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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Good
afternoon Honourable Members. I have an
announcement; I believe you all have it on your tables.
It is an invitation for a General Assembly tomorrow at
10 a.m. at the Parliament Annex 2 Auditorium. You are
all requested to attend to discuss the agenda for the
General Assembly.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
CONSTRUCTION OF VEHICLE BARRIERS AT
GABORONE FIRE OFFICES RAIL CROSSING
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Transport and Communications:i) if there are any plans to construct vehicle barriers
at the Gaborone Fire offices rail crossing;
ii) how many accidents have been reported at this rail
crossing; and
iii) how many fatalities were reported to date.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
very much and good afternoon Mr Speaker. Just before
I give the answer to my question, I would like to seek
guidance whether this is not the same question that was
answered last year 14th July 2015? Because it looks like
it is the same question Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: You can answer it again, it was a
different session.
MR MABEO: Thank you very much Mr Speaker for
your guidance. It was apparently asked by the same
Member of Parliament Honourable Nkaigwa.
There are no plans to construct vehicle barriers at the
Gaborone Fire offices rail crossing due to financial
constraints. Part two of the question, a total of 21
accidents has been reported at this rail crossing between
2006 and 2016. And the last part of the question, 7 of
these accidents were fatal. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want to
appreciate Honourable Minister how much it will cost
Government to construct this vehicle barrier crossing,
looking at the lives that have been lost at the area.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR MABEO: Thank you very much Mr Speaker even
though it is a new question. It will cost between P3
million and P4 million to come up with that automated
boom. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Looking at the lives
of people, is P3 million to P4 million anything that we
can say there are no funds to protect people who continue
to lose their lives at the rail crossing? Is it an amount
that we can come here in Parliament and complain of
financial constraints?
MR MABEO: Thank you very much Mr Speaker and
thank you Member of Parliament. I do agree with you,
we cannot equate the lives of the people to money. I
would like to caution you to say that is not the only
junction that we are looking at. We have other junctions
or crossings like some in the Lobatse area, Ramatlabama
area. So in aggregate you can see that we are talking of
lots of money, even P3 million really it is a lot of money,
Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Member, I said that
was the last one.
CARRYING OF TRIBAL NAMES AND LOGOS
THAT DEPICT TOTEMS BY CERTAIN MAIN
LAND BOARDS
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Lands and Housing if he is aware that
certain Main Land Boards carry tribal names and logos
that depict the totem of those tribes;
if so:i) who owns Land Boards, is it Government or these
tribes;
ii) are Government officials working in those Land
Boards seconded to those tribes by the Ministry;
iii) why tribal names and logos are still carried within
the Ministry of Lands and Housing in Botswana
today;
iv) which Land Boards carry these names and logos;
v) whether this system does not encourage tribalism;
and
vi) when this system will be abolished.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): I am aware that some Main Land Boards
carries names and logos that depict the totem of those
tribes.
Tribal Land Act established Land Boards as cooperative
bodies under the Ministry responsible for lands.
Although these institutions are vested with authority to
manage tribal land they are essentially public institutions
and therefore they are owned by Government.
Hansard No 182
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All officers working at Land Boards are public officers
employed under the provision of the Public Service
Act of 2008. They are not seconded to the tribes rather
they have been deployed to the Land Boards and are
governed by the conditions of service applicable under
the Act referred to above.
During the Pre-Land Board Era, the management and
Administration of tribal Land was arranged along tribal
territory boundaries. Each Kgosi was responsible for
allocating land under his jurisdiction to members of
his tribes. Following the promulgation of Tribal Land
Act, tribal land was vested in the Land Boards along the
tribal territories boundaries. The Land Board therefore
conforms with features of the tribes they were serving.
The existence of tribal names in respect of land Boards
has never acted as an impediment for land allocation in
this country. It is our considered view but the logos of
Land Boards are part of the country’s historical heritage.
Their existence does not in any way affect the behavioral
patterns and or actions of land Boards when it comes to
performance of their functions. They are innocuous in
other words. They only indicate the areas of operation.
The Land Boards that carry names with tribal names and
totem include Tlokweng, Ngwato, Tawana, Ngwaketse,
Kweneng, Kgatleng, Rolong and Malete. The system
of existence of names with tribal connotations does
not encourage tribalism. It is fundamentally critical Mr
Speaker to note that although these still use the logos
with tribal totems, land allocation and management
therefore is not done along tribal lands and I think that
is common cause Mr Speaker.
There are no plans in view of the above to abolish the
system because for all practical purposes it does not
retard the development efforts in this country. Besides,
Batswana view it as an important aspect of their history
and cultural heritage. Having said that, as a society we
should preach policies and strategies that could build us
as a united and proud nation. Thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you
Minister. Minister, do you not think there are other tribes
that exist where these Land Boards with tribal names
and logos exist, that also feel this thing is promoting
tribalism? You also mentioned that Batswana take pride
in that, so I want to know where you get that from?
MR MAELE: I think I must possibly proffer a bit of
a lesson on this issue. Land Boards were named using
the old Act that was called the Tribal Territories Act,
therefore when it says Ngwato, it means allocating in
the Ngwato area. Let me give an example, I am from
Tswapong and that being the case, the Tribal Territories
Act defines itself as Ngwato therefore what I am saying
is Land Boards define themselves in terms of the Tribal
Territories Act, that one we cannot change, irrespective
of whether there are Batswapong or Bakalaka in the
Ngwato area. Therefore what we have done is that,
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we have used the totems that are in Land Boards that
operate in those territories.
If you do not know that there are people who take pride
in these totems, maybe you could as well have told me
those that do not take pride in this, because as far as I
am concerned, I have never had any formal complaint
to the effect that the Ngwato totem should be removed
from the Landboard vehicles in the Tswapong or
Kalanga areas. I have never had those; if they are there
I think they should come because to me what matters
is whether people are allocated land looking at whether
they are Batswapong or Bakalaka. That is the critical
issue but having a problem that the vehicle is written
Ngwato and bears a Ngwato totem is the least of my
worries. Definitely I do not think I have problems with
this and that is why I say I am not going to change it.
Thank you.
MR ARONE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister, in
your answer you were listing Land Boards which use
certain tribal totems. Would you help us to appreciate
why Land Boards like Kgalagadi and Chobe would not
have such kind of logos because they were established
at the same time. Also help us appreciate Honourable
Minister, you have said it correctly that before the Tribal
Territories Act was applicable, Dikgosi were doing the
allocation, now that the allocation is with the Land
Board, why continue with it? The fact of the matter is
that, it will lead to tensions in this country and when
you say you cannot change the Tribal Territories Act
Honourable Minister, what are you saying? Are you
saying we cannot amend it can you clarify that part?
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Mr Speaker, I thank you. The Tribal
Territories Act can be amended. But it is not for the
Minister of Lands and Housing to amend it but it is
for this Parliament. So, if there is anyone here who
feels that it has to be amended, then they must bring
it here for amendment. Personally I do not feel it has a
problem, I cannot change it. That is basically what I am
saying. You were saying I said prior to the introduction
of Land Boards, Dikgosi were the ones who allocated
land, therefore, why do we not change it because they
are no longer doing that. I do not think you understood
my question, if you did, you would know that I said…
MR SPEAKER: Was it a question or response Minister?
MR MAELE: My response, if you understood my
response you would know that I said when the Land
Boards were introduced; they were arranged along
the tribal territories boundaries. Therefore, there was
no way we could change because remember, Ngwato
is holding that land entrust for Bangwato or for
Bangwato territory. Therefore, there is no how we can
change because the territory belongs to Bangwato who
are there; it is defined by Territories Act. What I only
did was to emphasise that, Gammangwato Kgosi or
Gammangwato still controls this area, therefore let us
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set up Land Board that will monitor them as they are.
This is because once we tamper with that, I am telling
you we are going to create problems in this country. If
you want to…
MR SPEAKER: Finish Minister, we are running out
of time.
MR MAELE: Ok, I thank you Sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: I said it was the last one.
UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF THE
REHABILITATION OF FRANCISTOWN/
TONOTA ROAD PROJECT
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Transport and Communications to state:i) statistics showing the number of people that
have been employed in the rehabilitation of the
Francistown/Tonota Road Project from villages
and areas which are located in the vicinity of the
road such as Francistown, Tati Siding and Tonota;
ii) the total contract sum for the project agreed to
between the contractor and the Government; and
iii) the amount that has been disbursed to the
contractor to date.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs) …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa, I do not want to
ever hear you saying that again or I would send you out.
Do not try that in this Parliament.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you
very much Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
i) The total average number of people employed in
the rehabilitation of the Francistown – Tonota road
Project is 512. People who are employed from
villages and areas which are located in the vicinity
of the road such as Francistown, Tati Siding and
Tonota are as follows:Out of this total of the total of 512, there are 135
people who are from Francistown, 154 people are
from Tati Siding while 49 people are from Tonota.
The remaining 174 are from various places.
ii) The total contract sum for the project (including
the cost for the construction of the interchange)
agreed to between the contractor and the
Government is P 979, 995, 312.38; and
iii) The amount that has been disbursed to the
contractor to date is P606, 558, 099.70.
Thank you Mr Speaker.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. I wanted to ask
the Minister whether he has not received any report that
questioned the drivability of the road that was tarred by
the contractor. It is too bumpy, if one is driving a new
car you should be prepared to be moving up and down
whilst driving on a tarred road. Thank you Sir.
MR MABEO: Thank you very much Mr Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Moswaane. Honourable Moswaane, I
was in Francistown I think some three weeks back, just
to go and appraise myself of the progress of the project,
as well as the workmanship of the works and I did of
course tour the road. I drove along the road. What I can
tell this House is that, there were some sections where
the tarring of the old asphalt and new asphalt were not
done nicely and at that particular time, the contractor
was attending to these defects. Thank you Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: The last one.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. I want to ask if
Honourable Wynter Mmolotsi and Honourable Shaw
Kgathi have never complained to you about this issue?
We are talking about a new road, not an old or new
junction. I thank you.
MR MABEO: Thank you Honourable Moswaane.
Maybe just to correct what I have just said, when I
said old asphalt; the thing is when you are doing the
construction of the road, you will stop at some chainage
to continue the next day. So, that is the junction that I am
talking about. However like I am saying, I visited that
project and I drove along that road and I am reporting
what I felt about drivability of the road at that particular
point. Thank you Mr Speaker.
SHORTAGE OF EQUIPMENT UNDER THE
IPELEGENG PROGRAMME
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:i) what is being done to address shortage of
equipment under the Ipelegeng programme;
ii) if he is aware that an Ipelegeng employee was
hit by a car and lost her life due to lack of proper
equipment for sweeping the road; and
iii) if he is aware that these workers have resolved to
using their own equipment.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I greet you Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker,
i) Allowance is made under the material costs vote
for Districts to purchase small tools to augment
whatever is available for use by the beneficiaries.
Hansard No 182
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In addition, concerted efforts are made to ensure
that quality tools are procured for the programme
and a strict adherence is made to supplies
regulations for proper upkeep and security of tools
and to minimise loses.
ii) Mr Speaker, I am aware of the unfortunate
incident where an Ipelegeng beneficiary was hit
by a car and lost her life whilst sweeping the road.
However, I am not aware that the cause of the
accident was due to lack of proper equipment as
alleged. I must hasten to indicate that the matter
is still under police investigations, hence cannot
comment on it further.
iii) I am also not aware that Ipelegeng beneficiaries
are using their own equipment. Beneficiaries are
not allowed to bring their own working tools as
they are not compensated for their breakage or
loss. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker, you too Minister. Minister how have you
prepared for the people who work in our roads? How
do they look in terms of their attire? The last one is…
MR SPEAKER: You are supposed to ask one question
Honourable Member. Time is not on our side, ask
quickly.
MR NKAIGWA: The last one is, since these resources
are not enough Minister, what do you expect them to
use?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Mr Speaker, the first question is
about their protective clothing; we have requested from
the Councils morespecially Gaborone City Council that,
they should have an attire that they will be identified
with. They should have gumboots as they sometimes
work in the trenches. We accept your advice Honourable
Member.
Another issue is that they are sometimes selfless enough
use their own equipment to sweep the road and we think
the council should buy them equipment. In a nutshell
we need to be vigilant about this issue because it can
be very difficult to work on the road without the right
resources. Thank you Mr Speaker.
LACK OF FULLY FUNCTIONAL
REPROGRAPHICS MACHINES AT SELEBI
PHIKWE JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Education and Skills
Development:i) How many Junior Secondary Schools in Selebi
Phikwe have fully functional reprographics
machines or equipment;
ii) How long this has been the case;
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iii) How the lack of these machines has affected
teaching and learning for the concerned schools;
and
iv) How this problem is being addressed including the
timeline.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Good
afternoon Mr Speaker. Thank you. The situation with
regards to the functionality of reprographic machines in
Selebi Phikwe is not good as five (5) Junior Secondary
Schools do not have functional reprographics. Only
Meepong Junior Secondary School has a machine but
which often breaks down and is in need of repairs.
Mr Speaker, as a matter of policy, my Ministry has
procured an industrial machine, located at Selebi
Phikwe Senior Secondary School, for the whole Phikwe
cluster but unfortunately it too is currently inoperable.
The situation has been like this since the year 2014
with the exception of the industrial machine which has
broken down last year.
Mr Speaker, the non-functionality of these machines
can negatively affect the teaching and learning process
as tests may not be prepared in time and sometimes
teachers are unable to meet deadlines.
Currently the nearest industrial machine which can
assist with the printing of examination papers is in
Matshekge Hill Senior Secondary School in Bobonong.
The maintenance contractor states that the industrial
machine in Selebi Phikwe Senior Secondary School will
be back on line next week.
In addition, my Ministry has awarded a contract to
Certified Business Group in December 2015 for the
supply of parts for the repair of smaller photocopying
machines and we shall expedite the maintenance of
Phikwe’s machines accordingly.
I thank you Honourable Member. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, all the schools are experiencing this problem
and need this equipment; are you planning to spread this
great initiative of buying machines nationwide?
MR SPEAKER: He heard you; you do not have to
repeat yourself.
MR MOSWAANE: Even though he said 2014, some of
these schools have had this problem as far back as 2011.
MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Member. Mr Speaker, I am aware of this
situation in our schools but we were unable to provide
these machines to the schools nationwide because we
did not have enough funds. The main concern with these
machines is, they break down consistently. We therefore
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decided to group schools and bought them one big
machine to share amongst them whenever their small
machines breaks down.
As a solution to the problem of machines breaking down
Mr Speaker, we managed to get a contract mechanic
who will be fixing these machines in schools. Thank
you Mr Speaker.
RELOCATION OF SOME FAMILIES IN SEKWE
WARD IN LETLHAKANE TO PAVE WAY FOR
DEVELOPMENTS
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): Asked
the Minister of Lands and Housing if it is true that some
families that find themselves as squatters or homeless
in Sekwe Ward in Letlhakane Village, were asked to
relocate by the village leadership then to pave way for
the development of the prison and agricultural show
ground and promised to be allocated land; if so:v) How many families were relocated;
vi) Which year were these two developments carried
out;
vii) What ethnic group do these families belong to;
viii) Why affirmative action does not apply to them as
stipulated by the Land Policy or Act; and
ix) When they will be allocated land.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Mr Speaker, it is not true that some families
in Sekwe ward in Letlhakane were relocated by the
village leadership to pave way for the development
of the prison and agricultural show. The truth of the
matter is that, the residents of Sekwe ward approached
Letlhakane Sub Land Board to regularise the plots
they occupied illegally. The Sub Land Board advised
them that they could not be allocated plots due to their
proximity to the borehole supplying water to the village.
i) Twenty-five (25) families were relocated from
Sekwe in 2007 and allocated plots in Metsiaela
and Phase 2 wards within Letlhakane village.
ii) As I indicated earlier, the relocation was not
based on prison and agricultural show grounds
developments.
iii) The families who were relocated
predominantly of Basarwa ethnic group.

were

iv) All the affected 25 families in Sekwe were
relocated and allocated through affirmative action;
and
v) As I have mentioned Mr Speaker, all the 25
families were allocated plots. There is currently
an influx of new settlers in the area and a detailed
profiling of families found in the area was

instituted during December 2015. It is anticipated
that those illegible for allocation of land, will
be assisted before the end of the first quarter of
2016/2017 financial year.
Thank you Sir.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. I understand
you Honourable Minister. What is the tribal group that
the new settlers find upon arrival?
MR MAELE: On point (v) in my answers Mr Speaker,
I explained on the 25 families that had settled there. I
further explained that there was an influx of new settlers.
I stated that there is profiling of families found in that
area, which was instituted in December 2015. So, I will
be in a position to explain the exact number of ethnic
groups once the profiling is complete. The profiling
started in December 2015 and as of now, I cannot tell
because I have not seen the profiling report.
MR MAJAGA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I would like to ask the Minister whether he was not
aware of that arrangement, when these relocations took
place and when people were allocated plots through the
affirmative action? Do you not think that those who
now come as squatters are doing so because they have
realised that, others have benefitted from what you have
done to relocate others? Thank you
MR MAELE: Mr Speaker, if you can remember my
(I) I have indicated in there that these people were
relocated from Sekwe in 2007. And if my memory
serves me well, Honourable Lelatisitswe was not the
Member of Parliament at that time but the leadership of
the constituency was informed.
The second question was that, are those who come as
squatters doing it because they have realised that others
have earlier benefited from it? That is why I am saying,
we are doing profiling so that those eligible for land
can be assisted. We are definitely not going to give
everybody there some land; we are going to give those
who deserve it; those that are in need of affirmative
action or whose everyday life is not like that of an
ordinary citizen. We will not give plots to those who
have come as squatters.
HYGIENE CHALLENGES FOR IPELEGENG
SUBSISTENCE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:i) what is being done to address hygiene challenges
for Ipelegeng subsistence;
ii) whether any routine inspections are done by
Council to ensure good hygiene levels for those
feeding Ipelegeng workers; and
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iii) if there are plans by Government to offer monetary
subsistence allowances to allow beneficiaries to
have freedom of choice.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Mr Speaker, all precautionary
measures are undertaken to ensure that the snack provided
to beneficiaries is handled and prepared under acceptable
hygienic conditions. Routine hygiene inspections
are carried out by the Village/Ward Development
Committees and Council Officials periodically, to
assess hygiene conditions of both food handlers and
conditions under which such food is prepared. In future,
the Environmental Health Officers will be roped in
for quality assurance purposes. Mr Speaker, there are
no plans to offer monitoring sustenance allowance as
this will negate the noble intension of promoting local
empowerment through engagement of a substantial
number of additional beneficiaries who otherwise
benefit from spinoffs of Ipelegeng Programme at their
respective localities as is currently the case. Thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Honourable
Minister how are these service providers complying
with the Public Health Act and also who will be liable
if beneficiaries were to suffer from food poisoning and
also lose their lives? Will it be the service provider or
government?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Mr Speaker, the issue of food
handling is simple; this is the normal food we eat
everyday Honourable Members. What we inspect just
like it is done in restaurants are hygiene conditions
where the food is prepared. Honourable Members I
cannot rule out the issue of food poisoning because at
funerals, people eat meat then get food poisoning, if that
is the case then we have to investigate the cause of that
and deal with the responsible person. But at the end of
the day, that same person who got food poisoning is our
responsibility we have to ensure that they get proper
medical attention. I just wanted to simply say that Mr
Speaker, the issue of food poisoning is everywhere.
Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary!
MR SPEAKER: Last supplementary.
MR MOSWAANE: Minister can you not explain that,
Ipelegeng workers are responsible for their own upkeep,
they are the one that prepare their own snack which they
are paid for, so why would they now turn around to
blame us?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker.

