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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the CHAIR)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Good
afternoon Honourable Members. We have visitors at
the gallery. Our students from Maun West Constituency,
from Moeti Community Junior Secondary School. They
are Honourable Tawana Moremi’s children.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)…

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
ELECTRONIC LAND MANAGEMENT PORTAL
SOFTWARE DESIGNED BY GHANZI LAND
BOARD
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Lands and Housing:(i) whether he is aware of the Electronic Land
Management Portal (ELAMA) software that was
designed by Ghanzi Land Board; if so,
(ii) why the Department of Lands cannot adopt it as it
is more efficient compared to the expensive DOCIT software that is used nationally.
Later date.
MADAM SPEAKER: If they are represented at least
just indicate.
NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
ORGANISATION CONVENTIONS SIGNED AND
RATIFIED BY BOTSWANA
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Labour and Home
Affairs to state the number of:(i) International
Labour
Organisation
(ILO)
Conventions signed and ratified by Botswana;
(ii) signed and ratified ILO Conventions domesticated
into law and policies that have been implemented;
and
(iii) ILO Conventions not signed and ratified and
reasons thereof.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Madam Speaker,

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
(i) Currently there are 15 ILO Conventions ratified by
Botswana including the eight (8) core conventions.
(ii) All the 15 conventions signed and ratified have
been domesticated and enacted into our national
laws and policies. However, more work is still
being done to align some sections of the labour
laws with the provisions of some conventions. To
this end, the Trade Disputes Bill will be tabled
during this Session of Parliament. Consultations
with stakeholders are ongoing with a view to
amending the Employment Act and the Trade
Unions and Employers’ Organizations Act.
(iii) There are 189 ILO Conventions which have not
been signed because of the following reasons;
••Inapplicability of some conventions to our situation
as a country.
••Inconsistencies between the provisions of the
conventions and our constitutions.
••Ongoing gap analysis between some conventions
and our current laws including the constitution in
order to decide on the way forward.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, thank you for your answer. I just wanted to
find out if you are currently in consultation with Trade
Unions, with a view to ratify more conventions?
MR BATSHU: Yes, we have intentions to ratify more
as applicable. That is the reason why I am referring
to some ongoing consultations or processes, the gap
analysis process in particular, where you look at what
the convention says and what your laws are saying, and
then establish the gap to determine whether it would be
easy or what challenge you will be facing once you sign
and ratify, then the challenges of domesticating. But
there are intentions. Thank you.
BEST PERFORMING GOVERNMENT
PARASTATAL DURING THE PAST FIVE
FINANCIAL YEARS
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Finance and Development
Planning:(i) to state the best performing Government parastatal
during the past five (5) Financial Years; and
(ii) whether the renewal of contracts for Chief
Executive Officers of parastatals are linked to
performance.
Hansard No 181
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MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MR MATAMBO): Good afternoon
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the best performing
Government parastatal in terms of financial analysis
ratios during the past five (5) financial years was the
Botswana Telecommunications Corporation (BTC).
For the past five (5) financial years from 2009/10 up
to 2013/14, BTC achieved a high profit margin of 18.3
per cent in 2009/10, 20.9 per cent in 2010/11, 19.9 per
cent in 2011/12, 19.9 per cent in 2012/13 and 0.009
per cent in 2013/14. The profit margin measured as a
percentage of Net Profit to Revenue (or Total Sales)
indicates a high margin of safety for BTC. Hence it is
up for privatisation.
The Corporation also maintained a moderate Return
on Assets of 9.9 per cent in 2009/10, 11.7 per cent in
2010/11, 9.9 per cent in 2011/12, 10.5 in 2012/13 and
0.006 per cent in 2013/14. This shows that BTC was using
its assets effectively to generate profits. Furthermore,
BTC had a low Debt to Equity ratio ranging from 0.4 in
2009/10 to 0.3 in 2013/14, suggesting that it had lower
risk involved for creditors and was financially stable.
BTC was considered, I am happy to say amongst a total
of four (4) parastatals, BTC included in the four, and
it came out top in terms of comparison on the basis
explained above.
ii Madam Speaker, the powers to appoint and renew
contracts of employment for Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) of Parastatal Organisations are vested with
their Parent Ministries and their Boards of Directors.
The CEOs report to, and are accountable to their
Ministers through the Board of Directors. At the time of
appointment, the CEOs sign contracts of employment
which set out clear performance objectives as well as their
duties and responsibilities. During their term of office,
they are evaluated on how well they have performed
their duties and responsibilities in accordance with their
contracts of employment. Renewal of contracts of CEOs
would, therefore, be on the basis of their performance or
competencies during their term of office.
iii. Finally Madam Speaker, my Ministry, through
Public Enterprises Evaluation and Privatisation Agency
(PEEPA) has also developed tools such as Shareholder
Compacts to assist in monitoring and evaluating
performance of Government Parastatals with a view to
holding the leadership of those organisations accountable
for performance in accordance with their Strategic and
Business Plans. The Strategic and Business Plans outline
key performance indicators and targets which have been
set for the respective Parastatals over a given period.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, I have been listening to
you attentively. With respect to the first question, are
you saying performance of parastatals is based on profit
margins on their financial positions? Thank you...
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MR MATAMBO): No, I did not mention
profit margins only. I said the performance is based on
the financial analysis of what they have achieved in
respect of profit, debt equity ratio and the return they
make both on their assets, revenues and equity. That is
what I said.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Maybe
to put in more succinctly and correctly, are you saying
the performance of parastatals is based on their financial
positions? Maybe I got it wrong when I said profit
margins.
MR MATAMBO: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank
you Honourable Member. No, the overall performance
is not just restricted to financial performance. That
is why at the end of the answer, I mentioned that my
Ministry through Public Enterprises Evaluation and
Privatisation Agency (PEEPA) has worked out what we
call shareholder compacts. Now shareholder compacts
go beyond financial performance. They even go in to
the mandate of what the parastatal has been established
for, in order to check whether the parastatal in addition
to financial performance is fulfilling the mandates for
which it has been established. Thank you.
RESTRICTION OF TRAFFIC FLOW CAUSED
BY THE ROUND-ABOUT AT GAME CITY MALL
MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
if he is aware that:(i) the round-about at Game City mall restricts traffic
flow and as such, causes unnecessary traffic
delays; and
(ii) there are no proper pedestrian entrances into Game
City that ensures the safety of the public.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Good afternoon Madam
Speaker. Good afternoon Moeti Junior Secondary
School children and teachers. I am happy that they have
visited us.
Madam Speaker,
i) My Ministry is aware that round-about at Game
City Mall restricts traffic flow. Conceptual

Thursday 3rd December, 2015
designs to upgrade Game City round-about into
grade separation with provision of segregation
of pedestrian movement are on-going and the
construction is expected on the next financial year.
ii) I am also aware that there are no proper pedestrian
entrances into Game City that ensure safety of the
public and as such the said intervention will easy
traffic flow and cater for the safe crossing of high
volume pedestrians going towards Game City
Mall.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I thank you Minister for that question. I just
want to appreciate Honourable Minister, how long does
the conceptual design take? I remember that the project
was supposed to take off by 2015, what has delayed
the take-off of these planned projects in terms of interchanges that were funded by World Bank for Gaborone?
Thank you.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, since they
did not ask me this question of how long does it take, I
cannot in certainty say how long it will take. I am happy
that somebody amongst us knows when it was supposed
to start. I was told that it is going to be constructed in
the next financial year but he will bear with me because
he is aware and I am not aware that there has been the
pending design. I am very sorry Madam Speaker I am
not able to respond to that one. Thank you very much.
PLANS TO BUILD A PRIMARY SCHOOL AT
MERITING WARD IN THE GHANZI TOWNSHIP
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development whether there are any plans to build
a primary school at Meriting Ward in the Ghanzi
Township; if so, how much is the budget.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker,
my Ministry has plans to construct a new primary school
at Meriting ward in Ghanzi through project proposals in
DDP8/NDP11 and the construction is estimated at BWP
56, 350,000.00.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
REGISTRATION OF PRIVATE PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development if private
primary and secondary schools are:-

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
(i) registered as companies, societies, trusts or
foundations;
(ii) subject to income tax, withholding tax and value
added tax;
(iii) subject to rates and levies from the local authorities;
and if parents for students at the above schools
have a grievance/complaint procedure if they are
unsatisfied with the performance or results of the
management or ownership of the school; if not,
when will such a procedure exist.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Madam
Speaker,
i) My Ministry currently has a total of 116 private
primary and secondary schools registered in
accordance with the provisions of the Education
Act Cap 58: 01 Part III Section 13-27. The Act
allows for schools to be registered as companies,
societies, trusts or foundations. A sample of 19
schools shows their registration status as follows:
No.

of

Company

Society

Trust

Foundation

14

3

2

0

Schools
19

(ii) Madam Speaker, the varying registration status
imply different tax category/ regimes as follows:
Registration

Tax Category/Regime

Status

V a l u e

Income

Withholding

Company

13

14

Added
0

Society

0

3

0

Trust

0

2

0

Foundation

0

0

0

iii) Madam Speaker, the private primary and
secondary schools are liable to rates to their local
Authorities and thus all the 19 sampled school pay
rates.
iv) Madam Speaker, the Education Act Cap 58:01
Part III provides for and thus requires that every
private primary and secondary school should
have a grievance/complaints procedure to
accommodate parents who would seek redress
from the school management. All the nineteen
(19) sampled schools have confirmed the presence
of both structure and regulation for this purpose.
Thank you.
Hansard No 181
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MR MZWINILA: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Speaker. Honourable Minister, since there
is such discrepancy in the registration status, where
some are paying income taxes and some are not, would
you not find it be easy to just have normalised and
regularised process of registering these private schools?
Thank you.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, I do not regard this
as a discrepancy per se because each institution will
choose the available regime on which to register. We
do encourage Trust registrations. If a community wants
to register a Trust and run a school for the benefit of
the community, it would be very difficult for us to say,
“no, do not register it as a Trust but rather register it as
company.” I believe we should be able to allow for this
diversity in terms of registrations. Thank you.
GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING CENTRE AT
NALEDI SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR K. P. MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Education and Skills Development
whether she is aware of the need for a Guidance and
Counselling Centre at Naledi Senior Secondary School;
if so, when will the Centre be availed.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I am aware of the need for a Guidance
and Counselling Centre in Naledi Senior Secondary
School
Madam Speaker, should funds be made available, it is
my wish that these dedicated centres be constructed
in all of our secondary schools to address social ills;
substance abuse and other related issues currently
bedevilling our education system.
However, currently some schools have converted
classrooms and other facilities which are used as
Guidance and Counselling Centres.
I thank you.
BUILDING OF HOSTELS FOR THE NEW
MPHUTHE JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR N. M. NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) When the hostels for the new Mphuthe Junior
Secondary School will be built;
(ii) Who takes care of boarding students when they
move from the old Mphuthe building to the new
Mphuthe building; if none, whether this is safe for
boarding students, especially girls.

8
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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. The hostels at new Mphuthe Junior
Secondary will be done right away as a project through
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP).
Madam Speaker, the boarding students at old Mphuthe
are under the Rural Area Development Programme
cared for by the Social and Community Development
Department of Letlhakeng Sub-District Council. The
school has a Matron and a Boarding Master who are
both under the employ of the District Council. These
officers provide guidance and care for the boarders on a
day to day basis.
The boarders currently walk the distance to the new
school and are advised to walk in groups for safety.
Thank you.
COVERING OF BOREHOLE EQUIPPING
BY LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT (LIMID)
PROGRAMME
MR N. M. NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): asked the
Minister of Agriculture why the Livestock Management
and Infrastructure Development (LIMID) programme
does not cover borehole equipping in integrated farming
since integrated farming includes livestock.
MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURE
(MR
RALOTSIA): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, the Livestock and Infrastructure Development
(LIMID) Programme does assist farmers practicing
integrated farming, provided the primary land use of
the programme is livestock production. LIMID does
not cover borehole equipping where primary land use
for the integrated farm is crop production. Moreover,
LIMID assist livestock farmers in communal grazing
area who own up to a maximum of 200 cattle with water
development (borehole purchase, drilling equipping or
reticulation). Thank you.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
PAYMENT OF UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA
TUITION FEES FOR STUDENTS SPONSORED
BY GOVERNMENT
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): asked
the Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) to confirm whether her Ministry has not paid the
University of Botswana tuition fees for students
sponsored by Government;
(ii) to state when the last payment by her Ministry to
the University was done; and

Thursday 3rd December, 2015

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

(iii) how this has affected the University and organs
such as the Student Representative Council (SRC)
which depend on the Subvention Fund that is accrued
from deductions on this very payment.

know the amount that was granted to the Ministry in
kind? What was the agreement? Was the agreement that
the amount would be paid back or it was agreed that it
would never be paid back?

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Thank
you Madam Speaker.

MR MOLAO: As the money was coming from the
Recurrent Budget and the University was not in any
deficit, there was no agreement of repaying hence the
said amount.

(i) My Ministry has not yet paid the University of
Botswana tuition fees for Semester 1, Academic
Year 2015/2016. Tuition fees are paid upon the
institution invoicing the Ministry for the current
students. The University of Botswana has not yet
submitted its invoice for Semester 1 of 2015/16
which began in August 2015. This will paid within
the 14 days turnaround time once the University
submits its invoices to the Ministry.
(ii) The last payments to the University in the form of
tuition were in November 2014.
(iii) For the 2015/2016 Financial Year, University of
Botswana was allocated a subvention of P704 000
000 payable quarterly in four equal instalments.
To date, P528 000 000 of the allocated amount
has been paid directly to the University. Our
understanding is that the SRC and other
University Organs running costs are funded from
the University subvention allocation. We do not
therefore believe that non-payment of the tuition
fees has in any way affected the university and its
organs such as the SRC.
Financial year 2014/2015, the University of Botswana
agreed to give the Ministry P477 450 920 45 only in
kind. That is allowing the Ministry to not release to
the University the same subvention allocation for 4th
quarter amounting to P178 675 000 00 only and tuition
for academic year amounting to P297 775 920 45 only.
The University was during financial year 2014/2015 not
in deficit and had been authorised to use its surplus and/
or reserve funds in case of any budgetary shortfall. The
funds given to the Ministry were from the Recurrent
Budget and therefore could not be refundable in the
following financial year. It should be noted that the
Ministry is at liberty to move and/or re-allocate funds
held by its parastatals should such need raise and with
due consultation.
The Ministry was not at any point aware of the demand
by the University Council to have the said funds repaid
to the university. Thank you.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want to

DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister
in the body of your answer, you were not made aware
of any demands from the University for the said amount
to be paid. So, it is your view that the University has
not in any way communicated with your Ministry that
they need the said amount. So, there is no issue with this
amount between you and the University?
MR MOLAO: As far as we are aware, there is no issue.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, I just want to appreciate
how the Reserve Fund accumulate? How did the
university manage to have surplus income? How was
this surplus income managed or spent moving forward?
MR MOLAO: It is a new and complicated question,
Madam Speaker. But I do not have the details as to how
they would have accumulated. The University in simple
terms get the money through salvation from the Ministry.
They also get tuition for the students accommodated,
some locally, some international students. They also
rent out their facilities, that is the halls of residence and
whichever facility they contract out and also research
from lecturers when they are paid, a certain percentage
goes to the university. So they do accumulate monies in
various ways and put it in their funds, so that they can
use it in their times of need.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 12 OF
2015: CONTROL OF GOODS, PRICES AND
OTHER CHARGES (PETROLEUM PRICES)
(AMENDMENT) (NO. 1) REGULATIONS, 2015.
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 51 OF 2015:
HOUSING FUND ORDER, 2015.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 76 OF 2015:
REGULATION OF MINIMUM WAGES ORDER,
2015.
(Minister of Labour and Home Affairs)
Hansard No 181
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STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 63 OF
2015: HYPOTHECATION (AUTHORISED
CREDITORS) (AMENDMENT) (NO. 4)
REGULATIONS, 2015.

to monitor this. For Government to send various teams
to assist these people because they cannot live anymore
with this situation. Thank you.

