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Friday 27th November, 2015
THE ASSEMBLY met at 9:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order!
Order! Good morning Honourable Members. I have got
two announcements. Firstly I would like to congratulate
Honourable Mangole, he is the only one who understood
the message that we should wear Botswana colours on
Fridays in preparation for 2016.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause)…
MR SPEAKER: Some have really tried, they have got
ties but I want all of you in full Botswana colours like
Honourable Mangole. Let me also congratulate those
who are putting on ties as well.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause)…
MR SPEAKER: The second announcement,
Honourable Members, I had anticipated that we would
deal with the issue of arranging motions in the Order
Paper at the General Assembly yesterday. Unfortunately
you did not turn up and the number that was there could
not take a decision which could be used in this House. It
therefore means that we will continue using the existing
arrangement until we resolve that at the General
Assembly. Since we did not discuss it at yesterday’s
General Assembly, it shall be an agenda for the next
General Assembly.
The last one is that Honourable Gaolathe is in Namibia
representing Parliament there. In Minister’s question
time we have Honourable Gaolathe’s question but
we shall skip it and address Honourable Nkaigwa’ s
question, and we shall address his when he comes back.
The entire time for Minister’s Question Time is for
Honourable Nkaigwa.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
THEME: POVERTY ERADICATION
PROGRAMMES IN GABORONE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you also for the added
time to my question. My question is to appreciate the
poverty eradication programmes in Gaborone. I believe
the Honourable Minister will be taking some short notes
on the issues that I want to appreciate. Mr Speaker, I
want to appreciate that according to the guidelines of

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
poverty eradication programmes who really qualify for
this programme? And in Gaborone how did we consider
people having a better…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker this question was supposed to be
tabled last week and Honourable Tsogwane was ready
to answer. Therefore I have been trying to check with
the Acting Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development and it looks like there was confusion
because it was referred to them since the nature of what
the Honourable Member wants is the information which
is at Gaborone City Council. Therefore, before we could
waste his time, as the Ministry…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Hold it there, I have a response.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Makgalemele.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Sorry, that is withdrawn Sir.
MR SPEAKER: I was still shocked as to how come
you talk on behalf of Honourable Tshireletso.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I
want to appreciate that how did people that we consider
to be having a better welfare within our constituency
manage to benefit from this programme. And also how
relevant is the Destitute Policy in regard to guiding the
funding process. Honourable Speaker, why do we still
have destitute in the city knowing very well that this
programmes has long been started in 2010 and why is
it also that the number of destitute people in the city
continues to increase whilst we have this programme
in place? Mr Speaker, I also want to appreciate why
people at Sebele in my constituency and the Botswana
Defence Force (BDF) camps, including the Glen Valley
and other BDF camps in Gaborone are not included or
covered under this programme or are denied access to
this programme.
Mr Speaker, sometimes last year towards elections
a team of Social and Community Development
employees were deployed to undertake house to house
campaigns to register beneficiaries under the Poverty
Eradication Programme. I want to appreciate what
actually happened to their funding as no one of them
has been funded to date. And why the house to house
campaigns Mr Speaker have been stopped. I also want
to appreciate from the Honourable Minister, Mr Speaker
why is it that the programme continues to target the
same and same projects; that is funding people on the
same, same projects. Like in the Bontleng area, the
common projects in the Bontleng area are the kiosks. I
wonder whom they are going to be selling to. I also want
to appreciate Mr Speaker…
Hansard No 181
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MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of clarification Mr
Speaker. I did not get his complaint regarding kiosks…
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Minister. My question is; what is the
rationale of funding beneficiaries with the same projects
living in the same area, for instance in the Honourable
Speaker’s constituency Bontleng, where we have lots
and lots of kiosks in the same area. Also Mr Speaker, I
want to appreciate what has been done to the beneficiaries
who were funded for projects that demanded electricity
usage whilst they do not have electricity in their own
households, how has the government assisted them?
Lastly Mr Speaker, I want to appreciate whether our
social and community development employees have
the requisite skills to assess beneficiaries for such
funding or such programmes, assisting them in project
management and financial skills and how government
has actually assisted this social and community
development employees to acquire such skills. I thank
you Mr Speaker.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, the Gaborone District has a total of 3, 235
individuals who have been assessed and found to
qualify for assistance through the programme. I must
indicate that we have reason to suspect that some of
the people who apply for the programme in Gaborone
may not necessarily be residents of the city, but rather
rent rooms specifically for the purpose of applying for
the programme. The number of people who benefited
from Poverty Eradication Program in Gaborone since
inception to date is 1, 169. The list is as follows:
• Gaborone North 		

