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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
SPEAKER’S REMARKS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Honourable
Members, you are not supposed to come late. Just look
at how many minutes you are late, this has even taken
the time for the business of today. That is not right.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
ESTABLISHMENT OF SELEBI PHIKWE
AGRO-PROCESSING PLANT AND UPDATE ON
TALANA FARMS
MR K. MZWINILA (MMADINARE): asked the
Minister of Agriculture to state:(i) the reasons and spirit for the establishment of the
Selebi Phikwe Agro-Processing plant with respect
to the supply or suppliers of the project’s raw
materials;
(ii) why Talana Farms has stopped production and
how many workers have been retrenched;
(iii) the extent to which Talana Farms used to supply
vegetables in the country;
(iv) whether the importation of fruits and vegetables
has increased or decreased since the stopping of
production at Talana Farms;
(v) whether the closure of Talana Farms is congruent
with the import substitution drive of the
Government; and
(vi) When Talana Farms will be fully operational and
the number of jobs which will be created at full
production.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(MR AUTLWETSE): Madam Speaker, the reason for
establishment of Selebi Phikwe Agro-Processing Plant
is to put horticultural produce when not all produce
was bought. My Ministry carried out consultations
with farmers in the SPEDU region over supply of raw
materials for the plant. Recent consultations engaged
with 100 farmers of horticulture. So far all the farmers
have enlisted to supply the plant, including those from
Tuli Block area.
Raw materials needed for the plant are cabbages, onions,

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
tomatoes, beetroot, carrots, green pepper, chilli pepper
and any other leafy vegetables.
There are other farmers from areas (Pandamatenga,
North West district) outside SPEDU region who have
indicated their interest to supply the plant.
Talana Farms stopped production in 2015 and was
operated by an investor in partnership with Botswana
Development Corporation (BDC) who owned 33
per cent shares. Furthermore, the quality of produce
continued to decline overtime, resulting in retail shops
avoiding such produce.
As an intervention, my Ministry provided advice to
the investor on best cropping plan, which the investor
rejected leading to failure to stagger production, flooding
of markets and lack of crop rotation with subsequent
increase in pests infestation.
There has been no retrenchment of employees but about
100 employees left due to non-activity.
Madam Speaker, Talana Farms gradually reduced
production from 2012 till 2014 whilst the entire subsector grew by 18 per cent annually. Therefore,
importation of fruits and vegetables were not directly
affected by Talana Farms’ closure. Importation was
decreased by increased local production.
The increase in fresh produce retailers subsequently led
to expansion of production levels by farmers already
in production. During the same period of Talana Farms
closure the number of days of import restriction for
protected crops increased. Therefore the impact of
Talana Farms closure on import substitution cannot be
directly measured.
The matter of Talana Farms is currently before courts
of law and I cannot indicate as to when the farm will be
fully operational.
At full production, the farm had employed about 500
people of whom 300 were permanent and the rest on
temporary basis. The same number is anticipated once
the farm has been resuscitated and is fully operational.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE:
Supplementary.
Honourable Minister, I understand what you are saying
even though I do not quite comprehend your figures.
When this agro-processing plant was initially established
where did we intend to get the raw materials? Were we
going to get them from somewhere near the plant or the
intention was to collect them all over the country?
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker that is a national
Hansard No 182
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plant. As it is the norm those who are located near the
plant will get priority but if they do not manage to
deliver then farmers elsewhere are welcome to bring
their produce. As I stated, the Pandamatenga farmers
and those from the North West have also indicated that
they will bring their produce.
UPDATE ON BATSWANA TEACHERS
EMPLOYED IN ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOLS
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Labour and Home Affairs to state:(i) the number of Batswana teachers employed in
English medium schools and the percentage of
Batswana teachers compared to foreign teachers;
(ii) if there are no qualified Batswana who can work
in such schools;
(iii) why such foreigners are given work permits to
work if there are qualified Batswana;
(iv) whether he is aware that some English medium
schools use unqualified teachers; if so, how did
they request work permits; and
(v) What is being done to protect many teachers who
are qualified and not employed?
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Madam Speaker, there are seven
hundred and sixty eight (768) Batswana teachers
employed in English medium schools in Botswana, out
of a total of three thousand one hundred and sixteen
(3116) teachers. Therefore, the percentage of Batswana
teachers employed in English medium schools is twentyfour point six per cent (24.6%), whereas foreigners
account for seventy-five point four per cent (75.4%).
There are qualified Batswana teachers in various
subjects who can work in English medium schools.
However, there is still shortage of local teachers in areas
such as Physics and Chemistry related subjects.
Madam Speaker, it is a mandatory requirement
that prospective employers should advertise vacant
positions in their work places for interested individuals
to apply. Where there are qualified Batswana who apply,
foreigners would not be issued with work permits. The
process of applying for Work and Residence permits for
foreign teachers among other things, entails submission
of a ‘Permission to teach’ that is issued by the Ministry
of Education and Skills Development upon satisfying
themselves that the skill required is not readily available
locally. The applicants are then subjected to the Point
Based System which is a tool used to assess applications
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
for Work and Residence permits by the Regional
Immigrants Selection Boards.
Notwithstanding the above, the Honourable Member
should be reminded that as Botswana is positioning
herself to be an Education Hub and produce globally
competitive human resource, there is need to infuse
international mix within our Education system.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry is not aware that some
English medium schools have employed unqualified
teachers.
My Ministry, through the Regional Immigrants Selection
Boards continues to assess eligibility of foreign teachers
who wish to take up employment in the country to
ensure that Batswana are not disadvantaged. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Is it okay that
in Botswana, our own children who are teachers would
be unemployed? Some of them were once employed in
these schools, and they were laid off so that foreigners
would be employed. Is this a good thing Honourable
Minister for us to find ourselves in such a predicament?
Honourable Minister are you saying there are no
Batswana who can be employed to fill the positions
which have been occupied by these foreigners?
MR BATSHU: If there is one question I ever enjoyed
which the Honourable Member has ever asked me, it is
this one. I am also concerned. If it were according to
me all of them would not be here, now the problem is
that when an advert is put up our own Batswana do not
apply. Then it becomes imperative that those who have
shown interest would be the ones hired.
At the beginning of this month, I was with officers
from the Ministry of Education and Skills Development
including the Minister herself and I was telling them
that the issue of permission to teach which she is giving
people; I am going to instruct the Regional Immigrant
Selection Board to ignore these things. This is because
it is the Ministry of Education and Skills Development
who are telling us that there are thousands of qualified
Batswana teachers, and yet they continue to encourage
certain applications, so it is not good.
Now, let us encourage Batswana to apply for these
jobs. You would be assisting unemployed Batswana to
acquire these posts which are in the hands of foreigners.
When I enquired from some teachers why they did
not apply for these posts, they told me that they prefer
working in government schools because there are
certain entitlements. I told them that they should not be
choosy. That they should take these jobs, so that when
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opportunities avail themselves, they would be able to
go to government schools. Please help me address this
issue, let us join hands.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Further supplementary!
MADAM SPEAKER: Let them not be too many
because you came late and we started late too.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi will be
the last one.
MR MMOLOTSI: Honourable Minister, you know
some of the major reasons why qualified Batswana do
not apply is because they pay very low wages? They end
up not being able to do anything for themselves with
these wages.
Secondly Honourable Minister, as you have just
explained that there is shortage for Chemistry and
Physics, but we are saying these people teach all subjects
except Setswana.
MR BATSHU: It is true Madam Speaker that private
schools pay lower wages. One of the reasons why they
do not apply for those jobs is because the salaries are
low…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! You are too noisy on my
right!
MR BATSHU: Therefore they are within the allowed
salary bracket in our country. I mean
they are not
violating the laws of this country, but it is true indeed.
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
thought this question will be answered by Minister for
Presidential Affairs and Public Administration.
DROUGHT SITUATION IN BOTSWANA
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
if he is aware of the drought situation in Botswana; if
so, to state:(i) the impact of the drought across the country to
date;

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
I am aware of the drought situation in Botswana.
The impact of the drought will be known by the end
of March 2016 as the Drought Assessment Team is
currently concluding its work. Due to the seriousness
of the situation, assessment had to be done earlier than
normal in February instead of April and May.
Madam Speaker, the Strategies Implementation Plan
and proposed budget will be known whilst the Rural
Development Council has deliberated on the assessment
report and made recommendations to Cabinet for final
decision making. In the meantime, the Honourable
Member will be aware that currently government is
implementing drought mitigation measures as outlined
in the Presidential Directive CAB:17 (a)/2015 declaring
2014/15 a drought year as pronounced by His Excellency
the President in June 2015.
Madam Speaker, the government continues to monitor
drought situation and in December 2015, Cabinet
approved an increase from 25 to 50 per cent of livestock
feeds subsidies to mitigate livestock mortalities. I thank
you.
ALLOCATION OF PLOTS AND ISSUANCE
OF CERTIFICATES TO RESIDENTS OF
TSOLAMOSESE AND MOKOLWE
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANE–
MMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Lands and
Housing:(i) if he is aware that residents of Tsolamosese and
Mokolwe especially those who were pardoned
by His Excellency the President are still to be
allocated plots; if so,
(ii) when will the Land Board allocate them plots and
issue them with certificates.
ACTING MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING
(MR BATSHU): Madam Speaker, I am aware that
residents of Tsolamosese and Mokolwe who were
pardoned by His Excellency the President have not been
allocated plots, I wish to state that regularisation of
illegally occupied land under the Presidential Amnesty
of 2009 is ongoing.

(iii) the implementation plan for these strategies and
the proposed budget.

As of now, a total of 504 out of the current 1141
squatters have been processed. Out of which 258 will
be regularised and 246 do not qualify for regularisation
as they were found to own plots around 60 kilometre
radius of Kweneng Land Board area of jurisdiction. The
remaining plots which are 637 are undergoing physical
survey and screening.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Madam Speaker,

Lastly Madam Speaker, the exercise to regularise those
eligible to be allocated plots will be completed by
September of 2016. Thank you Madam Speaker.

(ii) the strategies in place to mitigate this situation;
and
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CRITERIA USED TO SELECT INSTITUTIONS
FOR THE FIRST BATCH OF TARGET 20 000
AND ECONOMIC STIMULUS PROGRAMMES
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) the criteria that was used to select institutions for
the first batch of Target 20 000 and Economic
Stimulus Programmes;
(ii) how many students benefitted from these
programmes to date and how many are from
Boteti East Constituency; and
(iii) whether she does not find the need to engage
driving schools in Letlhakane for youth in Boteti
area to benefit from the programmes as mines in
the area require more drivers.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development has embarked on
an initiative popularly known as Target 20 000 Project,
November 2015 with the principle aim of upskilling and
upscaling the youth. This is part of the Ministry fiveyear strategy to absorb unemployed and out of school
youth into short and long term programmes offered by
the public and private training providers and to support
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) with technical
and vocational skills required for different projects.
Madam Speaker, since Target 20 000 is about skills
development, the basic criteria for selection of training
providers included accreditation with the Botswana
Qualifications Authority (BQA) and compliance
to Human Resource Development Council Sector
Committee’s indicative skills areas. While we have
hundreds of institutions across the country, we started
off with a few that are already in our sponsorship data
base with the aim of expanding it to others in the next
intakes.
Madam Speaker, a total of 14 869 submissions were
received by Target 20 000 Project Office and to date
10 522 applications have been placed under different
training providers. The process is ongoing to finalise
placements.
Madam Speaker, it is of interest to know that the intakes
were not structured around political constituencies but
were from 10 regions of the Ministry of Education and
Skills Development for ease of process management.
For instance, 1 980 applicants are from the Central
Region which covers Boteti Sub - Region.
Finally, my Ministry is aware that mining areas need
drivers but certainly not the common B Class type which

8
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had an overwhelming response. As a result, the driving
licence category of Target 20 000 was temporarily
stopped to be reviewed for better implementation.
Mining environment requires mostly, as you would
know, C to EC licence classes which are directly linked
to the mining activities and this is the likely direction
that driver’s intake will take after finishing the review.
Driving schools across the nation will be considered for
this, Boteti inclusive. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I just wanted to ask the Minister if he
is aware that this Target 20 000 students have not yet
received allowance. Some are told the allowance will be
ready in April?
The other question was that I heard you clearly that
you only considered schools that are within your
sponsorship database. I just wanted you to elaborate on
that one. Thank you.
MR MOLAO: I am aware that students have not yet
received their allowances because it took a little bit more
time to process the list from different schools that have
absorbed students. I can say that in the next two weeks,
the allowances would have been paid and not in April.
Yes, we have said that we have started with institutions
that are already in our sponsorship database; it is true.
Yet it is also true that other institutions that were not
originally in our database, have applied to be included
and we are currently processing and checking with
Botswana Qualifications Authority (BQA) as to whether
they have complied with their registration processes and
they have accredited their courses for possible inclusion
in the next intakes.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary. Minister,
are you aware that young people who were admitted
in Francistown, to be specific at ABM, were admitted
but nothing came forth after their admission, which
therefore means that all they got was an admission letter
but the Ministry did not turn up with the scholarship
issue?
Secondly, would you by any means, know how a school
called Drivers Academy is associated with the Ministry
of Education and Skill Development because in the ongoing advertisements for the people who have intended
to register for driving licences, it was that school alone
that was advertising itself all over Botswana? Are you
aware of that and would you tell us how that particular
school is associated with the Ministry of Education and
Skills Development?
MR MOLAO: The last question; I am not aware of the
association of the particular school (Drivers Academy)
with the Ministry of Education and Skills Development.

Tuesday 1stMarch, 2016
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I do not know what kind of association the member is
alluding to. I want to believe that any institution that is
duly registered and duly accredited, had the opportunity
to apply for inclusion for provision of such services and
if Drivers Academy is one of those, then it will be that
association. I do not know of any other association that
may be an issue here.

that Jwaneng Savings and Credit Cooperative Society
(SACCOS) are struggling to get a mortgage loan from
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA)
for which they qualify; if so, to state:-

That ABM Francistown students received admission
letters and the Ministry never turned up; I am yet to
ascertain that but just as a global overview, a lot of
institutions, ABM included, had advertised and absorbed
by way of offering admission letters to students. But
then the process does not end there. We have to check
whether the courses that they had advertised are
accredited or not and if they are not accredited, then the
Ministry will not proceed to issue sponsorship letters.
I am by no means saying ABM in this instance issued
letters for a course not accredited, that I can check and
verify. But there were instances where other institutions
issued admission letters for courses that were not
accredited and then the Ministry would not proceed to
sponsor for such courses. That is why it has taken a bit
of time for allowances to be paid and all other necessary
arrangements. Thank you.

