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Thursday 11th February 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
UPDATE ON STATUS OF ROLLED OUT
PROJECTS THROUGH REMOTE AREA
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME TO SOME
SETTLEMENTS IN GHANZI NORTH
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development to state:(i) the number of projects that were rolled out through
the Remote Area Development Programme in the
settlements of Qabo, Grootlaagte, D’kar, Kuke
and Central Kalahari Game Reserve in the Ghanzi
North Constituency as at July 2015;
(ii) the total value by project and settlement;
(iii) the number of jobs that have been created by each
project; and
(iv) the number of those employed on these projects
who criss-cross for work at the Ipelegeng
Programme.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Madam Speaker, there are
three (3) community economic empowerment projects
in Grootlaagte, Qabo and Kuke. These are valued at P
1,538,577.00. These projects have employed a total of
eight (8) permanent employees. However, during the
construction of the farm and carpentry workshop there
were over 50 temporary jobs that were created.
In addition to these jobs, some employment has been
created indirectly through the provision of livestock
to one hundred and eight (108) beneficiaries from
Grootlagte and Qabo. The livestock is valued at P860,
000.00.
There are also a total of forty three (43) projects
spread across the four settlements of Grootlagte, Kuke,
D’kar and Qabo funded under the Poverty Eradication
Programme valued at a total cost of P865, 504.35.
During the Financial years 2013 to 2015/2016, a total
of twenty seven (27) houses under the Remote Area
Development Programme have been constructed at
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a value of P3, 240,000.00, for households in these
settlements, and the housing projects have created short
term employment opportunities for over 100 people.
As regards cases of criss-crossing, of those employed
on these projects, nine (9) farm workers are employed
for three months on rotational basis. Since the farms
are community projects, they share beneficiaries with
Ipelegeng rotationally. However, carpentry employees
are permanent and therefore they are not part of the
Ipelegeng pool of beneficiaries.
I will provide the Honourable Member with a breakdown of these figures. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, can you help this House by telling
us the kinds of projects that you are talking about and
whether they benefit the people of Grootlaagte directly
or through the Council?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I do not know what the
Honourable Member is talking about. Maybe we could
have met before coming here to answer because what I
know is that, the projects at these settlements are for the
communities. The cattle at Tshobokwane, Grootlaagte
and Hanahai are for the communities and when someone
works there, they are told to build their parents or
themselves a one-roomed house there before they quit.
The carpentry project is a community project and I
am happy that I once heard the Honourable Member
advertising their products, urging the people of Maun to
buy coffins from these communities. Maybe he should
explain which ones he is referring to; maybe it is not the
ones that I am talking about.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. Thank you
Minister. Honestly the coffin project is not working
because the employees have gone back to Ipelegeng. I
wanted us to talk about cattle because you have indicated
that there are many of them and employees should
build houses for their parents. So, is this project for the
community or the council because I have had meetings
with them? It is not theirs but it is for the council.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I cannot get into an issue like
this one. All I know is that we build farms, stock and
then hand the farms to the communities. If I was asked
about the money, they have millions, thousands and they
build, they employ others, they employ kitchen hands at
schools. Those people are not paid by us. Maybe I could
have been invited to the meeting because I also work
with them. Now they are saying something contradictory
to what I know; all those farms are community owned.
From here we should meet and reconcile what we are
saying; all those farms are for the community.
Hansard No 182
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MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. I know the
Minister is just saying this so that we can meet outside.
Minister, let us put politics aside and hasten to address
this issue. You should have a visit to Grootlaagte. When
can you go there so that this does not only become a
word of mouth?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I never do that. Every Motswana
in this country knows that after being given this
programme, I have been to all RAD settlements.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You do not know
Grootlaagte.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Honourable Member, I have
visited all the RAD settlements in this country,
Grootlaagte, Qabo. Maybe you are the one who does
not know that New Xanagas is one of your RAD
settlements. I visited all, Kuke, D’kar, New Xade, Bere,
Kacgae and I tell you only those I have visited in Ghanzi.
I have been to each more than twice. I would not be
going to the settlements because Parliament is sitting
and I will give you my programme of visiting these
settlements in Ghanzi. I was still establishing myself at
my constituency after the elections. I am going to start
at Kgalagadi at Inalegolo, Hunhukwe and they built a
corporation from this money. I will tell him because that
was before he became a Member of Parliament. I will
not be going there for Grootlaagte only hence the need
to go there when Parliament is not sitting.
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS
AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION
(MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of order. Madam
Speaker, please assist us, maybe we do not understand
the decorum of attire. Is Hononourable Salakae`s tie
following the decorum of this Parliament? Can a tie just
be placed on the chest without tying it?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, let me see.
But I feel he is fine. He had a problem, I know.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MADAM SPEAKER: I know the problem.
UNFAIR TREATMENT OF SOME SPECIAL
CONSTABLES
MR M. I. MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:(i) if he is aware that some Special Constables have
been in the Police Service for more than five (5)
years;
(ii) why the Special Constables are facing unfair
treatment in the work place; and
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(iii) to categorically state the number of Special
Constables in the Police Service as well as the
years of service.
ACTING MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE
AND SECURITY (MR MOLALE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I am aware that some Special
Constables have been in the Police Service for more
than 5 years. I am not aware, however, of any form of
unfair treatment of Special Constables in the Botswana
Police Service.
To the contrary, government continues to review
conditions of service of this cadre, the latest being
Police Special Constables Regulations, 2015 which
outline recruitment procedures, hours of work and other
entitlements during their employment. To my knowledge
there has been no departure from these Regulations.
Lastly, the Botswana Police Service employs three
thousand six hundred and eight (3608) Special
Constables. Of these six hundred and fifty five (655)
have served for less than one year, two thousand one
hundred and ninety seven (2197) have served for a
period between one and five years while seven hundred
and fifty six (756) have served for periods between six
and eleven years. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. I heard you
Honourable Minister. In your second point let me ask
you this, if other people have five years and are not
going to get the benefits which are similar to those of
the other police officers, do you not think that alone is
unfair treatment looking at the fact that after five years
they do not get benefits. After serving for those five
years when they are enrolled as permanent officers they
start from the beginning. Minister do you not think that
it is a drawback for them, are we doing that because of
their low salaries? Since there is shortage of manpower
why are they not enrolled as permanent police officers.
I thank you.
MR MOLALE: Thank Madam Speaker. I hear you
question Honourable Member. I can just tell you that in
the beginning when we did this cadre we indicated that
it is not full time employment and those who come into
that employment, it is usually out of the choices they
make. But be as it may, we do not want to make it look
like they have made that choice and we are just going to
neglect them. This is why over the years as you can see
that we have over 600 who have served for less than a
year. Those that they excel eventhough they are Special
Constables, we take them to Police College, and they
are enrolled into police service. So, those are the things
that are happening. If you can refer to the regulations
that you supported here last year, you will realise that
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these things are being taken care of. The truth of the
matter is that they are not permanent employees. I thank
you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I just want to appreciate Honourable Minister,
why are Special Constables not given payslips despite
being employed on two-year contracts?
MR MOLALE: Madam Speaker, I would not know
that detail. I would only get in only if I am told that they
have not been paid, as for how they are paid, whether
they are given payslips or whatever I would not know. It
means I will go and enquire again. Thank you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you very much Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister,
do you not realise that these short-term contracts that the
people are working for a very long time like 11 years,
they deny them the opportunity to apply for the loans at
the banks?
Secondly, do you not realise that it also denies them
other benefits like medical aids?
Lastly, do you not realise that it denies them pension
when it comes to cumulative number of years that the
person has worked? For example if the person has
worked for 11 years he will not have pension…
MR MOLALE: I thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Members I have clearly mentioned that
Special Constable job is a temporary employment and
its conditions have been put in such a way that they
choose whether they take the job or not. This is why
I am saying we are still trying to improve, as when
situations arise, we respond. That is why the latest as I
indicated earlier, is the 2015 regulations.
The last point where you said they cannot apply for the
loans, it is very true, the truth of the matter is that if you
are not in a fulltime employment you cannot apply for
a loan. We have made it clear that this is a temporary
employment. Therefore, there is no how we can arrange
that they can apply for a loan bearing in mind that it will
be a matter between an individual and the bank. What
we are stressing here is that a piece of cake is better
than nothing. These people have something that they
are doing. That is the whole objective of this Special
Constable cadre, while at the same time they help us to
fight crime. I thank you Madam Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Further supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Minister, my question is since it is
clear that the Special Constables cadre was supposed
to be a temporary employment, and it is no longer
temporary, do you not think it is time for you to consider
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formalising it and maybe also the terminal benefits? I
have seen a number of them coming to me; after ten
years saying the agreement was that their leave days
will be calculated. . I think that is quite unfair.
MR MOLALE: No Honourable Members, this has
been formalised according to the Special Constables
regulations, Special Constables cadre are not permanent
employees, but they are temporary employees.
Therefore, for as long as the law remains that way,
things will remain that way. As and when there is a need
to amend the regulations that look at the conditions; we
are ready to be advised accordingly. I thank you Madam
Speaker. I thank you Madam Speaker.
BENEFITS OF YOUTH CONSTRUCTION
COMPANIES FROM THE 15 PER CENT
MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Infrastructure, Science and
Technology to state:(i) the number of youth construction companies
registered under the Department of Building and
Engineering Services that have benefited from the
15 per cent Maintenance programme;
(ii) the number of those that are from the Ghanzi and
Kgalagadi Districts; and
(iii) the value of the work rendered in each of the two
(2) Districts.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI):
(i) Madam Speaker, there are 288 youth contractors
registered under my Ministry since inception of
the programme in 2009. Out of these companies,
275 benefited from the 15 per cent maintenance
programme reserved for youth contractors with
some having benefited more than once. During
the 2015/2016 financial year, 50 youth companies
have benefited.
(ii) From the companies that have benefited from
the 15 per cent reservation programme, Madam
Speaker, 7 are from the Ghanzi District whilst 19
are from the Kgalagadi District.
(iii) Madam Speaker, with respect to the value of
the work awarded in the two districts, 7 youth
companies were engaged in Ghanzi District at the
total value of P3,984,079.47, and for the Kgalagadi
District, the total value of projects awarded to
young people is P2,899,007.42.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
Hansard No 182
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PROVISION OF MATERIAL AND FUNDS
TO KANYE SOUTH YOUTH UNDER THE
POVERTY ERADICATION PROGRAMME
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture if he is aware that
material and funds intended for use by youth enrolled
in the Poverty Eradication Programme in the Kanye
South Constituency take far too long to come resulting
in serious loss of hope; if so, to state:(i) the number of youth, by gender, on successful
projects in the following villages and the kind
of projects being pursued in Kanye, Selokolela,
Sesu, Betesankwe, Seherelela, Lehoko, Lobutse
and Tsonyane;
(ii) the number of those still waiting to receive
packages of what they applied for; and
(iii) when they will get them and the kind of projects
they wish to try out.
ACTING MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND
CULTURE (MR BATSHU): Madam Speaker, I
have been advised that this question was redirected
to the Ministry for Presidential Affairs and Public
Administration…
MADAM
SPEAKER:
Makgalemele!

