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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2.00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Honourable Member let me start with announcements.
I would like to remind you that the debates on the
Second Reading of the Appropriation 2016/ 2017 Bill
2016, No. 1 of 2016 commences today, and 10 days
have been allocated for the debates in accordance
with Standing Order 86.2. These days exclude Fridays
where Private Members business takes precedence.
Therefore, the speaking time for the Second Reading
of the Appropriation Bill is allocated as follows; the
Leader of Opposition is allocated 60 minutes, Leader
of Minority Party allocated 40 minutes, Minister of
Finance and Development Planning is allocated 80
minutes to respond to the debates. All other Members of
the Parliament will each be allocated 30 minutes. Let us
now go to questions.
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
SERVICING OF ELECTRICITY AND WATER
METERS
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST):
Asked the Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources:(i) How often electricity and water meters should be
serviced;
(ii) whether Botswana Power Corporation (BPC)
and Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) allow
consumers to service electricity and water meters
themselves; if not,
(iii) How often BPC and WUC service the said meters;
and
(iv) Who, in the absence of electricity and water
regulators, independently receives and investigates
consumer complaints about malfunctioning and/or
suspect electricity and water meters.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Good
afternoon Madam Speaker, this is a very involved
question and I am going to try and give a summary of
my understanding of the situation.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
(i) Madam speaker, electricity and water meters are
not serviced.
(ii) If we allow consumers to service themselves,
no, this would not be allowed, but if there is a
complaint, we are quite happy for the client to be
there when the meter is being tested.
(iii) Depending on the size of the meter, domestic,
never serviced, below 5 MVA once every three
years is what Botswana Power Corporation (BPC)
has put for itself, and above 5 MVA once every
year.
(iv) In the absence of regulator, nobody is basically
overseen acting as a complaint’s board, but we
are currently developing the Botswana Energy
and Water Regulatory Authority which I hope at
the time will start in to do as Honourable Member
asked.
I thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR KEARAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, are you not in a
position to update us on the timelines in respect to how
soon are we going to have a Regulatory Authority?
MR MOKAILA: I have prepared a new Bill. As you
know, this Bill has come to Cabinet on several occasions
and required quite a few modifications. We have now
got the final draft after all the input I got from Cabinet. I
should have it in Cabinet within a month, and then from
there I do not know. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MAJ. GEN MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you and good afternoon. Honourable Minister I
understand you said there is no servicing personnel
but are you aware that there are lot of complaints from
people, some paying bills as high as P20 000 for just a
normal home daily usage?
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, I am fully aware
that there are those complaints and that is why I said,
as we read meters, once a meter becomes a problem,
it normally manifests itself by gaining high reading or
under reading, and that is your first trigger point. So, I
am aware of that situation.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, with regards to complaints particularly in
relation to Water Utilities billing system, is it possible
to have a prepaid kind of system similar to the one that
BPC uses, to address some of the complaints?
MR MOKAILA: Thank you Honourable Member, yes
Madam Speaker, that is exactly what we are looking at,
more intelligent meters for water, even for rationing,
Hansard No 182
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you can give a household a quote of how much water
they can use in a particular day. So, we are looking at
them for that very specific reason. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
NON-AVAILABILITY
OF
MOTOKWE,
KHEKHENYE AND TSETSENG HEALTH POSTS
IN EITHER KGALAGADI OR KWENENG
DISTRICTS’ STAFF HOUSES BUILDING LISTS
MR N. M. NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): asked
the Minister of Health if she is aware that Motokwe,
Khekhenye and Tsetseng Health Posts are not in either
Kgalagadi or Kweneng Districts’ staff houses building
lists; if so:(i) Why and which of the two lists are they supposed
to be in;
(ii) How many houses are the three (3) health posts
mentioned above allocated; and
(iii) Whether this omission is not a sign that the three
(3) health posts should be serviced by Kweneng
and not Kgalagadi as it was the case before.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker, I am aware
that Motokwe Clinic, Khekhenye and Tsetseng Health
Posts are not in either Kgalagadi or Kweneng Districts
staff houses building lists.
(i) The above facilities, staff houses are not under
any list of houses to be built in either Kgalagadi or
Kweneng west district. At the time of the planning
for the construction of staff houses in 2008, the
clinic and the two health posts had enough houses
and Kweneng West DHMT did not prioritize those
areas. The staff houses that are under ESP are
houses that were planned for in NDP 10.
(ii) The three facilities have not been allocated any
staff houses.
(iii) Madam Speaker, this is not an omission because
during the last planning, these staff houses were
not a priority basing on the previous staffing
criteria. At the time of planning, the three facilities
had adequate houses, as the health posts were
staffed by one nurse, while clinics were staffed
by 4-5 nurses. As such, Motokwe Clinic had four
houses, Khekhenye and Tsetseng health posts had
one house each.
I thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR NGAKA: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
which DHMT are you referring to, the Kweneng one or
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the Kgalagadi one? These Health posts, which one do
they fall under?
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker, we
should remember that at the time of the planning in
2008, the clinics and health posts staff housing were
still under Councils. With regard to the second part of
the question, I am currently referring to Kweneng West
DHMT. Thank you.
MR ARONE: Supplementary: Thank you Madam
Speaker, Honourable Minister correctly you are saying
at the time of planning they had enough houses, now
we are talking about the current situation because the
pronouncement of turning health posts into clinics was
long pronounced by your Ministry. What is your current
position because that is countrywide where clinics are
now being staffed by more nurses but we still have the
problem of housing?
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Currently the staffing criteria say that each health post
has to have two nurses. Going forward with respect to
planning, we anticipate that depending on availability
of funds going into National Development Plan (NDP)
11, we should be able to have most of the health posts
having two staff houses. Thank you.
MR NGAKA: Supplementary. Minister you are talking
about the planning in 2008 of which by then there
were enough houses, right now there is shortage of
accommodation in those health posts and clinics. What
are you saying about that?
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, I am very aware
that there is shortage of housing that cuts across the
whole spectrum of the Health Ministry and in the
entirety of government as a whole. We currently have
a backlog of more than 700 houses that have to be built
for our health facilities. So going forward into NDP 11,
we are still going with that backlog and as soon as we
finish that backlog, we shall start to build more houses
that we believe we need. Thank you Madam Speaker.
NEED
FOR
REGULAR
VISITS
AGRICULTURAL OFFICER IN LOBUTSE

BY

MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Agriculture:(i) if he is aware that Lobutse is a well organised
community that needs regular visits by the
agriculture officer to advise on a host of issues
regarding the use of their fields and to resolve with
their involvement the long standing issue of a drift
fence; if so,
(ii) to explain why the agriculture officers are not
regular enough to the satisfaction of the farmers;
and
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(iii) when Lobutse community will be assisted to put
up the drift fence.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(MR AUTLWETSE): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Lobutse is an unrecognised settlement which does not
have a Farmers Committee nor a Village Development
Committee (VDC). Lobutse Community falls under
Tsonyane settlement which is under Sesung Extension
Area and is made up of approximately 50 farming
households which are basically Tsonyane residents.
Agricultural officers in the Ngwaketse West at Sesung
Extension Area have a standing arrangement of weekly
visits to the area, including to Lobutse whose latest
visits were on 13th and 22nd January 2016 during which,
among others, coupons for ISPAAD inputs procurement
were issued to farmers.
The programme for establishment of drift fences was
phased out long before the inception of the Integrated
Support Programme for Arable Agriculture Development
(ISPAAD) programme which has a component of
arable production cluster fencing. However, efforts are
being made to educate the community through various
fora such as Kgotla meetings and field courses on the
importance of cluster fences. The community will need
to organise itself so that they get assisted as a crop
production cluster. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOREMI: Supplementary. Thank you Minister.
Is it mandatory that there should be nine farmers in
Arable Cluster Fencing? That always plays out to be a
hindrance in my Constituency.
MR AUTLWETSE: That is the procedure Honourable
Member.
MR MOREMI: Supplementary. Minister, do you want
to tell me that if there are eight people who have come
together to seek fencing assistance from the government,
they will not be assisted? I am saying this because some
have certificates, others do not, some are still fighting
for inheritance and to get to number nine takes time.
MR AUTLWETSE: Honourable Member, the
minimum area is 150 hectares, if maybe they are eight
and their land measures 150 hectares, reviews can be
made.
LACK OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT OPERATING
BETWEEN GHANZI AND OTHER AREAS AS A
RESULT OF BAD ROADS
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Transport and Communications if
he is aware:-

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
(i) that there is no public transport operating between
Ghanzi Township and Grootelaagte as well as
between Ghanzi Township and Qabo due to bad
roads;
(ii) that lack of tarred roads leading to these two
villages will discourage investments into the two
settlements; if so,
when will the two roads be tarred.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Good
afternoon Madam Speaker. I am aware that there is
no public transport between Ghanzi township and
Grootelaagte as well as between Ghanzi Township
and Qabo but I cannot attribute it to bad roads because
operators are free to apply for public transport permit in
any route and if the road is found to be bad we subsidies
the operator.
The referred roads were not included in the National
Development Plan 10 hence they have not been tarred.
However, my Ministry will consider tarring these roads
along other priority roads during the NDP 11.
Meanwhile, routine maintenance will continue to be
done on the two roads by grading them twice every
month in order to ensure that they are in good condition.
And just for your information Honourable Member, the
last grading was done end of January, 2016. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
I am talking about tarred road, I am not talking about
grading. Currently there is Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP), did you not consider as a Ministry
to also include the poor people or the San community
of Qabo in this much talked about and marketed
programme called ESP? Why are they left out or this
ESP is a mirage?
MR MABEO: Thank you very much Honourable
Member. As noble as ESP it is, we did initially had to
consider quite a number of roads but you were here
some few days back when our Minister of Finance was
reading the budget for us, explaining the constraints on
the budget. Therefore, unfortunately Qabo would not
qualify.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, earlier on
when you were answering, you alluded to some subsidy
and I want you to elaborate on that one.
MR MABEO: Thank you very much Madam Speaker.
This subsidy that I am talking about is actually at one
of our departments, Department of Road Transport and
Safety (DRTS). There is a vote there and this is how
Hansard No 182
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it works, if you make an application and the road is
considered to be bad, we have the calculation that we do
to see how much we can subsidise you per seat, be it in a
taxi or a combi. Thank you very much Madam Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Minister, I wanted
to appreciate this, you spoke about the road not being
included in NDP 10 and you said it was also considered
for ESP and unfortunately it did not make the cut. What
was the criterion? Was the criterion that it was part of
NDP 10 and therefore a backlog or the criteria was that
you are starting a new project? So what is ESP all about?
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
very much Madam Speaker. Like I always try and
explain to this House, at the Ministry of Transport and
Communications, we have guidelines. We do not just
pick a road and go and do it. I have got experts who
advise me to eventually say we do this road. One of the
things that we consider is the traffic; number of vehicles.
We do count vehicles and also see whether we will get
value if we do that road. Those are the guidelines that
we follow.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! The last one Honourable
Members and I am going to allow the person who asked
the question.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
is it by coincidence or by desire that all the roads
leading to sand settlements are not tarred, because the
only settlement that have tarred roads that belong to the
San is the one in Tshobokwane, that belong to former
Minister of Agriculture, Honourable De Graaf? Why
do you always look down upon those poor souls of
our community? Why do we not have roads leading to
them, so that they can belong to the mainstream of the
economy, invest like anybody else? Thank you.
MR MABEO: Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable
Member you should realise that roads leading to sandy
areas are not only in your area. In some other parts
of Botswana, we have tarred such roads. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
SOURCES OF FUNDS FOR PURCHASING
BLANKETS, CHAIRS, BIBLES, TORCHES, SOUP,
SCONES AND PARAPHERNALIA THAT THE
PRESIDENT GIVE TO ELDERLY BATSWANA
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs and
Public Administration to state:(i) the source of funds for purchasing the blankets,
chairs, bibles, torches, soup, scones and
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paraphernalia that His Excellency the President
gives to elderly Batswana and Dikgosi when he
visits their villages;
(ii) whether the items in (i) above are transported
to their points of distribution using Government
or Council vehicles under which their point of
distribution falls;
(iii) the cumulative cost of transporting these goods
from the time the President started distributing
them to date, if Government vehicles or Council
vehicles are used to transport the goods to their
point of distribution; and
(iv) whether His Excellency the President gives
these items as official gifts from the Office of the
President or from him at his personal level.
Later Date
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Let us pay attention.
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
I want to believe that if we are going to operate this way,
we will be out of order. Honourable Minister said he did
not hear me clearly. He thought I said sand, whereas I
said the San Community. So I think for the benefit of
this House, can we allow him to respond again.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, stop
taking us back and forth.
MR MABEO: Madam Speaker, when he said ‘San’,
I thought he said ‘sand’, but I would give the same
answer. Thank you very much Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order. Madam
Speaker, what he is saying is not right. MADAM
SPEAKER: Point of order for what now?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No Madam Speaker
what he said is not right.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. I am saying the Minister out of order in this
Honourable House to compare sand with the San people.
He is saying the answer is still the same. In other words
he is saying there is no difference. No, that is not right.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, hold your horses. Do not
elucidate, I am here, I will elucidate.

Wednesday 3rdFebruary, 2016
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
been shown to be harmful, except in the presence
of underlying respiratory disorders such as asthma
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease when
occasional exacerbation may be experienced.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Do not start Honourable
Members. If somebody says ‘San’, then the other one
says, ‘no, I did not hear you properly, I thought you said
sand’, I do not think that is discrimination. It is possible
that somebody could hear what was said. The other one
has been saying ‘tired’, the other said ‘tarred’ but they
were able to understand each other.

(ii) The dust does not compromise quality of our
medications, because our drugs are kept in drug
storerooms in sealed containers; they are therefore
protected from dust.

MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. No, there is a
problem here in understanding the context of what
we are talking about. The response from the Minister
indicated that sand and the San community is the same
thing…

MR NGAKA: Supplementary. Minister that road is a
hazard. Even though you are saying except asthma and
respiratory, at what level have you discussed this issue
with relevant authorities? My believe is that we do not
need dust in a clinic.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR SALAKAE: No, let me finish. He is saying the
answer is still the same. So by necessary implication, he
is saying the sand and the San community are one and
the same thing.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No!
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Minister,
I want to give you the chance to explain why you are
saying the answer is still the same.
MR MABEO: Madam Speaker, sand and San are two
different words. At Mokubilo and Shakawe we have
tarred not tired roads going to the same people he
is referring to, that is the San. Thank you very much
Madam Speaker.
PATIENTS’ HEALTH RISK AS A RESULT OF
DUST COMING FROM GRAVEL ROADS NEXT
TO HEALTH POSTS
MR N. M. NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): asked the
Minister of Health if she is aware that the LetlhakengKaudwane road passes next to Khudumolapye, Salajwe
and Kaudwane health posts and that the dust emanating
from this gravel road covers the said health posts every
time vehicles pass; if so:(i) is this not putting the patients’ health at risk;
(ii) whether the dust does not compromise the quality
of medications; and
what action will be taken to address this situation.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker. I am aware
that the gravel road that passes by Khudumelapye,
Salajwe and Kaudwane health posts does produce dust
as vehicles pass by.
(i) The dust is a nuisance to patients, staff and the
community at large. Dust from gravel roads has not

DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, the provision of roads or the construction
of roads is not within the portfolio of the Ministry of
Health. But time and again as Ministries, we engage
each other whenever possible to see how we can help
each other if there are any problems like these. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
UPDATE ON YOUNG PEOPLE FUNDED UNDER
THE
LIVESTOCK
MANAGEMENT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT (LIMID)
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Agriculture:(i) how many young people were funded under
the Livestock Management and Infrastructure
Development (LIMID) programme for the
Financial Year 2014/2015;
(ii) what proportion was from Ghanzi North and
Ghanzi South Constituencies;
(iii) how many of the projects in (ii) above are still
operational; if not, why; and
(iv) how many young people were funded under the
Special Integrated Support Programme for Arable
Agriculture Development (ISPAAD) in Ghanzi,
Kgalagadi and Kweneng Districts.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR
AUTLWETSE): Madam Speaker,
(i) My Ministry funded 1,880 young people under
the Livestock Management and Infrastructure
Development (LIMID) Programme during the
2014/2015 financial year.
(ii) From this 1,880 young people, 34 beneficiaries
were from Ghanzi South while 12 beneficiaries
were from Ghanzi North.
Hansard No 182
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(iii) All the above projects are operational.
(iv) 157 young people were funded under the Special
ISPAAD Programme. Out of this number, 47
projects are in Ghanzi District and 110 are in
Kgalagadi District. Currently two young people
applied for a Special ISPAAD in Kweneng District
but could not qualify.
Thank you.
UPDATE ON MORUPULE B POWER STATION
PROJECT
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Minerals, Energy and
Water Resources to state:(i) (i) the total cost of Morupule B Power Station
Project at the time of tender award;
(ii) the completion date of Morupule B Power Station
Project at the time of tender award;
(iii) the total length of time by which Morupule B
Power Station Project is behind schedule of its
completion date;
(iv) the total cumulative cost overruns of Morupule B
Power Station Project to date;
(v) the estimated amount of work in progress to
complete Morupule B Power Project and target
completion time frame; and
(vi) the estimated cost of the work in progress to
complete Morupule B Power Station Project.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER
RESOURCES
(MR
MOKAILA):
Keorapetse you are always on my neck nowadays.
Madam Speaker, the total cost of the Morupule B Power
Station was USD 970,645,364.00. (BWP 7.4 billion at
BWP/USD exchange rate). You will realise that I have
excluded the other works. The other works mean the
transmission lines to evacuate power from Morupule B
to ISANG, the water project that brought more water.
That is the other costs, to make it P11 billion. So I am
excluding that. I am just speaking to the issue of the
power station.
In terms of completion date Madam Speaker, the
contract was that Unit 1 would be handed over on the
15th of January 2012, Unit 2 on the 15th of April of
2012, Unit 3 on the 15th July 2012, and Unit 4 on the
15th of October 2012. That was what was contractual.
But as you will know, that did not happen. In fact Unit 1
was delivered on the 21st of July 2013 which made it 18
months late. Unit 2 on the 4th of May 2014, making it
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25 months late. Unit 3 24th of July 2018, 12 months late
and Unit 4 on the 13th of September 2013.
Quite a number of factors attributed to the delay, both
from BPC side and from CNEEC side. We have a defects
and liability period of 24 months which ends this year
at the end of June 2016. The issue of cost overruns does
not exist. I will repeat this, there are no cost overruns
for building the plant because they are being borne
right now by the contractor. I have said this time and
time again that where the government has spent a lot
of money, is importing power rather than getting power
from the contract.
How long will it take to fix? Looking at what we now
know about the plant and what we know needs to be
replaced, we believe it will take three years because
it is a question of total replacement of the boilers
individually. So, three years from the time we agree
with the contractor we have not gotten there yet.
What I fully understand of this plant Madam Speaker,
is that the boilers; the FBHEs were the source of the
biggest problem and the unreliability of the plant. They
have been welded too many times and our demand as
the client is that they be replaced fully with new ones
because we now know what needs to be done. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
MR BOKO: Supplementary question. Minister, to the
extent that the delay that you have referred to in relation
to the various units can be said to be attributable to the
contractor, have you pursued the contractor regarding
the consequential loss attendant upon your importation
of power in the interregnum during the period of their
failure? Thank you very much.
MR MOKAILA: Hoping that I understood all
that English, it is something Madam Speaker that
contractually we are looking at. I think what became
our priority was to get the plant reliable enough for us to
then engage obviously in the liabilities of the contractor
in terms of the amount of money we have spent in
importing power and other consequential costs that may
have occurred.
MR BOKO: Further supplementary. Have you
adverted your mind to any legal implications of delay in
pursuing the contractor? You will have to pursue a claim
for damages and there are periods within which such
claims can be pursued. Have you paid attention to the
timeframes within which you can enforce any claims
against the contractor? Thank you.
MR MOKAILA: Precisely Madam Speaker, I am
fully aware. We are pursuing lots of options. I could
even divulge that one of the options is selling them the
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plant and getting our money back. We are looking at all
options right now. That is what we are busy discussing.
DR P. BUTALE: Further supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Minister. You spoke about three years and
we did not know three years from when. Can you give
us a definite time in terms of time lines, when do you
expect this plant to be done or completed?
MR MOKAILA: The Honourable Member obviously
did not hear me properly. Madam Speaker, I said we
are engaging because we have not concluded how the
remediation will take place. We have a dispute in terms
of how we want to see it done and how they want to do
it and therefore the three years will kick in once we have
that agreement. And that is the issue.
NON-PROVISION
OF
PROTECTIVE
CLOTHING TO PIT LATRINE ATTENDANTS IN
TAKATOKWANE CONSTITUENCY
MR N. M. NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): asked the
Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources if
he is aware that pit latrine Sewage Attendants in the
Takatokwane Constituency are not given protective
clothing; if so, what action has he taken to correct this
anomaly.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): It is true
Madam Speaker that normally people working in that
line of duty the Honourable is talking about should be
given protective clothing. They should be provided with
two overalls, boots, gloves, hats and masks.
It is true that this year, no clothing was provided because
the supplier did not deliver as per the contract. A new
supplier has been contracted so I hope the situation will
be rectified by this new supplier.
MR NGAKA: Supplementary. Is the Minister aware
that this situation has worsened overflowing toilets more
especially at our primary schools in our constituency.
Have you observed this situation?
MR MOKAILA: No, Honourable Member I do not
see how draining the toilets and protective clothing are
related because I take it that toilets were being drained.
If that is not the case then I have a very serious problem.
The question was about protective clothing of sewage
attendants. There is a vehicle in that area which services
there, that is as far as I know. Thank you.
MR NGAKA: Supplementary. Minister if they do not
have protective clothing, how do you expect them to
work? That is why toilets at the primary schools are not
serviced because they are unable to work. What do you
say about that situation?
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MR MOKAILA: I already explained Madam Speaker
that I was not aware that lack of protective clothing
contributed to them not being able to work. Since I am
now aware I shall take action Honourable.
UPDATE ON THE MAINTENANCE OF TOILETS
IN ALL JUNIOR AND SENIOR SECONDARY
SCHOOLS IN GHANZI DISTRICT
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Education and Skills Development
to give an update on the maintenance of toilets in all
junior and senior secondary schools in the Ghanzi
District.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, maintenance of
toilets and any other structure of secondary schools is
worked in packages when cyclical maintenance is done
in the school. However, minor maintenance is regularly
carried out for emptying sewage septic tanks whenever
the need arises in all secondary schools within the
Gantsi Township. Itekeng Junior Secondary School
cyclic maintenance took place in the year 2013/2014
financial year and the school now is connected to the
main sewerage line. Further, craft improvers have been
engaged to do minor maintenance of toilets and septic
tanks of the Junior Secondary schools since 24 July
2013 and so far the three Junior Secondary Schools
being Rethuseng, Marakanelo and Tshimologo have
been attended except Itekeng because it was under
cyclic maintenance.
Madam Speaker, Ghanzi Senior Secondary School is in
the plan for cyclic maintenance in the coming financial
year 2016/17 under the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) and this will cover all aspects of the school that
needs maintenance including hostels and ablutions. I
thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, Honourable Minister since you are many in
this Ministry, you are three, do you ever visit schools
to go and check out the maintenance issues I am talking
about? What Honourable Ngaka was talking about, that
toilets are blocked; it is the same issue at secondary
schools. Even in Lobatse Secondary School it is the
same case because I was there two days back. Since the
visits you are talking about are just mere talks, do you
really ever go there to witness or see these things with
your own eyes?
MR MOLAO: To visit schools does not depend on how
many people are there in the Ministry. We do visit them,
and we have evidence that in Ghanzi they are not blocked
because the Honourable Member in his supplementary
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is talking about Lobatse not Ghanzi. The bottom line is
that we do visit them, they are maintained and we can
give an assurance that in this coming financial year of
2016 as we are discussing the Budget, if we approve that
we should do so with the ESP we will do Ghanzi Senior.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. Honourable
Minister even though I know that you only visit when
you are going to be guest speakers, when visiting Ghanzi
Senior Secondary School, if at all you had gone there,
did you realise that the pots in the kitchen are tied with
a bandage?
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
Point of order. Thank you Madam Speaker, I think the
Honourable Member here is imputing improper motives,
he was asking the Minister if they visit schools, but he
is also saying he knows they only go there when they
have been invited as guests of honour. I think it is not
appropriate and he must withdraw.
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Yes, it
is improper motives because rightfully so, a Minister
can tour around checking departments under his or her
Ministry. Therefore I do not know about them only going
when they have been invited, it is not right Honourable
Salakae.
MR SALAKAE: Madam Speaker I am not sure, but
maybe being invited to be a guest speaker is something
bad. Maybe I should just clarify; what I am saying is
that I have proof that the three Ministers have not
visited schools in Ghanzi. The last time they were close
to visiting was when Honourable Minister Dow was a
guest speaker at the Ghanzi Senior anniversary, it is not
something that I am imputing...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: She did not go to the
toilets.
MR SALAKAE: Yes, any ulterior motives on anybody,
it is the plain truth.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, but you should not have
painted them with one brush. You should have been
specific to the ones you were addressing. Now when
you say Ministers you are referring to all of them…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I did not say the District
Commissioner was at the funeral, or Molao, I am not
talking about that one; I am saying you have involved
all other Ministers. Honourable Salakae if we err in our
debates we should realise that we did not address others
properly. I mean if you encompass all of them, that is
where you are imputing improper motives.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Madam Speaker, I did
not know that I was supposed to mention them one by
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one because the last time I saw Assistant Minister Goya
somewhere as a guest speaker, and at a funeral, he was
also a guest speaker at Ghanzi Senior.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Salakae
can you please withdraw, withdraw the words you said
which impute ‘improper motives’.
MR SALAKAE: What should I say, I will not.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, you did
not address the Ministers properly, I was saying you
should withdraw.
MR SALAKAE: To say he was a guest speaker Madam
Speaker? No, it is fine I withdraw if they do not want to
be guest speakers, thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, it should not have any
connotations to it Honourable Salakae.
MR SALAKAE: I withdraw.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR BOKO):
Thank you very much Madam Speaker, let me recognise
and acknowledge my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle and thank them in advance. Let me also crave your
indulgence that I will proceed uninterrupted hopefully,
so that I can get this vision across remembering always
that this is a contestation of visions, this is our vision.
Madam Speaker, this year represents a significant point
in the history of our country and it is a time for honest
reflection and careful assessment. We must reflect on
what has been achieved and the challenges that remain.
This year marks the conclusion of Vision 2016 and this
could not have come at a worst time. The last five years
have seen very low growth for the world Economy.
What is however interesting is that other countries have
put in place tangible measures to address their country
specific challenges.
While we have maintained our rankings internationally
both on the governance and income indicators ours has
remained a divided country on income distribution. The
benefits of economic growth and wealth accumulation
have been enjoyed by a few and we have not seen
any serious interventions to ensure that the levels of
poverty and unemployment are reigned in. The selfcongratulatory Budget Speech we heard from the
Minister celebrates the last 50 years without offering
any concrete hope for the future. This budget also
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concludes several epochs, epoch of NDP 10, Vision
2016, and the Millennium Development Goals and it
takes us into three others. NDP 11 hopefully, Vision
2036 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
This being the final budget on NDP 10 and Vision 2016,
the Minister should have provided a comprehensive and
candid account of the country’s progress or lack thereof,
against the Vision 2016 targets.
We plan for the development of people, not to achieve
macro-economic targets as an end result that we expect
to achieve an average real GDP growth rate of 4.5 per
cent over the NDP 10 period compared to 3.3 per cent,
or a deficit of 3.1 per cent of the GDP compared to the
forecast of 16.4 per cent means nothing to the 20 per
cent of the labour force who are jobless and the 19.3 per
cent of our population who subsist below the poverty
line, workers who endure declining real incomes,
the generation of young people who are failed by a
mismanaged education system, farmers facing a hostile
climate and declining yields; and a population that
endures a declining quality of public services.
Vision 2016 obliged the government to shepherd
the nation towards high incomes, full employment,
zero poverty, good health and, in summative terms,
prosperity for all. This is the time for government
to account for progress or lack thereof against these
goals. Perhaps it is the gulf between the reality of the
socio-economic conditions in Botswana and what was
envisaged in Vision 2016 that motivates the government
to evade accounting for results. But there is a more tragic
reason. The government simply does not have systems
in place to monitor, measure, evaluate and report on
the performance of its initiatives and progress against
priority results. We have no metrics for measuring the
performance of our budgets and plans. This is serious
dereliction of duty by the executive.
We ask the Minister to urge his government to move
expeditiously to institutionalise monitoring and
evaluation and project management in its totality if they
are serious about achieving results and transforming the
lives of Batswana.
Accountability for resources
The NDP 10 era and the reign of President Dr Khama
will be remembered as a period of fiscal profligacy,
unprecedented corruption and impunity, as well as a
generalised deterioration in government efficiency
and effectiveness. As we begin the first faltering steps
in the direction of NDP 11 and 2016 chapters, we
have serious challenges with the governance style
and the performance of this Government. Under your
watch Minister, this government runs a slew of costly

