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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2.00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM
SPEAKER
(MS
KOKORWE):
Order! Order! Honourable Members, I have a few
announcements to make. Honourable Butale, please
hurry up. First and foremost, the debate on His
Excellency the President State of Nation Address
starts today, Wednesday the 11th November, 2015. In
accordance with Standing Order 23 (1), the days for such
debate shall not exceed 15 days. The time for debate
has therefore been allocated as follows; the Leader of
the House will be allotted 1 hour 50 minutes to respond
to the debates. The Leader of the Opposition will be
allotted 1 hour 30 minutes to respond to the President’s
Speech. The Leader of Minority Opposition Party will
be allotted 1 hour. Members of Parliament will each
be allotted 45 minutes. I will instruct the Clerks at the
Table to time the debate to ensure we stay within the
stipulated times.
Another announcement Honourable Members is that,
following the vacancy created by the resignation of
Honourable E. M. Molale on the 24th July, 2015, I shall
convene a meeting to elect a Specially Elected Member
of Parliament tomorrow, Thursday 12th November, 2015
at 09:00hours in the National Assembly. I have written
a self-explanatory letter to all Honourable Members
explaining the procedure for electing a Specially Elected
Member of Parliament.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
ISSUANCE OF TITLE DEEDS FOR OPEN
SPACES IN GABORONE THAT BELONG TO
GABORONE CITY COUNCIL
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) How many open spaces in Gaborone belong to
Gaborone City Council?
(ii) How many of these open spaces have Title Deeds;
(iii) What is delaying the issuance of Title Deeds for
such open spaces; and
(iv) When such open spaces will be leased to Ward
Development Committees for development.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, there are 385 open spaces that
have been identified around the city which are
to be developed for various recreational uses,
including ancillary uses as may be deemed
appropriate in accordance with the Town and
Country Planning Act. However, Madam Speaker
effectively, all designated open spaces within the
city are under the management of Gaborone City
Council including those that belong to the State
and are yet to be allocated.
(ii) Gaborone City Council has Tittle Deeds for 291
of these open spaces. The delay in issuance of
Title Deeds is dependent on the processes which
involve a number of government departments,
including Deeds Registry and Department of
Lands and Housing. However, as council has
received Tittle Deeds for 291 out of 385 open
spaces, it is my belief that reasonable progress has
been made in the issuance of tittle deeds for open
spaces in Gaborone.
(iii) A total of 32 open spaces had been set aside for
development. A few of the Ward Development
Committees which had already been given open
spaces such as Phase II (Bowasetso), Phase I and
Block 6 for development are already at advanced
stages of establishing partnerships with potential
sponsors. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Thank you very
much Madam Speaker. After Parliament adjourned
sine die, the Honourable Minister of Youth, Sport and
Culture made an announcement to the effect that, open
spaces will be made available to the youth. So, I just
want to find out from you Honourable Minister, how
many of such open spaces that you have just enunciated
have been given to the youth?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I think it is very important
for the Honourable Member of Parliament to ask the
relevant Minister, who is the Minister of Youth, Sport
and Culture. The question here did not ask me the
number of youth allocated but I can also confirm that
council is taking care of youth, women, disabled and
Ward Development Committees.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Madam Speaker, I
thought I was within the precincts of the answer that
was given by Honourable Tshireletso. She indicated
that some 32 open spaces have been reserved for some
development. I believe that when the Minister made that
Hansard No 181
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announcement he also made it because he wanted some
young people to develop business opportunities in those
open spaces. So, that is why I am asking you Minister,
how many of such have been given to the youth?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, I did not
pronounce anything in this Parliament. What I am
answering is the question that was asked by Honourable
Nkaigwa which did not mention anything about the
youth. What I am saying is that Gaborone City Council
will consider what the Minister of Youth, Sport and
Culture is looking for. I am not in a position to say how
many is for the youth, because I have answered the
question as it was asked.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, she says
she is not in a position to respond to that one.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you very much. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I just wanted to find out whether I
understood you well that none of these open spaces have
been allocated because in our constituencies we have
received complaints that our people see people at night
walking around claiming to have been allocated such. Is
it true? Is it your position that none of them have been
allocated to anybody?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, if Members
of Parliament staying in Gaborone would not tell this
Parliament whether their youth or any other person
in this city has been considered then it is puzzling.
Councillors also meet with their Members of Parliament
to brief them once in a while. I am saying that these 385
open spaces are taken care of by Gaborone City Council.
So, I do not know if there are youth or any other person
who says he was not given a plot. What I am saying is
that, we have 385 open spaces of which 291 have got
Title Deeds. This is what I am saying. I am answering
the question as it comes. If Members of Parliament are
not a the position to answer after the youth have asked
them, I am puzzled. Thank you very much.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Good
afternoon Madam Speaker. Thank you very much.
Honourable Minister, I would like to refer you to the
State of the Nation Address by His Excellency in 2010.
If I may quote, it says, “to also keep young people
positively engaged, another P24.6 million has been
allocated for youth recreation facilities, while P5.2
million was granted to the Gaborone City Council for
development of open spaces’’How many of these have
been developed so far?
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I am saying the Council is
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in a position to tell this Honourable House, but since
I am representing them the Minister of Youth, Sports
and Culture is here. If any other person wants to know
what is happening concerning the youth, he will ask the
relevant Minister. The question here does not have any
other thing concerning the speech. I am not disputing
the President’s speech, but what I am saying is that, we
answer because people are here, maybe you want to
shine; anyway it is up to you. We answer questions as
and when they come. You cannot come and try to impress
people knowing fully well that you are irrelevant. Thank
you very much Madam Speaker.
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS TO TEACHERS IN
KANYE SOUTH CONSTITUENCY
MR. A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked
the Minister of Education and Skills Development if
she is aware that primary school teachers in the Kanye
South Constituency are still owed money for claims of
overtime and subsistence allowance for the Financial
Years 2012/2013, 2013/2014, Remote Area Service
Allowance (RASA) for 2014 and salary adjustment due
to upgrading effective 2013; if so, to state:(i) when they will be paid all their claims; and
(ii) why her Ministry allows this situation and what
she will do to stop it.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank
you Madam Speaker and a very good afternoon to
you. Madam Speaker, I am aware that there are some
teachers who are owed overtimes and subsistence
allowance for the years 2012, 2013 and 2014. The total
amount owed to these 19 teachers Madam Speaker for
both overtime and subsistence allowance is P69 248.55
and P15 145.15 respectively.
In addition Madam Speaker, I am aware that there are
two teachers who are owed salary arrears following
upgrading and five teachers who have not been paid the
Remote Area Service Allowance (RASA).
Madam Speaker, the process of paying these teachers
is ongoing and we intend to settle the outstanding
payments by 31st December this year.
Madam Speaker, these claims were erroneously left out
when other teachers’ payments were processed hence
the delay. To avoid recurrence of the same situation,
my Ministry is continuously communicating with the
regions to ensure speedy settlement of outstanding
payments. I thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister, when did you get to
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realise that these people were not paid? And the second
question Minister is, do you see it fair for people to be
owed money for periods exceeding 2 years?

TRANSFORMATION OF BOTSWANA
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE (BCA) INTO A
UNIVERSITY

MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker, we realised
this when one of the teachers made a query that they were
not paid this year. Secondly Madam Speaker, it is not fair
but I think the Honourable Member must underscore the
word ‘erroneously left out’ as I mentioned it in the body
of my response. I thank you Madam Speaker.

MR. H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Agriculture with Botswana College
of Agriculture being transformed into a University:-

MR MMOLOTSI: Honourable Minister, this is not the
only case where teachers are owed money. There are so
many teachers who worked as temporary teachers for
the last two years and some of them exited the service
last year August, and even to date those people have not
been paid. So, if those were erroneously left out, what
about these ones who exited the service last year August
and are still not paid?
MR GOYA: Madam Speaker, the question that my
colleague is asking is more or less new; however, as it is
my responsibility, I will answer him. Madam Speaker,
there was a delay concerning the unpaid teachers
who exited the Ministry of Education. The reason for
the delay stems from the headquarters awaiting the
submissions from regions. Regions delayed to make
submissions because the calculations must be initiated
at the regions and submitted to the headquarters for
processing.
As we speak, we are in the process of paying the
outstanding amount. They are numerous Madam
Speaker and some of them have anomalies requiring
us to send them back to the regions for corrections. As
such, this is the cause of the delay in paying some of
these. I thank you, Madam Speaker.

(i) how much has
transformation;

been

(ii) what infrastructural
implemented,

budgeted

developments

for

the

will

be

if any;
(iii) whether there is a likelihood of job losses due to
the transformation;
(iv) when the University will commence operation and
what structure is in place for the commencement
in line with the Act;
(v) if all stakeholders have been engaged in the
transformation; and
(vi) how much has been spent on benchmarking
for the transformation and who are involved in
benchmarking.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(AUTLWETSE): Thank you Madam Speaker,
(i) For the 2015/16 financial year P10 000 000 has
been budgeted for transformation related activities.

MR. K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
when the burnt Kgotla offices at Maokatumo will be
repaired and restored to their original condition.

(ii) No infrastructure development is planned for the
transformation process. For the expansion for
the College, a Physical Mater plan for Sebele
Campus has been developed. The plan provides a
land utilisation and development framework that
will ensure that all the buildings and facilities
that will be required for the orderly growth and
development of the envisaged University of
Agriculture, over a time frame of 20 years are
adequately provided for.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
The process of repairing the burnt Kgotla offices has
already commenced. The tender documents for the
project were evaluated and were submitted to District
Administration Tender Committee (DATC) on October
28th 2015, for approval and award. The period within
which the offices will be restored to their original
condition will be determined after the award of the
tender. I thank you, Madam Speaker.

(iii) During the restructuring of the organisation,
there is a likelihood of job losses. However, the
Botswana University of Agriculture Act No. 12 of
2015 under the Clause 30 Part 8 stipulates that, “All
employees of the Botswana College of Agriculture
shall become the corresponding employees of the
University and shall continue in office for the
period which, and subject to the conditions which
they are appointed, as employees of the Botswana
College of Agriculture.” The transition in to a new
organisational structure is a negotiable issue with

REPAIRMENT AND RESTORATION OF THE
MAOKATUMO KGOTLA OFFICE
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the Staff Union and the outcome of the negotiation
will determine whether there will be any job
losses.
(iv) The University is planned to commence operation
on the 1st February 2016 after all transitional
arrangements are finalised and gazetted. The
current structure that is in place is the Governing
Council for BCA, which serves as the transition
Governing Council for the University.
(v) To engage all stakeholders, a Transformation
Reference Committee, comprising management,
student representatives, staff representatives
and union representatives was established in
2013 to contribute in the development of the
transformation plan. The Committee is still active
Public consultations in Dikgotla and Councils have
been held since 2014. The College has developed
a Transformation Plan which was approved by the
Governing Council in June 2014.
Out of the ten million (P10m) budgeted for transformation,
P1,510,351.19 was used for benchmarking. The
Benchmarking Team consisted of representatives from
Governing Council, Executive Management, Academic
Division, Administrative Division, and the Staff Union.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister for the
response. Honourable Minister, do you not think it was
important to also engage the Student Representative
Council in the benchmarking exercise that was
undertaken?
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, in my answer I
indicated that they were included, and the Staff Union
was also involved in the whole exercise.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of procedure. The
Honourable Member when he gave an answer, he
alluded to the fact that the students were only engaged
during meetings for the transformation but in terms
of the benchmarking exercise, the students were not
involved. That is why I was asking him to tell me
whether it was right now to exclude the students during
the benchmarking exercise as stakeholders.
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, the students
were engaged as and when the administrative felt they
should be engaged.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. I think the
Minister is deliberately eluding a very simple question
of why students were not involved in the benchmarking
exercise. He is dilly-dallying and I think it would help
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us if the Minister could just go straight and answer the
question.
MADAM SPEAKER: He says as and when they were
needed.
MR AUTLWETSE: I said they were included as and
when management felt they should be engaged.
MADAM SPEAKER: That implies that in the
benchmarking they were not needed, according to them.
LACK OF A VEHICLE AT TAMASANE AND
MAOKAATUMA POLICE POSTS
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security if he is aware
that Tamasane and Maokaatuma Police Posts do not have
a vehicle and that this compromises the effectiveness of
the Police Service; if so, when will the two Police Posts
be provided with vehicles.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker, I was delayed by those who are splitting the
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC). Madam
Speaker, due to limited resources, it has not been
possible to…
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. The Honourable Member is making
a statement which I believe is misleading this House
and is imputing some improper motives. I want him to
withdraw that statement before he can continue. I would
not mention it Madam Speaker, I think the Hansard has
captured it because he was on the microphone.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member, I
did not hear that and I asked Clerks at the table what you
actually said and they informed me that you said you
were delayed by those who are splitting the UDC. Now
I fail to understand how that statement forms part of
your answer. Therefore, may I encourage you to focus
on responding to questions asked. May you withdraw
the UDC statement.
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, pardon me, I switched
on the microphone unintentionally and it captured the
words which I spoke when I said I was delayed by
Honourable Mangole and Honourable Mmolotsi who
are splitting UDC. I therefore withdraw the statement.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Proceed, you have withdrawn it.
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, due to limited
resources, it has not been possible to provide each
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police post in the country with transport. In this context
it is true that Tamasane and Maokaatuma police posts
do not have a vehicle. Instead Tamasane, Maokaatuma,
Kgagodi and Mogapinyana police posts cluster, which
is under the supervision of Maunatlala Police Station,
share a vehicle. The vehicle is kept at Mogapinyana
where there is a Post Commander of the rank of Sub
Inspector. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MZWINILA: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, are you aware that this vehicle does not have a
canopy and the police require vehicles to have canopies?
Thank you.
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, I know I am a very
efficient Minister but I do not have the details of a
canopy at the moment, I will enquire about it.
STATUS OF MOSU PRIMARY SCHOOL FOR
THE PAST FIFTEEN YEARS
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
to apprise this Honourable House on the status of
Mosu Primary School for the past fifteen (15) years
particularly on:(i) the maintenance
accommodation;

of

classrooms

and

staff

(ii) status of the school kitchen;
(iii) Pre-school furniture and electrification; and when
any anomaly will be addressed.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry through Central District
Council undertook minor maintenance of patching
classrooms floors screed, including verandas as well
as replacement of floor tiling during the financial year
2014/2015. In the current financial year 2015/2016, the
Council maintenance crew removed three (3) classroom
ceilings that were infested with bats and preparations
are currently underway to replace them by the end of
November 2015.
It has been established that the school requires major
maintenance that includes classrooms, toilets, staff
accommodation and the school kitchen which is planned
for the financial year 2016/2017.
With regards to school electrification, Mosu Primary
School benefited from the electrification of public
facilities project. The school was wired on 27 August
and completed on the 14 November 2014. The work
has since been commissioned and the school now has
electricity.

