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MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME

Friday 19th February, 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 09:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)

HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...

****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! Honourable Members, may I have your attention!
MEMBERS:

...Silence...
MADAM SPEAKER: Let us start...

PRAY E R S

HONOURABLE
Madam Speaker.

were not in order because you would have wanted to see
the Minister’s question time, so they are coming with it.

Good

morning,

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! No Honourable Dr
Mmatli! Dr Mmatli! Face your front.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...murmurs...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Hee! Face your
front and resume your seats, Honourable Madigele!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...murmurs...

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, I understand we have
a water crisis, I am informed that the Water Utilities
Corporation are working somewhere nearby and they
have cut the water supply. May we kindly give them a
chance to carry out their maintenance work, maybe they
will give us a permanent solution to this problem.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order
MADAM SPEAKER: It has to be a Corrigendum. We
met the other day at the General assembly and there
were certain decisions that we made. Therefore they
are going to make a Corrigendum so that these motions
follow the same order that we agreed on at the General
Assembly, it will come. However, the two that have
been noticed do not change.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
MADAM SPEAKER: Oh! You do not have an Order
Paper with you?
MR MOLATLHEGI: Madam Speaker, Order Paper is
provided for in their iPads, they have received a soft
copy.
MADAM SPEAKER: Moreover, we have agreed at
the General assembly that we will now use…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Arone!
You have agreed to utilise the iPads that you have been
given and I have reliably been informed that even the
Corrigendum has been sent, therefore let us proceed.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where do I find it?
MADAM SPEAKER: In your iPads that you have
been given.
...Silence...
MADAM SPEAKER: They have taken it because of
the fact that they are doing the Corrigendum, but they

MADAM SPEAKER: What is your problem!
MR ARONE: Procedure. Thank you Madam Speaker, I
just want to appreciate why we have only one Minister’s
Question time when we have so many in our line-up.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Arone,
Honourable Arone you have asked a question and you
ought to listen to me. I do understand that you have
indeed submitted your questions and I remember seeing
them and we have already worked on them. So they must
be processed and noticed but they are not yet noticed...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ah!
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes so they will be noticed.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
THEME: YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FUND
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
Madam Speaker, thank you. I do not know whether it
shall be procedural for me to proceed with my question,
I cannot see the Honourable Minister of Youth unless
there is one that is acting for him.
MADAM SPEAKER: Have you talked to him because
he has informed us that you have?
MR NKAIGWA: No.
MADAM SPEAKER: That means we shall skip it for
the time being because he is absent.
MR NKAIGWA: Procedure. Madam Speaker, this will
be the fourth time deferring this question.
MADAM SPEAKER: We have been reliably informed
that the Minister said he has talked to you, so it is
between you and the Minister, it is difficult for me to…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
Hansard No 182
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MADAM SPEAKER: Yes it is difficult because it is
between you and the Minister, I was informed by the
Clerks that you have talked.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. Thank you, Madam
Speaker and good morning. The answer given about
Ministers’ Question is unsatisfactory in the sense that,
there are questions which have been submitted may
be some two months ago as soon as the communique
requesting us to submit was sent. The expectation is
that, those questions would have been processed and
noticed, and we are surprised that they are not on the
Order Paper. Where will we get the time because if
Honourable Nkaigwa’s question does not go through, it
will be a wasted time?
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! What I know is that,
there were 46 questions that have been submitted and
38 have been rejected, I believe the owners have been
duly informed. I am aware that the ones that Honourable
Arone was talking about have been approved and they
will be noticed but I am not sure if all of them will be
noticed. They will be noticed next week because they
are still being processed. I will also get a chance after
this meeting to go and appreciate the progress made.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of procedure.
Madam Speaker, I rise on a point of procedure maybe
it is something that we could determine at the General
Assembly. In view of these numerous motions which
are 107 in number and our pronouncement that the
debate time for a motion is three hours in order to permit
Members of Parliament to debate their motions, is it not
possible for us to go and review this decision so that a
motion may at least be allocated one hour, then we limit
the debate time to five minutes, so that we progress this
business.
Secondly, when you look at it, it does not help us well as
Ministers to prepare. When you look at these motions,
the office is not doing its job properly to screen them,
there are duplicate motions which have been noticed.
I was standing on that point of procedure that we need
to look into it because we are going to end this year
without having done these motions.
MADAM SPEAKER: I am wondering if you were not
present at the General Assembly Honourable Minister.
That is why we wish that all of you could attend the
General Assembly, because what you are saying was
discussed at the General Assembly. An agreement
was reached that the motions will be carried out in the
order that they are. So, my request to you Honourable
Members is that, attend the General Assembly. Let us
continue with the motions Honourable Members.
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MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I still plead the case that I made yesterday that
we pride ourselves as a democracy and we continue
to do which is in the opposite of what a democracy is
supposed to do. I have put a question to ask the Minister
why we have not seen the state broadcaster broadcasting
our massive rally to welcome the former Speaker of
this House. We know that it may have sent chills down
the spine of many but you need to broadcast it. So this
question is not on the Order Paper today, the nation still
awaits the answer to that question. It is imperative that
we answer the question because democracy dictates that
the voices of the Opposition should also be aired, so that
Batswana can have access to that information and make
informed decisions. So I still plead with your office that
we should have that question answered in this House.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, my Deputy called you this
morning, you talked and you agreed that you will go
to his office for guidance. He advised and showed you
where your question goes against the Standing Orders.
You must therefore go and sit down together like you
have agreed and look at the copy of the Standing Orders
and the question. Make sure you meet after this or
maybe the two of you can go now.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. Thank you Madam Speaker.
The procedure that I am seeking is to reconcile the two
documents before us. We have the Order Paper here and
the corrigendum. But if you look at the corrigendum,
you will find that it is duplicating, it states exactly what
is in the Order Paper. I do not know its purpose then,
Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Tsogwane, do you
have the corrigendum, what is written in it?
MR TSOGWANE: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, that is not correct.
MR TSOGWANE: Let me read it Madam Speaker.
Question number one; “Government to improve
conditions of service for Dikgosi,” you go again to the
Order Paper, question number one; “Government to
improve conditions of service for Dikgosi.”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Go to number two.
MR TSOGWANE: Number two; “Government to
build standard offices for all tribal authorities,” it is also
there in the Order Paper.
MADAM SPEAKER: …(Inaudible)…
MR TSOGWANE: They are there Madam Speaker.

Friday 19thFebruary, 2016
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: …(Inaudible)…
MR TSOGWANE: Yes, Oh! Okay! They do not follow
each other like the Deputy Speaker was saying, it was…
MADAM SPEAKER: Sit down Father and let us
continue!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order. Thank
you very much Madam Speaker. I am just wondering
if it is proper. Although I might be new in this House
but I think there are certain things which appear to
be just straightforward. Yesterday you made a ruling
concerning the allegations or the remarks by Honourable
Minister Maele, that the Hansard will not be printed and
any issue around these allegations to Honourable Boko
will not be confirmed or printed until the Committee
have met and made a ruling on that. I was expecting
that, that ruling means now those allegations cannot be
discussed anywhere else until they are confirmed to be
true, by any Member of the House, even by Honourable
Prince Maele. But I was surprised this morning, he was
on Duma FM saying exactly the same thing, repeating
what he said in Parliament. Now I am just wondering
if that is appropriate, although I should stress Madam
Speaker that I am aware that if he has gone out there
to a private radio station, he has actually forgone his
parliamentary privilege. Now he is open to litigation by
either party who might be offended. But now I was just
saying, being honourable and being principled, I think
that was not in order.
MADAM SPEAKER: The challenge that I have is
that I do not regulate what is said at the radio stations.
However, it is true, I thought you meant that the Hansard
is out though I gave orders that it should not be released.
That is why I have been asking if the Hansard has been
released. As for who goes at the radio station and at what
time, is beyond me. I have no information about that and
I was not even listening. I was very busy this morning.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of procedure. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, we need your
guidance because my question was noticed for today
but the Minister is not in. I want to be guided on the
right procedure because this is the fifth time the Minister
is not showing up yet the question is always noticed. I
need an explanation because I always come prepared to
Parliament but the Minister does not show up. Thank
you.
MADAM SPEAKER: When we finish here I will talk
to the Minister. You are right it has long been noticed.
MR MOSWAANE: Procedure. Madam Speaker, let us
check the Standing Orders and ask our Parliamentary

MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
Counsel to explain to us if it is right for you to suspend
printing of the Hansard. I think it is illegal. Madam
Speaker, I think according to the Standing Orders, the
Hansard is for the public and this is a public meeting.
Whatever transpires in the meeting is open to be
scrutinised by the public. So, I do not know what informs
your decision. Let us correct this Madam Speaker
because we do not have those powers to suspend the
Hansard. Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, we talked about that
yesterday. I am not going back to yesterday`s ruling. Let
us proceed with motions.
DR MMATLI: Procedure. Madam Speaker, let us go
back to the issue that Honourable Mokgware talked
about that you have made a ruling that this issue should
not go into the public domain but for Parliament only;
but your ruling has been circumvented by the member.
He went behind us and went to the radio. If Madam
Speaker suspends printing the Hansard, he has already
released it publicly on radio. That was going against
your ruling. Whether measures will be taken against
him because he has taken it out of Parliament or not
is immaterial, the bottom line is that he has denounced
your ruling.
MADAM SPEAKER: I have already said that I did not
send him to the private radio stations. Do not think I can
proceed. If Maele had...
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Point of order. Madam Speaker, I take it that according
to the procedures of this House, you have done what
is within your powers and you have indicated where
the Honourable Member had gone. It is beyond your
powers and it is unfortunate that even what is within
your powers, which you could not have controlled, is
when these proceedings were aired live. I am wondering
how you would have stopped that if these proceedings
were aired live like in other Parliaments. What could
you have done?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, please
let us proceed with the business of the day. You are
wasting time.
MR ARONE: Procedure. Madam Speaker, I raise on
Standing Order 42 on matters of privilege. I request that
this door because I am the first one who used it, I be
allowed to continue using it, but that was on a lighter
note.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR ARONE: But on a serious matter…
Hansard No 182
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR ARONE: Yes Madam Speaker, so it should be
opened for me specifically. But on a matter of privilege
that I stand on Madam Speaker, a “point of order” and
a “point of procedure,” is that when a Members calls a
“point of order” they are given first priority. So Madam
Speaker, I am concerned that a Member would say
“point of order,” and the other one “point of procedure,”
and then you would give priority to that of “procedure.”
Our Standing Orders do not say so.
Madam Speaker, I must say that yesterday there was a
procedure which some Members indicated was the first
time it happened and it was also the first for Honourable
Members to be denied the opportunity to stand on a
point of order, without Madam Speaker listening to
what they wanted to say. You have just taken a decision
that no one will stand and I must indicate that, I am
not new to this House, but this is new to me. I strongly
believe is out of procedure. And whoever switched off
the microphones, if it is Madam Speaker who switched
off the microphones of Honourable Members she should
tell us. The practice of switching off the microphones on
the other side of the aisle is not right. Yesterday after I
was taken out through that door, Honourable Moswaane
stood on a point of order that you had been denying us,
but you allowed him.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR ARONE: Yes, I was informed. So, I want to tell you
that the police will take me out every day. I am going to
defend the rules of procedure of this House whenever
I believe they are not followed. Please let us take this
Parliament as Parliament of Botswana not on partisan
lines; otherwise this House will be ungovernable. Thank
you.
MADAM SPEAKER: If we could go back to the
incidents of yesterday whereby some Members crossed
the floor to switch off the microphones, we cannot
proceed. So, let us proceed...
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Point of order. Madam
Speaker, you pounced on me despite having notified
you about my international trips. I request that Madam
Speaker...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR KGATHI: I said I had notified you about my
international trips. I did not fail to attend the General
Assembly like you said. My suggestion is that...they are
disturbing her, she is not listening.
MADAM SPEAKER: I am sorry, proceed, I was still...
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MINISTER’S QUESTION TIME
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, I was saying that
I have a suggestion even though you pounced on me
earlier that I never attend the General Assembly. I was
on an external trip that you knew about. So, I want to
correct that one. My suggestion is that this Parliament
is now degenerating into a General Assembly. I request
that if Honourable Members have the concerns that they
are raising, they should request a General Assembly
where we will go and discuss these issues of using the
back doors and switching off microphones; but here we
should continue with the work that our electorates have
sent us to do.
MADAM SPEAKER: I agree and that is what I have
been saying.
DR P. BUTALE: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: I allow Honourable Dr Butale
and he is the last one.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I wanted to raise what I believe was a serious
breach in this House yesterday when our microphones
on this side of the aisle were disabled. I think this is
wrong and it sets a very wrong precedence. We want to
know, did you issue an instruction that our microphones
be switched off or it was a technical glitch? This has to
be clarified because if indeed there was an instruction to
that effect, then it is a serious breach. I think we need to
be …(interruptions)…on that.
MADAM SPEAKER: I never made any instruction
yesterday. I saw all of you pressing your microphones
and I was wondering what was happening. So let us
proceed.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, we
should proceed with your motion.
MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker, I am aware that
we should discuss my motion. But I am a bit worried
about the procedures of this House. I do not think with
due respect Madam Speaker, that you have the powers
to suspend the printing of the Hansard…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, sit
down. I heard you earlier when you talked about that.
MR MOSWAANE: Do not be upset Madam Speaker,
just listen.
MADAM SPEAKER: I will take you out of the House
because you are repeating what you said.
MR MOSWAANE: I know that you can throw me out
but yesterday people were banging the tables and you
did not throw them out. I am used to that.