Honourable

Minister

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION: (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Madam Speaker. I
am aware that the implementation of the programme in
Kanye South Constituency has benefited many youth
across the constituency. Out of the 75 youth funded
projects in the constituency, 59…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of procedure,
Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, no, they are right, let us do
question four.
THE IMPACT OF IMPORTED VEHICLES ON
THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Asked
the Minister of Trade and Industry to inform this
Honourable House on the impact of imported vehicles
on the country’s economy.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR KEBONANG): Madam Speaker,
let me state the obvious that there is no vehicle
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manufacturing plant in Botswana. Therefore, the answer
to the question what impact does imported vehicles have
on the country’s economy; the answer is that the impact
has been positive. Thank you Madam Speaker.
PLANS TO PHASE OUT SEWERAGE TRUCKS
IN ALL CITIES AND TOWNS
MR M. I. MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Asked the Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources:(i) If he is aware that most of the city dwellers in Self
Help Housing Agency (SHHA) areas are living below
the minimum wage rate (under employed) and below
the poverty datum line;
(ii) whether he is aware that Water Utilities Corporation
is planning to phase out the provision of sewerage trucks
to empty septic tanks in all the cities and towns; if so,
to state the reasons why they want to disadvantage 40
per cent of the residents who have not connected to the
sewer lines; and
(iii) Why his Ministry increased the connection fee from
P100.00 to P1 500.00 and the emptying of the septic
tank from P30.00 to P600.00.
ACTING MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY
AND WATER RESOURCES (MR MOLEFHI):
Madam Speaker, I am unaware that most of the city
dwellers in Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) areas…
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker, I am not sure if it will be the right procedure
after the answer that we have been given for question
four; that the impact is positive. I do not think even the
framer of the question is comfortable.
MR KEBONANG: No, but I am comfortable with the
answer.
MR KEORAPETSE: But the House is not.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, we are done with it and
have now moved on.
MR MOLEFHI: You just want to cause a fight.
Madam Speaker, I am unaware that most of the city
dwellers in Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) areas are
living below the minimum wage rate (under employed)
and below the poverty datum line.
I am aware that Water Utilities Corporation (WUC)
has discontinued pit latrine and septic tank emptying
services, but only in those areas that have sewer
reticulation network. The sewer reticulation networks
are being provided in different areas through a project
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which is currently being rolled out in various cities,
towns and villages in the country.
Through this project the government aims to eradicate
pit latrines and septic tanks in all SHHA areas, which are
the ones still without sewer reticulation in some towns.
This has been done in a quest to address health issues
and possible contamination of ground water sources.
My Ministry therefore encourages all residents in areas
where the sewer network has been provided to connect
to the network. The provision of sewer lines in all
areas, especially SHHA areas is meant to develop our
cities, towns and villages in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as well as to ensure the
dignity of our people by providing them with proper
sanitation.
The Water Utilities Corporation has charges applicable
for its various services. The Corporation took over
waste water management from District Councils
under the Water Sector Reforms Project, with effect
from 2012. At the time of the takeover, the sewage
connection charge was P60.00 and applicable fees for
pit latrines and septic tanks emptying were between
P100 and P40.00 respectively. These are the fees which
were subsequently revised to P600.00 for pit latrines
emptying and P500.00 for septic tank emptying and
P1 500 for sewage connection. These were done for
purposes of cost recovery. In areas where wastewater
networks have been provided the public is encouraged
to connect to the network and eliminate the need for
regular pit latrine and septic tank emptying.
WUC is not the only provider of these services; there are
other service providers in the markets. It should be noted
that open market charges were taken in consideration
in setting WUC charges and the Corporations charges
were pitched lower than the market charges to make
them affordable. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Francistown and
Selebi Phikwe has similar situations, there are about
5000 Ipelegeng employees who have been living like
that. We have large numbers of destitutes and orphans
in our constituency who still at this point have not been
assisted by the council. How are they supposed to live
Honourable Minister? Was an Impact Assessment Study
carried out before making decisions to try and establish
how we are going to live with them? Some of these
locations are reeking, clearly because they cannot afford
the P600 and P1500 fees that you mentioned. How are
you going to rectify this situation Honourable Minister?
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Honourable Minister. Let
me start with Selebi Phikwe. Selebi Phikwe councillors
took an unanimous decision after a huge investment in
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the provision of the infrastructure that every household
should connect. Those who have not connected have
been encouraged to apply for assistance through the
SHHA programme of home improvement. Therefore,
opportunities for connecting to the networks have been
made available.
I have indicated in my answer earlier that we are talking
about public health and provision of appropriate level
sanitation services. That is why in all centres where
networks have been provided, the public is encouraged
to connect. Ultimately for instance; in Selebi Phikwe we
are aware that some of the people who live in these areas
are tenants. Landlords live elsewhere. Landlords collect
monthly rentals though providing poor services to their
tenants. This decision by the Council in Selebi Phikwe
for instance is to ensure that where sewage connections
have not been done, ultimately the Council wants to
enforce the non-occupation of such residences because
they would want to do away with the pit latrines for
purposes of public health.
Now in terms of destitute; they are taken care of by the
respective Local Authorities, Town Councils and City
Councils. They take responsibility for their registered
destitute and those orphans who are part of those that
they look after. Thank you Sir.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. I want to find out
from the Minister because when an officer from council
applies for a loan from the bank they bring a pay slip,
so what will the Ipelegeng workers bring since that is
their livelihood? I would like to ask the Minister that,
because of health and lack of finances Minister, does
one have to live with the sewage all the years because I
hear that the Phikwe Council has made a strict decision.
MR MOLEFHI: If you do not have of proof of payment
to submit to the Council or to any other financial
institution, that will be your sole responsibility to make
a convincing plan which can satisfy them. I am aware
of people who are street hawkers who have connected
through the collections they make out of their little
income. They have been connected sewerage without
a pay slip but with a demonstration of their income
because some of them have been able to make savings.
The little savings they make, the deposits they make at
the Savings Bank, at the Post Office, at the banks they
are able to demonstrate that “I live on this and therefore
I can afford to pay.”
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Let me ask the Minister whether he has visited
Councils in this country which have this Self Helping
Housing Agency (SHHA) programme in order to
witness the challenges faced by those who are trying to
Hansard No 182
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apply for SHHA loans so as to connect into the sewer
network. Are Batswana assisted when they go to the
Councils to apply for these loans to connect to the sewer
network? Looking at the fact that, in Gaborone ever
since the project of P1.4 billion has been completed,
only 28 per cent of people were able to connect. 72 per
cent even now have not been able to connect because
they are unable to get assistance from the Councils.
Thank you.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I cannot
with certainty confirm that indeed the Minister of
Minerals Energy and Water Resources undertook visits
to councils to ascertain the extent to which people are
being assisted or otherwise. I am aware that Honourable
Maele, Minister of Lands and Housing has had
engagements internally in terms of considering the best
way of extending and opening up the home improvement
scheme such that it will facilitate prospects identical to
those that you talk about. I thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: No I said the last one.
MR SALAKAE: Point of procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: No.
MR SALAKAE: You said after him it is my turn. You
chose me.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! No! I never said that just
sit down.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure, Madam.
I wanted to forward my complaint that, this tendency
of you saying this is the last one when a Member has
not finished speaking is really a disadvantage, because
it is as if you are the only ones who know how many
minutes there are. I have problem because the Minister
did not clarify which vote the Social and Community
Development (S&CD) will use to assist people, because
their vote is for assisting the orphans by providing them
with food it does not deal with connecting toilets.
PROVISION OF MATERIAL AND FUNDS
TO KANYE SOUTH YOUTH UNDER THE
POVERTY ERADICATION PROGRAMME
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture if he is aware that
material and funds intended for use by youth enrolled
in the Poverty Eradication
Programme in the Kanye South Constituency take far
too long to come resulting in serious loss of hope; if so,
to state:-
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
(i) the number of youth, by gender, on successful
projects in the following villages and the kind
of projects being pursued in Kanye, Selokolela,
Sesu, Betesankwe, Seherelela, Lehoko, Lobutse
and Tsonyane;
(ii) the number of those still waiting to receive
packages of what they applied for; and
(iii) when they will get them and the kind of projects
they wish to try out.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Madam Speaker, as I indicated
earlier on the question was redirected to us. I am aware
that implementation of the programme in Kanye South
Constituency has benefited many youth across the
constituency. Out of the 75 youth funded projects in the
constituency, 59 projects are successful (started working
at initial or full pace), of which 9 are males and 50 are
females. The projects in the constituency reflect a range
of poverty eradication packages, including, small stock,
fashion design and bakery.
There are 59 youth waiting to receive packages. The
59 youth awaiting packages will be assisted in the
next financial year since they applied after the March
2015 cut-off date for assessments. This is because of
Government decision to eradicate backlog (incomplete
projects and beneficiaries awaiting training) by March
2016. These 59 packages include; small stock (53),
tswana chickens (1), tent hire (1), carpentry (1) and
welding (3). I thank you Madam Speaker.
PROTECTION OF SMALL MICRO AND
MEDIUM ENTERPRISES (SMMEs) AGAINST
BIG COMPANIES
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Trade and Industry if he
will consider coming up with policies that can protect
Small Micro and Medium Enterprises (SMMEs) against
big companies that monopolise the market.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR KEBONANG): My Ministry
recognises the important role played by the SMMEs
as a source of livelihood for the different segments of
the society, especially the rural poor. I am also aware
of the various challenges facing the Small Micro and
Medium Enterprises (SMMEs), mainly related to lack
of competition and therefore inability to compete with
big companies.
In an effort to address this concern Government
approved the Policy on Small Micro and Medium
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Enterprises (SMME) in 1998, whose main objective
was to establish an integrated approach to SMMEs
support and also create an enabling environment for
them to grow.
My Ministry took a decision to adopt a holistic approach
to the development of the SMMEs and develop a
comprehensive policy that will support their growth. In
this regard my Ministry has concluded the development
of the National Entrepreneurship Policy for Botswana,
which is expected to be submitted to the National
Assembly before end of this year. Its main objective is to
grow the spirit entrepreneurship culture into SMMEs so
that they can learn and adopt existing entrepreneurship
traits and skills for global successful entrepreneurship.
Further the policy aims to address the challenges of
entrepreneurship faced by the SMMEs.
In addition to this there is the Competition Policy and
Competition Act 2009 which has been enacted to create
free and fair trade environment to allow all businesses
irrespective of size, to compete on the basis of price,
quality and service delivery.
The Competition Act addresses amongst other things
various forms of abuse and monopoly or dominance
such as predatory pricing, price collusion by big
players, vertical and horizontal agreements. Therefore,
any suspicions of unfair competition are reported to the
Competition Commission for assessment and possible
litigation.
Further, my Ministry has reserved certain activities
under the Trade Act and Industrial Development Act,
and the guidelines for SMMEs, all of which aim to
support the growth of SMMEs. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want
to appreciate whether there was any study that was
done to determine what could have led to failure of the
backyard gardens which were led by His Honour the
Vice President Honourable Masisi.
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, I am not sure
whether I should be answering to such an irrelevant
question. I am the Minister of Trade and Industry
Madam Speaker, fully in charge of the Ministry I do not
have to answer on back yard gardens so the question
should be directed to the relevant Ministry. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR MANGOLE: Further supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I acknowledge that the Minister has to
glorify the policy and also do the bootlicking since you
have been holding the post for two years in a row now.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
I do need to know though what that policy that you say
has been in use for all the years that you mentioned has
done to protect the Small and Medium Micro Enterprises
(SMME) from the big shops like Choppies which has
put them out of business.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Madam
Speaker is the word lelope (bootlicker) a proper word to
use in this House? I feel like the Honourable Member is
provoking the Minister. Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: I can hear that he is provoking
him but it is an acceptable Setswana word and I do not
feel that he is wrong for saying it.
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, I am capable
of answering for myself. Let me state for the record
Madam Speaker that I have the highest degree of respect
for my leadership and indeed I am a bootlicker (lelope)
in its true sense. Let it go on record to show that there
is absolutely nothing wrong with being a bootlicker
(lelope) to your leader and I will protect my leader if
I need to. Let me come back to your question which
though irrelevant as always, needs to be answered for
what it is worth lest you accuse me of avoiding it.
I have absolutely no idea how the policy is to be
compared to Choppies. I have no mandate for Choppies
in this House but let me say to you that Choppies, the
same business that you have alluded to arose from
a Small and Medium Micro Enterprise (SMME). It
developed from an SMME to a big business. That should
tell you that our policies as this Government, work. That
you can graduate from a tuck shop to a multi-national
company. Thank you.
MR MANGOLE: Procedure. Thank you Madam
Speaker. The Honourable Member is out of procedure.
My question enquired about what the policy has done
to protect the SMEs against the retail Choppies which
has put a lot of them out of business. He did not answer
that question.
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, let me answer this
question because I can see that the Honourable Member
did not hear or he chose not to hear. This is what I said
about the policy for your benefit as a former banker,
please do hear what I am about to say. I said in addition
to the policy, we have come up with the Competition
Authority that protects SMMEs from monopolies by
big business, from price collusion and from vertical and
horizontal agreements, that is the answer Honourable
Member.
MR MANGOLE: Procedure. The Honourable Member
is not answering my question; he is reading what his
policy says. I appreciate what his policy has done but
Hansard No 182
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I am enquiring about what it has done to protect the
SMEs?

time. Honourable Mmatli has got the Hansard, and he
can consult it if he wants to know what I said.

MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, it is unfortunate
when you come to this House and make very wild
allegations about institutions that exist here. I do not
know for certain that SMMEs have been out of business
because of Choppies. Thank you Madam Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: It appears like they do not
accept the explanation but I also remember that time
ran out.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! When the House
adjourned yesterday, Honourable Moswaane was on the
floor and he was left with 17 minutes, 28 seconds.
MR MOREMI: Point of order. Madam Speaker we
were informed yesterday that Honourable Mmolotsi
will bring evidence to the House; I was wondering if he
has brought it?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi is not
present and I am not sure if at all he was here when the
House began but he has not submitted anything to me. I
was expecting him to do that this afternoon.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable Members we
continue to hear a lot of talk condemning the government
of the day….
DR MMATLI: Point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Yesterday when the House adjourned we
had requested Honourable Moswaane through you
Madam Speaker to produce proof that the opposition
is discouraging people from utilising government
programmes whilst we do. When he started to explain
the House adjourned and so he should explain or
otherwise withdraw that statement.
MADAM SPEAKER: I had forgotten about that.
Honourable Moswaane they have reminded me about
where we were yesterday. When the House adjourned
you were still explaining what you meant when you
said…
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker it means that
you have forgotten because I explained what I meant.
Even the Hansard can be collected to check if indeed
I explained. I quoted the words of the Honourable
Leader of Opposition and demonstrated that what he
said showed that he was discouraging the youth from
taking up such initiatives. Madam Speaker I cannot
afford to go back because it would be eating on my
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MR MOSWAANE: It is not up to them to decide
whether what I said is acceptable or not but the fact
remains I explained what I meant. Madam I can repeat
it for the sake of time.
MADAM SPEAKER: I have given someone else the
floor; take your seat please Honourable Moswaane.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. Madam Speaker
this is a simple matter because Honourable Moswaane
stated that the opposition Members discourage people
from utilising government programmes whilst they
benefit from them. We then asked him to bring proof
that indeed we have done that.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is clear, Honourable
Moswaane!
MR MOSWAANE: I will not single out anyone…
MADAM SPEAKER: What is he saying?
MR MOSWAANE: I did not mention anybody’s name
who can ask me to elaborate further or account.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, let me talk. Honourable
Moswaane yesterday you had said the Members of
the Opposition are preventing people from acquiring
poverty eradication programmes and yet they are
in turn using them. Now they want you to tell them
whom you are specifically referring to. Who exactly
prevented people from benefiting from the programme
yet benefiting from it?
MR MOSWAANE: Now who will mention specifically
who I did not mention initially?
MADAM SPEAKER: You were all encompassing.
MR MOSWAANE: Whom will I clarify on because I
gave an example saying, these ones on the other side
of the isle are preventing people from registering for
programmes. I even went further to explain that, the
statement which was released said this and that. I have
explained Madam Speaker. You could have said the
statement is not clear enough. Now we are not supposed
to halt the debate just because people are saying I should
mention their names. You did not tell me when they
were going to CEDA.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, it seems you even know
that they went to acquire funds from CEDA. Now that
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is exactly what they are saying, they want to know
when they prevented people from benefiting then
retrospectively went ahead to benefit from CEDA. Now
mention who those people are and then continue with
your debate. If you fail to say who they are, withdraw
and allow us to move forward. Otherwise mention that
“I am referring to so and so.”

say “botate” you are referring to many people, therefore
I talked about people in the Opposition.

MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, which Standing
Order are you using to give me that instruction?

