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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! Honourable Members, I greet you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: I have realised that when I am
away I really miss you. I have been telling them that I
miss you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)…

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
PLANS TO BUILD A TANNERY PLANT AT
GHANZI TOWNSHIP
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Agriculture:(i) whether plans to build a tannery plant at Ghanzi
Township are still underway; if so, has a plot been
identified and secured; and
(ii) how much is the cost for the project.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR
AUTLWETSE): Thank you Madam Speaker. This
question has been redirected to Ministry of Trade and
Industry because we do not build tanneries. This is
because they do have a similar project in Lobatse and
they may perhaps consider this one.
MADAM SPEAKER: My request to you Honourable
Members is that you should always inform the office
and inform the Member of Parliament in good time.
MR AUTLWETSE: I did exactly that Madam Speaker.
UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF LAND
ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES CAPACITY
AND SYSTEMS (LAPCAS)
MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the
Minister of Lands and Housing:(i) to update this Honourable House on the status of
Land Administration Procedures Capacity and
Systems (LAPCAS);
(ii) what stages have been completed and its progress
since its inception;
(iii) what is the anticipated date of completion; and
(iv) how is it going to assist the landless masses.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Madam Speaker, The LAPCAS Programme
is currently being implemented as several components
covering broad areas of unique referencing of land
parcels and location addresses, land administration
processes, computerisation of land records, land
registration, national spatial data infrastructure and
capacity building.
(ii) Madam Speaker, as part of the implementation of the
LAPCAS programme, capturing of all surveyed plots
into the cadastral database and upgrading of Cadastral
Information System to incorporate new plot numbers
and Location Addresses is ongoing. To-date 29,500
survey records have been captured into the cadastral
data base. Location addressing, which includes street
naming, house numbering and postal coding is ongoing
with location addresses having been introduced in
Gaborone Blocks 7 and 8, Tshane and Matsiloje villages.
Improvement of land administration processes
is implemented through standardisation of land
administration processes, review of organisational
structure, legislative review, decentralisation of land
management functions and change management.
Eighteen (18) land administration processes have been
standardised and are being implemented across all Land
Boards, review of the Ministry organisational structure
has been approved by Government, legal review is
ongoing through proposals for amendments of Deeds
Registry Act and consolidation and harmonisation of
land related legislation, processing of common law and
borehole applications have been decentralised to Sub
Land Boards, change management strategy has been
developed and is being implemented and mainstreamed
into the activities of the Ministry.
Madam Speaker, with respect to computerisation
of MLH records, opening of individual land files,
capturing of deeds records, scanning of title deeds at
Deeds Registry, development and management of a
Deeds Registry data capture tool called Deeds Registry
Integrated Management System is ongoing. To date
850,000 individual plot files have been opened, 490,652
deeds records have been completed.
Madam Speaker, land registration is continuing through
surveying, verification and registration of all plots in
tribal areas. To-date 290,166 plots have been surveyed,
68,299 plots have ownership details verified. Madam
Speaker, my Ministry is also developing an integrated
Land Information System with a view to integrate land
delivery processes. This system will also be interfaced
with other systems such as National Identification
System. The development of the system is ongoing with
the first two of seven modules expected to be completed
by March 2016.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry through the LAPCAS
project is also establishing a National Spatial Data
Infrastructure for the country and establishing a Land
Hansard No 181
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Information Centre. A data sharing policy and data
exchange standards are being developed and collection
of metadata is ongoing. Proposals for the establishment
of the Land Information Centre have been completed
and the structure approved for implementation.
Madam Speaker, capacity building initiatives are
undertaken in conjunction with the University of
Botswana. To-date a Diploma and degree course in land
management, a certificate course in land administration
and various short courses have been developed and
conducted. Seven hundred and sixty four (764) officers
have received in service training.
(iii) Madam Speaker, the various components of the
LAPCAS programme are targeted for completion by
end of 2016. However, LAPCAS as a programme will
continue for as long as land is allocated in various parts
of the country.
(iv) Madam Speaker, at the end of the LAPCAS
programme, vacant land will be identified and made
available for allocation. Systems will also be available
to improve land management, service delivery, access to
land and security of tenure for all citizens. I thank you.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you very much Mr Minister. Does this
registering of plots include the ones that are going to
be serviced like in Ramotswa, the new Mothubakwane
expansion and other new areas?
MR MAELE: Currently we are registering plots that
have been allocated and moving forward, plots that will
be allocated thereafter will automatically be registered
because what we are doing now is to go out there and
register those that have been allocated in the past. As
and when we allocate moving forward, the plots will be
registered automatically. I thank you Madam Speaker.
REPLACEMENT OF AIR CONDITIONERS AT
NALEDI SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE
SOUTH): asked the Minister of Education and Skills
Development:(i) whether she is aware of the malfunctioning air
conditioners at Naledi Senior Secondary School
library, staff room and staff offices; if so,
(ii) when will they be repaired or replaced; and
(iii) whether the persistent failure by the Department
of Building and Electrical Services (DBES)
to maintain equipment at this school does not
warrant outsourcing of maintenance work to
private companies.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I am aware that the air conditioners
in Naledi Senior Secondary School are in need of
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replacement. There are 24 office air conditioners and
six in the library which need replacement. The staff
room air conditioner is operating but underrated for the
size of the room it serves. The Department of Buildings
and Electrical Services (DBES) will replace the air
conditioners when funds are made available.
Madam Speaker, I would like to point out that the DBES
completed cyclic maintenance on the building works at
Naledi Senior Secondary School in the year of our lot
2013. This year DBES completed cyclic maintenance on
the electrical works in the school. What remains Madam
Speaker is the mechanical works cyclic maintenance
which they will carry out when funds are sourced and
the replacement of the air conditioners will be included.
Madam Speaker, I believe that DEBS sub contracts
specialists companies to undertake some of the works
and in this case it is an issue of funding rather than lack
of skilled labour force which is the hindrance. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. The Minister is talking about shortage
of funds; since we are expecting the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP) funds, can he not include this project
in the ESP programme so that it is done quickly because
it has long been delayed?
MR GOYA: Madam Speaker I thank you. Thank you
Honourable Member, No, Madam Speaker, it has not
been planned to be included in the ESP, but since the
financial year is coming to an end, it will be implemented
in the next financial year. Thank you.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): On a point of procedure Madam Speaker.
Thank you Madam Speaker. Please assist us on
procedure, I saw the Deputy Speaker asking questions,
I am not used to that; maybe you should guide us in that
regard so that we get used to it. I am not saying that it is
wrong but I am not used to it, even in the 10th Parliament
we were not familiar with it, we just want to understand
if it is there and that it could be done.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Deputy Speaker is
a Member of Parliament, he has a constituency. He can
ask questions. When I was a Deputy Speaker I used to
ask many questions, so there is no problem.
POVERTY ERADICATION PROJECTS IN THE
GHANZI CONSTITUENCIES
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public
Administration to state:(i) the nature and number of poverty eradication
projects carried out in the Ghanzi North and
Ghanzi South Constituencies respectively; and
(ii) the backlogs, if any, and reasons for the delay.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you. Good afternoon
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker,

MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister are you aware of the poor record keeping at the
poverty eradication programme, and that some people in
the civil service are reluctant to move this programme?

i) Poverty eradication projects carried out in
the Ghanzi South and Ghanzi North range
from backyard gardens, agro based alternative
packages, tree nurseries, leather works, services,
leisure, welding, maintenance, food processing
and packaging, textiles and other small scale
income generating projects.

MR MAKGALEMELE: I cannot confirm that I know
about the poor record keeping. I believe the information
that we receive from different constituencies; they would
have done their best to ensure it is accurate. During our
tours we also try to verify the information they give
us. The second part of the question; I do not know
whether there are people who are trying to sabotage
the programme. What I know is that we are working on
this with various Ministries and departments who are
pulling in one direction to ensure that we are able to
combat poverty in our country.

Madam Speaker, you might be aware that there are
a total of 45 projects currently being promoted and
residents of different villages are free to come up
with new projects. There are 654 projects funded
in Ghanzi South whilst there are 548 projects in
Ghanzi North.
ii) The backlog status is as follows:
Constituency Incomplete Awaiting
Projects

Awaiting

Training

Funding

Ghanzi South

12

73

487

Ghanzi North

38

66

320

Total

50

139

807

Madam Speaker, the delays are mainly attributed
to untimely tendering processes which are at times
slow; suppliers’ inability to supply all items of tender;
outbreak of new castle disease limiting chicken stocks
and movement; shortage of small stock; shortage of
water and reluctance of beneficiaries to change from
gardens to other packages and shortage of training
institutions.

REDUCTION OF THE SIZE OF CLASSES IN
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
if he is aware that primary schools in the Southern
District have problems
of overcrowding, acute shortages of stationery, textbooks
and the teaching materials and lack of photocopying
machines, if so, to state:(i) current teachers-pupils ratio in the Southern
District;
(ii) plans to reduce the size of classes in the Southern
District;
(iii) steps to deliver adequate quantities of supplies on
time and to recommend ratio of Revised National
Policy on Education of 1994;

I wish however to further state Madam Speaker that we
are doing all we can to make sure that the backlog is
eradicated through various interventions. I thank you
Madam Speaker.

(iv) steps to supply adequate material for the teaching
of Science and Creative and Performing Arts
(CAPA);

MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, of the 548 projects, can
you share with this Honourable House how many are
backyard gardens that you said were geared or have
been planned for Ghanzi? How many are backyard
gardens from Ghanzi North?

(v) plan to provide schools with photocopying
machines and chalk boards.

MR MAKGALEMELE: Well the question had not
sought that information but I can make that information
available to the Honourable Member.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, will you disagree with
me if I tell you that all these 548 projects that you said
come from Ghanzi North are all backyard gardens?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Certainly, I disagree with
you.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I greet you with love Madam
Speaker. Let me also inform you that while you were
away, I came up with a very good arrangement of putting
on different party colours, on a particular day I wear
Botswana Congress Party (BCP) colours, the next day
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) colours, today I am
wearing Botswana Movement for Democracy (BMD)
colours. I just wanted to brief you that since they do not
have anyone who dresses up on their behalf, I should
do so.
Madam Speaker,
Hansard No 181
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i) Southern District has got 1,451 teachers against a
total enrolment of 35 029 pupils, which leaves the
current teacher-pupil ratio at 1:25.
ii) the ideal ratio as set by the Revised National
Policy on Education is 1:40 for short term and
1:30 pupils in the long term. So the current ratio
does not warrant a reduction in class size in the
district.
iii) Madam Speaker, regarding steps taken to deliver
adequate quantities of supplies, the current
situation is that suppliers deliver stationery
supplies to Council warehouses and Southern
District Council subsequently delivers to schools.
Supply of stationery to schools is currently
ongoing and the intention is to have materials in
all schools by end of December 2015.
iv) By first term of 2016 all the materials would be
available in all schools with the exception of some
of Science and Creative and Performing Arts
(CAPA) materials owing to budgetary constraints
and lack of Science laboratories in the primary
schools.
Madam Speaker, our desire is to have photocopying
machines and chalk boards in all schools which we shall
do in phases depending on availability of funds.
If I can cite an example Honourable Kesupile has 16
primary schools in the Kanye South constituency.
12 primary schools out of those 16 schools have
photocopying machines and four are yet to be provided
with photocopying machines. These are Seherelela,
Maranayane, Segopotso and Selokolela. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I wanted to find out from the Minister if she
is not planning on implementing the ratio of 1: 25 in
all the schools that have higher ratios like she did in the
Southern District.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker that is our wish
and I responded the way I did because the Honourable
Member had enquired about the Southern District hence
I focused on it. If I can quote Madam Speaker the ratio
is “1451 teachers against a total of enrolment of 35, 029
which leaves the current teacher-pupil ratio at 1: 25,”
and that is for the Southern District. Perhaps if you had
been specific, and…
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MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. I was only saying
that for the Honourable Minister to reach a ratio of
one is to twenty five she assessed the number of all the
schools in the district. I was clarifying that it is not all
that gave you a ratio of one is to twenty five. I therefore
wanted to find out if you would not ensure that those
with a ratio of one is to forty become one is to twenty
five as well.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I had not understood him Madam
Speaker, please forgive me Spuna. Madam Speaker, I
was saying…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who is Spuna?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Honourable Kesupile, please
pardon Madam Speaker, I forgot and called him by the
name we used during our youth days. I wanted to say
that it is true Honourable Member. The challenge is that
whenever parents hear of a school that is performing
well they want to enrol their children in that school and
so some schools oversubscribed. We will however look
into it Honourable Member and I agree with you that as
the management in the Primary education department,
we should work with the Ministry to see how we can
resolve this challenge.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: It should be the last one.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Madam Speaker, I was
listening to the Honourable Minister attentively, for (i)
she says that the teacher - pupils’ ratio is 1:25. I wanted
to appreciate from the Honourable Minister the source
of this information, because the reality is, as we travel in
this country, students are taught under trees. I wanted to
appreciate because even from the statistics at Statistics
Botswana the information that we are getting is to the
contrary, can you share with this house where you are
getting this information of 1:25 as teacher- pupils’ ratio.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Honourable Salakae is not
telling the truth. I am going to give you the numbers so
that you can do the calculations and not based on what
Statistics Botswana says, but what the numbers at the
Southern District Council say. I said that the Southern
District Council has got 1451 teachers, did you hear
that? Listen to me.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(inaudible)...

MR SALAKAE: Correction.

MS TSHIRELETSO: How were you trying to correct
it? It is not there and so I am not aware of any problem.
The response to part two was that ‘the ideal ratio as set
by the revised National Policy on Education is one is to
forty for short term and one to thirty pupils in the long
term. I have already answered the one you enquired
about and so I am not aware if there are problems in the
Southern District. Thank you.

MADAM SPEAKER: Are you correcting before she
says anything?
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MS TSHIRELETSO: I did not get it anywhere else, I
know the situation. When you ask me specifically about
the Southern District I will have you know that it has
1, 451 teachers, against a total enrolment of 35, 029
students. If you divide it, you will get that ratio of 25 do
you understand? Honourable Kesupile has asked a very
good question. In some areas, like in my constituency
for example, there is a school called Xhosa no.1 which
has a high enrolment unlike other schools like Moineedi
Primary school which has 15 students per teacher. If you
ask about a constituency or school it is possible for me
to be wrong, but if you ask about a district I will give the
information and you will get the same ratio. When you
talk about the statistics office I am not so sure because
I am wondering if you can provide us with those right
now.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: I had said that it is the last one.
PROVISION OF BACK-UP WATER SUPPLY
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Health:(i) whether she is aware that there are no plans for
back-up water supply at the Bontleng and Old
Naledi Clinics in Gaborone despite the clinics
doing minor operations and maternity; if so,
(ii) when will the back-up water supply be provided.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF
MADIGELE): Madam Speaker,

HEALTH

(DR

(i) there are plans in my Ministry that all clinics in
Gaborone be provided with back up water supply.
The plans are such that we start with those clinics
that operate on a 24 hour basis as well as those
with maternity.
(ii) A Contractor has been on site for 3 weeks in
Bontleng, Extension 14, Extension 15 and Old
Naledi. He has been given 16 weeks to complete
the job. I thank you Madam Speaker.

MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) whether there are any plans to construct customary
court offices at Kuke; if so,
(ii) when and how much has been budgeted for the
construction.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker,
(i) There are plans to construct Kuke Customary
Court offices this financial year 2015/16.
(ii) The project is scheduled to start before the end of
this financial year as part of the economic stimulus
Program(ESP) ; that he refused and construction,
has been budgeted for P1, 800 000 000. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Point of order. Madam Speaker I could
be out of order but I wanted to correct the Minister, she
is misleading the House when she says that I rejected the
ESP. I enquired about the budget because the Minister
of Finance and Development Planning has informed us
that he does not know it. That is the only thing I asked
about the ESP.
HEALTH HAZARDS AT THE RAMOTSWA
BORDER GATE
MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the
Minister of Labour and Home Affairs if he is aware of
the health hazards that the Ramotswa Border Gate staff
are exposed to due to cement dust during the mixing of
materials for construction of the bridge; if so, how safe
are visitors entering and leaving the same Border Post
from the construction debris.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, Honourable Members,
Honourable Deputy Speaker is not a Minister that is
not anything new because I told you that when I was a
Deputy Speaker I used to ask questions and there was no
problem with that.

MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Thank you Madam Speaker and
welcome home. Madam Speaker, a factory inspection
was carried out by officers from the Division of
Occupational Safety and Health on the 23rd November
2015. As a result of this inspection, it came to light
that up to the 20th November 2015, the contractor at
the bridge construction project at Ramotswa Border
Post had been using a concrete mixing plant with a
concrete casting capacity of 120-150 cubic meters of
concrete per shift. The challenges with the plant were
that it produced a lot of dust and noise. Although netting
was used to block dust on the direction of the offices,
dust was still reported to be a problem during windy
conditions. Therefore, both employees and people
crossing the border post were exposed to dust.

PLANS TO CONSTRUCT CUSTOMARY COURT
OFFICES AT KUKE

Madam Speaker, the degree to which the dust could
have affected employees at the border post and people

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Procedure. I need further on what
you explained earlier on regarding the Deputy Speaker
asking questions. I wanted to say that perhaps the
confusion is caused by the fact that you have allocated
him a seat where the Ministers sit.
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crossing the border would depend upon the period of
exposure to it. At this stage no one, including employees
has reported any symptoms that can be linked to
construction dust.
Madam Speaker, I wish to report that on the 20th
November, 2015 the contractor discontinued the use of
the plant and replaced it with a smaller one that has a
concrete casting capacity of 3 cubic meters per shift,
which produces less to no dust and noise. I thank you
very much Madam Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister Batshu. Was
the inspection carried out because I asked a question
or it had been done before? Were the border post
employees checked to find out to what degree they have
been affected? If upon being checked it is found out that
they are affected, what compensation are they going to
get?
MR BATSHU: The truth is that the inspection was made
following your question, that is the truth and that is what
Honourable Members do. They do not wait for damages;
good MPs like yourself. When they see something they
do not wait, in fact they do not wait to go to Parliament,
they phone the Minister responsible immediately so that
if there is any damage to be controlled, that should be
done instead of having to put in a question that will take
two or three weeks. I appreciate that you raised the issue
with us and as a result we were able to take your issues
seriously and did what we did.
As to whether there has been any examination of the
officers who work there, no, nothing has been done so
far. The question as to what would happen if in future
something was going to happen, I would like to advice
that we would cross that bridge when we reach the river.
Thank you.
UPGRADING OF INTERNAL ROADS, STORM
WATER DRAINAGE AND STREET LIGHTING
IN SOME LOCATIONS IN GABORONE SOUTH
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development to state:(i) when the Ministry intends to upgrade internal
roads, storm water drainage and street lighting in
White City, Bontleng, New Stands, Extension 14
and New Naledi locations; and
(ii) whether the Minister does not deem it appropriate
to include the upgrading of these locations in the
Economic Stimulus Programme.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Madam Speaker, before I
continue, I would like to ask for forgiveness from
Honourable Salakae because he has never really said he
is against ESP.

10
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Madam Speaker, my Ministry is aware of the poor state
of roads and storm water drains in the above locations
as most of them have long exceeded their design of
lifespan. However Madam Speaker, due to budgetary
constraints faced by Gaborone City Council, only spot
improvements of selected roads are undertaken through
the recurrent budget. Paving of Tholo in Bontleng is ongoing and it is expected to finish by end of November
2015. Storm water drainage construction along Malope
way (Bontleng) and Extension 14 (between plot 5953
and plot 5983) are planned for the next financial year
20l6/2017.
Gaborone City Council electrical in-house crews are
busy attending to street lighting faults in these areas.
The main drawback is caused by electrical cable theft
and damage by utility providers. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Minister, we have been asking for
the servicing of roads, street lighting and storm water
drainage for many years and also explaining that our
area is sloping towards the dam. When are going to get
assistance?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, I agree with the
Member of Parliament because I visited Bontleng and
White City. Like I am saying, Council is experiencing
budgetary constraints, however we talked to the Mayor
and Gaborone Council that maybe we could also pave
the other side like we did in paving part of Bontleng.
Like I have already explained that even in storm water
drainage construction, we are going to partly construct
it, we will finish it as time goes on.
I will try by all means to have productive talks with
Gaborone Council that as they do interlock brick paving
in other areas, they should also consider Bontleng. I
know it was Honourable Nkaigwa’s area and he was
always complaining about it but I promise. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Minister,
considering that we now have the ESP programme, why
not ask for funds to implement the master plan of storm
water drainage and attend the issue of roads which the
Honourable Member was talking about in Gaborone as
a whole? Thank you.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Honourable Nkaigwa, I cannot
respond to anything you say concerning ESP because
you have shunned it, you can ask me anything except
that. I do not know how you can ask based on it.
However, if he is asking as a concern for the area, I
can truthfully say it all lies with the consultation talks
we will have with Gaborone City. Unlike Honourable
Salakae who was honest, I do not consider him part
of the ESP. Honourable Salakae asked a question and
we responded by saying we are going to start with the
available funds. That is why I even went a step further to
inform him of his projects which are in the ESP.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ask him why he cannot
reconsider.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Only if he can stand and admit
that the ESP can work. Thank you Madam Speaker.
PROGRAMMES IN PLACE TO ADDRESS
CLIMATE CHANGE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Environment, Wildlife and
Tourism:(i) what programmes are in place by his Ministry to
address climate change; and
(ii) what is the relationship between his Ministry
and the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development in addressing climate change.
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE
AND TOURISM (MR KHAMA): Madam Speaker,
the Ministry has in place a number of programmes that
addresses climate change such as:
• The Botswana Climate Change dialogue that entails
use of strategic public forums to discuss issues of
climate changes with ordinary citizens in villages
and towns across the country. This initiative was
launched in 2011.
• A continuous and long standing public education and
awareness programme undertaken through visual
and print media as well as the World Meteorological
Day commemoration.
• The academic science and research based
symposium debates on climate change which are
held at intervals at the University of Botswana and
some local research institutions.
• A number of regional joint venture programme that
are implemented with the external partners such
as Southern African Science Service Centre for
Climate Change and Adaptive Land Management
(SASSCAL) with the objective of improving on going
government initiatives in capacity development and
research for informed decisions making. Through
SASSCAL programme, the Ministry has installed
15 automatic weather stations to improve quality of
data and accuracy of forecasts.
• The Ministry has just completed the preparation
of Intended Nationally Determined Contributions
(INDCs) which outline what efforts Botswana
intends to pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
as a way of addressing climate change over time.
• The Ministry has completed the final draft of
Botswana Climate Change Policy, and is due for
approval early next year. The policy will facilitate the
mainstreaming of Climate Change in development
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agenda/planning, enhancement of national capacity
for climate change adaption and mitigation response
strategies.
• Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Local Government
and Rural Development together with my Ministry
sits in the National Committee on Climate Change
(NCCC) that provides guidance on development
and implementation of the national climate change
policy and strategy in urban and rural settings.
• My Ministry continuously guides and facilitate
Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development on initiatives to achieve best
environmental management practice. This has
included construction of waste management
facilities in the past with the objective reducing
indiscriminate escape of Green House Gases into the
open environment.
• My Ministry has also made an undertaking to
provide its slots for Ipelegeng to augment Ministry
of Local Government and Rural Development to
attend to issues of poor waste practices that lead to
enhanced climate change effect.
Madam Speaker, I would like to indicate that despite
these initiative of facilitating the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development, we still experience
noncompliance that exacerbate problems associated
with climate change. It is also worth noting that it is only
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development
that we facilitate on issues of climate change but rather
on government and none government institution since
climate change cuts all sectors of the economy. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want to
appreciate from you Honourable Minister that indeed
you are convinced with all the programmes that you have
just stated that indeed as a nation or as a country; there
is action amongst our communities to address climate
change in our nation. What is it that you are doing as
a Ministry to convince government looking at the fact
that we are highly reliant on coal for electricity or power
generation in our country? What is your direction in
terms of renewable energy?
Lastly, what is your agenda working with local
government in establishing green cities in Botswana?
MR KHAMA: Thank you Madam Speaker. The first
question as to whether we are satisfied with mitigation
on climate change throughout the country; the answer
is no, we are not. We are concerned whether it is from
Local Government or whether will be from Councils, or
from each one of us as individuals, and the responsibility
that we owe the country and the environment, we are
lacking. Unfortunately at this moment in time Madam
Speaker, it will appear that we have not quiet realised the
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value of our natural capital. For those reasons alone, we
hope that as a result of Corp 21 when we are discussing
in our INDCs particularly with the climate change, and
to achieve the less than 2 per cent increase, we will be
able to make sufficient strides in which we would be
able to educate and partner with various sectors of the
community to come to the fore.
It is an on-going battle, I must admit. When the
Honourable Member was the mayor, I had a various
meetings with him on this issue, and we both share the
same concern. So, I do appreciate where that question
has come from.
As far as coal, I think we could have done better on coal.
We could have adopted renewable energy policies a lot
sooner than what we had.
Am I happy at the speed that we have done? No I am
not. I belief that our focus have been too much on coal,
and at the moment we are seeing that what is happening
around the world is that there is this issue of where we
have the cost of natural capital being traded against the
carbon foot print. Such an example is from Germany,
which has started planting trees in Uganda to mitigate
the carbon credits. It does not help. And all we are doing
is that we are moving targets somewhere else, but we
continue to pollute. And that is one thing we need to be
very cognisant of, that we should make sure that Africa
does not become a scape goat for developed nations.
So, I do belief that with foot print that we have, we could
have done a lot better on the renewable. Certainly, my
Ministry has been speaking with MMEWR extensively.
We have now at least made progress on this fund.
The last question; Green Cities, again when the
Honourable Member was the mayor, we did speak about
Green Cities. Unfortunately the responsibility for Green
Cities does not sit within our Ministry, although we have
indicated that there are opportunities for Green Cities.
Let me give you an example and I am glad you brought
up the question Honourable Member, the amount of
pollution we generate from vehicles in this country is
unacceptable when you look at the ration of vehicle to
people. The concentration of that pollution in the certain
city like Gaborone and Francistown can be mitigated. If
we had renewable energy, we could be having electric
vehicles caring people around Gaborone. But if we
do not allow ourselves to look at the renewable, this
opportunity would not present itself. We are the ones
refusing. That is the challenge. We need to be alert to
what the world is doing. These are opportunities that
we should have taken years ago not now because even
now the development of our towns does not allow. The
planning of our towns does not allow for those extra
lanes for electric vehicles such as buses. I thank you.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
MR S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development;
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i.
if he is aware that the feeding programme at
all primary schools in the Ghanzi North Constituency
has been hit by inadequate supply of the recommended
menu since 26 October, 2015;
ii.
if so, to state, provide description of the menu;
which of the food items have been in short or inadequate
supply, or even no supply at all and the reasons thereof;
iii.
when should we expect the supply of food to
normalise;
iv.
Provide the names of companies which have
won the tenders for the current supply of food to all the
schools in Ghanzi North Constituency; and
v.
whether the Minister will consider
decentralising power to give authority to school
managers to administer and/or manage the whole
process of the feeding programme.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry is aware that there is an
adequate supply of some food items within the current
menu since 26 October 2015. The current menu feeding
to beneficiaries are as follows;
Day of the
week

Mondays

Menu
Composition

Food Items
involved

Sorghum/
maize
porridge, stew
meal or canned
beef, steak with
stewed steak with
gravy
gravy vegetable oil

Samp
Tuesdays

Samp, Beans,

Beans and Vegetable
Oil

Sorghum/maize
Wednesdays Porridge, Beans, meal,
beans
Vegetable Oil
Bread
(jam/
Thursdays
Bread, Jam, peanut
peanut butter)
butter UHT Milk
UHT Milk
Sorghum/maize
P o r r i d g e meal, Beans and
Fridays
( B O G O B E ) Vegetable Oil.
Beans
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UHT milk had no supply at all since 26 October 2015
due to delays in the signing of the contract. The award
was made in June 2015 whilst the contract was signed
in October 2015 as the supplier was still preparing his
performance bond. Beans were out of stock in August
and September 2015 and an interim supply was sourced
from Tsabong, Shakawe depots. The last delivery of
stewed steak with gravy was in September 2015. To this
end, the procurement process is continuing and supply
of all food commodities should reach normal levels by
January 2016.
The supply of food commodities has been awarded to
the following companies:Commodity Company/
Supplier

Remarks

Vegetable
Oil

Rebels Fruit and
Veg (Pty) Ltd

Awarded in July
2015

Beans

BAMB

Awarded Nov 2015

UHT Milk

Trupac (Pty) Ltd

Awarded in June
2015

Stewed
Steak and
Gravy

BMC

Awarded Nov 2015

Bread

Qabo (Poverty
Eradication

Qabo P School

Khudu (Poverty
Eradication)

Grootlaagte P
School

Cao (Poverty
Eradication)

D’Kar P School

Tshwaatsha
(Poverty
Eradication)

Kuke P School

Classic Concepts Ghanzi P School
Sunset Cleaning
Chemicals

Kgaphamadi P
School

Keeonelwang
Olebogeng
(Poverty
Eradication)

Kabakae P School

Mealie Meal Q’agona Multi
Project

Qabo P School

Grootlaagte Multi Grootlaagte P
Coop
School
Bere Multi Coop (D’Kar, Ghanzi,
Kgaphamadi and
Kabakae P Schools