Friday 19thFebruary, 2016

GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
FOR DIKGOSI - Motion (Resumed Debate)

MADAM SPEAKER: No, no, you are repeating what
you said earlier and I do not want you to waste time
repeating the same thing that I answered.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is not prepared.

MADAM SPEAKER: Continue with today’s business.

MADAM SPEAKER: Yes maybe he is not prepared. I
cannot agree to that, he is wasting time.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

MR MOSWAANE: Madam Speaker,
entertaining Members of the Opposition...

are

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order Madam
Speaker!

MADAM SPEAKER: No! (Interruption)… I do not
entertain opposition.

MADAM SPEAKER: You see that when ten people
have switched them on they switch off?

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. I was saying since we are all
here maybe we can talk about the issue that Honourable
Butale has been talking about because he is pertinent
and it can be worrisome. I do not want us to leave it at
that point. Let us make it clear that these microphones
even from this other side we were trying by all means…

GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE
CONDITIONS OF SERVICE FOR
DIKGOSI

you

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR TSOGWANE: No! It was lighting green, and these
microphones if we switch them on at the same time...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR TSOGWANE: Wait listen! Listen! I have observed
this over time. If we switch these microphones at the
same time they will all switch off and light green. I do
not think there was any instruction like you said but if
we switch more of them on they all switch off. You can
imagine…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Look! Look!
MR TSOGWANE: Wait! Wait Dr Butale. I even asked
someone from that side I think it is Honourable Arone
and he switched off the microphone. The microphone
was not on and it switched itself on. These microphones.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! No! I have been informed
that it was the same thing both sides.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: You all switched on the
microphones.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order!
MADAM SPEAKER: You can see for yourselves that
these Microphones only allow three people to switch
them on. If ten people switch them on like it happened
yesterday they switch off.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Press there.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, we have long done that.

Motion
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: When the house adjourned on
Friday, Honourable Kgathi was on the floor and he was
left with 7 minutes and 40 seconds.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I was still talking about the
motion and my take was that the motion should have
stopped where it requested that we talk about the
conditions of service and leave out the residences and
official transport. It now casts out the idea of providing
official residence and transport for all Dikgosi unless
if you will be segregating and talking about different
people.
Now I am talking about the conditions of service for
Dikgosi. I would like to mention that Dikgosi are the
foundation of this country, they are the ones who brought
this independence for us. It is therefore necessary that
as we reach the 50 years Anniversary our celebrations
should be pivoting and glorifying Bogosi as it has
developed this country. They really worked hard and
brought the tribes to where they are right now.
If we respect them, we will be doing as it is written in
the book of Romans that Bogosi was formed by Christ
and I support the idea of providing for Marara.
Secondly let us look into the role of Ntlo ya Dikgosi.
There are many issues that I feel Ntlo ya Dikgosi must
make a pronouncement on the decisions that it has made.
The issues that are handled by Minister Tsogwane of
who should be the Kgosi should be handled by Marara
because they know the history of Bogosi from there that
is when we can recreate link...
Hansard No 182
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GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
FOR DIKGOSI - Motion (Resumed Debate)

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of clarification. I needed clarification from
the Minister because our Setswana can be deep and
confusing, maybe he should assist us, does he mean to
alternate chieftaincy? We do not understand that point.
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, I was still speaking
Sebirwa, I meant when they compete for Bogosi. Now
we need to create linkage between the role of Ntlo ya
Dikgosi and the Minister so that whatever decision that
would be taken they should have been consulted first.
Some offices for Dikgosi starting from Mothabaneng to
Mathathane then Molaladau to Lepokole, from Semolale,
Kobojango and Mabolwe there is no furniture. In areas
like Tsetsebjwe and Moletamane Dikgosi do not have
office accommodation. This is what I am saying our
concentrate should be based on.
The other thing is the training of the Tribal Secretaries.
They should be trained on how they should use their
records to remind Dikgosi on certain aspects. Dikgosi
should also be trained on interpretation of the basics
of the law. Their installation should be guided by these
requirements.

MR B. BUTALE (TATI WEST): Thank you Madam
Speaker, I stand to support this motion that was taken
from one of the motions that I had originally tabled.
It is not plagiarism, but he borrowed my motion and I
support the motion totally. Madam Speaker Dikgosi are
the glue that have held the nation of Botswana as it is
now known for centuries. They are the foundation of our
modern day democracy. Dikgosi have over the centuries
managed to have a degree of credibility in the eyes of
the people, unlike some politicians. They have managed
over the centuries to be viewed as having the interest of
the nation at heart in all their dealings. Because of this
view of Bogosi, Batswana have a very high degree of
trust in Dikgosi.

I do not support the designation in the terms of Bogosi
Act of the Chief Representative. Kgosi is a Kgosi and
people look at them that way. So these designations
that say Kgosi is acting should be put in a context that
explains all that.

I would even venture to say that, even in the future of
this republic in times of crisis, the voice of Dikgosi will
be heard above all other voices. It is because of this
hollowed respect that the great majority of Batswana
have for Dikgosi, that we as a government must not
only be seen to be respecting the institution, but we
must by deeds and acts be seen to be respecting and
facilitating their work. If we fail to do so, we will have
this unhealthy exodus of Dikgosi moving away from
their God given calling into the mech world of politics.
When that happens, I think we as a nation will be losing
that uniqueness as a nation that I have been talking
about. Some political parties will gain credibility, not
because they are credible in themselves necessarily, but
because they are using Dikgosi as a tool to hit this great
government and party that I serve.

MR TSOGWANE: On a point of clarification. I want
to understand whether the Minister is saying we should
not use official designations? Are you saying we should
delete it in the recording? Or you mean we should
encourage people to address every Kgosi as Kgosi?
Nobody is preventing people to be addressed like that,
but that particular hierarchy is in the public service.
Should we now discontinue that hierarchy and use it
solely for Dikgosi?

Madam Speaker as I have said that Dikgosi are the
foundation of our modern republic, the concepts of
freedom of speech, freedom of expression have been
over the centuries perfected in the Kgotla with Dikgosi
presiding. I feel that it is imperative that Dikgosi should
be given the necessary resources, be it houses, cars,
offices and furniture, to enable them to do their work
properly. They should also not feel undermined in
anyway.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): No, unless there can
be clarity that when introducing someone as a Chief

Madam Speaker where I come from in my district we
have what we call Sub Chiefs. Some feel that this tittle
is a colonial nomenclature that really should not find

The Court Bailiffs; these are part of the working
conditions. There is shortage of Court Bailiffs, you will
find that a Kgotla like the one in Bobonong it has only
one Court Bailiff and this creates backlog of cases that
should be concluded.
Transport: our Dikgosi do not have vehicles, we once
talked about one vehicle per village concept but still our
Dikgosi are suffering. Therefore I am saying let us make
sure that we provide these services for our Dikgosi.

10

Representative, you introduce them as such. I am trying
to point out that we need to review this constitution to
see what could be done to bestow respect to Dikgosi.
The criterion in which the Headman of Arbitration is
paid lacks dignity. Let us make an arrangement that
will not only make the way they are paid dignified and
respectful but possible for them to be able to apply for
loans with their salaries. Dikgosi are the custodians of
culture, let us support them with resources to aid them
promote culture as part of their job.
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its way in our modern republic, and that it seems to
be limited to certain areas. It would be good as we try
to show commitment to the institution of Bogosi, that
we also level the playing field so that there is seeming
equality of all Chiefs in the country, in the eyes of the
law. Madam speaker I know of a situation where my
Chief who also sits in the House of Chiefs has been
without an official car for over two years, because
the car that he was using had gone to be fixed. In the
meantime he has no official transport. Now this kind of
scenario is the one that tends to frustrate Dikgosi and
they tend to believe that perhaps these frustrations are
deliberate, whilst in actual fact they are not deliberate
and it is just an administrative bungling. Therefore we
as a government have to be extra sensitive to the plight
of Dikgosi. Like I said, we have urgent provocateurs,
who are taking advantage of every single mishap to try
to win themselves to Dikgosi.
The first President of our republic the late Sir Seretse
Khama said, “A nation without the past is a lost nation,
and a nation without history is a nation without a soul”.
Dikgosi are part of our history, they are part of culture
and of our soul. We must celebrate the institution and
not only meaning celebrating the institution, but respect
it.
MR KESUPILE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Why is the Honourable Minister responsible
for Dikgosi not making sure that Dikgosi are well looked
after by availing all these resources that they require?
MR B. BUTALE: Madam Speaker I was talking about
urgent provocateurs. There is a fashion nowadays where
we have some and a minority at that in the civil service
that would go out of their way to cause friction between
the Government and Dikgosi, between the Government
and the civil service.
That is why I was saying that, it is time that we as a
Government look particularly at Dikgosi because they
are special in the regard that some people have seen
their value, in the eyes of the public and therefore are
strategically targeting them using all these frustrations
that I have been talking about that are for the most part
not brought about by the Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) Government necessarily but brought about by
civil servants that are in direct contact dealing with
Dikgosi.
As a politician, I was talking about my Chief, we had
no car for two years. If it was in my power I would
make sure that, that car would be fixed in two days or
at the soonest but because the civil servants either by
collusion or they do not care they will let my Chief go
for two years without a car and that frustrates him and

