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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2.00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Honourable Members, this morning there was a byelection to fill the vacancy of a Specially Elected
Member of Parliament, and Mr Eric Mothibi Molale
was duly elected. We shall therefore proceed to swear
the Member. I shall ask the Government and Opposition
Whips to usher in the Member so he can be sworn in.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker we were not pleased with the by- election that
took place in the morning and we did not participate
because we felt it was fraudulent. Therefore, I was
wondering Madam Speaker whether it would be fair to
us to go and take someone whom we do not believe is
supposed to be in Parliament?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi you are
the party Whip, you and I work together, so you are
supposed to go and take the Honourable Member who
was elected this morning. Honourable Mmolotsi, please
do your job.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
Honourable Eric Mothibi Molale took an oath of
allegiance.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Applause!
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members,
I welcome the newly Specially Elected Member of
Parliament.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Applause!
MR MANGOLE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker, can you kindly bring us into perspective so
that we appreciate if this is a fair procedure. When the
President delivered his State of the Nation Address here,
Botswana Television was here to record him. When the
Leader of Opposition responded, Botswana Television
was not there. We are now swearing in an ordinary
Member of Parliament, Botswana Television is covering
the event; why should that be? Why the discrimination?
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mangole,
when we were swearing in Kgosi Lotlaamoreng, Btv

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
covered the event together with other Media Houses. So
I think it would be best to compare those two.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.
MADAM SPEAKER: No they came for coverage
specifically for that event because I asked them to.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: That will be the last one.
Honourable Members, it is question time.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Speaker, this morning I
was denied an opportunity to confirm to this Honourable
House. I was denied the opportunity to set the record
straight that Dumelang Saleshando has not consented
that he be nominated for Specially Elected Member
of Parliament. Madam Speaker, the Parliamentary
Counsel has said that the Constitution was silent on
whether consent should be sought. My question is, if the
Constitution is silent, what does the rules of this House
say? If the Constitution is silent on whether consent
should be sought from a nominee, what then should
happen? Should the rules of the House of Commons not
apply, or tradition as established by the Electoral Laws
of this country?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, you
are out of order, it is question time

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
PAYMENT OF MONEY TO MMEA VILLAGE
FOOTBALL AND NETBALL TEAMS
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture if he is aware
that Mmea village football and netball teams are owed
Constituency Tournament prize money since 2012; if
so:(i) how much money is owed to each team mentioned
above and when will they be paid;
(ii) why were they not paid on time and which office
is responsible for paying these teams; and
(iii) which cycles were these teams not paid for and
why.
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Madam Speaker, I am aware that
two teams from Mmea village, namely Mmea Netball
team and White Stuff Football team had outstanding
payments as Constituency Sport Tournament Prize
money.
Hansard No 181

5

Thursday 12th November, 2015
(i) Mmea Netball Team was owed P2 600.00, while
White Stuff Football team was owed P4 600.00.
Both teams were paid on the 22nd October 2015.
(ii) The teams were not paid on time because some
vital documents such as sureties were misplaced
at Shashe West Constituency office which was
the area of jurisdiction for both teams before
delimitation. The documents were supposed to
be forwarded to Tutume District Administrative
office to enable processing of payments after
confirmation with the Department of Sport &
Recreation office.
(iii) Both teams were owed prize money for cycles
12 & 13 for the 2012/13 financial year and the
reasons are as stated in part (ii).
I thank you Madam Speaker
CHALLENGES FACED BY ON CAMPUS
STUDENTS AT BOTSWANA COLLEGE OF
AGRICULTURE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Agriculture what is being done to
address the following challenges faced by on campus
students at Botswana College of Agriculture:(i) unclean and dysfunctional toilets;
(ii) dysfunctional geysers;
(iii) lack of bedding as some students sleep on
mattresses with no beds;
(iv) unclean blocks;
(v) dysfunctional streets lights; and
(vi) lack of power at the old refectory.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR
AUTLWETSE): Madam Speaker, toilets that were
dysfunctional are now in working order. Management
and the Students Representatives have committed to
addressing the students to desist from throwing pieces
of soap and wrapping paper into the drainage channels
in the ablution area.
One geyser that has been giving maintenance challenges
by continually blowing the heating element has been
repaired and all the geysers are now in good working
order.
Presently no student sleeps on mattresses on the floor
as beds have been supplied. Blocked drainage channels
have been attended to. Street lights are all in good
working order, there is no power at the old refectory
and it has always been available. However the power is
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switched off because the old refectory was not been used
by the catering company. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister for your
answers. I want to appreciate why you took so long
to attend to all these maintenance works? Why did you
have to wait for the students to go on strike before you
can attend to all these issues which I believe they are
routine maintenance?
I also want to appreciate Honourable Minister, that are
you aware that even the lecture rooms at BCA, the chairs
are very old and broken and hence some of the students
have to sit on tables during learning? Also are you aware
that the answers that you are giving me, some of the
maintenance works have not been undertaken even up
to now? The drains are still blocked and the showers are
still not functioning.
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, there was no
question relating to the showers and therefore I had no
reason to answer that one.
MR NKAIGWA: Further supplementary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He did not finish.
MR AUTLWETSE: I responded, what more do you
want? The other part of the question Madam Speaker,
he wanted to know the reason why it took so long to
attend. That is due to the cyclic maintenance, orders
were issued and we were waiting for the maintenance
company to go and attend to the problem.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary. Would the
Minister be so kind as to inform this Honourable House
when those facilities were actually renovated or when
those repairs were done?
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, I do not have the
exact date, all what I know is that all those defects have
been attended to.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, was the
maintenance work done because of either a question
being asked or a strike by students. If that is the case
Honourable Minister, do you not see the need for things
to be attended to on time, when there are no conflicts?
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, it is rather
difficult for me to answer the question which is actually
based on the assumption that, all those defects were
attended to because students were on strike. I clearly
indicated that the maintenance order was…
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
it is just unfortunate that an Honourable Minister of
Agriculture can come and mislead this House on an
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issue that I am holding factual information on that, the
actual maintenance works that he is referring to were
actually done after students went on strike. So he should
not mislead this House.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, let us move on.
CONSIDERATION OF A POLICE POST IN
KANYE BUSINESS AREA
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security if he is aware
that the business area in Kanye that includes Rural
Administration Centre, an assortment of commercial
units, the Post Office and the bus/taxi rank attracts large
crowds and has become very attractive to criminals; if
so:(i) will he consider a Police Post as a matter of
urgency to give the Kanye Police a permanent
visible presence in the area; and
(ii) alternatively, he should state steps he will consider
adequate to maintain the level of surveillance that
will free the area of criminal elements.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. The business area in Kanye that includes the
Rural Administration Centre and other commercial
units is currently covered by Kanye Police Station
which is in close proximity. The current resources
provided at the Police Station are considered sufficient
for now to sustain police visibility and surveillance at
the Kanye bus rank and taxi ranks. In addition police
volunteers and community policing activists do provide
commendable support to the police.
Madam Speaker, I wish to reiterate my appeal to the
business community that they should consider security,
including CCTVs as part of business development so
as to deter crime. This will also help in complementing
surveillance efforts by the Botswana Police service.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you. I will skip
Honourable Lelatisitswe, he is not well, or he is fine? So
why did you write me a note saying you are not well?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
EXPANSION PHASE AT MAKGADIKGADI
JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL IN MOSU
VILLAGE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development to apprise
this Honourable House on the situation at Makgadikgadi

