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Friday 4th December, 2015
THE ASSEMBLY met at 09:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the CHAIR)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Good morning Honourable Members. We have visitors
in the gallery. They are our students from Thabakanaka
Primary School in Borotsi, from Honourable Makgato`s
constituency.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Applause!
MADAM SPEAKER: Students, you are welcome.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF HEALTH
THEME: TEACHING HOSPITAL AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA
MR
N.
N.
GAOLATHE
(GABORONE
BONNINGTON SOUTH): Thank you Madam
Speaker for this opportunity to engage in dialectic with
the Honourable Minister of Health. The reason why one
would have brought this need to clarify these issues is
simply that this hospital which has been built- 450 beds
and the amount of money that has been spent on it makes
it a significant investment and asset in the economy of
Botswana. Depending on how well you utilise this asset,
it could bring major fortunes to this country, but it could
also cause major problems to ourselves as a country. So
I would like a bit of clarification from the Minister with
the intent that with her putting the plate bare, there will
be an opportunity for other people to have input to help
guide her as she navigates the way forward.
The types of issues Madam that one would be interested
in establishing is the governance architecture for
this hospital. Do you envisage some sort of trust
independently managing the hospital or would it be
business as usual under your Ministry of Health or
any other arrangement? There would be question of
oversight; obviously this is state of the art which needs
special and complex expertise to ensure that standards
are met. Would you accelerate an establishment of a
medical oversight institution or will you continue to do
it within the Ministry of Health and would you have the
capacity to provide that oversight?
What were your original objectives in putting up this
hospital, was it question of demand? I know that we

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
spend a lot of money sending our patients to South
Africa. Or was it just a futuristic premonition that this
country needs to take a lead in the medical sector and
we see this as part of our strategic positioning as a
country to develop the health sector as a key core in the
development of our country?
Which specialities do you think this hospital is going
to be specialising in? One is interested obviously in
hospitals like these; when you take benchmarks, we
are looking for at least P1.3 billion per year. Have you
talked to your neighbour there? I can see he is listening
very attentively, have you already indicated to him that
you might be looking for billions from him or not?
I am interested in knowing also revenue; what model
from a revenue point of view are you going to be looking
at, like external patients? Are you going to be looking at
charging government market rates?
One is interested in the equipping of the hospital, has
that been done and what is the time frame for that?
One is interested in you initial steering team. I know
that you have a focal person responsible for this, but
do you have an initial governance team consisting of
leading authorities in the establishment of state of the
art hospitals?
What is your time frame for your initial manpower at
the hospital? Have you done any strategy and feasibility
papers on the different options that you have to specialise
in the different areas or different managements? Finally
although this would be more relevant to Honourable
Matambo, has there been a feasibility study around the
impact on the health sector in general?
Thank you.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Thank
you very much Honourable Speaker. Let me greet the
students from Borotsi Primary School; Thabakanaka. It
is quite interesting that I am at work when they are here,
so at least you will go and tell your parents that you saw
your Member of Parliament at work.
Thank you Honourable Gaolathe for these questions
that I think like you said it is a dialectic that you want to
have with me of this 450 bed hospital. You asked quite
a number of questions and my approach is that, I have a
huge speech prepared, I am not going there. I am going
to have a conversation with you and start with the view
that it is a significant investment, I agree with you, it
is a major asset and I agree with you. That is how we
view it within the Ministry of Health, and I agree with
you that if we do not tackle it well it could be good, it
could be bad.
Hansard No 181
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What I can assure this House and this nation is certainly
going to be tackled very well. The current thinking in my
head and this is me and my team at Ministry of Health is
to perhaps look at this differently. Do not look at it like
you have looked at any other normal hospital. Some of
the thought processes that are in my head, I am saying
should it be a company limited by guarantee, should I
allow it to be totally run by the private sector and take
away the burden from Honourable Matambo? These
are the discussions that we are having. I was recently
in Germany; I went to Charité and another facility in
Germany as well where I was exploring to see those that
have been in this journey before us; how they do it. This
was arising out of the concern that it cannot be business
as usual, when you look at how much money it is going
to take out of me; I am not at the P1.3 billion that you
are suggesting. But what I can tell you for sure is that
certain things that we would be able do next year, we
have apportioned about P537 million towards them as a
start. We are not going to be spending all that money and
so far it has been accommodated. It would be up to this
House whether they agree with the Minister of Finance
and Development Planning with that amount as it will
be part of the budgeting process. So, you will see that
significant amount.
The governance structure is my greatest concern. When
I came into this Ministry a year ago, we had a Committee
comprising of the Ministry of Health, Secretary at
the Ministry of Education and Skills Development
and the University Of Botswana (UB). My view was
very simple, and was that we have been given the
responsibility and I told UB that they had to commission
this as they have been given 2 billion. Now the building
is almost through. We have agreed that the Ministry of
Health must take charge of the hospital aspect of it. So,
we are going to be driving that project.
I felt that the Committee was just throwing me from
pillar to post. So, we have dissolved that Committee and
now at the Ministry we are taking full responsibility and
we are driving the process. Just for your information,
the money that was allocated to UB was about 2.2
billion. This money was apportioned to build, provide
the necessary construction, furniture, that was the total
budget and we still have some of it left. I think the last
time I checked there was half a billion or so remaining
that we are going to use to be able to equip and so forth.
I have not come to a point where I can say this is the
business model. I have told you where I am likely to
be inclined. That is not going to be run like Princess
Marina because it is certainly different on the basis
of the size of this investment. Certainly oversight is
important especially when you deal with such a major
project. I think it was the initial thought processes within
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the Ministry even though I was not there, but the paper
work that I have read suggest that we were doing this
within the concept of the hub by positioning Botswana
to be able to provide medical facilities to others.
This is a 450 bed facility. I have commissioned the Task
Force that is looking at streaming. What is Princess
Marina going to become? Should it become a District
Hospital? Should it remain as the referral hospital with
various specialisations that we do not have? There has to
be a good relationship between this hospital and the rest
of the hospitals that we have. That is work in progress
that we are doing. So, we were both futuristic as well
as strategic in looking at it. We were not looking at it as
business as usual.
We have done benchmarking, and I am left with
probably a couple of trips to South Africa so that I can
balance what I see in Europe and come back to mother
earth and see what those that are next to me are doing.
I will be doing that in the new year. I do not see the
revenue just coming from government. I see the bulk of
the revenue coming out of the private sector. I see this
model working within that context of universal access.
Therefore, it cannot just be the P5 charge that we pay.
We certainly have to be able to refinance it from the
money that would come out of the private sector. We
would have to have the necessary infrastructure to be
able to collect the revenue to do so.
Equipping of the Hospital; we have some that ordinarily
would come with the infrastructure itself when it is built
and they are built into the infrastructure. We have not
yet got to the point of movable infrastructure because
that would be determined by the type of equipment that
we are having.
I am going to say to this House that the conversations
that we are having now and the work that we are doing
now, we certainly should have been having it probably
around two years ago. Now the building is finished and I
am thinking that if I ran as fast as I possibly can towards
the end of the year, we would be starting to see light at
the end of the tunnel with a view to open it probably
beginning of 2017.
I am working within what is manageable and the
facilities that I have concern me. I do not have sufficient
manpower in terms of doctors. I do not want to create
a problem of having a migration from all the current
hospitals all going to this highly specialised hospital.
So, there is a lot that we are going to do. That is why I
am inclined to look at that and come with the necessary
specialisations working hand in hand with us. It might
be easier, but like I said those are discussions that are
on ongoing.
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Did we do feasibility? I am not quite sure. They
might not have used a word ‘feasibility’ and so forth.
But I think if you look at it within the context of the
establishment of the hubs and you look at the context of
what is happening right now, one can say certainly we
are not just thumb sucking, we were doing something
that we felt it is certainly going to work.
I think I have covered the bulk of what you have asked,
and if I have not covered anything I think you can ask
further.
MR GAOLATHE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I am
very glad that you were quick to confess in anticipation
of my next question. It concerned me that government
would have built an asset for P2.2 billion before
assessing or at least doing a significant work on what
the options are, but I am glad you made the confession
and I commend for that.
On the advent of this hospital, are you going to have
significant restructuring in the management of hospitals
or how hospitals are run, and the possibility of that for
Marina? But it also means that there is a lot of work that
needs to be done in terms of legislation on oversight.
Also you need a rethink around the financing, how
exactly do ordinary citizens pay for medical care? Is
this work ongoing? Is there a realization in the Ministry
that these things have to be done urgently and you have
special teams working on that?
Finally again, I know that there is a person who is
spearheading the establishment or operationalization
on this hospital. I still would like to know whether you
have an independent Board because with this type of
investment and this type of specialties you need a team
of extra ordinarily expertise, do you have that? Do you
intend to do that or not? They are the ones who should
be appointing the Chief Executive Officers (CEO) and
recommending on the specialties.
MS MAKGATO: Thank you Honourable Gaolathe for
those questions. I am quick to confess that some of what
we are doing now would have benefited if were doing
them probably two years or so ago. But that does not
mean that there was nothing that was being done. At
some point in time even the Board of the University or
the Council passed a resolution or a decision to the effect
that there must be a special purposes vehicle that must
be set specifically for this hospital. We have to look after
this thing and those were the things that were envisaged.
What is happening now is for me to refine that based
on some of the learnings that I am getting from those
that have been on this journey before us for me to get
to finalization of this. I can certainly assure you that I
do not necessarily have all the necessary expertise right