Regarding provision for furniture to reception classes,
my Ministry is currently running a tender for 66 primary
schools including Mosu. The expectation is that before
the end of this financial year (2015/2016) furniture
and other equipment will have been procured for the
schools. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Minister. Regarding electrification that you
said it was completed, I guess whoever was giving you
the answer was not telling the truth. I was holding a
Kgotla meeting there last week and the company has
not completed the job. Are you aware of that? We need
a follow-up on that one.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, as usual the
answers are coming from the districts, so the information
that I got is that Mosu Primary School electrification is
done and it is finished but if it is electrified and it is
not yet finished, atleast we have started. I know that it
has benefited under the programme. If there is anything
lacking behind I will verify.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. Is the
Honourable Minister saying she is giving us an answer
that she has not confirmed and how does she want us to
take the answer as Parliament and believe that indeed
what she is giving us is actual right?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I am not the one who said you
should not understand, I have confirmed. I was even
saying this answer is from the district, I am not staying
there; I am in the headquarters. I take answers from the
districts. So to me it is ok but if the Honourable Member
of Parliament is not happy with it, just like you are not,
Honourable Butale has just been telling me what his
question seeks and I have since told him that I will verify
for him. When I am in this House, I respond based on
the information I got from my staff not hearsay. So I am
going to verify first. Thank you very much.
AMOUNT SPENT BY GOVERNMENT FOR
THE ALL AFRICA YOUTH GAMES IN CONGO
BRAZZAVILLE
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): asked the
Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture to state the:(i) amount spent by Government for the All Africa
Youth Games in Congo Brazzaville;
(ii) total delegation sent by Botswana for the games;
(iii) number of athletes who participated in the event;
(iv) number of Officials who accompanied the athletes;
and
(v) role each Official had during the games and if
there were any media representatives among the
Officials.
Hansard No 181
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MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Madam Speaker,

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Madam Speaker,

(i) During the Africa Games held in Congo
Brazzaville an amount of P10, 963, 120.00 was
spent.

i.
I am aware of the alleged visit however, no
progress could be made beyond the identification of
the plot due to budgetary constraints in NDP 10 and
NDP 11. However, Mosu village, which falls under the
policing area of Letlhakane Police Station, currently has
a Police Post which is manned by a Sergeant, two (2)
Constables and one (1) Special Constable. The staffing
will be continuously monitored and adjusted according
to crime statistics in Mosu as well as the capacity of the
Letlhakane Police Station.

(ii) Botswana sent a total delegation of 141 athletes
and officials to the games.
(iii) A total of 95 athletes from 14 sport codes
participated at the event.
(iv) A total of 46 officials accompanied the athletes to
Congo Brazzaville.
(v) The officials consisted of the following:
(a) A Chef De Mission and the Deputy Chef De
Mission who led the delegation and also acted as
liaison officers;

Madam Speaker,
(ii)
It is my desire as the Minister of Defence,
Justice and Security to have police facilities in as many
areas as possible to deter criminality were it not for the
budgetary constraints.

b. 35 Managers and coaches responsible for the affairs
of each of the 14 sport codes;

Thank you Madam Speaker.

c. 5 Physiotherapists responsible for helping athletes;

MR LELATISITSWE: I think Honourable Minister
did not respond to Part 2 of the question.

d. 2 Medical Doctors responsible for attending to
athletes;
e. 1 Psychologist responsible for counselling athletes
before and after the competitions
f. 1 General Team Manager responsible for the overall
welfare of athletes and officials.
Madam Speaker, as regards the media, there was only
one independent photographer. My Ministry had offered
all media houses free transportation to Congo and back
but they could not take it up because they could not
afford the cost of per diem for their personnel.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
Question 9-Later date.
CONSTRUCTION OF A POLICE STATION AT
MOSU VILLAGE
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security if he is aware
of any delegation from Police Headquarters that was
headed by the then Police Commissioner that visited
Mosu village in 2009 and asked the village to identify
a plot for the construction of a Police Station in the
village; if so:(i) when will the Police Station be constructed since
the plot has long been identified and reserved; and
(ii) when will the community be updated on progress.
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MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, as Members of
Parliament, our mandate is to give our constituents
feedback on the questions that we asked. So in
providing this response, I think the Honourable Member
would go and update his community

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S
SPEECH
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kgathi, can
you please go back to your seat. Honourable Members,
the question is that ‘we the National Assembly of
Botswana here assembled respond to the President’s
Speech.’ In accordance with Standing Order 9.3.5, the
Leader of the Opposition shall be the first to respond
to the State of the Nation Address. I therefore call upon
the Leader of the Opposition to respond to the State of
the Nation Address and he has been allotted 1 hour 30
minutes to do so.
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR BOKO):
Madam Speaker, let me gratefully acknowledge the
Members of this House on my side of the aisle as well
as those on the other side.
Allow me to also warmly acknowledge the unnumbered
throng; the people who grace the gallery.
I must, as I warmly appreciate those in the gallery,
note that their presence here today provides abiding
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testimony of the need to deepen citizen participation in
governance and ensure ease of access to the proceedings
of this House. We are all here because of them. None of
us, including the President, hold our office or offices by
divine right. It is about time we took our citizens more
seriously by broadcasting the proceedings of this House
live to them. That would truly take our Parliament to
the people.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)…
MR BOKO: I rise as both the Constitution of this great
country and the Standing Orders of this House impel me,
to respond to the State of the Nation Address delivered
here 2 days ago by the President. I note that the President
in addition to the already numerous names and titles
by which he goes, has conspired to add an Honorary
Doctorate to the list. I also note with, disappointment,
that the President is conspicuously absent from these
proceedings.
In fact, the President has made it his habit and culture
to absent himself from this House except when he
either delivers the State of the Nation Address or seeks
to cow the Members across the aisle from me in to
docile submission to a position he has decreed. That
unfortunately is the cavalier disdain with which he
treats this House and indeed our democracy. Even his
acquisition of the Doctorate has not imbued him with a
respect for democratic engagement and discourse. It is a
source of great shame.
Let me also on the troth congratulate the new Member
of Parliament for Goodhope-Mabule, Honourable
Lotlamoreng II.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)…
MR BOKO: The President has not availed himself
to witness his swearing-in and to congratulate and
welcome him. I do so on behalf of the people of this
country.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)…
MR BOKO: Madam Speaker, we all know the
unpredictability of our weather. Its mood swings are
sometimes vicious and deadly. For the last few months
the scorching dryness and prolonged heat have turned
our vast sparse country into an inferno baking our black
skins; roasting us all, alive. I see the pain and the despair
in the weather beaten faces of our people.
We crave the wet fragrance of the morning dew, full of
life and freshness. But we have been warned of these
and many other hazards. We have long known of the
El Nino effect. Our government did nothing. Now,
everywhere we go in the Southern part of the country
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especially, you are met with the muffled pleas and
desperate cries of whole communities. They have no
water to drink and to water their livestock. They sink
further into the muck and mire of crushing poverty and
the grinding indecencies that go with it.
Almost 50 years since our independence we have whole
communities whose misery and destitution submerge
them in sub-human existence. What do the rights
enshrined in our Constitution mean to these people
who subsist at the margins, who live their lives in the
dishonour of exilic marginality in a country they call
their own.
Our nation has come to a fork in the road. We are a
country that has known fortunes from its diamond
mines, some of which fortunes were applied to support
our way of life at all levels. These diamonds proceeds
are no longer bountiful; they are no longer as predictable
or reliable.
Yet our needs as a people have also grown and become
more complex. We demand more from our healthcare
facilities, we expect a better and more unique education
system to make us more productive or competitive. Our
governance structures or institutions and systems are no
longer adequate to build major infrastructure projects on
time or on budget or up to the quality necessary to make
us the envy of the world.
We are agreed that there are no longer any excuses why
our neighbours in our communities should be poorer
or richer in the extreme than we are, nor are there any
reasons why so many of our people, the young, the
women, people living in remote parts of our country
or people from one minority group or another should
live in such abject poverty. We demand a higher sense
of justice in how people are treated by the state, any
other authority or even individuals, regardless of their
beliefs, status or even origin. We expect more care and
consideration for people living with disabilities. We
yearn for more freedom from the ravenous clutches
of our government’s ever-growing control over our
consciences or sense of safety whether through the
intelligence apparatus or patronage of the ensuing crony
capitalism. We expect the supply of basic amenities; of
water and power, not just to live decent lives but as input
towards the establishment of industry or businesses and
our capability to produce food for our nation.
These are not just our expectations as a people they are
indicators of our state of health. They define the state of
the nation and hence should have, in the circumstances,
formed the pith and substance of any State of the Nation
Address by any head of the state of Botswana.
Importantly, there is a dream we are pursuing as a
people - a dream that one day each one of us will believe
Hansard No 181
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that they can achieve anything they wish to become, for
themselves or their community and nation. This is the
dream that we believe brings and binds us together. This
is what unites us as one nation, one people.
This fork in the road, therefore, is the place where we
have to make choices as a country. The choices for our
future are ours to make now. We either give in to the
idea of doing things as we always did when diamonds
were bountiful or we acknowledge we have to do much
more than sugar-coat our state of health - we need to be
honest and acknowledge that we need change. We need
transformation. We need to transform our economy.
We need to transform our governance institutions and
systems. We need to transform how we prepare the
young to be meaningful participants in our economy. We
need to transform our mindsets, to stir up the creativity
and innovation in us. We need to transform how we
organise and create opportunities for all our people.
The choice we therefore need to make is that of stimulus,
(Economic Stimulus Package) vaguely offered by the
President or that of transformation.
We at the UDC on behalf of the people of Botswana,
choose transformation. We choose the Economic and
Institutional Transformation Plan (EITP). It is our faith
that this is what we need to create sustainable jobs
(given the high unemployment rate of more than 20
per cent under the narrow definition and more than 33
per cent under the expanded definition), create wealth,
spread opportunities among the majority of our people,
and provide adequate water and power in a sustainable
way. This is what we need to create a Botswana that is
a jewel; an oasis of material and spiritual prosperity in
Africa.
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from the patronage and cronyism of the state; between
those who believe in the unfettered rule of law and
are horrified by the lawlessness of the state and those
who cheer, aid and abet it; between those who yearn
for transparent and accountable government and those
who support the status quo of criminal opacity; between
those who want efficient government and those who
look the other way as the President fills critical positions
with cronies regardless of ability; between those who
dream of empowering, decentralised and meritocratic
government and those who support self-seeking
centralisation of power in the Presidency- then you have
your head buried in the sand. Then you have misread the
resounding message of the 25th of October 2014.
This nation yearns for a unifying ethical competent
and far sighted leadership to give a direction, provide
competent stewardship of their affairs, restore hope and
confidence in the future and lead in building an economy
that works for everyone. Its cries are getting louder by
the day in the face of incessant disruptions of energy and
water supplies to households and firms. A stagnating and
increasingly vulnerable economy, rising unemployment
and a growing population of despairing youths, poverty
at levels atypical of upper middle income countries and
sagging business confidence.
Its hope for a change of fortunes wilts under the weight
of rising corruption and impunity in government, a
creeping culture of patronage and cronyism that denies
the nation the benefit of the service of some of its most
capable sons and daughters. The wilful destruction of our
institutions of governance, fragrant violations of human
rights, a rapid decline in the rule of law and increasing
lawlessness by the State itself, low regulatory efficiency
and quality and generalised government failure.

Never, in our half century as a sovereign state have we
been so uncertain and so concerned about our future, so
unhappy and so bitter at the incompetence and impunity
of government; so untrusting of our government and
public institutions. Nor have the political, class and
values divisions within our society ever been as deep
and ugly as they are today. These are not the normal
divisions that can be expected of dynamic and engaging
societies. Ours are at the toxic depths typical of nations
in which leaders and institutions of governance on the
one hand have become alienated from the people, and
on the other hand detached from the people’s aspirations
and their values. The President calls for unity but his
tenure in the presidential office has been the most
divisive and disempowering.

Expectedly, the people do not trust their government
anymore. In fact, they fear and loathe it because they
see the increasingly apparent and disconcerting reality
that their government and its institutions are extractive
by nature. They recognise that the state is captive to the
narrow interests of a rapacious political and business
elite. They are helpless witnesses to the targeting for
capture and destruction of their once credible institutions.
This is the fate that befell the Ministry of Finance and
Development Planning, once a standard bearer for
planning in Africa, the Directorate on Corruption and
Economic Crimes (DCEC) and many others. It is the
fate that has now befallen our Judiciary. This is the state
our nation is in. This is not how you achieve inclusion
and unity.

If you do not see these divisions - between those who
desire political, economic and social inclusion and
those who trample on this dream because they benefit

