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Friday 5th February, 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 9.00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Good
morning Honourable Members. Let us do Minister’s
questions.

MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
THEME: YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FUND
Later date.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES
THEME: REFURBISHMENT OF THE SMELTER
PLANT
MR D. L KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): Thank you Madam Speaker and good morning.
The theme here is on the refurbishment of the smelter
plant by Bamangwato Concessions Limited (BCL). We
want the Minister to just update Parliament on some
of the details of the refurbishment including the initial
estimation of the cost of the refurbishment and the actual
cost. I believe that the smelter refurbishment project is
now complete and just to check if the estimated amount
was actually the amount spent to refurbish the smelter.
Minister, we also want to know what really caused
the delay of the refurbishment of the smelter plant.
Related to that, we just want to appreciate whether the
refurbishment of the smelter or the delays thereof, have
anything to do with the current cash flow problems
experienced by the BCL mine? Can you clarify whether
it is true what we read in the papers and hear from
certain people that, since BCL could not access facilities
from the banks or from the creditors to augment what
was granted by the Board to use in the refurbishment,
they used operations money to the tune of more than
P300 million to fund the refurbishment. We just want to
know if this is true.
The last thing Minister is that, we want to know at what
capacity this smelter is expected to operate henceforth.
Now that it has been refurbished, and this was a special
kind of refurbishment which would enhance its capacity
to smelt the ore, we want to know whether it will
increase its capacity to smelt from its previous capacity.
Let me stop here Madam Speaker. I thank you.

MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Thank
you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable Member.
I think your question in Parliament is more substantive
than the one that I got, but that should not be a major
problem.
Madam Speaker, if I had to go into the details of what
technically this refurbishment entailed, I would take the
whole day. So, I have got the whole dossier on the actual
detail, but I will just give you the highlights of some of
the works that were done.
The flash smelting furnace was refurbished. We have to
rebuild electronic furnaces and refurbish the waste heat
boilers. There was complete overhaul of the electronic
precipitators, refurbishment of the drying plants, the
converters and the ancillary and equipment around
it was refurbished. That is the scope that was there. I
will give you the details in writing because it now gets
technical which I do not think will serve Parliament.
With regards to the cost of the project; the cost of the
project was P749 million. That was the cost to refurbish
the smelter. There were delays. There was a budget for
62 days for the shutdown and the actual shutdown took
112 days and that was caused by many factors. Some of
the factors were that the materials were not available at
the right time. While some of the materials we ordered
for the works has a certain shelve life to be used. Some
of it was delayed because of other factors and that
caused some delays.
The capacity of the smelter is to smelt 2500 tonnes a day
and that is the original capacity. It was not increased; it
was just the original capacity as it is. The intention of
the refurbishment was to make the smelter more reliable
because it was having regular breakdowns before. So,
when we have unscheduled shutdowns, it had a knock on
the effect of your production. So the idea was that every
seven to 10 years we refurbish the smelter to ensure it
gives good service all along. The current material that is
available from Phikwe resources meaning Phikwe and
Tati only fulfils 50 per cent of the smelter. The other we
hope we would be able to fill up with material which
will probably come from Nkomati and anywhere else,
but currently we have not reached that point.
In terms of the financial situation of BCL; the financial
situation of BCL is a long going problem. I remember
when I came in to the Ministry in October 2012; one
of the first things that I had to do was to deal with
their shortfall of cash, which entailed re-looking at
their Polaris strategy. You will know that BCL was
indebted to government to the tune of P3 billion.
They had outstanding amounts due for environmental
rehabilitation of the mine and it had debt.
Hansard No 182
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Also you would recall at that time there was a company
called Norilsk which owned I think it was two per cent
at that time. What we did then to try to put BCL in the
position to change its fortunes as we had hoped, was to
buy out Norilsk and get Botswana Government to own
100 per cent of the BCL. We had hoped that BCL in its
new form, after we cleared all their debts and leaving
them with the rest to pay off everybody they owed and
then reinvest going forward. We had hoped they would
find a strategic partner for more cash injection to make
the business more viable. As it turned out, in that process
came the issue of buying Nkomati, and in that process
also came the issue of the commodity markets falling
and therefore what they had pegged themselves at, for
instance at the time I think the copper/nickel prices,
the projection was that it would sell around 8 Dollars,
BCL had pegged their business at around 7 Dollars,
below what they thought they could get at the time. And
therefore unfortunately as we speak, the nickel price is
around U$3.50. So you can tell from just that, that with
the deeper shafts, I mean one of the shafts is about 1.4
km long, with the quality of material coming out, I think
BCL is around 0.5 per tonne that is what we get which
is low grade. It really is not sustaining.