he might end up listening to the wrong kinds of gospel
coming from fake Prophets.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of procedure. I am rising on a point of procedure
because I can see the difference between what we are
debating as written in the order paper Madam Speaker
and what is on the board. On the board we are supposedly
debating Government to improve conditions of service
for Dikgosi which according to me is a good motion
but now we are debating a completely different motion
which is about official residences and official transport.
So let us reconcile so that we will know exactly which
one we are debating.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, I requested the Clerks to
rectify; I cannot see the board from where I am seated.
We are debating Honourable Moswaane’s.
MS MAKGATO: I am not disputing that Madam
Speaker, as written there or as written here? That is what
I am asking.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, they went to rectify, allow
him to proceed.
MR B. BUTALE: In closing Madam Speaker let it be
known to all the Chiefs in Botswana that the Government
of Botswana takes them seriously and takes their role
as very, very important in our modern governance
and it is because of this attitude of the Government
that this motion is being brought by a Member of this
Government and I am sure that we will all unanimously
support this motion on both sides of the aisle. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Thank
you Madam Speaker. I too rise to support my colleague on
this motion. This is the motion we should be embracing
as Parliament because Dikgosi are the founders of our
government from long time back even before the new
governance but they are behind in terms of development
and the state of their welfare. That has bred suspicions
amongst them that did this new government ignore them
and took away some of their powers and the roles they
played before.
In the olden days, it was a well-known phenomenon that
all good things belongs to Kgosi but today is a different
story. We should assess ourselves as the nation and
see where we went wrong and ensure that all the good
things we saw from Kgosi are reverted to bring back the
respect and allowing them to continue with their duties
as custodians of the morafe. That is where we should
address as the government to ensure that if we have
derailed we should amend to ensure that our Dikgosi
Hansard No 182
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can be in the Kgotla set up. There is nothing demeaning
as taking a respectable person as Kgosi to the freedom
square and encourage him to talk about things which
are not fit to be spoken by Kgosi. That is demeaning to
that Kgosi and that morafe because normally we have to
respect and obey Dikgosi.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Member is right in saying when respecting
Dikgosi we should not see them at the freedom squares
where they will just say anything but there is a saying
that molaya Kgosi o a bo a e itaela meaning no one
is above the law therefore in order for them to have
that self-respect in the first place they should not find
themselves at the freedom squares where they should
not be.
MR MOLAO: I believe that our Dikgosi go to the
freedom squares because of how we treat them. Perhaps
we were doing it unaware that we are practically
demeaning or humiliating them in some way and they
basically thought that if they crossed over to politics
they might earn back that status and respect while that
is not the case.
My point is that, if we can take care of them at their
Dikgotla they will not have…
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait, there is no quorum. Let me
rectify something, the point of procedure Honourable
Makgato raised is that there is an anomaly, well they
have been stating that that the motion is correctly
written. Proceed and let them write like that.
MR MOLAO: That is why I am saying we have to
assess holistically improving the conditions of service
of our Dikgosi down to the small villages. Right now
you find that our Dikgosi…
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker, I think we need to reconcile the two; that
motion talks about improving condition of service for
Dikgosi in broader terms. This one goes to specifics
of providing official residences and official transport.
Which one are we discussing?
MADAM SPEAKER: The explanation provided is
that, they have written the title of the motion there, since
I cannot see it, the motion should read; “Government to
improve conditions of service for Dikgosi.”
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Procedure. Going forward, we must know the
procedures that, when a title coincides with what is part
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of the motion it is confusing because it appears as if it
subsumes what is in the motion, and then it seems as if
we are debating such a motion. I am even wondering
if we should write the sub title of write the title of the
motion.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is only that there is not enough
space for them to type the entire title but anyway we will
talk about it.
MR MOLAO: Now they are confusing me. Which
motion are we debating at the time?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you can continue. You have
been debating the right motion.
MR MOLAO: I want to talk about the conditions of
service for Dikgosi, whether they have offices and if at
all those offices are at par with their status as Dikgosi.
When go to the Kgotla in the village you find that there
is a two roomed building that serves as an office. They
even go to the extent of sharing that office with the
Police officers and the Court clerks and there is no way
the members of the community can visit Kgosi to have
a conversation. Others are told that they are Headmen
of record and so they do not have Court Clerks, Police
officers and no offices. Those are some of the challenges
that I am faced with in my constituency and when
you go to places like Marobela, Mafungo-Hubona,
Jamataka; those places are in Botswana Honourable
Mokaila. The Dikgosi of those places do not have
offices or vehicles for their official use. A vehicle that
can be used by Kgosi to travel and consult with other
Dikgosi is not available. The only way it can happen
is if the District Commissioner manages to find a mini
bus for them to use and that is really not commensurate
with the status of Dikgosi. This is why we see a number
of them crossing over to politics because it appears the
conditions are much better but as we know there is no
honour in politics that Dikgosi can get.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Elucidation. I wanted to concur
with you Honourable Member and say that in our areas
like Mokgenene and Poloka where there are no tarred
roads it is worse because instead of a minibus they ride
at the back of a Bakkie without a canopy.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker I should say that this
issue of always saying that the budget is not enough
cannot help. The relevant Minister should come to
this House and motivate for a budget solely meant to
improve the conditions of Dikgosi and … (inaudible) …
I do not believe that there is anyone in this House who
could be against that.…
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MR TSOGWANE: Honourable Member you are right,
but we only differ at one point. You are saying I must
bring the budget here, I have brought the budget, and
there have been budget cuts which you are very much
aware of especially that you are in cabinet, are you
saying that this is deliberate cuts, they are not genuine
cuts when the cuts of the budget is not done genuinely?
Are you saying that the budget which we bring here is
not passed by this Parliament knowing very well that
there are such conditions?
MR MOLAO: I agree with you when you say that
there are budget cuts that occur because there is not
enough funds. I want to request the Ministry of Finance
and development planning that when they make those
cuts they should not do that when it comes to the
budget geared for Dikgosi so that their conditions of
service can be improved. There is also an issue where
Dikgosi complain about their designations. There is
one position referred to as a Chief Representative. One
may wonder which Kgosi you would be representing if
one is a Kgosi for a place like Mathangwane. If you are
Kgosi for Mafungo-Hubona village and you are referred
to as Kgosana, why should that be? We should go back
to the nation and consult our Dikgosi to find out what
they prefer their positions to be called. They believe that
these positions like Dikgosana, Chief Representatives
all lower their status as Dikgosi and those are some
of the issues that they do not agree with and that we
should look into. This also applies to the Headmen of
Arbitration that we found working when we grew up
and up to now they are still not being given a salary.
There are also instances whereby one is installed as a
Kgosi of a certain area and from there they are not given
any form of training so that one may comprehend their
job. He is then left to his own devises and sometimes
he does not do things well and the community could
end up not respecting him. We should have a standing
programme that under various circumstances Dikgosi
should be given refresher courses, and training so that
they can understand their job because the community
has changed, people are getting educated and they get
to be asked questions that they cannot answer. So we
should ensure that we train them.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
BATSHU): Thank you Mr Speaker. I am grateful for the
chance that you have given me to support the motion by
the Honourable Member that he presented to us. I also
am of the view that, this is one of the issues that should
not be debated at length because the issue raised is of
concern to all of us. In my view the department of Tribal
Administration, should be looked into. That is where we
should begin. There should be a proper assessment of the
department as a whole because it is the one that Dikgosi

fall within. First of all one only has to look at the level of
the directors of the Tribal Administration department and
their payment structure. This then means that Dikgosi
cannot progress and get paid salaries commensurate
with their jobs and responsibilities. This is why I am
saying that, there should be a proper assessment that
could assist government when it comes to improving the
conditions of Dikgosi. I believe that this issue should
be addressed as soon as possible. The other day I had a
meeting with Dikgosi in my constituency and when they
came they were in a locked Police vehicle that is usually
used to transport criminals. They were closed up in
there and the door was locked as if they were criminals
whilst they are Dikgosi that deserve to be facilitated in a
much better way. That was a result of not having better
resources than what they had at that time.
That is why I am glad this Motion came. This will assist
in creating awareness of issues that affect Bogosi, and a
review which looks at these matters thoroughly would
be made. Dikgosi in rural areas are suffering. As we will
soon be looking at their Tribal Administration estimates,
their budget is very low. I agree with the Honourable
Members that one financial year should be set aside and
dedicated to assisting the Minister of Local Government
and Rural Development to have a certain budget, which
will address the issues we are facing. This time around
that is what has been done, for years we have not been
giving the Botswana Defence Force (BDF) certain
amounts of funds, but in the current budget we have
given them funds to go and put their house in order. That
is a way which I see fit that as a government we should
whole heartedly give the Minister responsible funds to
go and address the needs of Dikgosi.
We should be grateful that through the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP), the Minister is going to
build 30 Dikgotla throughout the country. I think that
is a sign that there are intentions by the government to
assist our Dikgosi to have offices, but there is a shortfall
in terms of resources. That is why I think if they could be
given funds, Dikgosi would have offices fit for them. To
be given furniture from other offices is not a good thing.
These are some of the things which need to be corrected.
These could only be corrected if the department of Tribal
Administration is given an appropriate budget. You will
discover that Dikgosi do not even have stationery, they
are just beggars and it is heart breaking. This can be
corrected if the funds given to the Tribal Administration
could be enough, to enable them to have stationery, so
that they stop being beggars.
Dikgosi apply the law, but when you enter their offices
you cannot find any books of law there so that they could
use them for reference to inform themselves as to what
exactly the law says and apply it correctly. These are
Hansard No 182
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some of the things which could be corrected if proper
funds are given to the Ministry, as we are requesting
now. One can even be scared sometimes thinking…

law has already been changed, let us ensure that Dikgosi
fill these posts and do the administration of Bogosi the
way it should.

MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
Honourable Minister. Maybe the Minister should clarify
or be clear that the funds which we were going to use to
make a road in his constituency through the ESP, should
now be diverted to Dikgosi instead? Thank you.

The other thing which Magosi are lamenting about is
that sometimes they hear cases without Clerks. There is
a serious shortage of Clerks, that is why I was saying if
a thorough review could be done, all these things will
be picked hence be able to advise the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development; they would be
able to understand where they are coming from when
they face the government to request for funds.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR BATSHU: Actually I am very serious here. I am
representing a constituency which needs roads. They
should be given roads just like other constituencies,
but it should not just end there; let Dikgosi in my
constituency of Nkange be given resources which they
need also. That is why I am here debating. Sometimes
it even causes concern when you find out that even the
flag is just a small tattered piece like I observed some
time back when I went to the Kgotla; I even asked
them to remove it and put it aside. This is a deficiency
which comes as a result of lack of money; those who
are supposed to give us flags do not have money. That
is why I am saying let us support this Motion, and in
the process, in future people should be given funds.
They should be self-sufficient, and be able to supply
themselves with the things they need.
Those in the Arbitration who work twice a week,
although legally they are mandated to work two days in
a week, they find themselves in the offices every single
day of the week. Now if a a special research could be
done, maybe we could advice on whether to continue
with some of these things or do things differently.
The other thing that I want to touch on is that it does not
sit well with me to refer to Kgosi as Kgosana. Where
you discover that we have Kgosana and others, there
could be something informing this, but you will pardon
me; I cannot manage to refer to Kgosi as Kgosana.

KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II (GOODHOPEMABULE): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, I am also rising to support this Motion. I want
to believe we are what we are as the country of Botswana
because of our Dikgosi and therefore they should be
given the respect and honour that they deserve. Madam
Speaker, the way Dikgosi are working in their offices,
it is disheartening; you would really feel sorry if you
could go there. When the leaders leave this place to go
to villages out there they meet with Dikgosi first.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of clarification
Kgosi. Thank you Honourable Member. I heard you
saying you support this Motion, so I thought I should ask
that since you were a Kgosi, is this one of the reasons
that prompted you to come to this House?

MR BATSHU: I am told it is a hierarchy, they are
Dikgosi. Now this issue of demeaning others referring
to them as Dikgosana should be addressed. These are
Dikgosi, they are the leaders of merafe, the overseers of
the nation of Botswana.

KGOSI
LOTLAMORENG
II(GOODHOPEMABULE): Madam Speaker, if you were to see the
working conditions for District Commissioners, Land
Board and Dikgosi, you will be dejected. Sometimes if
it happens that the Minister is visiting a certain village,
they go through the Kgosi just to alert them of their visit,
the sad part of it is that they do not even have an office
to host that Minister. The situation is worse than other
offices that I have aforementioned. Madam speaker, as
other Honourable Members have stated, Dikgosi…

The other thing that I also want to talk about is,
the Customary Court of Appeal. We came here and
amended the law to say there will be someone who will
be overseeing these two Customary Courts of Appeal.
There is one in the North and another in the South.
Maybe there should be one on top right there. Since the

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Correction. Thank you Honourable Member of
Parliament. May I implore on you to use the right word;
it is supposed to be Dikgosi not ‘bo Kgosi’ because now
it is like you are referring to animals.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is just a hierarchy.
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The other thing is that the cases which are heard at the
Customary Courts, sometimes they would be from the
Customary Court of Appeal because the Clerks do not
know some of the procedures which should be applied
in order to run these courts. Even the Clerks from time
to time should be taken for courses which improve their
knowledge of writing. That is why I wanted to support
my colleague. Thank you Madam Speaker.
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KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: Setswana Madam
Speaker, differs according different tribes to refer to one
thing and I believe the meaning is the same.
Like I was saying, if you were to see their working
conditions, you will really be depressed. The
accommodation back at home is also a sad situation. Or
perhaps let me cite an example with Members of Ntlo
Ya Dikgosi, when they are here for the meeting, they
do not have a place to stay. They are scattered all over
the town when they are here. We know that before they
used to share flats with Members of Parliament, the
arrangement was such that when they are sitting, they
used the flats and when it was Parliament session, they
are used by members of Parliament.
Madam Speaker, the other thing that has brought a
huge problem in our rural areas is the merging of the
Botswana Local Police and Botswana Police. As
Honourable Members continue to deliberate on this…
(interruptions)...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:…(Murmurs)…
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG: Madam Speaker, even
though these two have been merged, I proposed that we
come up with a unit that will assist Dikgosi just like
we have the Traffic unit and the Central Investigation
Department (CID) Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, when it comes to the issue of mounting
of national flags in our Customary courts, it is a
humiliating situation because they do not have them. In
some they are in a worn-out state and you will wonder if
that flag still represent us or another country. With those
few Madam Speaker, I support this motion. I thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me also thank…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you with Kgosi?
MR LELATISITSWE: No I am a Kgosi in my own
right. I want to thank Honourable Moswaane for tabling
this motion. Let us remember that this country started
under the leadership of Dikgosi, thus my support for
the motion. The structure of the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development overlooked the
conditions of service for Dikgosi…
MR KESUPILE: Clarification.
MR LELATISITSWE: I will yield later Honourable
Member, I do not have much time left. History wise,
when you look at the conditions of service for Dikgosi,
they were once in charge of allocation of land until
departments like Land Board and Councils were

formed, they were disempowered and overlooked. This
is a worrisome situation.
When you compare the Council Secretary with the Tribal
Secretary who are in the same region, there is a vast
difference scale wise. The other one will be in E scale
while the other on C4. This is a bit astounding because
they cover the same jurisdiction. Therefore this should
not only be about Dikgosi, but rather the conditions of
service for Bogosi in its entirety. When you look at the
regions like Boteti which cover a huge range…
MR KESUPILE: Point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. The Honourable Member has promised to
yield. Madam Speaker, it is not good and safe for
the Honourable Member to continue with his debate
without honouring that promise. He might find himself
in a situation where now he has a lot of questions to
respond to. I request your intervening.
MADAM SPEAKER: You are right to say that
Honourable Kesupile. If a Member of Parliament is not
yielding for clarification, he or she must say so but it
is wrong of him to continue without yielding though
he promised. You are right on that one. Honourable
Lelatisitswe, are you yielding?
MR LELATISITSWE: I am yielding.
MR KESUPILE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Member is it right to say the suffering that
Magosi are subjected to in their work has caused His
Excellency the President of this country and Honourable
Lotlamoreng II to join politics?
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you former BDP
member who could have rectified these things. Maybe I
should continue because we have heard him. Honourable
Member, when we talk about…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MR LELATISITSWE: I meant to say I heard him, he
was once a BDP member who groomed me. Madam
Speaker, as I continue with my debate, I was talking
about the conditions of Bogosi and that this motion
is quite relevant. When you go around the Boteti
Constituency, you will find that some Magosi in that
area do not have offices and even vehicles. You will find
Kgosi confined to a very small office yet he or she is the
leader of morafe. This may force Magosi to join politics
and we may end up losing our culture. Now if Magosi
join politics, we are going to end up in a situation where
the Ministry does not have a choice and comes up
with titles such as ‘regent’ because Kgosi would have
joined politics. Maybe we could rectify this situation by
improving Magosi’s conditions of service and giving
them vehicles.
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It is painful when you go around areas and find that
Kgosi has meetings to attend with no vehicle. They
end up offered a lift at the back of a van; a van without
canopy in these torrential rains and sometimes in dusty
roads.
Another thing that must be considered after Magosi’s
inauguration is giving them education. I believe that we
have it on record that one Kgosi from one of our area
once sentenced someone to death; this shows that they
have not been taught law. It is therefore important that
they at least get introduction to law because these cases
are a cause for concern Honourable Members.
Like some colleagues have already mentioned, they do
not have furniture in their offices even for their clerks.
This ends up causing a rift between them and morafe in
general. The reason why I support this motion is because
I believe that we can protect our culture through it.
Before I sit down I am proposing an amendment to the
motion that is if they agree.
MADAM SPEAKER: Go ahead.
MR LELATISITSWE: At the top it should remain
as “government should improve conditions of service
for Dikgosi” and then it should read; “this Honourable
House request government to improve conditions of
service for Dikgosi by providing them with official
residence, official transport, standard offices and their
salaries according to …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurings) …
MR LELATISITSWE: Madam Speaker, I withdraw
the amendment.
MADAM SPEAKER: Have you finished?
MR LELATISITSWE: Yes Madam.
MR MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Let me also rise to support the
Honourable Member’s motion just the way it is. Let me
just mention that maybe my colleague’s motion could
have delved deeper to focus on points which causes
concern about our Bogosi. I believe that our Magosi
should be given all the services they require. Maybe the
reason why Magosi are in this condition is the way our
Constitution perceives Segosi.
Allow me to mention that as Parliament we have a
concern that in our three arms of government which
are Judiciary, Executive and Legislature, you will
realise that among these three, Parliament is the least
considered. The other two are given due recognition.
The same applies to Bogosi. In Bogosi there are four
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pillars which sustain a village; Council, Land Board,
Tribal and the District Commissioner’s officer. All these
departments are respected and given all the resources
due their offices save for Tribal Administration. It seems
that when a budget is made the other three departments
will be allocated their dues substantially and Tribal is
given crumbs. That is why there are so many problems
in Tribal Administration.
I believe that tribal is the pillar Honourable Members. It
should have been given all the necessary services more
than the other departments. It is the one responsible
for sustaining morafe and the area. They are the ones
carrying the responsibility and if our Constitution or the
Bogosi Act had given them powers, our villages could
be desirable, and the government would not be running
around with problems, failing to maintain law and order.
There are Dikgosi who have powers and can do all that
is necessary.
I concur with Hon. Lotlamoreng II that having merged
the Local Police and the Botswana Police has been
detrimental to Tribal Administration and there is no
order. I like making reference to my tribe in Kgatleng.
Since Kgosikgolo Kgafela ascended to the throne, he
has never come to Ntlo Ya Dikgosi and it is not that
he looked down upon it, but when he sat down and
assessed the importance of coming to Ntlo Ya Dikgosi,
he could not see how he was going to benefit nor his
tribe except coming to Ntlo Ya Dikgosi and ‘woloma’
meaning that they will just talk. These things should be
looked into and the Constitution should be amended and
Dikgosi should be given the powers. When Kgosikgolo
Kgafela II comes back...
MR MOLATLHEGI: Procedure. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I hear the Honourable Member using the word
‘woloma’ in relation to Dikgosi in Ntlo Ya Dikgosi. Can
he explain what he means? Is this word proper to be
used in relation to Dikgosi?
MADAM SPEAKER: I did not hear him say ‘woloma’.
What did you say Honourable Member. Wait, I did not
hear him, did you use the word ‘woloma?’
MR MANGOLE: I do not recall using the word
‘woloma.’
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR MANGOLE: Madam Speaker, I do not recall
using that word, but if I did, it is not intended to mean
what they are thinking. If I did, I withdraw. They come
to Ntlo Ya Dikgosi and talk but nothing is being done.
When he ascended to the throne Kgosikgolo Kgafela, he
brought peace and stability in Kgatleng and the police
were even happy. Through the powers that he had,
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there was law and order. Immediately, everything was
dismantled and crime and misconduct were orders of
the day in the village. This shows that if our Dikgosi
could be given the powers through the Constitution and
the Bogosi Act, peace and harmony could prevail in our
villages.
I also want to highlight that we have the guiding
principles; Bogosi is not something that anyone is
selected for. In Setswana, Bogosi is hereditary. I wish
the government could realise that and stop giving the
Minister powers to appoint Dikgosi. We know that
mistakes do happen in their course of duty as Dikgosi.
In Setswana, we have the procedure; Kgosi does not
rule alone, he works together with the uncles who have
powers traditionally to reprimand Kgosi. If only that
could be done, it would show that our government has
respect to the administration of Bogosi and our culture
could be well preserved.
My contention is just that let us go back to our roots.
Your motion is fine Honourable Member, it is acceptable
but my view is that it just addresses the cherry on top of
the fundamental issue which mainly is that, we should
go back to our Constitution.
Let us go back to the Bogosi Act and take our Dikgosi
back to where they should be because I believe that
if we could do that, other things can take care of
themselves. If we could give Dikgosi the powers that
they should have, we would know that we should do
what we did with the Council Secretary and the Land
Board Chairman. We would know that there should be
incentives that go together with those powers. Those
will come automatically. There is no Council Secretary
who is placed and not given accommodation. That
is so because their powers come together with those
incentives. That is why I am saying even though you
have come up with a good motion that we accept, maybe
it could have gone further into pertinent issues.
I would like us to go back to the request that Kgosikgolo
Kgafela made which ultimately led to his exile. He had
raised an important issue calling for the review of the
entire Constitution. The Bogosi aspect could have been
discussed by Dikgosi because they know better since
they are there. That is what I believe we should do as
the UDC Manifesto states, come 2019 when we take
over power, this is the issue that we want to address and
put Dikgosi where they should rightfully be. With those
brief comments, I support the motion even though I feel
it could have addressed more serious issues. Thank you.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATION (MR MABEO): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me also take this time to comment

