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Monday 8th February, 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2.00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Order!
Good afternoon Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Good afternoon.
MR SPEAKER:
Members!

Good

afternoon

Honourable

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Good afternoon Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: I only heard a response from the
Leader of the House and I was wondering what I have
done to offend you.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
ACUTE SHORTAGE OF WATER FOR
WILDLIFE IN THE SEPAKO AREA
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA/GWETA): asked the
Minister of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism if he is
aware that there is an acute shortage of water for wildlife
in the Sepako Area (especially at Dzibanana); if so:(i) whether there are any plans to drill a borehole(s)
in the area to control the situation of dangerous
animals loitering and terrorizing people in the area
as well as destroying their properties; and
(ii) if he will consider introducing patrols by members
of the Wildlife services and the Botswana Defence
Force (BDF) as poaching activities are also on the
increase in the area.
ACTING MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT,
WILDLIFE AND TOURISM (MR MAELE): Mr
Speaker, I would like to officially inform you Sir that
I am the Acting Minister of Environment, Wildlife and
Tourism.
My Ministry, Mr Speaker, has allocated funds for the
provision of water for wildlife. Efforts are underway to
engage a new contractor to drill and equip a borehole
near Dzibanana to reduce competition between livestock
and wildlife for water in Sepako and surroundings.
I am using the word “new contractor” Mr Speaker for the
benefit of the Member of Parliament. In December last
year the 19th we had appointed a contractor to drill and
equip the borehole unfortunately on the 4th January 2016

he came back to us and told us that he cannot mobilise.
That is why I am saying we are now appointing a new
contractor. It is anticipated, Mr Speaker, that the drilling
and equipping of the borehole will be completed by end
of February 2016.
The Department of Wildlife and National Parks is
currently undertaking problem animal control and antipoaching patrols in the Sepako Area. I am well aware that
wildlife poaching is a challenge which must be addressed
with all the resources at our disposal wherever it occurs
in the country. My Ministry has made commendable
efforts to resource and equip the Anti-Poaching Unit of
the Department of Wildlife and National Parks during
the current financial year. Additional resources such
as vehicles, aircrafts and equipment will however be
required to improve the availability of the department to
cover the vast areas under its jurisdiction.
My Ministry will continue to engage other law
enforcement agencies, including the Botswana Defence
Force, to support Department of Wildlife and National
Parks anti-poaching efforts through the implementation
of the National Anti - Poaching Strategy. We also have
other law enforcement agencies based in the area since
early 2005. Thank you Mr Speaker.
DELAYS IN COMPLETION OF SCIENCE
LABORATORIES AT GHANZI SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): asked
the Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) whether the renovations of Science laboratories
at Ghanzi Senior Secondary School are complete;
and
(ii) what led to the delay in completing them despite
assurances by her Ministry.
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (DR DOW): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, may I humbly request, through
you that we go to Question 2 as the Assistant Minister
with the answer is not here in the House at the moment.
Through you Mr Speaker, may I ask Mr Salakae, the
Honourable Member, to acquiesce please?
MR SPEAKER: I cannot hear what you are saying
Minister.
DR DOW: Let me say it in Setswana Mr Speaker.
Ke kopa gore o tlole potso e, o tle o e boele ka yo o
tshotseng karabo ga a ise a tle. Ga ke itse gore o ka
tswa a tshwerwe ke eng. Ke a kopa. (I humbly request
that you skip this question you will revisit it, since the
Member who has the answer is not yet here, I do not
know what could have delayed him.)
Hansard No 182
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MR SPEAKER: Yes Honourable member, now I hear
you, ask him to hurry up we shall revisit it.
TOTAL COST AND NUMBER OF MEETINGS
ADDRESSED DURING THE GOODHOPEMABULE BYE-ELECTIONS
MR W. B. MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN
SOUTH): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs
and Public Administration to state:(i) the amount that was spent on fuel for aircrafts that
were used by His Excellency the President and his
Vice during the Goodhope/Mabule bye-elections;
(ii) the amount of Government fuel that was used
by the Minister for Presidential Affairs and
Public Administration during his campaign for
Goodhope/Mabule Constituency;
(iii) the number of Kgotla meetings that were
addressed by Ministers at the Goodhope/Mabule
Constituency between July and August 2015; and
(iv) the number of Kgotla meetings that were
addressed by Ministers at the Goodhope/Mabule
Constituency between July and August 2014.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Speaker.
Good afternoon. Mr Speaker, the amount spent on fuel
for aircrafts used by His Excellency the President and
His Honour the Vice President during the Goodhope/
Mabule bye-elections is P26, 904.90.
Mr Speaker, there was no Government fuel that was
used by the Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public
Administration during his campaign for Goodhope/
Mabule Constituency as Honourable Ministers use their
private vehicles during political campaigns.
Mr Speaker, Honourable Ministers addressed 11 Kgotla
meetings at the Goodhope/Mabule Constituency
between July and August 2015. There were no Kgotla
meetings that were addressed by Ministers at the
Goodhope/Mabule Constituency between July and
August 2014. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, can you
explain which fuel the Minister used when he was busy
campaigning using the government vehicle during the
period in which he also had a mobile clinic, where you
alluded that he used zero fuel, because during that period
he was campaigning? Secondly, explain what motivated
the Ministers to convene 11 Kgotla meetings in 2015
when there was a bye-election but in the same period the
previous year they did not convene any?
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MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker although the Minister for Presidential Affairs
and Public Administration was campaigning he was also
working. He was not on leave; let me put it in that way.
It is common that he might have had to carry out other
government duties such as the Cabinet and so on but
those relating to the campaign never happened.
The second question was why were there so many
Kgotla meetings during the election period; the answer
is there are different reasons why we have to perform
government duties in order for us to convene Kgotla
meetings. It means that during the period of 2014 there
was nothing motivating Kgotla meetings for example
Mr Speaker, during the period Honourable Mmolotsi is
querying about, the President of the country held two
Kgotla meetings in 2014 and during that period there
were no elections as compared to 2015.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: It should be the last one Honourable
Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister, can you clarify as to what
the biggest motivator was at Goodhope/Mabule other
than elections which motivated 11 meetings while other
areas of Botswana were completely forgotten? What
was the crisis you were trying to address?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, as I already
mentioned earlier there are different reasons and they
differ each year. These reasons compelled the Minister
during that period to convene those meetings at
Goodhope/Mabule.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What are they?
MR MAKGALEMELE: They are the ones which
were compelling. If the Ministers…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Listen to him.
MR MAKGALEMELE: When Ministers convene
Kgotla meetings they do so looking at the mandate of
their ministries and the messages they have to relay to
the public. Thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure. Mr Speaker, the
Minister is deliberately eluding this question because
I was very specific, I wanted him to tell us what was
pressing that constituency that forced the Ministers
to go and address Kgotla meetings at that particular
constituency neglecting the rest of the country. What is
it that was specific to that constituency that demanded
that they do that?

Monday 8thFebruary, 2016
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Just
because I had said that was the last supplementary you
came through a ‘window’ calling for procedure…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Listen to me, and I do not know
who your advocates are, whether you have hired them
nor how much you are paying them? Honourable
Makgalemele please clarify your answer.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, as I have already
pointed out, when every Minister goes out to…
MR KHAN: Point of order. Mr Speaker your words ‘I
do not know how much you are paying them,’ if you are
used to corruption yourself sir, do not implicate it on us.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Khan I do not
know what is happening to you, but I do not have any
intention of fighting with you. Honourable Makgalemele
please proceed with your answer.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker I was just
pointing out that Ministers hold Kgotla meetings looking
at their stature and responsibilities. If the Honourable
Member wants to know why those Ministers did not hold
those meeting at that time, he can enquire from those
Ministers saying, “You being Honourable Minister so
and so, since you are one of the people who had gone to
hold a kgotla meeting, why did you do so?” They will
come to Parliament to explain to you. I was just giving
the figures as to how many managed to hold them. I
wanted to conclude Mr Speaker, by saying, Honourable
Mmolotsi is comparing similar times’; in 2014 it was
during election time, and in 2015 it was also during
election time.
MR SALAKAE: Procedure, Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Ah! Ah! Time is running out; do not
enquire about procedure which is related to the question
which has just been answered.
MR SALAKAE: Mr Speaker I thought you could help
us with this; is it allowed to ask Honourable Ministers
specific questions with regard to their issues, as the
Minister was implying? I just wanted to find out about
that.
MR SPEAKER: Order! If you want to know something
which was happening in the Ministry, you ask a Minister
in Parliament and he or she will respond to you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: You will ask, just ask them if you
wish, they shall respond to you.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF ESTABLISHMENT
OF NATA SUB - DISTRICT
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA/GWETA): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
if he is aware that Tutume Sub-District services three (3)
huge constituencies namely; Nkange, Shashe West and
Nata/Gweta; if so:(i) when the long promised establishment of Nata
Sub-District will be undertaken;
(ii) when a Centre Manager at Nata Service Centre
will be appointed; and
(iii) when an Ipelegeng Coordinator will be appointed
for the Nata/Gweta Constituency.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Mr Speaker, I am
aware that Tutume Sub District services three huge
constituencies. Nata which is currently under Tutume
Sub District is among the 19, additional Sub Districts
and six Administrative Authorities which were approved
by government to be established during the National
Development Plan between 10 period and beyond.
Due to budgetary constraints Nata Sub District has not
been established and currently operates as a service
centre. My Ministry has no immediate plans to establish
it as a fully-fledged sub-district but will be considered
together with other priorities for NDP 11.
Mr Speaker, a centre Manager for D4 salary scale has
been appointed and deployed at the centre to coordinate
the day to day running of the service centre.
Currently Ipelegeng programme staff are allocated
according to administrative boundaries and not per
constituency and Nata/Gweta constituency is covered
under Tutume Sub District. Thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I just wanted to ask the Minister that since there is still
a challenge with finds, does he not see it fit to deploy an
Assistant Council Secretary instead of a centre manager
on D4 salary scale, so that services can continue to be
rendered at that particular service centre?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I cannot make that
undertaking or promise at this stage, but it might be
something that can be considered looking at also the
infrastructure that is not available at this point in time.
SIGNING AND RATIFICATION BY BOTSWANA
OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY PROTOCOL ON PROVISION OF
SAFE DRINKING WATER
Hansard No 182
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MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources:-

11 are non-operational whilst one has failed. Out of
the 13 operational projects, 4 are classified as success
stories.

(i) whether Botswana has signed and ratified the
Southern African Development Community
Protocol on provision of safe water for drinking;
if so, when will it be domesticated into law; if not,

Sehunou

(ii) what are the reasons for failure to sign and ratify
this Protocol.

Struizendam

Question 5 - Later date
STATE OF POVERTY ERADICATION PROJECTS
AT SOME VILLAGES
MR W. B. MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN
SOUTH): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs
and Public Administration to update this Honourable
House on the state of poverty eradication projects at the
following areas:-

47 projects have being funded of which 19 are
operational, 22 are non- operational while 6 have failed.

67 projects have been funded of which 53 are operational,
1 is non-operational while two have failed.
Damochujenaa
53 project have been funded of which 44 are operational,
6 are non-operational while 2 have failed
Chanoga
68 projects have been funded of which 62 are operational,
4 are non-operational while 2 have failed.

(i) Diphuduhudu;

Jamataka

(ii) Sehunou;

177 projects have been funded of which 139 are
operational while 38 are non-operational. Mr Speaker,
most of the beneficiaries were mobilised during the
Poverty Eradication Dipitso which were held in the said
villages. I thank you Mr Speaker.

(iii) Struizendam;
(iv) Damochojenaa;
(v) Chanoga; and
(vi) Jamataka.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, status of poverty eradication projects in the
listed areas is as follows;
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You were born to be
devious.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Makgalemele
please wait a moment. The Honourable Member you are
sitting next to is speaking loudly, and I believe they have
recorded the words he uttered.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is not lying.
MR SPEAKER: Let us listen, Honourable Makgalemele
please start again.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, the status of
poverty eradication projects in the listed areas is as
follows;
Diphuduhudu
25 projects have been funded of which 13 are operational,
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MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Will the Minister
explain to us what he means by operational, nonoperational and failed and also just to tell us whether
they still do backyard garden under the Poverty
eradication project and finally to tell us whether Poverty
Eradication project is still continuing?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Speaker,
certainly the poverty eradication is still continuing.
With regards to the backyard gardens, yes the backyard
gardens are also continuing, but we do make a major
consideration given the water challenges all over the
country.
In terms of definitions Mr Speaker, when we talk about
a non-operational project, you were saying operational,
non-operational and failed. When we talk about
operational projects we are referring to funded projects
which have started running at initial or full pace.
When we talk about non-operational projects we are
referring to projects not running because they are under
construction and are not fully supplied with equipment
material or other factors. When we talk of failed projects
we are referring to projects which started operation and
later grounded to a complete halt for different reasons
such as lack of commitment, poor management, etcetera.
Thank you Mr Speaker.