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S
SPEECH

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
you have to comply with Standing Order 50.2 and I am
told you have been advised to do so but you did not. We
will be waiting for you to come to the Speaker, sit down
and discuss your motion.

Motion

MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. I think I have

(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)

(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: The debate on this motion
is resuming. When the House adjourned yesterday,
Honourable Mzwinila was on the floor and he was left
with 19 minutes and 20 seconds.
MR MZWINILA (MMADINARE): Thank you
Honourable Speaker, as I was mentioning yesterday, I
observed…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I rise on a point of order because I have
a matter of urgent public importance to discuss in this
Parliament. Madam Speaker, I have submitted to your
office a motion that seeks Government to declare the
state of emergency due to shortage of water in Botswana
and Gaborone in particular. People are disabled. People
are visually impaired. People cannot eat. They cannot
visit the private rooms anymore and yet we are here
drinking water in Parliament that we did not request for
and those that are requesting for water, cannot get water.
I want Government to send trucks to Tlokweng, Nata,
Mogoditshane, Mmopane and Kumakwane villages
to go and provide water to those areas with immediate
effect because otherwise…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Point of order? Who said point
of order?
Silence.
MADAM SPEAKER: Proceed.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, I am humbly
requesting that you give this matter an urgent attention
because the Botswana nation is very confused, they do
not know where to dig water or where to get it. They
hire private toilets from the filling stations. They come
to town in the hotels to come and look for the private
rooms where they can relieve themselves. This situation
cannot be accepted and I ask you Madam Speaker, to do
an honest thing to this nation, to allow this Parliament
to discuss this water issue. I want the Minister, Mr
Mokaila to set up a task force of Government officials
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complied with those requirements, all that I am
waiting for is action by those who know that the
people out there are suffering. Because the Speaker
herself and the Deputy Speaker, are the only ones
having water in Botswana, whereas people are
suffering. So if they do not care about the situation,
I am not going to ask for their permission. I am
sorry to say this Madam, I have filed a motion,
your Deputy has said to me, ‘go and pray to Mr
Mokaila to give you permission to submit your
motion’, and I said ‘no’.

I repeated again that I do not pray to false idols. Madam
Speaker, this country needs water now, not tomorrow.
The issue of water Madam Speaker I am not going to let
it go, every day I will be tabling it just like I am doing,
because it is a state of emergency when people do not
have water and nothing is done about it.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, point taken Honourable
Moswaane. It is not true that you spoke to my Deputy
Speaker, I spoke to him yesterday, so he has stated that
you never came to see him and now that he is absent
and I am here, I will request that you come to my
office. You will remember that even on Monday I asked
you to come to my office, instead you went to Duma
FM. Honourable Kablay is my witness, because I had
requested the two of you to come and you did not. I am
still waiting.
MR MOSWAANE: On a Point of Order Madam
Speaker. The Deputy Speaker is a professional liar. He
is the one who received my motion. You madam too,
I have never been to Duma FM and I am not going to
allow to be abused. You are playing games when people
are suffering. I am saying to you Madam Speaker of this
House to be Honourable, let this House decide on the
matter of water, because everyone else is not managing.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, point taken but you are
out of order when you say my Deputy Speaker is a
professional liar. Withdraw those words. You cannot
talk like that about my Deputy Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, the Deputy
Speaker as far as I am concerned, he is a blue liar.
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HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): On a Point of Order Madam Speaker. Thank
you very much Madam Speaker. I rise on a point of order
because I am convinced that this House is seriously out
of order and you need to put order back into it. There
is no Honourable Member who has a right or privilege
of desecrating the rules and the sense of decorum that
this House has decided will be used at all times and will
apply at all times. To use Un-Parliamentary language in
the House and to refuse an order of instruction from the
Speakership, which order is calculated and intended to
bring back integrity and repute, decorum into the House
is most Un-Parliamentary. I ask you therefore Madam
Speaker to make a final ruling on this matter and take
the necessary action.

MR BOKO: On a Point of Order Madam Speaker.
Thank you very much Madam Speaker. I think we need
to be very careful. In the English language “a lie” is an
untruth deliberately told. If a person says something
untruth which they know to be untrue they say it all the
same, expecting those to whom it is told to believe it, in
the English language it is called “a lie”. It is colourless,
it is not insulting. So we need to be very clear because
if we restrictively interpret the Standing Orders we
run the risk of restricting members’ ability to speak in
this House. A member believes the other Honourable
Member told an untruth deliberately. He is entitled in the
English language to call it a lie. It would be singularly
improper to seek to call him to order for using just that
word. That would be my submission to the House.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order, order. Honourable
Moswaane, Standing Order 57.4 reads, “It shall be out
of order to use offensive and insulting language about
members of the Assembly”. Please withdraw what you
said about the Deputy Speaker when you said he is a
professional liar. Are you standing?

MADAM SPEAKER: I want to say my Deputy
Speaker is not a professional liar as already insinuated.
Honourable
Moswaane
withdraw.
Honourable
Molatlhegi is not a professional liar and and when I was
talking to him yesterday, I believed his word. He is not
a professional liar.

MR MOSWAANE: I stood on your instruction.

MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, Honourable
Molatlhegi asked me to turn my motion into a Minister’s
Question Time thing, which I did not agree to, because
the Minister’s Question Time will not solve this problem.
So you believed him because you sit in the same office
with him. So I believe that he is putting Botswana into
danger and lying to you.

MADAM SPEAKER: Switch off your microphone.
Okay now you can stand.

MADAM SPEAKER: Even though I had asked him,
the Clerk…

MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, can the
Parliamentary Counsel explain to us the meaning of a lie.
If somebody lies to this House or lies to me he is lying, it
is not an insult, and it is not an offensive language. You
can interpret it this way, I am not insulting anybody, I
am explaining a situation and he is not telling the truth,
he is telling a lie, simple as that.

MR MOSWAANE: Bring him here then…

MR MOSWAANE: I thought you said I should
withdraw Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member, are you
standing up?

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane I asked
you to withdraw.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam, not this one, no over
my dead body, because I know I am talking of water
shortage and there is nothing that is going to replace that
problem. Even if I can withdraw that, it will not help
Batswana. So I am not going to withdraw that because
I did not use offensive language or insult anybody. I am
saying the Deputy Speaker lied to you, in simple terms,
not offensive, not insulting anybody. I do not think it is
parliamentary for us to refuse to give Batswana water.
That is what I am simply asking for and I do not cause
any damage to the decorum of this House. It is in order
Madam Speaker, I am simply asking for water.

MADAM SPEAKER: No do not talk. The Clerk also
asked him this morning and when we met she indeed
confirmed to me that Honourable Moswaane did not see
the Deputy Speaker as we had requested him to. I do not
think he can lie to me and the Clerk as well. So I do not
agree with that statement. Please withdraw.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam, today is today, I am
prepared to die for this issue and being sent out of this
House means nothing to me. Do not ever try that one,
because I will remove you from your seat.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He says he wants to
remove you from your seat.
MR MOSWAANE: Yes, because people are not having
water and we are pulling dirty tricks. I am not ready for
that one. I will ask for votes against you Madam Speaker,
because you are failing to facilitate for a simple thing.
Let the House talk about this matter and we resolve it.
Hansard No 181
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That is what I am asking for. Let us stop questions. Let
us stop playing this. Batswana do not have water. That
is the simplest thing and Molatlhegi has water, you
have water and the Deputy Clerk has water and you talk
amongst yourselves. I wrote you a letter demanding for
this thing and you say that; I talk to this one and that
one; how many lies are they going to tell you? You are
their boss, they can lie to you out of fear.
MADAM SPEAKER: I am waiting for you to come
to my office. Someone said point of procedure. I do
not know whether you still want to stand on a point of
procedure Honourable Goya.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I only wanted
to say that, the Honourable Member has pointed out
his concerns but what is important is for this House to
continue with the debate. What he is asking for cannot
be resolved now. Since we have this 20 minutes break
at 4 o’clock, I am just seeking your indulgence Madam
Speaker if you could call the Honourable Member to
your office over that short break and discuss this thing
and put it to rest once and for all. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: I have asked him several times
to come to my office, to no avail. So, if he agrees, I will
ask him to meet me at my office tomorrow.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order, maybe for
the last time. I do not think we can ignore an urgent
matter and sit here and answer questions. I do not think
that is important to me. I have asked you Madam that
this House must discuss this issue of water shortage.
The disabled cannot walk to Gaborone and the visually
impaired cannot come to Gaborone Sun to ask for
private rooms. I am saying let us attend to this matter,
send trucks and Jojo tanks to wherever. We have the
monies, this country has the resources. Just honour that
truth, we should not even go for five minutes before we
resolve this. Why can we not say to this House; what can
we do and we resolve. Members can make comments
and help me or say; Moswaane, you are talking rubbish,
leave this matter, people are okay. But we are saying
that, let us go and meet after tea, we should not even go
for tea because other people do not have water for bread,
mealie meal or whatever.
The truth of the matter Madam Speaker is that, just
let Members of Parliament appreciate this matter, talk
it over and finish it. We would have done Batswana
justice. Right now, nobody can move forward or
backward because Batswana do not have water. People
were drinking water from the river yesterday.
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People are buying 5 litres of water to use in toilets. When
Botswana Government has spent billions of money,
people are switching off pumps. People are doing as
they please at Water Utilities. The Director or the Chief
Executive Officer must retire now...
MADAM SPEAKER: We heard you!
MR MOSWAANE: Of course, the Chief Executive
Officer must retire now. He is not doing his job and
this country is facing problems. If we save the Chief
Executive Officer, somebody else will lose their job.
MR GOYA: Procedure. Madam Speaker, we want to
request Honourable Moswaane through you Madam
Speaker that, it is not like we do not want to listen to his
issue as Members of Parliament but in this House there
is a procedure that we all need to follow. That procedure
is that, if there is a matter of urgent importance, it must
first be submitted to your office and you as the Speaker
must decide on that matter. So my little request to
Honourable Moswaane through you like I said, is why
can we not use this 4 o’clock window, 20 minutes for
him to submit his written motion to your office...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is there!
MR GOYA: Then you take a decision on that because
you told us that you have not received the motion as we
speak.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: The motion is there!
MR GOYA: So, there is no way that we can debate this
motion in this House when it has not been submitted to
your office Madam Speaker. I thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Goya, thank you
very much. Yesterday I said I have not seen Honourable
Moswaane’s motion at all. But this morning, like you
heard me say, I spoke to my Deputy, I heard the officers
talking about it and they showed it to me that he gave
it to them and they told him that Standing Order 50.2
requires you to see the Speaker, which is what he has not
done yet, and therefore that is what I have been waiting
for.
It is just to follow the procedure and come to me, we
have allowed his urgent motions here. I wonder what
makes him think we will refuse. What is it that makes
him refuse to come to my office so that we may talk? If
you say you spoke to Deputy Speaker, it is fine but the
Deputy Speaker is not here, come to me so that we may
talk, not now.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Last week I went
to Mr Molatlhegi’s office personally, I did not send
anybody and by that time you were not in Botswana. He
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was the then Speaker of this House. We must be careful
of that information because whatever he does, if he does
not do things right, you will be in for it. So, I have met
Honourable Molatlhegi who has advised me, “please go
and see the Honourable Minister, discuss it and if he
wants you to debate the motion, you can then come to
me”. I refused that part of the advice! Madam Speaker,
I am not going to move from office to office, I have got
other things to do. The motions were received and your
officers have confirmed to you that the office that side is
not functioning. They have had the motions for the past
week and this is the second week. We cannot allow this
to happen.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: So, I have submitted the motion
Honourable Goya. I did not omit any procedure. I am just
being troubled because I want this matter to be resolved.
To some other people water crisis is an advantage but to
me it is not. I represent the poor and the voiceless, and
that is my job. Thank you.
MR GOYA: Procedure. Madam Speaker, this House is
being held at ransom and may I move that we adjourn
and go to the General Assembly to discuss this matter
and put it to bed with...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We are not going there.
MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: The important thing is for
Honourable Moswaane to come and see me as the
Standing Order says. I do not know what makes him
think I will refuse his motion. We will bring it, it can
come even tomorrow, there is no problem. So, why is
he refusing to come to my office so that we may talk?
If he spoke with my Deputy, we will attend to that one
when my Deputy comes. All I know at this moment
is that, Deputy Speaker told me he has never come to
him. If you however say you spoke with him, there is
no problem, we will attend to it when he comes back.
Come and see me, even on Monday I said come to my
office and you did not. Maybe if you came, we could
have discussed your motion and maybe by now we
would have debated it. So if we adjourn now yet I said
he should come see me, why is he not coming to me?
The motion can even come tomorrow. It all depends on
him coming to me and we talk according to the Standing
Orders. There is no one who is immune to following the
Standing Orders.
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MR B. G. BUTALE: Point of order. It seems as if we are
going to prolong this issue unnecessarily. Earlier I heard
Honourable Moswaane saying that was his last point of
order. Right now he is sitting down, I was requesting
that we continue with the debate Madam Speaker.
Unfortunately it seems we are going to be delayed by
those who wanted to hitch a ride on it. I request that we
continue Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Let me get this first; Honourable
Moswaane, are we agreeing that you will come to my
office?
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, I have never
refused to come to your office.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, but you did not come on
Monday when I asked you to?
MR MOSWAANE: On Monday I was angry with you,
and we were not going to discuss this matter, it was
another matter.
MADAM SPEAKER: So, you will come to my office?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: He said that.
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
I believe that this House is out of order especially that
it sets a wrong precedence. Earlier on you requested
Honourable Moswaane to withdraw because you felt
he insulted someone. He refused and you did not do
anything about it. Honourable Leader of Opposition
took the floor in his measured eloquence trying to
explain what a lie means. And the same token you did
not make a ruling on that.
Madam Speaker, does it mean that if I do the same thing
by calling someone a liar and you order me to withdraw
and I do not do so, you are going to do the same thing
that you did with Honourable Moswaane? I want to
understand that because I strongly believe that in the
absence of making any ruling to that effect, this House
would be totally out of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, these are
two different cases. I will handle this case at my office.
I want us to proceed to save time.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Thank you
very much Madam Speaker. I believe very strongly
in the rules and I believe in the rules being applied
equally and equitably to every member of this House.
I want to express my disappointment that you have
made numerous rulings today which were completely
Hansard No 181
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disregarded by an Honourable Member, and you did
not take any action. Madam Speaker, what pains me is
that we were in this very same House when a motion
was bought on an urgent basis on the same subject, and
the same Honourable Member was part of those who
threw it out of the floor. Now he is holding the whole
House at ransom. And I do not know whether this is the
precedence we are setting that tomorrow if I feel very
strongly about a certain issue I can come here and hold
this House at ransom for days. I think you need to take
action. I know that you are able to take action because I
am a living witness; I was thrown out of this House for
the same motion. So, I do not think that the Honourable
Member can now delay the progress of this House and
be allowed to do it. It is either you allow him to debate
the motion or if he is now stopping us from proceeding,
he should be thrown out. Thank you very much.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, let us
proceed please. I will handle Honourable Moswaane at
my office.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, that is not the right
way to do it.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, come
back and sit down!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: No, sit down Honourable
Moswaane. I have told you that this is a problematic
person. I will wait for him to come back, and I will take
the necessary action.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you Madam Speaker. I am so embarrassed, I am
even wondering if members of the ruling party are going
to have it easy in this House. This Honourable Member,
Moswaane, had disrespected this Honourable House
in many ways; willingly, if it were a member from
the opposition he would not have spent five minutes.
Honourable Member of Parliament, Honourable Butale,
did not even take 10 minutes, the police were sent to
kick him out. He did not insult anyone, he did not even
insult a Minister, he called a minister an idle Minister,
then laughed and we left him. The Vice President even
left because the Honourable Member is on his faction.
We know that he is afraid of him and he wanted you to
take action. How can you allow this? Why did you allow
it? One Member of Parliament, 35 minutes holding us at
ransom with the same motion. Can you just take action,
we are also human. Batswana can also see that the BDP
is oppressing the opposition while they have their cake
and eat it. No, this is not right!
MADAM SPEAKER: He has come back. Honourable
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Moswaane, your colleagues are telling the truth, if you
do not withdraw, you will have to excuse us, Standing
Order 60.
MR MOSWAANE: I will gladly go, on behalf of the
rest of the people who do not have water of Botswana,
and I want to remind you of something, Honourable
Mokgware referred to Billy as irresponsible, you did
not take any action.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, I am on
the floor, if you stand up while I am on the floor…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: You took the floor, but if you do
that again you will leave this House. Stand and withdraw
and do not mention those people you are talking about.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker I was telling the
truth, so I cannot withdraw, I will rather go outside,
simple.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, please
leave!
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you and give water to
Batswana, simple.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Members, let me have your attention, let us proceed.
Honourable Moswaane has left so, I think we can
proceed. Honourable Mzwinila still has 19 minutes and
20 seconds to debate. Honourable Mzwinila proceed.
MR MZWINILA (MMADINARE): Thank you
Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes! Honourable Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I think that you cannot leave Honourable
Moswaane’s issues like you just did.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, you are
out of order because I made a ruling on that, you are out
of order.
MR NKAIGWA: I want to talk to you.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, take your seat. If you are
still talking about that, I have made a ruling and I threw
him out and we are not going to go back to it. Can you
please take your seat?
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, you have made
several rulings
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MADAM SPEAKER: How do you know? Are you a
prophet?