How does our government respond? First with a yet
to be detailed Economic Stimulus Package (ESP) that
we know is based on a misdiagnosis of the economy’s
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problems, has flawed conceptual and contextual
moorings and is for the most part self-seeking. Second,
with tone deaf defiance and lawlessness. It will not
listen to the advice of competent institutions and
economists who counsel that for a range of reasons,
the ESP is ill-conceived and ill-timed. Instead, they
will suspend established procurement procedures,
ostensibly to accelerate delivery, but in reality to direct
ESP resources to their cronies. If this Honourable House
does let the ESP pass when and if it is brought before
it, then let everyone of you who has a conscience insist
that these resources be disbursed through established
procurement systems through the Public Procurement
and Asses Disposal Board (PPADB), I will return to the
ESP because it merits further attention.
I turn to the economy; In 1992 a young William
Jefferson Clinton, the then Governor of Arkansas,
USA, famously retorted in a Presidential debate ‘It’s the
economy stupid’ Today, as we discuss the President’s
assessment of our nation, most of our frustrations and
pains revolve around the economy and are minded to
say to this House and the nation ‘It is the economy…’.
The Botswana economy is by any responsible account
in a perilous state. It is failing to meet the expectations
of its stakeholders – households, workers, firms and
even the government itself, because a weak economy
means less resource for the fiscus.
Growth is faltering badly, with the economy estimated
to have contracted by 1.8 per cent and 0.4 per cent
in quarters one and two respectively this year which
technically means it is in recession.
The Bank of Botswana reports in its 2014 annual Report
that productivity has been falling since as far back as
fiscal 2005/2006 and with it, our global competitiveness.
In fiscal 2008/2009, the year President Khama assumed
office; Botswana had achieved a global competitiveness
ranking of 56 out of 134 countries. By fiscal 2014/15, he
had taken us down to 74 out of 144 countries. We know
that when productivity and competitiveness go down,
we lose growth and jobs. The President does not get it.
When you lose sight of merit and appointing competent
people to positions of leadership and responsibility,
expect productivity, competitiveness, growth and jobs
to suffer.
These problems of declining productivity and
competitiveness predate the 2009 recession and today’s
tough commodity markets. They lie at the core of our
failure to transition from a resource driven economy to
a diversified and efficiency driven economy. Look at
Rwanda, why is it that during the recession Rwandan
economy grew consistently at 7 per cent, because
they have a very high quality, very efficient regulatory
environment and entrepreneurship eco-system.
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Rwanda is strongly reformist. It is cited in virtually every
addition of the World Bank’s “Doing Business Report”
for leading in creating an efficient entrepreneurship
eco-system. Its reward is an efficient and inclusive
economy. Botswana on the other hand is slouchy and at
times uncertain on reform. This government is tone deaf
to the persistent pleas of business for reduction of the
regulatory burden on business and greater policy clarity,
consistency and certainty. Instead, the government
watches passively as regulation becomes more and
more rent seeking.
In fact, it creates an even more conducive environment
for rent seeking. No responsible government will allow
civil servants to do business yet that is exactly what this
government has decided to do in the face of evidence
of increasing rent seeking behaviour. Civil servants can
now legally play the conflicted roles of regulators and
players at the same time. It would serve Botswana better
to pay civil servants well and keep them out of business.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Applause)...
MR BOKO: Unemployment, poverty and inequality;
we have depression level rates of unemployment. About
one in five active job seekers cannot find a job. A further
13 per cent have given up a hope of ever finding a job
taking the expanded rate of unemployment to 33 per
cent. Amongst the youth, three in five are jobless. A
growing number of them have tertiary qualifications.
The job search period has now increased to several years
and it is still increasing. Mean real formal sector wages
have been declining over the last 10 years. In fact, job
security is deteriorating in terms of pay, security and
conditions of service. This is the life story of the average
civil servant; the teacher, the soldier, the policeman or
woman or clerk and a majority of those in the private
sector (shop assistants, security guards, clerical staff
and entry level professionals). Labours shelf national
income continue to decline in part because of the legacy
of a deliberate policy of wage restrained and in part
because of entrenched labour market inefficiencies.
At the last count, 19.3 per cent of Batswana,
approximately one in five subsisted below the poverty
line. The odds that one is poor are worse in the rural
Botswana especially in Ngamiland, Kgalagadi and
western parts of the Kweneng District.
If we were to disaggregate poverty data along ethnic lines
we would also realise that poverty has distinct racial and
ethnic dimensions, that it is fundamentally a problem of
our black indigenous people. And that amongst them,
certain groups, especially people of San origin endure
poverty far more extensively and intensively than
others. I raise the questions of race and ethnicity partly
Hansard No 181
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because we must know about the injustice our economy
visits upon particular population groups but also are
discomfort with diversity despite pretention to the
contrary denies us the invaluable lessons we must learn
about our different population groups in order to build
a truly prosperous, united and multicultural society that
embraces diversity. I wish we could insist with one
voice and with every fibre of our collective being that no
demographic group that suffers deprivation must remain
invisible to us, to build an economy and a society of
inclusive prosperity, one that leaves no one behind. Our
institutions and statistical systems must become adept at
identifying the vulnerable amongst us.
According to the 2014 IMF country report on Botswana,
the country’s income inequality with a gene-index of in
excess of 0.64 is one of the highest in the world. In fact
Botswana is ranked the most unequal country in the
world; unflattering statistics that the President cannot
even on per cent refer to.
Botswana has the second highest income inequality in
the SADC region after Namibia. Inequality may not
only compromise growth but it also makes growth
less inclusive and less efficient in reducing poverty,
investment and growth. Today business confidence
is low and despite the large amounts of resources we
pump into promoting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
through BITC, our foreign missions and other avenues,
we are struggling to attract significant amounts of FDI
outside the resource sector. This is not a problem of the
recession, weak commodity markets or the laziness of
Batswana as some lazy thinkers have suggested. It is
a problem of deficiencies in the incentive regime. We
are trying to encourage foreign and domestic investment
into a hostile entrepreneurship ecosystem, polluted
by amongst others, imperious leaders who create
uncertainty by acting and speaking out of turn on serious
matters; weak investor protection, high cost of enforcing
contracts, unnecessary red tape and immigration policy
and procedures that make it difficult for firms to attract
the talent they need to compete, grow and create quality
jobs for Batswana, rent seeking regulation, government
inefficiency and a failing education system. Who
wants to invest in a country in which expatriates can
be deported without trial, regulation is significantly
rent seeking, regulatory processes are slow and costly,
ministers can do business with government and find
nothing wrong with inviting civil service to follow
suite, a minister can man citizen equity participation
as a condition for the renewal of a firm’s licence even
though no law empowers him to do so.
Our economy Madam Speaker is being suffocated by
state lawlessness, inefficient regulation and general
government inefficiency. Only last week, the former
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Vice President Ponatshego Kedikilwe, to resonate with
the Members on the other side, told a private business
growth award audience that, and I quote “economic
growth is of little value unless it addresses economic
diversification, poverty eradication and employment
creation.” I will phrase this sentiment as the global
development community and indeed every serious
nation does. There cannot be any development without
growth but growth delivers more development when
it is inclusive and sustainable. The levels of poverty,
joblessness, inequality and exclusion that we see today
are a result of policies and strategies that entrench
economic, social and political exclusion. Inclusion
requires polices and strategies that do three things
efficiently:
a. Empower people and communities by building their
agency and enhancing their access to productive
resources and opportunities.
b. Expand opportunity and ensure equitable access
thereto.
c. Provide social protection both to meet the needs
of the indigent and to provide a platform for
reintegrating those who subsist at the margins of the
economy into the economic mainstream.
Our challenge today is to build a globally competitive,
inclusive, diversified and resilient economy. In this
regard, we must ensure that our policies and strategies
nurture inclusive markets and that we dispense with the
curios but toxic mix of victorian capitalism and stalinist
centralisation that characterise economic management
under President Khama.
Economic inclusion requires that we recognise all
stakeholders in the economy; government, business,
local government, communities and civil society. It
further requires that we recognise the roles each plays
in building inclusive and resilient prosperity and accord
each an opportunity to be heard in the formulation of
development polices and strategies and that regardless
of the power they wield, or lack thereof, the interest
of each are protected on the basis of international best
practice.
In this state of the nation address, the President adopts
the reckless position that we can spend our way to
prosperity. We believe that business, independent
experts and international agencies have advised that
regulatory reforms are necessary to improve the ease of
doing business. In its uncontested sphere of competence
which is regulation, the government must be mindful
of how its action or inaction hurts enterprise and job
creation. As I have argued, our priorities on regulatory
reforms should, from the perspective of all stakeholders,

Wednesday 11th November, 2015
revolve around ensuring unfettered rule of law, policy
clarity, coherence and certainty, strong investor
protection, efficient and ethical government, high
regulatory efficiency and quality, efficient and inclusive
markets and both creativity and innovation. Sadly the
President’s state of the nation address has no agenda,
absolutely none, for regulatory reform.
Economic inclusion and broad-based growth require
political inclusion and a plurality of leadership. The
rhetoric of working together that the President uses is out
of sync with the divisiveness and centralisation of power
that characterises His government. He does not know
how to mobilise government, the private sector, civil
society and academia to become effective partners…
(Interruptions) … And yet building effective coalitions
for development of empowered local government,
empowered institutions, empowered civil society and an
empowered private sector and free media, is just what
we need. My heart goes out to the many capable women
and men who have been denied opportunities because
they did not demonstrate loyalty to the President and
His party.
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and is failing our children, if yours do associate with
that education system at all, that is. We will give the
Education and Training Sector Strategic Plan (ETSSP)
a chance, but the ETSSP will not resolve the problems
that have long festered, unnecessarily, it should be said
in the education sector.
It is telling that the President says nothing about the
long standing management challenges at the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development and the long running
conflict between his Government and teachers. These lie
at the core of the sector’s paralysis. We cannot deliver
quality education without attending to the concerns of
teachers. We urge serious engagement with teachers as
stakeholders in the education of our children, including
on the ETSSP, to ensure that their issues are objectively
dealt with and our children’s education receives the
necessary focus from all. Quality education demands
well trained and motivated teachers (and we know that
the conditions under which teachers work under are less
than ideal). It requires properly equipped classrooms,
efficient governance of schools and the system as a
whole and effective learner assessment.

I will suggest, Dr President, that you put merit front and
centre in appointing people to positions of responsibility;
that you develop a Decentralisation Policy that empowers
local government and communities; that you review our
Settlement Policy to ensure that we do not fragment
markets and make service provision unnecessarily
costly, and that we harness the power of urbanisation;
that you review the Immigration Policy to ensure that it
becomes the strategic tool that other nations understand
it to be; that you review land and mineral policies to
ensure that communities share equitably in the benefits
of the resources they host. It cannot be right that the
tourism resources of Maun-Chobe create enormous
wealth for outsiders whilst the people of Chobe remain
poor. Nor can it be right for our mining communities,
who bear the external costs of mining to derive no direct
benefit from mining activities. If the Government does
not take the lead on these issues, proactively, the people
will ultimately force its hand.

We have an urgent responsibility to re-engineer
our development policies and strategies to promote
inclusion: to make sure that markets work better
for everybody, especially poor people and poor
communities to ensure that SMMEs are not constrained
by unnecessary and inefficient regulation; and to do a
better job of empowering individuals and communities
to be viable agents of their own development. If
inclusion is our objective, we cannot have approaches
to poverty eradication that, rather than empower people
to participate in the mainstream economy, trap them in
low level subsistence or those that separate communities
from their resources.

We should also invest efficiently in infrastructure. High
speed internet access and e-government are extremely
critical.

To be sure, to be clear, I have no problems with building
classrooms that are overdue, constructing necessary
roads and maintaining existing infrastructure. My
problem is the basis for the stimulus and the context in
which it is introduced.

The unity and stability of this nation depend not on the
lack of differences but rather on its ability to develop
an economy that works well for all, an economy that
creates opportunities in abundance and it is driven
by the skills, hard work, enterprise and ingenuity of
its youth. Yet, in one critical respect, we are letting
ourselves down. Honourable Samson Guma Moyo,
we have an education system that is in perennial crisis

The Economic Stimulus Package (ESP)
I have listened to the President carefully in order to
appreciate his rationale for his Economic Stimulus
Package (ESP). I have found none, and increasingly, it
looks like a grand design for looting.

First, the President does not seem to understand what an
economic stimulus does. By nature, economic stimulus
programmes are short term measures intended to
moderate slumps in the economy and minimise pain such
as loss of jobs. Ours is sold, even before its details are
known as, I quote, “a holistic action plan for achieving
Hansard No 181
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the goals of stimulating economic growth, accelerated
job creation and economic diversification”. ESPs do not
do that. This is lazy and irresponsible. If the President
wants economic transformation, he should invest time,
effort and resources in developing a transformation
programme based on solid evidence and analysis, and in
the context of the now overdue National Development
Plan 11 (NDP11).
Second, the ESP is premised on the patently false
diagnosis that the economy’s most urgent need is an
injection of money. Feedback from local business, the
World Bank (Doing Business Report) and the World
Economic Forum (Global Competitiveness Report), to
which the Government is tone deaf, suggests that the
real priority should be creating a good entrepreneurship
ecosystem, beginning with efficient and high quality
regulation. That begins with the unfettered rule of law
and confidence by investors that they can trust the
courts to protect them from arbitrariness and abuse even
by the state itself, policy clarity, certainty, consistency
and coherence, strong investor protection, efficient
enforcement of contracts and efficient Government. A
Business Botswana executive remarked after the budget
speech sometime back that business does not need
money from Government, what it needs is a reduction
of the burden of regulation.
Third, the context in which the ESP is introduced is not
favourable. Government is presently unable to deliver its
development budget. So money is not really a problem.
Furthermore, there is a surfeit of evidence that the
Government lacks project management capacity, thanks
to the corrosive effects of patronage and cronyism. We
have Morupule B, the Palapye Glass Project, BMC and
many others. It is therefore reckless to pour billions
of Pula into a delivery system that is unable to spend
these resources efficiently and in a context that suggests
project management and fiduciary failures will be
extensive. Those schooled in fiscal management advise
that substantial fiscal space could be created simply by
raising Government efficiency rather than raiding our
reserves and expanding debt.
Forth, the manner in which the ESP was introduced and
its communication managed does not inspire confidence.
It is a sign of insanity of our times that;
a) the Minister of Finance or the Ministry is
substantively a spectator in the conceptualisation,
communication and management of the ESP.
b) The ESP was announced even before details could be
worked out, which essentially means that executive
arrived at a decision to draw down on our reserve
and expand our debt burden without adequate prior
analysis and advice by competent institutions.
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Fifth, the decision to make a special procurement
arrangement for the ESP is a warning no responsible
legislature should ignore. I cannot find words to
describe how it horrifies me. Procurement is always an
area of high risk, for rent seeing and corruption. Yet,
the executive seems to have taken the view that the
controls that were put at great cost to the nation are an
inconvenience. How exactly do they want to disburse
the ESP? This ESP is not dealing with emergencies such
as floods, runway veld fires or Ebola. Any procurement
can, and should be planned for efficiently through
established laws and institutions. Nothing about the
ESP obviates the need for credible, transparent and
accountable disbursement of the considerable resources
it will have to deliver.
I therefore, reject in the strongest terms the decision
to channel the public funds and resources through
the President’s High Level Projects Implementation
Unit and a Cabinet Sub-Committee lead by the Vice
President.
Madam Speaker, in the period 2008-2014 Dr Ian Khama’s
Government spent over P340 billion in government
expenditure. In that time it consistently failed to spend
its development budget fully and unemployment remain
above 17 per cent increasing to 20 per cent or 33 per
cent if we include the discouraged job seekers. How
can we then say that the economy’s problem is money?
Face up to it Dr President, the biggest problem for the
economy today is our government, its inefficiency and
mismanagement. We cannot use money to compensate
for that. We must knuckle down to do the hard job of
meaningful economic reform.
Throwing billions of Pula into the system devoid of
accountability will encourage corruption and wastage on
a grand scale. We should therefore not be surprised when
Botswana emerges from this ESP more dysfunctional
than it is at present.
Corruption, Corruption and More Corruption
In my response to the 2014 SONA, I demonstrated to this
house, that this President and his Government preside
over the worst kind of corruption and Government
waste. This country is losing billions of Pula every year
because of the actions of a corrupt political, business
and administrative network of patronage and cronyism.
Our press has done an excellent job in relation to
corruption, to the known cases Morupule B, Palapye
Glass Projects, Botswana Meat Commission, the
acquisition of P4 million worth of shares for free in a
leading retailor by Senior Civil Servant who was at the
time charged with investigating the same retailor and
many others for which no one has to date be held to
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account. The press has done admirable job of laying
these cases of corruption there and spilling them out for
the public to see.

raise standards of accountability and empower law
enforcement agencies to deal decisively with the
scourge.

I extend both gratitude and commendation to the Private
Press and their informers for their courage and their
patriotism. Every time a journalist removes the veil on
corruption, he or she takes a serious risk because those
behind corruption are powerful and they are ruthless.

Corruption and wasteful expenditure cost us dearly.
They steal our dreams of quality education and decent
jobs for our children, and hopes for good health,
decent housing, quality basic services, and safety for
our persons and our property. It is estimated that the
government losses P5 billion and P10 billion per year to
corruption and negligence respectfully. That is between
P2 500 and P5 000 per citizen per year.