The delay in the shutdown itself then had another knockon effect. They continued to mine because they did not
have to stop. They stored all the material in waiting for
this and because they were not selling, they were not
making money. That had a knock-on effect in terms of
then eating into their cash reserves. You recall in my last
answer, I said they were eating into their cash reserves
and they had exhausted their cash reserves. BCL has
since approached government for cash injection and
a bank guarantee for them to raise more money. They
need to raise I think in the order of U$250 million and
they need cash injection.
As far as I am concerned, we have had to push BCL
back a bit for several reasons: (1). I do not think they
are doing enough on cost curtailment. (2). I do not think
the management at the moment is trying hard enough
because they know government is there to just give the
money and I am saying that, that is a problem. (3). I was
with the board last week where I said to them, I probably
need a different opinion, an opinion from somebody
else. I would not talk the forensic investigation because
if I say that, it will be like I think they are stealing but
I want somebody else independent, if I may call it
that, to go and look at BCL and tell me if what I am
hearing from the board and management is consistent
with the reality that exists. I am still concerned that they
still have a jet that they are flying around which I told
them they should not do so when they have no money.
I am concerned about many things. So BCL in terms
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MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
of financing is in real bad shape. The decision to sell; I
have instructed that to happen. That is why I am saying,
I feel the management is not serious enough. I have said
to them, look at the management positions themselves,
are they the right people? I mean there is a lot happening
as I speak Madam Speaker.
But to give the Honourable Member time, I think I have
basically answered most of the questions he has asked
but I will take more questions. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Honourable Minister.
I just want to find out from you. You said you need a
second opinion, if I may put it that way but you do not
think that maybe that should be a forensic audit. How
do you envisage that second opinion? In what form do
you think it will be appropriate? Are you amenable to a
commission of enquiry or what sort of a process?
MR MOKAILA: There are many ways Madam
Speaker. A commission does not necessarily solve
the problem. What we want is probably a different
management team to come and run BCL for a time to
look at things very differently. Generally in business
when you want to restructure a company or you want
to look at it afresh, you can remove all management and
bring in a new team and say, run that mine for a year,
let me see what pertains. So currently we are looking
at the three options: (1). Can we whip the current
management into shape? I doubt it, I do not know. (2).
Bring in a complete new management team and (3). An
investigation into how they can be helped. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Minister you spoke about Norilsk, I just
want to appreciate what exactly government was buying
from Norilsk. And if you have any information, how
much was actually spent for the purchase of Norilsk
shares and how was the asset valued? How did you
come up with the figure of what you actually paid to
Norilsk in terms of the asset Value that was paid to
Norilsk? Thank you.
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, in terms of the
contract that existed between BCL then, it was said that
government could buy out Norilsk for 1 Dollar because
of the shares and that is exactly what happened. So we
were buying the shares for 1 Dollar to make BCL 100
per cent Botswana. So there was no issue of valuing
assets.
MR GAOLATHE: Thank you Honourable Minister for
your explanations. I would have imagined that initially
they would have done a Net Present Value (NPV) for the
refurbishment, a study which would have given what
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the NPV is. Given that there were unexpected closures,
I would like to know how that would have affected the
NPV of the refurbishment?
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, it is a difficult one
because I do not want to mislead this House in terms
of my understanding. When you are going to refurbish,
you take out the scope of work that you want done based
on your ability to afford. The wish of the board at the
time was actually to do a complete renewal and stop
BCL from blending the material from BCL and others
to do strictly toll smelting. But what was done was
based on what management saw as the right thing to
do which was; refurbishing the key component after a
study was done by some company to look at what the
components that were causing too much trouble at the
time were. So it was not a whole scale renewal as the
board would have preferred because it would have cost
a lot of money. It would also have meant, if we had done
that whole scale refurbishment, closing down the mine
immediately in the sense that it will not be able to do
lower grade material. So I cannot tell you that in terms
of that study. The last part of the question I am sorry I
missed, so I will give you the opportunity to ask it again.
