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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): We still need
five more Members. Order Honourable Members, let
start the business of the day begin with questions.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
NUMBER OF COMPANIES WAITING FOR
LABOUR INSPECTIONS IN THE MINES
AROUND LETLHAKANE VILLAGE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Labour and Home Affairs to state the
number of companies:(i) that have been waiting for labour inspections in
the mines around Letlhakane Village in the past
12 months;
(ii) in (i) above that are still operating in or around
Letlhakane; and
(iii) that have gone without inspections and to state the
strategy in place to curb this problem.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Mr Speaker, in the past 12 months
there were 13 companies targeted for labour inspection
in the mines around Letlhakane village out of 17
companies operating in the area.
(ii) All of the 13 companies are still operating.
(iii) Due to limited resources all the 13 companies
have not been inspected. My Ministry has been
conducting inspections targeting specific sectors
per quarter. To that effect, in the first quarter (April
to June 2015) labour inspections concentrated on
the Agricultural sector, the second quarter (July
to September 2015) on the Retail sector and the
third quarter (October to December 2015) quarter
is targeting the Tourism Sector. During the Fourth
quarter (January to March 2016) the labour
inspections will be conducted in the Mining
sector, including all the 13 companies that have
been targeted for labour inspections. I thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister do you
know that in areas where these inspections have been
carried out situations have only exacerbated?

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR BATSHU: I am not aware, instead I expect
situations to improve because during these inspections
employees and employers are groomed on the
requirements of the laws of this country, with the hope
that with that knowledge, situations will then improve.
Thank you very much.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Last supplementary Honourable
Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister, do you still remember
that in the last sitting you indicated that you had sent an
inspection team to Mopane Mine and up to today things
have not improved and things are getting worse by the
day and your Ministry has not done anything about it.
MR BATSHU: Until the Honourable Member can
prove to me what he calls ‘things have gone worse,’ I
would not be in a position to speculate, to be honest with
you. It is unfair.
REPAIRING OF A VEHICLE FOR
LETLHAKANE LABOUR OFFICE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Labour and Home Affairs if he is aware that
the vehicle for Letlhakane Labour office was sent for
repairs at a private garage in Francistown four (4) years
ago and up to now it has not been returned; if so, to
state:(i) the amount Government has spent on this issue at
the same garage to date;
(ii) the amount for which the car was purchased;
(iii) the agreement between the Ministry and the said
garage; and
(iv) when the Letlhakane office will be allocated a new
vehicle.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Mr Speaker, the vehicle for Letlhakane
District Labour Office, BX 08 4931, was found to have
overheated and required engine overhaul in December
2011. It was then sent for repairs to a private garage in
Francistown in February 2012. It stayed at the garage
for three and half years because the garage could not
complete the works as agreed with Central Transport
Organisation (CTO).
The vehicle has since been withdrawn in July 2015
after the garage closed down. The vehicle is currently
at Mahalapye CTO with the same problem and the
assessment of whether the vehicle is to be repaired is
on-going.
Hansard No 181
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(i) The total amount paid to the said garage was
P37 451.16 for repairs.
(ii) The amount for which the vehicle was purchased
is P257, 275.00.
(iii) The agreement on repairs of the vehicle was made
on behalf of the Ministry by Central Transport
Organisation through the tendering process which
was procedurally awarded to the garage.
(iv) The District Labour Office in Letlhakane will be
considered for allocation of a new vehicle along
with others once this current vehicle is boarded.
At present the office shares a vehicle with other
Departments of the Ministry in Letlhakane. I
thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, could you explain how it takes for a vehicle
to be declared no-repairable? You have also indicated
that you took the car because the garage was being shut
down, had it not shut down, will that vehicle still be
with the garage even after three and a half years?
MR BATSHU: This garage operates just like any other
private garage but before it was taken there, it was in
operating well. Along the way things did not go well
hence the closure. They failed to pay their rentals and
the owner of the place locked all the cars that were
inside the garage demanding to be paid first. That is why
it took long to be released. I thank you.
INTENTION OF AUTOMATIC PROGRESSION
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development if she is
aware that there are learners who cannot read and write
who have progressed to some junior secondary schools
as a result of automatic progression; if so:(i) what is intended by automatic progression; and
(ii) what learning material and teachers are brought
into the school system to ensure that secondary school
education is not watered down.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Mr
Speaker, yes I am aware that there are some learners
who cannot read and write who have progressed to some
junior secondary schools and mostly these learners Mr
Speaker are the ones who are mentally challenged.
Mr Speaker, Automatic Progression is designed to drive
the ten year basic education programme. It is aimed at the
global commitment to provide access to basic education
for all children. It is also in support of the Millennium
Development Goal (MGDs) to achieve universal access
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
to Primary education that is to ensure that all boys and
girls complete primary schooling. (Jantien Conference
of 1990, Dakar Frame Work of Action 2000).
Mr Speaker, I would also like to remind this Honourable
House that the Revised National Policy on Education
(RNPE) provides for assessed progression of learners
as well as accelerated progression. Up to 12.5 per cent
of a class may repeat standards in any one year. Whilst
repetition is accepted no leaner may repeat more than
three standards.
Mr Speaker, to ensure quality of education, learning
materials in the form of class readers are supplied to
schools to cater for the range of ability. In Primary
Schools we have introduced posts of Head of Department
for Learning Difficulties whose responsibility is to
ensure slow learners are brought up to standard. They
also implement and monitor various strategies to
improve performance such as;
• Breakthrough to Setswana and Breakthrough to
English.
• Remedial Teaching programmes.
• Continuous Assessment
achievement.

to

monitor

learner’s

• Standard 4 Attainment Test and Primary School
Leaving Examinations (PSLE). I thank you, Mr
Speaker.
MR KGOROBA: Supplementary. Thank you, Mr
Speaker. Honourable Goya, when we talk about students
who have reading and learning difficulties we do not
mean children with a disability. Those are kids of sound
mind, anyway last year we approved motion to abolish
automatic promotion, and the intention was to try and
curb this problem. How far are you as the Ministry with
implementing that?
MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you
Honourable Member. Mr Speaker we are busy trying
to review the curriculum which is used in schools.
The motion that was approved by this House will be
incorporated in the review of this curriculum so that
we can implement it. Mr Speaker, when reviewing the
Curriculum, we do it in such a way that when the current
one is being phased out and we implement a new one
which we want to be using by 2017.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Further supplementary.
Thank you, Mr Speaker. Honourable Minister, I heard
you acknowledge that there are some learners who
progress to the next level despite the fact that they
cannot read or write and I heard you mention some
interventions. Can you clearly explain to this House
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what interventions and strategies you are talking about,
when they were implemented and if at all they bear
results or not.
MR GOYA: Thank you Honourable Member. We
have a program called breakthrough meant for students
beginning primary school. Through that programme
we teach children how to read and write. That is the
main program that we use. Mr Speaker we also have
one intervention where we offer remedial classes for
students who are unable to grasp information during
normal classroom lessons. We have teachers who are
tasked with ensuring that these students are assisted so
that they can be at par with others. Thank you.
STAFFING AND CAPACITATING MMADINARE
SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL CLINIC
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) when the Mmadinare Senior Secondary School Clinic
will be fully staffed and capacitated with the requisite
equipment and furniture; and
(ii) when the clinic will be able to provide services to the
neighbouring community.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank
you Mr Speaker, the Mmadinare Senior Secondary
School clinic is currently operating in the Guidance
and Counselling room and it is manned by only one (1)
Nurse. The facility….
MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure Mr Speaker. I am
bothered by the fact that we have left Honourable
Goya to continue giving a false response because the
interventions that he is talking about are not really
interventions. They are not anything new and so we
cannot let him continue when he is not telling the truth.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmolotsi sit
down. I do not know what you are talking about.
MR MMOLOTSI: I am talking about remedial
teaching.
MR SPEAKER: No, I have said …
MR MMOLOTSI: … (Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: I have made a ruling on that, we are
continuing with Honourable Mzwinila’s question.
MR GOYA: Mr Speaker,
(i) Mmadinare Senior Secondary School clinic
is currently operating in the Guidance and

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
Counselling room and is manned by only one (1)
Nurse. The facility is meant to serve the school
community only. Currently the clinic has adequate
basic medicines and equipment. The facility is
meant to cater for minor ailments only as major
cases are referred to appropriate medical facilities.
Based on the above, my Ministry does not have
any future plans to increase staff and provide
equipment and furniture for the clinic.
(ii) Mr Speaker, it has never been the Ministry’s
intention to extend services to the neighbouring
community hence there are no plans to do so in
the near future as the provision of medical services
to the community is the mandate of the Ministry of
Health. I thank you, Mr Speaker.
ADDRESSING OF CHALLENGES BEDEVILING
TSOGANG CLINIC (BH3 CLINIC) IN
GABORONE NORTH
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Health what is being done to
address the following challenges bedevilling Tsogang
Clinic (BH3 Clinic) in Gaborone North:(i) no Dispensary/Pharmacist
operating 24 hours;

at

night

despite

(ii) dysfunctional toilets;
(iii) unhygienic environment;
(iv) lack of full time doctors; and
(v) shortage of staff.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Mr Speaker, my Ministry is aware of
the issues raised about Tsogang Clinic. The following
measures are being undertaken to address the issues at
this clinic.
(i) There is critical shortage of pharmaceutical staff
across the country and this particular clinic has
a resident Pharmacy Technician who is available
during the day. A locker is available in the
pharmacy which is stocked with medicines for use
after hours.
(ii) There are 3 toilets for patients in the OPD clinic.
These toilets are continuously vandalized by
patients hence, constantly need repairing. Two
have recently been repaired on the 17th of this
month and all three are currently working.
(iii) The cleanliness of the clinic has improved with
the pruning of the trees and shrubs around it and
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collection of these has been done by the Council
yesterday.
(iv) My Ministry is facing acute shortage of doctors
throughout Health facilities, including Greater
Gaborone DHMT which does not have enough
doctors for all its clinics that operate 24 hours.
However, a doctor is always available in Tsogang
Clinic during the day between 0730 and 1630
hours and public holidays. Clients who need the
services of the doctor at night are usually referred
either to other 24 hour clinics with doctors or
Princess Marina depending on the condition of the
patient.
(v) With the exception of doctors and pharmaceutical
staff, the clinic has a better staff complement with
respect to other categories of staff. For example,
the clinic has a total compliment of 30 nurses. I
thank you, Mr Speaker.
PROCEDURE AND TOOLS USED FOR
MATCHING THE INTERESTS, PERSONALITY
AND APTITUDE OF A FORM 5 STUDENT
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development to state
the procedure and tools used for matching the interests,
personality and aptitude of a Form 5 student with the
appropriate tertiary education course of study and career
path.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank
you Mr Speaker. All students at secondary school are
exposed to Career Guidance and General Counselling.
Career Guidance exposes students to different career
choices. In addition, Mr Speaker, various tools are used
to assist students, and this include among others:
(i) RIASEC Test (Realistic, Investigative, Artistic,
Social, Enterprising, Conventional people) a tool
which helps students to identify their interests and
eventually make a choice.
(ii) MBTI (Meyer’s Briggs Type Indicator) a
personality test which
-

help to identify personality,

- help to select a career path and
- help to improve professional relationships in the
work place.
Mr Speaker, after students have taken these tests, they
have their results interpreted by a career officer. Career
Guidance and Counselling is a holistic Programme
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
which encompasses personality, aptitudes interests and
those who objectives are to ensure that each student,
- Accepts oneself
- Appreciate ones limitation
- Is exposed to different Careers.
- Understand requirements in terms of subject
combination for each Career Choice.
In addition to above Mr Speaker, my Ministry takes
the form five students through a character building
programme, the Boot Camp which provides them with
opportunity to experience life skills hence further career
opportunities. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Mr Speaker.
Honourable Minister, I hear you, you were asked a
very straightforward question but your response might
surprise the nation, when and where did those things
happen? I mean all the things you say are happening;
all these tests you say are being written by form five
students to determine career path at tertiary, when was
the last time they were written? Just tell the truth.
MR GOYA: Mr Speaker, I think my Honourable
colleague is not well-informed of what is happening at
schools. If you want to know, find time to visit schools
and see these things; witness these tests being written
perhaps he can even write them. Mr Speaker these
things happen at our schools. We even had these Boot
camps last year, even this year some vehicles will be
included in the Boot Camp programme. Even our
stakeholders are part of this initiative; recently HRDC
was conducting career guidance. These are the things
which happen in the country Mr Speaker. Thank you.
STOCK THEFT CASES IN LOTLHAKANE EAST
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security if he is aware
that the livestock owners in Lotlhakane East, near Kanye,
are being impoverished by rustlers who deprive them of
enjoyment of their hard raised livestock, plunging their
lives in deep misery; if so, to state:(i) the number of reported stock theft cases in the last
two (2) years in the area;
(ii) the number of those prosecuted and the number of
livestock involved;
(iii) the present level of surveillance in the area; and
(iv) the steps he will take to drastically reduce the
misery caused to livestock owners.

