of the deceased because this situation happens
everywhere? Do you not think it is important that in the
meantime something be done to reduce the pressure felt
by people?
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DR MADIGELE: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I am amenable to engage further to understand
and deal with issues relating to certifying dead bodies or
deceased bodies and facilitate relatives without delay.
However, I must emphasise that the current requirement
is consistent with the law. Although we will continue to
dialogue and engage, we should be aware that this is the
law, and we endeavour to function within the confines
of the law. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Who is taking Honourable
Mmolotsi’s questions! Why are you not taking
Honourable Mmolotsi’s questions?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: 11!
MADAM SPEAKER: No, it is 10.
REOPENING TATI NICKEL MINE
MR W. B. MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN
SOUTH): asked the Minister of Mineral Resources,
Green Technology and Energy Security:
(i) when Tati Nickel mine will be opened;
(ii) how many investors have shown interest in buying
Tati Nickel mine;
(iii) what the ministry is doing to ensure that machines
at Tati Nickel mine are maintained and remain
operational during this temporary shutdown.
MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SECURITY (MR
MOLALE): Good afternoon Madam Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, Tati Nickel mine is currently
under provisional liquidation, and will be reopened as and when the liquidator finds an
investor.
(ii) I am informed that the liquidator has received 47
expressions of interest to buy Tati Nickel mine, but
none of them did follow up with concrete offers.
(iii) Madam Speaker, it is the duty of the liquidator as
part of his care and maintenance programme, to
preserve the assets of the mine including mineral
resources and mine equipment. Government,
through my ministry, has provided funding to the
liquidator to carry-out this function. As previously
reported in this House, I have appointed a task
team to work with the liquidator amongst others to
ensure the preservation of all these assets. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: No!
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Does the Minister
not realise that this new arrangement to privatise, under
the pretext that mining assets are not profitable will
results in the national assets being found in the hands of
the few and that will widen the margin between the rich
and the poor.
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you
Honourable Member. Madam Speaker, I request that
you ask the Honourable Member to notice that question
about privatization of mines, so that I may respond to it
in full. I cannot deal with it here.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Honourable
Minister, I want to establish from you, how do you
qualify that indeed out of the 47 offers that the liquidator
received, there is no one who made a follow-up with
a concrete offer? The information that we have is that
the liquidator is resistant, he is not willing to have any
agreement with anyone who has offered to buy both Tati
and BCL mines. I want you to qualify that indeed it is
truthful that there is no one who has made a follow-up
with a concrete offer? Are you still denying that indeed
this liquidator is on a fundraising mission and indeed
he might also be fundraising for your own party, as we
have seen in the past where the ruling party had used
some companies to fundraise for elections?
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Nkaigwa, I am not here to cast aspersions
on anybody, so I again plead that if you need more
information on some of the things here, you should ask
and we shall go and find information for you. What I
know and have been told is that, those 47 have made
enquiries, but they have not come up with concrete
follow-ups. As for fundraisings for political parties, A
Motswana once said…anyway let me just keep quite
Madam Speaker.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
PROGRESS ON TERMINATION OF
CONTRACTS FOR NOMINATED
COUNCILLORS AT SOWA TOWNSHIP
MR W. B. MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN
SOUTH): asked the Minister of Local Government and
Rural Development to update this Honourable House
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on the progress made regarding termination of contracts
for Councillors nominated at Sowa Township Authority;
and to state:
(i) what the Councillors did to deserve the action
taken by the Minister; and
(ii) the number of Councillors affected and the
political party they belong to.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Do not be angry with us. We thank you and appreciate
that you are doing well. We miss you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, the matter concerning the eight
nominated Councilors for Sowa Town Council is before
the courts and to attempt to discuss it would offend
against the sub-judice rule which is sacrosanct and must
be upheld at all times without fail. Thank you.

