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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
Monday 29th February, 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2.00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Good afternoon, Honourable Members. I just wanted to inform you
that your clock is not on time however, somebody is attending to it and it will be fixed. Let us start with questions.
QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
NAMING OF LOCATIONS
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural Development:-

(i) what informed the naming of locations such as Block 8 now called Marapoathutlwa and Block 7 now called
Ditimamodimo;

(ii) whether the residents were consulted; and
(iii) who consulted them and where and what was the outcome of such consultations.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MS
TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker. Renaming of Gaborone neighbourhoods from the original
draughting names such as Block 8 and Block 7 was done following a consultative process with the concerned
residents in 2002/2003. As part of these consultations, it was agreed that those neighbourhoods were to be named
using names of existing Dikgotla in Botswana, and this proposal was considered and approved by Gaborone City
Council.
The approved neighbourhoods by consensus are as follows;
Draughting name
Phase 1
Phase 2
Block 3
Phase 4
Block 5
Block 6
Block 7
Block 8
Block 9

Approved Name
Mabodisa
Ntloedibe
Feya
Mafikana
Moroka
Boseja
Ditimamodimo
Marapoathutlwa
Difetlhamolelo

Origin of Name
Mochudi
Molepolole
Ramotswa
Kanye
Moroka
Maun
Serowe
Mogoditshane/Gabane
Molepolole

Marapoathutlwa and Ditimamodimo primarily came to the fore due to the fact that the two neighbourhoods formed
part of the Land Administration, Procedures, Capacity and Systems (LAPCAS) projects that started in 2012/13. This
project among other things is aimed at encouraging the use of residential addresses for various services such as mail,
public transport etcetera.
As indicated above, consultations were undertaken, and residents actually generated these names based on the
agreement to use names of known Dikgotla. Residents were consulted through Kgotla meetings in liaison with ward
development committees and individuals …
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, you are out of order. Standing Order does not allow you to act in that
manner.
MS TSHIRELETSO: … were also allowed to make written submissions. Thank you Madam Speaker.
Hansard No 182
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MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker and thank you Minister for that beautiful
response. I would just like to understand as per the
question, as to who conducted the consultative meetings?
And also when were the Block 7 plots developed, was
Block 7 in existence in 2002/2003?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, from what
I heard the consultation was made by Gaborone
employees and they submitted to Council which
approved. Since I am not a resident of Gaborone as I
only know Blocks 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, personally I would
not know when it developed. When the response came
that the consultation was made in 2008/2012 and the
other one in 2012/13 through LAPCAS, I just accepted
that it was a consultation made for the Blocks that I
know, which I have been hearing about as a Motswana.
However, I personally have no idea as to when Block 7,
Block 8, Block 10 and even Block 1 were developed.
In conclusion, I would request you to assist because I
really appreciated it lastime when you assisted me to
answer Honourable Moswaane’s question. Specifically
with regards to this one because I do not think you
can spend five years without knowing the history of
Gaborone City, so as you ask Honourable Member also
assist me. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Minister. Could you clarify whether
you said 2002/2003 or 2012/2013? But if it is 2012/2013
that was the time when I was the Mayor of Gaborone
and that is not true, we never did any consultations with
Block 7 residents.
MS TSHIRELETSO: 2002/2003.
UNAVAILABILITY OF BE-MOBILE NETWORK
COVERAGE IN NGWATLE VILLAGE
MR I. E. MOIPISI (KGALAGADI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Transport and Communications
if he is aware that Ngwatle Village is the only village
in Kgalagadi North which does not have beMobile
network coverage despite providing Government
services through the school, clinic and Kgotla; if so:-

(i) does this not hamper service delivery in the village
and the Constituency at large; and

(ii) to state immediate plans, if any, to open beMobile
communication between Ngwatle Village and the
rest of the world.

MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank
you very much Madam Speaker and good afternoon.
Madam Speaker, I am aware that Ngwatle village in
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Kgalagadi North has no mobile network coverage.
Madam Speaker, it is indeed true that unavailability of
mobile communications hampers service delivery in
the village and any other villages or areas that are not
connected to the network since telecommunications or
Information Communication Technologies (ICT) are
key enablers for socio economic development of any
individual, community, country and indeed the world in
general.
Madam Speaker, Botswana Telecommunications
Limited (BTCL) do not have immediate plans in the
2016/17 financial year to provide mobile coverage
in Ngwatle. The operators do review their network
deployment plans annually to consider places that they
would consider in that year putting much emphasis
on commercial viability of the area. In this instance,
Ngwatle would be considered by any of the operators in
their future plans depending on the village’s commercial
viability.
Madam Speaker, it is Government’s commitment to
provide telecommunications and other ICT services
throughout Botswana. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR MOIPISI: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, with due respect, what
do you mean by commercial viability of an area? Why
would you take Government facilities like schools,
Kgotla, clinics to a village then you do not provide
communication? How do you expect the areas to be
effective?
MR MABEO: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.
To respond to Member of Parliament’s concerns or to
allay his fears, we have just floated a tender by Botswana
Communications Regulatory Authority (BOCRA) or
Universal Service and Access fund, which is actually
going to address this problem, more especially in the
Kgalagadi area.
The first question was what I meant by commercial
viability. Madam Speaker, I think I should emphasise
that for the public operators to take their services to
any other place around the country, by virtue of being
business orientated, they look at the place whether the
business will be viable, and if it is not, they are not
willing to really invest into that area. But like I am
saying, we are looking into areas where there is no
communication or ICTs and we are going to deploy such
services. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. I want to ask the
Minister about the envisaged privatisation of Botswana
Telecommunications Corporation Limited (BTCL).
What are you going to do to ensure that you equate the
government commitment with the commercial viability
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part of BTCL? I say this because I am looking at the fact
that Batswana need such kind of services, whether they
are viable or not.
MR MABEO: Thank you Madam Speaker and thank
you Honourable Member. I think in the last part of my
response to the answer, I have said it is government’s
commitment to provide telecommunications and other
ICT services throughout Botswana. I think by having
introduced this Universal Service fund and Access
Fund, we are actually heeding to that call. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
CLEARING OF THE BUSH IN BLOCK 8
OPPOSITE AIRPORT JUNCTION
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) why the bush in Block 8 opposite Airport Junction
Mall along the A1 road is not cleared despite being
a hub for thieves;
(ii) whether it is true that the bush has been left for
security reasons; if so,
(iii) what security issues the bush is handling.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, the bush in Block 8, opposite Airport
Junction Mall is an open space that has been left
consciously in its natural state to serve as a “breather
for the city”. Secondly, the area is rich in fauna and flora
that consists of both medicinal and edible plants which
are natural to this area and could be used to educate
students within proximity of the city. It is such not ideal
to clear this bush and a few other pockets of bushes
within the city.
Madam Speaker, I am not aware of any security reasons
that informed Gaborone City Council’s decision to
designate this piece of land as an open space. This
natural open space was principally so designated for
preservation of both medicinal and edible species. It
should be noted that such preservation adds value to
the city as some species that are found there are getting
extinct in the country, e. g. mogabala.
The planning rationale for designating this space has
nothing to do with “security reasons” as it was meant to
preserve it in its natural state.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I just wanted to know from the
Honourable Minister when the research was done to

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
prove that those trees are medicinal and where they
were trialled.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Thank you Madam Speaker. As
I have already alluded there are times when students are
educated about this natural fauna and flora which is both
edible and medicinal. This is why I am saying that it was
an agreement with the Gaborone City Council. Thank
you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. Although
we believe what you are saying, can you not assist by
having the council reduce the trees in that bush to clear
the area so that people are not attacked by thieves. That
bush has never been cleared in all these years. Lastly I
would like to understand one thing, when I was still the
Gaborone City Mayor I was once informed that the bush
has been left in that state because it has the cameras for
the Directorate of Intelligence Services (DIS), was that
not true Honourable Minister?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, if the Mayor
knew what happened but continues to ask me then there
is no way I can continue giving the responses. I would
respond if at all he was requesting that it should be
fenced, because as we speak, there are also other bushes
like the one in the Segoditshane area which is worse
because it is in the city centre. So, if you knew that there
was some important work there when you were still a
Mayor, and you let it go and then you come and ask
me, then I cannot answer. I am telling you what I was
told when I enquired, but it appears you were asking
me about something that you already know . Madam
Speaker, he cannot ask me about the things that he has
answers to. Thank you Madam Speaker.
PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES TO
LOBUTSE RESIDENTS
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Health to state:-

(i) the current level of her Ministry’s efforts to provide
health services to the residents of Lobutse in view
of Botswana’s commitment to health for all;

(ii) the distance of Lobutse to the nearest clinic and a
hospital facility respectively; and

(iii) the average distance being pursued in consonant

with the Primary Health Care (PHC) and the
commitment to health for all.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, currently the residents of Lobutse receive their
health services through mobile services. The mobile
Hansard No 182
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services are conducted on monthly basis. The population
of Lobutse is estimated at around 142 people and as such,
the services provided are in line with the Public Health
standards. Basic Primary Health Services are provided,
including; antenatal, sexual reproductive, child welfare
services, growth monitoring and consultation for minor
ailments. Health promotion and education are also
provided for Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, Lobutse is serviced by Tsonyane Health
Post and Sese Clinic which are 10 and 38 kilometres
away respectively. The nearest hospital to Lobutse is
Jwaneng Mine Hospital which is 53 kilometres away.
Madam Speaker, Lobutse mobile stop is serviced by
Tsonyane Health Post which is 10 kilometres away, as
such it is within my Ministry’s standard radius of 15
kilometres to the nearest facility. In the spirit of Alma
Ata declaration on Primary Health Care, Lobutse has
adequate access to essential health services, close to
their community and referral facilities are within easy
reach.
I thank you Madam Speaker.

MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Labour and Home Affairs to provide
an update on the preparations, intentions and latest
developments regarding Mmamabaka Border Post.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Madam Speaker, the 30th Session of
the Zimbabwe/Botswana Joint Permanent Commission
on Defence and Security (JPCDS) which was held
from the 22nd to 26th February 2016 in Victoria Falls,
Zimbabwe resolved that the Mabolwe Border Post
which used to be referred to as the Mmamabaka Border
Post should be opened on the 1st of June 2016.
To this end, Madam Speaker, preparations by both
countries are ongoing to fulfil the decision. It should be
noted, however, that Botswana is ready. Thank you.
OCCURRENCE OF FOOT AND MOUTH
DISEASE IN MMADINARE AND ITS
SURROUNDING CATTLE POSTS
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE):
Minister of Agriculture to state:-

asked the

ALLOCATION OF PLOTS FOR
AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS AROUND THUNE
DAM

(i) if there has ever been any occurrence of Foot and

MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Agriculture to state:-

(ii) if there has ever been any occurrence of FMD in

(i) the number of plots that are expected to be

(iii) progress regarding the preparation of the long

allocated for the agricultural projects around
Thune Dam; and

Mouth Disease (FMD) in Mmadinare village and
its surrounding cattle posts;
Bobonong village and its surrounding cattle posts;
term strategy to combat FMD in the area; and

(iv) his vision regarding the viability and sustainability

(ii) plans which are underway to ensure that the area

of the cattle industry in the Mmadinare and
Bobonong region.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR
AUTLWETSE): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, demarcation of plots around Thune Dam has
not yet been done as Environmental Impact Assessment
is to be done next financial year.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(MR AUTLWETSE): Madam Speaker, since the
last outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in
Mmadinare and surrounding cattle posts, which occurred
in Dikgatlhong, Robelela and Tshokwe in 2011, there
has not been any occurrence of FMD.

becomes a horticultural hub.

The Ministry is working in partnership with Selebi
Phikwe Economic Diversification Unit (SPEDU) to
develop a horticultural cluster around the SPEDU
region. Some activities are being carried out, such
as feasibility study on small dams in the region as
additional sources of water, mobilization of farmers in
crop planning for the horticulture to be able to supply
the processing plant and development of the horticulture
cluster model/strategy. I thank you Madam Speaker.
UPDATE ON THE PREPARATIONS,
INTENTIONS AND LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
REGARDING MMAMABAKA BORDER POST
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(i) The outbreak of FMD in 2011 at the areas
mentioned above also affected Bobonong village
and the surrounding cattle posts. This is because
Mmadinare and Bobonong areas are not physically
separated by any barrier and are therefore in the
same veterinary cordon zone.
(ii) Zone 7 was FMD free without vaccination until the
outbreak in 2011. Following repeated outbreaks,
the long term strategy to combat FMD in the areas
was developed. My Ministry with Ngwato Land
Board developed a map for demarcation of farms
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along the boundary with Zimbabwe, which when
allocated and developed will serve as a protection
against further incursions. My Ministry further
created an area of intensive surveillance along the
boundary and also vaccinated cattle in this area
with purified vaccine.
This strategy for FMD has been endorsed by the World
Animal Health Organisation (OIE) and has been shared
with trading partners, especially SADC countries.
(iii) In August this year my Ministry will submit to
the World Animal Health Organisation (OIE) an
application for FMD freedom for consideration
at the General Session in May 2017. Once the
application is approved for this zone to be FMD
free without vaccination, it will access lucrative
markets once again. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MZWINILA: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister.
These buffer zone farms; what is the timeline for them
to be established for this project? Thank you.
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, there is no time
limit at the moment because this is the job which will
be carried out by both Ngwato Land Board, Ministry of
Agriculture and that of Lands and Housing.
NON-ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF
CUSTOMISING GRANTS
MR T. KWEREPE (NGAMI): asked the Minister of
Lands and Housing whether he is aware that residents
of some villages in Etsha have not been issued with
certificates of customising grants; if so, when will they
be issued with such certificates.
ACTING MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING
(MR MOLEFHI): Madam Speaker, I am aware that
residents of some villages in Etsha are not issued with
Certificates of Customary Land Grant for residential
allocations. As Honourable Member may be aware,
within the Etsha areas, only Etsha 1, 6 and 13 in
accordance with provisions of the National Settlement
Policy, qualifies while the rest are not.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
DELAYS IN THE REGISTRATION OF BONDS
AT THE REGISTRAR OF DEEDS OFFICE
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Lands and Housing if he is aware
of protracted delays in the registration of bonds at the
Registrar of Deeds office; if so, to state:-

(i) the cause of the delay;
(ii) actions in place to speed up the process;
(iii) the impact this delay will have on business and
individuals; and

(iv) when this problem will be resolved.
ACTING MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING
(MR MOLEFHI): Madam Speaker, I am aware of
some delays in the registration of bonds at Deeds
Registry Office. These were experienced effective from
11th to 26th February 2016.
(i) The primary cause of delays is the large number
of deeds received and that required registration
coupled with capacity constraints.
(ii) My Ministry engaged staff over the weekend of
the 26th and 27th February 2016 and the backlog
has been significantly reduced.
(iii) Madam Speaker, delays in the registration of bonds
has had adverse effects on business and individuals
who require such services because their financial
transactions would not be adequately fulfilled.
(iv) The remaining transactions will be registered
today to clear the backlog. I thank you.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 7 OF 2016:
BOTSWANA UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE
AND NATURAL RESOURCES ACT (DATE OF
COMMENCEMENT) ORDER, 2016.
(Minister of Agriculture)
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FROM THE CONSOLIDATED
FUND – FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 4 OF 2014/2015.

All people who have not been issued with Certificates
of Customary Grants for residential use are in areas
which are not recognised as settlements. However, in
such areas, Members of the community are issued with
certificates for arable farming purposes.

(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)

Madam Speaker, as long as land applied for is
compatible with the land use of the area, Tawana Land
Board will continue to accordingly allocate land and
issue certificates. I thank you.

(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FROM THE CONSOLIDATED
FUND – FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 3 OF 2015/2016.