on the motion presented by the Honourable Member.
This is a good motion Madam Speaker. Honourable
Members, from way back, Dikgosi have been bringing
people together and guiding them. They played a
major role and I would like mainly to focus on their
workplaces. Maybe having been sent to Parliament has
helped me realise how important our Dikgosi are to our
democracy. Honourable Members, where there is no
peace there is no development and where there is no
development, people end up turning against government.
However, I know how much the BDP government has
worked hard to ensure that where possible, it makes
an effort. It is not enough Honourable Members, I will
give examples of what I saw when I was touring this
country morespecially in my constituency. We have to
bring our Magosi to the status that they deserve. This is
why I have already mentioned that their contribution in
the growth of our economy is tremendous. However if
the meeting place for people is not conducive and their
opinions not collective, nothing can come out right. If
something did not come out right then it means the lifes
of the people in that village will not run smoothly.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MABEO: I am still making an introduction; I do
not know what it is that you are clarifying. Listen first.
I mentioned that I want to concentrate on what I saw
when I was touring the constituency. I am glad that I
was given the opportunity to go on these tours because
I got the complaints from Magosi. My concentration is
on Thamaga/Kumakwane Constituency.
Magosi are complaining that they have long proposed
that they be given their responsibilities and nothing
has been done in that regard. I would therefore like
to encourage the Ministry responsible that if there is
a decision that you have already taken, you should do
what is right. I take it that the Ministry will react to the
request because last time I had a meeting with him and
he took the names.
Secondly Honourable Members...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification
MR MABEO: I will yield later Minister. Secondly at
the offices where the Dikgosi work, there are power
poles but there is no power in the offices. Some of
these offices are wired. I can give Kubung village in my
constituency as an example; even now the electricity
has not been connected in those offices.
The same thing is there at Kotolaname. I therefore
want to encourage the ministry responsible that since
Honorable Mokaila has connected power already, it is
in their hands to see to it that they connect electricity
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in every government office. You can quickly elucidate
there Honourable Minister.

members of Ntlo ya Dikgosi and those who are Dikgosi
by birth.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of clarification. Thank you Honourable
Minister. I just wanted to respond to this and shed light
on this issue of enrolling... I suppose you are referring
to Headmen of Arbitration that they have not being
enrolled. The procedure is that they go through the main
Kgotla or Kgosi, then the Kgosi recommends the names
and then we take it from there. I have been doing that.
We have been signing letters. Recently we received the
ones from Kweneng; probably that is why some of them
are not paid. We are not going to pay all of them because
we only had 286 clods for the financial year 2015/2016.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is not time for that.

MR MABEO: I corrected it Madam Speaker. I would
like to finish my minutes by appreciating the work
that Magosi are doing in our country, they built this
nation and we have to support Honourable Moswaane’s
motion. I trust that this motion will help us in future as
we will be able to build this nation together.

MR TSOGWANE: No, it is very important because
you are talking on behalf of your people so that you get
it right. I thank you.
MR MABEO: I thank you Minister. I am glad if you
have reacted to such issues. I believe it is not something
peculiar to my constituency only, it is countrywide.
Considering the fact that Magosi are doing a great job, I
advise that we do not leave them behind. Internet should
be connected in their offices; they should be Information,
Communication Technology (ICT) compliant too. They
always have to be provided with transport because
normally they would be representing villages that are
far apart. We therefore have to make it a point that we
provide these services to avoid situations whereby other
villages will end up doing what is not right knowing that
the Kgosi does not visit more often.
The other issue that I want to raise is that usually we
experience conflicts when it is time to elect the Dikgosi
who have to come to Ntlo ya Dikgosi. My apologies
Magosi for using that word, but we know that Dikgosi
are born but there are those who are elected.
I therefore want to encourage the minister responsible to
pay attention to this because it causes conflicts between
our people. I think we can correct that by considering
what the law is saying...
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. No, I just wanted
the Honourable to correct because we do not have the
‘real’ Dikgosi and those who are not.
MADAM SPEAKER: The truth is that they are all
Dikgosi.
MR MABEO: I thank you Madam Speaker. I was
actually saying there are Dikgosi who are elected to be
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MR MABEO: I want to finish my last minute by
saying...
MR TSOGWANE: Point of order. I think the point of
order that is being raised by Honourable Member there
is right. It is like the Honourable Minister speaking has
got misgivings of how this people relate in the House of
Chiefs. But in the House of Chiefs all Chiefs are equal.
Whether elected or not elected. It must be very clear.
MADAM SPEAKER: I had ruled that he withdraws, I
believe he corrected.

DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Firstly I would like to show my
concern for the motions that are tabled in this Parliament.
Those who were supposed to have done the job are the
ones who are commenting. I do not know if what you
are doing is right. You are not supposed to be the ones
saying the Dikgosi are suffering whereas you are the
ones who should be making sure that they are taken care
of. I am worried about the ruling party and the ministers
will justify the decision of their government to strip
Dikgosi off their powers, but when we have a motion
like this one they turn around and make-believe to care
about the welfare of Dikgosi even though they are the
ones who got them in that situation in the first place.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Point of
order. Thank you Madam Speaker, I do not know what
could be exciting the Honourable Member . None of us
here have stood in Parliament as said what he is alleging.
MADAM SPEAKER: Explain what he accused you of
saying.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, he says we are here
pretending to care about the welfare of Dikgosi while
we put them in that situation in the first place. None of
us have done that.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please stop quarrelling. What
did you mean when you said they are excited about
something? Motions are brought in this house to be
debated, so they are debating well.
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DR MMATLI: Thank you Madam Speaker. As I
only have limited time, can I please be allowed to talk
without disruptions? Dikgosi from my constituency are
complaining about how the Government has turned their
back on them and when talking about the Government
we are referring to those on the other side of the aisle.
It is startling that an Honourable Minister would stand
here and state their concerns about the struggles of the
Dikgosi when they actually have the power to have
rectified this situation a long time ago. This is why I
think that they are making a mockery of the situation
and are trying to please their audience at the expense of
Dikgosi.
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of order, I want Honourable Minister
to be aware that when Honourable Members are in
Parliament they are first and fair most here to represent
their constituencies. He should also realise that by
this motion being on the table does not mean that the
Government is not doing something. We have improved
their conditions of service. I will come and respond
on how we have improved the conditions of service of
Dikgosi even though we did not do enough due to lack
of funds. That is what we are doing. You are wrong for
saying we are not doing anything.
MR SPEAKER: That is not a point of order Honourable
Minister, it is a correction
DR MMATLI: I know the truth hurts and it will hurt
those who are not doing their jobs by neglecting our
Dikgosi. Another thing is; they come and stand here in
parliament and say……
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. I have a concern Mr Speaker, Mr Mmatli
is speaking and that will be written in the Hansard but
his gestures will not be written. He said the truth hurts,
Mr Speaker can you look into this and see if he is in
order.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmatli, watch
your body language while you speak.
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was only
clarifying that the truth has such kind of complications.
When addressing the situations of Dikgosi, Honourable
Ministers state that they are aware of their problems
but have not rectified them due to unavailability of
funds. We are here addressing this issue again and
they are pretending to care and to be on-board about
the ideas but when we leave Parliament after making
decisions, they will be saying they are still awaiting