244

• Gaborone South 		

498

• Gaborone Central 		

81

• Gaborone Bonnington North

189

• Gaborone Bonnington South

157

The total is 1, 169.
Mr Speaker, based on the number of projects that have
adequately sustained the livelihoods of the beneficiaries
over time, the current success rate of the programmes
stands at...
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order Mr Speaker. Thank
you Mr Speaker, I do not think the Honourable Minister
is answering my questions. Unless she is still laying
the foundation but I believe she is not answering my
question.
MR SPEAKER: I am listening to her response. Let her
finish and establish if you will be satisfied at the end.
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MS TSHIRELETSO: I do not know who wrote for
him, maybe it was not addressed to Parliament, he
wrote theme; to be asked on the 27th November, 2015,
to be asked by Honourable H.G. Nkaigwa MP Gaborone
North and then it says ‘Theme: Poverty Eradication
Programme in Gaborone’. Now when preparing,
I prepared for the theme of Poverty Eradication in
Gaborone. I will attend supplementary questions after
addressing the situation of Gaborone. Maybe I should
call upon your assistance because it was written Poverty
Eradication Programme in Gaborone.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Minister, proceed.
You will attend to supplementary questions towards
your conclusion.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I wanted to hear from him maybe
he was forced and was not referring to Gaborone…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(laughter)...
MR SPEAKER: No, do not do that to him.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Based on the number of projects
that have adequately sustained the livelihoods of the
beneficiaries over time, the current success rate of the
programme stands at about 5 per cent being the number
of successful projects which is 58 over total number of
funded project which is 1, 169. The current priority is to
clear the backlog of the approved and funded projects
where materials and equipment for projects that were
partially packaged from the previous financial years are
being processed. Currently, government has disbursed
funds for these incomplete projects. The completion
of which will give way to release of funds for new
projects...
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I
thought maybe you will guide on the way forward
regarding this matter because as far as I am concerned,
when we agreed on the theme of the Ministers Question
Time, it was just for the Minister to appreciate where
the questions would be drawn from and not necessarily
for Ministers to prepare in advance to come and give
a presentation. Therefore what we are expecting is for
the Minister to inform herself sufficiently about Poverty
Eradication in Gaborone and then come and answer
specific questions from Honourable Members. I realised
that this is not the first time; Ms Tshireletso is not the
first person to be doing this. I have seen this thing
happening over time and I thought maybe I should say
that, that is out of order.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mmolotsi, it is not
out of order, I am listening to the Minister and I believe
she is still laying her foundation on the issue of Poverty
Eradication in Gaborone. Thereafter, she will respond to
the questions asked by Honourable Nkaigwa and others
which will follow but after laying a foundation on the
issue of Poverty Eradication based on their knowledge
and how they are handling it in the city. Let us listen to
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her as she continues. Minister, also remember that time
is ticking and try to be as brief as possible so that they
may be able to ask where they did not understand.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further point of order. Mr Speaker,
I wanted us to understand it in that way. That is; you
cannot submit questions. That is why we say theme,
meaning that, the Minister must understand that she is
going to be asked questions from this theme. Therefore
in the past, we had a situation where Ministers will come
in and read five pages and left with no time to have our
questions answered.
MR SPEAKER: Of course, I believe she has laid a
foundation and she will go into…
MS TSHIRELETSO: I have laid the foundation. I
also want to mention that in his question, he started by
saying there was once a house to house campaign which
was carried out, and it left me to wonder if people did
not personally go to register. What I was saying is, right
now we have stopped people from applying. We are
clearing the backlog of the approved projects.
Another one concerns Sebele. There is no how we can
go and fund Sebele residents if they have not applied.
We have publicised that people who have interest in the
programme should apply. My request to the parents is
that, if they approve of this programme, they should
apply.
He also mentioned the issue of kiosks; we have not
given people many kiosks. We have asked the social
and community development employees to look at
the location to avoid giving people the same project.
Sometimes we have shortage of open spaces like in
Gaborone where people can operate their businesses.
Again, you find that most of the people who come to
apply are not residents of Gaborone but live in the
outskirts of Gaborone, and we do not turn these people
back to where they come from. When some of them
find jobs in Gaborone, they leave the programme and
venture into another one. The other challenge is that
suppliers skyrocket their prises when they realise that
the customer is enrolled under the Poverty Eradication
programme. Like you rightfully said, most of the
beneficiaries opt for tuck-shops or tents, this is what we
are trying to address, that people should not enrol under
the same programme. I do not know if I responded to
your question Honourable Member, I will take other
questions.
MR MMOLOTSI: Mr Speaker, I thought Honourable
Nkaigwa asked a specific question on the relevance of
the Destitute Policy with regard to this programme.
What I want to find out specifically Mr Speaker is
whether the Minister still sees the P180 per month, I do
not know if it is P180 or P320, I think she will correct
that, which is the money that the Government feels is
sufficient for one not to be assisted by Government if
that makes their income.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MMOLOTSI: Let me say this, according to the
Destitute Policy, if you have an income of P180 or some
P320, I am not so sure about the figure, you do not
qualify to be assisted because you are not considered to
be a destitute. So, I want to find out whether that figure
of P180 is still relevant to date if it is P180. But I know
it is not more than P300. So, is it still relevant today
for someone on that income rate not to benefit from the
government’s poverty eradication programme? That is
what I am saying.
MS TSHIRELETSO: In this poverty eradication
programme, a person who has an income of P300 or has
six cattle does not qualify to benefit. That is what is on
the ground.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: It is working Sir.
MR KESUPILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like
to ask the Honourable Minister two questions which she
did not respond to. Since the programme was started
in 2010, how many poor people have been alleviated
from poverty since the programme started? The second
question is that; it is reported that there are just too
many kiosks in Bontleng but she is denying that. Please
explain to us the business status.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I do not understand the
questions. What I want to put across is that the
Honourable Member was focusing on Gaborone but all
I can say is that from the destitute who are able bodied,
they have been moved from the destitute programme
to the Poverty Eradication programme and Ipelegeng.
Then we are left with 32, 000 destitute who are not
able bodied. Most of them are people with disabilities,
people of old age and the mentally disturbed and other
ailments. So basically the number that we have is for
those people with disabilities.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister has explained that those who are in Gaborone
and have six cattle cannot benefit from the programme. I
want to know if the understanding is that that person can
survive through those six cattle and that the government
cannot assist those?
MS TSHIRELETSO: People ask about this Poverty
Eradication programme as if Batswana are poor.
This issue of six cattle applies to every Motswana, in
Gaborone there are no kraals. This issue of six cattle
apply to all Batswana wherever they are. Those who
have kraals are at Sebele and other areas surrounding
Gaborone. What we are saying is that since people have
many means of survival, they can make up to P300 or
more. Poverty Eradication helps that person who does
not make that P300 earning in a month. One cannot
survive by P300 but we are saying from that amount
upwards, most of the people have not been enrolled
Hansard No 181
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MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

in Poverty Eradication because there are other means
which they survive with. As we are in this House, we
think that we have better surviving techniques than other
people. There are people who are poor and are assisted
as we speak. When we talk of a poor person, we talk of
a person who does not have any source of income. In
most cases, social workers assess the situation before
recommending Mr Speaker. I do not know if we have
social workers in Parliament Mr Speaker.
I am responding to the numbers Mr Speaker, if only
the Member of Parliament was saying that they have
something different then I would respond to the member’s
question. But the Honourable Member pretends to like
the programme while he does not like it because he
would have brought some information regarding this
programme since it is a government initiative and every
Member of Parliament has to familiarise themselves
with it. If you are not happy with it, you can bring a
motion and recommend what could be done.
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, please apprise this Honourable House…
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, I want to believe that I brought
this question to Parliament and my question has not
been answered and you have denied me an opportunity
to actually ask the Minister to answer the question that
I have asked her.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa that is not point
of order. I do not know why you are using the word
‘denied’ because you have presented to Parliament and
Honourable Members are assisting you with it so that
you get answers. It is the norm that when an issue is
presented to this House, it is debated by all. I will give
you time to ask questions but let others ask on the issue
on the floor.
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Mr
Minister apprise this Honourable
programme benefits other people
permanent employment; who are
surrounding areas.