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
now. I am even currently running short of staff at the
hospitals and there is shortage. We will need to find
them. That is why it is taking long to establish how
we can approach this. It is being done in other countries
where you are able to engage with the private sector
and they bring the necessary. I do not want to pre-empt
eventually what we are going to do but it is certainly
something that we are taking very, very seriously.
There will certainly be significant restructuring, I have
a taskforce as I speak to you but this taskforce was
established as a part of our road map to deal with issues
of capacity and one of the things which I said in there
was, now that we have this facility coming upstream,
what impact is it going to have on the services that we
are providing at Nyangabwe, Marina and so forth. So
they are looking at it in totality so that when we finalise
which way we are going with this, it is in line with our
transformation agenda within the Ministry that was
necessitated by us saying, we as a Ministry, want to
move from a curative to preventative and it comes with
how you align your infrastructure, resourcing levels and
so forth.
How exactly are the ordinary citizens going to pay? This
we must talk within the context of where the Ministry is
going, our medium to long term, we are talking universal
access even in the privatisation paper of Honourable
Matambo, there is somewhere where we are saying we
ought to be looking at any assurance of form but we
will obviously be doing a study to say how it is going
to work so that we can fund and it will certainly benefit
from that. Even in the absence of that, the types of
services that we are going to offer you would have to be
paid through your normal medical aid schemes and so
on and so forth and if you have not done anything extra,
the ordinary citizen will continue to have the services
like they have because some of the services that we are
providing anyway have still continued to be given to
Batswana at a cost under P5. 00 that should not worry
you too much. It is not going to be an elite hospital
where Batswana will not be able to access it.
A person that has been appointed an independent board;
I am not there yet. What I had done initially, I had shifted
my then Permanent Secretary to try and push because
the project was behind schedule, to go there primarily
and look at it but since it has been taken to NSO. We are
pushing it to be within the Ministry, the capacities that I
have. Expertise; certainly we will need that.
The last one that I did not touch on is that it would need
significant legislation maybe, maybe not. But certainly,
if it needs legislation, I will be depending on all of you
to help me when I come and want to jump the queue.
Hansard No 181
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I think one of the reasons why I was talking a lot about
company limited by guarantee, you do not necessarily
need to change legislation. I do not want again to preempt where I am at, as far as to say that I am looking at
it differently from the norm because it is not business
as usual.
MADAM SPEAKER: And you are left with 3 minutes.
MR GAOLATHE: Yes. Thank you for your answers. I
want to put it to you that if you are going to be appointing
your Permanent Secretary or Permanent Secretaries to
run this highly specialised task, I want to put it to you
that you may not make it. Botswana has extraordinarily
talented young doctors, many of them are educated at
the most prestigious universities. We have doctors from
Harvard and from all over the place who are scattered
all over the world, some of whom are here in Botswana.
I suspect, if this country was good at utilising its talent,
I suspect Honourable Dr Madigele, may not have been
here today. And I want to encourage you to look for this
exceptional and extraordinary young doctors who have
gone to these prestigious institutions around, then make
them form your Governance team to drive this thing.
They will do wonders for you, I want to put that to you
but let me…
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. Madam Speaker, I
have a request that since the issue that has been raised
by Honourable Gaolathe is very important and again as
Members of Parliament, we wish to assist the Minister,
give us a few minutes to ask short questions. I implore
you to use your discretion because we really want to
help the Minister in this issue.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members,
Honourable Nkaigwa’s question is also important.
Anyway, all these questions have been allocated 45
minutes but since it seems the Honourable Minister has
not yet arrived, if he is not here when the time elapses,
then we will allow you to continue. We have been
checking the Minister, he said he will be late, maybe he
will be here any minute.
MS MAKGATO: Let us have a differing point of view
for the first time because we have been in a very nice
relationship you and I, for now. Where I have been, it is
not necessarily doctors by virtue of the fact that they are
doctors that run hospitals. In fact where you have gone
wrong is where you have taken these poor sergeants
and poor doctors and made them into administrators
when they are not. I am going to have a mix of both.
I want my specialists to do that which they are trained
for but I want them to bring their technical expertise to
those that would run because they have been trained to
run certain things. That is currently how I am thinking
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in the Ministry, you can choose to differ. My view, I
am not taking my Permanent Secretary to go and run
this hospital, it is a totally separate entity that will
require its own expertise. I agree with you that there
is a lot of Batswana, trained doctors and specialists
some who are here, some that are all over the world, I
want them to come back because I need to provide the
necessary equipment that is up to date and the necessary
technology. So as we are discussing it, we are discussing
it within that context. I am not going to make it into
a civil servant type of thing, neither am I going to say
because you are a doctor, you can run it, I am not going
to do that. I am going to be looking for that talent that
we are talking about. I think I have answered you.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Madam Speaker,
thank you Honourable Minister. I just want you to
update us on accreditation in terms of what you are
doing about accreditation. I know you have been trying
hard to get health facilities to be accredited by, for
instance Confederation of Schools Sport Association for
Southern Africa (COSSASA) I just want to know about
this medical hospital.
The second quick one is on cadavers …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Time is up but since the
Minister is not here, I will allow you to go on.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Madam Speaker,
I thank you most profusely. The cadavers; when this
training hospital was built, one would have expected
Government to bring a Bill to Parliament on the use
of cadavers. Now we have a training hospital, but we
do not have a law regulating the use of dead bodies for
purpose of training.
The third one relates to the special structure, salary
structure or remuneration structure, I support the
objective of this issue that, it would appear that and I
say this because I was involved in the negotiation as a
trade unionist in UB that there was a thinking that there
should not be any special structure for medical school.
MADAM SPEAKER: This time, according to
Standing Orders, should be for supplementary questions
not stories, ask supplementary questions.
MR KEORAPETSE: No, I am asking her if she would
consider a special structure for staff of medical school.
MS MAKGATO: The only nice thing which you did
this morning is wear a beautiful red tie. As for the
rest of the questions, I will indulge you but they have
nothing to do with the topic at hand but I will be kind
and indulge you.
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When you talk about accreditation it is a separate topic
