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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the CHAIR)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! Honourable Members, we have our pupils from
Tsau Primary School from Sehithwa. They are from
Honourable Kwerepe’s constituency.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
i) Madam Speaker, the supply schedule of food to
primary schools cannot be the same as that of
secondary schools because secondary schools
receive food commodities directly from the
suppliers while primary schools’ food items are
supplied directly from to Food Relief Depots
before distribution due to the distance and number
of primary schools. My Ministry has already made
a decision to decentralise procurement of sorghum
and samp to councils while beans are now being
procured by District Commissioners’ offices.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

ii) Madam Speaker, the food commodities and the
menu cannot be the same as that of secondary
schools as the menu is determined and guided
by nutritional requirements of the various age
groups. However, Government is in the process of
reviewing the menu.

SHORTAGE ON SUPPLY OF SORGHUM
AT SOME PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT

iii) My Ministry is not aware of any pending takeover of the feeding programme by the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)...

MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
if he is aware that the Primary School Feeding
Programme in the Southern District is not working as it
should because some schools go for days without being
supplied with sorghum, pots are too often out of use and
stampers are not increased to cope with the volume of
work; if so:(i) why the supply schedule cannot be the same as
that of secondary schools;
(ii) why food commodities and the menu cannot be
the same as that of the secondary schools; and
(iii) to state improvements intended with the pending
take-over of the feeding programme by the
Ministry of Education and Skills Development.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Greetings to you Madam
Speaker. I also greet the pupils from Tsau. Madam
Speaker, I am not aware that the Primary School Feeding
Programme is not working well in Southern District
except supply of sorghum which my Ministry through
Food Relief Services distributed two (2) consignments
on the 3rd August 2015 and 29th September 2015 to cover
Third Term.
Madam Speaker, I must acknowledge that occasionally,
some schools experience malfunctioning of cooking
pots. In order to address this challenge, my Ministry
through Southern District Council has trained four (4)
officers in maintenance of pots to repair pots as and
when the need arises and maintenance of some pots is
on-going in various schools.

On the issue of hand-stampers, Southern District
Council conforms to the guidelines; therefore
there is no shortage of hand-stampers in the
district. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR ARONE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, you have mentioned
in your answer that the menu is determined by the
nutritional requirements, that is what led to the menus
to differ. In your view, if you were to look at nutritional
requirements of a growing child, which menu is better to
be fed to a younger person between the one in secondary
and primary? You sometimes find a child feeding on
beans only, no fruits, nothing else?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, I have never
followed the secondary school menu and I do not know
how it is compared to the one in Secondary schools.
Therefore I cannot compare them. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
REMOVAL OF CHALKBOARDS FROM
CLASSROOMS IN THE SOUTH EAST
DISTRICT SCHOOLS
MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) when chalk boards are going to be removed from
classrooms in the South East District schools;
(ii) whether students and teachers country wide are
tested for the effects of chalk dust on their health;
(iii) what is being done to those affected; and
(iv) what is being done to protect those that are not yet
affected.
Hansard No 181
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker,
i) Madam Speaker, currently my Ministry does not have any plans to replace chalkboards in South East District
schools. However, we have successfully field tested interactive boards which will now become more and more
common in schools.
ii) Our students and teachers are not being tested for the effects of chalk dust on their health.
iii) We are not aware of any recorded cases of respiratory disease directly attributed to chalk dust inhalation.
iv) Madam Speaker, teachers are advised to make more use of audio-visual aids, hand- outs, child centred learning
and learning through discovery methodologies to augment the use of the chalk board. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you Minister. Are you aware that chalk dust
can affect lungs as well as eyes and are you waiting for any problems to arise before you take any action? Thank you.
MR GOYA: I thank you Madam Speaker. I thank you Honourable Member. I take it that in my response I have
indicated that nobody has come forward to say chalkboard is a hazard to the students or the teachers. Ontop of that
I urge you to research in the internet, I did that on my own and it was written somewhere that chalkboard Madam
Speaker is no-toxic. That means it does not pose any threat when ingested but I am not quite sure about the eyes. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank you very much Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, I hear
you, you are saying we encourage people to use other means other than the chalkboard. Are you aware that all those
things like the interactive board and others, even hand-outs are not available in some of these schools? Not even
photocopying machines are not there in some of those schools whereby those things can be used?
MR GOYA: I thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member. I am aware that some resources are not
available in some schools, but in my response Madam Speaker I have come up with resources that can be used in
the schools. Like I stated that there is child centred learning, which is the type that does not need the student or the
teachers to be there all the time. Those are some of the things which can be tried in schools, however we still have
shortage of resources and it does not mean we are deliberately overlooking them but if we do have funds we try to
take resources to our schools Madam Speaker. Thank you.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Minister I asked a question that were they waiting for the side effects to show
before they can take action? Secondly is he aware that there is a village called Moshana in the Ngwaketse District
whereby people who used asbestos the symptoms showed long after asbestos mines closed down. Is the government
not taking any action to prevent repetition of such an occurrence? She should assist her people more especially the
teachers; the builders of the nation.
MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you my colleague. I once read about the report the Honourable
Member is talking about the Moshana village that there was such an occurrence. I think he is talking about two
totally different things, asbestos is not a chalkboard. However in light of my colleague’s question, we will also take
it upon ourselves to test for any side effects. I explained earlier on is that we have not recorded any recorded cases
of respiratory disease directly attributed to chalk dust inhalation at the school. Thank you my colleague.
NUMBER OF SUICIDES CASES COMMITTED DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 2005 TO DATE
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security to state:(i) the number of suicide cases committed during the period of January 2005 to date;
(ii) the number of documented attempted suicides during the above mentioned period;
(iii) if his Ministry has a dedicated 24 hour suicide prevention toll free number, and if not what plans are in place
to ensure the service is in place and Batswana know how to access the service; and
(iv) if the operators who answer the emergency numbers 999, 998, 997, 996 are trained and experienced to react to
a suicidal caller; if not, what plans are in place to capacitate them.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank You Madam Speaker. The
number of suicide and attempted suicide incidents committed between the period 2005 to date is as indicated in the
table below:
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Year

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Total

Suicides

197

292

313

325

324

338

310

333

331

271

267

3030

7

7

12

24

27

14

32

45

39

46

260

Attempted 7
Suicides

Madam Speaker, the Botswana Police Service has no dedicated 24 hours suicide prevention toll free numbers.
However, the Botswana Police Service has a 24 hour toll free and 999 emergency numbers which are dedicated to
deal with all forms of emergencies.
Police operators who are assigned to answer emergency number 999 are fully trained in emergency call handling. I
thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR MZWINILA: Supplementary. Thank you Honourable Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. My
supplementary is, given that thousands of people are committing suicide, do you not think is time that maybe
instead of just training them in emergency response, they are trained in suicide emergency response and the nation
is informed where to call in the event of them wanting to take their own lives? Thank you.
MR KGATHI: Any brilliant idea like that one is welcome and I think it will enrich our thinking and our reaction
to all these activities.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of procedure. There is Question 1 for Honourable Salakae which I am standing for
him.
MADAM SPEAKER: You are very right Honourable Nkaigwa.
PLANS TO EXPAND THE LANDFILL IN GHANZI TOWNSHIP
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural Development:(i) whether there are any plans to expand the landfill in Ghanzi Township; if so,
(ii) when and how much is the budget.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MS
TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, currently there are no plans to expand the Landfill
in Ghanzi Township. However, a proposal has been made in the DDP8 and NDP11 for expansion of the landfill. This
proposal will be considered together with other competing projects across the country. The total estimated cost for
the expansion is P10 million and this estimate may change after design. Thank you Madam Speaker.
SHORTAGE OF FURNITURE AT NALEDI SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH): asked the Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) whether she is aware of the shortage of furniture at Naledi Senior Secondary School for the staff room, staff
workrooms, dining hall, offices and that currently the furniture in use is too old; and
(ii) if there are any plans to replace the furniture; if so, when.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker.
i. Madam Speaker, I am aware that there are shortages of furniture at Naledi Senior Secondary School for the
staff room, staff workrooms, dining hall and offices and that the current furniture is too old.
ii. The School Head has been advised to submit a request for furniture and the school will then be assisted
accordingly.
I thank you.
UPDATE ON CASES REPORTED TO DIRECTORATE ON CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC CRIME
(DCEC) BY SOUTH EAST DISTRICT COUNCIL
MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
to update this Honourable House on the following cases reported to the Directorate on Corruption and Economic
Crime (DCEC) by the South East District Council (SEDC):Hansard No 181
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(i) fire engine repair case; and
(ii) paying for undelivered services by some senior
staff of SEDC.
Later Date.
PLANS TO ASSIST NALEDI SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL WITH A PROPER COLD
STORAGE
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE
SOUTH): asked the Minister of Education and Skills
Development:(i) whether she is aware of the malfunctioning cold
storage at Naledi Senior Secondary School;
(ii) what plans are there to assist the school with
proper storage of perishables and bulk food; and
(iii) whether the Minister will consider outsourcing the
repair of the cold storage to private companies.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA):
i. Madam Speaker, I am aware that the cool storage
facility at Naledi Senior Secondary School is
malfunctioning.
ii. The school has three (3) large deep freezers which
are being used for storage of perishable and bulk
food.
iii. Madam Speaker, as I reported to this Honourable
House a few days ago in response to a question
from the same Honourable Member, I am aware
that the mechanical works at Naledi Senior
Secondary School are yet to be undertaken by the
Department of Electrical and Mechanical Services
who are still sourcing funds to undertake the
repairs.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
DELAY IN BUILDING THE PLANNED SECOND
JUNIOR SECODARY SCHOOL IN GHANZI
TOWNSHIP
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Education and Skills Development
to state:(i) the date on which the long planned second junior
secondary school will be built in Ghanzi Township;
(ii) the cause of delay;
(iii) the amount budgeted for this project; and
(iv) whether the land has been identified and secured
for this project.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
once more Madam Speaker.
i. Madam Speaker, I am aware that there is an urgent
need to assist Ghanzi Township with a second
Junior Secondary School to relieve Itekeng Junior
Secondary School. This was planned under NDP
9.
ii. The delay in starting has been due to limited funds
and National priorities which have seen five (5)
new Senior Secondary Schools, two (2) Junior
Secondary Schools and two (2) Unified Schools
developed.
iii. Madam Speaker, the school has been provisionally
budgeted for under the impending National
Development Plan (NDP) 11 at BWP 200 million.
iv. Indeed my Ministry has identified the site for the
new school and we hope that funds are availed
in NDP 11 so that works can commence on the
construction of the school.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
PLANS TO BUILD A CLINIC AT MERITING
WARD IN GHANZI TOWNSHIP
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Health whether there are any plans
to build a clinic at Meriting Ward in Ghanzi Township;
if so, when and how much is the budget.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker and good
afternoon. My Ministry has no plans to build a clinic at
Meriting ward in Ghanzi Township.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I just wanted the Minister to tell us what is so
difficult because the Economic Stimulus Package (ESP)
is almost here?
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, to construct a clinic
we look at various factors that include the population,
size and also availability of resources. Due to those
various reasons we found no need now to construct that
clinic at Meriting ward.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR ARONE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister just for appreciation
purposes; we know we have a primary hospital in
Ghanzi, are there any clinics in the Ghanzi Township?
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker. The
health facilities in and around Ghanzi Township include
the primary hospital and also Ghanzi clinic, Morama
clinic and then there is Bosele SHHA health post.

Tuesday 1st December, 2015

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion (Resumed Debate)

I thank you Madam Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: Oh, what I shame. I really feel
pity, do you know that? We have heard you, okay? We
have heard you, please sit down. Can we proceed with
what we were doing?