Speaker. Could the
House on how this
in terms of finding
from Gaborone and

MS TSHIRELETSO: We assist them in many ways;
some of them pay rent by the income they get from tent
hires as well as kiosks, among other things.
MR MANGOLE: Honourable Minister, when you
responded to Honourable Mmolotsi’s question, you
mentioned that…
MR SPEAKER: Please stop there Honourable
Mangole. Honourable Tshireletso, even if I know you to
be a smart person, I do not think you can listen to what
he is saying while you are talking at the same time.
MR MANGOLE: That in 2010 when the programme
started, it was said that someone should be having an
income of P300. The question that we want you to
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answer is for you to tell us two reasons that justified the
P300 or six cattle, and whether those reasons are still
relevant.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Yes Honourable Member, it has
never been reviewed. It was just a question of how much
money you made and where you could start. I think the
question should also make a proposal as to how much
the amount could be. I am aware that it has been a long
period from 2010 up to 2015. Maybe what we were
considering then is not there now. Like I am saying,
because of the questions that you have been asking
maybe we should consider reviewing it. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: I thank you Mr Speaker. Why is it
that the people in Sebele and the Botswana Defence
Force camps are not allowed to use the funds of this
programme? Why is it that we still have high numbers
of poor people in Gaborone even when there is this
programme?
Lastly, since there were people who were given funds
to start up their businesses that needed electricity; what
has the government done with such people to assist
them in starting their projects? I thank you.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of procedure.
Mr Speaker, the point of procedure that I am standing
on is that when we ask questions on hypothetical basis,
it becomes unfair for the Minister. If we are saying the
poverty rate is increasing although we do not have a
statement of fact in terms of figure to show that it was
at this percentage, now it has accelerated to this much,
it becomes unfair and it would be misleading to the
nation. The Minister too does not have the poverty rates
in Gaborone right now. So, if the Honourable Member
was helpful enough, more so that he is the Honourable
Member for that constituency, it would be very helpful
for us to ask intelligent questions that would show
numbers.
MR SPEAKER: I do not believe that your comment is
a procedure. Atleast you could have stood on a point of
elucidation or just stood and commented. If Honourable
Tshireletso does not have an answer, she will say so.
Even the questions that are directed to her, she will make
sure that she shapes them and puts them into the context
that she feels she wants to present the information. Do
not be too hard on her.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
On a point of procedure. Thank you Honourable
Speaker, I just wanted to ask if we are following the
right procedure. We are supposed to be talking about
Poverty Eradication programmes in Gaborone. When I
was looking at the questions here, they are not talking
about Gaborone specifically, infact they are talking
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about the programme itself, something that does not sit
in Honourable Tshireletso’s ministry but rather in the
Office of the President. So, you have used that question
as an excuse to ask about Gaborone, so are we on
procedure?
MR SPEAKER: No, we are following the procedure,
the House is in order. I therefore cannot control who asks
what and who cannot ask what. Whoever is responsible
is the one who will respond.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Yes, Mr Speaker I am
representing Honourable Tsogwane. I have been
responding...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: No listen, order! Listen to Honourable
Tshireletso.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I did not want you to worry
that Honourable Tsogwane is not well represented.
Honourable Nkaigwa was complaining about the
residents of Sebele and the BDF camps that they are
not allowed to get involved in the Poverty Eradication
programme. Nobody ever approached me on this matter
saying there are people at Glen valley BDF who need
help.
Even in Sebele, I was not aware that they are not assisted
and now that I know, I will request the Honourable
Member to have a meeting with me so that we discuss
this issue…
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I
was actually standing on a point of order because it
is not true that we did not inform the Ministry about
the people in Sebele and Glen Valley that they are not
been given assistance regarding Poverty Eradication
Programme, we have done that through the office of the
Minister.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa that is not a
point of order, it is a correction to what she is saying.
You will have a chance to ask questions and to answer.
MS TSHIRELETSO: He should submit the evidence. I
have never seen it; he could have written to me or asked
me about it, so it is not true. If that is the case, let us
meet and discuss what you wrote not to interrogate me
here.
The second one is about poverty in Gaborone, I have
never made an assessment, but I will look into it with
the Honourable Member. I was not aware that it is
increasing, and on top of that I was thinking that as
elected Members of Parliament we both have to fight
poverty so that our people are not affected. I do not
believe that if you are in the opposition you have to wish
that people should be poor. If you are complaining to me
that poverty rate has increased then it means you are not
doing your job.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
If you were doing your work you could be telling this
House that poverty rate in your area has decreased.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of procedure. Mr Speaker,
I want to believe that the reasons why we bring
questions here to Parliament is so that all of us can
appraise ourselves on what various programmes within
our constituencies are performing so that we can also
present solutions to these problems, not for us to be
attacked by the Honourable Minister here. I think it is
wrong for her to attack me.
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, stop provoking each other,
just respond without annoying others.
MS TSHIRELETSO: The Honourable Member in
this House said he has complained to my Ministry that
we are not helping the Glen Valley and Sebele people,
which is correct. That is where we are going to sit
down and discuss the issues affecting people in Sebele
and BDF Camp. Why does it seem like a Member of
Parliament whom we are together in this government
is celebrating the people’s poverty? When you are a
Councillor or Member of Parliament, we take care of
our people and why are you jealous to see them being
alleviated from poverty? If a Member of Parliament
tells me as if he is celebrating, asking if I am aware that
poverty is becoming worse. Really! Is it my problem,
then I am told that I am out of order?
Let me respond to another one; you said that you have
written me a note, let us agree to meet at my office but
if that still fails then let us talk about this poverty and
fight it.
I would conclude about those who do not have
electricity…
DR MMATLI: On a point of correction. Let me concur
with the Minister that we are jealous; we do not want to
see Batswana in poverty. Let me correct here and say as
the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) we cannot
use the poverty eradication programme to alleviate
people from poverty perhaps that is why the question is;
why is poverty rife. It is not our programme. Thank you.
MS TSHIRELETSO: You have basically answered the
question on my behalf. I have seen it, he says that he is
implementing his own programme; he should however
use the proper channels to implement it. I have observed
this question and I know you are a Member of Parliament
but I am not sure if you can come to Parliament to
implement UDC when you are not the government. I
know that you are going to ask…(interruptions)…So
you have answered it Mmatli, there is no question. Since
you do not want poverty eradication, why do you ask
about it because you do not want this programme?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Tshireletso, let us
do this Honourable Members, let us utilize this question
time to learn. Ask question and respond, avoid taking it
too personal.
Hansard No 181
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MS TSHIRELETSO: Thank you Honourable Mmatli.
Let me answer the last one because I was not aware that
we are now going to discuss programmes of the two
parties.
Electricity; we assist people with…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: No, I never get too personal
Honourable Members, I just have a loud voice and I am
a huge person.
On that electricity matter, we assist them with generators.
The people we give electricity equipment to, who do not
have electricity use generators and we help them with
diesel. That is it. However on that other one of Sebele
residents, I request that we have a meeting Member
of Parliament. I am still holding on to it, if you rule
Honourable Mmatli that is when you can implement the
new programmes. Thank you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Mr Speaker.
Honourable Minister, I have been listening attentively,
the objective of poverty eradication is to alleviate people
from poverty. I want to know how many are successful
out of the people who have been assisted?
Secondly, how do we assist Social Workers that assess
these people, who do not have skills to determine
whether one is qualified to undertake the project
allocated to them?
MS TSHIRELETSO: We start with training. That is
the stage where we assess whether one is qualified to
undertake this project or not. That is why sometimes
we ask the applicant to pursue another one as they are
not qualified for the one they applied for. We start by
assessing the applicant.
Now the issue of successful projects, which area are you
referring to, Gaborone or the whole of Botswana?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MS TSHIRELETSO: In Gaborone, the total number
of successful projects is 108. The 1169 has not yet been
funded, so the 108 which are successful are supplying
schools in Gaborone. Others cook, others have bakeries.
They operate from Babusi community hall.
MR NKAIGWA: The last one Honourable Minister.
Why are there rich people who have been funded by
poverty eradication programme in Gaborone?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I am not aware; I know that we
have funded people who qualify. Furthermore, we are
not assisting each other, if he had that information, we
could be working together to go and take back those
equipment, maybe he is the one who was funded.
MR SPEAKER: No, that is imputing improper motives.
Order! Honourable Members, we have come to the end
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of Minister’s question time so let us proceed with the
business of today.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, this House has problems. The problem in
this House is caused by Members of Parliament and
Ministers, when you look at the seats of the Ministers
and their Assistants, they are empty Mr Speaker. We
only have three Ministers present, we have four Assistant
Ministers in this House but we say this House comprises
of both the front and back bench and the Opposition. So
Mr Speaker attend to that matter.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! I cannot hear
Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Fidelis is going crazy over this
position of Assistant Minister.
MR SPEAKER:
withdraw that.