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
Junior Secondary School in Mosu Village in regard to
the latest expansion phase.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Lelatisitswe, I still
want to know why you wrote this note. Did you not
write here saying you are not feeling well?
MR LELATISITSWE: Yes Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: You said you had some
operation and therefore Honourable Kwerepe will take
your questions. Let us stop playing, is that clear?
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Makgadikgadi
Junior Secondary Schools facilities were expanded
in the 2011/2012 financial year and the project was
officially completed during the financial year 2012/2013
and the project covered expansion of academic facilities,
students’ hostels and staff houses which lifted the
school’s design to 15 streams and it is currently running
as a 15 stream school. I thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank Minister for the answer.
I wanted to ask the Minister if he is aware that there is
no cold room because that is a boarding school? They
do not have where to put their perishables.
There is no electricity in the hostels. Everything is not
working currently in toilets as we speak in the new
expansion phase that I am talking about.
MR GOYA: Madam Speaker, I am not aware of this
because I have not been to the school and this information
has not been provided to me but I will investigate and do
the necessary Madam Speaker. Thank you.
LACK OF VETERINARY OFFICER AT MOGAPI
VILLAGE
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Agriculture if he is aware that Mogapi
village has not had a Veterinary Officer for some
months; if so, when will the village be assisted with a
full time Veterinary Officer.
…Silence...
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, why are
you looking at each other?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (RALOTSIA): Let
me take this one Madam Speaker, I am very sorry for
the delay.
Madam Speaker, I am aware that Mogapi village has
not had a veterinary officer for some months because
Hansard No 181
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the officer went on training and was subsequently
transferred. However, an arrangement was made for the
village to be assisted by officers from Maokatumo and
Maunatlala villages. A Veterinary Officer on full time
basis will be posted to Mogapi village by the end of
January 2013. I thank you very much Madam Speaker.
MR MZWINILA: Honourable Minister, you said “by
the end of January 2013.” I did not hear properly Sir.
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you again Madam Speaker.
No, I said 2016.
MR MANGOLE: Minister, since it is common that
when an officer goes for transfer the replacement gets
delayed, is there no arrangement that the immediate
person could act for the post. This problem is not only
in Mogapi it is country-wide.
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. Honourable Member, there is an arrangement
however, we should bear in mind that people go
on transfers for different reasons and sometimes
at an unexpected time, and when that happens no
arrangements are made. That is one of the things that
make it seem as if there was no planning. The other
thing is that, some people refuse to be transferred and
that also delays the process Honourable Member. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
STATUS OF WATER IN MMATSHUMO
VILLAGE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources to
apprise this Honourable House on the status of water
for consumption in Mmatshumo village, in particular:(i) the saline water grade as per the standards of the
Botswana Bureau of Standards and when the
water was last taken for testing;
(ii) if it is true that the water causes the user’s teeth to
turn brown;
(iii) if the water is safe for children under five (5) years
and pregnant mothers; and
(iv) water expansion to new phases.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): I
thank you Madam Speaker. The amount of water in
Mmatshumo falls within the range that was provided by
Botswana Bureau of Standards and we inspect it every
quarter. Today I was looking at the last tests we did in
October. It is true that this water can make people’s
teeth to be reddish in colour considering the amount of
fluorides in it.
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However, the water is safe for human consumption. What
are our plans in this area? Currently our concentration is
on the villages of Mukubilo, Mmea, Matsitama, Mosu,
Lephashe and Kutamogoree , as soon as we finish with
them we will consider his proposal. I thank you.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, We wanted the Minister to tell us the other
effects that the fluoride content could have on the
human body besides colouring of teeth. Is there any
other possibility that this fluoride could affect the people
who use this water? Moreover, can the Minister confirm
that this water will not in anyway be hazardous to the
people? Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOKAILA: I cannot confirm Madam Speaker but
what I can say is that, the class 2 water is not meant to for
human consumption for prolonged periods, generally a
year. Our intention is to neutralise this water as soon as
possible. Thank you.
MR NTLHAILE: Madam Speaker, I wanted the
Minister to clarify because as it has been explained that
this water should be used for a period not exceeding a
year, what measures have they taken as a Ministry to
expeditiously attend to this water issue and how long is
that going to take?
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker I am not able to give
an answer because the truth of the matter is that, the
water in the boreholes that have been handed over to
Water Utilities were tested and we realised that there
are some areas that we must concentrate on. The issue
of fluorides is not currently one of those, there are other
things such as conductivity, we have got nitrates, we
have got all sorts of things that are very dangerous. Our
priority is on those because we are controlled by the
budget. Thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Speaker, I realised that
the Minister seemed not sure but he stated that the
fluorides content could cause the teeth to turn reddish.
So my question to the Minister is, what is it that you
have discovered in the area where this water is being
consumed?
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, I can make an
assurance that those symptoms are not yet visible but for
areas such a Mogoditshane it has always been a wellknown fact that the symptoms are there, if you look at
Mogoditshane residents, you will see. One resident is
here we can check his teeth.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order, Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: What point of order?
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MR KGOROBA: Point of order. He is imputing
improper motives on Mogoditshane residents. He must
retract what he said.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba.
MR KGOROBA: Allow me to raise my point of order
Madam Speaker...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, stand up. You are out of
order. What is wrong with you?
MR KGOROBA: You did not allow me Madam
Speaker. Honourable Mokaila is making rude statements
about Mogoditshane residents, saying that water has
turned their teeth red; it is nothing to make fun about. I
want him to retract that statement.
MADAM SPEAKER: I have so much respect for
Mogoditshane residents so you cannot go around saying
that their teeth are red.
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker the question was,
have we observed any symptoms. I was simply giving
an example that the water at Mogoditshane contains too
much fluoride, however we rectified that error. I was not
making fun of anybody; it was just a simple example that
it can be evidenced by observing their teeth. However,
in that area there are no symptoms. Thank you.
OVERCROWDING AT SEFHOPHE JUNIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development if she is
aware of the severe overcrowding at Sefhophe Junior
Secondary School which is adversely affecting teaching
effectiveness; if so, when will additional classroom
blocks and staff accommodation be built at the school.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I am aware that
Sefhophe Junior Secondary School is experiencing a
challenge of overcrowding. The school was initially
designed as a 12 stream school and has since absorbed
students to run as a 14 stream school. This growth
Madam Speaker, however, was not accompanied by
a provision of additional classrooms to cater for the
excess population and this situation affects teaching
and learning. My Ministry intends to build additional
facilities under the current Economic Stimulus
Programme during financial year 2016/2017. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
ENVIRONMENT OF GRADUATES IN THE
INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture:(i) how many graduates are currently enrolled under
the Internship Programme;
(ii) how many graduates are on the waiting list;
(iii) how many graduates on the Internship Programme
were absorbed into permanent jobs in the years
2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 to date.
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, the number of graduates currently
enrolled under the Internship Programme is 5281. The
number of those in waiting list stood at 6770 as at 31st
October 2015. The number of Interns who have been
absorbed into permanent jobs are as follows:
• 1,394 for Financial Year 2014/15.
• 337 as at 30th September 2015 for financial year
2015/16.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry started tracking
employment of Interns during the financial year 2014/15
when the department was transferred to the Ministry,
hence figures for 2012 and 2013 are not provided.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I would like to ask whether
his response is in order because I do not think even if this
programme was transferred to them it would destroy
the records. Was it not proper for the Minister to ask
for the records and come and respond to this question
comprehensively?
MADAM SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. You
could have just sought supplementary.
MR OLOPENG: Madam Speaker I was unable to
collect the records from the Department of Home Affairs
which was responsible for this programme before it was
transferred to my Ministry. If my colleague wants them
that badly I can still go and find those records for the
previous years. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Not because he wants them that
badly, the reason should be to address the question asked
and when they are transferred, all the information is also
transferred. I am sorry; I know that I am not supposed to
answer questions.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Minister. Do you have any plans
to address those that have not been absorbed into
permanent employment?
Hansard No 181
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MR OLOPENG: Madam Speaker, absorption into
permanent employment is determined on availability
of vacancies from different departments, government
and private sector. So, I cannot really stand here and
assure Honourable Member that indeed we are definite
that on such and such a time we will be able to absorb
all of them into permanent employment. We are trying
hard together with Department of Public Service
Management to make sure that anytime when there is
availability of vacancies, they have to give priority to
these young people; those who have gone through the
Internship Programme. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KGOROBA: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Minister, did your party not assert that the
Stimulus Package is going to create jobs; do you not see
any plan in that package that will create jobs for this
5000 plus?
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, indeed the ESP will create jobs and we will
keep on assisting these young people on directing
them on where these opportunities are. We will make
sure that from my Ministry, we would lead the pack
and make sure that we advise them accordingly for job
opportunities availed by the ESP or implementation of
ESP. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister, are you aware that in
some youth offices or in some offices where these kids
are supposed to apply for internship, they have been
returned by the officers because they were told that
this particular programme is no longer admitting new
intakes? And further are you aware Minister that they
have been redirected to Tirelo Setshaba?
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, the last part of the question I am not aware that
they have been redirected to Tirelo Setshaba but what I
am aware of is that yes, there could be some who have
been returned because of lack of vacancies. We had a
threshold of 6 000 per year. So, there are times where we
reach the ceiling and when we have reached the ceiling,
there is no way that we could actually take more than
what we could because of the budgetary constraints. I
thank you Madam Speaker.