funds. I think this is their way of making a mockery of
the situation with no intention of taking any action. It is
well known that Dikgosi are now public servants just
like any other member under the Botswana Democratic
Party Government, and they have been stripped off their
power. I was with a certain Kgosi recently who was very
unhappy. We have Dikgosi who are also Dikgosana and
then we have Kgosikgolo (Paramount Chief); he is a
Kgosi in his locality and they too have no powers. Some
will tell you that they grew up in that locality and have
people who grew up in the same area with them who are
now being referred to as squatters. They have no control
over the situation of proving that those people are not
squatters because they do not have the power to do so.
When these issues arise Honourable Ministers will be
saying how concerned they are about Dikgosi’s powers
being taken away from them while in actual fact they
are responsible for stripping them of their power. An
Honourable member said that the working conditions
of Dikgosi should be improved by buying them official
vehicles and building them official residences. I think
this is a very shallow idea because these houses will
always be a Government property and cannot benefit
them anyhow in the long run. They need to be assisted
with a more permanent solution that could get them to
a point where they are able to build their own houses,
so that even post their positions of being a Kgosi they
can do what they please with them. Our Dikgosi and
Dikgosana are working in very challenging conditions.
Some of them do not have police officers, clusters or
even offices. Those who do have offices do not have
furniture, it is a problem. In that case there is no how
we can expect one to be given a vehicle when he has no
office space, we should start with office accommodation,
furniture and well trained staff.
So the most important issue which should be our central
discussion it to amend the Bogosi Act. We should look
into all the issues which concern our Dikgosi then amend
them followed by amendment of conditions of service.
First of all we have Dikgosi who currently get an
allowance and do not have a pay slip; he cannot go and
apply for a loan because he does not have a pay slip he is
just like any other unemployed person out there. There
are some Dikgosi who carry out very important duties
but do not even get an allowance; there is neither pay
slip nor allowance yet they wake up each morning to
go to work. If you look at Bogosi Act this issue is going
to be taken holistically then amended. We are talking
about all Dikgosi not one Kgosi in particular since he
too works with them.
If we agree to this motion we should have a holistic
approach to amend everything not to lend them house or
vehicle and in the process of one’s death we take them
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back and remains the same Kgosi who was born with
nothing is buried with nothing. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: The time of the motion to be debated
ends at 11:25, I will then call upon the mover to respond.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, how do you select members looking at the
numbers in the House? Are you not supposed to select
one from the other side and two from this side?
MR SPEAKER: I just arrived so he caught my eye.
MR DAVIDS (MOCHUDI EAST): Calm down
Honourable Member and listen we are discussing
Bogosi. First of all Mr Speaker I am concerned about this
motion because it exposes the government, you should
be rebuking your colleague that he is humiliating you.
You know very well that you are being unfair to these
Dikgosi, you are ill-treating them, it is a fact. Just like
Honourable Mmatli was saying, you are only talking
about the welfare of Bogosi now, you are uneasy. Let
me tell you something, you have been edgy ever since
Kgosi Lotlaamoreng II came; there is so much pressure
at the Botswana Democratic Party. You are afraid they
might come but I rise here today to say that there is
absolutely nothing that is going to change, it is all talk
no action. You now want to pretend as if you care that
Dikgosi have been ill-treated all along.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of elucidation. You
are on the right track my colleague, it seems like our
colleagues are all talk and no action just like Honourable
M.R. Tshipinare ‘s motion was adopted in 2000 about
conditions of service of Dikgosi and to date there is still
no implementation.
MR DAVIDS: You are only beginning to take Dikgosi
seriously because you can see that they are totally turning
against you. I rise to invite them, the door is open and the
future of Bogosi is right here in the Opposition. When
we take over I want you to know that we are going to
change the Constitution of this country so that Dikgosi
can have positions and be given the respect, they have
been ruling this country since the beginning.
Right now if we take the Kgosikgolo of Bakgatla,
Kgafela II, a true leader, a visionary there is no one who
is like him in this country. I would like to give you an
example, Kgafela is not on the government’s payroll, he
has been inaugurated by Bakgatla, he is born a Kgosi
and does not take any orders from the Minister, never!
He takes orders from Bakgatla, he is their Kgosikgolo
but now you imprison him the next thing you say
“Dikgosi are our founders and we respect them,” that
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is wrong, you are not telling the truth and you know it.
Even Slumber knows very well that he cannot control
Kgafela, he is a King, he is a Kgosikgolo and remains
one despite that piece of paper you write.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. I have no idea who Slumber is. In this
Parliament we only have Honourable Tsogwane we do
not have Slumber.
MR DAVIDS: Honourable Slumber Tsogwane.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, call the
Honourable Members accordingly; Honourable
Slumber Tsogwane.
MR DAVIDS: But when we are outside we address each
other accordingly. We as the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) are going to change Dikgosi, not what
you are doing.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR DAVIDS: You wish we could split; the Bobirwa
constituency is lost.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ignore him, he is
delaying you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, what are you on
about now? Focus on the motion.
MR DAVIDS: Mr Speaker, Honourable Kgathi is
interrupting me anyway that is not a problem I will go
to Bobonong and tell Babirwa to give up on you, you
are just useless.
We are discussing Bogosi Mr Speaker and it is just
nothing but the truth that government has neglected
Bogosi. We agree and the other day I was telling…
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. We need your
guidance here. Can a Member of Parliament refer to
the other as phomphokwe (bird), is that an acceptable
language? What does it mean?
MR DAVIDS: No, we cannot be in Parliament as if we
are at war…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
what Honourable Davids said is not an insult. There
is a setswana proverb that says, “Phomphokwe yo o
maithukhutho mabe, o fatlhwa ke diphuka e se tsa gagwe
meaning that a person has to be careful of whatever s/
he says as it can lend one into trouble.” I should also
caution him that when he uses these proverbs he should
be cautious of whether he is using them properly.
MR DAVIDS: Even my friend Comrade Kgathi was
happy. We are friends; we should not be separated by
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your government’s inability to provide for Dikgosi. I
have a right to talk and I believe that Kgosi is there even
in Bobonong.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are derailing you.
MR DAVIDS: Mr Speaker they are trying to derail
me but I have noticed. Bogosi will continue to exist
in our country and it is going to get stronger. What we
have to do is to respect them and it should be visible
that they do an important job in the community. Their
salaries and where the work should be improved. We
want Bogosi to be elevated and we are not only talking
about accommodation and cars. What will they do with
those? I saw one of Dikgosi here; he has been given
accommodation and a black official car for his position.
How does that help? They have made him move from
where he stayed, where he was supposed to build
himself a house and improve his life as well as have
people who assist him. You know him and I think he
wears a red tie too.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, be careful, you
are skating on a very thin ice.
MR DAVIDS: No, I understand him wearing a red
tie. There is no problem with that. You always wear it
daily…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, please get back
to the debate at hand.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: The time is up.

MR DAVIDS: I want the BDP members to know that
Kgosi Kgafela will be back in 2019 whether you like it
or not. You are coming up with motions talking about
improving Bogosi when you have failed. You have
failed for 50 years and you have failed to …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, your time is up.
Whoever I call will only speak for two minutes.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. I am not so sure, I just missed
the procedures of this House, I thought I was going to
respond as a Minister responsible, but unfortunately I
am just considered to just queue in the line.
Mr Speaker, I entirely agree with the mover of the
motion and I entirely agree with the concerns that
Honourable Member have raised. It is true, we have not
given Dikgosi all that we can give them because of the
constraints that we have in other sectors of the economy.
We have public officers; we have other employees of
government who are still crying for betterment of their
conditions of service. Mr Speaker, we are trying our
level best like we have just started with the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP). We are going to build
customary courts. We are trying our level best that we
buy better vehicles for our Dikgosi and we have already
started. We also recognise the conditions that they are
working under.

MR DAVIDS: We are talking about issues of Bogosi
and so you cannot say the time is up. We would rather
increase it. Increase the time so that we can get to hear
what you have to say. Lastly Mr Speaker we should
ensure that we give Bogosi institution the respect it
deserves. The practice of abusing the law with regards
to Dikgosi is not right. What you did by imprisoning the
Bakgatla Kgosi when he has not been found guilty is a
provocation to Bakgatla. I request the relevant Minister
to ensure that he puts an effort into ensuring that there is
peace when it comes to the Bogosi of Bakgatla. We were
provoked by the former Ministers Mokalake and Siele.
We want Honourable Tsogwane to go and apologise to
Bakgatla or else the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
will cease to exist in Kgatleng district. You will not get
any support.

Someone was talking about payslips for Headmen of
Arbitration; we are trying our level best to ensure that
they have an identity; something that would identify
that they are working. But even under these conditions,
the banks are accepting some of the letters that these
Headmen of Arbitration are bringing to them written by
the District Commissioner or Kgosi.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

MR SPEAKER: When I am here I am the Speaker,
there is nothing like Deputy…

MR DAVIDS: It does not matter, even if Kgosi Kgafela
does not come back soon but one day he shall come
back. We will spread the red carpet from the border to
Mochudi.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

Mr Speaker, we believe that the motion as it stands, we
need to respond to it and say that Dikgosi, in absence
of their accommodation because most of Dikgosi are
working in their own …
MR SPEAKER: The time is up, Honourable Minister.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Honourable Deputy Speaker, I do not know…