Order!

Honourable

Mmolotsi,

MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, I withdraw that, they are not
handling it quiet well, an unexpected promotion. Mr
Speaker I was saying you must seriously call this House
to order, talk to the Leader of the House, such a situation
is not allowed. It does not put us in a good light as the
Parliament of Botswana for people to send us here and
then we do not turn up and it is just okay.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: I will have discussions with you on
one to one basis. Order! I made a mistake, I skipped the
addendum; there should be a statement by the Minister
for Presidential Affairs and Public Administration. So I
will first respond to the Honourable Mmolotsi’s point of
order and get back to the statement before it is too late.
Honourable Mmolotsi is telling the truth, I am also
concerned about your attendance in Parliament but I
will not blame the Ministers or backbench because in
order for me to convene this House, I am governed by
Standing Order 17.1 which dictates that quorum should
be one-third of the Membership of the House. If you are
over one-third of the Membership of the House, I do
not have any problem with proceeding but Chief Whip
heard your complaint Honourable Member and I believe
that you as the Opposition Whip will ensure that your
Members are present in this House.
I will now return to the statement by the Minister…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: You cannot seek procedure whilst I
am standing, you are out of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mangole, I can hear you
even if you did not switch on your microphone.
Going back to statement by Minister for Presidential
Affairs and Public Administration, it would be delivered
by Acting Minister Honourable Makgalemele.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR SPEAKER: Clarification from me?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of
clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker, I just wanted to
clarify that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Order.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, do not do that
because the Honourable Member is still on the floor. Let
me hear what he has to say.
MR KGATHI: I was saying that I believe that
information has been brought to your office Mr Speaker.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs has gone to China…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kgathi! I am
aware of the Ministers who are absent. You are not
going to be the one to tell me what I have to do, I am
aware of who is absent and I know where they are. Do
not try to pressure me into stating who informed me of
their absence and who did not. I expect those who are
around to be in the House that is what I am saying. Let
us go back to our job; statement.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): On
a point of order. Mr Speaker. In all fairness to the
Honourable Members, especially Ministers who have
informed your office officially of their non-availability
to attend the House, I think it is only fair that they be
known. When we leave this place Honourable Mmolotsi
is going to go to the papers and say that all the Ministers
were absent even those who were absent on official
duties will be painted with the same brush. I think it is
only fair for them to be known.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, Whoever
wants to know where the Ministers are will ask. The
Speaker has all the information and besides, whenever
a Minister has to travel outside people are informed
even on radio. Honourable Mmolotsi knows that some
Ministers are accompanying the President and others
are away on other official duties. I do not believe that
we have to spend time on this issue because it is simple.
Please let us continue.
MR DAVIDS: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I strongly
believe that Ministers want to turn this Parliament in
to a big joke. The absence of the Ministers from this
Parliament would eventually turn this Parliament
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into a big joke. Mr Speaker, since I came into to this
Parliament…you can even see a Minister dragging his
feet as he comes to this House, when…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, please say want
you want to say and finish.
MR DAVIDS: You know that they are supposed to be
here. Another thing that I have noticed Mr Speaker, ever
since I can remember the Assistant Ministers have been
answering questions…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)....
MR DAVIDS: To me…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, look at me when
you state your issues and ignore those people.
MR DAVIDS: Assistant Ministers answer questions,
even if Ministers are around. I have a strong belief that
these Ministers do not even know what is happening,
hence to get questions answered the way Honourable
Tshireletso answered Honourable Nkaigwa today. I
have been sitting here and I have not heard Honourable
Nkaigwa’s question answered and we cannot go on like
this.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, order! I am
wondering what the problem could be today because I
am not aware if there is any Member of Parliament who
has ever asked a question and was not answered. I have
explained to you that, the Ministers who are absent have
informed us of their absence and the Radio Botswana
station has also broadcasted that. Whoever wants where
a particular Minister is should ask us and we will inform
them. I will not bring a whole file full of letters to show
you rather I am telling you that Standing order 17.1
states that when there is a quorum of one third of the
Membership of this House then the House can go on.
I have informed the Chief Whips, to ensure that their
Members are present in the House. That is all I am going
to say. Please let us continue, time is running out and it
is not waiting for anybody.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Point
of order! Mr Speaker, I think this House is out of order
and I will tell you why. Honourable Mmolotsi is abusing
order in order to castigate those that cannot answer for
themselves. He is creating an impression that Ministers
are absent without leave but he knows very well that
Honourable Venson is attending the Commonwealth
Heads Of Government Meeting (CHOGM), Honourable
Molale is with his party President Honourable Gaolathe
in Namibia because he sees it appropriate for his
President to be in Namibia, he is also with Honourable
Tsogwane. I can mention them all. When we know that
these people are busy doing the job that they have been
employed to do, you cannot stand up there and abuse
order to create an impression that we are irresponsible
people, we are not! People know where they are. That is
why I am saying, the House is out of order. We have to
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respond so that people may know where the Ministers
are and that they are not just absent or that they have
gone AWOL (Absent Without Official Leave).
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Please let it be, I will not take any
more point of orders because I can see that you want to
derail the House by being confrontational when there is
no need to. I have just explained that the official trips of
Ministers or Assistant Ministers are not secret. A press
release from the National Assembly, from government is
made to inform the public of who went where. I wonder
why you are shouting at each other like Honourable
Davids is shouting at… whom is he exchanging words
with? You do not have to be confrontational about
such simple issues. The message is loud and clear and
the issue is the lack of quorum however today we are
quorated so let us continue.