people waiting to be assessed, trained or supplied;
if so,
(ii) what will the Minister do to ensure that prospective
beneficiaries assessed and trained in 2012, 2013,
2014 and 2015 have all been supplied before the
end of the Financial Year 2015/2016.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Madam Speaker,
good afternoon. Let me start by welcoming Honourable
Molale to this House. I wish to confirm Madam Speaker
that I have repeatedly made calls for the assessment,
training and supply of packages to be expedited across
all districts. In August 2014, a Ministerial Task Force
was sent out to address meetings to confirm the status of
the Poverty Eradication Projects.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry has imposed moratorium
on new assessments to allow the office to fully focus on
clearing incomplete projects and training of outstanding
beneficiaries dating back to 2012. Regrettably
Madam Speaker, mobilisation has continued after the
suspension in certain districts and sub-districts. I have
since communicated this issue to both districts and
sub- districts that the moratorium should be observed
without failure. Madam Speaker, my ministry has
intensified efforts to clear the backlog. Fourteen District
Coordinators have been appointed to directly ensure that
assessed beneficiaries are supplied with packages and are
trained before the end of the financial year. Furthermore
Madam Speaker, my Ministry has made a decision to
outsource training of beneficiaries. Measures are also
being put in place to further decentralise procurement.
Madam Speaker, in view of the delays in the procurement
process, the Ministry has engaged relevant stakeholders
to find ways of reducing the turnaround time. Madam
Speaker, it is my hope that these interventions should
help clear the backlog and allow us to move forward to
deal with the newly assessed beneficiaries. I thank you
Madam Speaker.

MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked
the Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public
Administration:-

MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I would like to ask the Minister whether he
had already communicated with other Ministries when
they set the December deadline. I am saying this because
the public service encounter challenges of resources
like transport to execute this duty. So, I would like the
Minister to confirm that indeed the job will be done by
December.

(i) if he is aware that in spite of his repeated calls
for the assessment, training and distribution
to be expedited under the Poverty Eradication
Programme, the Southern District still has many