Pea nut
Butter

Q’agona Multi
Project

Qabo P School

Grootlagte Multi Grootlagte P
Coop
School
Chobokwane
Multi Coop

(D’Kar, Ghanzi,
Kgaphamadi and
Kabakae P Schools

Madam Speaker, only Vegetable Oil, Stewed Steak
and UHT Milk are still centralized for economies of
scale and the rest of the food commodities are procured
through District Administration Tender Committees
and Council Adjudication Committees, I therefore have
no intention to give authority to school managers for
management of the primary school feeding programme.
I thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, I concur with you on the menu
presented before Parliament and I also concur that these
are the companies that I know. Moreover, I concur that
these companies failed to deliver food commodities
even during the Primary School Leaving Examinations
(PSLE), so I would like to ask whose responsibility is it
going to be should these children fail because they were
hungry when they wrote the examinations.
The School Heads told us that there was only mealie
meal and children did not eat it. They wrote examinations
on empty stomachs. I am asking this question because
something happened in Matsha and some decisions
that we do not agree with have been taken. So I want
to know who is going to be liable since these children
wrote examinations on empty stomachs.
MS TSHIRELETSO: When you ask a question, you
have to be specific. I would like to say something
about Matsha though it is not the right time to do so.
Do not confuse issues, just focus on the question that
you brought forth. It is not like children did not have
anything to eat; they had beans and samp, and they
could not eat mealie meal and sorghum because there
was no relish. Other food commodities were available,
for example bread was supplied. We requested the
suppliers to supply.
I also urge Honourable Members of Parliament to know
once they have been voted, we are both in government.
When a problem arises, they should let us know so that
we solve it than wait to come and ask a question after
the examinations have been written and I do not know
if you are telling the truth or not. Maybe you could have
assisted the Council on where they could quickly get
beans or maize and children would not have starved.
Then if you were keying me and wanted to accuse the
government of the day, I do not know. What I know
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and what I have agreed with the Council is that they
should always converse with teachers so that the food
commodities that in short supply are delivered just like
in my constituency. Thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. I will not
retaliate Honourable Minister. I do not know why you
are talking that way. I must indicate that I asked the
relevant authorities. The council personnel, teachers and
school heads all said that the food that was available
was mealie meal only and children did not eat it. You
are not telling the truth Honourable Minister that beans
were available. Who is going to take the responsibility?
Please answer that question because we know that when
children write examinations on empty stomachs, the
results will be bad. Who is going to take responsibility
if children in Ghanzi North fail?
MS TSHIRELETSO: The people that you are saying
you have asked are not here and as one of those
stakeholders, you never asked me nor called me as a
friend and a colleague to...
HONOURABLE
Ministers.

MEMBER:

There

are

three

MS TSHIRELETSO: Yes you called...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Tsogwane.
MS TSHIRELETSO: He was not around. Let me
repeat the answer that I was given by the District. I said,
“Madam Speaker, UHT Milk had no supply at all since
26 October 2015 due to delays.” Then let me get to the
one I was on, “beans were out of stock in August and
September 2015 and an interim supply was sourced
from Tsabong and Shakawe depots.” That is what I said
and I got this answer from the same people you claim
to have asked, teachers, councillors and others. I also
heard from them that they sourced them from Shakawe
and Maun depots. So should I say no while I was not
in Ghanzi? That is why I am saying had you told us
then...anyway since Honourable Tsogwane is not here,
I will ask him. On a serious note Honourable Member,
I request that...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: The last one Honourable
Tshireletso.
MS TSHIRELETSO: What does it say? No one is
taking responsibility, we have rectified that.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, you
should have asked that some 10 minutes ago, you could
have stood at that point and called for a point of order.
TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 141 OF 2014:
ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING ACT (DATE OF
COMMENCEMENT) ORDER, 2014.
(Minister of Defence, Justice and Security)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 83 OF
2015: LIQUOR (EXEMPTION) (NO. 8)
REGULATIONS, 2015.
(Assistant Minister of Trade and Industry)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 142 OF 2014:
FORENSIC PROCEDURES ACT (DATE OF
COMMENCEMENT) ORDER, 2014.
(Minister of Defence, Justice and Security)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 97 OF
2015: LIQUOR (EXEMPTION) (NO. 12)
REGULATIONS, 2015.
(Assistant Minister of Trade and Industry)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 143
OF 2014: LEGAL AID ACT (DATE OF
COMMENCEMENT) ORDER, 2014.
(Minister of Defence, Justice and Security)
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MS TSHIRELETSO: You cannot tell me to sit down,
why did you make me stand up by asking? We have
rectified. If you had not asked, I wouldn’t have stood up.

MADAM SPEAKER: The debate on this motion is
resuming. I am informed that when the House adjourned
yesterday, after the collapse of the quorum, Honourable
Dr Madigele was on the floor and he was left with 31
minutes 4 seconds.

MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Some ten minutes ago, Honourable
Salakae whom I love so much had made a very serious