MADAM SPEAKER: You said people in the
Opposition are preventing people from benefiting from
poverty eradication yet they are using them.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS :…(laughter!)…
MADAM SPEAKER: That is our practice; that is how
we usually do things. Just recently you were saying
evidence should be produced. I mean, it is just a practice
in this House.
MR MOSWAANE: No, Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, no, Honourable Moswaane,
withdraw if you still want to continue with your debate.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, let me answer
you. I explained to you yesterday that I was quoting the
words which were said by the Honourable Leader of
Opposition. I explained that the Leader of Opposition
is a role model in this country, and his voice echoes to
the people. Then I also said on page 5, paragraph 7,
sub heading for Poverty Eradication Framework, he
says, “An expensive political adventure that consumes
several hundreds of millions of Pula each with no
tangible results to show. The flagship initiative under the
programme is backyard gardening. A poorly conceived
and exceedingly wasteful initiative.”
I said if these words are used like this, they are implying
that these programmes are useless; hence Batswana
would not be encouraged. Madam Speaker for one to
say something is a criminal activity, it has to show the
intention, but my intention is not to side line or mention
anybody by name. I was just pointing out that the use
or choice of words is preventing Batswana to enrol
for these programmes because people who are trusted
in society are the ones saying them. Therefore, the
intention of my words is not in any way intending to be
malicious to them.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order. Honourable Moswaane
unless you say Honourable Boko is preventing people
from benefiting from programmes and in turn benefiting
from them, you have not answered the question. You
said people are stifling others from benefiting. If there is
no issue just say so.
MR MOSWAANE: By people I was referring to a
number of people (botate). In Setswapong when you

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane,
withdraw and then continue with your debate.
MR MOSWAANE: What should I withdraw Madam
Speaker? I have not said anything wrong.

MR MOSWAANE: I provided written evidence.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, that is not the one. Unless
you were saying Honourable Boko…
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, I want to tell you
that I am not happy with your favouritism. I can also tell
you are just going to dictate. You are just making up for
Honourable Mmolotsi’s issue whom you failed to deal
with for a whole week.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane I am
talking to you for the last time. If you are not going to
mention who you were referring to, please leave.
MR MOSWAANE: I know it is capable of preventing
me from debating. I withdraw for the sake of peace and
love.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane remove
the words “for the sake of peace and love”.
MR MOSWAANE: I am saying with peace and love I
withdraw.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you did not say “with” you
said “for”, do you think I am deaf?
MR MOSWAANE: People are indeed very lucky.
Madam Speaker, I was saying it is not good for leaders
to prevent our youth or Batswana from enjoying the
programmes yet as leaders we are benefiting. Therefore
I am requesting that, we desist from such practices
because these things prevent people who really need
them from benefiting, especially because when we talk
our voices as leaders are heard when we condemn or
look down upon.
Therefore I was saying a programme like poverty
eradication has been brought to assist Batswana to come
out of poverty. We know many people have benefitted
from this programme and currently they are leading
better lives. Now it would be very painful to hear such
words being uttered by leaders saying those programmes
are just for…
Hansard No 182
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order
Madam Speaker. Thank you Madam Speaker. I believe
we will be out of order. The Honourable Member is
just saying a very dangerous statement. Let me quote
him, he said “As leaders we are preventing people from
enrolling for programmes.” I think he needs to be very
very specific. Who is he referring to when he says “the
leadership?” Then he continues reading that statement
when he has just withdrawn a statement.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, on that one he is including
everyone, even those on his side; he is even referring to
himself. Let us proceed.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: He is referring to himself.
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Members, I was just saying we are serious
and we want to show that there has been progress in
terms of developments in Botswana. I am still not
impressed by the fact that we are acting as though we do
not want these things yet we are interested. We are also
acting as if we are not ‘eating’ yet we are ‘eating.’ This
is a situation which is not good for this country.
Therefore, Madam Speaker we are here to also address a
very important programme which I believe the Minister
touched on which is the Economic Stimulus Package
(ESP), through which he points out how this country
is going to revive the economy. There were some sorry
statements which Honourable Boko uttered saying those
things in the ESP are just nonsensical for the current
situation, and they should not even be said by someone
of Honourable Minister Matambo’s calibre. Let us be
clear what we are saying about the lives of Batswana.
The main thing is that, the BDP government will not
apologise for introducing the ESP, because we know that
through it we have promised to build 1200 classrooms,
just giving that figure as an example. My expectation is
that if 1200 classrooms were to be build, contractors are
going to be needed. If they would be given that project
for a year, it would mean they would be affording to
put food on the table. After completing classrooms
the teachers would occupy them, and that would mean
permanent employment for teachers who would be
teaching our children. You can take this as an example
that if 1200 classrooms are built, and then maybe five
teachers are permanently employed, no Honourable
Members maybe 5000 jobs can be created. I am just
citing this as an example colleagues. I think we should
not just condemn saying “where are the permanent
jobs?” They are there. When we build a police station,
contractors are involved, and that is how the programme
is. From there those who have been hired by the police
service get involved as well. The Special Constables are
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upgraded saying since there is a police station, now we
want police officers. At the moment…
MR MANGOLE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member. In the normal
process of implementing government programmes and
policies, what is new and different this time around
given the current ESP where you are saying that classes
and police stations will be built outside the normal
budgetary process? What is it that is happening, as if it
is something out of this world?
MR MOSWAANE: No, I have to explain this to you
since I was once a councillor. Honourable Member, at
Francistown council we once received communication
from the government that all projects have been
suspended and that only those which have been
approved will commence. We went on for a longer
period without those projects, even at Ipelegeng, we
only ran with maintenance projects. Now we are geared
toward implementing all projects within the shortest
possible time so that we cover the entire country as you
may have seen in the Daily news. The difference is that
we are going to see many clinics being built, as well as
police stations; that is the difference.
Use of the budget on projects has increased to our
satisfaction. Honourable members, at one point one
leader dismissed brigades’ education stating that the
education is not of high quality. I realised that the
government took an initiative to take all the brigades
from the communities and made sure that students
receive proper and approved vocational training. We
should not ignore this move but to give those responsible
a pat in the back for that initiative.
Honourable Members, our economy has recovered but
I would like to focus on the political aspect, that we
should have stable politics in our country, politics which
represent the interests of the electorates. Even if at times
one has to compete with one party, they have to remain
truthful to the government that we have remained
faithful to its service, by not retrenching any of its staff
during recession. This was an initiative to show that the
government had a stand during this hard time. We have
to note this as Honourable Members of parliament. We
therefore should not only criticize but appreciate that
the government has managed to contain some situations.
We continued to care for the elderly through their fund.
This goes on to show that the Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP) leadership has gone and shows that it has
the qualities of leading this nation. We therefore need a
strong opposition which can clearly state that they beat
us to our leadership style, or better-still to let us lead
the country further. Madam Speaker, this budget is ok
because I believe that it has been created with a bottom
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up arrangement. I am Francistown and the councillors
and the Mayor have clearly said that they have received
the budget according to the needs of the city. What I can
do for now is to request an increase in their budget funds
permitting but since no Member of Parliament cannot
say that their budget should not be improved. I want
to advise this house that this budget was not crafted by
Honourable Mathambo at his house, he involved a lot of
experts that we have in the government. He then went
on to consult the private sector so that they have an input
before it is rolled out to the public. Be mindful of the
fact that, there was consultation as you respond to this
budget speech and that it was not crafted to suit anyone
in particular. It covers the entire nation Madam Speaker.
We should be grateful of the fact that budget covers
all needs across all boards, it does not only benefit
the selected few. We should desist from criticising the
budget as if we are representing our personal interests,
we should be mindful of the fact that, there was
consultation in all these, and the experts presented their
ideas to Honourable Mathambo for incorporation into the
budget. Honourable Mathambo is a financial expert and
he is above everyone in this parliament when it comes to
economics and financial dynamics, so we should leave it
to him and appreciate his efforts. Honourable Members
it is surprising as to how we criticize government
programmes yet we do not have anything in store. I
was listening to the technocrats as they responded to the
budget speech and I just wanted to get what they were
to offer for Batswana, unfortunately they have nothing
to offer, I then wondered if really it is worth keeping
these people in leadership. Honourable members, let
us maintain the BDP in government, continue leading
this country effortlessly as you have done before. I do
believe that as experts we have a vision of where we
want to go and who will take us there.
Honourable Members, other Ministries return money to
the source. Other departments do not assist Batswana
accordingly. Let me take the women Empowerment
Scheme. Madam Speaker, Batswana have waited to
be assisted through this programme, one may wonder
if things are really going on well in that ministry since
applicants can wait for a year to be assisted, while the
budget has been approved and allocated. We should
be mindful of these things. Let me just highlight the
challenges women face in getting assistance from the
Gender Affairs Department. We have passed this policy
but then a problem arose where one asked what will
happen if one woman wants to use the programme
under the ministry of Home Affairs; the Genders affairs
programme, earns more than P500…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Gender Affairs, not
Genders.

MR MOSWAANE: I got you Honourable Member
for that correction, you are a pastor and you corrected
well. Honourable Members, let us consider these
challenges to avoid the money being returned without
people benefiting from it. We should be very clear as
to what we want because initially a maid who earned
P1000 or P800 was allowed to get assistance through
this programme but now they have cut the beneficiation
amount to P500, I therefore do not know what qualifies
the P500 that has been put as the qualifying factor to
benefit from the department because this is not a poverty
eradication scheme but a women empowerment scheme.
I just want us to look into this and review it so that
women could benefit. Other particulars that are needed
when applying, documents such as affidavits; I do not
know how it happens for one to fill in an affidavit form
at Women Empowerment Scheme while at Citizen
Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA) that
form is not required. Honourable Minister, these are the
challenges that are cropping up to this scheme. When
men apply, they are not required to fill in an affidavit but
as for women, it is required, why is it like that?
Youth: we do not follow as to how things are done
when it comes to the budget allocation for youth. Let
me take Francistown for example; we have used the
budget allocation properly but we have no access to the
money because someone is not sure as to whether the
money will be sufficient enough to complete what it was
budgeted for or not, but the money is there and we have
not accessed it for four months now. There is no how
the funds could be closed out on the youth, let this fund
be made accessible so that the youth could continue
benefiting from the fund until the funds are exhausted.
We will find ourselves in difficult times with no money.
Minister of Education and Skills Development, you
should be careful of this. You will find that there are
some students who are admitted into government
tertiary schools but such students are not enrolled with
the school yet the school will continue to get funding for
that particular student from the DTEF. I urge you to look
into this matter because it is very bad. When students go
to enquire about their admissions, they will be told that
they have been admitted and even their payments are
made to the school and one gets to wonder where this
money goes. This is something that should be looked
into to find out if there are some corrupt employees. Let
us be careful of such things because they will put us in
trouble.
The Ministry of Education and Skills Development
and all of us, let us bear in mind that we spend a lot
of money on Education, but we are not getting any
results. I wonder what is happening Minister and just an
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example, a Diploma holder can be given a Standard one
to four class and such children will still fail. I wonder
how they fail. I am suspicious that something is not right
somewhere. I strongly believe that if I am a Diploma
holder and given a Standard four class, there is no way
they can fail. But children are continually failing yet
they are taught by qualified teachers. Is there a problem
between teachers and the Ministry which can land us in
trouble? These are some of the things that I would like
us to look into so that as we continue to improve, we
should find out if we are on the same board with them
regarding the situation we are in. We should look into
these things so that we do not approve funds which may
not benefit us at the end.
Health; the Francistown City Council is not well
Honourable Minister. The funds are increased but some of
the responsibilities of the Nyangabwe Referral Hospital
are being taken away. Let us allow the Nyangabwe
Referral Hospital to be a fully-fledged referral hospital.
Patients should not be taken from Francistown to
Serowe. Let doctors who are based in Serowe be there
and those in Mahalapye be in Mahalapye as well. If
we run a centre of excellence in Mahalapye, I do not
think the Mahalapye Hospital should take the worth of
Nyangabwe Hospital then. If it is in Serowe, the same
thing applies. In addition to that Minister, we want the
sick people of Francistown to have a District Hospital.
Those are the things that I think should be done.
Minister of Lands and Housing...
MADAM SPEAKER: Your time is up.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): I thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me also comment on the Budget
Speech that has been presented to us by the Minister of
Finance and Development Planning.
In his speech, the Minister...
MR MOLATLHEGI: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. There is no quorum, some Members
have sneaked out.
MADAM SPEAKER: We are quorated even though
we have wasted time.
MR KESUPILE: Madam Speaker, we have heard
the Minister`s speech and we also hear the ululations
of the members of the Botswana Democratic Party and
yesterday Honourable Moswaane even recited a poem
to show praise to this Budget. Surprisingly, after such
a powerful praise, there followed serious lamentations.
And one wonders why he is crying because he was not
expected to be one of those.
The President of the UDC who is also the Leader of
Opposition in Parliament has extensively responded to
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your speech and even stated the concern that we have
that we always raise.
With regards to the military, I am concerned that
when there is need for increasing doctors, we think
of a training school; when we think of increasing the
police, we think of the police college; when we think
of teachers, we think of training colleges, but when
it comes to soldiers, nothing has been done about the
military academy that has long been promised but
soldiers from other countries always come here for
training. They train in old asbestos houses that the
BDF was given at its inception. They go back to their
countries well trained from the shacks. I am worried that
at this point in time, at 50 years of independence, we
still do not have a military academy; an academy which
enriches and empowers the excellence of soldiers.
It is inspiring for the Government to be saying that they
want an inclusive growth in which communities will
partake in growing the economy and benefitting from
it. I believe that the Botswana budget cannot afford to
support the inclusive growth that you are talking about
because when the Ministries submit their proposals
they do not show any support for inclusive growth, that
is one point that you always raise but it is impossible
for the Ministers to abide by it. Let me give you an
example, when you are busy with inclusive growth,
the government is busy entertaining the mushrooming
of settlements. You will hear of new settlements and as
time goes on you will be told that the old settlements
have been changed to become villages. Allowing a
settlement means they will not have services such as
clinics, schools and the roads because in most of the
cases they are referred to as unrecognised settlements
although they are citizens of this country who have the
right to benefit from the services in this country.
There are people called squatters who come from
different areas to stay in towns illegally. When they are
there they have no right to services that they deserve.
They then end up interrupting the plan of Councils. In
these settlements and squatters there is a lot of poverty,
high rate of unemployment and shortage of services.
Therefore if inclusive growth is not going to mention
anything just like you are not saying anything about
these people, it means it would not be there. The other
thing that causes concern is the people with disabilities.
It looks like they are not going to benefit anything from
this budget. They are called with different names such
as ‘part of the vulnerable people.’ That word is used but
they never benefit anything. We are told that they should
be grouped into those who are severely and profoundly
handicapped. Those will then be given P300.00 and they
should appreciate.
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When you presented your budget speech on the 3rd of
February 2014, you stated that out of 63 people with
special disabilities, 38 of them have been hired by the
government and they will be working there so that
they get pension too. I realised at that time that the
Honourable Members that side of the aisle were very
happy hoping that we will be excited too but you know
that if it was UDC (Umbrella for Democratic Change)...
MR MOLATLHEGI: Clarification. I thank you Madam
Speaker. No I heard the Honourable Member saying
when he was still a member of Botswana Democratic
Party, are you aware that all of you that side were once
members of the Botswana Democratic Party?
MR KESUPILE: I thank you Honourable Member. It is
not a problem to move from the Botswana Democratic
Party morespecially after realising that it is not a
compassionate party. You will come running this side
and we shall welcome you. In the register...
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Point of order. I think we have
lost quorum, Honourable Nkaigwa has just walked out.
MADAM SPEAKER: My officer says they are 21,
check first. Continue Honourable. Nobody should go
out Honourable members.
MR KESUPILE: Do not worry Honourable Member
when you want to cross you will find Honourable
Gaolathe waiting for you with an amazing smile. In the
Commissioner of social benefits’s register it looks like
there are 4192 people with disabilities registered. In
Southern District, the register has 1709. It then means
we cannot keep bragging if we have only 38 people who
are employed. It is clear that we do not know the number
of people with disabilities in this country. Therefore the
thought of having inclusive growth in this economy
indicates that there are things that we are not going to
include. Those who will never benefit from the services
of this country.
The people with disabilities have been ignored by the
Ministry of Education, it failed to initiate the Revised
National Policy on Education. They failed and today
they have a new initiative called Education and Training
Strategic Sector Plan (ETSSP), a new vision and they
have shelved the first one; they are saying we should
expect skill development. We are sure that the people
with special disabilities are not going to benefit from the
programme.
For these years there is no pre-vocational education
programme…