(ii) why CEDA withheld this loan application for
almost two (2) years;

MR LELATISITSWE: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: That is the last one. We are
running out of time.
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
The last question is, on this Target 20 000, have you
started introducing the cut-off point or was it there, am
I the only one who does not know? Can you clarify that
one?
MR MOLAO: I am not sure whether I understand the
Honourable Member clearly but we have said for Target
20 000, our normal sponsorship processes through
DTEF, cut-off points students sponsored for University
level courses ends at 36 and above and anything lower
than that, will be absorbed by other processes inclusive
of Target 20 000. So I do not know whether cut-off point
you mean that or what do you mean exactly? Anyone
with less than 36 points is eligible for Target 20 000 and
other technical and vocational education and training
(TVET) courses at our technical colleges etcetera.
DIFFICULTY IN ACCESSING A MORTGAGE
LOAN FROM CITIZEN ENTREPRENEURAL
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CEDA)
BY JWANENG SAVINGS AND CREDIT
COOPERATIVE SOCIETY (SACCOS)
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Trade and Industry if he is aware

(i) why CEDA is not assisting Jwaneng SACCOS
with the required mortgage loan;

(iii) why CEDA is always changing goal posts and
coming up with new grounds;
(iv) the impact on the spirit and principle of Ipelegeng;
and
(v) what action is in place to address this problem.
MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR
SERETSE): Madam Speaker, allow me to start by
defining mortgage loan which is at the heart of this
question, so that we are all clear. “A mortgage loan,
also referred to as mortgage is used by purchasers of
real estate property, to raise funds to buy real estate or
existing property, while putting a lieu on property being
mortgaged. The loan is “secured” on the borrowers’
property”.
(i) Madam Speaker, I am constrained to respond to
the Honourable Member’s question, not because
I do not have the answer for him but because I
wish not to discuss applicant’s details herein to
avoid breaking the confidentiality of client/CEDA
relationship;
(ii) The Jwaneng SACCOS application was received
on the 25th July, 2014 and considered by the Board
of Directors on the 23rd September, 2014; this in
my view is not a very long time.
(iii) CEDA is limited to share specific details for a
public discourse about its customers, since such
details can only be shared with the applicant and
not the third party. Notwithstanding, I must make
it very clear that CEDA does not do on-lending
to any institution or groups, but finances or fund
specific projects;
(iv) One of CEDA’s primary objectives is to assist
businesses, enterprises and citizens that contribute
towards the objectives of economic diversification,
employment
creation,
citizen
economic
empowerment, and poverty alleviation through
development of viable and sustainable citizen
enterprises. This includes entities that foster the
spirit and the principle of Ipelegeng. However, I
wish to underscore that CEDA gravitate towards
Hansard No 182
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supporting priorities mentioned above and not
towards domestic consumption.
(v) Madam Speaker, there is no problem and hence
there is no action planned. Notwithstanding,
allow me to advise all applicants, who may be
dissatisfied by decisions taken by the Management
that, there is CEDA Appeals process which must
be followed. I thank you, Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, I want you to clarify this matter
satisfactorily because we are talking about the lives of
the many workers who contribute to the wealth of this
country and who at the end of the day have nothing to
show. SACCOS’s intention however was to secure the
assistance from the government so that upon retirement,
the workers would have houses they have built. Minister,
are you saying your ministry does not care about taking
advantage of this opportunity to improve the economy
and also create employment?
MR SERETSE: Madam Speaker, I want to restrain
myself from talking about the details of an applicant in
this House, because it is a private matter between the
applicant and CEDA. That is what I want to avoid and
I have clearly articulated this point from the beginning
and I have said I do not respond comprehensively, not
because I do not have an answer, but if the Honourable
Member wants to see me in private with clear
information that yes, SACCOS has given me that, he
can get this information, I will give him the information,
but this time I cannot.
MR MMOLOTSI: Further supplementary. Minister
has there been communication between SACCOS
and CEDA ever since the application was received by
CEDA? Any feedback or communication between the
two?
MR SERETSE: Your question is very specific and I
had said earlier in my response that the application was
received on the 25th July 2014 and was considered by the
Board of Directors on the 23rd September. My logical
thinking would be that post that date there should had
been communication, if not it would be a serious lapse.
LACK OF DRINKING WATER IN
MAHOTSHWANE VILLAGE
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources if he is aware that residents of Mahotshwane
village are continuously without drinking water, if so,
to state:(i) the full extent and impact of the water situation at
Mahotshwane;
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(ii) what action he is taking to arrest the situation;
(iii) why the village does not have a reliable and safe
water supply network; and
(iv) the cost of supplying safe drinking water to the
village.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I am aware of
the water situation in Mahotshwane and I am sure the
Honourable Member knows that we were at Sekoma and
Mabutsane recently. The question was raised in a Kgotla
meeting and I responded by saying, the borehole that
used to water Mahotshwane has sunk and our intention
is to connect it to boreholes watering other villages.
I said we are looking into connecting all the cluster
villages so that they may have a commun drinking place.
Madam Speaker, the water in that borehole is safe for
drinking. After explaining in a Kgotla meeting that we
have changed the borehole and the water is safe for use,
Kgosi called me and told me that indeed the situation
has changed. In response to the last one, what I can
say is that currently we supply water to Mahotshwane
through bowsers which is quite expensive, the cost is
around P103, 000 a month. Thank you.
COMING UP WITH COMMERCIAL FARMS IN
NGAMILAND
MR T. KWEREPE (NGAMI): asked the Minister
of Agriculture if he will consider coming up with
commercial farms in Ngamiland particularly in areas
between Nokaneng and Habu; if not, why and if so,
when.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR
AUTLWETSE): Madam Speaker, we redirected this
question to Ministry of Lands and Housing, because as
a Ministry we do not allocate farms.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay the Clerks will take care
of that.
REMUNERATION OF TWO HEADMEN OF
ARBITRATION IN KENG VILLAGE
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development if he is aware that two Headmen of
Arbitration in Keng village have not received any
remuneration since 2007; if so:(i) what action is he taking to remedy the situation;
and
(ii) when will this anomaly be resolved.
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ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Madam Speaker,
(i) I am aware that two (2) Dikgosana (Headmen of
Arbitration) in Keng are not remunerated and my
Ministry is constrained by the requirement that the
population of a ward should be between 500 and
1000 for a Kgosana to be appointed.
(ii) Since the population of Keng stood at 1172 during
the 2011 Population Census, my Ministry does
not intend to increase the number of Dikgosana
because Keng already has four (4) Dikgosana paid
an allowance. Thank you.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Madam Speaker,
Honourable Minister, please explain because Keng
village has Dikgosana who have been there and doing
their duties … (Interruption)… what criterion are you
using to…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, you are
not asking. You are just taking time and time is not on
our side. Quickly ask a question
MR NTLHAILE: Could the minister explain why they
appointed some Dikgosana after those who had already
been installed?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I can only respond
to what the policy stipulates, that we only consider
Dikgosana where the population is 500 to 1000 and that
we already pay an allowance for Dikgosana in Keng.
REVIEW OF COMPENSATION FOR CATTLE
SHOT AT THE BUFFALO FENCE
MR T. KWEREPE (NGAMI): asked the Minister of
Agriculture if he is aware that compensation for cattle
shot at the buffalo fence stands at P400.00 per animal; if
so, are there any plans to review it.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(MR AUTLWETSE): I am aware that the deterrent
compensation for cattle destroyed when they have
entered the Foot & Mouth Disease infected area has been
P400.00 per animal. However, Government reviewed it
in February, 2016 and it now stands at P700.00 for cattle,
with a diminishing amount of P100.00 each time such
cattle ingress into the Foot & Mouth Disease infected
area. For Small Stock, it has been raised from P25.00 to
P200.00.Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, would
you tell us what criteria or formula is used to come up
this kind of compensation? Whether according to your

own observation it makes sense to pay farmers such low
compensation?
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, this is a deterrent
compensation. It is not the purchase price of a beast.
MADAM SPEAKER: Let us do papers.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Be quick.
MR MARKUS: Question number 5 for Honourable
Kwerepe has not been taken.
COMING UP WITH COMMERCIAL FARMS IN
NGAMILAND
MR T. KWEREPE (NGAMI): asked the Minister
of Agriculture if he will consider coming up with
commercial farms in Ngami land particularly in areas
between Nokaneng and Habu; if not, why and if so,
when.
Later date
MADAM SPEAKER: Hey, what a noise!

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 41 OF 2013:
OPEN SEASON HUNTING (DECLARATION)
ORDER, 2013.
(Minister of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism)
Later date

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Assembly in Committee
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
(Resumed Debate)
ORGANISATION 0800 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of procedure. Thank you Madam Chairperson.
The procedure I am seeking Madam Chairperson is that
yesterday the time allocated was a bit more than today’s
time allocated for this Head. May we know the reason
for the variance? I thank you.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: What had happened?
Hansard No 182
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MR TSOGWANE: We were to finish at 16:00 hrs but
today it is 15:30 hrs.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! Minister, we have
corrected that time and there is nothing wrong with that.
We were supposed to have reduced it
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: you cannot say no, listen
to me. We were supposed to have reduced that time and
we did not. I had to invoke standing order 102.3 for us
to proceed with this time. Order! Order! Honourable
Members, you are just too loud. The debate for this
organisation is resuming. I therefore remind Honourable
Members that I shall call upon the Minister to reply to
the debate at 15:00 hours and the question will be put at
15:30 hours.
I am informed that when the House adjourned yesterday,
Honourable Kgoroba was on the floor and he was left
with 5 minutes and 30 seconds.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: for your own benefit, be
mindful of the time. You have five minutes to conclude
your debate
MR KGOROBA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
When we knocked off yesterday, I was still on the
subject of the accountability of the Village Development
Committee (VDC) in my constituency. I want to
highlight to the Honourable Minister that we have
serious unaccountability by the VDC in our constituency
to an extent that we have a fire church being constructed
in the premises of the Village Community Centre
without consultation. Neither the Chief, the Sub Chiefs,
the Councillors nor the Member of Parliament are aware
of that development. That is the kind of scenario and
accountability issues that we are faced with.
I also want to highlight that I did communicate with the
Kweneng Council Secretary and the Deputy Council
Secretary based in the Mogoditshane Sub Council and
I have given them 30 days which expired around the
12th February that, if they fail to account for the income
and the properties that are being supervised by the VDC,
we will take the matter to court. I want you to know
Honourable Minister that we are on the verge of issuing
out the petition in Mogoditshane whereby you will be
the first respondent and the Council Chairman will be
the second respondent when we do go to court.
There is another project; Mogoditshane is much
infested with high crime rate. Actually it is number
one in Botswana, if I am not mistaken. We have been
advocating for installation of tower lights because most
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incidents take place at night when it is dark. The Deputy
Council Secretary did consult me on the matter regarding
establishing tower lights in Mogoditshane but I hear
from the grapevine that since I have been advocating
a lot about it in my Kgotla meetings, now there is a
scheme to sabotage that. I hear that the Council now is
intending to withdraw constructing those tower lights
simply because an opposition Member of Parliament is
being seen to be advocating highly of that. I also want
you to know that I am aware of that rumour; I am not
saying it is true, but in case it is true, I want you to know
that I am aware that it is true.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.
MR KGOROBA: I am not a selfish person Honourable
Minister, and I am aware that Mogoditshane as compared
to other areas like Metsimotlhabe, Gabane, Molepolole
and other major villages is a bit ahead in so far as
developments are concerned in terms of internal roads.
Even though they may not be quite sufficient, but we do
have internal roads. We are one of the first villages to
benefit out of that project development, and we do have
sewage connections which other places do not have.
Even though we still have some areas which do not
have sewage connection, unselfish as we are, there is a
road that links Mogoditshane Block 5 to Mogoditshane
Block 9; it serves over 12 000 people. That road is very
terrible. And we had agreed with the Council Secretary
at Kweneng Leadership Forum that that road would be
given a priority way back, if not late 2014, early 2015.
I have been made aware that it is not in the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) projects. I want to beg you
that the people that road serves are in dire conditions.
Transport service is very poor because of the poor road,
the dust, sometimes we have people knocking off late
and they have to walk more than two to three kilometres
to their homes. There is a lot of crime in Mogoditshane
as I have already mentioned. That could reduce the crime
because combis and taxis would be willing to use that
road even when it is late, at least up to 9 pm to 10 p.m.
So, I humbly beg for the people of Mogoditshane Block
5 and Mogoditshane Block 9 which also falls under the
constituency of Honourable General Mokgware that
please try and give that road priority as soon as you can
because Mogoditshane is peri urban and we have a lot
of people staying in that area. Your utmost response to
that would be highly appreciated. Thank you Madam
Chairperson.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Firstly I would like to congratulate Honourable
Tsogwane`s Ministry. Last weekend, they held a Remote
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Area Dwellers (RADs) beauty pageant; being places
like Mokgenene, Moralane and Otse. We had a very
beautiful girl who was competing from Mokgenene and
she got position three, I want to congratulate her.
I would also like to congratulate Honourable Tshireletso
for the manner in which she is handling the RADs. I was
impressed. Even the way it was organised our children
were exposed to different programmes. Honourable
Minister, I urge you to continue mentoring these girls
so that they can achieve what they want to achieve. I
promise that I will support our girl from Mokgenene and
ensure that she achieves what she wants to do.
Secondly Madam Chairperson, I want to talk about
Ipelegeng. We thank the Government for Ipelegeng.
In Shoshong, we intend to bring new ideas to this
programme. We want to come with a programme
through which we can impart some skills and knowledge
to those working in Ipelegeng so that later on they can
then go and form their own businesses. They can form
corporations. This will be a way of taking them from
Ipelegeng. So we request you Honourable Tsogwane
to assist us so that we achieve the elements of capacity
building, job creation for us to be able to exit Ipelegeng
in the Shoshong constituency.
The other programme that I want to talk about is
rural development. I also want to congratulate the
Honourable Vice President who is the Chairperson of
the Rural Development Council for the manner in which
he is leading this council. Rural Development Council
has pledged that it will do all it can to lure investors to
rural areas.
The Botswana Investment Trade Centre recently
conducted a research in which potential businesses for
different areas were identified. I wish they could hasten
to lure these investors to rural areas. If they could work
with the Botswana Investment Trade Centre under
Honourable Vincent Seretse`s Ministry which I can
confirm that it is a willing organisation that can support
them, I believe that could be very helpful.
Honourable Tsogwane, I also want to encourage you
to explore other avenues that can be improved that
can entice investors to go to rural areas. In the past we
talked about banks, you can converse with Honourable
Matambo on how banks can be lured to rural areas as
part of investment promotion. Honourable Matambo is
very considerate like I indicated when we were talking
about the broad principles of the Budget when I made
the submissions recently.
Madam Chairperson, the other issue that I would like
to talk about is about each village having a vehicle, one
vehicle one village. I plead with you Minister that in