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker. When I
was on the floor yesterday…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Sit down.
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allegation that Honourable Minister Matambo who is
the Minister of Finance and Development Planning has
reported to this House that he does not know anything
about the Economic Stimulus Package (ESP) and
its budget. I think this information must be corrected
because it may mislead the nation. With your permission
Madam Speaker, I am humbly requesting you that can
you kindly verify this information so that the record can
be set straight. Thank you.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: I have ruled you off Honourable
Moswaane and this is the last time.
MR MOSWAANE: Procedure Madam Speaker, I need
your guidance.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, I am
not giving you the floor, do you understand?
MR MOSWAANE: On a matter of procedure?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, I am
saying this for the last time, otherwise you will walk
outside.
MR MOSWAANE: No, I can walk out.
MADAM SPEAKER: Well then you walk out. You are
delaying us.
MR MOSWAANE: No, procedure is allowed.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, no, no. not when you call
for it when I am standing.
MR MOSWAANE: I did that after you have sat
down.
MADAM SPEAKER: No!
MR MOSWAANE: May, I please beg…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)...
MR MOSWAANE: No, I am suffering all the time,
and it starting again now. I am starting to believe that
Madam Speaker does not like me at all. How can she
start by saying I am sending you out? I am calling for a
procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, switch
that microphone off, you are delaying us, we want to
continue.
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Yesterday when I was on the floor, I was still talking
about some of the impediments that are impeding
progress in our fight against HIV/ AIDS. I was just about
to conclude the part on HIV/AIDS Madam Speaker.
I was saying that indeed there are some men who are
supposed to be happily married to their spouses and yet
they are engaging in copulation with same sex. Kgosi
Tawana asked me to reiterate this statement for clarity.
He said he wanted to hear that word again.
Madam Speaker, this is a problem that we need to tackle
head on because as we speak, we have about 10 000 new
infections every year in this country and the way we are
going, we cannot manage to fight unless we tackle some
issues head on. These are issues of sodomy and issues
of female sex workers. I hope that going forth, we will
not be afraid to talk about these issues in this House so
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that we manage to fight and annihilate HIV from the
face of earth.
Madam Speaker, I am excited about Economic Stimulus
Package (ESP) with regards to the health facilities
upgrade in the whole country. I am excited that some
hospitals are going to be built and I am particularly
ecstatic because in a couple of my villages which did
not have clinics at all, we are going to see construction
of those facilities in our village of Gopong, which has a
population of around 1300 or 1400 and a population of
around 1000 in Tswaaneng. They did not have a facility
at all. So, I think with ESP targeting some of these rural
areas that are predominant in my constituency, I think
progress will be achieved.
I am also happy that going forth, areas like
Molapowabojang will enjoy having facilities like
maternity clinic because with a population of around 10
000, the village did not have a maternity.
MR MANGOLE: On a point of clarification. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable. I am
grateful that as a Minister you are handling your debate
very well and have extensive information on what is
contained in the ESP, let me take advantage of that and
ask if Deborah Retief Memorial Hospital is included in
the programme.
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker. The
construction of Mochudi new hospital has not been
included in the ESP. It is under the Committee of Supply
that was approved by this Honourable House. Currently
we are at the stage of designs and we hope that by the
beginning of next year we shall construct the hospital or
sometime next year.
MR DAVIDS: On a point of clarification. Thank you.
Can you state where the hospitals are going to be built?
Is the primary hospital long promised to be built in
Kgatleng East also included in the ESP? Thank you.
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, let me indulge
them for this one as well, but going forth I would beg
your indulgence to continue with my debate because
time is not on my side.
Madam Speaker, the hospitals that are planned for ESP
are Gumare Primary Hospital, Tutume, Honourable
Batshu’s area and also Thamaga Primary Hospital.
Unfortunately there is no plan in the ESP to include a
primary hospital in Kgatleng, especially because already
there is an envisaged hospital construction at Mochudi.
Madam Speaker, we have a population that has about 6
per cent of youth and we appreciate that there is a lot of
youth who are unemployed, who are roaming the streets
and I think with the advent of ETSSP, it is about time
that we concentrate now on upskilling and retooling
the youth, making sure that whatever damage which
has been done, we correct it. This is because as we
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speak, most of our youth do not have vocational skills
and I believe that with ETSSP, most of our youth on
completion of their primary schools, they would have
the ability to choose whatever career path they want, be
it arts, be it Health Sciences or be it construction.
I further want to ask the Ministry of Youth, Sport and
Culture to also consider putting up a Youth Centre in
Mmathethe. Mmathethe is a big village. It is a central
village surrounded by many other villages and we would
appreciate it if we have a Youth Centre there that has all
the amenities that come with it so that we keep our youth
off the streets. It would also do no harm if also such
facilities are put up in a village like Digawana perhaps,
because it has produced a lot of talent, we are aware
that there are the likes of Talk-Talk Motlhabankwe who
come from that village.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Only.
DR MADIGELE: He is not the only one, they are
many. Madam Speaker, I am also happy that in my
constituency there are four junior secondary schools
but three of them have boarding facilities. We have
been experiencing a lot of problems with overcrowding
in the hostels, with breakage of the ablution facilities.
I am excited because I have seen that the construction
of additional facilities like classrooms, laboratories
has been included particularly for Nthwalang Junior
Secondary School in Digawana and Mmathethe Junior
Secondary School in Mmathethe. I have also begged for
inclusion in the future plans for the upgrade of Maokane
CJSS which is located beyond Jwaneng and I share it
with Honourable Kesupile so that it as well experience
some form of improvement.
I am also happy that Gopong Primary School which is
currently a two classroom school will also experience
some growth. This is because some of those villages
which are disenfranchised, which do not have a lot of
facilities. It is important that we go forth and improve
their condition of life.
Madam Speaker, I am excited and happy that with the
advent of ESP, we are going to experience upgrade or
servicing of about 37 000 plots which comprises of
residential plots, commercial plots, and industrial plots.
I am also happy that a lot of tancky projects or tancky
houses will be constructed. But we are experiencing a
problem in my constituency, particularly in Mmathethe
village because some of the areas or some of the people
who have already constructed, it is said that they do not
exist in a map and that puts us under a lot of pressure
that going forth, servicing of land is very important
and it is very critical that all plots in the future, funds
permitting should be serviced so that our people will not
suffer when they try to construct their houses.
We have another problem of a certain group of people
who call themselves ‘A Concerned Group’, who are in
Molapowabojang village. This has resulted in failure to
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allocate plots, for at least 10 years now and this Madam
Speaker is not good for us because our youth, and even
those who had money to build, cannot build because
they cannot be allocated land and I ask the Minister
Honourable Maele to address that situation. Our people
want to build houses at Molapowabojang but there is
this problem where people say the land is theirs so there
is still some litigation that is going on or so I was told.
Madam Speaker, issues of national security are very
critical for proper governance of our country and I
believe that our Government is doing all it can to move
with the times in terms of strengthening our border
security and also our internal security so that we can
remain head to head with some of these terrible people
who are terrorising people as emerging security threats
which we hear there and there. Because we live in
a global village it is important that we move with the
times, our infrastructure remains up to date so that we
can be able to defend our sovereignty as a Republic.
I want to put it across Madam Speaker that because I
come from Lobatse and I grew up there with Sadique
we were not quite happy with the relocation of the High
Court. It is still pains that High Court headquarters was
relocated from Lobatse and I hope that something like
that should not happen in the future.
I am quite happy as well with the mobile courts
introduction that they will help us to fight criminal
activities. I would like to put it across to the Minister of
Defence that my constituents are pleading that…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of clarification
Madam Speaker. Thank you Madam Speaker, whilst he
is still on that subject of High Court which makes him
unhappy what does he say about the leather park and
the fact that they still have Botswana Meat Commission
(BMC) when they do not have cattle at Lobatse.
DR MADIGELE: I have heard unsubstantiated reports
that Shoshong people want to relocate the leather
park, you should just hold your horses because you
say you have water. Madam Speaker, my constituents
are pleading that stock theft cases be taken back to
Customary Courts. They say that because they are
saying that these criminals are habitual criminals. They
steal today and then when they get to the courts they are
given bail and then they steal again. So they are saying
that up and until the stock theft cases are taken back to
Customary Courts we will still experience this problem
which is quite rampant. Not only in my constituency
but the whole country. We have places like Maisane,
the one Honourable Kesupile was talking about. It is a
centre of crime in terms of stock theft. These are areas
which when going forth I would also ask the Minister
responsible to put up maybe a satellite police station in
those hot spots so that we increase visibility to act as
deterrent.
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I am also pleading with the Minister to consider
building two police stations in my constituency in the
two centres of Molapowabojang and Mmathethe so
that we fight this problem. Mmathethe will cater for
a huge square surface area of Metlobo, Gasegwagwa
and Molapowabojang will also cater for Lotlhakane,
Kgomokasitwa, Tswaaneng and so on.
It is important Madam Speaker, going forth to Civil
National Registration to commend the Ministry of
Honourable Batshu to be doing a good job in terms of
Civil and National registration. They are up to date;
their software is in tandem with the times. They can
register but there is a problem yet again at Mmathethe.
Mmathethe is surrounded by small villages such as
Gasegwagwa, Ditojana, Metlobo, there is a lot of people
who are unregistered there, some as old as Honourable
Haskins Nkaigwa. They are many there. It is important
that we put up an office especially in Mmathethe so
that it can cater for that area so that they can be able to
register people Honourable Minister.
Madam Speaker, my constituency mainly thrives on
agriculture. We have the Mmalore/Mosisedi axis. We
have the Kanngwe/Metlobo axis and the Ditojana/
Dipina/Gasegwagwa/Mogapinyana axis. These are
areas where there is a lot of food production and our
country depends on those areas for food security. So it is
important that going forth with respect to infrastructural
development we always think about those areas. We
know that the Special Economic Zone is catering for
Pandamatenga as a start and I plead with the relevant
Ministry that going forth we should also consider the
southern part of the country as a grain Special Economic
Zone so that we enhance our food security.
I think going forth with respect to infrastructure they
should also consider in the meantime upgrading the
roads to Tsatsu where there is an agricultural facility.
The roads from Mmathethe/Kanngwe, Metlobo, roads
from Mmathethe/Mmalore/Mosi, roads from Dipina to
Ditojwana, to Gasegwagwa need to be graded regularly
so that we improve movement. We improve mobility
in those areas so that the farmers can easily take their
produce to the relevant centres to sell and so on.
I also plead with the Ministry of Agriculture to consider
electrifying Tsatsu. Tsatsu is a very important part
of agriculture because that is where they do Artificial
Insemination and I think electrifying Tsatsu will help
the farmers in that vicinity to bring the power grid close
to their farms so that they can take advantage of the
technology to improve production.
Madam Speaker, I would like to also take this opportunity
to thank the Chinese Embassy for having helped us
de-stump a huge track of land in Kanngwe. About 40
hectares were de-stumped and I think partnerships like
that are encouraged so that we improve our capacity as
a Government with respect to food security.
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Moving onto tourism Madam Speaker, I am happy that
tourism continues to be a huge player in our economy.
There are about 35 000 jobs in this particular area and I
understand the number of jobs is growing. I would also
like the relevant Ministry; the Ministry of Tourism to
also not concentrate only in the North because I think it
is just skewed right now. They should also concentrate
and pay a little bit of attention to the South. We have the
beautiful Mogonye Gorges owned by the Vice President.
We have Motselekatse Hills at Molapowabojang. We
have the pans villages like Tswaaneng, Gasita, and
Selokolela. Those areas are a beauty to the eye and they
also have the flora and fauna which attract tourists. Even
us as well we can even be tourists within our country.
So, it is important that we consider those as well going
forward.
I was saddened Madam Speaker, when I was flying, I
think earlier this month, over Chobe. I could see a lot
of trees had fallen and branches were all over the place,
I think to the extent of mere deforestation. On asking, I
was told that there were a lot of elephants in the area. I
think it is important to maintain a good human-animal
balance to avoid this conflict which we currently hear
stories that elephants are terrorising in some places. I
think it is important to maintain a good human animal
balance, to avoid this conflict which right now we are
hearing stories that elephants terrorise in this place
and that one, I think it is important that we maintain
a good number. We talk to the relevant authorities
like Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) and so forth to try to bring back those
numbers to avoid conflict between humans and wild
animals. Some of my constituents are worried about
this hunting ban Madam Speaker. Some of them make
a livelihood through hunting and they told me that
Honourable Member we want you to go and talk about
the hunting ban that it is impacting negatively on us. I
think what was answered yesterday by the Honourable
Minister, yes it is an answer, but I think going forward
now we should we should engage all the stakeholders so
that they know what is happening, what is contemporary,
so that they would be able to agree easily unlike what is
happening currently.
Madam Speaker, there are a lot of problems especially
water situation; Honourable Mokaila knows about this
and I talk to him about this every day. Ever since I grew
up in Molapowabojang, there has never been sufficient
water. Molapowabojang is suffering, there is no water,
right now they have about two to three weeks without
water. Places like Digawana, Gathwane, Mmathethe,
Magoreapitse there is no water completely there. Let
me also take this opportunity to thank Mr Chand of
Diagnofirm Laboratories, because he helped us to equip
a borehole at Segwagwa. That borehole we are currently
using it temporarily until Honourable Mokaila acquires
funds to extend the North South Carrier from Goodhope
to Metlojane, Magoreapitse and Mmathethe. I hope that
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happens quickly Honourable Minister, because those
people are now suffering and they want to see you,
since I have told you Honourable Minister. From the
information that we get from geological surveys; there
is a lot of water in the Gasita and Dipina area, I think
you should also consider those areas in terms of sinking
boreholes so that in the meantime while we are waiting
for the big bang ...
MR MOLATLHEGI: Procedure. Please advice the
Member on the floor to try to use Setswana. He is using
expressions like “go sinka” (to sink), earlier he was
saying “go hanta” (hunting). I know he is a youth, but I
am kindly requesting him to use proper Setswana words.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, he heard you, he is a young
person; please speak proper Setswana Honourable
Member.
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker, I had
actually intended to speak Setswana but I manage to
speak it well at kgotla meetings Madam Speaker, but
when I come into parliament it vanishes. You will
forgive me. Madam Speaker, with respect to roads there
is a problem, in my constituency, I will go just straight
to the point; Molapowabojang village 10 000 people
inhabitants in that village with no access into the village.
I request Madam Speaker that the relevant Ministry
should consider putting up access road three kilometres
into Molapowabojang so that it becomes like other
villages, and be able to have an access road which goes
only to the Kgotla. We also are requesting that some
of the roads that need to be tarmacked, an important
road that goes into the production areas of MmathetheMetlobo-Cwaaneng about 47 kilometres of road going
into the huge farms of the South. We need that road to
be upgraded so that it can be user friendly to people who
live in that area. We also have Rammonnedi-Segwagwa
road, Motlhalawakgomo-Selokolela-Gasita-Lorolwane
road, Jwaneng-Maokane road, Goodhope-KgoroGathwane road, Mosi access road and Gamajaalela
access road, which are some of the roads that are very
important. They are very pertinent to the people of
my constituency because among all the 10 wards that
I have, only three wards have tarred roads Madam
Speaker, only three wards out of 10. Seven wards only
hear people talking about tarred roads.
It is important Madam Speaker as well to consider
putting up internal roads in the big villages of
Mmathethe and Molapowabojang, and also consider
with urgency to put a bridge in Molapowabojang that
connects Molapowabojang to Mogojogojo because
when it is rainy season like this no one goes to work and
school and we are going to face a problem, especially
when we are approaching December and January.
Madam Speaker, as I go towards conclusion, I am happy
that the Ministry of Power has found it fit to connect
Lorolwane to the national grid. I just want to ask the
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relevant Ministry to expedite that process because ever
since it was approved in the last sitting of Parliament
nothing seems to be happening on the ground. I think it
is important that when we go for Christmas people must
see something happening, see some wayleaves being
cleared, just seeing that there are some poles which
are being erected. It is important that the people of
Lorolwane enjoy electricity like other people. I also urge
the Ministry to consider expanding the Lorwana network
because half of the village does not have electricity, it is
said they are not on the map and is important that we
rush to make sure that Lorwana and Gathwane enjoy
electricity like other people. I will take this opportunity
to thank the Ministry of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources to have approved the expansion of the
network in Molapowabojang and Mmathethe and I think
that is the way to go as I conclude Madam Speaker.
MR B. G. BUTALE (TATI WEST): I thank you
Madam Speaker for this opportunity that you have given
me to respond to His Excellency’s State of the Nation
address and I must say it is good to have you back,
when the mother is not there sometimes we remain here
suffering. It is good to have you back Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, the 2015 State of the Nation Address
was in my view the most comprehensive yet made by
His Excellency the President. I was most impressed and
attracted by the beacon of having Botswana becoming a
high country. I believe Madam Speaker; we are on track
to achieve this in our lifetime.
In 1966 when Botswana gained independence, 60 per
cent of the population lived below the Poverty Datum
Line. Now that figure is at 20 per cent. Right now
Madam Speaker, the literacy rate in Botswana is over
80 per cent. It was only 20 per cent at independence.
Health facilities are everywhere, we have near universal
access to education; free education from pre-school to
Harvard. We have done much, but more can still be
done. Madam Speaker, the successes that the Botswana
Democratic Party Government has scored over the years
have raised the expectations of the public even higher,
such that we have become victims of our success. Many
of the young people in Botswana grow up with tar roads,
water and electricity and really they are not moved
when we speak about the past successes. Before I deal
with what can be done for the future, I would like to
deal with issues that concern my constituency Madam
Speaker, the constituency of Tati West.
The main concerns relating to my constituency
Madam Speaker are those regarding roads, water and
infrastructure. Number one on the people’s minds is
the Tshesebe/Masunga road. This road has been on the
cards when my uncle was still a Member of Parliament
in 1984; the designs of this road were done then. Madam
Speaker, the road has been designed and all that is left is
for it to be tendered for.
Over the years, various reasons have delayed the
construction of this road and it is the busiest dirt road in
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Botswana. There is no other dirt road that has more cars
than the Tshesebe/Masunga road. It is the only road that
connects the constituency to the A1…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR B. G. BUTALE: In fact the whole district; the only
road that connects the whole district to the A1.
My colleague, the previous speaker was complaining
that three of his wards have got tarred roads; I have no
ward with tarred road. We have got only one spine road
that traverses the constituency. We have no roads that
branch from this road into Dikgotla like all the other
constituencies in this country.
Madam Speaker, the people of Tati West are crying for
roads in Gulubane Ward and in Kalakamati Ward.
Above all these, and I am happy that my second
favourite Minister is here, is the issue of water. The
village of Jakalas No.1 Madam Speaker has been
suffering with no water for the past two years. When
I made my maiden response to the State of the Nation
Address I talked about Jakalas No. 1 that the high areas
of the village have absolutely no water and the low areas
of the village have water at intermittent times.
It is not only Jakalas No.1 Madam Speaker that is
suffering from this anomaly but people have resorted to
drinking water from unsafe sources. It is worrying that
when we are thinking of becoming a first world country,
we are having people in Botswana who are digging for
water in ponds Madam Speaker. I think the gains that we
have made health wise…
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker and thank
you Honourable Member. Indeed I am fully aware and
Honourable Member I am happy to say to you that we
have engaged the Ministry of Finance and Development
Planning, there is a possibility of a $150 million loan
from the World Bank that we are currently working on
to extend the works from Ntimbale Dam to cover the
entire North East. It is part of that package that we are
working on because I am fully aware of the problems in
your constituency. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR B. G. BUTALE: I think you are very close to
overthrowing Honourable Batshu. Since that issue of
water has been responded to, I will move on from that
Madam Speaker and say that the North East District to
my…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR B. G. BUTALE: Even the roads Madam Speaker,
I am informed that the Tshesebe/Masunga road is on the
top three roads that are going to be constructed under
ESP. I believe that my people will be very happy to hear
that.
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Madam Speaker, still going on; the North East District
is the only District that I know that does not have
a Council Chamber in the whole of Botswana. The
Councillors meet in a little improvised room. I know
somebody will say the Chobe Council does not have
a Council Chamber but Chobe came into being just a
couple of months ago.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR B. G. BUTALE: My colleague here says Palapye
does not have a Council Chamber, I am talking about
districts. The North East District is the only district
in Botswana that does not have a Council Chamber
Honourable Member. Not only that, the North East
District is the only district in Botswana that does not
have a Magistrates Court building Madam Speaker. The
North East District is the only district that does not have
a library in Botswana. I could go on and on and on.
Madam Speaker, after a while, people begin to think that
maybe they are being excluded and we keep on praying
and say no, you are not being excluded these things are
coming, ESP is coming. Please assist this young MP to
come back in 2019 because they tell me that your uncle
said the same thing, you are saying the same thing,
and this is like a disease. Please Madam Speaker and
Honourable Ministers that are here, assist me to protect
whatever we have in that…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTERHUIZEN): On a point of
correction. North East is not a district Madam Speaker,
it is a sub-district.
MR B. G. BUTALE: That is a new one coming from the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
but I think it is the air conditioner that is confusing you
Honourable Minister.
Let me go on. Botswana needs to diversify its economy.
Botswana needs to industrialise. We have built one of
the best engineering universities in Africa, perhaps in
the World; Botswana International University of Science
and Technology (BIUST) that is going to be churning
out hundreds of engineers every year. What are these
children that are coming out from Palapye going to be
doing?
Madam Speaker, I believe that we must as a country
start manufacturing cars and we must build nuclear
power plants. Manufacturing cars; we have iron ore
aplenty in Ngamiland. My Kgosi over there is smiling
at the thought of mountains of iron ore. We have plans
to build the biggest smelters in Africa in Phikwe with
Polaris 2. Why can we not think much broader than
that and have car manufacturing industries set up in
Botswana. We have lots of land in Tati West; we could
easily accommodate such endeavours.
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People will tell you that these things are expensive and
these things should not be done by black people but I
believe Madam Speaker where there is a will, a way
will always be found. If we feel that all these things can
only be done by a white person, that is what is going to
happen, it will only be done by white people, we cannot
do it. Botswana is the only country in Africa that can
start these things and do them for various reasons. One;
we have political stability and economic stability. It is
not only that; we are strategically placed in a region that
can sustain all of these ambitious plans that I am going
to be talking about.

have this beautiful country with beautiful opportunities,
but we do not aggressively market ourselves. We just
hope that people would discover this Eden in Africa.
We must say it first, and say that we are the financial
service centre for Africa, we are the IT centre for Africa
so that people will begin to hear our story or even hear
our blurb and come and see. We must blow our own
trumpet. I know it is against our culture to do that. We
feel that we have to be humble; we should not be like
those other countries that are doing all sorts of things.
If we are doing that Madam Speaker, we will eat while
others have finished eating.

Nuclear power plants; we have uranium reserves,
maybe second to the biggest in the world and we are
all excited that we will take all of this uranium as is
and send it to Japan or Europe so that they can make
electricity. Why can we not make our own nuclear
power plants in Botswana and have cheap electricity,
have electricity with lower carbon footprints and that
we can sell to neighbouring countries. But it starts with
a dream, everything in the world starts with a dream, a
desire, a thought and we are not dreaming when we talk
about nuclear power plants, we are not dreaming when
we are talking about car manufacturing. We have got
the raw material in our country. Not only do we have
the raw material but we have this university that if we
do not start making plans to employ these hundreds
of engineers that we will be churning out, we will be
creating future problems for ourselves as the ruling
party.

Agro Industries; Madam Speaker in Pandamatenga and
in Tati West are using Ntibale Dam.

