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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS LINKING
TSOLAMOSESE AND MOKOLWE
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE
(GABANE–
MMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Local
Government and Rural Development when he will
construct roads linking Tsolamosese and Mokolwe as
people in Mokolwe walk long distances in bushy areas
to access Tsolamosese and Gaborone Block 9 locations.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR VAN DER
WESTHUIZEN): My Ministry has no plans to
construct roads linking Tsolamosese and Mokolwe. It
should be noted that Mokolwe consists of ploughing
fields (masimo) and no plots have been allocated for
residential purposes because it is not a recognised
settlement. Thank you.
PARENTS FAILURE TO HELP AND SUPPORT
THEIR CHILDREN WITH SCHOOL WORK IN
MOST RURAL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) if she is aware that in most rural primary and
secondary schools, parents are unable to help
and support their children with school work
because they are often pre-occupied with fighting
their difficult circumstances of poverty, hunger,
unemployment and lack of water; if so,
(ii) will she consider introducing a Social and
Education Resource Centre, targeting primary
school going children to give them support during
and after school, and during the school holidays.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I am aware that some parents are sadly
pre-occupied and do not give support to their children’s
education. Nationally we are all challenged to sit and
support our children not only those seeking employment.
I would suggest that it is a matter of parental choice.
My Ministry has over a thousand facilities countywide
which can serve to assist communities during holidays

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
and after school as Social and Education Resource
Centres. If parents are committed, this can be arranged
through the Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) in
conjunction with the schools. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Can the Honourable Minister enlighten me
as to whether he understands what I am talking about,
because I am talking about something that will be
school based and school focused not something for the
community.
MR GOYA: I do understand Madam Speaker. Although
it is not a social centre, there are ways of encouraging
these children, even in areas where we do not have
classrooms, there are measures we take to ensure that
these children are assisted. However, my colleague’s
question focuses mainly on the failure of parents to
help their children because of being pre-occupied with
fighting difficult circumstances. Although that may
be the case, if a parent is committed to their child’s
education, they can reserve some time during those
difficult circumstances to assist the child with their
school work. Thank you.
MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. Since the Honourable
Member is talking about parents reserving some time,
is it really possible in the current times where they are
faced with difficult circumstances?
MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you my
colleague. There are those who can and those who cannot
but like I said, the parent should make a commitment
that, in the midst of all the life challenges, they should
give priority to their child’s education. Thank you.
MR ARONE: Further Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister just briefly, on a
view of the newly launched strategy of education, do
you have a special programme targeting the schools
the Honourable Member is referring to more especially
the peripheral ones where you know, even though you
say some parents do help but I can assure you that in
settlements especially RADP settlements, you will not
find such kind of parents. Is there no special strategy for
such schools looking at the poor results they get ?
MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you my
colleague. There are plans we are making as the Ministry
of Education to try and deal with schools which are
underperforming. For example in the Kgalagadi District
we came up with a plan to address poor performance in
schools. Even now, there is a school at Dikara which we
realized had poor results so, there is a plan underway
to see how we can address that problem. Besides that
Madam Speaker, there are other plans we are currently
Hansard No 182
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implementing, one of them is that, after the results have
been released, regardless of the level, the schools should
account to the public. They must be out there to tell the
public as regards the children results whether good or
bad. This accountability is one of the tools which we
believe will drive the teachers to know the importance
of informing the parents why the students’ performance
is poor. Thank you.
IMPACT OF MAKALAMABEDI PROTECTION
ZONE ON FARMERS WHO ARE NOT IN
HAINAVELD
MR K. MARKUS (MAUN EAST): asked the Minister
of Agriculture:(i) if he is aware of the impact of Makalamabedi
Protection Zone on the farmers who are not in
Hainaveld; and
(ii) what action will be taken to help farmers to reduce
cattle mortality due to overgrazing.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
May I request that you move to the next question, I will
answer later, I just arrived from a Kgotla meeting and I
do not even know which question it is Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Madam Speaker, for
question 5, I have just agreed with the Honourable
Minister that the question does not belong to his
Ministry and I should also report that the issue has been
addressed. Thank you.
COMPLETION AND COMMISSIONING OF
PARAKARUNGU AGRICULTUREAL SERVICE
CENTRE
MR M. R. SHAMUKUNI (CHOBE): asked the
Minister of Agriculture when the Parakarungu
Agricultural Service Centre is due for completion and
subsequent commissioning.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
The Parakarungu Agricultural Service Centre super
structure has been completed. However, the snagged
poor floor is being rectified and planned for completion
by 31st March 2016 after which commissioning of the
project will immediately follow. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
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services that they will provide and Parakarungu will do
exactly that. However, if the Honourable Member wants
a very specific question on that one he may bring it but
that is a different question altogether.
MR MANGOLE: Further supplementary. Honourable
Minister I wanted to know whether your response that
the Parakarungu service centre has been completed
means that even other service centres which have long
been promised will also be constructed like the one in
Leshibitse? If so when will that be?
MR RALOTSIA: The Honourable Member says “this
means that”, he did not confirm. I was responding to a
specific question about Parakarungu: the service centres
that have been promised will indeed be constructed
when the time comes, Leshibitse being one of them.
SHORTAGE OF ACCOMMODATION FOR
CIVIL SERVANTS AT MABABE, KHWAI,
SANKOYO, SHOROBE AND PHUDUHUDU
MR K. MARKUS (MAUN EAST): asked the Minister
of Lands and Housing if he is aware of shortage of
accommodation for civil servants at Mababe, Khwai,
Sankoyo, Shorobe and Phuduhudu; if so, when will he
provide such accommodation.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MAELE):
Madam Speaker I am aware of the acute shortage of
housing for the public officers in Mababe, Khwai,
Sankoyo, Shorobe and Phuduhudu. Needless to say
Madam Speaker, shortage of housing is a common
phenomenon in almost all villages, towns and cities in
the country. It is worth noting that, out of the 31 000
housing units available for public officers, the total
establishments is estimated to be about 127 312 obviously
leaving a huge housing deficit. Notwithstanding that
Madam Speaker, the Government continues to provide
housing for eligible public officers through the 3
categories of housing, being institutional, district and
pool housing. In addition, Government encourages
home ownership by public officers to supplement their
accommodation deficit through employees housing and
Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) schemes.

MR SHAMUKUNI: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, what kind of services should farmers expect
from this centre during its first year of operation?

To this end, I am unable Madam Speaker to make
a commitment as to when I will be able to provide
accommodation for villages stated above as requested
due to financial constraints. My Ministry will however
continue to engage other stakeholders to assist in
alleviating the housing situation in the said villages
and indeed the rest of the country. Thank you Madam
Speaker.

MR RALOTSIA: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. The service centres have prescriptions for the

MR MARKUS: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
do you not feel that these villages should be given
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priority because they are far away and it is difficult to
get people who are willing to go and work there. There
are no houses to rent in those places and so they only
depend on the government.
MR MAELE: Honourable Member, it is not only
Mababe and Khwai like I said, there are a whole lot
more villages experiencing the same shortage. If I were
to tell you the number of those villages you would not
believe, and under the circumstances, that is why I am
telling you that we are engaging other stakeholders such
as the private sector, the VDC and others to assist with
the issue of accommodation. The government alone
cannot afford to build all those houses because like I
mentioned civil servants are about 130 000, but we
have about 31 000 houses so far. So you can see that we
are far from actually being able to house every public
officer. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister since it is obvious that
there are problems of accommodation in general do you
not feel that people who are not accommodated should
be given a housing subsidy? Lastly, since a directive
stating that public servants can be able to benefit from
the SHHA scheme was communicated, is there any
single public officer you can show who benefited from
that scheme?
MR MAELE: Thank you Honourable Member.
Madam Speaker, I am not competent when it comes to
issues regarding subsidies for people who do not have
accommodation because that is an issue of conditions
of service and Honourable Molale can better respond
to that one. My responsibility was to explain that we
do not have accommodation and that being the case, I
think we are appealing to every stakeholder to assist
where they can. Honourable Nkaigwa or Honourable
Markus for example could construct two or three houses
in Khwai or Mababe for us to rent. That is what I am
proposing. In terms of subsidies and other conditions
like that I believe Honourable Molale will be better
placed to answer that one.
When it comes to the SHHA scheme, I should
acknowledge that it is indeed true that an announcement
was made that the officers on D4 salary scale and below
will benefit from the SHHA scheme. It is true that there
is no public officer who has benefited from the scheme
yet because..
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are there.
MR MAELE: Well I am telling you a fact. The
envisaged scheme for D4 scale and below has not taken
off therefore there is no public officer who has benefited
form it except if you are talking about the public officers

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
who have accessed the ordinary SHHA not the one we
are talking about, because that one I can confirm to
you that we are still working on the guidelines with
Honourable Molale who is responsible for the public
service. There is no one who has benefited from it and
we regret the long time that we have taken to be able to
put this in place. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Further supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker, my follow up to the supplementary is
that Honourable Molale appears to be very slow and so
when are you likely to finish what you are doing?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …. (laughter!)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Further supplementary.
Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister
I understand what you are saying. You said that it
is a common feature for accommodation to be not
enough and so in other words are you saying that the
government is giving up on assisting the public officers
with accommodation?
MR MAELE: Certainly no, the answer is no, there
is no way we can give up on it. I am saying under the
circumstances this is what we can do, because we can
see that it is not enough. We cannot afford to provide all
of them with accommodation and so we are engaging
other stakeholders. It is not that government is giving
up and saying that it has failed. We are saying, come on
board as the private sector, come on board as individuals,
and come on board as Village Development Committee
(VDC). Some of the VDC’s are actually building
houses and you also find that some LA2 give people
accommodation and this is what we are saying to people.
We are far from giving up, in so far as this is concerned,
because we are engaging other stakeholders in order for
them to assist us. Thank you Madam Speaker.
ESTABLISHMENT OF BUSINESS PROCESS
OUTSOURCING FOR THE CREATION OF JOBS
OF THE YOUTH
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture what
Government is doing to promote the establishment
of business process outsourcing (call centres) for the
creation of jobs for the youth.
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Madam Speaker, my Ministry
continues to look for employment opportunities for
young people to alleviate the high rate of unemployment
among the youth. We therefore recognize that Business
Process Outsourcing (BPO), particularly Call Centres,
would be a big opportunity for the employment of
young people.
Hansard No 182
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We have held discussions with BITC to explore the
possibility of bringing companies which deal with Call
Centres to set up shops here as these would employ a
significant number of young people. My Ministry has
and will continue to engage different stakeholders to
explore employment possibilities, and this includes
lobbying international companies to set up businesses
in Botswana so that they can create jobs for our youth.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
UPDATE ON MMANKGODI DAM
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANE–
MMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Agriculture:(i) when Mmankgodi dam was constructed;
(ii) why it does not benefit Mmankgodi ever since its
completion; and
(iii) what the Government plans to do about this.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Madam Speaker, Mmankgodi Dam was constructed
during the 1997/1998 financial year and officially
opened in 1999. The dam was constructed by Kweneng
District Council, who are better placed to elaborate
to the Honourable Member why it has not benefitted
Mmankgodi ever since its completion as well as plans
in place to ensure sufficient benefit.

has exacerbated the FMD situation. Furthermore, my
Ministry improved the vaccine used in Ngamiland
by incorporating the Habu strain to ensure use of an
effective vaccine.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry has constructed cordon
fences that allow for zoning of the District for controlling
FMD and these reduce contact of livestock with wildlife.
A buffer zone is an area where livestock are kept to serve
as sentinels to warn about disease incursion. A proposal
is being developed for establishing such a zone, where
cattle resident along the buffalo fence are intensively
vaccinated for FMD. Once that buffer is established, the
rest of the District may gain a free without vaccination
status over a period of time.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MARKUS: Supplementary. Minister, I am not sure
whether I understood what you were saying. Did you
say people are failing to take their cattle for vaccination?
Is the Minister aware that when one does not have a
farm it is very difficult to control the movement of your
cattle so that during vaccination one could be able to
take them there? The other thing is that, when there is
drought cattle move around looking for grass, where
would one get them so that they can be vaccinated? Is
there nothing that could be done to put an end to this
because Foot and Mouth is disadvantaging us?

(ii) will consider separating wild animals from
domestic ones by erecting a buffer zone.

MR RALOTSIA: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I have had consultation with farmers in the
North West District with a view to addressing issues
of Foot and Mouth control. It became evident in my
interaction with farmers that the care that farmers are
expected to be giving to their animals is wanting. This,
they have confessed to me. So the issue of not vaccinating
to a required level is not necessarily due to lack of farms
but it is also attributable to farmers’ lack of caring for
their animals. This, they have made a confession to. The
issue of farms yes could be considered, but even where
we have farms allocated, they have up to this point in
time not been developed by some farmers. Therefore,
we still need to have our farmers committed to caring
for their animals so that we can give reasonable control
to Foot and Mouth in their area. I thank you very much.