built is the bridge between Tobane and Tshokwe villages;
that unfortunately I did not see in the President’s State of
the Nation Address. The other issue that was in the State
of the Nation Address which I would like to outline is
with regard to agriculture. For some time now we have
been promised a Foot and Mouth Disease Buffer Zone
between …

MR NKAIGWA: Yes, I mean what should we do
Madam Speaker?

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, check the
quorum first.

MADAM SPEAKER: We will see if he will come and
then we will deal with him if he does that.

MR MZWINILA: We have been promised a Foot and
Mouth Disease Buffer Zone area or Cordon between
my constituency and Zimbabwe. I think that going
forward, we have to ensure in some manner, especially
through the ESP project or programme that these Foot
and Mouth Disease Control Buffer Zone Farms which
actually come from National Development Plan (NDP)
9 and NDP 10 are actualised in some manner.

MR NKAIGWA: I am saying Honourable Moswaane
is going to come here again tomorrow and do the same
thing.

MR NKAIGWA: I am saying, what should we do
going forward?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, sit down Honourable
Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA: No, Madam Speaker listen to me,
I think I have a right to speak just like Honourable
Moswaane was speaking.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, we have
talked about Honourable Moswaane‘s case and we are
done. If he can repeat the same thing, we will deal with
him.

Also from perusal of His Excellency’s speech there
was mention of the village infrastructure development,
and in my constituency we have serious deficiencies
or serious problems in terms of lacking infrastructure
in our villages, such as in Mmadinare. For a long
time we have been told that the Rural Administration
Centre (RAC) is coming, we were once told that we are
number 3 on the line for the RAC. So we also wish to
ensure that such developments actually do arrive in our
village. We have been promised internal roads and we
have been promised from NDP 9 actually a sewerage
system because in the whole constituency all toilets are
either pit latrines or septic tanks, and I think that doing
forward there should be a manner in which the sewerage
system…

MR NKAIGWA: You did not give us an opportunity to
also air our views.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable De Graaff, we will
not be quorated if you go.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Do not sit down as well.

MR MZWINILA: There should be a way in which the
sewerage system is developed in the village. Also in
Sefhophe and Maokatuma we were promised internal
roads, we were promised a Service Centre. I think it is
important that these developments do arrive expeditiously
in those villages. As part of rural industrialisation, if we
are going to have a policy about rural industrialisation,
we require these villages to be industrialised and the
manner in which they will be industrialised is through
the provision of adequate infrastructure. Selebi Phikwe
region has been earmarked as a Special Economic
Zone in terms of the mining industry or the mining
beneficiation industry and also in terms of how to create
an industry in metallurgical sciences and engineering. I
think going forward, some of these industries should not
be located just in the town of Selebi Phikwe but some
of them should be located in the neighbouring villages,

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes, she gave him 30
minutes.
MR NKAIGWA: If somebody is going to be holding
us at ransom, when we want to speak we are denied the
opportunity, why should we entertain the debate in this
House, if there are certain people who have more rights
than others?

MR NKAIGWA: This is why I am saying allow me to
speak. It is so unfortunate Madam Speaker that we find
ourselves in this situation, everytime when we come to
this House somebody starts raising their complaints and
you are not taking any action. That is the reason why
I am standing that, even tomorrow this shall happen.
What are you going to do Madam Speaker? I think you
have powers, more powers that you can use Madam
Speaker to drive this House so that it maintains its value.
I thank you.
MR MZWINILA (MMADINARE): Thank you
Honourable Speaker. As I was speaking, in the
President’s State of the Nation Address, he did mention
some developmental issues regarding our roads. I just
want to point out that one of the bridges that need to be
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because it is important to industrialise the whole region
if we are going to be serious in terms of ensuring that we
do manage to industrialise the region.
We have also been promised the tarring of the road
between the villages of Mmadinare and Robelela.
Unfortunately I did not see this in the State of the Nation
Address, but I assume that going forward, presumably
in NDP 11, such a road would exist.
Now, those of us from Damochujenaa, we have problems
of water. Now I am going to talk about water. In a village
of Damochujenaa we have serious water problems, our
boreholes which were supplying our village dried up I
think it was last year and we are on a system of getting
water through bowser trucks. But unfortunately now
and then the bowser trucks break down. In the State
of the Nation Address there was mention of certain
interventions which are going to be done in terms of
the water sector. What I did not hear is about the Serule
Water Cluster Project. I heard that different projects are
going to be done, but I did not hear about the Serule Water
Cluster Project. Now that creates a problem and I am
going to be coming to the House every meeting talking
about how we have a problem of water in Mmadinare
village because the issue of water there is emotional. We
are emotional about water because we are right next to
Letsibogo Dam and Dikgatlhong Dam. So whenever we
have water problems in Mmadinare village when we are
in the middle of the two biggest dams in the country, it
gets a lot of emotional responses from my constituents.
I would like the Honourable Minister to remember the
Serule Water Cluster Project going forward because in
my perusal of the State of the Nation Address, it was not
mentioned. The problem with the water supply in the
village of Mmadinare is that when Mmadinare Senior
Secondary School was established, it was not facilitated
that the school will require as much water as the whole
village of 17 000 people requires. Thus going forward,
I would like to appeal to the Honourable Minister to
include the Serule Water Cluster Project as one of the
priority project in terms of ensuring that adequate water
supply is obtained by all in my constituency.
The other area which I would like to talk about is
in terms of how we as a nation will benefit from the
Economic Stimulus Programme. I think that going
forward; one of the principles which should be explained
or part of the principles of the ESP is Citizen Economic
Empowerment (CEE). I think that the industries, the
construction companies, the related industries which are
going to be…
MR KEORAPETSE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Member, I wanted to know; how
we are going to explain this ESP to the constituents?
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It looks like people are expecting a lot from it in that,
even at the bars somebody will be saying give me a
case of beer I will see you when the stimulus project
is implemented. So with that high expectation, how do
you explain this programme to your constituents?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Member. I
will explain the ESP in two ways; it is an intervention
that is there in terms of human development, expansion
of our economy, stimulating the expansion of our
economy. The other aspect of the ESP is in terms of
economic diversification. So what the ESP is doing is
that, if you look at our expenditure as a government
or as a country, you will always find that about 26 per
cent of our expenditure is towards the Development
Budget and around 74 per cent is to the Recurrent
Budget. Now what the ESP is aiming to do in very
simple terms is to increase the proportion or percentage
of Development Budget by increasing the amount of
money that is available to facilitate the Developmental
Budget and facilitate the fast tracking of infrastructural
developments which would aid in terms of ensuring
that the sustainable development goals of the United
Nations (UN) are actualised. Now the thing with the
Stimulus Package is that once you stimulate it, you have
to maintain it.
The second part of the ESP is how do we maintain
the stimulation of increasing the proportion of the
Development Budget. The way you do that is to ensure
that there is a horizontal widening, a micro economic
widening of the revenue base. In other words, diversifying
the economy. So what we have to do or understand is
that ESP is the horizontal or micro economic deepening
whereby you are ensuring that all the households have a
share of the national cake in terms of the how to ensure
that the micro household level, the impact of ESP is felt
financially and in terms of legislature and policies and
also how you horizontally expand the economy. So, I
will explain that in Setswana at the Kgotla meetings this
month Honourable Colleagues.
Now moving on, what I would like to talk about in
conclusion is how the ESP Programme will add value in
terms of ensuring the sustainability over the economy.
We are heading towards the contraction of the economy
because of our net revenue earners such as diamonds and
copper having a downfall and the Tourism Industry also
projected to suffer some sort of setback within the next
couple of years, the best thing to do is to see how you can
stimulate the economy in terms of the developmental
part of the economy and infrastructural development
aspects of the economy. What we are trying to arrive at
is that going forward, we have an economy where the
expenditure is a bit more balanced between the recurrent
expenditure and the developmental expenditure because
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most of the time, you find human development through
the proportion of the expenditure of a country that its
target towards the developmental expenditure in terms
infrastructure development and programmes which aim
to utilize or maximise the issues of the infrastructural
development.
Let me give two examples in Health and Education
because if you look at most of the projects, they go
into the Health and the Education Sectors. If you are
aware Honourable Colleagues, part of the sustainable
development goals is looking at how we empower and
enhance the Health and Education Sectors. There are
infrastructural issues in terms of how to capacitate the
Education and Health Sectors. We also need to have
legislature and policies in place in terms of how once
you provide the infrastructure, what programmes are in
place in order to maximise that infrastructure.
As I said yesterday, I will leave some time for my
Honourable Colleagues and thus yield Honourable
Speaker.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I have been waiting for a
very long time. Let me take this opportunity to thank
you Madam Speaker. We are happy that you are in
good health, you went away while Parliament was in
session and you came back while we are still on Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker I think that as a mother, you
do not know how your children will turn out; will he be
good or bad.
What I can say is…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Molao, come back
and check the quorum.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam, take every situation in
this House as it is.
I want to start by congratulating and welcoming Kgosi
Lotlamoreng II. I welcome him as a Botswana’s
Member of Parliament. Honourable Members going for
elections is not something new; when there is a vacant
seat, different political parties compete for that seat. I
am a veteran when it comes to politics and I am about
to retire, we know that if there is a vacant seat; whether
a person passes away or resigns, we compete for it. Due
to our small population in Botswana, we know that if
one wins, that Member of Parliament is for the whole of
Botswana. I am happy for the political party which won;
if you win a seat as a party you should be elated.
In conclusion Honourable Member we welcome you as
a representative here. I was one of the people who were
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always at Goodhope for about four days campaigning
against you; I was campaigning for Charma Boy.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: He was not voted. Barolong
spoke and voted for you. I would like to thank you
Kgosi, you came here with a leadership spirit. I have
worked with you at Ntlo ya Dikgosi. When you arrived
there was so much commotion because we wanted to
vote him back to his former post, I then realise that
if Honourable Boko could have come well in time he
could have searched for loopholes in the law. When
he arrived there was so much confusion. Since you
and Honourable Bathobakae had submitted a name,
despite the commotion, you still came forward to vote.
When most of your comrades failed to vote, the Clerk
called your name and you came forward to vote. I liked
your statement when you said “I recommended and I
shall vote”. You exercised your right. That is the exact
leadership you were voted for, that is why Honourable
Members here travelled to campaign for you. I was
there when Honourable Boko’s helicopter landed in
Goodhope, campaigning for you so that you can become
a leader; a leader of the nation.
Let me congratulate the lady for her bravery. The lady
got two votes from the two of you that is what we
think. Maybe from a different person because you are
a Morolong so, you could have voted for a Morolong
although we are not sure because a ballot is a secret.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: I welcome you with those words
Honourable Kgosi. Even Honourable Molale is back,
let us welcome him too Honourable Members, we have
done well. That is how democracy works; majority
rules, even if he resigned and came back we still voted
for him Honourable Members.
I was talking to my colleague recently about their
constitution as the Botswana Movement for Democracy
(BMD) because ours is similar to the one for Botswana
National Front (BNF), he said we are only democratic
when we want to exercise the President’s powers and
they are better than us. I replied and said, “As long
as the party agreed and we agreed as Members of the
party that….” We were with a Member of the BNF, who
agreed with me that that is how democracy works. We
voted for Honourable Molale let us accept that.
Before I proceed, there are some people I would like to
thank Madam Speaker. I go on trips, I am a veteran in
politics and old age is creeping in, I am sick. When we
travelled to Vietnam I got injured. I would like to thank
Honourable Ndaba Gaolathe, you were there Madam
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Speaker, Ms Barbara Dithapo and Honourable Boko.
My nurse at Hong Kong made sure he brings me food,
carries my luggage, and that is Honourable Gaolathe. I
would like to praise him because he knows how to treat
elders.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: I travelled with them. I would
like to thank them, I do not know if it might rub some
people off the wrong way. I travelled with them when
you were not there Madam Speaker; I was well taken
care off. I travelled with Honourable Boko to South
Africa; I was pleasantly taken aback by their behaviour.
He took Honourable Gaolathe’s place; he carried my
luggage, when I take a seat he would move and say “sit
here Mma T I know that you are sick.” They call me
Mma T when I am with them. I see this as respect. In
our leadership, we do not look at the party that one is
affiliated with. I also went with them to Geneva and they
did the same thing, taking care of me and I want to thank
you for that respect Honourable Members.
That is why recently when Honourable Nkaigwa said
‘an old woman’; I said there are those who know that
old women are taken care of. I thank you my children.
I am not talking about Ms Dithapo because she also
checked on me even when I was sleeping, asking how
I was, rather I am talking of people whom belong to
different political parties. They showed me that passion
and really defined what a compassionate and united
nation is. That is not something that I can come here and
pretend as if they have not done anything good to me.
I ask them to impart that spirit to others. Some of us
grew up in politics and sometimes when we talk we just
say anything like I recently asked someone across the
aisle where his grandmother is, I ask him to forgive him
because his grandmother has never said anything to me.
So I urge the leadership on that side to advise them
because the way a member of a society or a child
behaves is linked to the society or the parent. So, if
someone does that to us especially to me, I will soon
destroy their happiness because I know where almost all
of you come from. I wanted to caution you.
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President of the Republic of Botswana. Honestly, my
counterparts on the other side still want to rule and when
someone shouts here that there is no water, they can
laugh because they do not have problems. Even when
they get sad, they cannot feel like the President who
has been given the leadership. It is not like he is able
to sleep. We have seen Masire and Mogae resigning,
this is a mammoth task. When someone leads a nation,
we should feel for that person as Batswana. He is not a
leader of his party, but everybody.
That is why whenever there is an issue; it will be blamed
on the BDP. We are better because we are under him. He
is the Head and whenever there are problems, they are
directed to him. I thank him because even though he is
in the midst of issues, he managed to come up with a
speech and presented to the nation. It is a delicate matter
that one would not know how to deal with; if he had
not addressed the nation or read the past speech, there
could be many issues and it could be known worldwide
that President Khama has failed to give a State of the
Nation Address. It could be all over and even the BBC
would broadcast that. Let us congratulate him for being
there even in the midst of all tribulations. Leadership
has challenges.
Of late when the President of the Botswana Movement
for Democracy (BMD) was not around, a small issue
led to a conflict and I think maybe they should amend
their constitution. Everybody was at liberty to do what
they wanted and when the President came back, he was
served with letters by the Secretary. There are disparities
in every party and conflict is always there.
Botswana National Front (BNF) is calm. We know it
was always surrounded by disputes and Honourable
Boko has really tried to calm those. Now our children
whom we had taught very well have taken over and are
doing a mess. It is not like they are at peace, we heard
some people being exposed that they were sponsored
with P200 000 during elections and currently driving
a luxurious car that was bought for them by certain
Bakgatla people, these are signs that all is not well.
Wherever people are, there will always be issues.