Thursday 19th November, 2015
MINISTER OF DEFENCE,
SECURITY (MR KGATHI):

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
JUSTICE

AND

(i) I am aware that there are cases of stock theft in the
Lotlhakane East area. Over the past two years, a
total of one hundred and four cases (104) of stock
theft were reported in the area.
(ii) During the same period, twenty-five (25) cases
were successfully completed before courts. A total
of one hundred and forty-three (143) livestock
were involved. This constituted fifty-six (56)
cattle, eighty-one (81) goats, two (2) donkeys and
seven (7) sheep.
(iii) To control and monitor the situation in the area,
a team of seven (7) officers has been assigned to
conduct constant surveillance, carry out prompt
investigations, and inspect butcheries and other
meat outlets.
(iv) The team also continuously engages other
stakeholders such as Veterinary Officers, District
Council Meat Inspectors, Livestock Owners,
and Abattoir Management Officials, as well as
conducting intelligence led operations and patrols
to help combat cases of stock theft. I thank you,
Mr Speaker.
ROLE PLAYED BY MINISTRY OF YOUTH,
SPORT AND CULTURE DURING THE
GABORONE INTERNATIONAL ARTS
FESTIVAL
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture:(i) What role his Ministry had during the Gaborone
International Arts Festival;
(ii) Whether there was any monetary contribution and
how much was pledged;
(iii) What value was created out of the pledge, if any;
and
(iv) If the pledge was budgeted for and how the funds
were raised, if any.
ACTING MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND
CULTURE (MR BATSHU): Mr Speaker,
(i) My Ministry is not aware of the Gaborone
International Arts Festival that the Honourable
Member is referring to, however, my Ministry
received and sponsored a proposal for funding
of the Gaborone International Music and Culture
Week, to which we provided technical advice and

attended for monitoring purposes. I hope this
is the activity that the Honourable Member is
referring to.
(ii) My Ministry approved funding towards the
Gaborone International Music and Culture week
to the tune of P155 000.00 mainly towards prize
money for local performing artists.
(iii) The value created from the pledge went towards
showcasing of talent by local artists and
entertainment for the public. The event also
created spin-offs in other sectors of the economy
such as marketing, catering, telecommunications,
transport and tours, entertainment and cultural
tourism.
(iv) Funding towards Art Festivals and other activities
are budgeted for under the Ministry of Youth,
Sport and Culture grants (MYSC Grants) through
the recurrent budget. The MYSC Grants serve to
provide opportunities for funding of proposals to
tap on the creativity of young people, in order to
develop the arts, promote culture and encourage
participation in recreational activities. Thank you,
Mr Speaker.
SHORTAGE OF AMBULANCE AT
MAOKATUMO CLINIC
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Health if she is aware that Maokatumo Clinic
has only one ambulance and this ambulance serves
the major villages of Diloro, Mogapinyana, Kgagodi
and Tamasane; if so, when will another ambulance be
availed to assist the clinic and its corresponding health
posts.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH
MADIGELE): Thank you Mr Speaker,

(DR

I am aware that Maokatumo clinic has one ambulance
and that the ambulance covers major villages of
Diloro, Mogapinyana, Kgagodi and Tamasane in the
catchment area. We are not able to issue a 2nd vehicle
to Maokatumo because of limited number of vehicles.
Therefore, mother clinic including Maokatumo has been
assigned at least one (1) vehicle to facilitate facilities in
the catchment area.
All except Tamasane are within a 10km radius of
Maokatumo. Due to transport challenges, we are unable
to provide an ambulance specifically for Tamasane,
however we have Mogapi Health post which is also in
this catchment area and given it an ambulance as it is a
bit further away. Thank you, Mr Speaker.
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INCREASE OF POLICE VISIBILITY IN
GABORONE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:(i) what is being done by his Ministry to increase
Police visibility in Gaborone; and
(ii) whether there are any plans to have joint patrols by
the Botswana Police Service and members of the
Botswana Defence Force on a continuous basis.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you, Mr Speaker.
(i) The Botswana Police Service has a Crime
Prevention Strategy that is applicable throughout
Botswana, including Gaborone. First in this
strategy is the normal 24 hour shift system
operational in all police stations. This system is
augmented by targeted foot and mobile patrols
in the streets of Gaborone that includes police
cluster and volunteer teams, Special Constables
patrols, Special Support Group reinforcement
patrol teams, traffic light operation teams and
surveillance teams in the malls around Gaborone.
All these are geared towards improving visibility
in Gaborone. Over and above these the Police have
a relationship with private security companies that
deploy in Gaborone to increase surveillance and
visibility with a view to deter criminality.
(ii) The Botswana Police Service and the Botswana
Defence Force have a standing bilateral agreement
that includes patrols in the streets of Gaborone on
a regular basis and especially during the festive
season.
I thank you Mr Speaker.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 112 OF
2014: NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATE
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 2014.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 125 OF 2014:
BUILDING SOCIETIES (CONVERSION)
REGULATIONS, 2014.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 9 OF
2015: HYPOTHECATION (AUTHORISED
CREDITORS) (AMENDMENT) (NO. 1)
REGULATIONS, 2015.
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(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)
PUBLIC ENTERPRISES EVALUATION AND
PRIVATISATION AGENCY ANNUAL REPORT,
2015.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Thank
you very much Mr Speaker. Two things; you will recall
that the other day after the nomination of Honourable
Molale, we requested in this Parliament to be told the
names of the people who nominated two people whose
names were not mentioned. His Honour the Vice
President said that doing that would not be in order,
Mr Speaker you agreed with him, and the names of
those people were not mentioned. After that the Vice
President issued a statement to the media; it stated that
Mr Botsalo Ntuane was nominated by someone from
the opposition. Last time we spoke about this issue; we
had asked to be enlightened as to how the Vice President
knew who nominated him because he disallowed those
names to be disclosed. You said you were going to find
out because you were not clear on the issue, you said
you will come back to us, but you have not come back
to us yet.
The second one; it is with regard to the procedure of
our House, I believe it is continuing to be out of order
every day. You did not allow Honourable Dithapelo
Keorapetse to present a Motion on certificate of urgency
the other day because after four people supported
Honourable Keorapetse’s Motion, you decided that it
should be voted on, but the Motion was not allowed to
be debated.
I would like to make you aware Mr Speaker that in
the last Parliament, the tenth Parliament that is, three
Motions were dealt with in this manner; if a Member
was supported by four people, the Speaker would read
the Motion, from there the Motion would be debated by
Parliament. From there they would support it or reject it
after being debated. Mr Speaker this was done because
in the beginning when we started the tenth Parliament,
this provision for four people to support the mover of
the motion was not in the Standing Order. By not doing
so, it prevented the minority bench to present their
Motions because the majority would blatantly refuse
then and there. It was then agreed that if someone could
raise four people, he could then table the Motion. These
two things that I am talking about Mr Speaker, have
affected the decorum of this House because it means the
way you are doing things at the moment, there is no one
from the minority benches who would be able to present
a Motion on a certificate of urgency because it means
we are now at the mercy of the Botswana Democratic
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Party (BDP) and this is what we were trying to avoid
by amending the Standing Orders in the 10th Parliament.
Mr Speaker, look carefully at this thing whether the
decision you made was right or not because it means
you would have now begun a new thing, setting a new
precedence which would totally kill the minority view
completely. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, the first
issue about nomination is indeed true. I told you that I
am still going to find out what the Speaker at that time
decided to do. I am not done yet with my findings, when
I am done I will come here and tell you the decision
which was taken, and how we proceed going forward. If
there is someone who is running out of patience because
they feel I am taking my time to do the investigations,
those names were written by one of you here, that
person can reveal themselves whilst I am still doing my
own research on the other side.
The second issue with regard to the Motion, Honourable
Mmolotsi, Standing Order 50.1; I made a ruling on that.
I said we will discuss it at the General Assembly. Bring
your records from the 10th Parliament, I have the ones
for 11th Parliament, I will show you why I operating like
this, I am guided by the Standing Orders.
I have said that should we realise that what I am doing
is not what the Standing Order says, I will come back
here and correct the mistake I made, but as far as I am
concerned, as far as I know and understand the Standing
Orders, I am right. So, let us meet at the General
Assembly and bring your evidence and any other person
who can help you interpret Standing Order 50. We will
meet at the General Assembly to conclude those issues.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further point of order. Mr Speaker,
I wish you could treat the Vice President`s issue
seriously because we take it in that regard that Members
of Parliament want to know the people who nominated
Mr Dumelang Saleshando and Mr Botsalo Ntuane. I
think even the Vice President wanted to know but that
failed because he dismissed it as unnecessary. How did
he know? Do the Vice President and Mr Speaker meet
elsewhere where he is given some information that
cannot be shared in this House?
That then brings us to wonder if Mr Speaker is serving
Parliament or Leader of the House and the Botswana
Democratic Party. That will weaken our confidence on
the Speakership Mr Speaker. If you trivialise it the way
you do, we will ultimately not recognise your worth.
That is why I am requesting you to take that matter
seriously because it has seriously worried us.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, I am always
serious and maybe by looking at my face, you may
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think that I am not serious. I am serious when I tell
you that I am still investigating. Go to my office, you
will find the Hansard as well as the tapes that I listen to
because I want to hear what you were saying before I
take a decision. I do not want to take a decision without
knowing what was happening in Parliament. So give
me some time, when I am done, I will come here and
address you on the matter.
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): On a
point of procedure. Thank you very much Mr Speaker.
I just want to clarify the procedure in the House that I
think may be misunderstood. I think you are responsible
entirely for matters of procedure and order in the
House and indeed in the House on that day in question,
it was Madam Speaker, Ms Kokorwe presiding and I
do remember you ruling a few days ago to investigate
and following investigation, you will make a decision,
as to whether to publish the names, make them known
etcetera. But what I want to make clear to you is that,
I am a Leader of the House in this House and I am a
politician also even outside this House. To make it
simple for everybody, this House and the nation, how
I got to know, I have distinguished Members of the
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) who voted at our
Caucus and beyond, I asked every one of them who they
voted for and they told me. That is how I knew, so forget
about these insinuations of innuendo and wait until you
get a decision by the Speakership and if they are wrong
in what they told me...because they told me none of
them voted for Mr Ntuane and that is what I said. That
is what I wanted to make clear Mr Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I would want to know whether we are in order
as this House. I do not know what you are investigating.
I would love to know what you are investigating so that
we know what we are waiting for.
Also just to buttress what Honourable Mmolotsi was
saying, if mischief making now includes the Leader of
this House, it is going to be a problem. I am telling you,
we are going to an extent where we will not recognize
your Speakership and any leadership in this House
because you do not take anything that we say seriously.
Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Butale, I do not believe
you are aware of what you are saying. Let me tell you
once again, when I am here, I am doing what you have
sent me to do and I use the Standing Orders. When I tell
you that I am still investigating, you should wait for me
to do the investigation. I really do not know what your
problem is. I know you want to intimidate me and I beg
you not to do that. Allow me to do my job; I want to
understand what actually transpired on the day. I beg
you.
Hansard No 181
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MR KHAN: On a point of procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, what I know from the information
I have is that the Honourable Vice President is the one
who have nominated Botsalo Ntuane. And in order to
get this settled so that we really know the truth of who
actually put Botsalo Ntuane’s name on the list and Mr
Saleshando’s name, it is best just to let it be transparent.
There is nobody arguing about that and I think both
sides of the aisle are in agreement, so there should be no
problem for you if we agree. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Khan, I understand
you very well. I said I was not presiding on the day; I
have the records of the proceedings that I will listen to.
I have also said that since names were from the floor,
if you cannot wait, those who nominated the names in
question can tell us, it is not wrong. Allow me to do my
job. I cannot say anything without any evidence.
Honourable Members, let us proceed. I believe
Honourable Members want to debate the State of the
Nation Address.

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S
SPEECH
Motion
(Resumed debate)
MR SPEAKER: When we adjourned yesterday,
Honourable Molao was on the floor and he has 20
minutes 30 seconds. He is not here and that means we
are proceeding, he will not get the chance to debate
again. The floor is open.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Since
Honourable Molao has been sent to the memorial
service, can that not be considered?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who sent him?
MR MOSWAANE: He is on national duty; we parted
with him on his way there.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: No, I was with him and Honourable
Nkaigwa.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Laughter)…
MR SPEAKER: Order. Honourable Moswaane, the
Standing Order says when the House resumes debate,
the member who was on the floor at adjournment
proceeds, so if he is not in, the floor is open.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you very much...
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MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure. I am
surprised Mr Speaker because according to my
understanding of the procedure of the House, you do not
choose who takes the floor while you are still standing.
Honourable Kgathi stood while you were still standing
and you have chosen him despite that. That is not right
Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, proceed. I have
heard Honourable Kgoroba and I am not going to
respond to him.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): I thank you Mr Speaker
for giving me this opportunity to also comment on the
President`s address. Firstly, let me send my condolences
to Matsha College students who had an accident; may
God heal them and comfort their families so that they
can have hope in life. The Ministry of Education and
Skills Development should know that this is something
that can affect these people for a long time. I trust the
ability of the Minister of Education that she will find a
way of monitoring these students going forward.
Secondly, I thank the President of the Republic of
Botswana for his commitment to the norm. Every
November we meet here for the State of the Nation
Address without failure. That is why I thank the
President for upholding the law of this Parliament.
I request Mr Speaker, as Romans 13 says, to respect our
leadership and I quote, “Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no authority except
that which God has established. Consequently, whoever
rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God
has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment
on themselves.” This book tells us what is happening
and it is something that we should take serious. What
we are saying about...
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I
thought we were responding to the State of the National
Address, but Honourable Kgathi is just in the freedom
square. Would you kindly guide the Honourable Member
to discuss what we are discussing right now?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Kgathi has
talked just slightly above 3 minutes. He is still making
introductory remarks. Let him do so until he gets to the
state of the nation address.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, ask him to relax. But...
MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I think
Honourable Mmolotsi meant that when Honourable
Kgathi wants to quote, he should request you and not
just say it like he is at the freedom square. Maybe that
is what he meant.
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MR SPEAKER: Order! No, he was saying the word of
God. If he knows it like Honourable Nkaigwa, it is okay.
He should just say it; we will go and read those verses
on our own.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, as the Deputy Secretary
of the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP), I want to tell
members of the BDP that these words should nurture
their respect for all leadership including Honourable
Boko as the leader of the Opposition. Mr Speaker, they
should respect Honourable Gaolathe for his position
and all other leaders. That is the advice I am giving
to my colleagues in the BDP and for the Umbrella
for Democratic Change (UDC) to be disparaging our
leadership in the Presidency, we are saying no to that
and we dedicate Romans 13 to you. Some of you here
claim to be church leaders yet you do not uphold what
the Holy Bible says.