10

Hansard No 182

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR SPEAKER: Yes but allow her to answer first you
will be next.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Certainly, in fact the question
asked by Honourable Moswaane is reflected in
my response that we encourage these people to be
independent; Ipelegeng beneficiary should work, the
one supplying the snack should also benefit. However,
I do not understand on what grounds the Member of
Parliament is basing his question, where does it lead to,
I do not understand.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa what is your
procedure?
MR NKAIGWA: The procedure is Honourable
Moswaane is abusing the Standing Orders; Mr Speaker I
expect you to protect this Parliament and bring integrity
upon this Parliament. One cannot just stand and hinder
us from asking the Minister a relevant question, then he
responds in an unsatisfactory manner and you just sit
there without calling him to order, it is wrong!
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Nkaigwa,
I told you that if you want to talk down there and attack
each other with words…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MR SPEAKER: You can do that on that floor, do
not attack me, it is dangerous to do that to me. Argue
amongst yourselves but do not attack the Speakership.
You will be sailing too close to the wind Honourable
Nkaigwa.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi we made a
ruling yesterday that the word “tshwakgoga” (being used
to doing something ) should not be used in Parliament,
kindly refrain from using it again. Honourable Members
we proceed…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, I am standing, there is
no point of order, switch off the microphones! Order!
Honourable Members, the Minister of Education and
Skills Development wishes to make a statement.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Yes, what is your point of order
Honourable Mmolotsi?
MR MMOLOTSI: Mr Speaker I heard you making
a mistake that the word ‘tshwakgoga’( being used to
doing something) has been banned but let me verify
that after interrogating Madam Speaker with questions
yesterday she verified that the word could be used
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freely. So perhaps you might have forgotten Mr Speaker
“tshwakgoga” is just a proper word just like you see
Honourable Moswaane getting used to being out of
order.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmolotsi,
yesterday a ruling was made in this House to never use
that word but since you chose to go outside, that is why
you did not hear that word being banned. So stand up
right now and withdraw those words which you said to
Honourable Moswaane, stand up.
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay. Honourable Moswaane will
never be used to doing anything.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi I said withdraw!
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, I withdraw those words
Honourable Moswaane!

STATEMENT ON DELAY IN
DISBURSEMENT OF TARGET 20 000
STUDENTS ALLOWANCES
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Mr
Speaker thank you. Mr Speaker, I wish to share with this
Honourable House that we have delayed to pay Target
20 000 students allowances for the months of January
and February 2016 as expected. This unprecedented
development was mainly caused by tendering processes
involved in the disbursement of the allowances. You
will recall that Target 20 000 project was introduced in
September 2015 to equip unskilled youth with strategic
TVET skills for their personal survival in the job market
and to support ESP with skills. We had to implement it
immediately.
Key to the implementation was issuance of funds for
tuition and students allowances. Tuition fees are being
paid to the training institutions as we speak. The snag
is with disbursement of students’ allowances, where we
experience delays as a result of tendering processes that
we had to follow because of the huge amounts involved.
At this moment, we have 14 869 target 20 000 students
enrolled in various institutions across the country for
both short term and long term programmes that have to
receive their allowances.
Mr Speaker, to disburse such allowances to this number
of students needs an efficient and flawless system. We
have such a system that administers allowances for
students in tertiary institutions and we are riding on that
same system to extend it to Target 20 000 students and
other dispensations similar to Target 20 000. Thus, we
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realised late, that it requires some modifications and
more importantly adjustments of the current contract
with the dispenser.
Mr Speaker, this serves to inform the House and by
extension the students concerned about this delay
and to request their understanding while we work
tirelessly around the clock to close this matter. We have
consistently communicated with the various schools
running this programme to pass on this message to the
students. Our aim barring the unforeseen is to have
paid the allowances by end of March 2016 if not earlier
including the arrears we owe to the students.
I want to assure Members of Parliament that I have
the welfare of the students at heart and I want to see
their studies and indeed this noble program not being
disturbed by such procedures. We in the Ministry
commit to monitor progress on this issue in order to
reach the deadline we have set for ourselves to disburse
such students’ allowances. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: In accordance with Standing Order 41,
I will allow short questions to elucidate the statement.
MR MMOLOTSI: Minister, given a plethora of
failures experienced by your Ministry, not only this one
but you will remember that we talked about your failure
to pay terminal benefits to temporary teachers, what is
it that your Ministry is able to do satisfactorily and in
good time?
MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, we have huge successes in
the Ministry of Education and Skills Development in
training those that go through our various programmes.
Almost all in this House went through this training
through this Ministry including the Member. So he is an
example of our success. We do sincerely believe that we
will be able to meet this target of end of March to have
disbursed the allowances and we do regret the delays as
I have already said. You cannot override procurement
processes. If it were by us, we would have maybe
directly just appointed through direct appointment and
you would have come back to this House to, for lack
of a better word, scold us for going through the direct
appointment. We have to follow the normal procurement
processes, which has caused this delay and we will
overcome that.
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Speaker this programme was
advertised in September and the acceptance letters were
disbursed in December, do you mean that, you did not
realise that there was a need to have in place those who
will be responsible for paying the students allowances?
Honourable Minister do you know that these tertiary
institutions students, just like those of New Era College,
have to pay P510 to go and certify their certificates
Hansard No 182
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at the British Council. Do you not see this as a rather
difficult arrangement? Is there anything that you can do
Honourable Minister because these students are around
2 000 and if you sum up the P510 that they have to pay
to the British Council, it is like it is a ploy to get them to
make money. Thank you.
MR MOLAO: We have a programme through which
we pay students that is run by the First National Bank
(FNB). When we first started this initiative we agreed
that when Target 20 000 starts we will use the same
system that we have been using for the students who are
sponsored by DTEF since they are already in the system.
When it came to implementation we realised that we
would have violated procedure if we do that and so we
had to start afresh. That is what caused the backlog. On
the one regarding that students have to spend P510 to
certify their certificates at the British Council is news
to my ears. The students have not brought it to our
attention for us to investigate and to understand why
that is. Since you are cautioning us, we will look into it
to ascertain how true it is.
MR ARONE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, you have rightly put it that you have not paid
these kids for two months. In your statement you are
not telling us and you are not coming out clear as to
when your tendering process is going to end. Can your
Ministry not think of a short term measure while you
are waiting for your tendering process because surely
Honourable Minister, though you are saying you have
these kids’ interest at heart, for them to be in Gaborone
for two months without accommodation and food, what
are you doing to ensure that they are assisted?
MR MOLAO: Thank you Mr Speaker. We will have
to follow the procurement process to the latter, we
cannot override the process. It has already started and
we are of the view that latest by end of this month, if not
earlier than that, we would have started paying because
students from different institutions have already been
verified. Before paying, you have to verify the list,
whether what has been submitted by the institutions is
correct. It is also a process but that process has already
been done and dispensed with. What is left is just for
the procurement process to be completed such that we
can now credit or move the monies to the bank and they
start disbursing to various students. So we are hopeful
that at the very latest, it will be end of this month but we
are hopeful for an earlier disbursement than that. Thank
you.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, and thank you
Honourable Minister. Minister, do you realise that your
Ministry fails to give students their allowances on time?
Do you know that the ABM university students had to
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wait for three months in order to get their allowances?
So what would make us believe what you are saying,
that students will get their allowances on time? In this
Target 20 000 programme do you know that there are
some children who were accepted at the tertiary schools
but the Ministry has declined to sponsor them? They
are at home with those admission letters from various
institutions. The last one Honourable Minister, what is
it that you are doing with…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, do you want to
speak alone? You were supposed to ask one question
and I have allowed you to ask two, now you want to
go to the third one. Please make it very short; acquaint
yourself with being brief and to the point.
MR NKAIGWA: Honourable Minister, what can you
say about Mpepu in Molepolole; was it just waiting to
register at BQA? Other schools long registered before
it, but you had reserved it for the Target 20000 students.
What do you call that Honourable Minister, is it not
corruption? Botswana Qualifications Authority (BQA)
was rushed to register this school so that it would be
able to admit the Target 20000 students.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Mr
Speaker, we do regret the late payments of students’
allowances as I have already stated, there are various
reasons including schools themselves submitting lists
that ought to be verified, and sometimes mistakes are
found, and then we liaise with the schools to correct
these. So, there is an engagement between the Institution,
the Ministry and the bank that disburses. That is where
sometimes delays emanate from, and we do not get any
joy from such delays.
As for Target 20000, students with admission letters
without sponsorship, I must state that it is not a given
that each one of the students who have received an
admission letter from various institutions will be eligible
for absorption or for sponsorship. Every programme has
got its own threshold, and here we are talking Target
20000. Target 20000 talks to the number that we are able
to take, and it will be unfortunate that some do have
admission letters and have not been sponsored, it is
possible that they do have.
The last one on Mpepu, for me to attempt to answer
it here without the Honourable Member providing
tangible evidence to attach to his allegations, it would
be akin to me whistling in the wind. So, unless the
Member provides such evidence, then we can address it
at that point in time. Thank you.
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APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL, 2016 (NO. 1
OF 2016)
ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)

ORGANISATION 1800 – LANDS AND
HOUSING
MR CHAIRPERSON (MR MOLATLHEGI):
Honourable Members, you are asked to note that 2 hours
45 minutes has been allocated to this Organisation, and
I shall call upon the Honourable Minister to reply to the
debate at 1710 hours today and the question will be put
at 1740 hours.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Thank you, Mr Chairperson. I seek your
indulgence just to correct a figure on Page 1 of my
presentation before I proceed. Paragraph 2; if I may
Honourable Chairperson?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Wait a moment; I want to see
where you are correcting. Did you say Page 1?
MR MAELE: Page 1 Honourable Chairperson,
Paragraph 2.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Yes, go ahead.
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Mr Chairperson, it is now my honour to brief this
Honourable House on the achievements, challenges
and interventions made in implementing my Ministry’s
policies, programmes and projects in the current
financial year and proposals moving forward into the
next financial year.
ACCESS TO LAND
a) Land Policy

1. Mr

Chairperson, the National Land Policy was
approved by this Parliament in July 2015 and
components of this policy are already being
implemented. Land Boards are currently aligning
their local policies to the National Land Policy. The
Land Policy is instrumental to the socio-economic
development of the country as it aims to:

• Guide all land operations for sustainable human
settlements and socio-economic development;
• Promote access, equity, security of land rights
as well as efficiency and transparency in land
management and administration processes;
• Be responsive to emerging socio-economic
opportunities.

MR MAELE: The figure there is P501, 908, 455
a correct figure should be P507, 343, 456. I was just
correcting that figure. If that is in order Mr Chairperson,
I wish to proceed.

Having said that Mr Chairperson, I must note that some
provisions of the Land Policy require some legislative
amendments. I will therefore table such amendments in
due course.

MR CHAIRPERSON: Proceed.

A comprehensive policy implementation plan is
being developed to assist with the monitoring and
evaluation of progress and the impact of the policy. The
implementation of some of the policy pronouncements
requires the development of guidelines and/or review of
the statutes. The Ministry is in the process of developing
such guidelines and reviewing the land management
related statutes.

MR MAELE: Thank you so much Mr Chairperson.
My presentation begins with a bird’s eye view of the
2015/2016 budget performance. I consider that we have
read my presentation; I am just reading the abridged
version of my speech.
My Ministry’s total budget estimates for the 2015/16
Financial Year amounted to P1, 665, 934, 563. This
budget is composed of the P893, 364, 483 for the
Development Budget and P772, 570, 080 for the
Recurrent Budget.
Under the Development budget, the total expenditure
to date is P507, 343, 456 which is 56.79 per cent
of the budget. It is worth noting that the Ministry
experienced slow commencement in some projects due
to various technical and legal challenges. Due to the
low expenditure on the budget, a decision was made
to reprioritise and kick-off some projects under the
Economic Stimulus Programme. These projects include
Minimal Land Servicing at P142 million and Peripheral
Bulk Land Servicing at P100 million. The details on this
expenditure are reflected under Annex “A”.
Mr Chairperson, out of the P772, 570, 080 allocated for
the Recurrent Budget, P730, 552, 208 which is 94.56
per cent of the budget, has been spent to date.

b) Review of Land Related Legislation
One of the recommendations of the Land Policy is the
review and the consolidation of the Land Related Acts.
This is aimed at harmonising land administration and
establishing land authorities to manage land at the local
levels. Consultations are on-going within the Ministry
on the proposed Bill. Further consultation with major
stakeholders such as Ntlo ya Dikgosi was on the 21st
January 2016 and they were generally supportive of
the proposals. Consultations were held with Attorney
General on the Draft Bill on 25th January 2016.
LAND ADMINISTRATION

a) Physical Planning
Mr Chairperson, during my last address to this House
an intention to embark on the preparation of a National
Physical Development Plan and the review of the
Hansard No 182
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National Settlement Policy was raised. I am now
pleased to announce to this Honourable House that the
preparation of this Plan has commenced and will be
delivered in a period of two and a half years (30 months).
However, I wish to indicate that the objective is now
to develop a Botswana National Spatial Development
Framework (BNSDF), which will provide a holistic
approach to all physical planning in Botswana.
It is at the completion of this framework, where it is
expected that the National Settlement Policy, Regional
Plans, Settlement Development Plans, and all other
multi sectoral plans will take guidance. Essentially, this
plan will lead to a more coordinated planning process
that will add great value to the country’s development
approach.
Mr Chairperson, my Ministry continues to come up
with initiatives that respond to Government objectives.
The eradication of abject poverty, creation of jobs,
and improvement of livelihoods are still a priority to
the settlement planning approach. In reaction to this,
the Ministry has embarked on the Participatory Slum
Upgrading Programme (PSUP). The programme aims
at improving living conditions of the urban populace
in terms of housing conditions and livelihoods. The
programme promotes the concept of global Sustainable
Development Goal that strives to attain Sustainable
Cities and Communities by year 2030. My Ministry has
by and large acknowledged that there are those areas
within our urban setting that need strategies that could
contribute to the improvement of living standards, hence
the agreement to employ the PSUP as a vehicle towards
achieving this goal.
Mr Chairperson, my Ministry encountered delays
regarding the award of Gaborone Expansion Area
Master Plan, Guidelines and Standards for City of
Lobatse Redevelopment Plan as well as Guidelines
and Standards for City of Francistown Redevelopment
Plan due to the complexity of these projects. A team of
experts to provide quality assurance and re-evaluate the
bidding documents has since been appointed.

a)

National Mapping

Geographic information is a key planning and
development tool. To this end, my Ministry is
continuously mapping the country and updating land
information for planning, environmental monitoring
and various development needs. A number of projects
have been outsourced to the private sector to provide
Aerial photography for 100 settlements, line mapping
for 34 settlements and 120 topographic map sheets. All
these projects are expected to be completed by the end
of the financial year.

b)

National Reference Framework

The objective of this project is to establish continuous
operating reference stations (CORS) to assist in

14

Hansard No 182

ORGANISATION 1800 – MINISTRY OF LANDS
AND HOUSING -Committee of Supply
expediting the surveying of plots across the country
as well as in National mapping and location based
activities. To date 51/68 real time survey stations have
been established and are operational. Stakeholders
including private surveyors have been trained in the
use of the systems with the main objective of utilising
it for the National Land registration exercise and
beyond. The system is currently being used in Kgatleng
and Ngwaketse Districts by Government and private
surveyors.

c)

Land Surveying
Registration

and

National

Land

Mr Chairperson, in order to fast track the delivery of
plots for the National land registration exercise under
the LAPCAS programme, private surveyors are being
engaged to assist in surveying land parcels. A total of
306,585 plots out of an estimated target of 948,093 have
been surveyed to-date. However, we still encounter
challenges of plot/property owners’ reluctance to come
forth and confirm their land rights. To facilitate plot
owners to confirm their land rights, the Ministry has
conducted Road Shows across the country and opened
land registration points at all Land Boards and the
Ministry Headquarters.
Mr Chairperson, the benefits of this exercise include
among others, increased certainty of ownership, which
can promote investment in real property, savings
in terms of money when a transaction takes place,
increased certainty as to location of boundaries, which
can reduce disputes over boundaries.

d)

Reaffirmation of International Boundaries:

My Ministry in collaboration with that of Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security and other stakeholders is
continuing with the reaffirmation of boundaries with our
neighbouring countries of Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia
and South Africa. To date our boundary with Namibia
has been reaffirmed and surveyed and a boundary treaty
is being drafted with the assistance of the African Union
Border Programme. In addition, more than 200 km
of our boundary with Zimbabwe has been reaffirmed,
while the Botswana South Africa boundary has been
inspected and is planned for reaffirmation in the next
financial year. Discussions on the re-affirmation of our
Border with Zambia are planned for the early part of the
next financial year.
(e ) Land Servicing
Mr Chairperson, much of the growth and development
of this country relies heavily on land servicing and to
that extent Government continued with this initiative
through various projects. The servicing of Palapye
extension 11 is one such project which is expected to
deliver 3300 plots when completed. This is expected to
be completed by August 2016.
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On the other hand, the construction of Metsimotlhabe
infrastructure with an estimated 1960 plots has been
held in abeyance due to protracted litigation.
Mr Chairperson, our efforts to complete Land Servicing
at Sowa SHHA Block 3 had some hiccups and
construction was suspended due to bidders’ complaints.
This matter has since been referred to the Independent
Complaints Review Committee to query the PPADB’s
decision to halt the project.
Power supply installation continued throughout the year
with the completion of low voltage at Mekoro in SelebiPhikwe while Lobatse and Tsholofelo experienced slow
development of plots resulting in delay in completion of
power reticulation. Low voltage installation at Gerald
Estates was deferred pending sufficient development of
plots in the area.
Mr Chairperson, my Ministry embarked on engineering
design of infrastructure in nine (9) areas countrywide
and three of these designs namely - Palapye Extension
10, Ghanzi and Francistown -Gerald Block 1 and CBD,
are slated to be completed this financial year. On the
other hand, Maun, Francistown - Gerald Block 2,
Mogoditshane -Tsolamosese 7, Mogoditshane Block
9, Kasane Waterfront and Mmopane Block 1 will spill
over to the 2016/2017 financial year. Most of these
designs required extension of time due to either increase
in the scope of works or delay in Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) approvals.
Mr Chairperson, the Public Private Partnership
(PPP) strategy in land servicing was approved by the
Government on the 7th May, 2015 and is now set to
be piloted in four areas namely: Nnyungwe (Kasane),
Seuwane (Ramotswa), Kgatleng (Mochudi) and part
of Gerald Estates Block 1 and CBD. Transaction
advisor will be engaged to assist in implementation
of the program during the 2016/17 financial year. It is
for this reason that Government has reintroduced the
Accelerated Land Servicing Programme.
Mr Chairperson, further to the above, 21 minimal land
servicing projects were started this financial year while
10 more will be done in the 2016/2017 Financial Year
through the Economic Stimulus Programme. These
projects entail provision of access road, destumping,
wet grading and water provision and provision of a link
road in Aerodrome in Francistown and Phakalane in
Gaborone. These roads are expected to improve flow of
traffic in our cities. This is reflected under Annex “B”.

