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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Order!
Good afternoon Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Good afternoon Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: I believe you are well and ready to
work.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: No, what procedure? We cannot be
having procedure at this point.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
REASONS FOR DENYING BOTSWANA
HOUSING CORPORATION LOW COST
OWNERS SELF HELP HOUSING AGENCY
SCHEME
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Lands and Housing:(i) why the Botswana Housing Corporation low cost
owners are denied the Self Help Housing Agency
scheme;
(ii) whether he is aware of the above;
(iii) if he will conduct investigations into the matter
to normalise the situation; and that the report be
presented to Parliament for further interrogation;
and
(iv) which Government programme they can utilise to
extend their houses.
MR NKAIGWA: I wonder why Honourable Tshireletso
is so happy.
MR SPEAKER: What is the procedure Madam
Tshireletso?
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of procedure.
The procedure which I am rising on is that, just like
Honourable Nkaigwa has said Mr Speaker, it is raining
at Sekoma. It started last night.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MS TSHIRELETSO: and also that, we have a new
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) Councillor…
MR SPEAKER: No! No! That is not procedure
Honourable Tshireletso. You are abusing the provision.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE):
(i) Mr Speaker, Botswana Housing Corporation
(BHC) low cost owners are not denied the Self
Help Housing Agency Scheme. Any BHC low
cost home owner who wants to improve his/
her house and falls within the income threshold
(bracket) for SHHA Home Improvement Scheme
currently ranging between P4 400.00-P52, 000.00
per annum, would be assessed and assisted
accordingly.
(ii) Mr Speaker, I am not aware that some BHC low
cost home owners, who fall within the income
bracket stated above, are denied access to the
SHHA Home Improvement Scheme.
(iii) Mr Speaker, in view of the aforegoing, it is not
necessary to conduct any investigation into the
matter. However, if Members are aware of any
Council that denies BHC low cost home owners
who are eligible to be assisted, then they should
inform my Ministry so that proper advice to the
concerned Council could accordingly be proffered.
(iv) Mr Speaker, low cost owners who fall within the
above stated income brackets can utilize the SHHA
Home Improvement Loan Scheme to improve
their houses. Alternatively, they can utilize
other Government schemes such as GEMVAS to
improve their houses. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. I just want
to appreciate Honourable Minister whether indeed you
appraised yourself with this question before you gave
an answer this afternoon in Parliament. How many
BHC owners in Botswana have actually benefited from
SHHA scheme? If there is none, why is it that no one
who owns the BHC houses has ever benefited?
MR MAELE: Firstly Mr Speaker, I did appraise
myself with this question. My honest opinion is that, I
do not think the Member who asked this question really
researched in terms of what is actually required here.
I have stated here…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MAELE: I do because you do not.
Hansard No 182
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Maele, avoid side
remarks.

their administration countrywide free of charge to
farmers.

MR MAELE: I have stated in my answer Mr Speaker
that people who qualify for SHHA Home Improvement
are those who earn between P4 400.00 and P52 000.00
per annum, meaning people who earn about P366 to
about P4 333. Those are the ones I am referring to. The
Honourable Member doubts that I have not appraised
myself, I have appraised myself because majority of
the people who live in BHC low cost houses earn more
than P4 333 therefore, they do not qualify because this
scheme is not meant for them. It is meant for people
who are earning between P366 and P4 333. I have
checked and majority of them earn more than that Sir.
Thank you.

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Thank you very much and good afternoon Mr Speaker.
I hope Honourable Salakae will remember his bet with
Doctor Makgato that the Botswana Democratic Party is
going to win Sekoma…

MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
since you have checked, is there any application that has
ever been received from BHC house owners who earn
less than P4 000? Why is it that we have never received
any application from them?
MR MAELE: Honourable Member, I have just
explained that the majority of those who own BHC
low cost houses are outside the bracket to apply for the
SHHA programme. The maximum bracket is P4 333,
this is what I am saying. In terms of the list that I looked
at this morning, there are very few in fact, it is less than
one per cent of the people who earn less than P4 333
who stay in those houses.
MR SPEAKER: What is go earna mean Minister?
MR MAELE: Ba e leng gore ba amogela kwa tlase
ga P4 333 (Those who earn less that P4 333). That is
why I am saying, the majority of them will not be able
to access this loan because it is not meant for them.
However, I have explained in my answer that if there
is any council that has denied some people, I should be
notified so that I can go and offer proper advice. That is
what I said. Thank you Sir.
PROVISION AND ADMINISTRATION OF
VACCINES COUNTRYWIDE
MR A. S. KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): asked the
Minister of Agriculture if he is aware that Brucellosis
Vaccine is not available in the country and that
the vaccines Black Quarter and Anthrax were not
administered to full coverage in 2014; if so:(i) to explain his Ministry’s position on the use of
these vaccines to allay fears that farmers have; and
(ii) to state vaccines that his Ministry remains
committed to continue to provide and maintain
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MR SPEAKER: Is that part of the answer?
MR RALOTSIA: Convincingly Sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR RALOTSIA: Mr Speaker Sir,
(i) I am aware that Brucellosis vaccine is available
through private veterinary retailers. However, my
Ministry stopped vaccination against Brucellosis
after it was found through surveillance that
it is absent in the national herd. The farming
community was informed through a press release
in August 2014 according to the Brucellosis report
which I have here with me today.
My Ministry still vaccinates for Anthrax and Black
Quarter at no cost to farmers who own less than 100
cattle using experienced private Veterinary Surgeons
paid at P4.00 per beast for farmers paid by Government.
Farmers who own more than 100 cattle are encouraged to
collect the vaccines from the Department of Veterinary
Services (DVS) offices countrywide, vaccinate their
cattle and submit the records of vaccination back to the
office.
(ii) My Ministry continues to provide and administer
the Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), Rabies,
Anthrax and Black Quarter vaccines for free to the
farming community…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, wait a minute.
There is noise this side, I do not know what is happening.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, I am able to
hear you. Please minimize your noise.
MR RALOTSIA: They are protesting the Sekoma
victory. Vaccination against FMD is strictly confined
to the FMD control areas in the northern region of the
country, while the rest of the vaccines are provided for
free across the whole country. I thank you Mr Speaker.
STATUS OF PEOPLE CURRENTLY REMANDED
IN PRISON
MR. D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security to state:-

Monday 7rdMarch, 2016
(i) the number of people currently remanded;
(a) in prison awaiting trial;
(b) because they cannot afford bail money;
(c) for over two years awaiting trial;
(d) for over two years for non-violent crimes; and
(ii) Government’s current and future plans for noncustodial solutions.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Mr Speaker.
The problem is that I am disturbed by Honourable
Tshireletso’s cell phone messages. She is receiving
messages from Sekoma. Please tell her to switch off her
cell phone.
(a) I wish to state that, currently there are eight hundred
and eighty-five (885) prisoners, of which Eight
hundred and fifty-two (852) are males and thirtythree (33) are females, awaiting trial in our prisons.
(b) Thirty-six (36) males have been awaiting trial
because of failure to satisfy bail conditions such
as failure to provide surety in monetary terms,
likelihood of escaping or not abiding by Court
Orders, and fear of interference with ongoing
investigations and/or witnesses.
(c) Eighty-six (86) have been awaiting trial for over
two years; and
(d) nine (9) have been awaiting trial for non-violent
crimes.
Mr Speaker,
(v) The Government, with the assistance of a
Consultant from the Commonwealth Secretariat,
has developed a draft Sentencing and Alternatives
to Imprisonment Policy. Consultations on the
draft Policy document with various stakeholders
including the members of Ntlo ya Dikgosi, the
Judiciary, the Law Society of Botswana and the
Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Security and Government
Assurances were conducted in 2015.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
two years awaiting trial; it partly presupposes delayed
justice, I am just wondering what your Ministry is doing
about avoiding having people in custody for over two
years? In some instances, some of them end up being
discharged and acquitted.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, please stop it
there, I will soon start naming and shaming all the noise
makers.
MR KGATHI: Mr Speaker, if you recall, in terms of
the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) values
and principles combined with a small faction from the
Botswana Congress Party (BCP) they are saying, ‘the
executive should not interfere with the judiciary.’
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order, Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi withdraw those
words and proceed with your response and stop
provoking others.
MR KGATHI: I withdraw those words, but in short I
was saying the concoction of the BCP and the UDC;
their principle is that the executive…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Mr
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are just being
arrogant as if you are not mature.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi speak well.
MR KGATHI: I withdraw those words again, but I am
saying that, with the UDC and BCP coalition, maybe it
is palatable like that, they do believe that the executive
should not interfere with judiciary. The question the
Honourable Member is raising is tantamount to me
being expected to interfere in the judicial processes. The
delays in terms of the people awaiting trial can be on a
variety of reasons, some of which can be validation of
evidence that has to be presented and a whole host of
many other reasons that they can be found. So, I hope
and know that the judiciary is taking care of all these
processes.

My Ministry is now in the process of finalizing the Policy
document following input from these consultations. It is
my intention to submit the Policy document to Cabinet
and eventually to Parliament.

There is a committee that comprises of the Attorney
General, Commissioner of Prisons, the Registrar and
Police Commissioner. They sit and review the processes
all the time in term of backlog of cases. They apportion
all those to determine as to what they need to do.

I thank you, Mr Speaker. Well done Sekoma!

Thank you.

MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you very
much Honourable Minister. Being remanded for over

PERFORMANCE OF THE MINING SECTOR
AND RELATED INDUSTRIES
Hansard No 182
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MR. S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources
to apprise this Honourable House on the performance
of the mining sector and related industries in Botswana
to date and their contribution to the Gross Domestic
Product, taking into consideration the following:(i) Impact on employment and employment creation;
(ii) Effects of physical development such as schools
and construction of roads, etc;
(iii) Contribution to national reserves;
(iv) To state the names, places and number of mines
closed and those that are at risk of closing;
(v) To state the number of people who have been laid
off from mines and related industries in the past
three years; and
(vi) What plans are in place for the people in (v) above
and where they are as of today.
MINISTER OF MINERALS, ENERGY AND
WATER RESOURCES (MR MOKAILA): thank
you Mr Speaker. This is a long response and I shall be
reading in tomorrow but I will summarise it. Minerals
contribute about 25 percent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), it therefore means that some works
are going to be affected countrywide looking at the
economy as it is. When I take South Africa for example;
mines were closed and it affected employment, and as
such we were also affected by this. There are quite a
number of mines that are being closed down and some
are still under what we call care maintenance. This
has affected employment and it will continue until the
market becomes better. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Minister. We will use
Standing Order 38.4 so that you give him a written
response and you may not read it.
DELAYS IN COMPLETION OF THE GUARD
HOUSE AT TSOGANG PRIMARY SCHOOL
MR. H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development how long it will take to complete the
guard house at Tsogang Primary School for which
developments started in September 2014; he should
further state the:(i) cause of the delay; and
(ii) cost that will be incurred by the delay.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIR AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): On a point of order. Could you
please ask Honourable Nkaigwa to do what the Standing
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
Order is expecting him to do when asking the question?
Please get up on your feet Sir.
MR SPEAKER: thank you, I did not see him as I was
looking down. Honourable Nkaigwa!
MR NKAIGWA: It is just that some parents are at their
homes marrying off their children…
MR SPEAKER: No!
DR VENSON-MOITOI: On a point of order. I request
that since these children respect their parents and are
still at school, please order honourable Nkaigwa to
withdraw his statement. His peers respect their parents.
MR SPEAKER: Talk to each other in a good manner.
Honourable Nkaigwa, what are you saying about parents.
Let there be peace and withdraw those unpleasant words
and let us proceed.
MR NKAIGWA: I did not say anything Madam
Speaker, all I was saying is that our parents are fighting
to get land and marrying off their children…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, I said withdraw
those words, I did not say repeat them. You are out of
order.
MR NKAIGWA: yes, I withdraw Mr Speaker. She
should also withdraw the fact that children are at school,
there are no children in Parliament.
MR SPEAKER: No, you will talk at your own time. I
cannot order you to withdraw and then you start telling
me stories. I said withdraw and sit down.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, I hear you.
Let there be peace in this House, please refrain from
being at each other’s throats. Let us just do questions
and finish without any misunderstandings. Talk to
each other well with love and respect. I know you as
Members of Parliament who can do that, let us do that.
Mother of the House, what did you say which was bad
to Nkaigwa? He is giving you an unpleasant look
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Honourable Speaker, it is
not the first time for Honourable Nkaigwa to talk about
parents, especially when it is me on the floor, and you
are just there. I am not going to repeat those words
because I do not want us to go there. Let us remember
that we are all Honourable Members in this House, but
we are old enough to be parents to some Members here
and please…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.

Monday 7rdMarch, 2016
Dr VENSON-MOITOI: Can you here what they
are saying that side? Please reprimand others, and let
Setswana prevail…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Take your seat Mother of the
House.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, we are not to be
intimidated. We cannot be equalled to kids only because
we are in the same Parliament. Setswana is there Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: yes, sit down
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Mr
Speaker!
MR SPEAKER: No, No, no, no! Switch off your
microphones.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order! We have
been voted by the people. We did not bring ourselves to
Parliament.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Tshireletso, switch off
that microphone.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: There is no point of order. You only
want to provoke one another. I have closed the matter
and I will not say anything about it. We are on Questions.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is Sekoma.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: No point of order, Mother of the House
has finished talking. Proceed Honourable Tshireletso!
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I am proceeding and I want
to tell Honourable Salakae that Reatile has managed in
Sekoma. You were saying he cannot manage. Thank you
Mr Speaker…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: You know what, I said Honourable
Tshireletso should proceed and answer the question. So
switch off those microphones, I do not want those things
in Parliament.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MS TSHIRELETSO: The principal reason for the
delayed completion of the guard house at Tsogang
Primary School in Gaborone was a failure of the
company that was awarded the tender to supply
Gaborone City Council with building materials required
for the supplier. However, the project has subsequently
been completed and is currently being utilised by the
security personnel at the school.
There are however, minor snagging items, defects and
electricity connection that the builder is still to attend to.
Both the snagging items and the electricity connection
are planned to have been completed by end of March
2016. Gaborone City Council has not incurred any
additional costs to the project due to the delay referred
to the above. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Thank you Minister. Minister, can you tell us
how long the guard house took to be built? Minister,
if a guard can take two years to be built under your
governance, what does that mean?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Mr Speaker, under my
governance when things are not going well and people
complain I listen to them. That means I am a democratic
person who listens and settles any disputes between
people and that takes time. That is why some cases are
still pending. Even cases where fathers deny fathering
children, DNA tests take about the whole year or up to
two years, but when the child comes, the child is yours.
So if we had a problem with the guard house taking
long to be finished, as somebody who knows the council
procedure, you could have walked to the Gaborone and
asked why the guard house is not finished. We degrade
this Parliament; the Member of Parliament could have
gone there. Guard house, really!
MR KESUPILE: On point of procedure. Thank you
Mr Speaker. I just wanted to say, the situation required
just a very simple and direct answer to the question, not
an appraisal of the Minister by herself.
MR SPEAKER: I do not know why you are so angry
today, from both sides. And since I do not want to seem
to disturb what you want to do, I will just go with the
flow until you allow me to sit on that chair and do our
business.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Mr Speaker, since 1966 when
Parliament was established, it is the first time we are
hearing a question on the guard house.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Point of order.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
the question was about guard house, but I am hearing
people talk about fathering children and denying them.
So I wanted to ask which question she is answering.
Hansard No 182
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, instead of
answering a question, you gave an irrelevant example
about children. Answer the question and end there.

MR SPEAKER: No, you are done. Do you want to
start? Stop there Honourable Tshireletso, you have
finished answering.

MS TSHIRELETSO: Mr Speaker, what does it mean
when a question is asked about who the parent of a child
is?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Point of order.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Point of order.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of order. I hear the
Honourable Minister saying that the status of this
Parliament is degraded. So, I wonder if she is not
imputing improper motives on the Member who asked
this question. Of late there was a question on fencing the
cemeteries and it was a question from their side, what
was her view on that question?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Relax, why are you so angry
this monday? Be calm, I do not know what has angered
you, even this one who has just arrived is already
arguing, what is wrong?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, I am standing,
you cannot say procedure. Please be calm so that we
can do our work without any conflicts.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: I am standing, you cannot say
procedure. Switch off that microphone. You should
familiarize yourself with the Standing Orders. When I
am standing, there is no procedure or order; you wait for
me to sit down first.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, calm this House and extend our condolences
that side. Thank you.

MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, earlier
on I tried to stand on a point of order because when
Honourable Member Tshireletso started answering a
question, she attached something that was completely
irrelevant to the question asked and then right now
when she was about to conclude, she also attached to
the answer something that is completely irrelevant.
This is a thing which I think is mixing up the records of
Parliament. Therefore, I do not know what the Hansard
is going to look like, but as far as I am concerned, it is
a mix up.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Tshireletso has
expunged the word ‘child’. I do not know what happened
in Khonkhwa. I did not even hear what she was saying.
Let there be peace. Let us continue.
SEXUAL ACTIVITIES OCCURRING IN PRISON
FACILITIES
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security:(i) if he is aware of the following in prison facilities
in the country;
(a) consensual and non-consensual anal sex in male
prisons; and
(b) empirical findings of studies on consensual and
non-consensual anal sex in male prisons;

MR SPEAKER: Order! Do not provoke one another.
Honourable Tshireletso, conclude your answer so that
we proceed. I beg your Honourable Members.