Later date
Hansard No 182
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MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Assembly in Committee
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
(Resumed Debate)
ORGANISATION 0700 - TRADE AND
INDUSTRY
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE): The
debate on this Organisation is resuming. I therefore
remind Honourable Members that I shall call upon the
Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at 1530 hours
and the question will be put at 1600 hours.
When the House adjourned last week Thursday,
Honourable Lelatisitswe was on the floor and he was
left with six minutes 57 seconds.
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. When we adjourned the House
last week, I had talked about parastatals that fall under
the Ministry of Trade and Industry which include,
Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC), Local
Enterprise Agency (LEA) and others. In the previous
Parliament Sitting we passed a law that talked about
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and the aim was to
establish an authority which will focus on assessing the
country for these zones. Let me indicate that, with this
authority in place, we shall be able to explore and create
permanent employment for Batswana, something which
is always mentioned by some people. I would like to
urge the Honourable Minister to ensure that, this law is
implemented expeditiously.
When you consider the mandate of BITC, LEA as well
as SEZ Authority there is going to be duplication. So
maybe the Minister will have to reconsider this so that
in future maybe these parastatals fall under SEZ and
they do not become stand-alone organisations as is
the case now. Now coming back to my constituency
in Boteti, as I have already highlighted the other day,
this region is rich in all aspects. We used to have a
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA)
office but it was later moved to Palapye. That is a bit
worrisome because my constituents want to know when
this office will be re-established because they struggle
to get services as they have to travel from Letlhakane
or Rakops to Palapye, and sometimes they are sent back
to go and re -do the submission. I have been informed
that the office is available three times a week and they
occupy the Post office. The customers do not accept that
set up of receiving services from CEDA in that manner.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of clarification. Thank
you Madam Chairperson and Honourable Member. Are
you talking about the same office as the one which was
moved from Mahalapye which serviced villages like
Shoshong?
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you. When you take a
place like Letlhakane catchment area and compare it to
Mahalapye, Mahalapye is a village while Letlhakane
is a town with a lot of economic activities happening
there. That should give you the difference.
If an office is relocated from Mahalapye, I would not
have a problem with that because Mahalapye is a village
where a lot of people are involved in farming while in
Letlhakane a lot of people are miners. There is a lot of
activity going on there and it makes sense for CEDA
offices to be established there. We wonder whether it is
really profitable to re-locate such an office from a town
to a village like Shoshong or Mahalapye. My request is
that, this office should be re-established because a lot of
people are now going into farming. Most of the farms
are situated in Boteti region so if we relocate offices to
Palapye, we are not being fair to the customers.
Furthermore, we know that a lot of minerals are mined
in this area and we believe that the lifespan of minerals
is not long, but it is crucial that, by now the Ministry
of Trade and Industry should have come up with an
initiative like SPEDU as a back-up plan which will
sustain that area once the diamonds have become extinct
in that area.
When we were hit by the recession in 2009, if these
parastatals like BITC and LEA could have done their
tours around Boteti area, they could have seen that if
diamonds were not to be exported, that area was going
to have some serious problems. Therefore it is important
to be proactive and have something like the Selebi
Phikwe Economic Diversification Unit (SPEDU) rather
than reactive. For now, maybe we can have something
like SEZ which will sustain the area after depletion of
diamonds in that area.
I would like to touch on the issue of trade licences and
work permits. These issues are a concern especially
with regards to foreigners who establish businesses in
this country. We should be looking at issues of whether
these foreigners create employment opportunities for
Batswana. Batswana should also be well informed
that when foreigners come to this country to set up
businesses they are not taking their jobs but instead,
creating employment opportunities for them. With those
few words, I thank you.
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MR MOIPISI (KGALAGADI NORTH): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Let me start off by supporting you
on your budget proposal for the Ministry of Trade and
Industry. Minister, the residents of Kgalagadi North
would like me to extend their appreciation with regards
to the Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
(CEDA) office opened at Hukuntsi. The residents of
that constituency have been suffering for a long period
because they had to come as far as Ukhwi and Zutshwa
to find the CEDA office in Kanye. The distance between
Ukhwi and Kanye is more than 600 kilometres. They
have therefore sent me to express their gratitude for
having shortened their journey by opening the CEDA
office at Hukuntsi… (interruptions)… can I be listened
to Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Please listen and
allow him to speak. Proceed Honourable Member.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOIPISI: Time is not on my side my colleague.
Minister you have shortened the distance they could
take to seek assistance. Some could not manage to go as
far as Kanye, they only heard others saying the CEDA
forms are difficult to complete even if one is educated.
They are thankful that the office is nearby but they have
requested that CEDA staff should not only be confined
to Hukuntsi, they should traverse the entire constituency
explaining the programmes that they have. Another
request is that, since CEDA works hand in hand with
Local Enterprise Authority (LEA), maybe we can look
into having them nearby too. Another option would
be to have them share the CEDA office at Hukuntsi in
order to work together. As we speak, the LEA office is in
Tsabong. The distance between Hukuntsi and Tsabong
is quite long.
Moving on now to Special Economic Zones, recently
when the Ministry of Agriculture presented their
proposed budget, I requested that they meet with the
Ministry of Trade and Industry to consider KgalagadiGhanzi as a livestock hub as it has already shown
immense ability in that area. Also in relation to having
it as a livestock hub, we could grow livestock feed like
lablab. We are aware that Ghanzi has lots of water and
therefore we can never run short of water to irrigate
the livestock feed farms. We can also carry out dairy
milk production in that area. Things like abattoirs can
be brought closer and we are grateful that a small stock
abattoir is being built at Tsabong.
Kgalagadi-Ghanzi area has numerous brigades
and these brigades could be used to teach students
agriculture lessons like livestock management since
their area would have been selected as a livestock hub.
These students may after completion of their studies,

ORGANISATION 0700 - TRADE AND INDUSTRY
Committee of Supply (Resumed Debate)
be attached to government farms to gain practical skills
such as, artificial insemination, fixing of tractors and
maintenance of fence and so on. So, these are the things
that can be considered for Kgalagadi-Ghanzi area.
Madam Chairperson, let me say…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! You are noisy.
MR MOIPISI: Madam Chairperson last year I brought
a motion to request Parliament to expand CEDA Young
Farmers Fund into a Youth Entrepreneurship Fund,
looking at the fact that, we do not want CEDA Young
Farmers Fund to focus on agriculture only. It should
rather focus on encompassing other economic sectors
like tourism, sport and ICT. Maybe the Minister in
his response can update us on how far they are with
the proposal because Parliament passed that motion
looking at the fact that, the proposed diversity will now
create job opportunities for the youth and also help in
alleviating poverty.
Madam Chairperson, let me move on to Leather Industry
Park. The Minister stated in his presentation that, they
have gone around Botswana discussing this project
with Batswana but we have not seen them at Kgalagadi
North. Maybe the Ministry of Agriculture will come
but we believe that Kgalagadi North residents are key
players when it comes to the Leather Park because we
have more cattle and goats hence more leather.
Madam Chairperson, I believe workshops by the
Ministry of Agriculture could benefit farmers a lot
because they would be taught how to handle animal
hides, how to skin their livestock and whether they
should use salt to cure animal hides.
Still on the Leather Industry Park, the Minister’s report
mentions that they have started Environmental Impact
Assessment in November 2015 and it is envisaged to
be completed by next year April. Madam Chairperson, I
do not understand why that assessment has to take that
long, it is now as if we are establishing a coal mine.
I believe that an assessment of this nature could be
completed within a reasonable time, so that other things
like construction may be able to take off. Maybe you can
also update us as to why it has to take such a long time.
With those few words Madam Chairperson, I thank you.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Chairperson. Let me start by thanking Honourable
Minister Vincent Seretse for maintaining such a huge
ministry which we can safely say is an engine of growth
and the core of the economy of this country. Let me
encourage you to work hard my colleague to change
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the complexion of this country’s economy together with
the people you work with. Allow me to start thanking
CEDA and declare that, I am a beneficiary. Let me
thank them for the wonderful job that they are doing by
trying to resuscitate the economy of this country but I
must plead with them not to confine themselves to their
offices. The job at CEDA requires more field work than
office work so that they monitor and mentor. When you
have financed people, check on them on a daily basis
and do not only go to them when they fail to pay off the
debt and run to attach the properties. The whole idea is
not to do in the matter between but to assist in mentoring
the business person you have invested your money on.
It is a way of developing the business person in order
to become successful other than just waiting on them to
fail to pay the debt.
Local Enterprise Authority (LEA): You really need to
do more particularly regarding the SMMEs especially in
assisting them to revive their businesses. You can also
come down to the lowest level to try and assist these
people in doing the project proposals. Most of the youth
a decrying the funds spent on looking for consultants. I
take it that as LEA you can do that. LEA can open up a
youth focused agency which helps the youth in each and
every area. The agency should be in a position to offer
basics of doing a project proposal so that we take away
the thought that they have to invest money in engaging
consultants for their project proposals. We have taught
you and we have educated you enough to educate them,
you are their consultants. Please assist them.
Let me thank you Honourable Minister for the Economic
Diversification Drive (EDD). When I talked of the
engine of growth, I take it that EDD can really transform
this nation and you could do more in this country. Come
up with another sophisticated mechanism to measure
compliance to the EDD, not only within government
departments. Go to the mining sector and see to it that
they are EDD compliant. Look into the Selibe Phikwe
procurement of machinery, as well as the consultancies
which are provided there. I know that you said you have
formed an EDD division department or department.
Those officers should not only be based in offices as
well. They should go out in the field to see how things
are done. If it means changing procurement regulations
of the Public Procurement and Assert Disposal Board
(PPADB), let them be changed so that this proposed
budget benefits Batswana. We should have industries
and partner with foreign investors.
Factory Shells: Madam Chairperson, in Selibe Phikwe,
there are factory shells which we believe that something
much more meaningful could be done for the purpose
of their nature especially textile. The textile industry
has been closed down in Selibe Phikwe and it looks like
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there is no progress in that line. Most of them are being
used as garages, cars are being serviced there. That is
why I am suggesting that we retrace and see to it that we
restore the factory shells. Let me talk about the Selibe
Phikwe Economic Diversification Unit (SPEDU) in this
region. Let me thank you for allocating funds for the
facilitation of the electrification along Motloutse River.
There is where you did not reach Honourable Minister,
there is the Mmadikolobe River, when you cross it there
is Famo River, and all you need to do is to drill ten metres
down. If one could go beyond ten metres; that would
have hit a blank, in our area. So, that whole area is full of
water and therefore from there to Motlhabaneng, like I
am saying you need to do nothing more than ten metres.
This electrification should reach the Motlhabaneng
village where there is good vegetation. I want you to
extend this assistance to the people. You can add a factor
of buying them generators to pump irrigation water, as
a grant where you will be assisted with a generator and
electrification of the farm. That way you will realise that
place becoming a horticultural hub. That is why I am
saying, you can be able to stretch to that point.
Madam Chairperson, I understand the food processing
machine has been installed in Selibe Phikwe but this
machine is going to have problems because you have
closed down Talana farms. I do not know where you
will have the market for vegetables, and I want you to
explain this issue to me once you take the floor. If you
open the food procession plant yet at the same time you
have taken Talana farms to court, how are you going to
manage this? When I talk about Talana as an Member
Honourable representing the constituency I do not want
anyone to disturb me because otherwise I would grade
them and they fall very far. This has resulted in loss of
employment of over six hundred people. I want you to
put this on record that you have contributed to loss of
employment.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs)…
MR KGATHI: Shut up. You have contributed to loss
… (laughter!)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister…
MR KGATHI: My apologies.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! No apologies.
Withdraw.
MR KGATHI: Withdrawn. I had warned that no one
should be on my way because I will not take kind to
it, I therefore do not understand. Madam Chairperson,
the Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) and
Ministry need to be above the current level and look
at the bigger picture. We want that farm to go back to
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its original form. It should work because Talana was
providing the vegetables, and it could close down
boarders for more than six months supplying this whole
country. I want you to go and address those people who
are in Motlhabaneng and used to work for Talana farms.
They are on the President’s neck. One of them wanted
to know when they were going to be paid, in a Kgotla
meeting addressed by the President.

ministry that could improve the lives of Batswana.
There are so many issues which concern me, regarding
the Ghanzi North constituents who wish to venture into
business but they cannot get funding anywhere from the
government.

Tourism: please consider completing the Environmental
Impact Assessments (EIA). The EIAs which we are
using to continue dam tourism in that area, to allocate
land. There are people who are waiting to use the area
along Thune Dam area for farming. Let us do that so that
we are able to carry out projects so that people can assist
us. Another thing that I want SPEDU to look at is that
area can easily become a fodder production area. There
is lots of underground water. There is a lot of unused
farms. Currently we are faced with acute drought and we
could be using those areas as fodder production areas.
We can even talk to the owners of farms, for them to
diversify from dry land farming into fodder production
by just giving them small generators for irrigation and
produce fodder to make a living, this is how simple it
is. Let us simplify things and go back to the basics, and
move away from the complexity of project proposal and
the feasibility study language and all that jargon. Let us
be basic and very simplistic enough to assist Batswana.
Please join me as I pray for Talana to be restored to its
normal state. Halleluiah!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Amen.

There are two mortuaries in Ghanzi, others in Hukuntsi,
Kang and so forth. If we could develop this business, I
think we can do away with having to give these people
blankets.

MR SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Let me also comment on the
proposal made by the Minister of trade and industry.
My wish is for the government to give this Ministry
more powers than it already has I want this Ministry
to make conceptualisation of the issues which go hand
in hand with trade rather than for things to be done
without direction like it is currently happening, Madam
Chairperson I am trying to speak and I can hear…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please do not talk.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please do not talk, let
him speak.
MR SALAKAE: We are going to beat you in Sekoma,
be quite
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgathi, your
leaving will collapse the quorum.
MR SALAKAE: I believe that if the Botswana
Democratic Party government was serious, this is one

MADAM
Tawana.

CHAIRPERSON:

Honourable

Kgosi

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Hey! Just see!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
I was saying that this ministry can do more than it is
doing at the moment. I feel that if this ministry was more
serious than it is at the moment, these concerns could
be resolved. In the last meetings, I talked about some
people Qabo. I lamented to the Minister of Presidential
Affairs and Public Administration regarding trade
issues. I am pleased to be standing here talking to the
relevant Minister that there are people in Qabo who have
tried to venture into the business of making coffins and
the unfortunate thing is that, they were assisted through
Ipelegeng. They were told that they should make coffins
for the poor people. Minister, I therefore request your
ministry to look into this and find out if these people
cannot be assisted so that they can do their business at
a large scale?