e)

Land Allocation

Allocation of land remains a critical factor in addressing
the social and economic needs. In this regard my
Ministry continues to allocate land for various uses to
facilitate provision of shelter, employment creation,
food security and economic diversification, for example
allocation of land to SPEDU and BITC.
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Mr Chairperson, formal offers have been issued for plots
in Gaborone (84), Lobatse (63), Jwaneng (59), Ghanzi
(8), Francistown (97), Selebi-Phikwe (48), Kasane (2)
and Sowa (2). There are a total of 586 plots that are in
process of allocation as follows: 74 formal offers are
pending (Selebi-Phikwe 1, Francistown 65, Kasane
8), 280 provisional offers (Francistown 235, SelebiPhikwe 32, Sowa 1, Gaborone 12) and 232 Pending
SLAAC (Francistown 222, Phikwe 6 and Ghanzi 4).
In addition to these, 134 non-residential plots are to be
advertised before April 2016. As for the tribal areas, Mr
Chairperson, as at December 2015, a total of 20,030 out
of a target of 22,000 plots had been allocated by various
land authorities.
That notwithstanding, Mr Chairperson, There are 1 062
158 applicants in the waiting list as maintained and
published by various Land Boards and the Department
of Lands. The applicants in these waiting lists will
continue to be vetted for eligibility for allocation to
ensure compliance with the Land Policy provision on
equity in distribution of land.

f)

Acquisition of Land

My Ministry had a total budget of P45,000,000 for
acquisition of 1,058.61 hectares for village expansion
in Ngwato, Kgalagadi, Ghanzi, Tawana, Kweneng,
Rolong, Malete, Tlokweng, Tati and Ngwaketse
Land Boards in the 2015/16 financial year. To date
P35,111,517 constituting 78 per cent of the budget for
2015/16 has been disbursed to the Land Boards.
Mr Chairperson, the compensation guidelines have been
reviewed and a Cabinet Memorandum has been drafted
for consideration by Government. The major emphasis
is on compensation in kind.
Eight offers totalling 3,783 hectares of freehold land
in the North East, South East and Lobatse blocks of
farms have been received. My Ministry had preliminary
engagements with the land holders with a view to
explore possibilities of acquisition.

g)

Reservation/Banking of Land

Mr Chairperson, my Ministry continues to facilitate
achievement of the various economic diversification
efforts, including the Economic Stimulus Programme,
through land reservation. Currently, 1, 869 ha; 6,413
ha; and 5,542 ha blocks of land and plots have been
reserved for investors and youth in Tourism; Agriculture
and Commercial and Industrial sectors respectively.
In addition, a total of 134 plots and 719.34 ha have
been reserved for youth at Ngwato, Ngwaketse, Ghanzi,
Tawana, Tati, Malete and Kgatleng. 5/5 plots reserved
for the youth in Tati have been allocated. A plan is being
worked out in consultation with Ministry of Youth, Sport
and Culture to allocate the land to youth syndicates.
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h)

Enforcement Of Development Covenants

Mr Chairperson, 10,219 out of 26,835 plots in tribal land
which were inspected for compliance to development
covenant were found to be developed in accordance
with development plans.
The Land Boards have started identifying unused arable
fields and ensuring that they are used for the intended
purpose.
Mr Chairperson, my Ministry is concerned about
plots that are not developed. We are however mindful
of some of the reasons for non-development of plots
which include social and financial constraints, lack of
infrastructure, particularly water and access roads.

i)

Management of Immovable Asset

Mr Chairperson, my Ministry is in consultation with
Ministry of Infrastructure, Science and Technology
and Ministry of Finance and Development Planning to
develop a register for Government owned immovable
assets. The register will assist in monitoring utilisation
and physical status of the immovable assets.

j)

National Location Addresses

My Ministry in collaboration with the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural Development, Ministry
of Transport and Communications and Botswana Post
are implementing location addressing across the country
which entails street naming, house numbering and postal
coding. Methods of providing location addresses have
been developed for towns, villages and farm areas, and
the Ministry is finalising the upgrading and modifying
the Cadastral Information System (CIS) to accommodate
the new plot numbering and location addresses. The
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development
has developed and approved street naming guidelines
for implementation across Districts and Town Councils
while Botswana Post is in the process of putting up
postal services infrastructure in Gaborone Block 7 and 8
as a pilot for home delivery of mail.

k)

Computerisation of Land Records

The Ministry is computerising Deeds and so far a total
of 490,692 Deeds records from a target of 503,831 have
been captured and 110,981 records have been scanned.
Digital records will enable the Deeds Registry to move
from an all paper based business process to a modern
e-Government institution while preservation of paper
records will reduce wear and tear. Deeds Registry Act
is currently being reviewed to provide for registration
of customary land certificate which will enable plot
holders to use their land as collateral.
Record keeping at Land Boards has also been prioritized
in an effort to improve efficiency in land management.
To-date 850,000 land records files have been opened
across all Land Boards.
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l)

Land Information Management

Mr Chairperson, The first two of the seven modules of
the Land Information System; Deeds Registry module
and the Plot and Plan module are due to be delivered
in March 2016. The System will interface with other
systems in Government to enable data sharing and
exchange of land information which will reduce
duplication of efforts. The Ministry is also developing a
data sharing policy, spatial data standards, and collection
of metadata to facilitate data integration.
I.

ACCESS TO HOUSING

My Ministry continues to implement and introduce new
housing initiatives aimed at providing access to shelter
for all, including low income housing. The initiatives
include housing needs assessment, re-organisation of
the Low Income Housing, revamping of the Poverty
Alleviation and Housing Scheme, Instalment Purchase
Scheme and Youth Housing and other initiatives such
as public officers housing. My Ministry continues to
engage with key stakeholders such as local authorities,
financial institutions, developers and Real Estate bodies.
a)

National Housing Strategy

Mr Chairperson, A National Housing Strategy is being
finalised with its key emphasis on increasing access to
housing for all; and its main features include, delivery
of housing through Private Public Partnership strategy,
improved access and affordable Housing Finance,
establishment of a Housing Fund, and coordinated
Social Housing programmes for the youth and the less
privileged.
b)

Housing Needs Assessment

Mr Chairperson, complementary to the National
Housing Strategy, a Housing Needs Assessment to
determine the demand for housing nationwide and to
also give guidance on housing policy direction will be
undertaken. Information sought from this assessment
includes disaggregated data on the number of people
requiring housing for both purchase and rental, their
income, and provide a forecast of demand. This data
will augment information in the Population and Housing
Census.
Mr Chairperson, the Housing Needs Assessment
project was anticipated to start in August 2015 and
be completed in July 2016. However, the project was
awarded beginning March 2016 and is expected to be
completed by March 2017.
c)

Low Income Housing Programme

Mr Chairperson, Government continues to recognize
access to adequate shelter as a basic need and a
prerequisite for national socio-economic development.
In light of this, my Ministry through Botswana
Housing Corporation, and in collaboration with Local
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Authorities, continues to implement the Low-Income
Housing Programme to increase access to affordable
shelter and improve the quality of life of the low-income
group. This programme comprises three components;
SHHA Home Improvement, Turnkey Development
Scheme and Integrated Poverty Alleviation and Housing
Scheme.
Mr Chairperson, for the financial year 2015/16,
Government funded the SHHA Home Improvement
with funds amounting to Thirty Nine Million, Eight
Hundred and Sixty Eight Thousand, One hundred and
Sixteen Pula (P39, 868,116). An amount of Thirty
Seven Million, Five and Twenty Eight Thousand,
Three Hundred and Ten Pula (P37, 528,310) has been
disbursed to various councils for 834 housing projects
and the balance will be disbursed by end of the financial
year. In addition, 3,244 of 4,040 home improvement
projects funded from 2008/2009 to 2014/2015 have
been completed while 796 are at various stages of
construction. On the other hand, out of a total of 4,151
Turnkey projects funded, 2,669 have been completed.
The Integrated Poverty Alleviation and Housing
Scheme (IPAHS) continues to take the less privileged
Batswana out of poverty and give them dignified life.
Although it seems to be very slow in terms of housing
construction, the outcomes of the scheme in terms of
employment creation and income generation are visible
and very promising. There are currently 19 projects
on commercial production countrywide, and these
have enrolled a total of 284 beneficiaries. In addition
to the 19 projects, two other replica projects are under
construction and it is expected that upon completion
they will also enrol 20 to 30 beneficiaries per project.
Mr Chairperson, since inception of the programme 19
projects are at commercial production and a total of 168
beneficiaries have built houses for their families from
allowances earned from proceeds of these projects.
In order to make the programme more effective,
Government took a decision to revamp this scheme by
among other things availing funds to capacitate projects
with transport and machinery, training of the Technical
Officers on marketing strategies to empower them to run
the projects better, and training of the beneficiaries on
business and productive skills to graduate from poverty.
The procurement of delivery trucks and moulding
machines is expected to be completed this financial
year. A total of Twenty Seven Million, Two Hundred
Thousand Pula (P27, 200,000) was allocated for the
Integrated Poverty Alleviation and Housing Scheme
this financial year to implement these initiatives
d)

Instalment Purchase Scheme and Youth
Housing

Mr Chairperson, Government has further taken a
decision to introduce the Instalment Purchase Scheme
(IPS) to promote home ownership amongst our citizens
who are renting Botswana Housing Corporation
(BHC) houses. The first phase of the 750 units under
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this scheme, comprising 156 units, will commence in
March 2016 at Tsholofelo Extension, while 480 others
are planned to commence by the end of March 2016
as opposed to November 2015 as previously reported
while the remaining 114 units are planned to start by
April 2016.
In addition, Youth Housing Scheme has also been
introduced to reduce shortage of accommodation
amongst the youth who cannot afford rentals from the
private market. In addition to this my Ministry will
reintroduce tenant purchase scheme in the next financial
year. It is important to underscore the fact that the new
tenant purchase scheme will not necessarily take the
same form and shape of the old scheme.
II.

2016/17 BUDGET PROPOSALS

Mr Chairperson, my Ministry’s total budget estimates for
the 2016/17 Financial Year amount to One Billion, Seven
Hundred and Forty Three Million, Six Hundred and Six
Thousand, and Sixty Five Pula (1,743,606,065.00). This
budget is higher than the current financial year’s budget
by 4.7 per cent.
This budget is composed of the Nine Hundred and Ten
Million, Three Hundred and Sixty Seven Thousand, and
Twenty One Pula (P910, 367, 021) for the Development
Budget and Eight Hundred and Thirty Three Million,
Two Hundred and Thirty Nine Thousand, and Forty
Four Pula (P833, 239, 044) for the Recurrent Budget.
Of the proposed Development budget, a total of Three
Hundred and Fifty…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister, wait a
minute.
MR MAELE: The figure?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Yes your figure 833, 239. In
your schedule it reflects 833, 239, 050. And you are
saying 44. Would you want to verify that before you
proceed?
MR MAELE: I seek your indulgency Mr Chairperson
just to verify it because I am not sure.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Please do so before we proceed.
In your Appropriation Bill schedule, it is the one we
are supposed to rely on. It is P833, 239, 050.You short
changed by six thebe, you can proceed.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Thank you so much Mr Chairperson.
The correct figure is P 833, 239, 050. This budget is
composed of the Nine Hundred and Ten Million, Three
Hundred and Sixty Seven Thousand, and Twenty One
Pula (P910, 367, 021) for the Development Budget and
Eight Hundred and Thirty Three Million, Two Hundred
and Thirty Nine Thousand, and Forty Four Pula (P833,
239, 044) for the Recurrent Budget.
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Of the proposed Development budget, a total of Three
Hundred and Fifty Four Million, Two Hundred and
Twenty Thousand Pula (P354, 220, 000) is earmarked
for completion of some of the components of the
LAPCAS programme. These include the National Land
Registration, Land Information System and Sorting
of Records. Three Hundred and Thirty Eight Million,
Three Hundred and Eighty Thousand Pula (P338, 380,
000) of the budget is allocated to the on-going Land
Servicing projects.

Let me now focus on the Minister of Lands and
Housing’s presentation and commend you on the
exceptional work you have done on it. Unfortunately
land does not expand but gets depleted and it is also
dependent upon how the users use it. When it comes to
land allocation, good management is imperative. It puts
you in a position to understand that you will never get
it anywhere else once it is depleted. There is no how
we can extend our borders and call on our neighbouring
countries to allow us in.

Mr Chairperson, Two Hundred and Seventy Two
Million, Nine Hundred and Eight Thousand and One
Hundred and Ten Pula (P272, 908, 110) have been
allocated to projects under the Economic Stimulus
Programme. These include Housing projects, Land
Servicing projects, and Land Boards Offices. The
proposed budget estimates are detailed in Annex “C”.

Your ministry is faced with a great challenge in matters
such as this one. You are charged with a mandate to
ensure that the inhabitants of Botswana stay together
harmoniously, we are not congested and that we are able
to accomplish our life wishes on a daily basis.