CONSTRUCTION OF SPORTS GROUND AT
NALEDI SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE
SOUTH): asked the Minister of Education and Skills
Development:(i) whether she is aware that there are no sport
grounds at Naledi Senior Secondary School; and
(ii) whether she will assist the school with sourcing
funds to construct the sports ground on an area
earmarked for the same within the school.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker,
(i) I am aware that there are no sports grounds at
Naledi Senior Secondary School. The school play
sports on municipal grounds outside but adjacent
to the school.
(ii) The school has a small area within the site
earmarked for sports which is rocky and in need of
development. My Ministry will assist the school
next financial year to assess whether the site is
suitable to be developed into a dedicated sports
field for a school of that size.
I thank you Madam Speaker.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following paper was tabled:
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BUILDING
REGULATIONS BOARD (AMENDMENT)
ORDER, 2015
(Minister of Infrastructure, Science and Technology)

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S
SPEECH
Motion
(Resumed Debate)
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I was rising on a point of order based
on some issues which really worry me regarding our
procedures in Parliament. I am a true believer in running
things democratically and consultatively, in any party;
I really do believe in that. I do not think it is fair to
sit and discuss questions and Motions when Tlokweng
residents are having no water for 31 days, and we come
to Parliament every day, for what? Madam Speaker, the
issue in Mmopane and Mogoditshane does not allow
this House to be sitting as it is today.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, point of order
Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, you are
out of order.
MR MOSWAANE: I am saying point of order Madam.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you are out of order.
MR MOSWAANE: I am not out of order, I am talking
about water. People in Tlokweng are asking for toilets
in Gaborone Sun, all the way from Tlokweng and you
say I am out of order, is that okay with you? People in
Kumakwane are asking for water in Gaborone, is that
okay with you? People from Mmopane are asking for
water from you, is that okay with you? And we sit, get
the allowance every day. Why do we not donate out
water today, and deny ourselves and take it to where it
is supposed to go? Houses smell in Tlokweng, no water
supply for 31 days. This House…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, I am
now standing.
MR MOSWAANE: Yes Madam, provide water
in Tlokweng. Help me with this issue because this
Parliament here is the only hope for Batswana. There
is no water and I am not prepared to sit down and today
you can do whatever you do. I can even cross the floor
if you do not mind.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes cross oh!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Cross the floor please! Look,
sit down and let me tell you something. Honourable
Moswaane if you have something which is bothering
you, as I can clearly see that you are troubled, there is
procedure in this Parliament. You always hear about
Motion without notice or question without notice. You
can bring them; you do not just rise and talk the way you
are talking. What is wrong with you?
MR MOSWANE: Madam, I filed a Motion of urgency
last week.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please wait.
MR MOSWAANE: I filed the Motion and I have to be
praying false idols every day, for what?
MADAM SPEAKER: Oh what a shame! All I can say
is oh what a shame!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Domkrag is manifesting.
MR KHAN: On a point of order. Madam Speaker, I am
also getting a bit worried, because if I heard Honourable
Hansard No 181
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Moswaane clearly in his last statement, he said he did
file for an urgent Motion last week for that matter, to
discuss this matter. I think you should hear him as a
matter of…

we are worried as the opposition because it looks like
Parliament is not being run properly. Let us listen to this
issue Madam Speaker, because it is the same one that
caused you to have Honourable Butale thrown out.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Urgency.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, you are
out of order.

MR KHAN: She is still talking, now who am I going
to address?
MADAM SPEAKER: Look, Honourable Khan, I have
not seen such a Motion, are we clear? And that point you
have risen on is not a point of order.
MR KHAN: That is why I was saying you have not
explained to this House Madam Speaker. if you look at
the Hansard right now, and ask them to read it out…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I did not see it.
MR KHAN: No, please wait Madam Speaker; allow
me to speak when I am on the floor. You want us to
respect you right? Please respect me as well Madam
Speaker because I respect you. I was saying allow me
to conclude my statement Madam Speaker. What I am
saying with greatest respect is that you should advise
this House that, “Honourable Moswaane, we have not
seen your urgent motion that you had filed.” Now we are
just here in this House not knowing…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KHAN: That is why I stood on a point of order so
that you correct that by telling us what happened. You
did not give us any explanation.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, but I have already explained
that such a Motion has not reached me.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order. With
due respect Madam Speaker, Honourable Khan was
talking to you, we could not even get a word, because
some people in that particular corner are having their
own Parliament there. I do not think this is in order.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of procedure.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmuring)…
MR
LOTLAMORENG
II
(GOODHOPEMABULE): Thank you Madam Speaker. I am beginning
to have fear…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmuring)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Listen to the Honourable
Member debate.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Listen to Kgosi.
MR LOTLAMORENG II: I would be crossing the
floor Madam Speaker but if the same people I want to
cross to are the ones doing this then it scares me. Madam
Speaker, I will try to be brief because I can see that most
Members still want to have a say on this issue and I
suspect that we do not have much time left.
I should begin by thanking the Goodhope-Mabule voters
who sent me to this House and I believe that they will
continue to do that in future because of the ability they
have seen in me that I can represent them in this House.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause)…
MR LOTLAMORENG II: Madam Speaker, I should
take time to thank all those Honourable Members who
welcomed me including you Madam Speaker. I thank
you Honourable Members with the hope and belief that
we shall exist together in the same unity. I would like to
welcome Honourable Eric Molale who found me in this
House after the elections.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: But we cannot hear
what is being said, they should go outside. This is unparliamentary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I think
that you have made you point and so you can return to
your seats.
MR NTLHAILE: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, we are concerned
because Honourable Moswaane is bringing an
important issue that we feel should be given attention
by Parliament. This is the same issue that caused for the
Speakership to instruct Honourable Butale to be thrown
outside Parliament. I am therefore trying to show that
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause)…
MR LOTLAMORENG II: Madam Speaker, I would
like to apologies for what happened when the House
began today and get on to talk about the area I represent
being Goodhope-Mabule.
I would like to talk about the Health issues in the
Goodhope-Mabule constituency. We have the Goodhope
Primary Hospital and I would like to implore the
Honourable Minister to take time to visit the hospital
to see how it is. Madam Speaker, this hospital has no
wards that can accommodate the ill. We have only one
ward in that hospital and it accommodates men, women
and children. This is why I am appealing to the Ministry
to take time to visit the hospital. Madam Speaker there
is a shortage of water in that hospital and the patients
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need water to bath and use it for other things that we
use water for. The other time during my visits I found
each patient sleeping next to a 20 liters pail of water.
It meant that the families had to ensure that they bring
water for the patients. That the problem we have at our
hospital. Madam Speaker, yesterday the whole country
stood in unison to celebrate the HIV/AIDS day. Madam
Speaker let us take time to remember all those who are
affected or infected by this disease and pray for them.
Madam Speaker, it would not be proper for me not to
take the opportunity on behalf of the Goodhope-Mabule
constituency, to send a message of condolences to the
Ministry of Education, the parents and the Matsha
Senior Secondary School regarding the tragedy that
befell them. We extend our condolences to the school,
parents and the Ministry of Education on what happened
at Matsha Secondary School.
Madam Speaker, let me take this time to talk about the
needs of Tribal Administration. I want to believe that the
Minister responsible for this department will agree with
me that they are aware of its challenges. Madam Speaker,
I suspect and believe that Tribal Administration is the
oldest department. Madam Speaker, it is embarrassing
how this department is handled and its current state as
well.
Lack of official vehicles and office space for the workers
in this department is not pleasing at all. I request the
Minister or government to build conducive and modern
offices to accommodate and welcome people as most
ceremonies are held at Dikgotla.
Madam Speaker, moving on now to the Ministry of
Education; we have Goodhope Senior Secondary
School. Although we are supposed to be grateful and
happy for the developments coming to our area, that
school has brought us unspeakable misery. I do not know
what is wrong with Goodhope Senior Secondary School
students Madam Speaker. Their behaviour is bad. Other
than their behaviour, I would like to request the Minister
of Education to take time and visit that school. I know
that Honourable Goya has already been there as he was
only prompted by students’ behaviour. Madam Speaker,
this behaviour is not changing and I want us to monitor
that school intently.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MADAM SPEAKER: Someone is asking for
elucidation Kgosi, that is, if you are yielding.
DR P. BUTALE: Elucidation. Kgosi, you are handling
your debate quite well, I was saying, do not forget the
harrowing water situation we saw when I was with you,
where children were lining up for water with containers
during the time they were supposed to be in class.
MR LOTLAMORENG II: Madam Speaker, the water
situation in our area and all departments is very sad. The
most painful thing is that the population of students in
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that school is more than two thousand five hundred. It
is a painful situation because the students are boarders
and like I said, I would like to request the Minister of
Education to take time to go and appreciate the situation
that the school is in.
Not Goodhope Senior only Madam Speaker, we have
villages in our constituency where children still walk
long distances to schools in nearby villages. Children
can walk approximately more than ten kilometres to
go to primary schools in other villages. My request
is, economic status permitting, let us find out if we
cannot build two teacher classrooms in those villages
to avoid having children walk long distances. If at least
they could not be walking such a distance when they
are doing standard one and standard two, it could help
because they are still at a tender age Madam Speaker.
Our area when it gets colder, it becomes even colder. It
is very painful for children to walk barefooted to school
during cold days and rainy seasons. It could be much
better if we can think of something in case of these small
ones.
Madam Speaker, the roads in my area are in need of
repair. There is a road from Kgoro, which could be
shorter going to Lobatse, if it had been constructed
properly. Right now there is a contract company which
is busy extending the road from Pilane, which we do
not know how important was it to extend it because the
traffic in that road is not much. We want to believe that
we could have constructed a road which will benefit us
instead of developing Pitsane-Metlojane, MetlojanePhitshane Molopo road.
Madam Speaker, any of our complaints could be silenced
by the construction of some roads in our area, like the
road which passes through Kgoro up to Digawana.
Madam Speaker, the construction of that road stopped
at Gathwane and we wondered why? I am not being
tribalistic Madam Speaker. I am only puzzled that of
course Gathwane falls under Ngwaketse, they are also
in need of a road but that road must cover most areas of
my constituency.
Madam Speaker, still on that, we have more than seven
junior secondary schools in our constituency which do
not have boarding facilities yet they get students from
far villages. As such we end up finding accommodation
for these students to keep them safe. Madam speaker,
like I already said, it is time for Bogosi to be uplifted.
The reason why Dikgosi end up leaving their posts and
join other ventures is because of the poor conditions of
service.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of clarification Madam Speaker. Thank you very
much Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable colleague
for yielding. I want to know if you are telling this House
that you came to this House due to poor conditions of
service and lack of resources.
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MR LOTLAMORENG II: Thank you Madam
Speaker. I am not talking about myself, I am saying that
the reason why Dikgosi leave their posts, is because of
the poor conditions of service. I am not the only Kgosi
who has left my post as Kgosi, Madam Speaker, and
Kgosikgolo for Bangwato left his post, another Kgosi
left his post as well. Kgosikgolo Bathoeng once left his
post as well Madam Speaker and joined a different entity
from Bogosi. Just recently, Kgosi was installed but he
never resumed his duties as Kgosi. If only Bogosi was
taken serious then Dikgosi would be in their Dikgotla
and not leave for anything.
Madam Speaker, we have Good hope sub district which
we have long requested for it to be upgraded into being
a fully-fledged district. Madam Speaker, speaking of
Dikgosi, when one compares the offices that Dikgosi
inhabit to other departments, it is a sad case scenario,
and there is a huge difference, even though Bogosi is the
first establishment under the Constitution of Botswana.
We always go around telling people how we love and
respect Bogosi, telling the people who are not informed.
Let me urge us to all talk and act on what we are saying,
let is not talk alone and actions do not show that indeed
Dikgosi are respected. Let it not be, “we are where we
are because of Bogosi” while actually those are empty
words, but actually that is the truth.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of clarification Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgosi, you could
yield for that clarification or not but since the one
seeking clarification is the Minister responsible to the
department you are addressing issues on you can.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, the clarification on the issue that the
Honourable Member for Borolong is discussing, the issue
of enhancing Bogosi, is an issue that we are addressing.
But the way he is addressing it, it seems as if nothing
is being done. I am sure he is very much aware that a
lot is being done to enhance Bogosi, including turning
Bogosi into benefits in terms of getting remuneration,
which in the past some were not even getting anything,
especially Headmen of Arbitration who were sacrificing
and getting not even an allowance. Today we are talking
of hundreds of headmen of arbitration who are getting
an allowance. We understand Kgosi some of the things
are still not yet there. I thank you.
MR LOTLAMORENG II: Thank you Madam
Speaker. I also thank the Honourable Minister for
acknowledging that something needs to be done in
order to enhance Bogosi. We are not only talking about
issues of remuneration only, we are talking of the entire
conditions of service, their working environment, and
when we compare the offices with those of councils and
land boards, it is not even comparable. If the Minister is
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saying that they are in the process of addressing these
issues, that is a welcome move, and I thank him for that.
Madam Speaker, I wanted to talk about the sub- district
that we long requested for its upgrading into being a
fully- fledged district. Madam Speaker, when we talk
of upgrading this sub district, people bring in issues
of tribalism in it. We once had a meeting with the then
Ministers of Local government and Rural Development,
Honourable Mokalake, and Assistant Minister
Honourable Rammidi, together with Ngwaketse
Kgosikgolo regarding this issue. We once raised this in a
Kgotla meeting held by His Excellency the President of
the Republic and he promised to consider upgrading the
sub district. Madam Speaker, a resolution at Southern
District Council was taken that the sub-district in
Goodhope should be upgraded, I do not know what
happened. Madam Speaker be reminded that in that subdistrict we have Bogosi, Rolong Landboard, District
Commissioner and Council Secretary. Those are the
only people that we need there.
Madam Speaker, farming in that area has gone down,
eventhough there is shortage of rain, still things are
not as they used to be. Ever since 1990/1991 when the
National Development Bank repossessed the truckers
of Barolong farmers, farming in that area changed.
From there the Israelites were called to come and train
Barolong farmers. This is one of the things that we are
saying bring back farming to Borolong.
Madam Speaker, water in that area is a problem however
we still have the boreholes that were used in the past
when the Council sourced water for the people. That
time we never ran short of water, we therefore request
that Water Utilities should use those boreholes just like
the Council was doing. We have schools, hospital and
other government facilities that need water.
Madam Speaker in conclusion, we have institutions
that we request the government to give us permission
to call them with the names that are important to us. I
am saying this because already in Botswana we have
names like Sir Seretse Khama Airport, Princess Marina
Hospital, Sejelo Police Station in Kanye and Scottish
Livingstone and maybe those names mean something to
the people in those areas.
Not like today where we have Goodhope Primary
Hospital, Goodhope Senior Secondary School only. We
have Moremi…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR LOTLAMORENG II: We thank you Madam
Speaker. We ask for permission to use preferred names
for our facilities. I thank you.
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure. Thank you very much
Madam Speaker. My intention was to keep quite but I am
concerned about the procedure in this House whereby
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some Honourable Members seem to believe that they
can operate outside the procedures of this House. We
were in this House in winter when we followed the
procedure of bringing an urgent motion to Parliament
and the Honourable Member who is today throwing
tantrums was amongst those who threw the motion out
yet he comes back without following procedure and
wants to disrupt the work of the House. I complained
last week when Honourable Molatlhegi was sitting on
that chair that, the same Honourable Member, when
other Honourable Members are talking, he puts his
microphone on; he speaks on the microphone when he
is sitting down. I think this is now getting out of hand.
This House is being turned into a mockery and I think
you need to nip this in the bud before it gets out of hand.
I thank you.