There is the issue of Special Economic Zones and I
know that decisions have already been made. I request
the Minister to look further into it and see if Ghanzi
cannot be considered for beef and agriculture. Last
time I asked and it was said that the beef sector will
be based in Lobatse. Mr Paul Rantao once said that if
someone has made a mistake, they should at some point
come to their senses and correct that, so I take it that at
some point, we will also realise that we have made a
mistake by believing that the beef industry can do well
in Lobatse just because the Botswana Meat Commission
is there.
Let us look into this issue that Special Economic Zones
has identified Lobatse as a beef hub. I am really saddened
by this. So, if there can be anything else regarding
Lobatse as a beef hub, let that be done in Ghanzi.
The Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) has
for a long time been requesting for the assessment of
sectors where we can encourage people to venture into
Hansard No 182
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as sustainable businesses. There is a settlement called
Grootlaagte…
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Clarification. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I hear the Honourable Member
saying that the UDC has long been making a request but
it was formed recently, so what has it been requesting
and when?
MR SALAKAE: Honourable Kgathi if you are tired
you can say it so that there is a bye election in your
constituency.
Minister, there is a settlement called Grootlaagte and
just like in Qabo, the people there are Basarwa. From
way back, we believed that everything that we do in
Ghanzi should be focused on these people to alleviate
them from poverty.
They were once allocated land by the Germans to do a
peanuts business and one BDP Councillor has taken the
business away from them. I would like your ministry
to find out if there is no way your Ministry can assist
to alleviate these people from poverty. In the past, it
was believed that the Ghanzi soil was not good enough
to produce the same crops as those on this side of the
country, but it is evident that, crops such as potatoes can
be produced there.
There was a report that was produced by people from
Israel which indicated that, the Ghanzi soil was not
good for any produce, but right now, it is evident that
potatoes can be planted there. I request your ministry to
look into this, we should go to Ghanzi and encourage
the people there to venture into potato farming. Already
there is one person who is doing that. I have been told
that in one hectare, that farmer produces potatoes worth
P1 million, and it is evident that the farmer is below
target needed to satisfy Batswana.
So I urge you to take this advice from the UDC and
conduct situational analysis village by village. That is
why I was saying, if there could be anything regarding
cattle; please consider the people of Ghanzi especially
under special economic zones. I believe that if we can
shift our full attention to agriculture and trade seriously,
Batswana can no longer be victims of abject poverty.
With those words Minister, I did not want to talk at
length. I have talked about coffins and potatoes and
maybe when the Minister talks to the relevant ministries,
some things can be hastened and improved. Thank you
Madam Chairperson.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Madam Chairperson, let me start by showing support to
the Minister`s request. However, I have a concern that,
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we lure investors to this country and after investing here
for five years, employing Batswana and having no case,
no investigation or assessment being conducted, upon
application to renew their permit they will be told to
pack and go. I feel what we are doing is just to waste the
investor’s time because they come here to invest whereas
their interests are not protected. Even those who will be
confiscating their goods you can never know who those
people are and why they took the goods, nothing would
be transparent. This is going to scare the investors away
as they will know even before they come here. They
will know that Botswana is a waste of time and money;
as they will be sent packing after five years when they
least expected it, when they thought they were settling
in Africa.
I therefore suggest that there should be a link between
the Minister of Defence and the Minister of Local
government to see how we should treat our investors.
You will find that, at the time when these people are
deported there will be nobody responsible for that case.
When you try to investigate, the reason that you get is
that, they are deported for security reasons. However
that person was never investigated, accused of any
crime or anything illegal. We therefore have to make
sure that we do the checks and balances before deciding
to deport people.
I can give you an example Madam Chairperson; I once
visited South Africa and one South African public
servant wanted to bribe me, I said to him “you are
corrupt and I would not pay the money that you want
me to pay.” He then declared me as an undesirable
person in South Africa and I was told to go back home.
I therefore wonder if we do not have people who can be
corrupt on the investors. We have to assess these cases
and make sure that the cases of bribery do not affect
our investors because people end up forcing partnership
using illegal routes. We have to investigate these things
to avoid situations whereby our investors would be here
but not at ease. I want to report that in Francistown there
are no investors, they are always deported and you tend
to wonder what could be their problem. We had already
partnered with some of them in some community
projects.
Licensing; we used to have a clear Trade Act which
explained who is a wholesaler and who is a retailer.
In most of the cases however they were differentiated,
the license of a wholesaler stated that he shall only
sell to retailers. We then decided to make it open that
a wholesaler can sell to the public. Bad things that you
would not believe have happened Minister. You will
find out that, when the wholesalers realise that they do
not have access they would go out and approach the
smaller shops and propose that they will supply them
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with a certain amount per month and suggest a mockup. This would happen until the business closes down.
Ever since the wholesalers started selling to the public,
most businesses closed down. For example if Batswana
had 5000 shops, only two per cent are operating under
Batswana ownership. That should not be allowed, we
therefore have to see what we can do to ensure that the
law protects retailers.
You will realise that Square Deal that was under
Sefalana, and Lucky 7 that was under Metro assisting
small businesses have closed down. If you walk along
the main roads you will see that most shops have closed
down because all wholesalers are open to each and
every individual. This affects our business as a nation to
an extent that those who were running tuck shops, have
now closed, they have got no chance of competing with
the bigger shops. Nowadays for your business to grow
you only have to sell alcohol illegally. We have talked
about these things and stated that they would not benefit
us. I am over frustrated when it comes to business
because it seems like we will never be successful in that
sector.
The other thing that I want to say is that, we have been
depending on other countries for too long. I believe we
could have long come up with a Citizen Empowerment
policy that gives Batswana the powers to engage in
business freely. Minister you will realise that, already
foreign investors have made arrangements that they are
sole distributors of products. If you want to buy as a
Motswana you are already overpricing. They already
have agencies this side. Batswana are not able to
compete in anything. We therefore have to fix these
things and make sure that Batswana are pleased with
the businesses.
Honourable Members I differ with Honourable President
of the Republic of Zimbabwe with quite a number of
things, however I agree with his opinion on citizen
empowerment. The same thing applies to South Africa;
you cannot come and benefit from their country whilst
the citizens are not. Minister we therefore urge you to
work hard to see to it that, the economy of this country
is in the process of going to the citizens as currently it is
in the process of going to the foreigners.
I am planning to bring a motion to this House and I
hope the Honourable Members will support it which
will require Motswana to control 51 per cent while
foreigners will control 49 per cent. I am saying this
because if a company like Chung or whatever comes
here to invest, the start-up capital of that project and
construction are ours. But when you decide to go back
to your country you take the whole income eventhough
you only used your company name only.
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MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification. Thank
you Mr Chairman. I am paying attention Honourable
Member. Do you not think that this is caused by the
fact that, you as opposed to Zimbabwe are following
a Capitalist System and others are following a Social
Democratic Programme, that is why you have this
system of survival of the fittest?
MR MOSWAANE: I will tell you the cause. It is
caused by the fact that when we started ruling this
country it was poor and we trusted the foreigners more
than anything and trusted them with our economy. Now
I am suggesting all these because we have since grown
and we have all the experts who can run the businesses.
I have a problem that, when you want to start construction
business and request for mobilization funds, you get
them from the government. I therefore request that these
things should be clarified, there should be a condition
that, one cannot come and trade in Botswana if they do
not partner with Batswana. That is how we can fight this
war and win it.
The other thing that I can say is, let us consider Small
Businesses. In the villages there should be some
designated areas where the vendors can operate freely
without being disturbed. Force the Department of Local
Authorities to demarcate our areas. If you go to Gerald
Estates, there are close to 10 000 people there but there
is no shopping complex, there is no Vendor System,
there is nothing…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Your
Honourable.

time

is

up

MR DAVIDS (MOCHUDI EAST): Thank you Madam
Chairperson. Let me also take this time to address the
Ministry of Trade and Industry. Madam Chairperson,
I have just arrived from Kgalagadi West; where there
is drought and the people are living in abject poverty.
The Government have neglected these people. Places
like Bokspits and Kolonkwaneng are worse. The
animals under the care of Honourable T.S. Khama have
been affected by this drought and are dying. What is
infuriating more than these effects of drought is the
Government using public funds and resources to travel
to Tsabong for Polka dance.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR DAVIDS: We are suffering because of drought
while some find it fitting to do Polka dance in front
of people whose animals are dying and are living in
hunger. We need to look into these things and address
them. My biggest concern with the Ministry led by
Honourable Seretse is the fact that, the council has been
ripped off its powers to give out trading licences and
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the Honourable Minister on the other hand gives out
licences without consulting them first. They are also
trying….
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR DAVIDS: I never interrupted you when you were
on the floor.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I yielded, I believe you
saw that .
MR DAVIDS: Listen carefully because you are from
the council; the council have been ripped off their
power. Right now there is a Reservation Policy but
there are some Chinese who are running some butchery
in Mochudi. The same butchery is being used as a
household. These Chinese got their trading licence
from the Honourable Minister. So you can see how this
country is being governed, I do not see any progress. In
Kgatleng, some Indians were granted trading licences to
run butcheries….
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. I think Honourable
Minister should correct his words because Polka
dance was a tradition of the people in the South and
His Excellency the President did not go there for fun
but to support them. You are making it sound like the
Government has neglected these people and there was
corruption involved when in actual fact, the residents
were in charge of this event. The residents have great
respect for polka dance more than you can imagine,
therefore you should amend your words. Thank you.
MR DAVIDS: You cannot go and do Polka dance while
people are hungry and their livestock which they are
depending on is dying. Did you not think this was a
waste of funds ? You could have rather used the funds to
buy food for their goats.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MR DAVIDS: I have got it, it is in my car. We can sit
here and say it all Madam Chairperson and come up with
programmes like Citizen Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA) and Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) but with no progress. I do not know what will be
next after the ESP programme fails. The only thing we
have managed so far is to fail Batswana…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You have really killed
me with laughter.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Point of order. Thank you very much Madam
Chairperson. I would want to point out that the House
is likely to be out of order for two reasons; one is that
Honourable Moswaane had actually indicated that
he wished to stand on a point of procedure and the
expectations that you would rule either that you allow
him or you do not. But it compels Honourable Member
to take a seat.
Secondly, I do not know if it is a question of not being
used to it, a number of us have a tendency of leaving our
microphones on, which disables the Speakership or the
Chairperson from speaking via the microphone. Could
you please put our House back in order with due respect.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! Can you
please make sure that your microphones are switched
off after speaking so that others can be able to speak as
well.

MR DAVIDS: I never spoke about the President. I said
the Government cars were used to travel there for Polka
dancing. He brought up the issue about the President not
me. Let me continue because he is wasting my time. I
was saying in Kgatleng….

MR MOSWAANE: Procedure. Madam Chairperson,
I mentioned earlier that Honourable Minister should
correct his words that the government has misused
government vehicles by going to Tsabong to amuse
themselves by doing polka dance; I believe it is a
statement that is misleading the nation. The reason why
I said procedure Madam Chairperson is because I was
looking at the fact that there must be a ruling from your
side not for him to correct me or not because I felt that it
is not a good statement for you to say in Parliament that
people are dying of hunger. It appears like a political
mileage. It is not the truth of what is happening there
because their culture is more important to those people
and they were very happy about it.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MR DAVIDS: There is no procedure. Just sit down, just
wait, I will bring you a dummy to suck on, mxomxo!
(sucking sounds).

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Who said point of order,
wait first. Honourable Davids, I want to understand
whether you said the government went to do polka dance

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Davids I
thought you will give him a constructive answer rather
than arguing and pointing fingers at him. He has told
you that His Excellency the President did not go there
for fun but rather for an event which the residents had
and the event included polka dancing. Please correct
this so that we can move on.
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or not. I did not get what you said. That is why I earlier
thought you said the President but you clarified that you
never said the President. Can you please explain this.
MR DAVIDS: let me explain that polka dance is not…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is not an insult.
MR DAVIDS: Yes, I am not trying to provoke anyone.
Not all the people in Tsabong do Polka dance, it is only
those in Struizendam, Bokspits and Middlepits. Most
of the people in the Kgalagadi constituency do not do
Polka dance, like those in Hukuntsi, Lokgwabe, and
Lehututu but you would not know that because you do
not know them. Now getting back to this area, I said the
whole of Kgalagadi West…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: South.
MR DAVIDS: I meant to say south, where the sun sets.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! Sit down.
The problem is you want to speak politics. I advised you
to always remember that when we are in this House, you
are not at a freedom square because you are just using
those words to provoke others, that is just politics so
please try to talk properly. Proceed.
MR DAVIDS: Okay, let me proceed with the debate.
I was talking about the Government Reservation
Policy, that is just idle talk. We have to ensure that in
everything that we do, Batswana are not left behind.
With this Reservation Policy, as long as Batswana are
still left behind in the economy of their country, all the
efforts will be for nothing. Therefore I do not support
the Minister on the basis of those reasons.
It seems the main focus on VAT clearance is in all
Batswana owned companies. If one is to tender without
VAT clearance since the Reservation Policy is shelved
there are directives in place that there should be VAT
clearance if you do not have one you are therefore not
eligible for tendering. That is just a way of hindering
Batswana to tender. I think VAT has its own procedures
to ensure that tax is paid. VAT has its own procedures and
laws which could be applied when someone violates tax
rather than bringing in directives to make VAT clearance
compulsory, these practices are holding Batswana back.
Big companies are progressing, we are not even sure
if they even pay VAT some them have relocated from
this country and we have no proof if they pay VAT but
a simple Motswana starting up a small business is asked
to make a clearance. I am not saying tax should not be
paid but I am simply saying there are procedures with
which one can pay tax rather than putting directive in
place so that there can be VAT clearance. This thing has
basically disadvantaged us; it has disadvantaged many
Batswana.

ORGANISATION 0700 - TRADE AND INDUSTRY
Committee of Supply (Resumed Debate)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! I now call
upon the Honourable Minister to respond to the debate.
MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR
SERETSE): Thank you very much Madam Chairperson.
I want to take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues
across the aisle who supported my budget proposal. I am
very happy indeed that all across, those who commented
supported me, except for one Honourable Member of
Parliament who did not support me being Honourable
Davids. I want to clearly appreciate the comments that
have been made by my colleagues.
Honourable Gaolathe who was the first to speak, raised
issues around his support of Special Economic Zones
but he reaffirmed the very position that we hold at the
ministry that we need to do this right. I can assure him
that that is top in my mind to a point where we have
to make sure that we shall engage somebody with
experience in the Special Economic Zones. Equally,
he talked about competences and capabilities and for
us to achieve the intended goals of Special Economic
Zones, it is to make sure that we do train our people. But
what is interesting as well is that he mentioned what is
idealistic, should be happening in the country and that
the whole country must be a Special Economic Zone.
We have to start somewhere and we are starting with the
zones that have passed through this Parliament. And as
we learn from such an experience, this will unfold into
the whole country.
Equally, what we should appreciate having listened
to many who have commented, everybody who has
commented, except Honourable Davids, wants a Special
Economic Zone. You would appreciate that should that
be the case, it would be spread throughout the country.
But the whole objective is that at a point, we want this
country to be very efficient in all sectors across the
country.
Honourable Butale raised issues around how we treat
our investors, that we must make sure that as we invest,
we attract these investors. Let us make sure that when
they arrive here, we treat them with care, appreciating
that they have a role to play by investing in our country.
That is what we aim to do. He also raised issues around
the Special Economic Zones as well and that is why I
said we appreciate the comments that he has made.
With regard to Honourable Tsogwane, he raised issues
around gambling and the likely unintended consequences
of gambling, that as a ministry, we must also make
sure that we are aware that gambling has unintended
consequences and that we must be responsive to that.
I believe the Gambling Authority being in charge and
having gone around the world to learn and appreciate
Hansard No 182
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how unintended consequences are dealt with, they will
be able to come to the party and make sure that we do
not have such a situation.
On the whole, when I talk about Special Economic
Zones, everybody has talked about endowment in
resources within their respective constituencies. Others
have talked about cattle, water resources and others
have talked about agriculture and I had a good feel
that this country is endowed with resources. Therefore,
I encourage my colleagues as well to be partners in
the journey of attracting investors to their respective
constituencies as we move forward in moving the
country forward.
Honourable Tawana supported my budget proposal
but raised one issue which was of concern to him
with regards to Citizen Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA) and the people in his constituency with
regard to financing or giving loans around the cattle in
Ngamiland. It is one area where I will engage my office
to establish exactly what the issues might be.
For those who I might not pick by name Honourable
Members, recognise that the answers that I had given
basically would have covered you. Therefore I would be
picking issues that have not been picked. With regards
to Honourable Kgathi and he is not here, I choose not
to engage him with him issues around Talana. I think
it would take him time to appreciate what Botswana
Development Corporation (BDC) was doing around that
area. I appreciate his concerns, but I think he will heal
and next time he will talk very positively about what is
happening in Talana, as it rises from the ashes.
I want us to avoid being greedy that is why I am very
short when dealing with the issue. Honourable Salakae
had raised issues about agriculture; I also have heard
that in terms of production of potatoes in that area, it is
a very good area. Therefore I will engage my colleague
at the Ministry of Agriculture to see to it that such an
opportunity is not missed. Honourable Moswaane
has talked about the confidence that we must give to
investors, I must assure him that we do the best we
can to support the investors who are coming here. He
also raised issues about the wholesale licenses and sole
distributors, I must point out that under the Economic
Diversification program, where the government has
clearly articulated the position that they would support
what is produced locally, what is manufactured they
will buy. The parastatals, Local Government and Rural
Development, all these institutions have been directed
to buy locally. Honourable Members I want you to be
my eyes as well, because it is clearly defined that what
we are able to produce let us consume locally. If I can
give an example, for instance we have got high spending

18

Hansard No 182

ministries, like Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development, Lands and Housing, the Botswana
Defence Force and Education and Skill Development.
With the amount of money that they are able to spend
on procurement if we buy locally we will see changes in
this economy. Unfortunately even our own people still
choose not to do what they are supposed to do. Hence the
reason Cabinet gave me an opportunity to increase the
number of people who work under (EDD), literally to
go and sit in this different Ministry to ensure that indeed
we buy locally. So if all of us were to have this drive,
the zeal to make sure that even those who are working
to know that if you choose to go and buy outside what
you can buy here, it is not moving this country forward.
I honestly believe that we will able to move forward.
Therefore, Madam Chairperson, I want to move that
the sum of P908, 526, 320 under the recurrent Budget
for organisation 0700 as approved stand part of the
schedule of Appropriation (2016/2017) Bill, 2016 and
that the sum of P73, 548, 000 for organisation 0700
under the development Budget be approved and stand
part of the estimates for the financial year 2016/2017. I
move accordingly and thank you Madam Chairperson.
Question put and agreed to.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! 2 hours
45 minutes has been allocated to this organisation and
I shall call upon Honourable Minister to reply to the
debate at 15:00 hrs tomorrow and the question will be
put at 15:30.
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS
AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION
(MR
MAKGALEMELE): Procedure. Thank you Mr
Chairman. I wanted to establish if the 15 minutes that we
have saved will be added to the speech by Honourable
Tsogwane?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! No it is not added
sir.