Of the proposed recurrent budget amount, a total of
Four Hundred and Forty Nine Million, Six Hundred and
Twenty Three Thousand, and ten Pula (P449,623,010)
which represents 54 per cent of the recurrent budget is
for Revenue Support Grant for the twelve Land Boards
and their subordinate authorities, while the remaining
Three Hundred and Eighty Three Million, Six Hundred
and Sixteen Thousand, and Ten Thirty Four Pula
(P383,616,034) which represents 46 per cent of the
Recurrent Budget is for the Ministry Departments. The
proposed budgetary estimates by Department are as
reflected at Annex “D”.
CONCLUSION
Mr Chairperson, this concludes my presentation of
the 2016/2017 Recurrent and Development Budget
proposals for my Ministry. I therefore move that the
sum of Eight Hundred and Thirty Three Million, Two
Hundred and Thirty Nine Thousand, and Fifty Pula
(P833, 239,050) for the Recurrent Budget be approved
and stand part of the Schedule of the Appropriation
(2016/17) Bill 2016; and that the sum of Nine Hundred
and Ten Million, Three Hundred and Sixty Seven
Thousand, and Twenty One Pula (P910, 367,021) for
the Development Budget be approved and stand part of
the same Estimates.
I thank you Mr Chairperson.
MR NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. With this brief time let me also thank the
people of Sekoma that this time around they rectified the
mistake they did.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR NGAKA: The answer to your question on my
whereabouts is that I was working in Sekoma all this
entire time. I want to thank them profusely. Although
there are some who want to spoil the victory talking
about the rice that was bought, I must thank them and
say they have done what is befitting.
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Minister, I am very sceptical when it comes to borehole
allocations and fields allocations, I do not know what are
your views on that? You will find that there is a system
that says there should be a distance of six kilometres
between the boreholes but you have not provided the
distance between fields and boreholes. Where are the
cattle supposed to graze in this case? Have you assessed
this matter? In some instances, you will find that there
is a field between two boreholes which are next to each
other. Maybe you were looking at the cattle movement
when you came up with that standard distance of
boreholes. This matter requires attention. Possibly you
could look into relocating other fields which restrict
cattle movement.
If you do not do that, we end up with so many cases that
involve cattle that have damaged farmers’ fields. The
farmers say they have been placed there by Land Board
and those with boreholes point to the same. It now seems
as if Land Board is causing conflicts between people in
a way. It will be best to consult with the Ministry of
Agriculture on this horticulture borehole drillings. The
situation in our areas is not the typical one reflected or
discussed in Parliament. An individual will just drill a
borehole at the lands and round up the cattle to water
them. Since you are the ones who allocated them a field
there, now when the usage has changed to become a
borehole for cattle, what do you say to the Ministry of
Agriculture?
I commend you for programmes such as Self Help
Housing Agency (SHHA), Turnkey, Integrated Poverty
Alleviation and Housing Scheme. Those are great
efforts, keep up the good work. You also answered
the youth’s cry on housing by coming up with a Youth
Housing Scheme, it is a welcome development as most
of the youth do not have accommodation. This does
not mean that you are there yet, it is a start of more
challenges to come. You are going to have to better the
way you do things so that we do not end up blaming
each other in the near future. The one thing that I still
remain worried about is the land allocation in villages,
the land board officers do not consider the scope of the
land they are allocating plots from. There are roads
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which are being used by residents or boreholes which
are still in use. In most cases plots are allocated in those
areas, one might find a plot in a cutline or in a dam, how
do you look at that Honourable Minister? Is it not that
you look at whether the road is used regularly or not, for
example, while at Letlhakeng RAC, at the back, there
was a road from Letlhakeng to Motokwe, that road has
been blocked by a plot and that compound is the only
one in that cutline. That does not sit well Honourable
Minister. It should not appear as if you do not care
about plot allocation in villages where you just allocate
and in cities, you are careful when you allocate plots.
We want the perfection that we see in cities to be in our
villages as well, there should not be a difference in land
allocation.
The Land Administration, Procedures, Capacity and
Systems (LAPCAS) should come to an end, it should
not run over the years. When are we going to have a
report on how LAPCAS performed, the number of plots
registered and so forth. That is what I expected, because
we have LAPCAS in place.
Certifying copies of your certificates; When I am in
Takatokwane, there are two Sub Land Boards in my
constituency. There is another one in Letlhakeng and in
Motokwe. In Takatokwane I make a copy of the land
certificate which I have to attach to the documents
that I have to submit for ISPAAD payment, I have
been told to go to the Land Board where I acquired the
certificate, if I acquired the certificate from Motokwe
LandBoard, I cannot certify the copy at the Letlhakane
Land Board because they have to check from the file.
Please look into that Honourable Minister. Even though
we are hopeful that LAPCAS will help us but this
arrangement disadvantages most of the people. Are
we going to have elderly people travelling a distance
of 200 kilometres from Takatokwane to Motokwe in
order to certify certificates? Please look into this aspect.
If it means coming up with security features in your
certificates such that, when a person photocopies their
certificate, your officers could tell that indeed it is a
true copy of the original, then so be it. It should not be
the case of checking in the files to certify that indeed
that certificate is genuinely for the person who seeks
to certify. This is just a way of complicating things
for the people unnecessarily. You department should
not be a stumbling block to the people from taking on
government programmes due to complicated routines.
Things should be made simple for them. Lastly, the
Integrated Poverty Alleviation and Housing Scheme, if
I cite an example, in Kaudwane a two roomed house
takes 18 months to complete, just a mere 2 roomed
house, what is the cause of this? There is a significant
figure which has been put to regulate the trucks which
transport material to Kaudwane as well as the workers
there but in Kaudwane we use sand which is from within.
But for a truck to come from Kubung to Kaudwane, it is
more expensive for it to transport material to our areas,
and if you put a significant figure for the construction of
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a turnkey, please come up with variations Honourable
Minister. Please consider the roads we are using, roads
such as the Kaudwane-Letlhakeng road which a truck
takes two days, in that 90 kilometre road. A truck has
break downs all the way. Please have variations in prices
looking at the terrain of a particular area so that those
who are in the construction aspect are able to complete
their projects in time. Thank you Chairperson.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Chairperson. Even though
I am going to be remanded at the office, I will seek to
be pardoned. Honourable Minister, I do support your
budget proposal. We are all aware that accommodation
is one of the important aspects of human needs. When
we talk about shelter, water, food and clothing, those
are the things that a human being needs. Therefore
your ministry is equally important in this aspect of
shelter. I want to applaud your ministry for coming up
with existing programmes that you already mentioned,
including the Low Income Housing Programme. I
want to also applaud the Instalment Purchase Scheme,
where Batswana will be allowed to pay the houses in
instalments. I want to applaud the newly introduced
turnkey programme as well.
I would like to raise my concerns Honourable Minister,
and I have two. It has been fourteen years since land
was allocated in Molapowabojang and nothing has been
done because there are conflicts between your ministry
and other parties to that land, and many youth have
been waiting for this to be resolved. There is an issue on
some land which you designated for allocation which
is said to belong to some residents, while you claim to
own that land as government. They have taken that land
Honourable Minister. Please look into this issue because
the youth in Molapowabojang have long waited to be
allocated plots in that piece of land which you long
designated for allocation. Molapowabojang has since
grown and the population has also increased to date.
We have long talked about this issue but we have not
reached a solution. I therefore request for a solution to
be reached this year because the situation is taking a
different turn, the people are raising concerns. I would
like to talk about Gopong, which is is next to Digawana
and Molapowabojang your Honour. This village
was sanctioned in 2008 but people who are there are
complaining that they have not been legally allocated
land. Even at the beginning of this year when we had a
Kgotla meeting there, there was nearly a fight because
of the land of Gopong. The television personnel were
there and they ended up switching off their equipment
because the people wanted to take them as they fumed
with anger and sadness of not having been allocated land.
They have long tendered applications to your office in
Mmathethe Sub Land Board. Look into that and not in
the near future, we should go to Gopong because I think
that in the event that I may request a meeting there, they
may refuse and want you there because you are the one
who can resolve the problem that they have.
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Digawana village is surrounded by farms. We urge
you to consider us in your budget because we have a
lot of residents of Digawana whom we do not know
where they can get farms. Even though we know that
Government has financial problems, consider us and
maybe talk to the owners of the farms there to reserve a
chunk of land for the residents of Digawana.
Land boards in our constituency are the Mmathethe,
Maokane and Phitshane Land Boards. They have sent
me to you Minister to build offices for them because
they do not have office space and Honourable Makgato,
in Mmathethe they have even gone to the extent of
using clinic offices to keep their equipment. They
are occupying our space because their offices are
full and they cannot keep their records properly. This
negatively affects your office and even their security is
compromised.
Their other concern regards their welfare. They are
requesting you to consider putting up a Jojo tank at their
office. When there is no water in the area, most of them
cannot have water. When they raise their concerns to the
Main Land Board, they are told that there are no funds
and indeed that being true. As we are giving you the
2016/2017 Budget, please consider our land boards in
the South.
Our villages like Molapowabojang, Digawana and
Mmathethe are growing. So I request you to do land
servicing that I have been praising you for in those areas
as well. Take Mmathethe, Magoriadipitse, Maokane and
Molapowabojang. They need that as well. With those
comments, I thank you.
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): I thank you
Mr Chairperson. It seems Msholozi is not alone in
failing to read numbers. Sorry Honourable Minister.
MR CHAIRPERSON: What are you saying Honourable
Kgoroba? You are in Parliament of Botswana.
MR KGOROBA: I withdraw Mr Chairperson. Mr
Chairperson, I do not think there is any other constituency
that has challenges of land like Mogoditshane. I have
been listening to Honourable Madigele talking about 14
years. In Mogoditshane we are talking about 23 years
with no land allocations. Even though we understand that
being nearer to the city has exacerbated our problems,
we however believe that something can be done. We
started allocating to the people of Ledumadumane in
November-December where there was a hullabaloo.
I must congratulate you Honourable Minister for
responding the way you did. It is not like every time
your response will be 100 per cent, but we should
compliment your efforts. However, I must indicate that
after your response, there was turmoil…
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Point of Order! Mr Chairperson,
should the Honourable Member be standing the ‘tsotsi
style’ like that in Parliament, holding his waist?
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Laughter...
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgoroba, I do
not know what that means. Stand like an Honourable
Member of Parliament.
MR KGOROBA: Mr Chairperson, request Honourable
Olopeng to withdraw. I do not know what ‘tsotsi style’
means.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Olopeng, I do
not know what you mean by ‘tsotsi style’. Do not
address another Honourable Member like that, you are
disturbing him.
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I
withdraw the ‘tsotsi style’, but he should not hold his
waist in Parliament.
MR KGOROBA: I am not the one who said Honourable
Olopeng should come from Mambatha. Honourable
Minister, there is turmoil in Ledumadumane. I urge you
to think this through. We grew up in extended families
and that is the case also in Ledumadumane as there are
children who were raised by family members other than
their parents, and right now one of the disturbing issues
is that those people are denied a right to where they grew
up, where they knew all along that it is their home and
they are like a child who was raised in a home and when
the inheritance cattle are shared, that child would not be
given not even two cattle. I request you to look into that.
Going back to Nkoyaphiri in Mogoditshane, there is a
huge area that is not yet developed there. I am aware
that there were agreements which were made with the
owners of those fields. I believe that when we agreed
on the Land Policy last year, one of the things that we
agreed on was that it seems like the owners did not
support the idea of being compensated with money. We
had consultations to see if we could do like we did in
Ledumadumane, maybe it will be wise to compensate
them with residential plots to speed up the negotiation
process. The fields in Nkoyaphiri are many and big and
as a result they could be used to solve the issue of land
shortage. I believe we could use the same arrangement
even with the Mogoditshane land going down to
Metsimotlhabe, by so doing they would be able to come
up with a mutual conclusion with the government. You
should consider this one Minister.
The other one is whereby we fill up spaces in the area.
Minister we have stopped this system but I believe in
the near future it will be reinstated. Mogoditshane
constituents have sent me, we are aware that there is a
60 per cent quota for Mogoditshane residents and 40 per
cent for those who come from other areas; we believe
that the arrangement will apply in the next allocations
if land is available. We however request that with the
vacant spaces that are around the area, you should only
give them strictly to the residents of Mogoditshane. We
have a problem with the people who only come here to
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invest in Mogoditshane. A situation whereby a person
comes to Mogoditshane to build residential houses for
rental and leaves. Normally when we have problems
with that particular yard maybe if the yard is not cleaned
we encounter problems when we want to locate the
owner. We therefore advise that you give those plots to
the residents of that area so that it could be easy to locate
them if there is need.
I heard you talking about youth privilege. I appreciate
the idea, it is good to have youth privilege but you
should look into it as well because like I said earlier,
somebody applied for a plot at 23 years in 1993 and
now she is 46 years and he has not been given a plot.
Then when you give our youth privilege you give them
plots whereas their parents do not have plots. So as
we are busy advocating for the youth morespecially in
Mogoditshane you should bear in mind that it has been
ages since we have allocated plots. How many people
have we denied an opportunity to build in Mogoditshane,
we have to balance those privileges with their parents
who have been in the list for more than 23 years.
The other thing Honourable Minister is that we do not
have an update on the backlog. The last time it was close
to 140 000. We however know that due to the new policy
of one man one plot, most people will be removed from
the list. We therefore want the latest update.
I want to commend you on the Instalment Purchase
Scheme and the return of the Tenant Purchase Scheme, it
is a good initiative and we are grateful for it. The problem
is that this government likes introducing programmes
whereas majority of you are computer illiterate and
these schemes are accessed through computers. You
will find that corruption done in these schemes happen
in computers and it becomes a problem if the people
are computer illiterate. Our officers are literate they can
manipulate the system and then in the long run when we
realise that it is a challenge we discontinue the schemes
again. I am therefore saying we should get software that
will be difficult to manipulate. We should avoid using
the software that is easily manipulated; whereby you can
just award tenders to friends. We should shop around for
the companies that are well established internationally
so that we do not have to deal with the challenges of
computer manipulation.
We do not want such challenges, as you are saying you
are taking Botswana forward, you should be doing that
indeed. You should refrain from awarding your friends
and families tenders. If you do that you will not be
taking the country forward. Our intention is to take it
forward as well but you are doing the opposite by not
considering some of the things that are holding you
back. I thank you Mr Chairman.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Thank
you very much Mr Chairman. I promise you five minutes
to give time to others. I want to start by congratulating
my Honourable colleague and telling him that I agree
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with his request and also to thank him for the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) houses. In my constituency
we have benefitted from ESP with the 25 units which
were launched by our President in Machaneng. My
Constituents are happy and they want to know when
you are coming for the second launch. I just have a few
things that are specific to my constituency. My specific
area of interest is affirmation of borders. As you know
Honourable colleague we border South Africa, largely
along the Limpopo River. One of the issues that have
made my constituents extremely unhappy is the lack of
access into the river. Historically, we have had access
but lately we do not and we do not because they believe
that some of the farmers there or the farms there have
extended themselves legally or otherwise, or not so
legally, according to them, and therefore denying them
access into the river. It is a very hot potato. I am hoping
that as you look at this you will be looking at verification
of the borders of those farms so that we can have access.
Where we do not have access completely, their request
is that you find a way and I do not know how, to allow
them to have access into the river because they believe
it is something that has come from those many years ago
and that they miss severely. Some would even like to do
fishing in the river.
Again as a result of these farms we have a shortage of
grazing land. The villages that have been affected by this
issue are Chadibe, Mokobeng le Machaneng. The do not
have extension space and they believe it is because we
have given the foreigners the farms and that is why they
do not have where they can graze their cattle. It is an area
that I have engaged with you before but I will continue
to do so, as they say, when someone is determinedly
looking for something they never give up.
My third point again with reference to constituency
is that please tell your land board in Sefhare to fast
track issuance of commercial plots. I think there has
been a little bit of a backlog. We also want them to
apply themselves and find a way in which they can
accommodate a new trend. We have got highways, for
instance, the highway from Martins Drift to Palapye, we
now need service stops as sometimes they are confined
into saying that that area was zoned for fields and
therefore they cannot allocate if for a business venture.
We are going to be having the same issue with the
coming of Ms Tshireletso’s road that she will be giving
us; that road will come all the way from Bobonong
through Machaneng through Parr’s Halt through
Makwate all the way onto the A1. We naturally need
services along that line. So, we are saying they must find
ways in which they can accommodate us.
In a number of villages; Ramokgonami, Tumasera,
Seleka and a few more, un-serviced plots, the villages
have expanded, and we find that we are there, and we do
not have all the necessary services that go with the plots
that have been allocated.
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We do have one or two issues pertaining to Turnkey
projects of Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) they are
not dismountable, I am sure if you look, you will find
that it is something that you can assist us with.
I think with those few, I just stood to highlight issues
pertaining to my constituency, and be democratic as a
woman of the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP), and
give others a chance to speak.
MR BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. These days you seem to take more
notice of me…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS...murmurs...
MR BILLY: You seem to appreciate me….
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...murmurs...
MR BILLY: Maybe my looks are improving.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are becoming goodlooking.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You should speak for
five minutes.
MR BILLY: I will try to be fast to give others a chance.
I will like to focus on issues that affect Francistown.
The Ministry of Lands and Housing in Francistown
is struggling and as a result the residents do not get
services and resources on time. This concerns me most.
This is why I am in support of the funds that have
been allocated to this Ministry but my only concern is
whether they will be able to come up with the services
that meet my expectation.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS...murmurs...
MR BILLY: If you are attentive, you will realise that
these personnel…
MR CHAIPERSON: Order! Honourable Billy, hold
on, it is too noisy, I cannot hear you.
MR BILLY: It is Honourable Tshireletso.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS...murmurs...
MR CHAIRPERSON: I do not know what is
happening.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are accusing me
falsely Honourable.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...murmurs...
MR CHAIRPERSON: Can you please lower your
voices Honourable Members.
MR BILLY: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I was saying
the staff is based in the Francistown Region therefore
if more offices are opened in the nearby towns and
villages this could accelerate the services to get to the
people faster.
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Secondly, offices for this department are found in
different parts of the town; some are found at Game
while some are in Ntshe House; I wish there could
one shop in which when you want services, you will
not be frustrated by moving from one place to another
especially in this heat and rains.
Another matter is the land service in Gaborone which
is not progressing well because we only have technical
service officers in Gaborone. It is high time the
technical service officers are engaged in other places
like Francistown to bring services to people who need
them.
Francistown Residents recently suggested that the
transport unit of this Ministry be moved from Gaborone
and to other centres to try and make it faster for the
services to get to the people. For example; it takes
longer for a car to get fixed. I know of one particular
Land Cruiser that has broken down over three months
ago and nothing has been done even though it only needs
just a small part. Having a transport unit in Francistown,
could assist in situations like this one.
Francistown has long had a Central Business District
(CBD). We have a new and an old CBD. In this new
CBD there are some plots that have already been
allocated. Some plots have been bought by some
Batswana at very high prices; 500 square metres being
sold for P1.7 million. As a result the person who bought
this plot ends up selling it to foreigners because they
have better finances than us and are in a better position
to later develop that plot. I am glad we are taking the
youth into consideration but if by some luck they are
able to buy this kind of plot, they will sell it. My point
is; if a plot of 500 square metres could be divided into
four equal plots of 1, 250 square metres it could easily
be shared amongst the youth. My reason for this is the
Minister of Youth Sports and Culture would like to see
the youth having successful businesses in Francistown.
I would not finish without talking about the residents
of Minestone who are the longest residing people in
Francistown. Honourable Minister I think you should
consider giving these residents a turnkey because they
cannot afford to buy the Botswana Housing Corporation
(BHC) houses. I believe most of them have a lease that
allows them to have rented those houses for such long
time.
In conclusion there is a backlog of plot allocation in
Francistown. The plots were last allocated in 1999 and
this situation could lead to people resorting to being
squatters like they did in the early….
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Can you please speak
Setswana. What do you mean by ‘squatter’?
MR BILLY: If we continue with the backlog of
allocating plots, this will invite back the issue of squatters
that we experienced in the 1990’s in areas like Somerset
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and Satelite. I am concerned because my neighbouring
squatters had very tough living conditions. This is why
I think this Ministry should be given these funds and
they should be increased in the budget year 2017/2018.
Thank you.
MR ARONE (OKAVANGO): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. Just very quickly Honourable Minister, I
want to believe you still remember because at least you
have had an opportunity to tour the region of Ngamiland,
and you are aware of the challenges that we are having
in that area. To start with, Honourable Minister, your
Ministry took a decision to convert part of our tribal land
into state land, more especially what we have deemed as
land bank or the identified tourism sites. That decision
Honourable Chairperson has not gone down well with
communities in Ngamiland because you are fully aware
you never consulted those communities.
The conversion on tribal land into state land Honourable
Minister simply means that no local or indigenous
person would be able to access such kind of land
because Botswana Tourism Organisation (BTO) is
saying such pieces of land in the land bank are going up
for tendering. That is a technical way of shutting out the
local communities in Ngamiland for attaining land for
tourism purposes. At the same time, the Land Boards or
your Ministry also emphasise the right to land; people
to register areas that they used to occupy. In Ngamiland,
the settlement pattern was defined by the delta itself
because of the necessity of water, people lived along
the delta. Now as water was provided in some parts of
the delta, people moved out and now the delta has been
declared a World Heritage Site. The Okavango Delta
Management Plan (ODMP) Report also came up with
some recommendations which defined the area as having
a sensitive ecological system. But the interpretation of
the Land Boards as we speak now, when people apply
for land along the delta, they are told the law does not
allow them to allocate land in such kind of places. I
would like to request for your assistance Honourable
Minister that let us help the Land Boards to understand
what the ODMP recommendations meant. They never
said in any way that land cannot be allocated but what
the recommendations said was that people allocated
land along the delta should be mindful of the sensitivity
of the environment. Now the whole thing is being
used to deny our people their rightful land Honourable
Minister. But what is surprising Honourable Minister
is that though that explanation is given to the local
communities, our counterparts, more especially from
the white communities, continue to be given such kind
of prime land over the local communities. I would like
your Ministry to look into that.
We have long called on your Ministry to come up with
a land administration strategy which would define
activities found in different areas. This thing of saying
we can keep our domestic animals, we can plough or
have our fields in the same places, have tourism or