STATEMENT
ACTING MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): Mr Speaker, a basic tenet
of our progress as a united and proud nation over the
past five decades has been our commitment to optimise
the benefits of revenues from natural resources for the
wellbeing of all Batswana through public investment in
such areas as education and skills development, health
and various infrastructure.
The vesting of mineral rights and other natural resources
in the state has, in this respect, allowed government to
spread services and development across the country.
Our natural resources are thus shared. That is why
residents of districts with limited land can apply for
land in any other part of the country with abundant land.
Similarly, water and electricity are drawn from one part
of the country to service any part of the country. The
same applies to veld products, wildlife and other natural
resources.
In this respect we recognise that if resources were to be
used for the main or even exclusive benefit of people in
which resources are found, this would amount to some
form of “separate development” and balkanisation of
our common homeland.
Mr Speaker, Government has never claimed that we have
achieved anything like absolute equality in this country,
which is why reducing inequality while eliminating
absolute poverty remains a key policy goal.
What we as a Government can claim is that the diamond
revenues from Jwaneng, Orapa and elsewhere have
been and will continue to be used for the development
of the country as a whole.
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What we can claim, notwithstanding our current
challenges, is that the water and energy collected in the
Central District, for example, will continue to sustain
other areas of the country.
Mr Speaker, while the point I am making has been said
before; I believe it is worth re-iterating in the context
of what appears to be a growing tendency on the part
of some to try to turn back the clock with what amount
to calls for the privatisation of our shared assets. Such a
backward step would only be for the short-term benefit
of a relative few to the long-term detriment of the nation
as a whole.
Mr Speaker, what I also find to be of concern are
suggestions or insinuations, sadly amplified by sections
of our media, that because Government continues to
take a national approach to the management of common
assets we are somehow seeking to undermine certain
communities. I refer, for example to a headline in the
most recent edition of the Patriot newspaper (22/11/15)
reporting that “Government hates Batawana – Tawana.”
At this stage I would like to believe that the Honourable
Member from Maun West must find this headline at least
as offensive as I, as he is of course well acquainted with
Government efforts to uplift the lives of the people of
the North-West District in terms of investment in public
health, education, disease control and the provision of
infrastructure, as well as the support available to his
constituents through various Government policies and
programmes.
Mr Speaker, with respect to the current 2015-16 financial
year alone, I am informed that as of 31st of October
2015 recurrent expenditures by the North-West District
Council total over P352.7 million (P352,767,475.30),
while just over P 200 million (P200,178,416.00)
has been budgeted through the Council for various
development expenditures.
These indicative figures, which of course do not capture
everything Government is doing for the betterment of the
District, hardly reflect a Government that is indifferent
to the wellbeing of its citizens in the North-West.
Mr Speaker, with respect to questions of ownership of
various parks, game reserves and national monuments
in the North West, I note that these matters have been
previously addressed on various occasions by the
responsible authorities, including Ministers in this very
House.
In this respect I would remind the House that the
management and administration of the resources
and facilities within the Moremi Game Reserve was
under the Fauna Conservation Society of Ngamiland,
which was formed on November 1st 1962, and was
then responsible for the administration of the original
Moremi Wildlife Reserve, which is what the Reserve
used to be called.
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Mr Speaker, the Department of Wildlife and National
Parks took over the administration of the Reserve
following a Presidential Directive; CAB 25/79 of 8th
October 1979; which directed that administration of the
Moremi Wildlife Reserve by the Fauna Conservation
Society of Ngamiland be terminated and that Moremi
Game Reserve Regulations be published to enable
Government to administer the Reserve. These came into
effect on October 9th, 1979. Currently the Department of
Wildlife and National Parks is mandated by the Wildlife
Conservation and National Parks Act No. 28 of 1992.
It may be further noted that the said 1979 takeover was
implemented at the request of the morafe following
consultation at the Kgotla chaired by the late Kgosi
Letsholathebe II, who was then the Paramount Chief of
Batawana.
Mr Speaker, as the Moremi Game Reserve falls wholly
in tribal land, all land matters and concessions with
the reserve fall within the mandate of the Tawana
Land Board and the Ministry of Environment, Wildlife
and Tourism (MEWT), which through the Botswana
Tourism Organisation has an input into the approval of
the various proposals for the concessions at the time of
assessment of the relevant tenders while also monitoring
their implementation in collaboration with the Tawana
Land Board.
DR MMATLI: On a point of order, Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker. At the beginning of Minister’s
statement, I was wondering what might have motivated
the statement. But now I heard it is a newspaper article
somewhere. That is why I took these Standing Orders
to look at issues that may cause the Minister to bring
such a statement to the House. I do not see anywhere
stated that newspaper articles can be responded to in this
House. I think the Minister is out of order.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mmatli, you are the
one out of order. You deliberately overlooked Standing
Order 41.2(a). It says, “The Minister may make a
statement on some public matter for which he or she is
responsible”. Now if there has been an article published
in the newspaper concerning his Ministry, he has the
right to respond to it. Honourable Minister, proceed.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, here it may be noted that Section 10 of the
Tribal Land Act of 1968 vests all the right and title to
land in each tribal land to the respective Land Boards
for the benefit and advantage of the citizens of Botswana
and for the purpose of promoting the economic and
social development of the people of Botswana whilst
Section 13 (i) vests the powers previously vested in
Chiefs and subordinate land authority under Customary
Law in relation to Land Boards.
Mr Speaker, it is also important to note that all
developments in the Reserve are guided by a management
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plan, which gives direction in terms of developments
and tourism activities that can be undertaken in various
parts of the Reserve.
Mr Speaker, it may be further noted that management
plans are developed through an extensive consultation
process of all the key stakeholders hence the Batawana
were not completely isolated in the management of the
reserve, and have always had a considerable measure of
control over Moremi Game Reserve both through their
Land Board and as key stakeholders.
Mr Speaker, Maun Educational Park was established
in 1969 through a proclamation by the then Kgosi
Letsholathebe II. The proclamation of the park was a
way of demonstrating the community’s commitment
to the conservation of natural resources. The park was
legally gazetted in 1985 and has always been under the
management of the Department of Wildlife and National
Parks.
Mr Speaker, we appreciate the concern raised by
Honourable Moremi on his observation of the
deleterious situation at Lake Ngami. In this respect,
the decision by Government, through the Ministry of
Environment, Wildlife & Tourism to suspend fishing in
Lake Ngami will be for a period of twelve (12) months
from the 1st March 2015 to the 29th of February 2016
through Statutory Instrument No. 18 of 2015.
The suspension will provide an opportunity to finalise the
proposed amendments to the 2008 Fishing Regulations.
It will also afford the Ministry time to put up operational
procedures and measures that will ensure sustainable
utilisation of fish resources within Botswana water
systems including Lakes Ngami and Xau, in accordance
with their approved management plans.
Mr Speaker, the suspension will further give the Ministry
time to engage other stakeholders, such as Botswana
Unified Revenue Services (BURS) and Botswana Police
Service, on the monitoring and control of fishing and
regulation of fish exportation from Botswana.
Mr Speaker, the suspension is also meant to allow all
the stakeholders, especially the Community Trust,
to become operational and more involved in the
management of Lake Ngami.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Yes Mr Speaker, I
thought at the end of the State of the Nation Address
the Leader of the House is going to respond to what
Honourable Members have been deliberating on, so I
am wondering the response now when somebody has
been given the responsibility to ultimately come and do
that. Are we not out of order?
MR SPEAKER: We are not out of order Honourable
Mmolotsi. You are losing concentration honourable
Mmolotsi but I am listening to him. I want him to
conclude his deliberations and you will have time to ask
him questions. Please be patient with him.
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MR MAKGALEMELE: To date, Lake Ngami Mr
Speaker has an approved management plan and the
Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism is in the
process of finalising the revised Fishing Regulations.
On the other hand Lake Ngami Conservation Trust
consisting of the six (6) villages surrounding the Lake
has applied for a Lease for Controlled Hunting Area
NG38 in which the Lake lies.
Mr Speaker, as mentioned above, Government is