where we are talking about accreditation of our facility.
This facility is non-existent for now, so we obviously
have not gone through the accreditation process.
Normally when you build, you build with a view to
build within the standards that have been set. That is all
I am going to say about this accreditation.
The second one about the use of cadavers, you are
talking about non-existent people whom he would
have hoped that I would have brought the bill. Again
is not the topic of the day, but I can tell you that even
without that, nowadays technology have moved beyond
to slicing up those. You can do it live on monitors. There
are other ways of doing it. Even the medical school and
the university right now you are able to train a doctor
without necessarily having this and get a fully-fledged
doctor. Because it is a topic I do not know how far the
process is of bringing that to Parliament. If I had known
you would ask this I would have the necessary answer,
but you can always come have coffee in my office and I
will find out for you.
Special salary structure - There is no way I can just do
a special salary structure for this hospital and ignore the
rest of my hospitals. So as we come up with the structure
for this hospital, we will be looking at everything in
the context of the whole restructuring of the Ministry
of Health. As I speak to you this morning I signed a
Cabinet memo, because we have been engaging with
Department of Public Service Management (DPSM)
on the necessary structure at the Ministry of Health.
We have agreed, I am now going to Cabinet with that
structure. It is a functional structure for now and then we
will populate it, which will be our next level. So about
the salary structure, we will be looking at it within the
context of my entire Health Ministry.
You said at some point there was supposed to be a
special salary structure for medical school. I do not want
you to use the medical school and university teaching
hospital as the same, the two are different instruments;
one is a faculty within the university and it has nothing
to do with me, it belongs to university of Botswana.
I am dealing with the hospital aspect of it which will
be what they will use as a vehicle to train their own
medical specialists. So my comments are confined to
the university teaching hospital.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank
you Minister. Mine is very short. I do not know whether
you are in a position to share the timelines in terms of
the facility being opened. That is what I want to know.
MS MAKGATO: If you had come on time you would
have heard the answer to that question. I am hoping that
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beginning of 2017 I should be somewhere there. If I run
as fast as I possibly can.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Minister. I have noted that you just admitted that you
started this project not on the right foot, because you were
not actually prepared with a detailed feasibility study
being done. My question is each and every structure do
have a lifespan, things get old and dilapidated including
the fitted equipment. If these things are not yet ready,
will the equipment still be under warranty by the time
you are done or you will need to repair them again?
MS MAKGATO: I am going to totally disagree with the
negative connotation that you are putting to what I said
this morning. I am very clear in my mind that when we
thought of this hospital there was clear thought process
in it. Remember in Botswana when we provide facilities
first and foremost, we provide them to Batswana. We
are not providing them as profit centres, we provide for
access. There is no Member of Parliament here who can
say to me bringing in a facility to improve access is a
problem, more so that you have been complaining about
the congestion in Marina Hospital and other clinics in
Gabane. So now you are of the view that I failed to plan
properly. So I am going to take that away.
I am going to be saying to you, maybe I am
misrepresenting them who were there before me and
let me say that there is what we call feasibility study,
but what I can assure you is there was a clear thought
process and strategy of why we needed a university
teaching hospital. In fact it was part of the discussions
when we were establishing the medical school, to say
you cannot have a medical school and not have a place
where you can actually process, so there was clear
thought process, it is granted. We are aware that the
structure is finished right now as we speak. Ideally when
the structure is finished I must be taking off. I agree with
you. That is why I am saying maybe some of what I am
doing now if I had done it two years ago we would not
be having this discussion today.
Now the last question is on the liability period. At the
moment that is what concerns me the most. If you
asking me what is keeping me awake…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MS MAKGATO: Honourable Nkaigwa I am addressing
Honourable members, please keep quite. When you
failed to partake of the Holy Communion, I told you
that I was going to inform this Parliament that you are a
pastor who does not practice that. You are derailing me.
I withdraw my words before this Honourable House.
Honourable Mokgware, what should keep…
Hansard No 181
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MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a Point of Procedure Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker,
let me call for procedure that the Honourable Member
said something and then without having been requested
by the Speaker volunteered to go against her word, I do
not know whether that is procedural.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes it is very procedural. That is
one thing I like about her, that is how it should be done.
You rectify a mistake that you quickly admit have done.
Proceed Honourable Minister.
MS MAKGATO: Thank you Honourable Speaker. I had
realised that I was not being fair to Honourable Member
because I was talking about something that happened
outside this House Madam Speaker. I therefore saw it fit
to humble myself before Honourable Member.
What is keeping me awake at night right now, what
concerns me the most is that, there are defects and
liability periods when the building has been finished
and so forth. We have about 400 houses that have been
finished which will be allocated to our staff for the
hospital. That is currently what Dr Madigela and the
team are saying, how best do we meet the usage of what
we have so that we can see within the liability period to
ensure that everything is working. It is something that
we are currently dealing with. So you were right with
this aspect but the other one, I will scrap it off.
MR GAOLATHE: Very final question Honourable
Minister. I have to say that you are giving up too early
on our lost relationship. I think I was misunderstood.
I think the idea really is that we have extraordinary
professionals, not necessarily doctors, so that is being
taken care off. The question I really want to know is
your oversight intent. That is really what I would like
to know.
MS MAKGATO: The task force that I have set up
within the Ministry is looking at oversight. We are
having conversations about things that we are dealing
with at the ministry that have not necessarily come
here for your attention. I am going to be open with you,
because you said you want to help. I have said to them
I want to see how best you can provide oversight for
my hospitals. Sometimes there is too much government
bureaucracy. I have thrown things at them and said
why can you not run Princess Marina Hospital and
Nyangabwe like a parastatal, why can you not create
call centres for these huge facilities that you have. These
are the discussions that we are having in the Ministry
with a view to see how best I can provide oversight.
Naturally, I am the shareholder, if I am the shareholder,
I will have to have some control at some point, because
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you will be grilling me about the money that I have taken