and listening to you, they are wondering if that is the
person we voted to represent us. So those of you who
act in this manner kindly respect this House and respect
yourselves. Perhaps we will address this tomorrow at
the General Assembly because if one forgets that he is in
an august House and act like he is in a freedom square,
freedom square! Some things are embarrassing, I am
so embarrassed. I was a Member of Parliament for 15
years; I have never seen such kind of behaviour. Those
15 years; I have never seen this.

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Butale.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Madam Speaker after those words of
wisdom. Madam Speaker, I just wanted to start. Can
Honourable Members bear with me. I am not the one
who caused havoc here Honourable Members. Can you
bear with me so that I can make my contribution. I beg
you.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you for the procedure
Honourable Butale. Madam Speaker...
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of Order Madam Speaker.
I agree with the decision that you have taken of being
silent because last time when we were in this House,
we took 10 minutes watching Honourable Nthaile
performing bioskop, circus attacking Honourable
Molatlhegi. I am therefore saying it will be discussed
somewhere else, where we are going tomorrow because
if you can respond this House will go out of order.
Honourable Members it is not that the opposition
members are the only ones who are affected. We were
hurt to see somebody attacking the Speaker of the
National Assembly for 10 minutes or more than that.
So we are saying it will be discussed at the All Party
Caucus tomorrow. We may as well stop if we are going
to start pointing fingers.
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable
Tshireletso and thank you all of you. Honourable
Members respect yourselves…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Murmurs)...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, now listen to what you
are saying and you are saying you are a priest, you are
saying tell that to that old woman. You are a disgrace, to
tell the truth you are…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait I am still talking.
Honourable Members, now you are painting even
those who respect this Parliament. Those who say
“Our Parliament our pride” knowing what they are
saying. I can count them this side and that side, those
who respect themselves. Your voters are watching