(ii) if the National AIDS Coordinating Agency has
done any scientific or any other study on sexual
activities in prisons; if not, why and if so, what are
the findings;

MS TSHIRELETSO: I could have concluded by
saying, I was at Khonkhwa when it was signed, but…

(iii) to state Government’s specific plans to mitigate
the spread of HIV in prisons; and

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

(iv) whether the plans in (iii) include the distribution
of condoms in prisons.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso finish so that
when I take the point of order, you are done.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I have finished Mr Speaker. I
request the Honorable Member to forgive me for saying
it is the first time that we are getting questions like this
one. I am very, very sorry Honourable but I felt it was
too insignificant. You were asking and maybe I should
do away with the example of children and talk about a
truck that had a break down.
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MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Mr Speaker.
I have been asked to state if I am aware of …
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Point
of order. Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I want
you to bear with me because I have an issue. I have
tried to ignore it, but I feel it is important. Tomorrow is
Women’s Day and as women in this House, everytime
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if a woman tries to put a point across her parents are
ridiculed. I feel strongly about the issue of Honourable
Venson and her mother. If somebody is not happy about
what Honourable Venson said, are they supposed to
refer to her parents? This demeans us as women. I tried
to ignore it, but it is fundamental.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Makgato, if I remember
well, I ordered the Honourable to withdraw those words.
So, believe that …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: I am standing sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, you are accusing
me falsely. I did not refer to …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, I am on my
feet; I do not know what your problem is. I remember
that he did withdraw everything he said. So there is no
need to go back and start scratching again. Let there be
peace in the House. We have talked about that issue; I do
not want to hear anything about it.
MR KGATHI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was saying I
have been asked if I am aware of consensual and nonconsensual anal sex in male prisons and if there is any
empirical evidence of studies and my response is as
follows; Mr Speaker,
(i) I am not aware of any consensual or nonconsensual anal sex in our male prisons.
b)
I am not aware of any studies that were done
to determine the occurrence of consensual and nonconsensual anal sex in male prisons.
Furthermore Mr Speaker,
(ii) The National AIDS Coordinating Agency has not
done any study on sexual activities in prisons.
However, they carried out a study in consultation
with my Ministry, entitled “HIV, TB, Hepatitis B
and C Sero Prevalence and Behavioural survey in
Botswana Prisons” in 2013 with a view to establish
the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and TB in prisons. It
was not NACA’s primary focus to do a study on
sexual activities in prisons hence no findings have
been made on this issue.
The Prisons Department has not undertaken any study
to establish sexual activities in prisons as there is no
empirical evidence to support the need for such study.
(iii) The Government has in place a number of
programmes to mitigate the spread of HIV in
prisons which include Voluntary HIV Testing
and Counselling (VTC), Prevention of Mother
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to Child Transmission, Anti-Retroviral Therapy,
CD4 Monitoring and Safe Male Circumcision.
(iv) The HIV/AIDS mitigation programme for prisons
does not include the distribution of condoms in
prisons.
I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. I find it hard
to believe that the Government is no aware of consensual
and non-consensual anal sex in male prisons when there
are reported cases in Law Reports about such incidents
in prisons. Are you saying that your Government is not
aware?
Secondly, I just want to find out Honourable Minister if
the study that was undertaken by NACA in 2013 does
not make any reference whatsoever to issues of sex in
male prisons?
MR KGATHI: Truly speaking I should not be answering
because the study is there in the public domain. I have
a copy here and I can give it to him to read. Maybe
you should phrase your question accordingly. I have
answered your question on whether I am aware of
consensual and non-consensual anal sex, and I am
saying I am not aware.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure, Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER:
supplementary?

Why

are

you

not

saying

MR KEORAPETSE: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Yes, ask him.
MR KEORAPETSE: Further supplementary. Thank
you Mr Speaker. When the Minister answers this
question he is answering on behalf of Government. The
question is whether Government is aware, not him in his
personal capacity? I am saying that there are law cases
reported in Botswana of sexual activities in prisons.
Secondly, some few weeks ago there was a case at the
Court of Appeal on the same matter. Is he still saying
that as Government, they are not aware that there are
issues of consensual and non-consensual anal sex in
male prisons?
MR KGATHI: For a fact I am a Minister of State, so
when you say is Government aware or not aware, I am
answering here not in my personal capacity. Secondly,
if you are aware of studies, then why come and ask
questions here?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
Hansard No 182
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Let that be the last one Honourable
Khan.
MR KHAN: Supplementary. Mr Speaker, the
Honourable Minister is avoiding the question. I think
Honourable Keorapetse asked justly and properly. It is
very simple ‘is your Government aware?’ that is what he
asked. He asked the question not because he knows that
it is there, he is asking if you know. He knows that it is
there, but he is asking if you know. Whether you know
or not, he is bringing it to your attention so that you
can deal with it as the rightful Minister. So, you have to
answer. If you do not know, you should make yourself
aware of it and deal with the matter.
MR KGATHI: No, there is no question. The thing is
I was once a teacher; there were students who were
troublesome in the classroom. I have been asked…
MR SPEAKER: Stop provoking each other.
MR KGATHI: I want to repeat my response. I have
been asked if I am aware of any cases of consensual
or non-consensual anal sex in our male prisons and my
simple response is that I am not aware.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: No. I said it is the last one.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: I said it was the last one, let us go
back to question number 2.
UPDATE ON STATE OF SECURITY IN
BOTSWANA HOSPITALS
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Health to update this Honourable House
on the state of security in Botswana hospitals.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Mr Speaker. The state
of security in Government hospitals Mr Speaker is
satisfactory. The Ministry has outsourced security
services in hospitals to private companies. The Ministry
continues to reinforce through access control in strategic
areas like pharmacies, laboratories, supplies, maternity
and paediatric wards as well as corridors of clinics and
outpatients areas.
Furthermore, it is mandatory for all staff to put on
identity cards or badges while on duty Mr Speaker. I
thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. If you have
outsourced security, Minister, are you aware that in
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Nyangabgwe Hospital there have been talks for more
than a year of a tender which was not awarded; the
hospital is now operating without security?
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
I am aware that there has been a delay in the award
of a tender for the security company in Nyangabgwe.
First of all, the tender was cancelled due to issues
of adjudication by the District Adjudication Tender
Committee due to expiry of the tender validity period. So
from then on, we have been having temporary security
services and the last security company to be contracted
was last month and the contract is ending end of April
2016. But we are working hard Mr Speaker because as
we speak, the tender is being vetted by the Ministerial
Tender Committee and we hope that within the next two
months, we should be able to award it. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
MR BILLY: Further supplementary. I understand
you Honourable Minister but are you aware that the
clinics that offers 24 hour service do not have adequate
security for the protection of staff and clinic equipment?
Secondly as a follow up on Honourable Wynter’s issue
that…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR BILLY: Honourable Mmolotsi. I am sorry. He is
a close friend of mine and I forget his second name.
I am surprised that the Minister says there is enough
security in Nyangabgwe Hospital; are you aware that
every single day the employees’ properties are stolen?
Thank you.
DR MADIGELE: Mr Speaker, there has been
incidences of reported security lapses and incidences
mostly involving stolen cell phones and bags being
snatched by thieves, but we are indeed, as I answered
the previous Member, working hard to make sure that
we get a permanent solution to the problem of having
a security company that will be there guarding our
facilities, workers and patients.
With regard to the first part of the question, yes there is a
shortage of security personnel especially in our 24 hour
clinics. But as I have alluded before, we are working
hard to make sure that we remedy this problem. I thank
you Mr Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: On a point of order Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: What is your point of order Honourable
Ntlhaile?
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. We do not
know how six and one can be considered similar. What
I wanted to find out from Mr Speaker…
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable, what is your point of
order?
MR NTLHAILE: Mr Speaker, could you please
guide us so that we could rectify the issue in which
there are allusions that Honourable Nkaigwa verbally
disrespected Honourable Venson because there was
recording going on, the minutes are available.
MR SPEAKER: Order! We talked about that
Honourable Member. I said we are not going back to
that issue, it is in the past and it is closed. Let us go to
tabling of papers.

TABLING OF PAPER
The following paper was tabled:
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES OF
EXPENDITURE FROM THE CONSOLIDATED
AND DEVELOPMENT FUNDS – FINANCIAL
PAPER NO. 3 OF 2015/2016.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)

STATEMENT
CLOSURE OF GABORONE
TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND THE
FRANCISTOWN COLLEGE OF
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (DR DOW): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, I wish to make a statement on
the closure of Gaborone Technical College and the
Francistown College of Technical and Vocational
Education and Training.
Mr Speaker, I wish to share with this Honourable House
that I closed Gaborone Technical College (GTC) and
the Francistown College of Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (FCTVE) on Friday 26th
February, 2016 until further notice. This was as a result
of the unrest caused by students of the two colleges
which had started on Monday the 22nd February, 2016
until the time of closure of the two institutions.
Mr Speaker, the incidents at GTC were brought to my
attention on Tuesday 23rd February, 2016 at around 11
o’clock to the effect that students had barricaded the
college gates and stopped lessons from continuing as
expected. I immediately led a team from the ministry
to GTC to attend to their issues. I was accompanied
by Assistant Minister Honourable Fidelis Molao who
is responsible for Tertiary Education and other senior
officials in the ministry.

Mr Speaker, our meeting with the students lasted from
11:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. where I allowed them to freely
express their views and grievances. At the end of the
meeting, they agreed with me that I would meet with them
on Friday 4th March to respond to their issues. This was
meant to give us enough time to investigate, interrogate
and find appropriate interventions or resolutions to
their concerns and to map the way forward on pending
issues which required further consultation. I had further
requested them to return to classes the following day
which was Wednesday 24th February, 2016 while they
awaited our responses.
Mr Speaker, I wish to share with this House that at the
centre of this unrest, was the issue of accreditation of
some of the courses offered at the colleges. Other issues
raised by the students included delayed payments of
allowances, inadequate practical time in some courses
and various welfare issues which are currently being
addressed. It is worth mentioning that the same situation
had arisen at the Francistown College and they were
addressed by Assistant Minister Honourable Moiseraela
Goya.
Mr Speaker, on further engagement with SRC President
at GTC on Wednesday 24th he had indicated that he
would try to convince students to return to classes
because by that time, they had not returned to classes
despite our meeting of the previous day. However, the
situation deteriorated on Thursday 25th February, 2016
with students from both colleges stopping Government
businesses by disrupting work and lessons. They
carried sticks and pulled other students from classes.
They chased employees from offices. They continued
to barricade the gates whilst they also sang derogatory
songs. This resulted in staff abandoning the colleges’
premises in fear and no one was allowed inside.
In order to prevent a possible breach of the peace that
is in the form of either damage to public property or
injury to persons, I found it reasonable and rational to
close the two colleges on the 26th February, 2016 until
further notice. The students will be required to reapply
upon the reopening of the two colleges on a day to be
communicated to the public in due course.
Mr Speaker, I finally wish to indicate that the issues of
accreditation have since been resolved by Botswana
Qualifications Authority and it has issued a press
release on this particular issue. Other issues raised are
also being attended to and I must conclude Mr Speaker
by saying a fruitful meeting was held on the 4th March
with the Gaborone Technical College (GTC) Student
Representative Council (SRC) and a timetable to
address various issues identified was agreed to. I thank
you Mr Speaker, Thank you.
Hansard No 182
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Thank you Minister. Order!
Honourable Members, in accordance with standing
order 41. 3 I will allow short questions to elucidate the
statement.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank
you Honourable Minister. Honourable Minister I just
want to find out from you if you recognise the right
of students to assembly, protest and petition including
picketing and that it is a right that you will defend as
Government.
DR DOW: Thank you Honourable Member, thank you
Mr Speaker. I can assure you Mr Speaker that I certainly
will not defend the barricading of gates, the pulling of
other students from classrooms, and the silencing of
those who do not agree with those who are picketing.
Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE:
Procedure!
MR SPEAKER:
supplementary?

Why

Procedure
not

Mr

simply

Speaker!
ask

her

MR KEORAPETSE: No it is a procedural matter
because she has not answered my question, that is
not the question I was asking. My question was very
clear, Minister do you recognise the right of students to
assemble, protest and petition? That is my question and
she is saying she cannot defend whatever she is saying,
but it is not what I was asking. Can she just answer my
question and stop being emotional.
HONOURABLE MEMBER :...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Keorapetse do not
add anything more.
DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker, I object to that
particular characterisation, I think it is the Honourable
Member who is being emotional...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Let him withdraw.
DR DOW: You must withdraw that first, then I will
answer...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Dow, I said you
should answer the question asked, stop talking about
trivial issues. Simply answer then sit down Honourable
Member.
DR DOW: Mr Speaker, I certainly agree that everybody
has a right to freedom of speech, and the freedom of
expressing their view and to picket, but they have not
right to stop others who do not agree with them in the
manner which they are picketing, that is all. I agree and
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I have said this to the students at the campus repeatedly
that, you have a right to picket, a right to even sing songs
as long as your singing does not affect the right of those
who do not want to sing. The right of those who want
to be in class, I said you can sing even during tea break
and lunch time, but you have no right to be at the gates
to stop those who want to come in. You have no right to
pull students out of classrooms, you have no right. You
have a right to sing as loudly as you want so that the
Minister can hear you. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, Minister
I simply want to understand the situation of GTC and
Francistown students, how long have they been seeking
assistance yet they got none? Furthermore the status
of accreditation of Botswana Qualifications Authority
(BQA); how long did it take Minister for BQA to
accredit these institutions? I know that there are issues
of allowances, so is that sorted are the students receiving
their allowance as they expected?
DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, as
relates to the issue of the accreditation of the colleges,
at the time that this strike or this boycott classes started
certainly none of the colleges had any problems with
accreditation. What had actually happened was a
misunderstanding by the students themselves and it arose
because of a statement, again an error by third party not
Ministry of Education and Skills Development. So, yes
as soon as we heard about this we dealt with it and the
following day there was actually a press release from
BQA, to say that there is no issue of accreditation of any
course at any of the two institutions at the time that this
particular event took place. There is no doubt, I agree
with you that in fact, is a fact that issues of accreditation
of vocational colleges has been issue that has been
pending for a long time, but at the time of this that was
not the issue at all and is not an issue today. Thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: Minister during your visits to
address the students in terms of abiding by the contract
did you not find any political influence? Can you kindly
explain that one for me Minister because our students
are more than lucky as they are paid to be in the class,
whereas some other countries you pay government to be
in the class...
MR SPEAKER: Order! A short question Honourable
Member!
MR MOSWAANE: Let me conclude it Honourable
Speaker that did you ever inform them that for one
vacant post there are seven students waiting outside for
the same position? Why I am saying this is that, a class
is more important than any other thing. Thank you.
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Short question Honourable
Moswaane!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
MR SPEAKER: No, I said I ordered him to be brief,
what is the point of order for now?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order! I am
standing on a point of order because I am listening to
Honourable Moswaane’s question asking if there was
no political influence among the students. He is making
assumptions that the students have some sort of political
influence and he is accusing them yet they cannot defend
themselves here.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: His question seems to be
imputing…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware you are out of
order, allow the Minister to answer.
DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker, Mr Speaker I cannot
say as a matter of fact that is the case. I can only say that
there are allegations of interference of a political nature,
that is all I can say. Various names were mentioned
of people who had visited the students at the various
campuses, but of course I cannot stand here and say that
is in fact a fact. I can only say there are allegations of
political interference, that all I can say Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister in your statement I had
expected that you would talk about the fact that there
are some students who applied to go and do diplomas
at those institutions, but then when they got there they
found themselves doing an unaccredited certificate
course. I want you to clarify this position, whether
indeed it is true that some students who are there applied
for diploma, but are now doing even courses that are
lower than what they already have.
DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I need
to explain this, first of all before the advent of the BQA,
there was an institution or department called Tertiary
Education Council (TEC) that was responsible for
accrediting courses at these technical colleges. When
BQA was formed it found already description of courses
and an assignment of level including diploma courses.
It has not changed anything at all, so this idea that
some courses people thought were diploma and now
certificates it is not correct at all. If any student who
went to those colleges has to do a diploma, they will
graduate with a diploma.