APPROPRIATION (2019/2020) BILL,
2019 (NO. 1 OF 2019)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! The debate on
this Bill is resuming. When the House adjourned last
week Thursday, Honourable Mangole was still on the
floor debating and was left with 12 minutes.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you very much Madam Speaker. I understand
that we are actually debating the Budget, but we do have
a tragedy in this country. When you look at the Form 5
results, I was expecting a statement from the Minister,
explaining what he is doing. He is supposed to come
here and give a ministerial statement, explaining what
happened.
MADAM SPEAKER: We understood you, before you
were out of order.
MR MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): I thank
you Madam Speaker. I wish we could start from the
beginning because last time I was not prepared. Maybe
they should give me back the 27 minutes and then we
start afresh. If you refuse Madam Speaker, I was still
going to talk about public officer’s salaries. The Minister
mentioned that the unions are still in negotiations with
the Bargaining Council to try to see what they could do
for the workers. I thought I heard him saying something
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like that. Madam Speaker, with what per cent are you
going to increase their salaries? That is our fear. We
believe that the public workers are past a point where
their salaries are adjusted to 10 and 15 per cent. We are
at a point whereby after over 10 years, public worker’s
salaries were subjected to salaries adjustment. We were
hoping that with the new administration, the Minister
will talk about this matter, as to what they are planning as
a government to see to it that there is complete overhaul
of the salaries of public officers. Complete overhaul of
the conditions of service for public workers. Increasing
these salaries with 10,6, 20 per cent would not make a
difference. I wish to plead to the Honourable Minister to
assure us in his response that indeed this is going to be a
comprehensive salaries review and conditions of service
for the civil servants. The Minister talked about good
governance as one of the cardinal principles of the new
government under President Masisi, if I may use that
word, even though it seems not to sound right. Under
good governance, we were hoping that you would talk
about Parliament and its responsibilities. From long
back Minister, we have complained that the Parliament
is not given a share that it deserves when it comes to the
governance of this country…
We want Parliament to be independent and our Speaker
to be given the independence and latitude to continue
with her position…if only His Honour the Vice President
whom I love so much could lower his voice, because it
is just too high and now he is disturbing us.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MANGOLE: No, but I am not jealous.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MANGOLE: We heard the Minister saying
Parliament should carry out its oversight role and we
agree with him. It is however not enough. Parliament
is still being ruled by the Executive. Let us make
Parliament independent. We know that the previous
Speakership made efforts to that effect. We therefore
request that you release Madam Speaker, we know
that you have not given her powers. She could have
continued what was done during the 10th Parliament, but
the problem is that you have restricted her.
We request that if indeed the new administration
is committed to good governance, let it respect the
independence of Parliament and allow the Speakership
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to do all they can to ensure that Parliament becomes
independent. Because of the fear that the leadership
of Parliament is put through, we have back-slided
three centuries compared to the progress that we
had made during the 10th Parliament. We request the
new administration to ensure that Parliament is well
resourced.
We believe good governance will be guaranteed if the
new administration would see it important that some
appointments made by the Executive could be sanctioned
by Parliament so that those who are appointed could
freely execute their duties knowing that they are not
at the mercy of the President or the Executive; rather
they have been sanctioned by Parliament. That is a
practice that countries which have high regard for good
governance do. Therefore, we request that even here,
the new administration could do that.
The Intelligence Committee which has died a natural
death; I request that it be resuscitated if the new
administration is concerned about the threats by which
people live. Nobody can deny this, it has happened and
this fear is no longer in us as the opposition alone, but
even members of the BDP always speak against tapping
of phones. Good governance calls for freedom so that
we can do our work freely. Therefore, the practice that
has been there where people lived in fear, should be
stopped. We would believe the new administration has
intentions of good governance if it could do that.
Participatory democracy-we agree with it and we will
emphasise to the new administration that the dream
that we once had of televising Parliament proceedings
should be implemented. Batswana should take part in
democracy. Nothing is being said about it yet Madam
Speaker indicated that it could have been done two
years ago. That alone shows that we are not serious. So
we request the new administration to get serious so that
Parliament debates can be broadcast live on television
and that is when we will believe we have participatory
democracy.
The new administration should be serious about
participatory democracy. There should also be political
party funding. We are already suffering as the opposition
for the fact that we are sponsoring ourselves whereas the
ruling party uses Government resources anyhow they
wish. This does not depict a fair participatory democracy
because some people are self-sponsored, some are using
Government resources while some cannot afford at
all because they have no resources. We urge the new
administration to be serious about political funding.
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As I conclude Minister, let me indicate that as residents
of Kgatleng, we have accepted that this Budget is not
for us. It has shown from the word “go” that there are
places which should have hospitals and stadia. We are
not saying people in those localities should not have
these infrastructure, they should have them just like us
in Kgatleng. We were lied to and told that our hospital is
there in the Development Plan. It was a lie because right
now, nothing is being said about it. We have no hope as
Bakgatla and we are about to give up.
As for the Sikwane-Mabalane road, it has been 30 years
now; it is put in the Development Plan and removed.
Bakgatla have given up about it. Bakgatla have given
up and they know that there are people who should have
bus ranks and not them. We know there are places where
there should be storm water drainage but in Kgatleng.
In short, there is no project in Mochudi or Kgatleng that
was put in the Development Plan and was implemented.
The sad case is the Mochudi-Malotwana road. People no
longer use it but rather drive alongside this road. It was
said it has been tendered for, but we have just been told
that the tender has been cancelled. That is what happens
with developments earmarked for Kgatleng. They are
stopped willy-nilly because Bakgatla should not have
them. Bakgatla have sent me to tell you that they are
accepting this situation and they know that equitable
distribution of resources is not meant for them. They
were promised Kgotla offices and they could have been
built a year ago. So they are expecting that they may
be told these offices are not catered for in the Budget
because this budget is not theirs as well as resources of
this country.
Minister, we are at a point where we are about to accept
this. When we look at your speech, we already know
that there is nothing for Bakgatla. We are debating
just to be in solidarity with those whom roads in their
constituencies can take a year and they will be put in
the Development Plan, and within a year that road will
be constructed. However, in Mochudi it takes 30 years
and along the way we give up. This is not fair. Bakgatla
have sent us to let you know that they are aware of what
is happening. Thank you.
MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): Thank
you Madam Speaker for giving me this opportunity
to respond to the Budget Speech by the Honourable
Minister Matambo. Let me also welcome you back
Madam Speaker. Let me start by thanking Minister
Matambo and the Cabinet or the entire Executive that
they have once again come up with a Budget. It has
shown in the previous years that putting up a Budget is
not easy.
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I attentively read through this Budget and followed
the overview that Minister Matambo gave us. My
realisation is that when this Budget was put up, what this
Parliament discussed when it came up with the National
Development Plan (NDP) 11 and the State of the nation
Address (SONA) were taken into consideration.
Madam Speaker, in Section 1 Paragraph 4, the Minister
talked about economic growth at 3.5 per cent during the
2019 financial year. The Minister went further to share
with us that the implication of such a growth will be
realising less revenue at the end of the financial year.
Madam Speaker, the Minister also cautioned us about
challenges of expenditure control. This Budget Madam
Speaker, the Minister is right, he has to be assisted because
if the departments which this Budget was allocated to so
that they can run Government programs since we do not
have expenditure control, we will then have the money
that was meant to be used for developments fail to be
used for such or being used for unnecessary things. I
plead with you Minister, try to expand and empower
your monitoring and evaluation department such that
when Parliament passes this Budget, it will be your
window within the departments to make sure that the
Budget is used appropriately.
While still on that Madam Speaker, control of wastage
is another thing which is worrisome, we have realized
from the departments that as Parliament passes these
funds, at times when you go to the ministries you
will find out that the things that they purchased with
this Budget are not used the way departments and the
nation wish they could be. Some things are purchased
and not used, some buildings are constructed and not
used, that Madam Speaker, is worrisome. Of recent, the
Government purchased a jet for Air Botswana. But that
jet is on the ground and not used, the pilots keep taking
it from the hanger and cleaning it in the evening, taking
it back inside, but it is a jet Madam Speaker that could
be used to bring revenue which the ministry under which
Air Botswana falls, needs. We saw SA Link recently,
transporting the people who remained in South Africa
and taking that money. That is drawback which as we
move forward Madam Speaker, we have to stand up,
make sure that wherever a Government department has
to make profit, it has to do that appropriately.
The other thing concerning this Budget Madam Speaker,
is value for money. As Parliament will be passing these
funds Madam Speaker, it is worrisome because when
initial planning is done, it is for the benefit of the nation.
Sometimes, as they move forward, you will realise that
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if it was a tender that was supposed to be budgeted
for P1 million, when it is gazetted to contractors,
Minister, they do tender fixing. It was the same with
our P10 million budget for Constituency Development,
we would have been told that our roads are worth P1
million per kilometer. Later on when the construction
was about to start, we were told that no; it will not be
worth P1 million per kilometer, they will only cover 400
metres. The Government did not go back and plan again
with different funds, such that when one kilometers is
completed, the Government would have planned for two
kilometers for paving in the village. Madam Speaker,
they never pay attention to value for money which the
Government allots for the developments.
Incomplete buildings minister; we have them in our
country although Parliament funded them. The relevant
departments have to complete those buildings instead of
constructing new ones with a supplementary Budget. If
that continues, it will result in draw back …
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, you are
only 21. Ring the bell.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, you are 21 and we will ring
the bell so that some can come in while you go out.
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, while still talking about buildings that
implementation of projects, if ministries do not stand
up as Parliament will be allocating funds such that
projects will be done on time, they will keep coming
back to Parliament to ask for supplementary funding, the
reason being that those projects delayed, they will go to
courts because of many issues while on the other hand,
their time frame to be completed elapses before they are
completed.
The other thing Madam Speaker concerning the Budget,
which is a major concern is corruption. As Parliament
passes this Budget Madam Speaker, if we fail to be alert
and pay attention to ways of fighting against corruption,
we will keep passing these budgets. Those suffering
from corruption syndrome will be waiting for us to pass
the Budget so that they can start their work Madam
Speaker.
My advice Minister is, let us empower the departments,
agencies or institutions which fight against corruption or
anti-corruption institutions, if they do not have money,
let us give them enough money so that they can do their
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job. Let Bank of Botswana be firm on their procedures,
FIA should also be able to go outside the country
without claims that we do not have money. Directorate
on Corruption and Economic Crime (DCEC) Madam
Speaker, let them take people to court, let it not be an
issue of having a budget year in, year out without taking
anyone to court or not having anyone who is already
behind bars because of corruption.
You went on Minister, to notify us that this Budget will
be targeting the three branches which you explained to
us; one of which is economic diversification. Minister,
I agree with you that it is a straight and forward way
which we can grow economically in Botswana. I agree
with you Minister that, we are bothered by the channels
of revenue in Botswana because they are only two.
Here Minister, you are right and we have to assess the
revenue channels in Botswana and increase them such
that we do not rely on diamonds and Southern African
Customs Union (SACU) because in the past, they made
new avenues like Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA)
whose consequences are unknown. We do not know
how they will affect the economy that we see in the
organization of SACU. You also updated us Minister
about Economic Diversification Drive (EDD), which
started around 2010, that it is doing well. I agree with
you Minister that EDD achieved its’ targets in the past
but I do not know if 2010 and 2019; if we can assess
the EDD Policy with its’ achievements that time because
there are new challenges within the environment today,
can it be aligned with modern economic challenges
such that the country can move forward with economic
growth and economic diversification?
Minister, at Section 2 Paragraph 20, you updated us
about the Special Economic Zones (SEZs), that this
policy started in 2011, I agree a million times with
it, that it is indeed a way in which we can achieve
economic diversification and growth of the economy in
the country …
MADAM SPEAKER: We do not have quorum
Honourable Molefe, some left.
…Silence…
MADAM SPEAKER: Proceed Honourable Molefe.
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Madam Speaker. These
SEZ Madam Speaker, as I said that this policy started
in 2011, I encourage and advise you Minister that, when
you compose this Budget, make a review because during
composition, some were already there as it was the case
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in Pandamatenga and Tuli Block. They have been here
for more than 7 years, I believe that Phase I and Phase
II should have been given a time frame that in such
and such a year, they must have done a particular job
such that a review can be carried out and other sectors
could be looked into and expanded, when these ones are
already operating. The other thing right here Honourable
Minister is that those Special Economic Zones (SEZs),
it seems there is a challenge with interlacing them
together and having them work; it has been seven years
since we have been talking about an idea of economic
diversification, yet nothing is happening. It means we
should probe deeper, and confirm whether that could
work for us; considering other means of growing the
economy. Madam Speaker, the eight SEZs that were
expounded on; seven years have elapsed…
In other places, there are other businesses that could be
ventured into. If I may give an example of our village
Mahalapye, there is an area where the Government
already has agricultural reserves that have been zoned.
Going forward Madam Speaker, they could review the
dairy sector and this could bring about growth in the
economy. Once again considering our village, places
like the showgrounds in Mahalapye, these are places
with open spaces that are used once a year. Such places
could be considered as time goes on and be used as
business centres under the SEZs programme. By so
doing, our local economies back in the rural areas could
be grown and the job creation that we always talk about
from time to time would actually happen.
Honourable Minister, you also informed us about
the private sector, that it plays a significant role in
the growth of the economy. I totally concur with you
here. You also informed us that it is not performing as
optimally as it should. I have observed that the private
sector also has its own challenges, as it is unable to
grow and increase the pace of the economy as we wish.
You explained that there are funds that the Government
releases for tenders. In this instance, I have realised that
the companies which tender do not belong to investors;
they are those that come to Botswana to make money.
Their emphasis or their focus is to make money through
tenders, and when those tenders are complete, they go
back to their native countries or they go and utilise those
monies somewhere else. We end up not having small
infrastructures that we could use for manufacturing,
and those who would have been employed in such
companies would vanish, and we would not have a way
of tracing them; not knowing where they are. I could
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give an example; just as there was a water reticulation
project in Mahalapye in the last two years; the company
that was doing that reticulation had employed about
900 locals, and after that tender ended, the company
retreated; there was no plan to re-equip and profile the
900 former employees; so that going forward, it would
be known that they are people with skills in the area
of plumbing and water reticulation. The issue of skills
transfer Madam Speaker, is very important, that as the
Government gives people tenders, there should be a
policy that Batswana who are working there; we should
be able to harvest something from the experts so that
once they departure, we would be able to administrate
our own businesses this side.
You also updated us regarding reforms that should be
implemented Honourable Minister. I agree with you, as
you have explained about those that are still going to
be presented to this Parliament, such as the Trade Act;
it should be dealt with as soon as possible. If we do not
have trade law, we encounter challenges that I have been
talking about.
A contractor would come to Botswana, not being an
investor, but rather a retailer tendering company, which
would be more concerned about being awarded a tender
then go to South Africa and buy material and give them
to us or install it for us. At the end of the tender, they
would then go back to their home country, taking the
money wherever they want, then we would remain with
nothing to grow the economy with.
Again Honourable Minister, you apprised us about
the Public Private Partnership (PPP), and I agree with
you that it is something that could take us forward. On
this point again Honourable Minister, considering the
remaining number…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, if you go
out, the quorum is going to collapse.
MR MOLEFE: …considering when it was established
Madam Speaker; it should also be reviewed, whether
it is moving at a pace desired by the Government or
not. To check whether it has made progress; something
should be done so that it can be aligned to the challenges
that have to do with job creation in the modern era. In
our constituency Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Local
Government, year on year, when they were breaking
down their budget, they were not able to build the
structure that we need such as the bus rank. If the PPP
programme could be hastened, places like bus ranks that
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have malls in Mahalapye, could help us in the sense that
what we are desiring in the village as developments,
could be done whilst there is still time.
Honourable Minister, I also observed how you broke
down your budget and the Ministry that we are leaning
strongly upon when we talk about the economy; when
we are talking about the emergence of Small Micro
Medium Enterprises (SMMEs), it is the Ministry of
Trade. The funds that were allocated the Ministry
of Trade in this budget are too menial to facilitate
emergence of SMMEs. The Ministry of Trade would be
able to assist the SEZs, knitting them together at a very
crucial time that the small manufacturing companies
could thrive. Going forward, we could make a request
that the budget for the Ministry of trade be reviewed,
and not say it will share with other ministries.
The other ministry that has challenges year on year is the
ministry of agriculture. Its nomenclature was changed to
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, and I do not
see the ministry fulfilling the aspect of Food Security.
The ministry of Agriculture was not given enough funds
to be able to produce enough food. When we look into
the import bill, of the things that we need that come
from outside Botswana; when we talk about food…
MADAM SPEAKER: Someone is saying clarification.
I do not know why Honourable Makgalemele’s
microphone is not making any sound. Thato please ask
them to fix it.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Molefe.
Before you gravitate further away from your point that
the Ministry of Investment Trade and Industry was
given a small share; I need to ask a question. When we
look at the subdivisions that market this country or those
advertising it, there are several. His Excellency the
President, the Minister whose responsibility includes
international cooperation and other Ministers also do
market this country. Do you not think if we could gather
all those efforts then they could become adequate and
enable us to market our country?
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I agree with you that the effort on
the part of the leadership is very welcome, but here we
are talking about the Minister’s budget. If marketing of
the country that you are talking about has been done
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to create…the Minister should be having adequate
resources so that he would have enough budget to
facilitate growth of citizens, who will be anchors of that
economic diversification or growth,. I agree with you on
that point. Leadership efforts are necessary.
Department of Agriculture; we are know that where
Botswana is situated we are faced with challenges of
global warming. We know that in Botswana when you
attempt to plough, production is burned by the sun
therefore the Department of Agriculture is equipped
with adequate technology to venture into other means
of agricultural production like irrigation. However they
cannot encourage Batswana to venture into this if the
ministry is not allocated enough funds.
Ministry of Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development; we are talking about youth
unemployment. If Minister Mabeo’s ministry is not
allocated enough funds to address unemployment
issues they will not even be able to profile unemployed
graduates. Their budget could have been increased.
Skills development; to mould a graduate so that they
possess the skill that is specific to the requirement of
the market, there should be institutions which will do
that. However if the ministry is not allocated enough
funds to execute those skills developments, we will still
have such graduates. Our universities produce graduates
who are lacking skills required by the market. If the
market lacks skills required, then it means you will keep
engaging foreigners which hinders economic growth
and employment creation for Batswana.
Madam Speaker, I support the Minister’s request. With
those few remarks, I conclude. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. I wish you well, I learnt that you have not
been well but you do not look like someone who had an
ailment, you look strong.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: I know her, I have worked with her for
a long time. I thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the Budget proposal presented by Honourable
Matambo.
Let me start by thanking Honourable Matambo and his
ministry. When you are responsible for looking after a
wallet more especially the country’s we have to thank
you because you are protecting us. A lot of people
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who criticise you are failing to manage their domestic
budgets. When it is month end like this, stress levels
are high as one would not know how he/she is going to
pay school fees and motshelo (group savings) money.
In this case you are looking at all the ministries where
each requires funds. So when you look at that aspect
including scrutiny by international organisations, this
balancing fact you have to execute is the most difficult.
You are confronted with a situation of thumb-suck
budgeting in which Members and Leaders of the
Opposition can stand here, telling you that they will
increase old age pension to P1, 500. We want living
wage, under which context? What is the basis that
you are going to allocate that much? Madam Speaker,
we should ensure that when Members are sworn in
Parliament…perhaps we must even move a law that if
there is difficulty that Members of the opposition have to
address the nation. It sounds enticing to the next person
that they will increase old age pension to P1 500 as
compared to reality Honourable Matambo presented in
the budget. Let us improve the situation and ensure that
opposition parties should be given enough resources so
that they can prepare an alternative budget. As I know,
I do not think there is any difficulty which hinders them
from accessing them so that we put everything into
context.
So that as you claim that you can increase minimum
living wage to P1 500, we are going to see your deficit
running at P10 billion, and what does it say in speaking
to the international monetary organisations in that
respect? That is the challenge I have, that standing here
and promising people that, “I will give you a minimum
wage ya P3, 000” or a living wage of this much…Yes,
anybody who does not have a responsibility to account
to the nation can stand up and say that. Honourable
Matambo and his Government have a responsibility
to account to the nation and even the international
organisations. So for you it is easy to just promise
people more especially during this period of political
campaigns. Go on, continue saying you will increase
Village Development Committees (VDCs) allowance to
this price. We will meet at the rallies and you explain
this budget…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where will you be?
MR KGATHI: Why are you asking me where I will be,
who said I will be where?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
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MR KGATHI: It will be boring in October, you are left
with 10 months. You are serving a notice. You will all
not be here because we will ensure that you are gone.
Okay, let me continue, I know I have touched you at
a wrong button, where I challenge you to present a
realistic budget. I am persuaded, Honourable Matambo,
that you are doing a good job. Your officers are doing a
good job looking after this country’s wallet, not a thumbsuck of 1500... Moreover when you allude that you want
to cancel minimum wage and introduce living wage, a
minimum wage is a gage which attempts to establish,
how it can attract the labour market and the investors.
If you make the cost of labour more expensive than the
industry can afford, you are chasing away investors in
the whole game plan. This thing where people do not
say things within context Madam Speaker, are things…
HONOURABLE
(Inaudible)…