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: …(Laughs!)… And Nkaigwa.
Proceed Honourable Father.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, I am
warning you for the last time now. I will send you out.
It is a warning in accordance with Standing Order. I am
warning you. Proceed Honourable Member.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, I just wanted to also make my modest
contribution to His Excellency’s State of the Nation
Address which he delivered; a very comprehensive, a
very informative address indeed.
Madam Speaker, I wish first to extend my magnanimity
by welcoming Honourable Member for Barolong Kgosi
Lotlamoreng II and also welcome the Honourable
Member whom we voted for, Honourable Molale.
Having said that I must take this opportunity to first and
foremost thank God for having given us the wisdom, the
power and the creation, so that today we stand here and
deliberate on issues that will see our nation going a long
way. But before I proceed with that let me thank His
Excellency the President of the Republic of Botswana;
His Excellency the President of Botswana Lieutenant
General Dr Seretse Khama Ian Khama as he has been
conferred by a renowned university as other Members
have stated. We congratulate him for that recognition.
It is really in line and this is done even for Batswana.
As you traverse our country you will also hear a lot
of Batswana talking about how his leadership has
transformed and changed a lot of lives out there. So let
me congratulate him.
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Madam Speaker, now turning to the State of the Nation
Address, I wish to make it clear from the beginning as
you rightly complained a few minutes ago about the
behaviour of some of our Members here. It is indeed
disappointing that people made in the image of God,
not only in the image of God but also in the likeness of
God, sometimes do things which are not very consistent
with the very creator who made us in his image.
Madam Speaker, as we are made in the image of God
we must know that yes of course there are fallen human
beings as a result of sin, the first person who sinned.
Nevertheless we must endeavour having been assisted
and helped; Jesus having come here to really bring us
back to the character and characteristic of God. We must
be seen behaving according to nature.
Some of the things that we need to guard against as
fallen human beings are inconsistency, unpredictability,
unfaithfulness, compromise, unjustness, prejudice,
untrustworthiness and domination. These are things
Madam Speaker that we need to guard against and
ensure that we really give semblance of the creator who
created us in his own image and likeness. So, in that I
should just give a little warning that as we do some of
the things, as we will be doing we must be very sure that
we are not doing what we are supposed to do or we are
not behaving in a way that we are supposed to behave.
Madam Speaker, having said that, we have been
elected, across the political divide to come here today
and represent the aspirations of our people but more
importantly we have been elected on the basis of
trust and promises that we have made. We have made
promises to the electorates, that is why they trusted and
voted for us and if we have made promises …
MR NTLHAILE: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker let me remind you
that yesterday before Parliament adjourned there was a
pending issue here …
MADAM SPEAKER: Can you take your seat, you are
out of order. There was indeed an issue here when you
claimed that three people died because of starvation in
our country. I told you to bring evidence to my office,
not here. This is not the time. So, if you have it, bring
it to my office, I have made a ruling. Honourable
Tsogwane proceed.
MR TSOGWANE: I thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, I was just about to say yes we have
been voted by our electorates on the basis of trust but
more importantly on the basis of the promises that we
have made. We have made promises and all of us here
know that once you have made a promise you must keep
it. Although we know in some circumstances people do
make promises particularly in marriage and then in a
few days those promises are not kept but that is unfallen
human beings. So we need to keep our promises. I am
going to talk about promises Madam Speaker because
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this is what the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
Government stands for. We have made promises to our
electorates and the promises we have made, we are going
to execute through our President, Honourable Members
of Parliament, Councillors and the civil service or public
officers. I must assure you Madam Speaker, that we as
a government have always kept our promises. That is
why we never promise people things that we know are
very difficult to achieve. We never promise people only
for that moment so that we should be voted, at the end
of the day knowing very well we are not able to keep
those promises.
Madam Speaker, we have kept our promises through
our State of the Nation Address by His Excellency, who
is always reminding Batswana about this economy,
reminding Batswana about…
MR DAVIDS: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I just wanted to find out from the Minister, did
you say you have been keeping your promises as the
BDP Government? Where are the National Development
Plans that you promised this nation and they are not
even working right now? Those are your promises; the
national plans were promises that were made by the
BDP Government. On top of that, you people have long
promised some 30 years ago that you will construct the
road to Sikwane, up until now nothing has been done.
MR TSOGWANE: You are right, we make promises
and we execute them through the National Development
Plans, if you may mind to listen. We do make promises
and we keep them, where we do not achieve what we
had promised; we always go back to our people and
explain and give reasons. I know Honourable Davids
when you were there that time, you agreed with the
promises and you have explained, before you crossed
the floor. You explained to those people why that road
was not constructed. They will be amazed today if you
go to them and give a different explanation because you
explained before. So our promises Madam Speaker,
we have kept and I am saying that without any fear or
favour. The State of the Nation Address is one of those
things that we always update our electorates on the
promises that we have made. The Budget Speech is one
of those processes by which we update our people on the
promises that we have made. The enactment of laws and
reviewing of some of the laws are one of those processes
by which we keep our promises. The formulation of
policies and programmes is one of those processes
through which we have kept our promises. And when
I say this, everybody is aware of the programmes I am
talking about. The major and the main promises that we
have made are national security and social stability.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Member. Was it not one of the promises that we kept
in the BDP that, we would device, execute and provide
access to every citizen, empowerment schemes and
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programmes, and that is why so many members even of
the Opposition have benefited so handsomely from the
promises of the BDP?
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Your Honour for that
elucidation. Really if we were to sit here, if it was not
because we are discussing an important matter here,
we would just discuss some of the promises that were
made. I know those people who sometimes get agitated
when we keep our promises. That is why they were
agitated when we came up with ESP, because they knew
that BDP as we know it is now keeping its promises.
So they were agitated, they do not want us to keep the
promises. They want us to always listen to them. Yes,
we do listen and we are open to constructive criticism,
because we know as you are the Opposition, you have
also made promises. Some of the promises that you have
made, you have copied them from us as usual, are in line
with our promises and it is disappointing that when we
execute those promises, you now start criticising them.
I am worried about this behaviour. When you come
here, you have made promises and we were competing.
You wanted to be voted because you promised people
schools, classrooms, good health and social protection,
but when we execute as a government, you start
criticising those promises. What hypocrisy! I think
people, you must sit down and now try to think about it,
give it a thorough thought, you cannot make promises
when other people keep the same promises, so that you
are elected. You are not elected here on the promise that
you are going to be Opposition, you were elected here
on the promise that you are going to form government,
and as you form a government, you are going to execute
certain programmes and policies that you promised your
people. When we execute those promises as I have said
because they are copycats, your promises are copycats
of what we have promised people, when we execute
that, you start criticising.
MR KHAN: Elucidation. Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Minister, let me elucidate on the type of
promises you make and want to keep. When I ask you
a simple question as a Minister, you want us to work
together in Parliament, talking in your capacity as
Father of the House, you are telling us that we are here
because people out there have voted for us to be part of
government; but when I ask you about the procedure of
selecting specially elected members of Council, why the
procedure seems to be favouring the BDP (Domkrag),
your response is that, you as the BDP are ruling, hence
you are adding your members in the system. You said
that to me, not looking at quality and capable people
who can run our country and do things for the people of
this country. Now you are standing here and saying the
very same things, you are continuing to use palatable
words, sweet words whereas in your heart you are not
sincere to this country.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Honourable Khan. I
did not promise that I am going to bring in people into
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Councils who have been rejected by the people. You
know you are the one who criticises that system, why
do you not keep your promise that you are critical to that
system? How can you come here and cry foul that you
are not being elected as specially elected?
Madam Speaker, let me proceed, in any case they
understand that we are people who keep the promises
and we will continue to keep them. What worries me
even more is the way we are being criticised, the way
our President, our government is hated. Things that
are happening today can be described by the word
‘hatred,’ nothing else but hatred. You find people
coming here Madam Speaker, hating a man for being
recognised internationally for the contribution that he
has made, it is really worrisome. Our President who
has been recognised, Dr Khama, is just being hated for
that and you can feel the hatred from the Leader of the
Opposition and some of the Honourable Members on
his side. Madam Speaker, we are just being hated for
the good things that we are making as a government and
this is worrisome.
Madam Speaker, let me continue and address what is
now known as Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP).
ESP is one of our programmes. ESP is not anything
different. ESP is an acceleration of the promises that we
have made. Since the economy looks much better, we
can deliver on some of the promises that we have made;
some of the programmes that had been delayed and
some of the projects that were in our previous National
Development Plans (NDPs) which were shelved because
of the financial position. We are now bringing them on
board and we are being criticised for doing that. We are
being hated for bringing ESP. You wonder what type of
criticism is that. That definitely cannot be constructive
criticism.
We want to grow the economy through the ESP Madam
Speaker. We want to create more jobs through ESP than
before. We want to diversify our economy through ESP.
That is what motivated ESP.
Madam Speaker, now focusing on our Honourable
Ministers and their Ministries; we are looking forward
to NDP 11. We hope that some of our projects will be
accommodated by the oncoming NDP11 and we hope
that by next year we will be talking about the projects
which are in that Plan.
We are an agricultural area in Boteti. We cultivate crops
and our people depend on livestock. We hope that the
programmes will be in place to facilitate that. We hope
that the markets will also improve. We are talking about
Botswana Agricultural Marketing Board (BAMB)
which we think should be revived or even be expanded
in our area. We hope we will have service centres which
will allow our people to get equipment closer to them.
These are some of the programmes that can facilitate
our people in my region.
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My area is between two national parks; Makgadikgadi
National Park and Central Kalahari Game Reserve
(CKGR). We hope and wish that our people can benefit
more from those parks and tourism can also be enhanced
in the area.
To sum it up Madam Speaker, I wish and hope that
Boteti can be considered as a hub for bio-diversity
because of the nature of the environment. As I have said,
we depend mainly on natural resources. So, there is a
river which although it sometimes goes dry, for many
years it has been flowing recently. These are some of
the things that could help to improve the lives of the
people of Boteti which I hope as we are going forward
with our NDP, we will be looking into.
In my area, I do have settlements. This is one of the
promises that the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
will always keep, that people must come together, then
they will benefit from the developments, access help
facilities and social services. We do have settlements
such as Remote Area Dwellers (RADs). So, there
is a package which is always extended to such small
settlements as compared to large settlements. This has
been a good system because it has always helped and
assisted our marginalised groups. I hope we can also
extend that to infrastructure development such as tarred
roads to those small settlements. We have a settlement
called Xere and Kedia. So, I hope that we can have a
tarred road in NDP 11 that connects Mokoboxane, Kedia
and Xhumo to cater for these small settlements and also
a very critical and important road that connects Motopi
and Makalamabedi. Makalamabedi today looks like
the most remote area because of lack of that particular
road that connects them. In that same note, they are not
benefiting from the public transport. It is my hope and
wish that NDP 11 can take these into consideration. That
project can also be made one component with a bridge
at Moremaoto. Because of the flowing Boteti River, the
people of Moremaoto travel long distance to Motopi if
they are to go to Francistown. So, they need a bridge
at Moremaoto and an access road to the Francistown/
Maun road. These are some of the projects that we hope
can also be accommodated by NDP 11.
Rakops CJSS has been put on trial for a system that the
Ministry of Education and Skills Development wants to
try in order to accommodate more students in a school.
It has been tried and has shown that indeed there is a
lot of potential for Rakops CJSS to be expanded to a
Unified Junior Secondary School. This could help a lot
and reduce the practice of our students being admitted
at far places like Ghanzi. So, I hope the Rakops CJSS
can also be accommodated as Unified Junior Secondary
School. That would help a lot Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, these are some of the suggestions that I would
put forward for the Ministers to look into.
Another important suggestion is that, we have an
Agricultural Infrastructure Development Policy which
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due to financial constraints and farmers not forthcoming,
has not been implemented; 1991 Agricultural Policy.
I would like to inform the Honourable Minister of
Agriculture that they do not have to construct the
entire roads to the farming areas. There are spots which
sometimes are very bad which they can patch and enable
people to use the roads.
We have productive areas like Kaka and Sandveldt
where farmers own a lot of cattle. If we can have certain
spots to be improved, that can help a lot.
I talked about the service centre. We require a road to
Makalamabedi/Motopi.
Another burning issue is the old, small primary hospital
which we think the Minister of Health will take into
consideration moving forward to try to expand it
particularly that we are in Malaria area. When it is
Malaria season, a lot of people do not have beds in the
hospital. So, if he can increase and expand the Rakops
Primary Hospital that can help a lot of people in that
area.
As we talked about hard times in the past; the economic
downturn, we were also affected in my area. There
was a proposal by then to have a technical college in
Moremaoto. That technical college could not take off
because of the financial constraints. I am saying, as we
are approaching National Development Plan 11, we
must also consider if it is possible to have that technical
college constructed. It could help at Moremaoto. It was
earmarked for that small village and all the villages
have agreed that we can have a technical college in that
area. Moremaoto has a very old one roomed mobile
stop structure which has been turned into a health post.
That mobile stop’s structure needs to be improved.
If the Honourable Minister could also take that into
consideration, and I hope he is listening despite the
bilateral I have with the other Honourable Minister. If
we can have Moremaoto Health Post considered for a
polyclinic; that could help in Moremaoto.
Madam Speaker, as I continue with my deliberation, I
have indicated that as a government we have promised
social stability. In that social stability, we know we have
social protection programmes that we have as Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) Government. Indeed we
continue to assist our people with that.
Last time Madam Speaker, I was taken aback when
Honourable Leader of the Opposition stood here
and started criticising us and doing so without being
considerate, and not even being constructive. One
of the things he said was that one of the Presidential
D’s of Dignity was not dignity but disaster. The whole
Opposition side was laughing and I wondered what
they were laughing at when a man is demonising the
programmes that are helping people.
Today as I speak Madam Speaker, I am talking of a
culture that has been introduced by His Excellency.
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He has introduced a culture of considering dignity for
other people and this is a culture he has appealed to
all Batswana. I must thank the private sector, and even
thank the public officers. Some of them had contributed
to His Excellency’s Presidential Housing Appeal. We all
know it. It is appearing daily on the Daily News with a
list of people who have contributed to this Presidential
Housing Appeal.
It is a culture that he started and Batswana are embracing
it. When a Leader of Opposition whom we thought is
taking himself seriously and always says they are a
government in waiting starts criticising the same policy,
it is not right. We have promised to send our students
overseas to learn and he is a testimony of that promise.
Now he comes here and says that is not dignity it is
disaster.
Madam Speaker, let me testify here on the basis of what
I have received. It is an invitation by the…
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): On a point of elucidation. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you my colleague. I think it is important
when you are actually talking about the Housing Appeal,
to also mention the fact that his target was that by the
end of this financial year, he would have built about 600
houses. So far we are just over 500, which means that
by March next year we should be able to reach the 600
target. Thank you.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you for that elucidation
Honourable Minister of Lands and Housing. Indeed you
are testifying that really you are Minister of Lands and
Housing.
Madam Speaker, I was just about to read a letter which
shows how Batswana are embracing this culture, and
how they have understood this terminology of dignity
which is one of the 5 Ds. It is from the Jwaneng
Assemblies of God, I hope the Honourable Member
knows that church in his constituency. It reads, “Request
to facilitate the Office of the Honourable Minister to
grace the handing over of a house to a needy family by
Jwaneng Assemblies of God. Please refer to the above
subject matter. Jwaneng Assemblies of God will on the
5th December 2015 hand over a house to a needy person
at Mokhomma in line with His Excellency the President
of the Republic of Botswana’s road map of promoting
dignity within the nation of Botswana. The ceremony
will be held at Mokhomma from 1000hrs.” So, someone
as a Member of Parliament says it is disaster.
A house is contributed to a needy person and he has
not even contributed a thebe or even one brick to that
house and he comes here and says that is disaster. It is
surprising and it is shocking. This was just a testimony.
I said earlier on that when we keep our promise, people
get agitated. When we keep our promise people call
them disaster. Madam Speaker, that was one example of
how we have achieved social stability and we continue
to achieve it.
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We talked about a promise for national security. When
we try to keep that promise by bringing in institutions
which can help and assist in national security, the
Opposition come here and cry foul. We introduced the
Directorate of Intelligence and Security (DIS) for the
purpose of the national security and people come here
and cry foul and start seeing lizard in the tea cup.
Madam Speaker, we are going to stand by our promises
and keep them. The Economic Stimulus Package (ESP)
is going to be one of those programmes that are going
to ensure that we keep our promises as a government.
We are going to deliver to all Batswana so that by 2019,
they could see the difference between the Opposition
they have elected this time around and the ruling party.
Madam Speaker, you said loud and clear that you have
been here for 15 years and you have never seen such
a disaster in Parliament, of people calling themselves
Honourable and coming here in terms of behaviour,
and they cannot even stand the test of time. I am sure
even the creator is so worried why he has created them
in his own image and his likeness, if they cannot bear
testimony to that.
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) promised to provide
quality education at little or no costs at all. Indeed,
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is one of the
beneficiaries of the promises of BDP by being freely
educated to the extent that he even could not assess his
self-image and really know where he comes from. We
will continue to keep our promise even beyond 2019
and I am sure people are now so disappointed to the
extent that … (interruptions)… because there is a trend
Madam Speaker that Batswana are always trying to test
the waters…
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Are we still
in Order? Maybe I am the only one who does not
understand, that the Honourable Member was not
imputing improper motives if he said that one member
does not know how to access his self-image, I do not
understand what he means and maybe if he could explain
then we can proceed. I think that if we could proceed
without the explanation, we would be out of order
because it appears he is imputing improper motives on
the President of tomorrow.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members,
I did not pick anything wrong in what the Honourable
Member said, he did not even mention any name and
therefore nothing compels me to order him to withdraw
anything.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. A
Chinese Writer once said, one should be mindful of
possible danger in times of peace, downfall in times
of survival and chaos in times of stability. So this has
eluded the Opposition. To them when we talk about
peace and its importance and the importance of national
security, they take things lightly. They do not know that
even if we are a peaceful nation today, tomorrow we
might be somewhere else.
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Sometimes you ask yourself Madam Speaker that, if all
Members of Parliament were the same as some of us
here, what type of Parliament this will be. If you just
pick 2 Members of Parliament and say, if others were
voted and had the same thinking and behaviour as some
of those, we will really be having chaos in this country.
Madam Speaker, the BDP will continue to keep its
promise and look after children abandoned by their
fathers and their mothers, because there are mothers
who do abandon their children. So we are going to keep
the promise to the extent that, Batswana will realise…
I was at a point when I was saying, this is not the first
time that Batswana were testing the waters. They did
that, they elected a large number of Opposition, but
the following election they realised that they made a
mistake and they reduced the number drastically and…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of elucidation. Thank you Honourable colleague
for yielding. You were talking of abandoned children by
their mothers, is it not that most of the statistics there
are of fathers, does he know any one of those, and do we
have such men in this Parliament?
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I am
not so sure to what extent that could be, Honourable
Minister but I know we are a very small society. We
know each other very well and examples can be given
in every institution or every corner. So the likelihood of
such possibility is there.
I wish to conclude my deliberation by extending my
sincere condolences to the families who lost their
children in an unfortunate accident of the Matsha Senior
Secondary School students and may their souls rest in
peace. Thank you.
MS BATHOBAKAE (TLOKWENG): Thank you
Madam Speaker for this opportunity to respond to the
State of the Nation Address. I nearly gave up because
I could not get the chance earlier. But thank you for
according me this chance.
I would like to thank the Good hope- Mabule
Constituency for electing Kgosi to this House. It shows
that we have done a good job during our campaigns.
Thank you Good hope-Mabule Constituents! Let me
also thank the constituents for not electing Honourable
Eric Molale because he was a Member of Parliament
already as well as a Minister, they did not do that and
here he is, he is back in Parliament. I want to take this
time to pass my sincere condolences to the families of
those students who lost their lives in the Matsha Senior
Secondary School tragedy. Honourable Members, let
us mourn and at the same time implore the Botswana
Democratic Party government to take students seriously
and not to repeat transporting students in trucks as if
they are cattle. Students are well taken care of and are
protected, they are our future leaders. May their souls
rest in peace.
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As a proud Motswana woman, let me also take this
time to congratulate Ms Mmasekgoa Masire-Mwamba
for standing for the Secretary General position at the
Commonwealth summit. That alone goes on to show that
Batswana women are talented and have the capability.
I want to applaud all the countries which voted for