and given and not necessarily accounted for. So I have
to be playing a balancing act of providing an oversight
that is unique but also being to assure myself that the
resources of government are being taken care of. So we
are discussing that.
If you ask me what I am inclined to, I am inclined to
an independent oversight, but I will still have some
semblance of control over it at Ministry level. I do not
see it going through too many layers. In terms of what I
have told them, I have told them that I do not want too
many layers. I want them to be able to operate there, to
have an oversight, but I must still be able to give some
direction since I am the main shareholder. It will be
suicidal for me not to do that.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I am
asking about this word which is being used her;
‘teaching hospital’, but I wanted to encompass all to say
we spent P2 billion...
MS MAKGATO: Pardon?
MR MOREMI: I was saying since we spent P2 billion
on this concept, can you give us assurances of the
duration to address the question which was once asked
in this House with regard to Batswana who are taken
outside for medical attention, sometimes it would be
difficult for those people and the government as well;
are we going to see that coming to an end in a short
period of time?
MS MAKGATO: Thank you Honourable Speaker.
I think that is part of the reason why I say there was
certainly a lot of thought process put into this thing.
Unfortunately I did not bring the figures that I spend on
referrals outside Botswana but they are significant, they
are huge and they worry me as Minister of Health.
Once this hospital comes into stream, the majority if
not all of what needs to be done must be done inland,
in Botswana. So we will gain by the reduction in the
amount of money that we are spending in hospitals
outside the country and we will be spending that money
in country. So that will be good for the economy. That is
why when Honourable Gaolathe talks about it as being
an investment and as an asset I totally agree with him
that there must be a return on this investment and it must
be able to be tangible and to be calculated.
One of the greatest concerns of my counterpart in
South Africa right now because we were having these
discussions is the impact of a totally privatised health
system on public entities. It goes back to your point
Honourable Gaolathe that when you have private entities
that charge huge amounts and they deplete all the monies
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in the medical aids and there is absolutely no control, it
becomes a bit of a problem because what happens is
your public facilities die. It also affects you downstream,
I am going back to Honourable Keorapetse; because
then when people are negotiating for salaries, part of the
negotiation will be that medical care is expensive. So,
it just messes up the entire economy. These are some of
the waters that I have to navigate. But in simple terms
the answer to your question which is our intention is
to reduce if not to eradicate those transferals once you
have got this, naturally depending on the nature of
specialisations that you have within the facility.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I thank you Honourable
Minister. You did not get me well earlier; my interest
was in the last part of your answer.
MS MAKGATO: Okay.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: This is a noble idea but
we have many Batswana whom we cannot attract. Our
Batswana are not retainable like you alluded to what
Honourable Gaolathe was also saying. What strategies
do you have in place to try to attract the relevant
qualified staff in this particular hospital?
MS MAKGATO: Part of the reason why we are going
through a restructuring exercise and something that will
also arise out of that restructuring exercise is retention
and attraction strategies, something that we are currently
struggling with. In fact if I did not do this well, with
this facility we can…let us say for argument sake, it is
run by the private sector who are able to afford salaries
that I cannot afford as Government, it will basically
lead to total collapse of the health sector in Botswana. I
am navigating very rocky waters so that is why we are
doing it all at the same time so that we are aligned.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Minister, I just want to understand and I want
this to be on record that; are you saying this teaching
hospital can run without cadavers and that there are
alternatives to the use of cadavers. If your answer is in
the affirmative...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MR KEORAPETSE: Yes, I am asking if you are
saying that this teaching hospital can run without the use
of cadavers. Are you saying that there are alternatives
to cadavers in a teaching hospital? If your answer is in
the affirmative, according to which standards? I believe
that the questions I am raising are related to the teaching
hospital and they are the aspects of the teaching hospital.
The question on accreditation and the reason I bring it
up is because the facility has been built and there is
already staff in place, I suppose they were seconded
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by the university. So am still asking this question
on accreditation, are you in any processes of getting
this facility accredited and by which international
institution? I thank you.
MS MAKGATO: The problem is that you are
using the word medical school and teaching hospital
interchangeably, that is where your paralysis is because
in a teaching hospital you teach on live people; it is a
hospital. At medical school is where you issue comes
in where I am saying we have a medical school and
we are able to produce doctors without the cadavers
you are talking about. So let us separate them. On my
side, I can run the teaching hospital without that. That
question should be sitting at the university and saying,
can a medical school run without cadavers? But because
it is running and you have produced the first batch of
doctors, it certainly can run. That is what I was talking
about, so separate these two concepts.
Accreditation; I cannot accredit something that is not
functional; it has to function for it to be accredited.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Time for
questions is up now.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: The time for questions has
elapsed. Honourable Nkaigwa you were supposed to...
interruptions...but the Honourable Minister did not
come, he had said he would come, maybe he had an
emergency. So your question will be first on Friday.
Sorry about that.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following paper was tabled:
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FROM THE CONSOLIDATED
AND DEVELOPMENT FUNDS – FINANCIAL
PAPER NO. 2 OF 2015/2016.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! It has been agreed
to Honourable Members. Let me tell you something,
Honourable Moswaane and I had a good meeting this
morning in my office.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Applause)...
MADAM SPEAKER: He has complied with Standing
Order 50.2 and therefore I will allow him to stand and
present his Motion.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I beg to move a matter
Hansard No 181
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of urgent public importance to request this House to
adjourn its business for the purpose of discussing the
definite matter of public importance Madam.
MADAM SPEAKER: You can elaborate why you
want us to do that.
MR MOSWAANE: The issue that I want to be
discussed is to request Government to declare the state
of emergency due to shortage of water in Botswana
and to set a task force team of government officials to
monitor water and power crisis in Gaborone, Tlokweng,
Gabane, Mmopane, Kumakwane and other major
villages and settlements; The taskforce to monitor water
supply on daily basis and the Minister to report progress
on monthly basis to Parliament. Thank you Madam
Speaker. The reason is that these areas …