Monday 8thFebruary, 2016
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Let it be the last one Honourable
Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister, I would like you to tell us
when those non-operational projects were funded, how
long have they been waiting for the materials and when
do you expect them to be given those materials?
Lastly, did you go back to the service providers whom
you had ordered materials from to notify them that you
will not be taking the orders that you had already placed
with them because you will not be continuing with
backyard gardening?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I
do not have any information with regards to service
providers who were stopped to deliver after ordering
materials for us, so if the Honourable Member has such
information, I would be very glad if he could avail that
to me so that I follow up the matter.
As for how long the beneficiaries have been waiting
and when we expect them to be assisted, I do not have
that information, but I can find it for you. We intend to
have dealt with the backlog by end of March. We are
doing weekly monitoring and there are issues of training
on which we have engaged the private sector. So, we
believe that with the current interventions Mr Speaker,
we will have dealt with the backlog by end of March.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Sorry Honourable Shimane Mangole,
I said that was the last supplementary. Sorry for that
Honourable Mangole.
DELAYS IN LAND ALLOCATION BY NATA SUB
– LAND BOARD
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA/GWETA): asked the
Minister of Lands and Housing if he is aware that the
Nata Sub-Land Board is sluggish in the allocation of
land to the community (especially to the youth) in the
areas it services; if so, to state reasons for such delays.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Mr Speaker, while I acknowledge that there
may be some delays in the allocation of plots by the Nata
Sub-Land Board in their area of jurisdiction, to describe
such delays as sluggish may be an overstatement.
However, the delays were a manifestation of the 2010
freeze of allocation of plots, particularly in Nata village
in order to prepare the Nata Development Plan. The
Development Plan was completed in September 2011,
and subsequently handed over to the Council to prepare
layouts. The layouts will therefore be surveyed during

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
2016/17 financial year and allocation will follow
immediately thereafter.
Mr Speaker, as for other villages, the Sub-Land Board
has been allocating plots as during 2014/15 and 2015/16
financial years; the Sub-Land Board allocated a total
of 531 plots out of which 387 were for the youth.
Notwithstanding that, the Honourable Member will
recall that in our efforts to mitigate delays, all Land
Boards have been directed to hold monthly meetings
in order to expedite service provision to the members
of public. So we hope there will be an improvement. I
thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Is the Minister
aware that when the youth enquire about plots especially
in Nata, they are told that all land is the state land?
Furthermore, are you aware of suspicions that the
current Chairperson of the Nata Sub-Land board is not
doing things properly as he was recently contesting for
the Kgosi post and at the same time allocating land? So
the youth are not happy with this.
MR MAELE: Mr Speaker, let me start with the last one.
I am not aware that the current Chairperson of the Nata
Sub-Land Board contested for Bogosi. I am not denying
that it happened, but I am not aware as the Minister of
Lands and Housing. Honourable Member, since we are
talking about an individual here, maybe it will be better
if we can take it offline so that I establish the legitimacy
of his contest for the Bogosi post and trace corruption
that may have been done due to that in the Land Board. I
commit to take action if you can prove that indeed there
have been some wrong doings.
Mr Speaker, on the accusation that we are not allocating
the youth plots in Nata alleging land to be state land,
we have agreed with the Ministry of Youth, Sport and
Culture that when a youth comes with a guarantee that
in principle his/her loan has been approved, we will
take 14 days to find a plot for that particular youth. The
challenge that we have Honourable Speaker is that the
youth want us to guarantee plots before they are financed,
therefore when their applications are not approved by
the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Culture, it means that
they will have those plots and they end up selling them.
So we have agreed with MYSC that they will do the
provisional approval and then we find land for them in
14 days and then their loans can be consolidated. We
have signed even a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) even with Citizen Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA) for the youth to be guaranteed with
provisional approvals and then we give them plots and
then everything can be finalised. So, I doubt that there
are any youth in Nata who are in the same situation that
Hansard No 182
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we talking about and yet they have not been allocated
land, unless they are those who want to start by having
land and then apply for loans. Yes those ones we do not
give them special dispensation. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MAJAGA: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: The last one Honourable Majaga.
MR MAJAGA: Is the Minister aware that MYSC wants
the youth to have a plot before they can fund them?
MR MAELE: Mr Speaker, I thought I had explained.
That was the case initially, but I have said that we
have agreed with MYSC that a plot should not be a
requirement for funding, rather they should make a
provisional approval and then we allocate a plot in 14
days and then the process can be finalised. I went further
to say we even have a Memorandum of Understanding
with CEDA that for the youths, they should do
provisional approval and then contact us that we can
find land for the youth before they approve the loan. I
know that is how things have been and we have changed
that. I do not know if Honourable Olopeng is here to tell
you that indeed that is what we have agreed upon and it
is being implemented. Thank you so much Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: I said it was the last one.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, we want to know...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, I said it was
the last one.
UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF THE
ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION DRIVE IN
GHANZI AREA
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Trade and Industry to state:(i) the number of enterprises that have been registered
under the Economic Diversification Drive (EDD)
Programme since its inception;

(ii) the number of new jobs that have been created
annually through EDD since its inception;
(iii) what proportion of these new jobs are for Ghanzi
North and Ghanzi South Constituencies; and
(iv) the number of textile companies that were assisted
under the EDD Programme in the past 12 months;
and to provide the names of those companies.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR KEBONANG): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Perhaps before I start Mr Speaker, I should
share with my colleagues in the Honourable House that
the substantive Minister of Trade and Industry lost his
wife on Friday. He is not in the country, he is in India,
hopefully he will be back by end of this week and the
funeral will be next week if he comes back this week.
You will be notified of the arrangements.
Having said that Mr Speaker, let me …
Having said that Mr Speaker, let me come back to the
question.
Perhaps let me start by prefacing my answer by stating
the following Mr Speaker, that EDD as a government
programme whose objective is to promote local
industry, is targeted towards citizen companies. It
is meant for citizen companies to take advantage of
government’s procurement. It is for that reason that the
government specifically has come up with an initiative
to buy from local companies that are registered for
EDD. The companies themselves must register for EDD
at the Ministry of Trade. It is a programme that is meant
to benefit all companies in Botswana irrespective of
constituency.
Mr Speaker question Number 9 therefore,
i) The Economic Diversification Drive (EDD)
Programme has registered 1511 enterprises since
its inception; these enterprises together employ
41 672 people.
a) From the 1511 registered enterprises, 20 are from
Ghanzi North while only two are from Ghanzi
South.

how many are from Ghanzi North and Ghanzi
South Constituencies;

b) All the 20 enterprises registered in Ghanzi North
are from Ghanzi Township while no enterprises
were registered from Grootelaagte, Qabo, D’kar
and Central Kalahari Game reserve.

b) with respect to Ghanzi North how many are from
Ghanzi Township, Grootelaagte, Qabo, D’kar, Kuke
and Central Kalahari Game Reserve;

ii) A total of 5118 new jobs have been created
by companies registered under EDD since its
inception.

a)
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Year
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
Total

Jobs created
7
912
908
1076
1332
673
210
5118

Out of the 5118 new jobs created, 148 are from Ghanzi North while 17 are from Ghanzi South.
iii) A total of 25 textile companies were registered under EDD Programme in the last 12 months, and these are;
No.

Name

Location

1

Angels Enterprises

Gaborone

2

Apper-Valley Holdings (Pty) Ltd

Gaborone

3

Boers Investment (Pty) Ltd

Francistown

4

Creations of Africa (Pty) Ltd

Gaborone

5

Dintlenyane Phutimpe T/A Thabatshe Nappies Production

Serowe

6

Evie’s Creations

Thamaga

7

Feura Sports

Oodi

8

Heaving Gells (Pty) Ltd T/A Len-BA Garments

Mahalapye

9

Idah Knitters Centre T/A Francistown Knitters

Francistown

10

Issues (Pty) Ltd

Gaborone

11

Lum Agencies (Pty) Ltd

Tati Siding

12

Marine (Pty) Ltd T/A Marine Garments

Mogoditshane

13

Mmadinotshi Tannery & Leather Works

Gaborone

14

Moubles Holdings (Pty) Ltd

Kang

15

Northern Textile Mills (Botswana) (Pty) Ltd T/A Nortex

Francistown

16

OMNI Investments (Pty) Ltd

Thamaga

17

Pinnie Maruatona T/A Task Manufacturers

Palapye

18

Ree Fashions (Pty) Ltd

Francistown

19

Rhodinah Ikhutseng T/A Babahtshi Textile

Maitengwe

20

SS INDUSTRIES

Selebi-Phikwe

21

TM Clothing (Pty) Ltd

Palapye

22

Tshepiso Eric Pilane T/A Hardkop Holdings

Mogobane

23

Viclink Investments (Pty) Ltd

Gaborone

24

Window Dec Fabric & Designers

Mahalapye

25

Young Generation Curtains (Pty) Ltd

Tlokweng
Hansard No 182

11

Monday 8thFebruary, 2016
Mr Speaker, these are the companies and the allocations
as asked by the Honourable Member.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker, Honourable Minister, have you not carried out
a research to establish why there are no enterprises from
Qabo, Grootelaagte, D’kar, Central Kalahari Game
Reserve registered with EDD because there are people
there?
MR KEBONANG: When I started, I did indicate that
EDD is a government programme, what happens is that,
it is the companies themselves, the owners of companies
that come and register. To answer your question, no, we
have not carried any research as to why those people
might have not registered. It might be for a number of
reasons, they may not be interested or they may not
know about EDD, in which case I undertake that when
I go to your constituency, I will let them know about
EDD.
MISSING OF THE 70TH SESSION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY
HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT
MR W. B. MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public
Administration why His Excellency the President
missed the 70th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly in September 2015 where Presidents of other
countries signed for the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Mr Speaker, it should be noted that
it is not always possible for His Excellency the President
to attend Conferences/Summits due to other pressing
commitments as was the case with the 70th Session of
the United Nations General Assembly. It is, however,
important to note that His Excellency the President
was duly represented by a High-level delegation led
by His Honour, Vice President Mokgweetsi Masisi.
Mr Speaker, at this Session, the Heads of State made
“Affirmation of Support Statements” and Honourable
Masisi ably articulated Botswana’s position on issues
before the Assembly. No document was signed during
the Session. I thank you, Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, enlighten
us as to why does it seem like His Excellency the President
is always held up, given that he has never attended a
single General Assembly since he came into power, is
he the only one who has pressing commitments?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker, let me say it was
explained in this House that it is possible for different
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Presidents to be held up and in which case they can be
represented by their Vice Presidents or Ministers of
Foreign Affairs.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary. Honourable
Makgalemele, my question was; do you want to tell us
that ever since the President came into power he has
always been so held up that he could not attend even a
single General Assembly? If so, what will he be doing?
MR MAKGALEMELE: He is held up by other
Presidential duties. Those duties are related to his
responsibility as the President and they hinder him from
attending.
In your substantive question Honourable Mmolotsi, you
did not ask for the number of times when the President
has ever attended the General Assembly, you can ask
that question to get a response. Generally it is not a
crime if it happens that every time when those meetings
convene he is held up.
DELAYS IN COMPLETION OF SCIENCE
LABORATORIES AT GHANZI SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): asked
the Minister of Education and Skills Development:(iii) whether the renovations of Science laboratories
at Ghanzi Senior Secondary School are complete;
and
(iv) what led to the delay in completing them despite
assurances by her Ministry.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Mr
Speaker,
(i) The renovations of science laboratories at Ghanzi
Senior Secondary School are complete and the
science laboratories have been handed over to the
school on 14th October 2015 to use for learning
and teaching.
(ii) Mr Speaker, this project had setbacks and challenges
which led to it being not delivered on time to the
school. Among these delays is scope creep to
the original requirements and the difficultly in
sourcing material specifications to complete the
project. Furthermore, the project had nominated
subcontractors for mechanical and electrical
appointed way late after the main contractor was
commissioned. The main contractor was under
these circumstances forced to suspend works
requiring commencement of works of mechanical
and electrical contractors, hence the delay. I thank
you.
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REASONS FOR AND TOTAL ESTIMATED
NUMBER OF RETRENCHMENTS AT
BOTSWANA MEAT COMMISSION
MR M. I. MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
asked the Minister of Agriculture if he is aware that
there are plans to retrench workers at Botswana Meat
Commission; if so, to state the reasons and the total
estimated number of retrenchments.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(MR AUTLWETSE): Mr Speaker, I am aware that the
Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) is considering to
retrench some of its staff in order to reduce its high costs
of production and the matter is still to be considered by
Cabinet. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MAJAGA: Supplementary. I would like to ask the
Minister if he see it proper for people to be retrenched at
BMC considering the fact that in the last meeting their
budget was increased with 300 million?
MR AUTLWETSE: I thank you Honourable member.
It is nobody’s wish to see Botswana Meat Commission
retrenching its employees. If they were forced by the
circumstances then there is nobody who could prevent
it. As they say, they were reducing the production costs.
If the funds that the Honourable Member was talking
about did not bring any change, maybe the only solution
that they came up with is to retrench. This is why I am
saying the Cabinet is still discussing it whether that
should be agreed to or not. I thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Further supplementary. My question to
the Minister is how many people should we expect to be
retrenched? Secondly what raises the production costs?
MR AUTLWETSE: Eventhough that is a new question
I will just explain. Currently we do not have the numbers
since the matter is still handled by the Cabinet. That is
the explanation that I can give for now and if it happens
that a question is asked when the numbers have been
decided, they will be publicised. .
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Did you not hear when I said it is the
last one?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No.
MR SPEAKER: I had mentioned that it is the last one
Honourable Members. Sorry for that. Sorry Honourable
Member.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We did not hear.
MR SPEAKER: Who is speaking?

HONOURABLE MEMBER: I am.
MR SPEAKER: What were you saying Honourable
Member?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I was saying I did not
hear the Minister answering the second part of the
question.
MR SPEAKER: No just wait.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I did not hear him too.
MR SPEAKER: You were not listening to him, were
you?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: You were not paying attention. He
responded. I said it is the last one so let us continue.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Do not go back to the question that
we have closed.
MR MAJAGA: Mr Speaker I was saying the Honourable
Member was referring to the question that talked about
the production cost, what raises the production cost?
MR SPEAKER: I said you should not go back to that
question. Order! I ruled that you should not get back
to that question. We are not going back to it, so let us
continue. I want you to debate the budget.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MR SPEAKER: When this House adjourned on
Thursday last week, Honourable Ngaka Magang Ngaka
was on the floor and he was left with 29 minutes 58
seconds.
MR NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): Let me thank you
Mr Speaker for allowing me to continue where I left
off last time eventhough I did not take long due to time
constraints. I have studied this speech and also went
through the Leader of Opposition’s speech in response to
the budget that was presented by Honourable Matambo.
I will start by commending Honourable Matambo
for this Budget Speech. I have realised that there is
consistency. There is connection between the 2016, 2015
and 2014 Budget Speeches. Those in the opposition
keep complaining that we only change the dates, no, that
is not true; actually they medge, more like when two
things interconnect.
Hansard No 182
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR NGAKA: They interconnect, they are not the same.
I would like to commend you on that Minister because it
is clear that your Ministry is doing an exceptional job of
allocating the budget.
Honourable Members to rule is not a minor task. You do
not just wake up and make decisions. There is a lot of
consultation; we involve experts to share ideas before
coming up with a common solution. Some people do not
get this point morespecially those that I am facing. They
think it is just a walk in the park. Batswana should not
try to vote you into power because I do not think they
will be doing themselves justice.
I would like to caution Batswana never to try to elect
the opposition parties into power because they can
tell through their comments in Parliament that they
are lost. Honourable Members be reminded that the
Botswana Democratic Party government cares about
the welfare of the nation and it is concerned about issue
of unemployment. The Ministry of Agriculture is one
of the sectors that have some government programmes
that have been put in place to assist the nation during
these hard times. One of these programmes is the
Integrated Support Programme for Arable Agriculture
Development (ISPAAD). With this programme five
hectares of land is ploughed for free for Batswana,
everything will be paid for including the tractor, seeds,
fertilisers so that they can sustain themselves.
I disagree with Honourable Duma Boko’s statement
that there is misuse of funds during this process because
Batswana benefit a lot from the five hectares that have
been ploughed for them. You need to look into this matter
because it will be a huge concern if your government is
not going to care about the welfare of its people. I am
going to comment on the issue of Poverty Eradication.
Most responses to the budget speech had lot to say about
backyard garden as a form of Poverty Eradication. What
about other forms of Poverty Eradication? Backyard
garden is not the only answer to this.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)...
MR NGAKA: No, backyard garden is not the only
form of Poverty Eradication.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, let us have
order so that we can hear him speak. Let us all listen to
him please.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Mr Speaker for protecting
me. Backyard garden is not the only form of Poverty
Eradication, but one of the many. There are some
Batswana who have already been assisted with small
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livestock, tents to hire out, some are running bakeries
and baking bread to sell to schools, while some have
been assisted with catering equipment as a form of
Poverty Eradication. All these have been a success; let
us not only focus on the backyard garden just because it
has been less successful.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker. I would
like to urge Honourable Ngaka to clarify to the house
that there are 45 other alternative products of Poverty
Eradication that he has been talking about. I wanted
you to mention this so that it is very clear to everyone.
Thank you.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable Maele for the
number. I was trying to indicate that there seems to be
more attention given to the negatives and all the positives
are not appreciated with this programme. Let us try to be
honest and not mislead Batswana by giving credit where
it is due. My advice to the leader of opposition, if he ever
does a budget speech, is to make it an honest speech and
not only focus on where the Botswana Democratic Party
failed. Just because the backyard garden failed, does
not mean the whole programme of Poverty Eradication
have failed.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Elucidation. I will try and be brief
Honourable Minister. Poverty Eradication started way
back, the 45 other products that were introduced were a
continuation of what was already there. Education is one
of the programmes that have always been there to help
fight poverty. Some people came from poor families
but with education they have managed to release their
families from poverty.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable Minister for that
point. The Botswana Democratic Party government
cares about the welfare of Batswana. If we talk about
internet connection which Honourable Duma Boko was
focusing more on, can I quote Mr Speaker…
MR SPEAKER: Where are you quoting from
Honourable?
MR NGAKA: From his speech Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: You may continue Honourable.
MR NGAKA: Paragraph 12 (c) goes like,
“Infrastructure Development: Yes, we must attend to
service infrastructure urgently. Our highest priority
should be high speed internet connectivity to level the
playing ground between local economic agents and their
international competitors and shorten the distance to
markets and suppliers.”
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This is what our government is doing. He writes it
as if it is going to be done for the first time by their
government. Last year hotspot was launched in Rail
Park mall; it was later launched at Airport Junction,
in Francistown, Kasane and Maun. This is what is
happening now. Botswana Fibre Networks (BoFiNet) is
installing optic fibres countrywide. They have already
installed in Kasane, Tsabong and Ngami. This is what
our government is doing. Now the Leader of Opposition
is saying it as if it will be his own idea. There is nothing
new that he said in the paragraph that I just quoted, he
should have just praised the Botswana Democratic Party
for the job well done.