HEAD 0800 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Madam Chairperson, I have the honour today to present
my Ministry’s budget proposals for the 2016/2017
financial year for consideration and approval by this
Honourable Committee.
Before I can proceed with the budget proposals, allow
me to brief this Honourable Committee on progress
made regarding implementation of major initiatives in
2015/2016 financial year as well as to outline plans and
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strategies for executing priorities for the next financial
year.
II. SOCIAL PROTECTION
Social Welfare Programmes
Madam Chairperson, the vulnerable and disadvantaged
groups in our society, which include the elderly, home
based care patients, World War II Veterans, destitute
persons, people with acute and severe disabilities and
orphans continue to be provided with the necessary
support by Government through Social Welfare
Programmes. These citizens are very important to all of
us and it is necessary to give them the support they need
to have dignified lives.
As at January 2016, my Ministry was supporting
35,149 destitute persons; 85,541 Old Age Pensioners;
1,624 World War II Veterans; 1,241 Community Home
Based Care patients; 4,297 people living with disability;
31,123 Orphans; 31,391 Needy Students and 1,810
Children in need of care through provision of cash
transfers, food baskets and shelter. The cash allowances
were also increased effective 1st April 2015 as follows;
the Old Age Pensioners allowance was increased from
P300.00 to P330.00; World War Veterans’ allowance
from P420.00 to P450.00 and destitute persons’
allowance was increased from P120.00 to P150.00.
Government further introduced the Disability Cash
Transfer of P300.00 in April 2015 to people with severe
and profound disabilities.
Another relief measure that the Government is
implementing is the Special Assistance to the
underprivileged residents of the Okavango in which
my Ministry distributes mini-food packages to 4,300
families affected by abject poverty in the Okavango
area. In addition, construction of 111 houses for those
families without decent shelter is complete.
Destitute Housing
Madam Chairperson, as part of Government’s effort to
provide shelter for the needy, my Ministry was allocated
funds to construct houses for destitute persons including
those in Remote Area Communities (RACs). So far,
out of the planned 869 houses, a total of 537 has been
completed and handed over to deserving beneficiaries,
while 332 are at various stages of construction and will
be completed in March 2016.
All Councils have been instructed to mobilize and
prioritise the available equipment, human and financial
resources to fast track construction of these houses.
During the 2016/2017 financial year, another batch of
houses will be constructed and a total of P90 million has

been proposed for allocation for the Destitute Housing
Programme. In addition, my Ministry continues to
benefit from Donor Agencies, private and public sector,
including donations from His Excellency the President’s
Housing Appeal for the needy. Currently 71 houses have
been completed while 64 are under construction through
the President’s Housing Appeal and are at various stages
of completion.
Ipelegeng Programme
Madam Chairperson, the Ipelegeng Programme
continues to relieve vulnerable Batswana from adverse
effects of unemployment and promotes local economic
empowerment through engagement of suppliers for
the sustenance initiative. The programme continues
to focus on minor construction and maintenance of
infrastructure across the country including, among
others, environmental cleanliness. It also facilitates
other Ministries to undertake various initiatives, such
as, crime prevention volunteers and special constables
under the Botswana Police Service; wildlife volunteers
and 100 monuments project under the Ministry of
Environment, Wildlife and Tourism. Implementation
of the programme will continue in 2016/2017 financial
year. The monthly target for the number of people
engaged in the programme is set at 64,191 to provide
short term employment opportunities. Meanwhile,
out of the planned 3 253 projects planned, 1 056 have
been completed as at end of January 2016 and 2 081
are at various stages of completion while 116 have not
yet started. A total of 613,419 beneficiaries comprising
423,422 females and 189,997 males were engaged by
end of January 2016.
Remote Area Development Programme (RADP)
Madam Chairperson, to continue improving the living
standards of Remote Area Communities (RACs), small
projects are financed on yearly basis in line with the 10
year Affirmative Action Framework for Remote Area
Development Programme (RADP). It is anticipated to
contribute positively to employment creation initiatives
as well as promoting and encouraging sustainable
livelihoods in RACs.
The Rural Development Council (RDC) is facilitating
implementation of various Community Trust enterprises.
The recently resuscitated Mogobane Irrigation Scheme
project is operational, with a total of 92 casual labourers
and 13 permanent employees.
The Zutshwa Salt Mine in the Kgalagadi District is also
under production. To date, 2 465 bags of salt have been
harvested, with the Ministry of Agriculture, Botswana
Agricultural Marketing Board and Hukuntsi Sub
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District Council being the main consumers of the salt.
I congratulate them.

out-patients who get food rations at hospitals, clinics
and health posts.

Madam Chairperson, construction of small stock
abattoir in Tsabong is expected to commence in
the first half of 2016/17 financial year. The project
will be funded through Livestock Management and
Infrastructure Development (LIMID). In addition, the
Agro Processing Plant in Selebi Phikwe is expected
to have backward and forward linkages created at
production level, transport logistics and packaging subsectors. A total of 131 farmers from various locations
(Bobonong 29, Selibe Phikwe 22, Tonota 40, Palapye
30, and Tuli Block 10) have been mobilised to grow and
produce for the plant.

LOCAL GOVERNANCE

Following the declaration of Drought through
Presidential Directive CAB 17 (A)/ 2014 of June 2015
that effected in July 2015, Government responded
comprehensively to the on-going drought and a
number of interventions were put in place. In light of
the worsening drought and subsequent increase in
livestock mortality, further intervention was made by
way of increasing livestock feed subsidy from 25 per
cent to 50 per cent, with effect from December 2015. I
congratulate the BDP Government.
Moreover, water supply demand will be augmented by
emergency water supply provided by the Ministry of
Minerals Energy and Water Resources. The Ministry of
Environment, Wildlife and Tourism is also undertaking
construction and maintenance of firebreaks in Kgalagadi,
Ghanzi, Kweneng, Ngamiland and Central Districts, as
well as maintenance of fences at Dithopo Game Ranch,
Kalahari Trans Frontier Park, Khutse Game Reserve,
Makgadikgadi and Tuli Block. Other interventions
include the provision of normal and double food ration
for vulnerable groups countrywide.
Food Relief
Madam Chairperson, my Ministry continues to provide
supplementary feeding to identified vulnerable groups
at Primary Schools and Health Facilities through Food
Relief Services.
Under the Primary Schools feeding programme, my
Ministry will continue to provide supplementary
feeding to Primary Schools which has a total enrolment
of 331 000 pupils. This programme includes supply of
agricultural fresh produce which is now in its seventh
year.
At health facilities, my Ministry will continues to
provide assistance to 253 200 targeted beneficiaries,
comprising of children under five (5) years of age, out
of School children, expectant/lactating mothers and TB
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Bogosi and National Building
Madam Chairperson, since independence, Bogosi
has played a pivotal role in providing an important
interface between their communities and Government.
My Ministry is working with Botswana Public Service
College for Capacity Building of Dikgosi.
During the 2015/2016 financial year, my Ministry was
allocated funds to pay 286 Headman of Arbitration,
monthly allowance. To date, 202 posts of Headman of
Arbitration have been filled up while consultations are
still ongoing for the remaining 82 from various Districts.
Madam Chairperson, a significant progress has been
made within my Ministry in improving and resourcing
the Department of Tribal Administration. To address
acute shortage of office accommodation and improve
the working conditions of Dikgosi, my Ministry will
construct thirty (30) Customary Court offices across the
country through ESP. Construction of these offices will
stimulate economic activities within villages and lead to
creation of jobs.
Maintenance of Tribal Administration facilities is
ongoing. Four Million Six Hundred and Sixty Four
Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty Five Pula and
Sixty six (P4, 664,835.66) has been allocated for the
2015/2016 infrastructure maintenance programme. A
total of thirty-two (32) projects were undertaken. Out of
this number, six (6) offices were electrified while twentysix (26) were maintenance projects. Of the twenty six
(26), seventeen (17) are complete while nine (9) are still
ongoing. A total of P3, 093, 281 has been spent to date.
The remaining balance is already committed and will
be spent before the end of the financial year 2015/2016.
Furthermore, 30 vehicles have been procured and are
currently being distributed. An additional 25 vehicles
will also be distributed under the one vehicle per village
initiative.
Strategic Framework for Community Development
Madam Chairperson, to reduce dependence on
Government’s welfare programmes, my Ministry
continues to roll-out the Strategic Framework for
Community Development in Botswana that was
developed in collaboration with the European Union
under a programme that was named ‘Strengthening
Capacity for Community Development in the Ministry
of Local Government and Councils.’
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The strategic Framework addresses five core areas of
community mobilisation, promotion of social justice,
strengthening community governance, economic
empowerment of communities and development of
networks with key strategic partners and stakeholders.
The overall approach of the strategy is giving
responsibility back to the communities for determining
their development priorities and planning their own
future facilitated by Government and stakeholders.
During the entire period of NDP 11, The Sustainable
Livelihood Approaches programme, which is part of the
Framework, will be rolled-out to all districts with a view
to economically empower all communities, especially
those in remote areas.
Village Development Committees
Madam Chairperson, as a way of strengthening service
delivery at the District level, my Ministry will continue
to coordinate Village/Ward Development Committee
activities. These Committees have been established
through the Local Government Act 2012. Subsequently,
my Ministry developed Village Development
Committee Regulations to guide these Committees in
their daily operations.
Local Economic Development (LED)
Madam Chairperson, in my last Committee of Supply
speech, I reported that my Ministry has partnered with
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
Commonwealth Local Government Forum (CLGF) to
develop a Local Economic Development Framework
geared towards accelerating the socio-economic
development of cities, towns and rural areas. So far,
progress has been achieved through capacity building of
all the District Planners and Leadership in mainstreaming
LED into development plans. Furthermore, guidelines
for integrating LED in Local Governments in Botswana
are being finalized while Local Economy Assessment
Reports have been concluded and were used to prioritise
development programmes and projects for inclusion in
the District Development Plans/Urban Development
Plans. The framework was recently endorsed by the
Rural Development Council before submission to
Cabinet for consideration and approval by the end of
this financial year. Once operational, this initiative
is expected to grow local economies, enhance local
initiatives for sustainable development and create job
opportunities and income for the communities.
In June 2015, Botswana hosted the Commonwealth
Local Government Forum, which was a great success.
On behalf of my Ministry and the Local Governments
and Commonwealth Secretariat, I wish to convey our
gratitude, thanks and appreciation to His Excellency
the President, His Honour the Vice President, Members

of Cabinet and Members of Parliament who graced
the occasion. I also wish to thank all stakeholders who
contributed towards the success of the event. Madam
Chairperson, I am happy to report that our own, Rev.
Mpho Moruakgomo was during this event elected the
next President of CLGF. I therefore take this opportunity
to congratulate him and wish him the best during his
term as President of CLGF starting June 2016.
Madam Chairperson, in October 2015, His Honour the
Vice President, addressed the UN General Assembly
on behalf of Botswana to endorse the seventeen (17)
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and I am
happy to report that My Ministry with the assistance of
UNDP, has started the localization agenda of the SDGs,
in order to sensitise, educate, align and integrate them
into the planning process.
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
Primary Education Facilities
Madam Chairperson, projects under the Primary School
Backlog Eradication Programme are ongoing and will be
continued in the next financial year. Out of the first Phase
of 77 classrooms, 456 toilets cubicles and 316 teachers’
houses which started in 2014/2015 financial year, a total
of 42 classrooms, 326 toilets cubicles and 134 teachers’
houses have been completed. The remaining facilities
will be completed during the first quarter of 2016/2017
financial year after experiencing challenges of poor
performance by some local contractors, delayed supply
of materials and termination of some contracts due to
poor workmanship.
In addition, Phase 2, which will deliver 77 classrooms,
216 toilets cubicles and 101 teachers’ houses started
in 2015/2016 financial year. So far, construction has
started in some Districts while some have just started
mobilization. In order to complete these projects
within scope, time and costs, my Ministry has put in
place Supervising and Monitoring Teams at both Local
Authorities and in the Ministry Headquarters.
The introduction of the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) by Government is a welcome development in
providing basic services/infrastructure, creating job
opportunities to both small, medium and large scale
businesses as well as individuals.
The first batch of the programme will deliver 122
classrooms, 456 toilets and 125 teachers’ houses in
the 2016/2017 financial year. This number of facilities
is taken from a total backlog of 401 classrooms,
1280 toilets and 486 teachers’ houses which are in a
123 schools across the country. Considering limited
implementation capacity in the public and private sector
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as well as available financial resources, the Ministry
will implement this backlog in three (3) batches. It is
expected that Batch 2 and Batch 3 of Primary Schools
Backlog Eradication will be financed and implemented
within the first 2 years of NDP 11.
Village Infrastructure
Construction of Letlhakeng and Bobonong internal
roads are still ongoing and are expected to be completed
in 2016/2017 financial year. Molepolole and Palapye
bus terminals are complete and were handed over in
February 2016 and October 2015 respectively.
As an alternative approach to increasing economic
activities in the rural areas and create a conducive
environment for investment, Government has approved
projects through the Economic Stimulus Programme.
In addition to Backlog Eradication Programme, my
Ministry has prioritized construction of internal roads
and storm water drainage in Gabane, Kang and Tutume
for implementation in 2016/2017. The designs for all the
three (3) projects were completed at the end of NDP 9 but
construction was deferred due to budgetary constraints
and Districts are currently procuring consultants for
design review.
ORGANIZATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS
Anti-Corruption
Madam Chairperson, in order to address corruption
issues across the entire Ministry, training of Corruption
Prevention Committees is ongoing, including
development of risk registers.
BUDGET
PROPOSALS
FINANCIAL YEAR

FOR

2016/2017

Madam Chairperson, My Ministry’s total budgetary
request for the financial year 2016/2017 amounts to P6,
212, 014, 113 for both the Recurrent and Development
budgets. This amount is made up of P4, 989, 920, 230
for the Recurrent Budget P1, 222, 093, 883 for the
Development Budget.
Please allow me to go into the specifics and start with
the recurrent budget.
RECURRENT BUDGET
Madam Chairperson, my Ministry was allocated a
budget of P588, 728, 781 for financial year 2015/2016.
As at 23rd February 2016, expenditure was P4, 849, 172,
899 or 89 per cent of the revised budget. The remaining
balance of P588, 728, 781 or 11 per cent will be spent
largely on Salaries and Social Benefits Allowances
before the end of the financial year.
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Madam Chairperson, the proposed total recurrent
budget for my Ministry is P4, 989, 920, 230. This
budget reflects a decrease of P448, 163, 450 or 8.2
per cent less the current year’s revised budget of P5,
438, 083, 680. The proposed budget will mainly cover
Revenue Support Grants (RSG) to District/Urban
Councils, Social Protection Programmes, people with
acute disabilities and food supplies for Primary Schools
and Health Facilities.
From the proposed budget, the Department of Local
Government, Finance and Procurement Services gets
the highest share of P3, 446, 927, 670 or 69.1 per cent
of the total Ministerial budget. This amount include P3,
065, 749, 040 for Local Authorities’ Revenue Support
Grant and P305, 843, 060 for the supplementary feeding
program.
Nine Hundred and Seventeen Million, One Hundred
and Eleven Thousand, One Hundred and Seventy Pula
(917,111,170) or 18.4 per cent, which is the second
highest share; is proposed for the Department of Social
Protection. These funds will cover the expenses for
Orphan Care Programme at P281, 529, 040; Old Age
Pension at P451, 754, 270 and Destitute Cash Allowance
at P62, 901, 000 to mention but a few.
The third highest share of my Ministry’s budget is
proposed for the Department of Tribal Administration.
This amount, Madam Chairperson, is P376, 855, 220
which translates to 7.6 per cent of the budget. Out of
this amount, the sum of P78, 325, 600 will be used to
pay allowances for Headman of Arbitration.
Madam Chairperson, the fourth highest share of my
Ministry’s proposed budget is P188, 368, 350 or 3.8
per cent and will be used by the Ministry Headquarters
to meet financial obligations during the 2016/2017
financial year, such as procurement of vehicles under
one-vehicle-per village initiative; vehicle replacement
as well as maintenance of buildings.
The remaining P60, 657, 820, which is 1.2 per cent of the
budget, will be shared by the remaining five Departments
of Community Development, Local Governance
Development Planning, Rural Development, Primary
Health Care Services and Local Government Technical
Services (refer to Annex 1 for details)
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET
Madam Chairperson, My Ministry was allocated a
budget of P1, 200, 829, 275 for 2015/2016. The total
expenditure as at 22nd February 2016, was P897, 717,
749, or 75 per cent of the approved budget.
Madam Chairperson, I propose that a total of P1, 222,

Monday 29rdFebruary, 2016

ORGANISATION 0800 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT - Committee of Supply

093, 883 be approved for Development Programmes
and Projects in 2016/2017 financial year. This amount
shows an increase of P21, 264, 608 or 1.77 per cent more
than the current year’s budget of P1, 200, 829, 275.
The largest share of the proposed 2016/2017 budget
which is P612, 964, 318. 00, or 50.1 per cent, is allocated
to Ipelegeng Programme.
Two Hundred and Seventy Six Million, Two Hundred
and Ten Thousand, Nine Hundred and Twenty Five Pula
(P276, 210, 925.00), or 22.6 per cent, is requested for
the Primary Schools Programme. Madam Chairperson,
a total of P153, 000, 000.00 will finance projects from
Economic Stimulus Programme and a balance of P123,
210, 925.00 will be used for the ongoing projects
(Primary Schools Facilities Eradication Project) that
started in 2014/2015 and 2015/2016, respectively.

budget in the sum of P4, 989, 920, 230 be approved
and stand part of the Schedule of the Appropriation
(2016/2017) Bill 2016 for Head 0800 and that the
development budget in the sum of P1, 222, 093, 883 be
approved and stand part of those Estimates. I thank you,
Madam Chairperson.
….. Exchange of Chairpersons…..
MR CHAIRPERSON:
Tsogwane.