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion (Resumed debate)
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, I was a teacher. I taught for
many years at Mater Spei and one of my former students
is here as the Member of Parliament, so he should name
his as well. His former students are at Ipelegeng. Mine
is here, I taught him from Form 1 up to Form 5. So let us
now get to the politics where we talk facts, and say what
our constituents have sent us to do not for us to come
here and enjoy immunity and disrespect our leadership.
We are saying no to our President, no to our leadership.
Now, the issue that...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

His Excellency President Khama is a pragmatic
leader. He is looking at the bigger picture of what he
wants for the country. Those of us who understand
him have realised that he is a visionary person. You
are only criticising. He has extensive knowledge and
compassionate about working for this country. That is
why you see him travelling across Botswana.

MR KGATHI: No clarification, my time is up. I
have a lot to say. Honourable Nkaigwa said that we
will not for training because Honourary Degrees are
awarded to anyone, my friend, you are misguided and
lost. President Khama is not the first President to be
awarded an honorary Degree. All the former Statesmen
in Africa and elsewhere have been given certificates.
By so saying you are disparaging the integrity of the
universities that honour those people. That is why I tell
you that those who honoured President Khama with
a Doctorate Degree said, ‘he is a voice of rationality,
democracy, human rights and the rule of law. This
university specialises in Political Science and public
Administration

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: What is it called?

MR KGATHI: There is not elucidation. That is why
you see him travelling around the country addressing
Batswana to hear their requests. In the BDP, we respect
President Khama. We are guided by Romans 13 for
we understand that he has been instituted by God, and
therefore, we should respect him.

MR KGATHI: Are asking what it is called, don’t you
read?

He is a man of his own level. No one here can even
match his level of fitness even at his age and his respect
for time. Honourable Members, let us not talk dirty
politics, we know one another. Honourable Mmolotsi
was a teacher and most of his former students are at
Ipelegeng.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
Honourable Kgathi is imputing improper motives on me.
My former students are doctors, teachers and nurses.
This man taught at Mater Spei College and right now,
we are dealing with his aftermaths at our constituencies.
So, caution him.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kgathi and
Honourable Mmolotsi, you are all the same. You know
one another and please I request you not to bring your
issues to this House. Let us focus on the State of the
Nation Address. Leave out what you know about one
another, otherwise you will cause trouble.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, please do not
address side remarks. Please focus on your debate, they
are derailing you.
MR KGATHI: I was still explaining issues of people
who want to disparage our leadership on cheap politics.
There are some critics who say that democracy has
regressed in this country. I say no to them and I want to
demonstrate that those people are not telling the truth.
They need to refresh their reading and their thinking.
You cannot say democracy has regressed in this country
when this country is renowned for accepting and to
respect court judgements. Not even one which the
Government displayed some contempt to and that is a
classic example of democracy. Our President is being
attacked in the newspapers, there is not even one who
has been remanded for these. The media is free in this
country to write the way they want to write, and that
is an epitome of democracy. The Kgotla meetings that
His Excellency the President holds; for your form 1
lessons, democracy is a government of the people, for
the people and by the people, that is a classic example
of democracy when he travels across the country and
addresses Kgotla meetings. This particular President,
Hansard No 181

13

Thursday 19th November, 2015
during his tenure, he has enabled unionisation of the
public officers in the country. This is a clear sign that
he wants all to have justice. We have political parties
sitting in parliamentary committees, this is a clear sign
of democracy.
MR KHAN: On a point of procedure Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, for about 15 minutes, that clock was stopped,
15 minutes since he has been speaking.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Khan, please address me
MR KHAN: Mr Speaker, we started at 20 minutes two
the start time, look at the time now. Calculate the time
MR SPEAKER: Order, Honourable Khan.
MR KHAN: No you are giving him an hour to debate,
the way he is making noise
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Khan, why do you like
causing trouble? You were rightfully showing me that
the clock has stopped, why are you fighting now?
They are looking at the time and they will correct it.
Honourable members, there is noise when honourable
Kgathi is on the floor. He will soon use some words that
will not hear and you will be calling for point of order
while I had not heard the words that he used. Please
minimise your noise and let us give him time to debate.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, please explain to them
that time is stopped as and when they call for point
of orders and procedure. The clock was stopped for
those reasons. I was still explaining that those who
say that democracy has regressed are missing the boat.
In Botswana, even when political parties boycott the
proceedings sometimes, we wait for them and then sit
with them in the parliamentary committees; that is to
show the democracy that is in this country. There are no
politically repressive laws in this country. If anybody
thinks so, whoever he is, let them explain that. We hold
elections every five years at a specified time. We have
seen politician throwing themselves on the floor asking
the security personnel to take them outside the chamber.
That is a classic example of democracy. Politicians in
this parliament throw themselves down for the police
officers to throw them out of the chamber…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order Mr Speaker.
Thank you very much Mr Speaker. I thought we were
serious in this house, but seemingly we are not. I wanted
to seek your clarification whether we are as a house in
order, he is imputing improver motives on the present
speaker. I did not throw myself down. I was brutalised
by this regime. Thank you very much.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
MR SPEAKER: Order. I do not know why you want
to make me a part of your deliberations. Honourable Dr
Butale you will have a chance to respond to honourable
Kgathi. Please do not include me in your issues, I am
neutral in this House.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, some members of the
opposition live under an illusion that they are more
intelligent than the majority Botswana Democratic Party
members and they think they can abuse us in a manner
that they want. They just speak anyhow they want and
they is no one who reprimands them. There is no such
politician. I was still on the issue of the leadership of
the ruling BDP; when his Excellency Sir Seretse Khama
Ian Khama took over in 2008, he was faced with the
economic downturn which showed the depreciation of
the diamond industry as well as unemployment figures
rising from 17 to 20 per cent. It is only through a good
and visionary leader who vowed to deal with such
challenges that no one was retrenched from work. On
comparison basis, the Republic of South Africa that
we are using as our benchmark, its employment rate
as of 2015, was at 26.4 percent, Zambia stood at 24.6
per cent as at March 2015 while Spain stood at 22.7
per cent. In comparative terms, Botswana is doing a
lot better and indications are there that the poverty rate
had gone down. Recently we had one opposition party
in a demonstration over the current water situation.
Honourable member, you do not strike to God, one can
only pray for God to provide rain. You cannot strike for
rain. You are also encouraged by some critics who tell
you that pipelines burst because of poor planning. I do
not think so. If indeed it is, we would need to take an
audit, way back in order to establish quality assurance
of these pipes. If indeed it was there, the company, the
board and everybody has to account for the situation.
Honourable Nkaigwa and others have rubbished the
prayer which was tendered by honourable Batshu.
What a hypocritical behaviour. The rain that we prayed
for has finally come. If at all you are pretending to be
God Fearing honourable Nkaigwa, please agree with
honourable Mangole to reinstate Sidney Pilane into the
party. Why do you want to prevent another person from
enjoying their rights?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR KHAN: Order Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, honourable
Kgathi speaks well but then he losses it along the way
and deviates from his debate and attacks people, in this
house, which is not proper in this House. I will retaliate
when it is my time to debate, then it will not be proper.
He should refrain from addressing particular people in
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this House and focus on the State of the Nation Address.
Like he said he wants to praise Dr Khama, let him do so.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members when
there is a call for point of order, we stop Honourable
Mokgware. I hear you Honourable Khan, but I think
he has not said anything that warrants me to stop him.
When I say I am listening I am waiting to call him to
order if he uses inappropriate words, so I am listening
intently.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...murmurs...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, get back to the
state of the nation address.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Mr Speaker, I am still
going to talk about the issue of democracy, an issue that
has been addressed on the chapter …
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. I had thought that you
would do your job Mr Speaker …
MR SPEAKER: Order!
saying?

Hey!hey! What are you

MR NKAIGWA: I am saying I had thought you would
do your job like we trust you to.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Sit down, Order! Honourable
Nkaigwa, if I give you the floor after calling for a Point
of Order, do not start by challenging me, what did you
just say I was supposed to do? Do not do that. Stand up
and do your Point of Order and not attack me. Stand and
state your Point of Order.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, I take it that
Honourable Kgathi is out of order and you are allowing
him to be, I do not know of any Member of Parliament
called Pilane here. I thought you would guide him so
that he does not use names of people who cannot answer
for themselves in this parliament. It is wrong for him
to use names of people who are not here at all in this
parliament, more so that it is a name of a crook who
are causing chaos in our government. Leave the witch
called Kgathi alone and bar him from using names of
people not here.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa I
thought you were correcting something that Honourable
Kgathi might have said that was not appropriate. Now,
you are worse! You are worse! You cannot point out that
Honourable Kgathi is using people’s names who are
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not here and then bring up issues of deceit, you cannot
do that. You are not correcting you are escalating the
matter. Now, Honourable Members, you know that you
are not supposed to use names of people who are not
here in this house to answer for themselves, you know
that you are supposed to address each other respectfully.
Now, Honourable Kgathi just address your issue and do
not use names of people who are not here Sir.
MR KGATHI: I was talking about someone who has
requested for membership at Gaborone North …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order
MR KGATHI: That is him. You know him.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane is calling for
Point of Order.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of Order. I wanted to compare
things and see if we are on the right track; this man is
using a word to say someone is a crook “lenweenwee”,
last time I had to take back a word called “lekwetsepe”,
so I request that this man take back his word, it is not
appropriate in this house.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He said “senweenwee”.
MR MOSWAANE: Yes he said a crook “senweenwee”,
that is breaking up parties; one who is breaking up the
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) and he was
referring to Mr Pilane, let him take back that word.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! You know what, I
have just been calling people to order, he did not say
“lenweenwee”, he said “senweenwee” that is broken
Setswana that I do not even know what it means.
Nevertheless, I still say stop using inappropriate words
in this Parliament. Let Honourable Kgathi debate, I
have also asked him to refrain from using inappropriate
words. I have also talked to Honourable Nkaigwa and
he is not on the floor, I cannot call him to speak again, I
have talked to him and he understands.
MR KGATHI: I have chosen the topic of democracy; I
am going to speak about it until I finish.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE:
Procedure. Procedure Mr. Speaker, I am getting more
and more worried, especially when it comes to the way
you treat Honourable Nkaigwa, who refused bluntly
last time to follow your order and he got away with
murder and he is still doing that. I am getting worried
Mr. Speaker, because you are not bringing Honourable
Nkaigwa to order. Last time he refused and he is still
repeating he is doing that and you just nurse him I do
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not know for what reason, I do not understand maybe it
is because he is a pastor.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! I have called him to
order, there is a difference between calling him to order
and maybe the fact that you are not happy about the
way I am calling him to order. Nevertheless do not be
impatient with him, his time will come and I am still
mentoring him, I am trying to show him the road he
is supposed to be taking. Do not be impatient and he
understands as well, his time will come.
MR KGATHI: Thank you Mr. Speaker, some
Opposition …
MR MOSWAANE: Procedure. Mr. Speaker I
am not happy with the way things are being done
here. Are you saying if I had referred to people, as
“sekwetsepe” were you going to make me take back
that word? I said “makwetsepe” and right now this one
is saying “manweenwee” and then turn around and say
“senweenwee” and he escapes unscathed just because
he put an ‘s’ on the word, yesterday he said we are fools,
and he was not required to take back the word because
his microphone was not on. He is getting away with so
many things; yesterday he said “Democrats are fools”
and it was said his microphone was off and I went on to
ask if I should turn off mine and say something to him
so that I may not take it back because my microphone
would have been off too.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is a pastor …
MR MOSWAANE: No. the way he does things is unparliamentary.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane I have heard
you, but I said to you that I have brought Honourable
Nkaigwa to order; it is on the record that I did bring
him to order. I do not know how you want me to do
that. I have brought him to order and I told you that I
understand your concerns, and he understands as well
that he erred. Nevertheless I said everyone has their day.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(MS
VENSON- MOITOI): Point of order, Mr. Speaker let
us not make your job difficult, I take it that we penned
standing orders that say your ruling is final. Some days
you will make a ruling that we would not like and I
wanted to say even if we do not like your ruling we will
be forced to accept it for the sake of peace and progress
in the house.
In this case of Honourable Nkaigwa, number one you
said he is not on the floor; therefore you do not have
access to him to make a ruling on his matter. Secondly,
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on yesterday’s issue he was not on the floor, which means
he has learnt tricky ways of getting around with his
words knowing that he will not be caught. Nevertheless
his day will come and right now we should be giving
you time since you have realized this issue. Now, I am
humbly requesting my colleagues to give Honourable
Kgathi a chance to finish speaking so that we do not
make your job difficult. I take it that we should bring
ourselves to order Mr. Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Mother of the
House, “mmangwana o tshwara thipa ka fa bogaleng”,
indeed.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker…
MR MOSWAANE: Procedure. I wanted to understand
clearly that you are saying when someone is not on the
microphone he insults willingly without them being
brought to order? I do not understand that.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane I think
I made a ruling on that so stop going back and forth
with me.
MR MOSWAANE: I wanted to understand.
MR SPEAKER: If you want to understand I will
explain to you when we are outside. I made a ruling so
leave that issue alone.
MR KGATHI: Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle are crybabies, they throw stones
at us and think that we are just going to keep quiet. We
are not going to. We are going to continue talking to you
the way you want us to talk to you, answering you and
showing you. I will not mention names of people who
are not in this parliament because the names break your
hearts about the thoughts you are having.
Now, we saw during the time President Khama got
into power that some projects were set aside because
of lack of funds. Right now things are better and we are
talking about the Economic Stimulus Package, which I
will address later; nevertheless we did something that
a lot of developed countries could not do. We have not
retrenched public servants, not a single one of them. We
are still keeping them. We are still giving the elderly
people their old age pension; we also pay the world war
veterans.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction Mr Speaker.
MR KGATHI: No, there is nothing to correct, yesterday
you were refusing to yield. Destitute cash allowance,
the numbers of Ipelegeng participants were increased at
such a time; we are currently still paying people living