MR NGAKA: No, I just wanted to inform them that in
less than ten minutes I have yielded about four to five
times so I will not be able to finish my debate.

MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Elucidation.
Thank you Mr Speaker and Honourable Minister. I just
want to add that, even though some of them are turning
a blind eye to these programmes, they were in actual
fact part of these programmes when we launched them
in their constituencies. Thank you.

On the Energy and Mechanical Equipment Electrification
of Morupule B, when you talk about the mechanical
and the electrical equipment, it is something which gets
tested after being manufactured. That is why it is given
a certain warranty to notify even the manufacturers that
although it has been tested and passed, it might have
some faults, that is what happens to all the equipments
which are mechanical and electrical.

MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable Minister for that
clarification. What I am trying to address is; he is adding
what the Botswana Democratic Party is already doing
to his speech, and wanting it to look like it is something
new. I would give another example, if you go to his
Paragraph 17 and 18, I will not quote it Mr Speaker, you
can read it for yourselves; he is talking about education
at pre-primary schools; we are already there. We already
have class zeros in schools for children before they
start standard one in primary schools. This is already
implemented in Sesung Primary School as well as
Dutlwe. It is being implemented all over.
It is only that it just started and not yet covered
nationwide, but it is already there. He is saying it as if
it will be their own idea but the Botswana Democratic
Party government has already done it. Do not copy our
ideas and add some difficult English words and act like
it is your idea. This is our idea, it is in place we are doing
it, we are implementing it. If you are going to steal our
ideas and pretend they are yours
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NGAKA: I disagree. No you are delaying me, let
me proceed. I have yielded about four to five times in
less than ten minutes when am I going to finish?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Noise!
Honourable Ngaka proceed with your debate. It is your
choice if you do not want to yield. Do not respond.

Mr Speaker, I would like to indicate that the response
of Leader of the Opposition Honourable Boko has no
substance at all because he is repeating what we said.
The only new thing I picked from his speech is that he
is going to give senior school students laptops; that his
government is going to distribute laptops and tablets
only. And how? Where will they get the funds? That
is the only issue here, the rest of this document here
reflects exactly what the Botswana Democratic Party is
undertaking.

Therefore when a plant such a Morupule B is generated
then there are faults with equipments used there, it is not
due to short cuts and it is not a trial and error method.
Let me quote Honourable Speaker if you can allow
me…, okay let me not quote, I might take long. It is not
short cuts like the Leader of Opposition is saying that if
it comes to energy and plant generation of Morupule B
it means there were short cuts. A plant worth billions,
then the Honourable Leader of the House says that there
has been trial and error, I do not agree with that. That
cannot be.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NGAKA: Yes it is there. It is here. He has written
it here. But let me proceed. I mean Leader of the
Opposition, sorry for that. It is written here. He said it
here. It is in here. Ah-ah!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR NGAKA: Then the Honourable can be proud of
trial and error method in government! Our government
is trial and error method! These people should not even
try, we might have a problem but I just wanted to say…
Let me yield. This is for the last time now.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of Clarification. The
reason why we say trial and error is that we have asked
a question regarding the company which generated
Morupule B that how much power station did it
generate? There is no response yet. That is why we say
it is trial and error because it has never produced any
results.
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MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable. No his comment
is just a comment because he never said where have you
built it. Where exactly did he ask, at the star rally or what?
I have no idea. Honourable Members our government
is trying. One Honourable from that side, Honourable
Bagalatia Arone, was talking about languages in primary
schools. The Botswana Democratic party government
has engaged teacher aids who are placed at areas where
Setswana is not the mother tongue so that she/he can
assist the teacher in class by interpreting into their
mother tongue, it is there, I can give an example. I have
one school, Khekhenye Primary School, their pass rate
was 75 per cent, and they are Basarwa by origin, every
time they are in class the teacher aids are there. Can you
not see that it is a success now? Let me proceed so that
I may conclude.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)...
MR NGAKA: Mr Speaker please protect me because I
never make side remarks during their debates.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Ngaka do not listen
to the side remarks, focus on your debate. Honourable
Members listen to the Member of Parliament on the
floor and stop interrupting him. He was listening to you
when you were debating.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Honourable Speaker. I was
saying it is a success. So the issue raised by Leader of the
Opposition that children of Kgalagadi and Okavango are
not going to be educated is not true Honourable. I have a
primary school at Dutlwe its pass rate was 90.6 per cent.
Therefore stop making assumptions about the Botswana
Democratic Party, that is not what we are saying. We
are willing to address any anomaly which might occur
in our areas and see how best to address it. Therefore do
not say Kgalagadi, that is not how it is in Botswana, that
is not what is happening in my constituency at all.
As a Member of Parliament and the Botswana Democratic
Party government, I am seriously ensuring that students
receive quality education at our constituencies.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)...

For example, the reason I say that you should always
assess and engage educated minds in your speeches,
some months back Honourable Bathobakae asked that
if people are boarding trucks are they cattle? I was here
some months back. Yesterday at Khudumelapye the
children were fully packed in the truck, they complain
and contradict themselves. You still make them use
trucks. Yesterday that was on Sunday, they travelled
Sesung and Khudumelapye in a truck but when they get
in Parliament they say children should not be transported
in trucks, they are not cattle. Ah-ah!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Just listen to him, I cannot
hear.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR NGAKA: What should we believe in; your actions
or words? Should we now contradict ourselves, no the
government does not want that.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Wait. You know what Members
of Parliament? If you are making noise, I am unable to
hear when a point of order or procedure is called. You
are speaking too loudly I cannot hear the Member on
the floor just like you can see that even now whilst I am
standing Honourable Butale is busy pointing a finger at
another Member.

Sorry Honourable, I do not know how to talk in a low
voice my apologies.

MR KHAN: Point of order. Mr Speaker, we have to
protect the decorum of this House and in order to do so,
we have to correct things that are wrong. Honourable
Member Ngaka Ngaka, is telling this House a lie.
There were no people whom we had given a lift at
Khudumelapye. I was there. Where was he? Whom
did he hear this from because there was no one that
we transported in trucks? If he is used to doing so, he
should not think we are like him.

MR SPEAKER: I told you not to address side remarks,
they are derailing you. Proceed with your debate.

MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Khan, that is not
a point of order. You should have stood on a point of

MR NGAKA: Yes, I am not disputing that there are
some hiccups but it is nothing major as compared
to the successes of the Botswana Democratic Party
government, then we make it seem like since there is
a failure somewhere it means the entire system is like
that.
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MR NGAKA: Yes but the most painful part is that I
respect them and never act this way so I wonder what
they want me to do if they act this way while I am on
the floor. I am simply trying to indicate that leading is
difficult and requires a certain level of responsibility
which the Botswana Democratic Party is showing now.
You cannot just say that since the students have failed it
means we need teachers who are highly trained, where?
At the same time as the Opposition parties you say you
are supporting the teachers as the government is illtreating them then tomorrow you demean them and say
they are not well educated you are going to find educated
ones. What should we believe, what is your stand?
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correction to correct what he has said if you do not
concur with it. The House is perfectly in order. The
debate is going on very well. It is just that you do not
agree with what he saying.
MR NGAKA: Let me thank you Mr Speaker. The
trucks which were carrying people yesterday, they even
passed in front of my yard at Sesung…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR NGAKA: No wait a minute so that I conclude…
DR. P. BUTALE: Point of order. Thank you very much.
For what it is worth, maybe the Honourable Member
can furnish this House with evidence of the accusation
he is making or he should withdraw because this is a
serious matter of ethics and we are telling him that this
is not true. If he says it is true, he should give us the
evidence.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! You know what? Please
listen! Honourable Ngaka is on the floor and he saying
trucks full of people passed in front of his yard yesterday.
Now I do not know what proof you are looking for.
Honourable Ngaka, do you have evidence with regard
to what you are saying sir, can you produce it?
MR NGAKA: Mr Speaker, if we are to follow this
trend now…
MR SPEAKER: No, I was just asking, answer me and
proceed with your debate.
MR NGAKA: It is just that I did not take pictures,
but that is what happened. Yes, I could be producing
pictures to show you but that is what happened…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Interruptions)…
MR NGAKA: Let me conclude, that is what happened
yesterday. Members of the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) were…(interruptions)…who the truck
belongs to…
MR SPEAKER: Order! What is going on? Please
listen. Order! Listen! Honourable Mabeo, listen! You
have been debating very well; I do not understand what
is going on now. The passing of trucks, is the one which
can cause you to make noise?
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I
wanted to say when Honourable Ngaka Ngaka started
his debate, he said he is connecting this issue to what
was said by Honourable Bathobakae, and that the trucks
which had carried people that side belonged to the
people in the opposition. Now, let him produce evidence
that that indeed happened because us on this side of the

isle are against people being transported in trucks like
cattle now let him produce evidence.
MR SPEAKER: No, you cannot do that. This is a
debate. Honourable Ngaka is telling you what he saw in
his constituency, now before he even finishes his debate
you are asking him to give you proof, evidence, how…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They should also
produce evidence with regard to…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mabeo, please listen to
how Honourable Ngaka Ngaka is going to conclude his
debate, please do not disturb him.
MR NGAKA: Let me thank you Mr Speaker for being
patient…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Honourable
Ngaka Ngaka was saying Honourable Bathobakae was
condemning how children are transported in trucks,
and he said he has evidence that he saw Members of
the UDC here carrying children in trucks passing in
front of his home. We are saying the UDC does not
have trucks, and we did not transport anybody in trucks.
Let him produce evidence, or else he should withdraw
those words right now. That statement should be erased
because he is tainting our image. That is not true.
MR SPEAKER: No, you cannot do that. If you treat
your issues in this manner you will never debate. Please
let Honourable Ngaka Ngaka debate and conclude; let
us listen to him so that we hear what he has to say, do
not be disturbed in any way. Please let us allow him to
speak, and listen to him.
MR NGAKA: Speaker let me thank you, and I shall
continue thanking you. I do not believe that…
MR MOIPISI: Procedure. Mr Speaker, I have been
listening to the Honourable Members that side, I heard
Honourable Khan referring to Honourable Ngaka
Ngaka as a liar. I want this House to know whether
that language is palatable so that in future when I say
somebody is a liar, I will not be barred from saying so.
Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! You have taken me aback. I
always encourage you not to use words which hurt
others emotionally because if you use English words,
tomorrow they are also going to look for an English
word which will hurt you, and it will be very painful.
Honourable Ngaka, please resume your debate, you are
left with 7 minutes.
MR NGAKA: Let me thank you Mr Speaker for being
that patient, in calming the situation. Honourable
Members, you cannot take anything away from the
Hansard No 182