MR MAKGALEMELE: I would like to indicate that I
said by the end of this financial year. I want to confirm to
the Honourable Member that we did communicate and
currently we are consulting districts and sub-districts.
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This is what I have been personally doing and I believe
thorough consultations have been done. Honourable
Member, you may be aware that, we have a Cabinet
sub-committee headed by Honourable Molale and it is
through this committee that this has been communicated
to different ministries as to when the backlog should be
cleared. Therefore, I am hopeful Madam Speaker that
the backlog will be dealt with.
MR NKAIGWA: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Last one.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. I would
like to understand something Honourable Minister
in terms of the funding threshold, do individuals still
qualify to be given a maximum of P10 000 only or can
the funding be above that looking at the magnitude and
size of the projects that they want to undertake?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Even though that was not part
of the initial question, I will answer out of my humility
Madam Speaker. The threshold has been P15 000 per
project and not P10 000 like he is saying. We have a
provision for syndicates or corporations to be given
more than that. Like you know, a corporation should
have 10 members. It means that if there are 10 members,
they can be given an amount enough to cover what they
want to kick start the project.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO: 55 OF 2013:
REGULATION OF MINIMUM WAGES ORDER,
2013.
(Minister of Labour and Home Affairs)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO: 66 OF 2013:
FACTORIES (EXEMPTION OF BOTSWANA
POWER CORPORATION MORUPULE B
POWER STATION UNIT 3) ORDER, 2013.
(Minister of Labour and Home Affairs)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO: 60 OF 2014:
REGULATION OF MINIMUM WAGES ORDER,
2014.
(Minister of Labour and Home Affairs)
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MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Members. Honourable Members, the debate on this
motion is resuming. When the House adjourned
yesterday, Honourable Nkaigwa was on the floor and he
was left with 11 minutes 15 seconds.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): I thank
you Madam Speaker. I was already concluding and
indicating that I am hurt that our people in Botswana
are working under unfavourable conditions and when
you take Honourable Batshu`s ministry, it is not doing
enough routine inspections in companies to see how
workers are treated. You will find that people are
working under unpleasant conditions and it is very sad
in my constituency which is an area that is currently
under development. There are many foreign owned
companies that are ill-treating Batswana. There are
security companies as well as construction companies
in my constituency where there are complaints of ill
treatment. It is quite disheartening to see businesses
listed in the daily news donating houses underpaying
their employees. On the other hand when you consider
the salaries of the managers you will find that they earn
large amounts of money. The salaries of the employees
are just good enough for paying rent at the end of the
month. I believe that when we talk of the Economic
Stimulus Package (ESP) we should consider such
Batswana because they live in unfavourable conditions.
When you consider the land allocation situation in
Gaborone we are talking about people who long applied
for land in 1989 that is according to the waiting list. By
the time that person gets a plot they will no longer be
eligible to get a loan at the bank because a long time
has elapsed since they applied. People should be given
land at their prime age, when they are even younger than
me. I am also old now and I also believe that even you
Honourable Minister there is no bank which can finance
you at this age because your age does not permit. This
is why I am saying, we have to allocate people land
whilst they are still able to access money so that they
can develop it. I am disappointed that the Ministers
of Agriculture are not present because I wanted to
talk about the deplorable conditions that the Botswana
College of Agriculture (BCA) support staff live in. For
over 20 years they have been allocated one roomed
houses to stay. Can u imagine a whole family staying
together in a room? You eat, sleep and bath in that room
yet you are said to be an employee of the government of
Botswana, a government that declares itself wealthy. If
your ESP is anything to go by, it should indeed be seen
to be developing the lives of Batswana.
I want to discuss the water situation. When you get to my
constituency you would be reminded of rural areas in the
north east region that have long been left undeveloped.
Hansard No 181
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If I can give you an example, the Tshesebe-Masunga
road has long been untarred and there have been
requests to have it tarred but up to now if you can ask
the Botswana Democratic Party members(BDP) they
would fail to answer you. In Gaborone North people
still relieve themselves in the bushes because there is no
water. They get water from the stand pipes and yet we
keep saying that Botswana is moving forward, how can
we say that when people still get water from a standpipe
in the capital city? It is very unfortunate. When we talk
of Gaborone north we talk of a place where we have
compromised the environment. A sewer system has
been built but it does not work because there is no water.
The BDP government is refusing to give the Gaborone
north residents water. If you can see the Gaborone north
roads you would not be blamed for thinking that we are
still at the rural areas where there a no developments
and yet we are talking about an area near Phakalane.
Please look into these things.
We are talking about developing this country. When
you get into the capital city and you go to the Self-help
Housing Areas (SHHA) you will find that the internal
roads are still not tarred. The storm water drainage
master plan has still not been implemented Honourable
Minister. Which Botswana do you keep saying you
are moving forward if the capital city can be in such
a condition? If you can pay attention to where you
stay Honourable Minister, the road to Phakalane is
always congested and that is because there is only one
way to leave Gaborone in that A1 road. This will have
you wondering what the thinking behind that was. We
have long suggested an access road from Glen valley
to Phakalane that could probably help with the traffic
congestion from Glen valley to Phakalane. If you could
heed my advice that could really help Honourable
Minister. It is very sad because we have what was
initially planned to a western by-pass Honourable
Minister of Transport and Communications. It is no
longer a by-pass because Gaborone has grown and it
no longer applies. This is why I am saying, we should
upgrade our roads so that we can protect the standards
of the city and also ensure that we reduce the number of
accidents that occur. Madam Speaker when I was still
the city Mayor we were promised that the Game city
interchanges…
MR MARKUS: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker the clock has long stopped…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes it does not work and they
are trying to fix it but I know how long he has spoken
for.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is left with one
minute.
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MADAM SPEAKER: No, he is left with four minutes,
please continue.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker, I was
still saying that we were promised that the Botswana
Television (Btv), Game City and Block 9 interchanges
will be demolished and be replaced by traffic lights. We
are still waiting for that even today Madam Speaker.
If you consider the number of accidents that occur on
these roads you will see that they are very high. A lot of
people have lost their lives on the Mogoditshane road
near Molapo crossing. Since traffic lights were installed
at the Gaborone- Mogoditshane intersection I have
never seen them work. The same applies to the ones
on the Gaborone-Tlokweng road. This will make you
wonder if this government can manage Billions when it
cannot manage to keep traffic lights working, it is just
unfortunate.
I have said it before that if you take 5 years to build
a park then you cannot manage to take P11 billion to
build classrooms and teachers’ quarters. It made me
wonder where the BDP government is going to get the
capacity to carry that out. This is why I agree with my
party President Comrade Duma Boko when he says that
this is just a scheme by the BDP to enrich themselves
and their friends…
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
On a point of order. Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I do not consider it to be in order for the
Honourable Member to be saying not once has he …
(Interruptions) … traffic lights working. He says not on
a single day, it is untrue and therefore not in order.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, but…
MADAM SPEAKER: I thought he said he has never
seen them work or maybe I did not hear him. However
I heard where he said, how can it be possible to do
what is intended to be done if they fail to install traffic
lights? That is what I heard unless I maybe have missed
something.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, it is very worrying
that people have no problem with the situation that we
are in, in Botswana. Earlier I wanted to tell you that there
are people who sleep in a one roomed house where you
want to build a university. Woman, man and children
sleep in a one room. How can one have a family if they
sleep with the wife and children? Can you live like that?
Can you be happy under such a set up? That is why I
am saying, if you cannot respect family bearing in mind
that for a family to succeed, this is how we should live,
what will our children learn from us when we live in
such congestion?
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NKAIGWA: If you want people to have dignity, as
one of your D’s speak of dignity of which the President
said it is no longer dignity but disaster when they are all
combined. I also believe that it is so because the situation
we see on the ground caused by the government of
Botswana Democratic Party (Domkrag) is not pleasing
at all.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, if you go to
Ledumang, Marang, hey! You will find people seated
under trees because of unemployment yet BDP goes
around boasting that they create employment. It took
them 50 years to try to create employment. It is also
only now that they try to find out what opposition
parties were talking about and then they think they
can implement it in a period of four years, they will
not make it. Though you may squander our money in
foreign reserves, I am telling you, we have the expertise,
we have the skills and we have people who will be
able to generate revenues for this country. Let me also
reiterate President Boko, my President of the Umbrella
for Democratic Change and say ‘all will be punished for
their sins’, he was telling the truth because if you are
called home by God Slumber Tsogwane, you cannot say
Mr Haskins go because you were better than me. You
will be alone when God punishes you for the sin you
committed on earth. I told you yesterday that if you told
yourselves that you have come into this earth to enrich
yourselves…
MADAM SPEAKER: Time up.
MR ARONE (OKAVANGO): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Let me also take this opportunity to make
reflections on the State of the Nation Address as delivered
by His Excellency the President of this Republic. To
start Madam Speaker, let me also join Comrade Duma
Boko in welcoming and congratulating…
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Point of order. Madam Speaker, I was saying
it seems like you have cheated Honourable Arone as
leader of…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I told them, it is one hour,
they are correcting that.
MR MAELE: Oh, okay.
MR ARONE: Thank you for your support Comrade
Prince Maele. In welcoming and congratulating
the Member of Parliament for Goodhope-Mabule
Constituency, let me also though I was not part of
the process this morning, I have got no choice but to
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welcome back a man who had made history in this
country. For the first time in the history of this country,
it has been proved that there are some people who are
bigger than even the Constitution of this land. Welcome
back Comrade Eric Molale! We missed you in the few
months that you have not been around. Thank you to the
process that has brought you back.
Madam Speaker, I am happy this afternoon to respond
simply because the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC) and the Botswana Congress Party (BCP) are on
the verge of completing our negotiations. That alone is
something that personally I have struggled for and I am
happy that time has come that the opposition parties in
this country should be united and face the BDP. I know
those of us who go to church on the other side are busy
praying to make sure that this arrangement does not
take place. Those who believe in traditional doctors are
busy consulting their doctors. I want to invite Madam
Speaker, Members on the other side, mostly from the
backbench on the BDP side who know that they are
on marginal constituencies. Please do not waste time
because you have got no chance in 2019, the BDP will
only remain in the Central District. If you look at the
Honourable Members like the Chief Whip in the BDP,
Honourable Kablay, please we have got a place for you
this side, Honourable Ngaka Ngaka as you are sitting
next to each other, yours are marginals, Honourable
Moipisi, we have got a place for you here please do not
waste any time. The likes of Honourable Tsogwane have
a reason to sit there, whether everything is working or is
not working because they are defending their ministerial
positions…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR ARONE: So please come on the other side as we
are preparing to take Government…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Member, before you go any further, read Standing Order
57.1.
MR ARONE: I am still laying the foundation.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, your founding statements
are bordering on being out of order. Lay your foundation
accordingly and be relevant.
MR ARONE: In this speech Madam Speaker, there is
an Article where the President speaks about democracy
and governance. I do not think I will be out of order
when I speak about the change of government. How I
am irrelevant Madam Speaker, but with due respect, I
was still laying the foundation Madam Speaker, just by
inviting my colleagues so that they are not caught by
surprise.
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Anyway, Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to respond
to the State of the Nation Address, as presented by
the President. In essence, it is fair to conclude that the
key message to the nation is that all is well. When you
interpret the whole speech, it tends to paint that all is
well in this country. Save for the announcement of the
ESP, there were no key pronouncements on matters of
policy, generally to reflect on the challenges facing this
country and on the deliverable part of it. The address
therefore qualifies as business as usual address. I have