committed to expanding tourism product base in
Botswana and one of the areas including Gcwihaba
Caves. This will offer a unique tourism...
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker
for giving me an opportunity to rise on a point of
order. Mr Speaker, I believe this House is out of order.
Reading from the Standing Order 41.1 and 41.2, 41.2
says ‘a Minister may make a statement on some public
matter for which he or she is responsible.’ So I am
trying to grasp with the issues that are been raised in the
statement by the Honourable Minister in regard to the
Ministry of Tourism, regard to wildlife. I not know what
he will answer from us if we were to pose questions to
him because that is not his Ministry.
MR SPEAKER: You are just thinking too much
Honourable Member, the Honourable Minister of
Presidential Affairs and Public Administration can
respond to any other question directed to him on
anything that happens in this country. Just be patient, let
him finish and you will have time to ask him questions.
It is his responsibility.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Assuming what you
that what you are saying is correct Mr Speaker, how
come Ministers of different Ministries answer questions
specific to their Ministries in everyday question time?
We never come to a situation where the Minister answers
for all Ministries in this House.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Mmolotsi. For
progress sake, let us reserve some questions for General
Assembly. Maybe I will also have a chance to explain
how the government operates. The Leader of the House
will explain how the government operates but let him
finish his statement and we shall ask him questions. Let
us save time honourable members.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, as mentioned
above, Government is committed to expanding tourism
product base in Botswana and one of the areas including
Gcwihaba Caves. This will offer a unique tourism
product that will further position this country as a world
tourism destination of choice. Exploration of additional
caves is continuing and will only be made...
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Honourable
Speaker, I understand you and I am trying by all means
to contain myself even though the Honourable Assistant
Minister is talking about Gcwihaba caves and at the
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same time he talks of expanding the economy. The way
I understand the government system and I try to use my
right vested in me by my constituents, I think I am being
abused in the sense that I am listening to the Honourable
Assistant Minister addressing things which do not fall
under his portfolio completely. And then I am told to
just listen and ask questions thereafter…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mokgware you
are out of order...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No! he is not.
MR SPEAKER: I just explained what you want to know,
I do not know why I should provide the same answer,
and you are out of Order. I take it that the Honourable
Minister is concluding and will take questions.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I am concluding but also
for your information Honourable Mokgware indeed I
am the Assistant Minister but I am the Acting Minister
today for your benefit.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MR MAKGALEMELE: This will offer a unique
tourism product that will further position this country
as a world tourism destination of choice. Exploration
of additional caves is continuing and will only be made
accessible to the public and tourism when the project
has been completed and issues of safety have adequately
been cleared. Adjacent communities will greatly benefit
from the project.
Mr Speaker, it is my sincere belief that the above facts
as presented, confirm that Government cares about the
welfare of all of its people, including communities in
Ngami land. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Minister. Just
for your advice, Honourable Members, this provision
of making statements in the House is available for the
Ministers and for the Leader of Opposition. So it is a
provision that is there to be used. When they use it, let
us not be impatient, let us listen to them as they present.
Therefore in accordance with Standing Order 41.3
Honourable Nkaigwa, I allow you to ask questions for
the purpose of elucidating what he has been saying and
clarifications.
MR MOREMI: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No you just need to stand up and ask
and not procedure.
MR MOREMI: It appears we are responded to by a
personal position, I heard some accusations from the
Honourable Minister that there are some who want to
pursue narrow self-interests with government resources.
As the Minister is addressing a personal position, is the
minister in question allowed to bring a statement to the
house given the same platform and present his portion?
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MR SPEAKER: I do not know if you listen when I
speak Honourable Moremi. Before I opened the floor
for questions I explained that this provision of making
statements in the House is available to Ministers and
the Leader of Opposition. That is what I said. So if on
Monday the Leader of Opposition could tell me that he
wants to make a statement, we will allow him to do that,
the Standing Order has given them that provision. I am
therefore not aware that there are any personalities here,
but what I was saying is that I am allowing you to ask
questions. Ask the Minister anything that you want to
understand, as for me I do not have answers.
MR MMOLOTSI: My question to the Minister is
whether the statement that he has been presenting was
supposed to be presented here. Why should we listen to
petty talks that do not benefit our country?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Indeed Mr Speaker I saw it
proper to present that statement because things were
said that affected the nation and there was need for
clarification.
MR ARONE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, I want to get your view, even the view of your
government, because it seems your worry is the headline
which says ‘government hates Ngamiland people’ that
was not said by Honourable Moremi. If you go to our
area, more especially among the young people, it is
clear that this Government hates our region. I think that
is the same sentiments you will get in the area around
Letlhakane. How would you explain a situation where
this country was created by the Letlhakane Mine, but
the level of poverty in Letlhakane is so unacceptable? Is
that not tantamount to hatred of a region?
MR SPEAKER: Do not try to make a statement, ask a
question.
MR ARONE: No, I am asking. It is a question …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, I am reminding
you not to make a statement but to ask a question.
MR ARONE: Is that not tantamount to hating a region?
A young person in Boteti does not know a diamond
that has built his country in his own land. Is that not
tantamount to hatred?
The foot and mouth scourge, I am just giving you
examples to qualify the statement if indeed Honourable
Moremi said that, the scourge since 1966 up to now you
do not have an answer.
Look at the poverty eradication gardens that you have
supplied in Ngamiland, where are they surviving? Even
at Honourable Kgathi’s constituency, I went there last
time, they are not surviving. Everything that goes to our
areas is substandard.
The education system that you have offered look at the
failure rate, I am giving you examples so that when he
answers he justifies that.
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Arone order! Never argue
when I try to advise you. When I say short questions
they should be short so that you get the feedback that
you want. Be straight to the point.
MR ARONE: Education systems is a misery, look at
the results of all the schools. We talked of 6 per cent and
7 per cent at Shakawe Senior Secondary School and that
is sub-standard. Does it show commitment to improve
the lives of our people?
Lastly the Lake Ngami; are you aware that Lake Ngami
is one of the areas that has been reserved for the land
bank issue and if you are aware of that, how does that
promote consultation and inclusive development in your
view?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, we do not hate
anybody in Botswana. We are a government that really
understand itself. We agreed that the resources of this
country will be in different areas. We believe that we
really need different resources countrywide.
In my response I talked about water, diamonds and
others that have helped in other areas. For example,
today we do not have water in the Southern side of
Botswana and we are sourcing it from the Northern side.
This is a sign that we are a government that really cares
about its nation, we make sure that we all benefit.
If I can give the issue of foot and mouth as an example;
just like the Honourable Member was saying, it is an
issue that we are attending to as a country. We are
researching about it and in the near future we will
release the results that will help you Honourable Arone.
The results that will make you realise that if we come
up with good initiatives, there are other people who are
sabotaging our efforts. However I want to assure you
that we are working day and night that wherever there
is a challenge in Botswana we attend to it, including
education.
Whether I know that Lake Ngami is part of the land
bank and whether there was any consultation. I would
say we are a government that believes in consultation,
if the Honourable Member was not satisfied with the
consultation that was done, all the stakeholders could be
invited so that they take part in such decisions. If there
is need for amendment we can amend them.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Mr Speaker, the problem
that I have is that in your answer you did not touch on the
opportunities that are available but there is somewhere
in the Standing Order 52 where it says, “occasions when
a member makes …
MR SPEAKER: Which Standing Order number
Honourable Moremi?
MR MOREMI: 52; “occasions when a member may
speak more than once”. I have contributed to the state
of the nation address and the ill-informed Minister for
Hansard No 181

