Attendance of Ministers in Ntlo Ya Dikgosi
Any Minister who is responsible for a Bill or a copy of which has been referred to
Ntlo Ya Dikgosi in terms of section 85(1) may attend the proceedings of the Ntlo
Ya Dikgosi when the copy of the Bill is being considered. The following are other
instances when a Cabinet Minister may attend the proceedings:
d) The Minister who has consulted the House on any matter may attend
proceedings of the House relative to such matter.
e) Any Minister who has arranged to make a statement to the house in
pursuance of rule 20 may attend the proceedings of the House for the
purpose of making such statement.
f) Any Minister may be invited by the Chairman to attend any other proceedings
of the House.
g) A person attending the proceedings of the Ntlo Ya Dikgosi by virtue of the
above provisions shall be entitled to take part in those proceedings as if he
or she were a Member of the House. But he or she shall not be entitled to
vote in Ntlo Ya Dikgosi.
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POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF

NTLO YA DIKGOSI

The role of Ntlo Ya Dikgosi is quite different from that of the National Assembly.
The functions of Ntlo Ya Dikgosi as specified under the provisions of Section
85 of the Constitution of Botswana are rather informed by its constitutional
position as an advisory body with no legislative powers. Ntlo Ya Dikgosi renders
its advice on traditional, customary and any other matters referred to it by the
government or the National Assembly after consideration of any Bill referred
to it. The resolution which has been submitted to the National Assembly shall
forthwith be laid before the Assembly by the Clerk of the National Assembly.
To accomplish its advisory mandate, the constitution of Botswana permits Ntlo
Ya Dikgosi to exercise the following powers and functions:
1. Consideration of Bill – the primary function of Ntlo Ya Dikgosi is to consider
any copy of a bill referred to it by the National Assembly under provisions of
Section 88 (2) of the Constitution of the Republic of Botswana. These are Bills
affecting tribal property, tribal organisation, customary laws or the customary
courts. Section 88(2) says:
“The National Assembly shall not proceed upon any bills (including any
amendment to a Bill) that, in the opinion of the person presiding, would if
enacted, alter any of the provisions of the Constitution or affect.
a. The designation, recognition, removal of powers of Chiefs, sub-chiefs or
Headmen;
b. The organisation, powers or administration of customary courts
c. Customary law, or the ascertainment or recording of customary law; or
tribal organisation or tribal property;
Unless:2. Discuss matters of public interest – The House is empowered to discuss
any matter within the executive or legislative authority of Botswana which
it considers desirable to take cognisance in the interests of the tribes and
tribal organisations it represents and to make representations thereon to the
President, or to send messages thereon to the National Assembly.
3. Provide advice to Executive – Ntlo Ya Dikgosi may be consulted by any
Minister in respect of any matter on which he or she desires to obtain the
opinion of the House. For that purpose the Minister or his or her representative
may attend the proceedings of Ntlo Ya Dikgosi.

Procedure on Bills in the Ntlo Ya Dikgosi
When in terms of section 88(2) of the Constitution a Bill has been referred to
the House for its consideration, the Bill shall be considered according to the
following procedure:
a) First reading of the Bill
When the first reading of the Bill is taken, the Chairman shall move that the
Bill be read for the first time, and a debate may arise on the general merits
and principles of the Bill.
b) Second reading of the Bill
When the second reading of the Bill is taken, the Chairman shall move that
the Bill be read the second time and then call the numbers of each clause
or any groups of clauses in succession. On each clause or group of clauses
being so called a debate may arise on the question covering the details of
the clause or clauses called.
c) Consideration of the House’s resolution on the Bill
When consideration of the House’s resolution a Bill is taken, any Member
may bring a draft resolution on the Bill for the consideration of the House. The
Chairman shall move the drafts in order until one is accepted as a basis for
discussion. The House shall then go through the draft resolution paragraph
by paragraph. When consideration of a draft resolution paragraph by
paragraph is concluded and all motions relating to new paragraphs have
been disposed of, the Chairman shall put the question that the resolution be
the resolution of the House.
The Secretary of Ntlo Ya Dikgosi shall forward a copy of every such resolution,
certified under his or her hand and the hand of the Chairman as a true copy
to the Clerk of the National Assembly.