But things are getting worse, corruption is now
institutionalised culture. A new phrase has entered our
lexicon, ‘go ja sengwe,’’meaning (to benefit something
in return for a favour done). The phrase is thrown around
carelessly without understanding, but it is the single
most indicator of the extent of the reach of corruption.
The head is rotten. The body is now also in an advanced
state of decay. In every institution where regulatory
power is vested in individuals from the highest offices to
the lowest, everybody wants benefit something. We now
have the curious situation in which increasingly, a few
civil servants are counted amongst our richest Batswana.
The tone was set at the top. And we - those in opposition
and business - have been warning the government
that burdensome regulation creates incentives for rent
seeking and obstructs business, especially Small and
Medium Enterprises.
Last year I stated in this House that for the past 16 and
half years when President Khama worked either as
Vice President responsible for project implementation
and as President, this country has lost billions of Pula
through wasteful spending and corruption. Not a single
major project in the past seven years has been delivered
within budget, on schedule and to specification. They
have all cost overruns and inexplicable defects. And
then President turns to the nation and says; the country
is in an economic crisis. He blames everybody but his
government. It was their duty to procure competently
and manage projects effectively. They fail for the most
part because they never sought the most able vendor.
Their interest was always on the vendor who will pay
them.
So, when the President gleefully quotes a raft of reports
that says he is governing well, he is essential giving us
the middle finger, for he knows he is getting away with
corruption and mismanagement. Even more tragic, he
assumes the role of a leader without ambition who sees
excellence in terms of beating hopeless competitors
rather than in how he measures against achievers.
We in this House can choose to be complicit in this
government’s corruption by doing nothing, or we can
promote and support regulatory reforms that promote
transparency in government, curb incidences of insider
trading and conflict of interest, protect whistle blowers,

A UDC government will not shy away from reforms
that ensure unfettered rule of law, raise government
efficiency and limit opportunities for rent seeking and
corruption. We will not allow those who hold public
office, politicians, and civil servants alike, to do business
with government. Rather, we will enact legislation on
the disclosure of assets and interest for politicians and
civil servants that sets strict thresholds and requirements
for compliance and the disclosure of interests in entities
that do business with government.
We will support the use of the lifestyle audits to
insure that public officials are able to account for their
wealth and to reduce the spectre of Public Servants
and politicians benefiting inappropriately from their
positions.
There are still questions regarding who benefited from
the sale of Orapa House, Okavango Diamond Company,
and Botswana Defence Force Procurement (BDF).
These and other question will be answered fully when
the UDC assumes government in 2019.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Applaud.
MR BOKO: Honourable Speaker, I speak now to
ail and listen very carefully. I speak now to a Citizen
Economic Empowerment Act not Policy. We have at
different points in times introduced several policies
and programmes in an effort to empower citizens to
participate in the economy. These include the Financial
Assistance Policy (FAP), Small Medium and MicroEnterprises (SMME), Local Preference and the Citizen
Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA). For the
most part, these programmes have not achieved the level
of impact desired in terms of economic transformation,
genuine and sustain citizen economic empowerment
and employment. Part of the problem is the corruption
and mismanagement I have spoken to at length. Our
meddlesome and control minded executive exerts undue
influence on the operations of these initiatives and
they largely remain unaccountable to Parliament. For
instance, the 2010 CEDA Forensic Audit has not been
shared with Parliament despite numerous requests to that
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effect and notwithstanding the serious allegations that
prompted it. The other part of the problem is the absence
of legislation on citizen empowerment. I accordingly
urge this Government to develop a comprehensive
Citizen Empowerment Law to promote and entrench
the active participation of Batswana in their economy.
Education and Skills Development
Turning into Education and Skills Development; and
noting that not a single one of them is in the House.
When all is said and done, our competitiveness will
rest on how well our education system prepares our
children to compete as global citizens in an increasingly
interconnected world. So far, the education sector
is in crisis. It has money but it is not giving us value
for money. The teachers are unhappy, the students are
unhappy and the results are poor.
The Government has responded to this crisis with the
Education Training Sector Strategic Plan (ETSSP). It is
a five year plan that does not have an Implementation
Programme or Plan. It succeeds a Revised National
Policy on Education (RNPE) that has only been
partially implemented in over 21 years. The lack of an
implementation plan makes us wonder whether it will
not suffer the same fate as the RNPE. Our position as
the UDC has always been that the RNPE was a good
policy that was let down by lack of implementation. The
proliferation of policies that are not implemented is not
productive.
Accountability
I would like to remind this House that the hallmark
of a good government is accountability and the basis
of accountability is good monitoring, evaluation and
reporting systems that are acted upon. This Government
is failing because it does not believe in accountable
governance.
The President made a slew of promises in 2008 to be
met by 2016, including full employment, zero poverty
and inclusive prosperity at the upper middle income
level. Today, towards the end of 2015, the President
does not see the need to give a blow by blow account of
what national targets we achieved, which targets we did
not achieve and the lessons we must learn. He gives us
yet another set of promises and announces the launch of
yet another visioning process.
We need to institutionalise project management in
government, not to establish a Project Implementation
Unit. We should also institutionalise result based
monitoring and evaluation as integral components of
management for results. And we need to be transparent
about our failures and hold those who fail the nation to
account.
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Today, the President’s five D’s can be summed up in one
word D, DISASTER.
Now we have the Economic Stimulus package (ESP).
May God help us all.
Our proposals
What are our proposals?
First fix the power and the water situation. It is clear
to us that without water and power, nothing else is
possible. So fixing the water and power problem not just
for the short term, but for the intermediate and long term
is our highest priority.
We will:
a) Invest adequately in the full infrastructure of water
and power eco-systems
• Resources should be adequate as proportion of the
national budget/GDP
• Stronger investment in key infrastructure including
new technology grids, significant waste-water
treatment capacity, comprehensive sewerage/
sanitation systems especially in low income high
density areas such as Mogoditshane, Morula,
Bophirima, Manaka, Kgaphamadi, Peleng.
• This means Botswana should spend at least P140
billion over the next 10 years in both water and
power systems with much of that investment
emanating from the private sector through Private
Public Partnerships (PPPs).
b) Create a predictable environment for independent
power producers, not the current confusion.
• A major component of this is to establish, and
establish with immediate effect and take this very
seriously, establish a water/power regulator with a
view to having that regulatory framework, with that
regulator fully operational by April 2016.
c) Establish sound, transparent and competent
governance in the power and water sectors.
• Enact legislation clearly stating the role of various
stakeholders in the power sector and water sector
value chains
• Break-up the Botswana Power Corporation (BPC)
and Water Utilities monopolies
d) Encourage innovation in the power/water sectors
• Subsidies for solar power and possibly bio-fuels
• Private homes should be able to add to the grid or
switch away from the grid
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• Invest extensively in new technology and grid
infrastructure
• Small villages that are outside the grid should be
allowed to be serviced by smaller solar IPPs.
e) Cultivate better relations with your neighbours,
South Africa/Eskom and other countries
• Eskom needs power and Botswana should exploit
this opportunity
• Botswana should secure more from shared water
resources in accordance with the Helsinki Rules and
the SADC protocol on shared Water Courses
Our key targets in the power and water sectors will
include the following:
• Additional new capacity of 600 Megawatts within
the next eight months (excluding Morupule B)
• Additional 3000 Megawatts within two years (a
good share for export)
• Additional large injections of power for export over
the next five or ten years and insurance of power
security for the next 30 years
• Extensive waste-water treatment plants and worldclass sewerage/sanitation systems in most areas
including low income high density areas.
• Extensive water pipe network system that will
ensure multiple water connections to multiple water
sources flowing to all key centres in Botswana.
• Ensure water security for the next 40 years.
Second, we will develop robust capacity and capabilities
for the conception, development and management of
large infrastructure projects and will develop systems
for the efficient coordination of key institutions. We
will:
• Develop fully a national performance measurement
regime and system with targets
• Publish regularly the performance of key projects
and institutions against targets on a regular basis.
• Agree on a project management architecture in the
Government system that is well-linked and aligned
with management/implementation capacity across
all stakeholders within and outside the Government
system.
• Rigorous and continuous training within and
outside the Government system in areas that
enhance the capacity for the management of large
scale infrastructure projects.
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• Instill a culture of meritocracy by appointing and
rewarding on the basis of merit to create a culture
of meritocracy and excellence in the system.
Third, we will manage the economy more creatively,
and with a higher sense of urgency. We will:
• Focus more aggressively on the beneficiation of
diamonds and minerals in general by taking steps
for citizens and foreign investors to find and develop
new opportunities along the value chain of the
mineral sector. This will include a greater emphasis
of training and attraction of investors in areas related
to mineral processing, diamond polishing, diamond
sales, diamond finance, mineral trading and jewelry
manufacturing. This alone can produce hundred of
thousands of jobs over the next 8 to 10 years. This
is something that requires a new a comprehensive
beneficiation law.
• Restructure sectors that are constrained by archaic
or restrictive laws. This includes the repealing of
the Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) monopoly
to allow the participation of other players in the meat
value chain under the guidance of a regulator. It is
not going to operate without controls. There must
be a regulator. We believe this will create thousands
of jobs in the meat industry. The other sectors to
benefit from this approach are the energy and water
sectors both of which can yield thousands more
jobs. Botswana has sufficient gas, coal, solar and
water resources to keep her fully occupied provided
the right technologies and systems are put to bear to
generate immense wealth for our people and country.
Fourthly, we will discover, nurture and deploy our local
human resources more creatively, fairly and balance
this with an overhaul of the immigration system and
approach to attract the right type of immigrants who
can assist transform not only our economy but assist
enhance the skills of our people.
We intend to:
• Put to an end a culture of “jobs for friends” or
“tenders to friends.”
• Transform our education system into one that is
primarily managerial, technical and productionfocused, it will also emphasise the creative arts.
• Put to an end the unexplained deportation of
expatriates.
• Identify key skills and quantum of skills required
from outside to make immigration of those with such
skills swift and almost automatic in some cases.
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• Provide proper incentives (and remuneration) for
the right skills and behaviours in the public sector
including for teachers, health professionals and civil
servants at large.
• Cultivate a happy and productive environment for
workers through a disciplined and fair working
conditions and relations.
• Instil a culture of continuous training and excellence
including the appointment to assignments purely
based on merit, not political party affiliation, not
cadre deployment, not pork barrel politics.
Fifthly, we would significantly strengthen Parliament
to pursue its legislative and supervisor role over the
executive more effectively.
This means a number of steps:
• Legislation to make Parliament independent with
its own Parliamentary Service that reports to the
Speaker and not to the Office of the President.
• Adequate budget to establish a Budget/Economics
office to provide professional analysis for the public
and Members of Parliament independent of the
Executive.
• Strengthen the professional capacity that supports
the various committees of this Parliament.
This would change how Government works, and would
offer the country high accountability within the system
and much higher quality in the delivery of services and
projects by Government.
We will ensure the Executive has the capacity to
facilitate Private Public Partnerships (PPPS) across all
sectors.
Sixth, we will create a seamless ecosystem for the
nurturing, development, funding and management
of indigenous businesses and entrepreneurs, a better
coordination of Government’s interventions in research
and development, training of skills, management of
major pension funds/Government funding schemes,
Government-owned companies and cross-fertilization
among schools and industry. There is a popular
refrain that Africa must industrialize, Botswana must
industrialize. You cannot industrialize if you did not
invest in research and development. If you take that
approach you are at the mercy of those hold the patent.
You must create your own patent using indigenous
knowledge systems and products to position yourself.
That might create some room for success of Special
Economic Zones, not what you currently have on offer.
It is an exercise on futility. In Cuba as we speak, you
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know what they are doing? If you come and invest in
Cuba, they give you land immediately. You have access
to cheap utilities and highly skilled but very reasonably
priced labour. They give you 10 years tax free as speak
and you tell that your Special Economic Zones are
going to attract any high-end companies? Get real folks,
it is not going to work. You have not even quantified
what it is, what is the quantum of benefit that you are
offering to the high-end companies; pharmaceutical or
IT Company? Did you know where they are operating,
have you checked what is unique, that is so peculiar that
would improve their bottom line, have you done it? No,
you have not.
We will also decentralize planning. We will pursue the
principle of administrative subsidiarity vigorously.
Eighth, we will invest in establishing an education
system for People Living with Disabilities,
We will invest in establishing an education system
for people living with disabilities, which system will
give them the power to achieve anything they wish to
do without any inhibition. We will also offer special
interventions for women to improve their chances of
breaking into the areas and sectors where they have
been made to believe they cannot make it.
We refuse to believe that what the President offered is
any form of stimulus. It was simply a presentation in
drips and drabs of what should have found its way to
the NDP 11. This is a “Stop Gap Plan”; Nama o tshwere
in Setswana. What Botswana needs is what I have just
presented, a plan to transform our economy and the way
we do things as a country. This is what the Umbrella for
Democratic Change (UDC) will fight for and hope to
achieve soon.
As you now all realise, the UDC offers hope for this
country and all its people. It offers big dreams; dreams
of immensity, dreams of intensity. We offer what that
literary genius Gabriel Garcia Marquez, described so
beautifully as an energy and novelty that belongs to us in
its entirety and with which we ourselves are sufficient.
It cannot be domesticated by imperial voracity, or by
the brutality of the internal oppressor, or even by our
own immemorial fears of translating into words our
most cherished dreams. It is the total expression of a
creative vocation and a creative capability that justify
and demand of all of us a profound confidence in the
future.
This is, in critical part what we call ‘Moono.’
It remains for me to thank you all and thank you Madam
Speaker for the privilege of your attention. Thank you
very much.
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MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): Thank
you Madam Speaker for giving me the opportunity to
comment on the President’s state of the nation address.
It is an address on how far we have come since last
year to date. With those words in mind, I would like
to comment first on the Leader of opposition’s address;
it was a very eloquent speech, however there was
nothing new. He just repeated what he said last year.
All the things he mentioned are what the “Domkrag”
Government is already doing. This is why I say these
words are not new and moreover he does not come
up with anything that will bring change. At times it is
important to point out achievements, but if we take the
route of vilifying and denying everything, it does not
show leadership…
HONOURABLE
clarification.

MEMBER:

On

a

point

of

MR MOLEFHI: I am still developing my speech
“Mokwena”. I am trying to indicate here that this
country is where it is because of the cooperation that
the president has facilitated between the Government
and the private sector, non-governmental organisations
and various political parties. These are facts, which the
leadership of “Domkrag” always attest to and at the
same time praising and recognising the contribution of
the nation at large in the development of this country.
I also have to point out that this Government has long been
transparent. There are statistics which indicate what has
not been achieved, what went wrong. The Government
that does not hide anything, the Government that shares
information with the public so that everyone can be
informed and know achievements and challenges of the
country. This is what the President has done right now.
The President started by pointing out the challenges
we are facing; energy and power. I remember too well
towards the State of the Nation Address; I was listening
to some honourable members who are present here
and some former members, vilifying the Government
programs, even the Economic Stimulus Package (ESP),
before we could even hear what the ESP entails.
I liken them to a person who when a woman is pregnant,
they start talking about the unborn baby’s looks, “the
baby will have a big nose, it will have large ears, the
eyes will be like this…”. Nonetheless we should realise
that such things will not make us better people, when
we vilify before getting all the information or the facts.
As Government, we have been allocating and saving
resources. At times people think that as politicians we
deliberately make sure that services are unavailable but
even in other countries that are surrounding us, such
challenges exist. When we take a look at the water crisis