Now getting onto the President`s State of the Nation
Address, the President should not think that I will be
afraid to talk about these people because at times when
we talk, we are labelled as ‘old’. I am old member of the
Botswana Democratic Party and these are my children
in the party. I raised Honourable Boko in Xhosa, he
knows. He is my son and I know him very well.

I want to say that we should appreciate that His
Excellency the President is in trouble. Just a small case
results in conflicts and back biting. The only person I
respect is Honourable Gaolathe, quiet and cool. He is
one Member of Parliament who is always calm, but he
has got brains. I cannot dispute that these things all go
back to him because we can see that others are all out to
cause trouble.

I am thankful for His Excellency`s speech. It is long
and let me advise Honourable Members that this is the

I am thankful that President Khama has managed to
present the State of the Nation Address that we can all
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discuss. I do not blame those who feel it is impossible.
These are the suggestions that he has made. Had he not
said anything, what were you going to oppose? Nothing.
Instead, we could be saying that we do not have a
President. He has made his presentation and there are
those who are making suggestions; that is democracy.

Bibles are different these days, there are ones written
in Kalanga, Sekgalagadi and so on. Back in the day we
only knew a bible that was written in Hebrew and the Y
was written as EA.

Right now, I am hoping that my constituency will benefit
from the Stimulus Package; the Dibete-Machaneng and
Shakwe-Parr`s Halt roads. I am expecting these roads to
be done and schools that need to be maintained should
be. Kudumatse Health Post should be upgraded to a
clinic. Electricity in Dovedale...

MS TSHIRELETSO: I will yield especially since he
is Pastor, but let me conclude this part. The intention is
not to sever relations. I like the Pope because he is an
open person, I google him a lot. To some people what he
said was a sin. When someone asked if he allows such
people in church, he answered simply by saying, “who
am I to judge?” He said there is no one who should
judge on earth but the rightful judge is coming. The day
is coming when Pastors’ bad deeds will be shown in
broad daylight. Thank you let me sit and listen to him.

MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of Clarification. Thank you very much Honourable
Colleague, thank you Honourable Speaker. I want to
talk about the Parr`s Halt road. When you talk about this
road, people think that you are talking about the road
to Mookane. Are you talking about the road that passes
through Mookane-Machaneng up to Martin`s Drift
border, through the production zone of the Tuli Block?
It makes it easier and cheaper for the produce that
comes from that area, and quicker to come to the market
in Gaborone where 30 per cent of what we currently
consume is produced. Or am I confused?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Actually what the Honourable
Member is saying is that this road is going to the
production zones. It will reduce the accidents that we
see happening on the A1 road. People in Honourable
Malesu`s constituency transport goods and they will
be using the Parr`s Halt, Martin`s Drift and Plaatjan
roads. From your constituency, it will go to Honourable
Maele`s constituency, to Mmadinare, Selebi-Phikwe and
Bobonong. So, if this road can be constructed, it would
benefit Batswana. Like Let me now move on to other
issues concerning the speech Honourable Members.
I want to thank Pope Francis mainly because he is one
of those important people and he has earned himself a
nickname, ‘the coolest Pope.’ He got the name during
one of his speeches when he stated that the church
should think about the different people living in the
society and he mentioned divorcees, those people who
had done abortions and the Gays. The journalists in turn
attacked him and asked if he tolerated gay priests in
his church and he asked them, “Who am I to judge?”
He continued to say when one meets a gay person why
must they make a distinction; they should not judge that
person.
I want to thank him because in the history of the Roman
Catholic Church such issues were not discussed. He
is therefore someone who moves with the times and
appreciates that even the church needs to change. Even

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MR B. BUTALE: On a point of clarification. I wanted to
ask the Honourable Member if he does not see the truth
in the words of the Pope that he is not the one to judge
since his church is full of Paedophiles. So how can a
person leading such an organization be judgmental? Do
you not think that it could be the reason he chooses not
to judge but to accept everyone?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I actually appreciate him and
I do not know a lot about what you are talking about
because I am not catholic. What I like about him is that
we used to know that one cannot divorce if they are
catholic and if one has ever committed abortion they
were not welcome in the church. We also knew that
being gay was not tolerated within the church but he
is open about such issues. I am not saying that I will
be talking about them today but I wanted to bring that
to your attention. I wanted to thank him for all that he
said. What he said that I really liked is when he stated
that a person was made in the image of God and that is
why he is asking how it is that we can judge people in
the likeness of God. He continued to state that if those
people have sinned it is not me who shall judge them.
It is not that these people are such big sinners but there
are people who have done worse whom we can mention.
I want to talk about other groups of people that we
live with in Botswana. I am done with that one about
the Pope. There are other people who are born with
sexual reproductive organs for both men and women
and normally in such occurrences parents without the
advice of a doctor may decide whether they raise that
baby as a girl or a boy. They may end up calling the
baby Betty and when she grows up they might now
develop physiologically as a male and that person might
end up calling themselves Benny. That person will lead
a difficult life and I am appealing to Honourable Batshu
and Honourable Malesu to look into a law regarding this
issue.
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When that person is now grown up and is called Betty
whilst it would be most suitable to call him Benny, upon
scrutiny and when noting the muscular arms and a beard
people will then decide that he is man. Honourable
Makgato there is one individual who once had their
parents called because they were being accused of
having stolen somebody else’s identity card.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of elucidation. Thank you, Honourable colleague.
I wanted to add that at times the person is born normal
however you might discover that some people are born
with female hormones whilst they are a man and viceversa. I therefore wanted to know what you think can be
done to assist such children.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I was still talking about those
whose sexual organs are visible; I will talk about those
you are referring to in a moment. I have met with some
of these individuals and I have had talks with them, I
understand their situation. When they go to clinics the
nurses laugh at them. I really want you to know how
much these individuals suffer. If I can show you some
of their pictures you will see a man, whom I shall name
Christopher and he has breasts as big as mine. They told
me that in South Africa there are corrective measures for
such abnormalities. You are referring to the athlete who
once made headlines; I will talk about that one. I am
talking about people who are there in our country who
were born like that. They are saying that why is it not
that when they are born it can be written that they have
both male and female. So that when the person gets an
Omang, it would noted that they are intersex. We do not
want it to come as a surprise when Honourable Batshu’s
office makes Omang for them that Betty now is coming
in as Benny or vice versa. They told me that they do not
want it to be a private matter. They want it to be known
like they are called ‘terase’ in Setswana translated as
transgendered, they said they do not have a problem
being called that because it will be on record so that we
may educate the nation that…
DR P. BUTALE: Clarification. Thank you, you are
handling your debate very well Honourable Tshireletso
though you forgot to thank me. The issue that you are
on, was it not better to discuss with Honourable Batshu
because the Gender Policy we passed recently does
not recognise these people. Are we not adding more
problems if we continue not recognising them? Maybe
we should allow him to include that third gender as was
argued before.
MS TSHIRELETSO: You remember that we debated
the issue of gays and lesbians here and now you realise
that there are others too. These things exist but they are
not discussed but I keep my promises no matter what
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and I am not afraid to say what troubles me. Some
always ask me why not join Honourable Bathobakae,
and I say no, people always say we are not free to speak
but that is not true. I do not like bad manners and people
who insult others. I like the way the likes of Honourable
Butale are speaking and I agree that we will revisit and
follow it up again. This is because these things come out
after we have spoken here. They were commending me
and gave us permission and I said, I spoke with the Vice
President and he said he is very afraid and he does not
know how to say it. He however said that he supports
us, I am referring to Honourable Wynter Mmolotsi, he
said to me, “yes, my problem…”
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Elucidation. Thank you my colleague,
I will not waste your time at all. I am saying the way you
are debating, it is just like the last time we were passing
the Gender Policy when I pointed out that these things
exists. Students in secondary schools are suffering, there
are some who take a bath at 12 midnight because of that
challenge. I then I indicated that gender commission is
one of the things that the BDP government will look
into, is that what you are saying?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Yes Honourable, that is what I
am saying, it is just that it was never written. I agree with
you Honourable Batshu on commission; commission
has to call us. Like recently, it was Honourable Boko,
somebody else and I who spoke. Maybe they should call
us so that we may tell them how we want things done
like Honourable Makgato said. In South Africa, there
is a hospital which every year allows one person who
wants to transition to get that surgery for free. I want
that also Honourable Makgato because you asked me
what they want, it is one of the things they want. Like I
was saying Honourable Batshu maybe you could assist
us on the issue of Omang, they are very concerned about
that issue. There was a case where one had to have the
mother called because they failed to assist that person
as they were saying how come you apply for Omang
as a girl yet it is recorded that you are boy. Again your
body changes from when you were young as you grow
up. I am saying this particularly looking at Honourable
Batshu and Honourable Makgato because these things
are related to Health and applying for Omang and
passports. When you get to Transport, no one will assess
you. Like you are saying Honourable Batshu, another
painful thing is that there are children like that whose
names have already been forwarded to me from schools.
They never bath with other students, they do not know
that person. Such a student is afraid. If it was a wellknown situation, there would be no problem.
These are the issues that when we speak to you about, they
should be attended. Honourable Makgato spoke about
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another one who was said to be a boy and not a girl and
it was explained in South Africa as to what happened in
terms of hormones. These matters fall within the range
of what we are talking about and it was written that the
person found someone of the same nature. Even here
we heard that a person went for reconstruction surgery,
I will not mention names because I could tarnish her
name as the person is our child. These children are given
special talents and the government cannot say we hate
these things. I asked them how they would like to be
addressed and they said even if we are referred to as
terase meaning transgendered, there is nothing wrong
because that is what we are. They are not hiding, and
they have registered an organisation. They said that they
invited parties, our party and Botswana Congress Party
(BCP) did not attend at all and only two from Botswana
National Front (BNF). Most of the people who attended
were the youth and they disappeared and only two
women from BNF remained. You were not here by then
Honourable Bathobakae. I do not think you can refuse
to listen to them. I told them that when we come back
we are going to meet with them so you can see where
they are, they showed me their offices and they gave me
their contact details. That is how we live with them. As
Chairperson of women, a woman like Mary- Magdeline,
who once went to the grave to come and tell the men
that Jesus has risen and the world, was set free. That
is what you did madam. Honourable Bathobakae, you
spoke responsibly and like a parent yesterday and they
did not hear you. As women we build, at times we sound
harsh but we are building. Honourable Makgato, you
heard Honourable Batshu though he is leaving, I believe
he is not leaving on my account, he heard what I said
and let us make sure we attend to these matters.

This child is going to be sexually abused, she has no
life experiences. She is not going to enjoy being loved,
giggling and being told that ‘you are the only one I will
love’, she is going to be set off by being controlled
and told that ‘child, do this’. That is why when it was
said that the law should be changed, saying that when
a woman is into sex trade, she should tell the man. If a
child gets married to such an old man, she is a child, that
is why it was said that a woman is a minor, she becomes
a child when she gets there. When she finds honey who
loves, talks to her, kisses her and takes her to the river,
you will find a parent…

There is another one, though Honourable Batshu is
leaving; child marriage. Honourable Makgato touched
on it. The law in Botswana is adamant that a person
is considered an adult at 18 years but someone can be
married at 16 years. Back then it was considered that
at 21 years one is an adult. We still have it in writing
that parents can sign for an under-aged person, now
that shows that she is a child and not yet responsible
to get married. Then you say I should ask for 20 cattle
as the bride price and give away an immature child.
Then tomorrow you say the divorce rate is high. When
you realise that you have been given an older person,
you run away because they are the ones who signed on
your behalf while you were still not settled in your mind
to think of these issues. Even if the person proposes,
I agree not knowing what I am getting myself into as
a child. Someone as old as Honourable Mokaila who
went away to work before even that child was born will
come and say give me that child to marry and he pays
20 cattle and then we ululate and marry off the child.