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Madam Speaker, I am not aware that efforts and strategies
taken to eradicate Foot and Mouth disease (FMD) in
Ngamiland have not succeeded. In Ngamiland, the goal
with respect to FMD has never been eradication, but
control of movement of livestock and their products as
well as vaccination of cattle because of the existence of
buffaloes in Ngamiland. Failure by farmers to control
movement of their cattle and bring them for vaccination

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, I am not sure
whether you understand what we mean when we talk
about buffaloes in Ngamiland. Even if the cattle owners
can herd the cattle, they eventually reach Shakawe and
Tsao villages. I am not sure whether you are saying the
cattle owners are the ones who do not herd or look after
their cattle. Like Honourable Markus was saying, are
you disputing what he said? From the point of view that,

In this regard, I request the Honourable Member to
direct this matter to Kweneng District Council.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
FAILURE OF ALL EFFORTS AND STATEGIES
THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO ERADICATE
FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN NGAMILAND
MR K. MARKUS (MAUN EAST): asked the Minister
of Agriculture if he:(i) is aware that all efforts and strategies that have
been taken to eradicate Foot and Mouth Disease in
Ngamiland have not succeeded; and
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I was operating from there, staying there, doing antipoaching and saw the movements of those buffaloes, I
know what I am talking about.
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. The fact that buffaloes do cross the buffalo
fence is indisputable. The issue is, since buffaloes are
there; does it mean people should not look after or
herd their cattle? I am saying to this Honourable House
that, I have interacted with farmers themselves. They
do not bring cattle for vaccination satisfactorily. Our
acceptable vaccination level that side is 85 per cent
Madam Speaker. Now if people do not bring animals,
what else do you expect us to do? Do you expect the
Ministry of Agriculture to go out and gather cattle? I do
not think that is what you are expecting.
MR ARONE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
first of all I am not sure if I understood you properly
with regards to what you were saying concerning the
policy of your Ministry; did you say your policy is not
to eradicate Foot and Mouth but to control it? If that is
what you said I want you to explain to me whether this
shows seriousness or not? This means you have given
up and have accepted that Foot and Mouth will be there,
so what you will be trying to do is controlling it.
The second one where you said farmers are failing to
take care of their cattle, if we put it to you in retrospect
and say, your government is failing to look after her
elephants and buffaloes, how are you going to respond
to that statement, because as General Mokgware was
saying, it is impossible. It is just that I want to take one
serious farmer here and ask them to put cattle there; it
is not possible to go and look for cattle because of the
infestation of wild animals.
Thirdly, you were saying there are cordon fences. Is the
Minister aware that the fences he is talking about are
completely damaged, to the extent that one can find a
stretch of about 12, 13 kilometres without a fence? Are
you still speaking on record in this House that those
fences are there?
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. Let me start with the last one on whether I am
still saying those fences are there. The fences are there,
but some of them are not in a good state and they need
to be repaired. Once again Madam Speaker, I want to
state it for a fact that, in my interaction with farmers and
in Kgotla meetings and also with Dikgosi, they made
a confession that some of the fences are vandalised.
Vandalism is attributed to humans. Notwithstanding the
fact that elephants also damage the fence, but farmers
have evidence to that effect. Who else would dispute it?
I have even sent out the police to make investigations
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in some cases, and caught the culprits. It will not be fair
for us to put all the blame on the government because
we think she fails to manage elephants’ movement while
on the other side some farmers have confessed that they
have played a role as well. I have interacted with them,
yes elephants cause destruction.
You were also asking if we did not say our policy is not
to eradicate poverty and I say it is going to be difficult to
eradicate poverty for as long as you still have…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …laughter…
MR RALOTSIA: Not poverty! Yes poverty is related
to the incursion of elephants to cattle. They are related,
it is going to be difficult for us to eradicate Foot and
Mouth Disease in that area for as long as we have
buffaloes there because the virus is known to be quite
alive in buffaloes. As long as these buffaloes are there,
it is going to be very difficult to claim now that FMD is
eradicable. So you got me right.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Honourable
Markus will be the last one.
MR MARKUS: Supplementary. Minister, I am
ashamed to hear you say there is a fence that barricade
the movement of buffaloes and I am wondering whether
there is any sense of seriousness in that statement. Can
you confirm to me if you are saying they are there and
in good condition?
MR RALOTSIA: I think Honourable Member has not
been attentive Madam Speaker because I have explained
that there is indeed some incursion of buffaloes in
pastoral land because some fences are destroyed. This
is what I said, and I went further to say that these fences
do not just get dilapidated but rather there is a cause
behind this …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …murmurs…
MR RALOTSIA: They are destroyed.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Markus for your
earlier question where the Minister said he is not ready.
No more supplementary questions.
MR ARONE: Procedure. Madam Speaker, I think we
will be out of order if the Minister is going to respond
in the manner that he has. Honourable Kwerepe and
Honourable Markus are witnesses and we know the
state of the concerned fences therefore, we cannot sit
here and listen to the Minister who is not telling the truth
because we will be misleading this nation. He knows
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that those cordon fences are not there. What do we
do when things turn out this way? Even the people he
profess to have talked to and admitted that indeed they
have played a role in destroying the fence, we want the
evidence of that. We cannot allow those allegations to
be made against our people while elephants are making
their lives difficult.
MADAM SPEAKER: I do not know if the Minister
would like to respond now since he has given a lengthy
answer. Can you do that Minister?
MR RALOTSIA: No Madam Speaker, the Honourable
Member there is disputing the fact that the cordon fence
is there. I will be in North West next week on the 25th
of February and I am extending the invitation to the
Honourable Member so that I show him where the fence
has been destroyed. That is the only evidence I can give.
IMPACT OF MAKALAMABEDI PROTECTION
ZONE ON FARMERS WHO ARE NOT IN
HAINAVELD
MR K. MARKUS (MAUN EAST): asked the Minister
of Agriculture:(i) if he is aware of the impact of Makalamabedi
Protection Zone on the farmers who are not in
Hainaveld; and
(ii) what action will be taken to help farmers to reduce
cattle mortality due to overgrazing.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Thank you very much Madam Speaker. My Ministry
did establish the Protection Zone (Subzone 2e) which is
delineated from the rest of communal area in Subzone
2d by a double cordon fence that runs along the
boundary of farms and the Ramsar site. This protection
zone was established with a view to expand marketing
opportunities for cattle from Ngamiland. This allowed
export of cattle to Zimbabwe and the Democratic
Republic of Congo with direct benefits to farmers
until the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease in the
Hainaveld.
My Ministry is aware of the complaints by farmers
outside the protection zone fence regarding lack of
access to grazing inside the farms in the protection
zone. To mitigate against overgrazing, Government
has subsidised livestock feeds by 50 per cent to enable
farmers to support their cattle. However, mortality
observed in cattle in the area was due to cattle being
trapped in Lake Ngami. My Ministry is working on
conducting mobile services to bring feeds closer to
farmers. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR MARKUS: Supplementary. Minister I am not sure
if you really understood my question and I would like to
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explain. I was saying that the fence is forever destroyed
and the cattle go inside and once they are there, they
fail to find their way back and due to that, they end up
dying because of lack of water. There is no control of
movement once they are in there and there is a certain
area where they are unable to return once they go there
because it is far. That is the gist of my question because
those who are on the other side of Hainaveld are the
ones who suffer most because once their cattle go to the
other side they do not return but rather die in there. The
reason for going in there is because of the destroyed
fence.
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you very much Honourable
Member, this is good because it will assist to back up the
statement that I just made that indeed the fence is there
because you have been disputing it. Madam Speaker,
the point that I am trying to drive home is that there is a
protection zone and the other area has more grass than
the other and that is where most cattle go. Now because
of these, farmers cut off the fence so that their cattle
can go in there and that is bad. I do understand you
Honourable Member and we might not be in agreement
but that is how things are.
MR ARONE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
does the Honourable Minister understand the meaning
of the word dilapidated and does he mean that, even if
a man was to walk wearing a tattered pair of trousers
that exposes everything, we should just say he is fine?
Is that what you are saying about the state of that fence?
MR RALOTSIA: I do understand but the fact that the
fence has been cut off does not nullify its existence.
Honourable Member has also said putting on a tattered
pair of trousers does not mean one is not wearing
anything at all.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is referring to
himself.
MR RALOTSIA: He is referring to himself not Madam
Speaker. He says, does it mean that when he is putting
on a tattered pair of trousers he is not wearing anything?
What I want us to do Madam Speaker as Honourable
Members in this House is that, it is very, very important
and critical that as we talk to our people, we should
not try to be nursing what they do which is not right. I
am speaking with authority here that, people are doing
things on the fence which are not good. I thank you.
LACK OF STREETLIGHTS FOR SOME
RESIDENTS OF GERALD AREA 36
MR M. I. MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development if he is aware that some residents of
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Gerald Area 36 have no streetlights; if so, when does he
plan to provide streetlights in this area.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Madam Speaker, I
am aware that some residents of Gerald Area 36 have no
streetlights. That notwithstanding, my Ministry through
Francistown City Council awarded the tender on the
19th September 2015 for the installation of streetlights
in Block 5 and 6 in which Area 36 falls but some
bidders objected and the contract could not proceed.
The contract has not been signed by Council pending
resolution of the dispute by its Appeals Board.
The project has therefore been put on hold, pending
conclusion of the appeal process. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, my question is, why is the government
burdening herself with the project of streetlights
installation everywhere? Why can you not consider
roping in the private sector to construct streetlights,
manage them and ensure that they work at all times?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I do not have the
answer to that question right now, Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Minister, can you
explain to this House when you envisage the resolution
of this case by the bidders such that we can expect the
commencement of this project? Thank you so much.
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I think we will have
to just wait for the Appeals Board to attend to the other
contractors’ issues. However I do not have a date when
the Appeals Board will sit and resolve the issue.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Honourable
Speaker, I thought it was said that the tender was
awarded in 2015 but right now we are in 2016. According
to your estimation, how long does it take for cases of
this nature to get resolved because I do not think they
should stretch as far as 2017? That is what I wanted
to understand because the duration between 2015 and
2016 is quite long.
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Madam Speaker, I
cannot establish at the moment when the Appeals Board
will sit and resolve the issues of contractors who had
objected to the contract being awarded. So I will have
to establish, maybe by another question as to when the
Appeals Board will attend to the matter.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
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STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 56 OF 2015:
SOUTHERN DISTRICT COUNCIL (DAY CARE
CENTRE) BYE-LAWS, 2015.
(Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 66 OF 2015:
JWANENG TOWN COUNCIL (NUISANCE
CONTROL) BYE-LAWS, 2015.
(Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 67 OF 2015:
NORTH WEST DISTRICT COUNCIL (CONTROL
OF LIVESTOCK AND OTHER ANIMALS) BYELAWS, 2014.
(Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development)
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I am rising on a point of order as per Standing
Order 37.4, making a follow-up…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, no, no,
no, I am not going to allow you to do that. We spoke
about that yesterday.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He has not even started
speaking…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I know what he is going to
say, I know. I am not going to allow you; you will come
to my office.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, yesterday you
promised…
MADAM SPEAKER: You will come to my office
Honourable Nkaigwa, that is what I said yesterday.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, yesterday you
promised me that you are going to find out the reasons
why my questions were not appearing on the Order
Paper. So I thought maybe today you have an answer
to that…
MADAM SPEAKER: I said you should come to my
office yesterday, that is what I said. Come to my office.
MR NKAIGWA: I came to your office Madam Speaker
and I was promised that you were to engage me but
unfortunately you never engaged me. That is why I
thought that, since you did not engage me, my questions
will then appear on the Order Paper today.
MADAM SPEAKER: Come to my office, we will talk
about it.
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MR NKAIGWA: Again Madam Speaker? Time is not
with me...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, no, no, come to my office;
this is not an office. Honourable Nkaigwa is just doing
this deliberately, he knows the procedure.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker, my question is
when, because I came to your office. I was with the
Opposition Whip.
MADAM SPEAKER: Come tomorrow morning.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of procedure Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I think maybe you can guide
us because I believe that it is important that we speak
in Parliament. I have observed on several occasions
now that when a Member of Parliament wants to speak,
though you do not know what he or she is going to say,
you stop that person. My request is that moving forward
Madam Speaker, allow people to finish and that is when
you can make a ruling whether you agree with what was
said or not.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you are
out of order, because when he started talking I knew he
was going to address the issue that we had yesterday,
regarding Standing order 37.4 and I had asked him to
come to my office. He had already said Standing Order
37.4, so please, please.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! When the House
adjourned yesterday, Honourable Molale was on the
floor and he was left with 12 minutes and 19 seconds.
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS AND
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE):
Thank you, Madam Speaker. I was saying that ESP is
not a new thing, we used to have the Accelerated rural
Development Programme in 1974 and some of members
here were not yet born, I repeat that. We had Accelerated
Remote Area Development Programme, Major Village
Infrastructure, Accelerated Land Servicing Programme
and now we have the Economic Stimulus Package. All
these were aimed at boosting the economy and growing
the size of the cake such that the economy can expand
so that we have job creation. It looks like others did not
understand Honourable Mathambo, may I kindly quote
paragraph 6 of Honourable Mathambo’s speech, which
talks about ESP, through you madam speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Are you quoting from the
Budget Speech?
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MR MOLALE: Budget Speech Madam, part of
Paragraph 6, “ESP is aimed at supporting domestic
economic activities in the short term, while providing
foundation for a sustainable growth path for the economy
in the long term through investment in infrastructural
development.” This is why I am comparing this
programme to the programmes we had before because
the Accelerated Land Serving programme helped
improve land servicing in towns. The land was serviced
to the effect that we have industrial land and commercial
land. We built factories and created employment
through these factories. That is what we are saying the
ESP is going to do. And that is why we are talking about
Special Economic zones, infrastructure and re skilling
the youth in particular and so forth. After doing all these
things, economy will be boosted because those people
who were just educated but not trained will be trained
and employable. Therefore in that way it is resuscitating
the economy, it is not like we are wasting government
money; that is not true.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOLALE: Madam Speaker, the sad part is
that, some of us just criticize without realising that
they are even contradicting themselves, I wish to
quote from the Leader of Opposition’s speech in his
response to the budget speech, part of paragraph 10, ‘
“They do not generate economic booms. So we were
shocked as Ministers, legislators, Councillors and party
operatives went around the country urging Batswana to
register firms in preparation for the ESP. This is cruel,
irresponsible and fraudulent.” Member of Parliament
who has an elevated position as Leader of Opposition,
saying that about ESP. He talked about the economist
John Maynard Keynes in his speech, but he forgets that
the very same John Maynard Keynes he talked about,
was the architect of the Marshal plan, which was an ESP
oriented kind of approach. He does not know that. He
should know this and I therefore request him to leave
economics to us economists, so that we do our job. As
for criticism, he should do it elsewhere and not here.
That is not true.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You mean at the law
firm now.
MR MOLALE: Honourable Members, I can dare
anybody from the Opposition, to go with me at a
Kgotla meeting where I will present about ESP and they
criticize it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)...
MR MOLALE: Let us go, I can dare you. There is not
one who can dispute the importance of ESP
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction.
MR MOLALE: That is what we should realise, that is
the honest truth
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Honourable Minister,
correction.
MR MOLALE: I do not have time Honourable Member.
We have said that in governance, since we have led for
quite some time now, we know this thing. For those who
may not understand, they may not know that this ESP is
a government initiative to help the people have a hand in
enhancing the same economy. Running a country needs
consensus, that is why we…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
Elucidation. Thank you, Madam Speaker. Thank you,
Honourable Member. We go around urging people to
register companies so that they benefit. When we do that
we are said to be fraudulent, yet they go and register
theirs. Is it not fraud what they are doing, where they
go and register their own companies and then tell the
people not to?
MR MOLALE: Thank you Honourable Member. That
is the cheating that I am talking about. Because people…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Thank you
very much, Madam Speaker. I think the statement which
has just been uttered by the Honourable Minister there
is imputing improper motives on the people who have
actually…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No! No! No! Who have
commented like what the Minister was just quoting. He
is now saying that she is riding on the quote from the
Honourable Minister that the writer of that actually had
registered a company and now he comes to Parliament
and then denies other people to do the same. That is
how I do interpret it. That is what she was actually
elucidating. I think that is wrong.
MADAM SPEAKER: I did not hear him say that. He
was just being general. He never said Honourable Boko
has registered a company.
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS AND
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE):
Thank you Madam Speaker. So, this requires consensus
through consultation. That is why we have the second
stage to hear what people have to say about the new
Vision 2016...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Murmurs)…
MR MOLALE: Vision 2036 is underway Madam
Speaker; we want the consensus so that when we come
back, we...
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of order.
Madam Speaker, the House is out of order in the sense
that, even though Honourable Boko has not switched on
his microphone, he cannot be threatening people. So I
request you to put the House in order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Proceed Honourable
Molale! Please be quiet Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: I also cannot hear those who are
talking because you are making noise.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR KGATHI: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker, when I have stood on a point of order which
you had allowed me to speak on, you must rule. It cannot
just go as if nothing has happened. I stood on a point of
order that you allowed and it follows that you must rule.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, I said
it is noisy and I cannot hear. Please comply with the
Standing Orders and keep quiet so that I can hear you.
I did not even hear Honourable Boko whom you are
making reference to. It was noisy. Please comply with
Standing Orders.
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. We are
moving on with Vision 2036 to get consensus from the
public so that when we go on with plans and allocation
of funds...
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure.
Honourable Speaker, I think Honourable Shaw Kgathi
was right that you must make a ruling. Maybe if you
did not hear him you could ask him to repeat because
we have a problem of points of orders left without any
rulings in this House and this may get us in trouble in
future.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, we
have long passed that issue.
MR MOLALE: Madam Speaker, after getting
consensus like we do through Vision 2036, it will help
us going forward to assess the economy and to guide
funds allocation by Parliament. That is why Vision
2036 should be aligned to National Development Plan
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11 (NDP11) etc. Talking aimlessly would not be good
for us. Let me thank the Leader of the Opposition that
this time around they are part of Vision 2036 and I
am happy to give him feedback that people from his
coalition are working hard unlike when we were doing
the first Vision.
Madam Speaker, the other thing that I feel is necessary
is that, when we talk about the Budget, we should
state where we got the money from. We know that in
the past five years, our financial sources have not been
stable enough to give us enough funds to be allocated
well. However, we know that during this time, the BDP
Government did good to sustain our economy. We know
that there were no retrenchments in the public service.
We had recession relief allowance etc.
Madam Speaker, it is appalling that on paragraph two
of the Leader of the Opposition`s speech, he said that
countries reacted during the recession and Botswana
remained still. That is not true like I have just alluded.
We stood up and came up with strategies to sustain our
economy until now when we want to stimulate it with
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) to grow it
further.
Madam Speaker, I wish we could always take the Budget
in the manner it should be. We should not come here and
talk to please. It is a very serious business that we should
take seriously and not just to oppose just because we
should. Budget allocation means the lives of the people.
That is why I congratulated Honourable Matambo and
supported him that this Budget seems to be the first of
its kind and I could say, ‘keep it up brother.’ Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me also debate on the matter
at our disposal. In doing so, I must highlight that my
constituents in Kgatleng have sent me to ask the BDP
Government how far they are in addressing their long
pending issue of the storm water drainage. Mochudi
village or Kgatleng as a whole is very rocky.
They have been told that they will have the Storm Water
Drainage Master Plan 15 years ago. They are asking
when you will help them to ensure that they are not
taken away by floods. Bakgatla are saying that ten years
ago, you came to Mochudi and told them that you are
doing the sewerage system. You have left it pending.
They want to know when you will come to finish this
sewerage system.
Bakgatla are saying that you have long promised that
their health posts will be upgraded into clinics; and is still
over ten years ago. Residents of Malotwane have sent
me to ask you when you are upgrading their health post
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to a clinic, the same about residents of Leshibitse, Pilane
and Kgomodiatshaba. I told them that there is somebody
in Parliament called Madundwane he is the one who has
stopped everything. They also want to know the time
that you are planning to start implementing what you
have promised them. Bakgatla want me to report to you
that their tribal offices are too small, they is shortage of
office space…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. Thank you Madam Speaker, I am worried
because Honourable Mangole, Honourable colleague
whom I respect so much because he trained me in
volleyball is talking about my clinics, I am the only one
who can respond when you talk about those and you
are saying somebody called Madundwane is refusing to
deliver. In other words he is saying I am Madundwane.
He is out of Order Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mangole who is
Madundwane?
MR MANGOLE: Madam Speaker my younger sister
Dorcas is far from being Madundwane, she should
not worry. When the time comes for her to respond
to the questions that I am asking, she should do so
meritoriously. She knows that she is Dorcas full stop.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of procedure. I
wanted to ask the Honourable Member if he is not the one
representing the villages that he has been mentioning.
Why are they saying he should ask us whereas he is the
one who made a promise to them during the elections?
If he is not telling them about the economic challenges
that the country is faced with, who will? I thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is saying Madundwane will
do the work.
MS TSHIRELETSO: He is out of order by saying
somebody should go and represent him whereas he is
the member for that constituency.
MR MANGOLE: I thank you Madam Speaker, I mean
those are some of the questions that Bakgatla have
asked me to present to the government of the Botswana
Democratic Party which controls the budget. They want
to know why they have been neglected. When are you
going to attend to their needs? I will leave that one
and debate Honourable Matambo’s budget. I hope the
Ministers will answer my questions as we continue.
I tried to follow your presentation Minister. I have a
concern; the first one is the growth of our economy.
Minister was stating that he has the tools that he is
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using, monetary policy tools to try to grow our economy
and one of them is the bank rates. It has decreased from
where it was to six per cent, and the government is doing
everything to improve the economy.