as an example, we are not the only ones experiencing
water shortages. In the past years, the Government came
up with a National Master Plan for water, it shows how
the water network is going to be like.
Honourable Boko was saying earlier on that where
water sources are shared, the Government will have
consultations with those other countries, however,
that would not be new. It started way back during
the apartheid era. They were not willing to let us get
water from Zambezi. Some of us will remember that
there was once a call for getting water from Okavango
to use in areas around it. It was some of us here and
other internationals who said we are going to render
Okavango dry by drawing water from there. Right
now we have been given a go-ahead by the countries
we share the border with to draw water from Zambezi.
Plans of drawing water from there are underway.
Public documents indicate that we hired some experts
to research on ways to bring water here. In the recent
discussions and consultations about the water situation,
Honourable Mokaila talked about them, it was not a
secret.
To recycle water Honourable Leader of Opposition is
one of the strategies, that is the reason I am saying I am
not in any way demeaning your statement, I am saying
this because the issues you raised that it is going to be
your milestone if UDC takes governance are exactly the
same things that we are doing today.
Even if we can look at your manifesto which talks
about humming economy, this is something which
the Government is currently doing. There are some
Honourable Members who on the previous Parliament
session complained a lot about foreigners being given
residence permits but when they turn around they say
that when they take over they are going to open doors.
When we do that, they say we are opening doors for
our friends in order to gain something. Should we also
be suspicious that whomever you open doors for will
bribe you?
The Government has always allowed the public servants
to venture into business, it is not something new. When
I was first employed by Government in 1978, the
programme was always there in the General Orders that
if one wants to venture into business he/she has to write
a letter seeking permission from the employer, which is
DPSM. Nothing has changed. The procedure is still the
same; one writes a letter if interested.
Honourable Members we are all aware of the process
of tender disposals; there is PPADB, which is the
main branch, then there are other small branches at the
Government ministries, ministerial tender committees
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and Local Government. There is no Minister who is
involved in tender disposals.
In the previous Parliament session, I rebuked Honourable
Mathokgwane at that time regarding the statements
he made; he alluded that he is against the branches
responsible for tender disposal being given more powers.
On one hand we talk about the ease of doing business
on the other hand we advocate for decentralisation
which Honourable Boko was talking about. We wanted
to hand over to the ministries so that they can award
tenders quickly but Honourable Members are against
it saying PPADB will be left powerless and there will
be nepotism. We have to believe that where the human
factor plays part in any decision of procurement there is
likelihood of nepotism however the procedure is clear
as to what should be done.
At my Ministry, the procedure in place is that if there
was a tender advertisement, it is first assessed by a
private assessor then is submitted to the office. After
that an officer calls his/her colleagues to review it and
submit it to PPADB to be recommended, after that he/
she calls colleagues again to assess it. We want to avoid
nepotism because the procedure is there.
The mandate stated by the Leader of Opposition is
nothing new. All of us, including him have our own
cronies. Cronies are not peculiar to the ruling party; that
is a fact, it is not like if they are with one person they
are called cronies but when they change along the way
and go with the other person they are called reliable
supporters. The vital thing we need to realise is that
the Government gives the leadership a certain kind of
responsibility and those who assist the President should
all the time offer suggestions which can bring about
better change.
Botswana is experiencing something which might
jeopardise her economy. Majority of us in this house, no
even one who wears a diamond because we do not value
it. You do not value a diamond, you value your interests
so you can simply keep cattle which are bought by so
many thousands of Pulas as your investments because
as Batswana we do not value the diamond we have
already decreased its value since we are not consumers
of the product…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification Madam
Speaker. Thank you Madam Speaker. I would like
to understand that point the Member of Parliament
raised, are you saying there is no one who is investing
in diamonds in Botswana? Just recently there were
newspaper reports that one Member of the Botswana
Democratic Party took out a loan to invest in diamonds.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Madam Speaker. Perhaps
the Honourable Member misunderstood me due to
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dialect discrepancy. I was saying to wear a diamond;
adornment because we are not the buyers of these
diamonds, we depend on other people to buy and
adorn them and that is just not an everyday article of
trade. So we should realise the flaw. The vulnerability
Honourable Boko talked about is born by the fact that
we are not the major consumers of the things which
make our economy. Most of us here, when we go on
vacation, where do we go? We go to the cattle-posts. We
do not promote local industries.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We visit Hungary.
MR MOLEFHI: It is just that I do not have a travelling
visa to visit Hungary.
Most of us Batswana grew up at the lands and cattleposts. We interacted with the wild animals, when you
take leave to go on vacation there is nothing interesting
about visiting the wild, you rather travel elsewhere.
When we look at our beef consumption; we do eat beef
but those who are keeping them do not eat them because
of gout. So who are they trying to sell to when they
themselves do not eat it? That is to say the number of
local consumers for the goods produced locally is not as
high as the foreign consumers which mean that we are
incapable of growing our own economy.
At BCL, when they started putting their budget together,
the cost of copper was at US$7 a pound but towards the
end of the year it was down to US$4. This loss influences
the profit we could be making from our minerals. When
we take its beneficiation, the production of copper
is in small scale to even attract investors who can
produce copper goods. That is why BCL is calling for
diversification and they went and bought shares in South
Africa.
Looking at these efforts, we cannot say Government
is not doing anything. We believe we will continue to
use these resources and minerals to lure investors to
come and invest here. Honourable Boko is indicating
that in Cuba, their Special Economic Zones are working
and they would not work here in Botswana. We have
just passed the law here in Parliament; we are going to
come up with regulations of how we are going to turn
these products to Special Economic Zones. We have to
find out how we are going to make things easier like
Honourable Boko said.
That is why I am saying the ideas that the Honourable
Member is saying which the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) believe can bring about developments
are the ideas that we have had and already there is some
evidence to that effect. Honourable Members, what I
can confirm to you is that ESP, NDP 11 and the new
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vision are aligned. There is no contradiction between
them. Those of you who have been here for some
time or those who have been holding meetings in their
constituencies know that preparations for the NDP 11
are already underway at the villages. Communities are
already meeting to prioritise their needs and in so doing,
we have to ensure that no community will feel left out.
These are existing and we have been in Government
since 1965/1966.
Village Development Committees now have a policy
which is part of that of Local Government. This is a
sign that we want communities to have a hand in the
development planning process. In my constituency, I
have seven VDCs. Towards each Parliament meeting,
I call and consult them to hear their concerns regarding
the Council and Government Departments and I call
Heads of Departments. I account for these. During
development planning, they are the first to know
what developments can be done in a primary school
for instance. School children do not have food at the
moment because procurement process took long and
that is the inclusive development planning process that
we do.
I believe we have never said we have a perfect system
and that is why we keep reviewing and developing our
processes. We are striving to perfect them. We have not
ignored the public service; we are in consultations with
them. You will recall Honourable Members that it is
during Khama`s tenure where we amended the Public
Service Act and provided for the unionisation of public
officers. So, I am not saying we have found each other.
HONOURABLE
Clarification!

MEMBER:

Clarification!

MR MOLEFHI: Honourable Members, the Botswana
Federation of Public Service Unions (BOFEPUSU)
and the Botswana Public Employees Union (BOPEU)
would tell you that in that year... (Interruption)… I will
yield for you Honourable Member, during that year...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification Madam
Speaker!
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order! He
said he will yield for you.
MR MOLEFHI: Let me conclude my point. After
unions were legally formed, I attended their meeting
and during that meeting, I told them that as the public
service, they are ahead of Government in understanding
unionism. I therefore urged them as unions to collaborate
with Government to impart even bargaining to the
Government. That is what I told them. I yield for you
Honourable Kesupile.

MADAM SPEAKER: Are you the Speaker now?
MR KESUPILE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I wanted
to ask the Honourable Minister if this Act that he is
talking about is the one which says a doctor, teacher and
a nurse should work eight hours and leave students and
other duties.
MR MOLEFHI: When the Act was done by Honourable
Members of Parliament, in their honest believe and
in good faith, they thought and believed that common
sense will prevail, that nothing will change. We have
since realised that the working period of eight hours is
not conducive for education, health and other sectors
and that is why we have undertaken to review the Public
Service Act. We want to have a subsidiary legislation
which will allow a special dispensation for them because
I believe already in their talks with the Government;
they have agreed that the current Act is not working for
them. We are in harmony and in agreement with Unions.
In fact, some of them have even gone further to say,
as we are developing the education system, we have
to hold teachers accountable by registering them. We
are expecting this registration to be undertaken by the
Teaching Council just like lawyers are registered which
if they fail somehow in their line of practice, they are
discharged. This is what some teachers and unions are
saying and the intention is mainly to produce desired
results.
Moving forward, we know that the San people that
you were talking about took long to have established
settlements unlike other tribes. The Government is
therefore saying we cannot expect them to remain
hunters and gatherers. That is why Government wants
them to have villages which can be developed and
provide for their needs. I worked in Ghanzi in 1982
up to 1985. There were times where there would be no
water due to lack of rain and I would be assigned as a
social worker to transport water to Motomela, Metsia-Manong, and Gugama using a truck. If we are to
consider the wildlife population versus the rate at which
the human population is increasing one would realise
that relying on game for food is not sustainable because
the human population has increased. How many animals
could one household possibly consume in a week or a
month and how many times do these animals reproduce.
That is not the only concern, we also have the issue of
these wild animals being killed by other animals. This is
why the Government came up with a policy that people
should be encouraged to stay in established settlements
so that they can be provided with resources just like
Batswana in other areas. Government continues to
provide resources to improve their lives.
Yes, some of the problems that came as a result of
established settlements are issues of overindulgence in
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alcohol because in their traditional lifestyles, there was no
time to brew alcohol and spend the whole week drinking
it. The practice was to spend some days at a particular
place and hunt before moving on to the next place and
that is why in their old traditional lives they did not have
permanent cemeteries or graveyards because whenever
one of their own passed away, they would perform their
funeral rituals and move to a different place. These are
social problems that came about because of settlement
creation but as Government, we cannot turn a blind
eye to these problems. That is why we have to work
together with other social workers to establish how we
can minimise the effects of the developments that we
presumed would bring good in their lives. There are
programmes that the President mentioned, for example
the social safety nets that would help prevent abject
poverty. Those are the programmes that I believe we
shall continue to work on together. One other weakness
that we have as Batswana that makes it difficult for the
Government to bring developments to our places is
that 500 people can settle in a place and when they are
asked to move to a place with developments they refuse
and say that they have buried their dead in that place.
What used to be cattle posts has now been turned into
villages and in turn the community will demand schools,
electricity, roads and health services and therefore the
provision of infrastructure and social services becomes
expensive for the Government. We all know that we
should talk about equity when it comes to resources
such as the internet. We have since managed to bring
the undersea cable and we have now done a network
of fibre that will be spread throughout the country. The
network fibre will go through Ghanzi, Sehithwa, and
Shakawe and all the way through Maun. The other one
runs from Maun through the Moremi Game Reserve up
to Chobe. All these networks are meant to transmit high
capacity internet to the villages so that by the time we
connect businesses and homes then most areas would
be connected.
In 2013, there was one business person who had wanted
connectivity and at the time the quotation that he was
given was around P200 000 because he was not within
a village. Since we did the networks the quotation has
since dropped and it became P39 000 from P200 000
plus. The efforts still continue.
Some of the businesses in Gaborone are unable to
afford the bandwidth that they are being offered and we
believe that with the intervention of the regulator being
BOCRA, prices will be better. Our laws have also been
improved such that now it is stated that as a business
person, one would be able to be informed of the internet
usage costs locally, as soon as they switch their phone
on. These developments will reach the standard that
we want and if it was not for the fact that our country
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is vast and that our population is small, the profits that
we would get from usage of these services would speed
up the growth of these developments. Government has
continued to subsidise a number of services including
power, water and telecommunications. The President
talked about education and training …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLEFHI: No, I am referring to President Khama.
Honourable Boko is the Leader of Opposition in this
House and once we are out there he is the President of
the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC).
His Excellency President Khama also talked about
education and training. We have come to acknowledge
that in the efforts by Government to grow the vocational
education and training it is very important to appreciate
what our students are interested in learning. The practice
has always been that it is up to the child to choose the
subjects they want to do. We have since realised that
certain economic sectors need people of certain skills.
The Government then took a decision after research
was carried out and she set up the Human Resource
Development Council (HRDC) that is now responsible
for guiding on how we can improve our knowledge
and skills. Students who enrol in our brigades and
Vocational Training Centres (VTC) are less in number
than the expected enrolment. It is therefore imperative
that we come up with ways to influence our children
to take interest in acquiring vocational skills because
countries develop through those people’s hard work.
Honourable Members will remember that, we were
informed recently that World Economic Forum Report
has revealed that our work ethic is low and therefore
there is need for us to improve on the way we do our
jobs, so that when investors come, they will find us with
the right work ethics. That is something we should take
note of and talk to our staff about. I normally observe in
some businesses whereby, when the manager reprimands
some staff for not doing their job well, when he departs,
they talk behind his back and say, “oh! What is he
talking about? Is he forgetting that he is an employee
just like the rest of us, they will fire him and he will
go back home,” the manager is just being crucified for
encouraging the staff to work hard. We must stand up
and encourage our staff. Maybe we should change the
system such that, those who will be doing other courses
pay part of the tuition fee while those enrolled in
vocational courses will be given full sponsorship by the
government; this will be a way of encouraging children
to engage in practical jobs.
The relationship between the government and the
teachers is gradually improving. Like I said, I addressed
them at a public service meeting and I told them that
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public workers and the government should handhold
each other so that together, they can take this journey
of unionisation, of bargaining and benefit from it. We
are aware of the situation and again the developments
are on-going. The only difference which occurred in
the last years is that, it seems there has been a gap
in the teaching plan, the curriculum development and
the examiner. However as a way of strengthening our
education system, we should ensure that the curriculum
communicates to the teacher. The one who drafts the
curriculum should take note of the school calendar, so
he cannot make a hefty syllabus and expect it to have
been taught in during that period. The examiner also
should not just assume that the students have been
taught everything that is in their text books and then
they set the examination from any topic.
We believe that, the coming together of teachers, of the
education system institutions will improve the situation.
All of you Honourable Members here went to primary
schools in villages and were taught under the trees and
graduated from the University of Botswana…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Under the trees.
MR MOLEFHI: No, that side you were in a shelter/
veranda. A lot of you here studied at the University
of Botswana for your first degrees but none of you
undermines yourselves when you meet someone who
studied in England. We first started our schooling here
and we went overseas. That is why we are now saying,
we have realised where the rift is and therefore we are
going to try by all means to address the differences
which are there.
The Government is making developments in some of
our constituencies, Honourable Member for SelebiPhikwe West knows that, in Phikwe we are about to
complete the construction of two staff houses for
primary school teachers. This is because, the seriousness
that is there manifests. We also continue to build staff
houses for secondary schools. Even in the olden days,
when Honourable Mmolotsi went for teaching for the
first time, he found a furnished house with sofas and
a gas stove, all he had to bring along were pots and
blankets. This shows that the government took teachers
very seriously and wanted to improve their conditions
of service. As the numbers of students increased, we
introduced another education system which allowed
students to progress up to form 3 or at least have a
certificate. This was a way of encouraging them so that,
eventually as education develops, they could enrol in
different sectors of education; some could take the route
of vocational education while those who have excelled
in their studies could take the academic route. I believe
that we shall continue to do these things.
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Small and Medium Micro Enterprises (SMMEs); it
was in this government’s system since 2008, when the
government introduced Economic Diversification Drive
(EDD), as a way of supporting citizen owned companies
with regards to government procurement. We were
looking at the fact that, we cannot encourage people to
venture into business and then we leave them and buy
goods in South Africa, when maybe, those goods are
produced locally or we have a foreign manufacture agent
locally. These things have changed. You will remember
that Gaborone City Council represented by Honourable
Nkaigwa used to trouble the street vendors….
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He was not there.
MR MOLEFHI: The President then said people should
be left alone to trade, those are SMMEs. Honourable
Nkaigwa told me that, this was a law from the Botswana
Democratic Party (Domkrag) and they were going to
use it so that people can hate us.
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order Madam Speaker.
MR MOLEFHI: He said it was a law from Botswana
Democratic Party (Domkrag). Honourable Nkaigwa and
Honourable Councillor from Jwaneng used to tell me
that they are going to use the law.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. The
Honourable Minister is imputing some improper
motives against me; I have never met him and discussed
issues relating to the informal sector with him. So,
I propose that he withdraw the statement that he just
alluded to me.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Molefhi, if you
have not met, withdraw those words.
MR MOLEFHI: Motlotlegi Speaker, I do not want to
argue this issue, let me withdraw those words but I can
tell you the honest truth.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Point of order. Mr Speaker, I
wanted to know whether it is allowed for Honourable
Members to sit with their backs facing you, because
there are some Honourable Members who are seated in
that manner . I was wondering if you do not see them.
MR SPEAKER: I cannot see them. If you have given
me your back, please sit properly.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was saying
this has been a demonstration by this government to
simplify the system so that the SMME can be able
to trade. Right now the arrangements that are there in
councils, we have what is called cottage industry; small
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medium business owners trading from homes are not
required to produce a trading licence. We are continuing
to develop a system whereby small businesses are also
able to enjoy government programmes.
I am now surprised listening to the radio and elsewhere,
people saying the government is going to impoverish
us by accessing the reserves. Some of the people who
say that are the ones who were saying the government
should not allow the economy to crumble given that
there are reserves. Now when we say let us look at
how much we can get from the reserves to augment
that which is already there, it becomes a problem, just
because right now…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOLEFHI: No, my time is up, you will clarify
later. The arrangement in place is; what are we doing
so that the economy does not collapse? In the long run
when ESP will be rolled out to the Honourable Members
giving them guidelines, they will be at liberty…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MOLEFHI: This policy will be brought here, that
is the procedure and you will get a chance to express your
views, ask questions related to it so that where there is a
need for clarification then it should be done. Our aim is;
we have lined up all government institutions, including
PPADB, Directorate of Corruption and Economic Crime
(DCEC)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: DIS?
MR MOLEFHI: No, DIS does not fall under the finance
portfolio. Now that we are talking about procurement,
we also include the DCEC to ensure that all the systems
that will be put in place will close all the loopholes
that brood corruption to deter them from causing an
economic downturn. On the other hand Honourable
Members, you are making an indictment on the public
officers, because none of you has the responsibility of
procuring Government assets. It is good to dream but
you have to wake up from the dream to be real. 600
megawatts, 3000 megawatts, good dreams. I thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR GUMA (TATI EAST): Mr Speaker Sir, I thank
you. I am not going to confine myself to the State of
the Nation Address because I have got a very serious
issue where I come from. I am a Member of Parliament
for a constituency called Tati East. It starts from
Tshesebe, Senyawe, Tsamaya, Temashanga, Tati Siding,
Matshelagabedi, Matsiloje, Ditladi, Pataya Matebele,
Siviya and Jackalas No 2. The people in that area where
I come from would be very upset with me if I do not