15

Friday 27th November, 2015
Presidential Affairs and Public Administration, narrowminded as he is has gone to a newspaper headline …
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moremi, you are
talking about occasions when a member may speak
more than once, I do not know what you are trying to
say.
MR MOREMI: Maybe if you can listen Mr Speaker
you will understand, but if you …(interruptions) ...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi Order! Do not do
that. I gave you the chance to ask a question and now
you want to attack me, why are you doing this?
MR MOREMI: You are the one standing there while I
am still talking …
MR SPEAKER: Switch off your microphone. There is
no need to get uptight.
MR MOREMI: I am not uptight, do not call me names,
you do not know me.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moremi, I do not
know why you are angry, however I am not going to be
offended, listen to me.
MR MOREMI: … (Inaudible) …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi you quoted
Standing Order 52 and I asked why you quoted it. That
is all I wanted to know. Can you explain why you are
saying we are not following Standing Order 52, maybe
I can assist.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He was still explaining.
MR SPEAKER: I do not know if you have assistants
that side, there is only one Honourable Moremi.
Honourable Member explain why you are saying the
Standing Order is troubling you.
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker, I do not know if you
are deliberately on this path, but you are making our
deliberations in the House, particularly difficult. I
quoted Standing Order 52 and I was getting to the point
of illustrating what in the Standing Order I am on about
and then you stand there and interrupt my flow. From
there you call me names saying I should not be angry
because you are on your feet. So if you were to listen to
what I was …
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Moremi,
if you are out of order, I will not allow you to debate,
I want to tell you that. Switch off your microphone. If
you do not behave I will not allow you to debate. I was
giving you the floor. Explain how the Standing Order
interrupts the procedure? Do not blame and attack me.
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker, can you allow us to do
the duty we have been sent here to undertake. I was
to elaborate a point that I raised and you interrupted.
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Sometimes if you could disrobe your partisan nature
and listen to us to finish the matters we want to talk
about we could…
MR SPEAKER: Look, just get to your point; I am
listening so that I can understand what you are saying.
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker, I was saying Standing
Order 52 explains where a Member is allowed to debate
more than once. State of the Nation Address is presented,
I commented on it. The narrow vision of the Ministry of
the State President, they came up with the newspaper
headline. So, I was saying is this not where Standing
Order 52 allows me to debate twice on this matter
because I have seen and heard the misinformation that
the Ministry of the State President was to paddle about
the personality involved in the headlines he is quoting
in his deliberations now? So, I was asking you to allow
me to debate twice on the State of the Nation Address
because the Ministry of the State President has taken the
opportunity, misinformed as they are, to try and attack
the person that is alluded to in the newspaper headlines
that we erroneously allowed to carry the conversation
today.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, I explained
that every Minister of this country is entitled to make
a statement in Parliament through Standing Order 41.2,
I even read it here. If anyone talks about any matter
regarding roads and Minister of Transport wants to set
the record straight, he is allowed to do that; if anyone
speaks against the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC), Leader of Opposition has the right through
Standing Order 41.2 to stand and set the record straight.
I do not understand why you are so confused Honourable
Members? Why do you not ask and understand the
statement of the Minister rather than trying to blame me
and shouting at me? Focus on the matter on the floor.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order. Thank
you Mr Speaker. It is not like we challenge you Sir and
is not like we challenge your authority and disrespect
you. Honourable Tawana’s request is that you should
guide him because right now the statement which has
just been presented by the Minister is responding on
the statement which he said, that Batawana are hated,
quoting Honourable Tawana Moremi. In his statement
he corrects misinformation and there are elements they
want to mislead Batswana. They are attacking him
personally, they respond to his debate. So his question
is, “Mr Speaker through Standing Order No 52 because
I have been attacked by some, can you not allow me
to speak twice at some point? He was just asking a
question and not attacking the Honourable Acting
Minister. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi knows procedure,
we got in Parliament at the same time, he is fully aware
that he cannot comment twice on the State of the Nation
Address. Standing Order 52 elaborates further that
under which circumstances can he be allowed to debate.
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I do not want to take a long time reading it; I think when
you read it Members of Parliament you will know when
you are allowed to debate twice. I think your aim is to
ignore Honourable Makgalemele’s statement just focus
on that statement and ask questions.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister Makgalemele out of all
the paper headlines, why did you decide to choose this
headline so that you come and present a statement about
it in Parliament? Whereas there are others that someone
went the keys to the caves but he should bring them
back, why are you not addressing that one and make a
statement out of it?
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of procedure.
Although some seem to be clarifying Honourable
Tawana’s question but he was saying if there is time
then he clarifies that the newspaper misquoted him, I
mean I think that was his question.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I am also
getting tired that every day I have to teach the Honourable
Members the procedure of this House which is written
in the Standing Orders. We got to the Parliament same
time as Honourable Moremi he fully understands when
he is allowed to debate twice. He also knows that if he
wants to correct something on the statement presented
by the Minister, he has the time to stand and ask him
questions.
Secondly Honourable Moremi knows that if he is in
Parliament and there are some statements he does not
approve of and wants to correct he can do so by tabling
a question during Ministers’ Question Time or table a
motion of amendment. Those are available to Private
Members; Statements are available to the Ministers
and to the Leader of Opposition. Am I now supposed
to explain such a simple procedure all the time?
Honourable Makgalemele, Honourable Mmolotsi asked
you a question, answer him.

STATEMENT
ACTING PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL (MR
CHIKANDA): Thank you Mr Speaker. Standing Order
52.2 is set with other provisions under that Standing
Order, so you cannot read it in isolation. You read it with
Standing Order 52.1, which reads if I may quote “And
thus gives the situations where a Member may speak
twice or more than once.” If I may quote, “A Member
may not speak more than once on a question proposed
to the Assembly except (a) in committees subject to the
provisions of Standing Order 66.1.”
And if you go to 66.1 it provides for situation where by
a Member may speak more than once and it reads “in a
committee of the whole Assembly, Members may not
speak more than twice on the same question provided
that he or she does not repeat what he or she has said
in his or her first debate.” If you read 52.1(b) it says
‘to make explanations provided in paragraph 2 of this
order.’ Then (c) it says ‘in the case of the mover of the
motion and reply as provided in paragraph 3 of this
order.’
Standing Order 52.2 reads, a Member who has spoken
on a question may again be heard, if the Speaker so
permits to explain some part of his or her speech which
has been misunderstood, but when speaking he or she
shall not introduce new matter.’ We have to zero in on
the words or the phrase which has been misunderstood.
The question is by whom? It should be by any Member
in this House not by newspapers. If a person has been
misunderstood by newspapers or misquoted, it is not a
matter for this House. Thank you, Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, did you respond
to Honourable Mmolotsi? Respond to him.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, before I respond
to Honourable Mmolotsi, I want to assure Honourable
Moremi that we are not misinformed, and that he should
not think that this statement was presented out of malice.

MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, there
is a provision in the Standing Orders at 52 which I
have earlier requested to invoke. I wish to indulge the
services of our Learned Parliamentary Counsel in so far
as interpretation, because my belief is you have got a
particular interest in misleading this House. Maybe the
Parliamentary Counsel may interpret differently.

The fact of the matter is; if you were listening to me,
I said, and I believe that even Honourable Moremi-,
because I was inside the House when he was debating,
and I do have a Hansard here outlining Honourable
Moremi’s debate, I believe that even Honourable Moremi
was equally disappointed by what was presented by the
newspaper.

MR SPEAKER: You are out of order Honourable
Moremi, but I can assure you that you will not succeed
no matter how much you try to offend. I am not in
the mood to get offended today, I only came to do my
job and I am going to execute it very well despite you
being unhappy about it. I want to give you the benefit
of the doubt, Honourable Parliamentary Counsel, please
explain Standing order 52.

Coming back specifically to the question by Honourable
Mmolotsi, we do make a determination as a Ministry
on what to respond to and what not to respond to,
and therefore we do not respond because Honourable
Mmolotsi want us to respond to a particular matter, we
do make a determination. In this particular case, we did
make a determination to the fact that it was worthy for
us to respond.
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MR MANGOLE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, is it appropriate to present a statement which
is based on Honourable Moremi’s response to the
State of the Nation Address knowing that Honourable
Minister or leader of the House will respond as well. Is
it appropriate for him to have tabled this statement?
Do you see Honourable Moremi at fault when
he moves that he should be given a second
chance to respond because he will be responding
for the second time to the State of the Nation
Address? Does the Minister realise that he committed
injustice against this House?

have alluded and given different examples to the effect
that our resources have always been used coming from
a particular area for the benefit of the whole country.
However, where we are looking at addressing side
effects which are health related and so on, I do not think
it would be unreasonable for them to say because of
a certain project we have had a health challenge and
therefore we need certain mitigations to be made. I do
not think that would be unreasonable.
MR ARONE: Procedure. Thank you Mr Speaker. I just
need some clarification on the matter that Honourable
Moremi raised.

The second question is that, I understand very well that
according to our government system, resources are to be
shared equally by the whole nation and not only the area
which they are from benefit, is it wrong for the Selibe
Phikwe residents, since it is a copper town, to request
for a Special dispensation that there should be special
facilities to cater for the health effects of the mining of
copper in their area. Do those people have any selfish
motives as they will be benefiting from what should
benefit the entire nation?

MR SPEAKER: No, it’s an issue that was dealt with a
while back. I will not allow that one.

MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Honourable
Mangole. I think the fact that I made a determination
to come and make the statement is because I felt and I
indeed still feel so, but it is appropriate that I make this
particular statement.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Arone, order! You are
taking us far back. I want Honourable Moremi to ask,
and thereafter I close this issue, we have laboured on it
for a very long time.

As for Honourable Moremi, whether I consider it fair
to give him a second opportunity or not, I think that is
a determination to be made by the Honourable Speaker.
And I think the Honourable Speaker has spent quite
considerable amount of time this morning making a
determination and educating us on the Standing Orders
on that particular issue.
With regards to resources and giving example about
Selebi-Phikwe that will it be wrong for the people of
Selebi-Phikwe to say we need some form of program…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
I think what concerns me is that when I look at this
arrangement, I think it is personal vendetta’s play where
the Ministry of the State President…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi please take
your seat and let him respond, you will ask when you
want to.
MR MMOLOTSI: Why can I not finish first?
MR SPEAKER: Let him conclude
MR MAKGALEMELE: On the Selebi-Phikwe issue,
Honourable Mangole, I think the starting point should
be the Selebi-Phikwe community has allowed the people
of Botswana to enjoy any economic benefits coming
from Selebi-Phikwe, just like any other population in
this country. And in the main structure of my question, I
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MR ARONE: No Mr Speaker, the explanation …
(interruptions)… Let me just finish Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: You are taking us back, we will not
make progress if we get into that.
MR ARONE: The reason Mr Speaker, is that you did
not make a determination…

MR ARONE: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: No, you have gone far back. You are
out of order, and I will not allow that one.
Honourable Moremi!
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker, I do not know if I am
doing myself justice by participating in this issue. But
since we are here, let me ask the Minister because he
started by giving us the government’s approach on
using resources which he calls ‘national’ to improve
the income distribution to be shared equally. After 52
years with the highest gene-coefficient in the whole
world, was that achieved or we see income or resources
unfairly distributed to some?
Secondly, let me ask the Minister, drawing from one of
the issues he addressed, that is he aware that Moremi
Game Reserve is a private game reserve established
through private funds? Thirdly, is he aware of the current
court judgement which says Presidential directives are
not law? Is he aware of that?
MR MAKGALEMELE: The first question Mr
Speaker, on the update I made in this House of how
we use resources after 50 years as he mentioned, has
it ensured that distribution of resources is of balanced
status. I believe that is an issue we can discuss in
different ways. What I know is, looking at our country
as a whole, there have been improvements in some
areas. If for instance we take poverty, about 20/30 years
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back, it was at 47 per cent of the population, right now
it is at 19.3, and abject poverty stands at about 7 per
cent. However, there are some areas where poverty is
still high especially in Ngamiland area as an example. It
is an undisputed truth. Our view as government is that,
we should look at some of these realities. That is why
in Okavango area, there are some additional mitigations
through Honourable Tshireletso’s Ministry, which can
focus on fighting poverty at the level at which it has
affected Okavango area. The response now is; we have
not managed to have a reduction at the same level in the
country. We remain very committed to see how areas
which are actually hard hit can be assisted.

STATEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Let me
thank you for your attendance and also say that there is
no how we can proceed without quorum. We have been
waiting for 15 minutes, it is now time up. Have a nice
weekend.
ADJOURNMENT
The Assembly adjourned at 10:56 a.m. until Monday
30th November, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.

With regards to whether I am aware that Game Reserve
is a private land and the recent court judgement, well,
my response to that is, in my main response Mr Speaker,
I explained the different consultation exercises and
processes that took place on a wide range of issues in
relation to Moremi Game Reserve; they affect Bogosi
and the land boards. Therefore, as I am standing here, in
my conviction, I believe that as the government we have
done everything within our powers to ensure that every
process in relation to Moremi Game Reserve should go
smoothly.
MR SPEAKER: If you could have been listening, I
said Honourable Moremi will be the last one.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Lelatisitswe, order! I
said, Honourable Moremi will be the last one, I have
closed this matter.
MR LELATISITSWE: Mr Speaker, these issues affect
us.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Lelatisitswe, sit down.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is seething.
MR SPEAKER: If you are seething, you can take
the Minister’s statement and read it thoroughly over
the weekend and see which parts contributes to your
seething and bring a question to Parliament. Sit down.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Lelatisitswe, take a seat,
there are 21 of you here.
We have just lost quorum.
…Silence…
MR SPEAKER: …(Inaudible)… Other Members of
Parliament have just come in, I will be seated here. We
are left with 13 minutes.
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERS
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