MR GAOLATHE: Thank you Honourable Minister.
What happens in the life of any company is that they will
look at a number of scenarios, some of those scenarios
could entail a complete renewal of the entire mine,
some of them specific aspects, but in order to compare
those scenarios, they would undertake a study in which
they would establish what the NVP of each of those
scenarios is. So in this case, they would have chosen or
selected a scenario which is, this specific refurbishment
which you have indicated a cost just over P700 million.
Now whenever a scenario is considered, different types
of assumptions are made and one of those assumptions
is that, they do not envisage the mine to close for such
and such period of time. So the issue therefore is that,
the mine did in fact close for those days which were
not envisaged that they would completely compromise
the initial MPV. In other words they should have been
able to come to you that, now that this has happened
this is no longer feasible at all, or it is still feasible on
condition that we do a, b, c so that is what I would like
to get an indication of.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Thank
you very much Mr Gaolathe, when we agreed with
the management of Bamangwato Concessions Limited
(BCL) to go for polaris II, it was on the basis that they
will do several things. They will buy Nkomati; the
mine in South Africa to increase the volume of material
that they smelt, they will be taking over Tati and the
associated mines like Selkirk and whatever, they would

MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
go into prospecting to look for other materials. They
would also encourage other mines within Botswana to
go bring their materials to go and treat. In that way they
would not have to close the BCL mine, because the BCL
aggregate will just be turned into the other material that
is being treated.
So the closure of the smelter, because mine never closes
as I indicated, the mine never closed what we shut down
was just the smelter. But as I said in the process of doing
all these things the net price of the commodity market,
copper, nickel crushed from a predicted or a projected
value of $8 per tonne to now 350. That is what really had
complicated the whole initiate of trying to resuscitate
if I may call it that, I think it is resuscitating BCL and
that where the complication is. It is not because there
was no plan, the plan is there, but if the commodity
prices changes overnight, that plan we believe is very
workable, because the prices will be alright. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Honourable Minister I want
to know, on the options that you are considering
about whether the current management is the right
management, whether you should maybe bring in a new
management for a period and whether there is need for
an investigation. I am concerned about the timelines,
what timelines are you looking at, because we are
dealing with a messy situation in which workers are
having problems, because they cannot be paid on time
and all the associated problems. The other thing which
I want you to tell me is whether you are amenable to
addressing (BCL) employees, because they have made
that request. The reason I ask that is because the current
management there seems to be a problem, because they
are not addressing workers to provide answers, allay
fears and even provide direction. Are you amenable to
addressing workers and explain these things?
MR MOKAILA: Let me start with the easier one
which is the second question. I do not think it is right for
the Minister to go and address employees because they
have a contact with BCL management, with BCL the
company. It is an entity and therefore my role is purely
oversight in terms of being ensuring that the Board
functions where it is should be the management should
and BCL performs to the satisfaction of the shareholders
requirement. That is what my focus is on. I think it will
be very wrong for me to go and address employees. We
have implored the management to engage employees
because it is a messy situation. Fundamentally we are
going to lose people at BCL, that I cannot hide because
in any business you run if you do not start to shrink your
business to meet the demands of the day with the copper
prices and nickel prices where they are, then you are not
Hansard No 182
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a real business man, so I think that must be categorically
clear. In terms of the options I have I think it will be very
wrong for me to spell out which one I am going to go
and people hear it via the media here, we have a plan
and we have given the board timelines in terms of what
should be done and when. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Honourable Minister.
Are you aware about the continued breakdowns of
the smelter not state that it has just been refurbished
and if you are aware could update us on the effect
of the breakdowns and what really is causing these
breakdowns?
MR MOKAILA: Madam from what I hear the smelter
is pumping in all cylinders so that is new information I
do not know it is the bottom line. Thank you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister thank you very much for
your elaborate explanation, but I was just wondering as
you were talking about the management, for how long
has this management been in place and I get worried if
the management has been different to think or to bring
any changes into the BCL. What is your plan about
them? I hear that you want to do your investigations but
what are you going to do with the management, do you
not think it is time to get rid of this management and
bring someone immediately?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Speak like a soldier.