Of course it is a fact that going forward, what is BQA
doing in the future is to relook at all courses including
those at the University of Botswana (UB), to say
whether or not in terms of international standard is
this a certificate, a diploma or a degree and that is in
the future. Right now it is not changing anything, it is
working on regulations for the future. So I can assure
you and I can assure every student who is listening that
if you entered a college to a diploma and you registered
as a diploma student or trainee you will graduate with a
diploma from that institution, period!
MR SPEAKER: We are left with just three minutes so
I will allow for the last two people.
MR GAOLATHE: Madam Minister, all the concerns
of the students boil down to under investment by
Government. I would like to know what the current
budget for these technical institutions has been and what
the revised budget will be, taking into consideration
what their concerns are. The second question is did
you experience this unrest that you so eloquently talk
about. The third is what happened to the students
without parents who live in rural Botswana, were there
any arrangements made for them to travel back to their
homes?
DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker. I am going to ask that
the Honourable Member may be patient because when
I present the budget today, I will specifically answer his
question in terms of what was the budget from last year
and what is the budget going forward, if that is okay.
So I will do that. In respect of what arrangements were
made for the students who came from far, you know if
you had listened to me when I spoke to the students,
I told them a personal story, a story about when you
pick it in such a way that you actually breach the peace,
that the school may be closed and it is going to be a
very long journey home. I told them about the story of
when I studied in Swaziland and how students went
on strike and it was a very long and expensive journey
from Swaziland to Botswana. I told them whatever
you do, you can sing and you can dance, I cannot even
prescribe what language you use even if it is offensive.
But whatever you do, do not breach the peace, do not
even threaten to breach the peace, because then I have
to defend you, your right to picket and the right of the
students who does not want to picket to actually be in
school. I said if you do that, it is very easy to sing, you
can sing as a chorus, but when you cry you cry alone.
So unfortunately had they heeded me when I was saying
please protest in such a way that there is no threat to
other persons, they would not have had that long, lonely
journey home. Thank you.
Hansard No 182
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MR KHAN: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, mine is just a quick short one. I am grateful
to you to hear that you had a fruitful meeting on the
4th of March with the students and you actually stated
that BQA has now sorted out the issue on courses
with the schools. You did not mention the issue on the
allowances but can I just ask you as to when will the
school be opened?
MR SALAKAE: Procedure Mr Speaker. Thank you
Mr Speaker. I am not sure whether it is procedural or
whether it will be fair for this House to continue with
another question when the Minister has not answered
the previous question. There was a question to on
whether there was an arrangement for students who are
coming from far with respect to accommodation. The
Minister has not answered but we are proceeding to
another question.
MR SPEAKER: No, she did answer. It means you were
not listening to her.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Murmurs...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! I was listening to the
Honourable Minister answering that question. There is
a difference between somebody answering a question
in the way you agree with or not however she did talk
about the closure of the schools and the arrangements
for students to go back home. She did explain that she
warned the students that they would find themselves in
trouble should they breach the peace. That is what she
said and so Honourable Khan, please continue with your
question.
MR KHAN: I was just getting to the end of my question
to you Madam Minister. I actually want you to state to
this House when the schools will reopen so that the
students can go back because it seems like you have
resolved their issues.

DR MMATLI: Yes Sir. I think Mr Speaker, it is very unprocedural for the Minister in answering a question from
Honourable Gaolathe when asked what arrangement
she has done for the students to say the students did not
listen to her and therefore it is up to them to find their
way out.
The other point that I stood on is that, Mr Speaker, you
allowed Honourable Moswaane to attack the students…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli, allow me to
advice you that when you call for procedure, you should
focus on what it is that is un-procedural. Do not make
a long speech and even include everyone in your issue.
Focus on you issue and finish.
DR MMATLI: Thank you sir. That is what I spoke
about and I feel that it was un-procedural for Honourable
Moswaane to attack the students by asking if they are
aware that there are 30 young people who would like to
have an opportunity to get a free education whilst they
are wasting it by engaging on a strike.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …Murmurs…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Mokgware
will you refrain from talking at the top of your voices.
Honourable Mokgware, I am standing.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: As if this money belongs
to Honourable Moswaane.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Mabeo you
will soon find yourselves sent outside so that you can
go and argue there. Honourable Mokgware! Honourable
Mokgware! Keep quiet I am standing. What is wrong
with you!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of procedure.

DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I cannot
say at this point but I will announce in due course. One
of the reasons why I cannot say that is of course the
various issues that we have dealt with and I am not
ready to say at this point. But it is going to be very, very
soon. Thank you.

MR SPEAKER: Listen! The Honourable Minister has
responded and you have your reasons for not agreeing
with her but the response was given. Honourable
Moswaane was talking about his own issues and so
let go of those things. I want us to continue with the
Committee of Supply. Our time is up.

HONORUABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

DR VENSON-MOITOI: I have a question regarding
procedure Mr Speaker before you seat down.

MR SPEAKER: No, I had said I am taking the last one
Honourable Mmolotsi. Order! Order! Did you call for
procedure?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.
MR SPEAKER: I will allow for procedure and then get
on with it. We have got more business to do. It should
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MR SPEAKER: No, I had said that I was allowing
the last call for procedure Mother of the House. If I
allow yours then somebody else will want it as well.
So Mother of the House I request that we let go of the
points of procedure and points of order so that we can
continue.
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DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, the record of the House
will be out of order sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You cannot say no.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You cannot say no.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Kgoroba
what are you doing?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, he is imitating him.
MR SPEAKER: Mother of the House, let me not take
procedures and orders, I want us to continue.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: The record of the House will
be out of order Mr Speaker.

MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! If I hear someone
shouting while I am still standing, I will make them
leave this House. Now we are into business.
Honourable Members, you are asked to know that two
hours has been allocated to this organisation, and I shall
call the Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at
1635 hours and the question will be put at 17:00 hours.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Chairperson. The
only challenge I am having is with my voice, it was
affected in Sekoma; but I shall give it my best shot.
Mr Chairperson, I request a total provision of Fifty Three
Million Seven Hundred and Seventy Three Thousand
Three Hundred and Seventy Pula (P53 773 370)…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who gave Honourable
Venson the chance to talk?

MR CHAIRPERSON: Please wait a moment
Honourable Minister. Whilst you are standing like that,
check the quorum first.

MR SPEAKER: My issue is that I do not want this
matter to continue, you will bring that to my attention I
will do something about it.

MR MAKGALEMELE: For the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG) under the Recurrent Budget for the
financial year 2016/17.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)

Before I present a breakdown of the proposed budget, I
shall first highlight a summary of the achievements and
challenges faced by the Office of the Auditor General
during the financial year 2015/2016.

Assembly in Committee
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
ORGANISATION 1400- AUDITOR
GENERAL
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): Point of order. May I request, I
heard that you said that we will talk about it. I request
that you should give me time tomorrow in the House
because this is about the record in the House, about
the words that were used by Honourable Minister of
Education which are being deliberately misquoted by
Honourable Ntlhaile and those are not the words that
she used. That has to be corrected.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Bring that to my attention.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: The Hansard for tonight,
could it please be held until tomorrow.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, please do not go there, I
said bring it to my attention. I will deal with it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

Mr Chairperson, the Auditor General continues to
execute her mandate of assuring the nation that public
resources have been used for intended purposes in the
most efficient, effective and economical manner.
Mr Chairperson, in the past year, the Auditor General has
audited the accounts of central government departments
culminating with the issuance of the audit certificate
and Auditor General’s Annual Report on the Accounts
of Botswana Government for the year 2014/2015 which
was tabled before this august house.
Mr Chairperson, a total of twenty (20) financial audit
reports for the financial year 2010/2011 and eleven (11)
for 2011/2012 were issued for the various Councils and
Land Boards. These audits enhance audit visibility and
act as a deterrent to corruption and fraud.
Mr Chairperson, two performance audits were conducted
in Central Government and tabled before the National
Assembly. These were:
(i) Upgrading of Gaborone Metsimotlhabe and
Gaborone –Tlokweng Border Post Roads.
(ii) Boarding and Disposal of Government Boarded
Vehicles/Mobile Plant by CTO.
Hansard No 182
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Mr Chairperson, as for Local Authorities, two
performance audits were also completed and tabled
before Full Councils. These are as follows:
i) Maintenance of Council Buildings by South East
District Council.
ii) Procurement and Asset Disposal System-Kgalagadi
District Council.
Mr Chairperson, the Auditor General also supported
the Public Accounts Committee (PAC), Local
Authorities Public Accounts Committee (LAPAC)
and the Committee on Statutory Bodies and State
Owned Enterprises (COSBSOE) in the examination
of accounting officers on the use of public resources
entrusted to them. Mr Chairperson, in the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) region, the
Auditor General has continued with the audit of the
Regional Tourism Organisation of Southern Africa.
Furthermore, in the global public audit space, the
Auditor General has continued to fulfil her obligations
as a member of the International Organisation of
Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) Working Group
on Environmental Audit (WGEA). The Auditor General
is also a member of the African Organisation for English
Speaking Supreme Audit Institution’s (AFROSAI-E)
interim committee on the Professionalisation of Public
Sector Accountants and Auditors. Mr Chairperson, these
engagements are a vote of confidence on the quality of
the audit service provided by the Auditor General in the
international auditing arena.
Mr Chairperson, the OAG has relocated to a new
building in the Central Business District in Gaborone.
This has provided much relief to the staff of the Auditor
General since the previous office building had been
declared unsafe for occupation.
Mr Chairperson, the restructuring of the Office of the
Auditor General was done in 2014. However, the
development of the deployment structure has not been
done due to the non- responsiveness of the tender which
was intended to source the technical expertise required.
The Auditor General has since put together a selective
bid with the hope of success this time around. The new
structure would enhance organisational efficiency and
effectives for better delivery on the OAG mandate.
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and Ninety Eight Pula (P2 941 080) or 5.8 per cent over
the 2015/2016 estimates.
12. PARENT ACCOUNT 00110 – SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES
Mr Chairperson, an amount of Thirty Four Million Five
Hundred and Seventy Five Thousand Seven Hundred
and Seventy Pula (P34 575 770) is requested under
Salaries and Allowances, this represents an increase of
9 per cent over the 2015/2016 estimates.
13. PARENT ACCOUNT 00200 - TRAVELLING &
TRANSPORT (INTERNAL)
Mr Chairperson, a total of Three Million Nine Hundred
and Thirty Six Thousand Four Hundred and Forty Pula
(P3 936 440) is being requested. This is an increase of
0.5 per cent over the last year’s provision. This is to
cover internal costs for subsistence, transportation costs,
hire charges, and the cost of petrol, oil and lubricants for
vehicles.
14. PARENT ACCOUNT 00300 - TRAVELLING &
TRANSPORT (EXTERNAL)
Mr Chairperson, the sum of One Million Eight Hundred
Thousand Pula (P1 800 000) is requested. This is the
same as in the 2015/16 Estimates. This will assist
the Auditor General to meet her obligations as an
institutional member of regional and international
organisations and conduct audit of Botswana’s foreign
missions.
15. PARENT ACCOUNT 00400 - GENERAL
EXPENSES & SUPPLIES
Mr Chairperson, the sum of Four Million Six Hundred
and Ninety Four Thousand Five and Twenty Pula
(P4 694 520) is requested under this vote. This is to
cover, amongst other things, expenses of the 50th
anniversary celebrations of the Office…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Olopeng you
cannot go out.
MR MKGALEMELE: … as well as the 50th
independence celebrations of the country, audit
software license fees, postal charges and the printing of
the Auditor General’s reports including those in arrears.

Recurrent Budget

16. PARENT ACCOUNT 0500 – DEPARTMENTAL
SERVICES

Mr Chairperson, I request a sum of Fifty Three Million
Seven Hundred and Seventy Three Thousand Three
Hundred and Seventy Pula (P53 773 070) for the
financial year 2016/2017. This represents a total increase
of Two Million Nine Hundred and Forty One Thousand

Mr Chairperson, the sum of Five Million and Fifty
Thousand Pula (P5 050 000) is requested under this
account, representing an 80 per cent increase over the
2015/16 Estimates. This is to cover rental costs for the
office space at the Central Business District.
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17. PARENT ACCOUNT 01200 – TRAINING
Mr Chairperson, the sum of One Million Seven Hundred
Thousand Pula (P1, 700,000) is requested under the
training account, which remains unchanged over the
2015/16 Estimates.
Development Budget
Mr Chairperson, the Office of the Auditor General’s
Development Budget will be presented as part of the
Ministry of State President’s request.
Mr Chairperson, this concludes my budget proposals for
the Office of the Auditor General and I request that the
sum of Fifty Three Million Seven Hundred and Seventy
Three Thousand Three Hundred and Seventy Pula (P53,
773,370) be approved and stand part of the 2016/2017
Estimates. I move…
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): On point of procedure. Thank you Mr
Chairperson and Honourable Member. Can you confirm
the figures that you have just given concerning the
recurrent budget? In words, they do not tally with what
is written down here so it will be a wrong representation.
I heard you reading the wrong figures earlier on and you
have just repeated the same thing for the second time.
So just correct it because it will affect your figures. For
me here it is Five Hundred and Thirty Seven Million but
you are saying Fifty Three Million, so check it and tell
us the correct one. Thank you sir.
MR MAKGALEMELE: The figure is Fifty Three
Million Seven Hundred and Seventy Three Thousand
Three Hundred and Seventy Pula (P53,773,370). I know
that there was somewhere where it was not correct.
Honourable Maele, which specific paragraph are you
referring to?
MR MAELE: Page 4, Paragraph 11.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Okay, the figure which
is supposed to reflect at Paragraph 11 is Fifty Three
Million Seven Hundred and Seventy Three Thousand
Three Hundred and Seventy Pula.
Mr Chairperson, this concludes my budget proposals
for the Office of the Auditor General and I request that
the sum of Fifty Three Million Seven Hundred and
Seventy Three Thousand Three Hundred and Seventy
Pula (P53,773,370) be approved and stand part of the
2016/2017 Estimates. I move accordingly.

way the Auditor General has been performing. Therefore
I request that the sum of P53,773,370 be approved and
stand part of the 2016/2017, estimates. I thank you.
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 0600 - EDUCATION
AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Members, you are
asked to note that 2 hours 45 minutes has been allocated
to this organisation, and I shall call upon the Honourable
Minister to reply to the debate at 17:35 today. The
question would be put at 14:50 tomorrow.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure. Mr
Chairperson since I had a few minutes which I did not
utilise from my presentation, I propose that we allocate
it to the Minister of Education and Skills Development
so that we have more time to deliberate on issues of
education.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, that is something that you
refused to endorse at the General Assembly. You cannot
expect me to do it alone when you have failed to agree
on it.
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (DR DOW): Thank you Mr
Chairperson for giving me this opportunity to present
to this Honourable House the 2016/2017 Recurrent
and Development Budget request for the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. Thank you Mr Chairperson.
Actually, there is truth in what the Minister is saying.
It will therefore cause a change in the times you have
set for responses hence it is not possible given the time
that is left according to the set time for today responses
ending tomorrow.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tsogwane, I do not
understand what your problem is, I am keeping time.

Thank you Mr Chairperson.

MR TSOGWANE: I was saying it will not be possible
looking at the time. If you allocate her that time to
reply, it will not continue on to tomorrow. That is my
procedure.

MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Chairperson, this silence
shows me that Honourable Members appreciates the

MR CHAIRPERSON: It will be possible Honourable
Tsogwane. Do not be impatient.
Hansard No 182
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MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): On a point of order. Mr
Chairman, you have the watch and anyone who went to
school can do the math. You have set the finishing time
for tomorrow. These people are wasting our time. If we
want to change the Standing Order we know where to
go. I implore you to ignore these people.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Mother of the
House. Honourable Dow, please proceed with your
presentation.
DR DOW: Mr Chairperson, please allow me to present
to this Honourable House the 2016/2017 Recurrent
and Development budget requests for the Ministry
of Education and Skills Development. Before I make
my submission Mr Chairperson, let me share with
Honourable Members, progress made on some of
the initiatives under my Ministry during the current
financial year.
REVIEW
OF
MAJOR
ACTIVITIES
UNDERTAKEN BY THE MINISTRY
In improving the legislative environment within the
education sector, the Botswana Examinations Council
(BEC) amendment Bill was passed by Cabinet on 15
July 2015. The Bill is ready to be presented to this House
in the current sitting. The Development of the Education
and Training Sector Strategic Plan (ETSSP: 20152020) has been completed and the plan was approved
by Cabinet in May 2015. This plan gives the Ministry
strategic direction to reform the country’s education
system over the next five (5) years.
Following its launch in June 2015 the implementation
of the ETSSP priorities has continued with the roll-out
of the Early Childhood Education (ECE) programme
to more schools, the in-service training of School
Heads and senior management in our institutions and
the revitalisation and rationalisation of Technical and
Vocational Education.
As I have previously reported, the ECE programme
was introduced in public primary schools in 2013 as an
initiative for building a strong educational foundation.
The programme has been rolled-out to a further 178
schools, increasing the number of schools offering ECE
from 226 in 2015 to 404 in 2016.
The Education and Training Sector Strategic Plan also
recommends Compulsory Remediation as one of its key
initiatives for reducing under performance of learners
at Primary School Leaving Examinations (PSLE).
A technical team is working on the development of
a remedial policy and a learner retention strategy to
improve performance of learners in primary schools.
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Mr Chairperson, the PSLE results for the period 2012 to
2015 continue to show a steady increase in the number
of candidates attaining grades A to C. The results reflect
an increase of 0.58 per cent, from 69.16 per cent in 2014
to 69.74 per cent in 2015. At Junior Secondary School
level the Junior Certificate Examination (JCE) results
continue to decline, with the number of candidates
awarded grade C and better decreasing from 34.6 per
cent in 2014 to 33.4 per cent in 2015. However, although
we have seen a decline in the Botswana General
Certificate of Secondary Education (BGCSE) results
over recent years the performance in 2015 has shown
an increase by 1.3 per cent of learners obtaining 5 C’s
or better compared to 2014 results, which is realising
an improvement in the overall pass rate from 23.27 per
cent to 24.54 per cent.
Mr Chairperson, we acknowledge that the low level of
learner performance is an issue of national concern. As
such I would like to assure this Honourable House that
it is in our interest to ensure that this state of affairs is
not allowed to continue, but has to be turned around.
Consequently, my ministry continues to explore
strategies and initiatives geared towards improving
performance and I call upon all stakeholders to
collectively intensify efforts to address this challenge.
Mr Chairperson, my ministry has so far identified the
following interventions, which are being implemented
in earnest to turn around the status quo:
• Ensure that all schools operate through substantive
School Heads at all times except in special
circumstances so as to improve on accountability for
learner results;
• Introduction of an assessment and review tool of all
teachers up to and including School Heads to augment
objectives in their Performance Development Plans
and Performance Agreements. This is designed to
strengthen accountability and professionalism to the
teaching fraternity. I believe that this tool will ensure
that the focus of assessment of the teachers is in the
classroom and on learning outcomes;
• Provide in-service training for School Heads and
Senior School Management using the recently
revised school manual geared towards strengthening
supervision and improving performance;
• Set value additions targets for all schools and classes
for School Heads and Teachers respectively;
• Reward and encourage good performance while
sanctioning under performance;
• Re-introduce Headmasters advisors teams from 1st
April 2016
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• Introduce remediation/tutorials for subject teachers.
In fact, this is now imbedded in the teacher
assessment tool to ensure and enhance compliance;
• Ensure Primary School learners are allowed to
repeat as per the policy;
• Encourage learners to use school libraries/reading
rooms in schools;
• Ensure equitable distribution of resources;
• Review curriculum with particular attention to the
primary education sector;
• Encourage greater stakeholder participation in
schools;
• Expedite resolution of staff welfare issues.
Moreover, in order to improve competencies of our
teachers at pre-service and in-service, a detailed Teacher
Education and Professional Development (TEPD)
Framework and a Continuous Professional Development
(CPD) Framework are being developed. These two
frameworks will enable the country to produce globally
competitive teachers in the 21st century.
In order to improve the quality and relevance of
education the Ministry is also developing a National
Curriculum and Assessment Framework (NCAF)
for General Education. This framework includes a
multiple pathways education system which highlights
alternative study programmes and assessment methods
for different learners. The multiple pathways system
has great potential to address issues of limited access
and transition to senior secondary schools as it allows
learners of different aptitudes to access tertiary
education through different vocational or conventional
education channels.
Mr Chairperson, a policy for Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) has been developed and
will be implemented the next financial year (2016/17).
The policy will, amongst other things, facilitate effective
management and revitalisation of the TVET system
as the engine for skills development to ensure greater
utilisation and efficiency of our institutions.
During the year 2015/16 the Ministry undertook
to step-up skills development through the “Target
20,000” initiative, whose main objective is to re-tool
and up-skill unemployed post-secondary school youth
to prepare them for employment. The initiative was
introduced in October 2015 and students’ enrolment
effectively commenced in January 2016. A total of
14,869 applications were received, of which 10,522
were approved for sponsorship in 18 local institutions.

Mr Chairperson, while the Government of Botswana
continues to prioritise education in financial resource
allocation, the current structure of public tertiary
institutions is found to be neither optimal nor sustainable
in terms of cost efficiency. As a result, we are currently
rationalising these institutions. Key in the rationalisation
process is the issue of efficiency in utilisation of the
different educational institutions as well as promotion
of quality education.
Human Resource Development Council (HRDC)
Mr Chairperson, as reported last year, the Human
Resource Development Council (HRDC), in line with
its first Five Year Strategic Plan (2016-2021), continues
developing Human Resource Development (HRD)
Sector Plans. The sector plans identify demands in
the labour market and guides training institutions on
priority skills in an effort to reduce skills mismatch
and graduates unemployment. To date, a total of three
(3) human resource development sector plans have
been completed. These include sector plans in tourism,
mining, water and energy resources and agriculture
with the Health Sector Plan intended to be completed
by April 2016.
Mr Chairperson, the aim is to complete all the sector
plans by March 2017 and then consolidate them into
a National Human Resource Development Plan for
Botswana. The Plan will in the short term, address the
problem of skills mismatch and in the long term aim to
produce a globally competitive human resource.
Furthermore, Madam Chairperson, HRDC in
collaboration with Statistics Botswana published the
“Tertiary Education at a Glance” Report for 2014/2015.
The highlights of the report are that participation rate
at tertiary education level has increased slightly from
21.2 per cent in 2013/14 to 21.3 per cent in 2014/15.
Continued growth of the Private Sector participation in
the provision of Tertiary Education is evident.
Mr Chairperson, in order to provide a conducive
environment for learning, expansion and maintenance
of educational facilities continues to be a priority.
Efforts to address challenges related to congestion
and poor conditions of school facilities include the
construction of new Junior Secondary Schools at Maun
and Francistown as well as upgrading of Tsabong
and Mahupu Junior Secondary Schools to be unified
schools. These schools are expected to improve access
to secondary education by providing an additional
2,100 places for Junior Secondary Schools and 1,300
for Senior Secondary.
Mr Chairperson, the new junior school in Maun has
already admitted 340 Form 1 learners, who are currently
Hansard No 182
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accommodated in other schools and are scheduled to
relocate to the new school in April 2016 whilst the new
junior school in Francistown has admitted 140 Form
1 learners, who are also housed in other schools. The
learners are expected to relocate to their new school
in July 2016. On the other hand, Mahupu and Tsabong
Unified Schools have admitted Form Four (4) students
and deployment of staff is on-going at both schools so
as to cope with the increased teaching load resulting
from their expansion.

laboratories, classrooms, sports development facilities,
recreational spaces and an indoor sports arena that sits
an audience of 5000 people.

Mr Chairperson, I am pleased to inform the Honourable
House that the recently launched Economic Stimulus
Package (ESP) will also assist the ministry to address
the backlog in expansion and maintenance of school
facilities. Major projects to be implemented include
expansion of Maunatlala, Tsodilo and Tshwaragano
Junior Secondary Schools and construction of student
hostels for Mphuthe Junior Secondary School. These
projects are currently at various stages of the tendering
processes and are expected to commence during the
period 2015/16 and 2016/17 years. The other projects
planned to commence in 2016/17 are the construction
of 184 classrooms and 117 Science laboratories as well
as construction of 328 staff houses in various schools
across the country.

2016/17 PROPOSED MINISTRY BUDGET

Mr Chairperson, in an endeavour to improve eLearning
in our schools provision of ICT infrastructure in
secondary schools is also in progress. All the 32 Senior
Secondary Schools and 30 of the 207 Junior Secondary
Schools have functional computer laboratories. The
two Unified Schools are getting brand new computer
laboratories. In addition, there is an ongoing programme
to replace obsolete technologies in the remaining
secondary schools computer laboratories.
Mr Chairperson, still within infrastructure development,
major development projects that were carried out at
BIUST in 2015/16 include a workshop facility for the
College of Engineering; classrooms, laboratories and
offices for three (3) departments under the College
of Sciences; and provision of 900 beds at student
residences. To further address the immediate and long
term infrastructure needs of the University as per the
BIUST Master Plan, several projects are planned to be
executed in the 2016/17 financial year. These include:
500 beds student accommodation, upgrading of sewage
system, construction of access road and construction of
classrooms, laboratories and offices for five (5) more
departments under the College of Sciences.
At the University of Botswana, the Campus Indoor
Sports Centre was completed in April 2015 and it is
now fully equipped and functional. This State - of the - Art facility contains among other things; research
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Mr Chairperson, the new Teaching Hospital which was
completed in December 2014 is currently coming to the
end of the defects liability period since it ends in April
2016. Facilitation of the purchase of equipment for the
hospital and its commissioning has been handed over to
Ministry of Health.

Mr Chairperson, allow me now to present the budget
proposals under my ministry for the financial year
2016/2017. The proposed budget for the financial
year 2016/17 amounts to Eleven Billion, Seven
Hundred and Twenty Five Million, Six Hundred and
Thirty Six Thousand One Hundred and Thirty Four
Pula (P11,725,636,134), of which Ten Billion, Six
Hundred and Thirty Six Million, Three Hundred and
Twenty Eight Thousand, Five Hundred and Twenty
Pula (P10,636,328,520) is for Recurrent Budget and
One Billion, Eighty Nine Million, Three Hundred
and Seven Thousand, Six Hundred and Fourteen Pula
(P1,089,307,614) is for Development Budget.
RECURRENT BUDGET – P10, 636,328,520
Mr Chairperson, my request under the Recurrent
Budget amounts to Ten Billion, Six Hundred and
Thirty Six Million, Three Hundred and Twenty Eight
Thousand, Five Hundred and Twenty Pula (P10,
636,328,520), which represents an increase of Three
Hundred and Twenty Seven Million, Nine Hundred and
Sixty Eight Thousand, Five Hundred and Eighty Pula
(P327, 968,580) or 32 per cent compared with P10,
308,359,940 for 2015/16.
Mr Chairperson, once again the largest proportion of the
ministry’s Recurrent Budget is allocated to Personnel
Emoluments at 51.7 per cent of the budget amounting to
P5,503,066,590 followed by Students financing which
is allocated P2,154,912,600 or 20.3 per cent while
Subventions to Parastatals is allocated P1,413,757,980
or 13.3 per cent. The remaining 14.7 per cent amounting
to P1, 564,591,350 is allocated to other operational
costs, which caters for the general operational expenses
for the ministry’s departments, regional offices, running
of schools as well as the total welfare of students,
including their feeding, procurement of books and
payment of utilities.
Budget allocation by Departments for the P10,
636,328,520 requested for recurrent expenditure is as
follows:
0601: Headquarters (MOE) – P2, 177,639,490
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The proposed budget for this department is Two Billion,
One Hundred and Seventy Seven Million, Six Hundred
and Thirty Nine Thousand, Four Hundred and Ninety
Pula (P2, 177,639,490) or 20.5 per cent of the ministry’s
Recurrent Budget. There has been an increase of 12.3
per cent compared to the previous year’s budget for this
department. Six parastatals organisations are funded
under this department and they account for a total of P1,
342,370,050 distributed as follows:

My request for this department is Twenty Five Million,
and Nine Hundred Pula (P 25,000,900) or 0.24 per cent
of the ministry’s total budget. There has also been an
increase of 5.5 per cent compared to the previous year.
0606: Department of Teaching Service Management
- P4, 350,216,730

University of Botswana (UB) allocated P703,000,000;
Botswana International University of Science and
Technology (BIUST), P320,546,590; Botswana
Accountancy College (BAC), P3,649,430; Human
Resource Development Council, P49,925,380; Botswana
Qualification Authority (BQA) P39,166,110; and
Botswana Examination Council (BEC) P226,082,540.

My request for this department is Four Billion,
Three Hundred and Fifty Million, Two Hundred and
Sixteen Thousand, Seven Hundred and Thirty Pula (P
4,350,216,730) or 40.9 per cent of the ministry’s budget.
There has been an increase of 3.5 per cent compared to
the previous year’s budget. The sum of P4, 319,237,600
or 99.3 per cent of the budget under this department is
allocated to Personnel Emoluments, mainly for payment
of teachers’ salaries.

0602: Department of Technical and Vocational
Education and Training - P531, 658,650

0607: Department of Pre and Primary Education P135, 110,820

Honourable Ndaba asked a question with respect to
that. The proposed budget is Five Hundred and Thirty
One Million, Six Hundred and Fifty Eight Thousand,
Sixty Hundred and Fifty Pula (P531, 658,650) or 5
per cent of the ministry’s recurrent budget. There has
been a minimal increase of 0.016 per cent compared to
the previous year’s budget but you will see the other
increase in the other aspects that actually fit in to this
particular budget item.
0603: Department of Tertiary Education Financing
- P2, 190,505,750
The proposed budget for this department is Two Billion,
One Hundred and Ninety Million, Five Hundred and
Five Thousand, Seven Hundred and Fifty Pula (P2,
190,505,750) or 20.6 per cent of the ministry’s total
budget. This represents a decrease of 5.3 per cent
compared to the previous year’s budget. The decrease is
due to the suggested 10 per cent cut above board.
0604: Department of Out of School Education and
Training – P116, 620,010
Mr Chairperson, the proposed budget for this department
is One Hundred and Sixteen Million, Six Hundred and
Twenty Thousand, and Ten Pula (P116, 620,010) of
which P 71,387,930 is allocated to Botswana College of
Open and Distance Learning (BOCODOL). The amount
allocated to Out of School Education and training
accounts for 1.10 per cent of the ministry’s budget
and this allocation reflects an increase of 2.4 per cent
compared to the previous year’s budget.
0605: Department of Curriculum Development and
Evaluation - P25, 000,900

The sum of One Hundred and Thirty Five Million,
One Hundred and Ten Thousand, Eight Hundred and
Twenty Pula (P135, 110, 820.00) is requested for this
department. This is 1.27 per cent of the Ministry’s
recurrent budget and there has been an increase of
135.8 per cent compared to the previous year’s budget.
The large increase is a result of Primary Text books
vote being transferred from the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development.
0608: Department of Secondary Education - P845,
139, 600.00
I propose to spend Eight Hundred and Forty Five Million,
One Hundred and Thirty Nine Thousand, Six Hundred
Pula (P845, 139, 600 .00) under this Department. This
represents 7.95 per cent of the Ministry’s recurrent
budget. There has been an increase of 12.3 per cent
compared to the previous year’s budget.
0609: Department of Teacher
Development - P191, 166,280

Training

and

Mr Chairperson, the proposed budget for this department
is One Hundred and Ninety One Million, One Hundred
and Sixty Six Thousand, Two Hundred and Eighty Pula
(P191, 166, 280. 00) or 1.8 per cent of the ministry’s total
budget. There is a decrease of 37.4 per cent compared
to the previous year’s budget and part of the decrease is
due to the suggested 10 per cent cut above board.
0610: Department of Technical Services – P25, 015,
490. 00
My proposed budget for this department is Twenty
Five Million, Fifteen Thousand, Four Hundred and
Ninety Pula (P 25, 015, 490. 00) or 0.24 per cent of the
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Ministry’s recurrent budget. There has been an increase
of 6.1 per cent compared to the previous year’s budget.
0611: Department of Information, Communication
Technology and Media Services - P16, 163, 650. 00
The proposed budget for this department is Sixteen
Million, One Hundred and Sixty Three Thousand,
Six Hundred and Fifty Pula (P16, 163, 650. 00). This
represents 0.15 per cent of the ministry’s total budget
and there has been an increase of 6.9 per cent compared
to the previous year’s budget.
0612: Department of Special Support Services - P21,
978, 080. 00
The proposed budget for this Department is Twenty One
Million, Nine Hundred and Seventy Eight Thousand,
Eighty Pula (P 21,978,080) or 0.2 per cent of the
Ministry’s total budget. There has been an increase of
5.9 per cent compared to the previous year’s budget.
0613: Department of Educational Planning and
Research-P10, 113, 070.00
The proposed budget for this department is Ten Million,
One Hundred and Thirteen Thousand, and Seventy Pula
(P10, 113, 070. 00) or 0.1 per cent of the Ministry’s
total budget. There has been an increase of 6 per cent
compared to the previous year’s budget.
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET
Mr Chairperson, I request One Billion, Eighty Nine
Million, Three hundred and Seven Thousand, Six
Hundred and Fourteen Pula (P1, 089, 307, 614. 00) as
Development Budget for my Ministry for the financial
year 2016/2017. This budget request is for the following
programmes;
Department 0601 – Ministry Headquarters-P38,
960, 000. 00
Mr Chairperson, I request Thirty Eight Million, Nine
Hundred and Sixty Thousand Pula (P38, 960, 000.
00) for the Ministry Headquarters. The funds are for
implementation of the following projects;
(i) Eleven Million, Seven Hundred and Sixty
Thousand Pula (P11, 760, 000.00) is requested for
the Computerization Project to purchase computer
equipment for schools.
(ii) Four Million, Three Hundred Thousand Pula (P4,
300, 000.00) is requested for Ministry of Education
Consultancy Projects. These include Evaluation
of Senior Secondary Curriculum, Development
of Psychometric Tests and Post Literacy Skills
Training.
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(iii) Two Million Pula (P2, 000, 000. 00) is for
refurbishment of the Curriculum Development
and Evaluation Building.
(iv) Ten Million, Nine Hundred Thousand Pula
(P10, 900, 000. 00) is requested for completion
of the modification of Jewellery Workshop at
Oodi College of Applied Arts and Technology
(OCAAT) and design works for the upgrading
and refurbishment of Selibe Phikwe Technical
College.
Ten Million Pula (P10, 000,000) is requested for the
Botswana Examination Council as follows;
- Three Million Pula (P3, 000, 000. 00) for the
Botswana National Examinations Processing
System;
- Four Million Pula (P4, 000, 000. 00) for the
Establishment of National Assessment Programme;
and
- Three Million Pula (P3, 000, 000. 00) for
Restructuring and Alignment of the BEC to the
requirements of the Botswana Qualification
Authority.
Department 0602 – Vocational Training and
Education – P6, 400, 000. 00
Mr Chairperson, I request Six Million, Four Hundred
Thousand (P6, 400, 000. 00) for the Department of
Vocational Training and Education to cover maintenance
of Brigades.
Department 0608 – Department of Secondary
Education- P1, 043, 947, 614.00
Mr Chairperson, for the Department of Secondary
Education, I request One Billion, Forty Three Million,
Nine Hundred and Forty Seven Thousand, Six Hundred
and Fourteen Pula (P1, 043, 947, 614. 00). The funds are
for the following projects;
(i) Forty Million Pula (P40, 000, 000. 00) is requested
for the power upgrading project which involves
connection of power to various primary schools
across the country.
(ii) Two hundred and Three Million, Five Hundred
and Forty Thousand Pula (P203, 540, 000. 00)
will be used for the Secondary Schools Expansion
project.
(iii) A total amount of One Hundred and Sixty
Million Pula (P160, 000, 000. 00) is required for
completion of the on-going construction of new
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junior secondary schools at Maun (P70, 000, 000.
00) and Francistown (P90, 000, 000. 00).
(iv) The on-going construction of Tsabong and
Mahupu Unified Schools requires One Hundred
and Seventy Million Pula (P170, 000, 000. 00) and
One Hundred and Fifty Five Million Pula (P155,
000, 000. 00) respectively.
(v) The sum of Two Hundred and Sixty Eight Million,
Four Hundred and Seven Thousand, Six Hundred
and Fourteen Pula (P268, 407, 614. 00) is
requested for construction of staff houses whereas
an amount of Forty Seven Million Pula (P47, 000,
000. 00) will be used to undertake Maintenance
of Community Junior Secondary Schools across
the country.
Mr Chairperson, this concludes my presentation of the
2016/2017 recurrent and development budget requests
for my ministry. I therefore move that the sum of Ten
Billion, Six Hundred and Thirty Six Million, Three
Hundred and Twenty Eight Thousand, Five Hundred
and Twenty Pula (P10, 636, 328, 520.00) under the
Recurrent Budget for Organisation 0600 be approved
and stand part of the Schedule of Appropriation
(2016/2017) Bill, 2016 (No. 1 of 2016); and that the sum
of One Billion, Eighty Nine Million, Three Hundred
and Seven Thousand, Six Hundred and Fourteen Pula
(P1, 089, 307, 614.00) for Organisation 0600 in the
Development Fund Estimates be approved and stand
part of those estimates.
I thank you Mr Chairperson and I move.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Chairperson. I
want to start by confirming to the Honourable Minister
that I support her proposal on the most important aspect
which is education. Education is life. If I may give an
example Mr Chairperson, education has helped reduce
poverty in our country, and we continue to look at it
as part of development which is very critical as we
continue in our journey to eradicate poverty. We will
continue to support you Minister.
In the meetings that I hold, I always request parents to
include means of supporting education in their weekly
plans; either by asking the child about their homework
or anything that can help improve results. So, I wanted
to confirm that to you. In my constituency in Shoshong,
three primary schools being Kgamane, Mokibe and
Shoshong last year established working relations to
improve results. They have a programme through
which they encourage children and teachers by giving
them gifts. There was a big ceremony celebrating the