26

Hansard No 181

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion
deliver the message to this Honourable House as they
have sent me. In their view they are saying, ‘silence on
your part is betrayal.’ They will be very surprised if they
hear me saying something opposite of what they told
me to come and deliver to this House. They are very
depressed and upset people. They feel that they are
being treated like second-class citizens of this country. I
feel the same and deeply so, me and my family at times
feel like am I really a Motswana or it is just a joke? I
will say to you here, I am a man made in the image of
God and nobody is going to treat me like a second-class
citizen.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)...
MR GUMA: As we speak today, with all the challenges
that we have, the people of Matsiloje are so upset and
saying to themselves, in their area, their cattle were
killed and they were left in poverty. Today they have
to live with the elephants that destroy their livelihoods,
they cannot plough and cattle from Zimbabwe cross into
Botswana, they drink our water and yet we know there
is Foot and Mouth coming on the other side. There has
been no Minister that has visited our area despite all the
cries we had.
Last week Thursday, Honourable Minister Tshekedi
Khama called a meeting and we all came, very excited.
We waited for him at the airport with all the officers and
people were full at the Kgotla meeting, and he was not
there. No apology. I saw an elderly person crying in front
and saying to me, ‘what did we send you to Parliament
to do? What is your role? We cannot plough, we are
living with Foot and Mouth, and we have no water in
this area. Why are we being treated in this manner?’ That
is the anger of the people who have sent me here. I feel
ashamed to be a Member of Parliament; I do not know
what this job is all about. I come to this House I see all
the talk, all the academic talks, and people talking all
the language and fighting for positions. Then I see the
politics of poverty, polities of stomach and I sit in this
August House and say, I should not be in this House.
The people where I come from as I speak, yesterday in
Temashanga, there was a queue of about 500 metres,
people queuing for water.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moyo, may you be kind
with your choice of words to your fellow Honourable
Members.
MR GUMA: Thank you Sir. Honourable Speaker, I
have to say the issues and frustrations of the people of
the East that have sent me here. It is so painful Sir that
at this point in time as we speak, we are the suppliers of
water to the South. We have abundant water reserves in
all our dams. The President has constantly told us that
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there is enough budget for water and I can tell you right
now as we speak, in all about the nine villages, there
is no water. They are very angry with me. At least if
they could see somebody coming to them and saying,
‘look, this is the situation, this is what we are doing.’
They will appreciate. They are peace loving people.
Right now they feel marginalised; they feel like they are
second class citizens of this country. I cannot come here
and pretend that things are okay and be talking about
something else. I am a representative of the people of
the East. I have to say the issues as they are. I have come
here as a messenger of the people of the East to deliver
to their expectation. That is all they want to hear me for.
I must say to you, honestly I feel ashamed that I am a
Member of Parliament, because going back there, they
look at me and say, ‘where is water? Foot and mouth is
soon going to attack us.’ The painful thing is that they
only want to see leadership. They want to see us coming
to them and giving them answers. It is not happening. I
cannot say anything else. I have to say these frustrations
at the beginning of my speech so that they can hear that
I have said their frustrations to this House. They want
to hear that.
There is so much poverty there which you may say to
a large extent is self-created because we have abundant
resources. There is no reason why we should not be where
we are. There is no reason. It is not that Government
has not done enough. The reason why I say we could
do better is because I know this able Government can
do better than this. I know that. I know Government
has done a lot in the past for that area. In the past eight
years, Government has pumped about P1.2 billion in
that constituency in terms of infrastructure. We thank
this Government, we do. What we cannot accept is
deliberate sabotage and inefficiency being done either
by people working there for their own reasons or by
some other people for political expediency. We cannot
accept that. We will not tolerate it, it is unacceptable
and I as their representative, I will stand in front of any
bullet and take it first. The bullet I am talking about, I
am not talking about war. I am talking about the pain, I
have to take it first. We have to speak that language so
that it should be clear to everybody in the House, that
the living conditions back in the villages is appalling.
It is unacceptable. It is deliberate because there is no
excuse. We cannot feed with people with water and we
expect people to be happy and embrace us, and I have to
come in here and smile and say I am honourable, what
makes honour when you cannot even feed your own
children? Where is your honour, what kind of a job is
this? I had to vent this anger, I am only presenting to you
because that is the anger that I face all the time.
I cannot even hold a Kgotla meeting, I will be sitting
there and the old lady cries in front of you, “what is
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wrong my child?” I am not sure whether you could
do better guys and thanks a lot for talking to me nice
but I am not sure whether you could do better. The
frustration that we have is painful. Having said that, I
think the people in the East have heard, I have delivered
the message. I am a loyal member of the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP). That is why I am sitting here.
Being a member where I am is not that I have not heard
it nice all the time, it has been hard. There have been
challenges and I am still here.
Let me tell you one thing, in the next 34 minutes I will
be responding to the State of the Nation Address. The
way I understand the State of the Nation Address is
that every President does it at the end of every year, or
the beginning of the Parliamentary Session. When he
does that, he has to give us the situation analysis of the
economy first. He has to tell us the situation as he sees
it, the challenges the economy is facing and what his
government intends to do to address those challenges.
On Monday, to my recollection, I think the President
did exactly that. We may all differ with the manner in
which he wants to tackle the issues but we all have to
agree that he has actually identified the issues as you all
know them. What is critical in what he did say is that the
projected growth of the economy was supposed to be 4.5
to 4.6 per cent if I remember, and he then projected that
there is going to the down turn, it will come to 2.6 per
cent. He then comes out with the intended measures on
how he wants to address that. Part of it is to come with
the Stimulus Package. Then he gives you a history of
where we come from, and these challenges come a long
way from towards the end of National Development
Plan (NDP) 9, when we were hit with an economic
crisis.
He then gives out his strategy on how he is going to
be addressing those. You are entitled to differ with him,
but first he has identified the problem. He then comes
out with his approach to say, “if I have had a gap, I am
having a gap of 2.6 per cent, challenges of economic
growth; I would then have problems of unemployment,
or have problems of delivery.” Then he looks in to his
balance sheet, he says, “you know what, in my balance
sheet I have got current assets, I have got a liquidity
situation that I need to look into, I have got fixed assets,
what do I do? How do I play around with this balance
sheet, within this economy?
He then says, “in order for me to go forward, such
that I can reach the intended target of 4.6 per cent and
stimulate growth, and continue with it.” You see without
the economic growth you cannot talk about wealth, you
cannot talk about job creation in an economy which
is stagnant. So your starting point phase is to address
issues of economic growth, then you are going to be
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targeting those areas in the economy that assist you with
the economic growth, and they are all across and you are
going to prioritise.
In my view he has said, after mineral which is the
second contributor to the economic growth, he says
tourism, he is going to tackle that. He does not say what
am I going to do with infrastructure that is earmarked to
assist economic growth? Then he says, there is another
area that he is going to target which have got an impact
on economic growth; that is Agriculture. He comes
out with the package and say, “this is my statement of
intend, these are the things that I want to do. Part of
that is I am going to come with an Economic Stimulus
Package,” he puts them together. All the issues that I
have been telling you…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR GUMA: Thank you very much. I knew that you
will be upset.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moyo, please address the
Chair, forget the side remarks.
MR GUMA: Then he puts all these variables together
and packages them. He comes to Parliament and he say,
“I have identified the problem, and going forward this
is what I am going to do, these are the options I am
going to come up with but I am coming with this bold
initiative.” Then he says to you, “how I am going to
finance this?” There are different ways of financing it;
it may include even tapping on the reserves. And for
foreign exchange reserves, there is a minimum to what
you can do. Then he packages these all together; he
comes to us and says “this is what I am going to do.”
He is very well aware that what he is going to do will
be within the confines of the law. He have not presented
the budget, there is no budget that has been brought to
us. There is a statement of intend of what government is
going to do. What is next is the Minister of Finance and
Development Planning to come to us with a package,
and delivers it to us. It will come, that is a process and
a law.
We will be able to deliberate on that and a budget will be
presented to us in the normal process. In the meantime
then he says to you, “within the budget that you
approved this financial year in February, there are other
areas where I can actually put my initiative via slow
spending projects which I can implement the very same
thinking that I have within the same budget.” What is
wrong with that?
Even in the National Development Plans, there are
broader issues, you start with the macro, micro and
economic analysis and you put all these packages
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together. That is what precisely the President has been
doing. The next phase of approach is the Minister of
Finance, he is going to package all this. He is going
to bring these before this Honourable House because
there is no any other way you can spend money without
coming to Parliament.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Please stop there Honourable
Moyo. Honourable Davids and Honourable Dr Butale,
you are making noise. Please pay attention to him as he
speaks if he yields for you he will do so, and if he does
not, please let him be. Continue Honourable Moyo
MR GUMA: So the budget is going to come. The issue
of NDP 10 or 11, there are provisions within the law. We
are not going to stop working because there is NDP. We
can actually come in with a supplementary proposal in
line with what the laws of this Parliament say, and say
we need to do the following. We do not know whether
the Minister is coming out the supplementary proposal
to increase the ceilings of it. Has the NDP 10 come to
an end? I am not sure, that is it.
As far as I remember, this Parliament extended it by
a year, and as far as I know, all the projects usually
overflow to the next NDPs. The confusion is on you
because you have never governed so you do not know
what government is all about. As far as I know in my last
ten years of sitting in here, you see what I am saying,
I have seen projects overflowing to the next financial
year or to the next NDPs that is what happens. That is
procedure Sir, these things happens and they continue to
happen in this House.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Guma, stop provoking
them, I said you should address me.
MR GUMA: The next I am expecting to be coming is
the Minister as you all know. We are left with one month
to prepare for the next budget for 2016/2017. The budget
estimates and proposals are completed by Government
and Executive around December. In January, draft
estimates have to be prepared and tabled before this
House, 14 days before Parliament opens. That is the
procedure. I have not seen any amendment to change
that kind of a procedure and then we are going to debate
and the projects that the President is going to be talking
about most probably will have to extend over a period
of three years. We are going to approve them here, we
will debate them. But first the President in his speech
cannot talk about the budget because the law does not
allow him to talk about the budget. He can only tell you
what he intends to do to address the issues that he was
presenting to you. That is procedure, that is law. That is
how Parliament works, that is how governance is.
I do not understand why we are getting ourselves
excited about this. This is not going to work, are we
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scared? There would be challenges it is true, they would
be challenges in the implementation of this like in any
other journey. There will always be issues. There will
be challenges of implementation it is true. But the most
important thing is, are we sure that government has
come in and say there is a problem and this is what I am
going to do and is giving people hope. Or we are saying
government should have kept quiet and said nothing,
are we saying government say there are challenges of
unemployment? And this is what we need to do.
Now having explained and put this thing in perspective,
now let me just say my worries, there is one immediate
thing when you are going to come up with this big
expenditure, that we need to attend to, very urgently.
We are custodians of people’s values and assets and all
the times as Members of Parliament and leaders, we
must be seen in the eyes of people as real custodians.
Declaration of Assets and Interests Bill is urgent.
It is important that we must bring this as I speak today.
Like Honourable Mangole was saying, I stand accused
of various serious crimes in the eyes of people. When
you walk around, they are benefiting. Unless we open
up and say we have got nothing to hide and create
an environment where people can actually be seen to
trust us. Let me put it very clear, I have declared to His
Excellency all my business interests way back in 2008,
but that is not enough. What is needed is in the eyes of
the public. We must be seen to be people that can be
trusted. It is very important that we should do so and
the longer we take time to bring this Bill in here, people
start to mistrust us and start to wonder what it is that we
are hiding.
With this budget coming in, the perception is the
members of Parliament are part of it and they gain
from it. Let me tell you about myself, I am not going
to apologise for having worked hard. You can all hold
those funds as long as you want; they are mine, tough
luck. I am not going to be apologetic to this Honourable
House that when some of them were sitting, relaxing
and drinking beer, I was working hard. I am not going
to apologise to you guys, tough luck. Every cent that
I have earned, even the taxes that I am alleged…
(interruptions)…if I do not work hard…
MR KHAN: On a point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I think the Honourable Member is now out of order. I
thought we were discussing the State of the Nation, now
it is the State of Guma Moyo now.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Guma, I can see
that you are in spirit; I however request that you get
back to the subject that we are discussing. If that was
just an example, I do not think it is a problem. But let us
get back to the subject matter.
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MR GUMA: Sir, unless I am a new comer, as far as I
remember, I am 11 years in Parliament and I know how
issues are being addressed. This one is only one year.
This is how we speak, you express your feelings. We are
not in Iraq here my friend, we speak.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Guma, what are you on
about? Stop provoking Honourable Khan, I have asked
you to continue debating.
MR GUMA: No, it is the State of the Nation Address;
you say whatever you want to say. Honourable Speaker,
I was merely responding to a remark earlier made by
Honourable Mangole saying where is the money that is
been held? That is my money Sir, I worked hard for it.
I am not apologising to anybody. You can hold as many
times as you want because you have got the power, but
the money is mine.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What are you going to
do?
MR GUMA: It is mine.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, I am not so sure whether this House is in order
because as far as I am concerned, I think Honourable
Guma is talking about a matter that is in the courts.
Therefore, I am not so sure whether we can discuss that
matter in Parliament because as far as I am concerned,
the matter is subjugate.
MR SPEAKER: No we are not going to discuss Guma’s
case which is already before the courts. I have ruled that
you refrain from talking about your money Honourable
Member. Let us discuss the issues at hand.
MR GUMA: Mr Speaker Sir, Standing Order No.
43 allows me to do a personal explanation and I am
perfectly within the orders of this House, the procedures
of this House, to even speak about it.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Guma, do not argue with
me.
MR GUMA: Of course Mr Speaker, I was only
explaining to him.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. I wanted
to ask Honourable Guma where he said that Standing
Order allows him to air his personal explanation, does
that include that, that Standing Order can override
the matter that is before the courts, the principle of
subjugate? I am not looking for a clarification from him;
I am looking for it from the Parliamentary Counsel.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KEORAPETSE: No, he is insisting after the
Speaker has ruled.
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Keorapetse, I made a ruling on that matter. I said we
are not discussing the court case of Honourable Moyo,
we are not. We are discussing the State of the Nation
Address. He is the one who raised the issue, I do not
know why, we are not interested. I instructed him to
focus on the matter of discussion. Honourable Moyo,
discuss the matter and stop talking about issues which
we are not interested in.
MR GUMA: Mr Speaker Sir, I was merely emphasising
the issue of public trust on us and it is critical that when
one talks about pointing fingers at others, he should first
examine himself and then it would have been totally
impossible for one not to talk about himself and then
point fingers at others.
MR SPEAKER: I have made a ruling on that, proceed.
MR GUMA: Okay thank you Sir. Declaration of assets
Sir is urgent; we have to bring the Bill. We have to
be seen in the eyes of the public to be leaders that are
transparent and have got nothing to hide. It assists us
to gain the confidence of the public because none of us
is above the law and I urge all of us, when the Bill is
finally presented to us, let us look in to it carefully and
embrace it. It is to our benefit Mr Speaker that we must
bring this Bill without short presentations Sir. I rest my
case.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of procedure. Mr Speaker, I need to be educated
on the procedures of the House because last time at the
General Assembly, we allocated time to the Leader of
the Opposition and the leader of the minority party, so
I want to be educated in terms of the line of response
why this leader of the minority is not given a chance to
respond immediately after the Leader of the Opposition,
if indeed we are attaching any importance to that line of
debate? I thank you Sir.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Tsogwane,
Father of the House. Our Standing Order dictates that
we give the Leader of the Opposition the chance before
everyone else and is allocated more time than other
Members of Parliament. The Leader of the minority will
also be allocated more time but it does not instruct him
when to speak, he can do so anytime he is prepared.
We will allocate him the time we agreed upon in the
morning or was it yesterday?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Is he present?
MR SPEAKER: No, that is of no concern to us.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of
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clarification. Mr Speaker, I do not have Standing Order,
are they referred to as the assorted party minority party?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, I said the
minority, I do not know what you mean by assorted, you
are wasting time.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Let me take this opportunity to thank the
Almighty, to thank God for giving me this opportunity
to comment. I am saying this as a representative of the
Gaborone North constituency. I thank the President of
the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) comrade
Boko and all the leadership of the UDC. I also thank our
fellow comrades; the Botswana Congress Party (BCP). I
thank and congratulate Dr Khama on his award.
Before I can commence Mr Speaker, let me indicate
that some things will discourage us to go to school,
sometimes in life an ordinary person like Haskins who
lives by the grace of God you hear that he is called a
Doctor. In the end you might feel discouraged because
you think that education is not that important because
as time goes on, God will bless you too and bestow
you that title and become a doctor like Doctor Butale
and Doctor Mmatli. We are grateful for the increasing
numbers of Doctors in our Parliament.
I know that our South Korean counterparts cannot just
bestow you that title without doing them some sort of
favour, there is something; if we investigate further
we might find something. In order for the Chinese
and Koreans to give you that title there must have
been a huge favour you pulled for them. We should by
that thank God that some people managed to become
Doctors. I believe that at some point in time I too will be
called Doctor Nkaigwa.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker I am concerned, God…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of order. Thank you
Mr Speaker. I do not have any problem with how the
Honourable Member alludes that the President does not
deserve the award, we will get to respond to that attack
since they are the only ones who went to schools and
deserve to be Doctors. I am more concerned by the fact
that as a Parliament of this magnitude Mr Speaker, we
attack countries which I think we have good relations
with; he attacks the Koreans and Chinese that in order
for them to do something for us we first have to pull in
favours for them. Can he at least put it in a different way
rather than to attack…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
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MS TSHIRELETSO: No, it does not matter if you
have the information. That is why I am saying he is ‘out
of order’. If that is true I will hear the Speaker’s ruling
on this matter, since we are all rulers does that mean we
should attack other countries? It has been our practice
that we do not openly attack. Thank you, I was seeking
clarification on that matter from you Mr Speaker. If
that is not out of order, then we welcome and embrace
everything said here.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Members of Parliament
debate properly. When you debate, use non-offensive
words. I do not want to interrupt anyone during the
course of their debate. I am just listening attentively to
your debate and ensuring that you are talking about the
issue on the table.
Honourable Nkaigwa, when you talk about other
countries bear in mind that our Parliamentary debates
are accessible to everyone in the country. You will
cause unnecessary problems which we do not need, as
the Honourable Member of Parliament of Botswana.
Choose your words carefully and proceed with your
debate diligently as Gaborone North residents expect
you to.
MR KGATHI: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, are you seeking
procedure in the issue I am talking about? Wait for a
second. You will seek procedure after he has the floor,
you will seek it from him, I am still talking. Sit down.
MR NKAIGWA: I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Wait. Let him take the floor and you
call for the procedure from him, I am still on the floor.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
for the decision you just made.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of procedure
Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, the point of procedure is that
what Honourable Tshireletso cautioned regarding the
utterance made by Honourable Nkaigwa is very serious.
I request the Honourable Member to withdraw his
words in which he was insinuating that China and South
Korea are enticed. As the BDP, we are against those
words. He said so. So Mr Speaker, in order to clean the
Hansard, I request the Honourable Member to withdraw
that insinuation and proceed with his debate.
MR SPEAKER: Order! I do not know what kind of
people you are. I have been trying to guide Honourable
Nkaigwa and just before he takes the floor, you interrupt
him.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: We are saying he should
withdraw.
MR SPEAKER: No, you cannot control him, I am
doing that. I told him what he should do and how to talk.
Honourable Nkaigwa, stand up and do the right thing
and proceed with your debate.
MR NKAIGWA: I thank you Mr Speaker. I was
indicating that...
MR SPEAKER: Do what you are supposed to do.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you for the advice, it is a good
one. I want to tell Honourable Members that I have
not disrespected any country and I have not implicated
anyone anyhow. I was saying going forward, these
Honorary Doctorates should...
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of order Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, request the Honourable Member
to withdraw his words.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Which words?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Of disrespecting a country
because they honoured our President with an Honorary
Doctorate.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa, proceed
with your debate. Please listen to him.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, the leadership of
Botswana need God. God is the one who can deal with
all the things we are going through in our country.
MR MAKGALEMELE: On a point of order Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, make a ruling on whether it is right
or wrong to disrespect other countries in this House.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Makgalemele I have
long made a ruling on that matter. Honourable Nkaigwa
proceed. Be careful of what you say.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, where there is light,
darkness flees, says the word of God.
MR MARKUS: On a point of order Mr Speaker. We
have heard the Honourable Member and since he is not
talking of Botswana but other countries, we request him
to withdraw. Mr Speaker, you said he should not talk of
other countries because they are listening to us. If these
countries hear what has been said about them and there
is no apology, would we be doing the right thing Mr
speaker?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members I made a ruling
on that matter. If you want to know the ruling I made,
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you will find that in the Hansard. Let Honourable
Nkaigwa proceed.