a file of all these speeches that have been presented
to this House, there is nothing much and Honourable
Markus will agree with me, for people in Ngamiland,
there is nothing to celebrate from this speech because
you know our devil is the Foot and Mouth Disease that
has crippled our beef industry but nothing has been
mentioned in this speech. So, there is nothing for us to
take home Comrade, honestly speaking.
Two days after the address, the nation cannot claim to
have a sense of new direction being taken on key issues
of national concern. That is why less than 48 hours after
the address, most of the media houses had no coverage
of the speech, it shows that it is business as usual. It may
indeed be the view of the BDP that there are no major
issues that require new thinking by the leadership. If this
is the understanding on the part of the BDP, it makes
sense for the President to focus on the sort of issues that
he raised such as the number of backyard gardens and
I want to discuss the issue of backyard gardens in the
presence of His Honour the Vice President, because this
is one of the project that he coordinated and the project
that made him the Vice President. If a man cannot
coordinate a garden and be given a responsibility to
chair a Council for Authorities to try and bring about
job creation, then we have got a problem in this country.
He talked about the number of gardens that should be
in operation, but to date Madam Speaker, what is on the
ground is that there are no gardens countrywide that are
in operation. He talked about the growth in numbers of
Ipelegeng workers, that alone Madam Speaker is a sign
that the Botswana Democratic Party government (BDP)
has failed to create jobs, and it is a sign that contrary to
statistics which point to the fact that poverty is going
down, it is not true because the number of Ipelegeng
workers going up shows a sign of problem in our
economy Madam Speaker.
There are no major issues that concern Batswana. If
there are no major issues that concern Batswana, I am
content that there are key issues that trouble Batswana
which the President has ignored or simply crossed as if
there were no issues. The President has clearly missed
the opportunity to address the issues that concern
Batswana more especially the in-depth report on
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progress to achieve the Vision 2016 Pillars. Why is the
speech silent on Vision 2016? It is so surprising.
Next year is 2016 and the title of the Blue Print the
Vision 2016 is that ‘Prosperity for all.’ We have expected
the President to tell the nation what his government has
done on the pillars of Vision 2016. We are not interested
in talking about the new Vision when we cannot be
updated on the old Vision. One is left with no option
Madam Speaker.
The Address chose not to mention anything of Blue
Print which used to be flagship of the BDP government.
One is left with no choice but to assume that the BDP
leadership is ashamed of mentioning Vision 2016 Blue
Print message of Prosperity for all by 2016.
Let me just challenge every Honourable Member in
this House. Honourable Deputy Speaker, think about
Gaborone South, with the tag ‘Prosperity for all,’ what
did your government achieve? Think about Mopipi and
Motopi areas; the areas which are always covered by
dust. The environment, salting water, no employment,
nothing and we talk of Prosperity for all by 2016. Where
are we? The speech failed to include all these issues.
Let us think about Kgalagadi, Honourable Moipisi;
the poor results. I have been looking at the results in
the most every peripheral constituency in this country
including your constituency Honourable Member. It is
disastrous and you know that. You have the audacity
to go in front of your people and say Prosperity for all
in the year 2016. Surely we are not taking this nation
seriously Madam Speaker.
The BDP leadership should face the nation and be brave
enough to say that they have failed this nation. We better
maybe change the message Madam Speaker, instead of
Prosperity for all, we then change it to Disaster for all. I
have got no hope at all. I have seen my people suffering.
They were better off during Masire era and Mogae era
because we were able to sell our cattle to BMC. The
past five years Madam Speaker has been disastrous for
us hence the number two tag after Honourable Moipisi’s
Kgalagardi number one in terms of poverty numbers
followed by Ngamiland Region.
We are a nation that is not at peace with itself. We may
have heard the most impressive growth rates of our
economy in the past years; we may still have sufficient
revenues to announce balance budgets and good
reserves. Even if the diamond industry was to recover
fully, the reality is that our mineral wealth has not had
the direct and profound impact on the lives of many.
Some of the social economic challenges faced by the
majority of our citizens have always been with us even
at the times when we recorded some of the highest rates
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of economic growth. The world recession should not be
used as a scape goat for the high level of poverty for
ours has always been a model of economic exclusion as
opposed to inclusion.
The President has this to say when under scoring the
importance of agriculture; here Madam Speaker, allow
me to quote from the address of our first President of
this Republic His Excellency Seretse Khama. In his
address, yes I am not ashamed with associating myself
with the progressive leader, because under his time he
was very progressive. Even if you read the address that
he single headedly wrote you could see that the man was
a visionary leader.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Inaudible)…
MR ARONE: I was not born by then, I have read and
I continue to read. Can I quote Madam Speaker, when
the former President underscores the importance of
Agriculture and plays down the belief that mineral
mining can bring about jobs.
MADAM SPEAKER: Exactly what are you quoting?
MR ARONE: The State of the Nation Address Madam
of 1968, page 3, paragraph 12.
MADAM SPEAKER: You quote.
MR ARONE: Thank you Madam Speaker. He had this
to say, “Agriculture and cattle are going to remain the
principal support of Botswana for as far into the future
as we can see. Mining development when it comes
will provide more opportunities for employment but
not work for every Motswana”. A visionary man in the
1960s’ been able to know that you cannot develop a
country based only on minerals. Even those who have
been asking where I was by then are very much aware.
You are aware that agriculture was a number one earner
in this country. We have relegated it down when people
discovered the minerals, they forgot about developing
the agricultural and the cattle industry.
Madam Speaker, it must be understood that high GDP
growth rate do not automatically lead to a prosperous
nation. As in the case of Botswana, growth that does
not deliver jobs for the season and can never deliver a
nation that leaves in harmony and peace. As those in the
corporate world know, it is not a high turnover and level
of profitability that we deliver a happy workforce. As
a nation, we need to take this opportunity to introspect
and assess to see if the image that we have a pleasing or
depressing one?
I have been to most of the constituency around this
country Madam Speaker. Is the image we see of our
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citizen, of those people who vote for us a pleasing
or a depressing one? The answer is obvious. I do not
know what Honourable Maele will say, but I know
his constituency, he would send me a message if the
picture you see in your constituency is a depressing or
a pleasing one. Automatically Madam Speaker, we are
not a happy nation at all.
We need to ask ourselves why we rank so low, and
whether the 2015 State of Nation Address present
answers that will catapult Botswana into a higher
ranking country in the future. Madam Speaker, you
do not need to be a prophet to figure out the cause of
unhappiness in this country. Though we are a nation that
is well endowed with natural resources, we are a nation
of limited opportunities. Unemployment and poverty are
high with youth dominating the unemployment statistics
and facing a bleak future. A significant portion of our
labour force is increasingly finding it difficult to survive
as the value of their earnings has depreciated over the
years while the cost of food and basic necessities has
increased. We are a nation of high inequalities, Madam
Speaker, where wealth of a country is concentrated
on to few hands. Our education system is in state of
crises with declining quality of results and demotivated
workforce. Reports of corruption in public institution
are on the increase while the political leadership has
remained indifferent.
Ordinary citizens cannot access land to enjoy basic
human right of shelter. Botswana therefore, needs a
new beginning. We need a new start that will deliver
a better economy for all, a fair labour market that
will allow hard working Batswana to lead decent life,
commensurate with their efforts and education system
that produces competitive graduate who will conquer
the modern world, a fair deal in allocating land and
modernise democracy.
Let me now focus on specific issues and begin with
education as bedrock of a successful development
agenda. Madam Speaker, I will keep on sometimes
rebutting what was raised in this House because I
am also obliged to protect Comrade Boko. The same
Member who is asking who wrote this speech, I do not
know whether he has got a problem with the English
language or not. I do not know what is boring about
being reminded that in Maunatlala Primary School,
more than 85 per cent of the students in that area failed
and they have been condemned to destitution.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): On a point of order. Madam Speaker, at
Maunatlala I can tell you now, we were celebrating the
82 per cent pass rate. He is not telling the truth in his
statement. Thank you.
Hansard No 181
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MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Arone, can you
concentrate in your speech.
MR ARONE: I am not talking about…
MADAM SPEAKER: The problem is that you
are addressing them and you even respond to them
individually you know, just concentrate on your speech.
MR ARONE: Yes, if they choose to invite trouble,
I will give them some, hence the Setswana saying;
‘mmutlwa wa noko o rotolwa ke o mongwe.’ I am not
addressing quantity issues; I am talking about statistics
that I have checked. There is no primary school Madam
Speaker, you know when you talk about 82 per cent,
you are referring to quantity, not talking about quality
issues. What we are saying is, even the progression rate
Honourable Member, of those students you are saying
you were celebrating, whether you talk about 100 per
cent or whatever, that is quantity, it is not quality.
We are therefore saying the education system in this
country is a problem. I was trying to help him to start
concentrating. Our education system is in a state of crisis
and it is obvious. I want to reiterate what the Leader of
the Opposition Honourable Boko has explained. There
is a consensus nationwide buttressed by the declining
students’ performance in the examinations that the
national education standards are by far for the past
five years reached the lowest in this county. One of
the reasons that we need to address, that the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) government has no strategy
at all about it, if people would recall, in 2008, His
Excellency promised to establish a Teaching Council.
A council that we have called for in the opposition
side that, that alone would go a long way in uplifting
and motivating teachers. That is the first thing that we
first have to address, not to be concerned about bricks,
building classrooms which are empty. If you visit all
the senior secondary schools countrywide Madam
Speaker, they do not have equipment. Go to Good-hope,
Shakawe Senior Secondary Schools; I have been to all
those schools. It is just empty shelves; you cannot expect
results then, filled by a demotivated working force.
I do not know what is so confusing about talking the
reality Madam Speaker. We are simply saying and we
are appealing to the teachers and parents countrywide
that they should not lose hope in the political leadership
in general. They should be hopeful that in 2019, the
opposition block will deliver in a government that
would take their needs very, very serious and bring
about improvements. The knowledge about the trend
is not a discovery. It is not a new discovery that our
kids are failing in our schools. The report on the review
of the National Education on the National System of
1993 that formed the basis for the Revised National
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Policy on Education of 1994 recognised the problem
and highlighted among the seven key issues vital to the
future development of education in this country. They
talked about improvement and maintenance of quality
of the education system of this country. As a response to
this realisation, the policy noted that quality assurance
measures would be a major priority, not only a priority
but a major priority in the overall development and
provision of education. This policy did not say only a
priority but accentuated this by stating major priority.
Those are the areas that we need to focus on but we have
abandoned the 1994 educational report, we are now
talking about a new strategy while the BDP government
has failed to implement the 1994 Policy on Education.
This government Madam Speaker, I am going to
continue to remind that indeed this government has
failed us. Later on I will dwell much when I talk about
Okavango where we are hopeless when it comes to
hoping for the better from the BDP. We have given up on
this government. It is a consequence of fatigue Madam
Speaker or generally Honourable Members on the other
side, they might be tired. And Batswana are really
unfair to this party, whereby the party has remained in
power for all these years. They have even forgotten that
they have to be representing the views of the people.
I remember in this House the other day, Honourable
Kwelagobe had to remind the former Vice President,
the late Merafhe once said, a government refers to the
peoples interests. The BDP has lost it, because if it was
for the wish and will of the people, we would be looking
at the education system knowing that it is the only basis
for any development to take place. But they are busy,
there are new terminologies of the tender-Members
in this House who are concerned about the number of
tenders that they win and forget about the masses in this
country.
Generally let me summarise the issue of education
Madam Speaker, I do not want to be repetitive on it
because Honourable Boko and other Members, and
even in the past, we have made justice to challenging
and presenting our unhappiness over what is obtained.
Personally I am against, for example Madam Speaker,
of private education. I think people would not crucify
me for my views. To me this is the root cause why this
government has neglected public education. I remember
in the last 10th Parliament, we had discussed to bring up a
motion that would force all the elected members, leaders
in this country to send their kids to public schools and
public hospitals. Maybe in that way we would be able
to look after these institutions Madam Speaker because
what is obtained today it is a real disappointment.
The President talked about reception classes, it is a
disastrous one. The Revised National Policy does not