relationship that these three schools have and the former
Permanent Secretary Mr Elvis Motlhaodi was invited.
I want to assure you that I will continue making that
effort.
Results are worrisome in our constituency. I can give an
example of Shoshong Senior Secondary School. Junior
school and primary schools also do not have satisfactory
results. I believe this is an issue that we will continue
working together on.
I want to tell you that on primary education, I wish we
could hasten to have pre-schools because already you
have made an effort to orientate children before they
go to Standard 1. That is a welcome idea and it is very
helpful. Our wish in the Shoshong Constituency is that
there should be well established pre-schools because
they make children ready for education. By the time they
get to Standard 1, they already know what education is
and how they should behave at school. So Minister, I
urge you that establishing pre-schools need urgent
attention, they are long overdue. It is very important
for pre-schools to be widely spread for the benefit of
all the villages. I take that is the case across the entire
country. Honourable Minister, we need them so much
in Shoshong.
Honourable Minister, we have a challenge, when I take
a school like Mothamo Junior Secondary at Moiyabana
at Honourable Venson –Moitoi`s constituency, this
school admits children from villages like Mosolotshane,
Moralane and others. There is overcrowding at this
school and this consequentially affect results. I would
like to implore you to look at this issue or maybe I
should challenge you or one of your assistants to visit
this school to see the situation that I am talking about.
It is really sad looking at the numbers of children at this
school and sometimes, there are food shortages and
children would sneak and go back to their villages.
We would like you to look at their situation and
alongside that, maybe you should assess if time has not
come to have another junior secondary school at our
constituency. You can look at places like Kodibeleng and
Otse. For example, in Otse there are already facilities in
which you can work on so that building another junior
secondary school may not be too expensive. We have
a school called Mahutagane Junior Secondary School
in Shoshong and this school also admits many children
from villages surrounding Shoshong. You should also
consider increasing students’ accommodation at this
school.
I have not heard you say anything about Kalamare
Junior Secondary School regarding accommodation but
you have confirmed to me. You were with your Assistant
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Minister Moiseraela Goya, who even went to Kalamare
to confirm it to the residents. I believe that is going to
be very helpful. Kalamare is a village on the northern
side of Shoshong and we need to find out if we cannot
get accommodation for children from villages such as
Mosolotshane, Moralane, Poloka, Otse and Kodibeleng.
Option one is another junior secondary school, option
2 boarding facilities at Mahutagane Junior Secondary
School.
The other thing that I would like you to look at is
that you should work with Honourable Tsogwane
regarding infrastructure at primary schools which ends
up disturbing children. For example, the Mosolotshane
primary school has gone for a long time without facilities
being refurbished. And as the numbers of children grow,
education is affected as a result. Primary schools such
as Mosolotswane and Shoshong Primary School have
old buildings. At Kgamane Primary School where I
was schooling, you will find that their buildings are
old. Some classrooms that were there back then are still
there, I therefore want to urge you Honourable Member
to consider that issue.
The other issue that I want you to consider in Shoshong
is the Shoshong Study Group. In the past years this
school has been training a number of students who had
not passed well. But as the years passed by, this school
encountered challenges more especially monetary. We
are planning to revamp this school but we still have
challenges. Since it contributes towards education,
Honourable Dow we want your Ministry to have interest
on this plan. We need you to assists us in reviving this
school. It was useful as the students who had failed form
three even standard seven went there for further studies.
So I wanted to request for your support in this plan.
Honourable Minister we are impressed by your Adopta-School programme but we want you to help us too.
We are planning to have a Pitso for the businessmen and
women so that they help us by sensitising the private
sector on the importance of aiding the schools in the
rural areas. I believe that could really help.
I appreciate the good work that Botswana College of
Distance and Open Learning (BOCODOL) and Out of
School Education and Training (OSET) are doing and I
wish you can continue supporting them as they provide
training for those who did not do well; even those who
are working and do not want to school on a full time
basis. I am grateful for what they are doing.
If I can give BOCODOL as an example, they do have
a programme that they call Certificate in Small Scale
Business Management. My dream is for us to use this
programme so that almost every citizen could have
basic skills of training. I believe that if a large number
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of people have basic business skills, it will be a huge
investment considering the programmes that are there in
our country, they will be able to apply for any business
opportunity offered by the government. With those
words Mr Chairman I want to assure the Minister that I
support her budget. I thank you.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): I thank you Mr Chairman. I want to say
I support the Minister’s Budget so that she could go and
continue with the projects in her Ministry for the next
financial year. I am glad that the government decided
to award this ministry a higher amount as compared to
other ministries. That is a clear sign that the Ministry
takes education seriously and the expectation is that the
government will improve the education standard. I was
expecting that since there is the Economic Stimulus
Package (ESP), the Minister was going to assure us that
the classrooms and laboratories that she had promised
will be increased. I hope that she was after time. My
expectation is that the classrooms will be increased in
most areas in my constituency more specially in the
junior schools. In other junior schools, the students are
taught in the halls. The halls have been partitioned to
create classrooms. I hope we will use the budget for that
and also for teacher’s accommodation. A large number
of teachers commute every morning to different schools.
I am glad that you are planning to build houses for the
teachers and I wish you could start with the schools that
we have already mentioned.
I want to talk about the exam results. I appreciate the
fact that the 18 primary schools in my constituency are
doing very well. I like those schools together with the
teachers who teach there. When I arrived here in the past
six years I bought trophies that are being competed for
in those 18 primary schools and the six junior secondary
schools. That initiative really made a difference more
specially in the primary schools. On Friday when I was
not in Parliament, we were celebrating the Dabgwi
Primary School results which managed to score 100 per
cent pass rate. The other school that managed to score
100 per cent pass rate is Changate Primary School. But
since the Honourable Member’s trophy is supposed
to go to the best school, we left it at Dabgwi Primary
School.
I have to thank the Primary School teachers in their
effort to improve the examination results. Even if we
have the trophies for the six junior Secondary Schools,
we are still not impressed with their results, including
McConnell which is a Senior Secondary School in the
Constituency.
What still worries me is that we produce good results
and when the students get to Junior Schools their
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performance deteriorates and they fail at Senior
Secondary Schools. I therefore urge you to find out what
could be the cause of all this. We cannot have such a
situation, there might be a problem and I think we could
find it and solve it so that our students could pass.
If we look at the junior secondary school results and take
a school such as Nkange Junior Secondary School, the
students in that school are from four different schools.
Nkange, Mabowe, Changate, some 10 kilometres away
and Senete, they walk more than 12 kilometres. If you
can see them in winter, you would be hurt. There is need
to have boarding facilities in these schools so that these
students could stay in the schools. I know this is one of
the things that I have always talked about asking how
the Ministry of Education could intervene and help out.
I still remember that when we had the Assistant Minister
we even requested that you provide caravans.
This implies that we need boarding facilities in Nkange
Junior Secondary School as well as Moses Mengwe
Junior Secondary School that admits academically
challenged learners from Dagwi village. They use
public transport hired by their parents to transport them
to and from school and this could be one of the factors
that contributes to their poor academic performance.
Goshwe Junior Secondary School, in the village of
Goshwe is one of our schools with a boarding facility.
This school has a shortage of staff housing and it is not
easy to rent privately as the village is in the outskirts
of Tutume and the roads are bad. We need to focus on
developing this school and if possible build staff houses
so that the teachers do not commute from Sebina and
Tutume because during bad weather conditions they
are unable to travel and consequently obstructing the
classes.
I want to conclude by addressing the behaviour in
the school; I agree with the individual who said in
the olden days it was rare to find a drunken teacher
during working hours. Nowadays you find two or more
disorderly teachers who are setting a bad example for
the pupils. Teachers need to behave well and those that
are disorderly be advised appropriately. Not only do
teachers and pupils have to take education seriously,
Parents also needs to be involved in the education of
their children.
We have just heard a statement about a couple of
colleges closing down. This is very painful to parents;
I recently had an encounter with a parent who was
extremely saddened by their child’s expulsion from
school. Students should learn to be more patient even
if they have things that they need rather than resorting
to strike. As the government we also need to listen to
their needs.

I was once a police officer, when there is a strike,
people participate in large numbers but only a small
number usually decide to vandalise property. Right now
there are those who are in the hands of the police for
vandalism of property who are paying the admission of
guilt at the central Police Station. The students who are
arrested for vandalism in town; which is not where they
originally had their strike are the ones who are usually
expelled. It is very difficult to get these kinds of students
back into schools once they are expelled. That is why
we are pledging with those who have the privilege to
be in these government schools to behave accordingly;
we are not saying they should not complain nor are we
saying they will not be heard.
Finally I think some developments needs to be brought
into Tutume Brigades like McConnell. We need modern
machines especially for those that test cars. These
particular machines are able to identify mechanical
problems of cars quicker.
MS BATHOBAKAE (TLOKWENG): Thank you Mr
Chairman, for giving me the opportunity to also address
the Ministry of Education. I think the Ministry should be
granted the funds that they requested for, with the hope
that they will be used for all the significant purposes
like pre-schools in primary schools. I think all the
primary schools should have pre-schools incorporated.
We need more pre-schools in Tlokweng because
education starts at an early age therefore pre-school
will prepare children for the challenges of primary
school. The textbooks used in primary schools should
also be delivered on time to assist learners. The ESP
should also help in the building of more classrooms in
primary schools. Honourable Minister should inform us
on how many classrooms will be built to help solve the
overcrowding problems in primary schools because this
can negatively affect learners. This ratio of 1:45 in class
need to be looked into, if possible this numbers should
be reduced to 1:35 to make learning easier for them. If
teachers could also be given allowances for after school
learning activities this could contribute positively to the
learner’s performance.
Honourable Minister, I am concerned about the junior
certificates results which have seriously declined. I think
if learners repeated some of the classes this could rectify
this problem. This needs to be looked into to find the
root of the problem. Another problem is lack of teaching
equipment and resources. If all necessary resources and
equipment like photocopy machines are available, this
would make teaching much less strenuous for teachers.
If the teachers accommodation can also be sorted out
this could contribute to better performance for learners.
Honourable Minister, my constituency, Tlokweng is
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rapidly growing and there are two junior secondary
schools and no senior secondary school. We have long
requested for a Senior Schools because we feel it will
reduce the number of learners who attend senior schools
in Gaborone and as far as Mogoditshane. A public
library is also a necessity in Tlokweng because learners
have to travel far into Gaborone to use the public library.
Al these could improve the children’s education in the
village.
I n conclusion, Honourable Minister the funds are at
your disposal; please use them to improve education in
Botswana. Thank you.
MR KWEREPE (NGAMI): Let me thank you for
giving me the opportunity to comment on the Ministry
of Education. Let me enlighten this Parliament that once
and for many times I am from the Ngami constituency.
Ngami is in between the Maun constituency. Maun
constituency has a senior secondary school, Okavango
has a senior secondary school and Ghanzi has a senior
secondary school. Talking of senior schools, I am the
only constituency in-between constituencies that have
senior secondary schools and I do not have. Therefore
I just wanted to say I have four junior schools and if
comparison is something to go about then a village such
as Ghanzi has the same number of junior schools as
Ngami but us we do not have a senior secondary school.
In fact the number of students at Ngami who need a senior
school is more than that of all those aforementioned
villages which have senior schools. The reason I request
for a senior school in Ngami is that if you take a village
such as Sehithwa; from Sehithwa to Maun it is 100
kilometres just to get to senior secondary school. From
Sehithwa to Ghanzi it is over 200 kilometres. From
Sehithwa to Shakawe still again it is over 200 kilometres.
Therefore those who consider or determines building of
schools should note that indeed Ngami as constituency
should also be considered for a unified senior secondary
school. Students numbers do allow, long distances to
other villages with senior schools also allow for Ngami
to have a unified secondary school.
Honourable members I am talking as a former teacher
and want to share my experience as one. The system
is that the parent should supervise her children. There
is no parent who can travel to supervise a child, the
cost of travelling to Shakawe, Maun and Ghanzi
is too expensive. If at all we realise the distance and
importance of parents to check on their kids, by now
Ngami should have a unified senior school. I attended
a senior secondary school at Francistown from Maun,
400 kilometres away. I do not wish the students in my
constituency to travel the distance I travelled, which is so
painful of attending senior secondary school elsewhere
whereas their numbers allow them to have a unified
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secondary school. There should be careful consideration
and implementation.
Brigades; I agree with the suggestion of rationalisation
of the brigades which are said to be technical schools.
Long time ago there were brigades which were offering
some courses. Tsau village once requested for a brigade
and availed all the necessary requirement for the
establishment of a brigade just like there was supposed
to be one at Moreomaoto in the Boteti constituency. I
would like to cite a few examples because these things
were done while I was still in Education, I know. They
requested for a brigade, the request they once submitted,
I had an approved paperwork so there should be
implementation so that people can havet a brigade. I am
not talking about the normal brigade, we are in a tourist
area, the brigade established should fit in the specifics
of our constituency. We changed our livelihood, we are
no longer farmers. We do not want those old brigades.
We want the upgraded brigades which will benefit us in
our tourist area. People from my constituency would be
so happy.
Still on rationalisation, I have a brigade at Gumare.
When we talk about rationalisation exercise we are
talking about taking mechanics course to Shakawe,
woodwork from Shakawe to Gumare. Therefore if you
look at the two villages if you take the mechanics course
from Gumare to Shakawe you have disadvantaged the
Gumare village, Gumare is the headquarters of the subdistrict. There are just too many vehicles in which the
students can go and do apprenticeship on them. The
equipment used at Gumare is very old; there is an old
lab which is not being used. The rationalisation which is
currently conducted should seriously address this need.
I need mechanics in the Gumare brigade not the one
for woodwork. We do not need woodwork in Gumare;
woodwork should remain where it is.
Primary schools; I agree with the government’s
initiative of early primary education to educate children
at an early stage so that when they start primary level
they can be familiar with the school system. It seems
to be there but is not taken seriously. It is there at Tsau
but needs proper implementation if it can operate in this
manner it will not benefit the students.
There is an issue which concern me of cost recovery,
the government once came up with an initiative of cost
recovery, that school fees will be paid. We are not aware
if this cost recovery still exists or not. Parents are having
difficulties when seeking references for their children;
the school informs them they cannot get them until they
pay school fees. The poor parents are confused as they
wonder if school fees are paid but we tell them that
school fees are not paid. The parents should get a clear
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explanation whether they should pay or not and how
the references relate with payment of school fees. Right
now the students are idle because their certificates are
still being held at ransom.
The last issue pertains to teachers; I see that you want to
revive the system of School Headmasters Advisors, this
is a good system. One of the things which need to be
added is that I did not see what is called Headmasters’
Conference where headmasters met to discuss challenges
in the school system. This could really assist us because
it enlightened the headmasters about what is happening
in the schools.
You should also assess the issue of teachers; teachers
are all in one scale, others through promotion others
through progression, there is no one who is on a higher
scale than the other, it is not clear who the supervisor
is and who the supervisee is. Things that happen in the
schools are such a problem and they affect the standard
of education. I did not see anywhere mentioned when
it comes to the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP)
projects regarding building accommodation at the
schools in my area. The other Honourable Members
mentioned issues such as laboratories which are not
there. Laboratories have been turned into classrooms,
and nothing is working as it should. We request that
science courses should be taught in Science laboratories,
and proper equipment should be supplied since the
teachers are available. Thank you.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): Thank you Mr Chairman. I
would like to support the Honourable Member on the
money that she is requesting and I would like to appeal
to this House to grant her the request. We are grateful
to you especially looking at the efforts that you have
put in place and also considering the challenges that
come with your portfolio. Some of us who have had an
opportunity to experience your job know that you spend
sleepless nights. I would like to say that there is no one
who has the right to criticise you without first looking at
themselves as parents. If we can concentrate on blaming
the Minister when it comes to issues of results as the
nation we would be hypocrites, rather we should look
into how we can improve the results. The results are still
going to remain like this and this results have long been
coming, we are reaping the results of a seed we have
long planted Honourable Members.
Parents have long given up on the education of their
children and children do not belong to the BDP. Parents
seem to think that children belong to the school and I
suppose the BDP has long made people to get used to
the fact that it takes care of them, it feeds them and it