MADAM SPEAKER: I sent him outside, and he went
outside. We are not going there, we are done with it. We
proceed with today’s motion, provided he reads it as it
is. But otherwise the fact that he was out yesterday, it is
done. Let bygones be bygones.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, my motion reads
as follows “that government to setup a taskforce team of
government officials to monitor water and power crisis
…
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure.
Madam Speaker, I just want to understand that now
what happens to the record, the Hansard, because the
withdrawal presupposed that the matter is expunged
from the Hansard.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Which matter?

MADAM SPEAKER: Do this; can you go over your
motion again, I am looking at what you have given me
and what you are saying now.

MR KEORAPETSE: The words he said, the
professional liar remains in the Hansard, the blue liar
remains in the Hansard.

MR MOSWAANE: The motion reads as follows
Madam Speaker; “government to declare the state of
emergency due to shortage of water in Botswana mainly
Gaborone. Government to setup a taskforce team of
government officials to monitor water and power crisis
in Gaborone, Tlokweng, Kumakwane, Mogoditshane,
Mmopane and other major villages ...

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member, he was
punished for that so I am not going there.

MADAM SPEAKER: Can I correct you?

MR KEORAPETSE: No, I am asking of what
happens to the record, it remains because it has not been
withdrawn.
MADAM SPEAKER: I will see what I can do with it,
it is done.

MR MOSWAANE: Yes please.

MR KEORAPETSE: Can we erase the Hansard.

MADAM SPEAKER: There is no, ‘state of emergency’
in a motion that I have, can you please just read it as it is,
“to setup a team of government officials to monitor …”
Take it from there.

MADAM SPEAKER: That is for yesterday, can we
proceed.

MR MOSWAANE: Okay Madam. The motion reads as
follows “that government to set a taskforce …
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of procedure. Thank
you Madam Speaker. I tried to contain myself but I
am failing. Madam Speaker, I am rising on a point
of procedure. Yesterday Madam Speaker, the same
Member whom you have agreed with in your office
this morning left this House unceremoniously after you
called him to withdraw some of the words or statements
that he used in his presentation to you. So, the procedure
is, are we going to be allowing him to present a motion
whilst he owes this House a withdrawal?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, when I
sent him outside, it was…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…

12

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

Hansard No 181

MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
with due respect madam speaker, there are decisions
that are always taken. I will give an example with this
particular one. You just said, ‘I will see what I do with
that.’ It does not bring us on board as members so that
we know what pertains because it is going to be issues
where some of the matters are dealt with at the office.
If this could be dealt with properly and we remain one
then we will be…

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, we threw
Honourable Moswaane outside yesterday and therefore
I am not going back there. He can now proceed with his
motion. That is what I am saying.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure.
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MADAM SPEAKER: You want to stop him from
presenting his motion, right?

MADAM SPEAKER: No, he is rising on a point of
order as well.

MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you.
Madam Speaker. You are trying to explain but I do not
get it. Are you saying that a person who disrespected
this House and disrespected your leadership should be
left just like that? Should we just look at him and let
him be? No, Madam Speaker, I believe you need to
do something, I believe Honourable Moswaane owes
an apology to this House. The records still stand that
he insulted the speaker. That is why I am saying that
I do not believe we can just continue with that …
(Interruptions)…

MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. I rise to ask
this Honourable House to forgive me for the words that
I used yesterday. Thank you.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay withdrawn. Now
Honourable Moswaane, proceed with the motion