initiatives for which performance criteria are not defined
and monitoring and evaluation systems do not exist and
there is evidence of wanton waste. These include;
1. The poverty eradication framework; an expensive
political adventure that consumes several hundreds
of millions of pula each year with no tangible results
to show. The flagship initiative under this programme
is backyard gardening, a poorly conceived and
exceedingly wasteful initiative. It should shame this
government that the high levels of waste under this
programme occurred under the direct supervision of
His Honour the Vice President, who incidentally has
failed to produce a Poverty Eradication Strategy/
Policy which he promised Parliament on more
than two occasions. Such a strategy if developed
as a national, as opposed to a government strategy
may have provided the performance criteria for the
charge against poverty. Also shameful is the lack
of monitoring and evaluation that per chance could
have saved the nation the hundreds and millions that
this programme has cost the nation with nothing to
show by way of results.
2. The Integrated Support Programme for Arable
Agricultural Development (ISPAAD); another
expensive political adventure without performance
criteria. ISPAAD has had no impact on productivity
in arable agriculture and yet even in years of acute
drought, the government injects millions of pula
into ISPAAD, distorting farmers’ decisions at great
cost to the nation.
Beyond wasteful programmes, we have also witnessed
gross mismanagement of mega projects, as exemplified
by the discussion that took place earlier with Minister
Mokaila; extensive waste, corruption and the shocking
indifference of this government in relation to these
failed projects. We have had Morupule B, Botswana
Meat Commission, the Palapye Glass Project and the
Airport Project among others. These four alone cost
Batswana billions of pula in pure waste and corruption
for which no one has been held to account.
Let me cut to the chase and deal with the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP). Let me commend you
Minister for breaking ranks with your principals and
some other boisterous cheerleaders in your party who
have hitherto sell the ESP as a bold programme to
stimulate the economy and bring the good days back. It
is naive in the extreme to think that an injection of cash
into a stagnating economy could somehow engineer an
economic boom. It is sad when no less an authority than
the Vice President leads disinformation on this scale.
From the times on John Maynard Keynes, the towering
economist of the 19th century to this day, economic
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stimuli have served one purpose only, to mitigate the
impact of an economic slump, help troubled firms avoid
closure and save jobs. They do not generate economic
booms. So we were shocked as your Ministers,
Legislators, Councillors and party operatives went
around the country urging Batswana to register firms in
preparation for the ESP. This is cruel, it is irresponsible
and it is downright fraudulent.
We still do not know how much the government intends
to spend on the ESP and how many jobs it expects to
either save or create. We find this arrogant, disrespectful
to Parliament and the people, and completely at odds
with responsible governance.
We will not create enough jobs fast enough to absorb
the growing pool of skilled and unskilled youth unless
we accept that unemployment in Botswana is structural.
Piece meal initiatives skirt the problem. What we need
is a serious dialogue on the direction of the economy
and on jobs but the first step in the process is liberating
enterprise. I suggest Minister you pay particular
attention to the following;
1. Efficient regulation; as I said in my contribution
to the 2015 State of the Nation Address, more than
money, business requires an efficient environment:
unencumbered rule of law, efficient licencing as well
as permit procedures, efficient contract enforcement
mechanisms and efficient institutions.
2. Local economic development and decentralisation
(LEDD); I agree that LEDD is an essential and
potentially rewarding initiative. This is a matter on
which there is global consensus. I worry though that
the budget speech betrays a superficial understanding
of LEDD and a lack of commitment to empowering
local government. It simply is not possible to be serious
about LEDD and be slow on decentralisation. And so I
join Botswana’s Mayors and Council Chairpersons in
calling for urgent action on decentralisation and LEDD
to energise the economy from below, give national
priorities expression at the local level, encourage
innovative development solutions for localities and
accord sub-national jurisdictions, economic sovereignty.
Infrastructure Development
Yes, we must attend to infrastructure urgently,
our highest priority should be high speed internet
connectivity to level the playing ground between local
economic agents and their international competitors and
shorten the distance to market and suppliers.
Access to Opportunity and Resources
One cannot escape the impression that our economy
is rigged against the little man and those who express
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discomfort with the direction of the economy. We have
had decades of the systematic transfer of land from the
people (government) to relatively well-off citizens at
great discounts relative to market value. The privileged
set the rules and they benefited from there. Opportunity
is tightly managed in this country. We must also limit the
involvement of the Office of the President in the award
of contracts across government. It is a serious affront
on justice and fairness and a constraint on development.
Skills Training and Human resource Development
The much talked about Education and Training
Sectors Strategic Plan (ETSSP) is yet to be costed
and implemented. Given the competing demands for
government finances, is the ETSSP really going to be a
priority? Institutions such as UB that will be critical for
the success of the ETSSP seem not to be aware of their
roles in this project. Has the rolling out of this program
been thought out clearly?
Training (vocational and technical education) that
branch of the education system with a direct link to
the labour force continues to be neglected. All we hear
is mere rhetoric. Private providers of vocational and
technical education are just interested in profit and
care less about the quality of training they provide. In
fact, some of them claim funds from the training levy
for students’ attachment when they do not have such
attachments programmes. This is fraudulent behaviour.
And yet government turns a blind eye to all these. It
has been said several times over the years, that public
technical and vocational institutions are mis-aligned
with labour market needs. Nothing has been done about
it.
We note with alarm as the UDC that under the current
administration, education has become an agent of social
division and entrenched inequality. Yet education must
promote social justice, national unity and cohesion.
Education should provide hope for young people around
the entire country and enable those born into poverty
and disadvantage to escape these cloying circumstances
of their birth. Education should be, as we got to know
when we were growing up, the only sure escape from
poverty by all. Most of us in this House, and many in
public service are living testimony of the empowering
and liberating role of education. Except for a few who
inherited prestige and privilege, most Batswana come
from humble backgrounds. Education used to enable
them to overcome poverty. This sadly is no longer the
case.
The funding that has gone into education has failed and
failed miserably to improve the quality of our education
at all levels. We need early childhood learning. We need
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properly equipped schools. We need schools that teach.
The unstinted millions that we poured in education
have gone to fund a bloated bureaucracy and failed to
transform the classroom and the learning environment
positively. The more we have increased funding, the
worse the results have become. We cannot develop
this country without a great public education system. It
comes as no wonder then, that none of my colleagues
on this side of the aisle send their children to public
schools, none of you. It is a searing indictment of your
education system.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR BOKO: Let me tell you what the UDC proposes.
The starting point is to review the working conditions
of teachers. We must repair the damaged relationship
between government and teachers trade unions to
foster a partnership that conduces to the best learning
environment for our children. It is a source of great
shame that in the capital city Gaborone as indeed in many
places across the country, and we have had testimonies
from the various Members of Parliament from both
sides of the aisle, we still have children being taught
under trees, blocked toilets, dysfunctional classrooms,
where any classrooms exist at all, they mock any legal
fictions that claim to rank these children as enjoying the
same rights as the children of the rich; yourselves.
We will provide as the UDC not just classrooms, but
state of the art and listen to this; we will provide not just
classrooms as in the BDP understanding some shoddyshabby looking building, we will provide state of the
art facilities for learning and facilities that enable our
public schools to compete with the very best in the
world. We will provide fully equipped laboratories.
We will provide well stocked libraries supported by
e-learning and the very best that technology has to
offer. We will restore the learner and the teacher to the
centre of education where they belong. We will allocate
and distribute educational funding in a manner that is
efficient, equitable and transparent. Ours as you can
see is a result oriented approach. It is an approach that
questions all the decisions that got us where we are
today. Our government, UDC government shall, and I
use this in the legal sense to denote, it is mandatory,
shall facilitate the provision of kindergarten and preprimary school facilities in full appreciation of the
available research that shows that children exposed to
pre-primary school learning have a greater advantage in
the cognitive and communication skills later on in their
learning years.
Based on our firm realisation of the centrality of
information technology to learning, the UDC pledges
and undertakes to provide a laptop or tablet to every

senior secondary school student as a starting point. This
will apply to all public schools. This initiative seeks to
use education linked with technology to release the full
potential of our young people and cement them in the
unfolding digital world. We want to make them true
digital natives unlike your good selves. This way they
will be able to compete with their European, Asian and
American counterparts.
We also reject the impression being aggressively
cultivated and reinforced, that children in the regions
stretching from the southern tip of Kgalagadi to the
northern tip of the Okavango are poor performers. This
situation is manufactured by yourselves. It is man-made
and because you made it, we will change it. Ours will
be a just and equitable intervention that will ultimately
improve national unity and cohesion. We will also create
conditions to attract more experienced and talented
teachers to these areas, so that we give the children in
these areas an opportunity to catch up.
Energy
Madam Speaker, energy continues to play a vital
role in the lives of Batswana and the performance of
the national economy. The effectiveness of service
delivery, the competiveness of our mining sector, the
sustainability of the tourism sector, the performance
of the agricultural sector, education sector, the health
sector and the creation of employment opportunities, or
at least the protection of the available jobs are some of
the targets we should pursue vigorously. We must live
with the understanding that the availability of reliable,
sustainable, clean energy sources is the prudent way to
propel our economy forward and improve the lives of
Batswana. We must avoid the short cuts and trials of
error that you folks are engaged in.
The energy industry deserves a clearly defined vision,
driven by policy and supported by research and
development. In considering the strategic importance
of electricity we must therefore note that; gone are the
days when it used to be thought that electrical energy
was a privilege of certain groups in the community. The
first challenge must be access. Electricity must be made
available to all through affordable connection packages.
We appreciate the efforts, the daring efforts of Minister
Mokaila, in this regard trying to sort out a mess which is
not of his creation but his government’s creation anyway.
It is not only risky but also an unpardonable offence to
continue to subject the country to dependency on power
imports at exorbitant costs while we have abundant
resources to build our own capacity. The abundance of
coal in Botswana is not questionable. It is becoming
apparent that dependency on imported petroleum
products cannot support a full delivery of national plans
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and programmes. It is in this spirit that the UDC finds it
prudent to introduce an accelerated programme on coal
beneficiation, such as Coal to Liquid Plants (CTL), the
benefits of this will include:
a. Indigenous production of key economy drivers such
as; diesel, paraffin, petrol, tar, chemicals, fertilisers,
lubricants, detergents and LPG.
b. The majority of the by-products can be used in local
industries as raw materials.
c. There is also a huge potential to export to
neighbouring states that manufacture.
d. There will be direct and indirect employment
creation through such initiatives.
e. We will also be able to augment our power supply
by incorporating power generation into these CTL
plants.
I do acknowledge that the Energy Affairs Department is
making some effort to introduce some types of renewable
energy technologies. It is critical that these efforts be
guided by clear policy, with clear goals, objectives and
achievable targets. This is the reason we, in the UDC
advocate for a Research and Development Unit which
could inform decisive actions to meet the goals. It is also
high time the energy regulator is introduced. Reference
was made to this earlier. It is about time we saw action
and concrete outcomes.
Water and Sanitation
You know the problems that we face. You know that we
have gone without water for days on end in the Greater
Gaborone area and other areas across the country. You
know how it has affected business and companies. You
know ultimately that your government in this regard has
quiet plainly failed. We need to address this failure and
shortcoming.
We need to also finance “Demand Management
Strategies” in relation to water and sanitation, so that we
reduce demand without disturbing the supply. When the
water sector reforms project was implemented, we were
made to believe that its aim was to improve water supply
service delivery in the country. The service delivery has
deteriorated. The continued failure of this government
to address these issues is adversely affecting our people
and the country’s economy.
The performance of the public sector and labour
relations
The public sector in general is the vehicle through which
government takes development to the people. You have
a public sector in which moral is at an all-time low. You
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have a public sector that has become a hindrance rather
than a facilitator in the growth of the economy. There is
an urgent need to embrace Public Sector Reforms if we
are to improve the performance of the public sector. The
paralysis at the Bargaining Council continues, at your
behest, at your instance and employees have become
victims as much by design as by unintended effect. We
suggest that you normalise relations with trade unions.
We also need to professionalise the way we manage our
public service to ensure that merit takes priority.
The performance of public enterprises
These play a central role in our economy. The Minister
in his last address assured the nation that they will devise
mechanisms to enhance monitoring of the operations of
parastatals to ensure that they achieve their objectives
of economic growth and employment creation. This
has not been done. We therefore doubt that government
appreciates the strategic importance of these institutions
to our economy. This is what we see your government
do Minister. We see a proliferation of parastatals that
does not correspond with clear mandates. We doubt
that this will be of any benefit to the country. Increasing
parastatals in the face of their poor performance is not a
solution but it is a further cause for them to fail. It also
adds to duplication of responsibilities and confusion in
the delivery of service. We need reforms, particularly
those that intend to reduce the size and scope of
parastatals. These ought to be implemented as a matter
of great urgency so that we give operational focus to the
parastatals and add value to our economy. Parastatals are
also experiencing outrageous levels of corruption and
mismanagement. Political interference, for example,
in the running of these institutions has denied them the
required levels of professionalism and accountability
by those in charge. As a result, parastatals have become
sources of linkages in government, where billions of
pula go to waste with little or no accountability.
Within this context, we are not surprised at the poor
overall performance of parastatals. Very few parastatals
have performed satisfactorily. The rest continue to
record operational and financial losses. Parastatals such
as BMC, WUC, Air Botswana and BPC recorded losses.
Government invested huge amounts of money to rescue
these institutions but, due to a variety of factors, nothing
concrete has been achieved. Rather, we continue to
pump more funds, without implementing the much
needed reforms, with the hope that things will somehow
improve in terms of service delivery. The consequences
of the poor performance of these institutions are costly
for our economy, especially the current water and power
cuts that affect many of our citizens across the country.
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The performance of parastatals depends on a variety of
factors. Key amongst them is the clarity of their mandate.
As I have already indicated, rather than reforming our
parastatals Government has opted for proliferation. This
will not help in realizing value creation by parastatals.
Instead, we witness duplication of responsibilities
because entities are set up with no clearly defined
agenda. Not only that, service delivery has deteriorated.
Mismanagement and corruption, the twin evils afflicting
parastatals, need to be addressed as a matter of urgency
through the adoption of good governance practices.
As a way of empowering Batswana, Government has
proceeded with privatization of parastatals, with BTCL
shares currently on the market. We do not have a problem
with the restructuring of parastatals; in fact, we are for
a more wholesome, comprehensive and systematic
restructuring of the entire system of state-owned
enterprises. If done properly, it can help resuscitate
ailing entities. We are also aware that privatization is
a word used broadly, and can take different forms. Our
approach to the restructuring of parastatals is one that
seeks to clarify mandates, grant institutions operational
autonomy and inculcate a culture of merit and excellence
without necessarily transferring, unduly, any existing
strategic assets.
In the current listing of BTCL shares we hope ordinary
Batswana will be able to take part. As much as we try to
be positive we doubt that this will materialize. Certainly,
the minimum P1000 shares is way above what an
ordinary Motswana can afford. Particularly for those in
rural areas, that amount is too much for them to raise
given that the majority of them are not in any form of
paid employment. Those employed are also unlikely to
take part in the sale of BTCL because what they receive
is not sufficient enough to allow them to do so.
Furthermore, the motive on the part of Government
to privatize parastatals was that these entities were a
hindrance to the development of the economy; they
were a drain on Government funds. Consequently, the
priority was to privatize loss making entities. We are
surprised at the move to privatize BTCL, an entity
that has shown remarkable turnaround over the past
few years. And we know why this entity managed to
reinvent itself: it addressed managerial inadequacies
which had plagued the organization for many years.
The message from BTCL is simple: the problem with
parastatals is that of leadership and governance. Hence,
good governance and leadership should be prioritized if
parastatals are to achieve their mandate.
FOOD SECURITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
We are in a severe drought. Food prices will go up and
many households that subsist at the margin of poverty

and those that depend on agriculture for their livelihoods
will slip into even more grinding poverty. Yet, in this
budget speech, this regular shock to the economy and
rural livelihoods did not even merit mention despite its
devastating consequences for the welfare of significant
sections of our society. Does this mean we have no
plans to deal with the drought or that we consider it
inconsequential?
We need to know how the government plans to deal with
the challenges of this drought. We, further, also need to
know how the government intends to help farmers to
adapt to climate change.
THE AGENDA SHOULD BE ABOUT CHANGE
I am certain you all listened with interest to the budget
presentation by Minister Matambo on Monday. You
listened with keen interest because each and every one
of you is trying to establish what this budget means to
you and your constituents as well as other stakeholders.
I listened with keen interest too. I was left with not the
slightest doubt in my mind that this country needs change
and it needs it urgently. The whole nation must embrace
change. Change is what will usher in a new approach
to the national discourse on growth and development.
Change is what is required to meet your expectations.
What we heard from the Minister on Monday is simply
a budget allocation of resources that has remained the
same over the years. The Minister offers no hope and
option for the future for the great majority of our people.
His speech does not present any concrete options to set
the country on a growth path to reclaim its glory days. It
fails to account for how last year’s allocation of financial
resources has contributed to all the macro variables
that were reported. In a very big way the Minister’s
speech has failed to tell us how the various Ministerial
allocations have impacted on economic growth.
As usual, we were treated to a distribution of funds
between the various Ministries without a report back on
the impact of the allocations that were made in the last
financial year. Resultantly, the budget speech falls short
of expectation on three critical counts: candour, analysis,
and inspiration. I am not entirely surprised because
the tone for how the executive responds to national
issues was set in the SONA of 04/11/2015. And so,
much like the SONA, this budget betrays an unhealthy
obliviousness to the urgent task of transforming the
economy and our institutions to ramp up productivity
and competitiveness, energise investment, create quality
jobs, eradicate poverty, reduce inequality, give hope to
the country’s cohort of despairing youths, build the
economy’s resilience to shocks and achieve inclusive or
shared prosperity.
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This budget speech closes the era of vision 2016 and
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and
takes us into a possible successor national vision and
the era of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The speech fails to provide a candid account of the
country’s progress or lack thereof, against the Visions
2016 targets. The Minister has elected to evade tough
obligations.
I am concerned about the analytical basis of this budget
speech because I see much in it that defies logic: the
strong endorsement of an ill-conceived and still illdefined Economic Stimulus Package, the weak profiling
of risks the economy faces, the superficial treatment of
key issues such as poverty, inequality and sustainable
development, the disconnect from global thinking on
development … I could go on.
I worry about inspiration because the budget speech,
in both structure and tone, has mechanically stuck to
the bland routine we are accustomed to at this time in
the national calendar. It does not provide any cogent
advocacy for a change of course, nor does it give any
hint of innovative thinking on policy and strategy.
I appreciate that you talk about inclusive growth,
productivity, competitiveness, youth unemployment,
poverty, inequality and other imperatives. But your
speech, Honourable Minister, charts no path to a
resolution of these issues. These issues pepper and litter
your speech as concepts without a cogent case regarding
how we address them.
For the UDC this speech is not about budget allocations
so much as it is about the state of our nation. It is about
what are viewed to be priority areas for expenditure
and key areas for intervention to revive the economy
and give hope to the hundreds of thousands of young
people who are without jobs, and businesses that do not
understand what Government requires of them when the
policy stance is so against them. It is about ensuring a
nation that is secure and not fearful of its leadership. The
greatest threat to our country is not foreign competition
but the absence of tangible domestic opportunities.
We, at the UDC, aim to create those opportunities and
ensure that they are open and available to our people.
The dictates of the Finance and Audit Act impel the
Minister of Finance and Development Planning to
acknowledge that the core of our problem consists, in
the main, of an acute deficit of leadership (political
and administrative) and weak and still weakening
institutions.
The combination of self-aggrandising leaders who lack
foresight and managerial competence and institutions
that are inefficient and decaying has stood in the way
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of the nation’s dream of a high-energy, diversified and
competitive economy that meets the aspirations of its
people and is resilient to shocks. Today, we look to
you, Honourable Minister, to show the way out of this
morass. You cannot do so if you evade the root causes
of the problem. It was never a hostile global market or
defective labour that put to waste the glorious platform
for accelerated development that God gifted us with
in the form of a bounty of minerals. The problem has
always been one of a leadership lacking the foresight to
see the possibilities and the conviction and courage to
act on them.
There seems to be no realization by the Minister and his
Government that the limits of incrementalism have been
reached and what is now required is a new thinking that
imagines the future state of our country and its people.
Given the world’s increasingly volatile economy this
country must now plot a course through an unfamiliar
environment where experience is no longer the key
to the future and where familiar goal posts no longer
matter. As the UDC we aim to create a new direction
for this country where its people and its children are not
only beneficiaries but are the drivers of their destiny.
We are the party of the future and not of the past.
We are the movement and not the establishment. We
acknowledge and celebrate the past but will not become
its willing hostages. Imagination! Imagination, to the
rescue! We imagine a future made possible by changes
in technology, lifestyle, work-style, regulation and
global geo politics. We also envisage an Africa strategy
that places Botswana at the center of the development
agenda of the continent. We imagine ours a country that
leverages on its international rankings to influence the
direction of Africa’s governance and development. We
do not characterize ourselves as a small country but
rather as a strong economy with admirable fundamentals
to assist and, better still, influence the continent.
Madam Speaker, the rhetoric and florid exaggerations
about our historical performance as an economy will
not advance the course of a future in which our children
will exploit their full potential. It is a record we will
safeguard but not be complacent about. We shall pay
tribute to those that served this country and ensured
that we reached this stage of our development. But
we should not become prisoners of our past however
glorious that past might be. The time has come for us to
map a new way and hand the stewardship of this country
to the new leadership that is within our movement, the
Umbrella for Democratic Change. The time has come to
embrace change. We are the future.
Madam Speaker, we are adopting a new approach to
informing the nation about the budget. The allocation
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of resources and the macro economic framework that
the technocrats and indeed Government have developed
over the years are not the subject of the framework that
we are adopting to map the future. We are setting up
priority areas and advocating for initiatives that redefine
the landscape. This is important for the business
community, and indeed the nation, to get matchless
clarity on the policy stance and fresh direction we are
offering the country and its people. I will elaborate on
these during the course of my address.
The stated approach of the current government is to make
budgetary allocations to human capital and physical
infrastructure development because of the effect those
factors have on productivity and competitiveness. We
do not believe that this should be the be-all of the budget
discussions because for all the past years that allocations
have been done and, in many instances increased by
some percentage for both recurrent and development
budgets, there have not been any supporting policy
initiatives to have the desired effects on productivity
and competitiveness.
TECHNOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT
Technology changes and improves lives. It is a
positive catalyst for economic investments. The use
of technology enhances resilience among citizens
and enterprises alike, instilling entrepreneurship and
increasing economic efficiency. Technology supports
growth and thus creates employment. This much is trite.
It is regrettable that not enough has been done to make
Botswana a technology based economy. The UDC
Government will invest heavily in making high speed
internet, Honourable Minister Molefhi, high speed
internet available and accessible to all citizens. The
internet will not only become faster, it will also become
cheaper. This is because the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) fully appreciates the fact that the internet
is a basic necessity in to today’s economic order.