her, keep voting and supporting our women. Madam
Speaker, I am not saying this because Mmasekgoa
Masire is affiliated to a particular party, but I am talking
here as a Motswana woman. I also see myself as a
woman. Thank you. I want to encourage all women to
be encouraged by what Mmasekgoa Masire did.
Moving on to the most important part of my debate,
Honourable Members, I represent Batlokwa and I am
here with a broken heart.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: But you are not crying.
Why are you not crying?
MS BATHOBAKAE: I am not going to cry, I want
to talk seriously about the situation at Tlokweng. The
reasons why in laws boycott their families at Tlokweng
and come to this Parliament…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
MS BATHOBAKAE: Honourable Members water
is very essential in people and animal lives. But the
situation in Tlokweng is heart breaking. It is like we
are not in Botswana eventhough we are just next to
Gaborone Village and Prisons where they source water
day and night. It is not like Honourable Moswaane is
crying deliberately. I wonder what it is that we have
done to the government of Botswana to deserve this
treatment; for us to spend 20 days without water. We
buy water in Village, Batlokwa drink contaminated
water from the sewage ponds. I am not being tribalistic.
This causes diarrhoea for our children and I wish I could
be saying this in the presence of Minister Mokaila. He
was present when Batlokwa were pleading with him to
address the situation. He promised that he will look into
the issue, but even upto now nothing has been done.
Our schools are closing because the students cannot go
to school when there is no water. I really do not know
what is happening in Tlokweng Honourable Members,
we even came up with an initiative in one of our Kgotla
meetings we had with Honourable Mokaila that, they
should use the boreholes in the area. We even gave
him the certificates that indicate the water yield of the
boreholes and he promised that he will get back to
Batlokwa, even up to now he has not done that.
Batlokwa are complaining, did they make a mistake
by voting Honourable Bathobakae or what is their
problem? We know that we cannot make rain to fall,
nobody can, but there is water in the North. Why can
the water not come to Tlokweng? Honourable Members
we are Batlokwa, we are Batswana, we vote, we pay
tax, why is it that we are not assisted? The situation in
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Tlokweng must be attended to, Botswana Democratic
Party government stop treating us badly and saying we
are being tribalistic because I am not. I have been sent
here by Batlokwa…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MS BATHOBAKAE: Honourable Vice President, you
are living happily at your house, you drink and bath
with water while Batlokwa are suffering, do not talk like
that, you are an elder, I am begging you. Honourable
Members I hope Honourable Mokaila will attend to
this situation. There are boreholes in Mabutswi, near
the rivers, what is the problem? If the water can reach
the Village, why not in Tlokweng? We have lost in-laws
because there is no water. We do not use pit-latrines
anymore in Tlokweng but nowadays we dig pits behind
houses and relief ourselves. I hope that the promises
that Honourable Tsogwane has been giving us will be
fulfilled and Batlokwa will get water.
Everything that was said by the President, construction,
agriculture cannot happen if there is no water. We can
talk about projects that we are planning to do for ESP
(Economic Stimulus Package) but nothing will be
succeed if there is no water. So let us provide water for
Batswana so that they too can benefit from Botswana
resources…
DR P. BUTALE: Elucidation. You are handling it so
well Honourable Member. You talked of promises and
I wanted to say we live by those promises, in 2010 the
President said ‘we have concluded the negotiations with
other countries we will source water from Chobe”, even
upto now. So those are just empty promises and people
are thirsty.
MS BATHOBAKAE: I thank you Honourable Member.
The former leader of Botswana National Front, Mr
Koma talked about the issue of water long back…
PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED FOR
APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES
MADAM SPEAKER : Order! Order! There is still a
number of you who have not debated. If you come late
you are wasting your time because already days have
gone. So please come back on time if you went for break
so that we continue.
MS BATHOBAKAE: I thank you Madam Speaker.
I was still saying, the former President of Botswana
National Front, Mr koma talked about the issue of water,
saying the water should be sourced from Okavango and
he was not listened to because he was in the opposition.
He was actually helping the then ruling government to
prepare for a moment like this one, now the time has
come and there is no water. It is now when it is already
late that we start thinking of connecting pipes from the
North. Botswana Democratic Party woke up too late. I
will leave the issue of water there and I trust that the
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Vice President heard me very clearly and he will get the
certificates that show water yielding from Honourable
Mokaila and help Batlokwa.
I am moving to another issue and say, we are in the 16
days of activism against gender violence. I trust that
Batswana understand this issue and are aware that more
than 6000 women for the past three years were raped.
Statistics show that for the past three years girls who are
under age was raped, I am talking about the statistics of
Botswana which affects me as a mother. Statistics show
that more than 300 women in Botswana were killed by
their so called lovers. We have to sternly condemn this
practise.
However this does not only affect women, men are also
abused but keep quiet. I urge all men to come out and
report these cases so that we know that men are also
being abused. Men are afraid to speak out for fear of
being victimised but these things happen. I stand here
Honourable Members to call upon all the women, men,
Botswana leadership and children to stop abuse, let us
stop raping children. Let us work together in this issue
and grow Botswana.
When the President of this country was appointed
the Chairman of the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) I was very happy that the gender
issues will progress as Botswana is still slow in signing
SADC Gender Protocol on Development. I was hoping
that in no time our President will state that the law will
be signed so that it can be enacted but we are still here. I
had high hopes. I plead with Honourable Batshu that we
should amend it. Let us amend the law on gender issues
and sign so that we can take responsibility as a country.
Honourable Batshu you clearly heard me on this issue.
I would now dwell on the issue of Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP); this reflected a lot on the President’s
speech. My major fear is, I wonder how much money
is available and how many projects are going to be
implemented. I heard the Members of Parliament on
the other side of the aisle mentioning so many projects;
Honourable Kablay informed us that the ESP is ongoing
at Molepolole and so on. I wonder how much is
available. I would like to thank the Honourable Minister
of Finance, Honourable Matambo as he explained that
ESP fuels the economy which will implement pending
projects.
Another issue, if Botswana has failed to develop for the
past 49 years while the economy was stable will ESP
be successful in implementing all these projects, will it
be effective. I was derailed by Members of Parliament
for the Botswana Democratic Party who spoke before
me who were boasting about this programme, I learnt
that these funds will revive the economy and implement
projects which were put aside because of lack of funds.
These funds should be fairly distributed across the
whole country; there should be no disadvantage because
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the constituency is represented by opposition.
Batlokwa have sent me to inform you that they wish
that this ESP could implement projects which were
put aside because of lack of funds. Batlokwa have sent
me to raise their concern, I wish Minister Kgathi was
here, they have a concern that they are close to the
South African border but the fence has fallen, it is not
maintained which means that the safety of the country
is compromised; people come and go as they please in
Botswana.
We Batlokwa are affected by a lot of things because our
cattle have all been lost to South Africa because of lack
of maintenance of this border. I plead that Honourable
Kgathi should for once stop being a film star and focus
on more important things, he is always here performing.
Can he please look at the Batlokwa border; we are
tired of having a Minister who does not look after our
fence. We have a crisis, our cattle are rumoured to be
somewhere in Rustenburg…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On
a point of clarification Madam Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Colleague, and thank you Honourable
Speaker. Which film does Honourable Kgathi star in?
MS BATHOBAKAE: I will not answer you, those who
were present when he was all over the place performing
will verify. I was saying our cattle are idling, there are
rumoured to be at the farms in Rustenburg, in freehold
farms, I cannot say whether they are for Afrikaans…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Afrikaans.
MS BATHOBAKAE: Exactly. They are rumoured to
be there, when Batlokwa heard that and tried to collect
them, the South Africans farmers charged them P15,
000 to take them. If the border fence was set up, we
would not be having this problem. However if the cattle
from South Africa cross the border to Tlokweng we take
them to the Matimela kraals and when they come to
claim them we give them back without charging them.
Honourable Kgathi should take action and ensure that
the safety of Botswana is not compromised.
Transport; Batlokwa has sent me to inform you that,
they have a problem with the Zeerust/Tlokweng road,
they have been promised a road which was to be a dual
carriage but it has been at a standstill because of lack
of funds. Since there are now lots of funds in the ESP
whose budget we do not know, Minister we request…
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
On a point of correction Madam Speaker. Thank you
colleague. Perhaps the road you want to talk about,
which we want to do a dual carriage is the one between
the Tlokweng border gate and Tlokweng village. I think
that is what you wanted to say not Zeerust.
MR BATHOBAKAE: Yes, that. At Tlokweng we call
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it Tlokweng/Zeerust road, not the way you call it, we
are not in Kanye, we are at Tlokweng. Honourable
Mabeo, that road was halted and it was said that when
funds are available it will be completed. Batlokwa are
requesting that the road be completed so that they can
use it without any obstacles. Since this road is still
under Local Government, Honourable Tsogwane, the
traffic lights in that road are being hit Sir…
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Clarification.
Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable Bathobakae
should maybe clarify properly; since the road going to
the border is being used by all Batswana when going
to South Africa; when we make roads most of the time
Honourable Members, we consider the traffic passing
there. Let me just say at the moment, we have not been
seeing much congestion in terms of traffic, vehicles
going to the border. In any case I have noted your
request Honourable Member of Parliament.
MS BATHOBAKAE: Thank you Honourable Minister.
You do not stay in Tlokweng. I stay in Tlokweng day
and night. You do not see the trucks which use that
road, passing through Tlokweng village. That is what
you are saying. I am called Honourable Bathobake not
Honourable ‘Mrs’ Bathobakae, thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Tell them.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...
MS BATHOBAKE: The other issue, Honourable
Tsogwane I was saying try to address the issue of traffic
lights which are hit by drivers along the road…
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. I hear you Honourable Member. After a
road has been constructed, we wait so that the project is
later handed over to us. So the same thing is happening
at Mogoditshane-Molepolole, before they are handed
over, they are still under transport. Therefore continue
addressing Honourable Mabeo.
MS BATHOBAKAE: Thank you Honourable Member.
He is listening to me, he is too afraid of responsibility…
MR MABEO: On a point of clarification Honourable
Bathobakae.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! You are using up her
time.
MR MABEO: Clarification. Let me emphasise the point
that, we have dualled the road which is passing through
Tlokweng, and by so doing, we were de-congesting
Tlokweng. Now Honourable Member of Parliament
is talking about the road from Tlokweng to the border
post and I request her to answer genuinely so that I can
assist Batlokwa; I said we have not seen a traffic jam
from Tlokweng village to the border, is that not so? But
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within the village, we have dualled the road. Thank you
very much Speaker.
MS BATHOBAKAE: Thank you. You want to derail
me, but my point is very clear. The road is straight and
leads to the border. I do not know what you want me to
say. Do not confuse yourself when you are failing to do
your job. Do your job, and do your work in Tlokweng.
Thank you Minister.
On that note let me say Batlokwa have sent me
Honourable Minister of Health. They said as you are
making your considerations Madam, there are health
posts of Nkaikela and Khayakhulu which are very old.
Many people visit those health posts therefore, they
request that these should be converted to clinics so that
they continue assisting people, there should be doctors
there.
They are begging, saying as you make plans you
should consider them too. There is another clinic called
Mafitlhakgosi which is a referral clinic. It receives
people referred from Old Naledi, Oodi and Modipane.
The clinic gets really congested. Batlokwa were
requesting that funds could be sourced from the coming
stimulus to transform it into a primary hospital, as this
would really help. Doctors should be brought there
because currently there are no doctors at Mafitlhakgosi
clinic. The contracts for some doctors have expired and
they have not been renewed. There are no pharmacists.
It is a bit challenging at Mafitlhakgosi but the clinic
operates 24 hours. It has a maternity wing, it is so
difficult because patients spend the day there, and it is
always full. Therefore, we were hoping that you could
consider us Madam Minister and see how you could
assist the residents of Tlokweng.
Even when it comes to the maintenance of the building,
things are not in order. The doors at Mafitlhakgosi are
falling, the bats have found a residence there, it is a
serious problem. When it rains the generator goes off.
We have a maternity wing and when someone is in the
delivery room, sometimes there would be no electricity.
I request that you assist us in that regard Minister; we
need a new generator because we do not know what
is wrong with the current one. I am moving on to
education…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you done with me?
MS BATHOBAKAE: I am done with you Madam
Speaker; I hope you have noted the issues about
Mafitlhakgosi very well. I am moving on to education
to say, we have schools in Tlokweng and the main
challenge is maintenance especially at Mafithakgosi
Primary. All the schools in Tlokweng have been given
photocopying machines except Botsalano Primary, I
wonder where it was on the list when others were issued
with photocopying machines. Why was it left out? I
request the Honourable Minister to furnish Botsalano
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Primary School with a photocopier.
Batlokwa have long requested for a senior secondary
school, they now wonder whether being close to the
city is denying them the opportunity to have that school,
when they have two junior secondary schools and many
primary schools; their children are still being admitted
at Kgale and Ledumang Senior Secondary Schools.
Do they not have a right to have a senior secondary
school? Since we are talking about a lot of funds from
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), you should
assist Batlokwa as well so that, they get assistance in
such areas. They need to get a portion from this animal
called ESP as it is being shared with all Batswana…
MR KEORAPETSE: Elucidation. Thank you
Honourable Member. You are debating very well
Honourable. The challenge with ESP is that, it has
raised the hopes of people such that in places like
Gaborone South, when someone wants to ask for a beer
from someone they would say, “Just give me a drink
ESP is coming, I will see you when it comes and return
the favour.” I just wanted to ask you whether or not you
have experienced such challenges in Tlokweng?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...
MS BATHOBAKAE: Thank you Honourable
Colleague. In Tlokweng we also have that challenge.
That is the reason why they have asked me to come and
talk about these countless issues. They have heard that
there are a lot of funds. That is why they have asked me
to come and make these requests on their behalf, so that
they would also benefit.
Madam Speaker, I want to convey my gratitude to the
passenger train which is said to be coming back. I am
grateful because it will transport Batlokwa students who
school at Kgale like I was saying that we do not have
a senior secondary school in Tlokweng. Most of our
children go to Kgale, and this train will assist them very
much. I am thankful for that.
Let me also request Minister Olopeng, Sport and Culture
to help us renovate the sports ground in Tlokweng.
This will enable teams from outside to use it, together
with the Batlokwa children. Batlokwa want to make a
cultural home in that sports ground. Therefore as you
are making plans, consider helping us in Tlokweng.
Batlokwa would be very grateful.
I also would not like to forget the issue that the President
mentioned last year regarding the Self Help Housing
Agency (SHHA) for the public officers. The Public
officers had a lot of hope in that scheme but now they are
losing faith. What is the progress regarding the SHHA
scheme Honourable Minister Maele? Let us assist the
Public officers, every Motswana needs accommodation.
Every Motswana wants to retire having a place to stay.
The SHHA scheme should be planned for so that they
can benefit from it. Thank you.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MS BATHOBAKAE: I am done.
MADAM SPEAKER: No she has finished.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: She has not finished.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I would like to thank you for having
given me the opportunity to say my bit regarding the
State of the nation Address by the President. I should
first thank the President for this great speech that many
of us still want to debate. I should thank him for his
clear delivery of the speech and it really showed that he
is a leader of a nation.
Honourable Members we should remember that this
speech does not belong to the President of the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) rather it is for the citizens of
this country. I remember that the President cautioned us
that we should bear in mind that if this country gets into
trouble we will all be affected. Perhaps it is time for us
to remember that we have been sent here as the people’s
representatives from the different constituencies to
come and debate in this House. We should therefore
eventually come up with motions that will in the end
take the country forward.
Honourable Members at the end of our debates we
should be able to evaluate ourselves because people
are looking at us. The people who sent us here are
looking at us including the way we behave. Honourable
Members it is only proper that we choose our words
wisely when we debate in this House because that in
itself will enable us to come up with strong debates
which would eventually show those we represent the
benefits of them having sent us. Honourable Members
please remember that whenever we campaign during
the elections whether one is from the Umbrella for
Democratic Change (UDC), the BDP or the Botswana
Congress Party (BCP) we went to our constituencies
and asked them to send us here. It would be very bad
if one were to oppose something being proposed in the
House and eventually not have their area not developed.
One would find themselves not agreeing to the proposed
programmes. I am only advising you Honourable
Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MABEO: No, you do not need to follow the issue
that I am raising just listen to the debate. You had your
chance to debate and you abused your time by arguing
in the House. That is not what we have been sent here
to do. We are here to represent our constituents and not
to come and display your egos in this House. I therefore
request that you give me an audience because you had
your time to speak.
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Madam Speaker, I want to get back to the main issue
regarding the President’s speech so that those who are
interested in understanding what I have to say may
get that. Honourable Members I would like to state
some points that affect the Ministry of Transport and
Communications that were mentioned by the President
in his speech. Remember that this Ministry plays a
huge role in ensuring that the economy of the country
grows strong. This is to ensure that we take this country
forward as the BDP has long led this nation for so many
years and continues to do so even today.
I would like to request or rather challenge you that,
whenever you talk about this Ministry you only talk
about the roads. I want you to know that, we also deal
with communications as well. I believe that we have
done plenty when it comes to the roads as you can see but
we did not do well when it comes to communications.
I want to hear you raise issues of internet, Wi-Fi and
connections to businesses and homes. You should talk
about the project carried out at the Gaborone Bus Rank
and also about the Fibre Optic installations in Tsabong,
Kasane.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are not digital.
MR MABEO: Maybe someone can tell me you are
not digital.
I am saying this to remind you what the core mandate
of my Ministry is. The core mandate of my Ministry
is to facilitate the economy of this country through
connections, be it connectivity of internet or roads.
That is why I am saying when you debate going
forward, remember that. Madam Speaker, still on that,
let me mention some of the projects we are doing at
the Ministry, to indicate that we are serious about
taking Botswana forward. I am grateful that earlier on,
Honourable Bathobakae mentioned one and I remember
that when she was talking about roads, she kept looking
at me intently but when she talked about trains, she
developed cold feet. Yes, now you must give Caesar
what belongs to Caesar.
Public train is coming back and it is coming back a better
version of the one we had because it will have special
services. We will have things like internet, there will be
a place where you will relax and do your business on
transit.
Honourable Members, our intention is to have this train
operating by March 2016. We heard Batswana. Those
who normally listen to radios, I said we are talking about
communications. Radios and social media announced
that the public is happy to have this train back because it
is going to offer them an alternative of boarding a train
instead of travelling by road. We are not going to stop
there in our journey of taking Botswana forward. We are
also considering having commuter trains. Remember that
we have people commuting from Lobatse to Gaborone
on a daily basis. We have many people commuting
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from Kanye to work in Gaborone and in the evening
they go back home, the same applies to Molepolole and
Kgatleng. I want us not to be hypocrites.
That is one of the major things we are doing Honourable
Members. Before I move on, this passenger train is
going to decongest the A1 road. Maybe we will see a
reduction in the number of road accidents.
Another major project we are engaged in is in
Francistown, starting from Honourable Olopeng’s
constituency is a two lane road. We realise that when
you reach Francistown, there is a lot of congestion and
we constructed an interchange.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR MABEO: Maybe I should just say spaghetti and
the elucidation will be withdrawn; spaghetti Doctor.
DR P. BUTALE: Elucidation. No, I was saying while
you are still praising yourself, maybe you could tell us
what you are going to do to avoid projects not completed
on time or having a situation where funds set aside for
those roads being depleted.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Butale, that is not
elucidation.
MR MABEO: Thank you Madam Speaker. No, we
will take it offline Doctor. Honourable, those are
the government’s efforts in ensuring that we reduce
the congestion we used to have in our roads. We will
not stop at that, we are still observing the situation in
Francistown. You will agree with me that when one
wants to go to areas like Maun, Kasane, where there
is more tourism, there is no need to pass through
Francistown because you will be delayed. We are still
considering how we can avoid that situation or maybe by
constructing a bypass. We are looking into that matter.
Another project which I want to speak about is
Kazungula Bridge…
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Clarification. Thank you, Madam
Speaker. I want the Honourable Member to explain if
the Francistown bypass that he is talking about is the one
which will pass by Semotswane and Mmandunyane, via
Shashemooke up to Mathangwane? Thank you.
MR MABEO: Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable
Member, I explained that we are still looking into that.
At this point in time just know that we are assessing to
see if there is a need for a bypass.
Moving forward, I was still talking about the Kazungula
Bridge. Kazungula Bridge Honourable Members is
another way of networking with other countries, be it
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
or Common Market of Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA). Remember that we trade with these
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countries and doing business within a short space of
time is very important. We are now using pontoon and
you know how slow it is. This means that this bridge
we are building with Zambia will help us attract traders.
Maybe those who were using other roads to countries on
the other side of Zambia, will now start showing interest
in passing through our country using that bridge. That
alone means we will get the much needed revenue into
our coffers so that we may have roads and other services
needed by Batswana.
Still on bridges, we are still looking at other bridges
which I will mention without going into depth.
Mohembo Bridge, is one of the bridges we are looking
at having it constructed. Plaatjaan is one of the bridges
we know assists us in trading with South Africa where
we get most of our goods. Ramotswa bridge; I believe
the Honourable Member that side will agree with me
because its construction is already underway. These are
some of the projects which show our wish to work with
the neighbouring countries through organisations we
have joined like SADC or others.
HONOURABLE
clarification.