the Shoshong Constituency, most villages do not have
vehicles. Places like Moralane do not have a vehicle
and had there been a vehicle there, it could be used
even to curb theft that could take place at the Western
Seinfeld farm. So, I request you Minister that in the little
amount that you are requesting, if you could buy second
hand vehicles or service some vehicles at the Central
Transport Organisation (CTO) please do so and maybe
ensure that by the end of the next financial year most
villages have vehicles through one vehicle one village
programme.
The last point...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Time up!
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Madam Chairperson. Due to time constraints,
I would not answer Honourable Members individually
as they responded to the speech. Because most of the
issues are similar in most of the places, therefore issues
would be grouped and one response should be given to
each category of issues.
Madam Chairperson, let me first thank Honourable
Members for having contributed constructively, and
advice from both sides of the House on this chapter.
The ideas they have put across to improve some of the
situations we find ourselves in are also taken on board,
we have noted that.
Madam Speaker, we have also noted that Honourable
Members have welcomed the programmes as offered
by the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development. The only difference is that they want
some of the programmes to be enhanced, especially on
trying to put more money on some of the programmes,
so that they benefit people more than they do now. But
otherwise, programmes are welcomed by both sides of
the House, especially the welfare programmes, they are
all appreciated by the House.
Madam Chairperson, Honourable Members commented
on a number of issues as I have said, in general terms
the issues are;
(i) Improvement in conditions of service of Dikgosi.
(ii) Inadequate allowances/wages under social safety
nets.
(iii) Conditions of service for Village Development
Committee (VDC) members.
(iv) Increase of Ipelegeng.
(v) Construction of internal roads, storm water
drainage and street lights.
Hansard No 182
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(vii) Inadequate facilities and so forth.
Addressing conditions of service for Dikgosi; I am aware
Madam Chairperson of shortage of resources at Tribal
Administration, particularly furniture and vehicles.
Madam Chairperson, we have purchased 30 vehicles
and we are going to have additional vehicles which
will be distributed under the ‘one vehicle per village’
initiative as the last Speaker, Honourable Makgalemele
indicated that they indeed need them. But probably we
have not considered the idea of second hand vehicles, as
we know they also come with problems of maintenance,
which already we are having and we are not able to
even maintain those which were new. What more if we
are to procure second hand vehicles? Furthermore, my
Ministry will construct 30 Customary Courts offices
across the country in the 2016/2017 financial year,
under the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) as I
alluded to in my speech. This package includes furniture
and vehicles. My Ministry will also continue to make
budgetary provisions on annual basis to address these
challenges. In addition Madam Chairperson, P7 million
was allocated to Tribal Administration for procurement
of furniture, household requisites and computers.
Currently the installation of ICT infrastructure is
ongoing at selected Kgotla offices and more computers
are being procured. That is not to say every Kgotla will
be covered, but we need to start somewhere and I think
Members will appreciate that.
As Honourable Members may be aware, many projects
were deferred during National Development (NDP) 10
due to the financial constraints. Some of the projects
under the Department of Tribal Administration, include
four Dikgotla, being Molepolole, Francistown, Lobatse
and Mochudi. We hope they will be considered in NDP
11. It is worth to noting that ESP does not include those
because we are considering small courts, Type 1 and
Type 2, where virtually there is nothing. So those that
are deferred will be looked into in the NDP 11, and we
are very much aware that those Dikgotla are important.
The position of the Director of Tribal Administration;
as some people have said, probably we need to enhance
the status of Tribal Administration by ensuring that we
look into that position. It is a good idea but that does not
mean the current structure has some defects. In fact, the
current structure is even more appropriate in the sense
that the Director himself is reporting to the Deputy
Permanent Secretary Governance, who is in charge of
Bogosi issues. So it starts with the Deputy Permanent
Secretary Governance who is just for the issues of
Bogosi.
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Conditions of service for VDC members; it is one of the
issues that members have raised. Although the proposed
increase is justified, considering the important role these
committees play, it would however not be affordable
for now, given our current economic outlook, as well
as other competing priorities. I want to substantiate
on this one because probably when we consider these
figures, we are not looking at the magnitudes. I want
to put across the House so that we can appreciate the
magnitudes. There are currently a total of 736 Village/
Ward Development Committees countrywide, out of
which 21 are Umbrella Committees. These have a
combined total membership of 7368, they are from the
VDC, who are now paid. The current monthly sitting
allowance is P250 for the ordinary VDC Chairperson
and P220 for ordinary members, and a quarterly sitting
allowance of P270 for the Umbrella Chairperson and
P250 for members of the Umbrella Committees. It costs
government a total of P19 345 200 per annum. Now as
others have suggested P1000, that one is going to cost
government P86 672 000, a variance of P67 326 800
will factor in the ones for VDC. So we should appreciate
the magnitudes.
Increase of Ipelegeng Programme wages; it has been
advocated for as well. The programme does not only
focus on labour based projects but also undertakes
small scale construction projects, maintenance of
infrastructure, including environmental cleanliness.
Ipelegeng also complements other Ministries through
initiatives such as crime prevention volunteers and
special constables at the Botswana Police. Ipelegeng is
a relief programme and by nature, its remuneration is
meant to relieve beneficiaries from economic hardships,
increasing wage rates therefore act as an incentive
for beneficiaries not to look for other employment
opportunities and will also compete with other sectors
of the economy. Ipelegeng is just a temporary relief
measure, it is not meant to be permanent employment.
Construction of internal roads, storm water drainage
and street lighting; my Ministry is aware that a lot of
major villages require provision of internal roads,
storm water drainages and street lights. Due to financial
constraints, only Gabane, Kang and Tutume have been
prioritised. Anyway, that is not in order of priority. If it
was in order of priority it would be Tutume, Gabane and
Kang. They have been prioritised for implementation
through Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP). Since
the processes of National Development Plan (NDP 11)
preparations are currently ongoing…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What about Phikwe?
MR TSOGWANE: I am getting to that. Other villages
will be considered including Phikwe in the next planning
period.
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Construction of storm water drainage; under normal
circumstances, the Drainage Master Plan should be
developed prior to the road construction. However,
because of budget constraints and the need to tarmac
roads urgently, the roads end up being constructed first
before the drainage system. It is very costly to do both at
the same time. Going forward, the Ministry will ensure
construction of the storm water drainage precedes
construction of roads.
Madam Chairperson, the Remote Area Communities
(RAC) who has been relocated to establish villages such
as Tutume, Nkange, and etcetera, need support to qualify
for assistance under normal government programmes
and policies. So when they are part of the village, we
do not want to exclude them. They will have to access
other programmes just like any needy person in the
village. This is because all these other benefits which
they get from remote area places, they may not access
them when they are in the village. Schools, clinics and
others will be available.
Transportation of Remote Area Communities
beneficiaries to major centres to access basic services;
Councils with RAC’s have been provided with vehicles
which attend to all identified transport needs. However,
due to many competing needs for the transport, the
vehicle may not always be available.
Government have not abandoned the Livestock Scheme
as others have alluded to. The scheme was used to
empower Remote Area Communities. It was temporarily
suspended on account of the economic downturn as we
are all aware. That affected a number of projects that
were planned for NDP 10. My Ministry will continue
to monitor the economic situation with the view to reestablish the scheme should the economic situation
improve.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: when?
MR TSOGWANE: In the near future.
Inadequate facilities at the primary schools including
lack of maintenance; Madam Chairperson, more
facilities will be constructed through the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) and beyond when the
resources permit. As we are all aware, we have the
Backlog Eradication Programme under ESP.
Service halls; the government as a whole has over
the years found it challenging to respond to customer
qualities on time while on the other hand customers
continue to travel long distances to Molepolole or sub
districts to access these services. I am using Molepolole
here because Kablay alluded to the fact that that service
hall is not functional. The centre will facilitate a new

approach to service delivery with a call centre, service
cubicles, data kiosks and a resource business centre all
under one roof. The centre is to serve as a main hub by
providing technology, service delivery to all government
customers and provide centralised management of
customer service delivery. The Vice President was
present at its opening, he is aware of what I am saying.
Currently the council offers the extended feeding
programme at the centre. Since its inception, the
vulnerable groups feeding programme came with
elaborate guidelines and by then cancer patients were
not included as part of the targeted beneficiaries. We
have noted that Honourable Dr Madigele. As you have
said, cancer should also be considered as part of those
targeted beneficiaries.
Honourable Makgalemele was saying that we need to
come up with something that can help Ipelegeng people
to acquire skills. This will help them to stand up on their
own and sustain themselves and that is welcomed. He
also pledged that he will continue to support the Miss
RADP and that is something that we really welcome.
We appreciate that gesture Honourable Minister. It will
be a good thing to do.
Honourable Kgoroba mentioned that he is worried
about the Village Development Committee (VDC) in
Mogoditshane. He said that the VDC is not accounting
for all its activities. I promise the Honourable Member
that we will look into that. I do not know how they
do not work on the accounting responsibility as these
VDC books have to be audited. But since you have just
brought that to our attention, we will find out why all
these things are happening in the VDC of Mogoditshane.
People have been talking about the tower lights; it is one
of those things that we are looking into. In order to reduce
costs and also to address some of the problems, we are
not awaiting the village infrastructure development. If
we have some savings, we will allow our councils to
build these tower lights in dark areas so that we can
also address the issue of crime. This will not only be in
Mogoditshane, but in other areas including Honourable
Mabeo’s where we know there is a lot of trouble there. I
heard that there are criminals in Maun as well.
I think I have answered almost all that I have Madam
Chairperson and this concludes my Ministry’s
presentation for 2016/2017 financial year budget
proposal. I therefore move that the recurrent budget in
the sum of Four Billion, Nine Hundred and Eighty
Nine Million, Nine Hundred and Twenty Thousand,
Two Hundred and Thirty Pula (P4,989,920,230.00)
be approved and stand part of the Schedule of the
Appropriation (2016/2017) Bill, 2016 for Head 0800
Hansard No 182
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and that the development budget in the sum of One
Billion, Two Hundred and Twenty Two Million, and
Ninety Three Thousand, Eight Hundred and Eighty
Three Pula (P1,222,093,883) be approved and stand
part of those Estimates.
I thank you Madam Chairperson.
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 1000 – MINERALS,
ENERGY AND WATER RESOURCES
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE):
You are asked to note that 2 hours 45 minutes has been
allocated to this organisation and I shall call upon the
Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at 17:35
hours today and the question will be put at 14:50 hours
tomorrow.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Madam
Chairperson, good afternoon. May I please first start
with a correction before I continue, because there is a
figure in my first paragraph of P4,780,462,615.00 which
should read P4,750,462,615.00, then the recurrent and
development budgets would add up and make that figure.
That is what I am correcting Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson, as is a norm at this time of the
year, I am here today to present to this Honourable
House, the Ministry of Minerals, Energy and Water
Resources’ budget bids for the 2016/2017 financial year
as well as give an account of the P4, 750, 462, 615.00
(four billion, seven hundred and fifty million, four
hundred and sixty two thousand, six hundred and
fifteen Pula) that was allocated to my Ministry to use
for both the recurrent and development budgets in the
current financial year, 2015/16. Out of this budget,
P381, 326, 380.00 (three hundred and eighty one
million, three hundred and twenty six thousand,
three hundred and eighty Pula) was recurrent budget
whilst the development budget share was P4, 369, 136,
235.00 (four billion, three hundred and sixty nine
million, one hundred and thirty six thousand, two
hundred and thirty five Pula).
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under the development budget include the BPC Support
Fund, North South Carrier (NSC) Project and the
Kanye/Molepolole NSC interconnection water project,
whose combined development expenditure share was
P3, 663, 141, 735.00 constituting 87 per cent of the total
expenditure. Madam Chairperson, I will now proceed
to give a high level overview of major activities in my
Ministry during the current financial year. I will deal
with these issues under the key portfolio responsibilities
of my Ministry and these being the Minerals, Energy
and Water sectors.
Minerals Sector
Madam Chairperson, the Mining industry experienced
a drastic contraction of 12 per cent through the year up
to the third quarter of 2015. The negative growth can be
attributed to a sharp decline in diamonds and coppernickel production and sales, in response to reduced
demand and historic downward trend of commodity
prices. This was mainly driven by the slowing down of
the Chinese economic growth, which has declined from
over 7 per cent per annum in 2014 to around 6.9 per
cent in 2015. The average percentage contribution of
minerals to GDP was 22 per cent compared to 24 per
cent in 2014. Mineral revenue (dividends and royalties)
declined by 48.6 per cent compared to the 2014/15
figure of P14 billion.
Diamond production, sales and beneficiation
Debswana Diamond Company produced 20.4 million
carats as at December 2015 compared to 24.2 million
carats in 2014, and sold 14.7 million carats, compared
to 24.2 million carats in 2014. Revenue from these sales
at USD 2.35 billion, represented a 38 per cent decrease
over the 2014 sales. Boteti Mining Company produced
377 thousand carats compared to 421 thousand carats
in 2014. Boteti upgraded their processing plant, which
enabled them to recover exceptionally large stones, one
of them weighing 1111 carats, being the second largest
stone ever recovered in the world. Ghaghoo Diamond
Mine produced 91.3 thousand carats compared to 10.1
thousand carats in 2014.

Madam Chairperson, out of the P381, 326,380.00
allocated for the Recurrent Expenditure, P 302, 388,
567.00 or 79 per cent has been spent as at the 24th
February 2016 and we expect this figure to rise as
payments are being made to our service providers. Please
refer to Annex IV for breakdown of this expenditure.

Okavango Diamond Company (ODC) sold 3.22 million
carats worth US$300 million in 2015 compared to 1.56
million carats worth US$545million in 2014. De Beers
Global Sight holder Services (DBGSS) sales declined
from 30,8 million carats in 2014 to only 19,4 million
carats in 2015.

The Development Budget amounted to P4,
369,136,235.00 out of which a total of P4, 213,154,084.00
or 96 per cent has been spent on various projects
implemented by my Ministry. Major expenditure items

DBGSS supplied the local cutting and polishing industry
with diamonds worth US$502.16 million, 46 per cent
below the 2014 supply. The impact of the depressed
demand was not evenly spread along the diamond
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pipeline. The hardest hit were the suppliers of polished
diamonds and jewellery due to the misalignment
between the prices of rough and polished diamonds,
which caused lack of profitability in the cutting and
polishing industry. Some local factories (TMC in
Serowe and DMB in Gaborone) closed operations while
others reduced staff levels. Two new companies (KGK
Diamond and Signet Diamonds) were awarded local
supply contracts replacing TMC and DMB and the two
are in operation.

thousand tonnes and 544.6 thousand tonnes in 2014
respectively.

Base metals production, sales and beneficiation

To curb the environmental damage that results from
river sand mining, the Ministry of Minerals, Energy and
Water Resources continued its campaign to sensitise
the public about consequences of river sand mining and
to promote the use of alternatives to river sand. As a
result, there is a growing uptake of manufactured sand
and crusher dust from quarries. In the Greater Gaborone
area, where the shortage of construction sand is more
pronounced, Kgale Quarries (Pty) Ltd and Belabela
Quarries produced a combined total of 604.5 thousand
tonnes of manufactured sand in 2015.

The performance of base metals mines has not been good
in 2015 due to declining commodity prices. Copper and
nickel prices fell from US$ 2.50/lb to US$ 2.06/lb and
US$ 7.00/lb to US$ 3.80/lb respectively from December
2014 to December 2015. BCL Limited and Tati Nickel
Mining Company’s copper and nickel production was
31 thousand tonnes matte and 139 thousand tonnes
concentrate, marginally higher than that of 2014. BCL
and Tati are under severe financial difficulties and the
Government, as a shareholder, is in the process of
assisting the companies to resolve the situation.
Discovery Copper Botswana stopped production from
Boseto Mine in February 2015 and went into liquidation
after failing to meet its financial obligations. The
company was acquired by Khoemacau Copper Mining
(Pty) Ltd in June 2015. Messina Copper Botswana
also struggled through the year and was placed under
liquidation in December 2015 for failure to meet its
financial obligations.
Worth noting is BCL’s progress in implementing its
Polaris II strategy. The company has completed the
acquisition of Tati Nickel Mining Company, and is
in the process of acquiring a 50 percent shareholding
in Nkomati Nickel Mine in South Africa, which was
previously owned by Norilsk Nickel.
One other positive development was the graduation of
one prospecting project to mine development stage.
Khoemacau Copper Mine was granted a mining licence
in March 2015 to mine copper and silver in Ghanzi and
the North West District. The company is in the process
of merging its new licence to Boseto mining operations.

The Ministry in partnership with the Chamber of Mines
undertook a Base Metals Beneficiation Prefeasibility
Study, with a view to pave the way for local beneficiation
of base metals (copper, nickel). The draft final report
was issued in January 2016 and the study is expected to
be completed by March 2016.
Construction aggregates

Employment
The total number of employees in the mines averaged
23,597 employees in 2015, a drop of 0.7 per cent from
the 2014 employment figure of 23,761. Employment
in the cutting and polishing industry as at the end
of December 2015 was 2224 (1939 locals and 285
expatriates), compared to 3774 (3317 locals and 457
expatriates) as at end of December 2014.
Minerals policy framework
Madam Chairperson, the review of the Minerals
Policy with the help of the Commonwealth Secretariat
is ongoing, the finalisation of the policy was delayed
by the internal reviewing process therefore could not
meet the November 2015 Parliamentary session as was
originally anticipated. It is anticipated that immediately
after internal review, consultations will be done
with stakeholders before going through the approval
processes during 2016.

Gold production at Mupane Gold Mining up to
December 2015 was 754 kg compared to 957 kg in
2014. Morupule Coal Mine produced 2.06 million
tonnes of coal compared to 1.7 million tonnes in 2014.
Coal production continued to be constrained by low offtake from Morupule B Power Station.

The Ministry continues to monitor and take necessary
steps to improve the country’s competitiveness in light
of the continual global assessment and ranking of mining
jurisdictions’ potential. Botswana is generally ranked
favourably on the global scale. The 2014 Fraser Institute
ranked the country 8th on mineral potential and 13th on
policy perception index. On Investment attractiveness,
we are ranked 26th in the world and 2nd in Africa after
Namibia.