GOVERNMENT REVENUE AND RECEIPTS
We will vigorously consider other technical partners
for the management of Botswana’s diamond mines
other that the current DeBeers arrangement. We believe
that it is necessary to do so and this is informed by our
view that there have been companies including one in
Russia that have been able to perform admirably despite
the global economic slow down and storm against
diamonds. This should add hundreds of millions of
Pula or even billions each year. We would enhance and
prioritize SACU negotiations towards the conclusion of
the revenue sharing formula. The Minister omitted to
mention the status of these negotiations and this could
have a fiscal impact of hundreds of millions or even
billions of Pula per year.
We would significantly enhance Botswana’s current
investment approach, culture, architecture and
infrastructure. The current investment system may
be characterized as an assortment of fragmented
investments on behalf of Government carried out by
various players, Bank of Botswana, BDC, The Public
Officer’s Pension Fund System and a series of public
enterprises whose mandates are not clear. Our approach
is to pull capital resources and strategic assets, assign
clear investment mandates and targets, grant operational
autonomy to the satellite of entities and encourage
a culture of excellence and merit. These resources
if managed in this way, should bring additional net
revenue to Government in the tune of billions per year.
We would offer tax incentives to companies whose
revenues are generated by locally fomented patents. This
should cost Government in initial years but generally it
will generate revenues in later years.
We would significantly expand the Government’s
long term bond or debt programme and introduce its
management as a major cog in the funding of long
term Government sponsored infrastructure projects.
This should also lend the monetary authority a major
instrument for the management of monetary policy and
interest rates.

In today’s world, access to the internet is directly linked
to levels of literacy. Unfortunately and tragically under
the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) Government,
access to the internet is still considered a luxury, reserved
only for those with money. We take the view that the
internet is a basic right; it is a fundamental right; it is
a human right and it must be secured for every citizen.
Under our Government, the economy will become truly
a technology driven economy.

We would in partnership with the private sector,
facilitate the introduction of an Agricultural Guarantee
Scheme to assist deserving farmers, aspiring farmers
and feasible farming projects gain access to Agricultural
funding from a wider spectrum of financiers than from
the wasteful Integrated Support Programme for Arable
Agriculture Development (ISPAAD). This should cut
wasteful spending and save hundreds of millions of Pula
per year.

OUR PROPOSALS

OUTRIGHT EXPENDITURE CUTS

Now listen very carefully because here I set out. I
enumerate.

We would immediately, immediately, cancel the order
of army aircraft.
Hansard No 182
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause)…
MR BOKO: We are not in any war situation. You do not
even have a defence policy. You do not even know what
kind of army or defence support you undertake. What
you are doing is stockpiling of weaponry that become
obsolete every year because you do not know what you
are doing. We would redirect some of this money, the
almost 4 billion that you have pumped in to Defence,
we would redirect some of it away from the aircraft
and towards a range of high impact uses including
more improved equipment and living conditions for the
Army. This would save us billions in fact. It is in fact an
irresponsible expenditure of public resources and those
who are at the fore front will one day answer.
EDUCATION AND SKILLS INNOVATION
We would invest more in a performance framework and
systems to incentivize teachers and school managers
on agreed school student outcomes. We would propose
an additional expenditure of a billon Pula this year on
the development of vocational training and education
in Botswana, properly done. This is a proposal we
advanced last year and the logic remains the same.
HEALTH SERVICE DELIVERY
We would convert, Dr Madigele, major hospitals in to
autonomous Trusts…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Boko, please
address the Speaker. Standing Order 51, you are taking
them one by one.
MR BOKO: Thank you very much Madam Speaker.
We would convert major hospitals in to autonomous
Trusts, run by qualified boards with strict mandate and
management targets. This will cost some money initially
but will result in major savings in years to come. We
would also establish a Health Services Commission
that prescribes standards, incentives and makes
recommendations to the health sector in Botswana.
This one would report directly to the Parliamentary
Committee on Health.
We would establish an independent regulator to enforce
adherence to standards in the health sector.
ECONOMIC INCLUSION
We would implement immediately the abolition of
transfer duty for first time home owners, something that
this Government has failed to do, strangely. We would
introduce tax incentives for companies that embark on
broad-based ownership or shareholding schemes. We
would significantly accelerate and expand efforts to
provide serviced plots at reasonable prices, especially
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for first time property owners. In particular, we would
propose an additional P700 million to purchase more
land and embark on public private partnerships for the
servicing of those land parcels and in order to make
more land available for the housing needs of a large
section of our population.
EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT GOVERNMENT
We would establish a public service commission
consisting of stakeholders other than just those in
Government, responsible for the appointment of key
personnel on merit in the Government system. We also
propose and we insist on this proposal an outlay of P10
million to establish a Parliamentary Budget Office. I
need not rehearse the advantages to Parliament and
the population of this approach, it would have been
possible to provide the public with a neutral assessment
on whether the economy or economic distribution of
income would fare better under our Government-inwaiting proposals or under the current way of doing
things.”
We would transfer more resources and administrative
autonomy to councils or local Government. This
component will include the deployment of qualified
professionals and the training of local government staff
in partnership with management schools.
We would allocate an additional P20 million for the
training of the Police Force as part of significantly
enhancing its capabilities and capacity as a professional
law enforcement agency.
We will insist on a declaration of assets legislation
that entails periodical publication of information
on declaration by all senior Government office
bearers, legislators and councillors who have secured
Government tenders directly or indirectly. The law will
have restrictions on the involvement of such officers in
Government procurement.
THE ECONOMY AND JOB
We would spend an additional P300 million for
further Public Private Partnership (PPP) Research and
Development, commercialization and joint ventures in
potential niche sectors of Botswana such as food (meat
recipes, cheeses, chocolates, morula drinks,), medicines,
material sciences, coal beneficiation, solar technology.
We would invest an additional P800 million in PPPs for
water drainage infrastructure/ technologies and solar/bio
power technologies to both harvest water and generate
power effectively in communities.
We would set up a fund for SMMEs to offer grants
for technology enhancement and to assist SMMEs
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access foreign markets and Government procurement
opportunities.

fuel levies and cigarette levies for use in targeted areas
of our health-care system.

We would legislate and provide more extensive
guidelines on Public Private Partnerships across sectors
in the Botswana economy including PPPs for buildings,
roads, research centres, power stations, agricultural
projects and other initiatives via which the Government
wishes to facilitate the development of our economy
and social welfare.

CONCLUSION

We would deploy the PPP framework to embark on
self-sustaining or profitable special projects which the
private sector alone, or the Government alone, or the
labour unions alone, cannot successfully achieve.
We would legislate guidelines for the use and governance
of public sector employee pensions and provide special
incentives for investment vehicles that invest in large
agriculture and agro-processing projects, as well as in
key strategic sectors such as tourism, manufacturing,
mineral beneficiation and services.
We would repeal the monopoly legislation of the
Botswana Meat Commission, and open up (regulated)
competition in the beef sector and the establishment of a
value chain of meat industries in Botswana, to generate
foreign exchange and jobs for Botswana citizens.
We would establish a power/water regulator, to make the
water and power environment transparent, predictable
and attractive for private stakeholders, other than just
Government.
We would make it possible for all investors, foreign
and local, to secure land, licenses and work permits
within prescribed time limits, as part of a contract the
country will have with potential investors – based on
a transparent performance management system that is
publicly reported on.
LABOUR AND WORKFORCE
We would offer an across the board inflationary
adjustment for all public sector employees of 5 per
cent to 20 per cent for this year with the lower end of
employees receiving the higher end of the proposed
increase, those on the lower end would get 20 per
cent and it will roll down in that manner. We need to
also enhance the spending power of our public sector
employees without jeopardizing financial discipline.
We would embark on a special initiative to improve
Government’s labour relations, and working conditions
within and outside the public service.
We will legislate the use of monies from special levies
such as the alcohol levy, motor-vehicle accident fund

Botswana faces difficult fiscal and economic
circumstances in the years and decades ahead. These
circumstances are more than just an outcome of global
downturns and realities; they are also an indicator of
our own capabilities and determination as a nation. I
have said before, that we have a choice. We either stick
to the traditional ways of doing things and bask in our
past glory – or, we opt for a new way of doing things,
a creative way, a bold way, a transformative way and
an open-minded way. The opposition has offered the
contours of this new way. We offer a way to transform
this country, so that all its people may live in a land
of opportunity, and all its children may become who
they truly aspire to become, if they applied themselves
diligently and creatively.
I have no doubt in my mind that the proposals I have set
out today and many times before will come to pass. Our
people are catching hell, as Frans Vernom says. I speak
to you, I speak to the country out there as an emissary
of hope. I speak to inspire, to uplift and to challenge this
nation. I speak as a prophet, not in the sacerdotal sense of
the word. I am a prophet that does not predict. I envisage
an accessible future which I see prefigured in aspects of
present experience. I view the flawed actual in the light
of a better adjacent possible. I offer tangible anticipation
of a greater life and for this I need no optimism – that
passive and contemplative attitude- because I have hope
which is an impulse to action. The function of hope,
as Joe Ehrmann counsels, is to keep present realities
open to future possibilities. That is my calling. I remain
true to this calling folks. I know the profound joys and
unbearable sorrows that accompany being true to one’s
calling. My motivation is love. My message is love, that
profound and steadfast commitment to the welfare of
others. This country deserves so much better. It yearns
for a UDC Government.
God bless you.
MR GUMA (TATI EAST): Madam Speaker good
afternoon and I want to thank you for giving me this
opportunity to air my views to what I would consider
a very good Budget by the Minister of Finance and
Development Planning. I must say that I am very
happy and very glad that Honourable Minister under
very difficult challenges, you have maintained the very
strong fiscal discipline that this country is known for. I
am not an economist Madam Speaker and those of you
that are schooled in literature would agree with me that
the Shakespearian fool is the most informative of all
Hansard No 182
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characters and therefore today allow me a little bit to
speak with the wisdom of the Shakespearian fool and
the innocence of a child. Let me start from here and try
and appreciate and say certain things as I understand
them and attempt to put them in a perspective that I
know.
Your Budget Honourable Minister is informed by NDP
10, a programme that we adopted here, if I am not wrong
around 2008, which was laid to Vision 2016 which is the
vision that is coming to an end this year and the pillars of
Vision 2016 are known by this Honourable House. The
NDP 10 at that time was faced with a lot of challenges,
the biggest challenge at that time was economic
meltdown; challenges of unemployment and poverty.
The economic meltdown was global, we all know that
and then the Government took a decision deliberately
in 2008 to come up with programmes at that time, I
remember I was with Honourable Gaolathe Senior, we
were together putting up this NDP 10 document. And
that is the very same document that has informed you
in preparation of this budget, because there was nothing
that we could do without coming to this Parliament. It
does not matter what programmes Government intends
to do, whatever Government wanted to do, be either
the stimulus package that we all accept, at least in this
House on the other side, all the programmes has to come
through this Parliament, through the normal channels
that we all know.
So your budget as I know it and as I see it currently,
very conservative, very tight and informed by the
challenges that we all know, the slowdown in revenues,
the unemployment drought, you have remained strict,
tight and we are quite happy about it. Just to summarise,
if one looks at your expenditure patterns, the last
development budget in total or current one was P50
billion projections. You have gone a little bit up to P51
billion. If one looks at the development budget, even
though the numbers appear to be the same but they
relate to different projects but we have stuck to the P14
billion bracket. So in terms of the incremental part of it,
you have maintained that discipline. We are comforted
by that Minister. That is the fiscal discipline that we are
talking about.
I am not going to sit and delve on other criticisms that
are coming but let me just focus on the principles of the
budget as I understand it today and then commend you
for a job well done. We will discuss at a later stage as
ministers present their sectorial budget and then attempt
to unpack what they presented. But what you have
presented to us is comforting. It is not making us panic
because these are difficult times, difficult because the
world economy is not performing. The minerals are on
the decline. We are faced with imminent drought, there
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is a need for us to be disciplined but on the other hand
Government must give us hope. There is nothing wrong
in Government saying within these challenges; I need to
come out with something that gives people hope.
In the thinking of government by coming up with a
stimulus package, it is no different from what we did
in 2008. We had to attempt and inject more funds into
the economy. We were faced with cutting down jobs
but we did not do that. What we had to do was cut on
huge infrastructural projects and put in more money on
maintenance.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR GUMA: Unfortunately sir I have got a short time,
I am not going to stop. Please Honourable Members I
am not going to give in to clarification or any other. I am
just proceeding. So we did that deliberately to maintain
that same vision. Now we are faced with the similar
challenges of an economy that is not performing. We
projected it at 4.6 per cent and now we are coming in
and we are saying the growth is up to 1 per cent. It is
not only Botswana or Southern Africa, it is global. You
have given us that information. Those are facts for all of
us to see. But be that as it may, there is hope. You have
attempted to as much as possible distribute the cake
equitably. We want to commend you on that one.
Now, my understanding is when you are talking
about the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), it is
more about effective delivery of the NDP10 projects
and accelerating them. There was no way you would
have come out with any other project that was never
approved by this Parliament. You have taken projects
that were deferred and pushed them, at least up until
the current financial year. You will by this financial year
around July bring us the NDP11 which is a continuation
of the ESP project, which at that particular point we will
then be bringing in more projects that will assist us in
the economic growth. Those projects must be targeted.
We are going to see them in NDP11 which we all have
to approve. And the process of budgeting, the process
of consultation, has taken place and it is on-going and it
should take place up until we reach that time when you
bring to us the NDP11 document that all of us in this
Parliament in terms of the law have to approve. Once
that document has been approved it should be able to
assist us to achieve the very same growth thinking that
we have. Everything must go through Parliament and it
is critical. We cannot do anything outside the law. We
have never done it before. That is exactly Minister what
you are doing and it is in line with what we have done in
all these years and we appreciate that.
Having then said that Minister, what we will be saying
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and what I am looking at currently and what we are
being faced with is a liquidity issue to assist us to pump
in as much money into the economy. We are faced with
a liquidity issue Minister. You are sitting in and you are
looking at your balance sheet, you say look here I have
got so much assets, I have got so much money which
is tied into assets, I do not have cash but currently as
I stand I am tied by the law, I am tied by the liquidity
issue that I have and you come to this Parliament and
say this is how far I can go. As Honourable Members
of Parliament because this is a Bill we have the
responsibility to interrogate it, make amendments and
make suggestions, even suggestions that he is going to
be presenting to us for NDP11.
Now Honourable Minister, I will be making suggestions
going forward as you will be presenting the NDP11
to us, to say what can we do? We are faced with this
challenge, we all know. You know figures do not lie. In
mathematics there is no however or but, is as is.
My suggestion Minister is that you have included ESP
projects in this budget, it will be unpacked, but that
is not enough. My understanding is there was no way
that particular programme could run in one year or in
six months. It can only run for a minimum period of 3
years and maximum period of 4 years. It can only come
in within a planned period. That can only come in in
NDP11. That is exactly the way I know it and that is
exactly what should happen. We will have to approve
those projects here. Any other project that is coming
now is a project that this Parliament has approved
through NDP10.
Now going forward NDP 11, we will still be faced
with the same liquidity issue, there is a possibility
of diamonds dwindling, there is a possibility of tax
revenues dwindling, what should we do? What are our
suggestions; my suggestion Sir is this; take your balance
sheet, look at your assets, do away with non-performing
assets, do away with non-performing parastatals, we
should move away from those. Convert fixed those
non-performing assets into cash to reduce unnecessary
expenditure. There are other parastatals that you are
constantly pumping in money, and they are not giving us
the desired results, that should be part of the Economic
Stimulus Package; it means a change of thinking in
approach and delivery.
That is all what it means; delivery. Restructuring, when
you are faced with a liquidity issue, the first thing is to
look at what is it that I can dispose of. The disposal of
some of the buildings, and to be honest with you, in
my view I do not see any need for us to be building
teachers houses for teachers living in and around cities.
I do not think so. Government is not in the business