clothes them. At times when people say that the BDP
has instilled a spirit of dependency on the government
I tend to agree when it comes to education because it
now appears like we have told people that they can relax
and we will school their children. We did not mean that
parents should ignore their children’s education and that
includes the parents who are BDP Members. If anyone
can involve politics in this issue they would not be
having any intentions of dealing with this issue because
these are serious issues that will not end anytime soon
if we do not get serious. Mr Chairman, Parents have
removed themselves from the responsibility of the
education of their children. After they did that they
got involved in the Village Development Committees
(VDCs), and all those are led by either BDP or the
Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) members and
when you ask them what their wishes for developments
of their villages are they talk about roads, electricity and
clinics. It is not often where you hear someone asking
for laboratories or classrooms. That is the absolute truth
and it is the same in my area Mr Chairman. I sometimes
advise them at my constituency that they should rather
be asking for laboratories to be constructed first before
asking for tarred roads. Those are the facts Honourable
Members and we should tell the truth as it is. This House
knows that laboratories have been used as classrooms
for some time now and when that was happening we
should have rather said that we should build classrooms
first instead of clinics. Some of us here who used to be
teachers should have advocated for science laboratories
to be built and also that the existing ones should be used
for their initial intended purpose. What I am basically
saying is that we are the ones who approve the budget
and so what we could have done is to advocate for
education to be given an appropriate share. More than
six years ago the budget allocated to the Ministry of
education and skills development for maintenance
did not exceed P20 million. It is only now that we are
getting learned and I am grateful that the Ministry has
been allocated close to P1 billion. That will assist the
Ministry to build houses for teachers and to restore
laboratories to a functional state, this way students will
be able to learn in a more relaxed setting. For the past
5 years we did not realise these things and those are the
things that delayed progress when it comes to results.
People cannot therefore pretend not to notice these
problems that we are busy trying to address that bring
about these bad results. Honourable Minister, ignore
the noise made and do your job. There is no way you can
perform miracles when you found the situation the way
it is. Just get on with your work …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)...
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Yes I erred, it does not matter,
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you should correct. Even the one who is going to come
in future will still have to correct situations. I found
many incompetent teachers, the like of Honourable
Arone and Wynter, and they affected the students’
results. HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!

MR DAVIDS (MOCHUDI EAST): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I believe the education sector in
this country is facing challenges. I also believe that
even if we can release a lot of funds, it will not help the
situation.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification!

Before I continue with my debate, let me congratulate the
teachers of this country. Those great teachers who have
made this country what it is today. We should remember
those who have departed this world as we speak. I
believe for education to improve, we do not necessarily
have to build a laboratory Honourable Venson; we
should rather ensure that teachers are treated well, paid
well and be housed properly like the Ministers who stay
in houses worth P7 million. Teachers also deserve to
be paid, so Honourable Minister even if you could be
given a lot of money, you cannot make it. Even if they
give you P10 billion, I would not agree with that figure
because it would not necessarily yield desired results.
Let the current teachers be paid, let them be taken care
of; and that is when we shall see the desired results.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Withdraw your words.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: I withdraw them. There
is not Wynter, and there is no Arone, and they were
never incompetent and they have never been teachers.
Mr Chairman there is also an issue whereby when the
government says that students who did not perform well
in the Primary School Leaving Examinations (PSLE)
should repeat then parents refuse. One Member asked
why it is that students pass their PSLE and then fail at
secondary school and the answer is that parents are the
ones who refuse for their children to repeat their standard
seven if they have failed. It can no longer happen that
a child is made to repeat without the authority of the
parent. Teachers cannot take that decision without the
parent’s consent and some parents refuse. We should
talk about the issues and it is not only the issue for the
BDP alone. It is an issue that we should all deal with
as parents. We have a problem of some unions which
have turned political and I will not hide that fact. I will
say it outright and you all know that and I have proof.
I say this because even when they are at their meetings
politicians go and mix with them and that is when we
noticed the people who influence public officers whilst
they are doing their job. We saw the people who have
been messing things up for students and they are here,
the people who have been messing up the children’s
education; we saw them at Gaborone grounds, they
exposed themselves. They even said they are with other
people on this mission; they even set aside cattle and put
them in their positons. On that one I will stop there. The
Parents and Teachers Association (PTA) was not there
Mr Chairperson. We revived them. On that one we shall
request that everyone who has a child, who has relatives
who have children, or any parent in this House, those
children belong to us all. Is someone saying we should
not talk about children or is it the Sekoma issue?
I am requesting that we all rise, and support PTAs and
let the children attend school. Every parent should know
that they have a responsibility to ensure that children go
to school. The drugs which are smoked in schools; we
have a responsibility concerning that. The Honourable
Member for Gaborone Central, Honourable Phenyo
Butale should ensure that Gaborone Senior Secondary
School students are duly assisted. They should not sell
drugs. Even though he is not a police officer, he should
be a parent to them. I thank you Madam Chairperson.

30

Hansard No 182

When the teachers were on strike, the government
should have addressed them concerning our children.
Everyone who complains, the BDP (Domkrag) should
address them; the leadership of the ruling party should
address this country. They should be listened to. If you
had done that, we could have seen a significant change
in the education sector. Now it is very evident that you
do not have time to address the students in this country,
the teachers of this country; that time is not there at all.
Schools should be built for them, schools should be
maintained and refurbished; those funds should be used
for that. You cannot build a laboratory when a school is
falling apart; with no windows and doors.
Currently, when you switch on the television, you
find young children dancing some funny dances; the
BDP (Domkrag) television which you are using. You
are exploiting our children; they become models at
a tender age and their behaviour gets mutated for the
worst right then and there, but you are not observing this
thing because when children are exposed on television
dancing, their hair is usually done. When they are
supposed to be learning that time is wasted taking them
to hair salons to fix it and that is not good at all. They
weave on or plait hair which I do not know where it
comes from.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR DAVIDS: Let us avoid making children models.
Children cannot be models and at the same be expected
to study mathematics; those things do not go together.
Those who run the television should ensure that students
are taught the Setswana culture because they are not
‘black whites.’ They are Batswana and they should be
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taught their culture and stop wearing hair which we do
not know where it comes from.
Mr Chairperson, time has come for the ruling party to
build schools with these millions, and it is about time
that education becomes compulsory. For you who
mistreat students in remote areas, referring to them as
‘remote area dwellers;’ these people should not suffer
but rather be protected and it should be ensured that
education is compulsory. The time has come because
you are ruling, you have ruled for 50 years and you are
now complacent.
For us to proceed or move forward, when a child
fails they should be given an opportunity to repeat.
Honourable Minister, please let the children repeat; we
are requesting this as parents because your children go
to school in England, and there things are much better.
Children there repeat when they fail.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: (inaudible)
MR DAVIDS: My children do not go to school in
England, and they were not even born there, they were
born here. They are also going to attain their Doctorates
through learning not as an honourary…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Davids, you
are now going out of order, please just continue with
your debate.
MR DAVIDS: Ours do not dance to the Polka Dance.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR DAVIDS: Over my dead body. You will engage the
Directorate of Intelligence Service (DIS) to shoot me
dead first. Lastly, I would like to urge the Minister of
Education and Skills Development to keep in touch with
the teachers, these officers…
MR MOLATLHEGI: Point of order. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. It looks like the Honourable
Member will develop a habit of being out of order and
we should not ignore that…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR MOLATLHEGI: He is saying we should ask DIS
to shoot him.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order. He has to
withdraw first.
MR
MOLATLHEGI:
Madam
Chairperson
sometimes Honourable Members develop a habit of
being disorderly every now and then and we ought to
reprimand such Members because he cannot say DIS
will have to kill him first before we win that ward. That
is not parliamentary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes that has been
captured in the Hansard.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Oh! He was saying DIS
should kill him first?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: (Murmuring)

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Yes.

MR DAVIDS: The time has come for politics to be
taught in schools so that students would be able to
understand politics in this country; hence we would not
see situations like the one which became apparent in
Sekoma, people being bought with cows and money; just
killing their ability to think and decide for themselves.
You think you have won that constituency, you did not;
you have failed, you have killed democracy.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Oh! He is not scared of
death. That was disorderly. Is DIS meant to kill people?

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Education! Education
Honourable Member.
MR DAVIDS: I just wanted to touch on it because they
think they have triumphed over Sekoma ward but that
will never happen in your lifetime. It is for a short while,
we will come back to that one…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Do not pay attention
to what they are saying, just remain focused on your
debate.

MR DAVIDS: Why do they carry guns with them then?
You have given them with guns, why?
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Madam
Chairperson I stand to complain about the use of
this word go tshwakgoga in Parliament referring to
another Honourable Member. I think that language is
extremely unparliamentarily and in fact it is actually
derogatory, so this gentleman must withdraw that word.
I cannot address another Member with that word of go
tshwakgoga unless it is allowed then I can even use it
right now.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No I do not think
there is anything wrong with the use of the word go
tshwakgoga because it basically means to get used to
doing something.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
Hansard No 182

31

Monday 7rdMarch, 2016

ORGANISATION 0600 - EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT

MR DAVIDS: … (Laughs) … I think I have made up
my point, let me thank you.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Ralotsia!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ralotsia is given so
many opportunities to speak.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No you have spoken
before …
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (RALOTSIA): I
thank you …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: How many Speaker do
we have in Parliament?
MR NKAIGWA: Point of procedure. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Madam Chairperson, can you
help us appreciate the number of times an Honourable
is given to speak in Parliament? Some of us have only
spoken once while other Ministers that side have already
spoken more three or four times but they are still given
the floor to speak. That is very unfair. I think …
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: That is not true, sit down
because we have our records here.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR NKAIGWA: It is very unfair to us as Members, I
think we should all be treated equally. We are all here
representing our constituents and therefore we also
want to contribute to the debates of this Parliament, not
only for Ministers to be given more opportunities than
Members of Parliament, it is wrong.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No that is not true for you
to say I should not adopt Honourable Molatlhegi’s style
of ruling because we are guided by our register here…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Why are you asking me?
You have already come up with your own conclusions.
You may proceed Honourable Member.
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR RALOTSIA: They are starting with their
insecurities.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
where is it in the Constitution…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Which Constitution?
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MR MMOLOTSI: Rather in the Standing Orders,
where it says a register will be kept, because at least as
far as I know you catch the Speaker’s eye.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Do you think everything
done here should be by the books? We have to think
outside the box because sometimes you all stand and
all of you are catch the Speaker’s eye, but we have to
try and be fair, so that we are guided on who to choose.
So that does not mean we only depend on the Standing
Orders to guide us…
MR MMOLOTSI: Further point of order. Madam
Chairperson that is a bad habit because even though we
supposed to catch the Speaker’s eye, you choose to give
more chances to those on the other side of the aisle. You
have made a habit of this so much that you continue to
do it with a monotonous regularity.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes it does not matter
whether we have developed a habit or what but we shall
stick to what we have been doing.
MR RALOTSIA: Madam Chairperson, you have
stolen 14 seconds of my time and I do not agree to that.
Honourable has developed a habit of being discourteous
to the elderly…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes he has developed
that habit.
MR RALOTSIA: That habit has now got to a point
where he just speaks anyhow. I would like to start off
by…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Thank
very much Madam Chairperson. I think although I
do respect the ruling which you made earlier on this
particular Setswana word, but it all depends on how you
use it. You might use it in a more polite way and nobody
can actually raise any dust about it, but if you raise it in
a sort of undermining way, it might be wrong. I think
Madam Chairperson, to make sure that the House is in
order, let us not use this word, please!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Wait first. I have noted
that Honourable Mokgware but there is nothing wrong
with that because people are listening to all those who
use this word politely and those who do not. So you
should also bear in mind that you have been elected into
this Parliament, you did not come here on your own.
MR RALOTSIA: As I proceed Madam Chairperson,
Honourable Mokgware has developed a habit of
pointing finger at me while I am on the floor, I fail to
understand what his problem is.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Hey! Do not be rude to
me.

makes you expel all these unnecessary beliefs of
witchcraft where money gets wasted.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…

Honourable Minister, the Revised National Policy on
Education defines the infrastructure of a school amongst
other things. My question now is, do we still follow
the Revised National Policy on Education? If yes, are
we implementing its recommendations? For instance,
recommendation 14 talks about infrastructure of a
primary school. If I recall it says a primary school shall
have 22 classrooms. It also talks about the administration
blocks, laboratories and gardens. It further defines that
a class should have 40 children and as time goes on
they will be reduced to 35. By definition, a school is
full when it holds the capacity of 880 pupils but we still
have schools with more than 1 000 pupils. Are we still
following the Revised National Policy on Education? If
we are not, let us re-visit it.

MR RALOTSIA: Refrain from pointing fingers at me,
I am older than you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I said do not be rude to
me.
MR RALOTSIA: Madam Chairperson let me start
by supporting the budget proposal by the Honourable
Minister of Education and Skills Development
amounting to more than 10 billion. This is a clear sign
that we value education in our country and I am saying
she should be allocated those minimal funds, I am
saying that because they are not enough to accomplish
all, the things she wishes to do. I agree with Honourable
Davids that we need to commend teachers for the job
that they do despite the challenges they experience. It
may be shortage of classrooms, laboratories or different
equipment but they continue to work hard in their
profession.
It is true that results continue to decline though we
are told that this year the BGCSE results have shown
a slight improvement. Like Honourable Venson said,
parents who do not care much about their children’s
education, contribute to these poor results. In Botswana
schools both at primary and secondary level, we have
what is called Parent Teachers Association (PTA)
because we know that these are children. That is why
parents are invited to make a contribution of any kind in
their children’s education by appreciating the needs of
their children and those of the school.

Revised National Policy on Education has certain
deferred recommendations. By deferred, it did not
mean that they will be ignored, it meant that we will
look into them as time goes on. Do we visit these
recommendations? Revised National Policy on
Education addresses repetition. One of the things that
I remember, it says there should be a teacher trained
to teach repeating pupils. It says for a pupil to repeat,
the school or the teachers should agree that if the pupil
repeat, they will improve. Are we following these
things, if yes are we implementing them?

We should encourage our parents to commit to their
children’s education. There are things that entice
children and deter them from learning. Children are
enticed by things that they regret when it is already too
late. I am now charging everyone to encourage parents
wherever they go to arise.

I request that the Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Agriculture work together. I believe that Agriculture
has the potential to employ the people in Botswana
and maybe still incur a shortage. We can only do that if
education focuses on teaching students food production,
produce results not only academically. When I was still
in school, our textbooks were not only about literacy
but they were also about education itself. They taught
us something about our culture. Although children were
taught how to read they were also taught the history
of Kgosi Kgamane and Kgosi Khama, the invasion of
Matebele, this was history but it was also literacy.