Soda Ash and Salt sales in 2015 were 258.9 thousand
tonnes and 368.9 thousand tonnes compared to 283.9

The establishment of the Botswana Geoscience Institute
(BGI) is well under way. The Department of Geological
Hansard No 182

17

Tuesday 1stMarch, 2016

ORGANISATION 1000 – MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES - Committee of Supply

Survey transformed to Botswana Geoscience Institute
with effect from the 1st December 2015 and the Chief
Executive Officer was appointed in January 2016.
Preparations for the development of permanent
structures of the BGI are on-going. Recruitment and
redeployment of staff will follow after the completion
of the structures.
Madam Chairperson, the process of capacitating
Minerals Development Company Botswana (MDCB) to
start managing Government’s shareholdings in mining
companies, is ongoing. The Chief Executive Officer of
MDCB was appointed effective 1st February 2016. The
Ministry engaged consultants to provide transactional
advisory services for the transfer of assets prioritised
for immediate transfer being, Morupule Coal Mine
(MCM) Debswana Investments (a company holding
Government’s 15 per cent shareholding in De Beers), and
BCL to MDCB. The transfer of these assets is expected
to be completed before the end of the second quarter
of 2016. The transfer of the remaining assets namely,
DTCB, Debswana Diamond Company and Botswana
Ash will follow immediately after the completion of the
transfer of the first batch of assets.
A number of Acts under mineral sector are currently
under review and are at different stages of drafting. The
Mines and Minerals Act’s draft Bill is being finalised
by Attorney General Chambers. The Precious & SemiPrecious Stones Bill and the Diamond Cutting Bill were
published in the Government Gazette in July 2015. A
stakeholder workshop to get feedback from the industry
was held on 27 August 2015. The final draft Bill has
been submitted to Attorney General Chambers for final
consideration.
The Explosives Act is being amended to enhance its
effectiveness. Initial consultations were conducted in the
northern part of the country in November 2015, through
a workshop that solicited input from stakeholders.
The second leg of the consultations will be held in the
southern part of the country in March 2016.
Safety Health and Environment
Madam Chairperson, on the Safety, Health &
Environment front, there were forty (40) mine accidents
recorded during 2015. Sadly four (4) of the accidents
resulted in the loss of 7 lives compared to thirty three
(33) accidents with five (5) lives lost in 2014. My
Ministry is working tirelessly and hand in hand with its
stakeholders to devise and implement strategies for the
prevention of mine accidents.
Energy Sector
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Madam Chairperson, I am pleased to advise that the
country’s Energy Policy has been approved by Cabinet
and it is to be tabled in this House in due course.
Madam Chairperson, the catalytic role played by
adequate provision of energy, as exemplified by a
direct correlation between GDP growth and Energy
consumption growth, is well-known. As stated in vision
2016, provision of adequate energy is a prerequisite
for successful industrialisation. Sustained economic
growth makes it easier to better the social and economic
wellbeing of the country. It is against this background
that an all-out effort is being made to secure our energy
sources such that we make our country, where possible,
self-sufficient.
Energy projects are by nature capital intensive. With the
decision to establish the office of the Botswana Energy
and Water Regulatory Authority, it is hoped that private
sector investments in the energy sector will come to
fruition, with economic regulation providing the driving
force.
The response from potential Independent Power
Producers to develop Units 5 and 6 at Morupule B site
has been encouraging. Currently the negotiations are
being conducted with the Preferred Bidder.
Petroleum Sub Sector
Construction of government petroleum strategic
storage facility with a total storage capacity of 161,000
cubic metres at Tshele Hills in Kgatleng District is
under way with construction of access road and road
over rail-bridge progressing well. Completion of the
facility is expected in December 2018. Other initiatives
implemented by my Ministry include maintenance
and operation of Government Petroleum Strategic
Reserves as well as promotion of citizen economic
empowerment in the supply and distribution of fuel.
To date the Botswana Oil Limited has procured about
12 million litres from Mozambique and a tender which
was reserved for Citizen Emerging Companies (CECs)
for the supply of five million litres of diesel has been
completed. This procurement was done through CECs,
Regional National Oil Companies and some Local
Multinational Oil Companies.
Power Generation, Transmission and Supply
Madam Chairperson, my Ministry continues to address
the problem of energy parity as more villages are being
electrified through the rural electrification programme.
Network extension in 24 already electrified villages
is currently ongoing whilst 10 new villages will be
connected to the national grid. Going forward electricity
network will be extended in more villages through the
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Rural Electrification Programme to enable the Economic
Stimulus Programme.
Madam Chairperson, the Government in 2010
established the National Electricity Standard Connection
Cost Programme to assist households to connect to
the national electricity grid at a national standard cost
of P5, 000 in electrified settlements, villages, towns
and cities. The Fund pays the subsidy, which is the
difference between the market connection cost and the
standard cost. The levy of 5 thebe per kilowatt hour
was introduced to generate revenue into the National
Electrification Fund which finances the Programme.
As at end of January 2016, a total number of 86,173
households had benefited from the Programme.
Madam Chairperson, the Ministry of Minerals, Energy
and Water Resources is assisting the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development in rolling out the
solar electrification program targeting government
schools and associated facilities that are far away from
the national power grid. Tenders for supply, installation
and maintenance of the solar systems, to service twentyone (21) schools and associated staff houses in the
Ngamiland (5), Southern (5), Ghanzi (5) and Kgalagadi
(6) districts, were closed on 17th August 2015. The
tender for the projects has been awarded to two local
companies who have already begun work on the sites.
Madam Chairperson, I reported last year that there was an
on-going effort to procure management contract services
for BPC by an international firm. Unfortunately, this did
not bear fruit and BPC is currently in a recruitment drive
to strengthen its management team.
Madam Chairperson, the Morupule B coal fired power
station is in commercial operation phase with the
operation and maintenance (O&M) services including
capacity building for the BPC staff, being provided by
Steag. The Defects Notification Period (DNP) of the
project is scheduled to end in June 2016. Nonetheless,
the engineering, procurement and construction (EPC)
defects and non-compliances negatively impact on plant
reliability and availability. The low plant availability
has resulted in a financial burden on BPC arising from
emergency diesel power generation, high cost of power
imports and penalties for low coal off-take.
Another initiative that I wish to report on is the
refurbishment of Morupule A. The contract for
refurbishment has been awarded to Dosaan Heavy
Industries in December 2015. The first Unit is expected
to be operational by October 2016 and completion of the
whole project by December 2017.
Madam Chairperson, the expansion of the
Matshelagabedi Diesel Power Plant by 35MW has

been completed. The total diesel generation capacity
now comprises of 90MW at Orapa and 105MW at
Matshelagabedi, giving a total of 195MW.
My Ministry is committed to the development of a low
carbon energy portfolio. In this regard, the Ministry
intends to facilitate the development of solar power
plants among other initiatives to achieve this goal. The
Ministry ran an advert for an Expression of Interest
(EoI) and there was an overwhelming response to it. A
total of 118 responses were received from both local and
international respondents. We are currently working on
taking the process forward to Request for Proposals.
Madam Chairperson, as reported last year, the project to
connect the northwest part of the country to the national
grid is on-going with an estimated completion date of
2019. The other major transmission grid development
entails the construction of transmission lines from Isang
to Rakola to reinforce supplies in the southern part of
the country. The anticipated completion date for this
project is 2017.
Energy Policy and Legal Framework
Madam Chairperson, we are finalising a National
Energy Policy for consideration by Parliament during
2016/2017 financial year. The overall Energy Policy
goal is to provide affordable, reliable and adequate
supply of energy for sustainable development, as well
as to improve access to and efficient use of energy
resources.
Additionally, my Ministry is undertaking a consultancy
service to develop Renewable Energy Strategy as
well as Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy.
Effective implementation of the two initiatives will
go a long way in addressing broader energy demand
challenges and ultimately propel the country to be one
of the competitive, secure and sustainable economies in
the region.
Madam Chairperson, the Electricity Supply Act was
amended in 2007 to create an enabling environment
for private sector participation through the Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) arrangement. In addition,
plans are underway to establish a Botswana Energy
Regulatory Authority (BEWRA) which will oversee
management of energy initiatives in the country. The
BEWRA Bill is expected to be presented to parliament
during the next financial year.
Water Sector
Madam Chairperson, the water sector continues to rely
on the implementation of the recommendations of the
National Water Master Plan Review of 2006. The plan
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provides a framework for development and allocation
of the nation’s scarce water resources in an attempt to
match water availability with projected demands in the
foreseeable future. All this is done in accordance with
set quality standards for various uses.
Water Sector Reform
Madam Chairperson, while the exercise of transferring
water and waste water service to Water Utilities
Corporation was completed in 2013, the reform
agenda for the water sector is still on-going. The ongoing components include the internal restructuring
and capacity building for both the Department of
Water Affairs and the Water Utilities Corporation.
The Department of Water Affairs has completed the
development of a functional structure and is currently
working on the development of an operational structure
in line with its new mandate.
Surface Water (Dams)
Infrastructure developments are currently on-going in
a number of water supply demand centres around the
country to address water shortages or match the supply
needs. The eastern part of the country is the most
economically active and need much supply to match the
growing water demands.
Dikgatlhong, Lotsane and Thune Dams have been
completed with a cumulatively capacity of 530 million
cubic metres of water. Dikgatlhong dam supplies the
eastern corridor from Palapye to Sekhutlhane village in
the Barolong area. Lotsane dam is supplying water to 23
villages in Tswapong North constituency. Construction
of associated infrastructure for Thune dam is ongoing
and it is expected that the dam will supply water to 10
villages in the Bobirwa sub-district beginning April
2017.
Groundwater
In an effort to combat over 30 per cent water supply
deficit that resulted from the drying up of the Dams in
the south, affecting the greater Gaborone area with a
population of over 500, 000 inhabitants, groundwater
remains a major part in the development of our water
resources. This includes development and refurbishment
of groundwater sources like Masama and Ramotswa
wellfields.
In the medium term the development of additional
boreholes at Masama West and the construction of
an associated 100 km pipeline from the wellfield to
Gaborone, which is an acceleration of part of the NSC 2
scheme, is at a tendering stage.
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In November 2015, my Ministry commissioned a
desktop review of all available resources nationwide
to update the 2008 Cluster Water Transfer Map. The
intention of the exercise was to identify potential
supplies for domestic use, agriculture, industry and
mining. The desktop study also did cost estimates for all
proposed supply options required.
Strategic Pipelines
Madam Chairperson, to stimulate the economic growth
and diversification there is need to invest in infrastructure
development to transfer water from the source to the
consumers. This calls for development of strategic
pipelines and its entire associated infrastructure such as
pump stations and reservoirs.
Dikgatlhong pipeline, for conveying water along the
eastern corridor, was handed over to Water Utilities
Corporation (WUC) in July 2015 for operation.
This pipeline is connected to the NSC 2.1 pipeline at
Moralane and terminates at Palapye. The Engineering
Professional Services tender for the pipeline link from
Palapye to Gaborone was awarded in January 2016.
The Design Review and procurement of the Design and
Construction Contractor has commenced in earnest and
is expected to be completed in the second quarter of
2016/17.
The NSC-2.1 pipeline, whose construction was
completed in December 2015, is at commissioning stage
to be completed in June 2016. The completion date was
moved from April 2015 to December 2015 because
the contractor was given a variation order to replace
the problematic 26 km GRP section with steel. The
replacement was completed in November 2015 while
commissioning will be completed in March 2016. This
replacement was necessitated by the current drought
situation in the Southern part of the country where the
water levels in dams in the south were either at a critical
low or failed.
Other initiatives by my Ministry to address the water
situation in the south of Botswana include the injection
of water from Masama East Wellfield into the NSC 1
(commissioned in June 2015) and the construction of
Pump Station 4.1 (PS 4.1) near the Tropic of Capricorn.
PS 4.1 will increase the volume of water through the NSC
1 and will be completed in September 2017. A replica
of Masama East, named Masama West and situated
to the west of the A1 road, commenced drilling of 25
production boreholes in January 2016. Construction of
the infrastructure for injection into the NSC (either 1 or
2 or both) will be completed in October 2017.
Other on-going strategic pipeline projects that will benefit
directly from the NSC pipeline are: a) Mmamashia -
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Kanye NSC Connection, supplying Kanye, Polokwe,
Moshupa and Thamaga. It will be completed in February
2017. (b) Mogodi Hill to Pitsane, supplying Pitsane,
Tlhareseleele, Bethel, Dinatshana and Pitsane Photloko.
It will completed in May 2016.
The additional Works for Lotsane Dam infrastructure,
which were necessitated to include Malaka village
and increase efficiency of supply within the existing
distribution network systems for the villages of Diloro,
Ratholo, Majwaneng, Moremi, Manaledi and Moeng
College, were completed in May 2015 and handed over
to WUC in October 2015.
Construction of the 11,000 cubic metres per day
treatment works for Thune Dam commenced in April
2015 and will be completed in April 2017 while the
construction of the main pipeline from the treatment
works to Mathathane and Bobonong, supplying
Molalatau and Gobojango en-route, commenced in
August 2015 for completion in August 2017. The
pipeline from Mathathane to Tsetsebye and Moletemene
will be awarded in March 2016 and will be completed in
March 2018. The rest of the pipelines will be awarded
during the 2016/17 financial year.
The Conceptual Design and Feasibility Study for Maun
Water Supply and Sanitation Phase II were completed
in November 2015. The project entails optimization and
rehabilitation of the distribution network, development
of water resources, conveyance mains, Treatment
Works and storage systems, development of sanitation
pipelines and appropriate disposal methods. We are
currently procuring a contractor for remedial works of
the existing network. Construction of the works for this
component will commence in April 2016 for completion
in December 2016. For more details on water projects,
please refer to Annex V.
International Water
Madam Chairperson, we continue to maintain and
strengthen our relations with countries that we share
trans-boundary rivers and aquifers with. This is
done through our involvement on initiatives and
programmes organised through the four river basins
that Botswana is party to, the Limpopo River basin
Commission (LIMCOM), the Okavango River Basin
Commission (OKACOM), the Orange-Senqu River
Basin Commission (ORASECOM) and the Zambezi
River Basin Commission (ZAMCOM).
While the utilisation of the Chobe/Zambezi River
water for the Zambezi Integrated Agro-Commercial
Development Project at Pandamatenga is relevant and
required the engagement of Consulting Engineers has
been deferred in favour of undertaking the review of

detailed designs and construction supervision of the
project. This is necessitated by funding challenges and
design deficiencies that we foresaw and want to address
before implementation.
To achieve this, the Ministry will engage a firm of
consultants to optimise the design, study different
funding models and recommend a model that can
be adopted going forward. The study commenced in
November 2015 and will be completed in November
2016. Implementation of Phase II of the water transfer
scheme from Pandamatenga to the south of the country
where it will join the North South Carrier is also part of
this study.
Madam Chairperson we are advancing in our
negotiations for additional water from the Orange River
system (Lesotho Highlands). As indicated before, Phase
1 of the study is complete and a Reconnaissance Report
has been presented to the Ministers responsible for water
in Botswana, Lesotho and South Africa in November
2015. The report confirms that it is viable to transfer
water from Lesotho to Botswana and also detailed the
options and feasibility for the water transfer.
It has since been agreed that further investigations
should be undertaken to determine the possible options
for transfer, related costs and all other related socioeconomic and environmental issues. I am pleased
Madam Chairperson to inform this House that the Joint
Technical Team has been on the ground since January
2016, working on these modalities. We are optimistic,
although it will take some time as the processes to follow
are long given the trans-boundary nature of the matter.
Alternative Water Sources
Madam Chairperson, My Ministry continues to
demonstrate different innovations in areas of grey water
recycling and rainwater/stormwater harvesting. These
innovations are intended to show options in the use of
alternative sources of water to augment the scarce water
resources in the country. Along these lines, Department
of Water Affairs has put up demonstration projects in
various institutions countrywide. In addition to earlier
efforts, rainwater harvesting is practised in Khawa
and Marobela Brigade, whilst greywater recycling
has been expanded in Motsumi Community Junior
Secondary School in Letlhakane. During the financial
year 2015/16 the government allocated P2 million
for the implementation of grey water recycling at
Kagiso Senior Secondary school in Ramotswa, Maun
Senior Secondary School in Maun and Tashata Junior
Secondary school in Tati-siding, rain water harvesting
in Serowe Department of Water Affairs Regional Office,
West Hanahai and Kweneng villages.
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These projects are expected to be completed by March
2017.
Madam Chairperson, My Ministry is also exploring
effluent utilization for Agriculture water use. A
feasibility study was completed for Mahalapye and
Shoshong in September 2013. Currently the construction
of the storage facility and the recovery plant for effluent
utilization is on-going for Mahalapye and is expected to
be completed in November 2016. The government has
allocated P10 million during the financial year 2015/16
for the reticulation of the Mahalapye effluent utilization
and for the rehabilitation of the DWA constructed
wetland system.
Water Conservation and Demand Management
Madam Chairperson, water conservation and water
demand management remains a cornerstone in water
resources management in this country. In this endeavor,
we are in the process of developing a National Water
Conservation strategy which will see to it that water
is protected, conserved and efficiently managed. The
sector is also continually embarking on campaigns to
sensitize Batswana on water resources management. In
addition to earlier efforts, for this financial year, 2 (two)
Stakeholder awareness workshops on water resources
protection; 9 (nine) road shows & five (5) school
workshops have been conducted countrywide. The
water sector is planning for the upcoming 2016 World
Water Week and Water Pitso. These events aim to raise
level of awareness on water resources management and
protection.
Sanitation
Construction of Kanye Sanitation project commenced
in September 2015 and will be completed in September
2019 while Molepolole Sanitation project is at Design
Review stage.
2016/17 BUDGET ESTIMATES
Madam Chairperson, my Ministry’s total budget
estimates amount to P3, 799, 820, 820. The figure
represents a decrease of P 980,641,795 or 21% from
the current year’s allocation of P 4,780,462,615 Madam
Chairperson, the P3, 799, 820, 820 I request here is
made up of P374, 312, 820 for Recurrent Budget and
P3, 425, 508, 000 for Development Budget.
Madam Chairperson, allow me to go into the specifics
of these budgetary estimates.
2015/16 Recurrent Revenue and Budget Estimates
Madam Chairperson, the Ministry’s projected total
revenue for 2016/17 financial year amounts to P12.7
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billion. The budget is expected to decrease by P1.1
billion or 8.1 per cent compared to the revised budget
of P13.8 billion of 2015/16. The bulk of the decrease
is expected from Mineral Royalties and Dividends
reflecting on-going slowdown in the minerals market.
Please refer to Annex III that compares the proposed
2016/2017 Revenue projection with the one for
2015/2016 financial year.
Madam Chairperson, as stated above, the total recurrent
budget estimates for 2016/2017 is P374,312, 820
representing a decrease of P7, 013, 560 or 1.8 per
cent from this year’s allocation. Out of this total, the
largest share of P205, 080, 230 or 54.8 per cent goes
to the Department of Headquarters followed by the
Department of Water Affairs with a share of P99, 502,
780 or 26.6 per cent. P69, 729, 810 or 18.6 per cent
is distributed amongst the following Departments:
Department of Geological Survey (P30, 236, 870);
Department of Mines (P20, 235, 080) and Department
of Energy Affairs with a share of P19, 257,860. The
proposed recurrent budget estimates by departments are
as reflected at Annex IV.
2016/17 Development Budget Estimates
Madam Chairperson, I now present the Ministry’s
Development Budget for the implementation of the
Ministry’s development projects planned for the
2016/17 financial year.
Madam Chairperson, for the 2016/17 financial year,
I request P3, 425, 508, 000 under the development
budget. This represents a decrease of P943, 628, 235 or
22 per cent from the current year’s budget of P4, 369,
136, 235
Madam Chairperson, the largest share of my Ministry’s
development budget which is P 2, 011, 500, 000
representing 59 per cent of the budget is allocated to
the Botswana Power Corporation Finances programme.
Major projects to benefit from these resources include
BPC Support Fund, Rakola Substation, Northwest
Transmission Grid, Morupule A Refurbishment and
Morupule B (Unit 5 and 6).
Madam Chairperson, the next largest share of my
Ministry’s development budget is P483, 760, 000 (or
14 per cent) and this goes to the Water Planning and
Development programme. Major projects under this
programme include the North South Carrier project,
Thuni Dam, and Emergency Village Water project.
These are all on-going at various stages of completion.
Madam Chairperson, P382, 068, 000 or 11 per cent of my
Ministry’s development budget is allocated to the Major
Villages Water Supply programme that houses among
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others, Kanye/Molepolole NSC Connection, Maun
Water Sanitation phase 11, Palapye and Mahalapye
Network Extension. The Remaining budget of P548, 190,
000 or 16 per cent is shared by MMEWR Consultancies,
Renewable Energy and Power Development, Coal and
Petroleum Development and Sanitation and Sewarages
Schemes programmes to undertake various water,
sanitation and energy projects. Detailed breakdown of
this budget is attached as Annexure II
CONCLUSION
Madam Chairperson, my presentation of the 2016/17
recurrent and development budgets concludes here. I
request to move that the sum of P374, 312, 820 in the
Consolidated Fund be approved and stand as part of the
Schedule of the Appropriation (2016/17) Bill 2016; and
that the sum of P 3, 425, 508, 000 in the Development
Fund Estimates be approved and stand part of those
Estimates in accordance with the amendments made to
the Estimate Book.
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you very
much Madam Chairperson. Thank you for spotting me
first this evening.
Let me start by saying I agree that the Minister should be
given the funds, and I wish the funds could be increased
because water is very much needed, and we really need
to have it. Let me start by lamenting; at Ga-Malete we
need water, and we have been having a lot of water.
We have an area in Ramotswa called Magope, which
I hope the Honourable Minister knows very well. Plots
were demarcated and allotted there in 2005. They have
long cried about electricity and water but the provision
of such is proving futile. I do not know whether these
people have been forgotten or not.
Schemes for P5 000 have been made so that people
would be able to connect electricity for themselves, but
in Magope those schemes do not apply. I do not know
what caused them not to be in the plan when they are
just close to Ramotswa, resulting in them staying for
ten years without water and electricity. They drink water
from the Notwane River, which is polluted, it is dirty
and there is nothing they can do.
There is a lot of theft in this area of Magope because
it is dark, there is no electricity; thieves have found a
home there. That place is a home to people who are
working, they have built lovely houses. When they
come to Gaborone, the thieves now know when they
are away from home and what time they would come
back; when they leave, they go into their homes and
break in. Therefore Honourable Minister, please see to
it that you give the people of Magope water. I know that