17

Monday 8thFebruary, 2016

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

truth. If anybody in the opposition party is denying what
happened in the sight of everybody at the constituency,
and then you say you will win it, just forget it. Let me
continue…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ngaka, continue. Please
lean more on Honourable Matambo’s presentation.
MR NGAKA: Let me continue. Now they have
derailed me from my debate. Honourable Members,
I had intended to talk about the Economic Stimulus
Package (ESP) in conclusion. Let me point out that if
there is challenge which has to do with the economy, an
intelligent government would have avenues to correct
the situation. She would have means through which
the challenge will be abated. Therefore Honourable
Members, it is not wrong, it is actually in order to have
the ESP which most of its projects are the ones which
were not done during that time when there was an
economic downturn. Let me congratulate Honourable
Matambo for having come up with the ESP to continue
the projects which were trailing behind and other new
ones which might be there, as a way of responding to
the plight of Batswana. This shows that as the BDP
(Domkrag) government we care that every Motswana
should lead a good life, so that in future they would be
proud to be Batswana.
There is what is called rural electrification, which started
some years back in Botswana. The BDP (Domkrag)
government is connecting electricity in all the villages
in Botswana. Even in Khudumelapye there is electricity.
Villages which have grown beyond the grid, right now
the BDP (Domkrag) government is making sure that
it covers such villages. Let me thank you even though
there are some villages which electricity has not reached
yet. I believe the 24 villages you were talking about
includes connecting some villages without electricity
because you are still in the process. We cannot negate
and say the national electricity grid is not effective. No,
it has been an ongoing process of electrifying villages;
today it is this village and the next day it is the other, but
not all of them have been covered in Botswana, and I am
not denying that. Some villages are still trailing behind
but before some have not been…
From a long time back, it is the norm that certain villages
will be electrified and from there the connections are
extended to other villages. Before electricity is connected
in other villages, those villages which have already
been connected also grow and some wards will be
developed where there are no electricity cables thereby
forcing government to go back and help those who are
outside the national grid and that is why we always
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hear Honourable Members asking when expansion of
electricity grid will be done in their villages.
This cannot go unnoticed. We cannot doubt the
expansion of electricity grid in Botswana and the
opposition should commend the BDP for this. Mr
Speaker they have derailed me, therefore, with those
remarks, I conclude.
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): I thank
you Mr Speaker for giving me this opportunity to
comment on Honourable Minister Matambo`s speech.
Firstly, let me thank my colleagues for re-electing me
as Chairperson of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association Committee. I am thankful for that and I
accept the appointment Honourable Members. Mr
Speaker, I think I would not take long. Firstly, I should
thank Honourable Matambo that as provided for in the
law...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Lelatisitswe, you are
reminded not to be too closer to the microphone; they
are saying you are not properly recorded.
MR LELATISITSWE: I thank Honourable Matambo
for having presented the Budget to us at the beginning
of this meeting. Firstly, I would like to underscore that
money is a scarce resource. So Honourable Members
are not wrong to be at loggerheads, scarcity is one of
the properties of money, it will always be scarce. It is
humbling that amid the challenges that we had about
water and electricity in the past year, you still managed
to present a Budget to us. I thank you for that Honourable
Minister.
Furthermore, we are hit by drought this year and in
the past year, we have seen government subsidising
livestock feeds to enable farmers to feed their livestock.
Mr Speaker, it has also shown that commodity prices,
diamond prices and other commodities were affected.
So it therefore means that your budget is a tight one. You
came with the Budget at the difficult time which is also
towards the end of our National Development Plan 10
and the end of our Vision 2016. Batswana are expecting
to hear something concrete regarding this NDP 10 and
the Vision. Despite of all those, you still managed to put
something up and I accept the Budget as you presented.
Mr Speaker, I will talk about two aspects in the Budget;
paragraph 7 and paragraph 36 which state what
exactly the Budget entails, stimulating the economy,
employment creation, poverty eradication etc. I have
heard what Honourable Matambo has presented to us
and may I quote with your permission Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Quote Honourable Member. What are
you quoting?
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MR LELATISITSWE: On paragraph 7...
MR SPEAKER: No, I mean the document.
MR LELATISITSWE: From the Budget Speech
where it says, “These priorities of this Budget were
discussed extensively during the Budget Dipitso held
with relevant stakeholders late last year.”
I believe that it is important that these Budget Dipitso
should be rolled extensively across the country so
that when we discuss it here, Batswana would have
contributed to it. It is very important.
Then onto the Budget, I thank you for the big share
that has been allocated the Ministry of Education and
Skills Development. Education can redeem someone
from poverty. Mr Speaker, there are challenges at this
Ministry which we should look at as the leaders of this
country, maybe looking at projects like the Economic
Stimulus Package (ESP) under the Ministry of Education
and Skills Development, backlog Eradication where
classrooms will be constructed. Personally I think that
there should be a stand-alone committee to spearhead
the ESP. I am afraid that what has been happening to
some projects may happen again whereby some projects
were not completed and then a lot of money would be
returned. We should look closely into implementation
and monitoring of these projects because it would not
serve any purpose for us as leaders to give out funds
to do projects and then at the end there is no one to
implement the projects. We should also assess if there
are enough personnel to implement these projects which
we say we want them to be implemented quickly. That
is one of the things that I want us to closely look into.
Furthermore, we have a challenge of shortage of books
at the Ministry of Education and Skills Development.
I concur with the Leader of Opposition Honourable
Gideon Boko that since we are getting into technology,
maybe we should do what is happening in the
neighbouring South Africa and try to reduce the money
that we inject into buying stationery. Maybe we could
start doing that in schools that are in towns not because
we are discriminating but slowly trying to reduce text
books in schools which are not enough because in my
constituency for example, you will find many children
sharing a text book. This is a disturbing situation. I
believe that if we can adopt a system of using technology
which Honourable Mabeo is trying to roll out, we can
try to divert from textbooks. This system can help us
a lot and can reduce the government expenses. It is
something that we should consider as a way forward.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO):
Elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you my

colleague. Let me confirm to you my colleague that
if you take our strategy or Education and Training
Strategic Sector Plan (ETSSP) document, you will find
that it adresses this issue. We have already begun, some
tenders are already advertised to procure Informantion
Technology (IT) equipment to install it in schools…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What are you buying?
MR MOLAO: Computers and all other IT equipment
to be installed in schools. That is when we can move
on to the second phase of reducing stationery funds
when schools are now fully equipped. That document is
available and it is public.
MR LELATISITSWE: Let me thank you Honourable
Member for educating us but Batswana are in need of it.
Those are welcome efforts.
Still on education, I was looking at the fact that
teachers are all over the country. There is something
that is still confusing at the moment concerning
education. You will find that education is run by the
Ministry of Local Government and the Ministry of
Education. When a challenge arises, some students
are attended to by the Local Government and some by
the Ministry of Education. It is very confusing to the
workers in different areas. I believe if the Ministry
of Education is the one responsible for education,
everything pertaining to education should be attended
to by Ministry of Education because this is a confusing
situation especially for constituencies which has remote
areas where children who are on the council welfare
experience delay in getting the assistance that can help
them continue with education.
Maybe the Ministry of Education could come up with
resident social workers in schools which are in remote
areas so that these children may be well taken care of
under the Ministry of Education without the confusion
that we see prevalent where sometimes children go
without food. This applies to remote areas like Mosu,
Mmea, Khwee, etcetra. This is a that we sometimes.
Maybe moving on from the issue of education, let
me thank Honourable Matambo for the budget. We
appreciate so much what the government intends to do
in terms of economic diversification inorder to create
jobs for Batswana. One of the good ideas that the
government has come up with is the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP) by which Batswana will find jobs.
Personally, I believe that maybe it is not enough. If ESP
is only in construction, some youth who have other
qualifications unrelated to construction or those who
are tenderpreneurs are going to be left out. It is very
important that in such situations we should look into
diversifying projects. Maybe we should have extended
ESP in such a way that…
Hansard No 182
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It will not be appropriate for me to sit down without
talking about diamonds. Everyone talks about his
or constituency. I am not sure but recently I heard
Honourable Kablay speaking for his constituency with
a strong voice maybe you could allow me Honourable
Members to speak about my constituency which
produces diamonds. This is because I believe we have
contributed substantially to Honourable Matambo’s
budget. Diamonds have been mined for more that 40
years. Even before we were born, diamonds were mined
near our fields. I believe that our partnership with
companies such as De Beers has helped us to open our
eyes because when the partnership was established, the
BDP government made sure that Batswana trained for
various jobs.
When I was growing up, we knew that majority of
the people working in our mine were whites. Maybe
Honourable Makgato can vouch for me because we
once worked there together but nowadays Batswana
are in charge. Perhaps the government could talk that
company into handing over operations, because I do not
know… if we are still in partnership, does that mean
we share profits that could possibly go into Honourable
Matambo’s budget. Maybe we could partner with it at
Diamond Trading Company (DTC) in marketing going
forward. I believe that we could reduce its share and
have a full government company which mines the
diamonds that can bring revenue into our country so that
we do not have to share proceeds starting from mining
the diamond till the polish stage.
I believe the time has come for us to view this company
in that light. Mineral beneficiation; I believe that
diversifying the economy through our minerals was
very important that through ESP…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
Elucidation. Thank you Honourable Speaker, thank you
colleague. I think my colleague wanted to elaborate
more on the value of diamonds that it should not be a
cost of just a raw diamond but the cost should include
everything done on it to improve its value.
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you Honourable
Member. How wonderful it is to have people who are
well versed in Setswana. Thank you, that is what I was
trying to say. Just to go back a little, I was saying maybe
the time has come for us to run operations. I am saying
this because I have seen it in Karowe company which
has a 100 per cent Batswana employees. However I
trust that the government will manage just like it did
with BCL (Botswana Concessions Limited) in Phikwe.
Those are some of the things that I wanted to touch.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
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MR LELATISITSWE: Let me continue Honourable
Member I will yield later. I was thinking maybe our ESP
could be used in such departments. The government
could have looked for the complete factory shells and
partnered with the youth in areas such as Jwaneng and
Letlhakane. Then the youth could start businesses that
in return would benefit the country as the returns will be
going back to Minister Matambo’s budget.
I believe that under ESP, more money should have
been used in the Ministry of Trade because I believe it
is one Ministry that has a lot of departments which are
mandated to diversify the economy. It is clear that we
have neglected organisations such as CEDA, LEA and
BITC. They are the ones that know the import bill and
could provide us with the policy direction of ESP as to
where more money is spent.
I can give you an example and say in Botswana there
are a lot vehicle that are commonly known as the ‘fong
kongs’ and I believe if the government was to come
up with an initiative to spend money in starting a tyre
company, the youth were going to be employed and it
was going to be a permanent tyre company project that
imports tyres in Africa. Looking at the capacity of our
country and our budget, these are some of the projects
that our government could be doing so that at the end the
company could be owned by Batswana and they can buy
shares from it just like they are doing with BITC.
Maybe if I move on and talk about transport, I want to
say I believe we have budgeted a lot for that ministry
so that we use the ESP to construct roads for Batswana.
MR SPEAKER: You are saying the money has been
splashed, splashed by who?
MR LELATISITSWE: It is Setswana language Mr
Speaker; maybe you could assist with a better word.
Honourable Member I trust that some money has been
reserved in the ESP programme for the construction of
shorter roads. My apologies…
MR SPEAKER: Okay! Honourable Member use the
Setswana language that we are all conversant with.
MR LELATISITSWE: I was saying under the ESP
programme we have budgeted for the construction of
roads in the Ministry of Transport. This too should be
commended. I am thinking that here, the government
could be coming up with a private company like BITC
that was going to manage transport. Maybe it was
going to generate money using the fuel levy and have
the power to apply for loans and construct roads using
the government as a surety, that was going to be done
to reduce our dependence in Honourable Matambo’s
budget. If a road is constructed, it should be a liability
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to us then the government could fund its maintenance.
I was thinking that if we could have a company of that
kind we were going to invest a lot of money.
These ideas affect Honourable Batshu’s ministry and
the ministry of Trade. I believe that our immigration
policies are too strict in that if the investors want to
start companies this side the process takes too long in
that they end up giving up and taking their business to
other countries. If we want to improve our economy it
is important that we revisit our policies and make sure
that they are not too strict, however we should not forget
our security.
I believe that we heard Minister Matambo when he
presented the development budget that he said this time
around more money in this budget have been given to
the Ministry of defence, Justice and Security followed
by the Ministry of Minerals. I am aware of the situation
and would like to say Batswana are still experiencing
water shortage and power cuts. I came here expecting
that this ministry will be allocated more money. I do not
think our security is at stake in that we could be using
more money in defence.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of clarification. I
wanted to ask the Honourable Member if he is aware that
there are members in this House who always complain
about the situation of equipment at the Botswana
Defence Force, the Police officers’s accommodation
and so forth in this Parliament?
MR LELATISITSWE: Let me thank you Honourable
Member and remind you that the weapon that is more
dangerous than the gun is water. If you can give
somebody a gun and not give him water, he is going to
die of thirst and leave the gun. So when you distribute
water throughout the country you are providing strength,
intelligence and other important factors in most people;
in other words you are developing Motswana. I do not
negate the fact that we need security in our country but
we always complain about a lot of things, we need a
hospital in Letlakeng but the Ministry of Health budget
was not allocated a bigger budget. My expectation was
that the development budget was going to allocate a
bigger portion to the Ministry of Minerals looking at the
fact that we had challenges last year.
Maybe if I can touch on the Special Economic Zones
(SEZ) and say I understand that they will be done in
phases. I want to say I was not impressed by the fact
that Phase 1, 2 and 3 are mostly in A1 whereas there
is nothing in areas like Kgalagadi. But most Batswana
live in that area and they deserve to be assisted like the

rest of us this side. When I heard of the SEZ I wondered
if we are going to leave them out, they are going to
continue to rely on Ipelegeng. Maybe the Budget could
have increased the number of Ipelegeng workers since
there is no SEZ.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR LELATISITSWE: There is no time Honourable
Member we shall discuss it outside. Mr Speaker that is
all I wanted to comment on. I support the budget with
the suggestions that I made, they could improve our
country going forward. I thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you Mr Speaker. When I left my constituency,
and before I had any information about this budget,
Francistown residents had high expectations of this
budget speech. They are hoping that we will come
back with a very positive feedback. After listening to
this speech I am afraid none of the expectations of the
Francistown residents have been met. For years they
have been having problems of flooding in their homes,
bad roads, lack of facilities like youth centres and lack
of hospital with 24 hours service. They have long waited
for the hospital which has been on the plan for a while
because there is only a referral hospital in Francistown.
It is quite shocking that even though Francistown is
such a big city, with such a large number of residents,
you found it important to plan to build the next hospital
in Moshupa. Francistown residents were hoping to hear
that children in Gerald Estates are finally going to attend
a local Community Junior Secondary school or that
Goldmine is now becoming a unified Secondary school.
They were hoping for permanent jobs and do away with
Ipelegeng piece jobs which are unreliable as they happen
once in a while. If all this failed to be achieved, a good
consolation would be stabilising the situation of water
shortage and electricity, health as well as improving the
pay and working conditions of government employees.
One of the things that i believe will help Batswana
during these trying times is if a big chunk of budget is
used to try and create more permanent jobs for the youth.
We worry that the ESP money is going to finish while
the youth are still roaming in the streets, that is why it
is important to create these jobs which will survive post
the ESP period and support the youth whom some have
the necessary qualifications to do those jobs.

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Clarification. Thank you Mr
Speaker. While still on the issue of piece jobs brought
by ESP I would like to add that there is a programme of
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import substitution which is part of the ESP in which
goods which used to be imported here, are now being
made locally. I will like to ask Honourable Mmolotsi
whether he does not see this as another form of creation
of permanent employment.
MR MMOLOTSI: Yes…
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(MS
VENSON-MOITOI): On a point of procedure. Pardon
me, Honourable Mmolotsi. Mr Speaker, I have realised
that it has become regular that we mix languages and I
really cannot stop it for the young generation, but may I
request Mr Speaker that if we should mix languages, let
us use complete words for purposes of the record. Words
like “graduatile,” “fundilwe,” for recording, those
words are not going to have meaning for the record. Let
us try and use words that are complete. Even if we mix,
let us mix something that will make it easier for those
that are recording. Please Mr Speaker, if we can.

Right now there is a new development in a form of ESP
implementation. So Mr Speaker it is like this programme
has some element of witchcraft because…
MR SPEAKER: No, that is an inappropriate word.
Find another one.
MR MMOLOTSI: Is it inappropriate? Okay. The
reason why I am saying witchcraft is…
MR SPEAKER: Withdraw and find another one.
MR MMOLOTSI: ESP is packed with indecency
which will eventually divide this country. Mr Speaker
you were even part of it. On Friday…

MR SPEAKER: I believe the Honourable Ministers
heard you and will refrain from using words that are
incomplete.

MR SPEAKER: Aah! Aah!

MR MMOLOTSI: Honourable Makgalemele,
expectations are usually very high with these
Government programmes and great things are expected
of them but they never ever materialise. The same thing
will apply to the ESP which I think two years from now
it will be non-existent. We have come far with this,
one example being the Botswana Democratic Party
manifestos of plans to draw water from Zambezi. How
many years have you been saying this same issue?

MR SPEAKER: Do not include me in issues I am
unaware of.

MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MR MATAMBO): Correction. Thank
you Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable. I just wanted
to make a correction. I do not agree with your statement
that ESP will be non-existent in the next two years.
ESP is expected to continue precisely for three years;
2016/2017, 2017/2018 and so forth, so you should
expect it to be there in the next two years. Thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: My argument is based on the fact
that people get angered by questions regarding Vision
2016 and the ‘D’s which a similar issue to this one. Let
us home things will turn out differently with the ESP.
My believe is, as a nation before we decided to go and
get such a large sum of money from wherever we got
it, we should have taken some time to consider whether
our problem is the cash flow or rather, the misuse of
money. ESP has been carried out without the necessary
research to try and understand the issue of funds because
some Ministries are still returning huge amount of
money that they failed to use for necessary projects. The
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expectation of Motswana is that can the government not
conduct a research to find out why projects are not being
implemented? Why is the government returning funds?
Why are there backlog of projects because some have
been budgeted for and funds have been returned yet they
were never implemented.
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MR MMOLOTSI: Okay. Member of Parliament…

MR MMOLOTSI: Member of Parliament for
Gaborone South was one the Members of the Botswana
Democratic Party who went to the office of the Vice
President, Leader of the House…
MR SPEAKER: There is a point of order. Sit down.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I
am not happy with your rulings.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MOSWAANE: If it is on the other side of the aisle a
Member will be instructed to withdraw the word but for
us one will be ordered to leave. Honourable Mmolotsi
said witchcraft, instruct him to withdraw and be stern so
that we can hear you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, I have already
passed that issue. Try to stay calm, I have made a ruling
on that issue it is closed.
I was just calling Honourable Mmolotsi to order so that
he stops including me in issues that I am not aware of.
Honourable Mmolotsi stop including me in issues that
I hear you raising please, you are provoking me. Just
focus on your debate and stop provoking me. I also
ordered you to withdraw the word witchcraft.
MR MMOLOTSI: I have withdrawn it.
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MR SPEAKER: He has withdrawn it but it seems like
I have not heard him.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: Pass that issue.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Moswaane, do not
delay our business.
MR MOSWAANE: I said point of order. Mr Speaker,
the word witchcraft is not directed to the Speaker. It
refers to the Members of the House; you are not the
only affected party here. Quickly order the Honourable
Member to withdraw that word, simple. Satisfy us
Honourable Speaker, we want to be protected; we are
not protected when we are provoked by some Members
who are humoured by you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, the reason
why I usually order you out is that you never choose
your words when talking to me. You speak to me as you
like, that is why I always end up ordering you out but
today I will not do so, I want you to learn procedure
that when the Speaker has made a ruling, it is final. My
ruling is final. Now listen so that we may proceed with
the business.
MR MMOLOTSI: I was still saying that ESP is a huge
concern because rather than it being the programme of
the country it is now the programme of the Botswana
Democratic Party which means that rather than the Vice
President who is the Leader of this House bringing
programmes in a normal way to all Members of
Parliament he only invites the Members of the Botswana
Democratic Party…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Check for
us in the Hansard when exactly did he withdrew that
word because you say he might have withdrawn it. This
is very serious, we know that you are scary; I am also
scared of you. Treat us well.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane, stop
fighting with me. I asked you not to dwell on that issue,
I do not know why you provoke me with issues that I am
scary, am I lion? Do not dwell on that issue Honourable
Moswaane. Let us proceed.
MR MMOLOTSI: Yes, we are concerned because
rather than the Leader of this House circulating the
documents for all Members of Parliament, he invites the
Members of Parliament for the Botswana Democratic
party at his office and give them hand-outs of the projects
so that they can go and prepare themselves. Mr Speaker
that is dividing the country and ruining the democracy

because as the public funds are allocated Members of
the Botswana Democratic Party utilise them in a corrupt
manner.
Right now, I strongly believe that the Vice President was
handing out documents to the Members of the Botswana
Democratic Party which entails all ESP projects so that
they can tender but we do not have that information
since we were not invited. Why were we not given that
information as Members of Parliament representing
other constituencies? Mr Speaker that is not the right
governance. That is why ESP if at some point one might
pay attention to it can be useful but now the way it is
being utilised really frightens us. So are the rumours
true that this thing is going to empower only the selected
few.
Let me explain that there is already a complaint that…
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of order. I thank and
welcome you Madam Speaker. Can the Honourable
Member verify the allegations he is presenting that
people are being given documents? If he can verify,
he should provide evidence that some have been given
documents.
MR MMOLOTSI: No, I can verify. All those who
were invited to the Vice President’s office were given.
They came out carrying them and hiding them and were
embarrassed as if they stole something. They were fully
aware that what they were doing was wrong. Therefore
Honourable Makgalemele stop joking about these
things while you are fully aware that it is not the right
Parliament procedure.
MR MAKGALEMELE: On a point of order. Madam
Speaker, I humbly request Honourable Mmolotsi to
provide evidence that the Members of the Botswana
Democratic Party were given documents he is talking
about. And can he state who? He should provide
evidence otherwise he must withdraw.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, provide evidence.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, if you allege that they took
them and hid them we want to know. I fully agree with
you that is not the right procedure. It is better if we have
evidence that it is indeed true that they had them, what
type of documents?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure.
Hansard No 182
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MADAM SPEAKER: No, this issue is still between
me and Honourable Mmolotsi.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We do have evidence.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Speaker, ask them, they
have them and can make a copy for you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MMOLOTSI: It is a hand-out, it has the projects
per constituency, they are the only ones who were
given, we did not get them. So they can give you a copy
since you are the Madam Speaker. The Members of the
Botswana Democratic Party got them a few days back
and came out looking embarrassed.

MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker you have lost me here. Those statements are
from that side, and that is where you are supposed to
find evidence. You cannot face this side. No, it seems
these days you are afraid of these people. Please ask the
gentleman there to produce evidence with regard to the
statement he uttered, that is the procedure in Parliament.
You cannot face us this side concerning rumours. . We
cannot answer for allegations.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! I would request
that you…

MADAM SPEAKER: No, you said they are not there,
now I was facing you to say, “Is it indeed true they are
not there” because I do not want a situation whereby I
say let us adjourn to go and find them, only to discover
that we have wasted time. So, do we have such papers? I
personally do not know about them. I want to hear from
both sides and I am not afraid of anyone. If you know
that they are there; that is why I was asking the mother
of the House. So if that side you are saying the papers
are there yet not…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)...

MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait. I will allow you to
proceed because Mother of the House can also verify.
I am not getting involved whether it is for the Members
of the Botswana Democratic Party or what. Therefore
if you have copies of documents which were given to
some people produce them. I do not want to rule him out
of order but from here I want to find such a copy.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mmolotsi
whom are you pointing at?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, that is not right.
MR MMOLOTSI: Let me proceed Madam Speaker.

Let me hear Honourable Nkaigwa he has evidence.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker, the proof that we have is that, when we
left Parliament His Honour the Vice President called the
BDP (Domkrag) Members of Parliament and gave them
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) projects, through
this other office. What evidence are you referring to?
That is witchcraft. We are telling the truth when we say it
is witchcraft because these projects do not belong to the
BDP (Domkrag), they belong to the nation. Honourable
Mmolotsi is in order. If you want proof we shall bring it
to you because some of you have given it to us, we shall
bring them.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane please
switch off your microphone if you are not on the floor.
I am looking to see whether there are such papers
Honourable Members. This is an issue we could be
passing through and then proceeding with the debate
by Honourable Mmolotsi. Now if there are such papers,
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, please wait. Is there anyone
on tour side who is certain that that document is there?
Therefore I will adjourn so that you go and look for
them.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay.
MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH): They
are there Madam Speaker; it is only that they were asked
not to show them to us. They did not make copies for
us, they said “Just have a look.” They did that fearfully
and in secrecy. Therefore we are afraid of having them
chased from the party.
MADAM SPEAKER: Nnyaa iketle pele No, please
wait Honourable Mmolotsi. If someone was sharing
information with you in confidence and then you come
and spit it out in public, it calls for you to reveal who
that person is and produce evidence.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, it means you have to reveal
who that person is.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
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MADAM SPEAKER: Now why are you saying
something which you cannot support with evidence?
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. Madam Speaker, thank you very much.
I believe that this House is out of order. My reasoning
is as follows; the procedure is that the onus is on he or
she who alleges. It has never been in any other way.
Honourable Mmolotsi alleges that we have documents
as members of the BDP (Domkrag). . So the onus is on
him to prove. If he cannot prove he must withdraw. That
is just how it is.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I was just requesting that …
(Interruptions)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, no! I am still talking to
Honourable Mmolotsi who came up with that statement.
I tried to assist him to say if that is the case, maybe the
mother of the House could assist in clarifying. Actually
the evidence is supposed to come from the initiator
of the statement. I was trying to help you thinking it
is the case because when you spoke you were very
understandable and sure of what you were saying as if
indeed it was so. Therefore I like it when people lean
towards agreeing, but if there is evidence produce it.
If there is no evidence, withdraw. You said that person
gave you that information in confidence. Now if you
cannot say who it was, at least withdraw.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Speaker actually at the
moment I do not have the evidence with me because
unfortunately I did not think they will deny it. I would
have found a way of making a copy on Friday. Allow
me to continue Madam Speaker, tomorrow I will come
with a copy.
MADAM SPEAKER: That is also allowed. There are
instances when I ask a member to do so, that they should
bring proof the next day in my office. SO you can bring
that evidence to my office.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of order. I am not
against your ruling Madam but I am requesting that in
the meantime he should withdraw because he is making
a very serious allegation through which he is continuing
his debates basing on that document he is talking
about. Otherwise we must adjourn so that he finds that
document.
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait, order! I am standing. I
was saying it happens that a Member can bring proof the

next day, and then I would bring it here and show it you
if it is there. What I can only request is that since it is an
issue without evidence he should not continue talking
about it. Maybe you should proceed to your next point,
not this one. You should know that we said tomorrow
you are going to photocopy and bring so that I show
them. Thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Yes, I will do that Madam Speaker.
I will also give the media some copies too.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, we are not working with
the media; I do not know why you will be giving them
a copy. Oh! So when you are here you debate for the
media? Where do the media come in in this House? No,
that is not how things are done, and I know that you
know.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(MS
VENSON-MOITOI): On a point of procedure. No, it is
just that you had asked me a question I did not respond
to Madam Speaker. I do not know whether it is on the
record because you had asked me if I had a copy.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MS VENSON-MOITOI: No, I will answer for myself.
MADAM SPEAKER: Actually I had asked if you
knew anything about it.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: No, Madam let me put it on
record that I do not even have an idea what he is talking
about.
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you Madam.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker …(interruptions)…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. I just wanted
to say in that mess, Honourable Nkaigwa earlier said
this thing of issuing documents is witchcraft practiced
by the BDP (Domkrag). Therefore Madam Speaker I
was saying he should withdraw because someone is not
supposed to take chances on us knowing that somehow
he will be protected one way or the other.
MADAM SPEAKER: Did he say witchcraft? I did
not hear him. Is witchcraft allowed?, it is said that it
was condemned and it was agreed that it should be
withdrawn. I do not know who it was at that time. So
we cannot come here and talk about witchcraft while
we know what our Act says about the subject. So
Honourable Nkaigwa, withdraw witchcraft.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. I wonder
why Honourable Moswaane is always on my neck.
Hansard No 182
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MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa!
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, Honourable
Moswaane has just arrived from Tlokweng and he wants
me to withdraw words that he did not hear me say.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa! Stop
playing, we are serious here. I also heard you when I
came in, so please withdraw.
MR NKAIGWA: I withdraw Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: No Honourable Moswaane, we
are serious.
MR MOSWAANE: I am being insulted and you say I
am not…
MADAM SPEAKER: What?
MR MOSWAANE: I said on a point of order. Madam
Speaker, I am a very serious man. Madam Speaker,
since some days back, Honourable Nkaigwa always
talks about me coming from Tlokweng. I want him to
provide evidence that indeed I come from Tlokweng
and say what I want there. I really do not know what
he is all talking about because he is claiming to be a
pastor but he is becoming a liar every day. That is not
right Honourable Nkaigwa, so behave or else you will
become a witch and not a pastor.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you Madam Speaker.
This is likely what happens when government is not
administered properly. We are at a point whereby some
of our colleagues across the aisle suspect that through
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), Ministers
have agreed to allocate one another projects for them to
be able to stand in the 2019 General Elections. Madam
Speaker, this is not the right governance and that is why
we believe that we should always follow the National
Development Plans (NDPs) when projects are carried
out.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of order. Madam
Speaker, you do not understand Honourable Mmolotsi
well, he is making allegations that are tantamount to
allegations of corruption. If some members this side
are suspicious that some Ministers are going to allocate
one another projects, that is a serious allegation Madam
Speaker and he must substantiate that, he must give
evidence or otherwise he must withdraw.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmuring)…
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MR MAKGALEMELE: That is a serious allegation
because Ministers have been given the responsibility to
run their Ministries, so are you now saying they allocate
one another projects?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, let us
say things which we can fully account for and advance
reasons thereto. Do you have evidence of what you are
saying? We cannot be here talking about suspicions.
MR MMOLOTSI: That is what I was saying Madam
Speaker that there are those allegations. Madam
Speaker, I believe that they are in order because we are
trying to highlight that confidence in Ministers has been
eroded because of the ESP and the way it is expected to
allocate tenders.
Backlog Eradication
This is been the norm from way back, but every
Motswana knows that there are National Development
Plans through which the Government operates. The
expectation was for su to talk about backlog eradication
and not the ESP which is currently in control of the
Cabinet.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of procedure.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Can you not hear me?
MR TSOGWANE: On a point of procedure. I could not
be standing on a point of procedure Madam Speaker.
There points of order that are being called but nothing
is being done about that. Someone has just called order,
order, several times. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: That is because every time
Honourable Moswaane calls a point of order so we
never know what Moswaane wants. Let us hear you
Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, you want to lead
me into temptation. I have a right in this House to raise
a point of order. It is not the first time you are ignoring
me. Last week you did it and I kept quiet. Right now I
called for a point of order twice, and you ignored me
because I am talking about the people you like. It is not
right.
Honourable Makgalemele raised a point of order, you
did not make a ruling whether is it true or false? The
Honourable Member is saying Ministers allocate one
another projects in their offices. We are saying is that
true? You must make a ruling whether it happens or not.
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He is not supposed to say it is allegations and continue
to say unfounded things.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! I told him that we cannot
speculate because it is not allowed in this House.
MR MOSWAANE: He should withdraw.
MADAM SPEAKER: We cannot allow that in the
House, Honourable Moswaane, debate the speech.
MR MMOLOTSI: Yes Madam Speaker. I hope
that my debate on the ESP was clear. When I bring
evidence tomorrow, we will look into it and assess if
there was equity in allocating ESP projects across the
constituencies.
We will talk at length tomorrow looking at the paper.
Let me get to military spending.
Military Spending
We are worried because Honourable Matambo indicates
in the Budget that he is going to spend a little over
P4 billion to buy jets and other equipment. We must
indicate that we do not agree with spending so much
money the way the Minister intends. We do not know of
any impending war unless the BDP government makes
us aware of any or the one they intend starting. If we are
not going to any war at the moment, we do not need to
spend P4 billion on weapons while people do not have
money, do not have jobs, do not have electricity and
people are living in poverty.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Speaker, we are worried
about this as the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC). We believe that these funds could be used on
something else to ensure that things are back to normal.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MMOLOTSI: We were thinking that maybe you
could think of buying the uniforms for soldiers because
their uniforms are torn and of low quality.
We also thought these funds could be used to improve
the conditions of service of soldiers. These funds could
also be used to improve the salaries of the police officers
as well as prison officers than being allocated to buy
jets which in Botswana may only land in three airports
being Thebephatshwa, Gaborone and Francistown.
These things are worrisome Madam Speaker and I want
to convince myself that it is not true that you will be
buying second hand aircrafts and military equipment
and bring them to Botswana. If that is true, I bet part of