Thursday 19th November, 2015
with disabilities. That is why I am saying the BDP
(Domkrag) government is doing a good job.
Bringing this down to my constituency, in Bobirwa as
we speak, 42 projects under Ipelegeng are implemented
at our constituency at the amount of P12 million;
sustenance programme P3 million; 3 054 old age
pensioners are benefitting; 2 769 beneficiaries were
paid such an amount of money. This is something that
in my constituency 42 world war veterans are paid
cumulatively, P17 500. This is an arrangement which
has reduced poverty, the consequences of drought and
needs along those lines. That is why I am saying…
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you are not
trying to cheat, right?
MR MMOLOTSI: No. Mr Speaker, this House is out
of order because the Minister is deliberately misleading
this House. According to what His Honour the Vice
President said a few months ago, this Government has
come up with a policy called Early Exit Policy where
4 000 people are released from their jobs every year and
their positions are not filled.
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the age of 45 they are supposed to be relieved of such
jobs. Therefore for him to say voluntary, we are hearing
this for the first time. Maybe he is disagreeing with his
leader’s vice. The second thing is that I am troubled
by…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you are not
raising any point of order; you are abusing that provision.
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, let me conclude by saying
there is a government programme called Ipelegeng,
whose owner is shunning it and implying that people
who take part in it are not ‘people.’ So he has to explain
to us whom them created that programme for.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, I asked you to
go into the point of order, now you are not making a
point of order, you are just talking about something else.
Please do not do that Honourable Member.
MR KGATHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was still
explaining that the reason why people are still voting
for the BDP (Domkrag) is because it is a party which
implements the promises they give people. For 49 years,
Batswana have been enjoying prosperity under the BDP
leadership.

Secondly, we know Mr Speaker that people who were
working as cleaners in the Hospital, potters and as
gardeners and staff like that were retrenched because
their services were outsourced. Therefore for the
Minister to come here and pretend that everything is
glory, it is very unfair and dishonest. Therefore, we
would like the Minister to retract what he said with
regard to that issue of not retrenching people.

Last time we released a pledge card which I want to
assure you that as the BDP we are implementing it. We
spoke at the beginning that we want to create jobs for
Batswana, this would not be the beginning, but it would
be a continuation. I want to give an example of the
constituents who sent me here; the Youth Development
Fund (YDF) programme has already assisted 112 youth
with funds above P12 million which…

MR SPEAKER: No, but that was not a point of order.
That is why I asked you if you do not want to cheat. You
are trying to correct was he said, but because you have
asked me there is no correction which you are going to
get from me. If he cannot allow you to say it, there is no
way I am going to force him. You know what Standing
Order 53.1 says.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MR KGATHI: I have heard you. The people who vote
for you do not really know you. If they knew that you
are someone who is always against the truth, they would
not vote for you.

Secondly, we said we want to get rid of poverty. In
my constituency, it has been proven that 45 projects
have been funded by CEDA. Since I am a Member
of Parliament who always goes to the constituency I
inform people that there is CEDA, and there is ISPAAD.
I am telling you today that in Bobirwa 45 people have
received assistance from CEDA; five of them are under
property, 41 are agricultural business, nine are under
services. All of them which have been done amounting
to over P29 million. They have created jobs for over 194
people in this area.

Early Exit Policy is voluntary and that is not
retrenchment. That is why I was saying your former
students are found at Ipelegeng. The English words
have to be understood the way they should…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
what we were told by the Vice President is that there
are some jobs in government which according to their
priorities, they have realised that when people reach

MR KGATHI: Hey! Look at the things in your
constituency. I am talking about Bobirwa, what do you
want to say? So these are programmes which are doing
well. There are Gender Affairs programmes which are
also doing well.

Poverty eradication projects; 223 beneficiaries have
been funded, and they are progressing. They have
Hansard No 181
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220 projects. I am explaining things which are in my
constituency, that is why I win every election. One
hundred and fifty three (153) have been packaged, that
is what I am talking about. Rehabilitation and income
generating projects; Ipelegeng projects of such and such
a number.

these programmes are for the youth and when we look
at the number of youths in Francistown South who have
benefitted from these programmes, they are lower than
in all constituencies.

When you rise here to speak please advocate for your
constituencies. There is traffic in Gaborone, and someone
rises here to say, “Hey, Honourable Batshu’s prayer was
not good!” Talk about the traffic in Gaborone. Talk
about the congestion of traffic going to Phakalane. Talk
about the need for a police station. Talk to the Minister
who is very attentive who is responsible for defence and
ask for a police station. That is what we want you to
talk about. I am explaining as a Member of Parliament
for the area that I am looking at the fact that the houses
for the orphans at Tsetsebjwe and Mothabaneng were
constructed in this financial year and they were worth
about P100 000. Three RADS were built at Lepokole
at the cost of P300 000. In Moletemane, Molalatau,
Bobonong and Semolale we have built houses for four
destitutes worth P400 000. This is something I am proud
of and I am saying we are using these programmes by
the BDP (Domkrag) government, and we are telling
them how they should be implemented.

MR KGATHI: Because of opposing, and he went about
telling the youth that bee production is a programme of
the BDP which we... (Interruptions)... to explain here.

Beneficiaries of ISPAAD have used over P6 million.
Ninety-one took advantage of the past rains and
ploughed.

MR KGATHI: This is not kindergarten, it is a political
playing ground, so if the kitchen is hot, walk out. So,
the overall pass rate at the junior secondary schools in
my constituency is 64.9 per cent. This shows the level of
involvement of the Member of Parliament and the BDP
has indicated that it intends to improve the education
sector through the Economic Stimulus Package.

The third one at the top of our priorities list is education;
on the pledge card we said education. As a Member of
Parliament I am proud to say the constituency that I
come from the enrolment at the Bobonong Brigade has
increased. Right now there are over 200 students who
are attending at the Brigade.
In Matshekge…
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker. We are
listening attentively to you Honourable Member for
Bobirwa. What you saying and what you are pointing out,
you are giving free education to those who are surprised
as if they are hearing about these programmes from you
for the first time. Are you saying that amount of money,
those figures as they are occurring in your constituency,
do you multiply by 57 constituencies which is being
done by the BDP government (Domkrag)?
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): … I will explain
hypocrisy later. When I was still the Minister of Youth,
Sport and Culture, I advised my friend Mmolotsi that
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Because of opposing.

MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, it is
surprising that you can allow Minister Kgathi to go
astray this much. Firstly, he is not telling the truth when
he says he said something to me, secondly, he does not
have statistics of how constituencies are performing
in terms of youth programmes uptake, and you are
allowing him to lie in parliament.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, that is not a
point of order. You are the one out of order. When you
do not agree with what he is saying you say ‘correction’
and if he denies you that opportunity, you will correct
what he is saying at the time when you take the floor
to debate since you have not debated. So, if he is not
insulting you, let him talk and you will correct him
when you take the floor. You are the one out of order.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: I am counting his former students.
Then in 16 primary schools in my constituency with
enrolment of 8, 506 we had a pass rate of 70.5 per cent
in 2014.
Paragraph 4 Mr Speaker which talks about elimination
of mother to child transmission, we have seen IDCCs
being developed in Gobojango and Mathathane as well
as provision of ARVs to all clinics in the constituency.
This really testifies that indeed we are upholding the
BDP programmes in the Bobirwa constituency.
Economic Stimulus Package, this is all about injection
of money to speed those projects and the outcome of it
would be employment creation, generating and boosting
the economy.
Now ESP has been pledged by the BDP government as
a deliberate bold decision. It is a landmark decision that
this Government has made, that must be understood, a