of building houses. We need maybe again as part of
the stimulus package to start giving our civil servants
allowances for them to build themselves houses. That in
itself stimulates growth, and then gives maybe to some
extent securities for those people. Then they own their
own assets, and we can even have construction boom
in the market. I do not even think that we should be
building schools; we are not in the business of building
houses and schools and buildings, we are in the business
of providing education. Education cannot be measured
only by the level of infrastructure that we have, it can
be the job of another institution giving up to the private
sector. Let them be in charge of maintenance, let them
look after their own buildings, that is another tax stream
for you Minister. That is part of the economic stimulus
thinking, it is all about the economic growth. It is all
about the economic growth; it is all about doing things
differently. It is all about delivery. That is the way I
understand government to be saying.
Some of the infrastructure that we want desperately,
this country may not even afford it to build a railway
line because amounts of monies that will be required
will be very high, this country may not even afford to
build the required infrastructure to bring water. We need
to look at privatising those areas giving concessions to
the experts that know how to build railway lines and
that can actually build the infrastructure of water for
us. What it means Sir is there will be Foreign Direct
Investment and there is going to be tax revenue for you.
It is going to be totally impossible for government to
provide everything, it is not possible.
It is high time Batswana come to that realisation that it
is not possible that government will provide everything.
We need to go back to the way we started this country;
self-reliance. Those are my views Minister as you
prepare your NDP 11, we will be together, and we will
be consulting our people.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
MR GUMA: We are in government; at least up until
2019 we are in charge and in control, is it not? So we
have to do that and do what is right.
Having said that Minister, it will not be right for me
not to talk about the challenges being faced by my own
constituency. Some efforts must be made to look for
permanent solutions to fight Foot and Mouth pandemic
in our constituency. The People of Matsiloje, Matopi
and the people of Matshelagabedi le Ditladi are asking
us to work together, look for a permanent solution, even
to the extent of finding ways in which we can live with
elephants and other animals in that area because they
also bring in another source of revenue through tourism.
Hansard No 182
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I want to save time because I am not going to speak
too long, most of my deliberations will come through
Ministerial sections. I wanted to say to you Minister, ‘a
job well done, just stay strong there, we will back you.’
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOREMI (MAUN WEST): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Like Honourable Moyo has said, I will speak
on our experiences in my constituency because I am not
well versed in Economics.
I understand that there are two points, there will be a
State of the Nation which will explain our current
situation as a nation, where are we headed as a nation
and the ways we will take to get there. I know very
well that the State of the Nation Address uses budget to
achieve the said objectives.

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of clarification. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Moremi.
Still there, maybe you should give us the page number
that you are quoting from and the paragraph number so
that we can follow.

As we start this Parliament, I want to refer to the Vice
President’s response to the State of the Nation Address
of 2014. He repeated two words several times; the words
he was using were ‘new deal’, he skipped other pages
and repeated ‘new deal’. That is, we should expect to
see a new way of doing things, a new approach, this is
coming from the Vice President. There are certain words
that are used several times when it comes to Budget
and State of the Nation Address. In 2016, Paragraph
55 the Minister of Finance talks about enhanced living
standards. Still in Paragraph 55 he speaks again about
living in dignity. In Paragraph 56 he talks about poverty
eradication, Paragraph 48 he talks about equitable
access. These issues can also be found regularly in the
State of the Nation Address.

MR MOREMI: Madam Speaker, I trust that you are
paying attention to what I am saying, I have been quoting
the paragraphs and the page numbers, I do not think
Honourable Makgalemele is genuine in his enquiry. The
Vice President presented his speech in 2014, on page 8,
If I may quote him in English Mr English.

In 2014, the Vice president talked about God given
dignity on Page 6 of his speech and also spoke about
upholding dignity on Page 10. In 2016 Honourable
Matambo in the Budget Speech said something about
inclusive growth. He mentioned the same issue in 2015
Paragraph 48.

MR MOREMI: “On this issue of the BDP being
held accountable, we are up to the task,” said the Vice
President. So let us start putting the BDP to account,
let us hold them to account. Maybe we should start by
talking about the issue of Gini coefficient…

Madam Speaker, we must arrive at a common platform
of understanding these issues, because my President
talks of gini coefficient, we all know that we once
used it in this House. Some of us read and are aware
of the poverty that has affected our people in some
constituencies. According to what we have read, we
are told that Gini coefficient is the measurement of
the difference of wealth between the poor and rich. I
do not remember hearing the word ‘Gini coefficient’ in
Honourable Matambo’s Budget Speech but the likes of
International Monetary Fund(IMF) in their 2012 country
report talk about gross inequality in the distribution of
wealth in Botswana. Not IMF only, other institutions as
well talk about income distribution, the unequal nature
of income distribution.
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In the 2014 State of the Nation Address (SONA), the
Vice President on page 17 said that the inequality that
we are talking about is caused by the fact that we are
getting it through diamond production. On page 18 of
that Speech the Vice President stated that they have
put in place a very effective means of redistribution of
wealth. Maybe this is why Honourable Mathambo’s
speech does not have Gini coefficient, I do not know,
you will advise me.
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MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI):
Honourable Member.

Continue

MR MOREMI: “We urge this Parliament across the
political divide to hold us to account,” said the Vice
President. In his 2014 SONA, page 15 the Vice President
stated that, if I may quote Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Continue Honourable Member.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOREMI: There is gross inequality of wealth
in Botswana. Let us research, and come to a common
position, the internationals are saying there is high rate
of poverty in Botswana and the Vice President does
not agree. When touring the constituencies we see this
poverty, it has been mentioned that Ngamiland is the
second poorest district in Botswana and we all know
that. However we do not want Honourable Matambo to
talk about such issues of Gini coefficient in his speech
because we believe we have a very effective method and
what is being said about gross inequality of wealth in
Botswana is not true. That would be task number one,
to establish whether we are in the same boat when it
comes to understanding Gini coefficient and the highly
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unequal distribution of wealth in Botswana. Still there,
we should touch the issue of accountability since it
looks like Gini coefficient will never be mentioned in
Honourable Matambo’s budget. Maybe it does not affect
him, it is not his priority area, he might have that brief.
Madam Speaker, task two I suggest that we review our
constitution. We are saying we have economic avenues,
we see such but they benefit a few not the majority.
There is high rate of gross inequality of wealth in
Botswana but those on the other side of the aisle do not
see it that way. I therefore suggest that we go back to the
Constitution because internationally that is what people
believe.
Still there, we should also remember that the genesis
of the budget is the Constitution, we have the budget
because the Constitution is there, in the section that
Honourable Matambo was mentioning when he
started his speech. The Vice President also stated that
unlike in the United Kingdom, Botswana has a written
constitution; we have constitutional supremacy as
opposed to Parliament supremacy. So there is nothing
that opposes the Constitution that we can do. The
constitution states that the Basarwa who are in Qabo
are the owners of that area and if it happens that we
request that we use that land, maybe for minerals, they
have the rights to the royalties at regular intervals.
That is what the Constitution is saying, but already we
have agreed that gross inequality that we are seeing is
caused by the nature in which we receive our income,
our revenues as a country. But if we are going against
what the Constitution says, how are we going to pass
a budget if the sources of that revenue are against the
constitution? How do we do that? It would be illegal and
unconstitutional. In future I am going to fail to debate
on the budget because it is against the Constitution. Our
revenue sources differ from the Constitution.
When President Khama opened the mine at Ghaghoo
he was promoting corporate social responsibility, I
remember one Member of Parliament arguing that, “at
least let us legalise it.” This is because those people
have absolutely nothing binding them to carry out that
social responsibility in that area because it is not legally
binding. What they read is the Constitution which binds
them to pay those locals royalty but still it does not
happen. Even if you can read the literature of Botswana
trying to disaggregate royalty from mining tax or from
other mining related revenue you will hit a dead end.
You are not going to succeed because we are refusing to
implement the Constitution; we want to hide everything
so that people are unable to understand it.
At Ntlo ya Dikgosi on the 5th February 1998, I asked
Question 55 that what are the Central Kgalagadi

residents given, do they have Trusts. I understand the
High Court, the Constitution stipulates that the land
belongs to them but that is not the case. They are going
to be Wilderness safari and if we investigate who their
shareholders are we are going to know them but starting
from 1998 to 2015 there was not even a single Trust.
The revenues which were being pursued by the tourism
are not benefiting those locals. In fact this was just the
government’s plot to evacuate them from there and place
Wilderness Safari; from there the revenues generated
goes towards Honourable Matambo’s budget.
During the launch of Ghaghoo mine, revenues go
towards Honourable Matambo’s budget but the
Constitution is there in black and white that the locals
should receive mineral royalty. I have stated them
earlier Mr Speaker, even the mining activity is being
taxed. On top of that there is VAT and the right to mine,
its ownership resource is there, the only local’s benefit
is royalty. We are completely against this.
The third task is accountability; the Vice President said,
“Hold the BDP to account.” We would like to see the
Mineral Rights Agreement. Those who were in the
past Parliament might remember, it is claimed that the
documents are lost. Honourable Tsogwane can support
me on this, if a question is asked that, where are the
Mineral Rights Agreement, the answer is, they are lost
we are still looking for them. That is the answer I was
given to Question 515 Wednesday 7th July 2010. I asked
a supplementary that, “wherever they are lost are you
still trying to find them?” the response was “you are
sailing too close to the wind,” by Minister Kedikilwe in
this Parliament, it is there in the Hansard.
You are sailing too close to the wind, but the Vice
President says “hold us to account as the BDP
Government.” When you are ask where the documents
are, the answer is no they are lost and you are beginning
to sail too close to the wind. Mineral Rights Agreements
are the ones transferring mineral rights from the
previous owners to government. So Constitution presupposes that the government got these rights from
another source but if you ask for the agreement as we
are an open and transparent nation, now you are sailing
too close to the wind.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOREMI: Section 284 of Penal Code Mr Speaker
talks about to conceal deeds. To conceal deeds is a crime
in the Penal Code. The Government is the Trustee of the
records and to conceal them and threaten you yet we
claim that hold us account as the Botswana Democratic
Party government. In the Trust if you claim to have lost
the documents, you have lost. It is going to come up in
Hansard No 182

25

Wednesday 3rdFebruary, 2016

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

Court; Kgosi of Batawana is going to appeal at the High
Court, I request to see the Mineral Transfer Agreement
then the response is, I do not know where there are…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR MOREMI: No, I am going to send him, I am his
Member of Parliament, in fact I am standing here to
represent him…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are representing
him.
MR MOREMI: Yes I am representing him.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, be careful, they
should not derail you.
MR MOREMI: They already did. Task four is
consistency; on the 27th November 2015 Honourable
Makgalemele came here and said, “there is a growing
tendency by some to try to turn back the clock with
what amounts to privatisation of shared assets.” Mr
Speaker, Honourable Makgalemele mentioned Moremi
Game Reserve in it. We know, the records are there,
there was IUCN and FAO which conducts consultancy
in Botswana; it was invited by the Fauna Conservation
Society. It did the consultancy. I have got a copy and
people all over the world have copies. It was in the
archives. It has now disappeared from the archives but
it is there in the consultancy. Bangwato and Bakwena
were said to have to replicate this model of Moremi
Game Reserve if it is there.
But when debating Game Policy in Parliament in 1961,
Honourable Seretse refuted that not at the Bangwato
because they want to venture into pastoral farming,
cattle farming and those pests do not go hand in hand.
These statements are there in the Hansard but when
you ask, “do you remember the Game debate in 1961?”
Minister maintains that he does not have any record
of Game debate. It is there. I know that tomorrow it is
going to disappear at the archives but it is all over the
countries.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker…
MR SPEAKER: Why are you sitting down Honourable
Member?
MR MOREMI: I am yielding for Honourable Kgoroba.
MR SPEAKER: Oh, you are doing it on your own that
side?
MR KGOROBA: On a point of elucidation. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Honourable Moremi, I heard you saying
1961. Were you trying to say 71 or 61?
MR MOREMI: No, I was saying 1961. Legislative
Council of 61. I believe it is the one which gave birth
to Parliament. Maybe Parliament was birthed by
independence declaration. Okay! Let us leave it.
Honourable Speaker there is task 5, which the Vice
President had requested that we must take Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) to task. I am on it. I am on
task 5 and I will soon conclude. Mr Speaker, when you
depart from your trajectory to now cause injury to me or
to another, with the facts which you also know that they
are incorrect, I think I am entitled to call it lying; you are
lying. Task number 5, stop lying.
Honourable Makgalemele you came here, I believe
you have taken after Honourable Mokalake who was
here. Honourable Makgalemele wants us to believe
that at the request of Batawana, the government called
Kgosi Letsholathebe, who called a Kgotla meeting then
Moremi Game Reserve was transferred to the land
board. Honourable Makgalemele there is a report which
you talked about last year when you came to lie to us…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Laughter…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification, Kgosi.

MR SPEAKER: No, do not use those words Honourable
Member.

MR MOREMI: No, sorry, I do not have time Sir.
CBNR Policy 2007 also stipulates that at Paragraph 13,
“people who live close to natural resources generally
absorb the greatest cost of their conservation.”
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Reserve is huge. So if you refused with your cattle then
later turn around and say yours are a national resource
is unfair. I even use mine to put my children through
school, when it was suggested that Game Reserves
should be established you refused and treasured your
cattle. Read Guardian of 1958, dated 03 March, the
Guardian of the United Kingdom.

MR MOREMI: No, I was saying when you deliberately
distort facts to injure me…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, do not use
words like “you are lying to us.”