this money is going to be used to buy those second hand
equipments. We will have to know why we should buy
second hands and not new ones. We know that in the
last Parliament there was a conflict as whether to buy
second hand from Israel or new airplanes from France.
The conflict produced no results, and if the second hand
equipment will be bought, you should know that we are
aware that they are bought from Israel because the status
of those agents representing Israelites there is well
known in Botswana. That information will be revealed,
we will publicise it here, go and buy them you will see.
MR MARKUS: Point of order. Honourable Member,
the issues you are articulating are quite heavy, are you
saying all these funds are for buying weapons only? I
was saying he should confirm if it is indeed true that the
funds allocated to the Ministry of Defence, Justice and
Security, will be used to purchase weapons and nothing
else. If that is not the case, he is misleading this House
by uttering false statements, he should withdraw those
words.
MADAM SPEAKER: Maybe it is clarification. Are
you saying only weapons will be purchased? Explain
what you are saying.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Speaker I cannot be forced
to rouse him from his slumber.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, do not provoke him.
MR MMOLOTSI: The problem is he wants to use me
to sharpen his speaking skills Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Address him respectfully.
MR MMOLOTSI: I withdraw those words Madam
Speaker so that I may proceed.
MR MARKUS: Point of order. Although I am still
sharpening my speaking skill which is important, this
man is misleading this House. He is only talking about
weapons and not about the other things which will
be done for this ministry, what I want therefore from
him is to show that indeed all the funds will be used to
purchase weaponry. If that is not true, he should just say
he was including others also, he should withdraw this
one of weapons and second hand.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, he is saying he is not
referring to weapons only. He is only addressing a small
part which talks about weapons, he says he is aware that
some funds are used for some other things.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you Madam Speaker. This
P4 billion could be shared among other ministries
which are in need; like the Ministry of Youth, Sport
and Culture which requires assistance to help the youth.
Hansard No 182
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Maybe Honourable Olopeng at some point, although I
am speaking for him that his ministry requires financial
boost, he should explain if the festival he was a deejay
at over the festive season at Tonota, was it paid for by
his sponsors or his ministry financed him. I believe that
at the right time deejay will explain…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmolotsi,
who is the deejay in this House?
MINISTER OF YOUTH SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker, I think my colleague is totally out of order
because I do not know where the Tonota festival
features in the Budget. My request is for him to focus on
the subject matter and not be out of order. Advise him
accordingly Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: The problem is that he calls you
Deejay…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Interruptions)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait I am still speaking. The
problem is that he calls you deejay, does that mean
you agree with that one because in the other one he is
referring to funds in general.
MR OLOPENG: I refuse it Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: You do well to refuse it. I was
saying in the other one, he was referring to funds in
general and I do not see how we can withdraw that one.
MR MMOLOTSI: I was saying this because we are
debating Budget and Batswana are concerned about the
use of funds. That is why I was saying maybe at the right
time Honourable Olopeng could explain to Batswana
whether he got the financing of the festival from
government or elsewhere. If the funds came elsewhere
maybe we will get an explanation about the repeat on
television on the airtime of Youth, Sport and Culture
and that it was also advertised on television that those
with questions or comments about the festival could
contact the ministry. We were watching these things and
we believe that when the Minister gets an opportunity to
comment, he will clarify them. Let me move on.
PARASTATALS
Let me mention that I do not know if the restructuring
of Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) as explained
by the Minister will help us, we are not sure whether
the Minister has done research to find out what the
major challenges of BMC are. Is it because BMC is
overstaffed? Is there mismanagement of resources? Are
they offered counselling services because the ones who
approached me confided in me that they heard they are
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dismissed but there is no one who has ever sat down
with them for a proper counselling session?
Minister we are still concerned about Water Utilities
Corporation, connection fees of Water Utilities continue
to escalate. Batswana need to connect water in their
homes and we are not making things easier for them as
the government.I remember that last year we managed
to connect water for one destitute at P1.500.00, this year
we connected water for another at P2.400.00. I believe
that these things make it difficult for Batswana to access
the basic amenities. Motswana is deprived of water, in
other countries they do not have the connection fee, they
know that they will get money when a person pays those
bills. I do not know what is making it difficult to assist the
people in the same manner. The money for connection
will be recovered from the water bill. Madam Speaker,
our hope was that these are the things that could please
Batswana if they were included in the Budget and they
are told, ‘we are going to stop the connection fee and it
means that Batswana will have water connected in their
homes and they will only have to pay the bill,’ it could
be a great help.
PUBLIC SERVICE SALARIES
Madam Speaker, this time around I believe that Minister
Matambo is genuine when he says talks are underway
and therefore he does not want to comment on the
public workers’ salaries. I hope it is so, it should not be a
case where a decision has already been made that public
workers will not have an increment. It has been several
years since the public workers had salaries increment.
Right now the government is always blaming the public
workers that they are not doing a good job and they do
not spring into action all because they are de-motivated.
They are de-motivated by the very same government
which has employed them. That is why we believe that
we should increase public workers’ salaries, improve
their conditions of service so that when we accuse them
of not working we know that we have done everything
possible to improve their salaries and their conditions
of service. Right now we have no moral authority or
whatsoever to stand and say the public workers are
not working, the public workers are suffering in such
a painful way. This is why I was suggesting that this
should be considered, we should not only look at their
salaries.
The other thing Madam Speaker is that this was a silent
budget, even the Minister the way he was presenting it
was quite different, he was not the usual Honourable
Matambo whom you will find turbocharged when
presenting the budget. It is because it has nothing that
we can be proud of.
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Minister our request is that as the Budget is out we
should try by all means to visit our Ministries. If all the
government ministries had requested for some funds
they should make sure that they utilise it. There should
be evaluation and monitoring. Let us make sure that all
the projects that were supposed to be done are done and
they are monitored to see if they are of a certain standard
because we need to get value for our money.
Honourable Moitoi do you remember that in the past
your ministry once returned P4 million because they had
not done some projects that they were supposed to do.
They ended up causing backlog eventhough they were
given the money. So this time around let us monitor the
budget so that next time when we talk about ESP, there
would be no money left so we will have to draw from
the reserves.
As of now Batswana are not convinced that there is no
money and they are not convinced that there is need to
go and source money from the foreign reserves. In fact
Batswana believe that the Honourable Members are
broke so they want to make sure that they get something
before they retire.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): Maybe the
Honourable Member should explain how that money is
going to end up in the elder’s pockets.
MR MMOLOTSI: It is difficult for me to say
because normally they are better placed to explain.
They sometimes front using deceiving names for their
companies whereas they know the companies are theirs.
They end up benefiting from the money. The voters in
Francistown South are pleading that if this budget…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order Madam Speaker. Thank you very much
Madam Speaker. I am worried; in fact I suspect that
we are out of order. I know that Honorable Mmolotsi
deliberately did not mention names but it does not take
a rocket scientist to deduce that when he said “the elders
are broke and they are leaving” he was referring to whom
specifically. And therefore I think it is inappropriate for
him to say so, he must withdraw that statement.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please repeat. You are saying he
said what?
MS MAKGATO: Honourable Mmolotsi is saying
Batswana do not trust that there is no money hence
the implementation of the ESP. They however believe
that the elders are broke therefore they are preparing
themselves using ESP. This is why Honourable Nonofo
wanted a clarification on how the money is going to
end up in these retiring elder’s pockets. Now what I

am saying is the context of what he is saying within the
confines of this House we know whom he is referring to.
He must just come out and say it out or withdraw.
MADAM SPEAKER: I missed that Honourable
Makgato. I am thankful that you told me. It is wrong
if that is what he said. When you say “the elders are
retiring and they are using ESP to benefit themselves”
obviously we know whom he is referring to.
MR MMOLOTSI: Whom am I referring to?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you are the one who knows.
Order! Order! I agree with the person who is saying you
are out of order. Tell us the person that you are talking
about.
MR MMOLOTSI: The elders are going in 2019. Most
elders will be going in 2019…
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): On a point of order Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, this gratuitous serving of
language that suggests an abundance of corruption
across all leaders is not fair. If people suspect that there
are those who are corrupt or if they know them they
should deal with them directly and not just pass it on and
paint everybody. Some of us are retiring and are retiring
with very clean hands and very clean consciences. I hate
and I detest to be in the group that gets labelled like this.
To have to sit here and listen to this gratuitous handing
out of words that do not include me is not nice. And
for Honourable Mmolotsi to get away with this, time
and time and time again, I do not care who he means,
but Madam Speaker we cannot allow this House to be
used like this. We have Directorate on Corruption and
Economic Crime (DCEC) out there. If anybody knows
anybody they should go out there and report those
people, and stop coming here to insult us.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Those people are
toothless.
DR VENSON – MOITOI: No, what you are doing is
wrong.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes it is wrong. That is imputing
improver motives on others. Honourable Mmolotsi
withdraw where you said people are using ESP to
prepare themselves. You even said they are doing so
because they are retiring in 2019, unless if you have
evidence.
MR MMOLOTSI: I never said they are retiring. I
said the elders will be going, he might go because he is
retiring or because he lost or because of other different
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reasons. So if I am saying the elders, whom am I
referring to?
MADAM SPEAKER: No Honourable Mmolotsi, just
withdraw.
MR MMOLOTSI: No Madam Speaker just tell me
because I am referring to the elders that we are preparing
for ourselves.
MADAM
withdraw.

SPEAKER:

Honourable

Mmolotsi,

MR MMOLOTSI: I can just withdraw but they heard
me and that is what I meant.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: I will send you out if you are
going to say that.
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, I withdraw that.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honestly. No, I did not hear you
when you said you are withdrawing.
MR MMOLOTSI: I withdraw Madam Speaker. With
those words…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MMOLOTSI: With those words Madam
Speaker…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Is it not that I am concluding?
MS MAKGATO: On a point of order Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, thank you very much. I feel very
strongly about this point and I know that you have
ruled and Honourable Mmolotsi is not taking this mater
seriously. He is withdrawing and said “with those
words”, he is continuing. So he must just withdraw
cleanly and say he withdraws without anything attached.
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order! I
have made a ruling he has withdrawn, he is just ruining
it by finishing it off with…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi I know
you very well and I know exactly what you mean when
you finish off by saying with those words. So please,
you have withdrawn, just conclude your debate and sit
down, and avoid going back to the issue that you have
withdrawn.
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MR MMOLOTSI: I was just saying, with those few
words Madam Speaker, I would like to make Honourable
Minister aware that, I am not pleased with this budget
speech and I hope next time he will come up with
something much better. My request is that we should
not get accustomed to the idea of going to draw down
our reserves whenever there is a minor problem, because
we are of the idea that even our future generation should
find something in the reserves, so if we use them up then
it means that our future generation will find nothing that
will sustain them. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KWEREPE (NGAMI): Madam Speaker, thank
you for giving me the opportunity to talk about issues in
my constituency. I am representing Ngami constituents,
which I must explain that, it is the constituency between
Maun West, Ghanzi and Okavango. Most of the time
when there are talks of developments in the Ngamiland
area, areas that are covered are usually Okavango,
Maun East, Maun West and Ngami is in between all
these areas. I brought the concerns of my constituents,
Madam Speaker there is serious drought in Ngami and
the residents have lost most of their livestock. They
have sent me here to plead on their behalf. Sometime
back they acquired loans from National Development
Bank (NDB) and they have been paying back this debt
by selling their cattle which are now dead, so they are
unable to pay back the loan. Their plea is clear Madam
Speaker, they want government to cancel their loans
from NDB as they are unable to pay them, I do agree
with them that our compassionate government should
consider their plea and see if she cannot cancel their
debts, as they are unable to pay.
The second request Madam Speaker is that, those
who still have few livestock left are pleading with the
government to get boreholes for them as there is no water.
Some have been given livestock through the Ipelegeng
programmes but they have nowhere to provide water
for their livestock. So, they want government to provide
them with boreholes so that they can be able to provide
for their livestock which is their source of life.
They have request water from those who have boreholes,
but there is a Setswana saying that, lerotse la makopo ga
le na kgodu
HONOURABLE MEMBER: makotjwa!
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Mother of the House, you
were once a Setswana teacher. If the government can
assess and at least drill boreholes for them.
Another plea, Madam Speaker is with regards to the
buffalo fence which the veterinary department is
failing to maintain, which results in the cattle entering
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the buffalo fence. Once they enter the buffalo fence,
it becomes a problem as the veterinary officers shoot
them. I believe the Parliament Veterinary committee is
aware that indeed this fence is down but the cattle is still
getting killed. After being killed the constituents are
given P400 as compensation which they also request
the government to consider increasing as it is a very
minimal amount that cannot sustain them when their
cattle have been killed. This is another plea Madam
Speaker which I believe the government will consider.
The other request is the BMC prices, they request that
the prices for selling cattle at the Maun BMC should
be reviewed; they should match prices for the BMCs in
Francistown and Lobatse.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! You are now
raising one plea after another and I thought you will
focus more on the budget because Standing Order 86.2
states that ‘the debate when resumed shall be confined
to that financial and economic state of Botswana and
the general principles of the government policy and
administration as indicated by the Bill’. You can continue
but keep in mind that you will have an opportunity to
address those issues during the Committee of Supply.
MR KWEREPE: I agree Madam Speaker, I just
wanted to pass on this plea because you never know
what the future holds, I might not be available during
the committee of supply. These are very serious issues
of concern in my constituency but I do however
acknowledge your advice. Madam Speaker we have
seen the budget and we agree with it, let me thank the
Minister of Finance for the budget speech, it is not
easy to draw up a budget on limited funds, but still
we have to submit the requests and raise concerns of
our constituencies. It is painful that our sources of
revenue like mines are not generating any revenue as
anticipated. The beef market does not bring in revenue
which results in the Ministries which are supposed to
get a larger share of the budget being allocated less
funds. Madam Speaker regardless of all this, I wish
that the funds allocated to the Ministry of Health can be
increased the reason being, the mandate of this ministry
is primary health care, to upgrade the clinics in order
to reduce congestion at the hospitals. I have a list of
clinics I wish could be assisted if the Ministry of Health
can be allocated enough funds. It was long proposed
that the Sehithwa clinic will be assisted in 2003 up to
now the residents are waiting in anticipation for that.
Perhaps in this ESP it could be one of the clinics that
will be upgraded to a standard that will impress the
constituents. There is no area that still seeks services
from far away villages like that one, therefore in light of
this they should not be forgotten.