When we were discussing it the other day in a
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
forum, delegates wished that Honourable Boko
could have attended it. We were with Honourable
Dithapelo advocating for such issues and sometimes
we are privileged to be accompanied by those who are
conversant with the law because they are better placed
but there will be those who speak just anyhow. These
are issues that we need to move away from. In Africa,
child marriages are very prevalent but not only in Africa.
Therefore these are issues that we need to seriously look
into because they are the worst thing that anyone can
ever experience. Imagine a situation where a child is
told to prepare bathing water for the sweating husband
who is coming home from work, how do they do that
when they are children themselves.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(murmurs!)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: I come from Mahalapye and
we have Mahalapye River, we used to go there in our
youthful days. What I am saying is, this child does not
know romantic love, if she goes out and finds her age
mate, the marriage will fall apart and we say the divorce
rate is high, all because this child was married to an
older man whom they never even loved. That on its own
increases the number of divorce cases.
I was once in a certain place where we discussed some
issues which I am not in a position to share with you
otherwise Honourable Arone will be upset with me. A
certain man stated that in their culture they marry their
relatives, it is a given that when a child is born, they find
a suitor for them. This was said somewhere in parts of
Maun and this is very real, it does exist in Botswana.
Although we do not have statistics, it exist and there are
those who can attests and speak from experience. We do
not know what our point of departure will be when we
amend the laws to accommodate them.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): On a point of elucidation Madam
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Speaker and Honourable Member. You are right on
track. We are planning to amend the Marriage Act and
among others, it will focus on issues such as these ones
and I believe I will have your support. I believe that even
issues that touch on customary law but disadvantages
others shall be amended as well, right?

As I conclude, I would like to point out that we have
initiatives on the pipeline…

MS TSHIRELETSO: We are on the same boat.
Sometimes people are disillusioned by the notion that
older men are rich. However, that is not important
because marriage is not all about wealth, rather it is
about happiness. An abusive marriage brings misery.
Right now we are observing 16 days of no violence
against women, that is why we have put on these badges.
I talked about it the other day, so I will not go into details
about them. Even Honourable Makgato has talked about
them and we touched on the issue of emotional state of a
child forced into marriage.

PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED FOR
APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES FROM 16:00
P.M TO 16:20 P.M.

One aspect that I support from Honourable Batshu is
the Common Law which allows married couples to
marry in and out of community. That is a good law but
the church does not approve of it because they believe
once a man is married to the woman, they are one thing
and therefore they share everything. When it comes to
customary marriage, even I have never seen its marriage
certificate; it is obvious that people are at liberty to
practice polygamy.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Oh!
MS TSHIRELETSO: Yes it does happen and Kgosi
knows better because he has conducted it before. That is
why I was of the opinion that Honourable Batshu should
not leave the House yet because these are issues that fall
under his portfolio. Nevertheless, I am happy that this
law will be amended; we will have a chance to make
our contributions. I also support the customary and civil
marriages which allow for in and out of community
marriage because it is not ideal for couples to have
consent of each other every time they want financial
assistance. You will find that these issues mostly affect
girl children not boys especially in Africa.
I did not want to engage in these issues at the SADC
Parliamentary forum, we wanted to start it here, furnish
you with the statistics and get your contributions
on it so that we help Honourable Batshu. We are not
saying these issues to impress anyone. They are just
like prophecies that are declared to people because a
prophecy is not there to impress only and it should come
at the relevant time. Therefore it is important that all
opinions are inclusive, we are legislatures and we ought
to put our differences aside and do what we have been
mandated to do. We should move away from pointing
fingers at each other because we are here to represent
people especially the vulnerable community.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Tshireletso, you will conclude when we come back. We
shall break for tea for 20 minutes.

MADAM SPEAKER: Let us be seated. Order! Order!
Honourable Members, we shall proceed and Honourable
Tshireletso you are left with 5 minutes 26 seconds.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
was still on the issue of old age pensioners. We want
to table a Bill in this Parliament that will allow private
entities to build old age homes because some of them
spend most of their times alone, so if they are in one
place they will keep each other’s company.
I would like to talk about the tragedy that befell Matsha
students who…
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of elucidation
Madam Speaker. You are on the right track Honourable
Minister. Have you not considered to include a clause in
that policy that will exclude old people to pay bus fares?
MS TSHIRELETSO: The policy has not yet been
drafted. I was touching on the guidelines. I had actually
talked about it a commemoration of old age pensioners.
I will bring the speech here for information sharing
purposes.
Now going into the issue of Matsha College, I want to
take this time to express my grief over that tragedy. I
do not wish to repeat what others have been doing
concerning this issue. We need to tread carefully when
we talk about death because we cannot afford to point
fingers at each other when such has befallen us. Back
in my village, we have lost souls recently where a
Fortuner collided with a 2.7 and claimed lives. This was
not a planned thing and therefore let us desist from this
notion that someone wanted that to happen. So it is not
like there is anyone who rejoices in this. I am talking
on my behalf as the Minister of Local Government
and Rural Development, the very person who provided
that vehicle. I am still saying that we should await the
investigations because the number that was loaded in
that vehicle is not the number it was supposed to load
and then an accident happened. I am a mother too, I
have expected and given birth to three children and I
therefore do not wish for any parent to lose a child.
Honourable Members, the government cannot take any
deliberate move, but maybe the mistake that we did was
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that on that fateful day we did not provide a bus for
transportation of students but we cannot celebrate that the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
did not provide a bus. I want to thank the following
ministries for their support. I want to thank the Minister
of Health and her team, they responded promptly to
the accident, I want to applaud all the hospitals which
assisted us during this accident, I want to thank you
for the report that you continuously gave the public on
the health status of the children. Honourable Dr Dow; I
also want to thank you and your staff for your unending
support. I want to also thank my Ministry, we worked
as a team, as parents. Lastly I want to thank those
parents who were mourning the loss of their children.
Honourable Members, death is not an easy thing, we are
talking because in this particular case death is not in our
homesteads, if it was at my homestead, I would not be
in a position to say anything, when one keeps talking
in a funeral, just know that they are not touched by that
funeral at all…

these issues. Thank you Sir, you are just coming in as I
conclude but I want to thank you all for your attention.
Thank you.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

Honourable Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources, there is no water in Mmankgodi region,
other areas in the constituency have gone for six months
without water as we speak. You saw the situation the
last time you were there Madam Speaker. I met with
the department of water affairs Honourable Minister,
and I have to commend them for finding it fit to go and
assess some boreholes and I do believe that they are yet
to meet with water utilities corporation for connection.
Please make a follow up on those, I nearly forgot
them. But I will get back to them. Let me recognise
the presence of Kgosi Lotlamoreng II in this House for
having taken the responsibility after the ordeal that had
befell the Borolong constituency. Let me also thank
the Borolong electorates for trusting Kgosi with their
votes. Congratulations Kgosi. Since I am a good person,
let me also congratulate the once resigned Member of
Parliament to this House, but I am not happy as to how
he was reinstated to this House…

MS TSHIRELETSO: I am saying that you are not
heartbroken, do you hear me? A person who mourns
does not scream loud at the grave side, they cry silently
and let the pain out. I never attend to a person who
screams loud. I am not yielding Honourable Salakae. I
want to thank all Batswana for the support, Honourable
Boko and Honourable Khan, I saw your support on
Facebook; this is a natural disaster and we should all
own up to it. Let me call for unity and cooperation in
this until we have completely consoled the parents
who lost their children. We have buried the children,
and we still have nine of them in hospitals while others
have been released. The number has reduced from the
initial 42 that we had. I want to thank the government
of Botswana, and all Batswana from across the country.
As I conclude Madam Speaker, as the Chairperson
of the Women’s caucus committee, I had a talk with
Honourable Bathobakae and Honourable Dow and
Honourable Makgato that we should consider the issues
that we talked about, issues of child marriage, sex
...interruptions...

MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Madam Speaker for
according the opportunity to respond to the State of
the Nation Address. Madam Speaker, my constituents
have trusted me with their concerns that since I am in
parliament I will be able to represent them well. Madam
Speaker, Mmankgodi does not have roads since that
time the government sent you outside. Madam Speaker,
my constituents wants me to tell you to remind the
Honourable Minister that there are no roads, and it is
worse during the rainy season. They want me to tell
you that last year a child fell into a ditch due to lack
of bridges and that is bound to happen again. We need
bridges Madam Speaker in my constituency. Madam
Speaker, the Mmankgodi-Gabane-Gaborone road is a
necessity, in order to alleviate the traffic congestion in
the city. Gaborone is not supposed to have one outgoing
road, I take it that you will present it like that.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...laughter...

MS TSHIRELETSO: All that I … interruptions...

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Because that alone
compromises democracy. One cannot resign from the
Ministerial position and be reinstated at the same time
after being a Specially Elected Member of Parliament,
but let me also congratulate him.

HONOURABLE MEMBER:
Honourable Tshireletso.

Before going any further, Honourable Kablay once said
that Lieutenant General Khama is like Jesus.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...Laughter...

Please

conclude

MS TSHIRELETSO: Time is not on my side, it is time
up. Let me thank you Madam Speaker, together with
your committee that you will advise the government on

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...laughter...
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: These words Madam
Hansard No 181
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Speaker; I am a member of the Roman Catholic Church
and as Christians we believe that there is no one like
Jesus…
MR KABLAY: Point of order!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...laughter...
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: We believe that
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...laughter...
MR KABLAY: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Member for yielding. Madam Speaker,
the point of order that I am standing on is that, even
if the Hansard could be taken, I did not talk about
Jesus anywhere in the Hansard. I only saw those words
in newspapers, and like I said, if we were to take the
Hansard, there is no record. I thank you Madam.
MADAM SPEAKER It is clear that it was from the
media. I had thought that media was interviewing the
Honourable Member outside Parliament.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. But it appears he has said it, he mentioned it
in passing, I heard him. As Christians we believe that
Christ died on the cross and we believe in him, and we
cannot be happy if it could be like that.
I would like to pass my sincere condolences to the
families who lost their children in the Matsha tragedy.
I will not go into detail about this accident but all I can
say is that as the ruling government we should learn
a lesson from this. There are straight cut facts; the
students were transported in a truck, fact number two;
it was not the first time for students to be transported
in a truck. This has been ongoing but no one ever did
anything about it. The third fact; it was not the first time
we had this kind of an accident which claimed students’
lives. I take it that no one has ever taken anyone to task
regarding all these. Honourable Members, we should
all take responsibility, just like we normally do when
the national team has won or when one of our people
wins a competition, we have to take the responsibility
of these things as the leaders. There has to be political
accountability.
I agree that we could have not suspended the Headteacher
that early before the students were even buried. Atleast
he could have been given the opportunity to attend those
Children’s funerals and be suspended afterwards. I was
going to be happy if you did that. Madam Speaker I
would like to respond to the President’s address. I will
divide it into two.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I will yield Honourable
Member we still have time. I will take it from my
theme which says ‘accountability essential for healthy
democracy’. As the leadership we have to understand
that. As a qualified political scientist I will choose the
angle that I am going to use for this issue.
We have to analyse why nations or organisations behave
the way they behave using what is called level of
analysis whereby you start with an individual and then
the nation. The results will will reveal the type of person
you are and then the societies will copy you; the nation
will display that behaviour of a leader.
If we look at it psychologically; there are four levels of
personal growth; the first level being childhood, at this
stage an individual, institution or a country are normally
at was most call chaotic. The people affected are self
or inwards looking. Imagine what will happen if you
leave a small child with a body lotion or lip stick, what
is going to happen? You will find a mess and there are
institutions like that. I am not accusing anybody, I am
infact saying let us assess ourselves and maybe we are
like that.
Level 2 is that of people who believe in the law whole
heartedly, they are institutional and fundamental. They
believe that they can do everything in that way.
The third level is of those that believe that the past can
lead into the future. Then we have level 4; this one is of
the people that like community service, it is the level
that we all want to be associated with. We can look at
accountability using those levels of analysis to see if it
is possible.
If we can look at the state of the nation address, it was
trying to address issues of corruption that I believe are
a burning issue. To guide me, I am using a 2014 June
report of Afro-Barometer which talks about perception
of corruption in Botswana. If you can allow me to read
out the major parts of it. The first part says 81 per cent of
Batswana believe that the Government and the officials
are involved in corruption. Then 77 per cent believe that
the Members of Parliament and the Councillors are also
corrupt.
It continues to state that seven out of ten believe that the
President and the officials in his office are involved in
corruption. The other one says most Batswana believe
that state Institutions are also involved in corruption.
They have put the Police officers at 81 per cent. If those
are the people that we were hoping that they will protect
the nation and then we believe that they are involved
in corruption; what is it saying to us; it is a challenge.
These are red flags that the Government should have
looked into.
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It then goes on to say 68 per cent of Batswana believe
that BURS is corrupt. The most shocking is; judges
and Magistrates, 62 per cent of Batswana believe that
the Magistrates and Judges are involved in corruption.
That is a red flag Honourable Members and we should
be attending to it and stop taking transparency alone
internationally.
We are elected by Batswana and they are communicating
with us. They are saying you and your government
are involved in corrupt practices. If you can look at
the judicial crisis, nobody is willing to come forward
to explain what is happening, we do not know the
judgement of cases of the judges who were suspended
last time. Who is going to bear their costs, we do not
know such things. What does that say to the people, it
brings suspicion.
There was a judge who was appointed to deal with
cases of corruption and as we speak that judge has
been transferred to Francistown. Now if he has been
transferred there, it means the people who pay more
costs are the accused, and what is going to happen now?
The lawyers also have their share…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): On a
point of procedure. I thank you Madam Speaker. The
Honourable member is handling his presentation so well
but I wonder if he is aware that one of the cases that he
has been mentioning we hear it is at the court of law. Is
he not going deeper into it? I thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Did he mention something? If
you did Honourable member please do not.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker even if the matter is at the court of law, we
should not forget that it has been extensively covered by
the papers. There are filed affidavits that I do not think
there is a problem to cite an example, as long as I do not
distort the case. These things are in the public domain
we can cite the affidavits as cited in the papers. I do not
think it precludes us from discussing the matter.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure again Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait, Learned Parliamentary
Counsel, please advise.
ACTING PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL (MR
CHIKANDA): Thank you Madam Speaker, it is
practice in this House that when a matter is before the
courts we do not discuss any aspect of it and we have
always been doing that in this House. Thank you very
much Madam Speaker.
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MADAM SPEAKER:
Mokgware.