MEMBER:

On

a

point

of

MADAM SPEAKER: Who is seeking that clarification?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of clarification.
Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, you
are on point as you clarify the plans. Why is it like
you have forgotten to reduce the congestion on the
Gaborone- Gabane/ Tloaneng/Mmankgodi road? You
are too silent on that. The network is poor when one
reaches Mmankgodi
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MABEO: Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable
Members, kindly note that Major General Mokgware
is my neighbour. Thank you Honourable Member
for advising me, that is good team spirit. Honourable
Members, I have not forgotten this side, I started with
the Trans Kalahari corridor moving done to our side.
I will address it as I continue with my debate. Do not
despair Honourable Major General.
Honourable Members, let me talk about the Trans
Kalahari Corridor. These are the roads that we need,
they are the backbone of this economy. These are some
of the things which give me vision especially when I
look at the State of the Nation Address as delivered by
his Excellency the President. I take it that this is a clear
sign for the doubtful ones to see this. They should not
just oppose ideas. That is why I always advise you to
be objective when you oppose initiatives because at
some point one is going to have to apply for land or
even want to stand for elections in that area, imagine
if the area is not developed, you would not stand it.
Honourable members, we need to get into partnership
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with other countries. We have partnered with Namibia
in this Trans Kalahari corridor. I remember honourable
Mokaila addressing this house on yet another huge
project on Trans Kalahari Railway. He even said that
we should not only focus on the coal but consider all
there is to be transported using the railway line in order
to generate income. Well done honourable Mokaila.
Some people are still confused as to how the project was
led by honourable Mokaila, but is it through the coal
Honourable Members, that is how he is involved.
I am grateful for you to have developed it because you
managed to involve my Ministry in the partnership with
Namibia. Honourable Members, we have a dry port
in Namibia, and this railway line is going to assist us
in doing business with other SADC countries when it
comes to receiving our goods well in time. It would also
strengthen our investor attraction strategy so that we
have employment opportunities. Is this not the vision of
His honour the Lt. Gen
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Dr.
MR MABEO: Yes, Dr. Honourable Members are
correcting me. Is it not the visionary leadership of our
President? You will continue to talk here in Parliament
but you should consult the electorates who have voted
him into office through us. He is forward thinking
together with his party which has been in government
for many years. Batswana still say they need some
more. Some of you can attest to that because you have
crossed the floor. I want to take this time to talk about
projects that my ministry is undertaking. We are working
towards creating a network of relations and partnerships
with other countries so that we strengthen our business,
be it in the transport section or not. Just the other day
we were in Zambia, we had a meeting with Ministers
of Transport and Meteorology. We were mapping a
way forward on how to harmonise transport projects in
our countries in order to keep up with the competition.
All these are done by the BDP government. We should
be serious when we come to parliament, someone just
made a statement about Domkrag, saying they are fools.
The fact that we are here shows that we have been
trusted by the people and we are here representing them,
when we are here we should make sure that they are
well represented and we should represent their interests.
I would like to move on to my constituency. You are the
main constituent in my constituency Madam Speaker, I
am holding a constituency which was once held by Dr
Seakgosing. I have to thank these people because they
paved way for me. Thank you Madam Speaker, we are
still enjoying the warmth and that is why we do not want
to part with you yet. Please continue the good work.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MABEO: Yes, she is a mother. Still at that
Honourable Members, this morning I attended a funeral