Madam Speaker, ESP should focus on our daily
livelihood, areas such as Botlhatlogo and Bodibeng
make a living out of stones. There are stones which can
be sourced from there, residents can sell them to road
contractors so that they can pay the bills. That is the
aim of ESP if it intends to carry out projects in villages
which my constituents can make a living out of rather
than going to buy the stones elsewhere whereas they are
there and starving.
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should be
serious and offer assistance at the villages. We are
starving yet we have means which we can make a
living out of. Lake Ngami has fish; we are unable to
make a living out of fish because EIA has not yet been
conducted. These are some of the challenges which
are at my constituency and cannot be overlooked. We
should inform the Ministries which have been allocated
funds to come and assist so that we can also make a
living. Even if you go to tourism, the story is the same,
IEA has not yet been conducted, job opportunities
which could be absorbing Batswana are at a standstill,
Batswana are unable to make a living. These are some
of the challenges which the government should address
now.
I would like to conclude mainly on the evaluation
and supervision of projects. You will find that most
projects which we are funding, the contractor is not at
the site, the employees are working unsupervised. This
results in projects not be completed on time and this
will create cost overruns; they come back to request
for supplementaries. There are many examples I can
give like the time when road of Qangwa and Xaxa was
constructed, the contractor was absent, he was staying
in Gaborone. This is bad because the project is not
completed on time, we are going to go back and request
for supplementary budget from the government.
I would like to relate it to the Ministries which are
allocated funds, when a Ministry is allocated funds we
believe that their request is per their drafted budget.
There is no point for the Ministry to request for funds
and the same Ministry will return the funds without
implementing the project. That disadvantages people
and is a huge burden. We have no idea as to how
they draw up their budget, these things are not right;
returning funds meant to implement projects is denying
people their rights. If funds have been allocated then let
it be utilised.
Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) has this tendency
of requesting for supplementaries. I do not understand
exactly why BMC is running at a loss because there are
cattle, in fact their numbers surpasses the population. If
BMC could say that it made a loss because the product
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is low then I would understand but the cattle numbers
are estimated at 3 million. I would like to request the
Ministry of Agriculture to explain to us why BMC is
running at a loss because we cannot say it is due to Foot
and Mouth. Foot and Mouth does not deter cattle from
being sold, BMC is still slaughtering cattle, this thing
does not please us as cattle farmers.
Lastly I would like to say out of all the cattle which
died at Ngamiland, the environment is unhealthy , there
is a foul smell, cattle have died in large numbers. Can
the responsible Ministry assist us, I am not sure whether
it is the Ministry of Environment or Veterinary. It is
overcrowded; Lake Ngami and roads are full of dead
cattle, skeletons. Therefore the responsible Ministry
which will be allocated funds should go and assist us
and get rid of that foul smell in the area.
Madam Speaker, I did not want be long, I conclude
my debate.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(MS
VENSON-MOITOI): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Let me start by applauding the Minister of Finance
Development and Planning and indicate to him how
much we appreciate the job that he is doing. Making a
budget is not an easy task more especially if funds are
limited and there a many projects.
Let me also tell him that, I know that in his job he
is also considering our interests as Members of
Parliament, everyone here has high expectations for
their constituency, we have made promises to our
constituents. Besides that, as a nation we are hoping to
see how our country can develop in terms of youth
employment, education, good health care in other
words, the dual purpose for planning for social services
as well as national development planning and planning
for the economy. It is not an easy task, especially when
the funds are limited because on the one hand, people
have to live, eat, get good health care, water, education,
electricity and on the other hand, we want employment
opportunities and so on. Honourable Matambo we are
aware that your task is a difficult one.
Be that as it may, let me remind others that we as
the BDP (Domkrag) government, when we assumed
government we stated our strategies of how we were
going to generate revenue.
We mentioned that we will get tax from employees
earning a certain amount, and how we would get that
tax. We are would get tax from companies and we stated
how we would do that and how much tax it would be.
We said we shall get revenue from our minerals and our
natural resources, and after that, we shall distribute the
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according to the needs in our country; that is to say redistribution of the economy in our country.
When we get a diamond from Honourable Lelatisitswe’s
constituency, we are not just going to leave it there,
we will know that that diamond is the only one in
Letlhakane, and it will pay for school fees for a child in
Hukuntsi because in Hukuntsi there is no diamond. The
diamond is the only source of revenue that we have
which can pay for school, build a clinic and ensure there
is a road. That was our mandate as the BDP (Domkrag)
government.
From there we said some of our natural resources will
be tourism; the tourism which we find in Ngamiland.
When the tourists visit this country, we charge them tax
through foreign exchange, paying for this and that, the
monies go into the government coffers. All the profits
go into the Consolidated Fund. This consolidated Fund
is going to build a clinic in Bobonong where there is no
elephant; it is going to build a clinic in Werda where
there is no giraffe, where there is no tourism. That is
how we run things as the BDP (Domkrag) government.
Last time when I was listening to the Leader of
Opposition stating how they were going to govern, I did
not hear this aspect stated in his eloquent speech on how
they were going to do things. He did not indicate how
they we going generate revenue. I believe that when
they have time they will tell us their strategy on how
they are going to generate revenue and how it will be
distributed. I believe all politicians have plans with
regards to how they want to govern. That is how we do
things in the BDP (Domkrag).
Sometimes people look undermine us and want us to
be in conflict with others saying, “The diamonds come
from Orapa but people there live in darkness.” Yes, that
is true because we would have sourced the diamond
from Orapa and taken it to Goodhope to build a school
there. The Orapa people would have missed their portion
because we would have talked to them, and agreed as a
nation. We are afraid if we reserved it for the people of
Orapa alone it would have adversely affected the nation
in a way. That is how we have crafted it Honourable
Members.
We managed to take every Motswana child to England
regardless of the part of this country they were born
in. We distribute the resources of this country equally
without asking a child where their mother comes from.
That is how we govern as the BDP (Domkrag). I almost
said “A e jeke Domkrag!” You will pardon me, yes I
said it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Davids then…
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MS VENSON-MOITOI: Davids almost faced this
side. When those who belong to this party are happy
they say, “A e jeke.” Now the other thing that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS VENSON-MOITOI: No, you are imputing
improper motive on the Speaker. Speaker does not know
those things, you are not well mannered. After passing
that one, we have to try to…
MR MOREMI: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Moitoi. I hear you
stressing the point that you have agreed on that manner of
economic distribution. That is not the BDP (Domkrag),
that is what the Constitution of this country says. She
is stressing the point that you on that side agreed alone
as to how you were going to distribute the resources and
how revenue from the minerals is going to be utilised,
but this is clearly stated in the constitution. It was not
initiated by the party it is there in the constitution.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Yes sir, that is a good advice
Honourable.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Elucidation. I am adding onto
what he is saying that in the constitution, the reason for
having elections is for those with a large number to
govern. That is why the Minister here is saying we as
the BDP did this. This constitution does not administer
itself, there are people who do that. That is why when
people are angry they say, “Do you see what BDP is
doing,” we have bought using the funds stated in the
constitution. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: That is a good reminder
Honourable Moremi. When things do not go accordingly
people would say “the BDP has done this and that.” Yes
sir, when things started, when there was a meeting in
1961 the leaders who were there agreed. The first people
who ran with the ideas which were agreed upon were the
BDP (Domkrag). If the BDP was unreasonable we could
have gone against that agreement. Afterwards, even in
the BDP party Policies we adhered to that procedure.
We saw that the BDP party Manifesto should lean on the
Setswana culture and consultation. We realised that our
laws and the way we do things as the BDP would bring
order among Batswana.
MR DAVIDS: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I am asking whether there is a
party called Domkrag? Thank you.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Yes, there is a party called
Domkrag (BDP), and you were once a member of that

party, you referred to it by that name but eventually
left it, Yes, I know that when they say “tomo” they are
referring to a fool. Yes, after carrying people they refer
to you as a fool. So you will just continue to carry them,
even those who insult you and become a fool. They
pinch your back, and you become a real “tomo” (fool)
but you just carry them because you have sworn that
you will carry everything.
Now I am coming to my second point since I can see
that time is not on my side . We used to be rebuked
for exporting our diamonds to other countries to be
processed; they should rather be processed here. It took
us some years, I am not disputing that, diamonds being
processed outside the country as our economy was still
limping, we could not bring them here because we had
no expertise. Now we have brought them back home
Honourable Members. We are selling them from home,
but the challenges have started. The sales have gone
down when we sell from here.
Honourable Matambo can also confirm that. Being a
colony is not nice because people whom these diamonds
have been sold from have been making a living out
of these diamonds. You should listen to me attentively
those of you who claim that government is ‘khurutshe’.
Their children have been making a living out of them.
For us to have taken them here has not pleased them so
they are going to try by all means to ensure that our
diamond market goes down . You should stop the watch.
DR MMATLI: On a point of order. No, Madam Speaker,
Honourable Minister is saying we are ‘bakhurutshe’ and
I do not know if that is right. She should at least tell
us what that means so that, we may know whether she
means well or not so that we may seek protection from
you about ‘khurutshe’.
MADAM SPEAKER: That is not a point of order, you
could have asked for clarification on what khurutshe
means, Explain Honourable Member, is it an insult?
MS VENSON-MOITOI: That is not an insult. It
is a game. Honourable Member, do you only know
borankana (a type of traditional dance)? How can I
explain it, or maybe I should say morabaraba.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS VENSON-MOITOI: I am not referring to you.
What is wrong with you?
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. When you uttered the word ‘khurutshe’,
you said, ‘those who claim...’ I believe that when you
tell an elderly person that he/she is claims, there is an
element of disrespect. I would like you to withdraw the
words, ‘those who claim.’
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MADAM SPEAKER: The question is, who was she
referring to? Maybe she is talking about people outside.
So, how do we know that she was talking about you? I
did not hear her say those across the aisle.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, even those outside want
government. There are other people who want to rule.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Sedirwa, you mean...
(Laughter) ... if I go to the post office to register for
Old age pension and not find these children, they will
know me.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: I am sorry. I withdraw.
I withdraw all of that. I withdraw … (Laughter!)… I
withdraw.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS VENSON-MOITOI: I withdraw that honourable
children. …(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, no.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Honourable Member. Let me
start afresh and get serious. I miss you. You are wasting
my time.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS VENSON- MOITOI: Look, this is a very serious
point. Honourable members, let us get back to work. Let
me tell you, diamonds are not selling. Some of us are
beginning...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MS VENSON -MOITOI: Time is running out
Honourable Members. Please make sure it is very quick.
MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Mother of the House, you are debating
well like I know you. You are talking about diamonds
and you are highlighting that at some point, you made
a decision to bring them so that they create jobs for us
here. Can you enlighten us as to whether it is true that
only 30 per cent of these diamonds are cut and polished
in Botswana while 70 per cent we do not know?
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Honourable Member, I do
not know those percentages.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS VENSON -MOITOI: Wait. I cannot answer that
one, you will ask Honourable Mokaila. What I am
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driving at is that, the reason why our diamonds are not
selling is because De Beers is selling fake diamonds
called cubic zirconium. Those of you who have done
economics will ask themselves why De Beers is doing
that. They wanted to divert the market. They wanted to
affect our market and maybe make us give up on the
effort we made to sell diamonds locally. There was a
conference, by the way who is acting for Honourable
Mokaila, anyway Honourable Molale is here. There was
a conference in Namibia last month and one of the things
that came up was that, the beneficiation of diamonds in
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
region is not profitable because they feel that SADC
governments are only into helping their children and
no longer in diamond businesses whereas to them they
want diamonds as a business. Do you get the issue?
These are the things that we should look at. They are
not doing that because it is the BDP government. I want
you to understand these things clearly. You feel that they
are our friends. No! They are doing this because this is
serious business. Whether it is the BDP or the Umbrella
for Democratic Change or whoever, when it comes
to money they have no friends. They want diamonds
beneficiation to fail so that diamonds can go back to
them regardless of where they are mined because raw
materials in Africa... when I started I talked about
colonialism. Maybe colonialism should not end. I will
end there on that one, you are politicians and you hear
me. So...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Time. Wait.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: One minute.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Let me get onto others.
I want us to seriously look into this matter. The likes
of Honourable Butale who always say they research,
research, research and be patriotic.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification Mother.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MS VENSON-MOITOI: … (Laughter)…You are
calling mother, but when I called you honourable
child, you ridiculed me. There is the other issue that
I want us to look into; we have started things as the
BDP government and should it happen that you get
into government, in the unlikely event, yes you will
continue from where we stopped and finish some of the
BDP projects. Yes because it is inevitable and you will
find Information Technology amongst them, Education
and Training Strategic Sector Plan (ETSSP) and
beneficiation that I have been talking about. I want to
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say do not bring them as if they are new. Let me give you
a historical background; 2003 when I was the Minister
of Communications, I launched Kitsong Centres, after
making broad band background. Botswana was the
only country with a fibre optic background capable of
providing Wi-Fi hotspots anywhere in this country. This
is not new. The hotspots failed to get off ground due to
financial constraints. So, whoever has funds can spread
those hotspots everywhere, there is no magic about
it. Are you listening? We have that backbone in the
country, it is underground. I know. So, there is nothing
new Honourable Members. Everyone with funds will
connect to fibre optic and create those.
Education; pre-school; that decision has been taken
it does not require another scientist because a lot of
students who are failing is because they just went
straight to primary school. They only came to their
senses in Form 5. We have agreed that children should
start school from pre-school. They should write and
repeat standard four and seven. However, these pupils
cannot write and repeat standard seven and four if there
are no classes and teachers. That is why the budget for
education should be this way. Even up to now it is not
enough.
Whoever says the budget of education will be increased,
is saying what we have been saying. This is why the
budget for education is high, when I was in Education,
the maintenance budget always stood at P15 000 000 per
annum. Right now it is over a billion. Even that billion
is nothing; it is not enough. Now the only way we are
ever going to get it right, is to close all other ministries
and give their funds to Education to build the classes we
need, laboratories and employ more teachers…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
Elucidation. Thank you Honourable colleague. I have
been listening to you. Honourable Venson-Moitoi, it
seems everything that you are saying was also said by
Honourable Leader of the Opposition in his speech as
new initiatives. I heard you explaining to this House
however that, there is nothing new, these things have
always been there, or maybe I did not understand you
perfectly well.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: That is exactly what I am
trying to explain that, it is all taken care of. Thereafter,
students graduate and find themselves jobless. Then we
say let us change the curriculum so that students may
not graduate and be unemployed. In today’s education,
when the students finish Junior Certificate (JC), we
have what is called dual pathway. Dual pathway will
help students to train for vocational skills, some could
go and train in arts and others academics. That is our
arrangement so that students can continue and we should
not have any drop out at JC level. These things require