Thank

you,

Honourable

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you very much. I
am aware of this policy and this is why I said suspension
of judges.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker I am saying this because when I responded
in this House, I spoke about the issue of crisis in the
judiciary. I was never told that I was out of order or
out of procedure. I spoke about it and I indicated that I
am aware that the matter is sub judicare it is before the
courts. But it does not preclude me from expressing my
opinions about issues like the system of appointment
of judges, the need to reform the Judiciary and other
related matters.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you very much
Madam Speaker. Yes, I mean such things, the problem at
the Judiciary really shows that 62 per cent of Batswana
believe that the Magistrates and Judges are bribed. Such
things are bred by our own perceptions which might
turn out to be real. When we look within our country
people with certain powers are never tried, we see them
winning cases every time, if Ministers have certain
cases they always win them. Therefore Motswana has
that perception. As the leadership we have to address
these issues.
Another thing we need to understand still on the subject
of Judges is that justice in this country is expensive.
If we say justice for all whereas we are expensive is
not right, it will deter Motswana from getting justice.
I will concentrate more on the topic of Perception of
Corruption in Political Institutions, when you look at
this report is shows that Members of Parliament are
affected in corruption, this is a high percentage which is
round 80 per cent but Honourable Members I want you
to note that this report is from 2008 to 2014. It is around
the period when the President was inaugurated in 2008;
corruption started growing. I believe this is a red flag
which the leadership should try to assess. The leadership
needs not to overlook it and brush it aside as if it is
nothing. If we go with the Transparency International
where we are compared with Nigeria, yes then we can
celebrate but these are the things which will reflect on
you as the leader of Botswana. In other words I can sit
back and be happy that as a Member of the Umbrella for
Democratic Change (UDC) I am not affected, only the
ruling party is affected, but as a responsible citizen this
report does not put me in a good light. The President
could have given it more attention and see how such
corruption could be addressed.
Issue of security; Honourable Members what I can say
regarding this issue is that our national security is nonHansard No 181
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existent. We do not have a national security strategy
which could be a guide to the security companies we
have, their duties, their stations, what kind of equipment
they should have? We have a problem. I shall give you
examples of not having a national security strategy;
let us look at the information data I have been talking
about saying that there should be information data
management. Information data management is a
database which we can access as Batswana. Firstly
Honourable Members when we talk about retail data,
currently every one of us here his/her information is at
MultiChoice South Africa, it is not in Botswana, it is not
protected. That is dangerous, if you want information
about us, our house numbers and so on.

afford to take it lightly, we are vulnerable and you as
the leadership could be more concerned about this
information.

If you look at the insurance data…

MR KEORAPETSE: Just listen. I was saying in 2008
we were invited by the Office of the President (OP) at
Gaborone Sun, where there was a National Security
Strategy Review Seminar. There was a consultant from
United Kingdom (UK) at the time, there was General
Peke who was overseeing the seminar but right now
there is absolutely nothing which came out of that
consultancy which reviewed the national security
strategy. I was thinking that perhaps you could mention
it in your debate.