MEMBER:

I

am

saying…

MR KGATHI: No ways, listen! I am saying, the more
you make…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: I do not know what is wrong
with your microphones. I told them to fix them.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: He says point of procedure
Honourable Kgathi, please take your seat. Honourable
Kgoroba, let us hear it.
MR KGOROBA: Point of procedure Madam Speaker.
We are 63 in this Parliament but quorum is formed by 21
people. So my question is, those of us holding quorum
does it mean we have to be prisoners because of absence
of over 40 members in Parliament today?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are delaying me.
MR KGOROBA: Hey! I want to go outside, should I
just collapse quorum without talking to the Speaker, ah!
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I understand your point.
Please ring the bell!
MR KGOROBA: Madam Speaker, I am not a prisoner
for absent members.
MADAM SPEAKER: You had raised a good point
Honourable Kgoroba. I told them to ring the bell. Why
can you just sit down and wait, any member who comes
then you can go.
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MR KGOROBA: … (Inaudible)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay.

MADAM SPEAKER: Oh! They say there is no quorum
as we speak. Go and call your colleagues Honourable
Keorapetse, I do not know where Honourable Kablay is.
My officers here told me that you are 20.

MR KGATHI: Hey! I am a Member of Parliament
for Bobirwa, that must be very clear. This Budget is
speaking to the Bobirwa Constituency in a big way.
First of all, there is continuation even though it is not
mentioned specifically singling out the development
project. At Bobirwa we have benefited a lot from this
Budget…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, proceed. They did not
count properly.

MR KGATHI: Yes, that is why I am saying that the
Budget is speaking to my constituency. We are currently
having Semolale Police Station which is ongoing at
Semolale. It is going to augment the Border Post at
Mabolwe in order to ensure that people are kept safe
within the boundaries. It is a very classy police station.

MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker…

MR KGATHI: Thank you. Madam Speaker, I want to
refresh dispelling myth of the thought that the P3 000
for the living wage is a realistic thing. It is unrealistic,
particularly when placed within the whole budget
context. That is what should happen.
Another issue that I want to dispel here is the numbers
portrayed here that we will create so many jobs within
this period. It is just a dream, we have put it into practice
by saying that this Development Budget will translates
into projects, into employment creation in this way.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: The Development Budget speaks to the
jobs created…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: It is immaterial for you…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR KGATHI: What we need to do…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)...
MR KGATHI: Stop howling! What we need to do…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR KGATHI: No, there is no clarification, I am
very clear. What we need to do is to ensure that the
Development Budget is executed and implemented on
time. That is one major thing that we have to do in order
for us to achieve this.
Madam Speaker, before I proceed with other issues,
I want to talk about the situation at my Constituency.
Indeed this Budget speaks to the Bobirwa Constituency
at great length. It does…
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: You cannot blame me, there is nothing
I can do if Kgatleng West constituents do not have a
Member of Parliament. So, do not come here and
complain. Go and tell your people that you are inefficient.
There is no problem when I say that at Bobirwa we have
benefited from the Budget.
Secondly, it is speaking to the Bobirwa Constituency
in the form that the Plaatjan Border Post is nearing
completion. The Plaatjan Border Post which Minister
Matambo and the rest of the officers inspected must
now be at a stage whereby a slate is being constructed
for easier movement between Botswana and Zimbabwe.
The Plaatjan via Mabolwe route is the shortest route
towards Harare. It is going to create employment. If
you do not understand the economics of employment
creation through budget execution, I have difficulty why
you are here.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification my friend.
Clarification.
MR KGATHI: My friend, I am saying if you cannot
understand employment creation emanating from
budget execution, I wonder why you are sitting here.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification my friend.
MR KGATHI: Okay.
MR MANGOLE: On a point of clarification. You are
debating very well my colleague. I heard you saying
there are no developments at Mochudi because I am
inefficient. I want to ask you this, why did Babirwa kick
you out if at all you are efficient?
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MR KGATHI: You have nothing to say. I regret why I
gave you space to ask a question. Madam Speaker, how
would you expect a man who asks irrelevant questions
like this to attract development projects at Kgatleng
West? No, this is serious.
I am saying you must begin to understand that we
are building a police station at Mmathubudukwane,
and that execution of the budget for the construction
of Mmathubudukwane Police Station is creating
employment. If you have to count the Development
Budget project by project, you will be able to calculate
the number of jobs that will be created. The bigger the
budget, the more jobs we are going to create. We are not
going to have a situation where you have a thumb-suck
and then say that we are going to create 100 000 jobs…
MADAM SPEAKER: They are 21 Honourable
Kgoroba, Honourable Chilly, they are 21.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Unfortunately, someone rushed
out when I was not aware.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Can you not hold on?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Let him go, we do not want
chaos.
“EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP”
MR KGATHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I
will also address some matters during the course of my
debate, these guys of the opposition are used to the fact
that they…
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Okay,
Honourable Kgathi there is no…
MR KGATHI: I mean Honourable Members, my
apologies. Members of the Opposition are used to us
keeping quite when they attack us. I am not going to
accept or do that. So, I am going to hit back in some
instances during the course of my debate so that we are
on the same page.
I was saying that Honourable Matambo’s Budget speaks
volumes to Bobirwa Constituency. I gave an example of
the development projects that are ongoing. Bobonong
internal roads are ongoing and almost complete. I am
sure that the funds for the finalisation has already been
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credited. So in this case, we cannot afford not to speak
praises about this Budget. What more would I want
as a leader if I can stand here and say this Budget is
wrong? I would be a hypocrite. My duty is to talk about
the developments of my Constituency. I do confirm that
that this Budget speaks to the Bobirwa Constituency.
Listen, you claimed that this Budget does not speak
to Molepolole but there is provision to go and connect
water and sewage at Molepolole. At the same time, you
want to turn around and say this Budget is useless. What
is wrong? What is wrong? Such things are unacceptable.
This Budget…
DR MMATLI: On a point of order. Is the House in
order despite the fact that I did not say anything, for a
member to cast false accusations that I only talked about
the police station whereas project of water connection
is in the pipeline? I have never said anything so he
imputing improper motives and I will beat him!
MR SPEAKER: No, he is provoking you, calm down
Honourable Member.
MR KGATHI: You just have to bear with it. You said
that you wanted to be a Member of Parliament. In fact
I did not say Dr Mmatli, I said that you are just sitting
there whereas there are projects to connect water in the
pipeline. You are not the only Member of Parliament
at Molepolole. Honourable Khan left here trying
to display a certain knowledge by saying “Minister
Matambo’s Budget is too quiet so I am leaving,” only to
realise that it is included, and he must go and apologise
to Bakwena.
I talked about internal roads. The P10 million
Constituency Development Fund is doing wonders at
my Constituency. We are consulting with councillors
and Village Development Committee (VDC) members
and we have started seeing major developments.
Construction of Dikgotla shades is ongoing as well as
upgrading offices for public servants. We are grateful
for that and we are saying in the future, funds permitting,
funds should be increased so that more projects can be
implemented.
This Budget speaks volumes to the Bobirwa Constituency
in the sense that it has given a larger provision to basic
education. We commend improvement of primary and
secondary results. There is a very good demonstration,
and part of the contribution to the good results. I have
put in a hand by soliciting sponsorship for the Excellence
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Awards and arrangements to appreciate teachers
and top achievers who are given laptops in Bobirwa
Constituency; that has yielded results. That is the job of
a Member of Parliament to carry out such tasks.
I just want to talk about issues of politics because this
is a House of politicians and where politicians distort
things, I want to straighten them. Mr Speaker, I want
to put it to you that the opposition is in disarray in the
sense that we cannot be able to get sense out of what
they are saying. I saw an adolescent presentation by
the Leader of the Opposition here. Three quarter of
his speech, he was talking about things which are not
relevant. I had a lot of expectations from him, only for
him to conclude by saying he is going to swipe another
car. That is childish; adolescent politics and that is why
I am saying Batswana should not have hope on false
promises. They should have hope in available practical
solutions.
There is no party called Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC). It is a collection of political organs or
bodies which have divergent ideological orientation.
That is why Alliance for Progressives (AP) defected and
stood on its own. They are a far much better organisation
than this conglomeration called UDC, and for a fact, we
are not going to have ballots labelled UDC because you
are not a political organisation. We are only aware of AP
only, it is the only party which even their speech relative
to what we had from the Leader of the Opposition was
far, far much better, but that does not mean that …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: Keep quiet, I will soon beat you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR KGATHI: You will regret why you are just
interjecting. The disarray that I was talking about, is
confirmed by the resignation of Honourable Mangole
from this and he put up a statement. Mr Speaker, the
other day I asked that you should always brief us on
developments of political organisations, only for you to
come…
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MR SPEAKER: No, I am not going to do that because
you have been provoking him, let him respond to you.
Proceed Honourable Kgathi.
MR KGATHI: My submission here Mr Speaker to
you is that Batswana deserve a credible opposition.
The Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) is in need
of opposition and as I speak today, we do not have
opposition. Honourable Mangole was confirming this
disarray when he said he can no longer continue to be
the Whip under such circumstance and I applauded you
for being a responsible man, a man of integrity does that
Honourable Mangole. He builds up courage to write a
letter …
MR MANGOLE: Mr Speaker, point of order. Mr
Speaker, the Honourable Member is out of order
completely. I have never said anything in my letter
of resignation from the Opposition Whip, that the
opposition is in disarray. If I was in Mochudi I could say
he is accusing me falsely.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) ...
MR MANGOLE: He is out of order.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, he is saying you
are falsely accusing him.
MR KGATHI: No, that letter can be brought and
read here again. When we were still at school learning
English, we were taught, “what do you get; contextual
meaning of this,” so maybe I making a deduction from
what you are saying. You are saying, “I cannot continue
working in a state of political disarray”. The point I am
making to you Honourable Member is that, you are a
man of integrity. I know you, I grew you up from the
youth centre. Yes, that you are a man of integrity...

MR NTLHAILE: Procedure.

MR MANGOLE: Point of order Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, this young boy is out of order, he cannot come
here in Parliament and say, he grew me; he did not grow
me. I am older than him. You must withdraw that. Grow
me where?

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, you are
supposed to say, point of procedure. Read your Standing
Order 53. Proceed Honourable Member.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, Honourable
Mangole is saying you are a child and you are not
supposed to talk to him the way you did.

MR NTLHAILE: Okay. Thank you Mr Speaker. Can
you advise the Honourable Member that his introductory
statement is enough he should go back to debating
Budget. He is now talking about unnecessary things.

MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, I was saying, I groomed
him, maybe it was my pronunciation. I groomed him
while I was Director of Youth and he was at Youth
Council, guiding him on what to do. That is why I was
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very happy when you wrote a letter of resignation and
I said, this is my man. Yes, this is my man. Man of
integrity. He is my product.
The BDP will benefit from a strong opposition and as
the BDP, we wish and want to improve opposition. The
problem however is the fragmentation that is happening
almost every now and then, especially when we are
going for elections; this thing worries us. I am saying
this as Secretary General of BDP. I am worried about the
fragmentation of the opposition. We want them strong,
so as to deal with issues and develop this country.
MR MANGOLE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I tried to
keep quiet, I am worried. Honourable Kgathi is out of
order because he knows that I was the one who groomed
him into politics. He was just an inexperienced young
man from the civil service. They made him suffer when
they cheated him out of winning primary elections in
1980 something, I stood up to ensure that he comes to
Parliament, grooming him while he was a sorry sight.
Now he comes here and claims that he groomed me, he
is out of order. I groomed you into politics small boy.
Hey!
MR SPEAKER: No, enough! Enough! You should not
argue.
MR KGATHI: Moving on Mr Speaker. The other point
which I said I asked Honourable Boko to come here,
I want to express my greatest disappointment. I just
watched his interview on eNCA, alleging corruption
which is there. He is a lawyer. The reason why I am
expressing disappointment is that he is a lawyer. He
cannot go and make statements which confirm things.
Someone is innocent until proven guilty. Therefore, for
him to go and give such an interview, an unpatriotic
interview which is disparaging this country in this
manner before he has facts on his hand, what kind of a
lawyer is he? These are the things which I am saying are
wrong and crooked.
The other disappointment I had with him is when he
said, he is going to swipe another vehicle, when serious
matters of tax evasion were alleged against him. Now,
this is the leadership I am saying Batswana are not going
to benefit from and hence I agree with Honourable
Mangole that knowing him, having grown up with him,
he is a man of integrity and cannot stand this type of
childish behaviour where when serious matters of tax
evasion are mentioned, he says he is going to swipe
another vehicle.
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MR NTLHAILE: Point of order. Mr Speaker,
Honourable Minister should not impute improper
motives on Leader of the Opposition because it is
wrong of him to utter words such as ‘childish’. Maybe
he wishes to be a child but he should not do that with
Leader of the Opposition.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, I do not
understand your complaint. I do not think there is
anything wrong with saying someone is being childish.
Proceed Honourable.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Law of relativity will
tell you that he is a child, relative to my age. So, there
is no problem. Mr Speaker, I want to talk about the
Rule of Law. This Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
Government is determined to ensure that we respect the
Rule of Law. This is a commitment all the way from the
party, including into Government and this is what we
are going to do…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: We …(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR KGATHI: I have stripped off his rank, he is no
longer Major General he is now Lance Corporal…
(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR KGATHI:
(Laughter!)…

…(Laughter!)…Mr

Speaker…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, we are determined …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR KGATHI: Behave yourself Lance Corporal. We
are determined Mr Speaker…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. I humbly
request that you talk to this civilian. I am not a Lance
Corporal. You will confuse Batswana. I want you to
apologise civilian, or else I will respond now. Withdraw.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What is your title?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I am Major General Pius
Mokgware. Withdraw and apologise.
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, correct.
MR KGATHI: Yah! the behavior of a Major General
depicts itself without even questioning. Carry on Major
General!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, withdraw.
MR KGATHI: In military terms when I say carry on
Major General…
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Kgathi, you did not
withdraw that he is Lance Corporal. He says you should
withdraw the words Lance Corporal and then say carry
on to him.

MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, I was saying this BDP
Government is determined to ensure that we respect
and uphold the Rule of Law. The pronunciation by
His Excellency of Declaration of Assets, to the BDP
Government is the most welcome decision and we are
saying this policy must be implemented as soon as
possible. It is one of the pieces of legislature that will
help us fight corruption in all its manifestations. So, as
the BDP, we welcome the Declaration of Assets policy,
so that it could pass. You should not fail to attend then
accuse us that we pass laws at night. If you do not
attend, the procedure allows us to proceed if we form
quorum. I know the kind of people you are. So, that is
the procedure.

MR KGATHI: I do not think he is in doubt of his rank.
He is a Major General. I was merely saying his behavior
warrants stripping off the rank of Major General. So, he
remains a Major General. Carry on!

We shall continue to enhance the welfare and tools of
Police, prisons and Botswana Defence Force (BDF)
trade, as we shall demonstrate very soon that conditions
of Botswana Defence Force and Police Officers have
increased tremendously in terms of housing, in terms of
the tools of trade…

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, point of order. The
thing is…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, no, you are
wasting our time. You know that we are going to dwell
on this subject.

MR KGATHI: Yes, they have improved and I can
confirm without hesitation here.

MR SPEAKER: He is withdrawing Lance Corporal.

We also welcome the amendment of the Stock Theft Bill
Mr Speaker and the efforts we are putting in place as a
ministry with operations such as “Kgomo Khumo”. Let
me tell you one thing Honourable Mokgware, a good
number of butcheries that benefitted possibly from some
of the stolen stock, are no longer open at the rate that
they were opened.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: He should say it.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: He said my behavior...

MR KGATHI: Stock theft distorted the price of beef,
the real value of beef. As cattle farmers we are now happy
that the real value of beef is going to be on the table,
because the people who were stealing cattle, distorted
pricing system of beef. This is why I am saying, we are
going to put the bulk of our resources from the police
side to try and fight stock theft. I am going to plead you
to pass the Stock Theft Bill as quick as possible. Ntlo Ya
Dikgosi already supports it, like you have referred it, I
will bring it back here so that Batswana can hear your
views as to what you are planning to do in that regard.

MR KGATHI: Withdrawn. Carry on!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, what is he
withdrawing? He should be specific.

MR KGATHI: I withdraw Lance Corporal.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: He says my behavior is…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware sit down.
Honourable Mokgware!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Sir!
MR SPEAKER: He has withdrawn the words that I had
ruled that he withdraws. So listen and allow Honourable
Kgathi to debate and finish.
MR KGATHI: Honourable Members you will make
Honourable Mokgware madder at me, let me proceed.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
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The crime situation; we are continuing to fight the
crime situation, but we are worried Mr Speaker with the
increasing rate of prevalent offenses of theft of motor
vehicles, stock theft and threats to kill. On the whole
there is quite a lot of reduction of the crimes happening.
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We are also concerned about road traffic accidents. Road
traffic accidents are growing at a high rate, we therefore
want you to assist us as passengers on taxies or buses,
if they over speed… you get that some of the buses if
you are driving at 120km/h it overtakes as if you are
not moving. We are talking to the police to make sure
that we enhance the road traffic patrols that exist. Bus
drivers must be warned.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR KGATHI: There is no time Honourable Member,
allow me to conclude. Bus drivers should be warned
because they are killing our people.
The welfare of the Administration of Justice, Judges;
accommodation and transport, all these situations
are being solved. They are working very hard on the
backlog of cases. Backlog of cases, Police officers,
Administration of Justice and Attorney General’s
Chambers have come together, we are trying to eradicate
this situation and it is clear that we are making progress.
We are enhancing the tools of trade of Administration
of Justice officers. We have finished refurbishment of
Courts in Mahalapye, Maun, Francistown, Kasane, all
of them so that their working conditions could be clear.
That is what we have done. We are continuing with
training of the entire justice system, where we want
people to be trained on new Acts of Counter-Terrorism,
Proceeds of Instruments of Crime and Eastern and
Southern Africa Anti-Money Laundering Group
(ESAAMLG), of anti-money laundering so that they
understand the new policies. We are empowering them
by improving the tools of trade.
In conclusion Mr Speaker, I want to add my voice that
I abhor corruption and we must declare war against
corruption. We must ensure that the 20 Bills we passed
last time, that relate to anti-money laundering, as the
leadership of this country, we see to it that we are not
offending them. Let us do what needs to be done.
Registration of your trusts, those of you who have trusts,
we have increased the grace period. I wish to request
and remind you to go and register your trust, declare the
beneficial ownership of the trusts. I thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up Honourable Kgathi.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
TSOGWANE): Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I
stand to support the Bill before us, seeking for money to
go and implement the projects that Batswana are eagerly
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waiting for. Mr Speaker, let me start by apologising to
two of my villages in my constituency which I could
not address during my last tour. It is unfortunate Mr
Speaker I had some other pressing schedules and I
ended up postponing those two, which are Motopi and
Makalamabedi. Knowing my constituency very well,
my people should not be worried, I will air their views.
I will express their concerns and go and give them
feedback at the end of this session. Mr Speaker, I will
go and address them before the end of this Parliament.
I will address them by Monday next week. They will
forgive me for having not covered them during the last
tour but as I said, their promises are still standing. Mr
Speaker, let me commend the Minister, this is the best he
could do under the circumstances. It was indeed a very
good budget, a very considerate man who is balancing
and does not negate responsibility when it comes to
dealing with the issues. It is a responsible budget. We
have heard the opposition making an attempt to try to
submit a comparable budget which never came into
being, because all that we heard from the Leader of
the Opposition was the usual lamentation and trying
to make promises. Other Honourable Members from
our side have ably dealt with the presentation by the
opposition. He is promising Batswana a pie in the
sky. He is making promises which are unrealistic as
colleagues of mine have expressed the same sentiments.
He is either indeed being irresponsible or he is just
deliberately trying to distort the truth. He is trying to
promise Batswana things which he cannot achieve
because it is an election year. We are dealing with a
budget; money which is available. We are saying how is
he going to distribute the resources which are available?
We are not dealing with the manifesto or the National
Development Plan for the coming years. Here we are
dealing with a specific figure; projections which are
only for 12 months, as I understand the budget cycle. It
is going to be the amounts which should be used within
12 months and the man is coming up with a shopping
list and all sorts of promises. One can only say this is
very unrealistic. Even if you give that alternative budget
to a year one student, he or she would tell you that
this is unrealistic, given the figures that are available.
Maybe he is not privy to the available resources. That
is why he can come up with figures such as P3 000.00
minimum wage, P1 000.00 for old age pension and
creating 100 000 jobs in 12 months. Probably he does
not have the figure; he does not have the advantage of
knowing the financial projections within that period of
12 months. If he has, then I would say because it is the
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election year, he is trying to crawl out of the political
dark hole. That will not help him, neither will it help
his colleagues. What he has presented, to me is simply
irreconcilable controversy. It was just like saying dark is
the same as light, or night is the same as a day. Those are
irreconcilable controversies. The controversy between
what you have and what you have to provide within your
limit, he thinks that the budget is limitless. It cannot be
limitless Minister; you were right and you have to come
with priorities. You cannot make everything a priority.
Within budgeting, you must come up with priorities. We
know our priorities and we got them right, and you were
linking your budget to what the President has promised
Batswana. You were limiting your budget within the
framework of National Development Plan (NDP) as
well as the Vision 2036. I think this was a very good
budget Mr Speaker.
Coming to education Mr Speaker, I must applaud the
Government for having started reception classes. I
had an opportunity to tour my constituency and I have
realised that there were reception classes in all the
schools in my constituency. When you visit those kids
and see how they get themselves ready for learning,
it is really exciting. I know the resources are not that
much because some of them do not even have classes
and the right equipment to use. That alone makes it not
to be as comfortable as you would have liked it to be.
Nevertheless, the reception classes or early childhood
learning is taking place in our schools.
Mr Speaker, there is a school in a very remote area
in my constituency, Moremaoto. It did very well. I
must commend those teachers and that school. More
importantly, that small village had an opportunity of
benefiting from village library; a very well designed
library. It has helped these kids to learn a lot because it
is a remote area and does not have many developments,
but they did well in the Primary School Leaving
Examinations. Can you remind me of the company that
has provided that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR TSOGWANE: Okay, Rothschild Foundation, and
it is still doing that in many places. Let me commend
that company because it has really brought a difference
in that small village of Moremaoto. That is what we
need from our development partners.
Moving on Mr Speaker, I also want to commend the
Government for its efforts in trying to fight corruption.
That is not enough, we also need to protect. This
Parliament passed Whistleblowers law last time and
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that law is very critical when we deal with corruption.
Whistleblowers have to be protected, otherwise if we
do not effect that law, we are going to have difficulty
of people coming forth to come and report certain
cases. I want the Minister responsible to encourage the
protection of whistleblowers because it is very critical.
The institutions that are fighting corruption also have to
be capacitated Minister. All these institutions are doing
a sterling job; Directorate on Corruption and Economic
Crime (DCEC), Botswana Unified Revenue Service
(BURS) and Financial Intelligence Agency (FIA). As
we have seen, they have already taken major steps in
trying to address corruption in our country. All they
need is capacitation Mr Speaker.
Now going back to education; we need to empower our
people and the empowerment starts with education. It
starts with helping people to learn. I have realised that
there is a small gap that we need to close, it is on people
with disabilities. In my constituency, we have one officer
who is responsible for assessing learning disabilities.
Most of the children could not go to appropriate centres
for learning because of disabilities that they have. We
need to train more people who can assess our children,
particularly in the rural areas to detect disability which
may deter someone from learning. If you do that, if you
disempower these people with disability by not having
education. Therefore, we really have a greater problem
in the future. I think we need to empower people with
disabilities, particularly at a formative stage, so that
they can also learn from certain areas, in certain schools
which have equipment which is in line with their learning
difficulties. That is something that I have realized; I do
not know if such officers are found in some areas, but in
Boteti the whole district, a very huge district, we only
had one such officer. Some people were blaming him
for being unable to help them, thinking that maybe he
is lazy, but you could see that he was overwhelmed. We
encourage that we should capacitate such officers in that
area and have more of them.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of elucidation Mr
Speaker. Member of Parliament for Boteti West is on
point. Let me add that, this same officer is transferred
and we are already having challenges there. People with
disabilities like you are saying, we need an officer as
soon as possible so that he can help us; the two of us
in those two constituencies of Boteti as you are saying.
MR TSOGWANE: You are very right Honourable
Member of Parliament for Boteti East. We had him, he
was the only one; because of pressure like I am saying,