MADAM SPEAKER: Let me respond. Honourable
Moswaane was thrown out of the House yesterday as a
standing punishment in this House, it is not the first time
this has happened.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. I rise on a point of order even though
it may appear that I am assisting you on your work. I
thought Honourable Members knew that there is what
we call laws of natural justice. When a person had
aired, and then they are given a punishment, the records
will state that he said these words, and he refused to
withdraw them, and as a consequence of that, he was
kicked out of Parliament. That is what the record will
stand. I do not understand where the problem is. I had
thought that alone was punishment enough because had
he withdrawn those words yesterday, he would not have
been kicked out. So I do not understand what is being
said.
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you madam. That is
what I have been trying to say.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Honourable Makgato just said what I wanted to say
Madam Speaker, but I just wanted to say which one
of the two is heavier; to withdraw or to be thrown out
of Parliament. I take being thrown out of Parliament
to be much heavier than to withdraw like Honourable
Moswaane did not withdraw yesterday. So to continue
with it would be over punishing somebody and I do
not think it would be in order for us as this Honourable
House to request you to continue punishing the person
yet the punishment has been executed. I thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: Pardon, what did you say, I did
not get that.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, for the sake of
peace, I withdraw the statements I made yesterday.
Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause)…

MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, my motion reads
as follows “government to setup a taskforce team of
officials to monitor water and power crisis in Botswana
mainly Gaborone, Mogoditshane, Gabane, Kumakwane,
Tlokweng and other villages that are affected by water
shortages, the taskforce team to monitor the supply
and distribution of water on daily basis; the Minister to
report progress to Parliament as and when he sees fit.
Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Members. The question is that the business as it stands
on today’s Order Paper be suspended for the purpose of
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance.
Now, at this juncture, according to the Standing Orders,
we would like to have four people who support this
suspension. Do we have four supporters according to
the Standing Orders?
MR KABLAY: Thank you Madam Speaker. I stand to
support the mover of the motion. The mover is talking
about the situation that we are in, we are in trouble, and
everybody is. It is however difficult that the Member
brought this motion here and none of us…
MADAM SPEAKER: We are not saying you should
debate, you just support. Second person? The standing
order says they should be four.
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure. No, I was saying I did not
hear the motion quite clearly, maybe if you could write
it down or maybe the Honourable Members could see it,
they were going support him.
MADAM SPEAKER: No I disagree. You have read this
motion several times, we are not going to write it down.
I have been reading it out here. Honourable Kablay has
Hansard No 181
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supported. Are there any additional supporters because
they are supposed to be four?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Who?

MR MAJAGA: I stand to support the motion Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, Honourable Members,
there are no four supporters according to Standing
Orders, and right now I do not want those opposing.
Honourable Members, motion was supposed to be
supported by four according to Standing Orders, so I did
not manage to bring four, therefore it means this motion
just failed to go through. There is nothing that can be
done. So we will proceed to the other motions.

POLICY TO PROTECT THE
INTERESTS OF THE INFORMAL
SECTOR
Motion
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: The debate on this motion is
resuming. I am informed that when the House adjourned
two weeks ago, Honourable Mokgware was on the floor
and he was left with 5 minutes 32 seconds.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I will continue where I stopped and say I do
not think this motion should pass as it is. He is saying
he wants a policy; personally I want it to be clear, I am
saying there should be a policy that protects the informal
sector. There should be an Act not a policy. We were told
last time that the policy can be amended by the Minister
or anybody. Therefore we want an Act that can protect
these people. I am also saying, I believe that the motion
that was brought by Honourable Makgalemele…

MADAM SPEAKER: My question was, is there
anybody who has been given anything to present on
the next motion of Finance because we have skipped
that one. Honourable Kebonang we have skipped yours,
what you did is not right. We will move on to the next
motion since nothing was given to, let me check the
Ministry that it is for.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure. Madam Speaker, I am
really not happy. I said this before that as Honourable
Members of Parliament, we only have one day which
is Friday for Private Member’s Motions and on Fridays
we know that Ministers are never here. I am afraid
that if you skip Honourable Moswaane’s motion under
Minister Kebonang, we are going to skip all these
motions because they are not here. So I think this is
really, really not fair on Members of Parliament. We
have complained before that we are now held ransom
by the front bench and we only going to proceed and do
our work if they want us to do so. I really think we need
to review this thing of having them in the House. For
now because we are lucky he is here, I think we need we
have to go back to that motion or else we are going to
adjourn. I know that what happens every Friday.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: I am also concerned Honourable
Dr Butale. I completely concur with you. Ministers see
those Order Papers at their offices. They must know that
they have motions. We only put three motions which
mean those three should at least make it a point that
they are here. If you all agree since now Honourable
Kebonang is here although it is a bit untidy but just so
that we can progress…

MADAM SPEAKER: Is the Minister here?

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Procedure. You have read my
mind correctly Madam Speaker, I was standing to ask if
the Minister is here.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, for the sake of progress. We
can go back to it because he is here now, he can hear
that we are concerned. We can go back and debate the
motion.

MADAM SPEAKER: Did he not ask anyone to stand
up for him? We will then move on to the next one, is it
not it? Let me just find out from Honourable Ministers
here present, has anyone been asked to say something
on the remaining motions?
MR MAKGALEMELE: I was saying I hear he is
outside, if you can allow me to go and call him.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you Honourable Speaker. I do not agree to that
totally. I disagree because it means that for us coming
here and putting motions here is just a process. There is
no seriousness in it. The Minister who was taking notes
and started with this motion is the one who supposed to
here. If he is not here…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, just wait. We cannot
just pick him while he is playing outside and then force
him to come and listen to people. That is not serious. He
did not even have the intention of coming to listen to us
or to listen to this motion or to attend to this motion. He
did not have a plan to do that. The intentions are very
clear. If he is being forced by a colleague to come and
listen to the motion, no Honourable Members, people
are laughing at us regarding our system. We have to
put some seriousness. Every Friday the Ministers do
like this. Right now we are just making mockery of the
entire system. Even the Ministers present here today
you can see that this is wrong, we cannot force him, he
does not have a pen or even a note paper. He was just
being forced to attend. He did not have the intention of
sitting in this Parliament.

MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Point of
order. Madam Speaker, I rise on a point of order because
I think it is imperative that as Parliament we understand
our processes and how we serve this Parliament as
Ministers. As Ministers when a motion is going on or
something is being debated, we are continually taking
notes and you anticipate the likelihood of a motion
coming towards conclusion; you come prepared. I do
not think what Honourable Sadique Kebonang did to go
out to check that what you been preparing for on basis
of all the discussions when he was in Parliament, when
his boss was in Parliament and so I do not see anything
wrong in that. So, I do not want that process to be
ridiculed because it is a process that enables Minister to
able to serve Honourable Members of Parliament (MPs)
accordingly.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order

If it was the flip of the coin, if he came here unprepared
or anticipated that there is a likelihood that this motion
can come to end, he will be ridiculed that he is an
unprepared Minister. So I think that it is procedural for
us to that and Honourable Mokgware is out of order by
saying that which we are doing means that we do not
take this Parliament seriously.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait. Just wait, let us
see how best to solve this issue because we want to
proceed with today’s business. I agree with Dr Butale
that today’s business should proceed. Now I could just
check with Honourable Assistant Minister. You were
sent Honourable, are you ready to carry out the duty of
your Ministry? I do not know what you were looking
for outside.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR KEBONANG): Madam Speaker,
let me take this opportunity to apologise for me having
being stepped out of Parliament. The reason was simple,
I have an answer prepared in response to the motion that
is being sort to be presented today and that is the reason
I kept on going in and out of Parliament. I do have my
response with me Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes you asked for permission,
let it be read before you comment…(laughter)… I
was saying that Honourable Members, let us go back.
Honourable Mokgware or you are not ready? You are left
with five minutes to comment but you are just arguing, I
wonder if you are ready. Can you kindly proceed, he is
here now. Let us stop talking about that issue.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, I hear
you. If motions are listed Honourable Ministers have to
be ready so that if the next one is called they are close
by. So can we proceed with the motion now that the
Honourable Assistant Minister is here.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank Honourable
Speaker. I could be responding to Honourable Minister’s
statement.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You have 43 minutes.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: You have not heard us.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Ooh 42. I do not support
a comprehensive policy; I support an Act which will
protect the informal sector. That Act is better because
everyone will protect the rights of those people. I think
the right thing to do; the Honourable Member could
have looked at the motion which was once tabled by
Honourable Makgalemele. I believe the motion tabled
by Honourable Makgalemele was fully structured and
rich. What is required is to request Honourable Minister
responsible to look at the motion which was tabled by
Honourable Makgalemele to see if we cannot implement
it rather than having to debate the very same motion
which was passed in this House. I think if we could have
followed this procedure we could not have wasted so
much time, two weeks debating on this motion. Those
are the reasons I wanted to put forth.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, let us listen to Honourable
Makgato.

I was very surprised recently when the Leader of the
House, the Honourable Vice President (VP) stood to say

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: You know these things,
there is just too much playfulness in Botswana, you
mean to say the Minister says he has the answer, now we
are being told to debate? Is it a process? …(laughter)…
oh men!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
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he supports and it is a clever motion which is tabled by
a clever person. I was rather surprised that where does
that put Honourable Makgalemele who has a Masters
in Poverty Eradication, where do we place him if that
man is said to be clever? However I am not saying there
is nothing wrong with that. Let us be aware of the fact
that people whom we are talking about and say are the
informal sector are people I was recently talking about
that they sell cool time and are being harassed, they are
caught, their goods are being possessed by the Police or
bye-law officers. While they are possessed there is no
Act governing their safe keeping, sometimes there just
disappear because they say according to the law they
have to throw them in the dumping site.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No Honourable Member
that is not the case. We would be protecting their rights
to ensure that no one can take their goods. Anyone who
does not have a big shop like Choppies has a right to sit
under a tree and sell whatever they have or what they
can sell. Right now there are people who sell hoes like
the man who used to make and sell pistils along the
Thamaga road. They were taken from him because he
did not have a licence. So, these are the people we want
to protect. Thank you.

Where I come from at Gabane, there are women who
cook at Gabane bus rank and time and again, they are
being harassed, their goods are being possessed then
thrown out, whether it is meat or any other stuff. That
is why I am saying this Act is better than the policy.
This Act will protect their rights. There is no one who
can be a Mayor in future, Council Secretary or anyone
else will declare that “today I want us to do a clean-up
campaign” like we sometimes hear that they do they go
around possessing their goods, it is very painful. One
time a woman had the last P100 after buying soft drinks
then tried to sell them, while she was still there the byelaw officers came and took everything and when they
take them, they do not care if they put them properly
or not, they just throw them in the car then they break.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, I have a request, I hear the Honourable
Member being sceptical. Can he kindly explain whether
the lack of a policy, can be the same as waiting for an
Act? Does he not think it is better to implement the
policy while we are still debating the Act?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No Honourable Members,
I do not see it better to do that because the same process
of making a policy is the same as the process of making
an Act. The time that we are taking here is the same
time that we could be making an Act. That is a wasted
opportunity. We could be saying, let us make a law to
protect the informal sector.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): On a
point of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker. Just
a quick one, Honourable Member, if we enact a law, are
we not running into the danger of now making them
formal instead of them remaining informal in terms of
execution of that law?
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR KEBONANG): Madam Speaker,
the response to the motion that this Honourable House
request government to come up with a comprehensive
policy to protect the interest of the informal sector is
as follows. First, I take the opportunity to engage on a
scholarly discourse and explain a few things to Members
of this Honourable House including those that have been
formal lecturers at the University of Botswana.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, let me start by
explaining what is perceived to be an informal sector.
There is no universally defined acceptable definition of
what constitutes an informal firm, enterprise or sector.
However, there is consensus that they are small scale
enterprises which operates outside registration, tax and
social security framework, house and safety rule for
workers with the informal economic activity.
The distinction between formal and informal is therefore
not that simple. For an example; both may not have
written contracts, permanent positions or paid leaves.
Therefore, informal sector may include micro and small
enterprises. In this regard Madam Speaker, government
came up with various programmes initiatives or reforms
in an effort to address the constraints faced by the small
medium enterprises. Some of these includes; the Small,
Medium and Micro-sized Enterprises (SMME) Policy,
the establishment of the Local Enterprise Authority
(LEA) whose mandate is to try and build the spirit of
entrepreneurship among SMMEs through training,
mentoring and market access facilitation.
In recognition of the important role played by the
informal sector in the economic development in terms
of employment creation and poverty alleviation,
LEA conducted a survey in 2007 which revealed that
there were 40 000 informal sector enterprises through
Botswana employing about 60 000 people. Following
the results of the study, my Ministry took a decision
to have a holistic approach to the development of the
sector and put in place a comprehensive process that
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will promote the sector growth hence the proposed
National Entrepreneurship Policy.

order for him to say some Opposition led councils have
ordered informal sector to be evicted from where they
are operating from. He knows very well that there is no
influence at all from the political leadership to enforce
such kind of regulations that are currently in operation
within councils. Why should somebody come to
Parliament and lie before Parliament?