MR MANGOLE: On a point of clarification. Thank
you Honourable Member. I like the flow of your debate
and I would like to say that you keep repeating that there
is nothing that stops us form manufacturing cars in our
country. I wanted you to compare what you are saying
to the fact that we once had a manufacturing plant, the
Hyundai Plant here in Botswana and it quickly relocated
to South Africa. What are we going to do this around to
keep it?
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable colleague.
The Hyundai power plant; and Mr Hyundai is here as
well, he will tell you that it was due to, I do not know if
I could use this word, it was sabotaged plain and simple.
If we have our own manufacturing plant, nobody can
sabotage us because we will be doing it ourselves not
asking people to come and set up Hyundai. We will
have our own cars here in Botswana, we can call them
Masisi, we can even call them Mangole; our very own
cars manufactured in our country.
Madam Speaker, we as Botswana can become the
financial service centre of the world, and I am not saying
Africa and I am doing this deliberately. We can become
a financial service centre of the world. But our problem
as a country is that we are not aggressive enough. We
do not go out there to sell the country. We do not go out
there to tell people what we have, what we can do. We
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Tourism; Madam Speaker, we have to diversify our
portfolio. My colleague was talking about hunting ban. I
was in Kasane the other day, I saw a head of buffalo, and
this is no joke; 20 kilometres long, a head of buffalo.
Not to talk about elephants. Can we just have this ban
suspended as regards buffalos and elephants to try and
avert the ecological disaster that I think we are heading
into?
Coal to liquids; I know my government is working hard
to turn our vast coal reserves into petroleum products,
fertiliser, into plastics, into downstream industry. I
would just urge the concerned Minister again; today
I am just talking about one Minister, to speed up that
process. And I know in Botswana we do things in slow
motion, slow but sure, but we do not have the time
Honourable Minister, let us strike the iron while it is hot.
If you could have these power plants, we will be able
to employ thousands of people, we will save foreign
exchange, we will not buy petroleum products from
outside, create employment, we will beneficiate and
we will be able to tell people; most people think that
the government of Botswana, the BDP government is
about Ipelegeng. We are much sophisticated and that we
have this coal to liquids road maps. We have the Special
Economic Zone. Let us move fast to actualise all of
these ideas.
African commodities exchange; Madam Speaker,
Botswana again is …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! We seem to have lost the
quorum.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: They are lying down? Let me
count you. You are 20. Wait for someone to come. Help
us by getting someone to come in so that we proceed.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Like I said, our government is a government of many
bright ideas. But sometimes again, it is this humility
that turns to define us as government of Ipelegeng not
a government of coal to liquids, not a government of
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Special Economic Zones, not government of Botswana
International University of Science And Technology,
not a sophisticated government as we really are.
African Commodity Exchange in Botswana Madam
Speaker that will deal in commodities and directives
would also help us employ many young Batswana. And
these things will not happen unless and until we invite
people and tell them that this is what we are planning,
this is what we can do. We can turn Botswana into a
transport hub. For the sake of time, I would just leave
that at that.
Madam Speaker, our state own enterprises, what we
commonly call parastatals in Botswana can become
another angle of growth. We have some really brilliant
parastatals in the country but they are not pulling their
weight as much as they could. Because really with the
over 40 parastatals we have, unemployment should be a
thing of the past. But they are playing it very safe. The
idea is that we should not waste any money. The idea
is that we should not take too many risks. Every year
we should declare the minimum amount of profits we
can make so that the Chief Executive keeps his post.
Because of this conservative nature and management
style, a lot of our young people are roaming in streets
when they really should not be.
I know these are thoughts that are bubbling in the
Government Enclave, but I believe we would need a
Ministry of state enterprises that will crack the weep so
to speak amongst his parastatals so that they could come
to the party.
We need to think outside the box Madam Speaker. I
once put a post in my Facebook address that we need
a speed train between Johannesburg and Gaborone
passing through Pretoria and Zeerust so that we
could open up the investment opportunities between
Gaborone and Johannesburg, that people can stay in
Gaborone and work in Johannesburg and be vice versa.
You should have seen people condemning such an idea
Madam Speaker. It seems that our culture or society
celebrate mediocrity. If you say something that seems
too fantastic, you get killed so to speak.
I smiled the other day when I was reading the African
Unions Vision 2063, where the African Union was
thinking about the very same idea that I have floated in
Facebook. We could have the speed train that would be
able to shorten the trouble distance between Gaborone
and Johannesburg, and make it to even an hour or 30
minutes so that we could facilitate greater trade between
Gaborone and Johannesburg.
Madam Speaker, Botswana is one country that has a lot
of opportunities that are lying idle that need to be tapped.
Madam Speaker, one of the ways to really grow the
Botswana economy; and I know this will very unpopular,
is to have a targeted immigration into the country, where
countries like Dubai, Australia, America have become
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prosperous because of their open immigration policies.
We can double the population of Botswana to four
million by careful and targeted immigration. Once you
double the population of the country, you double the
infrastructure. And when you double the infrastructure,
the GDP of the country becomes wealthier. I know some
Batswana will say no, no let us keep everybody out,
keep Botswana pure for Batswana; we do not want to
invite trouble.
MR GUMA: On a point of elucidation. I agree with
you entirely. When you look at America today, it is a
country of immigrants, it has developed to where it is
because they did exactly what you are saying. Most of
the experts are in America doing exactly what you are
saying. You are on the right track.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Member.
If we could do that Madam Speaker, our country
will become wealthy beyond imagination. Still on
immigration Madam Speaker, I think we need a
comprehensive national policy on immigration that we
can agree with as a nation. A lot of…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable. Honourable
Member do you not think Honourable Guma is
misleading since he was almost deported to Zimbabwe?
MR B. G. BUTALE: This is very ironic; a foreigner is
saying somebody else is a foreigner. This is the beauty
of our country.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR B. G. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, the rental market
in Gaborone has gone down. There a lot of empty
houses, a lot of people are unable to pay their mortgages
specifically because of this immigration stranglehold. A
lot of foreigners have left this country.
When I spoke at the last State of the Nation Address
(SONA) I had a friend of mine who had a rejection from
the Ministry of Immigration that said, “Your appeal for
a residence permit has been denied because your appeal
is unsuccessful.” Now the Immigration Department
has become more sophisticated. They do not say that
anymore, they say that you do not meet the points
required. A lot of people have left this country Madam
Speaker and I think this has made Botswana much the
poorer.
Madam Speaker, the President talked about the
Economic Stimulus Plan. It has generated a lot of
excitement amongst people who love this country and
also a lot of fear amongst others, even though I do
not understand where the fear is coming from. I liked
what the Minister of Finance said the other day when
talking about the Economic Stimulus Plan. It is a plan
that is maybe deliberately misunderstood by some.
Botswana has been known as a country that has prudent
management of its resources, not only in Africa but the
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world over. That is our trademark; who we are and what
we are known by. I am happy that the President when he
was speaking at the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
Special Congress; he said that we will not be reckless.
Even the Minister of Finance has said that we will not
be reckless in our spending.
Some people have said that we are going to finish our
foreign reserves; we are going to do this and that, which
has never been said by anybody in the ruling party as
far as I am aware. The Minister of Finance has said we
will borrow within our agreed statutory debt limits;
we will not pillage the foreign reserves. The foreign
reserves show up our currency, the Pula is as strong
as it is because of the foreign reserves. The foreign
reserves help our credit ratings; because of our foreign
reserves we are able to borrow money at lower interest
rates. Our foreign reserves bring money into the country
through interest every year. They are one of the biggest
contributors to our fiscals. Our foreign reserves are like
our insurance, our wealth fund. Botswana’s foreign
reserves do not necessarily belong to the Government of
Botswana. They belong to the people of Botswana yes,
but to different entities, individuals and organisations.
Therefore it is not money that is just there to be taken
and eaten as our colleagues in the Opposition have
been saying for the past 30 or so years. I believe that
this prudent economic management of our country will
continue for many years to come.
The ESP will help our macro-economic stability. It will
help the country improve its infrastructure. It will help
us take off, so that we reach our goals of becoming a
high income country in our lifetime. We would be able
to deal with the power and water situation once and for
all, as the Minister of power has just being saying.
Mr Speaker, we all know the…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of correction. I think
for purposes of our records, the Honourable Member
Biggie Butale has been talking about Minister of Power.
He has said that a couple of times and I think it is best
for our records for him to say the right thing. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Butale, say the right
thing.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Okay, when you are a teacher,
you just nit-pick. The Minister for Minerals, Energy and
Water Resources, but he is responsible for power and he
is the Minister for power.
Mr Speaker, as I was saying that we have all the
ingredients to become the most prosperous country in
Africa, not only in Africa but in the world. We have a
robust legal system, a respected legal system, adherence
to contracts and that is very important in facilitating
commerce. We have a relatively educated and skilled
workforce. We are in the right place in the region to reap
all the benefits and really see our country move much
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further than it is. Like I said, it is because we are so
humbled, we are so modest that if we do not change
this mind-set, even 50 years from now we will still be
complaining that we are not taking advantage of what
God has given this country.
Mr Speaker, next year is the 50th anniversary of this
country, this great republic. It is a year when we will
be looking backwards to see what has been achieved
in Vision 2016. I humbly stand here with all humility
Mr Speaker to share with colleagues here and to
ask for their support. I have a vision or dream that
my constituency Tati West would have computer
laboratories with internet in all the schools, primary
and secondary. I understand that our government cannot
do everything on its own and with this in mind that I
have come up with a project to make sure that we have
computer laboratories with internet in all the schools in
Tati West. I am going to be raising funds in the coming
months in trying to meet the objectives of Vision 2016
of having an educated and informed nation. I will be
riding a bicycle from my constituency to Gaborone and
I will be coming to you Honourable Members to ask
you to sponsor that, so that we can raise the necessary
millions to buy those computers. I am just saying this
Mr Speaker as an encouragement that if we all try we
can make our country much better and I will not only
just raise those computers for my constituency, I will
also if it is successful and if I am willing, I will also
ride a bicycle if you allow me Honourable Moipisi to
your constituency as well to help raise computers for
you your constituency.
In closing Mr Speaker…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of elucidation. I do not know why you are thinking
of sitting down Honourable Colleague because you are
getting in to a favourite topic of mine which is riding
bicycles although you are talking about riding bicycles
for raising money.
I want you to expand on it in the State of the Nation
Address under Health; we are talking about health being
the responsibility of the individual. We are talking about
empowerment of people through activities that they can
do and lifestyle choices that they would like. I would
like you to talk at length whether you think we are
thinking along the right lines so that people can choose
certain life activities that would impact on their health in
the long term. So let us talk a little bit about that.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Minister
you have expanded my vision somewhat and I will
invite you to ride with me in some of the ways. I am sure
you will also assist with… we do not need an ambulance
there.
As my colleague has said, I am a man of faith but let
us meet and talk about that and see how we can expand
the vision and also help the communities along the road
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from Francistown right down to Gaborone participating
in this bicycle ride and also maybe have it not as a onceoff event but as a lifestyle that we exercise and watch
our blood pressure, weight and sugar levels.
MR MOREMI: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Butale. I have been
listening to you. I am thankful that you have hope that
Botswana can rise to the horizons of developments
which we need. I thought you will wind up by talking
about the Masunga/Tshesebe road, that for years the
government has been failing to construct it. Even your
uncle tried to talk, but still there was no progress.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR MOREMI: Therefore I wanted you to reconcile
these things that when you look at these things, why
are all those noble ideas you are having not being
implemented? We are still doing things the way they
have always been done. What is it that could be changed
that could change that situation?
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable colleague.
Personally I believe that it is the nature of our people,
we are conservative, it is like that Biblical story where
the Master gave a servant one talent and the servant
buried it and when the Master came he went and dug
and gave it back to the Master and said “here is your
talent as it is.” It is the nature of our people.
What I know is that the Permanent Secretaries are the
Accounting Officers in the various Ministries and they
do not want anything that will upset the Parliamentary
Accounts Committee, they do not want anything that
will rock the boat. They just want peace in these 12
months, nothing too drastic, nothing that has not been
done before and therefore, they will only put on their
plate what they believe they can eat and nothing more
than that. For our country to move forward, we should
not frown upon calculated risk taking. We should not
frown upon people that will want to jump further than
we have ever seen anybody jump. I have been looking at
our various Chief Executive Officers (CEOs), I like the
new Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) CEO.
He is saying we are charting a new territory. I have
not talked to him, but just listening to him on radio, he
seems to be different from the way Batswana managers
are. Even the Cabinet Minister when he is appointed to
Cabinet, he wants to make sure that in 5 years when
he is in Cabinet nothing bad happens in the Ministry
and then deliver the Ministry intact as I found it to the
next person because if you are too adventurous, you
will end up messing things which you have been given
responsibility over. I think that is the problem. That is
why any Ministry that returns money to the fiscal, they
are not scolded. If you are given 2 billion and you return
1 billion, you are told “well done,” whereas it should
be “what are you doing”? You should even be fired
but in Botswana if you ask for 2 million for the year
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2015/2015 and you return 1 million, you are patted on
the back whereas in other countries that shows that you
have failed in your job and I hope…
MS MAKGATO: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Honourable colleague for yielding. The challenge is that
having been a Minister for the last 5 years, now 6, you
do not want to be in the meeting with the Honourable
Minister of Finance when you have money to give back.
I can promise you that for sure because it is something
that does not augur well in terms of our budgeting
system in Botswana especially when you look at our
electorates who would have expected projects to have
been delivered and then as a result of lack of capacity
or whatever the reasons may be, it is never an easy ride
with the Ministry of Finance. Is there anything that you
can suggest that you think could be done differently to
facilitate or to assist so that we do not return that amount
of money? Because sometimes there are legitimate
reasons although we would not necessarily ordinarily
want to do that.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Mr Speaker. One of
the ways is the Ministerial Tender Committees, Public
Procurement and Asset Disposal Board (PPADB), why
can they not work Saturday and Sunday to make sure
they push all of these projects? But if you say that, it
is so fantastic, we work on Saturday and Sunday! Who
is going to attend weddings; who is going to attend
funerals, who is going to go to church? We are not
prepared.
If you go to Japan, you have people that work 18 hours
for 30 days to make sure that they push the projects. In
Botswana we do not, when it hits 1630 hours, it is time
up good people.
MR MOREMI: On a point of elucidation. I like that
point you are on Honourable Member. If you can make
calculations, in Botswana we work for 48 hours. Instead
of a weekend where we rest, we actually spend two days
out of seven working. I just wanted to emphasise that.
MR B. G. BUTALE: It is very true Honourable
Member. Even the five days that we are paid for, half of
them you will find were spent not performing. I know
Honourable Batshu can inform his team that they should
meet at 7 p.m. in his office and it is a culture. With other
people if you say that to them, they see you as a cruel
person, they will start raising issues like they are not
paid overtime by virtue of being on E scale. We need
to change that mind set. I know Honourable Madigele
has done this because medical doctors do this. I once
worked for 48 hours without sleep…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Your debate is quite interesting Honourable
colleague, there is a Setswana saying that ‘lore le ojwa
le sale metsi’. That is as you raise a child they have
to know that for them to get anywhere they have to
work hard. The situation is different nowadays though
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because even when a child has not performed well they
just progress to a higher standard and that can breed the
culture that you are talking about because things came
about easy for them.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Honourable Member, it is people
like you and me that can change that culture. It is not
somebody who is going to come from somewhere and
we have to say that we should change. If we do not
change, when the diamond money eventually finishes,
people will be laughing at us that we failed to utilise it
wisely. But I know God loves this country too much,
you and I Honourable Member will try to change that.
In closing, I will quote William Shakespeare and Julius
Caesar, ‘there is a tide in the affairs of men which taken
at the flood leads on to fortune, omitted all the voyage
of their lives is bound in shallows and misery. On such a
full sea are we now afloat and we must take the current
when it serves or lose our ventures’…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Change the Government.
MR B. G. BUTALE: No, no. There is no need to change
the Government. God has placed you strategically so
that you advise us and so if we change the order of
nature things will go awry. With those few remarks Mr
Speaker, I thank you.
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you Mr
Speaker for giving me a chance to debate this evening.
I should congratulate Kgosi Lotlamoreng II for winning
the elections that guaranteed a place for him in this
Honourable House. He has come to help us with these
problems that we are faced with, thank you Kgosi. I
should begin by sending a message of condolence to
Matsha College as well as the parents of the students
with regard to what happened.
I am saddened by what happened and we should
console the teachers, parents and the students as this
is something they will remember as they go on with
their lives. We should also remember the departed
because we lost people who were going to develop this
country in the future. I wish that those who are injured
recuperate quickly so that they can resume their studies
even though they will carry the scars with them forever.
I would like to encourage them to have hope and know
that whatever happened has happened and they should
be consoled and trust in God. I would like to now get on
to the State of the Nation Address. Mr Speaker I want
to say that …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Extend your welcome to
Honourable Molale.
MR RANTUANA: Yes I will welcome him. Mr
Speaker I should invite His Excellency the President to
visit Ramotswa. I always hear that he visits other areas
and he has never visited the Malete area ever since I
became a Member of Parliament. He should come and
see what we do in our area. It would help so that during
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the State of the Nation Address, he can include us. I wish
to sit with him and discuss issues. Ever since I became a
Member of Parliament nobody has ever showed me the
President. I just assumed that he is the President when I
saw him and so it should not be like that. He should visit
us in the Malete area as he does with other areas.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You should make a fire
that is when he will come.
MR RANTUANA: The fire is there at the Kgotla.
Mr Speaker I sometimes feel embarrassed whenever
we are in Parliament where we are supposed to discuss
national issues and we treat the House as if we are under
the trees. We just say what we want. We talk about
things that cannot develop the lives of Batswana and to
those who do that I would like to say that we should
refrain from that as Members of Parliament. We should
know that whenever we are in the House we should
discuss things that will take our country forward and
discuss issues that will unify the nation and not issues
that we discussed at the freedom squares. I should also
commend Honourable Molale ‘The Hard Rock’, for
having made it to Parliament even though I did not vote
for him. I have no choice but to welcome you since we
are going to be working together. I would like to state
that this Specially Elected Member nomination should
be done correctly and not the way it happens currently.
It is used to appease friendships or those loyal to them.
Giving people loyal to you such positions borders on
corruption because you would not consider whether
they are even suitable for those positions.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of clarification Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable
colleague. I really like the way you are debating and I
just wanted to ask concerning the issue on which you say
you do not like the way voting is done and that the loyal
ones should not be elected. I did not understand you, I
want to ask that, when you nominated Motshwaragole,
were you nominating him because…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MS MAKGATO: There is no point of order. Or you
were nominating him because he is loyal?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. There is
nothing wrong in what Honourable Dorcus Makgato is
asking. No, madam, he was nominated given his ability
but some are nominated based on friendships and I am
saying I do not like that system because it is more like
corruption.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Like who?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Like you.
MR RANTUANA: Now if we…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Hold it right there Honourable
Rantuana. Honourable Nkaigwa you are closer to the
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microphone that is being used by Honourable Rantuana.
Do not repeat your habit of always speaking anyhow
because that microphone is recording you. If today it
records you, I will now have strong reasons of throwing
you out. Honourable Rantuana, please proceed.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: You cannot leave Honourable
Nkaigwa. You cannot leave because of the quorum. Go
back to your seat, keep quiet and listen. Honourable
Rantuana, proceed.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was
still on the issue of nominating the specially elected
Members of Parliament that the way it is done will not
take us anywhere. There are people outside Parliament
who could have come to bring…
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ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of order Mr Speaker.
The Honourable Member is not telling the truth when he
says the albinos can be discriminated. When you are an
albino, you are just like everyone else who is either dark
or white. They are not included under the people with
disabilities.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, you could
have said point of correction instead of point of order
to correct his statement because I am not part of your
debate. Honourable Rantuana, please continue.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. If you are
not one of those people you can speak like that. If only
they were the ones speaking, I could listen, now the one
speaking is not even one of them.