Moving on to tertiary schools; at this stage, it is assumed
that the students have now grown into adulthood. That is
why they do not have things like PTA. The assumption
is that these people are responsible and can now make
right life decisions. Unfortunately there are still some
who pressure their peers like we heard this afternoon
from the Minister of Education that she was forced
to close some schools. In these situations, we can no
longer call for parents because these are adults. Maybe
what transpired is that these parents were not there when
these students were young to build and prepare for their
future. There is no how we can downplay the importance
of education. Education builds an individual. Education

Although teachers today believe that teaching is like any
other public profession, I do not agree with them. I am a
teacher by profession. In my view, teaching is a totally
different profession from all other jobs. For instance,
as a teacher when other people knock off at 4:30 p.m.
you are forced to prepare for tomorrow; mark and
prepare teaching aids. I do not think it is the case with
a veterinary surgeon who has to attend to cattle as and
when they come. As a former member of the Botswana
Teachers Union, all I am saying is, as teachers we need
to think about these things so that when we address
issues affecting us we are sure and are well informed
about them. I thank you.
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MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): Thank you
Madam Chair. Let me take this opportunity to support
the Minister of Education on her proposed budget.
Minister, you have given us a thorough presentation on
how these funds are going to be used. Like other speakers
have already mentioned that there are plans which were
previously made such as the Revised National Policy on
Education and Education and Training Sector Strategic
Plan (ETSSP), these programmes give us direction of
how we can craft education in our country. Minister, let
me also thank you for the rollout of ETSSP to which will
train children at an early stage. Honourable minister, as
this is your 2015/2020 strategy, my request is that, by
year 2020, this programme should be rolled out to most
of our primary schools. I would want to thank you for
stating that you have a plan to do in-service training of
school heads and senior management. That is true, out
training institutions are there for training and to guide
teachers. These institutions need to be capacitated
Honourable Minister and be provided with resources
so that they execute their mandate well. Let me cite an
example from my constituency; the Education Centre in
Mahalapye East has for the past year managed to carry
out one training programme for teachers, but it is not
what they had planned, they had a challenge of lack
of resources which prevented them to from executing
their mandate. They have one classroom which makes it
difficult to plan their programmes adequately. The other
thing is that, the deputy education officer was using an
office meant to be a library. If these things could be
addressed then they could do a better job.
The Inspectorate Unit for the education centre does not
have offices and they have since requested for an office
at the Mahalapye Rural Development Centre (RAC) but
it is very far as they are not in one area.
Transport Honourable Minister; like I have said that in
my constituency, they have one motor car and if it is an
education centre responsible for the entire region then it
is going to be a bit difficult to reach out to the areas such
as Mokgenene and Poloka as they are very sandy areas. I
applaud you Honourable Minister for having stated that,
there are plans underway to address the challenges the
ministry is facing nationwide. The fact that teachers are
to come up with targets and performance agreements;
this is an important initiative. There are those teachers
who are there in the profession and they do not do
their work efficiently and their conduct is unacceptable
which gives the Principal Education Officers a hard
time.If these could be addressed, then it could improve
the results in our constituencies.
I would like to also thank the Minister for stating that
there will be an arrangement of introducing headmaster
advisors. These headmaster advisors will assist the school
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heads to to deal with the management of the school. It
is not like some of the schools are underperforming, the
teachers would be making efforts to ensure that students
perform but the school management would fail them. I
therefore support that initiative to introduce Education
advisors in schools. While at that, in the teaching sector,
your Ministry has trained a lot of teachers and you
have excess of primary school teachers, engage them
and absorb them in your system as teacher aids so that
when one teacher is doing the curriculum then the other
will be doing remedial classes, sports as well as marking
books for those students. I have had a chance to meet
with some of the schools in my area and I discovered
that, there were some primary schools which did not
complete the syllabus and therefore this is a concern for
students to write their exams without having completed
the syllabus.
I concur with the Members who have debated earlier
on that students should be made to repeat, Honourable
Minister, as this is the case in the Policy that students
should repeat, it would help parents to take their
children’s education seriously. If I am told that my child
is going to repeat, I should be compelled to find out
what has really happened to my child for them to repeat.
I want that programme to start and I had thought that
you will brief this House on how far you are since the
beginning of the year. This is one way of making parents
aware and engage them in their children’s education
and avoid having to leave the children to teachers
only. Honourable Minister, it has become evident that
our students are not of the right calibre, especially at
junior school level. You will find a form one or form two
student being a rascal who does not even attend school.
In our constituency, we have cases where students have
turned into gangsters and we do not wish for these to
continue as they are an eyesore to the community.
Honourable Minister, you have said that you have
planned to review the syllabus for the primary school
level. Let this not be at primary school only, let it be
done for junior schools as well. Our children will still
be struggling to catch up with the syllabus at junior
school, they are doing just a lot of subjects, let the
syllabus be unpacked, find those subjects which could
be deemed as core and which a student can take and still
do at secondary school level. The other one Honourable
Minister is that one relating to teacher- student ratio.
How can one teacher teach a class of 48/54 students?
How do they assist all the students at a go? This has
to be looked into as well. The learning resources are
equally important. If we are still having students share
textbooks in one classroom, then there is no how
students are going to pass, let us provide for teaching
aids. There should be a department which will ensure
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the availability of textbooks in all schools across all
subjects. Most of the schools start on a note of no or
limited text books. While at that, I would like to request
that teachers should be excused from book management
as it takes their time. The ministry should find people
who can manage and distribute books. In most cases in
junior schools teachers who are supposed to be teaching
are engaged in book management and distribution and
the time they take to write letters to parents of students
who have lost book is just too much. Lastly Honourable
Minister, let your ministry engage the teacher trade
unions and consult with them and agree on common
grounds so that at the end of the day teachers understand
that they are doing a national duty and therefore have
to do it diligently. Teacher welfare should be looked
into as well, as schools will be built, let accommodation
facilities be included as well. Let me also remind that
with time Honourable Minister, you should assess the
overtime Minister. Do away with teachers’ overtime.
Thank you Madam Chair.
MR KHAN (MOLEPOLOLE NORTH): I thank you
Madam Chair. I know it is difficult for you to identify
who to call up next. I think this time I stood up faster
than all of them. Honourable Minister, you have a very
difficult Ministry to run. The Ministry of Education
is a very critical one for our nation. The future of this
country is dependent upon how this Ministry is run. I
know you have a lot of challenges; in politics they call
this the exit Ministry. They call it the exit Ministry
because it is the most difficult Ministry to handle under
the circumstances.
I want to appreciate the efforts you are making because
when I go through your speech, I realise you have
identified and acknowledged that we do have a serious
problem in the Education Sector and that certain reforms
have to be introduced in order to try and fix the situation
for us to get better results. If you take the amount of
money that we have been spending in education since
2007 to 2013, the research that I have done, we had
increased from P7 billion to almost P11 billion in
2013. The results in Standard 7, Junior Certificate (JC),
Form 5 and Tertiary Education have been declining
ever since 2007 and we have come to a critical low
where if not turned around now, we are going to face
a disaster situation. I am actually very concerned that
the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) Government
has reacted rather very late. I think we were in denial
before that we do have a crisis in the Education Sector
and we blamed it on a number of factors. Particularly
we have this one where we blamed politics, particularly
Opposition politics, where we find them to be the
scapegoat in the whole thing. I do not think that it is
justified; I think we should look at it from a different

angle. Let us change our mind-set and look at it. I am
not saying you Minister, with due respect to you, but we
have to change our attitudes, all of us. As politicians we
have a critical and important role to play, to bring about
a change in the Education Sector. My suggestion is that
we should all address it.
As the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
Government, I promise you, this issue would be put
aside and make it a non-political issue, like we did
with HIV/AIDS. In 1999 we declared under Mr Festus
Mogae, the third President of our country, who declared
“Ntwa e bolotse” on the HIV/AIDS crisis. I think you
should look at it from that angle Honourable Minister.
Declare it a crisis, you have already acknowledged the
situation that we have, call all of us together for a twoday workshop as legislators so that we can have a kind
of a brainstorming session where we can all share in how
we can bring about some kind of order and sanity and
how to bring about better results. You will be credited
for that ultimately because the buck stops with you. If
we do not have results from our Education Sector, you
are the one we are all going to point a finger at. Believe
me; you do have a very mammoth task to bring about
this.
I speak about education with a great passion because
for our people like for instance, I call them my people
in Molepolole, it was hard sore. For the first time when
I went there Honourable Minister, you should know,
when I got the results; 2013, 2014 results for Kgari
Sechele, to just give you an example, we came out 28th
out of 32 senior secondary schools, twice in a row, 2013,
2014, before I became a Member of Parliament. I then
engaged with Honourable Dr Mmatli, we went to meet
the management of the school. The reaction we got from
the management of Kgari Sechele Senior Secondary
School was that it is the first time they got a Member
of Parliament coming to meet with them, meaning that
the previous MPs were not even consulting with the
management of the schools in order to try and improve
the education results in our schools. So when we met
with them, they told us their challenges, we tried to
address some of them, some through your Ministry,
some through the regional sectors and also individually
through the private sector. What we achieved now, when
you look at the results, now we came out position 18
out of 32 senior secondary schools. So we are doing
something right.
I am encouraging all Members of Parliament that have
not yet gone to the schools that they should go and talk
to the management of their schools. Try and help the
process, so that we can achieve this objective of a better
education for our children, for better results. We need
it; our country is going down quite fast. We are going
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to have leaders that do not have the qualifications to run
this country. We are going to be outrun by Zimbabwe in
the Education Sector as it is. In terms of the economy,
talk to the big boys in the business community and
they will tell you, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique,
Zambia and Rwanda are outdoing Botswana, and they
are investing billions of monies in those countries. Why
are they investing billions of Dollars in those countries?
It is because those countries have better response to the
objective and that is money making, and they are creating
employment in those countries. We are behind in this
country but we should be number one because we had
our democracy before many others around the Southern
African Region. We should be proud of ourselves and
we should benchmark with the countries that are around
us. I am talking to all of us, to both sides of the aisle. I
am not talking about parties and politics in education, I
want us to work together towards a common purpose of
achieving the objective and I am not looking at the BDP.
I am not happy with the BDP reacting so late anyway,
that I must make as my point.
I have no time Madam Chairperson, but my constituency
is suffering, I need your help. I really have to speak
about this, otherwise Bakwena are going to say I did
not speak about my area. Minister, Kgari Sechele is an
old senior secondary school; there is still no housing
for teachers. You are sitting next to my Honourable
Minister of Lands who is also responsible for Housing,
please speak to him. You know that teachers from Kgari
Sechele are staying in Tlokweng, they have to travel by
bus from Tlokweng. It is a pathetic state of affairs. I
am sure if we can meet and look at the Public Private
Partnerships (PPPs) issue, we can work out something
for Kgari Sechele teachers.
The other thing is maintenance, it is far behind. We
have not maintained Kgari Sechele for three to four
years. So please look into that. The other thing is that
the other schools we have, like the primary schools,
even though we improved a bit, we are still lacking.
We have an average of 50 students per classroom, the
teachers cannot teach 50 students, and it is a pathetic
state of affairs. So under the ESP, I have seen you have
mentioned the number of…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR KHAN: I have to ask for ESP because you say it is
there. So I have to say, use it. If you say it is there, use it,
get the classrooms built for my people. We cannot have
50 children in one classroom, I am sure you agree with
that Honourable Minister.
We have an issue in your Ministry that you should be
looking at. You should be looking at how the money
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is being spent. I will give you an example, where we
should all work together, is about the meat we buy
from butcheries for P32 probably for a kilogramme
more or less. But when they buy, you must realise the
private sector wants to make profit and somehow the
others charge P60 per kilogramme instead of P32. So
sometimes even computers or whatever is bought, the
price for the Government is quadrupled. Believe me; it
is happening all the time; why? Look into these matters
as well because you are wasting money on unnecessary
things.
We have no photocopiers in our primary schools. Our
dilapidated Moruakgomo Junior Secondary School is in
a really bad state. We should look into integrated schools
in Kweneng area. Remember that in Ga-Mmangwato
we have nine senior secondary schools and for so many
years in Kweneng we only had one. Only now we have
Kgari Sechele Senior Secondary School, Mogoditshane
and Takatokwane is in the pipeline.
Look at the number of students in the classrooms in
Kgari Sechele Senior Secondary School; they are too
many. We will do our best. I will talk to you again on
other issues as well privately, but continue doing the
best you can for this country. Thank you very much.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
Mr Chairman. I would like to express gratitude for
the budget that has been allocated to the Ministry of
Education. It is very important that together we improve
education in our country.
I would also like to commend the Honourable Minister
for the programme of Education and Training Sector
Strategic Plan (ETSSP) that,she saw it fit to improve
our education from where it is at the moment. This
programme will be running for five years and we should
keep an eye on it to monitor if it is bearing fruit and
based on the results we could extend it further. That is
why I am grateful for these funds because they are going
to assist with this programme thus improving education.
We have a Setswana saying that ‘education is an
inheritance that no one can take away from you’.
Children need to be educated from a very tender age
because learning is much easier for them then. We also
need to close the gap between the English and Setswana
Medium schools and I am hoping that the programme I
just talked about will be able to achieve this.
I am also grateful that there is an increment in the funds
that have been allocated to this Ministry. This shows
that we are learning from our past, we also need to once
in a while assess the programmes that we have come up
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with to improve our education and see where we can
improve them to better our education system.
I also want to appreciate the fact that, this programme
has also budgeted for the teacher to make sure that he
is also trained. I am thankful that by providing internet
you are going to reduce traffic in our roads as the teacher
will have to concentrate on teaching only. They will not
have an excuse to come to Gaborone, as they will access
internet in the computers and communicate with the
headquarters if they need something.
Still there Madam Chairperson, I want to caution you
that, we have a huge number of teachers who have
acted for a long time. This is one factor that might affect
the results of our students as they might end up being
demotivated by all this. The fact of the matter is that,
they are not only interested in teaching. There is need
for them to improve their lives.
I know Minister that I have talked at length with your
ministry about the teachers who have acted for five
years. We therefore have to look into these things so
that we do not find ourselves in a situation whereby our
students fail because the teachers are disgruntled.
The other thing that I want to do is to thank the
businessmen and other people who are continuing to
assist the Ministry of Education and Skills Development
with the Adopt-A-School programmes. We have to thank
these people Honourable Members because sometimes
you will find that in the schools there are no printing
papers for setting the examinations. How do we then
expect the teachers to produce good results in such
situations? Those of us who have not yet started helping
out, we should take responsibility and follow suit.
The other thing that I want to talk about Madam
Chairperson is the schools in my constituency. We have
long wanted a Unified Secondary School in Thamaga.
We were promised that Sekgele School will be extended.
Minister Thamaga constituency has really grown. The
school is no longer admitting the students who are from
Thamaga only; they also admit students from Maj.
Gen. Mokgware’s constituency, Kumakwane, Gakgatla
and some from Moshupa. I therefore suggest that we
consider this issue.
We have long requested for a Vocational Training Centre
and already we have identified a suitable plot.
Still talking about Unified Secondary School,
Honourable Members be reminded that my constituency
is causing a lot of havoc nowadays. The youth are out of
hand, just this Friday the President of this country was in
Thamaga for a meeting where he advised the youth that
they should be focused on their future. I am therefore

thinking that if there was a school in Thamaga, their
parents were going to be able to control them as they
will be living with them. That is one factor that could
help us. As the time left is little Madam Chairperson, let
me leave a few minutes for my colleagues. Thank you.
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Madam Chairperson
for giving me this opportunity. Let me first start by
thanking the Minister of Education, her Assistants and
their officers. They did a splendid job in presenting their
budget which we support and believe is insufficient. We
are all aware of the challenges they face and how they
will tackle them. Let me take this opportunity to thank
Member of Parliament Honourable Khan for having
talked like a parent, this is the kind of politics we want
now not the olden politics where one would oppose
just about anything because he/she is in the opposition
so, thank you Honourable Member. My colleagues
highlighted numerous things we need, we are all aware
of congestion at the schools; we need more classrooms
and so on.
I want to stand to talk about the issue that, as parents
in this House as Honourable Members we should stop
using this issue of poor results when debating education
to gain political mileage. We should take this as our
responsibility as parents and see what we as legislators
in this House can do rather than to campaign. We can
come up with better laws and initiatives which can
improve the quality of our education in this country.
There are so many things we can discuss without shifting
the blame, that is not our mandate; our mandate is to
improve people’s lives. We can start at primary school
level and offer suggestions to Honourable Dow so that
she improves certain areas which are lagging behind.
There is absolutely no one in the House today who is
not aware that our economy is challenged. Right now
we know that the stock market prices went down not
because the Botswana Democratic Party is the ruling
party but because of the global recession. We always say
we live in a global village it means we do not understand
what that means, we think that we live in a small village
just by Parliament, what we mean is that, what affects
the economy of America, China or Germany also affects
Botswana.
So, as the Honourable Members, parents and legislators
in this House, we should come up with initiatives and
start telling our children the truth. Madam Chairperson
right now as the Minister responsible for the youth I
should take it upon myself to work with Honourable
Dow so that, when the youth graduate, we would be
able to know where to place them. That is the reason
I want to encourage her to follow the institutions
especially the private ones to ensure that they have the
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proper resources to be able produce graduates so that,
if a student graduate from a private institution with a
Degree then he/she should have met all the necessary
requirements.