water is an issue for the whole country but at least let
the infrastructure be included in the budget, it should
reflect in your budget that Magope has been included.
Therefore if nothing is reflecting like now, it makes me
wonder if water will ever be connected in this area.
Let me now come back to the Ramotswa boreholes.
These boreholes were providing water to Gaborone,
now when people were excited about the NorthSouth water carrier, they neglected them saying they
are polluted. Since you have realised that they can be
useful, as the Minister has done; having connected a
treatment plant at Boatle, let that be a standing thing.
When we think of water from the North we should not
forget what we have, and discard it. We should know
that those boreholes are very important; they are the
ones which literally built Gaborone. Right now the
government has spent over P11 million in refurbishing
the electricity systems of those boreholes. Since we
have a lot of underground water in Ramotswa we would
not be suffering this much. We are yearning for water as
if we do not have a lot of water underground. I do not
know why you forgot that Ga-Malete assisted in terms
of providing water which built Gaborone. As they say
there is a way in which a black person shows gratitude;
you forgot us and left us out.
Honourable Minister, let me thank you because you
have promised us that electricity will be connected, and
I hope the tendering stage is now complete, and that
electricity will finally come.
That is something worth waiting for and even though the
residents of Magope still complain of water shortage, at
least they will have electricity.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): On a point of order. The House is out of
order, other Members are busy laughing, so may be if
Honourable Ntlhaile could keep quite they would stop
laughing.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes I agree to that,
Honourable Ntlhaile please. You may proceed
Honourable Rantuana.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
There is another issue of small dams that are along
Gaborone dam and disturb the flow of water into the
Gaborone dam. I would like to know the progress update
regarding the investigations on the concerned dams…
(interruptions)… Hei! Madam Chairperson, there is too
much noise. Those people are behaving like students.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Let there be
silence, let us obey the Standing Orders Honourable
Members.
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MR RANTUANA: There are some investigations
which were conducted concerning the dams that are
along the Gaborone dam that hampers the adequate flow
of water into the dam because the water goes into those
dams first. I would like to know progress made so far
regarding the latter. If at all they have been concluded,
we would like to have an appraisal regarding the
findings.

Llareng has already commenced to block water flowing
into these rivers.

We also have two dams in our South East constituency
which could be coming through for us in this
predicament of shortage of water especially Mogobane
dam. It has been on two occasions that this dam filled
up and over flowed to other dams which we are unable
to source water from. If this dam was constructed well,
the water could be retained in there and then be able
to utilise the water to alienate the issue of shortage of
water in Ramotswa.

MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I support the submission made
by Honourable Mokaila and allow me to point out that
developments can be made in a country when there is
adequate water supply of water.

MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER
RESOURCES
(MR
MOKAILA):
Clarification. Honourable Member was citing an
investigation into the dams that have been hampering
the flow of water into Gaborone dam, is Mogobane not
one of those dams that contributes to that hampering
because they all flow into Gaborone dam?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
The Minister seem to be lost, he does not understand
me. If you are not aware, there is an investigation that
is being carried out and I am not sure if it has been
completed, but Mogobane dam was also identified as
one of the dams that hamper the adequate flow of water
into Gaborone dam. As for Mogobane dam, if it could
be re constructed, it could be used to supply Ramotswa
together with the other dam called Nywane.
The Mogobane dam has the ability to hold water
for a long time so if it were to be re constructed, it
could be useful to Ramotswa residents. I believe the
investigations that are being carried out could assist
with the recommendation to extend the dam.
Lastly, I would like to thank the Honourable Minister
for constructing the water treatment plant in Ramotswa.
I believe its completion is nearing had the contractor
been paid on time due to reasons known by the two of
us. We have been having talks with them.
I would like to touch on the issue of sewerage. We
have a problem of sewerage ponds in Llareng which
over flow into Notwane and Taung River. These are the
very same rivers that flow into Gaborone dam and I am
worried that if sewerage water flows into them, will the
water treatment plant in Gaborone be able to treat this
water to be ready for use in Gaborone. I am not certain
as to whether the repairing of the sewerage ponds in
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Going into the issue of power, Botswana Power
Corporation has not been helpful to us because we
continue to experience load shedding every day. Even
when it is windy, we experience power outage, it goes
off very easily. I thank you.

The Lord has remembered us with rain in the past
two days in the Northern part of Botswana. I wish He
could remember the entire country so that we have
ample supply of water. This will rescue us from this
predicament of drought season because now we have run
short of ideas as to what to do in fighting this scourge.
I would like to commend this country to have discovered
the biggest diamond ever. It is something that we ought
to take pride in. Even those countries that did not
recognise us in the diamond industry are considering
investing in us. This is something that I found worth
mentioning and not forgetting that we have managed to
accomplish that through your Ministry Honourable.
Still under mining, our economy has mainly been
sustained by the mining sector that is why we are able
to have programs like ESP. we however experienced a
down fall in diamond exporting in this past year and the
current one. My only prayer could be that God help us
to increase the exporting of diamonds so that we can
be able to use their revenue for our developments in
the villages. This is something that we need to support
because your Ministry does not have control over their
exportation but rather a wold market that rely on.
Furthermore, it seems like we are losing a lot of money
in our mines yet we do not receive the royalties due to
us. They cite many reasons like there is no market and
overrun expenses. In my view we can look into having
someone who will be working from the ministry on a
day-to-day basis in the mines because we lose a lot of
money. You keep checking those people at certain times.
It will be better to have someone to save the interests of
the country or the party that will be ruling by then on
day-to-day-running of those mines. In some instances
you find that a mine can start its operations and run for
ten/twenty but does not pay royalties not even a single
day and you wonder what the problem might be.
When you look at the corporate responsibilities, maybe
in the surrounding villages, there is not even a single
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clinic or a day school they have constructed. These
things need to be looked into carefully and something
needs to be done.
Moving on to mines; we have heard about Besato or is
it Boseto…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Boseto.
MR MAJAGA: Boseto and Mowana Mines at Maun
have closed down due to deflation of prices. Honourable
Mokaila, maybe the time has come for you to travel
around and see if there are some who are willing to
revive those mines so that the people who have lost
their jobs in this drought season may be re-employed.
Mowana Mine which is in Nata /Gweta Constituency
is experiencing the same thing. It had brought life to
villages such as Dukwi, Mosetse, Lepašhe in Matsitama
and as far as Honourable Molao and Honourable
Batshu’s constituencies. The business in the area was
thriving. Now given the current situation, you will find
that most of Batswana’s lives have been affected.
Energy; Honourable Minister, it seems Batswana cannot
manage to pay the electricity connection fee. It appears
like there is a problem with the policy that was once
introduced of P5 000 connection fee.
I want us to encourage solar energy. These diesel
consuming generators found at Matshelagabedi and
Orapa are not sustainable looking at the cost. Those
ones can be used for emergencies while we gravitate
towards solar energy and connect to the nearby grid and
invite a lot of companies in it.
Talk to the Ministry of Lands and Housing to allocate
land without wasting Batswana’s time. Doing business
should be fast because some things are delayed by not
allocating land to Batswana on time.
Honourable Minister, we are grateful that we have water
in the North. My only concern is that, we should build
dams for the available water. We should not be caught
off guard like it happened last year when Gaborone Dam
dried up and that is when we started digging boreholes
at Masama. If it is possible to survey and construct two
more dams, let it be so. Although I do not understand
why Mosetse Dam has been left out but we could even
have a hydro power plant in that place because it is built
around the hills. We could just seal it off and allow it to
store water. Recently, we thought of you when we were
standing by Mosetse river bank and saw water flowing
to Makgadikgadi. Maitengwe River and Tutume River
feeds Sowa Mine. We do not have shortage of water.
Water from Matsitama, Lepašhe and Mosetse goes to
waste. Batswana should be able to benefit from that
dam. We know that Batswana have been allocated

farms in that area. Next time when other Batswana are
allocated those farms, because there is water in Dukwi
well field, they should use water from the boreholes for
irrigation. We cannot use the same water from Dukwi
well field for irrigation and drinking. We should try by
all means to build the dam or we should get connected
from Mathangwane as people are suffering in those
villages.
In your supplementary last time, you said that boreholes
are being dug at Lepašhe, Kutamogoree and Tsokatshaa.
Even up to now nothing has been done. We are about to
enter into another financial year, may you ensure that
there is monitoring which is long overdue.
Minister, as you will be traveling to Nata in a few days’
time, you are going to see the electrification project
that has long been started by the Chinese at Manxotai,
Sepako and Maposa; it is just a distance of about 6
kilometres yet Batswana are not enjoying the benefit of
that. This pains me. Thank you.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Thank you Madam Chairperson. Firstly, I
would like to commend the Botswana Democratic Party
government and the Minister of this ministry because
they are giving Batswana what they have promised
them. They have executed the plans they set out. Taking
into account the dry state of our country and then look
at the dams constructed, those dams were constructed
during a severe drought spell where no one expected
that to happen. If you are one of the people given to
disbelief, in this matter you will get to appreciate that
there was seriousness in carrying out these projects.
You will realise that these plans are from a National
Water Master Plan of 1992 before there were ideas of
disputing the obvious. This government, this ministry,
this Minister and the Parliament we are in has been
allocating funds to be used to give Batswana the services
they need.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MASISI: We are not ashamed that we took funds
to build these dams with plans that during this financial
year we will deduct from the budget and remain with the
balance. The next time funds are available, we will get a
portion in order to expand.
North South Carrier is the longest water carrier we have
ever had. I wish those who dispute that could go there
and see.
I commend you Minister with the people that you work
with because you worked very hard.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
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MR MASISI: Of course, there are hiccups here and
there. We are all affected. I am grateful that the plan to
pump water from the North to South is also benefitting
Moshupa/Manyana Constituency. Let me thank you
Minister that apart from power cuts that render water
pumping impossible, the residents of Mogonye have
water to drink. The residents of Manyana also drink
this water. By February 2017, the big pipe that passes
through Mmamashia supplying water to Thamaga,
Moshupa and Kanye will be complete, it will be passing
through Polokwe…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MASISI: I do not mean the steken hill (Steep
Mountain), I mean Polokwe. Not what you are thinking,
steken hill is your height but we are talking of Polokwe,
a much higher mountain. The water will be carried
there by this government. I know we are going to see
instances where people will be complaining that there is
no water only because of a pipe burst. As a leader you
do not do that…
MR NTLHAILE: Clarification. Your Honour, the
Vice President, you are on point. Is it true that the
government rejected the advice on the quality of the
pipes to be used on this water project hence the shortage
of water in Botswana?
MR MASISI: Yes, do not forget that we once advised
the Mabutsane-Jwaneng constituency that they are
making mistakes; just like we are advising those in
Mahotshwane not to repeat the same mistake. Advice
is advice, it can either be taken or not, and at the end
there may be regrets of not taking that particular advice.
Yes it is true we got various kinds of advice on which
pipes to use and a decision was taken, it was not in
vain. We are able to manage the existing problems. Just
continue with your advice and you will be there until
2019 where we will be doing away with you. We are
going to beat you and no one is going to make it back to
Parliament, it is only us who will make it back. Let me
move on Chairperson, this person is leading me astray.
Let me advice our Honourable Minister that our water
utilities company needs advise. It is not performing well
because it needs to work with the people, especially
those we are representing. Water is an important aspect
of life. And it has to be always available, it is one aspect
which one cannot be short of. If there is where a pipe
should be fixed, they should communicate with people,
in a good manner, communication is lacking in your
officers Honourable Minister. Despite their shortage,
we are going to wonder if really they are fit to perform
the assigned duties. Please talk to them, be firm on
them. The second things is that since the department is
going to undertake sensitizing the public on the proper
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usage of water, please be considerate, and probably you
could co-opt Honourable Tshekedi Khama to form part
of the team to beef up the sensitization process. If you
could focus more on that, and then teach drivers to use
bowsers and fix them then it could be better, just do your
part.
Lastly Honourable Minister, let me thank you that
despite Botswana being a land locked country, we are
able to have water across all boards and we are better off
than those countries which have access to the oceans.
This BDP government has allowed us to take oils, petrol
from those countries and then sell them at a lesser prize.
Can you manage anything? I want them to just give up.
I support you Honourable Minister.
MR NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me start off by
commenting on the issue of Energy, Minerals and
water. We have to show that as the next government, the
Umbrella for Democratic Change, is serious about the
importance of water. There is no project which is going
to run and even the stubborn BDP government cannot
eradicate poverty if she does not stand to give Batswana
water or do everything possible to see to it that water
is there. The UDC government believes that water is
a basic human neeed, therefore upon taking over the
government, we are going to ensure that every village
and every person is going to live a life with dignity
that the BDP is preaching yet they do not know what
it means. I want to confirm to Batswana that BDP has
failed to provide water and therefore they should just
forget about it. Honourable Minister, you are not serious
about providing water to Batswana. Sekoma region
has raised a concern of shortage of water, and the little
that they have is salty and contaminated. It shows that
your government or your department does not rate this
region because you always promise to address water
shortage in the region but to no avail. It appears you are
underestimating them, you always promise to address
the water situation but you never do. Honourable
Minister, please take those people as part of Botswana
as well. There are boreholes in Kwakwala and Sekoma,
they do not require a master plan to be done Honourable
Minister. Nothing is actually needed for you to provide
the people of Mahotshwane and Sekoma with clean
water because there are boreholes that I have just talked
about which do not require much funds. I want to remind
the Minister that if these funds are not enough, I would
support you that we take something from the funds
allocated the Directorate of Intelligence Service (DIS)
because DIS is not a basic human need or right in which
we can inject money while the people of Sekoma suffer.
Minister, there are funds that can enable you to equip
boreholes at Kwakwala so that people of Mahotshwane
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can have clean water. At the moment, they are supplied
by bowsers which sometimes take a week or two weeks
being down. So, I want us to look into this because the
BDP Government seems to be using water to punish
Batswana and that is against the United Nations. We
are surprised that after 50 years, some communities
especially Sekoma community seem to be punished
and I want to confirm that to the Sekoma community
because there are funds.
A lot of funds have been allocated the DIS and I
am saying those funds should be taken and used to
supplement your ministry so that the people of Sekoma
can have water like other communities.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of
clarification. Thank you Mr Chairperson. Since the
Honourable Member started talking, he has been talking
about Sekoma and I wonder if that is all about his
constituency or are you in a way campaigning for the
Council bye election?
MR NTLHAILE: Minister, the people of Sekoma are
complaining and I have to talk about them because your
government has neglected them for the past 50 years.
Moving onto Mines, it is surprising Minister and as
the Umbrella for Democratic Change, we believe that
our government is going to ensure that companies
that will be mining in our country will pay obligatory
royalties that would be channeled into developing the
communities in which those mines are found.
Mr Chairperson, we are not like those on the other
side of the aisle who think that we will be giving the
communities all the money. No, we will ensure that
those companies pay royalties that go into government
coffers and those communities will also have funds
through which they can get services.
Currently Minister, Batswana are crying that jobs are
taken by foreigners and we are requesting that graduates
of Vocational Training Centres (VTCs) like the one in
Jwaneng could be able to work in the Jwaneng mine.
Your ministry has failed to do this. We see foreigners
coming here to get jobs in the mines. This shows that
you ministry is lagging behind and there is need for it
to be given enough funds to ensure that the graduates of
these VTCs are employed in the mines.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR
MOLAO): Thank you Mr Chairperson for giving me
this opportunity after such a long time. I support the
Minister on his request so that he can go and execute
the duties of his ministry. We understand that it is not
enough since we need more.