proceed or he can decline. I ask that you enforce this so
that we can proceed. I thank you.

MR NKAIGWA: God is love and so loves Botswana.
Mr Speaker, Botswana needs God. The leadership of
Botswana needs God. I wish my beloved President Dr
Khama could be in Parliament to hear what I am saying
because some of the words I am saying are what the
Holy Spirit has sent me to say in this Parliament of
Botswana.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! When I stood up after
Honourable Tshireletso spoke, I made a ruling on this
matter and even tried to show Honourable Nkaigwa the
manner of debate expected in this House according to
the Standing Orders. I therefore do not understand why
Honourable Makgalemele has to be shouting form his
seat whilst I am standing, do you want to swap roles
Honourable Member? Honourable Nkaigwa, the Leader
of the House stood up and pointed out that you are now
out of order with regard to the way you are talking
about the Head of State and that you should rather talk
to the issues that we have come for in this Parliament.
I explained to you that the Standing Order 23.2 does
not permit you to be debating in that manner and if you
can stay relevant to the topic then you will receive the
audience that the other Honourable Members have been
enjoying.

When the President addressed this Parliament, he
requested Honourable Batshu to pray. That is a good
spirit. I want to tell the President that this country does
not need Honourable Batshu`s prayer, rather it needs
him to believe that God is the Saviour of this country.
We need the President to personally believe that the
problems that we are facing in Botswana need him as
the Head of State to come to God for our country to be
saved. Mr Speaker, I am saying this because I know you
concur with me that...
MR MARKUS: On a point of procedure Mr Speaker.
Honourable Nkaigwa, has Dr Khama told you he is not
a Christian?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Markus, when
you call a point of procedure, you talk to me. You should
not call it and not talk to me. I would like to remind
you Honourable Nkaigwa that Standing Order 23.2 says
the President`s name should not be used anyhow. Be
careful you do not say anything unpalatable. Proceed
Honourable Member.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, allow me to preach the
way I want. Honourable Guma Moyo has been talking
about issues at his constituency and members of the
BDP have been happy and rejoicing in their hearts. So
allow me to share the message that I have.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): On a point of order Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
I have been exercising a lot of restraint and patience.
I seek that you put finality to this and put the house
back in order. There are various Standing Orders that
are explicit in determining our conduct. The name
and stature and integrity of the name and position of
His Excellency is protected by our own rules. In the
presentation by Honourable Nkaigwa he sought to
disparage His Excellency in the award he got of an
Honorary Doctorate. That for me is sufficient enough
for him to withdraw because those are the rules. In
his presentation his colleagues have advised him to
withdraw his disparaging insinuations of improper
conduct on the part of the Republic of Korea and China.
He has been asked to withdraw. He has two choices
Mr Speaker; he can choose to withdraw directly and
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker!
MR SPEAKER: You cannot call out for a point of
procedure after I just spoke. Please continue with the
debate Honourable Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank
you Mr Speaker. This Parliament though! I will not
be deterred and if anyone is not comfortable with me
talking about God it shall not stop us from continuing to
talk about him. The scripture states that greater is he that
is in you, than he that is in the world.
DR BUTALE: On a point of procedure. Thank
you very much Mr Speaker. I just seek clarity on the
Standing Orders that you have just mentioned. You
seem to suggest that holding a view on the conduct of
the President is not allowed in this House, is that what
you are saying? Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member I am not sure if
you understood me properly. You are asking if I said
that one is not permitted to hold a view regarding the
President however my words were that the President’s
name should not be spoken of in a disrespectful
manner. The Standing Order 23.2 is clear in that
manner. I therefore request that you should refrain from
derailing from the debate because I do not want to keep
interrupting you as you debate. You insist on doing that
and I have to keep admonishing you as if you are not
Honourable Members. Please stick to the relevant topic
and nothing else.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I mentioned
that we need spiritual advice as leaders because if we
cannot have that we will not lead this nation anywhere.
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We have to ask God to lead us as leaders of this country
because all leaders need God to lead them. Mr Speaker
what I am trying to say is that we do not need Honourable
Batshu’s prayer, because as you can feel this scorching
heat it is because of that prayer. We need...
MR SPEAKER: Will you ever understand what I was
saying to you?
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker we need...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, you continue to
abuse Honourable Batshu, despite the fact that I have
asked you to refrain from such talk.
MR NKAIGWA: The Bible talks about the prayer of
a righteous man, you cannot continue to suffer when
a righteous man has prayed, there cannot be such a
heatwave.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of procedure.
Mr Speaker, with due respect to your Speakership, when
someone utters words that are not palatable and is being
constantly advised to refrain from that it does not mean
the words are removed from the Hansard. I therefore
wanted to understand the procedure of this House
regarding this situation whereby someone continues to
use offensive words whether they continue to be advised
to refrain from using those words or they are simply
asked to withdraw them and continue with the debate.
MR SPEAKER: Order! I have made a ruling
Honourable Members and so I do not know what the
issue is. Honourable Nkaigwa should continue with his
debate since I have just advised him on how he should
debate. There are several standing orders that I can
invoke however I chose to try and not intimidate him but
rather to guide him on the manner of debate expected.
Honourable Member, please continue with your debate
freely and refrain from using offensive words.
MR NKAIGWA: The problems of this country do not
need some of these prayers…
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): On a point
of order. Mr Speaker, I say this with the utmost respect
and seriousness. I will point out to remind this House
which parts in Honourable Nkaigwa’s presentation,
I have found to be offending of our general Standing
Orders that which I thought you have made a ruling on,
which ruling was for him to retract and proceed. The
first of those was, when he in speaking disparagingly of
His Excellency’s award of the Honorary Doctorate in
the Republic of Korea, if I could say it in Setswana as he
said it; ‘go tlaa ba tshabisa go ya sekoleng, fa motho a
le esengmang fela kamoso le ene o utlwa gotwe ke Dr le
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bone bo Nkaigwa kamoso e tsoga e le Dr”. “( this will
discourage them from going for further studies because
if someone who is virtually unknown can be awarded
a doctorate, it is possible to have even Honourable
Nkaigwa being awarded an honorary doctorate one
day)” that was one. I find that to be offensive of our
own rules in disparaging the name and status of the head
of state.
The second one was when he made direct reference
and association between the award of the Honorary
Doctorate to His Excellency the President and people
of the Chinese extraction and Korean, that I thought
you had advised as other Members, that is offensive
to our own rules. Those were the two that I thought
were meriting Honourable Nkaigwa’s attention but if
he chooses also not to, it must be clear to you and the
House that he refuses to withdraw. I thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa please
stand up and withdraw your words and then continue
with the debate. Withdraw all the words that you have
said that offended this Parliament. You would not have
ruined anything but rather you would be following the
procedure of this House.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, I am so disappointed. I
will not withdraw, because there is absolutely nothing
to withdraw.
MR SPEAKER: Alright, then continue with your
debate.
MR NKAIGWA: I was basically expressing my own
opinion...
MR SPEAKER: Continue if you are not withdrawing.
MR NKAIGWA: No one is going to stop me from
expressing my own opinions on the basis of that I should
be afraid of something…
MR SPEAKER: Continue with your debate Honourable
Member:
MR NKAIGWA: I am not afraid of anything. I told you
that he who lives inside of me is greater than who rules
on earth. I shall now continue.
Mr Speaker, what is important is that before December,
His Excellency, the President should set aside a day
during the week where Dikgosi, Churches and all the
leaders of this country…
MR KGATHI: On a point of procedure. Mr Speaker,
there is a precedent which has been set in this House
that when the Speaker instructs one to withdraw their
words they should do so. One should not be allowed to
continue with their stubbornness of refusing to withdraw
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their words. I therefore wanted to request that we should
follow the set precedence because it will happen with a
different Honourable Member the next time. Let us do
that because in the past when the Speaker instructed that
one should withdraw their words they had to oblige.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa and
Honourable Kgathi, I said Honourable Nkaigwa should
withdraw and he refused. However, standing Order
59.1 says my ruling is final. If a Member of Parliament
rejects my ruling, this Standing Order gives me the
power to stop them from debating but I do not want to
do that. I want to follow the ruling I made earlier that
Honourable Nkaigwa should continue with his debate.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure, Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Procedure on what I have just said?
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, I was saying…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of procedure. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I was saying, since some of us have
been in Parliament for one year, maybe you should
guide us as to whether it is procedural for Members
of Parliament to request you to instruct a Member to
withdraw words which he/she did not utter. This is
because I heard you at the beginning saying that, you
did not hear any words that were uttered by Honourable
Haskins Nkaigwa and then the Vice President and the
Minister said they heard otherwise. Now, it seems as if
my colleague said those words that were mentioned by
the Vice President whereas you and I did not hear him
say that. My question is; is it procedural for Members
to just falsely accuse another Member and you agreed?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member you are wasting
our time, there is no one who is falsely accusing the
other. I said Honourable Nkaigwa should continue with
his debate.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, I was saying we
should have a national prayer, a serious prayer His
Honour Vice President. I know that you are the only
one who always attends prayer sessions while others do
not. However, I want to tell you the absolute truth that
will make your ears itch forever. Unless and until you
recognise God in this country, nothing will ever work
for us as a nation.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, you cannot say
to an elder that, they are itching, use acceptable words.
MR NKAIGWA: We need the President to declare a
day of prayer in our calendar this year. This will be a
day where we will gather at Dikgotla and the Dikgosi
who are tribal leaders according to the Bible will lead
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us in prayer. Those of us who are in Gaborone including
the Vice President will gather at the National Stadium.
Batswana at large, we should humble ourselves before
God and ask for his forgiveness. Honourable Members,
I am telling you it is judgement time, you may take for
granted what you see. God is speaking to you through
the signs you see today. The word of God will not
come to you and return void. What I am trying to say
Honourable Vice President is that, …(interruptions) …
and to take my words seriously because you are here.
Let us discuss…
MR MARKUS: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, the
Honourable Member is imputing improper motives by
saying we are sinners. This man continues to say we do
not know God, I wonder where he met his God, who
we do not know. I request that you ask this man to stop
referring to us as sinners, we do not like that.
MR SPEAKER: Order! I hear you Honourable
Markus. Honourable Nkaigwa, focus on the debate and
stop showing that your faith is greater than that of others
and that they do not know anything about God, I know
that they will respond to you and their response will be a
bitter pill to swallow. Just focus on your debate.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, even if the time I have
been allocated elapses without having said anything
about Gaborone North I do not care, because my heart
is not in this world but in heaven. I will not cry for my
flesh Honourable Member. It is not something that I
can be prosecuted for at Court, where I will be having
a case regarding money whose source I do not know.
All I am grateful to God for is the salvation of my soul.
If there are some who are still focussing on worldly
possessions, it is not up to me. I do not have the riches
of this world, I did not come to this world to be rich or
become someone’s bootlicker so that I may be rich. I
am just looking at the salvation of my soul and nothing
else. That is why I am saying…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa, you
have laid your foundation. I believe that when you started
talking about God, you were laying your foundation so
that you can focus on the State of the Nation Address.
Standing Order 57.1 directs you to debate the issue on
the table. So I have been listening to you, can you focus
on the debate. I beg you Honourable Member.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, it is only that I
have missed you sir. What I am saying is, the reason why
we pray when we enter Parliament … no the Nkaigwa
that I know does not believe in a read out prayer. We
must pray, we must believe that church is part of this
Parliament, we need a church in this Parliament. What
we need is that, at the commencement of Parliament
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sitting, a church of God should be invited to give us a
word of God . If we do not practice that, then we are not
on the right track. God comes before any other thing
that we can do in our country. That is the reason why
some get hurt at the words which I speak because it is
the undisputed truth.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. We are giving you some few
minutes to be in the spirit. Mr Speaker my concern
is, there are those that we are protecting and we have
tried our best but now it seems like Parliament is being
attacked. So I do not know who will protect it, is it the