Monday 18th February 2019

Appropriation (2019/2020) Bill, 2019 (No. 1 of 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

people thinking that he is not helping them, he was
transferred. Now we have a real serious problem in the
area. I hope the responsible ministry will take action.
Again, there is a problem because that officer was
supervised by a ministry which is not the same ministry
that he probably was supposed to be supervised by.
They are falling within two ministries. Even if people
were to report some misgivings about his work, it was
very difficult to say which Minister is responsible for
that officer.

within our workforce is very, very critical. We need
to encourage our people, Batswana to work hard, let
them not just relax. Let them work with the knowledge
that they are working for their country. Low levels of
productivity as we have experienced in some cases
cannot really benefit this country. We will pass a Budget
here, if we are not productive we will never implement
the Budget that we have passed. I wanted to raise
that issue of productivity that we also we must take
responsibility and be productive as a nation.

MR SALAKAE: On a point of order Mr Speaker.
Honourable Kgathi is making noise while the Vice
President is talking. He should go back to his seat. He
is disturbing me, I want to listen to Honourable Leader
of the House.

The other issue that I want to address is the issue of
taking this country to the next level, as promised by His
Excellency. His Excellency talked about a transformative
agenda. He talked about moving from a resource based
economy to a knowledge based economy. Indeed, he
is implementing what he promised Batswana. That is
why we are talking about realistic promises. Already his
Excellency has signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with one of the renowned universities. That
Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic
of Botswana and Rutgers State University of New
Jersey is going to help a lot. It is going to see us through
this transformative agenda, and moving from one level
of a resource-based economy to the next level of a
knowledge-based economy.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, go back to your
seat. Proceed Honourable Tsogwane.
MR TSOGWANE: The Honourable Member for
Ghanzi North, has reminded me something that I did
not declare when I started. I am contributing to this
Budget not being a respondent. I am responding just
as a Member of Parliament representing Boteti West
Constituency. So, some should not equate my response
with that of the Leader of the Opposition or the Leader
of the Minority. Even if I am not matching them, you
must know that I am not responding to your comments.
The respondent is the Minister responsible for the
Budget, Honourable Matambo.
While I am still there Mr Speaker, talking about the
Budget having to translate into tangible results in
terms of projects being implemented, I must also
indicate that it is also important for us or those who
are responsible…, some Members were complaining
about implementation. They were right. There is lack
of implementation in some areas. There are flaws. We
have realised that most of the projects could not be
implemented, and some of the monies had to revert
to the Government coffers. That should not be the
case. When we budget for projects, we have to go and
implement those projects. I know there is an issue of
capacity which we always talk about. I think we need to
address that issue of capacity.
Within the same token, I must also address the issue of
productivity, it is very, very important. We may have
a very good budget, we may have resources, but if we
do not try to address the issue of productivity, then we
are also having a problem. The issue of productivity

I just want to quote Mr Speaker, the scope of the
collaboration on paragraph 2 of the same Memorandum
of Understanding, if you allow me.
MR SPEAKER: Go ahead.
MR TSOGWANE: What I am quoting Mr Speaker
is that Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of Botswana and Rutgers State University of
New Jersey for collaboration in economic development.
I am sure Honourable Members have witnessed that
as it has been aired and you know about it already. Mr
Speaker, “the parties intend to cooperate in a number of
strategic areas for Botswana. The partnership will focus
on technical assistance, and initially on the following
areas;
(a) Design and establishment of a knowledge hub in
Botswana,
(b) Health care system and health care workforce
development,
(c) Capacity building in areas including but not
limited to internal medicine, oncology, surgery,
telemedicine and others,
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(d) Capacity building in technological enablement,
(e) Support of the Botswana strategic or transition
team to drive the transformation through leadership
development, to enhance productivity, leadership
training in civil or public administration, etc.”
This is going to even help this Parliament here, because
some of the Members of Parliament will be taken for
training along these lines. As well as our officers, on
short courses and in-service training. This is a major
step. Not many countries have this instrument in place.
To have a President who has been going and placing
this country on international community and trying to
put our Botswana on the map, is a great achievement
Mr Speaker. We need to applaud His Excellency in this
area.
What is your point Minister?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Order Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: He is not talking to you, proceed
Honourable Leader of the House. I have been reminding
another member here that you say point of order. Now if
he did not hear me, just proceed.
MR TSOGWANE: If I may continue. Let me touch
on the issue of trying to address rural development. His
Excellency in his inauguration and State of the Nation
Address. He really emphasised the issue of empowering
and growing the Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises
(SMMEs). So, we also need to help him. He also talked
about value chain in terms of the agricultural sector.
Value chain is something that we have not been able
to achieve in the past, so we need to step up when it
comes to value chain, especially in the agricultural
sector because in the rural areas, we do have people who
are doing farming and crop production. We know our
country is a livestock country, unfortunately again, we
are also a country that is hard hit by drought, and this
drought calls for production of feeds for livestock and
we have not been able to sustain or grow that sector.
We have not seen the opportunity of value chain when
it comes to crop production in terms of storing and
processing livestock feed. Most of our money when
we budget for drought, goes beyond our borders, you
will realise that there will be a lot of horse and trailer
trucks crossing the border with Lucerne and all kinds
of livestock feeds. So, we need to step up Batswana
and produce this; we have land, we can plough, we can
grow the stock feed, we have livestock that needs the
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livestock feeds so we need to encourage that sector. As
his Honour, the President promised that in the future we
are going to have a budget for drought because drought
is always there, whether we like it or not. I can see you
are anticipating me…
MR SALAKAE: Point of clarification. Thank you Mr
Speaker, thank you your Honour the Vice President. I
am listening to you attentively especially now that you
are debating the agricultural sector…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! I am told you are 20.
Honourable Goya, check who is outside.
…Silence…
MR SPEAKER: Proceed Honourable Leader of the
House.
MR SALAKAE: I was not done yet; I actually wanted
to ask a question; there is a lot of debate Honourable
Vice President, around beef export liberalisation, I
wanted to hear your view on that.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I will
just answer that in the affirmative, indeed we are for
Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) or beef industry
liberalisation and we are going to start. We only have
a problem with the BMC in Francistown as you are all
aware, and we all know that our BMC in Lobatse also
has not been doing well but indeed, we are for that, it
is long overdue Honourable Member of Parliament and
we are going to do it. So the other issue that I want to
address Minister, is water.
MR SALAKAE: Further clarification. I just wanted to
ask again for the last time; how far are you with the
commercialisation of the BMC because last time the
Motion was brought to this Parliament in that line you
said, you are going to start with commercialising the
BMC, this one was secondary interest, how far are you
with commercialisation of the BMC?
MR TSOGWANE: We are not far from doing it
Honourable Member, we are very close. I think like
you are saying, they go together with liberalisation,
when you do the other you have to commercialise the
other because there should be competition. So, we are
opening the market like we have always promised you
to open up, and this is part of opening up the economy,
so we will reach that point.
Mr Speaker, I just want touch briefly on water, we are
a thirsty constituency, we have been looking forward
for the implementation of water network in the Boteti
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Central, Boteti South. So, we know that the project has
been there for a very long time, but we still have hope
because the money has been sourced through World
Bank, and let me take this opportunity to thank our
development partners like the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund (IFM) and others. So those institutions
have helped us since independence, so we always need
to thank …
MR MOREMI: Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, I am complaining because these Ministers
do not respect the Vice President, we cannot hear him
clearly because of the noise they are making.
MR SPEAKER: Please reduce the noise Honourable
Members. The reason why some of these remarks are
passed is to cause conflict, so reduce noise.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Honourable Member of
Parliament Moremi, you can do very well as a Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) member, your thinking is
very much in line. So, let me take this opportunity to
talk about management and conservation. You know
we need to conserve our resources; water like I have
said, is a scarce commodity but we do not seem to be
treating it like a scarce commodity. We have some water
flowing to some countries nearby, last time I went just
across the border in Lobatse, there is a small dam there,
people are doing a lot of irrigation, but I was asking
them where do they get the water? They said this is
flowing from Lobatse, you see, we need to do something
about conservation of water, water harvesting. I mean
as a hard hit country, in terms of water shortage, our
conservation strategies must also talk to that. So, there
is a lot of wastage when it comes to some resources, but
going forward, in the years to come, the only bet would
be how you conserve your resources, be it land, energy,
water…
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up Honourable Leader
of the House.
MR TSOGWANE: You will have to conserve your
resources. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR GUMA (TATI EAST): Thank you Mr Speaker sir
and …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR GUMA: Thank you very much your Honour. Let
me start by commending you Honourable Minister.
From 1966 to date, Ministry of Finance have been a
pillar of our strength in terms of prudent management.