24

Hansard No 181

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion (Resumed Debate)
for someone who was murdered in my constituency.
It was not the first time for me to meet with my
constituents under those circumstances. I cannot see
Honourable Kgathi but he is the one we are looking
up to in moments like these. I am grateful for him to
have given me an ear when I arrived from the funeral
in Thamaga. Last year when I assumed the post in
Parliament, we lost so many lives in Thamaga due to
the youth who had grouped themselves to terrorise the
village. The government reacted to this situation after
we submitted our grievances. Proper security personnel
were delegated to the area especially Thamaga and they
did a good job. I had wanted Honourable Kgathi to be
here so that I thank him. Let me thank the President
of the country because he made that possible. We saw
that indiscipline ending and the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) going back to work. It looks like
those groups are back again because in the past three
weeks we were burying one lady who was killed by
those groups. Last time I went to some wards and there
were people who were killed there. Bakgatla are saying
they want to redeem the humanity that used to be in
Thamaga. We should redeem that integrity that we had
in Thamaga.
I was talking to Honourable Kgathi this morning and he
listened, I believe that very soon we will get help. I also
reminded my constituents that they should be prepared
because when the CID starts operating, whoever that
was used to going out at night will be in trouble as they
will have to explain why they are out at night and if
you fail to answer them they discipline you. They were
fine with everything, they said ‘Honourable Mabeo we
sent you as our member of parliament, we sent you
there and now we need protection for our children and
our property’. Not only that, we should also know that
when there is that kind of indiscipline we have to put
in place some support structures. That would also assist
us in socialising these children even those who are not
yet involved in these groups and that is the help that we
seek.
I will leave that one; there are other things that my
constituents have sent me to say. I have realised that I
have a very responsible neighbour Honourable Major
General. I will give him my questions so that he asks
them on my behalf as I have realised that if you are a
minister people do not think you have to ask questions.
I want you to present them the way you present yours.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MABEO: Honourable Members let me start by
talking about Thamaga primary hospital. This is the fight
that I am going to fight until the end of time. Minister
Makgato and her Assistant Dr Madigele, I am glad that
they were standing in this Parliament sometime back
saying they are going to extend the hospital in Thamaga.
Yes I am echoing their words.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS :…( Murmurs)…
MR MABEO: Yes you heard them. Bakgatla heard
them. So when I return to the constituency to present
these issues, normally I tell them that when everything
is ready...
MR MOREMI: On a point of order. I remembered
something. When we started this Parliament, the
Minister on the floor once asked us to list the roads that
we needed in our constituencies. Today I am surprised
that he is talking about Ministers who are not present. I
therefore wanted to ask him if it will be okay if we can
ask him about the promises that he made to us and never
fulfilled?
MADAM SPEAKER: That is not point of Order, you
could have asked for clarification.
MR MOREMI: He talked about the people who are not
here Madam Speaker.
MR MABEO: I thank you Madam Speaker. You are
telling the truth Kgosikgolo. You can hold my word
against me. I said you should write down those that you
wish to have in your constituencies. It is true Madam
Speaker, I said so.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: So they have not listed
yet?
MR MABEO: No they have.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS :…( Laughter!)…
MR MABEO: No you have listed. I said you should
write Kgosikgolo and you did. So Honourable Members
be reminded that as a country we have priorities and
when I try to weigh the road in Honourable Major
General’s constituency I put it in a different scale
with the one in Francistown. At my Ministry we have
guidelines, no matter how many roads you can say you
need in your constituency, I still have to subject them
to that scale or to those guidelines that I have at my
Ministry.I have confident and competent officials at my
Ministry. We do not just wake up in the morning and say
we are going to construct a road somewhere. We have to
do traffic counts, we are informed by statistics. That is
why if you were paying attention, you will realise that
I talked about the railway line, Trans-Kalahari and the
connection of the major centres.
So we have priorities and we weigh these things. I
wanted you to write down so that today I can tell you
how I am going to decongest Gaborone, which I am
going to do and it is just a matter of time. I need to
decongest this city because we all live in it. You are all
aware of the traffic that we go through in the morning
when we come to work.
I will leave out the hospital and talk about the clinic that
was donated to us in Kumakwane. I would like to ask
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the Ministry of Health about it, because with the clinic
and the extension of the Thamaga Primary Hospital,
we would be able to even decongest the Molepolole
Hospital as it is currently congested. I would therefore
like you to tell me when you are intending to start
decongesting Marina and other hospitals. Still there I
would like to talk about water Honourable Members.
We have water problem in Kumakwane, Thamaga and
Letlole Junior Secondary and the surrounding areas.
I am happy that I talked to Minister Mokaila and he
made a promise. My Minister who delivers his duty
diligently despite the workload and being responsible for
the country which is so dry, you have sent your officers
to search for water, in a very short period of time two
boreholes will be drilled and connected. Kumakwane
residents can drink water, Blom-K residents will get
water supply let me say this issue out loud. I would
like to commend him because on top of that there is
the North-South Carrier. My constituency is one of the
areas which will drink from the pipeline but all of this
is just temporary solutions. He explained that we should
expect a lot from this pipeline, it is progressing I can
even see the tanks being constructed on the roadside.
Keep up the good work Honourable Minister.
We also have electricity crisis at my constituency
Honourable Members and I know that this does not only
affect my constituency, it is the entire Botswana because
we convene Dikgotla meetings and we hear Batswana’s
complaints. There are Batswana residing in the center
of the village with no electricity and the Minister
explained the cause. I think going forward, as we
take our Botswana through the Botswana Democratic
Party which is so responsible, my nephew Salakae; the
Minister is considering these things just like we said that
water and electricity are going to be a priority for this
country. That is why the government gave Honourable
Mokaila such a large amount of money so that he
addresses Batswana’s needs. That is how it is going
to be, I know there are going to be results. Perhaps we
just need to exercise a bit of restrain, we will get there.
The challenge is here we need to face it head on as the
government of the Botswana Democratic Party, those
are the words articulated by the President in his state of
the nation address.
Since the Minister of Lands just arrived I am grateful
that when we looked at different areas, we realized that
there are those pressure areas; where the demand of land
is high and we are relocating to those areas including
those of us who live in Gaborone in high numbers. I
am grateful that Thamaga Sub-Land Board or my
constituency is one of the areas you are considering. I
applaud you Minister Maele, and it shows that from your
youth you were quite active and hardworking. Whilst
on this subject let me also thank you for addressing
Ramaphatle issue Honourable Minister, certificates
are being issued for those who were allocated plots by
Dikgosi or other authorities.
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The other issue I overlooked Honourable Members is
the illegal sand mining in my constituency, our river
beds are deeply dug and when I talk to Bakgatla of
my constituency they say we need to amend our laws
so that those offenders be sentenced accordingly; we
could repossess their trucks or punish them (corporal
punishment). Kgosi Gobuamang Gobuamang II
normally says “give them medicine”, the moment we
catch them in action, we lay them on the sand on that
hole and act like at Kgatleng when your phone rings
during funeral proceedings. Right now our livestock get
stuck into these holes. Therefore I support Bakgatla on
what they are saying as we have to address this issue
because at the end of the day, we are talking about
structural development. These buildings need this sand
and if the rivers do not produce sand it is going to go
back to Minister Mokaila which will increase his burden
to look for sand whether natural or from our quarry but
still that is not enough. Therefore we need to strengthen
our laws because the offenders do not seem to even have
licenses.
I want to talk about the roads again Honourable
Members; I am taking off my hat as the Minister of
Transport and Communication, I am now a Member of
Parliament. There are roads at my constituency which
Bakgatla want. We have the Kubung road which most of
Bakgatla use because they plough on that side.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who are you requesting
from then?
MR MABEO: The children from Kubung attend school
at Thamaga and use that road every day. Honourable
Member that road will facilitate the agricultural sector.
Honourable Members, I am representing the whole
country as the Minister of Transport and Communication
I should not forget my Thamaga-Kumakwane
constituency. There is a road from Gakgatla connecting
Gamodubu, remember that that road is used by vehicles
when they dump garbage at the dumping site, it needs to
be tarred. We are currently clearing the roads to ensure
that Batswana are safe when using them.
I would like to conclude on the issue of Economic
Stimulus Package (ESP) which seems to be causing a
lot of commotion. We are not doing anything out of this
world. Just recently Zambia had a similar challenge.
They had to access emergency funding at International
Monetary System (IMS) to prevent further deterioration
of the economy. That is exactly what this ESP is going
to do and that is what President of the country has
articulated in his State of the Nation Address (SONA).
So you have to bear in mind that we are implementing
this ESP so that we can develop our lives as Batswana
because when we construct roads Batswana are able
to find jobs. Just like at the Ministry together with the
Member of Parliament for Ramotswa who is an ICT
Chairman in the Parliament Committee we are ensuring
Primary Schools and Junior Secondary Schools have Wi-
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Fi internet connectivity to try and improve how teachers
could teach the children and to help them improve their
results. This will also decongest our roads because one
can do business with someone in Gaborone, without
necessarily having to drive all the way here, Thank you,
Speaker.
MR MZWINILA (MMADINARE): Thank you
Honourable Speaker for this opportunity to also
contribute to His Excellency’s State of the Nation
Address. I will just quickly give my impressions of the
excellent speech by His Excellency. I will start off by
my impressions and understanding of the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP). I think that the ESP has
been misinterpreted and misunderstood. Essentially,
ESP is about two things which are expansion of the
economy and economic diversification. Basically, micro
economic vertical expansion in terms of ensuring that
during this period of recession that we are going to go
into, if we do not have such a programme, there is some
sort of measure to ensure that at the household level,
there is an element of micro economic stabilisation.
The other aspect of the ESP is economic diversification,
which is macro-economic or horizontal expansion of
the economy. My understanding of the ESP and the
reason why I like it and the reason why I assume that
most Batswana would appreciate it, is that it is about
how we create a package that would both stabilise the
economy at the microeconomic level and diversify
it at the macroeconomic level. ESP is part of a larger
programme because stimulating the economy is not just
about financial injection. You have to have legislation,
policies in place and the enabling environment to
facilitate the economic expansion leading to human
development. If you look at our budget, we spend 74
per cent of our budget on recurrent expenditure and
around 26 per cent on development expenditure. For us
to arrive at the sustainable development goals, we have
to spend more money on the development expenditure.
Now, what the ESP is essentially saying is that, in order
for us to arrive at some of our goals in terms of human
development, we have to increase the percentage that
is diverted or taken into the development expenditure
because many of the sustainable development goals
of the United Nations and many of the target goals of
our Government involves infrastructural development,
maintenance and enhancement. My understanding is
that as a country we have to come to a point whereby
we spend more than the 26 per cent we are doing right
now on the development expenditure and move towards
spending around 40 per cent of the total expenditure on
development and correspondingly lower percentage on
recurrent expenditure.
What I find quite appealing about the ESP is that it is
saying that for the next 3 to 4 year period where we
are transitioning from National Development Plan 10
(NDP 10) to National Development Plan 11 (NDP 11),
we are going to have a measure in place of financing
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certain projects which are either in NDP 10 or would
be promulgated or started in NDP 11. What it is further
stating is sustainability because it is not just about
developing the infrastructure, it is beyond that. How did
you maintain that level of economic expansion that will
be stimulated because the word stimulated means that
you started but then it has to sustain itself in the long
run. That is where the issue of economic diversification
as part of economic development comes in. Essentially
about economic diversification, what the programme is
saying, it is talking about 2 things, import substitution
and export promotion. In terms of import substitution, as
His Excellency has pointed out, it is going to be looking
at agriculture, manufacturing and services, as those are
the factors which have been targeted.
As I have said, this programme is not just about
financial injection, the environment has to be in place
and that is why the Special Economic Zones Bill came
to Parliament and became an Act and that is why there is
a policy of Economic Diversification Drive. I think that
the fine tuning and the alignment of a financial injection
that is buttressed on some policy and legislative
framework, is what is required in ensuring that there is
an element of import substitution.
We also have to look at the issue of export promotion
as part of our economic diversification, in terms of what
has already been stated, as part of the overall direction
we are going in terms of export promotion, beneficiation
and in the energy sector in terms of being an exporter
of energy. I think that may be the problem is that the
ESP has been looked at as an event but it is not really
an event per se, it is part of a larger process and it fits
in as a stimulus to stimulate the larger process of how
are we going to do the twin goals of stimulating and
expanding our economy and creating diversification in
order to sustain that economy.
What I would like to talk about is tourism development
and agriculture. In terms of tourism development, what
I found quite interesting in the speech by His Excellency
is how tourism or eco-tourism can be used in terms
of creating sustainable jobs and also as a measure
for poverty eradication. What I have found in my
constituency is that we have actually managed to benefit
from using the dams as part of poverty alleviation or
poverty eradication in terms of allowing people to use
those dams for obtaining their source of livelihood from
fishing. I think going forward this form of eco-tourism
will assist us in creating an environment in which at the
micro level people will benefit from all Government
initiatives and interventions.
In tourism also, what I think we may have to look at in a
bit more detail, is the management of the human-wildlife
conflict. In my constituency we have a big problem
of the elephant population, where exponentially per
year the elephant herd may be increasing by 20 000. I
think going forward; one of the issues which should be
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looked at is how we manage sustainably human-wildlife
conflict in terms of the elephant population in certain
parts of the country.
In the agricultural sector, I think that one of the
benefits of ESP programme would be creating an
enabling environment for import substitution and
export promotion in the agricultural sector. In Selebi
Phikwe there is an agro processing plant that has been
established and I think that one of the issues is that this
will create a market for the raw materials which have
been produced in the area. However, going forward I
will be observing with interest how the impact of the
sulphur dioxide from the BCL mine will impact this
promising and lucrative initiative of the agro processing
plant in Selibe Phikwe. In terms of issues around
agriculture I think that going forward the formation of
production clusters as was stated by His Excellency, the
President is one of the steps that can assist in terms of
creating marketing cooperatives. These can be of benefit
by creating an environment for the domestication of
food security and ensuring that we are sustainable in
terms of food security.
I would also like to talk about security. I observed that in
His Excellency’s speech he discussed about the National
Security Strategy. I think this National Security Strategy
is long overdue and it is something that we need to
seriously look into as a nation. Part of having a National
Security Strategy is to ensure that economic threats,
food security threats and all other forms of threats which
at the present moment we are not completely conversant
with would be better understood and catered for. At the
present moment I think we have some threats which we
do not completely understand, such as food security,
economic threats and also in terms of cybercrime.
Still on security I think that our men and women in the
police are doing a good job. However there is a serious
shortage of the equipment that they need in order to
carry out their mandate. The other day I mentioned that
in my constituency there are villages where assistance
from the police is being provided by a van which does
not have a canopy. I think such things which may seem
trivial, need to be pointed out because they show lack
of resources that our police service has. If you ask
the police to come in a moment of need or a moment
of emergency and they have to transport somebody
in a vehicle without a canopy it is going to be quite
challenging in terms of how they will do that.
On issues relating to Health, I think that the operation
hours of clinics moving from 8 hours to being 24 hours
would go a long way in terms of alleviating some of the
congestion we see in our clinics. A lot of the congestion
is related or surrounds the issue of people coming during
working hours when they know that the clinic is going
to open at a certain time and close at a particular time as
well. However, if we had a situation whereby there was
flexibility in terms of those working hours you would
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be better able to manage the issues of congestion at the
clinics.
Also, in terms of Health, I think that the Ministry of
Health has to look at environmental red flags to public
health in a bit more detail. I think that one of the
mandates of the Ministry of Health is looking at public
health and public health issues. As we go forward there
are a number of environmental health issues which the
Ministry of Health will have to look at in a bit more
detail. For example, I think for 40 years now the mine
has been emitting sulphur dioxide into my constituency.
And I believe that we need to come up with a position
on this matter as to whether there is justification in the
notion that communities which are adversely affected
by mines should not have some sort of treatment or
betterment from the mine which affects them adversely.
I mean if you look at Jwaneng mine and Orapa mine I
do not think they pollute the environment because they
do not exhibit or emit sulphur dioxide at the level which
is commensurate with the BCL. They have however
established hospitals for the communities to use. Now I
think that as Batswana we share our national resources
as a nation with everybody. That is our underlying
principle, but does it make sense for us to be saying
that we can share our resources with everybody but we
do not share the harm that comes from those resources
equitably? The sulphur dioxide does not come or does
not go to other constituencies except mine. So therefore
the argument becomes if we are saying that we should
share our resources equitably as a nation, are we sharing
the harm that we are getting from those resources
equitably as a nation.
MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LANDS (MR
MAELE): On a point of clarification Madam Speaker.
Thank you Madam Speaker as well as the Honourable
Member, the Member raised a very interesting issue
about sharing the gains and harm brought about by the
natural resources. Honourable Arone at times speaks of
the damage that is made by the elephants in his area
in people’s fields. Honourable Lelatisitswe sometimes
talks about the hole at the Orapa mine and that is a
problem as well. I wanted you to balance them, are you
saying that we should go and dig holes in Mmadinare, or
bring elephants as well? Just try to balance it because I
do not really understand you. Thank you.
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Member.
Let me balance it this way, if you are living in the
village of Mmadinare almost every day you are harmed
by the smoke that comes from the BCL mine. I do not
think that people who are living in the areas you have
mentioned are being harassed by elephants every day of
their lives. I think there are mitigating measures for the
control of elephants but I do not see what the mitigating
measures are for the smoke from BCL mine. Thank you
Honourable Member.
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Going forward I would like to also talk about the impact
of the ESP in terms of youth empowerment; youth
issues.
HONOURABLE MEMBER:
clarification Madam Speaker.