MR MOSWAANE: I withdraw. Mr Speaker, the
Honourable Members have deliberated on the issue but
I have an idea that there should be an amendment. I do
not know if the procedure allows me Mr Speaker? The
amendment …
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MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Moswaane, you
cannot correct anything at this juncture. You have to
respond to what they said. The time for amendments
has passed.
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, I would like to thank the Honourable Members
who have debated on…
MR KESUPILE: Procedure. Mr Speaker the
Honourable Member wants to amend something so that
when we vote we would vote on something logical. I
suggest that he should be allowed to amend so that we
can debate the new motion.
MR SPEAKER: Take your seat; we debated the
motion and we finished it and he has to respond so that
we continue. He cannot be able to amend because it
would mean that we should start from the beginning.
We cannot go that route.
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Speaker, thank you for…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure Mr
Speaker. Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I want
to agree with Honourable Kesupile. When we look at
Standing Order 47.1 and 47.2 it talks about a Member
who has reason to speak. It does not say if it is an
Honourable Member who is addressing his/her Motion
they cannot amend.
MR SPEAKER: Order! You want to mess things up
for me now. Before this goes any further I would like
to request the acting learned Parliamentary Counsel
(PC) to assist me with interpreting the Standing Orders
because I know that if we have passed, he cannot move
to amend when he is supposed to respond at the end,
he will be taking us back. Why did he not amend as
the debates were on going? Parliamentary Counsel (PC)
please assist us on this issue.
ACTING
LEARNED
PARLIAMENTARY
COUNSEL (MR CHIKANDA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. The Standing Orders are silent on whether
the mover of the Motion or on the manner or the times
at which the mover of the Motion may amend. It is
something that we have noticed and I think for this
Motion, we should proceed on the basis of the ruling
by the Speaker because there is nothing which governs
that.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you very much PC. Our
Standing Orders do not prevent Honourable Moswaane
from amending his Motion, but you see we have more
than three hours debating this Motion. When we are
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finally supposed to conclude it to move on to the next
Motion, we cannot allow an amendment which would
mean we start afresh. It could have happened in the
process as you were debating, therefore my ruling will
stand; we are proceeding with the Motion as is. He will
respond, and then we move on. That is my ruling.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of procedure Mr
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Speaker of the House. I
was just thinking that maybe we should allow the mover
of the motion to amend it. The way the motion reads
does not encompass a lot of things that were discussed
by the Honourable Members. Maybe I thought we
should allow him to amend so that he can encompass
everything that the motion does not include.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, the ruling that
I have made is that I wish we could proceed with the
business of the House. I will not allow a Member to come
with a Motion in Parliament and then it is debated and
debated; whilst in the process of debating that Member
would be there thinking and not saying anything, and at
the end they say, “I am amending so that we start afresh.”
I will not allow that. Let us proceed. This Motion will
be voted on as is. Honourable Moswaane will respond
to his Motion. The Honourable Minister who is going
to implement this Motion will also be listening and see
how the points which were mentioned by the Members
of Parliament could help him in his task to implement,
not going back to square one.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): On a further
point of procedure Mr Speaker. Thank you Mr Speaker.
We know that in this House you have authority to see to
it that if you think things are preventing this House from
moving smoothly, you can take certain decisions Sir. It
does not help at all; it does not even help those people
whom this Motion is intending to help. That is why the
mover of the Motion has said he intends to make some
amendments. He is doing so looking at the challenges
Dikgosi are facing. We cannot focus on two things only,
we want to group all the challenges Dikgosi are facing
and address them together.
MR SPEAKER: Point of order Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No, please wait. When you start with
those points of order, time is not waiting for us. I have
made a ruling on this matter and we are proceeding. We
will not do that Honourable Members. I have made a
ruling on this matter, let us continue. Let Honourable
Moswaane respond.
MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Are you making a point of order
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when I am still standing? Let us proceed just as I have
requested.
MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker. I think this is for the second
time that the Speakership is making a ruling that is not
within the Standing Orders. Yesterday…
MR SPEAKER: Ah! You are out of order now. Order!
You are out of order. I thought you were bringing in
something new. I did not know you were challenging
my ruling. Let us proceed Honourable Members.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Point of order Mr Speaker.
My point of order Mr Speaker is that with the greatest
respect, the decision you have taken; on which Standing
Order is it basing on?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Makgalemele,
you are again challenging my ruling. I will not allow
anybody to do that. Honourable Members, I think
you are now challenging my ruling and that is not
acceptable. When you read your Standing Order, please
read it because whoever is going to repeat this, there
shall be consequences. I am not threatening anyone. I
have got a page missing in mine. Standing Order 2.1
has this to say with regard to interpretation. Honourable
Members, “The Speaker, or any Member presiding is
responsible for ruling whether any question arises as to
the interpretation or application of a Standing Order and
for deciding cases not otherwise provided for.” Now, it
is that clear, therefore follow me; let us move on.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No one should say anything in line
with the one we have just addressed; you would be out
of order. It better be something else.
MR GOYA: Point of Order! Thank you Mr Speaker.
Although I might now quote a Standing Order because
I do not have it here with me, there is one which says
the rights of the minority have to be protected. In the
Motion we are debating right now, the rights of the
minority have not been protected because they were
saying Dikgosi cannot only have houses built for them
and then we say they have been taken care of. Therefore
you did not notice or observe this Mr Speaker. We are
asking you to withdraw your ruling Mr Speaker so that
the mover of the Motion can amend it the way he wants
to. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order!
Honourable Moswaane and Honourable Goya may you
stop what you are doing, you are challenging my ruling.
You are inviting.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Please allow Honourable Moswaane
to respond. I want us to finish and move on to the other
motion.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Speaker let me thank the
Honourable House for deliberating on my motion. Let
me say that I have faith in my able government which
always listens whenever it is advised on issues of public
interest. I believe that if Dikgosi can hear that a journey
of 1000 miles has started with one step, they will be
appreciate and be hopeful that eventually they will reach
their desired destination. Roma was not built in a day
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. Thank you Honourable Member, I thank
you for the motion that you have presented before this
August House as it calls us to support and recognise
our Dikgosi. Let me also mention that your motion
supplement and answer some of the grievances already
submitted by Dikgosi. For instance, Kgosi Gaborone has
called for review of Conditions of Service for Dikgosi
and my office is currently looking at the matter.
MR MOSWAANE: Your words indeed are true
Honourable Slumber Tsogwane. As a Member of
Parliament for Francistown West Constituency; I
subscribe to making a difference and contributing
towards the development of our nation which is equally
done by the ruling party. We have seen the conditions
that our Dikgosi work under and it has been one of our
greatest concerns together with other challenges that
we have been faced with for a long time to work on
improving them. Our economy has been able to stand
the test of time that is why we are starting this year with
an initiative of stimulating our economy…
MR NKAIGWA: Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker,
and Honourable Member. I understand you and agree
to the points that you have raised. Since you are
advocating for better conditions of service for Dikgosi,
are you happy and comfortable with the powers they
have been vested with and for them to fall under the
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development.
Is it something you can endorse that they are fine where
they currently are?
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable may I implore you to
be cognisant of the fact that we are a republic and when
we became independent, we advocated for western
leadership and traditional leadership and these were
the necessities according to each tribe and their culture.
Even on issues of land allocation under the Land Board,
Hansard No 182
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we now have the expertise in that field. I want to strongly
emphasise the fact that I believe in the government of the
day of which I have also been a partaker. We are all in
agreement as Members of Parliament that the conditions
of service for Dikgosi need to be revised.
I have stated in my introductory remarks that they
need to be assisted with accommodation and transport.
Furthermore, they need a standard office accommodation
which I have seen being included under the Economic
Stimulus Package (ESP). I also believe even the issue
of salaries needs to be revisited. In my research for this
motion, I had the opportunity to meet with the Chairman
of Ntlo Ya Dikgosi who reliably informed me that they
have tabled a motion that advocated for that and that
they have submitted some recommendations to the
relevant Minister. He was in agreement that this is an
issue that we need to fight for in both Houses. I have
a belief that indeed something will be done since the
relevant Minister is under the leadership of a considerate
government. I believe that our Dikgosi…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We press on.
MR MOSWAANE: It is well ordered government that
is not jumbled...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Davids!
MR MOSWAANE: It is not confused by anything...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Kindly wait. Honourable
Davids and Honourable Butale I do not know what is
happening but clearly you are disturbing the order of
the House. Can you kindly lower your voices if there is
something that you wish to discuss?
MR MOSWAANE: As I have already stated, when
I apprised Kgosi Gaborone on this issue he gave me
the go ahead to help in advocating for it. Now without
necessarily referring to anyone in particular…
DR. P. BUTALE: Procedure. Mr Speaker, even though I
am not the one who was speaking, but maybe the mover
of the motion should acknowledge the source, he has
captured these words from somewhere, and therefore it
calls for such.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Order! What are you saying
Honourable Butale, I did not quite clearly understand
you?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Can I explain?
MR MOSWAANE: He is as good as being quite.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(murmurs)...
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MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Members, we have
reached the year 2016, therefore our government should
act on this to ensure that our Dikgosi are accorded the
veneration they deserve and their visibility must be
of importance in this nation. This includes even the
transport they use because when a Mayor or Council
Chairperson is there, their visibility is felt by their
environment.
I do not wish to see the same scenario that has been cited
by other Honourable Members that in some instances
they are transported in a van to a meeting. If we work
on this, it will reflect the ruling party as a party that
recognises and appreciate its traditional leadership.
What they managed to do before independence has
made us to be proud of them as a democratic country.
Among other issues that we need to reconsider, there
are limited powers under the Land Board and their
jurisdiction in residing over cases. I believe that all
Dikgosi will continue to respect the government of day
as well.
MR DAVIDS: On a point of procedure. My colleague is
now debating the motion, he is not responding as such.
MR SPEAKER: No, listen to him attentively Honourable
Davids, and stop conversing with Honourable Butale,
you will understand what he is driving at. Honourable
Moswaane, they are saying you should respond and not
touch on issues they did not ask for.
MR MOSWAANE: What am I responding to?
They did not say anything. Honourable Davids is not
communicating, I was very disappointed by him. I do
not want to say it in that manner because I respect him
as an elder.
MR DAVIDS: You are the one who is not saying
anything.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Davids, that is
not how we operate, you do not just stand up and speak
without permission in this House. We have a procedure
that you must follow; ask for clarification, order or
procedure.
MR MOSWAANE: Although Honourable Davids is
insulting me, saying I am so stupid I do not know what
to say to him but all I can say is what goes around comes
around.
MR SPEAKER: No! Order! Honourable Members
you cannot exchange such words. Honourable Davids
you are insulting Honourable Moswaane while your
microphone is off but he is responding on a switched on
microphone. Those words will be there in tomorrow’s
Hansard and then someone will start saying only bad
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things are reported about him. Honourable Moswaane,
withdraw what you said that it will come back to him
and continue with your debate. Let us refrain from using
bad language.
MR MOSWAANE: What is wrong with saying it will
come back to that person?
MR SPEAKER: No, you are not supposed to wish
someone ill.
MR MOSWAANE: My response rather to his insults
is that what goes around comes back around. He will
be judged for that. Let me continue Mr Speaker. Since I
respect you Mr Speaker, I will withdraw but he should
also respect us because he is an elder. It is not appropriate
for an elder to speak like that.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Moswaane …
MR MOSWAANE: Why are you protecting him when
he insults me and you do not reprimand him but me
only? Why are you afraid of these people?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, just withdraw
and continue with your debate and not involve yourself
in other things.
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable House, I do not have
much to say, I did not respond…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order. I
am listening attentively to the Honourable Member but
there are some words which do not sit well with me.
He said ‘if you are a self-understanding Kgosi’, so does
that mean there are Dikgosi who do not understand
themselves? I thought he could correct that. Thank you
Sir.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, correct that
because you are talking about Marara.
MR MOSWAANE: What did he say about me?
MR SPEAKER: Be careful of the language you use
because you are talking in reference to Dikgosi.
MR MOSWAANE: This one wants to gain political
mileage from non-existent issues. I said I trust that our
Dikgosi understand themselves and they will work with
this government and those who understand themselves
will continue working with the government.
MR SPEAKER: Sit down Honourable Mokgware, he
said you did not understand him.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
sometimes I am confused as to who should and should
not respect that the Speaker’s ruling is final in this

House? I am concerned that the Speaker makes a ruling
and the people argue with you and then you retract the
ruling you made. We are setting a wrong precedence.
I wish that we could respect the Speaker and know
that the Speaker’s ruling is final and stop arguing with
the Speaker when he has made a ruling. Now Speaker
please put this House back to order.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you very much Honourable
Butale. Thank you for what you have said and I trust
that the Honourable Members have also heard you. Let
us cooperate, it is Friday and we need to knock off in a
good mood. It pains me when you argue with me and
refuse to take my instructions. Honourable Moswaane,
please continue.
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I believe
that we have discussed this matter but it needs…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of elucidation. Thank you very much Honourable
Speaker, thank you Honourable colleague. I want to
elucidate on the sayings that you are not responding.
In your response I wish that you could explain that
as a responsible member of the BDP, which is the
ruling party of the day, you also have the same right
as Opposition members that if you are concerned about
Bogosi remuneration you can come to this Parliament
and ask the Minister to review them. It is your right, it
has nothing to do with political gimmicks.
Secondly I expected you to explain that it is not like you
do not appreciate how far this country has come and the
efforts which were always there although they are not at
a level we hoped they will be but you wish that we can
carry on. You are not saying you are coming up with that
motion because Bogosi is being disregarded.
I thought in your response, you will make it clear that
today we are not here to talk about Kgafela and any
other thing besides the motion on the table.
I thought in your response you will explain that there
is nothing wrong in having an epiphany while other
colleagues are debating that says “maybe what is on the
table is not enough I want to add more.”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MS MAKGATO: I am elucidating. “It is not enough,
I want to supplement it so that what we summarise in
Parliament may be more than what I had on the table.”
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I thought the Honourable Member stood on a
point of elucidation but now she is debating, she is now
in pre-school teaching Honourable Moswaane what he
failed to talk about. I believe that we are in Parliament
Hansard No 182
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and not BDP pre-schools where Honourable Members
are coached on what to say. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Makgato was elucidating,
so she was in order. Are you done Honourable Member?
MS MAKGATO: I have not finished, I am concluding
and will hand over to Honourable Moswaane, I am
elucidating. In conclusion let me thank them that they
have realised that indeed we are not in a pre-school.
They are now using it that we are not in a pre-school
because what they did is done by pre-school children yet
we are in Parliament.
Honourable Moswaane because you still have seven
more minutes, let me allow you to respond to the issues
they have raised as it appears they want to lead you into
a temptation they would not want to deliver you from.
Thank you.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of procedure. Thank you
very much Mr Speaker. I seek your guidance. When we
say somebody stands to elucidate, my understanding is
that he or she then speaks to a particular topic addressed
by the speaker who is on the floor. Now the Honourable
Member who just sat down talks about pre-school, I
have not heard Honourable Moswaane talking about
pre-school. Mr Speaker, you are not even taking action
against her, I do not know if this is right. Are we also to
wheedle our way through with our comments because
we did not get a chance to debate?
MR SPEAKER: No, stop meddling, I said she was
elucidating. She has finished and now it goes back to
Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST): Mr
Speaker, I have good manners, but I would not tolerate
someone like Honourable Nkaigwa who claims to be a
pastor yet he is a trickster.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Laughter.
MR SPEAKER: Address one another well Honourable
Members.
MR MOSWAANE: I suspect that he has not been
taught how to conduct himself in Parliament at church.
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I thought
you were going to stop him from using that word. I
have never been thrown out at church and I have never
swindled the church money.

26

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane and
Honourable Nkaigwa, you both have to withdraw
because you are not going to say that in Parliament.
Honourable Nkaigwa, you are going to stand and
withdraw what you said about Honourable Moswaane
and Honourable Moswaane will also stand and
withdraw what he said about Honourable Nkaigwa. Do
that Honourable Member.
MR NKAIGWA: I withdraw Mr Speaker. God forgive
me.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: May God forgive him, but he
should never say that again.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane withdraw.
MR MOSWAANE: I withdraw, maybe...
MR SPEAKER: Without conditions Honourable
Member.
MR MOSWAANE: I said I withdraw. But for the
record, I wanted to explain that I am a member Zion
Christian Church. I have never been thrown out Mr
Speaker nor have I ever swindled the church money. At
some point I was the financer of the Church. I should tell
you this. I donated a lot my brother; the church has not
given me a single cent. So...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane let us get back
to the topic, they are derailing you.
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Speaker, it is important because
I am being defamed here in Parliament and I want to say
that Honourable Nkaigwa is cursing himself.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: He is evil, a liar and like looking
down upon people.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Moswaane
do not do that. I tried to bring peace amongst you and
Honourable Nkaigwa, so what is the problem now since
you withdrew earlier. Now you could be proceeding
with your debate. Withdraw those words you used
towards Honourable Nkaigwa and proceed.
Honourable Nkaigwa you also withdrew, so stop looking
and laughing at Honourable Moswaane.