MR MANGOLE: No you refused to yield earlier when
I asked for clarification. I am refusing.

I was listening to the Minister very well however I still
have a concern. Is this monetary policy tool of bank rate
as effective as it should be in economic growth? Are
there any other better tools that you could use rather
than bank rates? The reason being that, if the bank rate
was effective we could be seeing the results …

MR MANGOLE: Yes, you refused, I am retaliating.
Anyway, speak you are wasting my time.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR MANGOLE: I am talking to Madam Speaker so
there is no need for me to look her in the eyes. Why do
you feel so intimidated? Is this bank rate effective or it
is just limiting the rate at which the companies will be
applying for the loans to improve their businesses. Is
this working? I do not think the bank rate policy tool
is working because the companies are continuing to
suffer as they are not able to apply for loans. If it was
effective, we could be seeing change, there was going
to be a decrease in the unemployment rate. We are still
at a point where our companies are closing down, they
are retrenching workers. Therefore this is why I am
wondering Madam Speaker whether the bank rate as a
monetary policy tool is effective, is it working?
I am concerned Madam Speaker because the Minister
was saying we are doing well using our exchange
rate policy to make sure that our country settles well
with the foreign reserves. I am still asking myself if
the Minister is listening to himself. I believe that the
exchange rate policy could be used for competition of
our companies in the international market. We can still
ask this question, is it working in the current situation
in Botswana or it is just a wish that it does? Minister
I suspect that this policy is not effective. I am saying
this because, if it was effective we could be seeing our
companies easily marketing their goods outside the
country. By now we could not be basing our lives in the
minerals; different companies could be competing with
others in the international market. That is not the case,
our companies and goods are still not able to penetrate
the international market.
Is the exchange policy as effective as our Minister make
it to sound, no. In my believe it is not working for us at
all. I trust that the tool that could enable us to compete
internationally is productivity and improved efficiency.
We are still lagging far behind in that, and that is where
I think Minister you should be focused . Exchange rate
alone is not working for us at all. Minister I heard you
talking about investing in infrastructure development…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Me!

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION:
(MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification. You are not
telling the truth, when I was debating I yielded seven
times. You have been complaining that you are worried
about the use of exchange rate policy but you are not
offering an alternative. What is your suggestion since
you are not comfortable with the exchange rate policy?
MR MANGOLE: Then it means you were not paying
attention to what I was saying Honourable Member.
My suggestion is that, the Minister should try the
productivity and efficiency tool. This one will enable our
goods to compete in the international markets. Currently
the productivity and efficiency of our companies is very
low, so much so that it overshadows the exchange rate
policy that we want to implement. That is what I was
suggesting to the Honourable Minister.
Honourable Minister stated that they are making efforts
to make sure that all projects for water and electricity
will be accorded high priority in the allocation of the
budget of 2016/2017. I do not know what difference this
is going to bring. The last three budgets, priority in the
allocation of budget was given to water and electricity.
What did we gain from it? I do not believe we need to
invest a large sum of money in this Ministry. Just like
my President Honourable Duma Boko and his Vice
President Honourable Ndaba said; we do not have an
efficient way of using funds that are allocated for water
and electricity. That is where the problem is. A lot of
money has been allocated to water and electricity before
yet nothing was achieved; we were therefore hoping
that the Honourable Minister will explain to us what it
is that he is going to do differently this time around.
That is what I thought you would be coming up with
Honourable Minister instead of just saying monies will
be apportioned to water and electricity; something that
we have always done but failed us. How are you going
to fight the corruption that transpires once funds are
allocated to water and electricity? I believe that is the
most important thing.
Defence spending; I have always said in this Parliament
that I am an Advocate of a strong Defence Force and
I strongly believe that our country ought to have it.
For years our country had a low Economic output.
Furthermore there were signs that we are a peaceful
country with fewer threats; but nonetheless we still
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continued to focus on defence, when we could have
shifted our focus from excessive defence spending and
invested on aspects that will improve our economy.
Someone earlier mentioned that for other countries to
fear you they need to see you building your defence
systems to really outstanding levels. In these peace
times, I am wondering whether this person is aware
that this could send a wrong message; some countries
might think you have a hidden agenda. This can mean
that other countries may also start strengthening their
defence system simply because they saw us suspiciously
buying weapons during peace times and conflicts may
arise due to this. That is the negative aspect to it. We
need to focus more on our economy. Just like Major
General Mokgware said, our defence spending should
be for strengthening our army for internal security. We
should not invite unnecessary trouble to ourselves;
we need to stop acting like we have external threats
while we do not. I do not agree with our approach of
spending so much money on our defence while the
country’s economy is suffering; so much poverty and
high unemployment rates. Honourable Minister talked
about…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MANGOLE: I do not have enough time.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I wanted to remind you
of what you said last year.
MR MANGOLE: Wait, you can remind me later.
Honourable Minister talked about their plans to
make sure that the Local Government is productive.
I am wondering whether the Honourable Minister
and the Botswana Democratic Party Government
understands their own notion. We believe that for the
necessary conditions for a very strong, effective Local
Government, they need to be given independence to
do things their own way; to possibly even raise funds
for themselves. We are not strengthening the Local
Governance or local economy if we are going to
continue controlling and spoon feeding them. We need
to go back and read an insightful research that was once
done by Honourable Venson-Moitoi which have now
been copied by other countries and using it effectively.
South Africa is basically using Honourable VensonMoitoi’s recommendations. That is why the local
governance structures of South Africa are solid. We on
the other hand decided to discard it. As long as we do
not give the councils the necessary autonomy, they will
always lack behind. I want to talk about the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP). It is such a shame that
the Botswana Democratic Party Government is using
the concept of the ESP for a totally wrong and totally
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different intention. What you are doing is not ESP. We
were told last year in Parliament that the development
plan is being extended with an extra year. So many
questions were asked about the next development plan.
We were told that the Government will be in control
of determining what to include or exclude. Due to this
year being vacant and having no development plan,
the government is now coming up with projects like
the Backlog Eradication. Instead of explaining what is
going to be done about a vacant year, ESP is brought
up and I am not buying it. When delivering his budget
speech, my understanding is Honourable Minister
should have explained that under normal circumstances
the budget that he will be presenting is P51 billion but
there will be an additional P10 billion for ESP and these
are the full details of the programme. A few days back
Honourable Buti informed us that ESP is not new, it
has been used at Canada, America and China. I wish
to advise that indeed it was used at America but during
its implementation, the government took 150 billion
Dollars from the budget and allocated it to the economy
to stimulate it, Canada did the same thing.
What happened and which I am totally against is the
approach of the Botswana Democratic Party government
to stimulate the economy as the government will be
authorising tenders, companies tender for government
projects. In my view with regards to the state and
challenges of our economy, that is a wrong approach.
My belief is that at least we could empower the very
most important economy players, who are the tax payer
or workers, the business community, those are the
people we should be focusing on in terms…
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Elucidation Madam
Speaker. My colleague needs to understand one thing
that on that other side they say they are the Umbrella for
Democratic Change (UDC) party and what is presented
here is the thinking and methodology of the BDP. I
thought that when you stand here you will give us an
alternative not to edit the programme of the Botswana
Democratic Party, so try to give us an alternative not to
edit.
MR MANGOLE: Thank you my colleague. If you
were paying attention, when I indicate something that
I am against, I provide an alternative that in my view
this could be done, it means you were not listening.
What I am basically saying is the government’s
spending approach to Economic Stimulation will not
work rather Government spending should be directed
to empowering the workers, to empowering the tax
payer, to empowering the business community through
revising tax incentives for business community, taxes