MR SPEAKER: Remove the battery from your phone
it is disturbing.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are also not one of
them.

MR RANTUANA: Pardon me Mr Speaker. There
are people who could have been recalled for Specially
Elected position because Honourable Molale showed
in writing that he was no longer interested in that post.
Now, he has not written another letter. Anyway, I cannot
confirm if he wrote to say he now retracts his letter of
resignation and is asking for a job.

MR RANTUANA: I was saying, he or she should be
voted to speak for him or herself, but you are now acting
as their advocate.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: He wrote.
MR RANTUANA: If he wrote, you did not show us.
There are young people with a lot of skills who one of
them could be in Parliament assisting us in the challenges
that we are having if you could have elected him or her.
The youth are faced with serious challenges out there.
They are unemployed, no housing yet educated, they
have gone to several schools but still cannot find jobs.
It could have been better to have nominated a young
person. They are holding high positions in the ruling
party, why were they not brought here as Ministers if
they could hold such high positions? We do not have
many women in Parliament. If we could have elected
one of the women to Parliament, she could be assisting
the three women in Parliament to make audible the
women’s voice. Recycling the same thing is not helping
us at the moment.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, stop addressing
side remarks, they are leading you astray.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
is it allowed to do this?
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Member, it is not
allowed, you should also stop encouraging her, address
me only and ignore her.

There is also the issue of people living with disabilities
who are many out there. There is no one representing
them in Parliament. The Specially Elected post could
prove fruitful if only one of the people living with
disabilities could have come to represent them in
Parliament with the full knowledge of what they need.

MR RANTUANA: Okay, thank you. Now let me focus
on Ga Malete Constituency called Ramotswa which in
actual fact could have been referred to as Ga Malete
Constituency. I would start by saying the bridge is
being constructed at our border Minister. The bridge
is in the last stages of completion, it goes as far as
Swartkopfontein Border, although the project is behind
by few days but they are working on it. This bridge is
being constructed by the South Africans and because of
the personnel engaged at the moment, progress is made
and it beats the Chinese ones. Bridges constructed by the
Chinese normally gets an extension of about five years.
I do not understand why we have to go as far as China
whereas we have our skilled neighbours who could do
that and also equip our children with skills just nearby.
Right now the Chinese engaged in big projects do not
teach our children anything beneficial. After they finish,
they leave. They leave with their skills and our money.
Now the bridge in Ramotswa is almost complete. I
believe that in a short while it will be complete.

It is not only the people living with disabilities but
also the albinos. If one of them could have come to
Parliament, we could say the post of Specially Elected
is proving to be fruitful. Now the party that is on the
other side is used to recycle…

After the bridge is completed, I would like to ask the
Minister of Labour and Home Affairs to have the status
of the border post in Ramotswa raised. That border gate
is open from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m. The operating times
should be extended up to 10 p.m. Minister of Finance
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and Development Planning should go and build the new
office of Botswana Unified Revenue Services (BURS) as
their current offices are old. Those offices are these old
traditional huts built out of mud and they were plastered
by cement, so they are completely worn out. We plead
that he should go and build BURS offices which will
bring in revenue when that bridge is used; it will be
a complete border post. That bridge is the shortcut to
Zeerust, Rustenburg up to Johannesburg and it is a
straight route to Ghanzi as it passes through Thamaga,
Moshupa and Kanye. When we think of this border post,
we should not think that it is only for Ramotswa, we
should know that it is for Botswana as a whole.

Going forth, another area which is still remote is the
commonly known place of Magope, where there is
no electricity, where there is high crime rate. Minister
Mokaila as you promised me electricity in 2015,
December is ending yet we have not seen not even one
electricity pole, can you please connect it fast.

After upgrading the border, the Ramotswa-Boatle road
has long been in the Development Plan, it was expunged
to undertake another unsettling project. It should now be
repaired because by the time that bridge is used, there is
going to be a lot of traffic flow, the road is going to be
completely ruined within a day. It should be repaired, I
would be grateful my brother-in-law, the Vice President
if it is in the ESP…

Mr Speaker, we have a school called Kagiso Senior
Secondary and Moeding College; these are boarding
schools and they are overcrowded whereby eight
students sleep in a room which could be accommodating
four students. They have even moved their lockers
from the room. Therefore find a way of assisting these
schools. We recently visited Moeding College and the
buildings are completely worn out, there were used by
Honourable Matambo a long time back. I wish that he
was here so that I can inform him about the situation
there. The student population of boarders in that school
is 1, 800. They stay in worn out buildings. So I take it that
you will find quick ways of assisting Moeding College,
they say there is even food shortage. The government
is giving them a budget which is lower as compared
to student ratio. In the meantime we could be thanking
mission schools which produced respectable Members
of Parliament like Honourable Matambo, Honourable
Skelemani, Honourable Kesupile, Honourable Van Der
Westhuizen and Honourable Eric Molale.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana...
MR RANTUANA: Sir?
MR SPEAKER: He is Honourable, the word brotherin-law is not allowed in this House…
MR RANTUANA: Okay Honourable brother-in-law…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)…
MR RANTUANA: I would be very grateful if the
Ramotswa-Boatle road can be repaired because the day
the bridge is used and the border gate times are extended
up to 10 p.m. there is going to be a lot of traffic flow of
which that road will not be durable…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): Elucidation. Thank you
Mr Speaker, thank you my colleague. I simply want to
agree with you on those requests and assure you that
the former Honourable Member of Parliament of the
constituency you are representing was a stern advocate
of such issues. Let me assure you that I agree with you.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker, you should
increase my debate with the seconds he wasted. There
is yet another problem; at the bridge there were South
African and Batswana employees but their salaries
differed. Botswana employees were paid a different rate
and this was because there was an agreement with our
government. The South African employees were paid at
a high rate therefore that issue has to be considered, if
people are doing the same job, they should be paid the
same rate, the government should not have a say.
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The other problem is that during the rainy season there
are challenges of Master Plan Storm Water Drainage
even Ramotswa is faced with this challenge. If you can
remember in 2008, soldiers came with helicopters to
rescue people from the storm, others passed on, so let
us put that plan into action before such disaster recur.