MR MOLEFE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Mokgware on that issue of national
security, have you asked the responsible Minister about
its progress?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. I asked him, he says it is not there and he never
offered any explanation. Let me get to a more serious
one, which directly affects you and me. From that side
as leaders information management is very important;
we could be making sure that there is not even a single
country which allows its information to be leaked
outside.
When we talk about insurance data which we all know
that every Motswana is insured and his/her medical
history, the medical aid, all that information is at the
insurance company. You can take this issue lightly but it
is going to affect you in the long run. If a person wants
to know how much you earn, your medical history, what
kind of treatment you are in she/he simply goes to South
Africa. In all these countries, that information is there,
they do not allow it to go outside the country.
If you look at business data, all our accounts are outside.
If you cash in P5000 right now in a bank you will receive
a call from India asking if you are the one cashing that
money. That is dangerous. There is no way we can be
able to protect this data, some of the countries that we
are competing against are going to use it. There is one
important thing called source code; if a person installs
software for you, you use it, you should keep it, you
should keep it in your country. We are not doing that.
Right now the Israelites Company which installed our
Omang system just installed one for the Zimbabweans,
they copied the system but we paid a lot for that.
Understand that is a person wants to know the medical
history of Mokgware and also wants to determine your
life; it is easy to do that. This thing is serious, we cannot
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Our stock exchange, our source data is at Sri Lanka,
not in this country. What does that mean? Anybody can
sabotage us, you will take money and use it on ESP but
you will never succeed because your competitors have
more information about you. They know everything
about you. This is what I think…
MR KEORAPETSE: Elucidation. You are on the right
track General. I was saying in 2008…
HONORUABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. A draft was made on that issue then shelved.
This issue of information data management was also
included. Honourable Members even if you can go to all
other countries they cannot allow you to take information
of its citizens outside the country or even allow banking
details to be outside the country. If you look at the
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA),
all your details are in South Africa outside this country.
So they can know about Honourable Tshireletso’s profile
history. That is dangerous as the Minister. So let us take
action and ensure that these things are in place, people
are going to continue sabotaging us.
The way terrorism is currently is, this is the information
which we want to use against us when you want to
sabotage the government. So let us take action and
ensure that we protect ourselves from such dangers.
The second one which concerns me is that we do not
have Terrorism Act. Right now if I can illegally be found
in possession of AK47 which can kill people, an arm of
war, my charge is just P200 but you know its dangers.
For example, right now if you want to destroy Botswana
as a terrorist, Central Business District area has only
one entrance. You have placed two filling stations at
the entrance. There is just one entrance, so if you put
him there, I wait for half past four, while there is traffic
jam, as Members of Parliament you each have a ticking
bomb because you have your cars parked outside. If
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the filling station from that side blows up, it affects
the filling station at the station where many people are,
when you try to escape your vehicles are also blown up.
It shows that your security services are sleeping, they
do not have a plan, even if there is construction of new
developments they will never get inside to inspect. Such
things can cause us problems. So let us stand up and
stop these things.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: The other issue I want to
discuss is that we all want intelligence, Directorate of
Intelligence and Security (DIS), No country can survive
without intelligence. We do not want intelligence
in this form of DIS which is currently marred with
allegations of terrorising people. Right. That are making
rounds. You should ask yourselves as the leadership in
Botswana what you should do if people do not like an
organisation like this one. If you do not act, ultimately
people will say it is you. That is why currently people
feel that the President and his office are corrupt, 8 out
of 10. That is a very big statement. Transform this DIS
quickly; otherwise it will become a security threat itself.
By transforming it, I do not mean retrenching those
people; rather turn over the culture of this organisation.
At the moment you do not know who belongs to the DIS
and who does not. You are spying amongst yourselves.
These things...
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of clarification. Thank you Honourable colleague
for yielding. I heard him say it is a statement that 8 out
of 10 people the President and his office are corrupt. Are
you saying that is a perception or statement? I want you
to clarify that.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. It is a
perception but it is statement to us as the leaders to say
if 8 out of 10 Batswana say ‘our President and his office
are corrupt’, what does it say to us? We should stand
up and address this. That is why I am saying if the DIS
cannot be transformed, at the end people are going to
blame the leader. That is why they say he has killed
a person, that is why it is said that they were seen in
possession of a lot of money. That is not good for you
and even other countries have said it.
The Americans say they have overrated the threat to this
country. What are we doing about that? We do not know
who the DIS is supporting, Government or the BDP. We
know that it is supposed to support the Government but
we can see that it is supporting the BDP. The allegations
are rife that it is even into political parties sponsoring
some people. These things are not right. It should stick
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to its mandate. If these allegations are something to go
by, then it is not right at all.
If we are going to allow the DIS to go on like this, we
will end up like Burundi. Honourable Members, you
are leaders and this is your country. Do you hear me?
This is your country. Let us stand up, transform the DIS
and remove its current top leadership. See what they
have done about the hawk in South Africa. See what
they have done. Why can we not do that? What has
Zuma done about Ms Phiyega? Why are we afraid of
these people? Why can these people not be investigated
if there are allegations about tenders? They have long
had cases and they are not tried. What are we up to?
Where should Batswana turn to? They have censured
you through the perception. That is a statement. Let us
stand up colleagues; our country is going to the dogs.
I will now talk about the police. Our police officers have
challenges, they do not have equipment. When you go
to every police station you find a special constable. They
are short staffed. Why? Promotions are very low at the
police. They have got nothing, even the uniform. I laugh
sometimes to hear people saying ‘we are transforming
our police service’ and take vehicles and paint them. No,
that is not the right way. Give them the right equipment.
There are two incidents that I can cite which showed
that the police service lacked some training.
Recently, there were allegations that a child was taken
by a snake and I got to wonder who interviewed that
child who ended up calling other people. It means that
this child was interviewed at a police station. The child
was supposed to be interviewed by a specialist who is
trained to deal with children, someone who has done
psychology, someone who could have drawn whether
the child was telling the truth or not. A lot of resources
were sent there, soldiers, police officers and even
Batswana who left their workplaces and went there to
see a snake that was nowhere to be seen.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: They have not been
trained for these things. If we had the personnel that is
well trained and well equipped, they could have realised
that the child who sent the alert could have problems.
Recently, they were talking on radio asking the public
to come and help them identify bones/remains of a dead
person in Lobatse. Who can identify bones and say these
bones are Mokgware`s or Keorapetse`s? They were
saying that publicly on radio news. These things are
hurting because we need the right equipment, the right
buildings for the police. So, let us stand up and ensure
that we train our police and equip them. Police officers
chase after thieves who are at times armed and the
Hansard No 181
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officer would have a baton or nothing. No Honourable
Members.
Let me now talk about the Botswana Defence Force
(BDF). BDF does not need jetfighters. When you buy a
jet, firstly you are becoming offensive to other countries
because we look at its range. BDF needs helicopters to
move from one area to the other. We are looking inside,
we are not looking outside. Should you buy those jets,
you offend your neighbours. Soldiers went cold in
winter because they did not have jerseys. They do not
have accommodation. Their salaries are too low. At
some point some had some benefits and they were later
stopped. That is not right. Be quick.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of clarification. You are
right Honourable Member, do not forget to talk about
those soldiers who once had some benefits that were
later stopped and currently earning negative net pay,
those people are really in trouble.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. That is the case with soldiers. They had their
salaries raised. Currently, nurses in the BDF have been
denied the 10 per cent overtime pay and the scarce skills
allowance. Why? Why do you do that?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: It is not like they cannot
do the job Master Goya. Those people are working, they
are bitten by mosquitos. You are comfortably sitting on
a chair relaxed and it is not nice for me to look at you. I
am talking about a soldier on the rank of private who is
at Mohembo on a trip for six months. Let us pay these
people.
ASSISTANT
MINSTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of elucidation. I
concur with you on that one Honourable Member. You
are talking about soldiers whom we are also talking
about who are nurses that they are working like other
soldiers just like you and Kitso since you are former
soldiers. They do not have scarce skills allowance.
Honourable Members, you are on a good mood today, at
times we will have to take you and get some information
from you since you know some inside information to
find out... (laughs)
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. That is the case Honourable Members, we can
laugh about this but soldiers are suffering and do not
have accommodation. Are we together? They do not
have the uniform. They are just like the police. Their
salaries are low. I support Honourable Boko who said
that if you do not pay workers well and tell them to go
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and run business, soldiers will also get into tendering
and once they know that such and such a tender will
be advertised, they will refuse to go on trips waiting
for a tender to be opened at Health. They will come up
with excuses. Those things are not right Honourable
Members.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of elucidation. Is the
Honourable Member aware of an allegation that soldiers
will get the money from the opposition since they voted
them? Are you aware Honourable Member?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. I take that...
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware always
wait for me to tell you to proceed.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you colleague. Those allegations are
there. Let us see to it that soldiers are paid well. These
soldiers are like public servants. The ESP cannot
empower anyone if we are not going to increase their
salaries or else they are going to use this money for their
personal uses. This takes me to the ESP on which I will
take four minutes.
Honourable Members, in relation to the ESP, there was
once a press release of transfers of public servants.
Someone was once at a certain Ministry and was
transferred following allegations of corruption; right
now the same person has been transferred to their
previous ministry to head the ESP projects. We are
ruining the ESP if we are going to do that. What worries
me is that, do we have capacity?
I was listening to Minister Molefhi this morning and if
he could talk and make us believe that everything will
go well, then corruption and perceptions will be things
of the past. Batswana make conclusions based on these
perceptions. Honourable Members, let us ensure that
this ESP will be administered properly.
The ESP concept is fine...
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND
TECHNOLOGY
(MR
MOLEFHI):
Clarification. I wanted to ask for advice from the
Honourable Member to say what do you think we can
do to get rid of the doubts? Let us take the example
that you gave regarding the notion that Members of
Parliament could be having a role to play when it comes
to corruption. I therefore want your opinion on what we
can do to dispel that notion.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank Honourable
Minister, you did well. On the Afro Barometer report;
75 per cent have stated that the perception would
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be dispelled if there can be declaration of assets and
liabilities by Senior Government Officials, Ministers,
Members of Parliament and the President. Why is it so
difficult for it to be brought here so that we can adopt
it? If you are a leader and you hear rumours about your
subordinate you have to take action to find out the
authenticity of those rumours so that people can know
the truth. That is how it is supposed to be done and I
believe that if things are done that way then Batswana
would realise that we are serious about these things
and we want to do things right. I have said a lot about
the ESP, I am only left with 2 minutes then I will be
done with it. My concern about it is that we do not have
enough capacity to monitor these projects. Our project
management skills are too low to the point where I
do not trust that we shall manage. Our procurement
processes and procedures are not clear especially when
we hear that there are people who are going to be chosen
or appointed. I am wondering whether the youth who
have been encouraged to register these companies are
going to win tenders to build schools if they do not
have experience to carry out such a big project. They
will not win and there is no one who will want to ruin
their reputation by appointing that inexperienced young
person. We have raised people’s hopes and we will not
manage to satisfy them.
Let me now get back to the issues in my constituency
Madam Speaker. The Gabane- Mankgodi area has got
a problem of internal roads as you saw me talking
about Mankgodi. During this rainy season we are going
to have problems in areas like Metsimotlhabe, and
Tsolamosese. We request that as the package comes do
not forget us, we are here…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Clarification. I owe you some
Kgotla meetings however I have explained that we are
in the process of preparations for construction of storm
water drainages and internal roads. At times I wish that
you could appreciate the good things you have heard.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you. That is why I
like you. I wanted you to commit so that I can then stand
firm and state that the Honourable Minister Tshireletso
said so. You once shocked us when you took the money
budgeted for those projects in my area and you financed
Honourable Kablay’s constituency projects with it. This
is why you can see that he is happy. We request that it
should be done with speed because we have long waited
for them. I should thank the Ministers who honoured
my invitation to the area; I know Honourable Mokaila
and Honourable Olopeng did come. I should however
emphasise that lack of water is still an issue in our area.
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I also want to talk about the land issue. We still maintain
that youth do not have land and we hope that in this land
policy the Minister does acknowledge that youth do not
have land. We request that a certain percentage of land
should be set aside for the youth. They cannot afford to
wait for the commercial land that you keep mentioning.
Land is there and we request that youth should be given
that land so that they can help themselves. Without land
ESP will be of no use to them. I want us to consider the
limitations of the one man, one plot policy because I
have cases in my constituency where there were siblings
who were supposed to inherit a field of land and the
government bought the land. They are five in number
and out of that number only three were given plots by
the land board and the remaining ones were told to wait
since there was no land. Those have since got married
and the land board is now refusing to give them their
rightful plots justifying their decision by the one man,
one plot policy. I feel that it is unfair; an individual
cannot be denied their rights only because they got
married. Servicing of land…
MS TSHIRELETSO: Elucidation. I wanted to indicate
that I agree will Honourable Makgato that we should
look into that issue as soon as possible. The Minister
should bring that policy before Parliament goes on
recess and inform us what he is going to do about such
situations. We want all the Ministers as well as the
Acting President to take these issues seriously. Thank
you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Minister, we plead with you because if we cannot take
this issue seriously it will cause trouble for us. A lot of
people do not have plots and Madam Speaker is aware
of the land issue in Mankgodi. Minister of Education
classrooms are not enough as I have told you before.
We request that part of the money from the ESP could
be used to build us classrooms especially for reception
classes. The Ikageng Junior Secondary school also
has shortage of classrooms and the Minister has once
been to see it. We were promised caravans and we are
still waiting for them. The maintenance of schools is a
problem…
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (MS DOW): Clarification. Thank
you Honourable Member. I wanted to suggest that you
should also direct those requests to the Minister of Local
government and rural development since it is a joint
venture. I have understood you though.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Minister. I meant that you should work together on the
issue because we are near the city. The other issue of
concern is that of the environment. The issue that we
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have concerns sand mining. Sand was mined in Gabane
to use in the construction of buildings in Gaborone but
we did not benefit anything from that as the residents
of Gabane. The painful part is that the Total car race
started in Gabane and our fields were ruined and since
it is now a big event it is now being promoted and has
been taken to Jwaneng. Our fields have been ruined and
we did not benefit anything from it. Do not treat us that
way and we want our environment to be restored. I have
talked about the sand mining that takes place in my area,
I raised it in January and even now it is still going on.
These are some of the issues that my constituents have
raised and so I request that you should try and assist us
with them. If we do not deal with it, it is going to cause
trouble for us as well as the residents of Gabane.
Honourable Minister I would like to reiterate what I
said about the road from Mmankgodi passing through
Tloaneng and Gabane to Game City, it will reduce
congestion. For security reasons you do not have to have
only one way out of the city. The rebels will close off that
one road and there will be no way out. Developments
go where there are roads and the congestion will be
reduced in town. Even if you create a four lane road,
it will not help. I am saying, for security reasons and
developments’sake, let us use the road this side, it will
help us a lot.
Honourable Batshu you reminded me of something when
you were speaking; Honourable, we are in trouble. I was
with Minister Tshireletso and told her that I will take her
to the bush and show her the churches in Tsolamosese;
from the river right to the end. When we talk about
squatters we are talking about people who come in and
allocate themselves a piece of land and stay there. We
love God and we believe in him but we were requesting
that the law should be made where these people can be
allocated land legally. This is because if they have been
allocated land legally, they will ensure that they dispose
litter properly. Someone can regulate how they do it.
I will conclude with abused children. These children
sell cool time in Gaborone where there is traffic. I saw
a police car speeding and I thought they were going
to catch a thief and I saw these small boys throwing
away these cool times. No, Honourable Members,
those children should be left to sell cool time and
make a living. They are better off than if they were
stealing. Now they are caught and it is said that they
are a nuisance on the road. That is not right, if I was
the government I would take them as my Intelligence
because as they sell cool time, they are aware of every
car that passes. If tomorrow I ask him who the owner
of a certain car is, he will be able to tell me. Is it not so
Honourable Batshu? They can make life for themselves,
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they can also help us in security issues. They are not the
culprits, the people who go around breaking people‘s
windows will stop. The ones who go around selling or
handing out advertisement papers of furniture for rich
people are not caught but they catch the ones selling
cool time only; who are not working. I do not think this
law is fair, I wanted to appeal to you that we should not
let this thing persist. Let us protect our children because
if we do not do that, they are going to throw away this
cool time and steal from our homes. Let us respect and
assist them and see how we can regulate their business.
If you have a list of who is in a certain stop, then there
is no problem. We will find out how much money they
make instead of chasing and catching them. You will be
surprised at the police car’s high speed when chasing
a child, but when you call them for a thief, that car is
nowhere to be found.
This is an example of having wrong priorities. Thank
you Madam and thank you very much my colleagues.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Thank
you Madam Speaker, thank you General for the first time
now I heard you taking command and sounding like a
General. Madam Speaker thank you for the opportunity,
let me thank His Excellency for the State of the Nation
Address. It was one of the best we have had, in terms of
contents and substance.
I strongly believe that obviously the President cannot
cover all the issues that he wants to talk about and
therefore as his Minister we have to come to the party
in terms of filling up the gaps where he has not covered.
I also want to thank Kgosi Kgolo of Barolong, he is a
young man I know from my former constituency and I
congratulate him for winning and we shall work with
you to ensure the betterment of our constituency, it is
our constituency. I think with 3 Members of Parliament
it should do better and therefore congratulations Kgosi.
Let me also pass the issue of Matsha students, it is a
tragedy that one does not wish on their own children
and we also wish it never happens again to other
children and I am hoping those who are in hospital are
recovering and will come back stronger than ever.
I have chosen to speak last or towards the end because
I knew everybody was going to talk about water and
electricity. Therefore it would have not made sense
for me to try and interject when everybody else was
speaking. Therefore I will take my time to discuss the
issues of water in terms of what we are trying to do. I
know many Members of Parliament are thinking, we are
doing very little about it.
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Let me just tell you what the blue print, the water strategy
for Botswana is. It is containing the national water
master plan of 1990/1991. It gives a blue print for 30
years and that is the guiding bible that we are following
and this national water master plan was reviewed in
2005/2006 basically to check if it was still aligned with
realities of the day then. It identified many gaps in terms
of what we needed to do from a rainfall point of view, if
it was lacking, from indeed to build more dams and this
gave birth to Dikgathong, Lotsane and Thune. It was
out of this, that the whole North-South Carrier 2 was
also envisaged then. So the whole idea of saying that
there was never thinking I find it misplaced. If there is
an issue it could be about how we have implemented it,
that could be the issue for discussion, but be that as it
may, we are now implementing the many good things
about the national water master plan.
After that we came up with another strategy called the
Integrated Water Resource Management and Water
Efficiency Plan. Which basically then also looked at
the current water we have, the uses of water; water
efficiency, water management, because it was becoming
very clear that there was a mismatch between how we
were using water and the way we are actually being
able to capture it. It started to speak to the issues of
recycling as well, that there was a need to urgently turn
to recycling.
Madam Speaker, there has been discussion and talk
about a regularity authority. We are there, this regulatory
authority called Botswana Energy and Water Regulatory
Authority has been to Cabinet on a few occasions in the
past. It has come back and its refinement is to ensure
it aligns with the current situation. I say so because
Government is concerned about the price of some of
the utilities that we give to Batswana. Generally when
you give independence to either water or power it comes
at a price. If we come with a regulator and therefore
the independence of people to supply water or power,
the people who will eventually bear the brand will be
Batswana and therefore that being the case, the regulator
which should be called Botswana Energy and Water
Regulatory Authority will regulate water, where there is
water and energy and energy in its total entire breath of
it, from electricity, gas, coal, everything that deals with
energy, the whole breath of it.
Because the time is limited, I better hurry on the issue
of project to try and assure Honourable Members,
especially, I am sorry that Honourable Moswaane is
not here, because some of the issues he spoke to are the
issues I had intended to clarify here today, because he is
specifically right. The people of Tlokweng, Mmopane,
Mogoditshane, Kumakwane, Gabane are stressed
for water, that is a fact. I know that because I visited
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those areas. I continue to try and do something but I
will explain what the immediate action is but before
I go to the immediate action about those particular
villages, I think it is important that we look after the
greater Gaborone and then I will talk to issues of every
part of the country in as briefly as I can. The greatest
challenge is increasing the water flowing to Gaborone.
The current system is based on the North-South Carrier
which is the only pipe that brings water to Gaborone.
We gravitate water at the rate of 60 million litres of
water a day. We then built Masama East, to increase that
flow, we get 30 million litres of water out Masama going
into Mmamashia. What we need to do is to increase the
volume. We have already awarded tenders for Masama
West to build a further 30 boreholes to increase the
volume of water. Those 30 boreholes will give us an
increased volume of another 30. We have already gone
out to tender and we are adjudicating tenders as we speak