MR MOKAILA: Should I speak like a soldier? I think
General Sir, you worked too much with these big guns
they affected the hearing, but anyway Honourable
Member (...laughter!...) I did say one of the things one
has to consider is changing of management. You recall
BCL management, the current management came; when
did Mr Mphathi go?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Not so long ago.
MR MOKAILA: Not so long ago, you will recall that
and it was just when I was coming to the Ministry, it
was in October 2012, but from the presentations I have
heard from the current management because I have had
two cycles of crisis in terms of the poor performance
of BCL; one has to look at the management bearing in
mind the commodity prices as well because sometimes
we can accuse management of not performing when
they are selling a product you cannot sell. I think you
cannot hold management responsible for a commodity
that does not have value. So I think we must be very
careful as we tread in terms of putting blame on the
management, when really it is just a commodity price
that is the problem.
MR MANGOLE: Honourable Minister you talked
of the P750 million cost of refurbishment, how does
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MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
it compare, does it fall within the acceptable levels
of refurbishment, how does it compare with past
refurbishment cost. I am asking this in light of the fact
that, the organisation or mine is experiencing liquidity
problems, would this cost be part of the problem that the
company is going through if it is not the average cost or
acceptable cost?
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, the truthful answer
is I do know what to compare it with without looking at
what they have done in the past. But I think to be fair as
I was saying about the cost, refurbishment of smelters
happens between five to… every ten years you have to
do something major to it for it to perform optimally. But
the key issue here is the commodity prices. If the prices
were what they were projected to be, I do not think we
will be having this conversation at all. But as I say, the
price in itself is so low; $3.50 as opposed to $8 or $7. It
is the key from all the mines around the world. Copper
and nickel mines are closing. Look at what happened to
Anglo; it is happening but obviously that can be only
one component, then there is management and how
it works. So these are the things that I want us to be
careful about. Unless I go back to the last smelter price
and whatever, I would not to be able to give you a direct
answer because I do not have that information now.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Madam Speaker; let me
thank you also Honourable Minister. I just want to get
clarification or a sense of how you would want to react
in your scheme of things, whether you would consider
in the light of the fact that, BCL management as you
have indicated, has some management issues, a point
to how they use the resources or the funds, now I want
to know whether your Ministry would consider contract
mining in the effort to try and address the management
issues?
MR MOKAILA: That is always an option Madam
Speaker that with where the prices are, I do not think
any contractor miner would come in. If I give you an
example of African Copper at Thakadu, they had to get
rid of the contract miner because the costs were just
not there. They could not recover; they could not make
the money. So I think there is a hard case right now for
contract mining. There is a very difficult case for it right
now. What is required for BCL in the current state of
affairs is cash injection and a guarantee for them to raise
their own money and then thirdly find a liquidity partner
to come into the mine so that we share the responsibility.
Thank you.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Minister for the elaborate
answer. You spoke about the things you are considering
and you also told the House of how messy the situation
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is and I know that currently some of the employees have
not been paid this month’s salaries. So I just wanted to
get a sense of what is in place to assist in the interim as
you consider the other broader solutions? How are you
going to help to ease the pain on the employees? It is so
long after month end and some of them have not been
paid, I just want to get the sense of that. I understand
that you need to consider it broadly but in the interim
what happens?
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, everything has a
process; BCL is supposed to do certain things and this
is where I am critical of the management. They were
slow in coming to us in terms of asking for finance for a
bond, cash injection and a guarantee for instance. For the
guarantee, you know it has to come to this Honourable
House for you to approve so I will be banking on you,
I will be agreeing with that without big fuss. But we
are working at seeing how we can assist them to come
out because there are many creditors that are coming to
them as we speak. I can give you a whole list of creditors
who called me; I am fully aware, including employees.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Minister. I hear Honourable
Mokaila saying for a guarantee we have to come to
Parliament and he is leaving out cash injection. I relate
that with what Honourable Makgato said that, she has
found funding somewhere and I wonder if there is a
Cap at which you can source funds without coming to
Parliament.