Besides the fact that they produced such respectable
Members of Parliament, we should thank these mission
schools, they are housing our children, rent free. There
is no student who pays rent at Moeding. In the past,
the mission schools sustained themselves by charging
school fees. The government took over and stated that
she will pay school fees, after that declaration she left
the schools to find a way of sustaining themselves with
no budget…
MR KESUPILE: Clarification. I will ask a quick one
Honourable Member; since the Leader of the House
is related to you did he not inform you that Moeding
College is in the ESP?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable Kesupile.
No His Honour the Vice President has not shared that
with me, anyways he will inform me.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Point of order. Thank you Honourable,
the Honourable Member will soon derail this House
because at first he called me Honourable brother-in law
but now if he refers me as Honourable Vice President he
is inconsistent, call him to order.
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, I think you
heard that when you say brother-in-law that is when
your debate becomes more refined.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable brotherin-law, let me proceed. These mission schools do not
charge us rent but they house us, but when it comes to
the government to play her part; to pay for rent, she
claims that there is no money and so on. So I plead that
government should seriously consider assisting these
mission schools.
Mogobane Irrigation Scheme; at Ramotswa we have
always been advanced in terms of irrigation scheme
even before independence. It was depleted by one
company called Botswana Development Corporation
(BDC) but we have resurrected it and now we wish that
in the government ESP…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MR RANTUANA: Yes it was depleted by BDC; the
government has to renew it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MR RANTUANA: We were working in it. Therefore
the government should assist so that it can operate. We
will soon enjoy the harvest due to the scheme. Let me
also say we are grateful for the fact that we are going to
have a train. This train was removed without us knowing
what the problem was. The government should help us
refurbish the station buildings which are…
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Rantuana. Let me clarify that we explained
before that the train stopped operating because the
government was concerned about safety, so you should
be wagging your tail (o bintsha mogatla) because it is
coming back. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mabeo, why did you not
just say “excited” because for sure I know he does not
have a tail?
MR MABEO: Thank you for that advice Mr Speaker.
Actually it is just a Setswana expression which means
exactly what you are saying Sir; excitement. I was
saying he should be celebrating that the train is coming
back, and it is going to be of superior quality than the
one which was there before. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Mabeo, we are not age mates man. I am glad the train
is coming back, but let us go and refurbish the train
station at Taung. The buildings there are dilapidated.
Maybe my constituents in Taung could be able to get
jobs in the refurbishment of the train station. That is a
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very good idea; my request is that you should not stop it
again. Just continue with it because it is going to reduce
the congestion on the roads. Many lives have been lost
in the A1 road, so if they use the train they would be
safe. Even the taxi drivers will have some business to
do, picking people from the train station taking them
to Ramotswa, and also picking others taking them to
Taung. The business is going to boom. I am very happy
and grateful that the train is coming back. When our
children who drive taxis get business…
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): On a point of
elucidation. Honourable, I just wanted to add on to what
you are saying that we are not just bringing the train
back, it is a must that we should look at the stations and
do all the refurbishment that is required. We are going to
do exactly that. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Add the
seconds he has used to my time. That is it with the train.
Let me talk about Otse. We have long been promised
a park; the youth in Otse will soon kill me. They have
been promised that a park would be built where they
hang out. I hope that park has been included in the
stimulus so that the children in Otse could have a place
to go to. In Otse there is so much talent, especially when
it comes to music. If you could build a park for them,
you will produce a lot of talent, you will see.
Let me leave constituency issues and now talk about
the State of the Nation Address. Let me start by saying
there is a man whom I like so much, his name is Albert
Einstein, I would like to quote something from him if
you could allow me.
MR RANTUANA: This man says, “We cannot solve
our problems with the same thinking we used when we
created them.” Right now our country is facing so many
problems; problems with water, education, health and I
do not think these problems could be solved by a person
who created them. The reason why people on this side
of the isle are here is because we have been brought
here by challenges, realising the fact that people who
created these challenges would never be able to solve
them. Now we have come to remind them that in 2019
when we take…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Taking what?
MR RANTUANA: Government.
We have a serious water crisis in this country and this
is the problem which should be addressed. We have
serious challenges with education and health. If you
do not have water, how are you going to live? Lack of
vision is the reason why we are here. Now answers like
“we do not make rain” will not take us anywhere.
In English we have 5Ps, not the 5Ds which have
prevented us from progressing. The 5Ps say, “Proper
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Planning Prevents Poor Performance.” You failed to
plan properly that is why we are in so much trouble;
lack of proper planning has landed us in hot soup. If you
failed to plan from the beginning Honourable Mokaila,
you cannot keep running around with the North South
Carrier pipes. We could have long done these things to
ensured that at this time we would be somewhere…
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): On a
point of clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker, thank
you Honourable Member. Are you aware of the 1990
National Water Master Plan?
MR RANTUANA: Yes Sir. I am aware of it. It is
the reason why we are facing problems. Right now
even the sewerage in Ramotswa is not working, it
is leaking everywhere, the sewerage ponds are not
working. Notwane is overflowing and brining water
from the ponds here because of the master plan that was
implemented before time, before you had resources.
Copying is really troublesome.
My fellow Batswana are in desperate need of land, they
need plots. Now if we brag saying we are going to build
for so and so when Batswana do not have land, I do
not think we plan projecting into the future. Right now
this government which is being guided by the old land
policy that still allows freeholds, state lands and tribal or
native land, I do not think we are moving forward. We
could have made our own policy last time, not the one
we were passing.
A policy that would explain how we are going to
allocate land to Batswana because this one encourages
free hold land ownership, it encourages racism because
free hold land was made for the whites so that black
people cannot enter into their property. Whilst we still
have the policy with us we have to develop it so that
we can give Batswana plots. We should not place them
in one area so that those who fail to get plots can then
provide cheap labour in the neighbouring farms.
MINSTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Clarification. Mr Speaker, I thought I should
assist the Honourable Member. Thank you Honourable
Member. The Honourable Member is not being truthful
when he states that the recently adopted land policy
encourages free hold plot ownership. If you read the land
policy it explains clearly that one is at liberty to change
plots to state land or Tribal Land. It is not allowed to
change land to free holding, because the policy is direct
in terms of discouraging continuation of freehold plots.
We are trying to reduce the freehold plots rather than
increase them. So, I wanted him to pay attention to that
point because it is not the way he explains it. In any
case the freehold land makes up just three (3) per cent
of Botswana. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. The
Minister is now debating. Honourable Members this
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freehold plots should have been cancelled because you
are honouring colonialism.
I want to now talk about other issues apart from land.
The vision 2016 is coming to an end however there was
nothing much mentioned with regards to what we have
achieved and what our failures are. We did not evaluate
the vison in order to ensure that we avoid what caused
us to fail when it comes to the new vision. The other
issue is that of the Southern African Development
Community (SADC). The SADC Chairperson comes
From the country of Botswana.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Did you say it is a
country.
MR RANTUANA: Yes Sir, he represents a country.
We say that we encourage business as SADC and my
take is that since the first President of this country was
a founding Member of SADC we should be a leading
example to show where we are going. We should
be encouraging the SADC member states to reduce
trade restrictions so that there can be easy business
transacting. Since we have beef in our country we could
propose that there should be one price for meat exported
by SADC countries. It should not be like it is now where
each country places its own price.
This goes on to include issues of Foot and Mouth
Disease that is mostly found between Botswana and
Zimbabwe, if we had such conditions and the exported
meat would be termed as from SADC then the issue of
foot and mouth could be reduced. Whenever we export
to international markets we should be able to dictate
terms and state that the price for SADC beef is P20 per
kilogram for example. If we each have prices then it is
easy for them to buy from one country and leave others
because of prices.
I would now like to talk about the Economic stimulus
programme. Although we do not understand what it is
about, we will comment on it since we have to. I would
be very grateful if you could have increased the salaries
for public officers so that the money can circulate. We
should shift from this idea that money should only be
in the custody of one person. For the economy to grow
it requires everyone to have buying power. I remember
that in 1974 there was the Makgekgenene Salary
Review Commission. The salaries were increased and
the economy grew. People had no problem buying back
then but nowadays all people can afford to do is borrow
money. Let us increase the salaries of employees so that
they can afford to buy things. If you want to ascertain
that a country is getting poor you will find every
homestead operating a kiosk. They are all trying to sell
because they need money but the downside is that they
sell similar merchandise. The ESP money is needed by
the workers and not house construction. You should pay
the workers so that they build themselves houses and
give the construction business owners money so that
they can come up with ways to develop this country.
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I now want to talk about the Alcohol Levy. I heard
that the Alcohol Levy fund has accrued a lot of
money but there is not a single Rehabilitation Centre
in Botswana. Everyone who has an addiction problem
is sent to SBRANA Hospital in Lobatse but that is
not a rehabilitation centre. Why can we not build a
rehabilitation centre using the P1.8 billion accrued
through the alcohol levy? Why have we not built the
necessary rehabilitation centres that could come and
correct the damage done by alcohol if at all alcohol
causes any damage? Nowadays since alcohol prices
have gone up there is an influx of other drugs in our
country. Alcohol has been substituted by dagga and this
issue is not being taken seriously. Students doing Form
three to Form five are already addicted to dagga because
the government is busy fighting consumption of alcohol.
The government does not want alcohol at all and I do
not know why that is. We should take the money and
build Rehabilitation centres so as to assist our children
to stop using drugs. We should refrain from taking the
same money from the alcohol levy and paying them at
the constituency tournaments whereupon winning and
being rewarded, they take the money to go and buy
dagga. The very same alcohol which is greatly despised,
has achieved a lot of things. I do not know where Dr
Madigele is, I could be telling him that those who do
not want alcohol should not be given injection as the
medicine contains alcohol. He should not give them
tablets as they contain alcohol.
Moving on to law; Honourable Members, in Botswana,
there is no justice in the land of plenty. There are some
lawyers whose intentions are not really to represent
people but to make money. You find that a lawyer, after
one registers a file, he starts changing. When you get
to the office, he is not there, tomorrow you come back
again and find that he is not in, yet you have paid and
your case is about to be tried. Some lawyers can claim
to have appeared at court yet he has never set foot there,
then he charges you. You will be surprised to get a letter
saying you held the court in contempt and therefore
you are summoned to appear before court because the
lawyer did not appear and did not tell you. Botswana
Law Society is a toothless dog. When you get there, they
tell you to write an affidavit explaining what that lawyer
did. You have come to appeal and then they tell you that
you should write an affidavit, why not write it for you
in your presence because they know their job and you
do not work in the Botswana Law Society office. They
should write it for you and show you how it is done. You
have come to ask for assistance and they send you back
to go and help yourself. After appealing to them, it takes
months and even years before they launch into action.
You keep following them up on your case. Eventually
they tell you that they are still handling the matter. You
keep paying until you become poor because of paying
the lawyers which might land you in jail. If you look at
Botswana Law Society and some lawyers, you will find
that they have taken advantage of Batswana. Batswana
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are not protected legal wise. It should be taken into
consideration that everyone must have justice the way
it is supposed to be. Otherwise the poor will be jailed
yet they could have been represented by people who are
skilled in legal matters.
Lastly Mr Speaker, we have a funding organisation
called Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
(CEDA). CEDA is proving to be a challenge to people,
it changes laws all the time. When you go and submit
your business plan, if they are interested in it, they tell
you that it will be taken to the Board. Afterwards, they
will tell you that it has failed, knowing fully well that
they are going to use it by giving it to their rich friends.
CEDA is complicated; there was someone who once
walked from Francistown to Gaborone in a quest to
submit a letter to the President because that person was
hurt as he did everything. I do not know what happened
to that person’s matter. He did everything and CEDA
still refused because they thought that he did not deserve
it. They refused to fund him, wanting securities and all
those things that he did not have which only the rich
could afford. If CEDA is intending to assist Batswana,
then it should do so and be serious about empowering
Batswana. It should be a bank for Batswana and help
them and not a centre for educating democratic alliance.
Mr Speaker, those were my few remarks on the State of
the Nation Address. Thank you Sir.
MR MOIPISI (KGALAGADI NORTH): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Let me also take this time to congratulate
the President on the honour of Doctor bestowed on
him…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
the principle of catching the Speaker’s eye I think must
be respected. You know, we have been standing here for
the last two days, trying to speak. Some people have just
come in and in fact a lot of people who started standing
after me; you have given them the opportunity to speak.
I do not know what principle you are using right now.
We are here, quorated seemingly for other people and
then you do not seem to recognise that. We are tired of
standing.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! We are not quorated. I will
answer you when we are quorated. Honourable Molefe,
just go outside and call anyone you might find, we are
only missing one Member of Parliament.
…(Silence)…
We still need two more.
We need only one Honourable Molefe, come in all of
you and we will be quorated.
Order! Honourable Members, Honourable Mmolotsi
is concerned that it is like I do not see him. If he was
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careful to observe, I try by all means to balance the
debate by giving a chance to those in the left side with
those on the right side so that the debate is not confined
to one side. That is what we are trying to do when we
lead the proceedings. We do not want to give the floor
only to the Members on the right up until we knock off,
we want to be fair. You are simply complaining because
you like doing that but I am trying my best to be fair.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I had started
my debate but let me first start by congratulating the
President on his recent award, that award is not given
to just any Jack and Jill, if I might use that word. So it
clearly shows there is something he is doing which is
also recognized internationally.
Let me congratulate my Kgosi, Member of Parliament
Lotlamoreng II for having won the Bobonong elections.
Let me also congratulate Member of Parliament
Honourable Molale, because he was also elected
Honourable Members, he did not come by himself to
Parliament.
Let me also pay tribute to the students of Matsha who
passed away in a car accident, the school is in my
constituency, I am also in mourning. We wish those who
survived, a speedy recovery.
His Excellency the President presented the state of the
nation address and warned us that the market for our
minerals which we are relying on for economic growth
has gone down. This is a huge challenge which can
become even worse than the past years of 2008 when the
world was hard hit by recession. That is the warning
the President presented before us.
Furthermore, he enlightened us that Botswana is
experiencing drought which means that the nation is in
serious problem. Therefore in such hardship people must
think of innovative ways of sustaining the economy.
Let me advise that, although we are facing an economic
downturn and the collapse in the market for minerals,
when there is improvement and we are able to sell our
minerals, we should not forget to reserve so that when
our country faces this challenge again we can be able
to use a part of those reserves to run the economy of
Botswana.
This shows vision that the Botswana Democratic Party
has that, we can use our savings from our reserves and
when the mineral market improves we can save up for
rainy days, it is the same as being a farmer, when facing
financial difficulties you can use your cattle to help you.
Although our country is faced with a challenge of
collapse in the mineral market and drought, the
government has come up with an initiative to augment
the economy by coming up with a programme of
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), it is a good
programme. If a country is facing challenges, it should
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come up with ways to ensure that Batswana in general
are not hungry. It is not only Botswana, even other
countries at large come up with initiative because the
economic downturn does not only affect Botswana. I
was talking to some Chinese people recently and they
said they are also facing recession and are coming up
with initiatives to try to boost the economy. Some of
the initiatives include, being creative and innovative in
order to elevate the economy in China. It is important
for us in Botswana to come up with ideas which can
help our country.
I heard some fellow Members in this House criticizing
this Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) but I would
like to say, let us become one. We are Batswana and
we help all Batswana no matter which area you come
from, Batswana need help. Let us work together as it is
important.
If there is anything important, it is to work together
on the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) to avoid
failure in future. We should handle it with care and
caution; this is the only thing which can move us forward
as Botswana nation. Let us stop demeaning it before its
implementation. Let us work together on it, whether you
are a Councilor, Member of Parliament, Kgosi, Village
Development Committee (VDC), a contractor awarded
a tender to do a certain project, he must do it with due
care as a way of moving Botswana forward. That is my
sole request Mr Speaker that it can take us somewhere
as the country.
MR MOREMI: On a point of correction. Thank you
Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Member. You are
deliberately disputing what people said in this House
that they should not demean but what I heard them say
is that, the economy should not have been allowed to
reach this state because we always had those savings,
we could have during the recession period used the
modern deficits or modest savings from the reserves.
Rather than being at the lowest point then that is when
they are used. I think that is what I heard them say Mr
Speaker.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you my colleague Kgosi Moremi,
the Member of Parliament I respect. I clearly heard you
allude to the comments in this House that, the economy
should not have been allowed to reach this state. As I
said earlier our economy in Botswana is mostly reliant
on minerals …
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On
a point of elucidation. I thought that you would tell
him that we are not yet down because if we are facing
challenges and having deficits, it shows that we do not
want it to be dark. So that means that we are reliant on
those reserves and it is not the first time we tap into our
reserves to rectify the economic situation. All in all I
thought you will tell him that nothing has been down
yet.
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MR MOIPISI: Thank you Honourable Minister of
Health whom I love so much. I continue by saying
that, in Kgalagadi North they greatly welcome the ESP
programme. The Agricultural sector is our treasure in
our constituency. Education in the Kgalagadi North
constituency is of low quality. This programme also
focuses on water which is a challenge that we are facing.
That is why I am saying they welcome the programme.

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of clarification. Thank
you Mr Speaker. Before my colleague leaves this issue
of solar power, I would like to ask him whether he is
aware that, those who are against solar power say it is
expensive? So since you are an expert in that area, could
you explain the long term benefits.

My constituents believe that, this programme will
take us somewhere although it will not address all the
challenges.

MR MOIPISI: Thank you Honourable Minister. It is
true solar power is expensive but only during connection.
However, when you look at the long term benefits, it is
very cheap. This is because when you look at the power
that is produced from coal, we should take note that,
this coal contributes to the climate change.