MR MAKGALEMELE: On a point of elucidation. We
had requested to be made aware of those who have not
yet come forward. Honourable Minister please inform
us of those who could have been excluded from your
constituency so that they also get to benefit from the
services.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): I heard you
Honourable Minister, but there should be an effective
procedure put in place that the government can use to
find and register people with disabilities rather than
focusing only on the 5 or 6 types that are common in
this country.
It is not only the Ministry of Education that failed
the people with disabilities, the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development failed to even
have a plan in the Thematic Approach programme to
assist them.
Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs have long
abandoned them. There are no sheltered workshops
with the aim of finding employment for people with
disabilities. There are no strategies like those we see
happening in other countries, of plans to help people
with disability get employment after studying, to have
a home or marry if they want to. We just call them
vulnerable and never make them a priority.
Ministry of Health did not help in any way. In other
countries there is an Early Detection Programme for
Early Intervention. We have been independent for 50
years, but none of these thoughts have occurred to us.
When the office of the President was opened, we thought
it will bring big changes and order but it turned into a
public relations office. All their focus is on statistics of
different sectors. We expected more from them but they
failed to deliver.
People with disabilities are living in poverty due to lack
of employment, similar to people living in settlements
(squatters).
We have observed the Botswana Democratic Party
and some of us were even its members. Their policies,
tactics and ideas will never exterminate poverty. All that
needs to happen is for 2019 to arrive and bring some
positive changes otherwise nothing will ever change.
Honourable Minister, you are leading one of the most
important Ministries in the country and you say you want
thematic approach to development whilst the Ministries
were not predisposed to the thematic approach to
economic development. It is going to be impossible
for this budget to support the thematic approach. We
will be observing if there will be efficiency, capability
and whether there will be a responsible use of funds.
Hansard No 182

17

Thursday 11thFebruary, 2016

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 No. 1 OF 2016 Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

We will be observing if thematic approach will bring
greater cooperation and greater collaboration. We are
hoping that there will be a collaborative memorandum
of agreements which shows how they will be working
together. We are hoping that there will be a different
approach to preparing businesses to create employment.
We are going to start off by assessing their budget,
whether the thematic approach is comprehensible and
whether it’s going to produce positive results.
I will like to make this request because your Ministry
is very important Honourable Minister, we are left
with only few years and with Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) growing stronger your return to that
position might be uncertain.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR KESUPILE: On behalf of the nation I would like
to invite you to go and address the residents of Kanye
South, and ignore the misconception that people won’t
understand you when you talk about money because it
is mandatory at this time in which you are in possession
of the money for the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP). People are expecting different changes and we are
hoping the 1 billion will aid different programmes. You
need to go out there and see just how the Ministers are
failing their constituencies. Schools are not improving.
Roads are not developed even though there are funds
availed for that purpose. I recently had a gathering in
Tonota Primary school. You need to visit this school
Honourable Minister after visiting the different areas in
the Southern District to see what it is that your budget
will be used for and whether it will be enough.
Let me get to another point of my debate; the problem
that we have Minister is that the Botswana Democratic
Party is in power because the people believe if a
person has messed up, you have to let them rectify
things before you make them leave. Policies of the
Botswana Democratic Party are continually causing
more damage; more poverty, increased unemployment
rate, students graduating from college without any job
opportunities. Although Honourable Makgalemele
says that ‘this budget caters for the poor and needy’
that is just small talk, that is what is always said that
the budgets caters for the poor but there is not even a
single one which assisted the poor. The situation keeps
worsening; we cannot continue assuring Batswana that
it will get better. When a person raises his/her concern
the response is that it shall be well, we can no longer say
that anymore. Situations will worsen if we keep relying
on the Botswana Democratic Party.
Vision 2016 has failed, right now we are preparing for
Vision 2036, we should keep hoping and forget about
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our past failures. There is no hope that the situation
will be better, we are no longer going to give you that
chance, you only have up to 2019 and then you have to
resign so that we can put serious people into power who
will…
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you for yielding
Honourable Kesupile. In other words, are you saying
they should be setting Vision 2036 to Vision 2019
because that is the end of their term?
MR KESUPILE: Precisely Honourable Member. In
fact they should just end with Vision 2016 as it proved to
be futile. Vision backyard garden was later implemented
and spoilt the nation’s goals, so setting to Vision 2019
is a better alternative. Minister even after all I have said
I will however approve your budget so that we can see
how the different Ministries are going to present which
will reflect the thematic approach and its progress at a
later stage. Honourable Minister, you sometimes hold
meetings at Kanye, I will have to set up an appointment
for one. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MAJAGA (NATA/GWETA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Like the rest of my colleagues I would also
like to commend Honourable Matambo to have
presented 2016/2017 budget. Let me indicate that the
budget speech is nothing new as we are in the Eleventh
Parliament it will be progressive so that the country
can continue implementing projects and developing
the nation. The first thing I noticed in Honourable
Matambo’s speech is that all the recurrent budget is
allocated to the Ministry of Education and this is not the
first time. For the past two three years, the lion’s share
of the budget has always been allocated to education.
One may wonder that through all these large chunks
being allocated to Ministry of Education are there any
significant results? That is the first question Batswana
ask whenever they are listening to this budget, they
simply want to hear which Ministry will get a large
share. When they hear that it has been allocated to
education, my constituents including myself become
so disappointed when they realize that the quality of
education is still low. We have to ensure that as we give
this Ministry of Education a lion’s share the results
improve.
In some schools especially at the rural villages I am
from, you will find that for about two months there
will be no teachers yet we are allocating funds to the
Ministry of Education, schools such as Manxotai and
Sepako, and this is not the first time even in the past
years. This situation needs to be seriously addressed so
that as we celebrate educating our children we should
see improved results, we should stop sending temporary
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teachers to remote areas that is when Batswana will
believe in the education system. That thing really
bothers me so much that I had to comment about this
looking at the funds allocated to education.
This is will cause Batswana to lose hope in the
budget system. Should we as Batswana‘s political
representatives and Ministers in general have citizens
who do not understand the budget system. There is
a need for all Batswana to be educated and know
that budget runs this country and when Honourable
Matambo presents it that is the fundamental of the
country’s governance.
We should ensure that we educate other Batswana in
areas like Shakawe and Gweta for example about the
budget and what they should expect or should not expect
from it. We are grateful that there are some companies
that are owned by the government that continue to make
profit. Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) and
the Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC) are two such
entities. There are quite a number of parastatals in this
country and I believe that perhaps we should consider a
merger of these companies because they are too many. I
say this because some of them have really impoverished
this country. A typical example is Air Botswana which
never fails to be part of the supplementary budget and
yet it is not bringing any revenue into the country. The
money that could be used to develop the country is
rather used to bail it out.
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Honourable
Ntlhaile, you cannot leave.
MR MAJAGA: I was still explaining that such
companies are not making any profits and so we should
put some monitoring mechanisms in place to establish
why they fail to bring any contribution to the country’s
economy. We cannot keep on approving money to
allocate to those companies whilst they are not adding
any value to the country.
An entity like the Botswana Vaccine Institute (BVI) can
be transformed and its performance could add value
to the economy. Botswana has long been known for
agriculture worldwide and so this company can produce
medicines that could be bought by countries as far as in
Asia and the Middle East. They need medicines for their
livestock. We can export a lot of these medications, and
BVI can end up being one of the world class parastatals
that can also provide employment and also add to the
economy so that developments can be made. Madam
Speaker when you get to page 14, of the budget we
have a lot of programs that are geared towards helping
the nation. I should state that when it comes to people
living with disabilities, the budget allocated to them

should indicate that we are indeed living the Vision
2016 pillar that talks of a compassionate and caring
nation. The budget catering for the old age pensioners
and the orphans is also satisfactory. We should intensify
our efforts when it comes to programs like Ipelegeng
and ensure that we train Batswana such that they can
be able to graduate from Ipelegeng. I say this because
most of Batswana are no longer looking for a more
meaningful employment, they would rather spend most
of their time working for Ipelegeng. People no longer
want to work in farms and cattle post and rather prefer
to work at Ipelegeng however there is nothing much to
be done there. We should really stand up and ensure that
the practice comes to a stop.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of clarification. The
Honourable Member is debating very well however I
wanted to ask him if at all he is aware that herd boys
and maids explained that they prefer to work Ipelegeng
because they are not treated right by the employers. The
say that they are not paid well and are normally given a
sack of maize meal and a worn pair of pants as payment.
Thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Member. All
those are just excuses because the law is there and there
are departments that one can lodge a complaint at if
they are not paid accordingly. They know that with the
Ipelegeng program they do not do much. The reason
why the economy of this country is declining like this
is because we take the tax payer’s money and plough it
into programs like Ipelegeng. The numbers of people
working for Ipelegeng should range around 40 as it
was when the country first gained independence unlike
now where we can have around 150 people in an area
enrolled into the program.
When it comes to the big farms the owners complain
about lack of farm laborers. They believe that
Honourable Batshu’s ministry should make the laws
cheap and easy for one to employ workers form
Zimbabwe since Batswana are not interested. I am also
experiencing the same problem in my constituency. A lot
of farmers in my constituency have formed themselves
into associations and their complaint is that they cannot
find workers. I think we need to improve the work ethics
of Batswana by educating them that it is not wrong to
work for another Motswana. They should acknowledge
that it is alright to work for another Motswana just as
it is done in other developed countries where people
work for their fellow nationals. People work in different
sectors and not only for the government. One other issue
that I should talk about in this budget is that Honourable
Matambo was advised by different experts during the
Hansard No 182
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allocation of this budget and what we have to do as
leaders is to educate our people not to only depend on
the government. For the past 52 years, this Government
being in power, the budget of this country is based
solely on the government. In most developed countries
companies get tenders from others and not only the
government unlike here where one starts a business in
order to get tenders form the government. If we cannot
get serious and ensure that we diversify our economy
then we are going to have a problem because once we
are faced with a problem in the economic sector as we
see currently then we are going to experience some
problems.
People are hoping to get tenders form the government,
but in other countries even if the government does
not have money, their companies would find a way to
continue operating. Therefore Honourable Matambo, we
really have to assist you, as well as assist the Ministry of
Finance and Development Planning so that people could
know that we are not only supposed to depend on the
government. I just wanted to touch on that one. If you
allow me Mr Speaker, one of the learned researchers
once said, ‘a leader is the one who knows the way, who
goes the way and should go the way,’ therefore what I
wanted to say was that…
MR SPEAKER: What are you doing there Honourable
Member, are you quoting or what?
MR MAJAGA: Yes, I had requested to quote something
from one of the experts.
MR SPEAKER: Ok, I did not hear you, so if you want
to quote you can do it now.
MR MAJAGA: Oh, thank you Mr Speaker. I was
saying one of the authors; John C. Maxwell once said ‘a
leader is the one who knows the way, goes the way and
shows the way’.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member I am requesting
that when you quote you should clearly enlighten us
where that quote is coming from, which book, which
year so that others can also make a follow up for
themselves and learn as you have.
MR MAJAGA: I had mentioned Mr Speaker that it
was from a book by Mary Webb, I am done. She was
showing us as leaders what type of person a leader
ought to be, and what it is they are expected to do. It
seems like most of the leaders are not teaching people
about the budget; budget should not just be a burden of
the government. Private companies should take part or
play a role in growing the economy. This is something
which should be done by us as the government, not that
we should always keep lamenting about the Budget and
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the Economic Stimulus Package (ESP) all the time.
What role are we playing? That is why I was bringing
in that quote.
Mr Speaker as we drive the government, our public
servants are the ones who do everything which drives
the government. It is indeed true that if you want to
grow the economy, you have to pay the public servants
or employees very well. The reasons are that those are
the tax payers at the end of the day. I hope everybody
knows that revenue is generated through the Botswana
Unified Revenue Services (BURS), then diamonds, and
that is it. As the government if we fail to stand up for
people and ensure that they are paid well, growing the
economy is going to be ineffectual because the people
who are supposed to pay tax would not have any money.
We really have to consider them knowing that they can
boost this economy because they are the consumers or
buyers in this country. With regards to companies, you
may find that a company would operate in Botswana and
in South Africa as well. Such a company would be given
a tender but one would end up discovering that the profit
which they make here would be used here as well as in
other countries. The employees on the other hand would
definitely end up using their earnings in Botswana.
I want to reiterate that we should really consider our
public employees, and desire or aspire to see them
being paid like those in the neighbouring countries,
even in the Southern African Development Committee
(SADC) region. At this point in time we should not be
seeing such a vast difference between them and their
counterparts. That will also boost their moral in the
workplace. We would see them being more productive
knowing that all is well. I just wanted to touch on that
point because as the government, although they have a
bargaining council, we should also be clear; our voice
should be audible enough with regard to where we stand
concerning them. Therefore these are some of the things
we should be talking about when we are in this House;
we should speak without fear because we are Batswana
and we are in our country, we have to advocate for them.
Mr Speaker, as Batswana we still have a challenge with
growing the economy. The reasons are that those who
are very rich in this country are the only few who will
progress or who will become successful. I was thinking
as the leadership, as this Parliament we should note that
we always say Batswana should register companies,
especially the youth, and then we give them tenders,
which are for a short while. I definitely disagree with
this that we are going to say tenders will be there,
referring to tenders of building two rooms; if we want
the economy of the country to grow, we should see the
youth or Batswana in this country buying shares from
big companies, but they do not have money to buy those
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shares. There is a need to make certain laws which will
impress upon organisations like Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA) to give the youth
funds so that they could acquire or buy shares from
big companies, so that they could compete via those
companies. Therefore those are some of the things we
can do as this House; enabling the youth to buy shares,
since at the moment Botswana Telecommunications
Limited (BTCL) is selling shares. If we do not empower
them through those initiatives of giving them funds to
buy shares from big companies, any big company; they
will continue to be beggars because these big companies
in our country will only be owned by few people. Gone
are the days where CEDA assisted Batswana in clusters
or groups, they should assist the young people by giving
them revenue to buy shares. We should see the youth
having shares in companies like PEP, Cash Bazaars,
and all those companies which are there, many of them.
We should know that they are benefiting. For us to say
they will only be assisted by the government by giving
them tenders; one taking two years and then later all
the companies will be closed down. I just had to make
that point, these are some of the points that we should
consider without fearing anything. We should say it out
rightly without necessarily seeking to gain anything or
basing on anything.
Mr Speaker there is an issue of the ESP, this programme
is not bad at all, but I will point out where the challenges
are going to come from. Programmes have always been
there, they are not starting now. We are forgetting that
we are in the 11th parliament and these programmes have
been there. We have a problem with the just introduced
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) because we are
still running with the National Development Plan 10 and
we are going to merge all the developments that were to
be done in the NDP 8, 9, 10 and 11. All the developments
could not take place because of the economic downturn.
When we look back at the District Development 6 at the
councils and NDP 8 to date; ESP cannot cover all the
projects that were not done. I am well aware that this
programme will not run for a year but for three years.
Since we have a lot of pending projects, ESP is going
to go down slowly and Batswana are expecting to see
all developments in a period of one year, which is not
the case. Since ESP is a Botswana Democratic Party
programme, it is going to take years to implement. Even
if it could take three years, most of the projects will not
be complete, that one is a fact. This is because when you
take my constituency for example…I had wanted to cry
in this parliament today but members of parliament are
not in but I will just do so because there is a town called
Sowa, maybe I should request that the honourable house
visits Sowa town for a day…