Thursday 12th November, 2015
talk about the reception classes; it talks about a fullfledged pre-school programme that my children and
yours enjoy. We expect our electorates also to send their
kids to a full-fledged pre-primary education programme,
not reception classes where there is no space, there are
no learning materials, no trained teachers, but it is just
for convenience sake, for political expediency. That
alone Madam Speaker should be condemned.
I would not spend a lot of time on the economy Madam
Speaker. We have said it many, many times. I do not
know why people say we should pray for the nation and
fight poverty. Right now we are being asked to pray
for water and electricity. God helps those who help
themselves.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS :…(Murmurs)…
MR ARONE: At our church we have been taught that
even the witches do pray.
HONOURABLE MEMBER :…(Inaudible)…
MR ARONE: Yes, pray for everything; pray for thieves
and pray for poverty. The question is, where are all
these challenges coming from? That is why I wanted the
Honourable Vice President to be here so that I can sit
down and he takes over and explain where the poverty
comes from, the poverty that they are running around
trying to eradicate.
The very Bible that Honourable Nkaigwa is quoting
says “everybody reaps what he sows”. This is a very
expensive book but I want to give it to my friend the
Deputy Speaker, I do not think he has seen this copy.
This copy is simply titled “Why Africa is Poor.” If he
is an honest man, when he completes reading this book
he would resign from the Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) and join us.
MR MOLATLHEGI: On a point of clarification. I
thank you Madam Speaker. I was asking if that book is
the one that you bought on our way to Nairobi?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:…(Laughter)…
MR ARONE: He is very correct. I did not want it to
be a secret; I had promised to give him the copy when
I finish reading it. It clearly shows that life is all about
choices. In other words, we have chosen the situation
that we find ourselves in.
This writer Madam Speaker asked a very interesting
question. For all the successful countries that we
have read about; the day before yesterday, the Leader
of the Opposition told about the fact that Rwanda is
successful, obviously we know the Americans, we
have known of the Asian Tigers. Have we ever heard
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of a place where their leaders have been taken for
blessings or prayers, so that their countries can progress
in terms of development? The answer is no. It is all
about making right choices and most of my time today
I will be appealing to the nation and I want to talk to
my colleagues here on the opposition side. You know
what? If we were to take over power from the BDP in
the year 2019, there is a simple strategy, they are not
going to cover us in the public media, they only cover
the one sided story of the President’s Presentation. They
do not cover the Leader of the Opposition. Even if you
can listen to Radio Botswana later today Honourable
Moipisi, you will hear them saying “Honourable Arone
stood up and greeted the meeting, he then sat down”.
I want to challenge my colleagues here that we need
to up our game. We do not operate with Directorate on
Intelligence Services (DIS). I am going to make sure
that the right minded ones who are not tired, those who
are like me, every weekend we are going to go around,
taking Parliament issues to the people so that they know
what is happening in this House, because the current
Government has chosen to block us out. This is why the
Leader of Opposition’s speech was not all covered.
The cameras then came again when one powerful man
who is making a return to this House was sworn in. That
is not fair Mr Deputy Speaker. This is why Botswana
Television is called Domkrag Television, it is our
television; Batswana Television. It is our money, it is
our taxes and we expect the coverage to be fair so we are
not going to accept such kind of treatment.
We are elected Members in this House, I am not a
Specially Nominated Member of Parliament, I was
elected by the people of Okavango, they deserve, with
confidence to hear what I am saying in Parliament.
Moreover Madam Speaker, andi kuthera a bogongweta
kwekwethu, u hamba.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR ARONE: But I am not free because I cannot be
allowed to speak my language, what type of a democracy
is this?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Can you not see that
they jumped when you spoke Sembukushu?
MR ARONE: What is fair about it when other people
believe that their languages are better than other
people’s languages, when there is only one God? So
these are some of the things that we are not going to
accept Madam Speaker.
Dealing with the economy – as the Honourable Leader
of the Opposition was saying; I do agree with him, that
despite the resources that we have in this country, we
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have recorded the highest inequalities in this country
because the riches of the country are only in the hands
of a few citizens and foreigners.
The Government announced the shift from poverty
reduction to eradication. Surely, poverty reduction to
eradication. From Ngamiland, we cannot agree with you
Honourable Minister, at least Honourable Makgalemele
is here. As I have said, tell the nation where this poverty
is coming from.
There are two types of poverty situations Madam
Speaker. There is one which is a natural one and there
is one that is man-made and the poverty that is obtained
in this country is man-made. This is self-inflicted;
government inflicted by the same party, the BDP.
Honestly speaking, for lack of a better word, you have
been very cruel and very evil on Batswana.
Take for an example, if it is not cruelty, it is evil,
Shakawe Senior Secondary School with a pass rate of
6 per cent…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR ARONE: Yes, I am going to google the results from
you constituency, from Moshupa here. Six per cent; that
is cruelty. You cannot have a Government prevailing
over such kind of an evil system that condemns its future
generation to poverty packs. That alone we condemn it
Madam Speaker.
I just want to remind the BDP of some of the evils
imposed on the people in this country. If you remember
very well, around the early 80s and 90s, the education
system in this country had a very unfair practice where
by you can only proceed to university or any other
tertiary institution only if you have passed English.
Whether you get an A in Science or Mathematics, if you
fail English, you are condemned. That is the evil practice
that has rendered this country not to have scientific
related trained personnel. And surprisingly, the same
government is busy doing business with the Chinese,
guys who hardly speak English. You stopped your own
children that they cannot proceed and do Mathematics
and Sciences in the university because they have failed
English’. I am reminding you of serious challenges
or evils that we have committed in this country. You
allowed the poverty that you are running around trying
to eradicate with chickens and blankets. It is because
of the bad policy choice that your government has
prevailed on.
Let me move on to the labour relation issues Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, we all know the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition correctly said poverty has
tribal and ethnic dimensions. Labour relations in this
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country Madam Speaker are a big, big challenge.
Some of us we represent constituencies where the only
biggest employer is Ipelegeng and of course a few
tourism establishments and contractors. We need to do
something to protect this section of our people Madam
Speaker.
Firstly, they are lowly paid. Secondly, they are not well
informed on the laws that protect their rights as they are
at work. Most of them are engaged without contracts.
Most of them are fired as people wish. There is no
protection at all. I wish Honourable Batshu would take
note of this situation in this country. Of course it also
extends even to the public civil servants, where workers,
some of them do not progress. Some of them are unfairly
transferred, some of them are unfairly fired and that alone
does not bring about a good labour relation environment
for people to talk about productivity in a developmental
process Madam Speaker. Therefore, we want to appeal
to all workers, those that are in the public service and
the private sector that they should not lose hope. What
we should do is we should energise our efforts to try and
encourage more especially young people in this country
to make sure that in 2019, we safeguard our country by
defeating the BDP. That is the only solution or option
that we are left with in this country.
Democracy and governance…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I am not
sure but you can assist. I am getting very, very worried.
I thought the State of the Nation Address is something
which is very, very important. It is a cardinal statement
which shows Batswana or informs Batswana where we
are but I am surprised that if His Excellency is not here,
although the Honourable Vice President is acting, I am
surprised to see empty chairs of the Ministers as we are
debating this important statement. This does not show
any seriousness on the part of the government. Who
is taking notes of what we are saying? I am very, very
disappointed; is that in order?
MADAM SPEAKER: I hear you Honourable Major
General but the person who is really going to respond
is here, Leader of the House, he is the one who is going
to respond.
MR ARONE: Thank you. Comrade Mokgware, for
those of us who have been here, we are not surprised.
That is the order in this House because our representation
is not taken seriously at all. That is why someone once
said in Parliament we are simply chatting because the
whole arrangement shows lack of seriousness. I agree
with you.
Let me talk briefly about democracy and governance but
I will dwell much on the human rights issues. As the
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Honourable Leader of the Opposition rightly said when
he talked about the Basarwa in this country, Honourable
Vice President, if you are a saint, then I am also one.
You know it is really painful Madam Speaker in this
country what Basarwa are going through. Honestly
speaking, we need to do something. That is why I am
calling on my colleagues here; from here we should
visit all settlements where these people are found, so
that we give them a message of hope that all is not lost.
They should know that we are not like the Members of
the Botswana Democratic Party; we believe that they
too are people. That is why we are all buried looking
upwards in our coffins, that is why I respect the worms
because they do not care whether this body is of a rich
man or a poor man, they just enjoy it in the same level.
It is really painful that Basarwa kids in this democracy
are kept in what I will call the hostels. They can also
be referred to as concentration camps. I have them in