MR MOKAILA: I am not sure I understand but I said
there is a process to be followed. If the Ministry of
Finance has money lying around and they can afford it,
they will if they have to come to Parliament and we will
come to Parliament. What I said about management is
that, they were slow in doing certain things. We have
always known they have to raise a loan from the bank.
To raise a loan, you have to have certain agreements
in place before I even make a request to Honourable
Matambo. So we are busy right now dotting the “I”s and
crossing to “T”s to ensure that we follow process as is.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. I just
want to appreciate Honourable Minister whether
the mine has a strategy to hedge against future price
fluctuations of the commodity? And also on the future
of BCL, will we have value out of BCL as government
of Botswana?
MR MOKAILA: That is a very difficult question
Madam Speaker; if they can hedge against prices.
What they mine is what they sell and the world markets
determine the price at which they can sell what they are
mining. So I am not sure how you would hedge against

MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
that. So, I am not sure I understand you because they
have to get all, smelt and sell at the price that makes sure
that they can recover their costs and have some profits.
So I am not sure if I am answering you but maybe you
might help me; ask it differently.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I would
like the Minister to make a distinction because she
had also made it that for a bond they should come to
Parliament as if they can handle cash injection on their
own. So, I wanted to know if there is a Cap which
compels you to bring a bond to Parliament to get funds
and for other things you can raise funds from the capital
markets.
MR MOKAILA: My understanding Madam Speaker
is, if we need any additional cash, we would go to
Finance for Supplementaries to supplement what we
have and come to Parliament to ask for Supplementaries
to do exactly that. That is my understanding.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Minister, having benchmarked from
other mines in other countries, what I have seen, what
they are doing is that they do what they call future
contracts whereby, they enter into contracts with certain
corporations from other countries whereby at a certain
given price of the commodity which is sustainable to
them, they hedge for future price fluctuations by signing
contracts that are for a certain period of time so that
whether the prices go down or up, it does not affect
their cash flow, it does not affect their business model.
That is what I was asking whether we do have such kind
of strategy whereby you will not be worried when the
prices go up or down, you have hedged against any price
fluctuations; that was the strategy I was talking about.
Thank you.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Madam
Speaker, we all have our different experiences, I hear
what the Honourable Member is saying. We went to
Chile and spent time with a company called Codelco. As
you know, Chile is the third largest producer of copper,
and we were looking at their 100 year history basically
to compare what is happening to us. And obviously
because of their cash reserves they were able to ride the
highs and the lows. What he is saying, I think it is most
likely to happen in less volatile commodity markets than
this one. I do not think anybody with the best hedging
will hedge to pay USD 8.00 when the going rate is USD
3.50. That company would go bust. So, I am willing to
learn from where you got that because I do not know.
But from what I saw in Chile which is the biggest and
the best at mining copper, they have huge cash reserves
to ride the turfs.
Hansard No 182

9

Friday 5thFebruary, 2016

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
CLOSURE OF BARCLAYS BANK IN SOWA
TOWN
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister of Finance and Development Planning:(i) if he is aware that the people of Sowa Town were
left in the dark after the closure of the only bank
in town, Barclays Bank, without notice to the
customers; if so, why;
(ii) whether there are plans to reopen the bank; and
(iii) if the affected customers will be consulted in the
near future.
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MATAMBO): Madam Speaker,
(i) It is true that Barclays Bank Botswana closed its
Sowa Town Branch on the 30th October 2015. I
am informed that the closure of the Sowa Branch
was justified by the Barclays Bank on commercial
grounds, that the branch was not profitable as it did
not generate sufficient revenue to cover operating
costs.
(ii) In addition Madam Speaker, I am informed that
Barclays Bank concluded that the Sowa Branch
had limited growth potential as most of the public
in Sowa were not banking with Barclays, and the
bank believed that it lacked support from local
authorities in the area. Against this background,
Barclays Bank decided to rationalise its branch
network and close the Sowa Town Branch, leaving
the Nata Branch, as well as more cost effective
alternative digital channels such as internet and
mobile banking to provide banking services to its
customers.
(iii) Barclays Bank has indicated that it has no
immediate plans to reopen the Sowa Branch.