Let me talk about one or two things regarding water.
In the north, our dams are full. However Honourable
Members, we have two clusters in my constituency and
one of them is called the Sebina Cluster and for a very
long time, we have been promised that we will drink water
from Ntimbale Dam. This Sebina Cluster is inclusive of
Sebina, Nshakashokwe, Marapong, Semitwe, Marobela
and Mafungo-Hubona. They drink water from boreholes
at Honourable Batshu`s constituency. This water is not
nice and tastes salty and it is not even enough especially
in villages like Marapong, Semitwe and Marobela.
These villages are in dire conditions yet we are close
to Ntimbale Dam. Minister, we wish you could source
funds that could connect water from Ntimbale so that
these villages can get water.
About the Mathangwane Cluster, the villages have
grown. The water supply of this cluster is the Shashe Dam
to the reservoir in Mathangwane to Chadibe, Borolong,
Natale, Makobo and Jamataka. The population of
Mathangwane, Chadibe and Borolong is around 20 000
and some parts of Borolong village experience water
shortage all the time because the area is on a high level
ground. I urge you to speed up the process of bringing
the reservoirs that are in Mathangwane, Chadibe
and Borolong closer. These areas are growing at an
alarming rate moreso that they are near Francistown.
Francistown is already full and now it is spilling over to
Mathangwane, Chadibe, Borolong upto Natale and now
there is shortage of water. As we go to Jamakata they
only have two taps for the whole village. This village is
growing and now the water is not enough for all of them
Minister. I have long sent a request to the Ministry of
Local Government to include them in the Remote Area
Development Programme (RADP) so that we assist
them.
Electricity Minister, I am grateful that this year in
Borolong and Chadibe there is going to be connection
of power; however if I look at the maps that your staff
is drawing it is clear that it is not going to arrive in
Borolong, Chadibe and Mathangwane where people
wish to connect electricity which is charged P5000.00.
Let us see how we can extend this connection because
most people have applied which is a clear indication that
there is business.
In Nshakazhokwe West there are 300 plots which have
been demarcated and water is not connected there, no
electricity but those plots have been there for the past
five years. They are trying to start their building projects
but it is difficult because water is not connected there
and the residents of Nshakazhokwe are complaining
about this.
We have been blessed in my constituency and I
appreciate that Minister. All the villages except for
Hansard No 182

27

Tuesday 1stMarch, 2016

ORGANISATION 1000 – MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES - Committee of Supply

Jamakata have been connected electricity in the national
Grid. Even if there is still shortage but the electricity is
there and I have a long list of people who have applied
for connection. This is a clear sign that if we were to
extend the connection there was going to be a lot of
business in your Ministry.
As I conclude Minister I would say as you are planning
to extend Morupule to five, six and beyond, how is
the progress? The nation wants to know the timeline;
they want to know if the situation is going to improve
looking at Morupule A, Morupule B and the extension
to five and six. What should we expect as a nation? The
information could also be of good use as the business
people would know what to expect. As we are busy
promoting the ESP people should know where they are
going to get electricity and water when they start their
construction projects. This would help this programme
to be a success.
Lastly, solar energy; Minister how are you planning to
extend the provision of solar energy? What should we
expect? As we are starting NDP 11 I believe we can use
solar energy moreso that we have got long summer days
that we could use for the solar energy. With those words
we should consider this Minister.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tshireletso.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): …(Laughs )… I thank you Mr
Chairman, no the thing is we are neighbours me and the
Chairman so he had to pick me first. Mr Chairman let
me quickly start by thanking…
MR CHAIRPERSON: You are imputing improper
motives on the Chairmanship.

MS TSHIRELETSO: No, it is just appreciation Mr
Chairman, when you kiss you are appreciating, I do not
know if that word is wrong…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Kiss me I will forward
it.
MS TSHIRELETSO: …I am saying this because in
Mahalapye water was dripping everywhere and now
there is a company that is connecting the taps that are
going to fix the old ones. In my constituency in an
area called Kanama there used to be no water and as
we speak it has been connected, even in Flower town
there is water. In Mahalapye there is a place where
Mahalapye River and Taupye River meet and there was
a plan to turn that place into a dam. I believe it is high
time we reserve the water that we can get and not let it
flow away.
Honourable Majaga has been thanking the Lord for the
rainfall and in Mahalapye the river was overflowing;
now we do not know where that water went. It means
the water has been wasted. Honourable Members we
have to make it a point that we reserve water as much
as possible. Still on the issue of water, I would like to
encourage Batswana at large that we should reserve
water, us not the government. I have been hearing
people blaming the government, Batswana we are
spoilt we expect the government to do everything for
us. Nowadays we have houses that are roofed with
corrugated iron but people do not use it to reserve water
in Gaborone. We therefore have to encourage our people
to keep water as we did in the past when we used to have
reservoirs. When growing up, my uncle used to have a
reservoir built of bricks to store rain water but as soon
as the government introduced stand pipes we destroyed
it. We now have Jojo containers and Forex in Lobatse
which builds big drums….

MS TSHIRELETSO: … Minister Mokaila. I want to
appreciate the fact that he has a lot of work in his hands,
I understand that the Ministries have a lot of work to do
but his is worse. When a child is born he is supposed to
be cleaned, so this issue of water starts right there, when
we are born. You are dealing with water, electricity and
sewage system however when you are asked questions
you answer them well. I want to commend you for that;
if you were close to me I was going to thank you with
a kiss…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Flotek.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Really!

I would also like to request Batswana to support
Honourable Minister in the implementation of water
recycling. It does not matter whether we like this idea
or not, the time has arrived to start recycling water;
we are living in a desert, there is no rain, we are far

MS TSHIRELETSO: I would kiss you because in
Mahalapye, my constituency everything has been
done…
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MS TSHIRELETSO: Flotek. Let us build these drums
and use them to store water especially at this time in
which we have shortage of water in Gaborone. We
would not be struggling with water issues if we had these
drums. I never run out of water in Mahalapye because I
have two of the big drums and I have even placed some
for my tenants. These drums can hold thousands of litres
therefore they last for a while.
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from the oceans. Even places like Namibia which are
closer to the ocean are recycling water; when you are
drinking water in those places you will be quite aware
that its water that have been recycled from places like
toilets and bathrooms. Lastly I will like to request all
of us here to spread the word about saving water by
refraining from filling our bathtubs when having a bath.
Water for cooking and brushing our teeth should also be
minimised.
Let me comment on an issue that have just been discussed.
I will like to commend you Honourable Minister. The
Jwaneng mine is used by certain Honourable Ministers
to enrich them. A couple of Honourable Ministers from
the opposition are profiting from this mine. Even though
Batswana have capabilities to dig Jwaneng Mines,
these Ministers won tenders to dig the mine. They also
supply overalls and uniforms. Therefore nobody should
blame you Honourable Minister for not availing jobs for
Batswana. We have come up with poverty eradication
programmes but some Honourable Members have been
greedy and do not want to share opportunities with
ordinary Batswana. They should also be accountable
for their actions and not always put the blame on the
Botswana Democratic Party Government. I will not
mention any names.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We do not understand
what you are saying.
MS TSHIRELETSO: You would not understand
because I am talking about to you. Let me say…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: it is Duma Boko.
MS TSHIRELETSO: No it is not Honourable Boko.
Please refrain from name dropping because I do not
want to mention anyone’s name. Lastly I want to talk
about the need for solar power. The complications with
Morupule mines have clarified just how much we need
to start making solar power.
I will also like to commend you Honourable Minister
for explaining to Mahotshwane residents who are part
of the Remote Area Development Communities about
when they will be supplied with water. You do not only
cater for developed villages like Mahalapye but for
remote areas as well and for that I commend you.
Some activities take time to produce results therefore
it is important to be patient and not give up. We have
not given up on the water crisis issue. We once made
a commitment that every 15km Motswana should be
able to get water and indeed we made it possible. The
shortage of water that is going on now is beyond us,
there is nothing we can do about that; the only solution
will be if it rained. These are some of the things that

I will like to thank Honourable Mokaila for achieving.
The issue of power is very difficult, we need to support
Honourable Mokaila and help him come up with
temporary ideas to keep water and power running
while the problem is still being solved. Thank you Mr
Chairperson.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank
you very much Mr Chairperson. I will like to address the
water crisis in Molepolole. The water crisis is not only
experienced in Molepolole but nationwide especially in
Gaborone. I think the Honourable Minister has to look
into the issue that was mentioned earlier by another
Honourable Member; that there are some small dams that
are feeding from Notwane river. These are individually
owned dams and are stopping water that could be used
by the public. This is a very selfish practice and should
be punishable by law.
The water crisis is even worse in Molepolole. The
residents launched a complaint with water Utilities and
later with their Member of Parliament but answers were
still not very clear. I think the Honourable Minister
needs to clarify to the people of Molepolole of when
they will be having water; some of them have not had
water for a period of four months. They also do not have
Jojo containers that they can use to store water. Those
who have Jojos get refill after a period of four months
and the minute they are refilled the water gets finished
because of the high demand. Therefore Minister we
request that you assess this issue because just recently
or this past week on Friday when I talked with the
Engineer, he said they are aware of that situation but
they have already started with one vehicle as it once had
a breakdown. If water source for such a big village is
a bowser with only one vehicle which also transports
water to Lentsweletau and other areas and people are
simply told that we are aware of water shortage but
the vehicle is at Lentsweletau, then that is totally
unacceptable so kindly redress it.
The major thing to note here is that Water Utilities is not
indolent they just do not have equipments and resources
so can you please assist with those at Molepolole
constituency. For example if you go to Mokobeng
there is absolutely nothing, I am mentioning these
areas Minister so that you can go and make enquiries at
Molepolole; at Kgosing the reason they gave for failure
to pump water is that it is too steep I must say this is the
first time to hear that. There is so much thirst so kindly
assist us.
Minister when I read Paragraph 2 of your speech there
is an indication that you have utilised the funds through
the Kanye, Molepolole North-South carrier but when I
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read further to Paragraph 52 Honourable Minister you
mentioned areas which are going to get water from this
North-South carrier and Molepolole is not included. I
now do not understand, if it shows that you have utilised
the funds to carry water to Molepolole but here you
provided a list of areas which water will be carried to
but Molepolole is not in the list, how exactly do you
reconcile these statements? Molepolole residents have
high expectations that they are going to get water but
now they are aware that the carrier has changed route
to Kanye, Moshupa and Thamaga, Molepolole is not in
the list. Minister you would have to offer an explanation
to Bakwena and verify whether that is true, if it is not
true tell them when they are going to get water. If they
are not going to get some explain to them why you hate
them and refuse to provide them with water, I request
thus Minister.
I also request that the initiatives I see featuring in
your research about water which will be carried from
Lesotho…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
DR MMATLI: …can assist us here, I request that the
water from Lesotho should be…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
I hear you, I am not deaf just say it once.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Mr Chairperson my
point is that we should be careful regarding our choice
of vocabulary in this august House. If the speaker being
Honourable Mmatli says the Minister hates Molepolole
that is unacceptable. He should use proper vocabulary,
not hate speech. He also knows very well the reason he
is in Parliament; it is to create the budget and enhance
it based on the reasons. Therefore we should stop the
hate speech because in the previous Parliament session
it was overly used by Honourable Mmatli right now he
is using the word “hate” I do not know how he is going
to prove the Minister’s hatred in person.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Okay, it is
understandable Honourable Moswaane, switch off that
microphone. I get your point Honourable Member.
Honourable Mmatli use less hate speech. Honourable
Mokaila is also present in Parliament he should defend
himself when he feels he is being provoked.
DR MMATLI: No, I did not say he hates them, I said
he should offer an explanation as to why he hates them,
he will personally respond to that.
Another thing I would like to talk about Minister is the
sewerage system which has halted all the developments
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at Molepolole. I have complained about it at length and I
was not the first, since NDP 8 we were promised. We are
hoping that in the current budget the Minister will report
when it will commence and when it shall be completed,
we are not in the planning stage. We are currently faced
with lack of sewerage system Honourable the sewerage
is now in the village and the smell, you cannot even eat
and this is serious health hazard. Cattle drink from those
sewages and people stay there too. It is now time for
the village as big as Molepolole, which is developing to
cease from complaining about sewerage system in the
village.
I wish that the issue Honourable Tshireletso raised about
fixing broken pipes at Mahalapye should also be there at
Molepolole because there is water leakage everywhere
however, I am a bit calm now that the repair project has
commenced. In that case Minister you should assess
those underground pipes at Molepolole because the
pipes date as far back as 1966 just before independence
so if you repair from one point it breaks the other point,
there is leakage everywhere so can you kindly go and
repair Minister.
Let me conclude with the condition of electricity at
Molepolole, it is the same as the whole country is in
darkness. However these frequent power cuts affect the
businesses, the business owners and the economy of our
country. We have a solution to this situation and that
is solar energy. When the Honourable Members speak
about solar energy they speak about something which
can easily be achieved in Botswana but the problem
is that we have not given ourselves time and money
to invest and ensure that there is availability of solar
energy. I fully support this one my colleagues.
My point Minister is that we know that you are
an excellent speaker, you will certainly respond
convincingly but we want you to know that at Molepolole
your beautiful responses have never actually benefited
us. It is just vague beautiful responses which do not
benefit us Honourable Minister; we want water, we
want electricity not those response which bears no fruit.
Thank you Minister.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Honourable Chairperson, let me thank you. Let me
show my support to the Minister’s budget.
However let me comment with regards to everything
that is happening in Botswana and inform him that
Batswana want water Minister, they are thirsty but you
are focusing you energies in the wrong direction. Let me
start with Gaborone area; Minister monitor the situation
carefully. If only you could take heed of my advice;
while there are no rainfalls you could expand Gaborone
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dam because even if it can be full, still the water capacity
will be low, it is going to be dry in a very short period
of time. Its capacity is smaller than Gaborone itself
therefore I strongly believe that Gaborone dam should
be expanded if it is still failing to captivate rain water.
I also think you should clean up the mud Honourable
Minister.
Reports indicate that the water level is dropping it is
drastically dropping in our dams which are full in
Botswana. I agree with your programme which shows
how you are going to develop it.
However let me mention other areas in Botswana as a
whole. There are a lot of issues in the Kgalagadi areas
and there is a lot of poverty and most of this is mainly
driven by shortage of water. I suggest that we should
try and address the water situation in Kgalagadi. The
problem also badly affects the Basarwa tribe and since
they are nomadic they face many challenges. I have
seen in some areas boreholes that are drilled by the
government for livestock and I suggest that we should
drill boreholes in strategic areas so that, if it happens
that they settle there then they can get water from that
borehole. I am basically looking at their lifestyle and
culture. Honourable Minister the issues of shortage
of water continue to come up and I have seen such in
Francistown as well. The people in the North East area
do not have water yet the Ntimbale dam is full. They can
stay for up to six days without water and I want you to
address this situation because it is now perpetuating the
saying that ‘BDP must fall.’ That should be addressed
with immediate effect. The North East area has got
plenty of water that can be enough for 49 villages and
the Water Utilities removed all the engines when it took
over. We have been informed that even though the dam
has got plenty of water, there are instructions given out
that certain villages should not be given water. This all
proves that people determined on ensuring that BDP
should fall. Honourable Minister we should be careful
of how things are done. People should not have shortage
of water whilst the government has made an effort to
see to it that they have water in their villages. These
things should be corrected so that Batswana can live in
a good environment.
Mr Chairperson I will talk about the country in general
because we have no water shortage in Francistown. I
would like to talk about the Nata-Gweta constituency
and say that, it is evident that there is a big river in that
area and perhaps we should hurry to build a dam that will
help provide water in that area. I believe that we should
look into these situations as Batswana because we are
in Parliament to address situations around the country.
Mr Chairperson in everything that is happening I have a
few complaints. If you can go to their offices and inform