Appropriation (2019/2020) Bill, 2019 (No. 1 of 2019)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

Your ministry has done a good job in terms of making
sure that we do not become like any other African state.
You have made sure that there is prudent management
of our resources, small as they were, and you have
ensured that there is discipline in terms of spending, it
has not been easy and I want to commend your staff. It
is not always easy sitting at finance with all the demands
coming from left and right to try and appease all of us.
We come with a lot of issues as Members of Parliament,
we are here because people have got needs and people
have got requests and sometimes when we come here we
are also fighting for what our people say are the issues.
Let me commend you for Constituency Fund. The
Constituency Fund, Honourable Minister has taken over
from the District Development Plans in our district and
particularly in the North East. The spending has been
good and cooperation between councils and the ministry
has been very good. There has been a lot of changes
on the ground, for instance; if you go to most of the
villages, you will find electricity extensions in areas
where there has been no electricity, in villages like
Tshesebe, Themashanga, and recently now in TsamayaMabudzane. Extensions of water in those villages and
assisting teachers again with accommodation through
this Constituency Fund was driven by the community
leaders themselves, starting from the Chiefs and Village
Development Committees (VDCs) and the cooperation
of the councils.
I must commend the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development for working with us and assisting
the people of the North East in implementing these
projects. That must continually… if it were possible, in
the review of the National Development Plan (NDP),
you must even look at the possibility of increasing these
funds, provided you utilise them. The implementation
of these funds is the responsibility of the districts and
Members of Parliament (MPs) themselves working in
collaboration with the Ministers. We are doing that and
there has been a lot of success in that area.
We also want to commend you again for having found
funds to assist us with water in the North East. We
know the water is not there as we speak, but funding
has been provided. We are at tendering stage and the
processes have to be followed. In particular way, you
have borrowed people’s monies from the World Bank.
They have standards which are supposed to be kept. We
have to be patient and it is like building a road or some
infrastructure and at the building stage, there is going to
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be a lot of inconveniences, but that does not mean to say
Government has not taken a step to address the issue.
The issue of water in the North East is being addressed
and…
MR MOREMI: On a point of clarification, Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Guma.
From a planning perspective, there is a construction of
three dams. Will it not be better to build one dam and
then you reticulate that water with other funds rather
than to build three with no reticulation of water for all
the three?
MR GUMA: Sir, there is enough water in North East.
It is just a question of distribution of water; the piping,
alright! The pipes that were there at that time are no
longer coping with the demand in the area. So, we
have to finish the dams. What is happening is that we
are removing those pipes and replacing them with new
pipes that can actually cater for the demand. That is the
money which the Minister has actually provided for.
Otherwise, water in the North East is more than enough.
We are comfortable with that. It is just the distribution
of water which we need to attend to.
Minister, on the agricultural sector side, I hope the issue
of the elephants in the area have been provided for. I am
still insisting that there is a need for us to look at electric
fences around where we are ploughing and also around
the border. We must do so in collaboration with our
neighbours and have a discussion with them in this area.
I can tell you there is no ploughing happening at all in
areas near Matsiloje. I can tell you that Matopi area is so
fertile, and it can even feed this nation. The water levels
in that area are more than enough and we must find ways
of coexisting with these animals. We are not saying, let
us eliminate them. We are saying, let us come out with
a proper management in consultation with people that
live there. I hope the responsible Minister will hear us
in this regard.
Having said so Minister, there is an area which you
touched because I am going to talk about other areas.
You touched about transparency and referred to the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) and Statutory
Bodies Committees. Honourable Minister, we commend
you for talking about these important Oversight
Committees. They are key. What one would have loved
you to say is resourcing them so that they can work
nonstop. A committee of Parliament is an extension
of Parliament. There is a lot of progress being done at
examination. Even if reports have not been tabled, it
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does not mean to say ministries are not taking action
to improve on the issues as they are being raised. I
will give you one example; you gave us an instruction
to look at the National Petroleum Fund (NPF) and we
have not tabled the report. The reason sir has been that
at examination, we found ourselves at times, at crosspurposes with the other investigating agencies like
the Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime
(DCEC). As an example; when we looked, there was a
P60 million transfer from NPF to a bank, that just went
away quickly. We instructed Bank of Botswana to do
an investigation and they came with a negative report
about the bank. We are unable to proceed on that matter
because DCEC is on the matter. Sometimes we do not
want to rush and table reports because we may later on
be taken to task. In an investigation and examination, it
takes time. It is not right for us to rush and make certain
recommendations which later on we find ourselves to be
challenged in court because we had rushed.
The second thing is that we are an independent body,
particular from examining yourselves. Give us time
to do our work without rushing because sometimes
you may rush to make a judgment. You can make a
judgment about someone’s life which can haunt you
for life. That is why as and when we are working with
Government institutions, we should also be assisting
you to govern better. We have to manage issues of
negativity that do not really build us. What we do
with Accounting Officers, we prefer to work together
as a team even when we are an oversight because if
you rush to always look at faults without coming with
recommendations or how they could do better, you
end up creating a nation of negativities where you
think as Parliament, you are so good because you are
always showing the wrongs without coming out with
recommendations on how things should be improved.
We have made recommendations to the Auditor General
to focus on performance audits and value for money
because at PAC in particular, at Central Government, it
is always about financial matters, have you spent? We
are hardly focusing on these huge cost overruns. That is
where maybe we need assistance Honourable Minister.
You have to capacitate the Auditor General and this
Committee so that we can deliver better and assist you.
One other important thing Honourable Minister which
I thought maybe you could touch on and say to us
when are we going to have a review of the National
Development Plan? It is critical because we are going
for elections and some of the ideas that His Excellency
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spoke about need to be factored in the review of the
National Development Plan. We can see that there is a
lot of time before we go for an election but it will be
nicer if the review can be made as early as April before
we close. I say this because when I listened to the salaries
review that is projected over two years, I said, but in the
NDP 11 we had projected a huge budget deficit, that was
going to improve depending on the level of revenues
and how we were spending. It is a very good thing to
look at salaries and conditions of service of our workers,
including ourselves, but it is also very critical for us to
be prudent.
When I heard the announcement on the increase in
salaries of the civil service, I asked myself a lot of
questions; maybe I would have looked at it differently.
I am not too sure whether they got a good deal, maybe
they are quite happy with it, but I can tell you that by
middle of the year, they will be complaining. Depending
on how the resources were going to look like, I would
have also looked into, maybe the tax brackets; to say,
“I increase your salaries but I also take from you.” If
somebody is earning P18,000 and I am giving him 6
per cent, it increases the tax bracket. I am giving you
and I am also taking from you. There is another worst
form of taxation called inflation, because it cuts across.
It still affects them. I am saying, maybe they rushed
looking into the percentages and never checked whether
the impact of those percentages make sense to them.
Somebody earning P12,000 is most likely going to get
P500 increase, and then increase his tax bracket, by net
effect, he is most probably going to get about P300. Is
this where the issues are or should we have been looking
at the conditions of service as a priority?
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of clarification. Thank
you, your debate is on point. Now I was saying on that
one, though you are talking about tax bracket, it is a very
valid and great point, but we have A scale and B scale.
Maybe as an example, take the lowest notch of A scale,
you are going to find that the increment is about P170.
I think it might be P170, but surely it is less than P200,
and I do not think it makes that much of a difference.
MR GUMA: I was going to get there, Honourable
Member, that there is a need for us to relook at the
minimum wage. I am tempted into thinking that there is
a need for us to look at the minimum wage to a level of
not less than P3,000. I can tell you, if you look into the
inflation and the rentals, living costs and living wage,
the amount of money that we are paying these people
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really, it has become nothing for us to talk about. Those
are the areas that we should look at, not increasing, but
we should be looking into the total living conditions of
Batswana and say, the total wage bill as Government, is
it adequate?
The second question is; where do we get the revenue to
really look into that? I am saying to you; you have the
revenue tied in fixed assets that you do not need. There
is a need for you most probably to relook into the way
you are spending, in particular these projects, buildings
that really could have been handled by the private sector.
Move away from owning assets, operate strictly on cash
and start to get taxes from it. I will give you an example,
Honourable Minister, if I was sitting in opposition, I will
most probably dispose of some of the buildings that are
owned by Government because they are also creating
another expenditure; that is maintenance. Dispose them,
get taxes from that, get cash and rates. Move away from
maintenance, and let that be done by somebody else.
By so doing, you are now improving the private sector.
They are not going anywhere, this is your economy, that
is where your growth starts. The growth levels of 4 per
cent are not ambitious enough. We should be looking
at ambitious growth levels of not less than 10 to 15 per
cent, and then pick up the areas of growth levels; on
what we should be doing. I am saying to you, you have
got cash, and your cash is tied in fixed assets that you
do not need.
The other thing that excited me Minister is, you are
looking at the building of infrastructure, in particular,
the railway line, it is key, provided we do not go to
look for funding. We do not need funding, we do not
need to go and borrow to build that, but we need to go
for concessions. If you give somebody a concession to
construct that, they will not develop, they will bring in
foreign direct investment, they will bring in cash from
outside and inject it here. There will be two levels of
growth; the tourism sector and the agricultural sector,
just by that railway line. If we go for borrowing, I am not
sure whether that is a good idea. Let the private sector
play its role. When you give somebody a concession,
there are railway charges. I can tell you, the return on
investment, the turnaround time for investing in there,
will not be less than 10 years, including construction.
In construction, they take five year-returns through
railway charges. I can tell you, most of the growth in
Southern Africa is where there is a population, and that
is in the North. There is a need for us to link with South
Africa; the South and the North. The biggest population
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lies in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),
a huge mineral resource country. What is lacking is
infrastructure to link us with these two countries, and
we are sitting in a very strategic position to drive the
growth of Southern Africa. That would need us to think
in a very revolutionary and ambitious manner and not to
rely on the funds that we only have here. Bring in other
investors to come here to invest, and they would have
seen projects that can assist us to develop.
It is okay to build a road through my village to one area,
but I can tell you, it does not assist economic growth, it
is a political ambition. Even if I stay for years without
that road being built, but there is a strategic road that has
been built that assists economic growth, that is where
we should be focusing on. We should be ambitious to
tell our people that the funds that we have should assist
us to develop this economy.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR GUMA: Yah, it is okay, but then you are only
thinking for yourself as an individual. It is going to
catch up with you, do not forget that you are not going
to be in this Parliament for too long.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR GUMA: It is temporary, all of us. Let me tell you
something, this kind of…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification. Thank you
very much Honourable Guma. I hear you very clearly,
so I am wondering, in your view, you think the economy
should only be concerned with economic growth not
economic development, If I understand you correctly?
MR GUMA: Economic development and economic
growth go hand in hand. If you do not grow the
economy, such that you have revenue streams to assist
you with the development, you have a challenge. You
need development, but you must define it because
development should not only focus on infrastructure
and things alone. It also reflects on the thinking and
the character of persons; that is your definition of
development. If you focus on the infrastructure and
buildings only, your definition of development is narrow.
Economic growth assists you with development.
Sir, I am not an economist; I am just speaking as an
ordinary person. Economic growth and economic
development entail that there should be political
stability, which is beginning to fade away as I see it. If
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anyone tells me that we are currently sitting properly in
this country and we are not heading for instability, you
are cheating yourselves. They go hand in hand.
There is a need for leaders in this House to sit down
and I can bet, you will be judged badly if this country
was to go down the drain and go through political
instability as we see happening right now. All of us have
a responsibility to ensure that what has taken so many
years to build, does not just go away within a year or
two. If we do not work together and not all make sure
that it is our responsibility, whether this side or that
side to make sure that there is stability, we will all live
to regret it. This kind of a generation will be the same
generation that saw economic growth and destroyed it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR GUMA: You are part of it; you are not different
from us. We are in the same House; we are all leaders.
I am just asking all of us, wherever we are, to sit and
ponder and say are we going to be saying this is our
land, a gift from God? Our children are watching us; we
are being watched carefully by all our electorates.
Mr Speaker sir, thank you very much.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR GOYA): Let me
thank you Mr Speaker for giving me this opportunity
to also add my voice to Honourable Matambo’s speech
which was delivered to this August House on the 4th of
February.
Mr Speaker, I have been listening to Honourable
Members who took the floor and spoke before me, and
I have observed that quite a number of them took turns
to thank Honourable Matambo for his speech. Likewise,
Mr Speaker, I also want to join the bandwagon…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Goya, we are
short of one Member.
Order! Proceed Honourable Goya.
MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was just saying
that I have been listening to Honourable Members
who were thanking Honourable Matambo for his
Budget Speech. I was saying that I also want to join the
bandwagon to also thank him for the excellent delivery
of the Budget Speech. Mr Speaker, but by so saying,
I am not trying to suggest that Honourable Matambo
has not done well previously in terms of delivery of the
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Budget Speech in this House, I want to say that this time
around, I think he did extremely and exceptionally well.
Sometimes I hear people saying that when people do
well, they are over the moon and I think Honourable
Matambo was over the moon on the 4th of February
when he delivered the Budget Speech.
That said Mr Speaker, I want to appreciate…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR GOYA: He was extremely overjoyed.
That said Mr Speaker, allow me to first and foremost
appreciate the budget planning process that we use
in this country. While I appreciate that the process in
itself is rather complicated and highly technical, it is
gratifying and satisfying that Honourable Matambo’s
ministry, every now and then call meetings, call all the
stakeholders to get their views about the Budget itself.
Mr Speaker, this is something that I think we need to
appreciate as Parliament and as Batswana. This on its
own Mr Speaker, makes the budget planning more
open, transparent, democratic and it suffices me to
mention that our budget planning process confirms our
firm commitment as a Government to our democratic
principles. We are a Government that practices
democracy in this country.
Mr Speaker, still in the spirit of democracy, we note
with pride and pleasure that several stakeholders;
more especially commercial banks, every now and
then after the Budget Speech has been delivered in this
Parliament, they independently conduct stakeholder
meetings where they bring people together to give
them the opportunity to critic the Budget, scrutinise
and interrogate it. I think this is something that we
should embrace as a Government and we should also
cherish Mr Speaker because it does not only enrich our
democracy but it also educates Batswana so that they
get that critical level of understanding of the Budget, of
how we prepare the Budget in this country. Obviously
the budget debates create a win-win situation for the
Government and for Batswana. The Government
emerges a winner in the sense that all the feedback that
they get from these stakeholders can be used to plan
forward and accordingly. At the same time, Batswana
are also winners in the sense that the debates broaden
their scope of understanding of the Budget.
Mr Speaker, it goes without saying that our needs as a
country have grown over the years, or our needs and
aspirations as a country have expanded. These needs
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now surpass the revenue that we have in our country and
this is the reason why in a number of years, Honourable
Matambo has come to this Parliament to say that there
is going to be a budget deficit.
Mr Speaker, our needs are many. There is shortage of
water currently in this country and earlier on, Honourable
Guma Moyo spoke about shortage of water in this
constituency. There is a need for us to address diseases
in this country. There is a need for us to build bridges
like we are currently doing. There is a need for us to
refurbish our roads and also to come out with new roads
in areas where people do not have good roads. These
are the needs that we are currently having as a country
and these needs far surpass the revenues that we have
in the country. Batswana should appreciate that we are
operating in an adverse global economic climate. This
is one of the things that we need to educate Batswana
on, to understand that our budget is very limited and
therefore, it is not adequate to address all their needs
that they expect the Government to do for them.
The overall picture of the global economy has not
been good for quite some time and the markets are
still unpredictable. Mr Speaker, this is confirmed
by Honourable Matambo, on Page 1 of his speech at
Paragraph 4 if you allow me to quote it. This is what
Honourable Matambo is saying; “The global economy
continues to be characterised by sluggish economic
activities due to uncertainty in global markets.” This
is exactly what I am also saying when I mention that
our needs and aspirations as a country far surpass our
revenues in the country.
Mr Speaker, Batswana should also understand that
Botswana is not an island, therefore the budget planning
has to take cognisance of the global economic climate.
The global economy is projected to grow by 3.5 per cent
in 2019, from Honourable Matambo’s speech and 3.6