MR MOREMI: That is the opportunity that they pay
in establishing conservation concept like Moremi Game

MR MOREMI: I demand to be entitled to call you a
liar.
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MR SPEAKER: Order Honourable Moremi. I am
not disputing the fact that you can be unhappy when
untruths are said about you. Let us use words which we
would prefer to be used on us by others. I always advise
you that words like “he lied to us,” “he is lying” are not
words appropriate for adults or people of your calibre
in Parliament. Select the vocabulary which suits you as
Members of Parliament.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Mr Speaker. At the time
when these issues are taking place, we would be trying
to help and wholly speakership we will not be allowed
to speak. I mean when you deliberately depart from true
facts to injure another, appropriate words can be sought
for you.
I was saying a report is there and it was done by E.T.
Matenge on the 15 of September 1976. Those who were
present asked Mr Matenge and Mr Patrick Bagwasi. Mr
Matenge was the Director of Wildlife and Bagwasi was
the Permanent Secretary at Lands. The people who were
gathered there asked is he had come to consult or he had
come with a fait accompli. The Batawana know English,
and they said Honourable Minister what you are doing
is not consultation. You are just informing us. And
they said we shall explain the word consultation. In
that report this discussion is captured. And in the same
report ownership of this property is well documented.
It is there. It is available. You are the keeper of records
go and look into that. Now veer from that journey of
untruths that you were on, and come back to the truth
of the matter.
Mr Speaker, I want to conclude. I have run out of time.
I want to conclude by saying since we are debating the
budget speech, let me comment by saying if the budget
is going to draw from revenues unlawfully, it is illegal.
Therefore it cannot pass on that. It is unconstitutional.
The other thing is that since the inequality that then
visits our population is scary…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOREMI: No further clarification. We have talked
about prudence, but since 2008 we have deviated from the
National Development Plan (NDP10) like Honourable
Moyo was saying. We once talked about prudence,
there was recession. It created a backlog of projects.
Ask Honourable Mokaila he gave such a response
saying there is a Water Master Plan of 2001 and the Vice
President also talked about the Water Master Plan during
an interview in the papers, 1992. Honourable Mokaila
said it here, and we asked him, “Honourable Mokaila,
if you had followed the Water Master Plan the way it
was, were there going to be water flow interruptions in
Gaborone?” He responded by saying, “No there would

not be any water flow interruptions, but we had hoped it
would rain in Gaborone.” He said so.
If the Water Master Plan was implemented, the flow of
water would not be interrupted in Gaborone because the
North-South water carrier would have been completed
under NDP 10 as planned. We got cold feet and said
let us pray, maybe it will rain. Now when one asks,
they say, “We do not cause rain to fall.” The very same
government did not construct the pipeline according
to what the NDP 10 plan stipulated. If you may ask
about the reserves which were there in that period,
this project could have succeeded. Water is basic.
Honourable Former Vice President told you so the other
time, Mr Mogae. You cannot deny people water by
not implementing existing plans, having funds at your
disposal and saying you do not make rain fall. When
you fail to plan, you fail to implement.
Even the daily 20 per cent under expenditure, I do not
know how we are going to address it because we are
able to abandon projects…
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up Honourable member.
MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): I also wanted to
comment on the Budget Speech which was presented
by the Minister. Let me welcome it wholeheartedly.
It is good; it has good things which we are going to
make a living with in store for us. In starting, since I
was listening to the Leader of the Opposition debating,
let me comment on his first before going to the Budget
Speech. Let me point out that the speech was quite long.
He outlined how he was going to serve the nation. I am
afraid and wondering how these many promises that are
made to Batswana are going to be accomplished in such
a short time. Actually he is saying how he is going to
accomplish them but not stating where the funds will
come from. He is only saying that they are going to
do projects and change everything. The Honourable
Member here probably has so much to offer and I
suppose it will take about 40 years to do all that he has
mentioned. They are big projects and they will require a
lot of funds and time. So, I am afraid that they will not
be done properly.
We are all looking at one source; it is not like the
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) has a different
source. It is the same source that is used by the Botswana
Democratic Party right now. So, the magic that they are
going to use of dishing out many projects sounds scary.
We wonder if this is not only a scam to get into power
and then make Batswana suffer. Anyway, Batswana are
listening, they are analytical people.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
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MR MARKUS: I know that they will now start talking.
I am touching the points that will shake them, but I
am not there yet. Honourable Member, we should also
appreciate that we will never agree. You are politicians
that side and we are politicians too this side and there
is no how we can agree. You have your policies and we
have ours at the BDP and those are the ones I am talking
about. I am afraid that you will be dishing too much
that you might end up depleting our funds. Everything
you say sounds so simple like magic. That unsettles us
Honourable Members and we urge you to stop derailing
Batswana because they are listening to you and they will
dump you too.
Honourable Boko is saying that when he gets into power,
he will bring in reputable teachers and that implies that
to him the current teachers are not worth it. That is sad
and demeaning to the teachers which can even offend
them. It looks like you are criticising the BDP and I
do not see you bringing programmes which will take
Batswana from point A to point B. All I see is criticism.
You do not have anything to offer Batswana, but only
criticise; that is all you are doing. Personally I do not
see anything and that worries me. I thought you will
come up with something. You said that you are going
to give Batswana laptops and when I calculated, they
would amount to 1.1 billion just for secondary schools
in one year. I am afraid as wondering where you will get
these funds.
Honourable Members, we should be careful about this,
it is not right. It is painful to have a leader who will
cheat Batswana this much and derail them for political
mileage. They will realise that you are not good for
Botswana. Honourable Members, I have been hearing
people say it is time for change, but I feel this is the time
to retain the Botswana Democratic Party Government.
We know how much the BDP government has done for
Botswana. This government has worked for you since
your childhood days and you cannot now be saying the
BDP government is not doing anything. You are the
BDP defectors and if someone chooses to take their
route, there is nothing you can do except to let them
go. The prodigal son demanded heritage from his father
who gave it to him, splashed and came back. You want
heritage at your ages, it is not yet time. Your time will
come. This is the time for Batswana to retain the BDP
in power. We should not remove the BDP from power
because we may get into problems. That is what I
wanted to say regarding Honourable Boko`s disturbing
words which do not have any future.
Honourable Members, let me now get onto my issues.
The implementation of the National Development Plan
(NDP 10) has failed due to various reasons. Towards its
implementation, we experienced the economic crunch
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setback and since the BDP is futuristic, it was decided
that all projects should be halted. Honourable Members,
since the economy is improving, we will now do our
things accordingly. During the recession, we did not hear
of any refugees in Botswana nor heard that Batswana
are dying of hunger, but we continued to survive in the
ways we did.
Honourable Members, we recently had the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) and what actually is it? You
should ask what the ESP that you always talk about is. It
is not here to do miracles; rather it is going to stimulate
the already existing projects. There is no way we can live
without any projects, no matter what terminology you
will give to that programme, you will still do projects
as the UDC. So this is exactly what we are doing, fast
tracking projects through a programme that is necessary
at this juncture. That is what is happening, no matter
what project it is. You will make Batswana live better
through the UDC. That is exactly what the ESP is all
about. So I hear a lot of speculation about what the ESP
has for us. It has our projects which we are stimulating.
If you do not know what the ESP is all about, that is it
and your silence tells me you now understand and I am
thankful for that.
I get satisfied whenever I hear about the ESP and
recently, it was talked about the Maun Water Plan. This
is a major plan which we have long been waiting for. It
is not Maun only, it will be for the whole of Botswana.
Let me challenge the Minister and say, water is life, if
it were me, we could halt other projects and attend to
the water situation first. After attending to the water
situation and having made sure that Botswana as a
whole is covered, maybe that is when we could attend
to other important projects. If there is no water, there is
no life, my request therefore is that we should be serious
and make sure there is water to drink in Botswana. If
there is no water, people will die.
Electricity; nowadays electricity is no longer luxury, we
need it. Let us make sure that the whole of Botswana
is electrified. Solar power energy should be utilized in
villages. We are blessed with a lot of sun energy and if
we utilize it, we can never run out of electricity. Remote
areas also need to be electrified so that the residents
could also see in the night time. I have not come here
today to speak for my constituency but about the Budget
Speech. I will speak for my constituency when the time
for Ministry by Ministry comes. Therefore I do not have
much to say.
MR MOREMI: Elucidation.
MR MARKUS: I will yield but in the meantime allow
me to say a few words.
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Roads; we need roads in our villages. Roads need to be
attended to country wide. Funds should be released so
that these roads may materialize. This is a time to shame
our enemies to show them that Botswana Democratic
Party (Domkrag) is hard at work, so that they will have
nothing to say against us when they are at the Freedom
Squares. We should stand up, work hard and not give
them that satisfaction. Honourable Members, there is
an issue that I want to propose country wide. We have
shortage of vehicles in our Dikgotla and vehicles are
expensive. You will find that a 4 by 4 vehicle costs
around P450 000. My request Minister is that you
should also consider Japanese vehicles. These vehicles
are just okay. We are using the Japanese 4 by 4 vehicles
and they can go as far as five years without giving you
any problem. Maybe we should start thinking of buying
Japanese 4 by 4 vehicles for our Dikgotla in the villages
because vehicles are expensive. That is my request.
Minister, a new vehicle at a cheaper price costs P400
00 and the expensive one goes as far as P450 000. In
my constituency, if we are to purchase the one which
costs P450 000, we will need P5 850 000 for all the 13
Dikgotla in my constituency. If for an example we are
to take all Botswana constituencies using the figure in
my constituency, we will need P333 million to purchase
new vehicles.
If maybe a Japanese 4 by 4 vehicle costs around P90 000,
we will only need P1.1 million for my constituency and
P66 million for the 57 constituencies. The difference of
P66 million from P333 million is P266 million. These
are huge sums of money that we can use for something.
My request is that we should consider these vehicles
because they can help us in our Dikgotla where you find
that there is a lot of crime but no vehicles, therefore the
Police are hindered from rushing to go and apprehend the
criminals. My request Honourable Members is that we
should look into these Japanese vehicles and maybe call
upon mechanics from Central Organisation Transport
(CTO) to go and check if they are in a good condition
and if not you can come up with an idea which can birth
a better solution. Let us try to buy these vehicles for our
Dikgotla and maybe even for other departments.
Honourable Members, there is an issue I am concerned
about. There is a situation whereby funds are requested
to go and build a school. A tender will be advertised
specifying that the school will be built for P5 million,
the secret is out. The one tendering will know that the
school will have to cost P5 million, they will tender for
the P5 million. Honourable Members, the government
is being manipulated. Is it not possible that before there
is a tender, we give our drawings to contractors and
ask them to tell us their price if they were to build that
school before we divulge how much we have?

We need to be careful Honourable Members because
this is costly for us, not only in a school tender that was
just an example. Let us not divulge the amounts attached
to tenders but rather let us enquire from the contractors
how much it will cost. After they give us their prices,
we negotiate, we have to negotiate that no, it seems your
price is too steep, is it not possible to give us a discount
again? You will see that we will accrue a very big saving
in a number of projects.
Honourable Members, there is the issue of land servicing.
We are facing serious challenges in our constituencies in
Botswana. We have no roads branching into our homes.
When funds are allocated, please ensure that these
people are allocated a hefty amount for development.
How painful it is, to be allocated land in a bushy area,
even your small car cannot go through, the best thing
will be to park it far and walk to your home. That is not
good for us Honourable Members.
Fiber network has been installed in some areas but the
painful thing is that there is no electricity and we do not
know what the use of having it Minister is. Let us make
sure that they are allocated funds for electricity so that
they may also reap the benefits. Right now if you go to
Khwai, Mababe and Sankoyo for an example, the cable
has just passed through but it is not beneficial to them, it
is just a toy because there is no electricity. It was just an
example, it is not like I am speaking for my constituency
Honourable Members, and it is because that is the only
area I know.
Thank you, Kgosi is becoming impatient with me…
MR MOREMI: Elucidation. Mr Speaker, this is what is
meant by President Boko when he talks about to harvest
and generate power by communities. Now, going back
to regulations of the power sector, if it is allowed, you
could see the children/ youth at Mababe and Khwai,
in possession of laptops as a result of the community
having harvested power and they are able to access the
opportunities available. When you put an imposter (in
terms of fibre network) and claim to have connected
internet, when there is no power or laptops, this is what
our President meant when he spoke of harvesting and
generating power by communities.
MR MARKUS: You did not hear me correctly Kgosi,
I meant that the money seemed not real. The amount is
just too high to be true.
Honourable Members I was only saying in our budget
it has been decided that 15 per cent of the budget will
be reserved for the youth and we are really grateful for
that as this initiative could take our country forward.
Maybe we should give priority to the students who have
just graduated from the Vocational training institutions.
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They have nothing as we speak, after training they
return to their homes as they have nothing, no tools or
anything. I was thinking maybe in their allowances you
could save P20.00 or P30.00 so that when they finish
we can purchase some tools for them. This could really
assist these students.

Let me also request that when allocating compensation
funds to farmers whose crops were destroyed by
livestock, you should concentrate more at the North
West constituency and allocate more because it has
more animals as compared to other areas and therefore
farmers lose more crops due to this.

The other thing Honourable Minister of Finance that
I would urge you to do is to budget for more money.
Things are very expensive in Maun, Ngamiland and
North West. Just to transport material, we buy building
material and grocery there and it is very expensive
because of high cost of transportation. You should start
thinking about constructing a railway line going to
Ngamiland; it could really help us because currently
the train is cheaper to transport goods as compared to
vehicles.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to say my
piece, maybe Honourable Boko will also start preparing
more in order to give facts to Batswana. I thank you.

The issue of health, the hospitals are there and we
are thankful for them. However there is shortage of
doctors, there should be a budget to recruit doctors to
the hospitals.
There is also shortage of accommodation for workers
out there Minister; we should therefore provide
accommodation for the people who work in remote
areas. They are suffering so they should be given
accommodation so that they live happily.
Honourable Member I will then talk about issues that
really affect me. In my conclusion I would like to
request that you start using money to fight Foot and
Mouth disease in Ngamiland District and other areas
that have been affected by the disease. Let us eliminate
this disease completely.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. I thank you Honourable Member of
Parliament, I believe you are handling it so well and I
think you are stressing a point that should remind one
Honourable Member whose constituency is next to
yours that maybe your ideas could assist in reducing the
difference between the rich and the poor.
MR MARKUS: Thank you, he is my Kgosi he heard
you. I would like to urge the Minister to put money
aside for foot and mouth disease. Foot and Mouth
disease needs to be given priority as it is a huge national
concern, and needs to be permanently stopped.
Honourable Members let me also state that the
Ngamiland Constituency is experiencing drought,
Batawana are highly affected by this drought. Not only
Ngamiland Constituency, but the rest of Botswana is
going to need some financial assistance to curb this
problem. If you can visit this constituency, it is a very
sad sight.
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MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank
you Mr Speaker. Let me also take this opportunity to
thank the Almighty God for the opportunity that has
been presented to me this afternoon, to deliberate on
the National Budget as presented by the Honourable
Minister of Finance.
Mr Speaker, I am a worried man, what worries me a
lot is that when I listened attentively to the Honourable
Minister of Finance delivering the Budget Speech, what
I could derive from this speech is that the speech lacked
wisdom, there was no hope for Batswana on the speech
that was delivered by the Honourable Minister.
What also worries me Mr Speaker is that, the economy
of our beloved country Botswana is in the hands of
foreigners, and foreigners that I am referring to are
foreigners of Muslim religion, are foreigners of Hindu
religion. What also worries me is that, if we were to look
for the top 10 richest people in Botswana, you will not
find a Christian amongst the top 10 richest people in
Botswana. It is very multi-worrisome Mr Speaker. This
is what I have always said, that the problems that we
have in this country are not physically Mr Speaker, but
they are spiritual. It is Christians Honourable Members
that continue to be destitute, that continue to lavish
in poverty, I have never seen any nation languishing
in poverty except the Christians in this country of
Botswana. To me I believe that time has come for us as
the leadership of this country…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Honourable
Minister when you started, you thanked God almighty
but everything you said after that was Satanism and
religious racism. I do not know why you are comparing
the two.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Moswaane
you could have advised Honourable Minister how he
should have put his statement and lets avoid fights and
focus more on debating on the budget speech.
MR NKAIGWA: Every Christian will suffer
persecutions, we shall suffer trials, but that will not deter
us from moving forward and preaching the gospel as it
is written in the Holy Bible. That is why I am calling
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upon all Christians to rise in prayer and fight for what
belongs to us in this country. I will not hide from telling
the truth that the blessings of this nation belong to us as
Christians and therefore Honourable Members, we need
to rise up to the challenge that has been presented to our
nation. I also call upon the President of this country, Dr
Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama to dedicate this country to God
because that is one thing that we need to work on as
the foundations of our nation. I am telling you, failure
to do that we shall continue to be in a country whereby
we are said to be rich whilst our people are being poor.
Even for the working, those that we think they are
working, they still continue to languish in poverty. But
your programmes that you can come up with will not
work because this country has not been dedicated to the
almighty God.

achieve as a nation. We have had Vision 2016, it has
come to pass. No one is coming to us, including the
Minister of Finance to say these are our success stories,
these are our failures and this is what we are prepared
to do moving forward. We are being presented with a
budget that we do not even know its foundation. One
would propose that what could have come first is the
National Development Plan 11 before we can think
of the national budget for 2016/2017. That is my own
understanding. You put up a vision and on that vision,
you put up the flesh and the budget to that particular
vision but here is a government that say I am going to
spend money lavishly on things that I believe they can
change the livelihoods of Batswana. For me I believe
this is a serious joke of the year.