Tonota to attend Junior Community and Primary school;
. During the rainy season as it has rained at the North,
they are unable to cross the rivers, they are suffering
because they are supposed to travel long distances.

Honourable Members we should be aware that, when
the youth graduate they join the society to start their
lives. So, if we start encouraging students rather than
give them proper advice, they know that according
to the law of Botswana, if they are unhappy at their
institutions they can carry out lawful demonstrations.
If they now start vandalising the institutions, fighting
fellow students they are breaking the law. Such students
can be arrested by the Police who could take steep
measures against them and even take their finger prints.
If finger prints have been taken you should know that
their future has been compromised. In future when they
want to open a business such as a security company,
the requirement from Honourable Kgathi’s Ministry
would be to submit finger prints at the Police and if
it is discovered that they have a criminal case, that
can disqualify them from opening the company. From
my Ministry I can give you the funds to open a security
company and then talk to Honourable Slumber to
award the youth tenders to provide security services to
Government offices.

As an understanding person with a clear objective to
rebuke, I conclude thus Madam Chairperson.

So this is not the time as leaders to be political in this
Parliament because the youth are somehow confused.
It is time to offer them the right advice on how to
protect their interests and improve their lives. We all
agree that there is congestion at the schools and we
know that this instigates poor results. We are aware that
currently a teacher to a student ratio is 1:40, that is a
huge challenge because we know that in a classroom
students are different academically. It does not give the
teacher a chance to offer the slow learners the chance to
reach the academic level of other students because they
are just too many. Honourable Minister, these are the
challenges I think you have to address; you can consider
building new schools and increase classrooms at the
schools because there is shortage of land to build new
ones. There is still a chance to increase the classrooms
so that students can pass.
I have seen that from the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) you are going to increase the classrooms at
primary schools in partnership with Honourable Slumber
Tsogwane, right now I am facing a challenge at Tonota,
I have a school like Shashemooke which is congested.
I have Tonota Junior Community which is congested;
you will find 42 students in a classroom. As you assess
your programme consider increasing the classrooms to
improve our students. You should also consider that there
are students who travel long distances; I have students
from Mandunyane-Semotswane travelling to the greater
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MR NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
Thank you Madam Chairperson. Let me take this short
time to thank the Minister to have…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moipisi,
always check the quorum before you leave, I did not
check it. Okay it is fine.
MR NTLHAILE: Madam Chairperson let me
thank you for this opportunity. Let me also thank my
constituents of Jwaneng-Mabutsane-Sekoma for taking
part in the elections. They made a decision despite all
the challenges pertaining to the elections, however let
me thank them.
Let me proceed with the Minister of Education’s
presentation and say Minister you have a huge
responsibility of offering the youth of Botswana
education. That is the foundation of their life and their
future. Let me indicate that this ministry needs to be
serious, it can be allotted funds but if the Ministry does
not lay the right foundation to ensure that, the courses
offered to students are of high quality and can enable
them to compete with students from the international
arena, who possess relevant qualifications then, this
Ministry will not be able to achieve anything if there
is no proper plan. Honourable Minister I should inform
you that the Jwaneng-Mabutsane constituency is one
of those that are lagging behind when it comes to
education. We are currently talking about four junior
secondary schools and there is no senior secondary in
the constituency. We appeal to you that, you should
look at your budget and set aside some funds especially
when it comes to departments within your Ministry that
do not require a large budget.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE): You
time is up Honourable Member, you spoke for a minute
but what can we say. Honourable Minister you can
respond.
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (DR DOW): Thank you very much
Madam Chairperson. Let me take this opportunity to
thank each and every Member who has contributed
to this debate. Either by actually voicing an opinion
or contributing to the debate or listening, because
participation is also in terms of sitting in this House and
listening to others ,because we cannot all get a chance
to speak.
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Let me start also by saying a question recurred that was
related to the relevance today of the Revised National
Policy on education, I want to say that, that policy is as
relevant today as it was when it was first adopted. So
the question that we catch in this House is whether or
not the Ministry of Education and Skills Development
is following this policy or it still stands by this policy?
I want to say categorically yes, we are standing by this
policy. When we depart from the policy, for example
when we have congested classrooms, it is not because
we do not believe that the guidelines set in that policy
are not the right guidelines, it is just because every child
must be in school and sometimes it is not possible to
follow the policy to the latter. It is still relevant, it is
useful, and it remains the blue print of the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development today.
If one looks at Educational and Training Strategic
Sector Plan (ETSSP) which again was a thread that was
carried, or that went through many of the presentations
or the debate, you will note that if we look at the main
strategic goals and improving the quality and relevance
of education, that has an outcome in Revised National
Plan on Education (RNPE). If you look at one of
our goals or strategic objective, which is improving
equitable access, once again you will find that in
RNPE. Improving learning outcomes; focus on lifelong
learning, strengthening skills development, developing
new and alternative pathways of education, improving
management of education, developing a responsive
tertiary education system, improving planning and
budgeting of the sector and lastly utilization and
integration of ICT. You will note that either indirectly
or directly you find that RNPE remains the anchor
document that informs our strategy today. I want to be
very categorical about that.
The other issue that was actually echoed by various
members, particularly Honourable Batshu, Honourable
Khan and Honourable Makgalemele is the importance
of stakeholder participation in education and importance
of leaders in actually playing their role in their respect.
I congratulate these three members, I am sure they are
more as well, who were saying I personally took an
added interest in education in my own area and I did
this and that. I think it is correct when leaders take an
interest in education, when leaders show up then actually
results do change. I acknowledge the contribution of
Honourable Makgalemele when he talked about the
Shoshong Study Group. I would like to say that groups
like these and many others are valuable partners and
also we must find a way to support them and make sure
that they do their job adequately in supporting Ministry
of Education and Skills Development as true partners.
So I want to thank those three members and many others
who spoke around this issue.

There was an issue of curriculum; the issue here was
please review the curriculum, not just at basic education
level but beyond. Curriculum review is a major part of
what we are doing at the moment and I will be coming to
this House sometimes this year to actually report on how
we are looking at the primary education curriculum. For
a very simple reason, research have shown that we are
over testing at that level, it has shown that the curriculum
is too heavy for kids of that age and therefore it must be
reduced. We are coming with a plan to say, what are the
four key subjects that must be tested for at Standard 7?
At the end of primary education a child should be able
to read very adequately. They must be able to write, do
basic mathematics and Science, but they do not need to
know other complicated things. They need to know how
to get information when they are asked for, so that when
they go to Form 1 they actually have these skills. So we
are trying to relook at their curriculum and reload some
of the hours to make sure that there are more hours in
certain subjects and lessons. I will come back to this
House also to appraise the House on that going forward.
That is very important.
There are also many Members who advised the Ministry
and also many Members were looking at their own areas
and trying to indicate to us where the short comings are
from. I have my staff here, I am sure they were taking
very copious notes regarding those contributions. I want
to also say, this I speak to Honourable Bathobakae,
Honourable Mabeo and every Member of Parliament
who is actually located around the greater Gaborone,
Molepolole and around the bigger cities. I would like
to say, we are aware of the expansion of population in
these communities and the extent to which we need to
decongest existing schools as well, either by building
classrooms or building additional schools. We are very
much aware, it is a task that engages us all the time, to
say where should the next primary school be and why?
What does the population census tell us about the growth
notes of the country? Therefore to make sure that we
do not in five years’ time need schools for example in
Tlokweng or Molepolole. We are looking at this very
carefully and say why should we have unified schools?
Because we are looking at the population growth. So
we are really looking at that. I do have to say thank you
very much, I have to offer my gratitude to the advice
and the guidance that I am getting from this House.
I note the invitation to go to Mothamo School and I
take that very seriously, but I will say what I always
say whenever an invitation is extended, to say we have
1447 institutions of learning owned by the Government
in this country and therefore it is impossible for me to
go to each and every school. What we try to do is we
try to sample schools, so when somebody sees me in
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D’kar they say why did they not come to my school?
When they see me maybe at Camp school in Gaborone,
they say why did they not come to my school, but at the
end of the day we are saying it is impossible to actually
visit each and every institution that we have, because
we have 755 Primary Schools, 207 Junior Secondary
Schools, 32 Senior Schools, 37 Brigades, 8 Technical
Colleges and 5 Colleges Of Education. You can see
that I have not even talked about the Universities, the
many parastatal that fall under our ministry and private
schools which must also be visited to make sure that
they deliver that which we expect them to. So I note
the invitation and I take it very seriously Honourable
Batshu. There is also the question of ECE and its
importance and I want to re-emphasise this because
often people say, ‘why do private schools do so well and
public schools do so badly at primary schools?’ There
are many reasons which I have articulated. One other
reason is that, a standard one teacher in a private school
is teaching a pupil who has been in school for 2 years at
least, because they would have started school at 3 or 4
years, by the time they go to primary school they were
3 years ahead of the public school pupil. That is why
early education is so important. That is why pre-school
is so important. You should at least give them a fighting
chance against those who go to private schools because
I think that is a very important difference that we often
do not see. I say that is why we have reached our target
for 2016 and actually passed the target because we feel
so strongly that if we start them early you have a fighting
chance. I thank everybody who says, ‘please make sure
you roll out ECE,’ because we do believe in that as well.
Parental involvement; again this cannot be overemphasised, many people spoke about this.
Brigades or technical colleges; there is a major program
going into the brigades to relook at the brigades and
rationalise them. Actually in my Ministry I say that if
you use the word brigade, you get fined P10.00 because
going forward I am saying we need to think about
these as technical colleges, offering different levels of
technical education. We have to put more resources
for purposes of better resources, revitalise them, more
trained lecturers and because we do believe that in
future if you are looking for a plumber, electrician or
a welder that person should be a Motswana. One of the
reasons why we are not getting that is because we need
to revitalise this education sector to make sure that it
delivers the kind of people that you can hire. So it is a
very important part of our going forward.
I know that when I was presenting, I did not get a chance
to speak about the aspect that Honourable Gaolathe had
enquired about earlier, basically to say that vocational
training education is going to be getting P6.4 million
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just in terms of maintenance of brigades going forward.
It is not just that, we are also relooking at all of them,
clustering them and really making sure that they offer
what we believe is relevant either to that community
and also in terms of what can actually benefit students
or trainees or the people who have actually …
(interruption)… So we believe that this is very, very
important.
Accommodation of teachers; once again I want to
say that I hear you; it is an issue that is very close to
our hearts. We know for example that when we look
at our plans right now, we are looking at expansion
of classrooms and this year alone we plan to deliver
extra 184 classrooms across the country. We hope to
deliver and we plan to deliver in terms of our plan 117
science laboratories, 328 staff houses and to maintain 21
schools. When we decide which to maintain, it is a very,
very tough situation in a way that there are some we
call hotspots that we have neglected for so long that we
cannot but put money into. The decision is often made
by technocrats, people who do this every day. They
do not necessarily look at constituencies but they say
this school has not been maintained for so many years
and they decide where to go so, if you find that you are
among the ones that are going to be maintained we are
happy for you but sometimes you just have to wait one
more year because another school is even poorer than
you actually are. I think that is very important.
Let me talk about something very important because it
comes up all the time; failure by parents to pay school fees
and the consequences. Honourable Member Kwerepe
asked saying; ‘what is the relationship between failing
to pay school fees by the parent and the reference?’ we
have said this repeatedly to say, there should be no link.
What we know is that sometimes when parents can
afford to pay schools fees but they do not want to, they
send the child alone and often the Head teacher will say,
‘I want your parent, I just want an explanation or an
assessment as to whether they can pay.’ We are saying
that failure to pay should never be a hurdle for the child
to get their reference for going to the next stage. We say
this all the time to Head teachers, ‘please give the kids
their references and their certificates.’ Sometimes they
try to put pressure a little bit but otherwise there should
not be any linkage. We promise you that.
Of the 13 people who contributed, Honourable
Davids is the only one who really did not have helpful
contributions. His contributions had nothing to do with
my Ministry at all and he said I should not get the money.
I am sure people of Mochudi East will be very, very
upset to hear that and so I do not believe he seriously
meant it. So, I would speak for him to the people of
Mochudi East to say, your Honourable Member did
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not mean it, he cannot possibly mean that I should not
get the money that I need so that I can support all the
schools in this country including those in Mochudi East.
I think more or less, I have covered many of the issues,
like I said many of them were really just advice. I
appreciate the pieces of advice. I will take them, look
at them and see what we can do in terms of moving
forward.
Unions; somebody spoke of unions and said please
engage unions, we are engaging unions ladies and
gentlemen of this House. I am very proud to say of
course there will always be disagreements, it is the
nature of our relationship and there is nothing wrong
with that. They will always make demands and we have
to respond to those demands but in terms of engagement
and a healthy relationship, I believe we do have a healthy
relationship with unions at this moment and I am happy
that and we are going to continue do that.
One last thing is text books. I want to say that for the
first time this past year, we used all our money for text
books and we were actually able to deliver textbooks
according to our budget. They may not have been
enough because the budget is never enough but in terms
of actually not purchasing on time, that was not the
case in 2015, by January this year we had bought all the
books that we were supposed to buy on the budget that
we had. I am happy that we delivered on time. We are
proud of that at the Ministry.
Finally Madam Chairperson, I want to move that the
sum of Ten Billion, Six Hundred and Thirty Six Million,
Three Hundred and Twenty Eight Thousand, Five
Hundred and Twenty Pula (P10, 636,328,520) under
the Recurrent Budget for Head 0600 be approved and
stand part of the Schedule of Appropriation (2016/2017)
Bill, 2016 (No. 1 of 2016); and that the sum of One
Billion, Eighty Nine Million, Three Hundred and
Seven Thousand, Six Hundred and Fourteen Pula (P1,
089,307,614) for Head 0600 in the Development Fund
Estimates be approved and stand part of the estimates. I
so move Madam Chairperson. Thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Chairperson I move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Tuesday 8th March, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.

WRITTEN ANSWER TO QUESTION NO: 349

WRITTEN ANSWER TO QUESTION
NO: 349
Madam Speaker, Minerals continue to contribute
substantially to the country’s economy with an
average of 24% contribution to GDP during 2015/16.
Diamonds contributed about 99% to minerals revenue
to Government. The depressed commodity prices have
adversely affected the minerals sector and the mineral
revenue to Government.
(i) The volatile commodity market has impacted
negatively on the current employment levels and
Government commitment to employment creation
in the mining industry. This has resulted in job
losses from retrenchments due to closures and
staff reductions at operations.
(ii) Taking cognizance of the mineral revenue
contribution to Botswana economy, the level
of expenditure on projects in the National
Development Plan will be constrained due to a
fall in mineral revenue to government and this
will lead to the deferral of some projects. Further
details on the impact of reduced revenues to
government can be sought from the Ministry of
Finance and Development Planning.
(iii) Mineral revenues from the sale of diamonds in
particular are the main foreign exchange earner
for Botswana and are a significant contributor to
our national reserves. The reduction in mineral
revenues has thus had an adverse impact on our
national reserves. The Ministry of Finance and
Development Planning is better planning to give
information on the situation regarding our national
reserves as the line Ministry responsible for the
matter.
(iv) Madam Speaker, the world metal prices are at a 6
year low and very few marginal mines can survive
this trend. This level of prices has impacted on
most metal producers such as African Copper
near Dukwi who are currently under provisional
liquidation. African Copper had two operations at
Mowana near Dukwi and Thakadu near Matsitama.
Discovery Copper Botswana was liquidated in February
2015 and there were operating at Boseto Mine near
Toteng. Debswana’s Damtshaa Mine near Letlhakane
has been placed under care and maintenance following
a slowdown in the diamond market during 2015.
Firestone’s BK 11 operation near Letlhakane and Lerala
Diamond Mine have been under care and maintenance
since 2012 as a result of the suppressed diamond
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markets.
Should the current situation persist for an extended period
the base metal mines in particular will be at risk. Other
subsectors will also face risks which might necessitate
forms of restructuring such as staff reductions.
v. African Copper Botswana employed 543 people
while Discovery Copper Botswana employed 538
people before closure. In Damtshaa Mine there are
no job losses, people were redeployed to other section
within Orapa and Letlhakane Mines. In my Committee
of Supply presentation to this House, I made mention
of the job losses in the Diamond Cutting and Polishing
Industry.
Beyond the job losses, the current situation has also
constrained mineral exploration expenditure and
activities on the ground. Thus, compromising the ability
to make new mineral findings.
vi. Madam Speaker, as a Ministry we direct our efforts
toward avoiding or minimising job losses in an adverse
economic situation such as the current one. It is for
this reason that My Ministry and that of Finance and
Development Planning are tirelessly working on
assisting BCL Limited and Tati Nickel Mining Company
to overcome challenges they are facing. Where job
losses are inevitable other stakeholder Ministries
become the focal points of government interventions.
For example, the Ministry of Labours and Home Affairs
oversees the payments of employee terminal benefits
upon separation and other Ministries administers a
variety of Government benefit schemes from which the
laid off employees could potentially benefit from.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
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