On

a

point

of

MR MZWINILA: I will give you Honourable Member.
I think that when we went for the general elections we
did mention as the Botswana Democratic Party that
one of the issues we want to focus on is job creation.
I believe that one of the issues in terms of job creation
is creating an environment in which youth can thrive
and manage to create their own livelihoods. There are
many programmes in place; however I see a gap in
terms of the issue of entrepreneurship development. A
lot of the programmes we have in Government, whether
it is poverty eradication, youth schemes, gender affairs
the underlying premise is that we should have an
entrepreneurial spirit, an entrepreneurial personality.
Now being an entrepreneur…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Dow.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I am not leaving; I am
going to call someone.
MR MZWINILA: Being an entrepreneur is either you
are born as an entrepreneur or it is developed. Now
what I have found is that for a lot of programmes to
succeed they require the impartation of entrepreneurial
skills on our youth. I think that what has been lacking is
how we develop our youth in order for them to have the
personality of a business person. How do you develop
them in order to have the drive, the determination,
the energy of a business person because all of these
schemes for self-employment, self-sustenance require
you to have that type of personality? And I think that
going forward…
MADAM SPEAKER: You promised to yield for Major
General.
MR MZWINILA: Yes, Madam Speaker, I promised
to yield, I will yield right now. I think one of the
issues which will be required is the ability to have
entrepreneurial development officers. If you look at
the Ministry of Trade and Industry, especially Local
Enterprise Authority (LEA), they have a programme in
which they are trying to impart entrepreneurial skills to
our people. However, I think that we are a bit behind in
terms of being able to impart these skills to our people and
maybe at the level of the extension team at the village,
there should be officers who can specialise in imparting
and training people on entrepreneurial development.
A lot of our schemes and programmes would succeed
because a lot of them are based on a person being an
entrepreneur. Now if we could have some people at the
village extension team level mimicking or mirroring the
distribution of social workers, because at every village
extension team level, there is a social worker. So at

Tuesday 1st December, 2015
every village extension team level, there should also be
somebody who is tasked with ensuring that our people
develop entrepreneurial skills in order to fully utilise
and benefit from government initiatives.
Going forward, I would like to talk about issues relating
to cybercrime. What I have noticed over some time is
that there has been a rise in terms of the usage of social
media and other forms of social interaction which are
internet based for activities which do not gel well with
our culture as a nation. And with some of the laws we
have in our country, and I think as His Excellency pointed
out, we need the enhancement of legislature around the
usage of the internet and the protection of others because
you have rights of expression, you have freedom of
expression, you can express yourself however you want
to express yourself, in whatever form or manner. But I
think also those who feel that their constitutional rights
have been infringed upon by some of the things which
are being said or been shown on social media, there
should be a recourse on how they will be protected, in
terms of the internet and cybercrime.
What I will also like to talk about is the development
projects in my constituency which are part of the
National Development Plan (NDP) 10 and are in the
draft NDP 11. Going forward, I would like to see some of
them coming forth or happening. In Tamasane we have
long asked for a clinic; the health post to be upgraded
into a clinic. In Maokatuma we have long asked for
the clinic to be 24 hours. In Mogapi we have also long
asked for the health post to be expanded into a clinic.
In Mmadinare we have asked for the primary hospital
to be upgraded. In Sefhophe we asked for the clinic to
also be upgraded. It has been shown that in terms of
public health, we are more adversely affected by the
impact of sulphur dioxide in my constituency. One may
ask, since we are more adversely affected, shouldn’t the
health facilities in the constituency be commensurate
with the level of harm that is being emitted into the
constituency? Let us say in security for example; you
do an assessment, you take your security to where there
is a threat, to where you need those resources, based on
professional considerations. Now if it has been shown
that there has been negative harm caused by sulphur
dioxide in my constituency, one may ask, therefore
shouldn’t health or the provision of adequate health be
a priority in a constituency that has a history of having
harmful effects being emitted into its environment?
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problems. It could help in Phikwe or Mmadinare.
It would try to balance resources with the benefits of
the area, like other colleagues who complained about
elephants, that at least a share of that revenue should go
straight to the area and not go to the national cake.
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Speaker.
Thank you Honourable colleague. Also if I was to ask,
just going on with this argument, that the smoke from
BCL mine; the sulphur dioxide flows into Mmadinare,
and Mmadinare is right next to Letsibogo Dam. When
sulphur dioxide combines with water, it creates sulphuric
acid. Now if I was to ask the question, if at Letsibogo
Dam before the water is treated, because when it is
treated it becomes clean, that one I can attest to it, but
before it is treated, when the sulphur dioxide flows to
Letsibogo Dam, combines with the water and produces
sulphuric acid, what is the impact of that sulphuric acid
on the residents of Mmadinare who at times use the dam
for livelihood purposes and other endeavours of life?
Moving forward, I think the other area in my constituency
which I would like to talk about is in terms of the water
situation or shortage of water, especially...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Members, it is six o’clock.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Madam Speaker. As now we get to the end
of today’s business, I do move that we do now adjourn,
and tomorrow the Honourable Member will remember
where he stopped. Thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6.00 p.m. until
Thursday 3rd December, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. Thank you
Honourable Member. That is exactly what I was trying
to say previously Sir when you talked of balancing the
damage caused by animals or something which comes
from the natural resources, that how are you going
to benefit because you are left with the effects. That
is exactly what I was saying, that is it not possible to
have a policy or law which safeguards these things,
like you are saying; provision of specialised adequate
health treatment with all its services focusing on those
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