MR SPEAKER: No, talk to him properly because you
are provoking him.

Mr Speaker, I so wish His Honour the Vice President
could be here when I am deliberating on the budget
speech. The reasons are that, we are unfortunate as a
nation to have a Vice President of his calibre. A Vice
President who has appeared on national television, on
national radio, recruiting members from the Umbrella
for Democratic Change with promises that they will
be given money under the ESP programme. A Vice
President who stoops so low to recruit young people and
rent houses for them …(interruptions)… pay rentals for
them. A Vice President who ask young people…

MR MARKUS: On a point of order Mr Speaker. I wish
to tell Honourable Nkaigwa that I did not naturalise
my citizenship. I was born and bred up in Maun, I am
Moyei. I just want him to know that. Should he continue
using such kind of words, maybe he will not like it when
I call him Mokalakanyana. Maybe he would not like it.
He would not like that.

MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order Mr Speaker.
I thought you heard him Mr Speaker; we are not at the
freedom square, we are on the budget. I thought you
would call him to order because this Honourable Member
is raising controversial issues which are discriminatory
against other religions. Lies and shocking details. I do
not think you should allow that.

MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Markus. Let us close
that issue. Address each properly. Just concentrate on
the issue tabled by Honourable Matambo.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, order.

I was listening Mr Speaker to Honourable Markus, one
of the few naturalised Batswana who have benefited so
well in this country, who is proud to be a Motswana,
who has the audacity to speak the way he has been
speaking because he is not languishing in poverty that
the many Batswana are languishing in. Yes, continue to
enjoy the fruits of our nation…

MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I know many
are going to rise because I am not a common figure, I
am not of this world, I might be a young person but the
power that is in me is just too much. I am proud to be a
Mokalaka by origin, and I speak Ikalanga more fluently.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, I said we should
close that issue, do not dwell on those issues, debate the
budget.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, failure does not come
as a surprise, failure is engineered. It is not wrong for
the Leader of the Opposition to empower and to educate
members of the ruling party on the recipes of success.
Success comes out of commitment and diligence. It
comes out of a vision. You cannot expect to succeed
if you do not have a clear vision on what you want to

MR MOSWAANE: No, I am listening attentively but
we are getting annoyed.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
what is going on with you? Avoid words which are
disrespectful when addressing each other in Parliament
furthermore you are Honourable Members remember
that the audience learn a lot from you so it is important
to use words which reflect that we are Honourable
Members in this House. Honourable Nkaigwa try to
choose your words wisely when you debate and stop
provoking each other. Concentrate on debating towards
the budget presented by Honourable Matambo. Is that
so difficult Honourable Members.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, thank you. Nothing shall
deter me from telling the truth. Honourable Bathobakae,
I think you can handle Honourable Moswaane
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better because I think he happens to wake up in your
constituency every day.

MR MOSWAANE: No, I am telling you Mr Speaker,
you favour Opposition, you are scared of them.

MR MOSWAANE: Order Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER: Leave Honourable Member.

MR SPEAKER: No. Order! Honourable Moswaane,
switch off that microphone.

MR MOSWAANE: I am not leaving.

MR MOSWAANE: Call that person to order if he
wants to proceed! I am not going to listen to a stupid
pastor like him.
MR SPEAKER: Order, Honourable Moswaane,
you will create problems for yourself. Switch off that
microphone.
MR MOSWAANE: … stupid Nkaigwa, never, ever!

escort

the

MR MOSWAANE: We cannot just be insulted while
you are just seated there. It is an insult to me.
MR SPEAKER: Switch off that microphone and leave.
MR MOSWAANE: No, Mr Speaker I am not leaving,
never.

MR MOSWAANE: Yes sir.

MR SPEAKER: Sergeant-at-arms, escort the
Honourable Member out of Parliament if he fails to
oblige use force.

MR SPEAKER: If you repeat that, I am going to order
you out.

MR MOSWAANE: You are abusing your power. And I
will deal with you forever. I will hate you forever.

MR MOSWAANE: I do not care.

MR SPEAKER: Sergeant-at-arms, I said if the
Honourable Member does not oblige, force him.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, stand up and
leave. You say, “I do not care.” while I try to call you
to order.
MR MOSWAANE: I do not care about the Nkaigwa’s
speech Nkaigwa, and I will never care.
MR SPEAKER: No, just leave.
MR MOSWAANE: A silly Nkaigwa, pastor, I do not
care.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: He cannot come here to insult me
for any reason.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, leave.
MR MOSWAANE: He does not have that thing. I will
never wake up from Tlokweng no matter how hard you
pray. You hear me.

MR MOSWAANE: I am going to deal with you and I
will never respect you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, you
now see the consequences of not addressing each
other properly. Please remember that as Members of
Parliament we did not come here for jokes, use words
which are non-offensive and stop provoking and
annoying each other. I do not want to be involved in
these issues which you are creating. Please just talk
about the matter which was presented by Honourable
Matambo and stop provoking each other, talking to one
another as if you are not adults. Honourable Nkaigwa,
please talk about the Budget Speech.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank you
Mr Speaker...

MR MOSWAANE: No, he is entertaining Opposition,
Speaker. You are entertaining them.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Point of order. Mr Speaker, on a very serious note and on
a sad note, I am rising on a point of order in connection
with what Honourable Nkaigwa has just said. He is
seriously imputing improper motives with impunity on
the Vice President (VP) of the ruling party. He alleged
he is ashamed that the VP is recruiting Members from
the Opposition promising them money and housing.
That is a serious allegation Mr Speaker which needs to
be backed information.

MR SPEAKER: Sergeant-at-arms, just escort the
Honourable Member outside.

I think Mr Speaker I will ask your indulgence to try and
request Honourable Nkaigwa to support with evidence

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: You are full of lies, you are using
the Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, switch off
that microphone and leave.
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what he is saying. I hope Mr Speaker as you have
indicated; we must talk to each other within the bounds
of respect. That is all that means to be an Honourable
Member. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Father of the House, when I am
here on this seat, I am not with you in the debate. I am
just listening to how you debate, how you address one
another. If Honourable Nkaigwa is on the floor debating
and he says something about the Vice President, as I
was attentively listening to him; the Vice President is a
Member of this House, he will answer for himself when
his turn comes. I do not know where the words which
were spoken are written, or I am not sure where you
heard him say the words, or where you saw the words
written. I have a restraint to accuse him of not telling the
truth because I do not know where he got those words
from, but his Honour the Vice President is a Member of
this House; he will speak for himself when he is here
and set the record straight. Now Honourable Nkaigwa,
please do what you came for in Parliament. Represent
the people of Gaborone North with regard to budget
allocations.
MR GUMA: On a point of order. Mr Speaker Sir, this
House gets to be out of order when we discuss issues
that are not a subject matter for today. The subject
matter for today is not about the conduct of any other
activity outside, but a response to the Minister’s Speech.
So, if we are going to be bringing in issues that are not
relevant, that are outside, the rules of this Parliament
are against that. The Honourable Member is out of
order. We should not even be tolerating that particular
discussion that is outside what we are supposed to be
discussing today. I am only asking you Sir to make sure
that Honourable Members stick to the issues of what
we are in here for today which is the budget, and not
bringing in other issues that are going to derail us. The
Standing Order is clear on these kinds of conducts.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Guma, you are
saying exactly what I have just said. I was saying it
in plain Setswana that we should focus on the Budget
which was presented by Honourable Matambo. You
should desist from these other issues which I do not
know where you are getting them from; which do not
even have proof, yet provocative to others. Let us just
come back to the budget issue. That is my request. I do
not want to interrupt you when you debate. Please let us
focus on what we came to Parliament for.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: On me again?
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker...

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Point of procedure. Mr Speaker, not on any single day
I wish to create a dialogue between you and me, or to
try and go over a point that you have decided upon.
But I am worried Mr Speaker, because if you do not
rule and the Honourable Member continues to impute
improper motives on a Member who is not here, only on
a hope that one day that Member will respond is not fair
because the VP is not here Mr Speaker. It has nothing
to do with whether he is present or not present. We are
actually dealing with principles here. We are dealing
with the rules and procedures of this House. Whether
the VP is going to respond to Nkaigwa’s remarks is
neither here nor there. We have to make sure that this
House runs smoothly.
We have just experienced a Member who has been
driven out of this House on the same subject and we
must take this subject seriously with the seriousness
it deserves. Mr Nkaigwa must be called to order.
You remember Honourable Speaker, that is the same
Honourable Nkaigwa who resisted your ruling in the
past sitting and he got away with murder and that issue
was never revisited. He is doing it for the second time, I
thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Tsogwane, do not
take anything personally; I have made a ruling on that
matter. I said Honourable Nkaigwa should come back
to the matter on the floor which is the Budget Speech.
Now let us come back to this issue. If we can focus on
the Budget, there will not be any conflicts or arguments.
I am attentively listening to Honourable Nkaigwa, and
I have been calling him to order that he should not
provoke others; that he should focus on the Budget and
not say anything which is not in line. That is what he
came to Parliament for, and I have requested as such.
Honourable Member, please do what you came here for;
which is advocating for the people of Gaborone North.
You should address the Budget which was presented by
Honourable Matambo.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, I thank you. The little
promise or the little message that I give to my colleagues
is that you can fight God, but you will never win against
God. God has ordained change upon this nation and this
change shall be a reality come 2019. Whoever is going
to be fighting God will not win the battle against God.
If God has said the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC) shall take power in 2019, it shall come to pass
and it shall be. I know there are those that believe when
they see things happening, but just wait for change when
Batswana and the hope that Batswana have always
had shall be accomplished. We are moving in the right
direction.
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Mr Speaker, let me divert from the spiritual gifts that
I have from the almighty God that I was sharing with
Honourable Members. I believe they are also important
in shaping the future of this country, and in shaping our
national budget. This is because if we are going to be
budgeting without seeking God’s wisdom, I am telling
you we are bound to be where we are right now. We
are bound to celebrate programmes like the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) which God has shown me
in a vision and it will not last even for more than a year...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MR NKAIGWA: That the intensions of the ESP is to
loot the government coffers, that the ESP was not meant
for Batswana, that ESP has been discussed in the highest
office of this country and the ESP has already been
awarded to some companies that belong to the ruling
party cadres...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NKAIGWA: I will give you a chance for
clarification later on Honourable Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, I want clarity on
what you are saying.
MR NKAIGWA: And I know God will not lie …
MR GUMA: On a point of order. You are imputing
improper motives Sir when you said the intention of
the ESP is to loot government coffers, it cannot be.
It is wrong. You are imputing improper motives on
Government and on us here. I do not think it is right
Mr Speaker to use that term. He can critique ESP in
the manner in which he wants to critique it but it is not
meant to steal from anybody.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa, what
Honourable Guma means is that you should use the
right words. When you talk about looting, it means
taking without permission but there are better words
that you can use which mean what I think you are trying
to say. So, use the right words or else you will end up
in trouble.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker, I was downloading from
the spirit.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Nkaigwa, I have just
been cautioning you. I do not expect you to argue with
me and say you are being led by the spirit; get back to
your debate.
MR NKAIGWA: God is not happy with the way the
finances of this country are being managed. Yes people
can laugh because for them it is a laughing matter but for
the young person who has long graduated in Ledumang,
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who does not have a job, who wakes up every morning to
do nothing but to sit under a tree would not laugh when
I talk about how the finances of this country are being
mismanaged. It is our own people who are suffering.
That is why I was saying that it is unfortunate that we
continue to recruit these young people promising them
heavens, promising them money whilst we know very
well that there is absolutely nothing.
MR MARKUS: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
you advised the Honourable Member to stop imputing
improper motives on other members. Minister Tsogwane
also requested him to bring evidence that indeed people
are bribed and that people are bought houses and he is
still continuing. That is not right and I plead with you to
bring him back to order or throw him out like you did to
another Honourable Member.
MR SPEAKER: Order! I do not know what your
problem is. I am listening to your debates. If Honourable
Nkaigwa is not telling the truth, you have a right to stop
him and correct him. If he imputes improper motives, I
am going to reprimand him and he might find himself
where members who do not take heed of the Speaker`s
advices go. I am trying to listen and you should do that
too so that the debate flows. Honourable Member, when
they call for clarifications and elucidations, you should
yield for them so that you can be at the same level with
them in the debate. You should not just refuse because
you are holding the floor. Proceed Honourable Member.
MR MAJAGA: Point of procedure.
MR SPEAKER: Procedure on what I have just said
Honourable Majaga?
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MAJAGA: On a point of procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I urge this House to turn to Standing Order 59
and try to respect your decision so that this House can
get back to order. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Thank you Honourable
Majaga. Standing Order 59 says that the Speaker`s
ruling is final. That is what Honourable Majaga is
reminding you. So, stop doing what you have been
doing. Honourable Nkaigwa, respect my ruling as per
Honourable Majaga`s advice. Get back to the Budget
Speech and refrain from issues that we do not know
where you get them.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. It is
unfortunate that people do not want to be taught on the
light but light can save this nation.
Let me move on to the performance of public enterprises.
I am worried Mr Speaker with the performance of
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some of our public enterprises more especially the
National Development Bank (NDB), Botswana Meat
Commission (BMC) and Air Botswana. What worries
me is that these are enterprises that could be profitable.
I do not know where we have actually lost it. I was
one of the few because when I started my career in
the business world, I happened to work for NDB. But
during our times Honourable Minister, the NDB that I
knew was such a profitable organisation. I am asking
myself ‘where have we lost it as a Government for NDB
to be in the position that it is in right now.’ We need a
turnaround strategy for NDB. I believe NDB as a bank
should not be making operational losses unless there is a
problem. But if indeed there is a problem, let the people
at the top account for failure. We need to hold people
accountable for their failures. They need to present to us
a strategy on how the bank could be turned around; this
is our national pride, this is our National Bank.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, did you say
that? If you said that, withdraw those words now and
proceed.

BMC; why is BMC making losses? Unless there is
something that is political that you are not telling us.
But one thing that I can tell you Honourable Minister
is that the elements of the middlemen at BMC in terms
of the export of beef to other countries is costing us as a
Government because we are not realising the returns that
would be made out of BMC. There are too many middle
persons on BMC beef exports and that is really killing
the industry. I believe you will not be coming back to us
again this financial year to say you need supplementary
budgets for BMC. I will not be part of that.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Nkaigwa, if I
reprimand you for something and you keep saying it
nonetheless, I will stop you, maybe you are not aware
that I have that power. I said withdraw and proceed with
your debate.

Air Botswana; Mr Speaker, I wonder why the Government
chose to privatise Botswana Telecommunications whilst
we have entities like Air Botswana that we could have
looked at for strategic partners to partner with us to
transform and come up with a turnaround strategy of
transforming Air Botswana. The problems that we
have in this country are that, as long as people are not
ready more especially from the other side of the aisle
to partake in such projects, they will not be done but I
believe there are strategic …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order
again.
MR NKAIGWA: You have been…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Guma, switch off that
microphone.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): On a point
of order. I was saying the Honourable Member should
withdraw the words he has just uttered saying, “if some
people from this side are not yet ready to buy shares
in those companies, the government will not hasten to
privatise any business.”

MR NKAIGWA: Let me just withdraw for the sake of
progress.
MR SPEAKER: No, do not say that, just withdraw
without any undertones.
MR NKAIGWA: I withdraw.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: I was not pointing fingers at anyone…
MR SPEAKER: No, just withdraw and proceed.
MR NKAIGWA: It is just that people know they are
evil.

MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, I withdraw.
But the airline; Air Botswana, needs a strategic partner.
Our airline needs to compete globally. We do not need a
local airline, we do not need an airline that shall always
be coming to government to be funded by government.
No, these are entities that could be self-sustainable. You
know sometimes I so wish that I could be the President
of this country or even the Minister of Finance and
Development Planning of this country with due respect
to my leader, because I can see there is no vision. It
takes a lot for one to drive a country.
The privatisation of Botswana Telecommunications
Corporations Limited (BTCL); Mr Speaker, it worries
me to see the government going around telling Batswana
to buy shares in BTCL, only telling Batswana about the
positives of buying shares in BTCL, without giving
caution to Batswana on how they should invest, it is
very unfair to our own people. There are the negatives
in terms of investments in BTCL, but it looks like with
this government it is all about the positives, because you
want to fund raise with Batswana’s money. It is very
unfair. When the Honourable Minister was giving the
Budget speech, he did mention very clearly that some
of the assets that were held under BTCL, Honourable
Guma, having transferred to Botswana Fiber Networks
(BOFINET) and that means that certain components of
the business of BTCL have been given to BOFINET.
Therefore the future profitability of BTCL would not be
the same as it is. Let me tell you, the world in terms
of technology is moving towards data, BTCL does not
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have data, but it promotes first communication. If you
talk about WhatsApp, Facebook and Twitter, that is data
communication.
BTCL still retains government as the major shareholder,
what does that mean to an investor Honourable Moyo
Guma? Government will still have full control of our
BTCL, what about the poor Batswana that you continue
to tell them to buy shares in BTCL, where is their voice?
Will there be a voice in terms of the future direction of
BTCL, when government still has more influence with
the 51 per cent shareholding or stake in it. For me I am
saying to Batswana, exercise caution in buying shares
in BTCL. The picture that has been shown of BTCL, for
me it is not the picture that I see.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR NKAIGWA: It is because you are a Kalanga.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Sit down. Honourable
Nkaigwa, I am reprimanding you for the very last time,
I said I do not want to hear tribal fuelled words in this
House. I do not know what you are now talking about
and you should withdraw them when you rise. I do not
know how come you had to remind Honourable Guma
that he is from the North East. Withdraw that word and
continue with Budget, this House is not a playground.
MR NKAIGWA: I withdraw Mr Speaker. My Member
of Parliament in Tati East, I come from that area, pure
Kalanga, I eat mophane worm.
Water Utilities and Botswana Power Corporation, I
sincerely believe Mr Speaker that the message that my
President, Honourable Duma Boko has been drumming
on this government that we need a regulatory authority
for power and water, it is high time that the regulatory
authority is established. We need to encourage other
players who want to promote solar energy in our
country. You know, we are so exposed to almost 100
per cent of the sun, all the year around, but we are not
utilising the sun in this country. We could be creating
decent and sustainable jobs in this nation, but this BDP
Government that I have lost trust and faith in, which has
ruled this country for 50 years, has failed to tap into solar
energy for free, God given. Ooh! What a government.
Infrastructure development, Mr Speaker, I remember
your days at Gaborone City Council. We will speak
about the Gaborone Storm Water Drainage Master Plan.
I had expected that maybe during this time of the so
called ESP, we will hear government promising us as
residents of Gaborone that the Gaborone Master Plan
for storm water drainage shall be implemented. You
know, it feels so bad to be in a city that does not have
storm water drainage, that still have dusty roads, in a
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country that is so called to be one of the richest countries
in the world. A country that prides itself with diamonds,
but we still have the first city of this country, people
living in dusty areas, people living in areas that do not
have storm water drainage, living in darkness with no
streetlights in the city, but nothing is being done, nothing
is being mentioned in the national Budget.
The Energy sector, I am worried, the Honourable
Minister speaks about the refurbishment of the Morupule
A. You know, this BDP Government, is a government
that would come up with many tricks to try and deceive
us as Batswana, that all is well with Morupule B. The
refurbishment of Morupule A is to hide the failures
of Morupule B. We know very well that the problems
that we are facing at Morupule B will never come to an
end and we are going to be hiding around Morupule A
refurbishments. We see you, everything that you do in
darkness, in camera, God has exposed it.
How do you create employment when 25.4 per cent of
the National Budget has been given to the Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security? Are we going to be having
production? Are we going to produce ammunitions at
Botswana Defence Force (BDF)? What are we going
to be doing? Are we going to be creating employment
opportunities through the Ministry of Defence
Justice and Security? I had expected the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Ministry of Infrastructure, the Ministry
of Local Government and Rural Development to take
more in terms of the National Budget. Hey! Time has
come for us to promote research and development in
this country. I have problems that, we come up with
programs that have not been well researched and they
do not benefit Batswana. What is the use of continuing
to waste government money, our taxpayer’s money, we
pay tax Mr Speaker, but our tax is being wasted by this
government.
You know, I was saying to my colleagues that it is
unfortunate that when the BDP came up with this name
ESP, we thought it was something that will bring hope to
Batswana. I have come to the realisation that instead of
the BDP Government using the usual way that you know
of backlog eradication, they decided to call a programme
ESP but it is very clear that we are just eradicating our
backlog. We are trying to because we know there will
be many failures and we know there will be many cases
of corruption before the courts. For the poor Batswana
they will be given money under the Gender Affairs, you
are doing that so that they may think that they benefitted
something whereas you know what you got.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: You have interrupted me. I hope you
are not going to say what I was going to say.
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MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): The
Honourable Member is continuing to impute improper
motives by saying we are just giving the people funds
from Gender Affairs Department so that they may think
they are benefiting whereas we know what we are the
ones who are going to achieve a lot. I think this must
stop Mr Speaker. This must stop. Thank you Sir.
MR SPEAKER: You interrupted me Honoourable
Molefhi. Honourable Nkaigwa withdraw those words.
Be mindful that if you can repeat those words I am going
to take strict measures against you. I have reprimanded
you it is enough Honourable Member.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I withdraw
for…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure. Thank
you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, with the greatest respect,
earlier on, you had said you are giving him the last
warning and we were expecting that now you will take
some firm action.
MR SPEAKER: Yes, that is what I said. Withdraw and
continue. Be warned never to repeat those offending
words.
MR NKAIGWA: Mr Speaker…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of procedure.
Thank you Mr Speaker. With due respect Mr Speaker,
I respect what you said. I respect your rulings but I get
worried whereby we have been listening to Members
from the other side of the aisle saying some things and
we just sat and would not say anything because those
things were not actually referring to anybody else. Just
like Honourable Markus there he said some things. I
am worried if the speeches of individual Members now
are almost going to be monitored or maybe censored
seriously. Even if they do not mean any harm to
anybody, one Member will be standing up saying no,
can you withdraw that. I fail to find how we are going to
make this Parliament to be entertaining.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware the problem is
that some members take too long to learn the procedures
of this Parliament. Even if we try to remind and train
you on what you should and should not say, it seems
like I want to prevent you from saying whatever you
want to say. Honourable Nkaigwa was not supposed to
say the government is just blinding the people whereas
they know they are going to reap a lot. Those words are
not allowed in Parliament, the standing order does not
allow that. He is imputing improper motives on other

Members. This is why I have been telling him that if
he can continue he will regret. He should just continue
debating the budget and stop provoking others.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure.
MR SPEAKER: On what I have been saying?
MR NKAIGWA: Imagine Mr Speaker in a city whereby
we still have people who do not have water…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Mr Speaker,
I think we really need to clarify some of these things.
If we say Honourable Nkaigwa is imputing improper
motives on some people, who are those people? As far
as I am concerned the Honourable Member is being
generic. He is not pointing at anybody and I do not think
people should pick offence when Honourable Nkaigwa
is just general with issues.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you must have
not heard what he said. If you say ‘we know that you
are just giving them the Gender Affairs funds knowing
that you are going to benefit’. Do you want to tell me
that somebody should just stand up in the House and
provoke others and we should leave it like that only
because he did not mention names? He is imputing that
the ruling party is giving people money. I was listening
to him and I get what he is saying. So stop defending
your colleague while you know that he is out of order.
MR NKAIGWA: Let me move on Mr Speaker to
public servants salaries. We do have high expectations
in this nation. I always ask myself as to how you expect
civil servants to deliver when they are working under
poor conditions. How do you expect them to deliver?
They have had their salaries being stagnant for so many
years with little increases. For me I believe a serious
government would do away with A and the B scales so
that the lowest paid civil servant should at least earn at
C4 scale Honourable Minister.
This is Botswana, a rich country, with the difference
between rich and the poor is very high. We are saying let
us all benefit equally. How do you expect civil servants
to deliver when you know very well that teachers have
got no accommodation? 50 per cent of teachers in my
constituency in all the schools, primary schools, junior
secondary schools and senior secondary school do not
have accommodation. How do you expect them to
deliver?
My proposal to you Honourable Minister is that let
us also reduce the Ministry of Defence, Justice and
Security budget and give it to civil servants so that
we can motivate them to drive your ESP, failure to do
that your ESP will be a failure. Let us stop exploiting
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civil servants. They need a better life. If there are any
people who are in debt, it is civil servants. If you look
at banks, many banks are smiling because it is civil
servants who are so highly indebted. So, we need better
salaries and better working and living conditions for
all civil servants. How do you expect civil servants to
perform better when we still continue to compromise
them? There is discrimination Mr Speaker. Where I
come from, there is what we call Glen Valley Barracks,
members of the special force had their salaries upgraded
Mr Speaker but other soldiers have not had their salaries
upgraded. Why do we discriminate soldiers? We have
had soldiers graduating from their training having to
stay for over seven months in tents, in operational areas
and then we say here is a beautiful government, the BDP
government. What a failing government!
We are expecting nurses to perform functions of doctors.
There is shortage of nurses in our hospitals. The Health
Sector to me is in crises. We are saying we have done so
well for Botswana. We are having people who are called
special constables. Some of them have been working
with two years contracts. Imagine being employed on
a two years but not being given a salary advice slip…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ten years.
MR NKAIGWA: For ten years. Come on. These are
all the things that are leading us to failure in this nation.
I wanted to speak about Local Government, the
government that I know so well that there is need
like my President had said for the autonomy of Local
Government. We need executive mayors in this
country. We need mayors that can be able to account
to their communities. We need town clerks and council
secretaries who shall be accountable to their council
chairpersons and mayors. We need council chairpersons
and mayors who shall have control over the budget and
all resources that they are making as councils. We need to
empower local authorities on PPPs. What they are doing
currently is a lease rental arrangement; it is not PPPs.
PPP is a situation whereby even government is investing
in terms of equity into these respective businesses. If
you look at the mall that was created in Kanye, there
was no equity investment on the part of government.
We are only relying on rentals on the monthly basis, and
then you call that your Public Private Partnership (PPP),
shame on you! That is not the PPP. A PPP arrangement
is an arrangement that one would also have a return on
investment and a return…
MR SPEAKER: You are starting again with those
words of yours- ‘shame on you’. Respect, humility
Honourable Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA: We need real value out of all these
transactions that we made as a government. This can
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only be possible if there can be a change of government.
We are ready Mr Speaker to take the batons of leadership
of this country, I am telling you. My spirit is so high,
I am ready to take over and present a better hope for
Botswana. Yes, Botswana can be better if things can
be done so well and rightly. You cannot have Central
Government continuing to undermine the existence
of Local Government. Local Government needs to be
autonomous, it needs to be independent, and I believe
this is the hope that we can give to Batswana.
The Ministry of Defence has had its budget being
increased by 172 per cent, imagine. The Ministry of
Youth that is giving you hope to young people has had
its budget reduced by negative 52 per cent Honourable
Minister. Ministry of Agriculture, negative 25.5,
Ministry of Infrastructure negative 32.2 decrease. Then
you say you want to develop Botswana, oh shame
on you. May God bless our nation, may God bless
Botswana.
I rest my case, Mr Speaker.
MR SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): Thank you Mr
Speaker, although I was prepared to debate tomorrow.
I do not know what the problem of the Botswana
Democratic Party members is now.
Let me first thank God like I normally do to have given
me life so that everytime I come into this House, I have
the strength to talk about issues on behave of the Ghanzi
constituents. I stand here today to comment on the
budget speech Minister of Finance and Development
Planning, Honourable Matambo delivered two days
back.
Perhaps let me start by saying that indeed Minister, we
can see that the economy is unstable and we also agree
with you about the factors you presented in Parliament
which contributed to this. You mentioned that the
diamonds and some commodity prices are plummeting.
You mentioned that the issue of water and electricity
crisis is causing a huge dent in the economy which
contributes to some projects not being attained at the
end of the year, revenues and so forth. I completely
agree with you.
However Minister the issues of diamond prices
plummeting is nothing new. I have evidence that in the
past Leaders of Opposition starting from Mr Koma to
Mr Michael Kitso Dingake to Mr Otsweletse Moupo
to Mr Modubule and Mr Ntuane who is your current
Secretary General at the ruling party up to Honourable
Boko have advised that our economy should not be
solely reliant on diamonds, if we do we will face these
current challenges whereby if the diamond market is
unstable we are going to be in trouble. Although you
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were not holding the office during those times but it is
still your responsibility, we were hoping that currently
we can get a speech which indicates a straight forward
way that we will diversify the economy so that when
commodity prices become unstable we can carry on
without any crutches.
Perhaps as further advice concerning water and
electricity, I offered this advice in the past and I also
recall quiet clearly that it was in the year 2014 when
I complained that I am not happy about having only
one power station at the northern part of this country
Honourable Minister of Finance and Development
Planning. In future after dealing with the complications
of the Morupule B Station or anything else concerning
electricity re-assess to see if you cannot set up another
power station at the western part of this country. It does
not matter where it is planted, whether it is Ghanzi,
Kgalagadi or Letlhakane. I remember quiet well that
in the past years countries such as South Korea had
challenges due to having power station at one side of
the country during the war it would be a problem if war
erupts where the power station is planted. Just imagine
if there was to be a war, I am not saying I wish that this
country can be at war, I am just speaking reality. One
day if this country can be at war and we are attacked
starting from Palapye we are all gone, those who are
lucky enough to have relatives abroad can seek refuge
maybe those of us who have relatives at Namibia can be
lucky enough to flee but since I love this country, I do
not want to think only for myself.
Let me also indicate that the issue of setting up a power
station at the western or southern part of this country
is in light of the past incidents; we experienced major
power cuts. Sometimes when you experience such
things you can show your dissatisfaction but this is a
lesson. Before that…
MR MOREMI: Elucidation. Thank you Honourable
Salakae, I hear you talking about Namibia and electricity
at the same time, let me say that at Namibia in the
neighbouring farms, they generate their own electricity.
The major setback here is that you first have to seek
permission from the Minister because the power sector
is handled by one person but across the border those
farms generate their own. You could clearly state that
they should construct one at Ghanzi because it is far
from Palapye.
MR SAKALAE: Thank you Honourable Member of
Parliament for Maun West, I was just about to conclude
that point although it might differ a bit that it is
embarrassing Mr Speaker that as we celebrate 50 years
of Independence we still ask for electricity for domestic
consumption. If at all the word embarrassing is wrong

you will forgive Mr Speaker. I think the Honourable
Minister whom I respect so much and admire almost got
me worried two days back when he started talking about
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP). It showed
that he was talking about something in which he had no
trust, but all these other times he was someone I agreed
with in most of the issues. Now I believe this person,
he and I are embarrassed by the fact that right now our
country is begging for electricity and this electricity is
only for ten houses. Those of you who have been to
Ghanzi, you are going to see that it is not a big place. Do
you want to tell me that something can fail to be done in
Ghanzi; something which can motivate us and make us
proud to be Batswana belonging to this country? When
people fix their power station at Morupule, some of us
would still be asking ourselves if the Namibians would
give us electricity the next day. Therefore Honourable
Minister of Finance and Development Planning it
is very vital that this issue of electricity should be
deeply looked into, maybe going forward the economic
diversification which is an issue for most governments,
could be successful in the areas in the western part of this
country. Right now these areas are struggling because
electricity is expensive and it comes from places which
are far from them.
Mr Speaker, the issue I was talking about is that our
economy is limping, and that is the case because in the
past we did not take heed to advice which charged us not
to depend solely on diamonds. This has brought such
anguish which is seen and experienced by everybody.
One can talk about lack of employment because our
economy is fueled by the revenue we get from the sale
of diamonds. This means if something can happen
to this sector, a problem with diversification of jobs
looms. We have a challenge with schools that they no
longer produce educated people. At my school it is very
embarrassing; if you can go to the kitchen you will
be shocked to find out that there is, “Camped Dubai”
somewhere, and I was not told by anybody; but when
you look at the amount of funds…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Before you continue
Honourable Member, let us stop right there. The time is
six o’clock and it is time for the House to adjourn.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): Mr
Speaker, I move that this House do now adjourn as we
have completed the business of today.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 18:00 p.m. until
Thursday 4th February, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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