ORGANISATION 1800 – MINISTRY OF LANDS
AND HOUSING -Committee of Supply
wildlife in the same place is not working for us. Our
people are being impoverished because the Tourism
Sector is now undermining other economic sectors,
more especially with huge numbers of elephants in
those areas Mr Minister, something that you saw as you
visited the area.
I want to agree with the Minister of Health on the backlog
of business plots. What we are told in Ngamiland is that
there is suspension of some sort. Land Boards are still
doing some study or investigation, and we do not know
what they are investigating but it has been on-going
for the past two years. People are not being allocated
business plots. We want your intervention Honourable
Minister in that regard. We do not want to sound like we
are repetitive on what other members have said.
Land servicing; I hope you will recall that in each
and every Kgotla that you visited in Okavango and
in Ngamiland, people were complaining about land
servicing. Your Land Boards have allocated land in
the layouts but there are no services there and we are
expecting people to develop such kind of plots, how,
we do not know. But at the same time, you are saying
you have a period that when people have not developed,
they risk losing such kind of land.
The conversion; let me emphasise one thing under
the conversion Honourable Minister. Just last week, I
posed a question to this Parliament about communities,
more especially community trusts which through the
Community Based Natural Resources Management
(CBNRM) programme were meant to believe that
they have access to the utilisation of resources around
them. But with this convention they strongly believe
that their powers have been taken away from them. As
we speak now, there are community trusts that are not
in operation, people have lost employment, there is no
business going on because of the confusion around the
signing of leases. We request your Ministry to intervene
Honourable Minister and attend to such.
I want to thank you that you continue to pronounce
that there is commitment in trying to address land
issues in relation to young people in this country. But
at the end of the day, the turnaround time, though the
policy stipulates that it shall be done at a faster pace,
we continue to see a number of delays in such kind of
approach in helping young people to acquire pieces of
land. My last plea Honourable Minister is that let us
develop specific policies for different regions because
when you look at Ngamiland, Tswapong, Kgalagadi,
we all have different needs and values but we have one
policy trying to address land issues in this country. To me
it is a little bit problematic. That is why the Land Policy
as we speak now does not recognise Molapo Farming
which is very, very critical to the economic livelihoods
of our people, and they are told that they cannot be given
land certificates. In doing such Honourable Minister, it
then denies them a lot of opportunities that benefit other
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people on the other side of the land. With those few
remarks Mr Chairperson, I thank you.
MR MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. Let me indicate that I support my colleague
Honourable Maele’s request but let me highlight the
points I am most thankful for. Minister I would like to
commend your Ministry in the issue of national location
addresses, I think this is a huge step which places
Botswana at par with other countries and follow through
the global system. I think the lives of Batswana will now
become easier in terms of communications whereby an
address can be searched by plot as you intend to do, it
is a very good initiative, and I must congratulate your
Ministry for that.
Let me also commend you Minister on the issue of land
registration regarding your administration, your officers
are doing a good job. I see that in my constituency,
officers from your Ministry; Land Board come time and
again to brief my office about its progress. I am very
much impressed about its progress, so I must commend
you for it.
Another one I need to commend you on Minister is that
you are in the process of servicing land and villages
surrounded by farms. I realise that as we travel on
Parliament business there are some villages which
have serious shortage of land and having no chance
of the village growing. Areas like Ghanzi, Kgalagadi,
Tlokweng and Ramotswa, are such areas that need
immediate attention although you also mentioned
several others. The situation in those areas is not a good
one and do what you can and including buying land
from owners so that people can be able to get land.
I was commending you but now I would like to touch
on those issues that do not please me. In my area there
is a place called the Pilane industrial area. It has been
30 years since we were promised that developments
will be brought to Pilane but up to now the land remains
without any development. Honourable Minister if
developed that industrial area could take the load off
Gaborone because business people could set up in
Pilane and supply Gaborone. It has been many years
and I request that in your response Minister, you should
tell the people of Mochudi the progress regarding land
in Pilane especially when I see that newly established
areas are getting developed. If you can see the size of
the land that is being serviced in Palapye you would
be surprised and I am not saying that it is wrong but
in the same vein areas like Mochudi which have long
been requesting for developments are left behind. If the
land could be attended to then it would create jobs for
people in Mochudi because most of them do not have
jobs, which is really sad.
One other point that I want you to talk about is with
regards to the land boards Minister. When the procedure
of choosing Land Board members was changed and they
had to apply we were hopeful. We hoped that people
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with skills and knowledge and those who can run the
land boards properly will apply. It was not to be and
in fact the current situation is even worse than when
people used to choose members at the Kgotla where
people would be asked to queue behind their preferred
candidate. Currently it is worse because the land boards
make the wrong decisions that even the lay man is able
to see that.
Let me focus on my area because I am not sure about
the other areas. The Kgatleng land board has placed my
constituent under very difficult circumstances and you
can find situations where the same piece of land can be
allocated twice. I remember one incident where this 95
years old woman who unfortunately has now passed
away had an issue with the land board because it had
allocated someone her field. She brought all the proof
that it was her land including witnesses but the land
board stood adamant that even the other person who had
been allocated the field deserved it as well. Such things
do not show professionalism at all when it comes to the
Land Boards.
I can also cite one other case that is really sad; there
is someone who subdivided their plot and turned the
other side into a business plot. When he was getting the
papers for ownership organised he erroneously left out
the residential plot. I do not know if he did that out of
ignorance or he thought he would get around to it and
conversion to a different land use was accepted. The
owner then entered into an agreement with another
individual and the person built on his land which he
had leased out to him. The Land Board now wants to
seize the land form the owner and give it to this other
individual who rented it. The papers are there and the
agreement that was signed is also there and they are
refusing to listen simply because the old man overlooked
including the residential plot under him. The Land
Board is sending him from pillar to post. You can just
see that there is no careful consideration when it comes
to these kinds of decisions, there is no rationale and one
may wonder if the Land Boards are serious about doing
their job.
I suggest that you look into these issues because at times
cases are delayed on purpose until the years pass and
some eventually die. When that happens then it means
that nothing will be done about the issue. The Land Board
will then do whatever it wants with people’s resources.
You should really pay attention to these issues.
It is worse when it comes to my area and I do not believe
that there is any other area that experiences the same
issues when it comes to the Land Board. Please talk to
your land Boards Minister. I shall leave the remaining
two minutes. Thank you.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Thank you Mr
Chairman. I should start off by indicating that I support
the request for funds submitted by … (Interruptions)…
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I request you protection Mr Chairman, the people I
represent cannot hear what I am saying.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, it is not only them; I cannot
hear you as well. Please lower your voices Honourable
Members.
MR MABEO: Thank you Mr Chairman. I should begin
by expressing that I support the request by the Ministry
of Lands and Housing. I should commend the Minister
for the good job that they are doing in my constituency.
I would like to talk about a village called Ramaphatle.
The village was declared two years ago and I am
happy that your officials did not waste time and they
immediately ensured that all those people who had
long settled there are given their certificates. There are
those who still have not got theirs though and perhaps
your officers could ensure that they do. They have
complained about not having certificates and we all
know that their generations have long lived there and
therefore their concerns are legitimate. I would like to
then talk about my constituency in general and express
that there are those areas that you will need to ensure
that you deliver services to as soon as possible. You will
find that people in those areas access services very far
and that discourages them from developing their plots
and so I would be very happy if you could pay attention
to that issue especially where the villages extend to. You
find a situation where people have no water, electricity
and roads in areas like Thamaga and I request that you
ensure that they get those. I also want to show gratitude
for the project that we undertook together with your
Ministry. If you go to places like Block 7 and Block
8 you will see red post office boxes. It is a campaign
we are doing together with my colleague, which is
called the National Location Addresses. Let us continue
with it Sir, Batswana are embracing it. You are doing a
great job. We will be there to ensure that these projects
become a success. The officers who work at the post
office are busy putting up these boxes so that people do
not have to follow their mail at the post office; it would
rather be delivered to them. It is a project which we are
piloting. If it can be successful in twelve months, we
shall then roll it out to other constituencies.
Still on that note Mr Chairperson, there is an issue
in Thamaga Honourable Minister, concerning land
which the Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC)
even dialogued with Bakgatla at the Kgotla about. It
seems there is still confusion with regard to the final
agreement which was made. I know we once had a
private conversation about it Honourable Minister, and
you told me you were coming. Let me encourage you
to meet the leadership so that you solve this issue. It
is a huge chunk of land, and in the last meeting which
was held at the Kgotla, it seemed no one knew exactly
what was agreed on. What I believe is that BHC should
be having a record of what really transpired and what
was agreed on. That thing should not in any way bring
conflict to Bakgatla.
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I am grateful for the way you are responding with regard
to places which people are migrating to, to go and make
a livelihood; it means land is needed for them to have
accommodation. I think the effort you are making is
quite visible, and we really have to commend you for the
fact that last time you took us to Honourable Makgato’s
constituency where you showcased houses that were
built through the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP). This shows that the BDP (Domkrag) government
is living up to the promises they gave Batswana when
they asked them to vote them back into power; indeed
we are doing what the assignment pronounces.
Lastly, so that I reserve a bit of time for my colleagues to
say something as well; there is another issue Honourable
Minister which I would like to thank you for, that you
are continuing to ensure that computerisation is taking
place at your offices. In the past one would submit an
application and by the time they try to make a follow up
on it, no one would know where it is. Now I trust you
are moving toward improving Sir; the complaints which
kept coming frequently I believe will be significantly
reduced.
I also want to appreciate the fact that the turnaround
time for you to assist Batswana would be significantly
reduced. Thank you Madam Chairperson.
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
MS BATHOBAKAE (TLOKWENG): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Before getting into the Minister’s
request, although I agree that he should be given these
funds he is requesting for; I have to say a voice is
coming from Tlokweng. Batlokwa are lamenting, they
are saying you are not visiting them. They have long
requested to see you; even when I came to Parliament
I made a request that you should go and address
Batlokwa. They are lamenting about land, and they are
saying you should come and address them on certain
issues they want you and them to iron out. Even up until
now Honourable Minister you haven’t gone there. I am
begging you with a voice of a woman, my lord, please
go to Tlokweng. What are you afraid of? What are you
afraid of in Tlokweng?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MS BATHOBAKAE: Honourable Minister I am
talking about the issue of land. You know Tlokweng is
a very small place. I am grateful for the fact that you
have included us in the places or areas for which you
are going to find pieces of land from the freehold farms
which are near us. If you could do that Honourable
Minister, Batlokwa would be very grateful although
they are not quite happy with you. Do you know that
for people to find residential plots in Tlokweng, we
are moving towards farming lands? For us those lands,
we are sharing them with our livestock. As you know
that there are places like Letlapeng, Batlokwa have
been shifted from their lands so that plots would be
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demarcated from there, to give them residential plots.
Our cattle have now run away from Letlapeng, they are
roaming in Riverwalk looking for chips because there
is no land. Do as much as you can Honourable Minister
so that residential plots could be acquired from freehold
farms that are near us.
I also want to talk about the compensation when this
land is taken; these lands are turned into residential plots
for Batlokwa. Concerning this compensation, we have
been complaining a lot with regard to these lands which
have been repossessed. As you have mentioned that
the guidelines have been taken to the leadership so that
they look into them, let this be attended to as quickly
as possible so that the compensation amount could
be increased, to enable people to buy other plots for
themselves, rather than leaving them there with nothing.
Honourable Minister, I am very grateful for the Youth
Housing Scheme. These days Honourable Members,
parents die and leave their children behind, and the
relatives who remain fight for those parents’ belongings
and the children would have nowhere to go. Just as there
has been Housing Scheme like this, I would be very
happy if the children could be helped relating to these
troublesome issues of accommodation.
The other issue is with regard to the Land Policy. Let
me thank you because at Tlokweng Land Board, the
implementation is progressing well. A waiting list is
there. As you all know, in the past we had no waiting
list in Tlokweng and it was absolutely chaotic. Now
what we are requesting Honourable Minister is that you
should build us a Record Keeping Storeroom. Give us
the ESP funds so that we would build it as quickly as
possible because the waiting list requires us to have
room where files can be kept. If you could do that for us
we could be very happy.
On the issue of servicing of land, the chunk of land that
we have at Letlapeng, the one you took from the farmers
last time; please assist concerning those plots; they
should be serviced so that Batswana would be allocated
land there to reduce the number on the waiting list. With
those remarks Honourable Minister, I believe that you
will be given the funds you requested. Thank you.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you very Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Madam Chairperson. Let
me also thank you so much for having finally picked
me because I have been standing up many times. Let
me straight away deliver what the people of Gabane and
Mmankgodi have sent me to say.
Let me start by saying, Honourable Minister I have heard
your request, I can also see it. Let me thank you for the
fact that last year when I called you, you yielded and
came to the constituency to go and hear directly from
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the people. Let me just remind you that they are still
waiting for you. The challenges that they told you about
are still there. Honourable Minister, the complaints that
I have taken to your office which depict the challenges
of land that we have in my constituency of GabaneMmankgodi or Kweneng, I had actually expected that as
you have written a significant amount for land servicing,
which is P45 million, you have listed Kweneng, I want
to assume this will cover my constituency because it
falls under Kweneng District because waiting list is still
at 140 000, because they are still sorting out those who
applied in February 1993. Applications take up to 20
years to be attended to. For soldiers who retire at 45, if
they apply for those plots, they get allocated when they
have already retired and that means they will not be able
to get financial assistance anywhere. They continue to
rent houses for accommodation. I would therefore like
to urge you to act hastily on this issue in my constituency
to service plots.
There is land and I am happy that you have mentioned
the issue of compensation because people have been
hesitant to give their land due to lack of compensation.
If the proposed submitted compensation will be
reasonable enough, we would be grateful for that and
we would even be free to give you any piece of land that
you will request for in our area. I believe the reason why
people are still hesitant to give you their land is because
the compensation is too little and the cost of living on
the other hand is not favourable for them.
The other issue that I am worried about is that the youth
in Gabane –Mmankgodi do not have plots especially for
business. Even the Honourable Minister of Youth, Sport
and Culture has seen how the situation is and agrees that
indeed there is no land reserved for young people and
he has proposed that if we could identify some piece
of land, they will be able to construct factories which
young people will rent for their business. Now that can
only happen if we can be allocated that piece of land.
If I were to cite an example, in Mankgodi, we have a
lot of young people who have brilliant business ideas
but because of lack of land, they are stuck. These plots
are e-marked and are applied for but that is not the case
with us but the youth in Mankgodi do not have any other
business activity to engage in.
We really need to be considered for business plot
allocation because a lot of young people have much
interest in venturing into that but there is nothing they
can do due to unavailability of land. I receive a lot of
requests on daily basis in my office and I guess you can
attest to that as well because you heard that the other day
when you were with us.
The other issue that is worrisome is that of one man one
plot. I still maintain that we need to come up with a clear
definition of what it entails because if I wait for twenty
years to be allocated a plot, then get married. If I happen
to divorce a wealthy woman like Mma Makgato, where
will I go?
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter !)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: That means I will be back
to square one again. Therefore let us define the borders
of this policy. I was touched by a situation where there
was a family of six siblings, the older one was married
and could not be allocated a plot. Now the younger ones
were allocated, this one got divorced and now she is
stranded without a plot.
Lastly, I would like to talk about the issue of records
which is very critical because we have cases where
applications which have been submitted 10 years ago
were misplaced. Let us improve on that, last year you
promised me that you are doing something. I believe
the money that I am agreeing to for your Ministry
will include my constituency to improve records
management in Mogoditshane land board.
Now coming to land servicing; we have been stuck in
our area, there is no land servicing because we have
some piece of land which just needs to be serviced. With
that, I rest my case.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Madam Chairperson for rescuing me. Let me
commend the Honourable Minister for the good efforts
that he is making in trying to avail the land to Batswana
throughout the country. However I must also draw his
attention to grey areas. One of the areas is Boteti, it is
a grey area in terms of land availability to the locals,
especially farming land. I would like to state to you
Honourable Minister that someone was talking about
state land. We have state land in Boteti called Boteti
state land. At some point that land was assessed for the
purpose of tribalising it. So tribalisation of Boteti state
land can help a lot of farmers in the area. As you know
we are between the corridors of Central Kalahari Game
Reserve (CKGR) and Makgadikgadi National Park, so
we do not have sufficient land. You are very much aware
Minister that Boteti is a hub for farming, especially
livestock. It is attracting each and every Motswana from
every corner of this country.
What I want you to do is to make an impact assessment
of land after allocation…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure. Madam
Chairperson kindly be observant enough to accord us
the opportunity to respond to Ministers submissions
because they are the applicants. If you give them more
chances, it will be as good as responding to their own
submissions.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No I have taken note
of that but they are Members of Parliament as well.
Proceed Honourable Tsogwane, he has eaten on your
time for nothing.
MR TSOGWANE: I thank you, I thought maybe today
he would talk about the opposition because they are
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the ones who got lot of slots. Let me say, Minister pay
attention to Boteti state land with the view to try and
tribalise it, augment land for the people. As I have said
Boteti is a hub for livestock farming and it has attracted
each and every individual. There is no single area in
Botswana where an individual does not have a farm in
Boteti. I want you to embark on an impact assessment
after the allocation of all the farms in Boteti to find how
the allocation has impacted on the local communities.
Allocation of land can do two things, it can avail land
to the people and it can also displace individuals if
you are not very careful. I think what has taken place
in Boteti is displacement of individual farmers by
indiscriminate allocation of farm land when farms are
demarcated. This is going to create a serious problem
for future generations, those who will be interested in
farming because they will never find any land. It is in
your interest to make an impact assessment of all the
allocations made so far concerning farm land.
Minister, let me also reiterate what Honourable Member
for Okavango has said, the freezing of allocation of plots.
Minister, you know that if it takes too long it impacts
negatively on the economy of this country and on
individuals’ welfare. I think when you freeze allocation
of land please, make sure that you have a time frame
because if it goes on and on, then it impacts negatively
on the people. In the Rakops and Letlhakane area, for
a long time there has been this exercise of frozen land
allocation, so you must also take that into consideration.
Land servicing; what you are doing is a good thing but
all I will appeal to you Minister is that, you must look
into areas where you have allocated un-serviced land.
That is where you must start because people have not
developed their plots especially in Letlhakane and some
other places. Since those plots have been allocated out
of desperation, they have been allocated un-serviced
land. If you are to start minimal land servicing, you
better target those places first so that these people can
develop their plots.
You should also take in to consideration the fact that
you are likely to repossess those plots on the basis of
not having been developed simply because plots were
allocated un-serviced in these areas. I think it would be
a good thing for you to look into that area and make
sure that you start with those plots especially in the
Letlhakane area as I have said. I know a lot of plots in
the Tawana area were allocated un-serviced up to today.
I know that there is that assumption that some people
are able to develop plots but people do not have the
same economic status. There are those who can risk to
develop, there are those who cannot afford to develop
when areas are not serviced.
The other area Minister is to look into this Self Help
Housing Agency (SHHA) component. For a long time
employees have been waiting in anticipation, looking
forward to the SHHA Scheme that will include the
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people at D4 salary scale. You have been taking quite
some time to develop the guidelines. So, if you can come
with those guidelines, that would help a lot Minister.
I know you are on the way, you are developing those
guidelines, but the earlier the better because every time
you are questioned on that.

order if we do not request the Honourable Minister to
withdraw the words because actually I do not know him
and therefore I cannot hate him. I do not understand why
the Minister says I do not like him. I think those are too
harsh and extreme words. May I request that you ask
him to withdraw.

My last point Minister is on the issue which I know you
are also dealing with but you need to hasten to complete
that exercise, of processing of title deeds to ease and
make it cost effective. Our people are unable to develop
their plots today because they are unable to process title
deeds because it is a costly exercise, where you have to
involve the legal brains and you know the legal brains
in this country are very, very expensive. If you engage
attorneys then you have a problem. I think that exercise
of trying to ease the processing of title deeds will help a
lot of Batswana. Having said that, let me spare this time
although I am doing it reluctantly. Thank you Madam
Chairperson.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, I have not heard him
say that. Did he say that?

MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Let me take this time to thank Honourable Minister and
his staff for a job well done. I am grateful for…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Madam
Chairperson, I am starting to get concerned, I am not
sure whether this House is in order with respect to how
you choose us to speak. I was seated here yesterday
when Honourable Olopeng was speaking, I am still
seated even now and he is still speaking. Assist us
please!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I am assisting you. Sit
down. I told you about the system that we follow. Again
you have not been in the House and you are not even
on the list.
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
I know that Honourable Salakae does not like me, he
just came in. I am grateful that when you came in that
ministry, you and your staff worked very hard to correct
some things.
I must commend you for the initiative that Land Board
staff should have monthly meetings…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR OLOPENG: One of the things that contributed to
long queues in land application is that the Land Board
staff did not have monthly meetings as is the case right
now…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR OLOPENG: The Tonota residents have sent me
with a message for you that…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. I believe that this House risks being out of
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR OLOPENG: Thank you. Tonota residents asked
me to convey a message to you that they are very
grateful for the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP)
because you managed to service some plots which have
been a pain to them. Now…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Madam
Chairperson, I believe that whatever we say in this
House is recorded in the Hansard. The Honourable
Minister says, I do not like him, if he does not withdraw,
they will be reflected in the Hansard, otherwise let us
bring it.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, Honourable Member,
it is not the first time such words are uttered. No one has
come here to be liked. I do not see anything wrong when
a person says I do not like you and it does not have to
pain you, no. No ways!
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Madam Chairperson. I
thank you for the good job that you did by listening and
responding to the challenges of the youth. Right now as
I speak to you Honourable Minister, I am grateful that
you resolved that in allocating land, the applications of
the youth should be responded to promptly. The other
thing is that you have agreed that they should be given
open spaces for use, that when they spot them, they
could be offered for them to build either permanent
or temporary structures. Honourable minister, the way
you are supporting the ministry of youth, sport and
culture, you deserve an applause, you are indeed a hard
worker especially that you have come up with the Youth
housing scheme. This is to show where you are headed
as a Ministry, and I would like to thank your Ministry
for that. You have a hardworking team who know the
government procedures, that when it comes to the lives
of the people especially the youth, as the incoming
leadership that they should have land, own industrial or
business plots. Madam Chairperson, I know that there
are some Members who wish to comment on this issue
and I may not be selfish, let me just conclude by saying
that…
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): Elucidation. I just wanted to
say that it is befitting to the Minister of Lands and
Housing to be applauded because since he assumed
office together with his team, all those complaints about
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land have come to an end. Therefore it means that the
Botswana Democratic Party mandate of seeing to it that
we manage and account for all the concerns, to a point
of the opposition parties applauding us on a job well
done; Honourable Bathobakae said that in Tlokweng
the complaint rate has dropped. I just wanted for the
Honourable Minister to conclude on this point, and not
leave it out.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Inaudible.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You look wonderful
Madam.
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Madam Chairperson
because what the Mother of the House has just said is
a fact, that is why I am applauding the Minister and
his team because they are in a government of Policies
which cares for the lives of people in this good manner.
Before I sit down, Honourable Minister, please consider
the change of land use issue. There are those areas
which we find in the middle of our villages and those
are farms which have been there and the village has
developed to cover that area then a person may want to
change to either a multi residential or into a commercial
land, and again being so viable and well positioned, but
because the policy appears to be rigid, if I may say that,
it appears to be difficult to do so Honourable Minister.
I implore you to consider that and look into it. We find
that in Gaborone for example there are areas where
people could be millionaires in just one day if they
were to convert their farm land into residential plots but
just that the policy does not allow for that it becomes
difficult. Where we have two sides, and the plots are just
separated by a road in between, this becomes difficult
for those in another side to convert their plots into
change of land because of this Policy. Let me give away
these four minutes. Thank you Madam Chairperson.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank
you Madam Chairperson. I would like to support the
budget proposal as presented in this House and that you
should be accorded the budget you want Honourable
Minister. I would like to say that since land is our core
need, this budget is way too low for this Ministry and
I agree with those who have said the budget for this
ministry should be increased looking at land issues so
that the Honourable Minister will be able to fully execute
the mandate of the Ministry; to develop and allocate
land to people. When we talk of Agriculture, it includes
land, and shelter, still falls under the jurisdiction of the
Honourable Minister, businesses as well. And therefore
we should not talk of corruption when allocate funds
as some of the people think. In Kweneng, we have a
waiting list dating back as far as before 2006. If you
could let me proceed, your Honour the Vice President,
I always give him a chance when he is on the floor…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I love you.
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DR MMATLI: Waiting list has more than 20 000
applicants. A part of this waiting list are the elderly, they
have been waiting for plots since. This is not a good
thing. I therefore support the Honourable Minister on the
issue that they want to speed up the issue to buy farms
from their owners. It is befitting for you Honourable
Minister to do that and for you to service that land and
allocate it to Batswana but at the same time considering
the residents if that particular area first. Honourable
Minister, as you take land from any tribal community,
let them be compensated equally to the development of
that land. We know that land is expensive and when one
buys a plot from those who sell, it is quite a huge sum
of money to get a plot but it is very disappointing for
government to compensate Batswana with an amount
that they cannot even buy a plot and develop with it. This
issue of just compensating Batswana with peanuts is not
a good thing. Land is a key aspect of every Motswana’s
life and therefore when one takes it, they have to heavily
compensate them for them to find a place to live after
that land.
There are areas which are occupied by squatters, where
those people have been there for years, only for them
to be told that they are squatters in that area, that is not
a good thing to do. Kweneng has Gatlhoka settlement
and has more than 500 people there, or over a thousand.
They have been there, their children commute to
Molepolole for school yet those people are still referred
to as squatters. They do not have access to water, they
have no access to any facility and the only thing they get
is the assistance from the social workers. I am grateful
for no one would lose their lives because of hunger.
They do not have resources just for being squatters in
that area yet that have been there just like we are from
our villages and we have never been squatters in our
villages. They are not the only ones, I am only citing
them as an example, Honourable Minister please attend
this issue for people to be called squatters yet they meet
a number which qualifies them to be recognised. Let
that place be sanctioned as their residence. And proper
allocation of plots should be done so that people can
stay there. People are coming from other places like
Gaborone and Molepolole and such people can be
allocated plots there. There is no land for “squatters”, it
is for the people.
There is a new Land Policy and wherever I hold
meetings, Bakwena ask me if it is true that a person
should have one plot…
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Look Honourable
Moswaane, whenever you finish talking, switch off your
microphone, otherwise this one does not become active.
Proceed.
MR MOSWAANE: I wanted to caution because I hear
a misleading statement that there is no land set aside
for “squatters”. I wanted to indicate that this is against
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the law and that statement can mislead the public.
Land belongs to the state and the public but not for the
squatters otherwise we will begin to see more squatters
coming up.

past, the youth were complaining that they have been
funded but do not have land on which to operate their
businesses and your Ministry addressed their concerns
to help the youth accordingly. We are thankful for that.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Proceed Honourable Dr
Mmatli.

What I can request from you Minister, amid the work that
you are doing, address the issue of squatters. Minister,
we seem to have this issue arising in Mahalapye. We
hear of such in places like Mmadipereta. Your officers
already know of this and they are following it and I
request you to hasten in your capacity as the Minister
to address it so that by the time they are endorsed and
allocated, we do not find homes where they are not
supposed to be.

DR MMATLI: Thank you Madam Chairperson. So,
my constituents indicated that the clause which says that
someone who has inherited a plot will not be allocated
a plot is not right. They have sent me to request you to
amend that clause and indicated that every Motswana
whether a man or a woman should have a right to one
plot, not inheriting it nor buying it.
Let me talk about land servicing of industrial plots.
There is shortage of land even in Mokwena. Where
there is land, there are no roads and water. Those
who have been allocated are in areas which are not
serviced. Minister, the President recently indicated that
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) is going to
focus on land servicing, so I request that this should
be done in Molepolole because many people come to
the Member of Parliament`s office. I am not talking of
Molepolole South only, Molepolole North too. When
you get to Borakalalo along the Lephephe road, there
are no developments yet people have been allocated
land, which means they have to make roads themselves.
In other places like the Honourable Member said,
land servicing include construction of roads, water
connections and storm water drainage but that is not
the case in our area. I request the Minister to use the
ESP to service industrial plots in Molepolole, and even
residential plots. Let us not allow people to make roads
and see how they position their corner posts. This is not
the time for people to be told to straighten their plots,
land should be serviced. I know in your answer that you
will mention that the economy is doing well, but that
should not only be felt by us.
There is the other issue of change of land use. People
are talking about it. There is a problem regarding change
of land use so that it can benefit them. I think that issue
should be revised so that their land can benefit them.
Thank you Madam Chairperson.
MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I nearly missed this opportunity.
Let me take this opportunity to thank the Minister. I
stand here to support your budget proposal that you have
presented to us. Honourable Minister, your works have
been evident; in my constituency in Mahalapye, your
officers are doing well. We had some confusion and
you came to clear it. We are thankful that even last year,
you came to converse with the people of Mahalapye. I
implore you to continue doing that Minister.
Firstly, let me be thankful for apprising us that you are
doing all you can to ensure that the youth have access to
land. In my constituency, I have already seen that. In the
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Minister, still in our constituency when constituencies
were assessed, there are areas at which you stopped
allocating land like in Tlapalamanong and Tewane
where the leadership had wished that people could
be allocated land. The Land Board looked at various
reasons and land allocations were halted in such areas.
Minister, address this and listen to people as they
continue applying for land.
We also have a concern of industrial plots in our
constituency. Mahalapye is a big village and has a
population of over 100 000 but allocation of industrial
plots is still lagging behind. Those who were lucky
and got allocated still have those undeveloped plots.
Minister, let your officers look at that and see which
industrial plots have not been developed. They are
holding us back in terms of developments.
Minister, you have also apprised us about Land
Administration, Procedures, Capacity and Systems
(LAPCAS). We are thankful for this programme. This
is a special programme and last year when you came
to Mahalapye to tell residents about it, they received
it so well and it is working. However, there are some
worries. Some plot owners cannot be found or they are
not coming forth to confirm that plots are theirs. So, I
urge your Ministry to hasten to take action in that regard
because there is something that can be done.
Just like we are still troubled by the Land Policy that
we recently passed, Dikgosi also still have a challenge
with abandoned homes. This programme should be
implemented so that issues that are raised through
Dikgosi are reduced and for them to be able to deal with
these issue of abandoned homes.
Furthermore, let me thank you for requesting funds to
fast track land servicing. We have a backlog of land
servicing in our constituency because your Ministry
was very responsive to people`s applications and ended
up allocating plots in areas that are not serviced. Land
servicing; Minister, when you start implementing
it you should consider the residential plots that you
have allocated us in Mahalapye. Areas such as Parwe,
Mahalapye South, West Mmokwe and Tewane; there are
no services in these areas.
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We have only put up the poles where there are no services.
I am therefore requesting that the implementation
should start in these areas where you have already
allocated residential plots so that they can start building
their houses.
I want to commend you for your Self Help Housing
Agency (SHHA) programme, the Turnkey project is
really working. I can take you to a number of houses
in Mahalapye where they have used this programme.
There are however challenges Minister, the contractors
who are hired to construct the SHAA Turnkey Projects
are very slow. They take four to five months to finish the
slab. The Coordinators should therefore make sure that
they monitor these contractors and encourage them to
meet their targets.
I want to also thank you for the Tenant Purchase Scheme
and say; as you are continuing to build Botswana
Housing Corporation (BHC) houses in our area we are
really going to benefit.
Minister I will also talk about housing maintenance;
you mentioned that you have been given housing
maintenance of 500 houses countrywide. I believe that
the money that you have been given is not enough.
In Mahalapye we have maintenance problems of
government houses. Currently we have more than 22
houses that are already dilapidated to an extent that they
are not being used. Some of them which are occupied
by the civil servants need maintenance. Maintenance is
very expensive Minister and we ask that you remember
us at all times.
The Land Boards are doing a good job. I urge you to
make sure that the Boards meet in the Sub Land Boards
monthly to solve some cases.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order!
Members on my right, you are talking.

Honourable

MR MOLEFE: With those words Mr Chairman I
conclude. I support the Minister’s budget. I thank you.
MR SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): I thank you Mr
Chairman. In the remaining four minutes I would like
to say to Honourable Olopeng that I grew up as God
fearing man and that I do not hate him. I like him just
like everybody. I also want to let you know that you are
doing better than any Minister of Sports that we have
ever had, not better than Mr Moeng Pheto of course.
Honourable Kgathi and the Chairperson were once in
those posts and I think truly speak there is no one…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are out of order! I
will make you sit down.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...

MR SALAKAE: No, I am telling the truth. I want to
correct the statement that was saying since the Minister
of Lands…
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Point of order. No surely
Madam Chairperson, the House is out of order if it is
now being turned into an appraisal forum...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MR KGATHI: I would like to ask the Honourable
Member that if he does not have anything to say for
this Ministry he can just sit down. We know that he is
recovering from the Sekoma tragedy.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are telling the truth
Honourable Minister.
MR SALAKAE: I am on the right track Madam
Chairperson…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! No! ...(laughter!)...
we are not referring to you. The Honourable Minister is
telling the truth.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Laughter)...
MR SALAKAE: I want to correct the statement that
was said by the Minister of Foreign Affairs that said
ever since Minister Maele became the Minister there are
no land issues anymore. Maybe it is only that they have
now changed how they respond to the applications. In the
past they would call everybody and that is why people
were complaining. The same thing can be compared to
a situation whereby you feel that the Ramotswa road is
bad and you decide to use the Kanye road. From there
you start telling people that the road is good whereas
you used the other one. We still have land issues. People
still need residential plots and grazing fields. Before I
could sit down Minister I would like to urge you to visit
Ghanzi village and pass by Kgaphamadi village. Those
people need compensation for their fields which were
taken by Botswana Housing Cooperation. If you are
not going to react to this issue I am going to continue
talking about it because as they say, when someone is
determinedly looking for something they never give
up. These are some of the things that I talked about in
2014 and 2015. I will continue reminding you Minister
that in Ghanzi there are people who were once allocated
plots and when BHC took these plots, they were never
compensated. I am pleading to you. You came up with
an initiative to build house for the less privileged but
now the challenge is the way you allocate plots, the
system is a bit poor.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister,
please respond to the debates.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): I thank you Madam Chairperson. I want
to thank the fifteen people who have debated. We
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appreciate it as the Ministry of Lands and Housing. Of
course thanks, but no thanks to Honourable Salakae
because he is the only one who said something quite
different. The other 14 indicated that we are doing a
good job of servicing Batswana well.
I want to quickly respond to all of them moreso that
most of their comments are similar. Honourable Ngaka
and others have talked about land servicing. I want to
state our plans on land servicing. Honourable Members,
like I always say in this Parliament, land servicing is
very expensive. What we have tried to do to improve
land servicing is what we call PPP. With this initiative
we will be requesting those who are independent to
assist in land servicing. We trust that this will really
help and will speed up land servicing. I am pleading for
cooperation and support from the Parliament in issues
of Land servicing. I want to explain that the Ministry of
Lands and Housing decided to table this idea before the
Cabinet. The Cabinet agreed that PPP land servicing is
the best option. I thought since the government cannot
afford to service the whole country, the independent
organisations could assist.
Honourable Ngaka also talked about Land
Administration Procedures, Capacity and Systems
(LAPCAS). He suggested that LAPCAS should finish
what it is doing because it has taken too long, it is slow.
In my report I stated that already we have surveyed
approximately 400 000. Our target was approximately
950 000, I believe that there is progress. About five Land
Boards are already far in terms of LAPCAS. I believe
that by April those Land Boards will have finished the
LAPCAS issue.
Honourable Members, the other one is about certificates;
he complained that one is unable to certify a certificate
from Motokwe at Letlhakane. The sad truth Honourable
Members is that people committing fraud, they forge
certificates then certify in some other place which
disadvantages other Batswana. That is why we say if the
certificate is from Motokwe since the file is at Motokwe,
go to Motokwe. However this will be a thing of the
past beginning of September as we are looking into
introducing a certificate with built in security features.
I think those who were forging certificates will fail
because we tried by all means to install security features
to prevent such criminal activity.
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Our Land Board system is that the borehole should be
three kilometres away from the lands, the problem now
is integrated farming; others changed the arable lands
into integrated farming. We define integrated farming as
fenced farming where there is crop-livestock production,
the problem of integrated farming is that those farmers
supply other farmers with water, that is the problem, that
farm has a borehole. Honourable Members we always
advice those who are into integrated farming to fence
their farms in order to confine their cattle and goats
but people do not listen. In fact they are now using this
integrated farming wrongly which is not its intention
because they are now supplying water to other farmers,
they sell water and this contributes to cattle escaping
and then destroy other people’s fields. Basically that
was not our intention.
Honourable Madigele, I think I heard your request about
Molapowabojang. At Gopong, I did promise you that I
will visit it Honourable Member. I take it that you were
reminding me, I think we will soon go to Gopong to
rectify that issue you raised.
I once visited Digawana; I know that there is some farm
in the East which we have to ask for so that we can
expand the village, I think we have heeded that one also.
The other complaint was about the welfare of Land
Board officers; we will take heed of it too Honourable
Member.
Honourable Kgoroba’s complaints are facts; it has been
a long time since we allocated plots at Mogoditshane.
However I disagree with Honourable Kgoroba on the
issue that when we take the farms we should allocate
to other family members who might be dependants of
the previous owner. I totally disagree with it because we
cannot prove that the person was a dependant otherwise
the previous owner is going to enlist many people and
claim that they are his/her dependants.
As I speak there are so many disputes regarding the
plots we allocated in November/December because
some people forged. However since we are investigating
the matter, I believe we will seize the land from those
people. We have stopped handing out certificates, we are
simply allocating the plots but without the certificates.
We will hand them over after verification that indeed
these people deserve to be given those plots.

The other one is foot paths which pass through the old
plots; Honourable Members if we can focus more on
these paths we will have problems because they are not
straight. Sometimes when we allocate one a plot where
there are such paths we can only encourage the applicant
to make an allowance for that path so that people can be
able to pass through, we are not enforcing this but it is
just an encouragement for one to be polite. I hope you
understood Honourable Member.

The other one is allocating identified land; the truth of the
matter is that as Honourable Kgoroba alludes identified
land should be allocated to original inhabitants. In the
last session the Cabinet approved what we call Land
Allocation Guidelines in High Pressure Areas. One of
the clauses indicates that, if I may quote in English with
your permission Madam Chairperson quickly.

The other one is about drilled boreholes that they
should be not drilled in the same area as the lands.