Tuesday 16thFebruary, 2016

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

must be reduced so that they can be motivated. The
workers of Botswana…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…

this is concerned I am not convinced if that is the right
approach. And I do believe that from the bottom of your
heart you know that this is not the right way there is a
better way of boosting the economy.

MR MANGOLE: Of course that is a way to empower
workers, for ten years or even more than that the salaries
of the workers of Botswana have been stagnant. It does
not matter how much you spend as the Government in
the establishment of youth owned companies. When
they produce whatever that they produce, who is there
to buy because you have the workers, you have ordinary
Batswana, you have the customers who are broke,
their salaries do not allow them to participate in the
economy. Honourable Minister I strongly believe that
the approach should have been to empower workers in
fact if your presentation was that I am going to stimulate
the economy, the P2 or P3 billion of the budget is going
to be used to commission salaries review of workers to
empower workers so that they can be able to participate
in the economy, we would understand.

There are so many programmes, Government attempted
and failed just like one Honourable Member was saying
here, the one who is just leaving now, where is he going
now, about the accelerated what-what policy. We have
attempted Accelerated Rainfed Agricultural Program
(ARAP) and everything; he places ESP in the class of
ARAP and other policies. When he does that he simply
tell us just like those other policies and programmes
have failed this country they have not taken it anywhere
even ESP as it is cooked now, it is going to fail just like
any other programme.

Honourable Minister if you were to tell me that we
are putting in place mechanisms to reduce costs of
workers when purchasing houses, I would understand.
Honourable Minister if you told me that you are putting
in place a tax regime which will commission taxes of
private companies so that they can see that the more I
put in to the economy, the lesser I am going to be taxed
and therefore I can have an incentive to improve the
economy of Botswana.

I do believe that the writing is on the wall; the state of
our economy, the way workers of this country are some
of the people who are unhappy I do not believe that
your attempt will bear fruit and will improve Batswana
anyhow. In the meantime the Botswana Democratic
Party could just accept its fate and wait for 2019
because Batswana have made up their minds, they are
going to vote you out of power and vote in the new party
of UDC to rectify the economy of Botswana as quick
as possible. You are worsening the situation, you have
failed it is enough.

I have always believed and I still believe and I am sure
that the Minister as an economist, an intellectual, as the
person I respect the most in Botswana I believe that you
agree with me that let the Government play a leading role
in the economy of the country because Government in
more often than not, they distort the economic indicators
in an alarming manner. I think you will reduce your role
and allow the relevant stakeholder to participate. In that
respect Mr Speaker, I am not completely convinced that
our approach is the economic stimulus.
This is exactly what we have said in our manifesto that
the day we are in power as the UDC, we are going to
stimulate the economy in this manner; At Canada which
he was talking about though he was misinformed about
its approach to ESP they said as the Government we are
going to invest 35 billion but now we are venturing into
constructing infrastructure of roads in Botswana which
has not yet even been approved as a way of boosting
the economy of our country. For us if our last year’s
budget was P50 billion and the current one is P51 but
then it is alluded that there is an element of ESP in it,
what is that? What would happen if there was no ESP?
Would our budget be at P35 billion? Minister as far

I do not see anything here Minister, in your response
can you kindly explain to us how the current budget
compared to last year’s budget, what is the difference. I
do not see any improvement.

With those few remarks, I stand to say that I am really
finding it difficult to support this year’s budget because
it does not meet Batswana’s expectations and ours. In
fact it has elevated Batswana’s expectations which will
never be realised. I am disappointed with this budget.
Thank you.
MR MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I will not take too long so
that I can relieve you at around 4 o’clock. I would like to
commend Honourable Matambo and his ministry for the
job they did. The budget for this financial year was done
during the time when the country was not doing so well
economically. During the past weeks the Ministry of
Minerals, Energy and Water Resources (MEWR), led by
Honourable Mokaila, stated that the fuel prices had been
reduced. That was the best news to Batswana because
we knew that we would be able to get cheaper fuel since
we use it on daily basis. What is so painful though is that
the fall in fuel prices are caused by the fact that crude
oil is not being bought as much and the prices have also
gone down. This means that the people who have got
Hansard No 182
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the buying power, who have been buying our diamonds
no longer have the capital to purchase them because the
crude oil that they trade in is not being bought. When
they experience financial hardships then it means that
the diamonds that we mine in our country will…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Dr Mmatli, you
cannot both leave, please check if we are quorate
first. One should remain. Proceed Honourable Deputy
Speaker.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker. The
fact that crude oil is not being bought is what leads to
the sales of diamonds falling since those who normally
buy them cannot afford to at the moment. That only
leads to us mining those diamonds and storing them so
that they can be bought when there is demand again.
That is what is going to affect the economy of this
county and ultimately take us back to the recession that
we experienced during the past years. This is why I was
saying that I commend Honourable Matambo for having
managed to allocate the little that we have so well and
that indicates to me that indeed the Botswana Democratic
Party government has got direction. Secondly Madam
Speaker, what I realised as I read the budget speech is
that as a country we need to increase ways in which we
generate our revenue. Honourable Matambo refers to that
as expanding revenue streams. Last year in December
you sent me to Paris, France as a representative at the
21st Conference of the Parties. During my conversation
with other Members of Parliament there I realised that
this country is lagging behind when it comes to a lot of
things. They told me that their countries benefit from
Green Climate Fund that was established by the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). They realised that all that they are doing
to ensure that they protect the ozone layer is acceptable
to the world and so they get that money and add it to
their budgets to increase them. I asked myself what our
problem is regarding the fact that we are well known
for utilising our money wisely and using the revenue
collected from the diamonds to develop the country and
therefore why are we not benefiting from this fund as
well.
Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Agriculture encourages
people to practice what is called row planting, to use
manure and also to use hybrid seeds. Those are the
concepts of what is called Climate-smart Agriculture,
which is encouraged by UNFCCC because we are now
experiencing a change in climate. When I consider all
these things that the farmers are doing we can package
these programmes, and come up with a proposal to
Green Climate Fund so that they can assist us to further
improve on how we are doing things. We can then use
the funding on other things that we need in the country.
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Madam Speaker, we have been talking about the
infrastructure development that is done through the
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) and our National
Development Plan. We can still use those two to propose
to the Green climate fund that we have got projects in
the pipeline that are geared towards a better environment
and if we are successful we can then use the funding for
those projects. The reason being that this Green Climate
Fund, encourages countries to change the way they have
been doing things and to bear the environment in mind
when it comes to the projects that they do so that there
can be sustainable development. We have agreed on this
initiative as the African countries and we even signed an
agreement on it.
What I can request from Honourable Matambo and our
government is that it is time we organise our programmes
and we write those proposals to the Green Climate Fund,
so that we can benefit from that fund. All that they need
is for us to be having a structure that will then allocate
the funds and Honourable Matambo’s Ministry can do
that very well. We have structures such as the National
Development Bank, and those are the structures that we
can use to request that money. Madam Speaker I am
talking about huge sums of money and when we were at
that meeting with different countries they committed to
disbursing around US$60 billion before the end of the
year to be used for climate action projects. The money
will be increased as time goes on until at the end of the
year when it will be up to US$100 billion. It was the
second commitment they made and it was signed for in
Paris. My request is that Botswana should see to it that
they take advantage of this and at least we should have
benefited to the tune of US$5 billion by 2020 so that we
can see what difference it can make in our country.
Secondly Madam Speaker, as a way to increase our
revenue streams there is what is referred to as Carbon
Tax. When one travels to countries like South Africa,
Zimbabwe, Namibia and Zambia they have to pay that
tax. It is only in this country where one does not have to
pay. We have no toll gates, nothing and people just drive
in our country tax free. We use our cars until they are in
a bad state and they smoke. A car would be emitting so
much smoke to the point where you might even think
that it may burst into flames at any time. These things
Madam Speaker, little as they may seem, are the ones
which when increased over time, they can pollute the
atmosphere. There is a climate change and as Batswana
here, we are also going to end up feeling its aftermaths.
Therefore my request is that vehicles should be tested,
to check the the amount of their carbon emissions. The
government should put up regulations which govern
how much smoke should be emitted by a vehicle. A
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vehicle which emits smoke beyond the acceptable
amount should not be allowed on the roads. As we have
done with those who drink alcohol that if one goes
beyond the allowed measurement and they drive, they
would be arrested, Madam Speaker. Let us now move
towards environmental pollution.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
Honourable Member. You are debating very well with
regard to emissions, but I wanted to clarify that we have
submitted the regulations on emissions to the Attorney
General Chambers (AG’s) to interpret them for us. We
are also concerned about that Honourable Member.
Thank you.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Honourable
Minister Mabeo. What you have just said is one of the
reasons which compelled me to become a member of
the BDP (Domkrag). You are people who respond to
the conditions in the country, you are quick to assist
Batswana.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank
you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable Colleague.
You are on the right track; currently Batswana have an
opportunity to own vehicles from Japan and so forth.
When you say emissions, does it mean these second
hand vehicles are going to stopped? Batswana are going
to fail to pay the tax you are talking about, and that is
going to put them at a disadvantage.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Madam Speaker, when I am
in Parliament I do not consider the fact that I may be
driving a car which I bought from Mogoditshane, I
do not even consider the fact that I may have another
vehicle at the cattle post like that, I consider the world
globally or at large. What I am saying with regard to
climate change will not wait for a time when we shall
realise that vehicles which go around emitting smoke
have a certain impact. As I am talking to you now, we
have spent so much money trying to reduce the effects
of drought on the farmers, but the drought is still here
Honourable Members. What we were doing last time is
just temporary relief; it is like having a headache as a
result of constipation and taking Panado. The headache
will subside a bit, but eventually it will start again.
We have not reached the root or foundation of the issue,
so we are still going to face challenges with drought
because researches have been done Madam Speaker,
and they are pointing out that we are still going to have
challenges with drought. Unsatisfactory rains are going
to be experienced for years. It has been said that in the
50 years which we have started, we have now begun a