them that the areas of Gaborone, Francistown Monarch,
Selibe Phikwe and Lobatse are not ready to have the
services of sewage trucks discontinued, they will tell
you that they have made a decision. I am not sure where
they got the authority to do that because the Cabinet has
not approved that issue. I am not sure because of …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: No, I have the letter Honourable
Member.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: No, I am saying as we have been
enquiring. I cannot ask Chillyboy.
HONOURABLE MEMBER:…(Laughter!)…
MR MOSWAANE: I therefore want to say that we
should pay attention to this issue because denying people
water could be a deliberate move. I am even beginning
to suspect that some of the issues that we keep having
could be deliberate since people do not want to serve
the country with honesty. I want us to look into these
issues Honourable Minister and see how we can help
Batswana with water supply.
I know that the Minister is always going around the
country addressing people about these issues and even
though people say that you have a way with words
people like you are very important and I suggest you
continue in your quest to explain the truth to the people.
You should however make issues emanating for the
Nata area where most of Basarwa reside a priority. The
Basarwa tribe most reside in the South of the country
and this is why I stand here today to talk about issues
concerning them and not just my constituency. The way
things are happening lately you will see that people
want to take over power by feeding people untruths
about the fact that, the government does not care about
them. People might then actually believe it because they
can see that some areas have got water while they never
have any. We should therefore ensure that we address
this issue and see to it that everyone has access to water
because water is a source of life. It is evident that the
population of Basarwa is declining and it is clear that
most of them suffer from different ailments. Be that
as it may, they do not have water needed in order for
them to ingest their medicine. This as a result will lead
to their decline. I believe that we should help all these
tribes that are far from basic amenities so that they start
complaining about something else and not the basic
needs.
MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification. Thank
Mr Chairperson. You are debating well Honourable
Member. I want to know where you got the statistics
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that the population of Basarwa is declining since the
department of Statistics Botswana does not count people
according to tribal lines.
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Member I live with
Basarwa and I am a Pastor in case you do not know.
I often come in contact with them at church and I
have come to realise that their lifespan is very short.
We should pay attention to the fact that, people need
water in order to take their pills, so what will they do
since they do not have water? That is what I believe
Honourable Member.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, you cannot call for a point
of order when I am standing. Honourable Member if
that is where you got the information, then it is better
to remove it from our record and continue with your
debate.
MR MOSWAANE: No Mr Chairperson I explained that
the way people are suffering, I suspect that the numbers
are reduced by these concerns, I am not supposed to …
(Interruptions) …

MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Thank you
Mr Chairperson. The Honourable Member must
substantiate the fact that the population of people of San
origin is declining, that is not a substantive answer that
he is giving. He should substantiate. Statistics is the
only way that can indicate whether there is a decline or
there is an increase.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moswaane, where
did you get the information that the numbers of the
Basarwa tribe are declining? Please explain to your
colleagues.

MR MOSWAANE: I do not think I will back down on
something that I am seeing with my own eyes. Something
which is not worrying Honourable Member Kgoroba
such that, he could make fun of…(interruptions)…it is
not right.

MR MOSWAANE: No they should go and find out for
themselves at the hospitals. Should I go on his behalf
even though he knows that the information is in the
public domain? It is not necessary , he can go and find
out for himself.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: I said that this information is in the
public domain; they can go and find out for themselves.
I was not sent by Chiluba or whoever. Chiliboy …
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, Honourable Moswaane,
what the Honourable Members want to know is the
source of your information. That is all they need from
you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, please wait. Explain where
you got that information from.
MR MOSWAANE: That information? I got it from the
Basarwa.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moswaane, we
cannot work like that. When you say something in
Parliament you should know that it is a record and if you
got the information from where you say you did then, it
cannot be recorded in the Hansard that you were told by
people from church. You are talking about a very serious
issue even though you are taking it for granted.
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MR MOSWAANE: I want to talk on behalf of these
people and I will not …(Interruptions) …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Majaga, did you
say elucidation or point of order?
MR MAJAGA: Point of order. I had said point of
order and then it seemed I was not audible enough.
Mr Chairperson the Honourable Member is telling the
truth because the places he is talking about; in Sepako,
Manxotai and Nata people are getting water from
streams. You saw it on television. In Sepako that is the
case; you can all go there now to see. That gives rise to
diseases because that water is not clean. The lives of
people are in danger. It is a straight forward thing. Mr
Moswaane you are debating very well.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! No, you know what?
You are talking about two different issues. Honourable
Majaga is talking about something else, I have been
following yours Honourable Member, it is a straight
forward issue. I am talking about the one by Honourable
Moswaane. Now Honourable Moswaane has changed
his statement, he is saying he said he suspects that there
is a reduction. Now if you said you are suspecting, there
is no way I can follow it up. His suspicions seem to be
misplaced because others do not agree with him. Please
continue Honourable Member.
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Chairperson, let me thank
you. Honourable Members, this is our country. This
Botswana is ours, but with the responsibility which the
Minister has been given…
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MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Honourable
Chairperson, we cannot leave it like that, Honourable
Moswaane did not say he is suspecting he said there is
a reduction. Even if we could look at the Hansard, you
will find out that he said there is reduction, he did not
say he suspects. He must withdraw that part where he
said there is a reduction.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, I do not know what you are
on about because I have made a ruling on that. Please
proceed Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: Yes, as I conclude my debate,
I want to encourage Water Utilities to ensure that
Batswana properly get water in towns. Honourable
Minister please pay close attention to issues at Water
Utilities. It seems in rural areas it is not giving proper
services. Look into that because that will help us.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Time up!
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let
me take this opportunity to thank Honourable Minister
Mokaila and his colleagues for the sterling job they are
doing in this country; that as we are facing a challenges
of insufficient funds, natural disasters like drought
which no one anticipated to be this bad, they are still
trying their best, people who have the passion and drive
in government and their job. They are running all over
the country.
We know that they are called here and there being told
that pipes have burst and they are leaking. Those who
know, who have been serving in this government for a
while know where we are coming from. They know that
since we moved from Water Affairs, there has not been
enough funds to replace the old pipes. This means these
pipes are now old. That is why water keeps leaking in
many places in this country.
On top of that, there is the drought which we are
currently experiencing. We have been informed that
there is 2 per cent water in Gaborone dam. There is
no one who expected these things to happen, they are
just mysterious surprises. We ask ourselves questions
every day and also consider science, asking ourselves
why rain is not falling in the south. What happened?
We found out that there are certain things that happened
which God is not happy about. As we can see most of
the constituencies in the south are represented by my
colleagues from other side of the aisle, maybe God does
not like this thing. God is not happy.
Honourable Mokaila and your stuff, you are really
working hard and you have to be commended for not
giving up. They are really doing their best, they do not

grow weary. Therefore with regards to the issues you
have mentioned, I am really happy to see you encourage
and also joining hands with foreign companies as well
as those that are local so that solar power is put into
effect. This is something that I really encourage, and I
am supporting you on this one. You should follow it up
because it is one of the resources which we have in this
country, without a doubt.
I was still talking to Honourable Tsogwane telling him
about the street lights in Tonota, but since you have
promised me, I said to him that as electricity is still an
issue, consider putting up solar power. That is why I am
saying, we need to dialogue about this issue of solar
power, and support it so that we could be able to spread
or connect electricity throughout the whole country but
having installed street lights that use solar power in
Tonota.
Therefore the other issue that I want to highlight to you
so that you assist us is with regards to Water Utilities.
The reason is that during every Kgotla meeting that we
hold Honourable Minister, people in villages are crying
foul because of high bills from Water Utilities. Even
when an old woman stays alone in the home they would
receive bills amounting to P3 000, and they would
wonder what happened. I see this as an administrative
issue. Your staff have to check the accounting system
they are using because sometimes when we ask the
trying to solve these issues they would say, let us talk to
those in Francistown to reverse.
Therefore this makes me wonder; if the bills will be
charged and reversed, who is accountable? How is it
going to be reconciled? You should look into this matter
because it gives people back in the villages a headache
and puts them at a disadvantage. We are also requesting
that when your officers go to the villages to check or
address these issues, they should do so with humility
and respect because they disconnect for people a lot;
after doing so because an old lady would be owing
P3000, they would go back and reverse when they are
being followed up; yet they would have disconnected
the water supply saying the old lady is owing. These are
some of the issues that I am asking you to look into…
Honourable Minister, since we are experiencing
drought, please check the rivers like colleagues were
talking about rivers in Nata. There is another river
in Mahalapye which is flooded by the recent heavy
rainfalls (pula ya matlakadibe). If possible consider this
river as well to see how best to…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction.
MR OLOPENG: … (Laughter!)…
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MR CHAIRPERSON: I was wondering if I captured
that very well.

MR BILLY: I am in order. I am saying this because I
have…

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): On a
point of correction. Mr Chairperson I just wanted to
correct the Honourable Member, we do not call heavy
rains (makatla-namane). We have heavy stormy
rains or heavy rain with hails storms which we call
(matlakadibe). I thank you.

MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure. Mr
Chairperson, it is very surprising that the proportional
distribution that applies here in Parliament is not the
same proposition that is used elsewhere like for instance
at Portfolio Committees. Why are we applying double
standards in the sense that, here in Parliament when
you are debating, you can give two speakers from the
other side to one this side? Why do we not allocate
appropriately? Why do we apply double standards?

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister of Youth,
Sport and Culture, there is no such rain as (makatlanamane)… (Laughter!)…
MR OLOPENG: …(Laughter!)…Thank you Mr
Chairperson. I have taken note of that from Honourable
Goya. He is saying it is referred to as matlakadibe
(heavy stormy rains) and I am saying that is not correct
because that is the kind of rain that destroys houses. May
I request you Honourable Minister to consider digging
a borehole in Mahalapye River so that it may perhaps
supply water to Mahalapye because our options are thin
on ground and therefore we cannot afford to leave any
stone unturned. This will require a lot of funds but at the
same time we know that our economy is disadvantaged
by the prices of the commodities. We need to appreciate
all the efforts that you put forward and do not be weary
of explaining the situations that continue to surround us.
Keep the good work of updating us whether favourable
or not.
We shall continue to give you and your Ministry our
unwavering support and we can only pray that the price
commodities rise so that our economy will be boosted
to give you sufficient funds to carry out your projects.
With that I thank you.
MR BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Thank you
Master of Ceremony.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No Honourable Member, we
are not in a funeral.
MR BILLY: Honourable Minister …
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Billy…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mr Chairperson.
MR BILLY: Sorry Mr Chairperson. Honourable
Minister, there seems to be a huge challenge under the
department of mines as a lot of mines lately are closing
down due to failure to make profits. I would like to
propose that there be an investigation into this matter
to establish the closure of these mines. I am saying this
because I suspect that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs!) …
MR KGOROBA: Shut up!
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgoroba, withdraw
your words ‘shut up.’
MR KGOROBA: I withdraw Mr Chairperson. …
(Laughter!)…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order Honourable
Members. Let me help you out here. We are on
Committee of Supply and we are in order. You have
not been allocated the same time and there are some
who have not said anything while others have spoken
once and others twice. We are trying to allocate you
equivalent time so that you all have the opportunity to
speak. So just take it easy, there is no problem because
those who are speaking now are those who have not
done so before.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR CHAIRPERSON: No keep quite. Proceed
Honourable Member.
MR BILLY: Thank you Mr Chairperson. As I was
saying, I have realised that a lot of mines in Botswana
are not making profit and my suspicions are centred on
issues of security. Maybe some investors come here on
pretences that they want to mine while in actual fact, that
is not basically the case. When that happens, they fail
to make profit and then close quickly. When you look
at our neighbouring countries, you will find that, their
mining companies are well established and secured, it
is very rare for them to shut down because they make
profit while this side is totally the opposite. I would like
to urge you Honourable Minister to look into it.
Just recently, the Bamangwato Concession Limited
(BCL) bought Tati Nickel mine. This mine has been
doing well but as we speak a lot of people have lost
their jobs due to failure to make profits. We were very
much hopeful in Francistown that the economy will be
boosted but when the mines are closing down, it broods
fear that there might be something besides the losses.
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Moolman mine was sub contracted by the Tati Nickel
on a period of five years but when BCL took over Tati
Nickel, a lot of employees there lost their jobs. It had an
enrolment of over 900 people and I suspect that there is
more to it than what meets the eye.
Secondly, I would like to focus on water crisis. When
you talk of residents in New Stance, Satellite, Area
W, or Donga, telling them that there is water shortage
in Botswana, they become surprised because they are
surrounded by dams. These are issues that I would
request the Honourable Minister to look into, the water
Utilities billing system is questionable. As a Gaborone
resident, I sometimes get a monthly bill of P2, 000
but sometimes I would not have been around or I was
around for about four days only. Now this shows that
there is a problem with the billing system.
Another thing that you need Minister is to have a
permanent solution to the issues of water and electricity.
I am well aware that we say we have recently dug
boreholes but these are just temporary solutions.
Minister, we want you to address the temporary and
permanent solutions. That alone can give us an assurance
that indeed you are going to solve the challenge that we
have. I do not think at this time we could be talking
about towns with no street lights. This is caused by
the expensive methods we use to acquire electricity. I
believe that, if we could focus on solar energy given our
relations with a country like China which is far ahead
in the use of solar energy, then this will assist us to have
a better solution.
Still on electricity; Seleka, Itekeng, Ntshe, Coloured,
Donga and Donga Extension are feeling the effects
of shortage of electricity. The darkness in those areas
could ultimately lead to unpleasant incidents. At the
moment, we could not even be addressing the issue
of unavailability of street lights because we can easily
access electricity. There is an area in Tutume called Iraq,
Matobo East. There are several homes after Iraq which
do not have electricity.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR BILLY: Iraq in Matobo, Honourable Batshu knows
what I am talking about and he is in a better position to
explain that to you. I am saying this because that area
needs electricity.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR BILLY: That is where I was born; they are
surprised as to why I am not talking about the Iraq as
in the country.
Sewage; Minister, it appears that we have a problem in
this area because sewage water from Mambo flows on to