However, the government continues to encourage
all banks in the country to provide cost effective
and convenient access to banking services to
communities such as the Sowa Township.
(iv) Banks are required to advise the Bank of Botswana
before the closure of any place of business and
accordingly inform the public. Consistent with
this regulatory requirement, Barclays Bank
Botswana notified its customers of the closure of
the Sowa Town Branch through advertorials in
two widely circulating papers in Botswana. Also
through letters to individual customers of the
branch and also posters at the branch premises at
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least a month prior to the closure of the branch. I
thank you, Madam Speaker.
POLICY FOR COMPANIES WORKING
WITH GOVERNMENT TO PARTNER WITH
BATSWANA
Motion
Later Date
ABOLITION OF COST RECOVERY ON
TERTIARY AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
Motion
Later Date
COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY TO ADDRESS
SHORTAGE OF LAND IN BOTSWANA
Motion
Later Date
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): On a point of order. Thank you very
much Madam Speaker. I think this House is definitely
going to be out of order or it is out of order because
we talked about these issues last time Madam Speaker,
whereby Members submit motions and the motion just
comes like this, and we come prepared for this motion.
We do have a calendar, we look at our work and then we
plan for this. Now for a Member to come here having put
three motions, he knew that they were coming today, and
he is going to later date all of them. I think we are doing
a dis-service to this nation. In all honesty, the nation is
watching us Madam, how will the nation respect us?
Does your leadership of this House show that we are
seriously hard at work? Personally it embarrasses me
totally to be here. I received an e-mail, I think all of us
did receive the e-mails stating that these motions will be
heard today but at this minute everything is later date,
later date. I am very, very embarrassed Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members,
this is the same issue we brought at the General
Assembly but you delayed it by saying you are taking it
where I cannot divulge.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, hey! I am speaking, stop
pointing fingers at each other. This is the issue we
brought forward. Personally I do not condone this
because if it says Parliament will adjourn at 12:30 p.m.,
then so be it. We should not craft questions and not
attend to them. I am hoping that next week, we will not
have this situation because we discussed this last time
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at the General Assembly, and I do not want us to delve
deeper into it. So…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, you agreed at the General
Assembly that it should be taken to where you wanted
it to be taken. Now let us ensure that we sum it up like
we have agreed so that maybe by next week Friday we
would not have this.
MR MANGOLE: Point of order. Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Would this House be out of procedure if we were
to request you Madam Speaker to ask the Honourable
Member to furnish us with reasons why three motions
are being later dated and none is prepared for, given the
importance of this day for Private Member’s business?
MADAM SPEAKER: The Standing Order is silent
on that; there is no where it says I should demand for
reasons when somebody says later date. Like I have just
said, we are handling this issue, so I am saying let us
go and discuss it on Thursday. We have closed it. We
have now taken it to you given the reasons that we have
quoted for you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: What Point of order while I am
still talking? I am closing it because I have explained the
reasons…(interruptions)…

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
come back here with a new business. No! We are not
going to operate that way. I have been telling you that
we gave you these things last time, so let us finish as
planned. With those reasons, we have come to the end
of today’s business and therefore I am calling on the
Leader of the House to move Adjournment.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! No! I said I have closed that
matter. No!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, we are being
abused.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Batswana can see those
who are playing.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Madam
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 09:50 a.m. until
Monday 8th February, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: We have not understood.
MADAM SPEAKER: Let me allow Honourable
Butale.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Thank you
very much Madam Speaker. I am really aggrieved by
this because I do not think that we can proceed in this
manner. Our motions have been in the waiting list for
ever and some of them when we did the prorogation,
they were even kicked out, we had to reinstate. I think
this issue of having an Honourable Member noticing
motions as many as he did, knowing very well that his
intention is to come and simply withdraw them on the
floor of Parliament and waste our time, I believe we
need to adjourn now and go and ask amongst ourselves
who is ready to bring a motion here and save Parliament
time. We are not here to play. We are here to present our
motions. So let us adjourn for adequate time and ask
amongst ourselves who has noticed motions and who is
ready to present, so that we work. We are here to work.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Listen! Listen
Honourable Members, that is not how we operate. We
cannot go there and come back as if we are a club and
Hansard No 182
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