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, you mean
raising concerns by crying, and not literally crying?
MR MAJAGA: You got me well Mr Speaker. I have
a problem in my constituency. When I look at the ESP
Mr Speaker, my constituents told me that they wait
the implementation of the programme. I am also in
agreement with the constituents that we are waiting
for its implementation. We have Mosetse dam which
was planned for but it did not start but at the same time
because we have shortage of water. Of all the projects
that were done, why was Mosetse dam shelved? When I
take the Francistown /Nata road, which is the oldest road
in this republic; a 40 year old road. It is not there but it
is one of the things which should be there. I had thought
that the Ministry of Lands and Housing and Ministry
of Minerals Energy and Water Resources were the most
failing Ministries because in my constituency…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are talking behind
their backs.
MR MAJAGA: I am not talking behind anybody’s
back in Parliament, I am a people’s representative.
MR SPEAKER: No, address me as the Chair
Honourable Member, and do not address side remarks.
They might mislead you.
MR MAJAGA: I do not talk behind anybody’s back
in this Parliament because I represent people from
the Nata/Gweta constituency. They are concerned
and they wanted to know the benefits of the ESP to
their constituency, especially that we have a backlog
of projects dating as far back as NDP 8, they were
wondering is they will ever be implemented. I am
supposed to bring those concerns to this House. Why
would I talk behind their back while I have been elected
into this House and not put into House by anyone? What
I want to say is that land…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! It is noisy. Honourable
Majaga, please hold it there, it is noisy. Please minimize
your voices.
MR MAJAGA: Land at Nata/Gweta Constituency.
Sowa town has a soda ash mine, and it hosts the largest
tourism attraction site, we have the Nata Sanctuary
and Makgadikgadi Framework which connects Nata to
Mosu but the Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC) is
failing to construct houses there. There are no offices
and the officers have been occupying staff houses as
their offices. I want to propose that maybe we should
form a team of 10 members of parliament and consult
the Ministry of Lands and request for that we be given
the powers to carry out projects there, and maybe
people will see us building malls and houses so that that
Hansard No 182

21

Thursday 11thFebruary, 2016

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 No. 1 OF 2016 Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

community could have somewhere to stay. Honourable
Matambo, we can go if the land board can give us the go
ahead. There is just plenty of land at Sowa town but the
way those people are living it does not look like they are
in a mining town. Soda ash mine runs 24 hours. There
is one Mowana mine which is currently closed but the
Sowa mine has not closed down.
Therefore this is why I had wished for Honourable
Maele to be here so that I tell him my constituents are
not happy with his ministry. There has not been any
land allocation for the past 25 years because everything
should be done by the ministry of lands and housing.
No industry has been allocated land for those years.
There are those Batswana who are in remote areas and
do not have service centres and I have requested Ms
Tshireletso…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso.
MR MAJAGA: Honourable Tshireletso, to go and see
those people in Tshwaanemaleledi; their land has been
taken to make way for the town, and they could be given
plots in that town to develop it. They are still wondering
what has become of them. Those are some of the things
that I want ESP to address; layouts and plots in towns
such as Sowa, rather than always saying there is no
land…
MR SPEAKER: You time is up Honourable Member.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order Mr
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Speaker. Mr Speaker, I
am touched as to how the Honourable Member has been
going on about Sowa town, is it not possible you to give
him extra five minutes?
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mokgware you are
delaying us.
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): Thank you
Mr Speaker and thank you Honourable Members of
this Honourable House. Let me begin by wishing you
and Madam Speaker and all the Honourable Members
in this House, Batswana at large, a prosperous 2016
and prosperity in many years to come. On the few
occasions that I have stood up in this House, I have
always reiterated that our country is now at a crossroads
and I want to repeat that again today. Some of you here
especially on the other side of the aisle enjoy the luxury
of German machines. The Germans are perfectionists
in many aspects, in industry and on the side of sports.
I would like to give an example of their perfection
by illustrating an action that they took on the side of
sport. In the year 2002, Germany failed to attain a
direct qualification for the Korea-Japan world cup, and
in the year 2004 Germany was also eliminated at the
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European championships in the knockout stages. They
became realistic and realised that they needed to come
up with a long term plan because the problems that they
were encountering could not be resolved by short term
plans or shortcuts. One of the lessons that I was taught
by my father; may his soul rest in peace, was that there
are no shortcuts in life. And the Germans after the 2004
embarrassment acknowledged this, and they went back
to the drawing board, they set up a 10-year plan. Their
10-year plan was targeting Brazil 2014, and we all know
what has happened in Brazil in the world cup in 2014.
Here is a nation that set out on a 10-year plan with a
specific target, and indeed in 2014 they did achieve the
results of the specific targeting. Football is a game of
luck, there is an element of luck that always plays a
role in a game of football. And I must admit that the
Germans of course despite their excellence did have an
element of luck. But the fact of the matter is they did
achieve the results of their 10-year targeted plan.
In 1996 we set out as a country on 20-year vision or
plan, that in the next 20 years this is what we would
love to have achieved as a country; 20 years not 10. We
are on the 20th year; we have the Honourable Member
coming into Parliament to deliver what he called his last
Budget Speech I guess for the 20-year vision in the last
year of the 20 years. But he is not apprising this House
as to what achievements have been made in that 20-year
vision of target, and he makes mention of the next 20year vision. Mr Minister, how are we as a nation going
to be able to embark on another 20-year vision before
we have all rigorously interrogated the success and
failures of the past vision? We have not been availed any
evaluation of the failures and success of Vision 2016,
and already there is a push for establishment of a new
vision...
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MR MATAMBO): Correction. Thank
you Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Member
Kgoroba. My recollection is that I stated in the Budget
Speech that the evaluation of Vision 2016 was ongoing.
So, I wonder how on earth I would have come with
the results when the evaluation is still on-going. In
any event, I also indicated in the speech that there is a
plan to submit Vision 2036 to Parliament later on, and
I have no doubt in my own mind that at times it will be
a good opportunity while presenting the next vision to
indicate what happened during the last vision. So, the
speech could not have covered that, it would have been
premature. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order!
Honourable Minister, what you are saying is on Page 7
Paragraph 28.
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MR KGOROBA: Well, he did mention that, I
acknowledge that, but my point is that at this point in
time I guess we should be having at least 90 per cent
of the report on Vision 2016 about its failures and
successes.
We have to when setting up our vision have very basic
fundamental targets as to what we really intend to
achieve. And even after 50 years of independence, we
still have a half-baked kind of literate society, after 50
years of independence. My take is that with proper and
prudent management of governance, we should be at a
point whereby at this point in time we are across the
halfway of the 50 per cent line of achieving empowering
our people with a good quality education.
My take is that the best empowerment that any
government can give or usher to its people is wisdom.
And in this present day and age, you cannot usher any
wisdom to the people which is lacking in education.
The wisdom that we can help our nation attain can also
be enhanced by a good quality education system, or a
world class education system which we are very far
from achieving. After listening to Honourable Kesupile
about the state of the classrooms that you yourself went
through Honourable Minister, you can realise that if we
are still just failing to maintain the physical condition
of our schools, then we are still very far away from
achieving the real aspects that would take our education
to a better level or closer to world class level. That is
very, very critical because we can have all the money
like we have had the diamond boom of the 80’s and
which also went over to the 90’s, but we still have our
people in this poverty and poverty state, it is a sign that
maybe in approaching the empowerment aspect, we fail
to pick up the proper elements that could give or propel
our people to a better quality education.
Our diamonds are about to run dry if my information
serves me well, we should be left with between 10-15
years and if we are lucky maybe 20 years. We cannot
afford now to gamble with the future of this country, we
really have to apply our minds appropriately so that there
are no misses. We should have set targets of uplifting our
people from the poverty they are in, empowering our
people, skills development, so that whatever may come
in the future, we have laid a foundation for our people to
be able to survive, not only in this country but anywhere
else in the world. More especially again looking at the
prospects of the threat by artificial diamonds which, if
I am not wrong, the Honourable Minister did allude
to. But live events keep on unfolding; we cannot be
certain that in the next ten years or fifteen years, even
if our diamonds are still there, there is no certainty that
diamonds will still be a product that an economy can
rely on. Something can come up which can turn the