MR MAELE: It states, “Where residential land is
identified within the existing traditional wards, it shall
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be planned and allocated to original inhabitants only.” It
is in line with Honourable Kgoroba’s request that where
there is identified land, let us allocate to the original
inhabitants. We also agree with him that it is true, we
will do that.
The other one is about waiting list that we should
provide an update. We will do that.
Honourable Makgato, talked about ESP and was
thankful, she also talked about border. It is true that
these rivers serve as the borderline for these farms. Most
of these people were allocated farms in the past so we
need to be sensitive and handle it carefully with kids’
gloves so that we do not violate any person’s right who
was lawfully allocated a plot.
I strongly believe that people must have access to the
river. The problem is that those people were allocated
those farms lawfully therefore we need to do proper
consultation. I am fully aware that there is no grazing
land at her constituency; this is not something we can
deny. We believe that we will continue trying to purchase
farms which are near them so that we can expand the
grazing land.
Unserviced plots; I already mentioned that our approach
is Public Private Partnership (PPP) to attempt to
address those issues.
Honourable Billy was complaining that our offices at
Francistown are all over; that is the truth Honourable.
We are thinking of finding a place where we will be in
one place so that you do not have to travel all over town
to our offices. We are almost finalising on a place. I also
heard another request that our services such as transport
and technical services should also be in one place.
The other one is CBD; you said we should divide these
500 square metres into four, maybe give one applicant
a small piece, another one a piece more especially the
youth; I do not agree. My advice is that four youths
should form a consortium and own that plot as a group.
If we think it is better to divide it into four, they should
form consortium and own it as a group.
Minestone; Honourable Member, I think you are aware
that I once convened a meeting with the Francistown
Council. I explained at that meeting that Minestone
residents cannot afford Botswana Housing Corporation
(BHC) houses in terms of the prices because we know
that their salaries are low and some are unemployed.
We reached an agreement with Francistown Council
that those who have no plots will be allocated plots so
that at least we can assist them through the Turn Key
programme. I think we have confirmed that one. Even
recently, I think last week or so, I visited Minestone
to view the houses, they are certainly not habitable
Honourable Member. That is why we demolish the
vacant ones because we do not want anyone to continue
occupying them. It is not habitable, I agree with you. We
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took the decision as the Ministry that we will allocate
plots for them somewhere so that they can apply for
Turn Key and be assisted there.
The other complaints are from Honourable Arone; I
disagree with him when he alludes that BTO is at the
forefront of allocating plots at his constituency which
hinders others to be allocated plots. I completely disagree
with him because I responded to it recently when it was
tabled as a question that there is nothing BTO is doing
which can repossess the land rights of those people. It
was just that we were changing from Land Boards to
Central Government, that is the only thing we did but I
did explain it recently during Ministers’ question time, I
do not know what went wrong. The other issue is about
fields along the river and I can just say that is a seasonal
occurrence Honourable Arone and if we can say that
people should own those then we would be making
a big mistake that we would not be able to rectify. I
believe that it is not anything that we can ever manage
to do. I have heard the feedback concerning the slow
rate at which we allocate business plots and I will look
into it. I heard many Members mentioning it and I will
consult with my officers to determine how we can speed
it up. The other issue is the one about land servicing,
and I answered it as others were debating. Honourable
Mangole’s debate was mostly commending the Ministry
and we are grateful for your acknowledgement of our
good service. The major issue you raised was with regard
to the Pilane area and you wanted a response on that
issue. Honourable Member all I can say is that we want
the servicing of such areas to be done through the Public
Private Partnership (PPP). That is the only way we can
manage because if we can depend on the government
we are going to take forever trying to source money.
The other one that the Member raised was in connection
with the fact that ever since the Land Board Members
are no longer chosen by the community that has brought
about problems. I have understood you and I deduced
that perhaps the service delivery is not satisfactory and
we will try and see how we can encourage them. The
other issue that possibly brings about allocating the
same plot to more than two people is because people do
not mark their plots and eventually it is not clear where
the plot was. We always encourage people to mark their
plots. Nowadays it is becoming better anyway because
we use the GPS. We believe that going forward it will
get better.
Honourable Mabeo mentioned the issues of land
servicing at Ramaphate, and he commended us on many
other issues. His main issue that I should update him on
is about the Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC) in
Thamaga. It is true that there is such a plot in Thamaga
and there were many issues surrounding it. There are
three people concerned when it comes to that plot, that
we still have to compensate for them to eventually move.
I have informed him of that before and that is the issue
that delayed progress regarding the plot. Honourable
Bathobakae I have heard your request and we will visit
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Tlokweng there is no problem, we shall come for a meet
and greet. There is nothing that we fear there Member
and I am quite fond of you in Tlokweng, We actually
want to visit you. You showed gratitude for the fact that
we are considering to increase Compensation and I want
to say that I noted your suggestions that compensation
should also be in the form of a plot. That is what we
have been saying, we take your ideas and we implement
them. I believe that in our processes of acquiring land
from owners some of the compensation will be in the
form of land. I do not want to say that people should
expect a lot but we will try our best. I am also grateful
that the implementation of the land policy continues
in Tlokweng and you also mentioned the matter of
storage of records, and I agree with you. I am the first
to admit that the way records are handled by the land
boards is not impressive. That is an issue that we always
talk to our officers about and we have tried to invest a
lot of money when it comes to records management. I
believe that I should not hide this fact, it is true that
there is no proper handling of records. We will correct
the situation though especially because there is money
set aside for records management. We will service the
Letlapeng area and I believe that you saw that it is
planned for under the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP). Honourable Mokgware, I am grateful for your
advice and I have answered your point regarding land
servicing. You showed gratitude for how compensation
will be done as an improvement . The other issue that
I should respond to is where you asked me to define
the one man one plot policy. Honourable Members we
spoke about this policy and Members felt that it was
not fair for a spouse to be denied ownership of a plot
through marriage. I understood your concerns and I
took the matter up to Cabinet and I believe that I will
make a statement to Parliament in not so long where I
will show that we agree that each person should own a
plot regardless of whether they are married or not. The
issue of people divorcing and being forced to sell their
home because there is nowhere the other person can go
so we are saying that at least if they both have plots
then each will get one. We will correct it in the not too
distant future. I have touched on the one about Records
Management.
Honourable Tsogwane, talked about issues concerning
Boteti state land, and I agree with him, we are addressing
the issue and I take it that he is aware of our efforts. The
other issue is with regard to land servicing in Letlhakane
and I take it that you saw that it is included under the
ESP projects.
I want to explain about the Self Help Housing Agency
(SHHA) for the D4 scale and below. I have talked
about this issue before and stated that it has nothing
to do with me but rather it has to do with Honourable
Molale’s Ministry. I only have the expertise regarding
the implementation but this is a condition of service,
and therefore falls under Honourable Molale’s Ministry.
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I think when he presents his request you will ask him for
an update. I am only allocated the funds for implementing
it and the expertise but it is not for my portfolio. The
other issue that Honourable Tsogwane spoke about
is with regards to title deeds. I have explained in my
presentation that we are amending the law so that it
can be cost effective to register deeds. I also explained
that the certificates are going to be registerable, so that
we can reduce the hassle Batswana go through when
registering their deeds.
Honourable Olopeng, I am grateful for your words of
commendation for the work that my officers do. His
main issue of concern was with regard to change of land
use. I have heard what you said Honourable Member
about situation where you can find a field in the middle
of a village. I have understood it and we shall try to
correct that.
Honourable Mmatli I want to thank you for realising
that the funds I have been allocated are not enough. I
agree with you that the money is not enough and it is
especially good if you were able to realise that being
from the opposition. I think this is one of the statements
that you have made that are very important and I should
commend you for that. We will do with what we have,
because we understand this situation. You talked about
the issue of compensation, but then as I said I believe
that we will improve it so that things can be better. What
I do not agree with you on is the issue of squatters.
There are at times those people who settle on the
outskirts of towns or villages illegally and they would
be outside our development plans. Those are the people
we regard as squatters and for you to say that they
should be regularised because they have stayed there
for a long time like those at Gatlhoka is something that
we would have to seat down and look into to see how
they can be assisted. The other issue is with regard to
land use which was also raised by Honourable Olopeng;
we will look into it and see how we can address it.
Honourable Molefe mentioned a lot of things, I believe
I have captured them well, he was particularly saying
we should assist him with the maintenance of houses
in Mahalapye. I believe we at some point talked about
it even offline. We shall see what to do. We have 500
houses which we maintain the whole of Botswana.
Honourable Salakae spoke in his own way; he said there
are challenges with land, and he does not believe we are
doing anything perceptible. He said we have changed
the way we have been doing things, but the challenges
with land still exist. He mentioned Kgaphamadi, and I
believe I understood what he was talking about. Having
heard his lamentation, there is no problem; we shall
assist him accordingly.
Madam Chairperson, I have heard what the Honourable
Members were saying although I might not have
mentioned some of the things they said. I have noted
them and we shall look into them and see how we could
be of assistance to you Honourable Members.
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At this point in time, before I move Madam Chairperson,
please allow me to commend my staff for this beautiful
and elegant report which they have compiled. They did
not sleep for a number of days, leaving offices in the
morning. We did not sleep; we literally spend nights
there doing this job, hence the Members of Parliament
should appreciate like they have already done. There
was a lot of hard work that went into this thing. On that
score, please allow me to thank my staff profusely for a
job well done, Madam Chairperson.
To this end Madam Chairperson, I move that the sum of
P833, 239, 050 for the Recurrent Budget be approved
and stand part of the schedule of the Appropriation
Bill 2016/2017 and that the sum and P910, 367, 021
for the Development Budget be approved and stand
part of the same estimates. I move accordingly Madam
Chairperson. Thank you.
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 2300INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! You are
talking that side. Please sit down Honourable Mother of
the House. You cannot stand whilst I am still standing.
You are asked to note that 2 hours 45 minutes has been
allocated to this organisation and I shall call upon the
Honourable Minister to reply to debate tomorrow at
16:35 hours and the question will be put at 17:05 hours.
MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): Thank you
Madam Chairperson.
I am honoured to present my Ministry’s budget
estimates for the financial year 2016/2017 under Head
2300 for consideration and approval by this Honourable
Committee.
Let me start by apprising this Honourable House
on some of the challenges encountered as well as
achievements realised during the 2015/2016 financial
year. Madam Chairperson, allow me to outline these
under the Ministry’s various portfolio responsibilities
for purposes of clarity.
PUBLIC BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE
Madam Chairperson, the Ministry has made significant
progress in creating an enabling environment for
the Construction Industry to thrive. As I indicated
previously, Ministry of Infrastructure, Science and
Technology has established three (3) Registration
Boards to register all engineers, quantity surveyors
and architects to guide and regulate their professional
conduct to ensure compliance to expected outputs and
standards.
The Engineers Registration Board is continuing the
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process of registering engineers. To date, 1492 engineers
are registered out of a total of 2350 applications. There
has been an increase of 303 since October 2015. 602
of the 1492 which is 40.3 per cent are Government
engineers, of which 60 or 10 per cent are from my
Ministry whilst 890 are engineers from the private
sector.
On the same note, the Architects Registration Council
has appointed a Registrar and commenced registration
process for architects beginning November 2015. To
date, a total of 37 registration applications have been
received against the 230 Registration Application
Information packs collected by prospective architectural
professionals.
With regards to the quantity surveyors, the Quantity
Surveyors Registration Board had challenges with
recruitment of the Registrar due to non-responsiveness
of applicants, they had to re-advertise. The closing
date for the applications was the 4th December, 2015
and it was only after this that they were able to employ
the services of the Registrar who has since started her
work with the Council. The drafting of the Quantity
Surveyors Registration Council (QSRC) regulations has
commenced.
The review of the Building Control Act has not yet
commenced as procurement of a suitable consultant for
this type of work is on-going. Draft regulations have
been completed while drafting of various technical
booklets is also in progress.
Madam Chairperson, drafting of the Act for the
Construction Industry Regulator/Authority and
Contractors Registration Board, in partnership with the
private sector, is still on-going and is now expected to
be completed by the second quarter of financial year
2016/17.
My Ministry continues to carry out performance
audits for contractors and consultants to ensure value
for money and there is reduction in defects since
this exercise started. From 1st April 2015 to 29th
February 2016, 89 audit inspections were carried out
and 3024 defects were identified. These include 56
ad-hoc lease/building condition requests and thirtythree 33 development projects on which 1544 and
1480 defects were discovered respectively. Of the 33
inspections conducted on development projects, 12
were unannounced, 16 were taking over inspections and
5 was an end of defects inspection.
Madam Chairperson, I would like to take this opportunity
to appraise this Honourable Committee on the progress
of some of the projects under my Ministry.
The Sir Seretse Khama International Airport (SSKIA)
project was successfully completed on the 15th August
2015 and handed to the Ministry of Transport and
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Communications (MTC) on 1st September 2015. This
was followed by the official opening by His Excellency,
the President of the Republic of Botswana on 15th
October 2015. Currently the project is in Defects
Liability Period up to 15th August 2016. We are happy to
announce that the International Chamber of Commerce
(ICC) arbitration where SINOHIDRO Corporation
Limited had taken the Government of Botswana has
been concluded through the signing of an amicable
settlement on the 11th December 2015.

Prison the project is progressing well, however the
Contractor is unable to access the cell block.

Works for the Construction of additional stands at the
Gaborone National Stadium commenced on the 11th
January 2016 for the duration of seven (7) months. The
project completion and handover is expected on the 15th
August 2016. Botswana National Sports Council would
continue using the stadium, however, their activities
will be minimised as a safety measure.

With respect to the ESP, my Ministry is directly
undertaking two projects, one in Kanye where BITRI
will be assembling Solar Street Lights and the other
one involves the rollout of Kgalagadi Sand Block/Brick
technology across a number of Districts. These projects
are expected to contribute to job creation and economic
diversification drive. Further to the above, my Ministry
will also be implementing building infrastructure
projects under ESP for other ministries.

Advanced Civil Works and Staff Housing for Shakawe
Primary Hospital project commenced on the 2nd March
2015 and was scheduled for completion on the 3rd
March 2016. As of 2nd December 2015, progress stood
at 40 per cent against the programmed 70 per cent. The
cause of delay arises from the fact that domestic subcontractor for Civil Works engaged through the CEE
Policy failed to implement works as expected. The main
contractor has now managed to engage another subcontractor who started mobilizing on the 11th January
2016 and the revised completion date is 27th March
2016.
Mr Chairperson, the discussions between my Ministry
and the representatives of the Pilikwe community
on finding an amicable settlement with regards to
identifying an alternative site to construct the National
Radioactive Sources Storage facility in Pilikwe are
bearing fruit as the Pilikwe community proposed that
the facility be relocated to a new site that they identified
within their BDA cattle ranch, along A1 road (next to
Makoro).
Moving to the expenditure of funds approved by this
House for my in 2015, MIST was allocated an amount
of P14, 402, 600.00 for the Recurrent Maintenance
specifically for maintenance of MIST buildings and
P247, 459, 244.00 for Development Maintenance during
the 2015/2016 financial year. As at 25th February 2016
expenditure of P10, 526, 095.00 and P120 486 376.06
were made on the recurrent and development budget
respectively.
Part of the reasons that contributed to slow expenditure
of development budget are that the Department of
Prisons and Rehabilitation has instructed DBES to put
some of their projects on hold as they were unable to
move prisoners from the prison cells to allow DBES to
carry out its maintenance activities. To date, DBES was
ready to further award maintenance of three (3) prison
facilities estimated at P28, 000,000.00, whilst in Kanye
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A pilot project for the maintenance implementation
of Facilities Management strategy at Otse Police
College and International Law Enforcement Academy
was awarded in October 2015. The project was
commissioned on the 16th December 2015 and site
handover was carried out on the 19th January 2016. The
project is progressing well.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Mr Chairperson, regarding Science and Technology,
MIST continues to raise public awareness on research,
science, technology and intellectual property with
a view to stimulate innovative activities and uptake
of locally developed technologies. For the first time,
Botswana commemorated the World Science Day for
Peace and Development on 10th November 2015 and
this launch underscored the importance of science in our
daily lives and sparked public participation in activities
which were undertaken on the day.
I am also happy to announce, Madam Chairperson,
that Botswana has joined other nations who have for
many years had a national Science Academy through
the launch of the Botswana Academy of Sciences.
This esteemed body of renowned scientists amongst
others, provides an independent and objective advice
on matters related to Science and Technology. In many
parts of the world, services provided by academies of
science to governments have become so essential that
Parliaments have issued legislation and executive orders
that reaffirm their unique role. There are now over 107
scientific academies around the world, and Botswana is
proud to be the “new kid on the block”. I am happy to
announce that this year the African Academy of Science
will convene their National Annual General meeting
here in Botswana in recognition of the stride we have
made thus far.
MIST launched the National Science Month in August
2015 which was meant to raise awareness and popularise
Science and Technology. One of the notable activities
in that month was the inauguration of the Science
Technology and Innovation Week which is a SADC
initiative conceptualised by SADC Ministers of Science
and Technology in 2008 on observation that awareness
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in Science and Technology in the region was very low,
and as a result investment in Research and Development
(R&D) was also low.
Mr Chairperson, a Research Information Management
System (RIMS) is being developed to efficiently and
effectively manage research data which is currently
fragmented and uncoordinated across the landscape.
The RIMS shall capture data and produce reports on
research inputs, outputs and processes. The system will
enable exchange of research information amongst the
various research stakeholders which will be used to
generate research, science, technology and innovation
(RSTI) indicators which will enhance informed decision
making and monitoring of Botswana’s performance
and competitiveness in RSTI. A centralised national
research data repository in the form of RIMS shall
enhance collaborative effort towards research between
various institutions, provide researchers with access to
global funding opportunities, as well as ensure national
data is compliant with global research data standards.
MIST has established a Science and Technology Sub
High Level Consultative Council which amongst other
functions, will provide guidance in the implementation
of the RSTI Policy as well as ensure that science and
technology form part of the national development
agenda.
The Ministry continues to facilitate human capital
development programmes through the implementation
of primary schools programme on inducing interest
in Mathematics and Science; planned roll-out of the
Training of Scientists and Technologists Project; and
through facilitation of the Square Kilometre Array
(SKA) Project scholarships which to date have been
enjoyed by ten undergraduate and two Master’s degree
Botswana students. Mr Chairperson, I am proud to
announce that the first doctoral student from Botswana
has recently been awarded an SKA scholarship and will
commence studies in 2016.
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companies emerging from this programme have in the
last year proceeded to the commercialisation stage in
areas including an ICT based farm management system,
a solar charged hearing aid, and a queue management
system.
BIH continues to forge collaborations and partnerships
in order to strengthen the national capacity for
innovation. Key active partnerships and collaborations
include the piloting and rollout of a new broadband
access technology called “TV White Spaces” linking
10 hospitals and more remote clinic sites in conjunction
with local and international partners and the Mining
Technology Entrepreneurship Centre in Selebi Phikwe
in partnership with BCL.
In addition, the Technology Transfer Office in
partnership with the University of Botswana whose goal
is to provide a range of specialised services that support
new innovations including indigenous knowledge based
products is assisting 14 clients. In the current year, BIH
will partner with an Israeli Company in the roll-out of
a stand-alone small scale water treatment that will treat
saline water to a potable drinking standard.
Through its partnerships, BIH has capacitated over
3000 Batswana participants from public, private
and academic institutions on relevant topics such as
intellectual property rights, innovation management and
technology entrepreneurship.
Mr Chairperson, it is my great pleasure to announce
that my Ministry through the Botswana Innovation
Hub has been awarded the rights to host the prestigious
Innovation Prize for Africa 2016 which will gather over
500 innovators from across the continent in Gaborone
in June 2016. This event of the African Innovation
Foundation will enable Batswana innovators to interact
with continental peers and create further networking
and collaboration opportunities.