Mr Speaker let me list the challenges we have in our
constituency. The first one is education, I talked a
couple of times here in Parliament about the standard
of education in my constituency. Every year when the
results are released you will find Matsha secondary
school at the bottom. I believe this is due to a lot of
factors.
I am thankful that, the Minister as well as the Assistant
Minister have already visited my constituency to find
out from the constituents how the problem could be
addressed. Why is it that every year Matsha always has
poor results?
We hope that this ESP will assist us as we need science
laboratories, classrooms and so forth. Still on Education,
I would like to thank the Ministry of Education because,
I once requested them to introduce a course in borehole
mechanics given the fact that we have a lot of cattle,
leather and boreholes in my constituency that water
cattle. This course will equip the youth with skills to
repair boreholes so that if they do not get employment
they can sustain themselves.
This course has now been introduced at Macheng
Brigade in Lehututu which is in the Kgalagadi North
constituency. We are grateful for that, the only challenge
is lack of resources to start this course. Maybe the
Minister of Education can look into it so that the youth
can start training in borehole mechanics.
I have stated that this ESP programme will focus on
building Science laboratories, teachers houses and
classrooms. These are things that we are grateful for
in our constituency. I believe that there will be an
improvement Mr Speaker. There is no electricity in
clinics which are in remote areas. I believe through this
programme you will consider connecting solar power in
schools which are in remote areas so that the students
can learn how to use computers.
They should not just be schools which are far away from
services. As the government, we can take an intiative to
ensure that, all schools which do not have electricity are
connected with solar power. So that in years to come,
all the schools in our country will be having electricity
and the students having all the resources. I will now pass
education…

MR MOREMI: On a point of correction. Mr Speaker,
Honourable Moipisi talks about long term, Honourable
Makgalemele also talks about the long term benefit of
solar technology, however, it is worth noting that, this
has a lifespan, a time will come when they will no longer
be beneficial. Maybe you will conclude by explaining to
us what we are going to do with these panels.
MR MOIPISI: I did not understand whether the
Honourable Member was asking what we are going to
do with the panels. I do not know whether you mean the
final disposal or…
MR MOREMI: Yes Sir, the final disposal after having
been used for 10 years all over this country…
MR SPEAKER: What are you doing? Honourable
Moipisi…
MR MOIPISI: Sorry, Mr Speaker we keep forgetting
thinking that we are still outside since we know that
when Kgosi speaks one has to sit down. It is just a force
of habit where we know that when Kgosi speaks one
has to sit down. We will not repeat that Mr Speaker.
Those used panels would not be any different from the
computers and cell phones that we classify as harmful
to the environment. The thing is that we cannot refrain
from using those computers and cell phones because
they harm the environment but the important thing is
that, we should dispose them off responsibly once they
have reached their life span. I wanted to touch briefly
on that one and now I shall talk about agriculture
and as I have said before, agriculture is equivalent to
diamond in my area. It is a good thing that the ESP is
going to include Agriculture and my suggestion is for
the Ministry of Agriculture to hold discussions with
the poverty eradication office to have discussions
about drilling of boreholes. There could be community
boreholes drilled where people can get their livestock to
drink. The main reason I am saying this is because the
government gives people livestock like goats, cattle and
they have no water for them. If such a discussion can be
held, then perhaps people could be assisted.
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I should thank the Ministry of Agriculture for opening
the Botswana Agricultural Marketing Board (BAMB)
office in Hukuntsi. This has really helped in the sense
that farmers are able to buy cattle feed especially during
this drought. My suggestion is that BAMB should not
only sell cattle feed but also sell livestock medication.
There are also ear tags, branding rods and dehorning
rods which they could sell as a total package sort of like
a one stop shop for all agricultural equipment. I believe
that it could really help the farmers from my Kgalagadi
North constituency.
Still on the issue of Agriculture there are small dams
which are able to retain water whenever there are good
rains. I believe that those dams could be increased in
size so that they can be able to hold much water so
that farmers can be able to provide their livestock with
water. I suggest that they should be profiled, compacted
and made safe for use by livestock. At times you will
find that they were used by the construction companies
and they leave them once they are done and that would
not be safe. Livestock falls in there in an attempt to
drink water and so if they could be properly constructed
so that they can hold much water it would be great for
farmers. I also want to talk about the Integrated Support
Programme for Arable Agricultural Development
(ISPAAD) and the Livestock Management and
Infrastructure Development (LIMID). Mr Speaker you
know that the Special ISPAAD was made in areas like
Kgalagadi and the programme has really helped in that,
people are given livestock. The LIMID programme also
helps when it comes to boreholes.
I once appealed to the Minister of Agriculture that we
have to dig deep to reach water in our area and one
has to dig a depth of 400 metres. I requested that the
government should consider increasing the 40 percent
that it has been assisting the farmers with because if
a farmer has to pay P200, 000.00 to drill a borehole it
is not going to be enough. I still request for the matter
to be looked into and if Honourable Davids was here
he would agree with me because the other day he was
telling me that he has been drilling boreholes in my area
and he is waiting for the ESP so that he can dig even
more.
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That is 600 kilometres from Hukuntsi which is the Sub
district. We therefore should look into this issue and see
how the area can be provided with a veterinary doctor.
Mr Speaker I would now like to talk about the issue of
roads, buildings and communications. I always hear
other Members complaining about roads and I would like
to invite the Honourable Members to my constituency
one day so that you can see what I mean when I talk
about road which are about 30 and 50 kilometres. My
complaint Honourable Minister of Roads is that, I have a
stretch close to 200 kilometres from Hukuntsi to Ukhwi
of a road which is sandy, gravel and also has pot holes.
Ukhwi is near Ncojane, 40 kilometres apart, where
Honourable De Graaff’s constituency begins. I was
happy when I heard that the construction of CharleshillNcojane is beginning, thinking that the construction of
that road will help kick-start the review of Government
to maybe design Ukhwi-Hukuntsi road which goes
through settlements or remote areas as Ukhwi is near
Ncojane. I am saying this because, it can help a lot and
generate a lot of income for Botswana because tourists
from South Africa or other countries will come from
Tsabong through the Trans Frontier Park, Ncojane and
then reach Namibia. The road from Ukhwi-Hukuntsi
passing through the settlements can promote tourism.
Honourable Members, this road will prove to be quite
beneficial because you will recall that the Vice President
recently officiated the establishment of a Salt Project
at Zuutshwa. Zuutshwa village is 50 kilometres west
of Hukuntsi, it is one of the settlement areas. If this
road passes near Zuutshwa, we would then be able to
transport and sell our salt to the market. It will be easy
to transport because we will be able to take it as far as
Namibia, sell it in the Botswana market and as far as
North of Botswana. Let me take this opportunity to say,
Vice President, the salt mining which you have officiated
is running very well and they have started selling. They
are already selling to Botswana Agricultural Marketing
Board (BAMB) which is open in Hukuntsi and also to
farmers and Livestock Advisory Centres (LAC). The
salt is of high quality and if you can buy it for your cattle
Mr Speaker, they will not cease to produce.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(laughter)...

MR MOIPISI: Mr Speaker a lot of areas in Kgalagadi
North have salty water and a lot of farmers have dug
boreholes only to get salty water. I wanted to ask the
Minister if the time has not come for a purification plant
to be constructed to clean such water so that livestock
can have it. If farmers keep on getting that salty water
it does not help and they will only end up poor. Mr
Speaker I have mentioned that our area is characterised
by cattle farming and we still have a challenge of lack
of a veterinary officer doctor. That places farmers in
a difficult position because whenever they need such
services they have to wait for a doctor from Tsabong.

MR MOIPISI: You can go see for yourself Mr Speaker
and you will not return without buying. The only thing
which needs to be done is the marketing and branding of
the Zuutshwa Salt Project to promote the sales we want.
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report they have signed an agreement with Namibia to
start the construction of the railway line passing through
Kgalagadi to Namibia.
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MR NKAIGWA: Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker,
thank you Honourable Member. Honourable Member,
you defeated us in Kgalagadi North claiming that you
are going to be a Minister, are you still hopeful?
MR MOIPISI :...(laughter)…Mr Speaker, those are
just Honourable Nkaigwa’s sentiments, they cannot be
discussed in Parliament. I wonder where he heard me
say that because he is not my voter and he has never
even been to Kgalagadi Constituency which I represent.
Even when I was campaigning, I never saw him. Now I
wonder where he gets that from. He is trying to…
HONOURABLE MEMBER :...(murmurs)...
MR MOIPISI: Mr Speaker, I was still saying, the
President updated us on the agreement signed to
construct the railway line passing through Kgalagadi.
However, the President’s Speech makes no mention of
that. Our hope is based on the construction of this railway
line because we believe it can create employment and
business opportunities for us. That is why I am saying
the president’s Speech did not update us on the status of
the Kgalagadi railway line.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR MOIPISI: Time is not on my side and I still have a
lot of issues my colleague.
MR SPEAKER: Why are you sitting down when you
said time was not on your side?
MR MOKAILA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Member, I want to say it is not in the speech purely
because right now with the depressed commodity prices
of the railway line, the project has become a little bit
difficult. We are looking at making the multi-commodity
railway line to make it more viable. So it is not that it
is dead, it is just that we are looking at other ways of
making it more viable. Thank you.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you for that elucidation
Honourable Minister. Mr Speaker, we have a remote
village in Kgalagadi North Constituency. The village
is called Ngwatle, it has a school, clinic and a Kgotla
and it is 100 kilometres west of Hukuntsi. I have long
asked the Botswana Telecommunications Corporation
(be Mobile network communication) as to how one
village in my Constituency can be the only one without
network. So I wanted to mention it here and reiterate
by saying, workers refuse to go there citing lack of
communication as the problem. Minister Mabeo, please
look into this matter. I have made an application though,
because it becomes a challenge when workers want to
communicate with their relatives and ask after their
wellbeing and they cannot. Moving on to the next one;
water and electricity, let me thank Minister Mokaila…
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Elucidation.
Thank you Mr Speaker, Sir, I wanted to confirm to my

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion (Resumed debate)
colleague that indeed we have his application and we
are still assessing it. Thank you.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you. Water and electricity; let
me commend Minister Mokaila for fighting to have
the water and electricity situation under control. I am
very glad that you have started Project Management
Office which will focus on water and electricity. We
still have envisaged projects which will pump water,
just as we are aware that water will be pumped from
Zambezi and Lesotho highlands. If we could have a
Project Management Office focusing on the issues of
water and electricity, I believe that we are moving in the
right direction, it will assist us. Whilst on this subject
Minister, we have been complaining for a while now
at Kgalagadi Constituency about channelling of water
from Ncojane well fields in the Ghanzi area to Macheng
village so that it can supply water to all settlements of
Hukuntsi West. We are still hopeful Minister, you should
not procrastinate it because people are complaining of
thirst more especially at the settlements. Minister you
should not forget to address the issue of water safety at
Inalegolo, we once discussed it.
Solar electrification; we are thankful for the solar
electricity at Ukhwi and Ngwatle village. It showed that
in regard to this solar power, we are indeed lucky as
Botswana to have sun from morning to afternoon, this
electricity is an advantage. We are grateful but there is
nothing stopping us as Botswana to make a decision to
connect solar power in villages which have no electricity.
Health; we are still waiting for nurse’s accommodation;
there have been promises that these staff houses will be
built and we are hopefully waiting Minister. We do not
have a district hospital in the whole of the western region.
Honourable Members district hospitals are referral
hospitals which has specialists or surgeons whereby
if there is an emergency a patient can be treated by a
specialist. You will find that due to this lack of a district
hospital, everytime patients from the area are flew in by
aeroplanes. This is a huge disadvantage because if it is
late and the patient has to be transported from Hukuntsi,
for example at 4, the pilots will refuse on grounds that
visibility is compromised. If we could perhaps have a
district hospital somewhere at the western region, this
will really help.
Emergency Service Centres; I think the time has come
for the Trans-Kalahari to have one. I think the Matsha
students’ incident is a lesson learnt; if there is an
emergency service centre we are always fully prepared
for accidents along the Trans-Kalahari. The service
could be nearby to offer them emergency services
because they have ambulances and telephones. They
can mobilise and call the Police quickly.
Poverty eradication; Mr Speaker I would like to thank
the Indian Ambassador, this Ambassador took women
from my constituency, some were not educated, others
had primary qualification, others did not even complete
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their primary qualification and trained them for a period
of six months in solar power connection. We are hugely
grateful for this Minister. A few days back, I visited
them at Ngwatle and they informed me that they are now
waiting for equipment from India as they might soon
forget. So Minister ensure that the women who went for
training in solar power connection do not forget. In fact
as the government we can make a decision to build a
school at Ngwatle which will train Batswana in general
to connect and repair solar power. We are very grateful
for that.
Let me briefly talk about tourism, the Kgalagadi North
constituency is rich in tourism, what is important is to
have tourism strategy in order for the people to enjoy.
In Honourable Kgathi’s Ministry of Defence, Justice
and Security; we are grateful for the construction of a
Magistrate Court at Kang however, we are not satisfied
Honourable Minister, we have the Tshane Police
Station. This police station is very old. Honourable
Batshu is aware because when he started the police
service, this police station was still there. Minister you
should consider this; the Police are complaining about
lack of accommodation and office space. I think it
should be upgraded to the modern police station model,
it should not be that old Tshane model building of 1950s
when the Mobile Police Unit was started, it is combined
with Prisons phase II. The prisoners at Tshane Minister
should have a workshop where they will be trained and
be rehabilitated but there is nothing. The poor prisoners
never get the chance to be rehabilitated so you should
consider this. I…
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Thank
you Honourable Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I stood
before Honourable Malesu. Our Standing Orders states
that a Member catch the Speaker’s eye. I have done
this for the last three days, what is wrong with you Mr
Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Mmolotsi
you are out of order, you cannot ask what is wrong with
me. I was explaining earlier on about the criteria I use
and you were not here.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, do not repeat
that.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Thank
you, Mr Speaker.
MR KGOROBA: On point of order. Mr Speaker,
when Honourable Moipisi was on the floor you were
still explaining. Honourable Mmolotsi was saying that
you should call Members from both sides of the aisle. I
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am surprised that Honourable Moipisi is from the other
side; I believe you can hear what they are saying that,
we are not equal, I can only see your party members.
That is what you are doing in Parliament and we are not
going to stand that.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba you can provoke
yourself as you want but you should not include me. I
will do my job and call Members to the floor to debate.
Iam going to continue doing that until all Members have
debated. If you want to be provoked, you can do so as
you please but I will continue discharging my duties as
I deem fit.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, one of the things that I believe
we should uphold is to protect the interests of the
minority as it is stated in the Standing Orders. What I
see here in this Parliament is that, you are not protecting
us Mr Speaker. One of the things that I also realise is
that, whenever Ministers stand, you give priority to
Ministers. But I believe we are all equal here, this is not
animal farm. We are all Members of Parliament and we
should be given equal treatment.
MR SPEAKER: If you want to compare yourself to
animal farm do that without involving anyone else.
This Parliament is respected. You cannot compare
Parliament of Botswana with animal farm; here we
have procedure that we follow. If you look at the figures
for Members from the opposition who have debated,
and those for members of the ruling party, you will
realise that the numbers are equal. So, I do not know
why you are complaining. Just because I did not call
Honourable Mmolotsi it now seems as if I have eaten
someone’s goat. What you are doing is not right. Look
at the figures and you will see how many Members from
the opposition I have called, and how many from the
ruling party. You cannot start attacking me just because
I did not call Honourable Mmolotsi. What you are doing
is totally wrong.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further point of order. Mr Speaker,
you know since the beginning of this meeting of
Parliament, the decisions that you have been taking are
very detrimental to this Parliament. You have changed
even established practices of this Parliament. You
remember last week you refused to give permission to
Honourable Dithapelo to present a motion.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmolotsi, you
will continue to argue on the way and I will give you the
figures when I go out, of Members from the opposition
who have debated and those from the ruling party and
then give you the composition of Opposition Members
and those from the ruling party as well as the ratio. So
arguing will not help us in anyway.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
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LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Friday 27th November, 2015 at 09:00 a.m.
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