the Tati River and animals like cattle drink it. For those
of you who do not know Francistown very well, it is
surrounded by farms and cattle posts. Cattle are lured in
by this dirty water and they drink it. Eventually we will
be talking about low quality meat because animals drink
this dirty water from Tati River.
Minister, another thing that worries me is an issue
which was mentioned by Honourable Moswaane that,
Water Utilities has taken a decision not to pump toilets.
Honourable Minister, I invite you to New Stance and
Coloured, you will find that those people still use pit
latrines. We know that they should have connected the
water system but consider their situation; they are poor
and that situation does not allow them to…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up Honourable
Member!
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Mr Chairperson for giving
me an opportunity to comment today. I was very afraid
looking at the water situation experienced by the
residents of Molapowabojang, Mmathethe, Mogojogojo,
Lerwana, Majaalela and Magoriapitse. Minister, like
other speakers have said, it is important that you find
a site for a dam in the South. There might be an area
surrounded by small rivers and hills like Motsenekatse.
This area holds a lot of water from South Africa which
can help us in the South.
Let me conclude my debate with Mmathethe. You will
recall that Diagno-Pharm presented us with a borehole
last year but the residents of Mmathethe are still plagued
by thirst despite the immense water produced by that
dam. My request therefore is that, since there are no
trucks to take water to Mmathethe and the residents of
Mmathethe and Mogoriapitse can spend days or two
to four weeks without water, it will be better to find
pipes that can pump water from this borehole. The
advantage of this issue is that, this borehole is about
eight kilometres from another one and if they can be
connected by pipes the water can be pumped into tanks
which carry water to Mmathethe.
Magoriapitse village which is about ten kilometres down
the road can also share in this water. The tanks in the
centre of Rre Monedi are the ones which carry the water
from that area. Let us try to get funds that can help the
residents of Mmathethe and Magoriapitse to get water.
The water situation is so bad in Mogojogojo, Lerwana
and Digawana, they do not even have a drop of water.
Water Utilities are allegedly the culprits because they
have been given the responsibility of taking water closer
to the people. In other instances the companies they
engage do not do their work accordingly as they take a
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long time to do their job. In Digawana they are unable
to fill up the reservoir tank that stores water which could
be providing water for people in Lerwana, Mogojogojo
and Lejwana who are in dire need of water.
May I request that you look into the matter of the old
Tanakoma boreholes. There are several of them in
our constituency and they are found along the lines of
Gasita, Dipina and Tsatsu. There is a lot of water in that
area and the distance to villages such as Mmathethe
and Magoriapitse is not that much. You will find that it
ranges from ten kilometres to 15 kilometres; It appears
that issue that you once raised is no longer existent.
the NSC 2.2 issue Honourable Minister the one which
involves the water pipe carrying the water from good
hope passing though Metlojane and Magoriapitse to
Mmathethe. It is silent and no one is saying anything
about it. Honourable Minister, since it is silent, please
try by all means to see to it that, the connection that
we have been talking about of the 8 kilometres from
the boreholes in Gasegwagwa to Ramonnedi are
considered urgently. You would have helped us and the
water utilities cooperation if you could take bowsers to
Sekhutlhane and other areas.
I do not have time Honourable Minister, but since you
once came up with a design for the pipes which run
from Digawana, how far did you go with it since it is the
shortest route compared to the one in Metlojane? Please
look into this as well because it looks like the Good
hope-Metlojane will take time to reach this side. Let me
thank you Honourable Minister for the electrification of
Molapowabojang. I do believe that in the next financial
year this electrification project will be extended to
Majaalela, Gasegwagwa, Tswaaneng and Kanngwe. I
have a concern though that, since last financial year, it
was said that Lorolwane will be electrified but to date
nothing has been done. Let me implore you to come
up with water harvesting mechanisms, please do meet
with the Botswana Institute for Technology Research
and Innovation (BITRI) and other companies to come
up with ways to harvest water. As I come to a close,
Honourable Members talked of solar power and said
that, we should come up with measures to see how
we can harness this as a way of having solar that is
renewable. It is important that even moving forward, the
nuclear power stations, generation of power and solar
power are considered in order for us to have enough
power supply and be able to see it outside the country.
In conclusion, I would like to talk about the Geological
Surveys department; we have long been promised
that this department will be turned into some sort of a
parastatal but it looks like the process is just taking too
long because we are hearing stories that the remaining
staff is stealing the information there which could be
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used to help Batswana. Some steal the information
and keep it for their own benefit, so that after knowing
where minerals are situated they can apply for plots
in those areas. Honourable Minister, there is draining
of information and you should critically look into it
because ultimately we are going to end up not knowing
anything as people would have taken all the information.
I know that we have a concern that, the diamond market
has gone down as well as copper and other commodities.
I do support your proposal and it is even short, what
you have been allocated should be enough to cover your
needs. Thank you.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. What is the status
regarding Honourable Maele’s issue on plagiarism?
MR CHAIRPERSON (MR MOLATLHEGI): You
are wasting our time. You are out of order. This is the
Committee of Supply.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. Let me start by thanking Honourable
Members who supported my request for the funds that
I need for my Ministry. I would deal with those who did
not support at a later stage.
Let me also just highlight something because I think it is
going to be important for us to understand some things
in terms of water. In my submission Mr Chairman you
will realize that under paragraph 2, I make mention of
my expenditure being 96 per cent and 87 per cent taken
by just a few projects. What I am trying to speak to Mr
Chairman is how capital intensive water projects are.
I therefore request Honourable Members to understand
that water projects by nature are very expensive. In any
given year we can chew up P5 billion or P10 billion if
you so choose. Therefore as a responsible Government,
we try to balance things to ensure that everybody in this
great country of ours gets a little bit and we can afford it.
I think it is fundamental that when we stand in Parliament,
it is not about grand standing and try to speak to the
electorate specifically on the eve of bye election for that
matter. I think we must be responsible in understanding
that we are a Government and we are in Parliament to
ensure that we better the lives of our people. If that is
not the motive, then we should not be here because my
job is not easy and I do not think any job with anybody
who is a Minister is easy. We have a responsibility Mr
Chairman and therefore I really want to encourage my
colleagues in Parliament that, that must come first, that
which we stood for at the election and say we want to
serve.
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I get sometimes very frustrated when I am in Parliament
and hear the debates that have nothing to do with the
reality that we live in. It is like we do not have our
own homes to run and understand how responsible we
should be with our money to do the necessary things
first because even in our own homes we cannot do
everything at once. So it is unfortunate Mr Chairman
that indeed there are shortages of infrastructure all
over the country and indeed we only generate so much
revenue for this economy. It is within that envelope in
any given National Development Plan (NDB) period,
that we try ease out all the things that we need to do to
try better the lives of the majority of our people knowing
that, others we would not be able to do. Therefore I am
a bit saddened by that.
Honourable Rantuana knows exactly where we are with
his issues in his constituency. I have been there quite
a few times; he knows the issues of Llareng and the
treatment plant. And I am equally concerned because
indeed it is at tender stage, the tender is out, it will be
evaluated, and we shall do something about it. But to
stand here and pretend you know nothing about it, it is
totally irresponsible …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR MOKAILA: … because this is why I talk of
political grand standing, I do not like political grand
standing. I stand here for a very good reason, I would
not have agreed to come back if I did not think I could
not make a difference, but we are talking about it.
We cannot give everybody electricity in this country.
Let us celebrate the fact that we have achieved 80 per
cent of our villages in this country under this Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) Government …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause) …
MR MOKAILA: … 80 per cent of all villages in this
country have electricity. No other African country can
boast of what we can boast of, with our little budget, but
here we are today standing here saying my little village
just because I want to be elected in the next election,
that is so wrong and irresponsible. Let us talk about how
we can achieve what we want.
I want to talk to the issue of Honourable Ntlhaile
because I will leave the rest. How much time do I have
Mr Chairperson?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Up to 6.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Only 5 minutes tomorrow.
MR MOKAILA: So, I have until tomorrow, only 5
minutes to finish tomorrow? Then I have to finish today.

Honourable Ntlhaile, how honestly, hopeless, honestly
Honourable Ntlhaile has embarrassed me because I was
in his constituency, and we were telling him what we are
trying to do…
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Chairperson,
I think the Honourable Minister should check his
vocabulary, I mean you cannot refer to an Honourable
Member as hopeless, if that is fine then it is okay, but
I take offence. You cannot say another Honourable
Member is hopeless.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mokaila, mind
your vocabulary.
MR MOKAILA: For the sake of peace, I was
embarrassed, his argument was hopeless…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR MOKAILA: Hopeless in his arguments. I was in
that constituency saying what exactly we are doing.
All of you are complaining about Water Utilities and
what Water Utilities is not doing, and I explained
when I was in Sekoma that we are trying to get and we
are in cooperation and collaboration with Botswana
Underground Water Association, that we are trying to
pass some of these responsibilities to private entities to
ensure that it is more efficient for the betterment of our
people and I explained that Mahotshwane is going to
be connected in the collective of villages; and that is
what we are going to do as the BDP Government. But to
stand here just because it is on the eve of an election and
you do not even support the budget, yet you want things
to be done in your constituency, how do I do it if you
do not even support the budget? Are you telling your
people in your constituency that you should not give me
money to go do whatever?
I was answering a question today from Honourable
Ntlhaile about Mahotshwane and how much it cost
me; P103 000 a month to bowse water there. But if he
does not approve my budget Mr Chairperson, it just
shows that he is irresponsible, he is not honest to the
constituents, to the electorate, and that they should not
elect his party, because it is irresponsible.
I am embarrassed because a level of debates sometimes
we trivialise things which we should not. This is not
my character because you are getting a character out of
me that is not mine. When you stand here and you are
irresponsible, do you want me to stand here and then
pretend that you are being responsible? No!
Honourable Mmatli, I am also equally embarrassed,
you would know that in Molepolole we went the extra
mile of going to drill those boreholes in Malwelwe to
give you an additional 6 million litres of water a day
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to join those boreholes in Gaotlhobogwe area in order
to improve the water supply in Molepolole. The water
situation in Molepolole has dramatically and drastically
improved, yes it is not 100 per cent. What he says that
why do we hate them? We do not, when the MmamashiaKanye project was conceived, it was conceived with
Molepolole in the plan. I personally went to Molepolole
to tell them that because of costs, we would leave a
point for them at Mononyane while we do what was
necessary first. And then Dr Mmatli should understand
that if we give Thamaga water, Molepolole will not have
to share water with Thamaga. By so doing, it deals with
Molepolole. Doctor, Sir please come on! When I say
sometimes we come to Parliament to trivialise things
that are very serious, and it hurts me …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOKAILA: I do not have time to give you, you
should have thought of those clarifications when you
were standing there talking. But all I am saying to you
is, add and subtract.
Water goes to Thamaga, you take out the water that
goes to Thamaga from Molepolole, Molepolole has
more water, the situation improves, and that is what it
basically means. And yes in good times when we have
the money, the lake from Mononyane to Molepolole
will continue and Molepolole will also enjoy water from
the North-South Carrier. So I am really not impressed
Honourable Mmatli.
HONOURABLE
Minister.

MEMBER:

Clarification

Mr

MR MOKAILA: I am not going to give anybody any
clarification, you can clarify any other time but not
today, let me give him just one; no let me not give you,
you will not understand…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He can do this more
especially that you are attacking him.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Procedure.
Mr Chairperson, I think the Honourable Minister on
the floor if he wants to give someone clarification, he
should do that, not to keep on saying let me give you, let
me not give you. I thank you Mr Chairperson.
MR CHAIRPERSON: He knows that, so decide once
and let us proceed.
MR MOKAILA: I have decided that I am not. It is not
me, but because when we are serious about issues, some
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choose not to be serious, I will then get very serious to
deal with serious issues.
Water is life and we know Batswana need water. And
what this Government has done, as demonstrated by His
Honour the Vice President when he was speaking, all the
plans we put in place way back in 1990/1992 foresaw all
this. But you know because due to budgetary constraints
when we had the recession in 2008, most of what we
should have done, we did not do. But it is unfortunate
that some of you think we are not serious about what we
are doing.
I agree with you your Honour, with regards to Water
Utilities and its relationship with the communities, more
consultation is required in ensuring that we are honest
and open with those we serve; that is the bottom-line.
And that is what we are trying to achieve.
We have gone through a major restructuring of Water
Utilities, changing of people and one of the key focuses
since most of our problems in Water Utilities are human
made is to change the culture of Water Utilities from
what it used to be to what we want it to be. That is where
we are going Sir, and I can guarantee you that we are on
that route.
You also made a good point Your Honour in terms of
conservation. Conservation unfortunately goes hand
in hand with water management. We will collaborate
through the Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and
Tourism to ensure that the message of collaboration
is carried more, lest our own people start to conserve
water the wrong way by saying that we are not going
to deliver because I am saving water. I understood the
point you were making. I really heard you loud and
clear. But we must ensure that our people understand
that their primary role is to deliver water and then we
will also teach our people what to do.
Honourable Tshireletso, about a possibility of a dam
in Mahalapye; a study was carried out in terms of
looking at the possible remaining dam sites. The last
was Dikgatlhong and for all of you who know how
Dikgatlhong is, it is the biggest dam and the biggest
evaporating pan we have in the country because it has
one of the longest dam walls. So, it is not a deep dam, it
is a very wide dam and therefore it does not hold water
too long because of evaporation. Your dam site ideally
should be deep with very little surface area to reduce
evaporation. Just like Ngwane dam. We had hoped we
could find another dam site but all indications are that
we have exhausted all the dam sites. But what we should
not stop doing is looking at how we can harvest water as
it passes. I think that is where the challenge is and that
is what we should invest in, because these flash floods
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which happen once in a blue moon you want to be able
to capture that water one way or the other to ensure that
we can put it to better use. And we are trying. Mosetse
was the possibility but it was ruled out as a possibility.
I agree with the issue of solar but you know infrastructure
and cost reflective tariffs, whether it be for water,
electricity, is a must. For you to get good infrastructure,
you must charge a cost reflective tariff to ensure that you
put in your money so that the infrastructure meets the
needs of the people.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mokaila, remain
standing like that. Honourable Makgato, you cannot
reveal to me that you are reading a newspaper in
Parliament, you should not do that. Close that paper.
MR MOKAILA: When did she arrive, when she
is already out of order? Why did he come? To read a
newspaper?
So, fundamentally we need to do a lot to transform
our energy mix from thermal energy to solar and other
energy mixes and we are definitely on that way. We are
collaborating right now with Botswana Development
Corporation (BDC) in terms of seeing how they can
bring the business experts to help us set up a vehicle to
actually implement renewables, commercially but at the
right price to ensure that we can transform our economy.
We are in many discussions with many different
organisations and companies in terms of the need for
solar. We understand the requirements of Conference of
Parties (COP 21). I understand better as former Minister
of Environment that we need to do so. But while we are
at that…
MR CHAIRMAN: Honourable Mokaila remain
standing. Honourable Lelatisitswe, you are not supposed
to stand while the other member is on the floor. Continue
Honourable Member.
MR MOKAILA: I was talking to the issue of the
need to transform our energy mix. You were asking
me when we will be self-sufficient in power. We say by
2018/2019 Botswana would be a net exporter of power.
What gives me confidence is the fact that, we are doing
Morupule A, giving us 133 megawatts. We will have
at least sorted out Morupule B with its 600 megawatts
and the Independent Power Producer (IPP) that we are
going into which we are about to award will give us
another 300 megawatts. That will give us a whole 1033
megawatts.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Solar too.
MR MOKAILA: And additional solar. But the
projections suggest that by 2018 we will need about

855 megawatts of power. By 2019 it says 877,
so we will always have a spare 300 megawatts
capacity. So, I am comfortable and confident.
And we even have started promoting the fact
that Botswana will be a net exporter of power
by 2019. We are marketing; we are already
talking to countries next to us to ensure that they
understand that Botswana will be a net exporter
of power. So, those who believe they can talk
about power as being a problem today, yes today
it is but I can guarantee to you, before the next
elections we will be definitely a net exporter.
In water with all the infrastructure that we need
to put up, just necessarily for the North South
Carrier, the Gaborone Management Centre,
the Lobatse Management Centre and the wider
areas, the billions of Pula we need are scary but
this Government has committed to make them
available, whether it is through Government or
through Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs), that
is what we are doing. We are engaged with the
private sector as we speak to the issue of design,
build, operate, own and sell Government water.
We are working through the models of what
it costs and sort of the subsidies that may be
required to ensure that that happens. So, we are
working. That is why we are working flat out on
the regulator and I know Honourable Gaolathe
talks about the regulator. It is submitted and in
the next two weeks it will be in Cabinet.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is being there.
MR MOKAILA: It is being there. So we are
not just sitting here and pretending that we will
do things when we will not do things. We are
working very hard.
Mr Chairman, as I see that my time is running
away from me. I do not have to come back
tomorrow for the 5 minutes. Let me move that
the sum of Three Hundred and Seventy Four
Million, Three Hundred and Twelve Thousand,
Eight hundred and Twenty pula (P374, 312,
820.00) in the Consolidated Fund be approved
and stand as part of the Schedule of the
Appropriation (2016/17) Bill 2016; and that
the sum of, Three Billion, Four hundred and
Twenty Five Million, Five hundred and Eight
Thousand Pula (P 3, 425, 508, 000.00) in the
Development Fund Estimates be approved and
stand part of those Estimates in accordance with
the amendments made to the Estimate Book. I
thank you Mr Chairman.
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Question put and agreed to.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Wednesday 2nd March, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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