Thank

you

Honourable

Madam Chairperson, the third largest share of P200,
668, 140, or 16.4 per cent, is proposed for the Village
Infrastructure Programme. Out of these funds, a total
of P123, 158, 700 will be available to start Economic
Stimulus Projects: being Gabane, Kang and Tutume
Internal Roads & Storm Water drainage while the
remaining balance will finance completion of ongoing
projects; that is; construction of Bobonong and
Letlhakeng internal roads as well as to settle final
accounts for the recently completed Molepolole Bus
Terminal.

MINSTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Thank you Mr Chairperson. Firstly,
I would like to indicate that I support the Minister’s
proposal. I support him pending several expectations. I
must thank him for indicating that they have requested
funds for village infrastructure at Tutume. We are grateful
for that. It has been a while since we were considered
for internal roads yet we are the first Sub-Council to be
established in Botswana. We are surprised to find subcouncils like Tonota and Bobonong which came after us
having these tarred roads. The expectation is that your
ministry will move quickly to attend to that so that the
taxis which have become numerous in Tutume may be
able to drop people off near their homes. Although we
have been paired with others, ours has been deferred
on several occasions. My request therefore Honourable
Minister is that please attend to that project as soon as
possible.

The fourth largest share of P90, 000, 000, or 7.4 per
cent is required for the Social Welfare and Development
Programme. The funds will be used to construct houses
for destitute persons’ country-wide, including in Remote
Area Communities.

I must thank you that Dikgotla that will be seeing the
construction of Makgotla a Setswana carried out, there
is one kgotla although it is stated that it will be built
in Nkange, it will actually be built at Matobo. May I
request that we make that correction.

Forty Million, Five Hundred and Sixty Seven Thousand,
Five Hundred Pula (P40, 567, 500) or 3.3 per cent, is
required for Customary Courts Programme. Thirty
Eight Million, Eight Hundred and Eighty Thousand Pula
(P38, 880, 000.00) will be used for construction of thirty
(30) Tribal Administration Offices under the Economic
Stimulus Programme while the balance will pay final
account for projects which were completed in the past.

The main issue that I want to address today is the
improvement of Bogosi services in our country. In
my view, until the Director of Tribal Administration is
promoted, our Magosi will never be happy about the
conditions of their services more especially concerning
their salaries. That is why I am requesting for a review
that can show the importance of having the Director
of Tribal Administration promoted to maybe be at
Deputy Permanent Secretary level, just like we have
the Deputy Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of
Health and another one for Clinical Services, etcetera.
His promotion will make a difference for all concerned
as they will also climb to a higher level. Our Magosi
should have attractive salaries that can keep them in
their offices rather than leaving the office for the poverty
of politics as is the case. I believe the improvement of
this institution will spell an increase in their budget and
then things like buying furniture and all the resources
that Magosi require will improve.

The remaining P1, 683, 000.00 or 0.1 per cent will be
shared by the Remote Area Development Programme;
Consultancies and Rural Administration Centre
Programmes to finance projects that will be implemented
in the next financial year. (Refer to Annex II).
CONCLUSION
Madam Chairperson, this concludes my Ministry’s
presentation for the 2016/2017 Financial Year budget
proposals. I therefore move that the 2016/2017 recurrent
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MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Chairperson,
I think the Honourable Minister is imputing improper
motives on Magosi who are Members of this House,
from President Khama down to Kgosi Tawana, and
lately Kgosi Lotlamoreng II. I do not think they came
here because they were running away from low salaries.
So he is imputing improper motives. He must withdraw.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Did you really understand
Honourable Batshu?
MR BATSHU: I can withdraw Mr Chairperson, there
is nothing wrong. What I am saying is, the people who
are holding these offices must have better salaries. If the
Honourable Member is saying they should continue to
suffer by getting low salaries, those are his views.
I was still saying, if the conditions of this institution can
be improved, their budget will also increase and they
will manage to purchase proper furniture and flags. I
believe that those things will be attended to.
Let me also say that you have updated us that the
programme of ‘one vehicle per village,’ is already
underway. There are many villages and if you purchase
40 vehicles I believe that Nkange Constituency will also
have a share.
Another area that I want to mention in passing is the
Remote Area Dwellers (RADs) settlements. In my
constituency we have Basarwa from the cattle posts
and they are now living at Maitengwe, in an area
called Sabasi, at Tutume they are found in Maijane and
Moletswe in Nkange. Now they have become envious
that the Basarwa who remained behind seem to be taken
care of more than them. They do not have water, fields,
cattle and farm implements that could help them in
farming. I am grateful that your Assistant once came to
Moletswe and heard their cry. I therefore plead that in
this arrangement of RADs, such people should be given
the assistance they would get while they were out there
in the bush rather than having them go back because
they are not assisted to improve their lives. My request
is that seeing as you have a very understanding Assistant
Minister Honourable Tshireletso, you should go there
and see how these people could be assisted so that they
establish permanent residence where they could be
helped.
One other thing that I want to talk about is primary
education facilities. We are grateful that you are
going to build houses through the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP), because ESP is going to provide the
village infrastructure at Tutume. It will provide kgotla
at Matobo. ESP will also provide accommodation
for teachers. There is an old school in Tutume called
Magapatona. That school does not have teachers’
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quarters. Some teachers are then forced to commute
from Francistown. As you prioritise, consider the hard
hit areas and build teachers’ quarters there. There is
a school in Nshamba, an area where Basarwa were
relocated to in Maitengwe. That primary school has a
high enrolment number of pupils but there are seven
teachers quarters only. May I request that you send
some of your officers to go and assess the situation at
Nshamba Primary School concerning the shortage of
teachers’ accommodation.
I have since talked about the livestock that is visible
within the Gaborone city area but I have not seen any
change. This situation has to be attended to urgently
madam chairperson, it is embarrassing for us to have
to deal with livestock in traffic while we have visitors
in our country. Let all the responsible stake-holders
partner and deal with this situation. A solution to keep
the livestock away from the city should be found. I do
believe that the livestock comes from the areas around
Gaborone and it does not reflect on us well as a country.
I want to applaud the Village Development Committees
(VDCs). In all the areas that I have visited, they have
come up with sound ideas on how to improve their
villages. Let us continue to develop the VDCs. I am
aware that in Nkange constituency we have villages
such as Ipungu, Fungwani and Nzongwa and there are
established VDCs there which its members are not paid.
Those people are doing a wonderful job of developing
their villages, let them be assisted accordingly as well as
Headmen of Arbitration in that area. Thank you.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Let me thank you honourable
Chairperson for giving me the chance to comment
on the proposal put forth by the minister of Local
Government and Rural Development. Thank you
Honourable Minister for having seen it fit to construct
an office in Lejwana Kgotla. The village was served
under a tree for quite some time now. I want to be bold
enough to say that I support your budget proposal and
the budget allocation. Food is very key to every person
but that notwithstanding, we have to also consider those
who are not healthy, the ones who have Tuberculosis
(TB). Let me applaud your ministry for the continued
support of food baskets to those who have the TB. It
is also important that we recognise the cancer disease
as well. Cancer takes all the protein from the body, it
is time for your ministry to enrol cancer patients under
the food basket programme just like the TB patients.
Consider those villages which have students commuting
from afar, students in Gatampa, Tswaaneng and
Dintsaneng walk up to a distance of ten kilometres and
I do not expect them to learn properly while they only
eat in the morning and then be forced to walk another
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ten kilometres from school again. That alone does not
sit well with them and we cannot get better results in
that situation. Please consider this matter honourable
Minister. Please look at the villages which are scattered,
in the long run we shall be decrying poor results.
Education: let me request the minister to consider
Gopong village, where the population is over 1 300 yet
the students are still served in a two classroom school.
This is a concern because the village has the poor and
the not so educated. I see this causing a cyclinical
problem because students there end at Standard two
level. Most of the village elders did not do well in
education. If we do not review this school and make it a
proper standard seven school, we are going to continue
to have this problem of poverty. Villages like Ditojana
and Dintsana…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
DR MADIGELE: They are in Botswana. Please
consider them because the residents of those areas,
just like those from Gopong, they are sidelined. Please
consider two classroom schools in those villages. Those
are villages where the poverty rate is high. Honourable
Kesupile is aware of the situation; I live with him in
Dintsana. Lobutse is not good either, we are supposed to
care for the areas which are not so well off. Honourable
Minister, we have a village such as Molapowabojang;
we always wanted a bridge there. There is a stream
which passes through the village. Please remember that
the village population is at 10 000 approximately, and a
part of that population stays on the other side of the. It
therefore becomes a challenge for the people to cross to
either side of the river, and students cannot even cross
to attend school. Let us seriously consider the bridge in
this area, we should consider it as a matter of urgency
because every time we have to call the Disaster office
as well as the Office of the President and the council
secretary and they no longer take my calls because they
know that there is an issue which they are taking long to
address. Molapowabojang has a river which flows into
Gaborone dam, even if the dam has failed; we should
consider a bridge for this river.
Internal Roads: please look at Molapowabojang and
Mmathethe villages and consider them to have internal
roads much as you have considered Kang, Tutume and
Gabane villages.
Tribal Administration: I would like to recognise the
importance of tribal administration office because the
leadership there is Dikgosi. They are very important
people just like one of the members has said. It is
imperative for us to take care of them for them to fully
execute their mandate well. Most of these Dikgotla or

buildings are dilapidated. Some ceilings are falling,
some do not have pit latrine toilets, whereas some do
not have toilets at all. We should address these issues
of putting the Tribal Administration offices or Dikgotla
up to standard so that our Dikgosi can be dignified. Our
Dikgosi should be motivated in doing their job. Most of
the offices do not have telephones and this hinders their
performance.
There are Headmen of Arbitration who have long been
working; some have worked for five years and some
for 10 years on voluntary basis. Some have long had
their names submitted, maybe it is high time to consider
them like those in Gasita, Diabo and Lorolwane. They
are still hopeful Minister. You should consider giving
them wages so that they can be motivated to perform
their duties well.
In conclusion Mr Chairperson, I would like to request the
Minister to look into Ipelegeng because even when we
advise the Village Development Committees (VDCs) to
include big projects, they nonetheless continue engaging
in projects like grass cutting. This is becoming a norm
Minister. Going forward, we should think of projects that
can develop our villages and projects that can address
shortages of accommodation for public servants. As for
grass cutting, the grass grows back after two months and
it will be like we are playing. With those comments Mr
Chairperson, I support this motion.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank
you Mr Chairperson for this opportunity. I was already
wondering if I will ever get a chance to talk. Let me
begin by indicating that this Ministry is a disgrace. My
belief is that if the BDP government could regard the
Councils seriously, Botswana could be far in terms of
developments. Local Government is close to the lives
of the people and every time when the budget is made, I
do not get satisfied looking at the funds allocated to this
ministry. Mr Chairperson, I always pity the governance
system of this country whereby Ministers who are part
of the Executive will come to this House and lament
like us ordinary Legislators. Whom are they lamenting
to because they were the decision makers? They meet as
the Executive and discuss their challenges, but when we
come here, they still complain. I view that as very weak
in our governance system.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Nkaigwa, Ministers
are Members of Parliament, they have constituencies.
MR NKAIGWA: That is what I am saying Mr
Chairperson that when we talk in this Parliament,
Ministers should account to the Legislature and not
for them to be complaining like us. It is like we are all
complaining and whom are we looking up to because
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Jehovah is not on earth but in heaven? I thought if I come
here and cry unto them, it is right and not overlooking
the fact that they are also Members of Parliament who
have constituencies.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Mr
Chairperson, for an Honourable Member to refer to
Ministers as weak, he is imputing improper motives on
them. Let us relate well in this House. I believe that we
should use the right words at all times. I do not think it
is Parliamentary to refer to an Honourable Member as
weak.
MR CHAIRPERSON: I heard him say “the system is
weak,” and not that Ministers are weak. I do not know if
I heard him well, but I think so.
MR NKAIGWA: There is no problem because
whenever light shines, darkness vanishes. I believe that
the BDP has failed. Honourable Minister, I have said
before that every time during the national budget, there
should be what we call a special dispensation in terms of
national budget which will be allocated to the two cities
in Botswana.
Minister, our cities are still lagging behind and I wonder
if after 50 years of the Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) Governance, we still have a capital city like
Gaborone in a state that it is in. I always tell people that
if the BDP has ever happened to be my child, I would
name him/her as “Meleko”, meaning “Tribulations”
because all what I am saying depicts exactly that.
I must also tell you that things that are happening under
the BDP governance headed by you Ministers are
depressing. Mr Chairperson, I am from Sekoma and
people are given rice without a label, I wonder if it is
for cattle or what and people are given that for their
consumption. They are given the rice by minosters, the
likes of Minister Tshireletso. Residents of Keng and
Mahotshwane have been given that rice Mr Chairperson.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of order. I plead
with Honourable Nkaigwa not to come here and say
untrue things. I have never given anyone rice without
a label and I am a seasoned politician, I always win
elections without buying. So I request him to respect
himself and not include me in the list of people who
buy electorates. He should withdraw those words or else
I will call him the smooth boy captured in The Voice
Newspaper.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No Honourable Tshireletso,
withdraw your last words because you have just been
complaining about the words he has said.
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MS TSHIRELETSO: Even though I do not know who
the smooth boy of the opposition is, I withdraw.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Nkaigwa,
Honourable Tshireletso is saying that you are accusing
her. If you do not have evidence, withdraw and proceed
with your debate.
MR NKAIGWA: I withdraw Mr Chairman but the
rice is there in Sekoma and at Keng. It was supplied
by members of the BDP, not the Minister. They gave
people that 25kg rice without a label.
Let me proceed Mr Chairperson and indicate that we are
worried. We used to hear that Gaborone will be turned
into a Diamond City but when you look at Government
and the budget allocation…
MS TSHIRELETSO: On a point of order. These are
just campaigns Honourable Members. Honourable
Nkaigwa is talking about members of the BDP who
are not here and cannot answer for themselves and he
is not telling the truth. I frequent Sekoma but I have
never given anyone rice. Which members of the BDP
is he talking about? He should withdraw those words
because BDP members who are here have never given
the people rice and if there is anyone and is not here,
they cannot confirm nor deny. He should withdraw that
word because he is accusing us falsely. All the members
of Botswana Democratic party who are here have never
given out rice and if there is such a person, it means he
is not here. So I request that he sticks to his debate and
stop including the party and its members.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Politicians learn to
speak to each other appropriately. Debate well, today
you have been given a budget for Honourable…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs) …
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mokgware I am
talking here and I am very serious. We are debating the
Local Government and Rural Development Budget and
I urge you to stick to it. Stop talking about rice and talk
about Honourable Tsogwane’s ministry, I am begging
you.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): I thank
you Mr Chairman, we will stop talking about rice. I was
still talking about the town, how it came to be called
Diamond City, I want to indicate that…
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Mr Chairman I
wanted you to look at this point first, just to say members
of Botswana Democratic Party give out rice is an insult
on our side…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: It has passed.
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MR MOSWAANE: No wait, I just wanted to say for
the purpose of recording, this Honourable Member
should withdraw the statement, because it is going to
be read out there in the public that we are giving out
rice. It will disadvantage us as a ruling party during the
elections. He is talking about something that he is not
sure of. So I thought it is important for him to withdraw
the statement with due respect Mr Chairman. I know
that this afternoon it will be broadcasted in the radio
about what Nkaigwa was saying, eventhough we know
that he was not telling the truth.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
I have made a ruling on that issue, you are politicians, on
my right we have members of the Botswana Democratic
Party and Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
on the left, fact. What I am basically saying is that we
know that you are politicians, but as you debate avoid
offending each other, refrain from using words that are
not true, respect each other. That is what I am saying.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Chairperson, we are
concerned…
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Thank you Mr
Chairperson. You were saying that side there are those
who are affiliated to Botswana Democratic Party and
this side the opposition. You forgot to state that even in
the middle they are Members of Democratic Party.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Kgoroba,
never ever say that about the Speaker or the Chairperson,
you will find yourself in trouble.
MR NKAIGWA: I was only saying there are a lot of
power cuts in Gaborone but when I look at your budget
the funds are not enough to address the street lights in the
city. I therefore suggest that you give the Gaborone and
Francistown Council that task so that they could look
like cities. Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) roads in
Gaborone and Francistown are an embarrassment, we
still have dusty roads. I thought that we would have that
in the villages but it seems like you are interested in
developing the villages and not the towns. There is a
storm water drainage master plan in Gaborone; we are
also asking that you consider it so that during rainfalls
the water could be diverted to Gaborone Dam for
Honourable Mokaila to benefit.
The city is not the same anymore Minister, there is
livestock everywhere, these are things of the past. I
believe you have to source funds to make sure that this
city looks like the real city.
The other thing that I think you should discuss with your
fellow cabinet as a transformation of local government
is to ask the ruling government to consider start having