dry spell, the whole of Southern Africa especially the
Limpopo basin, so we are in deep trouble. We have to
start coming up with legislations which those opposing
us, because it is their duty to oppose us, they will look
for something to hold on to. We are used to it, they are
just like that; but I think this time around we shall be in
unison.
The other thing Honourable Speaker is that, every
year when one pays for vehicle tests, this will assist to
generate revenue for government which will in turn be
used to develop this country.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. You are debating very well Honourable
Member; this area really touches your heart. Please
guide us here, these people who contribute a lot of
money; are some of them not the ones who are refusing
to sign agreements which can reduce this problem?
When you are there how do you perceive them? Do you
consider them to be good and that they must continue
throwing the money to the problem or they should be
part of the solution? I am referring to those who are
refusing to sign those agreements concerning emissions.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Honourable Member, people
who refuse to sign these agreements date far back
in terms of time. This time around we hope all the
countries which were represented in Paris are going to
sign, especially those who had refused to sign before. It
was the first time in the history of the Conference of the
Parties Madam Speaker, seeing over 195 leaders from
different countries gathered in one place to talk about
climate change. That was a first in the world.
This showed that the challenge with climate change
has reached a point where heads of state should meet.
What elated me the most Madam Speaker is that His
Excellency the President Lieutenant General Seretse
Khama was there. He attended this meeting and pledged
that when he reaches home, he is going to ensure that
as Botswana, we would be ready to combat climate
change. This has given climate change prominence. The
other thing which I wish to see happening in our country
is that there should be an office dealing with climate
change, which addresses all issues which are related to
climate change as we have done with…
MR MOREMI: Point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. The other day we were given a savingram
stipulating how the President should be addressed fully.
Today he has shortened his name.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Complete that name
Honourable Member.
Hansard No 182
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MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker.
I think I made a mistake. I did not add Doctor. The
complete name of His Excellency the President is
Lieutenant General Dr Seretse Khama Ian Khama.
I think having called him like that, the Honourable
Members will be happy.
Madam Speaker, what I am encouraging in this Parliament
is that let us help each other Honourable Members of the
opposition that side. Because of this climate change, we
have now started talking about climate action, climate
adaptation and climate mitigation. These are issues
which are supposed to come to the table in Parliament so
that we talk about them. We have to change the system
of public transportation which we are using. If we could
give an example Madam Speaker, if you go outside right
now, our roads are congested by taxis and combis. Why
is the Council not running public transport? Why can we
not have public transportation which is run by Council,
using buses, using trains? By so doing we would reduce
the amount of emissions on our roads.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
Elucidation. Thank you Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Colleague, the Council was run by some
people who are in this House, the issues you are talking
about now, they should have implemented them and
we would not be facing the problems we are currently
having.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Yes, some of the challenges we
are having in our country Madam Speaker come as a
result of the fact that the way our government is, even if
you know that somebody does not agree with you, they
oppose you; you just take that very person and adorn
them with a mayoral chain, and give them a very high
position of taking decisions…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MOLATLHEGI: Knowing very well that that
person is going to refuse to do things as they should be
done. So, these are some of the things which are taking
us back as a country. Can you imagine the whole Mayor
of the city being there just to stifle programmes of the
current government? This city is trailing behind Madam
Speaker because people who are well known in terms
of opposing the BDP (Domkrag) have been in charge
of it in turns.

There are some people who have a tendency to state that
they are taking over the government when we talk about
these initiatives. Theirs is just an imaginary government
because they will never take over for as long as we are
still in charge and fulfil the desires of Batswana. They
will see theirs when they get to Jesus.
Madam Speaker, budget allocations – I am very satisfied
with the budget allocation because it has tried to
accommodate everyone.
We have been worried as a country about the state of
affairs when it comes education because our students
have not been performing well due to various problems.
But I have realised that the Ministry of Education has
been allocated the lion’s share. What I can request for
is to allow the responsible Minister to implement all
the proposed programs. Madam Speaker I have realised
that there are some people who have a tendency of bad
mouthing this Ministry and the ruling party. There is
one particular individual who is fond of saying that
Members of Parliament under the ruling party do not
take their children to government schools, they only
go to private schools. They are taking after the Hitler’s
theory which believed that when you are fond of telling
lies, they ultimately sound like the truth.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.

I have two children, the other one is at the university
while the other at Nanogang and the other one is a
school mate to Honourable Mangole’s child. I know
that other children for Members of Parliament school in
private schools but I do not want to name them because
it is none of my business. What I want is for us to refrain
from giving Batswana a wrong impression and wrong
information because they make it appear like their
children are the only ones at government schools while
those for the ruling party are at private schools. That
is a bad habit. Some of these Members of Parliament
proclaim to be pastors and yet they cannot afford to tell
the truth. They will fall into the pit hell of fire.

MR MOLATLHEGI: No my time is already far
spent. I would like to conclude on the issue of public

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Health has the second
largest share of the budget allocation. I believe that

Therefore these are the issues that cause a regression,
in any case I would not like to dwell much on it. Now
going into the issue of public transportation…
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transportation. It is high time we came up with strategies.
When I was in Paris the other day, our mode of transport
was the metro rail which moves underground. It was
so efficient and I even thought to myself and had a
vision that the government of the day which is here to
stay will one day provide this mode of transport so that
we can travel to nearby villages from the city without
any hassle. But it is not too late to start because our
population is growing and there is no problem with
initiating this mode of transport in our country. It will be
worse of us to fail to do that when other countries have
managed to construct a rail under the sea.
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they will ensure that resources are delivered closer to
Batswana. There has been a lot of queries raised in the
rural areas like Okavango that there are a lot of people
who are not able to make it to the hospital. Some of them
are unable to go for check-ups simply because there
is no public transport. The clinics do not have mobile
services and that means once the patient finishes the
medication given, they do not go back for refill because
of lack of transport. All they can do is depend on God.
I believe the Ministry will be able to reach out to those
kind of areas and address this situation.
In my constituency; Gaborone South, that is where I
defeated UDC beyond repair and they know that I do
not have a competitor there. I have beaten them a lot of
times, first they came as Botswana National Front, they
lost. Then they came under UDC and I still beat them.
Now they have added Botswana Congress Party and I
am still going to beat them to their game. I am expecting
our clinics to be resourced in my constituency. It is
always good to also have a 24 hour service clinic but
unfortunately if it is not resourced, it becomes painful
when a patient comes in pain only to be told that there is
no doctor or the doctor there but no medication. I want
to assume that the funds that have been allocated to the
Ministry will be used on issues like these.
When you get to a clinic, you are not supposed to be
referred to Marina Hospital, those scanners like for the
chest and Pap smear should rather be there in the clinics.
Better still, the situation in Marina is not in any way
better because they have to wait for a very long time to
get the results. So we need to have these equipment in
these clinics to address the issue of slow service.
Madam Speaker when it comes to the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development – a compassionate,
just and caring nation is characterised by helping the
less privileged in the society. I believe the funds that
have been allocated to this Ministry will increase the
social schemes and grants which we already have in
place so that the conditions may be favourable for the
beneficiaries.
Madam Speaker, allow me to talk about the commendable
Economic Stimulus Package (ESP). I have always read
about it and never actually thought it can be adopted in
our country. If there was any other government apart
from Domkrag, I doubt if this was ever going to be
practiced. The fact that they are making noise, this is
making them frantic-ba tsenwe ke mala a masesane.
They are always complaining Madam Speaker, this
clearly means Domkrag is doing well and it is going to
benefit a lot of Batswana.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
I thought you will the Honourable member to order. The

use of the frantic-ba tsenwe ke mala a masesane is not in
order and who is he referring to Madam Speaker?
MADAM SPEAKER: I did not hear anything about
mala a masesane-being frantic.
MR NKAIGWA: No then it is fine, we shall follow suit
and use the very same word because I believe it is not
fit to be used in this House; it is very un-parliamentary.
You have to bring the Honourable Member to order
Madam Speaker. Do not be clouded by the fact that he is
from the ruling party and your assistant for that matter.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member refrain
from using that word and I do not know who you were
referring to. I did not hear you when you said others are
frantic, otherwise I would have called you to order.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Pardon me, it was just a Setswana expression. In a clean
language it means being scared.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): In Sengwato, that is how we
say it as well.
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Madam Speaker,
I do not think Honourable Member is using a proper
language. This phrase of ‘mala a masesane,’ is very
un-parliamentary. If I were to direct that phrase to the
Honourable Member, how will he feel?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, he said it means to be very
frightened. So that is not an insult. Honourable Member,
please proceed and finish.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Madam Speaker, I support ESP
because it will speed up the empowerment of the private
sector. It will give projects to private companies so that
they are the ones driving the economic growth. I do not
want to agree with Honourable Mangole, I am not sure
if he is here. Madam Speaker, I am not an economist but
I am a Kasi politician from the township.
I believe that when the government awards tenders to
contractor companies, those companies are going to
employ others to carry out the government projects.
Therefore, we are going to carry out a lot of projects
and the money will flow to many people as compared to
when Honourable Matambo releases a savingram that
Bank of Botswana should reduce tax. All I need to do
is that when Honourable Matambo reduces tax, I should
hire an accountant to go and audit my books and then
we claim tax rebate. So when I compare the benefits, I
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believe that companies should be awarded projects to
carry them out instead of focusing more on tax.

was saying we could check the quorum, I am not sure if
we are quorated.

I commend the Ministry of Finance and Development
Planning for having seen it fit to award tenders to
Batswana companies. Some people are making noise
that those are temporary jobs because a school building
project will come to a completion. Hey! We know that
as a builder you build a house and at some point it is
finished, that is a fact. However as a company we expect
you to take the funds you have been paid with after the
tender you were awarded and create more jobs, grow the
economy in another way.

MADAM SPEAKER: You are 21, it is fine.

Right now Madam Speaker, when you have a company
and are awarded a tender, you may end up buying a
farm or getting involved in irrigation or running shops
or whatever as a way of diversifying from what you do.
That is how we expect economy to be moving around. It
is not like you get paid and sit around waiting for another
tender next year. No, that is not the way it is, embrace
these projects and let them not frighten you. That is how
the government functions, that is how employment is
created and another way of fighting unemployment.
Madam Speaker, my time is up but I still have more
issues to deliberate on but I will debate them at the
Committee of Supply. My request Madam Speaker is
that please caution Honourable Boko to refrain from
saying things which are not true about us. He was here
speaking in his term riddled English, I am used to that,
we went to school together. I understand his English
quite clearly. Those of you who are…
MADAM SPEAKER: Your time is up.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me first off thank the Minister
of Finance and Development Planning for this Budget
Speech, which I think he has tried by all means to cover
all the important sectors because the truth of the matter
is that, we are always thirsty for developments. Besides
there will never be a time where we can say enough.
I would also like to thank Honourable Matambo’s coworkers and public workers who were also engaged in
coming up with the 2016/2017 Budget.
Maybe I should start by saying that we always encounter
challenges along the way. However, there should be
men and women to look into them and arrange them
according to their magnitude. That is why I commend
Honourable Matambo for this Budget. Moreover, it
looks like it is a continuation from past ones and when
you look ahead it is also connected to our vision…
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure Madam Speaker. I
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MR MABEO: Thank you Honourable Keorapetse,
we are quorated. Madam Speaker, let me go back a bit
and say this Budget requires men and women who are
qualified for it. That is why I was commending those
who worked with Minister Matambo, all the public
service and the private sector which also took part in
ensuring that our Budget is solid.
I said in life we encounter challenges; there are a number
of challenges. Time and again we must review them and
see which ones we can attend quickly to considering our
capacity as a country. We are well aware of the economic
situation world-wide but one of the programmes that I
would like to applaud is the ESP which seems new but it
is not. The leadership of this country came up with ESP
because the economy was not growing at the expected
rate that can help us to move this country forward.
This programme will impact on different sectors and
also assist in creating employment opportunities more
especially for the youth who are in majority.
Let me at this point in time start with construction
especially roads construction; the very same roads
which affect all of us because we all use them. The road
should be in a good condition that can save you time.
Maybe I should start here in Gaborone. ESP programme
will focus on some roads because most of them, we are
already engaged in talks with the road engineers. I am
talking about incoming road, which every Motswana can
concur with me that there is traffic congestion on these
roads. Maybe we should not only talk about those roads
which lead to Gaborone but I can also talk about the
A1 road. All these roads join the A1 road. We therefore
have to see to it that we manage this traffic congestion
in Gaborone. I am talking about the major three roads
joining A1, which honourable Nkaigwa talked about
earlier on. Mr Speaker, the BDP government has taken
an initiative to introduce the ESP, that is the visionary
leadership of the ruling BDP, we are going to have
dual carriageway roads. When one takes the Gaborone
–Lobatse road for example; the turnaround time for
oncoming traffic and outgoing is just too long. That is
why I have said earlier on that we are doing all these
things to make things easier for everyone, we are
going to make sure that the Gaborone-Lobatse is a dual
carriage way road, we are going to do it in phases; from
Gaborone to Boatle where we will have spaghetti there.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): On a point
of procedure. Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you
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Honourable Member. You are debating well. Madam
Speaker, I think we have now moved to the committee of
supply if we dwell into the nitty-gritties of the projects
and programmes. Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: I just thought you were only
starting to debate. Please do not take much time
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, Honourable Goya is right.
Please do not dwell much on those.
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERS
MR MABEO: I am still going to talk about the
committee of supply stage. I was still on about our roads.
I will not talk about all of them but I was only giving
out examples. Honourable Members that is not all, we
have the passenger train which we are re-introducing,
this will help alleviate the congestion in our major roads
which are the backbone of our economy. I am talking
about the Trans-Kalahari road and the A1, we all know
that these are the roads that we use for transportation
of goods to other countries as well as tourism sector. In
this current situation where our diamonds are not doing
so well in the market, we should try by all means to
facilitate the tourism sector. When we construct roads
Honourable Members, we look at Maun and Nata roads
as well. Moving on to the city of Francistown; we are all
aware that we have businesses, and factories, we have
workers who are supposed to get to work in time, as
well as drop their children at school; therefore we have
a spaghetti road coming up there.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I am rising on a point of order because the
Honourable Minister is trying to mislead the nation
that all road constructions are being done under the
ESP but knowing very well that some of these projects
have long been funded by World Bank. Some of them
like in Gaborone have not yet started. They could have
started in 2010 but we are still waiting for the actual
implementation of such projects. So when he talks about
the spaghetti roads in Francistown as if they have been
funded through the ESP, I think he is misleading the
nation.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa; that is not a
point of order. The House is in order. You wanted to
correct what the Honourable Minister is saying, you are
saying the opposite of what you wanted to say and we
both know it. If then you are rising on a point of order,
you are putting me in a tight corner. You could have
opted for correction. Honourable Minister, I do believe
that you got Honourable Nkaigwa and as such you will
respond as you go along with your debate.

MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Nkaigwa, please let us be. We have taken over where
it was failing. We have rightly stated the objective of
ESP, the objective of ESP, even though some projects
have already kick-started, they are still on the objective
of the ESP. job creation as well as the traffic congestion
alleviation on the roads. Therefore…
MR GUMA: On a point of elucidation. So, I want you
to explain where the ESP funding comes from, or should
I resort to English since I do not understand Setswana
well, or should I speak Ikalanga?
MR SPEAKER: No, we know that you are not good
with Setswana. Just speak in English
MR GUMA: Funding for ESP projects could either
come from the normal revenue streams of government,
external borrowing, and bonds or even from the reserves.
If you are of the view that the money is going to come
from the World Bank, it is part of funding. That is where
the funding comes from.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, there is no
need to scream. If you want to say something, just press
the microphone and say it.
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Members, you are scared of this ESP initiative. This is
why most of you did not attend the Machaneng launch
even when you were invited to. You were outsmarted
by your juniors, his worship the mayor was there, the
one who took after you. He will give you feedback. Let
me advise you so that when you criticise you are better
placed and informed.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MABEO: And not to be angry yet companies
are continuing to register for the ESP. this is why one
of my colleagues dared one of you to attend a Kgotla
meeting when ESP is presented and you criticize him,
you cannot…
Now coming back to the subject Mr Speaker, I would
like to mention some points because I said I want to talk
about my Ministry, I will just mention a few oft them.
I picked something from the Leader of the Opposition
Honourable Boko when he talked about...
MR SPEAKER: I noticed what happened Honourable
Keorapetse. I will stop them from going out. You can
proceed Honourable Minister, the quorum is fine.
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Speaker. I should talk
about something that I picked from Honourable Boko`s
Hansard No 182
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speech during his debate on this Budget especially on
the Botswana Telecommunications Limited (BTCL).
He talked about Initial Public Offering (IPO) which we
launched last year. This was for the first time in history
when the government allowed Batswana to buy shares
in the BTCL. He seemed to doubt this effort. I must
point out that this was for the first time and companies
are going to benchmark at the BTCL. At this point in
time, I must tell you that we have more than 15 000
applications interested in buying these shares.
Honourable Members, when things are good, you should
see them as such, anyway, you are in the opposition. We
are not doing these things for the members of the BDP
but we do them as a government voted by Batswana to
improve their lives. He was saying that since we have
set the minimum number of shares one can buy at
1 000, Batswana are not going to be able to buy them.
So we have 15 000 applications so far and the closing
date is set to be 4th March. That is a …(interruption)…
response from Batswana.
I am moving from that one. Honourable Matambo
said that there are parastatals that are not performing
well, while some are and BTCL is one of those that
are doing well. Those that are not doing well include
Air Botswana. I have to say this because I recently
answered a question here in Parliament and stated that
we have formed these parastatals in good faith, to help
us in different fields since they have that experience
and the capacity. It would be irresponsible of us not to
resuscitate those which are not doing well.
There are funds that we usually give to these parastatals
that are not doing well to boost them for instance Air
Botswana. I have told you that we have to facilitate the
tourism sector because we can see that at the moment
our diamond sales are not doing as we anticipated.
Tourism is one of the major sectors that bring money
to government coffers. Therefore, we should support
tourism if it is not doing well.
Honourable Members, I should indicate that government
has addressed issues of water and electricity. We will
continue to address them because the absence of these
two affects our businesses. They negatively impact on
our lives. When there is no water in a school, children
will be released early. That ultimately affects the
performance of the children.
I would now like to get back to creation of job
opportunities. Honourable Members, government is
trying to create jobs through different sectors including
the ESP. For example, there are currently many
projects at the Ministry of Infrastructure, Science and
Technology (MIST) as advertised in the newspapers
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and Batswana owned companies are called upon to
submit proposals for doing those projects. Batswana are
coming up despite your disapproval of the ESP. Even
some of you whom we usually have one on one chats
like Honourable Nkaigwa are trying their luck. I have
told you that these projects are not for any political
organisation, but for Batswana.
I am therefore calling you members on the other side of
the aisle that had not shown interest to do so. Honourable
Gaolathe, encourage those who are still lagging behind.
We need your companies to go and hire our children so
that they can sustain their families.
Honourable Maele took us to Machaneng and the
sad thing is that I am talking to people who have not
witnessed what was happening, we have seen street
lights being taken to houses that are built by Honourable
Maele`s Ministry. Batswana have seen this and you will
never lie to any Motswana by telling them that the there
is no ESP. The reason you are complaining now...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mabeo, we have agreed
that the ‘lie’ should not be used in Parliament.
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Speaker. You will never
mislead any Motswana by telling them that the ESP
is not effective. ESP is there and this is why when
everyone of you stands to debate you start complaining
because when you are called for meetings you never
attend. If you could have made it to Machaneng none of
you could be complaining, you would be silent.
Honourable Members it is everybody’s responsibility to
see to it that the Budget that we get from Honourable
Matambo, is shared accordingly countrywide. As I
speak somebody at his constituency is going to have
a road, the other one a hospital, backlog eradication of
classrooms, and the other will have houses that we saw in
Machaneng. I want to make a plea to this House and say
there is no how this ESP could provide services to one
area at once, moreso that it is a three year programme.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): On a point of elucidation. I thank you Mr
Speaker. I thank you Honourable Member. Like you
were making it clear that everybody is going to get a
share, as we speak in my ministry we have got a plan
to construct the Phakalane/Glen valley link road at
Honourable Nkaigwa’s constituency. We are going to
construct it through ESP. I want you to ask Honourable
Nkaigwa if we can go ahead and do it through ESP. I am
saying this because he has been saying there is no ESP;
maybe he does not want it in his constituency, if so we
will use the money somewhere else.
MR MABEO: No, when Nkaigwa realizes that he is
losing the battle he keeps quite. He has long complained
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about that road and I was hoping that he was going to
commend the government for the efforts to construct it
using ESP.

in Botswana morespecially the constituents in the
Jwaneng-Mabutsane area that I am representing. Their
complaints are caused by this Budget speech.

Honourable Members since I do not have more time
left, I would like to talk about Thamaga/Kumakwane
Constituency; the constituency that brought me
here. To the Ministry of Local government and Rural
Development I would like to say you have long talked
about the sub-districts. As the areas that are close to
the city, we are not supposed to differ completely with
the city. We want to be provided with services, so that
the businesses that are in Gaborone could spread to the
nearby areas such as Thamaga and Kgatleng

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, have you
checked the quorum? Check first.

The other thing that I want to talk about is our postal
services. We know that we have programmes that
Batswana receive through the post offices. Most of them
are from the Office of the President or Ministry of Local
Government. Therefore there is need for us to improve
our post offices because from long back Batswana have
been using the post offices. In these offices we should
add a banking component, Botswana Savings Bank
(BSB) which works hand in hand with the post office. I
am therefore grateful that these are some of the things
that we are going to benefit from in my constituency.
I want to stress that countrywide there are some post
offices that are dilapidated/no longer in use, if I may use
those words. We have to consider these things.
Not only that, there is the issue of Information and
communications Technology (ICT). I want to emphasize
Honourable Members that ICT is what the economy is
globally made around. If there is a problem with our
ICT then there is no how our economy could grow.
Transport and communications or ICT are enablers of
our economies. Therefore, maybe I should plead with
you Minister of Finance and Development Planning
since you are here and say in future when we plan the
budget we should consider these things. If there is poor
ICT service we might end up not doing our things as
quickly as expected.
Our wish is to see a teacher in a classroom connected to
internet and other ICT services not whereby he is forced
to drive to Gaborone to access these services. He should
be able to do everything from there, even to pay his bills.
If you are a teacher you do not have to be driving around
instead of being in the classroom teaching students. This
will also help us decrease the movement of vehicles in
the road. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE): I
thank you Mr Speaker Sir. Honourable Member I stand
to comment on the Minister of Finance and Development
Planning’s budget speech. People are complaining

MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker, the complaints of
the residents of Jwaneng- Mabutsane constituency
is triggered by the budget speech by the Minister
of Finance and Development planning. They have
made some requests especially after hearing about the
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP). Some of these
requests have long been made during the National
Development Plan 8, NDP 9, up to NDP10. Mr Speaker,
the residents of Mahotshwane village have long made
their requests with the Ministry of Roads and Transport
and are still pleading with Botswana Democratic Party
government to listen to them. They have the right to be
assisted with tarring the road that joins the village of
Mohotshwana with Trans Kalahari road. The residents of
Keng have also requested for the Mabutsane- Keng road
to be tarred. They believe that road which links Keng
to Mabutsane will makes it easier for them to access
Mabutsane, where there are more services, even though
I believe there are none. This has been their situation
for the past 50 years of the Botswana Democratic Party
Governance. The residents of Kokong are also pleading
with you Honourable Minister to assist them with the
Kokong road. They are treated unfairly by the Botswana
Democratic Party Government which has failed to tar
their road which is not even more than 25 kilometres
with their annual budget. This Road links their village
to Mabutsane where they can access more Government
services.
MR SPEAKER: I understand you Honourable Ntlhaile,
but try to focus more on the budget debate and leave the
other issues for the committee of supply which will be
covered next week.
MR NTLHAILE: I was only passing on the pleas from
my constituency Mr Speaker. There is a 10 kilometre
road in Kanaku which links this village to Mabutsane
and the residents are pleading with Honourable Minister
to assist them by developing that road in this current
budget year.
The residents of Khakhea have also asked for the
Khakhea –Mabutsane road to be tarred for tourism
purposes and for easier access to better services that
could better their lives. The same applies to SeseJwaneng Road. The residents of Mabutsane, Khakhea
and Sekoma have also requested for development of new
roads within their villages as these roads can be helpful
in eradicating poverty in their respective villages….
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile let me remind
you that we are still in the general debate of the budget.
Next week we will have the Committee of Supply where
you will have an opportunity to cover all those concerns
from your constituency. Can you try and get back to the
current subject.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I am on
the right track; I am addressing the matters from my
constituency in conjunction with the budget. I woild
like to ask….
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, you need to take
my advice seriously.
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker; you are threatening
me but you were fine with other Honourable Ministers
talking about their constituencies.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, you heard me.
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker, I will try to be brief. I
have to address….
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: What are you doing?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You gave me the floor.
MR SPEAKER: What are you doing? Why are you
sitting down Honourable Ntlhaile?
MR NTLHAILE: He called for elucidation so I am
yielding.
MR SPEAKER: No, you cannot have bilateral
conversations down there. I am the one who will stop
you from talking.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. You are on
the right track my colleague, an oppressing government
which fails to heed people’s complaints that is why
you see Keng and Mogotshwane residents complaining
about land while this government allocated it all to
the Afrikaans, it allocated those people farms while
Sekoma residents have none. The area is full of farms,
everywhere you go there is an Afrikaans’ farm. You are
also on the right track Honourable Member…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): On a point
of order Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I think this House is
out of order. The Honourable Member who just spoke
saying that, “an oppressive government”, I think he is
imputing improper motives on the government of the
day. This is not an oppressing government, it does not
oppress anyone, if that was the case Batswana could
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have voted us out of power a long time back. We have
never oppressed anyone in this country and we are going
to continue practising that. Can you call this Honourable
Member to order, please Mr Speaker? Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Yes, Honourable Goya I agree with
you but he is not on the floor and he has finished.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, check the
quorum before you go.
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker Sir, I will quickly
highlight the most important points in the Ministry of
Health; my constituents have sent me, there have been
promises of a primary hospital at Mabutsane from NDP
8 to date, they request the Minister to assess this issue. I
am not going to dwell on them I will briefly state them…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure
Mr Speaker. Could you perhaps explain something to
us Mr Speaker, perhaps you made an amendment in the
procedure like the Honourable Member is debating have
you made a provision to have what is called State of the
Constituency Address?
MR SPEAKER: Order, No Honourable Makgalemele
there is no State of the Constituency Address. The
reason I consistently advise the Honourable Member
is because I know he is still learning the procedures of
this House. I believe that in the next budget session he
would know what to discuss. Since he says he is briefly
stating his points then get back to his debate, I gave him
that opportunity. Honourable Ntlhaile wrap up those
issues and focus on the business.
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker, thank you Sir. Let
me proceed Honourable Members. I was still talking
about the request I was sent to relay regarding the
long promised primary hospital in the Mabutsane sub
district. This is the time Honourable Minister that in
the presentation you tabled in Parliament should be one
of the requests to consider because the health care of
the constituency is in a red zone as a result of being
under privileged. Health care is an essential therefore
Honourable Member let me briefly…
MR SPEAKER: Return to your seat Honourable
Guma, Honourable Arone you may go.
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker let me conclude with the
one for Magotshwane Sir, the residents have requested
me to inform you that they are experiencing dire water
shortage. It would be a shame if the government which
prides itself in being democratic can ignore them
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because currently they do not have water, they do
not have boreholes to provide them with water. They
requested me to relay it in this budget speech.
Mr Speaker let me now proceed with the budget speech
in general. I will start with ESP which our fellow
Honourable Members on the other side of the aisle
are constantly talking about especially Honourable
Minister Mabeo. Honourable Member, ESP has failed
at the Botswana Democratic Party. What they could
have simply told Batswana regarding ESP is that they
have failed in the past five years which Batswana sent
them to do developments in different areas. When they
failed they came up with ESP as an attempt to complete
the failed projects which were budgeted for in NDP 10.
That is a way of disguising their failed attempts as they
go around the country.
First of all the right procedure was not followed that
ESP or the funds from the government coffer was being
announced at the Botswana Democratic Party congress.
That is the first sign of not following procedure and an
attempt to disguise failed projects which were under
NDP 10. That is the reason you ran to quickly announce
even before the Ministry of Finance and Development
Planning who have the expertise and skill to draft a budget
and are the responsible ministry to ensure that public
funds are not misused. So this thing discredited the ESP
as it shows that it is an embarrassing programme which
promotes corruption which the Botswana Democratic
Party were preparing to own and benefit from.
Mr Speaker the Minister’s budget speech is poor, it is
just an attempt of the Botswana Democratic Party to be
corrupt. It promotes criminal behaviour and corruption
which the government is complaining about.
Secondly this budget speech does not indicate anything
about the money that is going to be injected into the
economy in order to resuscitate it. When you consider
the figures in this year’s budget and that of the last
budget you will not see that much of a difference. The
only difference that I notice is the P1, 6 billion that is not
enough for an economy that is on a downward spiral.
There are no developed industries like the agricultural
industry for example that is not very well developed.
The same applies to the diamond industry that the
government has not done anything about getting the
best out of them despite the advice by the opposition
for the last 50 years for the Botswana Democratic Party
government to do something about that sector.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction.
MR NTLHAILE: Honourable Member I do not have
much time, let me continue with the debate. I should
show that the Economic Stimulus Package (ESP) talk is