Madam Speaker, my Ministry is currently drafting
a National Entrepreneurship Policy for Botswana
to facilitate the development of entrepreneurship
in Botswana. The objective of the policy is to
mainstream the needs of the informal sector in all
activities and initiatives, with the view to creating an
enabling environment for their growth and subsequent
graduation. The draft policy has been discussed with the
stakeholders and it is being finalised for presentation
to the Economic Committee, Cabinet and Parliament
for further discussion and approval in 2016. The other
initiative is that of the national doing business informed
road map and action plan which is geared at creating
conducive environment for doing business, for example;
registration of entrepreneurs as opposed to licencing.
Madam Speaker, I am therefore not convinced that there
are any additional comprehensive policy proposed by the
Honourable Member which will come up with anything
new or better other than what government has already
put in place. However, if the Honourable Member has
a proposal to put forward, you shall consider such.
Meanwhile, LEA continues to provide support to the
informal sector through entrepreneurship awareness
workshops, over the counter services which includes;
screening, provision of templates for business plans,
provision of business development kits, training in the
following accredited courses; record keeping, business
planning, sales and marketing and entrepreneurship
development training.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable Members, I
stand to support my idea of a comprehensive strategy
to protect the interests for the Informal Sector. I am
a bit disturbed because the statement given by the
Honourable Minister and as a colleague, we could have
long resolved this issue outside Parliament. Anyway,
I have nothing to worry about, ever since I was born
when I was five, I found myself without a mother and I
have learnt to struggle from that time. I will continue to
represent the interests of the poor and the less privileged
people.
Just this week, people are running with their goods
because some Opposition led councils have decided to
take the belongings from the poor to make them hate the
ruling party.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
I think that the Honourable Member is totally out of

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane just
respond and do not attack Opposition led councils. I do
not know if you have evidence to prove that which you
are talking about.
MR MOSWAANE: It is unfortunate Madam Speaker;
the very same preacher who was talking about a lie this
morning is using the same word against me. So, he is a
hypocrite.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member, please
stop provoking others.
MR MOSWAANE: Sorry Madam Speaker. It is
just that I am so confused. This morning Honourable
Mokgware was crying in tears to say that the informal
sector is under harassment and he does not support the
idea of preparing a policy to protect them. Honourable
Members, I am told that the policy is there and it is
being prepared. I wait to see. But for this House I would
ask it to protect my idea and vote for the yes.
My thinking is that we are not doing enough to protect
the informal sector, ever since they existed and my
thinking is that government should gazette where these
people can operate freely. Areas like the bus rank, areas
in the malls and laws or the policy should prevent the
bye-law officers from attacking such people. They
should allow them to operate as informal sector in those
areas on temporary basis, on a daily basis. I can already
see a very bad situation because one by one people are
walking out, so that this motion may fail. I can only call
for the Holy Spirit to come down and assist Batswana.
Thank you.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of clarification. Thank you for yielding
Honourable Member holding the floor. Just to assist
Honourable Member, we are already doing what you
are calling for and that is to designate certain places
especially in our main malls, so that these people
cannot be all over the place and be harassed as you
are assuming. But we are doing that exactly. We have
ordered our councils to do exactly that and they are in
the process of doing that. I thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: I do not know because the situation
Hansard No 181
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on the ground is different. I am a bit worried and I will
ask Honourable Tsogwane as a senior person, to go
to the bus rank and ask these people if they feel like
they are protected as we speak today? The Honourable
Member on the other side of the isle was just reporting
to the Parliament that people’s belongings are taken on
daily basis and sold for nothing to the rich.

MADAM SPEAKER: The bell will ring for 2 minutes.
You can close and lock the doors. Honourable Members
we are going to start voting. I will read the motion first.

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR BOKO):
On a point of clarification. Is the Honourable Member
aware that there are laws and bye-laws, pursuant to
which the bye-law Enforcement Officers deployed by
the so called Opposition led Councils operate? And
that the problem if any, may very well be the bye-laws
and the laws themselves which cannot be amended by
whatever policy you propose with the result that the
proper approach, is to focus on the laws and the byelaws themselves with a view to changing the entire
repertory of laws. Those that regulate this particular area
regarding your proposed intervention may therefore
come to absolutely nothing. In fact it may amount to a
serious waste of time, because you should be focusing
on amending the laws and dealing with the bye-law
frame work? Thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, the reason I came
with this proposal to Parliament is that I have realized
that the council regulations are causing a problem. The
reason I used the words comprehensive policy is because
I was thinking that if we have that kind of policy, it will
be harmonised with other laws or regulations that are
existing in councils. Councils are having different laws
to that and different councils are applying it differently.
So I thought if we had a policy that can guide the
implementers be it bye-laws department or councils or
Local Authorities etc.
My plea is that this policy must be seen and must come
to assist our people. Thank you Madam Speaker I move
that this motion be adopted by this House.
Question put and negated.
MR MOSWAANE: Division.
MADAM SPEAKER: We have a problem in that even
if the Speaker has clearly heard that the no’s have it,
our Standing Orders cannot help us much in this kind of
situation. If an Honourable Member calls for a division
we have to do it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: (inaudible)
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, at times it can be abused!
MR MOSWAANE: No, I want to know the number of
people from our party who will vote.
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Order! Order! Honourable Members, here are the
results; those who voted “Yes” are three, those who
voted “No”, are 21 and only one abstained, so the No’s
have it, the No’s have it.
Questions put and negated.
INCREMENT OF VALUE ADDED TAX TO
FOURTEEN PER CENT
(Mr. M. I. Moswaane, MP. – Francistown West)
Withdrawn.
AMENDMENT OF THE GENDER AFFAIRS
EMPOWERMENT SCHEMES
(Mr. M. I. Moswaane, MP. – Francistown West)
Withdrawn.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Now that we have
completed the business of today’s House, I do move
that this House do now adjourn. I thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 10:40 a.m.
until Monday 07th December 2015 at 2:00 p.m.
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