HONORUABLE MEMBERS: Laughter.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Laughter.

MR NKAIGWA: Honourable Moswaane was thrown
out of ZCC after he swindled them off their money. But
I am still a member of the church that I go to.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane please, for the
sake of peace withdraw those words and get back to the
topic. They are derailing you.
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MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Nkaigwa is evil, a liar
and looks down upon people.
MR SPEAKER: Order! No Honourable Moswaane,
those are the words I want you to withdraw and repeating
them despite my instruction is not right. Withdraw those
words and get back to the topic because we still have
more business to put to the House.
MR MOSWAANE: He has heard me, he is wicked, but
I withdraw. Mr Speaker, do not allow these things. We
can talk. We can talk and reveal more secrets.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR MOSWAANE: We can talk, he must be very
careful.
DR MMATLI: Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I am grateful that you are doing a good job under very
difficult circumstances. Honourable Moswaane has
withdrawn and goes on to add that ‘he is wicked’, so
I do not know which words he has withdrawn. Are the
words ‘he is wicked’ allowed in the Parliament that you
are leading today?
MR SPEAKER: Order! I do not know why you seem
to make work difficult for me today. I asked Honourable
Moswaane to withdraw, he withdrew. So do you want
to take me back? I asked him to withdraw all the nasty
words he said about Honourable Nkaigwa. So, I believe
his withdrawal removed all the bad things he said about
Honourable Nkaigwa. Honourable Moswaane proceed.
MR MOSWAANE: Let me now thank this House and
humbly request that we work together and get things
in order. Our leadership has so much trust in the ruling
party. All these things happened because for a very
long time, our economy has been experiencing a lot
of challenges. In short, let me request this Honourable
House to adopt my motion. I so move Mr Speaker.
Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Moswaane.
Motion -agreed to.
GOVERNMENT TO BUILD STANDARD
OFFICES FOR ALL TRIBAL AUTHORITIES
Motion-Withdrawn
MR MOREMI: Point of order. We recently talked
about motions that can be turned into questions because
these motions of building for Dikgosi and providing
them with transport is something that is there in the
Temane Report and were long adopted. It is just that
government is not implementing. Maybe these motions
could be turned into follow-up questions.

MR SPEAKER: We will discuss that at the General
Assembly Honourable Member.

INTRODUCTION OF TACHOGRAPH
SPEEDOMETERS IN ALL PUBLIC
TRANSPORT VEHICLES
Motion
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Speaker, let me appreciate the
fact that I was allowed to table this motion. I came up
with this motion after assessing for a long time the safety
of our roads in Botswana. Topography Speedometer
is a machine that is inserted in vehicles that transport
goods or the buses. This machine records the speed of
a vehicle, the ref counts, mileage and where the vehicle
stopped and for how long it stopped.
We all know that we have been having the normal
speedometer in our buses. In most of the cases they are
the ones who control the speed, they can drive at 140m/h
and when they are cautioned that the police officers have
a road block they slow down. The difference between in
this machine is that as soon as you start the engine of the
car it starts recording.
It will continue recording the speed as you drive and
I suggest that the department of public transport could
introduce such a machine for every public transport. It
is not that expensive, when I started doing the research
it was worth close to R2000. I will yield Honourable
Member.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification. I hear you
are talking about the price but have you researched on
the costs of its maintenance? Are the people who can
maintain it available in Botswana?
MR MOSWAANE: This machine does not have much
maintenance. It is similar to the speedometer; the only
difference is that it has a paper that looks like a CD that
is inserted in it. Honourable Members I have worked in
the transport companies for fifteen years. We used this
machine for the safety of our vehicles and our drivers.
I believe that sometimes road safety begins with an
individual. Due to the interest in money more especially
by the bus owners, they insist that the bus must be in
Francistown at a certain time even if they know that if
the road is 100 kilometres it means he will be there after
seven hours. However the driver will be told to be there
in four hours even though the bus takes more unless if
the driver will be over speeding.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of clarification. I
want to ask the Honourable Member to explain how this
Hansard No 182
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machine is going to assist the police officers to monitor
the speed. Who will be at fault if the police officers find
out that the machine is not working?
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Member what we
used to do is we will unlock the machine using my key
and remove the document from it. It will then tell the
number of hours that the driver took to rest, the speed
that he was driving at. So this machine is similar to a
speedometer...
MR SPEAKER: Quorum! Quorum! Honourable Dow,
check the quorum first Honourable Mmatli.
MR MOSWAANE: What I think is that in case of an
accident...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli, both of you,
check the quorum first.
MR MOSWAANE: When there is an accident maybe
we will stop asking the driver about the speed that he
was driving at. There is nothing that...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli!
MR MOSWAANE: I do not know if we have quorum
Sir.
MR SPEAKER: The Quorum has collapsed. Order!
Let us continue.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR SPEAKER: I do not know who is talking.
MR MOSWAANE: I was hoping Honourable Minister
of Transport and Communications that we could research
on these things. Considering the safety of our roads, this
machine could be used because when driving, the driver
will bear in mind the fact that in case the investigations
could be carried out, his speed will be revealed.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of clarification. I
want to ask the Honourable Member where the machine
will be when you get engaged in an accident.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR LELATISITSWE: When the vehicle gets engaged
in an accident, does it seize working?
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Members is it not
that every time when your vehicle gets involved in
an accident you find the speedometer inside? It is
placed where the speedometer is placed, the original
speedometer is replaced within this machine. It looks
like a speedometer, it is not an additional equipment
rather it replaces the original one.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOSWAANE: No!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where is it placed?
MR MOSWAANE: Maybe I should make it clear that
it is just a speedometer that gives a report as you are
driving, as to whether you were speeding up or not.
In case of an accident the police officer will request to
unlock the speedometer as it takes a second and then
remove the paper which will...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi what are you on
about, sit down Honourable Member. Switch off those
microphones.
MR MOSWAANE: I know that people take this issue
as a joke, but it can be very important for our road safety.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of procedure. Thank you
Mr Speaker. I just wanted you to assist me, I am holding
the Order Papers in front of me, there is one that has
a different sequencing of motions and there is this one
that is corrected as follows, I wanted to know what
necessitated this bizarre correction?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Butale, I
believe that you are somehow bored because at the
beginning the Speaker explained why this was made a
corrigendum. You have been in this House during the
course of the debate now you are bored and want to take
us back, refrain from that. Read the Order Paper that has
corrigendum, that is the one we are using.
MR MOREMI: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Moswaane. We have debated the issue of transport
which Honourable Molefhi presented before us. At least
if you have gone over the limit there are…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moremi, sit down
first, we are one Member short.
MR MOREMI: Honourable Moswaane, let it be made
clear as to how drivers use the transport vehicles?
I once proposed that if you have three vehicles as a
public transport provider you have to have a workshop
where there is an inspector to inspect the vehicle in
the morning to avoid situations where they now stop
anywhere because of the driver.
MR MOSWAANE: I heard you Honourable Kgosi. I
actually explained about the quality of the equipment
of tachygraphy speedometer. I also explained about its
usage that it is so easy one does not need training and
can be taught for approximately two minutes.
Another advantage Honourable Members is that since
we have high mortality rate caused by public transport
especially buses.
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INTRODUCTION OF TACHOGRAPH SPEEDOMETERS IN
ALL PUBLIC TRANSPORT VEHICLES - Motion

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of clarification.
Mr Speaker, can the Honourable Member explain his
motion so that we can comprehend it. I mean regarding
his request of the installation of this machine, someone
asked earlier on where that machine will be installed?
His response was that it is installed in the dashboard.
Therefore I want to ask that in the context of yesterday’s
debate of plagiarism, do you not think you probably
need to seek permission from car manufacturers for
intellectual property? If you go ahead and install a part
in their product which is the original you are pirating the
idea on top…(interruption)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Makgalemele, quorum!
MR KGATHI: Therefore explain that concept, how
does that explain protection of intellectual property in
an attempt to install some parts in the vehicles?
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Kgathi, a speedometer
is a speedometer, if it is a Mercedes car and go
to Mercedes you are going to find the Mercedes
speedometer, if it is a Nissan, you shall find the one for
Nissan. Therefore this concept might be misunderstood
but is an important one if you have knowledge about
trucks there mostly have speedometer installed which is
there on the dashboard and is not covered by glass but
in our modern vehicles it is covered by glass. I am more
interested in the fact that it can improve our safety in
the road. We have already lost so many lives due to car
accidents where there is nothing which can indicate the
speed the driver was driving at.
We are usually reliant on the injured and the dead to
explain the detail of the accident without any evidence
to help in the investigations. That is why I thought that
in the process of reducing road accidents due to high
speed, this equipment can assist us.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Clarification.
Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you Member of
Parliament. I seem to have heard you saying we are
reliant on the road accident survivors and the dead for
statements. So did I actually hear you correctly my
colleague, the dead?
MR MOSWAANE: No, I was basically referring
to the state they died in; if you see one in a bad
condition it means the extent of the accident was very
bad. Honourable Members we should be careful as
Parliament; I talked about an uncommon equipment
of tachygraphy. Some might think it is complicated
equipment but it can completely change the image of a
vehicle more especially public transport.

Honourable Members let me also add that this equipment
is used in some South African companies, some
companies have installed them in buses which travel
long distances but in most cases they have installed
them as an optional it is not like it is a law requirement.
Honourable Members I was looking at the fact that we
have lost our relatives. We have to observe the speed of
the bus drivers and their conduct of driving. Honourable
Member as I speak some have lost hope and are confined
at home, they do not have legs, feet and others are unable
to walk that is why I am proposing that if the Ministry
of Transport can introduce this equipment it can be of
great assistance in trying to reduce road accidents and
mortality. Its main function is to protect the passengers
so that there can be evidence. The driver should have
fear that if the authorities find out that he was going over
the speed limit he would be in trouble.
As I have earlier indicated there is this thing of drivers
alerting one another that there is police ahead so if the
equipment is installed you can be stopped to check if
you were over speeding then fined.
MR LELATISITSWE: Clarification. Thank you. One
has to basically comprehend the motion before you can
either support or oppose. Let me ask my colleague that to
what extent did he conduct his research to establish that
the occurring road accidents are due to over speeding or
road conditions or cattle? Perhaps he could explain that
point more especially the results of his research?
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Member Lelatisitswe,
most road accidents I witnessed occur in the mini taxis
along the Mathangwane road where we recently lost 16
people and the cause was clearly over speeding. The
road accidents concerning buses I witnessed where
my child was one of the victims at the Palapye region
also indicated that it was over speeding. There was no
evidence at that time to verify the statement because the
bus was hugely affected. What I am trying to say is that
the way I conducted my research, my argument is…
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Thank
you very much Mr Speaker. I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 12:30 p.m. until
Monday 22nd February, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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