my constituency and I do visit them. These kids hardly
speak Setswana, the caretaker speaks Setswana. You
can just see that these kids are in trouble and we expect
them to pass. We had two cases in my constituency,
where a three and a five year old were trying to reach
their settlement in Tobera. One of them got lost on the
way and died in the bush. How many of us can agree for
our five year olds to be taken away from us? Where are
the rights of these people?
I asked a question in this House Madam Speaker, that
how many Basarwa since the inception of the Remote
Area Development Programme (RADP) have graduated
from the university? You would not believe the answer,
I can retrieve it; the answer was three and these are
Bagalatia, Masisi and Philip Makgalemele. This is
not fair to us Honourable Vice President. Let us do
something about the welfare of these people. It is not
even painting a good picture for us, for the country in
the outside world there.
As we speak now, some of us here, more especially on
the other side of the aisle, we have these people in our
farms. I heard that this side Mosarwa is a possession;
there are such instances where a person will simply say
who do these Basarwa belong to? This thing should
come to an end.
We cannot talk about a democratic country when we still
have people being denied to use their own languages.
I prefer to speak in my language that I love so much.
Progressive nations have interpreters all over. When you
are attending international conferences, people present
in French and Portuguese. You have interpreters taking
care of that because people respect others. So, I am
saying this democracy cannot be a complete democracy
which respects the rights of people when others are
being denied their languages.
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When you are on television talking about backyard
gardens, you should know that people in Gudigwa do
not get what you are saying, whether you are talking
about ESP or whatever; people in Nxau-Xau do not get
what you are saying because they hardly communicate
in Setswana. So we are simply saying, if we are talking
about a compassionate, equal and fair society, let us all
respect the rights of all Batswana in this country.
We also need to remind this House more especially the
BDP Madam Speaker, about the electoral reforms. Our
elections have been declared free but there have always
been questions over the fairness part of it. The clear
example is the use of the public media which is abused
by the ruling party as opposed to the coverage on the
opposition side.
We have also called for political party funding. This
democracy Madam Speaker is being financed by
ourselves; that is why when we lose elections or retire,
both from the ruling party and the opposition, we
become registered destitutes because we are financing
this democracy. What is so difficult, if Zimbabwe and
Malawi can do it, weaker economies as compared to
Botswana, why can we not do it? We are requesting this
government Madam Speaker that political party funding
be introduced more especially for the next elections
though they know that that will be their last election.
The First Past the Post electoral system also needs to be
reviewed so that we introduce a hybrid system Madam
Speaker.
Corruption, accountability and transparency in this
country; there is an argument that corruption is low in
this country, I do not know where these people who
say this live. I do not agree with them Honourable Vice
President. Corruption has gone up in this country and
we are all aware of that. Let us look at the education
system; even as we speak, Madam Venson, we still have
ghost students. If we look at all these private tertiary
institutions around, very few meet the standards but they
are operating simply because of political expediency.
Simply because some of us in the leadership, more
especially on the other side, we are shareholders in these
companies. I do not know what people mean when they
say there is low corruption in this country. I know of
a private university in this country which had around
59 students doing a similar course, similar duration,
but these kids were charged different amounts and
the student financing was busy paying; very obvious
issues Madam Speaker. We are simply saying we need
to raise the bar and talk about accountability issues but
the problem Madam Speaker is that we have got weak
oversight institutions in this country. We want the DCEC
to report to Parliament.
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MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification. Thank
you Honourable Member. Is the particular institution
that you are talking about which charges for the same
course same duration but different charges, is it not the
one that is popular with awarding dubious honorary
doctorates?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR ARONE: Thank you Honourable Member. I will
not comment on that because I am not quite sure about
the information but I will cross check.
Let me spend the last few minutes that I have Madam
Speaker to talk about my constituency. But before I talk
about my constituency, let me quickly thank the private
media, radio stations and the newspapers for a job well
done for a gesture that they offer to the opposition
political parties and leaders in this country by giving us a
fair coverage. The only request that I would make which
I would also present to the Directors, more especially of
Duma FM, is to help us extend their coverage so that
it reaches Shakawe and Seronga so that they would
deliver my people from RB 1 and RB 2; they are tired
of being fed propaganda. We need progressive radio
stations where engagement of debates in a democracy is
encouraged so that different viewpoints are shared, not
one-sided stories.
We also need to join the Leader of the Opposition
in condemning the deportations Honourable Vice
President in this country. The Honourable Minister of
Foreign Affairs is here, we are busy trotting worldwide
trying to invite investors to come to our country but they
are aware that they have got no security; they can be
deported without trial. That alone is denting the image
of this country. This one needs to be reviewed, it is
not fair, and it failed the test of a democratic country
Madam Speaker.
Turning to a few issues in my constituency, while I was
talking about the deportation because it also affects
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is the current killings
more especially between the border of Namibia and
Botswana; the shootings in the name of anti-poaching
campaigns.
Madam Speaker, this issue personally affects me
because I have relatives in Katima Mulilo, in Caprivi,
in Rundu in Divundu just as people on the Lobatse side
and other areas have relatives on the other side. This
issue I can assure you if not well handled, it will affect
our relations with the Namibian government because
they are totally not happy. The questions that they are
asking are that do we not have courts in this country,
why can we not arrest these people? We are killing
people in the name of defending ourselves but surely
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the numbers Mr Vice President are worrisome. Let us
have these people arrested instead of killing them like
it is happening around Kwando area and Linyanti area.
The President talked about peaceful co-existence and
my expectation was that the President would have
updated this House on the case between the Wayei
people and the government of this Republic over the
chieftainship issue in Ngamiland. It is an old case and as
a Member of Parliament in that area, we are concerned
that the chieftainship issue between government and the
Wayei should be put to rest. The President should visit
or send his Minister to explain where the difficulty is in
resolving this issue.
The speech again does not mention, as I said earlier
the Foot and Mouth Disease that has crippled our beef
industry in Ngamiland. The fences have collapsed,
we have lost hope and we are simply saying as you
talk about eradication programmes, what we need in
Ngamiland is not blankets and the maize meal, what we
need is market or turn our zones into green zones so that
we depend on our animals as it is done in the other parts.
Now lastly Madam Speaker, the President thanked
Dikgosi as custodians of our traditions in this country.
You know to be honest with you Madam Speaker; this
government has relegated Dikgosi to a low status. As
you move around the country you will find that their
offices do not have furniture and vehicles, all they are
left with that is of status is just the name. They are not
well looked after, there is nothing for them to move
around with. That is why the trend of Paramount Chiefs
coming to Parliament is not going to stop. You should
expect more to be coming because you have taken
everything away from them and I want to appeal to them
wherever they are, that they should come and support
us. We will restore whatever belongs to them, because
we believe in them, they are part of our democracy and
culture, they need to be respected. They are regarded as
Dikgosi but whenever they have to go on trips you will
find them crowded at the back of a land cruiser as if they
are school children.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Facing each other!
MR ARONE: Facing each other sitting at the back
of a vehicle, whilst we regard them as Honourable
Members and because my area is dusty they reach
the destination looking very dusty. There is nothing
to celebrate and we want to give them the message of
hope, that the opposition block will restore the dignity
that was there, during their time. So we invite them to
come and join us. Honourable Vice President why are
we paying Headman of Arbitration allowances? Why
not turn those allowances into salaries, so that they
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benefit and are able to visit banks to apply for loans
like any other worker? What is so dignified about such
kind of a treatment? I want this government to review
its position when guarding Dikgosi; we cannot only
come here and thank them for a job well done. I know
you are worried about the trend and I can assure you
we are still going to receive more Paramount Chiefs on
the other side. Because they have been your source of
strength as the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) but
you decided to kick them, instead of looking after them.
So I am just appealing to them to join the opposition
block and as I said when I started Honourable Vice
President before you got here, I have said I was inviting
Honourable Members on the other side mostly those
who are in the back bench, because you have got a
seat both in Parliament and Cabinet to defend, but for
them is nothing. I have invited those who were in the
marginal constituencies them to come as early as now,
because it is obvious that in 2019 Honourable VensonMoitoi is the only one who will manage to retain her
seat whilst we get all seats. I have got no doubt in my
mind that it is just a matter of time. Honourable Leader
of the Opposition, comrade Dumelang Saleshando and
Honourable Ndaba Gaolatlhe you are still young and
even if you can take turns, you can all be Presidents.

MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker it is evident
that the Botswana Democratic Party led government
cares about the lives of Batswana. The evidence lies in
that fact that since we took independence in 1966 we
developed this country. We started off by developing the
leaders who are now in this Parliament who before then
went about not properly clothed. They were educated
and became armed with different skills. We protected
their lives by providing health amenities because as
soon as one began their primary education they were
given free immunisation.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes!

MR RANTUANA: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
wanted the Honourable Member to tell us who he
says was wandering about not properly dressed before
independence? He should explain himself so that we
can understand.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (applause!)...
MR ARONE: I am bidding you farewell…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(inaudible)...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order
MR MOSWAANE: These are some of the things
that indicate that this country has gone through great
struggles and since we gained independence we started
the fight against poverty...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR MOSWAANE: Diseases, tribalism that people are
so fond of…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana has called
for a point of order.
MR MOSWAANE: Yes I am awaiting the Speaker’s
ruling.

MR ARONE: Yes I am bidding you farewell, I am the
chief negotiator and I am going to ensure that we win…

MADAM SPEAKER: I did not hear anything about
a person who was not properly clothed, please explain
Honourable Member.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: they are also quite
intelligent.

MR MOSWAANE: No, he cannot ask me to explain
something I did not say.

MR ARONE: Yes, they are intelligent and so Madam
Speaker, with those remarks let me thank you for the
time and thanks to the Honourable Members as well.
The fact of the matter is that the ruling party should say
its goodbyes; we are ready to take over and save this
country from their misrule.

MR RANTUANA: Point of order Madam Speaker.

MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker and show gratitude for
being one of the Members of this country’s Parliament.
I believe this is all possible because of the democracy
that continues to prevail.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Order!

MR MOSWAANE: I simply said that government cared
about our welfare and gave us education, health services
and even security. When we attained independence most
of us did not know what being properly clothed means.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS:...(murmurs)...

MR MOREMI: Honourable Speaker, I wanted to
request that we should get the Hansard so that we can
verify the Honourable Member’s words because he
is not saying what he initially said. He should instead
withdraw his words…

MADAM SPEAKER: Please continue Honourable
Member.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane what
did you say? Unfortunately I did hear you initially…
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MR MOREMI: He is only going to repeat his false
statement Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: These people want to cause trouble
bust I want to tell them about the challenges facing the
nation since they do not know about these issues.
MR RANTUANA: Order! Madam Speaker, we request
that he should tell us who it is that was not dressing
properly before we attained independence.
MR MOREMI: Madam Speaker, order!
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Tawana since I
initially did not hear his statement let me suspend my
ruling until tomorrow so that I can check what he was
saying, I will note it.
MR MOREMI: Okay.
MR RANTUANA: Point of order!
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker I said that when
we attained independence we fought the challenges we
were faced with of fighting poverty, disease, tribalism
and prejudice…
MADAM SPEAKER: Please listen to Honourable
Rantuana.
MR RANTUANA: Madam Speaker I wanted to ask
the Honourable Member to explain because it means he
knows who he is referring to in this House that he says
were not dressing properly before the country gained
independence.
MADAM SPEAKER: Did you not hear what I said
before?
MR RANTUANA: I did.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, please sit down…
MR RANTUANA: Madam Speaker if you remember…
MADAM SPEAKER: Take your seat Honourable
Member I said I will check it...
MR RANTUANA: If you remember well when we
went on recess in July …
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana you are
out of order, I said I will…
MR RANTUANA: Who are permitted to be out of
order Madam Speaker?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are out order.
MR RANTUANA: Who have the privilege of being out
of order? Are there those who are allowed to and those
who are not?
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MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana!
MR RANTUANA: Madam?
MADAM SPEAKER: Did you hear my ruling?
MR RANTUANA: I did.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Take him outside.
MADAM SPEAKER: What did I say?
MR RANTUANA: You said you will bring it tomorrow.
MADAM SPEAKER: Now what is the problem?
MR RANTUANA: The problem is that, when we
adjourned in July, I told you that there is someone who
takes pictures and puts them on Facebook. You told us
that you will bring the ruling. How long has it been
since you promised that ruling?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, please
take your seat.
MR RANTUANA: How many rulings should I wait for
Madam Speaker?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, do you
know that I can have you thrown out, because you are
out of order. I will throw you out.
MR RANTUANA: You can throw me out Madam
Speaker but all I wanted was my rights. You will be
throwing me out because of my rights.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member, do not go
or we will lose the quorum. We should amend Standing.
Are we quorated?
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Honourable
Members, my numbers tell me that you are 18 and
we need three. Because 15 minutes has elapsed while
waiting, I will use Standing Order 17.2 to vacate this
place. The House will resume tomorrow.
ADJOURMENT
The Assembly adjourned at 16:19 p.m. until Friday 13th
November, 2015 at 9.00 a.m.
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