per cent in 2020, while on the other hand, the domestic
economy is projected to grow by 4.2 per cent in 2019
and 4.8 per cent in 2020. I think we should not be
misled by the figures of the domestic economy. When
we do our projections, our budgeting, we should also
take cognisance of the global economy. I am quite sure
that Honourable Matambo and his ministry, when they
prepared this Budget, they took cognisance of both the
global economy performance as well as the domestic
economy performance.
The domestic economy performance Mr Speaker; I
am glad that Honourable Matambo’s speech calls for
continued expenditure control and I cannot agree more
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with Honourable Matambo on the need to control
our spending patterns as a Government. I think Mr
Speaker, we need to assemble a team of people who can
move from one sector to the other, from one ministry
to the other, to look at where we are spending as a
Government and try to identify unnecessary spending.
That unnecessary spending should be avoided so that at
least we can be in a position to address the other needs,
priorities that Batswana are looking for. This is one area
that I think we need to look at. For example Mr Speaker,
every now and then we hear cases being addressed in
courts, Government employees taking the Government
to courts and the Government ending up losing those
cases in court. When you look at some of these cases
Mr Speaker, I for one think that most of them can just
be addressed administratively, within the office, rather
than to allow them to be taken to the courts of law. This
is one area where I think that Government is losing a lot
of money on, with issues that could have been addressed
amicably. Let us try to avoid that.
Mr Speaker, despite the global and domestic economy
not performing at high levels, we are soldiering on as a
country and Government. The 2019/2020 Budget is a
typical Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) led Budget,
well-calculated to address our national priorities as
spelt out in National Development Plan (NDP) 11 as
well as Vision 2036. This is what I have realised in the
Budget that was delivered by Honourable Matambo Mr
Speaker. We are in the year of elections and one would
think that in a year of elections, the Government should
come out with promises, many promises to Batswana,
but we have not fallen into that trap or the temptation of
coming out with lofty and unrealistic promises as one
would expect in the year of elections. We have rather
remained consistent Mr Speaker, with the strength
and performance of both the global and the domestic
economy. This is how our Budget has been planned.
What one can take home from this Budget is that, it is
specifically tailored to address two key challenges that
we are facing as a country. It is addressing issues of
poverty and unemployment. What more could one ask
from the Budget? If a Budget is addressing these two
issues that are our main challenges in the country, then
it is a good Budget. It is a Budget that gives Batswana
hope that something is going to be done for them. It is
a Budget designed to stimulate growth, that is going to
create more jobs for Batswana.
One would ask a question, where are the jobs in this
Budget? I want to say that the jobs lie in issues like
Economic Diversification Drive (EDD). Government
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purchasing power should be used so that we buy
as many products and services as possible that are
produced locally and by so doing, we will be creating
employment for Batswana, for the locals. If we continue
buying from outside, then it means we are creating jobs
for the outsiders. I think EDD is one programme that we
can use as a Government to create jobs for Batswana.
Another…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT
(MR
MAKGALEMELE):
Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Goya. Just on that point of EDD Honourable
Goya, EDD is not a new programme, I think it has been
ongoing for a couple of years. What will happen this
time around that will create jobs that did not happen in
the past?
MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Makgalemele. I think he is right. There is
something that needs to be done to EDD. We need to
tweak it, but most importantly Mr Speaker is to ensure
that ministries are instructed to use EDD, because as
it is right now, most of the ministries do not procure
locally. We still have ministries which are procuring
products coming from outside the borders. The same
products that are produced locally. If you can enforce
EDD Honourable Makgalemele, then I think it will take
us somewhere.
The other programme that I think can create jobs for
Batswana is the Special Economic Zones (SEZs). Mr
Speaker, the development of all the eight sites that have
been identified under this programme, I think if they can
be given money to start them, then they will create jobs
for Batswana. The other thing that is going to create jobs
for Batswana is the promotion or development of the
private sector. I think worldwide it is known that the
private sector is the key to economic growth. We need
as a country to be steadfast in terms of cultivating the
ground to ensure that the private sector in this country
thrives. That is one thing that we need to do Mr Speaker,
more especially on programmes like the Public Private
Partnerships (PPPs), as well as privatisation of some of
the state-owned enterprises.
The other thing that I think we need to do Mr Speaker,
that is going to create jobs for Batswana is the
continuous reform in our business environment. We
need to continuously reform our business environment
so that when investors come into the country, they
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are able to be assisted as quickly as possible and
that on its own will create jobs for Batswana. The
other area that is going to create jobs for Batswana
that is in this Budget is infrastructure development.
Honourable Matambo speaks a lot about the need for
the Government to develop the infrastructure in this
country, more especially roads, bridges and other issues
that he mentioned in his Budget. I think all these things
are going to create employment for Batswana. So, in a
nutshell Mr Speaker, jobs lie within the Development
Budget, jobs lie within the P17.03 billion that has been
allocated to the Development Budget. I am sure that
things are going to change. We are going to see some
change this time around because we have come out with
a Monitoring and Evaluation System and if this can be
applied properly, I think this monitoring will help to
ensure that all the development projects in this country
are being addressed and implemented accordingly.
MR REATILE: Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker.
Thank you Minister. I heard you saying that today’s
Budget will help us to create more jobs. According to
you Honourable Minister, from this P17 billion, how
much money will be left in Botswana because most of
the jobs are given to foreign companies? That means
if you pay them on Monday, nothing will be left in
our banks on Friday; they would have taken it to their
respective countries after paying the employees with
P300 000, that means all the billions will be gone. So,
according to you, how much will be left to circulate in
our economy from P17 billion?
MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Reatile. I think the projects that are going to
be allocated to the companies which are coming outside
the country are projects that… we do not have companies
which have the experience or the technical know-how to
do those projects. Other than that Mr Speaker, we should
give projects to the local companies to do them. We
should only give projects to outside companies where
there are no local companies or companies owned by
Batswana who can do those projects. I think this is what
is going to happen. All the projects that are supposed
to be done or where Batswana have the experience of
doing them, let us give them to Batswana, let us not give
them to the outside companies. By so doing, we will
ensure that we retain all the money under Development
Budget in this country.
If I go on Mr Speaker, I want to say that there is one
thing that Batswana should start a debate on, all these
debates, seminars and workshops that are conducted by
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the independent stakeholders, more especially after the
delivery of the Budget. I think they should talk about
how should we as a country, expand our revenue streams
because currently our revenue streams are very limited
and this is the reason why our needs and aspirations as
a country, far exceed our revenue. We need to ensure
that we start the debate on how we should expand our
revenue streams. Honourable Makgalemele seated next
to me, has talked about this in the past that there is a need
for us in the country to expand our revenue streams. I do
support him in this line of thinking.
Mr Speaker, I associate myself with the Honourable
Members who are of the view that there is a need to
increase the Constituency Development Fund. Some are
saying we should increase it from P10 million to P20
million and I for one think that will be a huge jump.
Maybe given the limited resources, let us increase it
by P5 million so that it moves from P10 million to P15
million. I think it can do something in our constituencies,
more so that is a programme that we as Members of
Parliament, we are also hands-on, we regularly check to
see the progress of these projects.
Mr Speaker, I am quite impressed about how
Honourable Matambo’s ministry allocates the Budget
among the sectors. If you look at the way he has done
his allocation, the first sector that gets the largest share
of the cake is Basic Education, the second is Health
and Wellness and the third one is Defence, Justice and
Security. These sectors are top priority Mr Speaker. It
is important for us as a country to strengthen education
and the health sectors in this country. It is also important
for us to bolster our ability to defend our sovereignty
as a country. That is why I support that the Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security should be allocated the
third largest share in the country.
Mr Speaker, I am worried about maintenance of
facilities in the country. Most of the Government
facilities if you move around this country, they are
dilapidated; some have been vandalized and abandoned.
If you drive from here going up north, stop at Artesia,
there are some facilities there belonging to Botswana
Railways, houses that have been abandoned. Go to
Dibete, Mohalapye, Palapye and Serule, the same thing.
Botswana Railways…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Goya.
MR GOYA: Mr Speaker!
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MR SPEAKER: That place is called Mahalapye.
MR GOYA: Sorry sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mahalapye.
MR GOYA: Mahalapye sir. Thank you sir. So, all these
houses belonging to Botswana Railways have been
abandoned, dilapidated and some have been vandalized
by people; people just removing windowpanes, doors
and so forth. The painful thing Mr Speaker, is that in
all these places that I have mentioned, you go there;
teachers do not have adequate accommodation but on
the other side, there are some houses which have been
abandoned, have not been put to any use. All these
houses belong to the Government. Are we practicing one
Government or what? It looks like what is happening
right now, the left hand does not know what the right
hand is doing and we are one Government. I just want to
say that those who are responsible, those who Botswana
Railways falls under, they should do something. They
should just approach the Ministry of Basic Education
and say that we have houses that we are not using,
why do you not just get money, maintain these houses
and allocate them to the teachers because teachers do
not have houses, adequate accommodation in all these
places that I have mentioned.
Mr Speaker, not only houses belonging to Botswana
Railways; I have been to Ghanzi, there are some
Government houses there that are abandoned. I have
been to Tsabong; there are houses there that have been
abandoned. I have asked who is the owner of these
houses and I am told it is the Government but then you
ask yourself, why as Government we are allowing this
to happen? I think we need to do something Mr Speaker.
One of the things that I think we need to do is to have
budget provision for maintenance. Some years back
there was an amount of P500 million that was set aside
as a budget provision for maintaining Government
facilities. I think we need to go back, we need to do this
sector by sector, let us have a small portion. Let us have
a budget provision just for maintenance of Government
facilities. I think by so doing, we will surely achieve
the consolidation of our development gains for further
economic transformation which is the theme of this
Budget.
I also associated my…
MR SEGOKGO: Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker.
Thank you Minister. Minister, I heard you saying that
there are many buildings which were never maintained.
Have you tried anything at all on your own apart from
telling us right now?
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MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Member. He is right. I did something while
I was still at the Ministry of Basic Education with
Honourable Dow as my Minister. I instructed the then
Permanent Secretary (PS) to talk to the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Botswana Railways to see whether
they can allow us to take over these houses so that we
can maintain them and allocate them to the teachers but
it looks like it was tall order for that to happen. I thank
you for that Member.
Gravitating to conclusion Mr Speaker, I want to say that
I also associate myself with the comment that was made
by Honourable Guma Moyo when he said that, we need
to ensure that the review of the National Development
Plan (NDP) 11 is done as quickly as possible. I am
looking forward to that Mr Speaker, because in Palapye
we have a problem with the health facility. I am looking
forward to making sure that the building of a new
hospital in Palapye should be put in this review of the
NDP 11. It needs to go in there. Otherwise it is going to
be chaotic in Palapye. I rest my case. Thank you very
much for this opportunity.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR VAN DER
WESTHUIZEN): Thank you Mr Speaker. I stand to
support the Minister of Finance, Honourable Matambo’s
Budget Bill. Our Ministry of Finance headed by our
Honourable Minister Matambo, always do a sterling job
in the sense that they make sure that we have finances
to run this country’s interests. We are sure that every
time when the Minister of Finance presents his Budget,
whatever he has budgeted for, he is always able to meet
those obligations in terms of paying our debts and to
meet all the different ministries’ allocations. What
I like about Botswana’s way of budgeting, and the
culture that has been created over so many years, we
hear internationally that there are economic refugees,
but Botswana does not have any economic refugees.
The amount of money that has been budgeted for can
take care of all our needs in Botswana, or at least all our
basic needs. I think sometimes it is us as implementers
or even as citizens of this country; because both from the
Government side and the private sector as I have always
said in the past, that we disappoint the Ministry of
Finance. We disappoint them in that those of us who are
supposed to prepare our different tenders and budgets,
we fail to spend money allocated to different ministries
for certain purposes. Not only from Government
side, but also from the private sector, which is very
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disappointing. We do try to have policies that will
attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), but if we fail
to even spend money that has been allocated, then how
do we think we will be able to grow the private sector?
I am personally very disappointed to see us drawing to
the end of the financial year and yet we have not spent
our Development Budget. This has impacted even the
economic growth that the Minister has alluded to in his
Budget Speech. I think personally, we could have had
growth of more than extra 1 per cent; 1.5 per cent if
we are able to spend money allocated especially in the
Development Budget. In these projects, we have got job
creation, empowerment of Batswana and many other
things that can grow this economy. What I am concerned
about is especially the small and medium businesses;
that we should create policies that will support the
growth of small and medium businesses. By doing so,
what I can encourage is also the spending of our Budget.
I only have one concern, in the past I have spoken about
the four backwards constituencies which are Kgalagadi
North and South, Ghanzi North and South, the North
West and Chobe. When I look at the Budget, I always
ask myself how have we intervened to try and improve
the lives in these four struggling constituencies or what
have we done in the Budget that will favor them so
that they also benefit from the Budget like any other
constituency?
My concern is that, if you look at development projects,
I think the first thing that we need to address is the basic
needs of our citizenry, and look at those areas that have
long lagged behind in terms of development, especially
when you talk about hospitals and schools. We talk
about roads; we talk about…
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of clarification. I hear
you Honourable Member; you spoke about Botswana
not having economic refugees. I do not know whether
you were referring to Botswana not having people who
are working in the diaspora, working outside or abroad,
as a result of not finding jobs here? Is that what you call
economic refugees? Because if that is the case, we do
have many Batswana in Canada, I even have relatives in
the United Kingdom (UK) who work there. I have got
friends in Australia who work there because they could
not find jobs here.
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I am referring to
Batswana who like in other countries, are forced to
travel by these small boats to Europe, and taking high
risks to find jobs and better lives. Mostly, if we talk about
economic refugees, I am referring to that. If you go as
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an economic refugee, you would be mostly qualified for
certain jobs out in other countries, in the international
job market. I am not talking about where we have an
exodus, where we literally go and flood other countries’
economies for Batswana to look for jobs. There is
nothing wrong for you to seek employment in other
countries internationally, but we do not have almost all
citizens wanting to get out of the country to look for
jobs. The growth I am talking about, when I talked about
the 1 and 1.5 per cent, is the money that goes unspent
towards the end of the financial year. To continue my
point; the idea of campaigning for re-election or for
support of your constituency, by all of us requesting for
certain development projects, while knowing that not all
can be covered, I think there is something wrong in the
way we distribute our Development Budget and there
are certain types of projects that we are allocating. In
my own case, what I would not like for the time when I
was in Parliament, is for me to campaign for a hospital. I
always talk against Thematic Working Groups (TWGs),
because I feel that there is an unfair competition for
resources, for projects, for political mileage. For
instances, I feel that there should be a national approach
to the needs of our different constituencies. If I do not
deliver any kind of projects, whether it is a project
that is needed or not, if I do not get it for some reason;
maybe shortage of funds, money allocated to the wrong
projects or projects where they are not needed then it
tends to influence my re-election.
Many of us when we speak on the Budget Speech, we
will always divert to our personal interest or for our
own personal political mileage. We will talk about the
projects that we want in our constituencies, whether
they are needed or not… then, you are going to tell
people that this is what I have delivered. Because of
the planning process and priorities, some of us are not
getting those projects and we cannot campaign with
them.
I feel that we should have a national view of all
constituencies where they are lagging behind; where
projects or developments are needed. I will be listening
to the Committee of Supply as to what projects that
we have requested in Kgalagadi South which of those
project will we get for the next five years. You will
never hear about national roads leading to some of our
constituencies. Roads and facilities that are used by all
our citizenry or our own citizens and by international
tourists or international visitors. I think we should have
a national view of what to put where, whether it is a
constituency belonging to whoever.
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I remember in the past when you had a junior secondary
school or you have council facilities they will be in all
the different constituencies. In all councils, you will
have the same type of development. You talk about
those old hospitals, which we find nationally, the same
structures still exists today. However, you ask yourself
when you build new roads or new hospitals what
informs the decision to build them where there are
built today? For example, our people listen to how we
speak in Parliament. They listen to what we approve.
Today’s electorates are very informed. They listen to
what we discuss and debate. When you address Kgotla
meetings, they will ask you about things that you have
discussed in Parliament; to what extent has those things,
the decisions that you made, how does it benefit them?
How does the national cake that is being distributed
here, how does it benefit them? That is my concern.