municipal police. I trust that they could assist in terms
of making sure that there is order in our towns or
villages. It can also create employment and I believe
this is something that could really work for us in the
Ministry of Local government. If we can do all these in
the next financial year, you would not come here asking
for funds. I believe that if things were run properly in
Botswana, Local Government would not come here to
ask for funds, they should generate their own funds, they
should be self-sustainable. I am telling you. I always
wish that God could give me the chance to head the
Ministry of Local Government under the Government
of UDC. You were going to benchmark from me.
I agree that the situation with the tribal administration
is currently poor, the other day I was complaining that
the standard of our tribal administration is still low.
The salaries of our Headmen of Arbitration are very
low. We should see to it that we increase the salaries
of our Dikgosi. What pains me a lot about this country
is the fact that our Dikgosi are under the Minister of
Local Government, they are supposed to report to the
Minister. That is undermining authority; we behave like
people who do not understand the Bible. The Bible says
respect your Kgosi and in Botswana the Ministers are
the Dikgosi over the Dikgosi. I believe we should be
having an arrangement that allows…
MS TSHIRELETSO: Point of order. I was saying
Honourable Nkaigwa is talking as if he is not a Member
of Parliament. The Act that says the Minister should be
responsible for the Dikgosi was passed by Parliament.
Everybody who has a wish…
HONOURABLE MEMBER:…(Inaudible)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: You can never say you were
not there, where do you work, when you come here we
become one, you can never say you were not here. Even
if you have a different view, you cannot say because I
was not a member yet that means I am not part of it,
we are together in this. You cannot say Honourable
Nkaigwa could be coming up with a different suggestion
because in their UDC manifesto they did not mention
anything about the independence of Bogosi, that Bogosi
would have its own president or their Chairman. It is
not there in their manifesto or Botswana Movement for
Democracy (BMD).
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! I think
Honourable Tshireletso wanted to correct what you
said; that the procedure that is being followed is from
the law that was formed in parliament. If a member of
Parliament has queries, it is upon themselves to table the
motion that the law should be amended.
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MR NKAIGWA: The UDC Government respects
Batswana and would not just choose anybody to
become a Minister. We are going to make sure that an
individual is fit enough to become a minister. I was
saying; why is there so much animosity for Gaborone
North residents….

seems to have stopped. Nothing has been communicated
with us as to why this practice has stopped. These cattle
were helpful to them as they were no longer living in
as much poverty as they used to. They were able to sell
them and helped themselves with the money from the
sales.

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Nkaigwa, in
Setswana when you say ‘you cannot not just make
anyone a Minister’, you are being disrespectful. Use
your words carefully and make sure your point goes
through appropriately.

We are very grateful for the programme of Ipelegeng
in our constituencies. We do not have entities like
Choppies, council, Spar but rather rely on Ipelegeng for
work to sustain ourselves. Mr Chairperson, just like the
Honourable member has said it is high time we improve
the programme of Ipelegeng. It should be enhanced so
that the focus is not only on minor jobs but on more
significant ones so that there is more pride in Ipelegeng.
There is talk of creation of jobs through the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP), how is that going to be
applicable for secluded areas like Diphuduhudu and
Loologane in my constituency where there is absolutely
nothing? Mr Chairperson I think there should be a
consideration of including brick production as part of
the Ipelegeng Programme so that residents can be able
to pave in their village. They could pave from the village
up to the grave yards because they do not have proper
roads in the village therefore making it difficult to reach
the graveyards for burials during rainy seasons.

MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. In
conclusion, I will like to know why you hate us so much
at Gaborone North. In Gaborone North farms we have
no roads, no street lights….
MR CHAIRPERSON: Did you not understand me
when I said correct your words so that other members
would understand you?
MR NKAIGWA: I have corrected my words, being
Kalanga does not help. During Honourable Boko’s
reign we will only select Ministers who are fit for the
job. We are still requesting for roads and street lights
in Marang and Tawana to make the streets safer. Lastly
I will like to talk about Ipelegeng, which seems to be
the only job available under the Botswana Democratic
Party Government. Please try to increase their pay. In
2009 just before the elections when I was still a member
of the Botswana Democratic Party, they were paid
P1200.00. I think we should go back to giving them
that amount again. In South Africa old age pension is
R1500.00, why don’t we benchmark with countries like
South Africa and give our old pensioners a pension that
will be sustainable to their lives.
Gone are the times for voluntary work, the VDC
personnel should also be paid; even a P1000.00 would
be better than nothing. When going for meetings, they
should be given an allowance for every meeting that
they attend. There is no respect and dignity whatsoever
for them even though they are leaders. Thank you.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up.
MR KABLAY (LETLHAKENG-LEPHEPHE):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me first thank you
Honourable Minister for the progress that I see
happening with roads in Letlhakane. Even though it is
slow we are grateful that the roads are being done in
Letlhakane. We are hoping that when they are done,
street lights will be installed as agreed.
Secondly, it has been a common practice that Basarwa
are given cattle every year to sustain them but it now

28

Hansard No 182

Another concerning issue that is talked about but still
lagging behind is the issue of two teachers classroom.
Pupils walk distances of 14 km to school; it is impossible
to use donkey carts due to intense sandy soil in the area
and punctures. Let us build these two teacher classrooms
so that our children in Maratswana and Mmamoagi are
protected from extreme colds or heat while walking to
school Mr Chairperson. The reason why there is poor
school attendance and poor results in our constituency
is because they do not get quality education from the
start. If a standard one pupil walks seven km to school,
they will be tired by the time they get to school; how
are they supposed to listen when they are tired? We say
we want to be a healthy nation by year 2035; how can
they be healthy when they walk such long distances
Mr Chairperson? So please let us go and build these
classrooms that you promised to make life easier for
these pupils.
We would also appreciate it if the customary court could
be built in Letlhakeng. It is very difficult to see a Kgosi
if need arises because of lack of customary court. It is
also difficult for people with disabilities and the elderly
to see a Kgosi as the Kgosi is in a flat, how will they
reach him in wheelchairs. I know it will take time but
for now you could help us with temporary caravans that
could be used by Dikgosi.
Mr Chairperson we also need to be serious about service
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centres because they could help us in our constituencies.
We should not only visit the service centres to tell
untruths to the people and then abandon them. You were
in Sojwe recently to open a service centre but it never
operated because it does not even have a personnel.
People have to travel long distances and pay lot of money
on transport for minor tasks like to certify passport but if
their service centre was operating it was going to make
life easier for them.
MR TSOGWANE: On a point of clarification Mr
Chairperson. I would like the Honourable Minister to
be clear about his request; is he requesting for a service
centre or a service hall because these are two different
things.
MR KABLAY (LETLHAKENG-LEPHEPE): …
could be assisted, the Council wants to assume that
responsibility.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. Can the Honourable Member clarify, is he
complaining about the Service Centre or Service Hall
because there is a difference between the two.

KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II (GOODHOPEMABULE): Mr Chairperson, I thank you. I too rise to
comment on Honourable Tsogwane’s presentation.
Mr Chairperson let me start by talking about the
Department of Tribal Administration.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you speaking for
yourself?
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: I am speaking for
myself Mr Chairperson because in so doing I am
representing our constituents.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Kgosi
Lotlaamoreng II do not listen to them, they will derail
you, just focus on your debate and ignore them.
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: Thank you Mr
Chairman that is their normal character…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: These witches.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...

MR KABLAY: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Honourable
Minister, I am talking about Service Centre; Service
Hall is where we wasted all the money at Molepolole, it
does not serve any purpose.

KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: Mr Chairman, I have
been reading through the Minister’s report but there
is nowhere under the Tribal Administration where
Morolong village is included so that offices can be
constructed as they are listed here. Mr Chairman in my
view…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...

MR KABLAY: The one I am talking about is the
Service Centre which we recently launched at Sojwe so
that our people can be assisted but now it is not working
Mr Chairman therefore this is a challenge and we do not
know how to tackle it. Honourable Minister, we therefore
request that there should be staff implementation, we
should deliver our promises to the people, people should
be assisted accordingly to prevent them from travelling
long distances; from Molepolole to Mahalapye, it is far
Mr Chairperson.

MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Mokaila
you are speaking too loudly, you are even confusing the
Member on the floor.

Honourable Minister, regarding the one for Molepolole,
it is so disheartening because a lot of money was wasted
at Mafenyatlala mall, it could have been better if that
P10 million was channelled to Sojwe and Botlhapatlou.
But now the money is going to be channelled through
assisting just a handful of people and then paying
P48 000 per month. Minister of Local Government
should therefore weigh his options to see whether what
he does will benefit Batswana or not because the project
undertaken at Molepolole does not benefit Batswana Mr
Chairperson. I request that the project implemented at
Molepolole be shut down because it is a waste of money;
P48 000 every month. I thank you Mr Chairperson.

KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: When looking at Page
3 annexure II there is information about Borolong so I
am not sure which Borolong is being refereed to here
Mr Chairman. We might have false hope thinking that
it is our area but there is no area called Borolong that
side perhaps you are referring to another Borolong.
There is a village called Phijetswane Mr Chairman.
We have no village called Phijetswane at our area Mr
Chairman, from our side we have Morolong village and
Phihetswane, we do not have Phijetswane. It therefore
means from our constituency there is no village which
has been included in the Economic Stimulus Package
(ESP) Mr Chairperson.
Mr Chairperson, I would like to alert the Honourable
Minister about the existing problem in this constituency.
In most villages we have a problem of staff shortage
in Dikgotla like secretaries. There are some Dikgotla
which do not have secretaries therefore we request the
Minister to address this problem.
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Another thing Mr Chairperson, we know that we have
been complaining, in addition to shortage of staff we
have the Local Police who have been transferred to the
Botswana Police and this has bred a lot of problems
and decries because in most villages there is no Police.
Although…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of correction
Kgosi.
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: We request the
Minister to liaise with Defence, Justice and Security to
establish a unit or branch...
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
switch off that microphone!
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: To establish a unit that
will be working with Customary Courts like in the past.
Mr Chairperson another point I would like to talk about
is the issue which Dikgosi have been talking about of
Tribal Administration offices in our constituency and
villages. Mr Chairman we request that the current
situation be addressed.
Mr Chairperson, we have a problem of non-functioning
kitchens in some primary schools, whereby students
need to be catered for…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: But they cannot be
catered for because the kitchens…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Wait for a second Kgosi.
You are cheating Honourable Moswaane, you tried to
call for a point of correction when that failed you say
point of order. Read Standing Order 53.2.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Chase him out!
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moswaane, I did
not say speak, I said read Standing Order 53.2.
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: As he is reading Mr
Chairperson, may I please proceed…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter)...
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: The kitchens…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: The kitchens are not
working Mr Chairperson. We have some classrooms
in some schools which do not have electricity whilst
there is electricity in the village or even in that school
but is not there is some buildings in the school. Mr
Chairperson I…
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MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Mr Chairman
it is very important that we relay factual information in
this House because the debates are being broadcasted
to the entire nation. I stood on a point of order because
the information provided by Honourable Lotlamoreng
about the Good hope- Mabule Constituency having
nothing is not true. I would like to point out that it has
got the Sekhutlane and Phihetswane villages. Thank
you.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
sit down. If you repeat that I am going to take action
because you do not use a point of order to do corrections.
Do not repeat that mistake.
KGOSI LOTLAMORENG II: Thank you Mr
Chairperson. I was saying that it is written Phijetswane
on Page 3, Annexure 2; however we do not have a village
called Phijetswane in our area. I tried to explain that the
village is called Phihetswane, and not what is written
here. Mr Chairman in conclusion I would like to state
that we have roads in our village that I would like for
them to be tarred. We also have a hall in the village that
was built by the community in the past. It is commonly
referred to as sejadikgomo, and it was long leased out
for the council to use it. When we now request to have it
back they want us to produce proof that indeed it is ours
and I am saying that they should also produce proof that
the hall is theirs. I thank you Mr Chairperson.
MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. I would like to express my support for the
request by the Minister, I agree with him. I should state
that we have some primary schools in my area which do
not have enough classrooms. Children have to take their
lessons outside. We have a lot of school going children
in my area and schools such as Xabara Primary School
have of five classes that are taught outside. I will state
all of them Minister; Kubung Primary School;
HONOURABLE MEMBER: (Inaudible)…
MR MARKUS: No that one is better. We have two
classes taking place outside at Thamalakane Primary
School; we have eight classes in Disana, Shorobe is fine,
Makalamabedi is fine. We also have two classes taking
place outside at Phuduhudu primary school as well as
Matlapana primary school. I just wanted to mention
those ones so that you can see that it is not a conducive
environment for our children. When it rains, during cold
seasons and even windy weather they still have to sit
outside. I therefore want to appeal to you that we assist
them so that they can be able to learn properly. This
situation does not favour them at all. We have schools
in places like Disaneng that have got small kitchens
and the cooks have problems because the smoke affects
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them. That is not good for them. Perhaps you could also
consider how you can assist them because the conditions
they work under are not favourable. There is a need for
accommodation for teachers at Xabara Primary because
currently they share housing. There is a need for around
eight houses and the same applies to Kubung Primary,
Thamalakane Primary will probably need around four
…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: The time will run out
whilst you are still talking about houses.
MR MARKUS: Yes Member, there is still plenty of
time. Just allow me to talk it is my priority area Minister.
It is evident that we do not have any staff houses in
Disana and we will probably need around eight houses.
That is a bad situation. Thank you, the Minister is saying
that I should stop talking about houses, she heard me.
I would now like to talk about transport at our Dikgotla;
we do not have transport at all in our Dikgotla in Maun
East. We request that you should give us vehicles
Honourable Minister and amongst this 30 vehicles
that you mentioned give us some of them. Honourable
Members we have a challenge at the New Disana ward
because people were moved from where there were
roads to a place where there is only a gravel road. Mr
Chairperson, the people who stay there cannot not
afford to open the windows because of the dust. It is a
very bad situation and we request that you perhaps tar
the road or if you cannot tar it rather use interlocking
bricks Honourable Minister…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MARKUS: Just keep quiet; you will have your
turn. I do not even know what you are talking about.
Please tar the road for us because the people who stay
there cannot even sit outside to have a meal. Please
assist with the tarred road that goes around the village
whilst we are awaiting the in-roads. Those people
are suffering and so we really ask that they should be
assisted. We request street lights and we have been
talking about this issue for a while and nothing is being
done about it. We live in utter darkness in Maun where
the elders would say, “ke lefifi la tshwara ngwana ke
bolaya mmaagwe,”and that is not right…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, Honourable Markus, the
proper way of emphasising that kind of darkness is,
‘lefifi la ntshwarela ngwana,’ and not “tshwara ngwana
ke bolaya mmaagwe!”
MR MARKUS: I have understood. Thank you. The
place is so dark Honourable Minister and that is not a

good thing. We request that you install tower lights for
us around the village. Maun is so behind when it comes
to developments. We do not have anything much; we are
so behind in terms of all developments. Even putting up
the lights will be a huge development. We are asking
you to help us Honourable Minister, hasten to assist us.
Honourable Members, I agree with you colleagues;
Ipelegeng should be given more funds. It should be
clear or evident that these people are being empowered;
hence they should be given something better. Their
allowance should be increased so that when they get
it they would be able to do something for themselves.
Their allowance is too little, so I think we should assist
them in this regard.
Honourable Members, the environment which our
Dikgosi work in is not good at all. Let us assist Dikgosi.
They are the ones who are maintaining law and order
back in the villages. The reason why there is peace and
tranquillity back in the villages; it is because of their
doing. I would also like to thank the Minister for the
ESP. You saw it fit to remember Khwai, to build a Kgotla
office there. We are very grateful for that.
The other thing, the last one which I can maybe talk
about Honourable Minister, Khwai does not have a
primary school. I have talked about this issue so many
times in this Parliament. Young children, as little as
five years old go to a primary school which is 200
kilometres away from their mothers. Now this is a very
sad situation. If we could maybe build a school which
starts from standard one to four, so that they could at
least grow a little and be a bit stronger; so that when
they go to a far place it would be much better. That is the
request I am making Honourable Members.
Let me now talk to those who work in the radio; they do
not know how to pronounce my name. Please stop saying
Konstatious, no, they are really failing to pronounce it.
You should just refer to me as Konsta Markus that will
be enough. That is the name I am renowned with. Thank
you very much Honourable Members.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank
you Mr Chairperson. Let me start with the issue of Local
Economic Development which is found on Paragraph
26 in the Minister’s Speech. It is a good concept, which
points out the development of the economy from the
roots according to the needs and wants of people. People
are involved in the whole process. A person should be
involved so that it is known that we are developing this
individual the way they want to be developed. The sad
part is that the words which were uttered by the Minister,
she is not the first one to say them. The Ministers
have uttered these statements without necessarily
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understanding what they were saying because in the
current government there is no consultation. People
are just given what they are given, there is no dialogue
concerning what the people really want to have. If
such was happening, we would not be seeing so many
people crying with regard to developments which are
not coming to them, yet it is being said they are being
developed. You should pay close attention to this matter
if it is your guiding principle. You should use it properly,
understanding it. Do not do things which you are not
sure about.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order. I failed to utter
the correct word; I had intended to say correction. I just
wanted to say he should not dwell much on the issue of
the waiting list. The waiting list belongs to Honourable
Maele; he is still going to talk. Those representing
Gaborone are the ones who can ask such questions
because we address them collectively when we talk
about SHHA. Others belong to Honourable Maele’s
Ministry.