tables around and we will find ourselves in a desperate
situation. That is why we cannot afford to gamble with
the future of our people on projects that satisfy the
whims and hobbies, passions and greed of some people.
That is something that should now become history. It is
important that we nip it in the bud and…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction.
MR KGOROBA: You never give me a chance; I will
not give you a chance.
The only good investment that we can have for our
people is human development. Let us take a leaf from our
Zimbabwean neighbours who had invested adequately
in good quality education. When the pawpaw hits the
fan, they were able to survive, despite the economic
woes that their country was faced with. Even under very
challenging circumstances, they still do survive. Today
their economy has not recovered but Zimbabweans
still find a way of surviving either within Zimbabwe
or outside Zimbabwe. Many years after their stupid
President single-handedly destroyed their economy.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member, you
cannot say that in the Botswana Parliament about the
President of another country.
MR KGOROBA: I withdraw; I withdraw Mr Speaker.
The Target 20 000, for instance…
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): On a
point of order. Mr Speaker, I stand on a point of order
similar to the one that invoked you to cause a Member to
retract his statement and I would want to go further and
appeal to him, request him, for the sake of maintaining
the integrity of this House, to not only withdraw but to
apologise because it was specific reference to a country
that he is speaking of. We all know and we have friendly
relations with that country. So I would not want us to
pass it slightly; this House would be totally out of order
if we allowed a colleague to disparage the name of a
sitting Head of State of our neighbouring country.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba, take the advice
and do as you are told.
MR KGOROBA: I am doing exactly that; I withdraw
and apologise sincerely Honourable Vice President. I
know that in the…
MR MANGOLE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, very well
appreciating the advice you gave and the advice given
by His Honour the Vice President, I would want you or
the Vice President to tell us whether the House was in
order that time when former Member of Parliament and
Minister Skelemani, in this House referred to a sitting
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President of a country as a disc jockey. Was the House
out of order by then? Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mangole, I cannot
answer for the matter that happened when I was not
here, I will only concentrate on what is happening today.
If at that time he said something that you felt he should
have withdrawn and he never did that, I am not going
back to that issue. The only thing that I know right now
is that we have been doing well and I am asking you that
we continue do so.
MR MANGOLE: Point of procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker, we are learning. I am made to understand and
I do believe that sometimes this House sets precedence
whereby a statement that was made in the House or an
action that was taken in the House would have a bearing
on a future action similar to what was happening. We
set ourselves precedence, that is why the other time or
yesterday Madam Speaker said something was not in
the Standing Order but it is out of practice. The fact that
he said it in this House and nothing was done means he
set precedence.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mangole, that is not
true. We have the procedure that we are following. I also
do not remember where he said all those things; however
it does not mean that if he once made that mistake we
should not reprimand him. We have the right to correct
where we feel something went wrong.
MR KGOROBA: Yes, I know that in the fiscal space
which the Minister prepared the 2016/2017 was tough;
and 2015/2016 was projected to generate a surplus of
P1.23 billion but ended up recording a deficit of P4.2
billion. We are therefore in a situation whereby for
the second year running, we have a budget deficit and
this calls for concern. The budget should therefore
have laid out the clear growth strategy for the setting
on a sustainable path, simply calling on Ministries to
exercise restraint in requesting for additional funding
through supplementary budget during the course of
the financial year or imploring upon all contractors to
demonstrate their social responsibility and ensure that
projects are delivered on time. It is not a growth strategy
Mr Minister. The Minister stated that the priorities of his
2016/2017 Budget are economic growth, employment
creation and poverty eradication…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are reading.
MR KGOROBA: No, that is beside the point. I have to
read of course. You want me to say the things that you
will hold against me. I have to refer and…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba, they are in
order, you are not supposed to read. You can refer to
your notes.
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MR KGOROBA: No, bowing my head does not
necessarily mean I am reading. I am focusing on my
notes so that I do not miss any point. I am not reading, if
I was reading I could be holding my notes up like this but
they are down. The 50 per cent increase in the defence
spending is astounding Mr Minister. I do not agree with
that amount of spending. The growth strategy for me
would have been to focus on enabling environment
for the private sector to grow and generate wealth and
jobs. Instead the Minister spent only a paragraph talking
about an enabling environment for the private sector,
which in my view is a priority in the private sector to
create jobs that we are all desperately looking for.
The Minister states that the government continues to
undertake various measures to deregulate the goods
and labour market with a view of improving efficiency
and that specifically government has intensified the
implementation of the reform road map and action
plan for doing business in Botswana. This is not good
enough because the budget is an instrument that is at
the disposal of the Minister to influence economic and
business reforms. There is absolutely no mention Mr
Minister…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kgoroba, kindly
sit down first. I had assumed that take my advice
because Standing Order 51.5 reads, “a Member except
the mover of the motion may not read his or her speech
but he or she may read extracts from books or papers
in support of his or her argument or may refresh his or
her memory by reference to notes.” Now may I implore
you to take note of the advice that I gave you. You can
only refer just to refresh your memory. Please abide
Honourable Member.
MR KGOROBA: On top of that the reckless
immigration system also is another impediment to our
economic development and you make no mention of that
and I would have expected you to touch on that. Your
details Mr Minister are lacking and this cast aspersions
on this government’s ability to introduce reforms to
grow the private sector and indeed by implication, the
jobs that we so much look forward to.
Going back to the Target 20 000 that you have been
running around Mr President trying to promote, it could
have been a good initiative in the right direction only if
the mover really understood what it is all about. Because
unfortunately it is a concept that has been copied from
the UDC Manifesto and rather than swallow your pride
and come to the UDC to seek further clarification and
information on the concept, you steal it and run with it
and try to implement it when it is not your brain child.
That is why it is bound for failure and that is why it is
failing and that is why it is going to fail because it is not
your brain child.
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At times rather than misuse tax payer’s money, running
around the world with expensive flights and expensive
hotels Honourable Dr Madigele, on benchmarking
exercises, sometimes you do not need to do that. All
you need to do like in the case of this Target 20 000, is
just switch on a few air-conditions at Annexe 2 or some
board room and invite the humble guru Honourable M.
K. Gaolathe and President Gideon Boko to come and
assist on some of these things and you would not have a
problem. You would not have to go far to other countries
to try and benchmark. On this one of the Target 20 000
you would have simply done the most noble thing and
come to the UDC for advice.
The economic success of this country is by no means
some genius innovation by this government as you at
times claim. The economic success of this country is
a gift from God because we just found these minerals
underground, that is God’s gift. We did not come up
with any innovation for us to generate this economy,
the minerals were there. So I shy away at times at
the imagination of if God had not given this country
minerals, what would this BDP Government have
done? Where would we be as a nation, because even
as a foundation or something to work on, you still fail
to use this gift from God of minerals to catapult the
economy of this country to higher levels? You just kept
on sustaining it with the same minerals.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Clarification. Briefly I wanted to ask the
Honourable Member what might have motivated some
people to seek asylum as refugees before discovery
of minerals in this country and have since stayed and
prospered?
MR KGOROBA: I have not met those refugees, I
would have to first find out from them. So, really this
regime should now desist from boasting about having
catapulted the economy of this country to any levels
because it is not them, it is only God’s gift.
The Honourable Minister lost to the shortage of water
and electricity as key inputs in driving economic
activities which have hindered the growth. But he shies
away from acknowledging the irresponsibility part on
the side of this irresponsible government because for us
to be in this mess of shortage of electricity and water,
really it is lack of foresight and irresponsibility on the
side of those in government.
Honourable Matambo, prior to my knowing you, I had
heard so much praise about you, how intelligent a man
you are, how competent you are but you know, I have
never come across an intelligent competent man who
cannot admit failures. You know intelligent men admit
when they are at fault and when they have failed.

I want to add on to what Honourable Noah Salakae said,
“do the honourable thing Honourable Matambo and if
you do not cross, resign or retire,” because you really
have an illustrious career and I would hate to see you
tarnishing that illustrious career with faults that are not
of your doing, because of those whom you are serving.
The shenanigans who are exploiting the opportunities
that are there within this party. It is now a party that is
now surrounded by crooks and shenanigans. So…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba…
MR KGOROBA: I withdraw sincerely. I withdraw
Mr Speaker. The Honourable Minister suggests that
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) will boost
growth, promote economic diversification and create
jobs but he does not inform this House of measures that
have been put in place to evaluate such assertions. We
will not allow you. We will not allow the Honourable
Minister to come back into this House again next year
and feed us with the same rhetoric information year in
and year out. We would expect you now to come with
a proper evaluation and outcomes of the evaluation
processes of exactly how this ESP is going to generate
jobs and eradicate the poverty that you say it will. I do
not understand how fast tracking backlog of projects to
provide foundation for sustainable growth in the long
term. By the way when you say long term Mr Minister
can be relative. It can be the fifty (50) years within
which we have been independent, maybe we are talking
fifty (50) years, maybe we talking 20 years because we
have to evaluate in the end and when we evaluate we
should…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR KGOROBA: My time has run out. We should
evaluate based on… I am sorry Sir, my time has run out.
We should evaluate on the basis of what you projected.
You made mention of successes of some parastatals
and Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) is
one of the parastatal that you mentioned that has made
some profit. From what I know, I am made to believe
and I stand corrected that the BDC made its profit from
disposing of most or some of its fixed assets and it did
not necessarily make profit out of the normal business
activities and maybe I would appreciate if you could
provide us with the current fixed assets value against the
fixed assets value for the past two years and three years
so that we can be able to evaluate whether BDC is doing
well or is heading towards closing down.
Closing up Honourable Minister but before I get there,
as for the trouble-riddled Air Botswana it still really
boggles my mind why we are keeping this animal called
Air Botswana. To me it is like guzzling parasite because
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it keeps on guzzling Government funds and I do not
understand why we have to keep the Air Botswana.
We spent over many years, a lot of money on agriculture
from the times of Accelerated Rained Arable Programme
(ARAP) and today is Livestock Management and
Infrastructure Development (LIMID). This year we are
experiencing drought. If we can calculate the amount of
money that we have been spending recklessly in trying
to assist Batswana in ploughing, we could have done
better if we have had invested that money on irrigation
systems which could be assisting us with or without
rain.
One thing that I would like to look at again Mr Minister
is the drought that we are in this year. I believe not
much money was spent on ploughing as compared to the
past years and the cattle farmers are in a very difficult
situation. Consider diverting some of that money to
assisting cattle farmers because we cannot allow the
cattle industry to die because that is the only industry
that we know each and every Motswana depends on for
survival. Let us if possible divert some of the money in
assisting the cattle farmers between now and the raining
season in helping them buy food to feed their livestock.
This will help as we are currently facing a very dire
situation in as far as the survival of cattle is concerned
looking at the drought that has hit us and looking at
the time remaining before we get to the raining season
which is probably next December/January because the
timetable for rains has also changed. It is no longer
October/November like it used to be before. It has now
flipped over to January/February. In that case I do not
support this budget speech I prefer that it be reviewed…
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up.
MR KGOROBA: Thank you.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank
you very much Mr Speaker for the opportunity to say
few a words in response to the budget speech. For
me this is a status quo budget. It is a budget that does
not promise Batswana anything much different from
what the last budget promised. The budget speech has
raised more questions Mr Speaker, than it has provided
answers.
When the President delivered his State of the Nation
Address (SONA) he introduced Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP) and he did not provide any details.
He promised that the budget speech will provide the
details that we needed then. The President only talked
about ESP in general terms. The President outlined or
mentioned areas or sectors that would benefit from the
ESP in general terms. He promised that Honourable
Matambo through the budget speech would provide the
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details. I am one of the people Mr Speaker who went
to address Kgotla meetings across my constituency.
The purpose for those meetings was to inform people
about what had transpired in the past Parliament that
ended in December and to consult them about this
current Parliament. They asked me a lot of questions.
Honourable Khan and I had joint Kgotla meetings. At
these meetings…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmatli. We have
lost quorum. I was busy looking you in the eyes hence
I did not notice those who sneaked out. Honourable
Molao call them. We have lost quorum.
DR MMATLI: I had said that the President had talked
about ESP in general terms. He only mentioned that
it would stimulate economic growth and would create
jobs…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Dow, please jot down the
points for Honourable Matambo. He has stepped out
briefly.
DR MMATLI: I was at the point where I was explaining
that I am one of the people who addressed Kgotla
meetings in my constituency. Honourable Khan and I
addressed a joint Kgotla meeting in Molepolole. A lot of
questions were asked about ESP, people wanted to know
about ESP. We did not have the right answers then, and
then we told them that we did not have enough time and
we will come back after this Sitting of Parliament where
we hoped to be more informed and enlightened about
ESP after listening to the budget speech.
Surprisingly Mr Speaker and sadly so, the budget speech
has not enlightened us about ESP. This is very sad. It has
provided no details and it repeats some aspects of the
Presidents’ speech. It says that…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Clarification. Thank you Dr Mmatli.
I saw you on the television looking very happy and
talking about the ESP in good light. Was it not you?
DR MMATLI: I will get to that later and explain
what was happening. I am saying at these meetings, I
explained about ESP and people asked me questions
that I could not answer. I promised them that after this
Sitting of Parliament, I would go back to explain to
them. I had hoped to get more clarity on what ESP is
all about and I am saying sadly, I have not been more
enlightened by the Minister. Safe to say that the Minister
has only repeated some aspects of the Presidents’ speech
by saying that ESP would create jobs, ESP would grow
the economy, and through ESP, they would eradicate
poverty. He has not provided details as to how many
jobs would be created. He has not provided details as
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to how the economy would be grown through this ESP.
All I have heard was some discordance between the
Presidents’ speech and the Ministers’ speech.
The President has told us that money will come from
foreign reserves and this money would be used to
develop the country. The Minister is telling us that there
is no such money that would come from the foreign
reserves. The Minister says…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order. Mr
Speaker, I think I have to raise this concern, that although
we are all Members of Parliament, I think there are
those in Government who have the responsibility to be
in this House listening to our concerns. Now it appears
like there is only the UDC or the Opposition who are in
this House. I do not think this is quite in order. It is like
they look down on us. I do appreciate Honourable Dow
taking minutes for the Honourable Minister Matambo,
but I am rather concerned Mr Speaker. Only seven of
them here? No.
MR SPEAKER: I understand you Honourable Member
and I will take it to the relevant people.
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker…
MR DAVIDS: Clarification. Mr Speaker I wanted to
know if it is not possible for us to move a vote and
throw out this budget, in view of the fact that we are
outnumbering them. Can we not move a vote now and
throw out this budget?
MR SPEAKER: What point are you rising on
Honourable Davids? Is it a point of clarification or what?
MR DAVIDS: No I stood on a point of procedure. I
want to move a vote without notice now…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! You are making too
much noise. I cannot even make out what you are saying.
Honourable Davids, I will treat that as just a comment.
DR MMATLI: I was at a point where I believe I
was trying to explain the incongruence between the
Ministers’ speech and the State of The Nation Address
by His Excellency the President. The President had said
the money would be withdrawn from foreign reserves
and the Minister is saying that is not where the money
is going to come from and that the money would come
from government savings. I am saying that is a serious
point of discordance between the two leaders in the
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP).
The second point of incongruence Mr Speaker is
where now the President suggested that the criteria for
selecting projects for inclusion as part of ESP, would