just dishonest talk because when considering the level
of spending in government the programme will not do
much difference. As I said the P1, 6 billion is within the
bracket and there have been variations in spending in the
past years. In an economy like this one which has such
variations you cannot say that you are stimulating the
economy. This BDP government has really destroyed the
economy of this country and they should acknowledge
that they have done that by not having any programs,
relevant policies that can develop the industrial sector.
Honourable Matambo I should clearly state that this
budget speech does not have any value…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Procedure.
Mr Speaker we need your guidance here because
normally you advice that whenever people ask for
clarifications or corrections and so on one can just
indicate that they will not yield. If not it will just lead to
people shouting in all different directions and as a result
making noise. Just tell them that you will not yield.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order!
Honourable Goya, I do not understand why you always
need me to remind you about the same things every
time. Standing Order 53.1 states when one can interrupt
during a debate, and I always advise that when one is
on the floor debating when people call for a correction,
elucidation or clarification it is better to give others
a chance to help you. I believe that you normally see
the Deputy Speaker when he is debating giving others
a chance to clarify things and so on. Try and learn
something from him so that things can go well in the
House.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Mr Speaker, you are
trying but it is difficult. I should say that Honourable
Matambo your budget speech has brought a lot of
heartache to this nation. There is not enough money
in there to stimulate the economy and you could be
accepting that your party has failed to implement
programs because you were too fixated in saving. You
have been echoing that there is what is called balance of
accounts and that means you were not using money in
the correct way. Batswana are complaining because you
failed to bring about developments and as a result a lot
of projects are lagging behind. When you now have to
accept that the BDP government has failed you come up
with a program called ESP, which is just meant to pull
wool over people’s eyes in order for them to think that
it is something new. There is nothing though and as we
have seen the BDP government failed to explain what
this ESP is. The next thing you go to Machaneng where
you explain what it is even though Batswana want to
hear about it in Parliament. We see that there is the P1,
6 billion that you plan to stimulate the economy with.
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Madam Speaker there is no way the BDP government
can manage to stimulate the economy because the budget
is no different from the past ones and the difference is
just the
1.6 billion. This is why I am saying that this is just a
way to trick Batswana and there is nothing that they
will benefit from the ESP. During the past two weeks
the President held meetings in Sekoma where Batswana
asked him what the ESP will be bringing for them and
it was very embarrassing when the Minister stood up
and said they will be building a school in Francistown.
Meanwhile the meeting was held in the Sekoma,
Jwaneng-Mabutsane area. This is therefore why I am
saying that we have failed. You should therefore realize
that Batswana have seen who you really are and in 2016
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) will be taking
over governance because the BDP government has
failed to improve the economy of this country.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member did you
not mean to say in 2019?
MR NTLHAILE: 2019 Mr Speaker, it is obvious Mr
Speaker…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(murmurs)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(laughter!)…
MR NTLHAILE: It is obvious Mr Speaker, there is no
way the economy can improve because the economic
experts say that for one to stimulate the economy they
would have to inject large sums of money within a short
period into the economy. One of the ways to do that
would be putting more money into the workforce so that
they can earn better salaries and also that could only
happen if this government created jobs. Mr Speaker we
know that there is no way the budget can be interesting
because firstly the government has frozen the wage bill
of this country. That is one sign that indicates that there
is no way the economy will grow. If the work force had
buying power then that would ensure that industries
grow and employment would be created. Now Mr
Speaker, this government which has no vision, which
has no idea how the economy should be grown; we see
them running to a congress and then later coming back
to tell us that there is ESP. We are repudiating that there
is no ESP. The way they are planning it, there is no way
it is going to improve the economy. The employees
are lamenting as we speak because they are the wealth
creators of this country but they are not enjoying it.
When there is no revenue coming in to increase their
salaries so that they would be able to buy goods which
would in turn enable the economy to grow, that is a
problem.
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Mr Speaker, we have to say it out that this is making
Honourable Matambo’s speech shallow and very
embarrassing in relation to the issue of employees or
their salaries; the question is will they get something
this year because they are the ones who can assist in
terms of improving the economy. We see Honourable
Matambo hiding in a hole because he did not give the
employees anything. Now the question is who is going
to improve the economy? Something that I want to point
out is that…
MR GUMA: On a point of order. Point of order or
procedure! The Minister of Finance…
MR SPEAKER: You said point of order.
MR GUMA: Yes sir, it is still a point of order. The
Minister of Finance and Development Planning does
not announce wage increase in a Budget Speech because
it is a matter for the Bargaining Council. He could not
have done that. So, can you correct that?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Guma, that is not a point
of order, it is a correction. You cannot rise on a point of
correction and then again say point of order. Honourable
Member, I think he has heard him although he rose on
something else.
MR NTLHAILE: I have heard what he said. That is
his interpretation, so he is entitled to it. .
MR SPEAKER: No, do not put it like that.
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker, as I proceed;
Honourable Matambo’s Budget Speech does not have
anything. It is a shallow speech when it comes to the
issues of employees, concerning their future.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(MS
VENSON-MOITOI): On a point of order. The point of
order is we are supposed to be addressing the Speaker
and not addressing the Minister directly.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Mother of the House. I
was still reading. Honourable Member, you should be
addressing me this side. Leave the Minister of Finance
alone, address me. Look at me; do not address me facing
the Minister.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me
point out that this is the weakness that we are seeing
in these budget proposals which were presented by
Minister Mathambo. Employees are a very important
part which someone with a clear vision would not fail
to recognise that they grow the quality or the status of
the economy of the country in general. This situation
emanates from the fact that the issue of employees
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started in 1948 when we were still under colonial
government. Mr Speaker we will remember that in
1972 the BDP (Domkrag) government requested an
expert by the name of Professor Dharam Ghai to make
research. Mr Speaker, the research which ensured that
the government takes a decision concerning salaries of
workers in Botswana, that workers should be paid low
wages, slavery wages. How good the economy was,
was not taken into consideration. This was a deliberate
decision which was taken by the BDP (Domkrag)
government. Now what I am saying Mr Speaker is that
I want the speech by Honourable Matambo to go and
check that this arrangement which was made in 1972
which made the employees to be paid lower wages
without considering the economy should be corrected.
The current arrangement should be demolished because
it was crafted during the colonial rule, and at that time
a black person or Batswana were not considered to be
workers who could be paid salaries which are similar
to those of everybody who is working. Now this kind
of arrangement Mr Speaker, we cannot run with it
believing that the Budget Speech which was presented
to us will address the challenges which the workers are
facing in Botswana, besides going back and correcting it.
We should get rid of that arrangement which stipulated
that the lowest paid worker in Botswana will be paid
the amount equivalent to that of a farm worker because
we know they are the ones who are paid slavery wages.
This situation is what is causing our economy to deflate
because the salaries and returns of employees were long
suppressed in 1972 when a regulation which governed
how employees were to be paid was established.
With those remarks Mr Speaker, let me point out
generally that Honourable Matambo’s Budget Speech
is not robust, it failed to address the challenges of
Botswana. The challenges faced by employees, as well
as those found in areas where most of Batswana reside
in; there is nothing which is being done there…
MR SPEAKER: Your time is used up Honourable
Member.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI):
Mr
Speaker, I thank you. When we talk about the distribution
of resources of this country, we should pay attention to
the avenues through which we create that which we
would grow or augment to develop this country with.
Honourable Members, I want to say sometimes we
should focus on the truth. This country did not reach
where it is now by chance or by accident, it reached
here because there was a development plan which was
followed. As a developing country we observed that
most of the avenues which we could use to grow the
economy most of the time there were challenges which
we faced.