nationalist approach. If you talk about Dubai, Dubai has
opened itself up to investment. We are not closed, but
what I am saying is in your debates, I can sense that
you still want to hold onto the economy as Batswana. I
can sense that in your debates and in your responses. If
I can make an example; you look at Gaborone today, I
had this discussion with somebody who recently went
to Dubai, why cannot Gaborone be Dubai? Gaborone
can be Dubai. Botswana even at the moment, if you
look in the region or Africa, I think if we can just up our
game, become more free thinking society and see the
benefits of opening up our economy and invite foreign
direct investment. The problem is we have to take these
decisions being open-minded emulating what the people
in Dubai do right.

MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of clarification. On
that point Honourable Member, when you look at a
country like Dubai, it discovered oil around 1965. That
is around the time that we discovered our diamonds. I
am just interested in what really happened that today we
are so dependent on diamonds that we cannot survive
without diamonds while in Dubai today oil accounts
for about 3 per cent of their Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). How is it that today they are far much better off
in terms of economic diversification than us and we are
lagging behind, so dependent that we are threatened by
synthetic diamonds? What happened?

You look at the tourist industry; there is a bad and
negative side to the tourism industry. Issues of colour
always creep into the debate, even if it is not necessary.
The other time I was at an Agricultural Pitso when I was
still an Assistant Minister of Agriculture, in Ghanzi.
Ghanzi has got a lot of underground water and some
people are taking advantage of that water. The next thing
when people were commenting after the presentations,
when it was question time, we were concerned as
citizens as to the way the water is being drawn from this
aquifer. There were people who had invested personal
money into projects of up to P40 million as we speak.
I said to them, why is the Chinese economy doing so
well? The Chinese economy is doing so well because
they copied. Many things they do and produce today
they copied them. They do not go back and invent them.
They improve on them. For all the different sectors in
the market. Why do you not go and copy what these
people are doing? I am sure citizens in Ghanzi have land.
They have access to the same water, but then we choose
to look at the colour. Even if you talk about colour in
Botswana, the people who you would call white person,
an Indian person, or a Chinese person if you look at the
economy, the different sectors, you will find that there
are a few percentages of those people who are benefiting
from this economy. There are big areas where Batswana
can still get involved. They may not be on their own
because they might not have the know-how, but they
can get involved by first having the land which gives
an advantage and going into partnerships. We choose to
sell that land instead of using it as a bargaining tool. The
mindset has to change for us to grow and be part and
parcel of this economy.

MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Let me put it
this way. I have listened to some of your debates Mr
Speaker. I can sense there is a sense of nationalism and

We have tried to support Batswana, you know, I
personally handled the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) in Local Government, where I had stopped tenders

Being a Minister in Local Government, I should
look at national priorities. I cannot prioritise my own
constituency above national interests. If there is no
school needed in Kgalagadi, I should not go and build
a school and waste scarce resources. I think Minister
Matambo is very concerned; he is being challenged by
the Southern African Customs Union (SACU) revenue
which is not very stable. He is challenged by the new
developments in the diamond market with this new
type of diamonds as to how it will affect the natural
diamonds. He has got those concerns. I can understand
why he will look after the public purse very carefully.
My concern is that as others have said, we must look
at our revenue streams. Our people should understand
that as politicians, we are here to lead this country. We
have to introduce some kind and means of taxes so that
when the time comes, people should be ready to take
responsibility to augment our budget.
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because it was said, ESP should benefit Batswana
companies, and yet some of us went and fronted. We
sold those tenders for a few millions. What I am trying
to say is that, we should get on board because if you
look at the amount of money Government is spending
in this economy or is prepared to spend, we do not
take advantage. We are not very welcoming when
other people take advantage. You see, people in other
countries suffer. They struggle so much that they are
forced to perform and make use of every opportunity.
I think as a nation, we have to get on board and try and
see if we can own and be part of this economy.
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MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. I move that this House do now
adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Tuesday 19th February, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT (MR MAKGALEMELE): Point
of clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Minister. How do we get Batswana to come on board?
I think most of the debates in this House, including
myself, I must confess that there are opportunities but
the private is not taking advantage of them. How do
we get the private sector to take advantage of these
opportunities so that it is able to grow and create jobs
within our economy?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Thank you Mr
Speaker. You see, we have to change our mindset. We
must stop taking shortcuts to become rich, shortcuts
by…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: You think P1 million
or P2 million is a lot money, you see, Batswana should
understand that you have to compete fairly. Today we
are suffering in Government because of appeals…
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
TSOGWANE): Point of elucidation. Yes, you spoke
about mentality and the mindset; it is not found in
construction, it is in other social areas. Batswana do not
do well and you ask yourself, why? I am giving you
an example here; there is a senior school in Nata, in
the rural area, you have a Zimbabwean refugee there,
who got all the A’s in all subjects. Batswana children
are not getting that in the same school. Here, she has
A* and 3A’s, why? Why are our kids not performing? A
Zimbabwean refugee in Nata Senior Secondary School
got all the A*.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Frans, take your floor.
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I was looking at the
time, sorry Mr Speaker…
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