be a prospect for economic growth and job creation.
The Minister denied that it is not the case, although he
acknowledges that it is important to assess a prospect
for economic growth, he introduces another criterion
that seems to be more important to him. He says that the
project would have to have been approved through NDP
10. I do not know where we are heading if two leaders
cannot agree on how to carry on with developing this
country.
I have talked about lack of clarity of the budget speech.
It does not tell us how many jobs would be created. It
does not tell us how many graduates should expect to
get real full time jobs; it does not say so. It does not
tell us how many young people would leave Ipelegeng
and get in to real employment, it does not. The speech
is silent on that; it only talks in general terms that jobs
would be created. The speech does not tell us how
much economic growth in percentage terms would be
achieved and how that would be attained. It does not
say anything.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of order. I take
it that Honourable Kgoroba is equally a Member of
Parliament just like Honourable Dr Mmatli. The other
time Honourable Kgoroba was discouraged from
reading what he was debating about from a paper but
Honourable Dr Mmatli is not being admonished from
reading from his IPad. He is just looking and reading
everything, he is not picking the main points so I was
suggesting he should also be treated like Honourable
Kgoroba. He was discouraged from looking, the moment
he bent his head you said he was reading; now when he
is holding that gadget like that he can read freely.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order!
Honourable Tshireletso he is not reading, he is refreshing
his mind. I have reminded him not to read just like I was
reminded Honourable Kgoroba. I am watching him very
closely he would not even attempt to do it.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Mr
Speaker for lack of a better word, the noise that has
been made about Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP)
because of the promises that have been made about
it, people expect their lives to be transformed into a
very significant way. People expect their lives to be
transformed in a big way, but sadly they are shocked
that this Budget Speech does not tell them how their
lives are going to be transformed. It is a status quo
budget that will not change anything in their lives.
Our biggest concern has never been whether there is
no money, no; it is something else. This Parliament has
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always approved supplementary budgets to show that
there is money. At the beginning of this sitting, we sat
here and approved money that was appropriated through
Presidential directive; that is money, we never said there
is no money.
We have always heard of money approved to pay for
projects that were delayed, that were not completed in
time. So our problem has never been that we do not have
money. Our issue has always been projects firstly that
are not concluded on time, cost overruns, look at me
Honourable Tshireletso do not say I am reading. Our
problems have always been corruption and sadly this
Budget Speech does not tell us how these concerns are
going to be addressed.
Furthermore, Mr Speaker I am of the view that the
Minister has failed the fiscal control test; he has not
outlined a clear plan of how fiscal control is going
to be enforced. He hopes that as he tells people to be
careful using government money the controls will
come automatically. That is how I see his speech.
The Minister tells us that our domestic economy is
showing slow growth as a result of decline in markets,
especially diamonds markets. My response to that is
that Opposition has for a very long time talked about
diversification of the economy, this is evidence which
shows that indeed the aspect has failed.
The Minister also tells us that diamonds industry is
experiencing slow down, because of challenges in water
and electricity. Now this brings me to ask this question,
why do we find ourselves in this situation, what has
happened to the money that was put in to Morupule
B? We will continue to ask this question, if we cannot
successfully resolve issues of water and electricity then
the expectation that economic growth will be achieved
in this country is based on a fallacy, it will never happen
because if we know that water and electricity are the
two most serious hindrances to economic growth, then
let us sort it out. If we do not, then we cannot have
economic growth.
Let me get into thematic areas of water. Mr Speaker, water
is the challenge throughout the country, but Molepolole
is one of the villages that are hard hit by water shortage.
Molepolole is basically a thirsty village. For the longest
time we have waited for solutions to water problem. In
His State of the Nation Address the President talked
about the North -South Water Carrier Scheme. The
Minister also in his 2015/2016 Budget Speech talked
about North -South Water Carrier Scheme that water
will be taken to Molepolole, Thamaga and Kanye. In his
current speech the Minister has reiterated that promise,
but sadly on the ground that is not happening. There is
evidence that this water is not going to Molepolole, it
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is diverted now it is going to Thamaga, Moshupa and
Kanye. Probably at Committee Stage the Minister will
have to explain why this is happening? Is this water now
being taken to Moshupa because they are now building
a big hospital there? We also want water. The Minister
will have to explain that.
Mr Speaker, what I want to say that there are so many
months that we will have to go without water in
Molepolole. Right now if you go to Council Houses
behind the Dithejwane Junior Secondary School, those
houses have been without water for four months, four
continuous months, no water. As a matter of fact Mr
Speaker I received a call this morning from Molepolole,
people are in a funeral in that area and there is no
water. They went to Water Utilities to ask for help,
they were told they cannot be helped. I was hoping the
Minister would be here to hear that we are struggling
in Molepolole and yet the North South Carrier Scheme
seems not to be going to Molepolole. Mr Speaker, a lot
of people are surprised that Molepolole does not have
a sewage system, in fact it is a shame that a village of
a population of 70 000 people does not have a sewage
system. The Minister will have to explain at Committee
Stage why this is happening? Why do we not have it?
When is it going to be constructed? When is it going
to start? When is it going to be completed? People are
surprised that Molepolole does not have storm water
drainage system, a big village such as Molepolole and
we are hearing of storm water drainage system being
constructed in small villages like Letlhakeng. Moshupa
has one and Thamaga has one. Only Molepolole does
not have storm water drainage system, what is the
problem? I said here in the past Parliament that this
Government has issues with Molepolole people. You
must tell us because we have long been promised, since
National Development Plan (NDP 8) that we will have a
sewage system in Molepolole.
When we talk about energy, we are a nation of lost
opportunities Mr Speaker. We have huge deposits of
coal. We could generate enough electricity to supply
the whole of Southern Africa and beyond but we cannot
even meet local demand. That is a problem. We have
the cleanest skies, we have the sun that shines almost
every day but we cannot harvest that and turn into solar
energy to meet our local demands. We are a nation of
lost opportunities.
I have talked about employment, I have said this speech
does not say anything about employment. I have said it
does not promise anything because it talks in general
terms.
Let me talk about youth. As far as youth is concerned,
this is a status called budget, and it does not promise
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them anything. It does not say anything about the young
people of this country.
Economic Stimulus Package (ESP), so much has been
said about …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
DR MMATLI: I was at Honourable Tshireletso’ s thing;
ESP has so much that has been talked about, it does not
offer young people anything …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli, by “Honourable
Tshireletso’s thing” what do you mean?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
DR MMATLI: Sorry, I have left it because he has
problems with it, now I am taking the notebook. Sorry
honourable Tshireletso, I do not mean any harm.
The Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture has been the
most active cheerleader of ESP. He has encouraged
young people to form companies…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Procedure. Mr Speaker, I just
wanted for honourable Mokgware to continue outlining
us as he was doing so that he could see the number that
is left. Thank you Sir.
MR SPEAKER: please leave that issue. Honourable
Mokgware knew very well that he was wasting our time
earlier on. The quorum for this House is 21, and does
not stipulate any party membership to that quorum, let
us just take that he wanted to say what he wanted to say.
DR MMATLI: In the Budget Speech, the Minister
talks about 15 per cent allocated to youth through the
Youth Empowerment Reservation Programme. One
would have thought that with the advent of ESP this
percentage would have gone up and it is not only about
minor maintenance projects. Why minor maintenance
projects? I would suggest Mr Speaker that the youth must
be given a bigger share or a fair share. In fact, we should
raise this 15 per cent to 30 per cent (minor maintenance
projects) to young people with appropriate skills. And
then we say 20 per cent of major maintenance projects
must be allocated or must be reserved for companies
owned by young people or youth, then that would no
longer be a status quo budget, something different
would have been said.
Education
Education in this country is in crisis. There is lawlessness,
a lot of drug and alcohol use, failure rates are appallingly
high, shortage of classrooms, teacher accommodation

shortage and shortage of equipment. In fact I was told at
one of my Kgotla meetings that schools have been asked
to cut off their stationery budget, stationery budget that
was already so small and they are being asked to cut
down on that. And they are asking why? “We expect
that with more money from ESP, our budget will be
increased instead of being asked to cut our budget.”
So this is a problem. We cannot hope to improve our
education when we cannot provide even the most basic
things such as stationery. Programmes such as Back to
School that where rushed in to implementation by panic
stricken BDP without proper planning, without proper
assessment of budget implications, these have now
resulted in teachers’ morale being very low. Schools
are ill resourced as we have said, we have overcrowded
classrooms. In Molepolole for instance, many classes are
taught under trees. We have average of 8 classes under
trees. Now with the inclusion of younger ones now, that
has pushed older students out of classrooms. Now it is a
problem. The biggest problem we have is programmes
that are introduced without proper budgeting and I think
this is a sign of panic Mr Speaker.
I want to conclude by talking about the public service. I
think Government must normalise its relationship with
civil servants. This country is here where it is because
of the efforts of civil servants. Had the Government
continued its cordial relationship with civil servants,
this country would be very, very far. Since Government
started disregarding the interests of civil servants, you
can see now that our economy is deteriorating. The civil
service now is in big problems because government
is at war with it. But I want to warn the civil servants,
especially unions, that they should not allow themselves
to be infiltrated by anybody, not even the BDP. They
should not allow anybody to turn them against one
another because they can easily become enemies to
themselves. When they turn against one another, they
will have turned against their own members. I want the
unions to stay focused on bargaining to get something
for their members. And they must focus on that idea of
changing government so that they bring into government
a party that has their interest at heart; and this is the
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC).
Mr Speaker, this budget does not prioritise Agriculture.
It has nothing much to offer to the farmers of this
country, this budget speech. The ESP has been talked
about especially by His Honour the Vice President
Honourable Masisi, they expected a lot. They expect to
be assisted with tractors, they expect to be assisted with
fencing their fields, borehole drilling, and they expect to
be assisted to venture into irrigation farming, to improve
the yield. Nothing has been said in this regard by this
Minister in his budget speech. I think what we need
Hansard No 182

29

Thursday 11thFebruary, 2016

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 No. 1 OF 2016 Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