The other thing which is preventing our villages from
developing is that employees stay in rural areas or in
one place for a long time. This is what makes people
complacent. In Sekwena we say they are lax (go thuba
kobo segole). That is why developments in our areas
are trailing behind. You should pay close attention to
this issue of shifting and transferring people. Council
Secretaries should not stay in one place for a long time.
You should transfer them to other places because others
are genuinely hard working; we also need to have such
in our areas. Even with other personnel you should do
likewise

MR CHAIRPERSON: You cheated, you had said
point of order, and then you made a correction instead.

The other thing which would help in developing rural
areas is considering the vastness of the area and its
population. If that was done I believe the budget of
Molepolole would be larger than that of other villages.
We know Molepolole is a big village which surpasses
all other villages in terms of population, therefore the
developments there should at an advanced level than in
other villages. It should be clear that this village is a
home to many people, but that is not happening. Right
now Honourable Kablay is saying developments have
been stacked in Molepolole where there are no people.
I was thinking if the population census was used, he
would understand that Molepolole would be eligible to
be given a larger portion than what she is being given
right now.
Honourable Minister, people in Molepolole South
are lamenting. Most of them grew up in their parents’
homes, and they also raised their own children in the
homes of their parents. Honourable Minister, please
listen to me and stop eating dried cooked maize (kabu).
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
DR MMATLI: I was saying people do not have plots
Honourable Minister. Some of them have been waiting
for more than ten years. The waiting list in Molepolole
has more than 19 000 people if you count starting from
2006 since people have been on the list. It shows that
in Molepolole there are no plots. It is not surprising
because the population of Molepolole is quite big.
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DR MMATLI: Thank you Honourable Minister, I
welcome that point. Let me talk about internal roads; the
roads in Molepolole which were built by the Council are
embarrassing. When you reach there you will find holes.
When it rains small cars find it hard to use the roads.
I have already spoken in this House that in Molepolole it
is dark, even the streets are dark. People are now scared.
Those who knock off around seven, as winter time
comes they are attacked by criminals. Therefore pay
close attention to this issue of street lights. There is this
issue that solar lamps which switch themselves off that
I saw in Diphuduhudu will be brought to Molepolole.
If they will be brought and be put in our streets; the
improved ones not the ones which get switched off
when you go under them; these would really help. If we
could wait for Honourable Mokaila to bring electricity
to Molepolole it would not suffice because the whole of
Botswana has no electricity.
The other issue that you talked about under social
welfare is with regard to the disabled people. When
someone is disabled, that poses a great challenge to that
individual as well as those he or she lives with; those
who take care of that person. Most of the time when
someone is a caretaker for a disabled person, they cannot
even be formerly employed; they cannot even work at
Ipelegeng. When you take care of a disabled person you
should also cater for the caregiver, one who is always
with that disabled person 24/7. I request that they be
given allowance that will improve their livelihoods
and also a gesture of appreciation because P300 is not
enough for someone living with disability. Research has
revealed that disability has its own challenges when it
comes to monetary terms. I have conducted that research
and got the same conclusions as well. They are not able
to access the facilities that a normal person can use,
like using taxis. Drivers normally complain about their
wheel chairs and as a result, they have to make special
arrangement with the taxis for transporting them.
Concerning the issue of Ipelegeng, if we were in power
as the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC), we
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would emphasise on permanent job creation. I am at
liberty to say that because the Mother of the House is
absent and she always admonishes me for usage of the
word, “emphasize”. I am proposing that the Ipelegeng
allowance be increased, P500 is not enough and it does
not give any dignity. Again, a lot of people are enrolled
under Ipelegeng, even form five students are enrolled as
long as they have an identity card. Ipelegeng enrolment
is just too little, at schools…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Just ignore him, he is
mad.
DR MMATLI: There are some schools in Molepolole
that need to be refurbished because they are not fit to
be occupied by students. They are in a dilapidated state
because some of them the ceiling is falling off and the
windows are broken. I would like to submit my request
so that Molepolole is included under the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) to refurbish the classrooms
and also increase them. When I informed people about
ESP, I told them that…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of Order! Please be
attentive, Mr Chairperson because when Honourable
Kgathi stood on a point of clarification, Honourable
Mokgware told the Honourable Member on the floor to
ignore him because he is crazy. That is not parliamentary
because it is not good to address each other on side
remarks.
MR CHAIRPERSON: I did not hear him. Honourable
Mokgware, if you repeat that statement, you will lend
yourself in trouble.
DR MMATLI: Therefore I request that these
classrooms be renovated and those who do not have
classrooms to have classrooms built for them. Teachers
should also have adequate accommodation for them so
that they stop sharing. Some of them commute to as far
as Tlokweng every day from Molepolole.
The view that Dikgosi are subjected to poor conditions
of service is very true because some of them are paid
allowance and do not have a pay slip. If you do not have
a payslip you are as good as not working because you
cannot get financial assistance anywhere. They have to
know your salary. Some do not even anything and yet
they play a pivotal role, so may I urge you Honourable
Minister to work on that…interruption… My God!
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. I support the submission
made by the Minister of Local Government and Rural

Development, Honourable Tsogwane and his entire
Ministry. This is the Ministry that is closer to the
community just like the Ministry of Agriculture.
I would like to firstly start on the department of Tribal
Administration but mainly focused on Dikgosi. On
page eight on the report that was presented by the
Minister, he has highlighted that they have played a
pivotal role in providing an important interface between
their communities and Government. There is no doubt
about that they have continued to play a fundamental
role which has brought us this far. They have played an
essential role in bringing peace and tranquillity to this
nation therefore some of the things have to be under
their powers.
It is worrisome to find offices for Dikgosi with no
furniture so much that even at winter they shiver from
cold weather and sometimes they are forced to go outside
to bask in the sun for warmth. That does not reflect the
important role that Dikgosi play in our community but
they ought to be respected.
When it is summer, they are forced to take off their
jacket but that is against our culture. Anyone who
address Kgosi has to put on a jacket otherwise they will
appear like they do not come in peace. Let the respect
that we accord them be reflected by the resources
availed to them because they have to be at par. They
need air conditions in their offices.
They do not have transport in general. If they happen
to have a vehicle, they have to share it and Kgosi does
not have control over it but they have a lot of things that
need to be done using that vehicle. They do not have
even the simple airtime allowance but we pronounce
the respect that we give them too much than the actual
practice. They do not have telephones…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of clarification. Did you
raise these issues with the Cabinet or at the party rally?
MR RALOTSIA: This is not a BDP congress, we are in
Parliament. Anyway, his issues in most cases are about
BDP because he is our very own and he misses us. I
wonder if he ever talked about them when he was still
our member. In any case, I would like to talk about the
issue of airtime because I do not have much time left.
The other issue that is a bit worrisome is the security of
Dikgosi. I am saying this because I have seen the security
of magistrates being compromised by the victims who
sometimes act outrageously to threaten magistrates.
Then when it comes to Dikgosi, they conduct their cases
in an open space and sometimes without the company
of police officers. Therefore we need to strengthen that
because we know that they sit over cases as well.
Hansard No 182

33

Monday 29rdFebruary, 2016

ORGANISATION 0800 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT - Committee of Supply

In other countries, all those who conduct cases are
protected at work and even at home. I remember an
instance where people thought someone was going to
whisper something to Kgos and were surprised when he
clapped Kgosi. Now this…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RALOTSIA: It was later found out that the person
is not from Kanye but it happened in Kanye. We are
seven under Kgosi Malope including Lobatse.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RALOTSIA: This also includes Moshupa and
Jwaneng Honourable Vice President. Therefore the
honour that we bestow on our Dikgosi should match
their status. I was once a councillor and Chairman of
Council. Councillors are doing a great job because while
we are in Parliament they are the ones in charge of our
constituencies; they run political and social duties. Their
vehicles are mostly used in everything that you can
think of; from transporting a bride, corpse to a patient,
therefore they deserve recognition. Some councillors
have three types of accommodation; his or her home,
Council house and another house used while at the Sub
Council. My plea is that we should recognise them for
the work they are doing on our behalf.
Mr Chairperson, Kanye village does not have a flat
topography. This therefore causes rain water to restrain
movement by breaking rocks. My request Honourable
is that Kanye roads need to be taken into consideration
given the challenges that it has. People are forced to
take out their belongings from their homes to where
there are roads. Some people cannot park their cars
inside their homes. In my constituency, there is a
village called Ranaka which is always dark; they do not
have street lights. Kgomokasitwa residents are in dire
need of a tarred road. They do not have even a small
piece of a tarred road. These people have long decried
this situation and my request is that remember these
people at least by construction of internal roads while
Honourable Mabeo considers constructing one that will
connect Molapowabojang and Magotlhwane.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR RALOTSIA: Of course, even up to Potsane Vice
President, you know very well because Mr Masisi
Senior was the Member of Parliament of that area
and I have now taken over. There is a small river that
passes between Magotlhwane and Ranaka. There is a
need to have a bridge that connects these villages. Like
someone mentioned, people on one side find it hard to
cross over to the other side during rainy seasons. Some
are forced to go back and pass through Kgomokasitwa

34

Hansard No 182

and Molapowabojang if possible. Mr Chairperson, those
areas need to be considered.
Let me talk about primary school results, there is no
how we cannot compare school results with the school
environment. Sometimes it is so much better to have
nothing at all than having dilapidated…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up Honourable
Ralotsia.
MR MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. Let me briefly say, I hear you Minister when
you say 30 offices will be built under the programme
you mentioned. This report shows that 17 out of these
30 offices will be built in the Central District. Not even a
single office will be built in the entire Kgatleng District;
Kgatleng East and Kgatleng West. I must state that this
is a worrying factor Minister because you are well privy
to the fact that even the main Kgotla in Mochudi does
not have offices. When the eviction from the offices
was done by the inspectors who said that they were not
habitable, a box like structure was erected at the back. It
is disappointing, painful and embarrassing that you can
take 17 offices to one district yet Kgatleng District does
not have a single office. I do not think Bakgatla will be
pleased to hear this.
Tribal Administration just like my colleagues have
stated is on the receiving end of a short stick. The issue
concerning Tribal offices furniture is embarrassing.
Minister, we thought there will be funds proposed to
buy furniture for Dikgotla offices. It is so embarrassing,
something needs to be done. The offices which are
currently available in our area were long constructed
using an old plan and are very congested. There are
two tribal offices at Kgomodiatshaba for Police,
Environmental Department, social worker, Tribal and
some that I forgot. The congestion in that place will not
produce effective results if we are to use the pace we
are using right now. I plead that in your response may
you address when you are going to consider building an
office at the main Kgotla.
The entire Kgatleng District does not have a bus
rank at all. The council in its disappointment tried to
connect with private sectors to construct the bus rank
through the programme of Public Private Partnership
(PPP) unfortunately it is not easy. The businessman
must also consider the benefits of engaging in such a
project. The bus rank has long been removed from
the National Development Plan 9 (NDP 9) and it
was never reinstated. Moving on now to the Remote
Area Development Programme (RADP), my question
is; Honourable Tshireletso, what happened to the
wonderful idea of affirmative action you once came up
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with? I have a remote village called Kgomodiatshaba.
The youth in that area consider Ipelegeng to be their
best shot at employment.
For them to travel from Kgomodiatshaba to Mochudi,
even the Tirelo Sechaba volunteers, it becomes costly
for them. There is no transport to Mochudi. There used
to be some transport arrangement for them but it has
since been stopped. Through the dispensation of the
Affirmative Action, can you not consider these people?
I was in Kgomodiatshaba this morning and they were
getting paid. After that they told me that they do not
have transport to go to Mochudi to get groceries, and
clothing. They end up spending the money unnecessarily
because they have nowhere else to use it. One of their
requests is transport, Honourable Minister, you once
told this House that transport will be availed but since
then, nothing has been done
Livestock Feed Subsidy
Honourable minister, in our Livestock Advisory Centres
(LACs), there is hardly ever anything in stock. They
do not stock at all. This programme does not benefit
farmers in any way especially the small stock farmers.
You have talked about livestock subsidy, where farmers
are supposed to get agriculture material at a subsidized
price, but nothing is ever in stock, this is the problem we
have. Under the same problem, those who have money
come and get all the stock in the LACs, and the subsidy
then benefits only those and those who survive though
hand to mouth do not benefit anything. This issue has to
be looked into.
Village Development Committee (VDC) Allowances
I want to add on to what Honourable Nkaigwa said
earlier on, under the current leadership, the VDC is part
of local governance. In every meeting, whether there is a
Kgotla meeting addressed by the President, the Minister
and the Member of Parliament, the VDC has to be there
and welcome that person. Honourable Minister, will you
not consider paying the VDC members who sit for more
than ten times in a month, a P220 allowance plus the P500
payable to Ipelegeng? These people work full time and
they do not have time to do focus on their lives and serve
the nation, they should be enrolled under the Ipelegeng
payroll as well. Honourable Minister, my constituents
want to know if they should still continue with livestock
farming. No, that is for Honourable Maele, sorry. I will
not dwell on it. Bakgatla Beef Producers Association
are concerned with the way borehole allocation is done
on multiple boreholes where one borehole is allocated
more than one person. That is not for you, pardon me. In
conclusion Honourable Minister, it is true; Dikgosi have
to be given the powers they deserve. Dikgosi deserve

to be paid well and have better conditions of service
befitting Bogosi. They are the only people who can knit
the communities well as well as build the entire nation.
Therefore side-lining them will not benefit us at all. I
agree with Honourable Ralotsia, our councillors have
got heavy duties to perform. When we take a sitting
allowance for a councillor, it does not even amount to
accommodation allowance when there is a sitting. For
this Honourable Minister, you have to look and review
the conditions of service for councillors. It is therefore
your responsibility as the minister to see to it that local
governance is better placed to grow and run itself,
its leaders should have better conditions of service.
Councillors are very important people at districts.
As we speak, for a councillor to call a Kgotla meeting,
some of them hide due to lack of funds for petrol. These
are some of the things that as the Botswana Democratic
Party government, the Cabinet, the government who
has a say in the budget, should consider, look at the
conditions of service for these people. With those few
words, I thank you.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
Chairperson. Let me applaud the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development for having
distributed the little that they were allocated according
to the needs that were before them. Let me start off with
Tribal Administration, the Customary Courts section;
for us to have these laws, our Dikgosi need to work
under conducive environments.
Since my constituency has been lucky to receive a Kgotla
building under the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP), let me implore the Honourable Minister to also
consider constructing offices to cater for both Dikgosi
and staff who will be in that Kgotla. The reason I am
saying this is because in our current Kgotla settings the
furniture is not so appealing and most of the furniture
there is taken from the boarded furniture in different
departments. Honourable members we are talking of
service delivery at the end of the day. I want us to give
the officers a feel to do more when they are in the offices.
The state of offices ends up hampering on the service
delivery of Dikgosi as well. I will give you an example
from my constituency, in Kubung and Kotolaname, the
offices have been there but they have not been electrified.
The situation still prevails Honourable Members, please
consider this Honourable Minister. The staff at Dikgotla
should have computers in their offices. There are many
cases which need technological know-how to be saved
there and not to rely on manual books which get used up
and are kept in storerooms and at the time when they are
needed, you cannot find them.
Hansard No 182