Clerk or Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: Order! I am listening attentively,
if there is any attack, I will protect this Parliament.
Honourable Nkaigwa, you have laid your foundation,
now debate the issue on the table. You will preach
another day Honourable Member.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, I believe that
to me, God comes first. Before I can do anything, it is
important for me to preach the word of God the way it
is. If we cannot preach the word of God, tomorrow it
will be said that Honourable Nkaigwa was in Parliament
but the Members of Parliament do not know the word
of God. That is why I am saying, it is important to have
this word of God preached to us and we should also
understand the Bible as leadership.
Now getting to the debate Mr Speaker, I am very
disappointed to have been listening to the President of
our country, the most Honourable President addressing
us on certain issues.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Clarification.
MR NKAIGWA:… that affect our country. I was
rather expecting to hear an update on the achievements
and challenges so far by the National Vision 2016.
Moreover state what hampered achievements of the set
goals for the vision and way forward concerning those
hurdles. Now what we see is a diversion of attention
from the National Vision 2016 to the Economic
Stimulus Package (ESP), and we are totally against that,
we want him to focus more Vision 2016 and outline our
achievements together with the challenges as a nation.
I concur with the president of Umbrella for Democratic
Change, Mr Comrade Duma Boko that as a nation, we
need leaders who will account to this nation. Let us not
be thrilled by introduction a vast of fly by night programs
because it is wrong. God promised us that He will send
Jesus Christ and He did that. Now with us, we are given
promises which never get to see the light of the day.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR NKAIGWA: My friend whom I cherish, Honourable
Moyo who hails from my home village, whose office
is based in Francistown, I fail to understand why the
office is based there or Tati East is in Francistown? We
are Kalangas and I have so much hope in him. While
we were still under Botswana Democratic Party back
in 1998, we used to deny that we have corruption
whenever Botswana National Front talked about it.
And I remember that I used to be the best orator when
it comes to debates. When the Botswana National Front
talked about the North-South water carrier which was
run by a company called Owens Corning, they told us
that the company is using sub- standard materials for
the pipes and I denied those allegations because I was
very good with defending Botswana Democratic Party.
That was before His Honour the Vice President joined
the BDP, we both defended this, but I want to say that
what were actually defending was…
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Correction Mr Speaker. No, no, Mr Speaker,
it is totally incorrect to say I was not yet a BDP member
when they were on the youth league and he owes
me tents. Furthermore, I want to correct something,
Honourable Nkaigwa learnt to be a Christian and to pray
as a member of the BDP. He discovered God through the
BDP. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: When people talked about corruption
we denied the allegations. I discovered that after I got
born again when God showed me that what I actually did
was wrong. I have since discovered that when I tabled
a motion in the last sitting about water and electricity
crisis in which Honourable Butale was thrown out of
Parliament, Honourable Moyo who voted against that
motion is standing today in parliament crying about
the very same problems. We are of the opinion that as
legislators, we should try as much as we can to establish
the root cause of the water and electricity crisis instead
of fooling ourselves that all is in order. We have heard
the responsible Minister, Honourable Mokaila stating
that there will be cutting of water supply because they
want to replace the used pipes with iron ones. When the
pipes were installed at that time, we were informed that
they are quality durable pipes and I supported that. So
let me just caution you that Batswana do not forget these
things if you have been thinking that they forget. We
have spent millions and billions on projects that are not
sustainable.
Right now you are saying you are going to use money
from our foreign reserves for the ESP and spend billions
in just two years for development when Gaborone City
Council has failed to complete a mere recreational park
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in five years, come on, be serious. If it will take you five
years to complete a recreational park, how long will it
take you to complete 5000 classrooms and 4000 houses?
What is it that you are going to do differently? For over
50 years of governance, you have just discovered that
you need an ESP.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NKAIGWA: No Honourable members, let us be
serious and address the concerns of Batswana. I am very
much of the BDP frustrations, you can see as well that
the ship is sinking while the opposition is merging with
the Botswana Congress Party. God has never forsaken
us because He never does and I want to assure you that
this is from God and you better prepare yourselves.
Even if you misuse funds it does not matter, when we
take-over, we will come up with ways to resuscitate the
economy to sustain Batswana.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NKAIGWA: I want to touch on the issue pertaining
to public servants. You are busy talking about the ESP
but I have not heard anything about public servants, how
you are going to cater for them in terms of conditions of
service. Botswana public servants are the most poorly
paid employees. You should rather come up with ways of
motivating them because they earn peanuts and they hate
the ruling party for that. The government does not value
family structures, married couples are separated from
each other by work and they are placed in far different
work stations. It is very unfortunate, and we are simply
saying you need to look at the issues that challenge
public servants in a holistic approach and address them.
ESP will not serve any purpose if it does not cater for
public servants. We need to change their conditions
of service. Imagine His Honour the Vice President. A
population of only 2 million, one of the richest countries
in Africa, yet we are still in absolute poverty. We want to
build houses through the Presidential Housing Appeal,
what does the Presidential Housing Appeal do. Can we
point those individuals who have contributed towards
the building of houses through that Presidential Appeal?
When you look at the list, the majority of those people
in that list are foreigners who are owning companies in
Botswana. It is a clear indication that the economy of
this country is in the hands of foreigners. What do you
have to say about that? Where are Batswana? The little
that Batswana could be benefiting is given to the hands
of foreigners. Right now when we speak of the youth,
we speak of the members of the Botswana Democratic
Party. I will tell you who they are. Some of them were
sponsoring you during your 2014 campaigns. The reason
why the Molepolole bus rank cannot be completed is…
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, let me remind
you that you should not mention anyone who is not a
Member of this House.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. The
reason why the Molepolole bus rank is not completed
is the improper awarding of tenders. Dr Mmatli, just
recently, we were told that the tender for Molepolole
fire brigade has been awarded to someone. In my
Constituency, Gaborone North, we talk of…
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: Procedure Honourable Maele. I hope
you are not trying to cheat because earlier on you sought
for clarification but I will give you the floor since we got
a minute.
MR MAELE: On a point of procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member. I have been
listening to the Honourable Member attentively as I am
a keen listener. In as far as he was pointing a very good
picture on merging of their parties, he should not forget
what he once told me at a funeral in Shoshong, that
Modubule nearly beat him.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Maele, Order!
Honourable Maele, you are cheating. I have told you
that you cannot cheat. When you seek Procedure, you
stick to that, therefore withdraw those words since they
do not form part of the procedure.
MR MAELE: Mr Speaker, please pardon me, I
withdraw the statement. I take it that we will address it
outside the House. His driver should be there as he is the
witness to that.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was yet to
talk of corruption. In Mochudi, there is a building which
has been constructed adjacent to the road, the Botswana
Democratic Party government denied the owners of that
building the licence to operate. Since I am not allowed
to mention names in this House, during my tenure as the
Mayor, there are schools that have been built outside
the boundaries of the plots that were given and they
were not denied the occupancy permit. They are still
operational as we speak. But because the owner of the
building in Mochudi is not a member of the BDP, he
cannot have that.
In block 8, there was a civic and community plot which
was reserved for either a school or church. But that plot
has since been given to one Minister in this Mouse.
The purpose of the plot was now turned into an old age
home, but after he got it, he changed it to being a multi
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residential plot. Currently there are flats in that plot; that
is corruption and when we say these things we are said
to be talking ill of other people. I will just say them.
I was still talking about the health care. When we talk
about heath, we were promised that 24hour health
care facilities will be constructed, it is a pity, in my
constituency, there is a clinic in Tsogang, BH3 clinic,
which is said to operate 24 hours and there is another
one in block 8 which is supposed to operate during
weekends. Where is the Minister of Health? What is
the use his Honour the Vice President that we are told
that clinics will be operating 24 hours yet there are
no resource persons and the resources. Honourable
Olopeng, we have casualties because of the way you
run things, you are just making fun of the communities
that the facilities are operating 24 hours while there are
no resources furnished in these facilities. When a patient
has been consulted by a nurse, and they are supposed
to get medication, there will be no one to assist at the
dispensary. It is disheartening to get to Extension 2
clinic; there are long queues there as some of us get
medical attention there whilst you do not go there.
People will be in long queues only because they cannot
go to Princess Marina Referral Hospital without first
having to pass through Extension 2 clinic. It is sad Your
Honour the Vice President. People are dying in this
country and some of you are just happy because you are
okay and you have gained weight.
His Excellency the President of the Republic is proud
of the alcohol levy. The purpose of this levy was for
the mandate to be fulfilled, what did we do after we
collected P1.8 billion from the alcohol levy? Kgalagadi
Breweries Limited (KBL) is retrenching its staff, how
do you diversify the economy while at the same time
you fight the resources which uplift the economy?
What is important? Is it important to make P1.8 billion
which we do not account for or for KBL to employ
10 thousand youth? Which is more important, to
empower and employ more people and reduce taxation
on those people? We are not being fair on ourselves…
(Interruptions)…that is why I am saying, we do not
know where we are going.
MR SPEAKER: It is noisy Honourable Members.
MR NKAIGWA: I want to talk about Agriculture. Did
you ever visit the Glen Valley farms which are supposed
to use grey water? When the sewage system is full the
water flows to the nearby gardens, the vegetables that you
are consuming , you do not know maybe some of them
are dirty. The grey water that has been purified, flows to
their gardens. You are not responsible! What kind of a
government are you? Those people are suffering, some
of the farms have been closed down yet you continue
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to say that you are going to promote Agriculture. What
kind of Agriculture are you referring to when you have
failed to manage the Glen Valley farms? You need to
wake up and see what happens there. Those people need
your urgent attention.
I am concerned. When I talk, people will be saying,
“Hanskins was once a Mayor of Gaborone”, yes, duly
appointed by God to lead Gaborone city council and
duly appointed by God to be a Member of Parliament.
The Informal Sector- we have vendors who sell, icepops and cool time, but when they do that they are
apprehended by the Bye-Law officers and the Police
Officers. How do we empower the informal sector?
When I was still at the Gaborone Council I came up
with an Informal Sector Bye-Law which even up to now
Honourable Slumber Tsogwane is failing to approve,
because he is not even concerned about the livelihoods
of the informal sector. If you were really concerned
that those people are suffering, you could have long
approved it. The only way they can have an income is
for them to sell those Cool Times, bananas, apples and
fat cakes. How should they sustain themselves?
You have failed just to approve the Bye-Law. This is
why I am saying, you cannot fail to correct these things
and then claim that you want to take Batswana forward,
where are you taking them? If you still allow Choppies
to sell fatcakes and chips, what will the constituents
sell? For Botswana Democratic Party, when there is
a Choppies supermarket opening in an area, it is an
achievement…
MR MARKUS: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I have
been listening to Honourable Nkaigwa saying children
in South Africa are allowed to sell ice pops in the robots,
that is true. However, they are currently in the process
of stopping that because they have realised that, a lot of
crime happens at the robots. So, he should not continue
saying they are doing that.
MR SPEAKER: Yes, but that is not a point of Order
Honourable Member. You could have said correction
because it seems like he does not know that information
yet.
MR NKAIGWA: My intention was to talk about the
national issues but I will do so tomorrow. Going to the
last issue, Mr Speaker, It is so heart breaking that we are
a very rich our country and yet we live in abject poverty.
If you could search here to find out how many of us
have money, you will find only a few . Maybe those on
the other side of the isle are the ones who have money.
We are purported to be a rich country that has diamonds
and everything but we do not have money. We should
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be ashamed of ourselves. Are we supposed to be a rich
country whose people are poor? The public servants
also need the poverty eradication projects; almost every
Motswana needs this programme, even Honourable
Slumber Tsogwane. You are going to lose elections
tomorrow, so you are a destitute in this country.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa, you
are left with 11 minutes 50 seconds, you will continue
tomorrow.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, while still in the spirit, I do beg that this House
do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Thursday 12 November, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.
		`
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