to do is to go back to the basics, engage with people,
find out what the interest, what the needs, and do needs
assessment before we make pronouncements such as
ESP. ESP that in my view has no capacity whatsoever to
change anything.
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up Honourable Member.
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MZWINILA (MMADINARE): Thank you
Honourable Speaker. I would like to take these few
minutes to contribute to the budget speech, which in
my view is a well-crafted and well-articulated situation
analysis of where we are and where we want to go as a
country.
I will pay specific emphasis in terms of the developmental
budget or developmental part of the budget.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, I think you
cannot go. We are exactly 21. Go back to your seat.
MR MZWINILA: Specifically as how the prioritisation
of the developmental budget has been done. If you look
carefully at how the developmental budget has been
allocated, you would see that the Ministry of Defence,
Justice and Security has the largest share. And in my
view, I think it is time that this situation or scenario
happens. I think that at the present moment around 24
per cent has been allocated to the Ministry of Defence,
and I think that this is a welcome development because
in terms of defence expenditure, if you look over the
past few years, this ministry in terms of developmental
share of the budget, they have not been prioritised as
they have at the present moment.
The thing about defence spending or defence budget
or just defence in general is that it is cyclical. Military
equipment has a life circle of around 10 to 15 years most
of the equipment. So, you will find that every 10 to 15
years in most democracies there has to be a situation
where the actual budget for the defence facilities is
significantly higher than the rest of the economy. Because
the thing about the defence budget is not necessarily
about the equipment, but is about the ability to have
an army or a defence force that acts as a deterrence to
the domestic and foreign threat. Now the philosophy of
deterrence necessitates that your equipment, the level of
your infrastructure, the level of your human resources is
commensurate to the threats that may arise or may have
the capability to arise, because most militaries in the
world do not go to war. Most militaries in the world are
armed and they train and they prepare for war. But the
purpose of the military is not necessarily to go to war,
it is to act as a deterrence to ensure that other countries,
other possible enemies, domestic and foreign are by
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virtue of the deterrent capacity you have, the capacity
to destroy and obliterate the enemy or to defend against
any possible attack will by its nature ensure that war
does not happen or that you are not attacked.
MR MOLEFHE: On a point of clarification Mr
Speaker. Thank you Mr Speaker. You are debating
well Honourable Member. Clarify to this House
Honourable Mzwinila that when you talk of deterrence,
can the military execute this important duty without the
necessary functional equipment?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Comrade. I
think that the issue with deterrence is that the foreign
threats, the foreign enemies or domestic enemies do an
assessment, capacity assessment, capability assessment,
and they see whether or not a nation can properly defend
itself. Now it is necessary for the peace and security and
good governance of a nation to ensure that the military
infrastructure has commensurate ability in terms of the
equipment they have to ensure that they can defend the
nation.
Now what turns to happen is that every country has what
is known as economic comparative advantage. Now our
comparative advantage in Botswana is our peace and
stability and good governance. If you look at our peace,
stability and good governance comparatively speaking
on the African nation, we are probably the best in terms
of peace and security.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of clarification
Mr Speaker. Thank you Mr Speaker. You are debating
well Honourable Member. Is the Member aware of any
threat analysis which has been conducted so far for this
country?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Member.
Unfortunately I do not know and I would not know
because I think those are issues of national security.
However, what I do know is that there is a changing
landscape of our continent and our world as shown by
terrorism, as shown by the threats of terrorism. If you
look at the evolution of terrorism, it is no longer an issue
of the suicide bomber, now if you look at terrorism it
is actually going towards conventional armies. If you
are going to have terrorism in the form of conventional
armies as with the case of the other nations, you will
have to have a conventional army that is commensurate
to defend.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Elucidation. I just wanted to
remind Honourable Mokgware that he is the one who
started this issue. In the previous State of the Nation
address he complained that we are busy producing
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water, constructing big buildings whereas there is no
security. I am therefore adding on what Honourable
Mzwinila is saying that Honourable Mokgware is the
one who cautioned us on this matter. Thank you.
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Member. I
think as you are pointing out Honourable Member, we
need to ensure our economic comparative advantage
because we are talking about the national budget. If we
are talking about the national budget, we are talking
about how we are going to invest in this country and
make this Botswana greater than it is at the present
moment. Now we need to invest in those areas which
we have the comparative advantage. If peace and
security are a comparative advantage that we enjoy on
the continent; then we must understand that peace and
security are not cheap, they are very expensive and they
are commodities. Commodities such as those require
a secret process every now and then for that to be an
investment that is determined by the prioritisation of
that commodity.
Right now the reason why we have initiatives such
as Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and to create
employment by partnerships to the international
community and investors is that we want them to come
in for job creation. One of the things we are selling
as a nation is peace and security. If we are going to
be selling peace and security, we have to invest in it.
Now to invest in peace and security means that whether
we like it or not, in some years, instead of prioritising
on the social budget, on things like health and social
development, according to the cycle of the equipment
we have, we will have to significantly invest in terms of
national security. The investment we have to do in the
national security is not just in terms of enhancing our
comparative advantage of peace and security, but also
ensuring that the level of professionalism in our forces,
in our military remains as high as it has always been.
We have assigned our sons, daughters and relatives to
defend us; therefore we have a responsibility to equip
them and arm them. To ensure that whenever the threat
arises or can arise, we have a situation whereby they can
adequately defend our nation.
Also in terms of defence spending; enhancing national
security, you have to realise that every defence force
evolves, it is an organisation and dynamically it evolves.
It is going to evolve to a point whereby sooner or later is
going to require an air force, and you have to ensure that
you keep the evolution of the defence force in line with
international trends. If you have a defence force which
is stagnant, sooner or later its purpose will be obsolete.
You are going to come to a situation whereby you
actually have to divide the defence force into ground
forces and air forces.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Clarification. Honourable Member, Let
me briefly ask you if you are aware of the English term
bioterrorism, the deliberate release of viruses such as
Zika and Ebola, do you also know the amount of money
spent on its deterrence? Since Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) is saying it is a large amount of money,
my question is, is part of this money used in bioterrorism
deterrence?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable. You see,
when it comes to things like emerging threats, 10-15
years ago, this thing of bioterrorism was not as prolific
as it is right now, but a properly functioning defence
force has chemical weapons deterrence capability; such
as chemical weapons and biochemical weapons facilities
to deter and manage any form of attack. Now if we are
going to expose ourselves by failing to adequately equip
our defence force, we are creating a situation whereby at
the end of the day, we are going to be prone to attack. But
as I was saying, in the evolution of any defence force,
there comes a time when it will have to evolve from just
concentrating on ground forces and having an air arm to
actually having an air force. This evolution is something
that we need to take cognisance of, because we have
to dominate and control our skies and any sovereign
nation. If it is a sovereign nation, it has to come to a
point that sooner or later it has to dominate and control
its skies. Now if you look at defence spending, that is
the area where you have the most expensive type of
equipment which would end up being required.
Also as I said, we as a nation should be proud of our
military, our sons and daughters who are serving. We
should be able to take our comparative advantage in
peace and security to the international community.
As a nation, we should be able to participate in the
international community in terms of enhancing
international peace and security, for the same reason
that historically, our military used to be engaged in the
international peacekeeping missions. This is how we
as a nation contribute to the international community;
our expertise, comparative advantage, skills and most
importantly, our goodwill as a nation of peace and
security. For us to have that goodwill and share it
with the rest of the world, we should have a properly
equipped international response unit as part of our
overall military strategy or structures. At the end of
the day we are citizens of the world, we are part of the
world, and sooner or later if we do not have the capacity
to contribute to international peacekeeping missions,
what they are trying to prevent in other countries is
going to come to us.
The best form of defence is offence and we have to be
proactive to ensure that at the end of the day, whatever
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is happening in the international community in terms of
terrorism, bioterrorism and all forms of destabilisation;
we cannot just sit around and say, “What are we going
to do? We are going to start sending assistance; we
are going to send blankets whatever the case may be,
to other countries when they have disasters.” What we
have to do is that we have to be proactive, if we are
a responsible member of the international community,
and that proactive means that we have to take a stand.
We have to take a stand as a nation and say we are going
to equip our military to have the capacity to participate
in international peacekeeping missions, as part of our
general philosophy as a nation that we are a peace loving
and peace respecting nation, and peace is not cheap, it
is expensive. If we are going to help and ensure that
we remain peaceful, we cannot remain peaceful just by
being an island. Sooner or later, what is happening all
over the world is going to hit us and if we are going
to remain an island when others are having problems,
even on our continent, and we are not participating in
some form or another, in terms of ensuring that there
is some level of peaceful assistance by engaging our
military, then we are going to have problems. Not just
our military, also our police because our police have a
role to play in international missions as a peace loving
nation. We have to ensure that we adequately enhance
the capacity of our nation to provide deterrence for any
form of attack.
What we also have to understand is that our human
resources in the military have to be adequately provided
for. I have heard Honourable Colleagues saying that
we should focus on housing and welfare needs before
weaponry, which I completely agree with. But if you
have the houses, the barracks and everything and
then people are attacking you, what comes first? You
must have the guns first because if you are going to be
attacked and you will be running to houses and barracks,
what is the use? What come first is the tools; it is the
equipment. We have to adequately make sure that our
Defence Force has the tools and the equipment. It is not
to say that the other issue such as accommodation is not
important, but what comes first …
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Hold it right there
Honourable Mzwinila, there is a lot of noise. I cannot
hear the Honourable member, can you kindly pay
attention. Honourable Davids, please listen.
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Speaker. I
think that my honourable colleagues maybe are putting
the cart before the horse. You have to equip first,
maintain a level of combat readiness, maintain a level
of deterrence and you work on the other issues. But
you must understand that when you are being attacked,
the housing and whatever that are so important do not
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matter. What matters is that do you have the guns and do
you have the bigger guns than whoever wants to attack
you?
And what you must also understand is that our military
is branding and have reputation and goodwill and our
military would necessitate that sooner or later. We are
going to establish a Defence Academy or a Military
Academy. Now one of the things about establishing
a Military Academy is that we are also creating a
comparative advantage because a Military Academy
when it is established, it is not just a Military Academy
for soldiers of that country. Military Academies take
officers from different countries. So, when we establish a
Military Academy, we are also creating where we begin
to specialise in the production of high quality military
officers by having a military that cannot only have a level
of professionalism within itself, but can also export it.
We can export our professionalism and that is creating
a situation where we are enhancing regional security
and even continental security by having a Defence or
Military Academy that is commensurate with the level
of expertise and professionalism which we exhibit as a
nation. I think that …
DR MMATLI: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Honourable Member for yielding. Are you saying that
this Budget Speech has talked about Military Academy?
Is it still the same? I hear you talking about ‘military
academy’, ‘military academy’ as if you are saying it
is coming from this or are you simply agreeing with
Honourable Kesupile?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you honourable colleague. I
am surprised you did not ask Honourable Kesupile that
question when he was talking about Military Academy.
But let me quickly answer you. In the evolution of any
professional military, one of the things you are going
to be looking at is the establishment of a professional
Military Academy along the lines with the United States
Military Academy at West Point along the lines with the
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. So this is part
of an evolution of the professional army which ties
into the issue of asset and nation exporting peace and
security because if you create a hub, let me explain to
you, like at International Law Enforcement Academy
(ILEA), it is the same model as Police College in Otse.
It is the same kind of model where you are saying that
police from different nations come, they train here and
by doing that we were capacitating not only Botswana,
but we are capacitating the region. That is the best way
to ensure peace and security in the region which will
ensure our peace and security is by capacitating the
leaders of the armies, the officers of the armies by giving
them a professional training and a professional Military
Academy. Things of that time are very important.
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mzwinila, there
is another noise again and they are very much aware
of that. I am not going to call them by their names. I
will ask them to stop it. Honourable Mzwinila please
continue.
MR NZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Speaker.
Also what we want to move towards in terms of
enhancing national security is that we need to move
towards a situation where even our Police become a
brand, an international brand or a continental brand and
we need to capacitate them. We also need to give them
resources. We also need to ensure that the Police Service
is adequately equipped to ensure that they can react to
all sorts of crime and issues which may challenge us as
a nation.
Going forward I think it is welcome that for this financial
year, a comparatively large chunk of the budget is going
towards national security because at the end of the day
we may be having a situation whereby we are thinking
we have a Defence Force, we are thinking that we are
protected, but those in the know, those outside; our
enemies actually realise that we are extremely exposed.
And not exposing our nation, but endangering the lives
of those who we have sent to defend us.
There is nothing as disheartening as sending our sons
and daughters into military service but failing to equip
them. If you are a soldier, you rather have a challenge
of having problems of accommodation, than having
challenges or having problems with your gun. I think
every soldier would agree with me on that. That you do
not have to have challenges with your gun, you would
rather have challenges with your accommodation. It is
not to say that those challenges are not coming to be
resolved or they will not be resolved, but in the course
of time they will be resolved because as long as you do
not have a gun you are not a soldier. So, the equipment
comes first. After equipment comes infrastructure and
then after infrastructure comes development of the
social amenities which are so necessary for the welfare
of our soldiers. I think that that one I just wanted to
comment upon in terms of national security. It is a very
straight cut and very clear and very simple argument. I
think my other colleagues will also assist me in terms
of clarifying.
With the remaining time, I want to talk about the
next item which is the Ministry of Minerals Energy
and Water Resources which takes the second biggest
chunk of the developmental budget. I think that it is
also commendable Honourable Minister of Finance
and Development Planning, that this Ministry takes the
second largest chunk because we are having significant
challenges. We are having significant challenges in

terms of water, in terms of power and it is also worth
noting that these significant challenges are not just with
us they are the whole region. And we as a nation, as
a government, have to always find ways of trying to
resolve the water problems we have. For example in
my constituency, I come from where Letsibogo Dam is
located and I see on a daily basis that it is going down;
I come from where Dikgatlhong Dam is located and I
see on a daily basis that it is going down. Now I think
that it is quite welcome and is quite encouraging that an
effort is being made to ensure that there are some sorts
of resolution in terms of other alternatives in the event
that where we were relying may not actually be able to
sustain us as a nation. I think I welcome that.
And also in my own constituency, I am looking forward
to the Serule Water Cluster Project being included as
one of the projects in this Ministry because we have
a problem with water because as Mmadinare Village,
Mmadinare Village shares its water with Mmadinare
Senior Secondary School. But other villages such
Damchujenaa have a problem with water supply. And
I welcome that efforts have been made in terms of
ensuring that these resources are availed to the Ministry
of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources. I welcome
that Honourable Minister.
The third largest chunk goes to the Ministry of Transport
and Communications and I also welcome that because
we have a serious problem in terms of the gap in ICT,
between some of the urban areas and some of the rural
areas and I hope to see that what would be done is that the
primary schools will be capacitated in terms of ensuring
that they have connection to the internet, an internet
connectivity so that the gap between the ICT in certain
areas is reduced. Also in terms of ensuring that some of
the roads which are so important in terms of ensuring
that our infrastructure is adequate are constructed.
In my constituency we were promised a road between
Mmadinare and Robelela village or between Mmadinare
and Dikgatlhong Dam. We are still eagerly awaiting that
road to be constructed, but I would like to say that the
way the developmental budget has been allocated to me
it makes a lot of sense at the present moment given the
present challenges we have, the present environment we
have in terms of the rains and the conditions we have or
the lack of rains and the conditions we have and I also see
it as being an optimistic budget. It is optimistic because
when you see that the developmental expenditure is going
into areas which are the main areas which Batswana
are crying about, which is BPC and Water Utilities or
energy and water and for that I see there has been an
optimistic budget. Also I see it being optimistic in terms
of investments in transport and communications, but
what I would just like to conclude by pointing out is
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that I think this issue of the developmental budget or a
large chunk of the developmental budget being given to
defence and the police is severely misunderstood and it
must be understood in the context of understanding…
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Friday 12th February 2016 at 9:00 a.m.
ATTACHMENT TO QUESTION 1
Table 1. Economic Empowerment Projects
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Name of
settlement
Grootlaagte

ATTACHMENT TO QUESTION 1

Project

Value (P)

Community farm

1,000,000.00

55 556.00

Number
employed

Remarks

5 The farm employs 4 herdsmen on a 3
months rotational basis and 1 permanent
Farm Manager.
3 Established with 3 beneficiaries and the
group has employed 3 people who earn
P700. 00 per month
TBD
The project is at mobilization stage.
Tender awarded on the 05th November
2015. Jobs will be created by the
contractor by engaging the locals when
the project starts

Qabo

Carpentry
workshop

Kuke

Market stall

483 021.00

D’kar

No project yet

Nil

Nil

D’kar is not gazzetted as a settlement
hence there is no RADP project except
provision of Health and Education
services to the community.

Central
Kalahari
Game
Reserve

No project yet

Nil

Nil

For quite some time, Government has
stopped servicing CKGR residents.
However, school going children are
still being serviced more especially by
registering them at our local schools
and transporting them for school closing
and reopening. Government has taken a
decision to restore other services at the
CKGR community.

TOTAL

1,538,577.00

8

Over and above this economic projects, the communities have, since inception of RADP programme been provided
with facilities such as Health post, schools, hostels and provision of potable water connection under the programme.

Table 2. RADP housing for Remote Area Communities
Financial year 2013/2014, 2014/2015 & 2015/2016.

Name of
settlement

Project

Grootlaagte

2½
Roomed house

Value
1, 080, 000

Number of houses
constructed /under
construction
9

Number of jobs
created

Remarks

36

The houses employs
4 people ( one local
artisan and they
normally hire 3
labourers).
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Qabo

2 ½ Roomed
house

1, 080, 000

9

36

Kuke

2 ½ Roomed
house

1, 080, 000

9

36

D’kar

2 ½ Roomed
house

0

0

0

Central
Kalahari
Game
Reserve
Total

-

0

0

0

3, 240,000

27

108

The houses employs
4 people ( one local
artisan and they
normally hire 3
labourers).
The houses employs
4 people ( one local
artisan and they
normally hire 3
labourers).
There is ongoing land
tenure dispute at D’kar
and thus no allocations
are made to the area
until the matter is
resolved
Nil

Table 3. Livestock Scheme

Name of the
settlement
Grootlaagte

Qabo

Project

Value of
Number of
livestock (P) beneficiaries
issued
Provision of 490,000.00
27
livestock
Provision of 370,000.00
livestock

Kuke
Nil
D’kar
Nil
Central Kalahari Nil
Game Reserve
TOTAL

81

Remarks

21 beneficiaries are progressing well even
though they are facing some challenges such as
their cattle straying.
21 beneficiaries are progressing well even
though they are facing some challenges such as
their cattle straying.

Nil
Nil
Nil
860,000.00

108

Table 5. Poverty Eradication Projects

36

Settlements

Number of Projects

Cost

Grootlagte

7

P 136,617.00

Kuke

7

P141,291.00

D’kar

16

P344,086.00

Qabo

13

243,052.00

TOTAL

43

865,504.35
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