Thursday 19th November, 2015
landmark decision which has unsettled many people at
the moment.
Mr Speaker, I was here yesterday and asked you to give
me the chance to name those who criticise the ESP here
in Parliament but when we go out, they ask us what they
can benefit from it. One of them is Butale who asked me
what he can gain from the ESP.
DR P. BUTALE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, in
as much as I am entertained by the jokes from the
Honourable Minister, I think when we are talking about
serious national issues, you need to intervene when the
Honourable Member seeks to mislead the House. I do
not know what kind of an animal ESP is, I would not
have asked for that which I do not know what it is. So,
I think you need to retract and continue debating in the
proper manner according to the rules of this House.
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, he was giving an example.
If he is not telling the truth, just say this man is accusing
me so that he responds to that and since you are saying
that, Honourable Kgathi, Honourable Butale is saying
you are accusing him; please try to be frank in what you
are saying.
MR KGATHI: We were two, I and Butale...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Laughter.
MR KGATHI: The other one who asked me is
Honourable Mohammed Khan. He asked me, “Will
I benefit something from the ESP?” he said we wish
the Molepolole Police station could be extended. In
Parliament, my colleagues criticise the ESP, but when
we go outside they want to benefit. Let me tell you my
character. I am going to take this Hansard and go and
read it at the Kgotla that you were against the ESP. I
am going to tell that you were condemning it to no
degree when we explained that we wanted to bring
developments through this programme. You think when
you are here people cannot hear what you are saying.
We plead with Molale to televise the proceedings so that
people can see how you are behaving.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR KGATHI: I do not have time for clarification.
Mr Speaker the time is now for the BDP to have
decided to implement the ESP. The BDP is working
tirelessly to see how it is going to be implemented. I
am not intimidated by what I hear Honourable Members
decrying. They know what the ESP is going to do to
their political standing. This landmark decision will
take us forward, it is a bold decision which reaffirms
the BDP`s commitment to employment creation. That is
why we are saying we will try to go and explain.
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Yesterday, Honourable Keorapetse said the ESP is not
working in Selebi-Phikwe and I am going to read the
Hansard to the people there; as well as Honourable
Boko and Honourable Nkaigwa.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Is the ESP already
working?
MR KGATHI: The political and community response
towards ESP Mr Speaker, there is a legitimate
expectation from Batswana that it will benefit them.
That is what we are hoping. ESP is a clarion call to
all Batswana, the industry, the business individuals,
collectively and individually to stand up and develop
our country. ESP injects money to boost our economy
and create employment for Batswana. ESP is calling
for patriotism. It needs someone who is patriotic about
his/her country; someone who cannot derail the civil
society from doing their jobs and later seek to be voted
by saying the ESP has not been implemented.
That is why I am saying Mr Speaker, safe for the editorial
that was read by Honourable Boko, I have not heard
anything. It was a poem and Honourable Boko could
have received P25 000 for the poem he recited here had
he competed in the President`s Day competitions. It
was an excellent piece that contained no essence. I want
Batswana to have hope that we are going to bring ESP
to them. I keep on referring to the UDC; I do not want
to say anything about BCP because it is liquidating. It
is being mortgaged and we have taken our share in the
likes of Lotty Manyepetsa, Majadibodu and the UDC is
taking...
MR SPEAKER: I said you should not use names of
people who are not here.
MR KGATHI: My apologies.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Procedure
Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, you should guide the Minister.
I request that he should stop calling people who are not
here as ‘shares’ and even name them. The Minister is
debating well Mr Speaker, but you have allowed him
to say whatever he wants to say. He is debating freely
in two languages and you have allowed him. He should
choose one language and since he is good in Setswana,
he should use Setswana and refrain from using English.
Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, start off by
withdrawing the words you used as well as the names
of the people you mentioned, then you proceed with the
debate.
MR KGATHI: with due respect I have withdrawn the
words that I have used. Botswana Congress Party is
Hansard No 181
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liquidating, every other party is vying for the remaining
members to beef up their own party. That is why we
told honourable Keorapetse not to disclose the fact that
they are to join Umbrella for Democratic Change. I
therefore do not understand why they are going to an
unsettled house as honourable Mangole is messing it
up. Honourable Mangole is breaking up UDC and he is
serious about it. We know him, he is fond of doing that,
his character shows…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)...
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of procedure. Honourable
Speaker, I just wanted to say that when we get back and
it is my turn to speak, please explain to me if we are
responding to the State of the Nation Address or we can
talk of other issues at the honourable member is talking
about BCP. We do not know how far off he is with the
Speech. When I take the floor, Pease allow me to talk
like he is, and please do not disrupt me.
MR SPEAKER: I am listening to honourable Kgathi,
and if you could all listen to him, you will get his
point. We both prepared notes to respond to the State
of the Nation Address, please do not disrupt others
when they are on the floor. Everyone is representing
their constituency but we have to use acceptable words
otherwise you will be provoking me
MR KGATHI: Honourable Member, you request to
debate like me, but you cannot manage
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
MR KGATHI: So be who you are so that Gaborone
Central constituents know exactly who you are. I was
still talking about ESP. as the BDP we have realised that
we have a challenge and that challenge is manifesting in
the form of bureaucracy. We are prepared to find ways
to deal with this challenge. I want to assure that we will
support them, and that they should not doubt anything.
We shall support them in realising their dreams of selfsustenance. That is why I am saying that ESP is calling
for patriotism so that it gets the direction of where you
are going. Mr Speaker, I want to devote a few minutes
to the character of the opposition which is a recipe for
an obstacle to success in this country. That is my thesis.
The character of the opposition is a recipe for failure of
everything that we wish for. Just yesterday one member
said that Khama has promised people things which he
did not deliver on…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: President Khama. Then I advised him
to say that the biggest promise which disappointed
Batswana more is when the BCP promised to win
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elections to a point where they drafted the State of
the Nation speech. We want to see the draft, reveal it!
People did measurements at the State House discreetly,
and people being told that they ready to lead. Therefore
that is the biggest disappointment that you delivered to
Batswana.
Mr Speaker, I want to talk about the character of
the opposition. It is all about political posturing,
sensationalism, Batswana should disregard opposition
because they are all about political posturing. There
is no rationality and reality. The bulk of the behaviour
is very childish, ignorant of the current government
procedure.
Sensationalists; in his grave Gomolemo Motswaledi,
he would resign from the party if he realised that
people used his passing to gain political mileage. These
characters have got a record high number of times of
boycotting parliament proceedings. Is it the 11th or 10th
Parliament?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: 11th
MR KGATHI: 11th Parliament has got a record high
number of opposition members boycotting Parliament
proceedings. When people have voted for you in order
for you to represent them and then you decide to walk
away and not vote… well done honourable Bathobakae
and Kgosi Lotlamoreng II, you have been sent to
represent your constituents; that is a true character of
a leader. Your constituents will applaud you. There
has been an exhibition of ‘EFF’ tendencies here. EFF
tendencies.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KGATHI: No, we want to tell you off because you
insult us when you are on the floor, you tell us of how
ignorant we are in the speeches, and Boko said that in
this House. Honourable Kesupile told us how stupid we
are. You think that we will sit down and lie back, no you
will get it. So just sit back, relax and enjoy it. Listen;
politics is a game of numbers. If you think you are not
enough to make any influence in change of policy, go
back and leave us here. Politics is a game of numbers,
you come here and commit, look at page five of Boko’s
speech
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR KGATHI: Okay, Leader of Opposition. In page
five of his 2014 speech, if you allow me to quote Mr
Speaker
MR SPEAKER: Go ahead and quote.
MR KGATHI: He said, “Batswana said they want
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change; they expect change and they demand change.”
He carries on to say, “We are not the majority party. We
are not the party that has formed government. We do not
hold the levers of administrative and executive power to
effect the extent of the change that our people deserve.”
This is a clear admission of failure even right from the
beginning. It is a clear admission of failure. Politics is a
game of numbers. If you do not have the numbers, what
do you want here? Go home. You are the ones who are
causing trouble for yourselves and then think that you
are going to divide this BDP. This BDP is united more
than ever.

are products of voter trafficking, if he does not withdraw
he should provide us with evidence. That is the practice
of this House. If it has changed then we are equally
capable of answering back because this Honourable
Member who won with only a couple of votes, coming
here to tell us he is holier-than-thou. Honourable
Speaker, I think you need to make ruling here, and save
us from this behaviour of the Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP), of a small intellect, being even smaller
continuing to overlook better man for a man who cannot
even distinguish between an asylum seeking and visa
application.

Mr Speaker, some of them are a product of voter
trafficking. You are here as a result of voter trafficking.
I want to tell you. It is over. You are a product of voter
trafficking. If you still want to deny it I will prove it to
you.

MR SPEAKER: Order! I allowed you to speak
Honourable Butale knowing very well that you are going
to go out of the way. You were doing so well asking
Honourable Kgathi to stop provoking you without any
evidence, but now you are out of order.

DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, if this
is not imputing improper motives, I do not know what
it will be. I challenge the Honourable Minister standing
on the floor, we are used to him telling untruths and
coming to withdraw. He should provide evidence now
that we are products of voter trafficking, if not he should
withdraw. We are used to him withdrawing, telling
another untruth and withdrawing again tomorrow. He
should provide proof right now.

Honourable Kgathi, I have ruled that you refrain from
talking about the things that when asked questions you
cannot provide evidence.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, please do not
say the things that you may fail to provide evidence for
when asked to.
MR KGATHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me
move on with my debate. Who-ever on earth thought
somebody coming two weeks before elections would
outrun Saleshando, such a vibrant politician. Oh! My
goodness! Batswana are …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR KGATHI: Batswana lost hope, they thought
they were expecting something better and we are
consistently going to prove how useless you are, those
in the opposition. Between now and 2019 that you are
hoping to get something, we are going to demonstrate
how unable you are. Who on earth would have
thought Dumelang Saleshando could lose? Never! Oh
my goodness, you know if there was any Member of
Parliament who could ask for commission of inquiry,
we were going to be able to …
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I
asked the Honourable Member to provide us with
evidence on the accusation he made yet you allowed
him to continue with his insinuations without giving us
evidence. I ask you again, Honourable Kgathi said we

MR MOREMI: On point of order. Mr Speaker the
thing is we are not able to clarify what you are saying
because according to you evidence can be requested
from Honourable Kgathi, the evidence that is not there.
Honourable Butale wanted Honourable Kgathi to
provide proof because he is continuing to call him voter
trafficker. You are not supposed to make that ruling and
reprimand Honourable Butale
MR SPEAKER: Order! I am reprimanding Honourable
Butale because he is now out of order.
Honourable Kgathi sit correctly. Do you have the
proof of voter trafficking that you were talking about
Honourable Member? If you do not have it withdraw
the words where you said “these men in the opposition
came here through backdoor”. However if you have the
evidence you can present it here.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, Independent Electoral
Commission (IEC) complained of apparent voter
trafficking. In Bobirwa we took a case to Magistrate
Court, Botswana Congress Party (BCP) carried people
to Moletemane. That case is there; you can go and
retrieve it. I would like to continue…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kgathi, do not get
yourself in trouble. We are talking about the Members
of Parliament who are here. At least we understand
with the Bobirwa case because it is at the court of law
and he is here. Then it means he just won even if there
were such issues of trafficking. If you do not have the
evidence you can just withdraw and we continue or just
provide the evidence.
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MR KGATHI: In the interest of progress and time, I
withdraw these words…
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Honourable
Kgathi should withdraw with nothing attached like you
always say. He should withdraw, not in the interest of
anything; he has no proof so he should withdraw.
MR SPEAKER: Look here Honourable Butale, it
seems like you want to waste our time. I said he should
withdraw he has done that, what do you want now?
Continue debating.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, no Mr Speaker! You
said it would not be accepted if it has some attachments.
MR SPEAKER: Order! How many of you are Speakers
of this House now?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: If you are failing to
solve it we will help you.
MR SPEAKER: You have talked about the State of
Nation address so do you want to go to Maun? Do
not go out of Order. I said Honourable Kgathi should
withdraw, he did. I heard him saying he withdraws, so
what are you saying now?
Honourable Kgathi when you withdraw you just say “I
withdraw,” simple, I do not want to hear anything else.
MR KGATHI: I withdraw. Mr Speaker, I want to
continue with the character of the Opposition. I wrote
that the Opposition...
MR SPEAKER: Order Honourable Kgathi as you
continue with the character of the Opposition. At this
time, for your convenience Honourable Members, I
would suspend the proceedings for 20 minutes. Please
be back here at 1620hrs. Whoever does not want to go
out is welcome to sit there and wait for us to come back.

quote critiqued the pledge card where we said we plan
to improve employment creation, and he said there is
no targeted strategy. We then came up with a targeted
strategy to create employment; he stood up and said, this
is all a desire to loot. What hypocrisy! I was a teacher;
I would give zero to this because it is plagiarism. This
is why I am pleading to you that we should advice this
nation; it is banking on us for progress.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of correction.
MR KGATHI: No, there is no correction. Let me
continue with one of my topics. I want to talk about
the employee relations. We have hope, and we are
grateful for the fact that, we are seeing progress between
employer/employee, especially in the public sector
regarding conditions of service for public servants.
As the Botswana Democratic Party (Domkrag), we are
supporting and encouraging the Bargaining Council
to arise and advocate for civil servants with regard to
improving their conditions of service. This is something
that we really want to encourage. We are happy about the
new developments like the extension of the repayment
period of loans for Government Employee Motor
Vehicle and Residential Property Advance Scheme
(GEMVAS) which have been extended from 10 years
to 20 years. This thing will improve the situation. When
a public servant buys a vehicle or a house, rather than
pay for 10 years, they would be able to pay slowly for
20 years and do other things which would be able to
help them. I am encouraging the Bargaining Council
and all the relevant stakeholders to come up with other
initiatives which will improve the working conditions
for civil servants. This is what I want to encourage.

MR SPEAKER: Order! I thank you for coming back to
this House. Let us continue, Honourable Kgathi you are
left with 11 minutes 45 seconds.

One of the other things which have been done is
augmenting the Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA)
programme to include the middle income earners in the
civil service. This is whereby, a civil servant who has
worked for years without being able to build a house
would be assisted by SHHA. I would like to request
the Minister of Lands and Housing to find a way of
improving this SHHA programme such that, the houses
which the civil servants request for,would be at a level
of Principal Officers.

MR KGATHI: I thank you Mr Speaker. I wanted to
quote from Honourable Boko’s 2014 speech just to show
that Opposition thrives on editing programmes and the
mandate of Botswana Democratic Party and to plagiarise.
If you can refer to Paragraph 30 of Honourable Boko’s
speech, where he talked about unemployment, I quote
“We advocate targeted measures to support employment
creation. There is need to identify areas where job
creation is possible which we term Job Drivers.” This

The other thing which was done was leave augmentation,
public officers have been given two extra leave days so
that, those who come from far would not use up their
normal leave days when travelling. These are some
of the things that we are grateful for as they will try
to improve the conditions of service for civil servants.
Since I am here talking as a Member of Parliament from
the BDP (Domkrag), I want to assure you that, I support
any good intentions or ideas that are brought forward.

PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED FOR
APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES FROM 1600
HRS UNTIL 1620HRS
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When these ideas are taken to the Cabinet, we will
support and advocate for their implementation. What
I can request from you politicians is that, you should
desist from trying to influence the civil service, so that
the talks can go on smoothly. There are some who are
trailing behind in terms of who can advocate for them;
the private media. I wish they could also have a union
which can advocate for them on issues of salaries.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: And the soldiers.
MR KGATHI: These people have been trained. But
if they write something which warrants for the paper to
be sued, they end up being blamed and they are asked
to resign; but if they were trained, the officer would
defend themselves, knowing their rights. They should
also have gratuity benefits which when they have
resigned or retired they would boast and be proud to
say, “I was working for Mmegi, I was working for the
Guardian and a particular radio station.” My request is
that, it should also be looked into and noted that, when
the public servants fall under the Bargaining Council,
there are others who are left behind. The soldiers and the
police officers have their own arrangement Honourable
Member.
Moving towards the end, under the Chapter of Youth,
Sport and Culture which is Paragraph 158. I want to thank
all the players and athletes of Botswana who are making
this country proud, and keep doing so continually. Let
me thank the Zebras who have shown that, we are
indeed a nation of blue, black and white; they made this
country proud by beating Mali in Francistown.
I want to thank the people of Francistown who have made
Francistown the home of the Zebras by giving them
that warmth and love. When they play in Francistown
they know that they have a cushion which will be able
to encourage them. They play in a ground which was
built by the BDP (Domkrag) government, which during
the time of the economic downturn minimal funds we
used to build the stadium of such a calibre. That was
not the only stadium, the one you were condemning is
now here. I keep getting carried away, Lord pardon me I
want to come back on track.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR KGATHI: You were condemning the idea
Honourable Members. I really want to thank the athletes
of Botswana, they make us proud. We are a force to
reckon with in the world agenda of sport. That is why
I was saying, we are moving ahead along those lines.
These days when there is an athletic competition, people
want to know whether Nijel Amos and Isaac Makwala
will be there.
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These are some of the things which were initially
condemned by the other Honourable Members. I saw
you last time Honourable Nkaigwa cheering and
clapping hands when Zebras scored. These are the
things you were condemning. I am talking about the
support of these youth that they should be encouraged
from schools. These are results of the programmes we
were doing of Constituency tournaments which you
were condemning. People like Segolame Boy handling
the ball, facing the goal posts; you begging him to score.
I am saying these are the results we are seeing today.
Now when I say you are hypocrites colleagues, I would
be referring to things like these. We can produce a
television clip where you were celebrating the Zebras.
If you were not happy for the Zebras tell Batswana that
you were not happy.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. The Honourable Member is out of order. I did
not even attend the match in Francistown. I was just
in my house with my wife and children. So, I think he
should withdraw that statement because he is misleading
this House.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, Honourable
Nkaigwa says he did not clap hands, you did not see
him, you saw someone who looks like him.
MR KGATHI: When you are at home watching
television, you can still clap hands. Let me continue
Mr Speaker, and thank these young people for making
us proud. I am asking the nation to also encourage and
support the youth of Botswana. Through sport one can
work and make a living, and also make the country
proud. Let us continue encouraging and supporting our
young people.
Let us dialogue with the Ministry of Education and
Skills Development, that programme is there that, when
a child has a special knowledge or talent in sport they
would be given a scholarship. When they are there, there
is a special training, and they can make progress whilst
there are there. We have done that with Isaac Makwala
and all other students benefited from the programme of
talent identification.
Now I want to say Honourable Minister Olopeng, there
is a stadium which is in the pipeline in Bobirwa. I have
young people with special talent in Bobirwa and they
require a stadium. So that stadium should build.
I want to talk about this last issue which I have written
here, it is just a reminder to the nation that Facebook
is good and it is meant to enhance friendship and other
business related matters; but let me put this across as
a reminder that, there are some instances whereby the
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negative sides of it might call on the Police to apply
the Penal Code in circumstances which are not good.
Like for example, posting scenes of crime, murder or
any incidents that are of serious nature, sharing of any
information that might jeopardise investigations by
security agents. So, as the leadership , we should continue
advising people that, this is new technology and it could
end up causing people to be involved in controversial
issues. With those words, I would like to thank the
Speaker for giving me the opportunity to debate, I would
also urge my colleagues to take heed of the time. Amen.
MR GAOLATHE (GABORONE BONNINGTON
SOUTH): Thank you Mr Speaker for this opportunity. I
rise to respond to the State of the Nation Address by the
President of the Republic of Botswana. I cannot do so
without expressing sorrow and anguish for the travesty
and loss of so many young souls which money and any
form of tears can never replace but our faith and hope
is that, the love that they have planted, one day will reemerge in the future of shaping this country to where
it should be. I cannot also respond before I welcome
our new Member of Parliament, Kgosi Lotlamoreng
II. The other Member of Parliament has already been
welcomed.
One of the things that we are doing as a people is that, we
are pursuing a vision. We may call this vision in many
names and we may express it in different ways but the
vision is that the day will come when every child, every
citizen of this country knows, understands and believes
that they can become anything that they want to become,
if they applied themselves diligently and creatively and
we know that this vision may manifest itself in different
ways to different people. To some people, this vision
may manifest itself through the creation of employment
opportunities. To some people, it may manifest itself by
opportunity to have a house; a roof over their heads. To
some communities this dream manifests itself through
the development of certain sectors in the economy.
Whatever this dream is, no matter how you express
it and no matter how it manifests itself, the economy
needs to grow in order to feed and facilitate this dream.
We know that in growing the economy, the economy
has to develop certain sectors and in a small country
like Botswana, we know we cannot grow every single
sector and there is almost a consensus around the need
to grow specific sectors such as the energy sector. I
think everybody agrees that we need to grow the energy
and water sectors. We need to have some form of
manufacturing if this country is to prosper.
We know that we need to develop the tourism sector
because this country has special assets that are found
nowhere but in this country, so there are specific sectors
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that we know that in order for us to achieve this vision,
we need to develop them. We know that neither can
these sectors be developed nor can we pursue this vision,
unless we ensure that our institutions, the systems by
which we pursue certain things, our regulations, certain
types of infrastructure, culture, the work ethic of our
people, our oversight institutions, we know that these
things will not be possible unless we get these enablers
correct.
What I want to talk about today is what we would do
if we were in Government. I want to talk about the
things that need to be done, the things that this country
needs to get right, in order to achieve this vision. One
of the things that we as the Government in waiting
consider to be the most critical aspects that will allow
us to achieve this vision, is what we call transformation,
innovation and others call it change. We need to do
things differently. We need to do things with a sense of
creativity. We need to innovate. This innovations entails;
the manner in which we will marshal this country’s
resources, whether it is the research and development,
whether it is institutions, our human resources or our
natural resources, the manner in which we will marshal
these resources to create new types of industry, to create
new ways of doing things is the key, it is the core, it
is what defines this innovation, this transformation that
we say is necessary to catapulting this country to the
stratosphere that it deserves to be catapulted to. There
are 3 aspects that I will talk to relating to some of the
fundamental things…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR GAOLATHE: I will not have enough time, maybe
try me later. There are 3 fundamental things that we
need to be looking at when we talk about transformation
and innovation. The environment of our institutions
particularly business institutions, what others might call
the business success factors;
(i) We need to conscientise our people. The people
themselves need to be receptive to the idea that in
order for this country to flourish, they themselves
have to be embracing to change, that they need to
have open minds and open hearts for the need to do
things differently. Things not done by other people
out there and institutions out there but change
from within as well. We need to promote a culture
of entrepreneurship in a particular sense and I
will speak to how we will be doing that. We need
to have a system in which our universities, our
research and development centres and institutions
are constantly tuning patents, tuning new ways of
doing things; proprietary ways of doing things.
We need to ensure that our institutions adopt
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information technology as a platform and I will
explain later what we mean by that.
(ii) Our regulatory environment. There are certain
areas where we have the right regulatory
environment and one of those areas is in the area
of telecommunications but we know that in the
area of energy and water, we still insist on the need
of a water and power regulator in order to open up,
transform, modernise and make more effective our
energy and water sectors. I will speak to some of
those issues later.
(iii) When we talk about this innovation or
transformation, we are also talking about what we
call our innovation policy system and ecosystem.
We are fragmented, as a country, in terms of
different research institutions, subsisting on their
own, independently even of financing institutions.
We need a framework that will ensure that there is
a collaboration between and marrying of all these
institutions, some which are thinking institutions,
some financing institutions and others are culture
inculcating institutions. We need to be able to
marry and coordinate these institutions.
One of the major impediments to the development
of this country is that we have a Legislature and a
Parliament system which does not have the tools to
perform its supervisory mandate as a Parliament.
When you look at for instance the Committee on
Finance Estimates which committee is supposed to
be the committee that determines how much monies
are approved to be channelled towards certain sectors,
certain infrastructures, tens and billions of Pula’s, this
committee does not have the manpower to do this. This
committee does not even have a framework to do this.
You have a committee that does not have the human
resource infrastructure to allocate billions of Pula’s to
projects and you expect a country to excel and flourish.
That is not possible. This compromises the quality of
projects in this country. This compromises the extent to
which we are able to develop even the sectors that we
have identified as sectors that are necessary for us to
take the next catapult.
One of the things we need to do as part of this
transformation is to ensure that the Legislature is
provided with the tools, the infrastructure and the
human resources to be able to have the committee
system to provide the right supervision to the Executive.
This supervision is not intended to fight the Executive.
It is intended to enhance the work of the Executive. It is
intended to refine the work of the Executive.
Right now there is talk of an Economic Stimulus Package
(ESP), whatever the nature of this animal, even if it were
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a brilliant and elegant and transformative animal, if you
do not have the human resource infrastructure at the
supervisory level, that is able to say the impact of this,
and in every progressive democracy this Parliament
would have been able even to give us an independent
impact analysis of what this ESP, its impact on growth,
its impact on distribution of income, its impact on
employment creation, if we had that infrastructure or
architecture at the Legislative level, we would have
been talking of a country which is well and en-route to
this great vision that we are all pursuing, regardless of
which political party we are in.
When you look at our planning system and I think
government deserves some credit for some of the things
that our planning system has been able to achieve. We
have had a planning system that has entailed national
development plans, which has given this country an
element of discipline and proper prioritisation in certain
instances, but there is opportunity for us to enhance
this system. This opportunity lies in us going further
and developing a performance management framework
and system. We need to be able as a country to say this
is our target, these are our health targets, Honourable
Malesu. These are the things that we need to achieve.
These are our employment targets, Mr Seretse and so on
and so on. So that after five or 10 years, we are able to
look back and say that as a country we had these targets.
We have been able to achieve one and two out of our
ten dreams or we have achieved all our dreams, or we
are not dreaming as aggressively as we should. So that
is part of the innovation and the transformation that
we need, the culture and the framework for targeting
ourselves, pacing ourselves, being able to measure it
and to follow-up on it.
As part of enhancing this, we also need to have a deep
sense of making linkages of how different aspects of
our system, different projects, different anything, affects
the other. We need to know the extent to which if we
change, if we twig one part of the system it translates
into a change in the size of a particular sector or a size
of another sector. We need to be able to provide a deep
understanding of those linkages.
Infrastructure – In the past years when we talked about
infrastructure we talked about hospitals and highways
and sewerage systems and dams, all of which are
necessary for the development of any economy, society
and of our human outcomes. We need now to focus on
a different type of infrastructure. I want to put it to you
that they are about six types or six areas of technology
platforms which constitute the infrastructure that
we need to develop as a country. The first of course
is our broadband, the internet speed. Again there it
has to be acknowledged that government has in fact
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invested monies. I know Honourable Venson- Moitoi
worked very hard on this and invested a lot of money
in developing our broadband capacity and capability,
but there is still more to be done in that area. We need
to develop the platform, net generation platforms, the
“4G” which gives us more speed, to be able to do certain
things, to create new industries in data. Some of the
fastest growing companies in the world, some of them
are data companies. The new industries, the new sectors,
the new businesses that can come out of a development
of such a platform are phenomenal.
We need to develop our health IT platform. I know that
government has started to do this. We need to develop
our intelligent transportations systems platform. We
need to be able to have a platform where those that are in
the private sector are able to board into trains, airplanes
and are able to get information about traffic through this
platform. This again can create thousands new hundreds
of businesses and sectors.
We need to develop the smart electric grid platform in
the energy sector. This platform will give this country
an opportunity where ordinary people through their
home solar systems are able to provide to the grid where
new industries can be spanned through the sale, the
production and the retail of certain types of appliances.
Whole new sectors that can develop and so many of our
young people can participate and become part of this
economic mainstream.
The other platform is contactless mobile systems, same
thing, business and sectors that can come out of these.
But these platforms would not create themselves, they
need a Government which understands and embraces
the idea of collaborating with private institutions,
businesses, universities and multi nationals. We need
to understand that we need to provide certain types of
incentives. There are countries out there, countries such
as Ireland which do not tax businesses whose revenues
emanate from patents; things that they have been able
to develop themselves. Countries like Switzerland, tax
rates are between 10 and 12 per cent again for companies
whose revenues emanate from activities that are borne
out of patents; people who were able to collaborate and
come out with an idea, a system, a process and a new
way of doing things.
There is no way that we can develop this country or
this economy unless and until we bring in the right type
of skills and we train our young people to be able to
have certain types of skills, professions and expertise.
When we look at the type of education system that
this economy needs to achieve this vision, we need
an education system that embraces the idea that our
young people and our citizens need to learn how to
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collaborate; doing things as team work. System which
cherishes innovation, different way of doing things,
encourages good communication, practical, technical
and management skills at all levels, whether it is at
primary school level, high school, university level and
across sectors. Experiments have been done in this
regard; there have been universities, technikons’ creative
art centres that have in recent years been established
with these ethos, ethos as the fulcrum of what they do;
collaboration, teamwork, innovation, management,
communication skills. All of these institutions through
different studies that we have learnt, have been able to
create the type of citizens, the types of skilled people
that have gone on to start up businesses, that have gone
on to work in start-up companies and that have gone on
to become influential figures even in major institutions.
One of the things that has been happening in this
Government is the mushrooming of new state owned
companies or enterprises. Botswana Oil, Botswana
Fibre; we are not opposed to that, in fact it is a good
trend in some respect, but it is an incomplete way of
doing things. What this country needs to do is to have
a framework of how Government intends to invest or
what the shape of the architecture of these companies
will take and what they will invest in because the sectors
have already been identified. We need to know how they
will be governed. That is what we need to know as a
country. We need to be able to be in a position where
are able to we say from this framework, this is what
we can expect from this portfolio of companies. We
can expect four or five, we can expect 30 or 40 private
companies that once done right, they will be able to
bring great strides in these specific sectors, that is what
we need to do as a country. As a country we have been
somewhat weak in the delivery of projects. We are
poor in implementation. I do not want to go on about
which projects, mega projects have been unsuccessful,
have gone beyond their targeted dates, they have gone
beyond their anticipated costs and have not met their
quality standards. It is not necessary, that has already
been covered. What we need, one of the things we need
is to able to coordinate our project implementation and
this does not mean the establishment of a project office
alone, which coordinates from that, it means a lot of
things. It means that agencies, Ministries, institutions,
not just public but private institutions need to adopt
and have a culture, an exercutionist culture, a culture
of doing things on time and a culture of doing things
within budget to the required quality and these cultures
need to be governed by systems. These systems need
to be aligned with, if we have a project office or if
we have a series of other ... there needs to be project
implementation ombudsman but it needs to be aligned
with all the other Government departments. It needs to
be aligned as part of a culture and as part of a system.
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One of the major setbacks in the development or in
the attempt to develop this country whether it is the
establishment or the expansion of power generation
plants, whether it is the servicing of plots, whatever it
is, we seem not to have the capacity to implement Public
Private Partnerships. We do not have the capacity and
this one is a fact. The Ministry of Finance has a small,
small unit which is supposed to responsible for the
implementation of Public Private Partnerships. Public
Private Partnerships is just a new way, it is a modern
way, sometimes more complex way of Government
having a stake partnering with the private sector to
develop a project or to do anything that needs to be
done within the economy. We do not have that capacity
at all. And as a result of this lack of capacity, we have
missed out of hundreds if not thousands of megawatts
of electricity that we could have developed as a country.
We have missed out on tens and thousands of plots we