for what we call Pump Station 4 which is in Serorome
Valley. That pump station would be able to push another
50 million litres of water along the same line therefore,
rather than it being 60 million litres coming down the
North-South Carrier, it would be now 110 million litres
of water plus the 230 that we have that is 60.
If we look at that volume, you would realise that sufficient
water would come but there are other challenges. We
have the challenge of Mmamashia treatment plant,
which has only a capacity of 90 million litres of water a
day. We have to come up with a quick plan to see what
would be quicker solution, to ensure that the volume of
water we will be bringing into Gaborone is treated. So
this is why we are developing a bypass that will bypass
and take raw water from the North-South Carrier, around
Gaborone to the Gaborone water works, which is now
sitting idle. Then we will be able to treat water, double
the amount of water we are treating. They think that we
are trying to do that bypass which we call NSC2.3 to
allow us to be able to flow water backwards and forth.
For instance, if Gaborone Dam had water, we would be
able to pump water to Mmamashia in case something is
wrong with North-South Carrier and vice-versa, that is
the innovation that we are coming with. We have also
come up with another plan because going to Kanye, this
line which we call Mmamashia-Kanye, at a place called
Mononyane, there is tank on the way to Molepolole.
We are building another line to Rankepe which is on
the side of Gabane, to ensure that we can quickly bring
water to the other side of Gaborone but over and above
that, there is an existing line between Mmamashia and
Gaborone water works or Gaborone Dam. The intention
of that line was that we could pump water from Bokaa
because it fills up easily as it is a smaller dam. It is an
18 million cubic metre dam. It fills up very quickly and
fortunately as we speak, it is sitting with around 48
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percent of water. So we are trying to convert that line to
be a raw water line.
MR ARONE: On a point of clarification. Honourable
Minister, you are very clear on your explanation and
you have been doing this explanation Honourable
Minister for some time. The challenge with Batswana
countrywide, we do not have water as we speak. We
are concerned about the turnaround time of all these
policies. May be if we can zero-on the turnaround time.
MR MOKAILA: I am getting there, that is why I
said I will leave it to the end clearly because it is very
important to understand what is happening in the longer
term so that you understand that there is a plan. Many
people are sitting there thinking that there is no plan. The
current idea is to get water to Gaborone in the volumes
we want, that is the objective but because of the size
and magnitude of the project, those are long lead item
projects and they are very costly projects and I will
get to the issues of costs after going to the Tlokweng’s
and all. Let me come to the Tlokweng’s, let me thank
the Muslim society Madam Speaker. The Muslim
society after we engaged with them have pledged a
lot of assistance to us. I think Choppies has donated
in the order of a hundred Jojo tanks to us. They have
committed to drilling 10 boreholes and equipping them.
So what we are doing is, first things first; we are drilling
3 boreholes in Mogoditshane BDF. The drillers are
there as we speak because if we isolate Mogoditshane
BDF from the entire village, it will allow more water
to go into the village that is immediate. They are still
drilling and hopefully we will find water. We are drilling
2 boreholes at the Mogoditshane Senior Secondary
School because in itself, is another big community
within the society that we wish to isolate so that there is
more water that is available to them. So if we can isolate
BDF and Mogoditsane Senior Secondary School, with
the little amount of water that we are passing over to
the Gaborone water works, we should by, hopefully the
15th of this month, improve the water flow into villages
like Tlokweng, Mmopane, Mogoditshane, Gabane,
Kumakwane as the Chief says, Goodhope. Gaborone
is supposed to push 24 million litres of water to the
south as well; right now we are currently pushing four
and dependent on Nnywane which gives us 2.3 million
litres of water a day and the water we get out of the few
boreholes in Ramotswa.
We have a project at Boatle, you will see that there is an
immediate project of the water treatment for Ramotswa
wells and the Honourable Member will tell you that it
is pushing there, we are doing well. We are hoping that
by March next year that will be completed. Over and
above that as I said, we are trying to bypass Gaborone
on an existing line, which also by the 15th of this month,
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it should be able to give us an extra 10 million litres of
water around Gaborone to Gaborone treatment works.
Therefore all of these are more immediate things that we
are doing, over and above the 100 Jojos that we have.
We are expecting a lot of bowsers to come into town.
We have ordered many and some have been pledged so
we can place those Jojos where we need to place them
but that is obviously not a long term measure but it is
all there.
Water Utilities as we speak is coming up with a schedule
and like Honourable Bathobakae has pointed out, you
said you will bring the Jojos but unfortunately you have
to have a plan. You have to look at the resources that we
have. You have to look at your hotspots then you have
to deal with those hotspots in terms of how do we do
this plan, how do we then communicate how it is going
to happen. So people can have a legitimate expectation
on specific days. So all these projects are ongoing as I
speak. As I have said after…
MS BATHOBAKAE: Elucidation. Honourable
Mokaila, are you saying we are going to have to wait
until the 15th at Tlokweng because the situation right
now is unbearable.
MR MOKAILA: Unfortunately Madam Speaker, when
one is being reasonable and one is being unreasonable
it becomes difficult to have a conversation. Given the
infrastructure as it is, I cannot get water to Tlokweng.
I am trying to explain to you how we are trying to fasttrack that and that is exactly what I explained with you
at your Kgotla. So coming to stand here and saying, am
I saying you will wait, it has been a painful long time,
yes but the truth of the matter is, we are not just sitting
there and doing nothing. The point I am making Madam
Speaker is that there is lot of work going 24 hours of
working, to ensure that this situation is brought under
control sooner rather than later.
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition talked about
the need for P140 billion for both water and electricity
in terms of P140 billion in the coming 10 years. He
almost had it right. Let me tell you, the Chobe/Zambezi
in itself alone will cost in between US$7 billion to
US$10 billion, so you are already at a P100 billion.
So, all I am saying is that we need a lot more than that,
much much more than that. So, what we have been
trying to push as the Ministry is the changes in thinking
in government in terms of why should government own
the entire infrastructure, why should government put all
the money in, because we are limited. If you look at our
development budget, it is probably around or little over
P50 billion a year. If you did that, you take all the money
away from development. The thinking has been let us
change this, let government not own this infrastructure.
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So, with the Chobe/Zambezi what is there is that those
who can and have the fiscals or the balance sheet to do
it and sell us water, that is what we are going for. That
is why we are going for IPPs. This is why we are saying
even for the recycling, let it not be government, let it
be private sector because that in itself stimulates the
economy and creates jobs and makes the private sector
participate.
But it has a downside to it, as government we must be
mindful of what price…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): On a
point of correction Madam Speaker. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I am listening attentively to the Honourable
Minister, and he mentioned a figure of about P50 billion
as development budget for the country. I thought maybe
he was referring to the entire budget for the country, not
the development budget.
MR MOKAILA: Thank you Honourable Minister.
Thank you for that. But it just shows you the magnitude
anyway. The point I make is that we need a lot more
than that. As they would say in probably Economics
“infrastructure leads development”. The infrastructure
must go ahead. One of the challenges this country has
is that we have a very small population, very dispersed.
It is either you have independent systems for individual
villages or you integrate all these at a price.
But I was going to the issue of part of now taking things
to the private sector and making them private sector
driven comes with the risk that Batswana would have
to have to pay a higher price. We subsidize the water
cost, we subsidize energy prices and this has led to
infrastructure lagging behind the way the rate of our
growth of the economy was, and that is what we should
get away from, and put in the money ensuring that the
infrastructure is ahead of development.
Honourable Mabeo, Honourable VP, in terms of the
Kanye/Mmamashia line, that is progressing well.
That project is costing us about a billion Pula. Boatle
treatment plant is costing us P400 million. It is just that
I am just showing you the magnitudes of these projects.
The North/South Carrier II will cost us another P1
billion, thereabout. All these projects that we are dealing
with right now require a budget of P6.5 billion, right
now. I am not talking about even the Chobe/Zambezi,
just the ones that we are doing this financial year. And
that is the order of magnitude that we are talking about
Gaborone and trying to improve Gaborone.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. I get you
Honourable Minister. Have you not thought of having
an open river right from Shakawe to this end?
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MR MOKAILA: I think one would have to look at the
ground sir, as a General, you would know the ground is
not level. You would have to have elements of pumping
at certain areas unfortunately. But then also you will
have to be mindful of issues like wildlife and livestock
as well as the people themselves. So, it is complicated.
We once muted that the Chobe/Zambezi should be
replaced by as far as possible by actually open channels,
but those were the environmental issues that we had to
deal with that made it a little more difficult to do that.
It would be the cheapest way. It will be cheap. That is
true as well.
I will not go into the individual villages, but I want
to talk to the other parts of the country because it is
important that others do not think the concentration is
around Gaborone only. We have the Serule cluster as
Honourable Mzwinila was talking about. It takes water
from Selibe Phikwe, Mmadinare, Damchujenaa, Serule,
Topisi and Gojwane that area. That is a cluster that is
designed, ready to go, just waiting for financing. There
is a North/East which is the use of the Letsibogo dam
for all those North/East villages to be connected. As you
know, they are not connected because many years ago,
some mistake was made in connectivity so that those
villages do not get water as they should. That is there.
There is a Sowa cluster, Honourable Majaga. It takes all
the way from the refugee camp, Sowa, Nata, that area
should be also done. We have got the designs there.
You will recall everywhere where we build a senior
secondary school, it has come with this water problem.
Good Hope Senior Secondary School created a water
problem for Good Hope, Mmadinare Senior Secondary
School created a problem for Mmadinare. The water
used to be enough for Mmadinare but once we built
there, there was a problem. Shoshong Senior Secondary
School, Nata Senior Secondary School and Shakawe
Senior Secondary School, I could go along with them
that we put in developments but did not look at the
water need because that is what has created the many
problems in these areas.
There is the Shakawe area that we need to deal with.
We have developed it and we are starting the project in
that area. There is a Maun/Water Supply for one billion
Pula. Also from purely environmental point of view and
sewerage point of view that is what is required. The
North/East I have talked about. The Seronga/Gudigwa
water cluster. All these are projects that we have planned
and we are about to do. There is a Boravas cluster
villages that is in the Bokspits area and all those villages
there because of the saline water. There is Mmathethe.
So, all I am trying to prove Honourable Members of
Parliament is that there are projects but we are in some
cases limited by budget.
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The other thing is that the decision has been made that
we will no longer say the water is saline, we will go for
reverse osmosis, we will go for treating of that water to
ensure that Batswana get water. But these projects take
time. If I give you an example of the PS4, you have
to do the design. Once you have done the design, and
you know how much water you want to move, you have
to order that pump because it has to be specific to that
particularly. It must be designed to pump that water. It is
not these pipes that we are talking about. It does not just
come off the shelf.
Honourable Nkaigwa, much as he is not there talked
about Dikgatlhong not connected, Dikgatlhong has long
been connected. By the time we commissioned it with
President Mahama of Ghana, it was connected. Those
pumps pump out more than 1200 litres per second. They
are designed specific for that. You do not get them on
the shelf. They have 18 months, 2 years, 2 and half lead
time. So, once you say I want to do this you have to do
all the necessary designs, and then only do you go into
saying let us order the items. So, some of the things that
we want to do yesterday we cannot purely of these long
lead items.
I have talked about water recycling, we have engaged
on what we call government to government discussions
in terms of water recycling. We will be putting out
an expression of interest for those who want to do it.
Gaborone treatment waste water works has a capacity
of 90 million cubic metres of water a day. We want to
recycle that water. We want to put it back into use…
MR MOREMI: On a point of clarification Madam
Speaker. Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Minister. At the start of you debate you
stated that in 1991, a master plan was made, so I am
assuming that all that you are talking about are in the
master plan. Maybe it modelled the worst case scenario
and came to bypass the good that you have been
talking about. I do not understand the challenges you
faced during implementation, did you not have enough
capacity or the money that was allocated for all these
were returned?
MR MOKAILA: I have always admitted that as part of
implementation, we were implementing certain things
but with reason. If you go back to 2008 when we should
have implemented for instance, North South Carrier II
(NSC II) was when the recession hit in and the quick
decision then was since we have started projects, let us
mop off all the other projects and deal with these, take
them out of the way. But obviously we are caught up
now because it is coupled by the drought. The Water
Master Plan had a 30 year foresight from 1990-2020;
and all the things I am talking about are part of that
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Master Plan. With revision now, looking at the situation
as we have it, we are not even talking about whether
it will rain or not, it is about how we can get water to
Gaborone, from where and all the sources we can get
it from. This is why when I was in Lesotho two weeks
ago; the negotiation was about being part of the Lesotho
Highlands, not just being given water, but being part of
it. So now it is because South Africa itself is suffering
from drought in the North West, they need water and
therefore we have agreed that jointly, we will do the
Water Master Plan for the three countries; Lesotho,
South Africa and Botswana, so that we share the costs
and help each other. All these things, we are not just
looking at 2020, we are looking as far as 2035 in terms
of the infrastructure that we need, to ensure that this
country never finds itself in this space that we are in.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Clarification. Thank
you Honourable Speaker. Honourable Minister, thank
you very much. I hear you, I am with you but the thing
is water is a strategic resource. What about security
implication of having these three countries now sharing
water all the way from Lesotho, South Africa coming
along here? What sort of protective measures are we
going to have? Thank you.
MR MOKAILA: As a former army officer myself,
much as I was technical, that is an issue; we say that
future wars will be about water. Therefore if we go into
agreements now when we can still talk to each other
before it becomes very political, it is better we do these
things now. But Botswana being landlocked; tell me
where would we get water? All our nine dams are in
the Limpopo System. We share the Limpopo System,
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Botswana, and Mozambique.
So that is why we have to talk. Anything else would
not help, because we understand that water is life for
everybody. But indeed it is still a threat, I will not deny
the fact that it is a threat, and Botswana is right in the
heart of this threat because we are landlocked, we do not
have our own rivers. Therefore this is why when I talk
to the issues of Integrated Water Resource Management
(IWRM); it is about now changing the culture of how
we use water. We really have to change; we cannot have
the luxury of now having houses of five bathrooms, big
baths. We are talking to the Ministry of Infrastructure,
Science and Technology that building plans must
change. We must now start looking at how much water
each individual house uses because we must recognise
that we are a landlocked country, we do not have the
resource and it will never be in abundance as we used
to know it.
One of the other things we are talking about is artificial
recharge of water, with all the boreholes that we are
emptying right now, we have to have a plan of how
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do we get water under the ground from the resources
that we have. For instance, if Bokaa, Gaborone Dam or
Dikgatlhong Dam is overflowing, how do we get that
water and pump it back under the ground, to save it
because it does not evaporate. These are all the things
that we have now joined with the Israelis to do because
we have now wised up, we know that this is a threat;
we have to get our water systems under the ground for
recharging.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. Have you
ever looked at using the Sowa reserves of salt and water,
turning that into water and then bringing it around
because I think there is a technology in Israel and in the
United States where they turn that into water.
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, when I spoke about
the issue of desalination, our collaboration with the
Israeli company called Mekorot; that is what we had
gone there to look at. They treat sea water and pump it
under the ground, they get water from the Sea of Galilee
which is very salty; they treat it and pump it under the
ground. They have developed the technology. The water
in the Bodervast Area has Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)
of over 22 000 which is even more salty than sea water.
So this is what we are looking at because it needs to be
done.
I talked to the issue about what we are doing about
involving the private sector to do some of the major
projects in terms of putting the capital and more
efficiency. We are looking at the current infrastructure
that we have, for instance, the North South Carrier I,
North South Carrier II, giving it back to the private
sector for efficiency of management, maintenance and
all that because government is not very good at those
things, and that is why we have issues of the regulator.
Let me quickly move to power; where we stand right
now, I would say that the prognosis looks good, it looks
good because we have had better performance out of
Morupule B for the past several months, in terms of the
units that are working, and we had four units working.
Actually when we had four units working, we have the
leisure of switching off one to service it in preparation
for winter. We then lost Unit 2 which has always been
a problematic unit but it had performed better than it
has ever done in its life. We have Units 1 and 3 that
have been performing, Unit 3 just went down. But it
will go down briefly because we had a fault that has
never happened before. In terms of what we see, better
stability is coming in, so that remediation is going ahead.
Morupule A, the refurbishment has started, the company
is on the ground and we hope to get Unit 1 out of that
by August next year, two units by October and the other
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fourth unit by 2017. Then we have just awarded to a
preferred bidder, for the Independent Power Producer
(IPP). Many people misunderstand what an IPP is, they
think we are taking money from ourselves again to go
and build another plant; no we are not doing that. The
IPP Marubeni and their consortium, will build the plant
at their own cost, and we have a very good idea of what
the cost of the tariff will be and it is a good tariff. A
tariff that is even better than what we are buying at as
we speak. So that is ongoing, that plant should be up
and running by 2018. We hope the first unit will be up
and running somewhere in 2017, adding to what we
have. As I said, we would expand Matshelagabedi. We
have expanded Matshelagabedi Diesel Power Plant by
another 35 megawatts, we are now sitting with the 105
megawatts in Matshelagabedi. It is running and with the
90 at Orapa, we have almost 200 megawatts of diesel
power which we call picking power, that is there and
ready.
You might have seen the expression of interest for solar
that is going on and we are looking at doing a little bit
more solar but solar is expensive because if you want
to store it, it comes at a higher price. But what we are
looking at is by 2018, we will have an installed base of a
minimum of 1 300 megawatts while Botswana will only
need half of that. That is why we have already started
negotiating with other countries and that is why I am
saying next week I will not be here, I will be going to a
certain country to start talking about the sale of power
in 2018. The intention is to be a net exporter of power in
2018. That is what the focus is and that is what we are
trying to do and we will achieve that. So I am confident
that we will get there. From a power point of view, we
are hoping this winter will be the best winter we will
probably have but you know with technology, never
say never but from all the indications, things are there. I
know the past couple of days have been a bit erratic but
I would rather have that now than in winter. So we are in
a position to go to winter to do the right things.
Jumping to Minerals, and I know I have Ministers’
Question Time tomorrow which goes into a greater
detail in terms of a particular company. I will try and
stay away from that one and save it for tomorrow but
let me just say the commodity markets worldwide
is looking very bad; copper, nickel, you name it.
Everything is depressed. Our mainstay as is diamond,
even it is depressed.
One thing without revealing secrets, I would say is this,
I had to summon the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
De Beers and the CEO of Anglo here because Anglo
owns De Beers, for what we call a shareholders’ forum
to discuss the future of this sector.
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Botswana remains the largest producer by value of
diamonds and therefore as government, we have to have
a say in terms of what happens and that is why I have
called here a week and a half ago. We meet, we had a
very robust and very frank discussions Madam Speaker
about how to go forward. I cannot disclose what we
discussed because obviously that we are in a contract
and I do not want to… but I can assure this Honourable
House that I put Botswana first because what I do not
want to see is our efforts for beneficiation scuttled.
Also I do not want to see our intentions with Okavango
Diamond Company (ODC), also scuttled. ODC is our
company that sells diamond and it is the company that
we use to ensure that the price is right and from what we
could tell from ODC you could tell that there is some
divergence in terms of what was happening on one side
to the other. So I can say that from the diamond point
of view, I am sure you will see something change in the
near future.
MR ARONE: On a point of clarification. Just a quick
one Honourable Minister, I am listening attentively
more especially on the aspect of our cooperation with
De Beers. For all these years Honourable Minister, the
country is ours, the diamonds are ours, and they come
from our country, how can we agree that De Beers and
Anglo American get 50/50 per cent when they only
come with technology?
MR MOKAILA: Thank you Honourable Member, it
is a question that I used to ask before I understood why
all our diamonds would go somewhere. One thing I do
know is that the diamond industry… I call it a mafia. A
mafia in the sense that there are only those who are in
it and can sell them, they have channels of selling. As
a country, we do not have the channel and we need a
partner to do that.
Second thing that you needed is a partner who could
fight against synthetics, who has the technology even
to detect.
Three; you needed a partner who could create the value
out of the stone that you and I would probably kick
when we see it in the street. That is why I call them a
cartel, mafia, whatever you want to call them. But they
create value out of a stone that you and I would not call
valuable if you saw it. That is how it started. And 50/50
understand that eventually, Botswana derives probably
more benefits like 80/20 in the final analysis because
we tax them; they pay royalties and all that. So it is not
as you see it but with the passage of time; 45 years we
have developed the capacity ourselves to do certain
things. That is why we are talking about the ODCs of
this world that we now have a vehicle of our own that
in itself has its own clientele; over 300 registered clients
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of its own site holders; 100 who come every five weeks
to come and buy. So we have now started to learn so we
are slowly clawing back also understanding that we still
have probably to 2050 of Orapa, Jwaneng and the mines
we have. So there is still time to do what we need to do.
It is important that we learnt all the tricks of the trade to
ensure that we took back.
I will give you another example; I will talk about
Bamangwato Concession Limited (BCL) in trying to
set it up as a Metallurgical Hub for Botswana. Just to
do refining… I know the slogan of Botswana Congress
Party (BCP) used to be ‘bring back our jobs.’ When
you want to do refining, you must first understand
what volume of material you need to do refining
efficiently. We have done the feasibility study and we
are finishing it this month. I have had a preview of it in
terms of what it offers, We need at least Selebi-Phikwe
to be metallurgical hub; whether nickel or copper of a
minimum of a 100 000 tonnes a year. Now which mines
are giving us 100 000 tonnes a year as we speak? None.
So if you want to do beneficiation and bring back the
jobs, you must create the volume of those who are
digging or mining to take the ore to the right place and
that is what we are doing with Selebi-Phikwe.
Madam Speaker, with regards to the minerals, BCL
had been empowered to diversify its portfolio looking
at the current prices that we are suffering from. BCL
has just almost concluded a deal with buying a mine in
South Africa called Nkomati which has got better nickel
quality than themselves. BCL has got new concessions
to explore for a diversified portfolio; BCL is being
positioned at a Metallurgical Hub and we are looking
at …
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Mr
Speaker, I move that this House do now adjourn. Thank
you Madam Speaker.
Question put and agreed to.
The House accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Friday 4th December, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.
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