When we got this independence, during our growth
period, the economy relied on agriculture; especially
rearing of cattle. We have observed that Foot and Mouth
Disease in most of our areas in the North East, Eastern
region, North West and Central. Therefore it defeats
any effort to have factories because they end up being
affected as well.
Now when it comes to minerals, which are one of our
income revenues, none of us here even Members across
the aisle wear the diamonds which are mined here. We
do not have them because they are expensive and we
have decided to divert its revenues to more important
and essential services that have to be done in our
country. Even those countries that export diamonds
to, they have decided to prioritise the utilisation of the
money and instead of buying diamonds, they use it in
something else.
I was listening to the last speaker on the floor stating
that there was someone who was talking about ESP in
Sekoma in connection to the developments that have
been done in Francistown. The borders of this country
include even Sekoma and Francistown, thererefore any
developments done in the country affect us one way or
the other and we need to educate Batswana about this.
Developments are not done at once, they are done inter
changeably and therefore I do not find it fit for someone
to talk about current developments in a certain area
when they know that they can ultimately benefit as well
from the budget allocation.
MR MOREMI: Correction. When the Minister refers
to the planning of this country, I would like to respond
by saying that they are tailor made by the government
of the day because others would have used a different
approach.
MR MOLEFHI: Honourable Member, we are all on the
same page. Even if they are to take over the government,
they will never in the life of their government be able
to do developments in every village of this country. It
is not possible, and therefore it is not believable. That
means, when you construct a road to Maun, the other
one in another village does not have that road. Therefore
when the new financial year commences, you plan
for another village to develop it because they did not
receive anything from the previous financial year. The
world over, these are the best principles. Now when
Honourable Rantuana decides to talk like this I find it
very improper.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker and
Honourable Member. May I advise that when we stand
to talk in this Parliament let us drive towards balancing
issues. I was there when His Excellency addressed a
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Kgotla meeting in Mabutsane and he clearly outlined
the projects that will be carried out including the village
of Mabutsane. I am one of the speakers who touched
on the projects to be carried out in Mabutsane. Now he
cannot choose to …
MR SPEAKER: He was talking about Sekoma.
MR MAELE: No we were at Mabutsane not Sekoma.
We were in Sekoma then Mabutsane and we outlined
our development plan. I was there and Honourable
Member needs to balance his issues.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. It is very
important to have clarification because they enlighten,
teach and guide people. I was listening to some of the
speeches made by Honourable Members emphasising
on the importance of allocating serviced land to the end
users. If we were to compare the costs for servicing of
land and allocation of land, you will find that both are at
subsidised prices. It has been realised that the price of a
plot in SHHA and that of a low cost but of the same size
are not the same. The SHHA ones are very low.
High cost plot which are supposed to be bought at a cost
of P100, 000.00, government sells at half price of the
market value. Therefore the efforts to allocate serviced
land is one for the priorities government intends to
tackle. We have different systems of allocating land. To
this day, communal land is given free of charge with the
effort to accord everyone the chance to own a piece of
land. Some of the plots in the cities are allocated without
any developments while some have. Government is
working on devising a system for the stakeholders to
allocate their land serviced such that it will speed up
allocation. This budget has catered for all these issues.
We do appreciate that we have a vast land with a small
population and everyone wishes to have services
delivered closer to them but how much will it cost to take
services to each settlement? It is upon us as Members of
Parliament to encourage all these small settlements to
merge into villages that are closer to them so that they
become one. In that way, cost of delivery of services
will be reduced because they will be shared in one place
with a reasonable populace. Since we do not want our
voters to perceive us wrongly, we are not bold enough to
encourage people to move from the lands to the villages.
This government, this party has never said electricity is
a privilege. This is why there is electricity in all zones
and small villages. That is why the government took a
decision that electricity prices should be reduced with
the realisation that it is important to bring such services
closer to every Motswana. We know that in the past, the
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price of installing electricity was heavy for most people.
The government then made a decision to come up with
a standard price for connecting electricity as a way of
taking services to the nation. Therefore, it is not correct
and true to say this government believes that electricity
is a privilege. It has never been.
Let me move on to Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP).
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Move on to what?
MR MOLEFHI: ESP.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MR MOLEFHI: Yes, ESP is here. If you read the Daily
News recently, we outlined projects which correspond
with their villages. Then the contractors were urged to
choose the ones they wanted to do.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLEFHI: No, not contractors only. These
developments are not just mere dreams. These are
concrete projects which exist. I can assure you
Honourable Members that the system that is used, if
some of you could have taken an opportunity to go and
see the process of how the volunteering contractors is
done, it was done publicly. We will go a step further
to ensure that no one has any doubt concerning these
projects that he or she will be disregarded because there
are some who have already been awarded these projects
secretly before they were publicised.
MR MOREMI: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Minister.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, on what grounds
are you standing?
MR MOREMI: The Minister yielded.
MR SPEAKER: Is it clarification, correction or what?
MR MOREMI: I asked for clarification.
MR SPEAKER: In future, wait to be called.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Minister. I do not know,
maybe it is because ESP is not explained to us wholly.
First, we were told a brochure will be made available.
When it came out, it contained agriculture, tourism
and others. Nonetheless we only hear about the one
concerning school building projects and the contractors
on the Daily News that they should apply for building
projects. We have not heard if others will surface.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Honourable Member.
Like I said that these things are publicised, I trust that
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tomorrow we will get the Government Gazette where
these things are written to see what has or has not been
written and when will others follow.
I was listening to Honourable Leader of Opposition last
time saying that when they are in power, they will have
high speed, cheap internet service. There is no new idea.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of clarification. Before you
move away from that point my colleague, please assist
me on this one; is the ESP already underway or it is yet
to begin? Again, how much will be used?
MR MOLEFHI: I am not going to yield anymore.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLEFHI: Yes. Last time the Honourable Leader
of the Opposition talked about cheap and fast internet.
Honourable Members, you will recall that in the past
years, the government invested on undersea cable to the
west and east. The government made an arrangement…
MR NTLHAILE: On a point of procedure. Honourable
Minister, you are debating quite well. Mr Speaker, is
this House following procedure when Ministers keep
telling us that the ESP is listed somewhere in the papers;
the Gazette and Daily News. Is it proper Mr Speaker,
that when we debate the Budget Speech which talks
about allocation of funds then as Parliamentarians
we are referred to papers in order to see how much
was allocated ESP projects? Is it proper for us to be
discussing Budget Speech Mr Speaker in this manner?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, I do not see
anything wrong in being reminded that you can access
other information in the publications which are there. I
believe that you can go and find out if there is something
where you were referred to. If you find nothing, you can
then raise your complaint. I believe that most of this
information is available in Parliament. It means you
should therefore look for it.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Maybe the
Honourable Member should just accept that on Monday
when the Committee of Supply starts, they will clarify
which projects will fall under ESP so that when you
debate maybe about the Ministry of Infrastructure,
Science and Technology, you will have a paper which
shows which ones fall under ours, which ones are
there under the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development.
I was saying the government has invested in
communications. If we were listening, reading and given
to observing things, you will recall that few years back,
the government divided Botswana Telecommunications

Corporation (BTC) and came up with another sector
called Botswana Fibre Networks (BoFiNet).
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MR MATAMBO): On a point of order.
Thank you very much Mr Speaker. Can you correct
the screen because the one holding the floor is not
Honourable Ntlhaile, people will soon get confused. We
are listening very attentively this time, it is not Ntlhaile.
Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Matambo.
Please correct on the screen. They will correct
Honourable Members.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Mr Matambo. The government came up with two
companies. Botswana Fibre Networks was given the
responsibility of creating fibre networks including
spreading optic fibre country wide. This network could
be done in such a way that one would go to Ghanzi from
Mamuno and then get to Maun, having passed through
Shorobe to Ngoma and then reaching Kasane. When
one reaches Sehithwa, then would take that Sehithwa
road and go around the country so that when they reach
Kasane, having passed through Francistown and Selibe
Phikwe, there should not be redundancy in the event
there is a problem.
Before we split these two companies the prices for
taking services to the people were just too high. The
advent of Botswana Fibre Networks (BoFiNet) has
brought competition, and slowly prices are dropping
down. The employment of new technology has
confirmed a drop in prizes. The government has decided
that as a matter of priority all government offices and
schools be installed internet. Botswana Communication
Regulatory Authority (BOCRA) has since last year
been regulating the prices for these companies so that
they are put forth for all to see them. These are some
of the things that we should be telling you that prizes
are continuously dropping. Even if we are to ask for the
latest cost structures from BOCRA, they would gladly
give us, highlighting the gaps that are existing between
now and then.
MR NTLHAILE: On a point of procedure. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Please help us. What is the Honourable
Minister on about? Is this the Budget speech, he is
talking about BOCRA
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile; that is not the
procedure. You could have sought for clarification.
What the Minister is doing is on the generalities of the
budget speech, he is in order. Honourable Ntlhaile, if you
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could read paragraph 24, from Honourable Mathambo’s
presentation, you will get what the Honourable Minister
is talking about.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of Order. Thank you Honourable Speaker. The
Honourable Member is abusing the Standing Orders
of this House. He is calling for Procedure yet he is not
on procedure. It is deliberate because he wants to put
across issues that may not be allowed under clarification.
Please remand him for that.
MR SPEAKER: I have remanded him for that
Honourable Member. He will not repeat that again.
MR MOLEFHI: It is imperative that, in the coming
Parliament in 2019, all should be well. It will not be
late to engage the government on the progress made
regarding development so that Honourable Members
would know the progress made through these initiatives
that some Members are criticising.
When we look at the agricultural sector…
MR MOSWAANE: Elucidation. You are on the right
track Honourable Member. The way I heard you putting
across the internet technology as distributed across
the country; does it mean that all of the issues the
Honourable Leader of Opposition is raising have been
overtaken by events? If I hear you well?
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Honourable Member. I
do believe that those who fed him with this information
did not give him the latest information to beef up his
response.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MOLEFHI: It is slow because we are implementing
E-government. We just started…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Molefhi, address me this
side, they will mislead you.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. That is why
I said that we are going to need a seminar where we
will take Honourable Members through so that they will
desist from using some demeaning words of criticism
to the loyal government that has ensured that Batswana
survive. We have been consistent in what we do, and
that is what has made the difference. I believe that
would make our lives easier. My last point Mr Speaker;
I want to appeal to Honourable Members, both on this
side and the other side of the aisle, we all have the
interest of seeing investors invest in our country so that
they create employment and enhance our economy, but
if we are the very same people who utter demeaning
words dismissing then and even to a point of saying we
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are corrupt; that will stop investors from investing in
our country. I do not have any problem for you to point
out corruption if it is there but we should not exaggerate
and therefore make it difficult for investors to come this
side. Let us bear in mind that we are geared towards
building the future as we criticise. Let us be constructive
with our criticism so that we do not scare the investors
off. There are just too many services.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Clarification. Yes,
Honourable Minister I hear you when you talk of
corruption. If a tender has been advertised on the 13th
January and then by the 11th of the same one you get
one person celebrating that the tender had been won, by
them, that is the highest corruption that we have never
seen
MR MOLEFHI: Mr Speaker, that is…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: The same month; I am
talking about Sir Seretse Khama Economic Zone…
MR SPEAKER: I have not repeated myself, I said
honourable Molefhi.
MR MOLEFHI: Mr Speaker, let all corruption be
reported and proper action will be taken.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)...
MR MOLEFHI: Hey! There are a number of cases,
projects that were halted after it was realised that the
proper tendering process was not followed. I have facts
on this, if there is someone who has been awarded a
tender un-procedurally, let the matter be reported to the
Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime (DCEC)
so that we can know who did that and for the tender to
be suspended while necessary measures are put in place.
DCEC has successfully prosecuted where evidence has
been found. No case can be tried without evidence. I
am definite about what I am talking about. Cases that
I reported to the DCEC which had evidence had been
tried and necessary steps were taken because the DCEC
was able to investigate and indeed found that there was
some wrongdoing. Therefore Honourable Members, I
am not saying we should not expose corruption…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOLEFHI: I want Honourable Members to know
that tit for tat is not nice. Mr Speaker, I am calling for
constructive criticism. Let us criticize in such a way
that we will not scare people. We should not say it like
we imply that our entire public service is corrupt. It is
important that we all work together to build this country
and we should do that in such a way that proper steps
are taken.
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I am thankful for this Budget. If Honourable Ntlhaile
cannot see the difference of how we have been allocating
funds and the improvement that we have made on this
Budget so that we do expected developments, then there
is a problem. I thank you Mr Speaker.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Mr Speaker. I also thank
the Minister of Finance and Development Planning for
the 2016/2017 Budget Speech he presented to us which
I suspect gave him a tough time to compile given the
financial recession the world over which resulted in
low commodity sales giving Botswana and Africa some
trouble because our raw materials that we export to
other countries do not give lucrative returns anymore.
Before getting much into the Budget Speech, let me
talk about the concerns of my constituency. Firstly, it
is the issue of water. Villages like Digawana, Lorwana,
Mogojwegojwe, Magoriapitse and Mmathethe are
hardest hit by shortage of water. As we go on to talk
about funds, let us think of them.
The other concern is roads. Mmathethe and
Molapowabojang villages do not have proper roads.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of clarification. Since the
Minister`s complaints are so much, has he not benefitted
from the Economic Stimulus Programme?
DR MADIGELE: Honourable Butale wants to call the
shots, I will get there.
We have a concern of roads that I have been sent here
to talk about. I have ten villages in my constituency and
only three have tarred roads. So, I have been sent to talk
about this Mr Speaker.
Furthermore, I have been sent to talk about education.
It is important to assess that a wide constituency like
the Mmathethe-Molapowabojang which goes up to
Honourable Ntlhaile`s constituency does not have a
senior secondary school and a brigade. Remember us
when you get to funds allocations Minister.
Now coming to the Budget Speech, I have indicated
that I congratulate the Minister that amid the current
challenges, he has managed to allocate the little that
we had and came up with the Recurrent Budget and the
Development Budget.
This is important Minister of Education who has been
allocated a larger share in the Recurrent Budget and I am
thankful for that Mr Speaker. It is important to give our
future leaders a foundation while they are still young.
We should start them at reception and pre-school. We
should build them laboratories. We should try very hard
to utilise the ETSSP which I believe will help address

the issue of skills mismatch. I believe that if we could
continue with this programme in this budget, we will get
what we want as Botswana.
Vocational schools are very important because if we
could look at the industries we find that most workers
there are foreigners. Jobs such as plumbing and
electricity are those that are done in the vocational
schools and brigades. Now the time has come for us to
improve what we are doing with regards to the education
of our children.
The health sector; we are glad that the budget has come
at a time when already our Ministry is far ahead with
the developments. If it was a beauty contest, me and
Minister Malesu would have won the competition. I
am saying this because just recently the President was
approving the new structure that matches our goals
as the leaders and encouraged that we improve where
we went wrong or what we did not conclude. An issue
such as starting the continuum of care from primary to
secondary to tertiary so that it has a smooth transition.
That is what the new structure is talking about. This
would help us since we took the clinics from the Local
Government and Rural Development in the 2011, we
will have to correct that. We should normalise it, so
that it ends at par with other things that we want as a
Ministry. Going forward however we should be able to
manage the referral process and just to increase capacity
in the health sector. In our Ministry we do not believe in
constructing luxurious buildings, our aim is to provide
quality service to Batswana at a time when they need
it…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Clarification. Thank you.
I hear you Honourable Minister and I hear that you
are excited, however I wanted to hear from you if you
managed to fill the posts of nurses who had applied,
those who were supposed to fill the posts that you were
saying we have manpower shortage in clinics?
DR MADIGELE: I do not know Honourable Member
if there is any nurse who had applied for a post and has
not been hired, but currently we have invited the retired
nurses who are interested to submit their certificates as
we want to engage them. Some of them have started
working already. We want them to help us provide health
services to our people using the experience that they
already have. That is happening already Honourable
Members. We also have a project that we feel it is going
to assist us provide the services that we need, it is a
department called the medicine regulatory authority…
MR SPEAKER: Order, Honourable Madigele stop
right there.
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MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker with my utmost respect I request that as others
are still digesting Honourable Madigela’s debates I beg
that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 18:00 p.m.
until Wednesday18th November 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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