35

Monday 29rdFebruary, 2016

ORGANISATION 0800 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT - Committee of Supply

The other thing that I wanted to mention Mr Chairperson
is that of proper recording at Dikgotla. Like I said
that they use books to record proceedings, it becomes
difficult to later trace them for reference. So, Information
and Communications Technology (ICT) can be used to
save these records and by the time they are needed, they
can be found.
Honourable Members, the other issue that I want to
talk about in my constituency is street lighting. At the
time when internal roads in Thamaga were constructed,
street lighting was part of the package, and they were
left out because there were no funds. Now I know that
the Economic Stimulus Package (ESP) is there and
therefore, I requested that they be done Minister not
because...
MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure. Mr Chairperson, are
you now aware that what I said last time about Ministers
doing one another favours in the ESP is real? Are you
aware?
MR CHAIRPERSON: I am not aware Honourable
Member and that is not a point of procedure. I do not
know what you are trying to do Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. The other
thing that I wanted to talk about...
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Point
of order. Thank you Mr Chairperson. I wish Mr
Chairperson for this House to be put back in order
because Honourable Mmolotsi has made it a habit
to abuse points of procedure or order and then insert
words that do not belong there, and should therefore
be expunged, that are malicious and that are damaging
in the innuendo. So, I wish Mr Chairperson for you to
order Mr Mmolotsi to expunge those words because he
abuses the points of procedure.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! Leader of
the House it is true that Honourable Mmolotsi has a
tendency of abusing procedure and point of order. So,
since I have already talked to him about that, let us
proceed. Next time, I will take measures against him
and not just to expunge the content because he is not
new in this House and he is even the Opposition Whip.
Let us proceed, I will be watching him from now on and
I will put him in order.
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I was still
talking about street lighting as you know that Thamaga
and not Thamaga alone, the crime rate is very high
nowadays, murder and other crimes. So, street lighting
is necessary Minister. It is essential that they are there
Minister.
Honourable Members, the other thing that I would like
to talk about is that Thamaga is a very big village and
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we have long talked about a sub district in Thamaga. I
have observed that we seem to ignore the big villages
that are near the city...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR MABEO: …remember that as these cities grow,
they grow towards these villages. We need resources...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR MABEO: …so that we stop rural-urban migration.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgoroba speak
directly into the microphone.
MR KGOROBA: Procedure. Sometimes when we
speak into the microphone we are told we should not
be too close. I was saying that Honourable Moswaane`s
phone is disturbing me because it has been ringing, but
he has since left.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Honourable
Kgoroba, I had not realised that he has moved from his
seat.
MR MABEO: I was still saying that Thamaga needs a
sub-district. Thamaga has grown. I was saying that to
reduce rural urban migration, more especially that we
have a challenge of accommodation and roads; we need
to take services to the people.
I have observed that we are neglecting villages that
are closer to the city like Mmopane, Metsimotlhabe,
Thamaga and Gabane. We should develop these villages
because the city is developing towards them. They
should be developed into sub-districts. We need a subdistrict in Thamaga.
The other challenge is that we have a problem with
storm water drainage. Sometimes during construction
of roads, they are raised too high and when the rains
come, the water from these roads flows into the yards.
Therefore, we request that proper storm water drainage
should be done to channel this water to where it should
go. I am talking about internal roads Honourable
Members.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. Can the Minister be clear as to whether he
mean roads like the Gaborone-Molepolole roads?
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I am talking
about something that I am sure of. I am talking about
internal roads at Thamaga which channel water into
people`s yards.
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In conclusion, we need to hasten to provide resources to the Reception classes that we have started. We should have
toilets seats that are suitable to these children and other facilities.
The other thing is that when people should go and work at remote areas, we have a challenge of people who do not
want to go to those places. If services are provided, it becomes easy for people to go and work there unless it is a
promotion and nowadays, they can even turn down a promotion if there are no services. We should have services
so that workers especially Government employees can go to such places to develop people at these remote areas.
Thank you Mr Chairperson.
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): Thank you Mr Chairperson. I would like to advise that I know in most
instances when we have budgeted for certain developments, it is very rare that we achieve in rolling out all those
development that we intended, and we have to prioritise as to which developments will see the light of day in that
particular financial year. So I will request the Honourable Minister, for instance, I have seen developments taking
place in my constituency, especially a few classrooms here and there, and as the leadership we have not been
consulted as to which projects will be given priority. I would like to advise that, Mogoditshane is a very congested and
landless area and it is high time that in this day and age, whatever developments we come up with in Mogoditshane,
we should try and maximise as much space as possible. The classrooms that are being built for instance are single
storeys and in all the schools in Mogoditshane, we no longer have space for further developments. The most ideal
thing that could have been done would have been to build a double storey or even triple storey. Funds not permitting,
we could of course have laid the foundation for a double storey and settled for asbestos or what, I do not know what
this material that is being used is called, it is not asbestos. Then we could have used it in the meantime, until such
time that we had enough funds to erect the double storey but having at least built on a solid foundation for a double
storey. So in that regard, we would have made good provision for future developments and space saving.
I have a problem in my constituency with social workers and I have on many occasions approached you Mr Minister
with regards to my relationship with the social workers. Notwithstanding the overload that the poor people have
been burdened with, they deal with Nyeletso Lehuma projects and Gender Affairs, and I feel there should be people
who specifically deal with such projects and to allow the social workers to focus more on their mandate because
they are not performing in any of those. Nyeletso Lehuma and Gender Affairs there is backlog and their mandate
which is social work, we have people with multiple problems and even in schools they are not able to attend to the
demands of their jobs. So, going forward, let us try and separate them from these multiple projects because they are
also understaffed just for the social work programme on its own.
The other problem I have is with my Village Development Committee (VDC) and I have reiterated that to you
Mr Minister. Mogoditshane is a bit different from many rural places. Land and property are very valuable in
Mogoditshane. We have a lot of plots allocated to the VDC. We have a number of them with minor developments
but there is no accountability on the side of VDC properties for the last five years. Nobody is accounting as to what
is happening, yet they are being let out to private individuals and money is being paid. It may not be that much
money because they are not developed to an extent where they could properly bring in that much income, but there
is a certain amount of income that is coming and nobody is accounting and following up…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order, Honourable Kgoroba.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Thank you very much Mr Speaker. I beg to move that this House do
now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until Tuesday 1st March, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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ANNEXURE 1: RECURRENT BUDGET
DEPARTMENTAL ALLOCATIONS

DEPT

2015/2016

2016/2017

% Growth/ Decrease

-39%

307,509,090

188,368,350

10,092,900

8,708,080

25,549,230

26,181,550

& 3,799,092,770

3,446,927,670

353,610,560

376,855,220

7%

Local Govt. Technical Services

9,219,920

10,410,640

13%

Rural Development

4,582,860

4,872,880

6%

916,766,930

917,111,170

0%

11,659,420

10,484,670

-10%

5,438,083,680

4,989,920,230

Local Govt.
Planning

Development

Primary Health Care Services
Local Govt. Finance
Procurement Services
Tribal Administration

Social Protection
Community Development
MINISTRY TOTAL

-14%
2%
-9%

-8%

N:B THE NEGATIVE SIGN DENOTES A DECREASE
ANNEXURE II
2016/2017 DEVELOPMENT BUDGET ESTIMATES – PROGRAMME BY
PROGRAMME
Institution

Project Title

Status/Comments

2016/2017
Budget

CONSULTANCIES – (0800 – 09253)
1

MLGRD

MLG Consultancies The
development 90.000.00
– Decentralisation of this policy is
Policy
partly
funded
by
Commonwealth Local
Government
Forum
with UNDP providing
technical
support.
The
International
Consultant has been
identified and is to start
work in January 2016.
The
Ministry
is
working
on
the
modalities to identify
local consultant / team
and appoint secretariat.
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Valuation
of Funds requested to 180,000.00
Property Rates – carry out valuation of
Phase II
properties for rating
purposes at Sowa Town
Council, Francistown
City Council and Selebi
Phikwe Town Council.

Sub Total Budget for Consultancies

270,000.00

SOCIAL WELFARE DEVELOPMENT – (0800-09255)
3

MLGRD

C o u n t r y w i d e Construction
of
Destitute Housing
destitute houses is
ongoing at different
stages in all Districts.
Funds are required for
a batch of new houses
across the countrywide
including
Remote
Area
settlements,
in the financial year
2016/2017.

Sub Total Budget for Social Welfare and Development

90,000,000.00

90,000,000.00

CUSTOMARY COURTS - (0800-09258)

1,687,500.00

4

Kgalagadi

Construction office
and
purchase
of furniture for
Kolonkwaneng.

The project is on
arbitration and the
funds are required for
claims that may result
from the resolution of
the dispute.

5

North West

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- North West

New. ESP Project. 2,700,000.00
Customary
courts
to be constructed at
Ngamiland (Khwai),
Samochima and Etsha
I.
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6

Kgalagadi

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- Kgalagadi

7

Southern

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- Southern

8

North East

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- North East

New. ESP Project. 2,700,000.00
Customary courts to be
constructed at Senyawe
and Mambo

9

Gaborone

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- Gaborone

New. ESP Project. 1,620,000.00
Customary court to
be
constructed
at
Broadhurst.

10

Chobe

C o n s t r u c t i o n New. ESP Project. 2,700,000.00
of
Tribal Customary courts to be
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n constructed at Plateau.
Offices- Chobe
New. ESP Project.
Customary courts to be
constructed at Plateau.

New. ESP Project. 2,160,000.00
Customary
courts
to be constructed at
Kgalagadi, Struizedam
and Zutshwa.

New. ESP Project. 6,480,000.00
Customary
courts
to
be
constructed
at
Sekhutlane,
Mabutsane
(Sese),
C o n s t r u c t i o n Sesung,
Borolong
of
Tribal (Phijetshwane)
and
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Lejwana.
Offices- Southern

New. ESP Project.
Customary courts to be
constructed at Plateau.
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11

Central

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- Central

New. ESP Project. 14,580,000.00
Customary
courts
to
be
constructed
at
Tshimoyapula,
Nkange, Boteti-East;
M m e a , Ts w a p o n g
North;
Moremi,
Mahalapye
East
(Chadibe), Shashe West
(Natale), Mahalapye
East; Makwate, Boteti
West;
Mmadikola,
Dibete, Shashemooke,
Nata Gweta; Manxotai
and Mokgware.

12

Kweneng

Construction
of
Tribal
Administration
Offices- Kweneng

New. ESP Project. 4,320,000.00
Customary
courts
to be constructed at
Letlhakeng (Sesung),
Thamaga-Kumakwane
(Gakgatla)
and
M m o p a n e Lentsweletau.

13

Ghanzi

C o n s t r u c t i o n New. ESP Project. 1,620,000.00
of
Tribal Customary court to be
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n constructed at Kuke.
Offices- Ghanzi

Sub Total Budget for Customary Courts

40,567,500.00

PRIMARY SCHOOLS FACILITIES – (0800 – 09259)

BACKLOG FACILITIES

14

Institution

Project Title

Status/Comments

2016/2017
Budget

MLGRD

Primary
Schools Final Accounts to be 4,665,865.00
Facilities Backlog paid to Contractors and
Eradication Project- Consultants
Package: 1-65

Proposed
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15

MLGRD

P r e - P r i m a r y Construction
of 22,759,920.00
Schools
Pre-primary
school
facilities is ongoing
at different stages.
Construction
will
continue next financial
year.

30

LOBATSE

Primary
Schools
Facilities Backlog
Eradication ProjectLobatse

Construction
of 3,641,663.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

31

F/TOWN

Primary
Schools
Facilities Backlog
Eradication Project
- Francistown

Construction
of 24,081,134.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

32

KGALAGADI

Primary
Schools
Facilities Backlog
Eradication Project
- Kgalagadi

Construction
of 1,137,175.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

33

KGATLENG

Primary
Schools
Facilities Backlog
Eradication Project
- Kgatleng

Construction
of 16,672,190.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

34

CHOBE

Chobe - Primary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 4,772,179.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.
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North West - Primary
SchoolsFacilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 19,732,904.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.
Construction
of
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

36

SOUTH EAST

South East District
- Primary Schools
Facilities Backlog
Eradication Project

Construction
of 13,421,632.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.
Construction
of
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

37

KWENENG

of 12,875,878.00
Kweneng - Primary Construction
toilets,
Schools Facilities classrooms,
flats
is
Backlog Eradication teacher’s
ongoing at different
Project
level of progress.

38

GHANZI

Ghanzi - Primary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 16,914,263.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

39

NORTH EAST

North East - Primary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 12,772,663.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

40

SELEBI PHIKWE

Selebi
PhikwePrimary
Schools
Facilities Backlog
Eradication Project

Construction
of 20,602,448.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.
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41

GABORONE

Gaborone-Primary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 19,701,833.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

42

SOUTHERN

Southern- Primary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 17,822,075.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

43

CENTRAL

CentralPrimary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 45,351,796.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

44

JWANENG

Jwaneng- Primary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

Construction
of 6,931,173.00
classrooms,
toilets,
teacher’s
flats
is
ongoing at different
level of progress.

45

SOWA

SowaPrimary
Schools Facilities
Backlog Eradication
Project

The budget is to start 2,354,135.00
construction
of
a
classroom and teachers
quarter next financial
year.

TOTAL FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Institution

Project Title

276,210,925.00
Status/Comments

2016/2017
Budget

RURAL ADMINISTRATION CENTRES - (0800-09263)
47

44

MLGRD
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Funds for conclusion 162,000.00
of the consultants’ final
account.
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Tonota RAC

Funds for final account 351,000.00
closure. Amounts for
both consultancy &
construction.

Sub Total Budget for Rural Administration Centres Programme

513,000.00

REMOTE AREA DEVELOPMENT – (0800-09264)
49

MLGRD

C o m m u n i t y Funds
required 900,000.00
D e v e l o p m e n t for
economic
Project
empowerment
of
remote
area
communities through
individual and group
projects.

Sub Total Budget for Remote Area Development Programme

900,000.00

IPELEGENG - (0800-09265)

50

Institution

Project Title

Status/Comments

MLGRD

Minor construction,
maintenance
of
public
facilities,
debushing and grass
cutting,
desilting
of culverts and
payment of wages.

Projects ongoing at 612,964,318
different stages. Funds
required for continuing
the Programme.

Sub Total Budget for Ipelegeng

2016/2017
Budget

Proposed

612,964,318.00

VILLAGE INFRASTRUCTURE - (0800-09268)
Institution

Project Title

Status/Comments

2016/2017
Budget

Proposed
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73

Kweneng

Molepolole
Rank

74

Kweneng

L e t l h a k e n g Projects
activities 40,872,558.00
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ongoing but project
Development
behind schedule

75

Kweneng

Gabane
Internal New project introduced 34,905,600.00
Roads & Storm through ESP
water drainage

76

Central

Construction
of Actual progress stands 21,487,140.00
Bobonong Internal at 89.6% against 90.6%
Roads
planned. Project behind
schedule.

77

Central

Tutume
Internal New project introduced 53,025,300.00
Roads & Storm through ESP
water drainage
New project introduced
through ESP

78

Kgalagadi

Kang
Internal New project introduced 35,227,800.00
Roads & Storm through ESP
water drainage

Bus The project is now 15,149,742.00
practically
complete
and handed over. Funds
to settle final account
next financial year.

Sub Total Budget for Village Infrastructure

200,668,140.00

GRAND TOTAL FOR THE MINISTRY

1,222,093,883.00
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