finances, they will be implemented Madam Speaker. I
am not telling tales. Now…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Murmurs…
MS VENSON-MOITOI: No, that is why I am saying
it should not be discussed as if we are telling tales. The
plan is available, it is not vision anybody. It has been
approved at the Cabinet last year, it should start now.
Pre-schools have already started. Dual pathway has
started because brigades are now under the Ministry.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is too late.
MS VENSON-MOITOI: Of course, it is forty years
late but it is happening. Afterwards beneficiation; we
have started with diamonds. The intention is not to focus
on diamonds or coal only. I am no longer responsible to
attend to you at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs when
you lose your passports. No! Nowadays when I travel
to other countries, I speak to people in Turkey, Ethiopia
to come and help us do something about cow hides at
Lobatse and Francistown.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: You have just started?
MS VENSON - MOITOI: Yes, I have just started,
there is nothing wrong with that, it is never late.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Resign.
MS VENSON - MOITOI: It is never late. Are you
saying I should resign? No ways! That will not happen.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Laughter…
MS VENSON - MOITOI: By 2019 the first bag will be
produced from the factory.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: 2019?
MS VENSON - MOITOI: Of course, there is nothing
wrong, if it can be in 2019 it will go off the line before
your bag comes off the line. Military boots will be made
off the line before your boots come off the line, it would
have happened. I want to make it clear that it does not
mean that when you say you are going to do something,
it means it is something we are not already doing.
We were still fighting polio, eradicating malaria,
eradicating diseases that would have wiped you out
and you could not even have gone to school. That is the
budget. The issue is where did the funds go, why did we
not use the funds for leather processing? We could not
use the funds for leather processing because we were
still immunising you against smallpox and measles. The
funds went into that, this is the reason why you look this
healthy. Now here you are, all healthy and beautiful. I
have finished Madam Speaker.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Madam
Speaker, I thank you for your indulgence. May I …
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure. I wanted
to confirm something Madam Speaker that, if I am
concluding and I say something and then someone
raises a point of order, is it over?
MADAM SPEAKER: She had already taken her seat.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, let me take this
opportunity to make some contributions on the Budget
as presented by the Honourable Minister of Finance and
Development Planning Honourable Matambo, quite an
eloquent well balanced Budget which has got a little
something for all sectors. Understanding the economic
difficulties we are currently faced with. But we have as
a matter of fact, year in and year out managed to curve
out a budget which is a blue print of what we want to
do and achieve as a government within a given financial
year and this is a programme led by the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP), that must be emphasized.
This is a blue print of how we are going to expand the
resources of this country for the 2016/2017 financial
year. Of course we would have liked to have more,
but the economic situation does not allow for more.
For now we will make do with what we have in our
coffers and this explains the prudence, the calculated
manner in which the Government of Botswana under all
circumstances has managed to manage the economy of
this country to the benefit of all of us. Whether you are
in the BDP or you are in the Opposition or those who
are none-aligned if any. We are all Batswana and we are
bound to benefit from what this Budget talks to.
Madam Speaker attempts have been made to just pull
this Budget as hopeless, trying to pick a few items,
for example Ministry of Defence, Justice and Security
Budget has been picked and isolated as too huge and
wasteful by Members on the other side of the Isle. I
would just pick two or three examples, going back from
2013 of Honourable Members, some who are not in this
House and some are in this House, who were advocating
for an increase in the Budget of the Ministry of Defence,
Justice and Security, which Budget they have now been
answered by increasing, they are now turning back and
singing a different song.
I have pulled copies of the Hansard of 2014, just picking
2014 we were discussing sectorial for Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security by Honourable Nshimwe
who is not in the House. Just quote from the Hansard,
I will go on to quote subsequent Hansards by Members
who are sitting right in this House from across the
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aisle. I am starting backwards to show the trend of the
Members across the aisle and the inconsistency.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification
MR MOLAO: Honourable Nshimwe had this to say
Madam Speaker if you allow me, “Let me start by
asking the Honourabe Minister to see how he could
assist the Botswana Defence Force as it has already
been mentioned by other Honourable Members that
their living conditions are not pleasant…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who said this?
MR MOLAO: Honourable Nshimwe. To tell the truth
there is nothing interesting if you can go there. There is
shortage of transport, their vehicles broke down years
back and they are just there, they need money. So just
make sure that you source funds somewhere because
we do not know when we might be affected by war
although we hear other countries have been affected
already. What if it happens to us, where are we going to
get vehicles since ours are not working?”
It is here, I am not accusing falsely, I can give it to the
Speaker to read it out for all to see.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He did not talk about the
equipment.
MR MOLAO: That was Mr Nshimwe advocating
for an increase in the Botswana Defence Force (BDF)
Budget. Then we have Honourable Shimane Mangole,
he is not here, but he is in the House, he had this to
say, Wednesday 11th March 2015 “We are saying the
Botswana Defence Force must be provided with better
equipment. At the Umbrella for Democratic Change
Party we believe that given our population, we need
a small, highly professional army that has all the
necessary resources so that it can approach whatever
situation it comes across in the country. We believe that
the army can do an outstanding job if their welfare is
considered’’.
This is another demonstration of the opposition
advocating yet for an increase in the BDF Budget to
cater for all their needs. The other one by none other
than Honourable Keorapetse, he had this to say 2015,
he talked about an army ready for combat and he said,
“I see a general proceed here and I think you will agree
with me that there is need to capacitate this institution,
so that we have an army that is ready for combat. Most
importantly also to deploy our armed forces outside for
peace keeping missions, because this serves two most
important objectives, one is that when you deploy these
armed forces they get to have something in their pockets
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at the end of the day. It also serves as training, because
we will have an army that is exposed to combat and if
we deploy them in peace keeping mission they are ready
for combat. ”
This is just a demonstration that Members across the
aisle have been increasingly advocating for an increase
for monies going to the Defence Forces, to make them
ready for combat. You make an army ready for combat if
you take care of their welfare, if they have the requisite
equipment. They cannot be ready for combat when they
only have money in their pockets and they do not have
guns and they do not have aircraft, the general that side
will concur with it. An army that is mobile and ready
for combat needs resources and army resources do not
come cheap and if you want the army to be ready for
combat as already said by Honourable Members across
the aisle, it needs an increase in the budget and the
Minister has responded by increasing the budget so that
the army can procure update military equipment.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, if you
seek clarification and elucidation and he does not yield,
do not repeat yourselves.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Elucidation. There was just too much noise so he did
not hear me.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, he heard you, ah-ah! You do
not talk like the Father.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. He
was giving clear examples that, those who are on the
other side of the aisle should remember their words
and requests which we are currently putting into effect
but can you now get to the point that, we are dealing
with the National Development Plan 10 and some were
advocating for the army. They were making this Plan
and wanted us to buy the equipment within that period
of Plan 10.
MR MOLAO: You could not have been more right
Honourable Father of the House but I was just picking
the three. There are quite a number of them, other
Members will continue the debate to give examples
that in this Parliament we have bo phomphokgwe ba ba
maithukutho mabe, ba ba tla a lalang ba iphatlhile ka
diphuka e le tsa bone, bo ……
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Thank

you Madam Speaker. I do not know what the word
phomphokgwe means. He says there are phomphokgwes
in this Parliament, can he please withdraw it and..
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Interruptions)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, I was just about to
proceed so I do not know if…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, just sit down.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Madam Speaker, I just
wanted to confirm that I do not know what that word
means and it does not reflect our characteristic this side.
Secondly Madam Speaker, in this House on this side
of the aisle we have never said it is wrong to allocate
funds to the army. We have been clear that the army
should be allocated funds and how those funds should
be distributed.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, you
could have sought clarification if you did not know what
phomphokgwe means, you could have simply asked
him. Let him proceed.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, I was just illustrating
that for the past week and even a little while ago,
Members where seriously trying to demonise the
Honourable Minister of Finance for giving the Ministry
of Defence an increased budget, showing that it is
absolutely unnecessary, it is a waste. It is the same
Honourable Members from across the aisle who have
been consistently advocating for an increase and the
Minister has responded. If you have to make your army
ready for combat, you must take care of their welfare,
they must have the requisite machinery to use as and
when they need, for training and for them to be ready for
any eventuality that may arise. You can then not have
Honourable Members speaking in tongues, today they
want this, they are given then they say “no, we want a
different thing.” This is the kind of politicians we are
having in this House but I will try Madam Speaker to
be circumspect in my debate because the misfortune of
2014 brought with it in to this House, for lack of a better
word, big babies who just cry over nothing.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Molao…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Call that boy to order,
he should stop …(inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Big babies. I am talking. Order!
Withdraw the word babies, there are no babies here,
they are Honourable Members.
MR MOLAO: I respectively withdraw Madam
Speaker but 2014 has brought us people who are always
Hansard No 182
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complaining for no reason. Madam Speaker, we have
talked about the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP).
It is a programme that again from the other side of the
aisle and the private commentators, private media have
gone at length to discredit the programme, to go at all
length to try and discredit the programme as hopeless.
The same people come here and complain saying we
want details, the one details of a programme that they
do not have trust in, the programme that they have
dismissed as not being there. Information is out there for
the past 3 weeks. The Daily News has been awash with
advertisements of projects and they come here saying
we still want more details. What more details are you
looking for? Can you not go out there and read? There
are projects out there which have been there for the past
three weeks that have been advertised for people to
respond to, not democrats, all of you, even yourselves
from across the aisle, to respond to those advertisement
and tender if you so wish but you come here and talk
as if nothing has been done. You have continued to say
the programme does not exist but we have shown that
indeed it exists, even through this budget, through the
advertisement in the Daily News that the programme
exist and I challenge you Honourable Members to say
ESP is going to be implemented and we trust that it is
going to be implemented to its logical conclusion by
public servants who are honest, who love their country
despite those who want to fuel them to turn their backs
against their own country but then we will implement
it to the chagrin of those who do not want to see the
programme in the light of day.

road; it is one of that, 65 km. We are going to do Dibete
up to Machaneng, another road, 132 km if you like,
decongesting the A1. These are projects that are real;
projects that are going to be implemented through the
ESP. It is right in this booklet.

We have said through ESP that there will be road
construction projects, decongesting the A1, it is out
there in the open, as an example Madam Speaker,
Mogoditshane, Gabane-Mmankgodi dual way, it is
there through the ESP and we do not even care that the
constituencies are under the Opposition, no, we are just
going to implement a project there. There will be internal
roads in Molepolole, 25 kilometres with tar roads, we do
not even care that the constituency is under Opposition,
we are just going to implement through the ESP that you
hate so much, the ESP that you do not want to see being
implemented successfully. We are going to do it.

In the ICT sector it is right there that connectivity in
schools in the 2016/2017 budget, 523 schools in 85
villages will be connected with internet, and they will
be given free internet for two years. And you come here
and say, “We are going to be dishing out laptops all over
the place”. No, you will find us already having done
that.

We are going to do Boatle/Lobatse; dualing again.
These are projects that are going to be implemented
through ESP. You have eyes you do not want to see,
you have got ears you do not want to hear, you do not
want to hear anything positive about ESP, and you just
want to dismiss it and propose that it does not work.
We are going to show you that we are serious about
implementing these projects.
We are going to be doing down there in the North,
decongesting the A1, the Mmandunyane/Mathangwane
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And we are saying, at Education we have a programme
target 20 000 that we are going to be up-skilling the
youth in vocational education, even through our ETSSP
we are being serious about vocational education. I was
listening to the Leader of Opposition the other day
saying when you take over you are going to cancel
Ipelegeng and introduce vocational education. And
you are like, Okay in Ipelegeng we have got men and
women in rural areas, 50 years olds and all the like,
so you are going to send them to technical colleges if
you stop Ipelegeng and introduce vocational education.
It does not make sense. But be that as it may we have
started the programme of rationalisation in our technical
colleges so that we make our technical colleges to be
more focused and we are implementing. We are sending
more and more students to acquire technical education.
It is something that we are already doing and somebody
comes up, “no we are going to introduce vocational
education”. We are already running with it. But if you
come here and say I am going to stop Ipelegeng, and
instead introduce vocational education, what are you
really talking about? You do not know what you are
talking about certainly. The elderly there, are you going
to take them to the brigades or the technical colleges?
You are really not serious about what you saying.

We are saying at Agriculture, still through the ESP,
we are going to be pulling electricity to agricultural
areas like the Shashe farms in the north, Lotsane Dam
Irrigation Scheme, even the grading and maintenance
of roads to production zones. If you maintain roads to
production zones, you are making life easier for the
farmers out there so that they can produce even more
and create sustainable employment. This is what we are
talking about through the ESP, that you hate so much,
that you do not want even to hear anybody talking about
because it is a programme that you loathe so much. You
wish for Economic Stimulus Programme to fail.
For example, the road which I am happy will be passing
through my constituency and will change the face of
my constituency, we are saying the trucks that come
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through the Martins Drift Boarder will be turning at
Tonota or Mmandunyane using that road, and there will
be more traffic on that road and there is potential for
businesses to set up along that road creating even more
sustainable employment and improving the economy of
those different areas. This is what we are talking about
as we say long term jobs. They will be saying, “When
you make a road, after it is done people are left with
nothing.” No, there will be some who will benefit even
going further after a road has been constructed. This is
what we are talking about through this budget.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I am not sure whether the
way Honourable Dow is dressed is the proper dress code
that is acceptable in Parliament. I am shocked.
MADAM SPEAKER: I cannot see her, how is she
dressed? Please rise so that I see you Honourable Dow.
Yes, she is dressed well. Please sit down.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, we have said through
this budget still under ESP, we are going to be constructing
classrooms, we are going to be constructing science
labs, we are going to be constructing teachers’ quarters.
And we want to believe that, if we construct teachers’
quarters, we construct classrooms, science labs, this
will decongest the congested classrooms that we are
having right now. This will also improve the welfare of
the teachers and it will have a positive bearing on even
improving the results of different schools as we move
forward. And people do not want us to do this. They do
not want us to talk about this because they know the end
result if this is implemented successfully.

Speaker that there is credence on what I was saying?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mmolotsi.
Please relax that side. No, Honourable Mmolotsi, I do
not agree with you. He has been talking about those
that pass at Mankgodi and Molepolole, and even stated
that some pass in the…he saw them wherever he saw
them since he is the Cabinet!
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, the Honourable
Member has got eyes but he cannot see, because the last
three issues of the Daily News has got the project that I
am talking about.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATIONS
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): Thank you Madam Speaker. I
move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 18:00 p.m. until
Tuesday 9th February, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.

We are saying even at Health the last three or so issues
of the Daily News, advertised different clinics. And I
challenge even those close to my constituency to go
places like Mathangwane and Sebina and tell them
that the nurses houses that are going to be constructed
at Mathangwane the government is lying, the nurses
houses that are going to be constructed at Sebina the
government is lying, this is not aimed at helping the
situation on the ground. We are saying through this
budget, we are creating employment opportunities.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, earlier on when I was
debating, there was a contentious issue where I put
forward an allegation of Ministers swapping projects.
Do you not think what Honourable Member Fidelis
Molao is doing right now is actually to tell us that indeed
that has happened. Now he is talking about a project
that has been given to his constituency and saying he
is challenging us to go and tell those people that it is
not going to be implemented. Do you not think Madam
Hansard No 182

39

HANSARD RECORDERS
Mr. T. Gaodumelwe, Mr T. Monakwe

HANSARD REPORTERS
Ms T. Rantsebele, Mr M. Buti, Ms N. Selebogo, Ms A. Ramadi, Ms D. Thibedi,
Ms D. Pheko, Ms G. Baotsi, Ms N. Mokoka, Ms B. Pinaemang

HANSARD EDITORS
Ms W. Mbeha,Ms K. Alepeng Ms C. Chonga, Mr K. Goeme,
Ms G. Phatedi, Ms B. Malokwane, Mr A. Mokopakgosi, Ms O. Nkatswe

HANSARD TRANSLATORS
Ms B. Ntisetsang, Mr T. Rajane, Ms M. Sekao, Ms M. Rabotsima, Ms B. Mosinyi, Ms V. Nkwane,
Ms K. Nyanga, Ms N Kerobale, Ms K. Ben, Ms M. Kagiso, Ms B. Dintwa, Ms T. Bocock

LAYOUT DESIGNERS
Mr B. B. Khumanego, Mr D. T. Batshegi

40

Hansard No 182