could have made available to ordinary Batswana. We
have missed out even on health facilities that we could
have developed. We have missed out on services that we
could have given the people of Botswana because we do
not have this capacity. We need to develop this capacity.
One person sitting in the Ministry of Finance and
Development Planning responsible for PPPs will cost
this country dearly. We need to go all out, we need to
go for broke Mr Speaker, and develop this capacity.
And the development of this capacity means a number
of things. It means a bit of legislation about how PPPs
work; it means architecture, institutions that have that
expertise, it means a framework. We this country will
never develop; will never be able to implement its plans
until it is able to develop this capacities.
One of the other major problems in the development
of this country is just the way this country deploys its
finances; its money. Money I do not mean necessarily
money from the Government of Botswana, the way this
country deploys even money from wealthy people in
order to be channelled to young people with great ideas.
There are so many young people with great ideas, some
of whom I have met, some have developed incredible
software, and some have developed proprietary
ways of doing certain things. But the incentives, the
mechanisms, the transmission where these wealthy
people can know about these young people; system
where they are facilitated for these monies to flow to
these young people, we need to be able.
When you look at our pension funds, the way they are
managed and structured, how much of these pension
funds could be dedicated towards private equity, for
example. Who manages these pension funds? The way
that we are fragmented in our financing institutions,
you have Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
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(CEDA), you have Botswana Development Corporation
(BDC) but there is not overarching institution which is
able to bring together these institutions with research
and development institutions with education. The whole
ecosystem is so fragmented that it is very difficult to see
the way we are restructured in terms of our financing and
our financing mechanisms we can develop this country.
While we are still at this financing, we know that
we definitely need to fix energy and water; we know
definitely that we need to develop tourism if we are
going to take this country to the …(Inaudible)… We
know definitely that we need to be a transport hub as
a country. There are certain sectors that we know for
sure that if we did right, they will develop and they
will catapult the economy of this country. Why can we
not therefore have specialised sector funds for energy
and water; a sector fund for tourism; a sector fund for
technology; a sector fund for transportation. And these
sector funds intended exactly for the development and
transformation of these sectors which we have identified
as the sectors that will catapult this country. Why can we
not do that and have different institutions depending on
their experience and expertise such as BDC, manage a
cluster or some of those sectors. Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency manages some or a cluster of
those. We need to be a lot more coordinated in the way
we actually fund the development of this country.
When I sprout the streets of the constituency that has
given me the privilege to be here, the constituency of
Bonnington South, along with many other constituencies
that I have visited and places that I have visited, I cannot
help but get the sense of the disconnect between our
centralised planning system and the needs and wants,
the abilities and the priorities of specific communities.
There is an opportunity for this government to be able
to put on paper the idea that communities that are able
to identify their priorities and are able to establish
community funds responsible for different things than
they have prioritised.
I will give an example, we have a problem in Bonnington
South with young people who have not done well at high
school. We want to make sure that they re-write, do well
at school and have a pass. We have been in the process
of setting up a fund; why can government not meet us
halfway for something that benefits a community?
We are in the process of establishing a security fund; we
have a problem with murders and crimes that take place
in certain areas where there are no lights; the police
say they have not budget to establish a police station.
We have gone around and been able to secure a porter
camp, we intend to secure more porter camps and we
intend to secure more infrastructure and more human
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resources to supplement the work of the police. Why
can government not meet us halfway in this trust that we
would have established for our people.
We are setting up a trust for the creative arts, music and
sports, and want to create a constituency wide brand
where as a community we can, through our brand be
able to raise our own funding and develop our own
sporting codes and develop our own talented people
in the creative sectors. Why can government not meet
us halfway in the development of this trust? We are
saddened that it is not an excuse that even though we
are in a dry country, we should live in an environment
which is so depressive and so dry, while so many other
countries are able to green their own territories. We
believe that we can achieve that. We are in the process
of setting up a trust to mobilise our own people to green
their own spaces and offer our people pleasurable living
experience. Why can government not meet us halfway
for these priorities, these initiatives that the people at the
community level yearn for, fight for and work for?
One of the things that we need to get right and do well, is
the way we deliver our health care. The current model of
our health care delivery will not meet the expectations
and the dictates of the modern day. Hospitals like Marina
are so large enough to be autonomous, large enough to
be their own trusts and make their own decisions.
Mr Speaker, I have talked about the innovation and
the transformation that this country needs to do, what
institutions need to do and what we need to do in order
to pursue this vision that we are pursuing, and I have
talked about sectors and vision. I want to talk very
briefly about projects. Once we have a sense of where
we are going, once we have a sense of which sectors we
need to develop, we necessarily and automatically have
a sense of the type of projects that we need to pursue
as a country in order to achieve these things. We know
for example with our coal under the Mmamabula Base,
we want to be able to create fuel out of them. We need
to develop a system where we are able to identify and
assess those technical partners that say they can create
fuel out of that coal. A system which is fair, practical
and can be done quickly within executionist mentality.
I know everybody talks about diversification of the
economy, but it does not mean that by diversification we
need to neglect the very things that have made us what
we are, which are diamonds. There is no reason why
Botswana should have cut its diamond production to
its current levels. We know that Botswana can produce
35 million carats and more of diamonds if it wants. We
know that along the value chain we can do much more
as a country. I am told there is a secret agreement and I
read in one Journal that this agreement gives diamond
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manufacturers operating in this country or government
some latitude in insisting for a sale of certain types
of diamonds in order to make their businesses more
feasible. I do not have time but these are the types of
things that as a country we need to insist on in order to
maximise on the opportunities that we have as a country.
We need to develop certain sectors that we have natural
advantages in. One of those is of course the beef sector.
We need to completely overhaul that monopoly and
have a beef sector in which Batswana can participate
in different parts of the value chain. There is no reason
why this country cannot be known as the pre-eminent
producer, processor for special types of meat menus,
special types of hamburgers.
There is much talk about the ESP, to date I am not sure
what animal the ESP is, but whatever animal it is, I have
outlined the things that this country needs to do in order
to achieve its vision. And the things that this country
needs to do to achieve its vision, is not simply the pouring
of money. It is the transformation, the innovation in the
way we marshal our different resources to create new
businesses, new institutions and a future for our people.
There is a study that demonstrates that this country has
gone through boom period and recession periods, that
there are certain things that if we did and we did not
do them right, we can create artificial booms which can
subsequently create artificial recessions which will be
costly to this economy.
We have a dream Mr Speaker. Allow me in my naive
sense to say that this dream is possible, we can do this.
We can do much better than we are doing as a people.
We can do much better than we are doing as a nation. I
believe this day will come when this country will have
a new beginning, will have a new government that will
inspire us to create a marvellous nation.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)...
MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): Let me take this
time to thank you Mr Speaker for having given me
the opportunity to debate. I shall first of all start by
conveying my condolences to the students of Matsha
secondary school. I must state that, this is a very heart
breaking incident and Domkrag (Botswana Democratic
Party) has been really supportive and also mourning
with those affected.
MR KGOROBA: Procedure. Mr Speaker I wanted to
know whether we are quorated?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member you are 22 so
you are quorated. Thank you for your vigilance.
MR MARKUS: I would just like to indicate that, we are
grieving with Matsha Secondary School. It is not nice
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for student to perish in this manner.What I have realised
is that, there are some Members in this House, who
instead of mourning have turned this sad situation into
campaign a strategy for the next elections. This thing
Honourable Members will not take us anyway. It could
have a negative impact on our future. People should
prepare themselves and not use death to campaign for
elections; they should know it could affect anyone.
Honourable Members, let me also welcome Mr Molale
to Parliament. We elected him accordingly and it was
within our right to do so. I will not accept the other
Member in this House
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR MARKUS: I will not accept him because I have
realised that this House is now being turned into Bogosi.
It seems like most of the Members in this House will be
Dikgosi. We should not welcome them because we want
Members in this House to be politicians not Dikgosi.
Let me continue by stating that, the President has
delivered a speech on the State of the nation. I want to
thank him because he mentioned a lot good initiatives.
We do not deny that we still lagging behind on some
issues but we must applaud him because he has worked
hard and he is still doing so. Those of us who recognise
his worth will continue working with him, but for those
who do not see that, it is okay they will can continue
with the way they have been doing things.
Honourable Members let me indicate that, I am here
representing my constituents. So, when I speak about
the concerns of the people in my constituency, some of
you should not rejoice and take it as an attack on the
Government. It is my responsibility to talk about these
concerns in Parliament so that my constituents can
know that, they have a valuable representative. There is
a certain Member who went to Maun to hold a political
rally and he said, “he sees Kostantinos putting on a shirt
that is check and he does not know what he is saying”
and the people responded by saying, “we hear him on
radio, where do you come from when you are saying
all these things?” Those who say such things know
themselves, they are in this House. I will not mention
your name my colleague because I love you so much.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MARKUS: No, he is not my Kgosi. You know
yourself, you never talk about me. He is here you are
sitting next to him…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)…
MR MARKUS: Honourable Members, there is a very
disturbing issue here in Parliament. Everytime in this
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House when the President of Botswana National Front
(BNF) or rather Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC) speaks, he would say, they are going to take
people to prison. Let me thank the government of
Domkrag (Botswana Democratic Party) because they
have never at any time taken any politician to prison.
So I would like to say to them that, when you take us
to prison, you will not last because people will lose
confidence in you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, if you ever make
a mistake as you keep shouting… Continue Honourable
Markus.
MR MARKUS: There has been mention about ESP. I
do believe that there is a lot that ESP has in store for us.
There are some who refer to it as an animal but I will
not do that. I do not know what they mean by animal,
because there is no animal that can be in Parliament.
What you are saying is not good. I know that this
programme carries the lives of Batswana, so it is not an
animal neither is it a dog.
All I can say is that, I will start with Vision 2016, some
of its iniatives have been implemented while others
have not. They will be implemented in the National
Development Plan (NDP)11 as we move forward. We
shall also continue with ESP when we go forward …
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of elucidation. Thank you very much Honourable
Speaker and Honourable colleague. I want to go back
to the issue of animal and say, if people call such an
important programme names, should we go and tell our
constituents that they are saying, we should not build
classrooms and clinics because the programme is an
animal?
MR MARKUS: It is so heartbreaking Madam that,
such a good programme could be called animal.
MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
talking about attire, when a Member speaks they should
be looking at us, but we cannot see some Members when
they speak because they are putting things on their head.
So we cannot understand them well.
MR SPEAKER: Who are you referring to Honourable
Moremi?
MR MOREMI: She should take it off so that I can see
her.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR SPEAKER: No women are allowed to put on hats.
A Setswana woman completes her attire by putting
on a hat. She is allowed. So, there is no provision in
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the Standing order that gives me the power to instruct
a woman to take off her hat. You will see her when you
come closer to her.
MR MARKUS: Honourable Members we have vision
2016 like I mentioned and some of its projects were not
implemented. The pending projects will be implemented
in the coming NDP11 so that we move forward. Right
now we have ESP and we are making efforts to ensure
that, what was left behind is implemented but people
call the programme animal. I am really surprised as to
what these people are referring to, maybe we do not
understand.
The aim of ESP is to carry out all the projects that
were deferred. It does not mean that just because we
want a new Parliament, it will be built through the ESP
programme, no Honourable Members. We should look
at projects according to priority areas and how we can
succeed. So, let us desist from calling this programme
animal and see how we can benefit from it as we move
forward.
I am hoping that I will get roads in my constituency.
If do not get them then it means that the funds were
inadequate. But I do believe that we need to have roads,
I want to see a place like Disana having a tarred road or
a pavement. I do hope that I will get something from the
ESP programme…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MARKUS: Did you say procedure or what?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MARKUS: No, sorry. No I said I request for roads
at the Disana ward through the ESP programme. ESP
should embarrass our enemies, they should be surprised
wondering what is happening. That is what I am
requesting Honourable Members.
The other thing that I request for through the ESP
programme is a tarred road from Shorobe to Mababe
because these are tourist areas. This road is very poor
but it is along the areas that carry our heritage and other
things of tourist attraction. Vehicles get break downs
when using this road, I stated earlier that I am not
attacking the government but merely talking about the
concerns of my constituents, so you should understand
me well. You should not say I speaking well. I request
that road to be tarred so that tourists can use it large
numbers. This will bring some revenue which will boost
the economy of our country. .
Honourable Members there is also the Nata- Maun road
which is in a poor condition. This road also needs to be
tarred so that tourists can use it when they go to Maun.
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I request that this ESP programme should not only
focus on construction but also see to it that there is
job creation for our youth; they should be enrolled in
government projects. Maybe we can silence those who
think that they are the only ones who are well-versed in
employment creation.
Honourable Members, I do believe that our government
has done a lot. In schools we have classrooms and
teachers houses; these are some of the good things that
the government of Domkrag (Botswana Democratic
Party) has done. We know that this is not enough, as
there are a lot of places where there is a shortage of
classrooms, accommodation for public officers, and
some even use their offices for accommodation. So, we
request ESP to address these challenges.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, could you kindly request our colleagues on the
other side to tell us how much the ESP budget is, so that
we can follow the discussions well…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, that is not
procedure, I do not know why you are being out of order.
MR MARKUS: We should also state Honourable
Members that, in our constituencies…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. Thank you very much Mr Speaker. I am
concerned, I take it that, in Parliament we have very
very experienced Members of Parliament like the likes
of Wynter Mmolotsi who are conversant with procedure.
When he seeks for clarification and realises that the
Member is not yielding, he abuses the standing order
and requests for procedure, he does that deliberately.
That is really worrisome.
We had an entire 45 minutes by Honourable Gaolathe
but we did not contravene any order. So, we must do
the same. If he does not want to yield for clarification,
he knows what to do. So you should instruct him to stop
being tricky (botšhekwane).
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Makgato, I do not
accept that word tšhekwane in this House, it is not good.
MS MAKGATO: I withdraw that word.
MR SPEAKER: I agree with you, he has a tendency of
seriously abusing point of order and point of procedure.
I am counting, one day I will use standing order 60.1
and 60.2 to reprimand him. I would request Honourable
Members to read the Standing orders and understand
them before I use them. Proceed Honourable Markus.
MR MARKUS: Honourable Members, there is a lot
that the government has done like building schools,
teacher’s houses but that is not enough, there is still
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a lot that needs to be done. Moreover, I would like to
state that, there are students from areas such as Khwai,
Mababe, Sankoyo le Shorobe who attend school at
Motlopi Secondary. This school is very far and their
parents do not have the right resources. The students
there are really suffering. Therefore, my request is that,
another secondary school should be built in Shorobe.
The students from Matlapama could even end up
attending school in Shorobe.
I now go onto the issue of electricity; Honourable
Members we have a power crisis. I remember way back
where there was no electricity and we used to suffer
a lot, but now we have it even though some say it is
scarce. Right now there is electricity in Parliament. We
wonder how insufficient electricity is in this country?
When you go to South Africa Zimbabwe, Zambia and
other countries, they are crying foul because of shortage
of electricity. This is a challenge that is in Africa as a
whole.
My request is that, although we have a challenge of
electricity, we should see to it that we do something to
address it. We have solar energy so, let us ensure that
electricity lines use solar during the day without any
interference. Solar should take over the electricity that
was originally supplied by Botswana Power Corporation
during the day then at night, it automatically changes to
electricity from Botswana Power Corporation. These
things are possible Honourable Members. Substations
can be changed and people can work there. These are
some of the things that I request for.
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MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, you
should criticize attacks. The person who protested in
Maun is Honourable Markus and he even protested to
Water Utilities. Now he is saying that we make protests a
political mileage, yet he was the one who was marching.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, you said point
of order, so I want to hear the order in your interruption
and I cannot hear it.
MR MOREMI: No, when he blames us, he should also
tell that he also protests about water in Maun.
MR SPEAKER: Are you correcting? That is not the
point of order. Honourable Markus, he says, you also
protested in Maun.
MR MARKUS: No, let me indicate that we were
handing a petition of water at Water Affairs.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR MARKUS: We never marched on the tarred road;
we were at Water Affairs petitioning the water situation.
Do you hear me Honourable Members? I did not
demonstrate like some did, who were just marching and
not going where they were supposed to go. We handed
the letter at the office and requested that it should be
handed on our behalf since we did not have the power to
do so. We presented our letter that requested for water
according to the provision of law in Botswana.
You came all the way chanting songs like you were in a
concert and, that is not the right way.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: There is no difference.

We need tower lights in my constituency of Maun East.
My constituency does not have streets as they are old
villages so I cannot say streets lights. These lights can
use either electricity from BPC or solar and we should
distribute them among villages. Maun is very dark and
there is a lot crime so maybe this will help us. We are far
from other services so you should see what to do.

DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I believe this House makes laws that govern
this country and one of those is the Constitution which
gives Batswana the freedom of expression, among
which is the right to protest. So, I do not know if this
House can then attack people for what is provided for in
the Constitution. We are out of order.

The water issue; I was very sad one day when I
arrived here from Maun and I was told that there was
a demonstration from Mogoditshane to the stadium
regarding the water crisis. I wondered what the fight
was all about because we could just sit down and see
how this crisis can be addressed. This is a serious fight
but it is not like Domkrag is refusing with the water, the
problem is availability of water. People want a mileage
of killing others with thirst, they think when they go into
power, water will automatically be flowing the same
day.

MR SPEAKER: What is that now? You said point of
order. Honourable Butale, this was the last time you
abused point of order or point of procedure. I have
been telling you all week when those points of order
or procedure are called and when to use clarification,
correction or elucidation. Now, I am beginning to do
what the Standing Order allows me to do when people
choose not to listen to me.

No Honourable Members, that kind of politics is not
good but cheap. Let us not mislead Batswana…

MR MARKUS: Honourable Members, I must
highlight that even though we have acute shortage of
water, I must say that we also have the same problem
in my constituency. It would be wonderful if we could
address the problems at our areas like in Sedie, Disana,
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Matshwane and Boseja. I am however hopeful since I
have seen the upcoming Maun Master Plan, I hope it
will put an end to our sufferings.
I am worried that there are people in my constituency
who drink water from the river in Letsibogo of
Matebele, Xhana, Dikgato, Xobe 1, 2, Chanoga up
to Boseja. They drink this dirty water from the river
which is not good for them. I want to suggest that even
though these places are not gazetted maybe we should
think of providing people with potable water. They may
not be provided with electricity and other services, but
water should be there. I really plead for that. I am not
criticizing the government, I am rather advising. Get me
right you Members from the opposition, who are only
into opposing. Water is the most important thing. We
should see to it that we provide potable water in all our
ungazetted settlements across the country.
Honourable Members, I must indicate that some time
back, the BMC in Maun slaughtered 90 cattle per day
and it has now increased to 130. We are thankful for
this. I must also indicate that there is a private abattoir
which has started working and it slaughters 100 cattle
per day. That means 230 cattle are slaughtered daily
in Maun or Ngamiland. This is not enough. I request
that there should be other abattoirs to help the private
one. They should at least be two because daily, we have
about 300 cattle. Then if we slaughter 230 cattle per day,
it would not be of much benefit. I request that there
should be other abattoirs. Maybe we should do away
with the BMC monopoly since that other abattoir has
been established. Business people should be able to find
their own cattle and help the people of Goo-Tawana
and maybe be able to find markets at the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC). We should also be able
to venture into business partnerships and slaughter
up to 500 cattle per day. Honourable Members, I am
presenting those issues to you to see what can be done.
Honourable Members, I must indicate that vaccinating
cattle in our area is very difficult, imagine putting cattle
in a crush in this drought period to vaccinate them. It is
not easy. However, it is a good move for the government
to help vaccinate cattle to end the Foot and Mouth
Disease. Maybe it is time we change and not vaccinate
during drought periods, but do so during times when
there is rain and cattle have enough feeds. Maybe we
should consider vaccinating them once in a year as
opposed to twice like we are doing. The dose should be
made to be strong to sustain the whole year. That is my
request Honourable Members.
The Foot and Mouth disease is still there in Maun. It
is our wrong doing as farmers because when we are
supposed to take cattle to the crushes to be vaccinated,
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we do not do accordingly. We should also try to separate
these cattle from the wild animals. We have tried by
erecting fences but still we are failing. It is now time
that we stand and ensure that we separate them for good.
That is something we should seriously do.
Fences have fallen down. The river also made fences
accessible. Now, we should see what we can do and
repair these fences. Honourable Members, we have
another issue. The Minister is not here but I would have
liked if he would have been here. There is the issue of
the Makalamabedi Protection Zone; it is sad because it
has enclosed the people`s grazing lands. Minister, I urge
you to go and look at that fence, it should be removed
because I do not see it helping in any way, it has rather
added onto people`s problems. Small scale farmers are
getting poor, so I request that this fence be removed.
Our mine in Toteng helped us a lot, it has boosted the
economy of the people in Maun. We do not know the
progress regarding the opening of the mine, please
facilitate that Honourable Minister. I will not dwell
much into this.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Say it
MR MARKUS: No, I will not talk about it. Honourable
members, I would like to applaud the government for
constructing the terminal for Maun Airport. We remain
grateful for that. But let me request this Honourable
Members; at Maun Airport we have international flights,
maybe two hours a day and then the rest are small
aircrafts which fly out to the swamps. But the airport
is more saturated with the whites, mainly the tourists.
I therefore request that a more appealing terminal be
constructed in the airport so that it becomes evident that
one is entering a tourist site upon arriving at the airport,
and not a glass terminal. Maybe we should change its
look completely so that it portrays the look of a tourist
attraction site. Currently the state in which the airport is
in does not appeal much, we should have an increase of
immigration officers, they are thin on the ground and
the congestion is just too much especially the landing
times for the aircrafts is some minutes apart, it is a sad
situation where people queue for a long time awaiting
assistance.
Honourable members, I would like to applaud the
government for the provision of Letsholathebe
Memorial Hospital, as a development from the Maun
general Hospital, after realising that the hospital could
not hold the capacity of the Ngami land region. After the
Letsholathebe, the Maun general hospital was closed
down, Honourable Minister, the old Maun general
hospital is in a dilapidated state, how best can we use it
in order to keep it working and not worsen the situation.
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We have a challenge at Letsholathebe Memorial
Hospital; we are only operating with 9 doctors, the whole
of North West, there is only one doctor for emergency
services for the whole day…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MARKUS: I am not attacking, I am only stating
the challenges. You are only on corruption, you cannot
differentiate between the challenges and when someone
is attacking. They are attacking the President and
they are not presenting their challenges. Honourable
Members; one doctor for emergency services at
Letsholathebe Hospital; it is a sad situation. We end
up having casualties while these patients await to be
attended by the doctor. One could take the whole day
waiting to be seen by a doctor, it is sad. Honourable
minister, please attend to this situation and increase the
number of doctors in Maun.
Honourable members, I would like to point out that,
there are problems with our trusts. The government came
up with a very good initiative for us to come up with
trusts in our villages but they do not function well. Ever
since the government stopped hunting, photography has
dropped, could we follow it up so that we revamp the
Khwai, Mababe, Sankoyo and Phuduhudu trusts. We
have the fishery trust, it is still in operation even though
Honourable Moremi highlighted that is has gone down.
They have been given P4 million to revamp the trust
and they already bought a vehicle. To this effect, they
are on to employing people as well as train managers in
order to grow the fishing industry. Let me also highlight
that we welcome the Nyeletso Lehuma initiative. We
want it to continue, but what I can say is that, we should
improve on the number of people we employ under
the initiative. Please increase the number of people
Honourable Minister and ignore those who shun it. That
is my request. Ipelegeng is just a good initiative…
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way of eradicating the foot and mouth disease and we
encourage farmers to take this seriously as well. They
should bring their cattle for vaccination in order to
control the disease. We know that it cannot just go in
a day but we shall eradicate it. I will address it as I go
along with my speech. But one thing that concerns me
is that, we only get to know about the outbreak of foot
and mouth disease when cattle is being sold, we do not
know its source and why it comes only when people
have to sell their livestock. That is the great concern
Honourable Minister.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members,
Honourable Markus, you will stop thus far and you shall
continue on Monday.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker I do move that this
House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 18:00 p.m.
until Friday 20th November 2015 at 09:00 a.m.

MS MAKGATO: Elucidation. I heard the Honourable
Member saying that people should benefit. I want you to
clarify on that statement, how do you mean?
MR MARKUS: No, by that I mean that people should
be able to survive. So that they appreciate the initiatives
MR KGATHI: Elucidation. Honourable member, I
sometimes hear news on the foot and mouth disease
situation in your area. But people say that we do not
care about this situation. Please elucidate more on these
issues as you are better placed to do so.
MR MARKUS: Honourable Members, the Botswana
Democratic Party is taking the foot and mouth disease
very serious. We are all aware that the government
conducts vaccination sessions time and again, as a
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