Mr Chairperson, the Botswana Innovation Hub will
during 2016 officially open the landmark “icon building
“development inside the Science and Technology Park.
The goal of this development is to create a facility that
enhances a culture of innovation and creativity through
a dynamic mix of quality buildings and facilities,
superior ICT infrastructure, and provision of innovation
supportive programs and services. In addition,
BIH has signed three additional lease development
agreements with public and private developers to create
technological infrastructure and premises in the overall
Science Park area including data and technology centres
and a satellite communications centre.

The Botswana Institute for Technology Research
and Innovation (BITRI) is making significant strides
in the completion of its laboratory and knowledge
infrastructure for its research programmes. The first and
second phases of the laboratory construction works were
completed in December 2015. The final phase will be
implemented in the first quarter of 2016/17. The funding
for scientific analytical equipment that was provided by
Debswana has also been received and the equipment
has been ordered and delivered in December 2015. The
BITRI Resource Centre has also been converted to a
digital Knowledge Commons and was launched at the
end of January 2016.

In line with its mandate, BIH continues to foster
technology entrepreneurship and the commercialisation
of innovation. Major Innovation support programmes
that are being implemented include a technology
entrepreneurship development programme. Three (3)

The Ministry will, through BITRI commercialisation
activities, contribute to the Government’s efforts in
employment creation, poverty eradication and socioeconomic development of Botswana. The organization
is at an advanced stage of converting the Kanye campus
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to be used as an assembly plant for the Seding Light.
BITRI has registered a holding company called BITRI
Group Pty and is currently registering a subsidiary
company that will be running the assembly plant for
manufacturing and marketing of the Seding units,
production of the lights will begin by the second
quarter of 2016/2017. Street lights have been installed
in Qabo, Qangwa, Chanoga and Somelo in December
2015. Further street lights will be installed in Block 6
area as part of the collaboration with the Gaborone City
Council.
The rollout of the Kgalagadi Sand Building Blocks
Technology blending plant and depots are at an advanced
stage, about 27 KSBB depots will be constructed as part
of the Poverty Eradication Programme. Phase 1 of the
project will involve eight (8) depot locations and the
other 19 will be rolled out in Phase 2. The first depot is
the Maubelo/Tsabong Brick Moulding Plant, located in
Maubelo Village (5 kilometres from Tsabong).
Madam Chairperson, the Ministry through BITRI is
collaborating with the Canadian Food and Inspection
Agency (CFIA) to develop a rapid diagnostic test for
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) and with Botswana
Veterinary Institute (BVI) to validate the diagnostic
tests in Botswana. The BITRI team will spend 6-months
in Canada to work with the Canadian team in the test
development.
The Climate Change project “Evaluation of Risk
Management Strategies and Development of Decision
Support tools for Dry land Farmers in Desert areas of
Botswana: Barolong and Kgalagadi Sub- districts” is
now complete. The objective was to evaluate sources of
risk and management strategies currently employed by
dryland smallholder farmers and develop participatory
decision support tools to improve adaptation to climate
change conditions. The final report has been distributed
to stakeholders who include communities in the
respective study areas, agriculture extension workers
and also agriculture officials at headquarters to share
results pending validation workshops that are planned
for 1st quarter of financial year 2016-17. Rolling out
the recommendations of the project will be part of
the existing on-going agricultural programmes such
as LIMID and ISPAAD, which are themselves trying
to reduce livelihood risks albeit addressing different
aspects of risk. The project will also sensitize and
raise communities’ awareness on climate proofing
their livelihoods. These communities will then be
supported to revive Farmers Committees, which would
be capacitated to drive the implementation of decision
support tools based on the community action plans to
be developed.
Madam Chairperson, the regulatory environment for
the use of nuclear technology has gained traction within
the country. The Ministry continue to enforce the
compliance to ionizing radiation protection regulatory
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requirements, and to date a total of 46 facilities out
of the 266 registered facilities have been closed for
various non-compliances. The Ministry is following up
on closed facilities so as to assist them in areas that are
preventing them from complying. The import and export
of radioactive sources continue to be strictly controlled
through issuance of import and export permits. The
Radiation Protection Board this year approved a total
of 99 licences to use, possess or sell radiation sources.
The Radiation Protection Inspectorate has made
significant strides with regards to protection of radiation
workers, the public and on radiological emergency,
preparedness and response capabilities. The laboratory
for monitoring occupationally exposed workers
continue to maintain high standards of quality service
and has capacity match with increasing demand for
the monitoring service. The progress on establishing
a monitoring programme for the environment is also
noticeable. The Ministry is being assisted by the
International Atomic Energy Agency to build capacity
in this field, in terms of equipment and human resource
development. MIST continues to capacitate stakeholders
on response to radiological emergency and conducted a
national exercise with the involvement of stakeholders.
In our efforts to enhance nuclear safety and security,
the construction of the national storage facility will
be progressed during the 2016/2017 financial year, to
facilitate the Ministry to appropriately manage any
abandoned, confiscated and used-up sealed radioactive
sources to prevent them from finding their way into the
public domain. The project encountered challenges with
regards to acceptance by the community and the matter
is currently being resolved with concerned parties.
I am also pleased to report that the country continues
to benefit tremendously from the Technical Cooperation
with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
in the form of human resources development, provision
of expertise and equipment, in various sectors of the
economy where nuclear technology has competitive
advantage. The Internal Atomic Energy has approved
a national programme for January 2016 to December
2017 with a funding of €902,880.00. The projects to
be supported are in the field of agriculture and human
health.
Madam Chairperson, MIST has also benefited
considerably through the implementation of the
African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research,
Development and Training related to Nuclear Science
and Technology (AFRA), whose objective is to enhance
the sustainable contribution of nuclear science and
technology to meet the developmental needs and
interests of its member states. The total cost expended
by AFRA on human resource development and
project meetings since January 2015 is approximately
(€62,121.00) equivalent to BWP745, 452.00.
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Youth Empowerment Initiatives
From April 2015 to date, a total of forty - four (53)
youth owned construction companies, and seventyseven (77) individual youths with vocational skills
have been awarded maintenance projects worth P26,
473, 318.40 and P494, 690, 98, respectively, through
the youth empowerment reservation programme. These
have created 5739 jobs for the youth.
Madam Chairperson, youth owned construction
companies, and youth with vocational skills continue
to register in our database. The number of Youth
owned companies in the database currently stands at
two hundred and fifty two (286), and the number of
individual youth with vocational skills registered with
MIST database stands at one thousand, three hundred
and thirteen (1313).
The BITRI ICT Associates (Interns) Programme is
almost at the end of its first year. The Associates have
spent the period working on their projects with BITRI
researchers and have also undergone training in various
technical and business topics including Entrepreneurship
Development Training (EDT) in 2015 in collaboration
with the Local Enterprise Authority (LEA). During the
second year, BITRI will work with the Associates to
develop proof of concepts and business plans to seek
funding to establish their ICT companies.
Community Service Projects
From April 2013 to date, a total twenty-five (25)
Community Service projects were undertaken. Out of
these, fifteen (15) have been handed over to beneficiaries,
whilst ten (10) are still ongoing.
OVERALL BUDGET
Madam Chairperson, let me now present the
proposed financial allocations under the Recurrent
and Development Budgets for the financial year
2016/2017 for the Ministry of Infrastructure, Science
and Technology. The total proposed budget is Eight
Hundred and Three million, nine hundred and eleven
thousand, eight hundred and ninety-three Pula (P803
911 893), comprising of four hundred and thirty three
million, five hundred and forty nine thousand, nine
hundred and sixty Pula (P433 549 960) or 54 per cent
and three hundred and seventy million three hundred
and sixty-one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three
Pula (P370 361 933) or 46 per cent for Recurrent and
Development Budgets respectively.
The Recurrent budget allocations for various
Departments within my Ministry are as follows:
MINISTRY HEADQUARTERS (P178 970 150)
For Ministry Headquarters, I request a budget allocation
of one hundred and seventy eight million, nine hundred
and seventy thousand, one hundred and fifty pula (P178
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970 150. 00) or 41 per cent of the Ministry’s total budget.
This represents an increase of thirty seven million and
ninety thousand, nine hundred and ten Pula (P37 090
910) or 26 per cent from the authorized expenditure of
2015/2016.
Out of that provision, BITRI has been allocated P89 549
480 or 50 per cent; Botswana Innovation Hub P36 815
120 or 21 per cent; Engineers Registration Board P6
154 200 or 3 per cent; Quantity Surveyors Registration
Council P2 706 500 or 2 per cent; Architects’
Registration Council P1 378 580 or 1 per cent. The other
budget allocations are P17 703 050 or 10 per cent for
personal emoluments and P24 663 220 or 13 per cent
for other charges.
DEPARTMENT
OF
BUILDING
ENGINEERING SERVICES (P234 693 580)

AND

Madam Chairperson, I also propose a budget of two
hundred and thirty-four million six hundred and ninetythree thousand five hundred and eighty Pula (P234 693
580) or 54 per cent of my Ministry’s total budget for
Department of Building and Engineering Services.
Of the total Departmental budget, two hundred million,
four hundred and sixty thousand two hundred and
twenty Pula (P200 460 220) or 85 per cent is allocated
for Personal Emoluments, and thirty-four million two
hundred and thirty-three thousand three hundred and
sixty Pula (P34 233 360) or 15 per cent for other charges.
DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (P7 370 220)
For the Department of Research, Science and
Technology, I request seven million three hundred and
seventy thousand two hundred and twenty Pula (P7 370
220) representing almost 2 per cent of my Ministry’s
total recurrent budget.
Out of the total Departmental budget, four million seven
hundred and seventy-two thousand two hundred and
forty pula (P4 772 240) or 65 per cent is allocated to
Personal Emoluments, and two million five hundred and
ninety-seven thousand nine hundred and eighty Pula (P2
597 980) or 35 per cent for other charges.
RADIATION PROTECTION INSPECTORATE
(P12 516 010)
Madam Chairperson, I request an amount of twelve
million, five hundred and sixteen thousand and ten
Pula (P12 516 010) or 3 per cent of the Ministry’s total
recurrent budget for Radiation Protection Inspectorate.
Out of the total Departmental budget, eight million
and eighteen thousand and ten Pula (P8 018 010) or 64
per cent is allocated to Personal Emoluments, and four
million four hundred and ninety-eight thousand Pula
(P4 498 000) or 36 per cent to other charges.
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2016/2017 DEVELOPMENT BUDGET
Madam Chairperson, for the Development Budget my
Ministry’s overall proposal for the 2016/2017 financial
year is three hundred and seventy million, three hundred
and sixty-one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three
Pula (P370 361 933). This is a decrease of one hundred
and seventy-five million, nine hundred and forty-three
thousand and sixty-seven Pula (P175 943 067) or 32 per
cent over the 2015/2016 financial year.
The P370 361 933 will be used for rehabilitation and
refurbishment of government buildings, construction of
the Science and Technology Park as well as Botswana
Innovation Hub initiatives for the development of
innovation and technology support programmes and for
Research and Development programmes.
Accordingly, I propose that Government Building
Infrastructure and Related Services rehabilitation take
the largest share of two hundred and seventeen million,
seven hundred and forty-five thousand nine hundred and
fifty-one Pula (P217 745 951) or 59 per cent of the total
Development Budget. The second largest share goes to
BITRI with eighty-one million two hundred and sixtyfive thousand nine hundred and eighty-two Pula (P81
265 982) or 22 per cent of the total development budget.
The third largest share of sixty million Pula (P60 000
000) or 16 per cent will fund BIH for construction of
its headquarters. The remaining share of eleven million,
three hundred and fifty thousand Pula (P11 350 000)
or 3 per cent is allocated to Research, Science and
Technology, and MIST Computerization projects.
CONLUSION
Madam Chairperson that concludes my presentation
of the 2016/2017 Recurrent and Development Budgets
for my Ministry. I therefore move that the sum of
P433 549 960 and P370 361 933 for the Recurrent
and Development Budget respectively, be approved
and stand part of the Schedule of the Appropriation
(2016/2017) Bill 2016 (No. 1 of 2016) for Head 2300
and Total Estimated Costs (TEC) for Subheads in Head
2300 in the Development Fund Estimates be approved
and stand part of those Estimates. I thank you Madam
Chairperson.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Madam Chairperson.
I want to start off by assuring Minister Molefhi of my
support. In supporting him, I also wish to commend him
for continuing to support the youth and encourage them
to engage in construction businesses.
In my constituency at Kalamare, the youth have come
together for a cooperative business in building materials
and maintenance. My wish is that, as you have already
shown this support, if I am not mistaken, we have set
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aside 15 per cent for all the projects in this ministry
for new buildings and maintenance every year. The
youth should therefore benefit from this. In addition
you continue to do that in a remarkable manner as
shown by the figures of the tenders you have already
awarded the youth and you have also created a number
of employment opportunities for the youth.
May I request that you support the building supply
cooperative in Kalamare because they are youth like I
have already pointed out and I know that you have an
arrangement of supporting the youth. I have noticed
that up until now, it has mostly been about companies.
Then again like I have already said, we have youth with
different skills. Some are skilled in infrastructure, some
in accounting and business and they came together to
form that cooperative.
May I request that you roll out this programme country
wide because right now we have the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP) with a lot of building projects that
need to be carried out, it is a huge opportunity to attract
young people into joining this sector because we have
many youth trained in construction industry. They
can benefit from the ESP and at the same time assist
in accelerated job creation. I wish that in that effort
Honourable Minister, please focus on publicising the
unbundling of projects. It could help the youth to benefit
from these projects since they will be unbundling of
these projects for the benefit of different companies.
The second issue Madam Chairperson I want to applaud
the Botswana Institute for Technology Research and
Innovation (BITRI). BITRI continues to do a good job
as alluded to by the report given by the Honourable
Minister. At the Office of the President Madam
Chairperson, we have partnered with them on the issue
of solar street lights. He has highlighted a few villages
which already have those in place. Like he has already
said, we are already partnering with them on a brick
moulding exercise…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order!
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Madam
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Thursday 10th March, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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09384 LOW INCOME HOUSING
NO Sub - Projects
1
2
3

2016/17 Budget Proposed project Activities

Poverty Alleviation and Housing
Scheme
Housing Scheme for Public Officers D4 and below

5,000,000.00
30,000,000.00

SHHA Turnkey Housing Scheme

77,628,110.00

Home Improvement Housing
Scheme
Sub Total
4

77,628,110.00

Construction of brick moulding facilities and
equipment.
Funds proposed to be loaned to public officers as
part of conditions of service.
These funds are for the construction of 86 Turnkey houses for various districts.
These are to be loaned to 500 beneficiaries

142,628,110.00
09383 MLH CONSULTANCIES

NO Sub - Projects

5

2016/17 Budget Proposed project Activities

Housing Needs Assesments

4,000,000.00

Sub Total

Funds are for engaging consultatnts to conduct
housing needs assement. This will assist in coming up with appropriate initiatives for housing
delivery. The original tender did not attract any
bids.

4,000,000.00
09386 DISTRICT HOUSING

NO Sub - Projects

2016/17 Budget Proposed project Activities

6

10,000,000.00

District Housing

Sub Total

Funds are for constructing or procuring public
officers housing in the various districts

10,000,000.00
09387 LAND BOARDS DEVELOPMENT

NO Sub - Projects

2016/17 Budget Proposed project Activities

7

Land Board Compensation

20,000,000.00

Tsabong Landboard Offices
Letlhakeng Landboard Offices
Tawana Landboard Offices
Records Centres for Twelve Main
11
Landboards
Sub Total

2,000,000.00
1,500,000.00
6,000,000.00

8
9
10

5,000,000.00

These are for compensating property owners for
land accquired for village expansion.
The funds are for the design of the office block.
The funds are for the design of the office block.
The funds are for the design of the office block.
The funds are for construction of the record
centers

34,500,000.00

09388 LAND MANAGEMENT
NO Sub - Projects

2016/17 Budget Proposed project Activities

12

6,000,000.00

National Mapping Programme

Funds are for the continuation of land cover
maps, aerial photography, medium and large scale
maps
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13

National Reference Framework

2,000,000.00

14

Participatory Slumps Upgrading
Proggramme (PSUP)

1,283,250.00

15

Land Administration Procedures
Capacity and Systems (LAPCAS)

354,220,000.00

Gaborone Expansion Area Master
Plan
Guidelines and Standards for City
17 of Francistown Redevelopment
Plan
Guidelines and Standards for City
18
of Lobatse Redevelopment Plan
Botswana National Spatial
19 Development Framework
(BNSDF)
Sub Total
16

NO Sub - Projects
20
21
22
23

Mekoro Phase 1 - Selibe Phikwe
Construction of SHHA Block 3
Sowa
Construction of Palapye
Infrastructure
Construction of Metsimotlhabe
Infrastructure

3,000,000.00
2,501,008.00
1,854,653.00
10,000,000.00

10,000,000.00

25

Mmopane Block 1 Designs

2,000,000.00

26

Gerald Estates CBD & Blk 1

1,000,000.00

28
29
30
31
32
33
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Funds are the continuation of the BNSDF

09393 LAND SERVICING
2016/17 Budget Proposed project Activities
The funds are for final payment for infrastructural
1,000,000.00
works (projects entails redoing the splash drains
to proper culverts)
The funds are for the completion of the land ser10,000,000.00
vicing component
Construction is ongoing for; roadworks, sewerage
80,000,000.00
works, water works, and BTC works.

Maun Central Business District

Tsolamosese Block 7 Land
Servicing Designs
Ghanzi Extension Land Sevicing
Designs
Kasane Waterfront Infrastructure
design
Land Servicing Designs of
Palapye Ext. 10
Mogoditshane Block 9 Land
Servicing Designs
Gerald Block 2 Land Services
Designs
Special Economic Zones (Phase
1) - Land Servicing

The funds are for completing the remaining
Conitinously Operating Reference stations.
The funds are for completing the project at
Gaborone and Lobatse.
“Funds are for the continuation of the
computerization of land records, Land
information system, Land registration, Location
addressing, national spatial data infrastructure“
Funds are for the preparation of Gaborone
Expansion Master plan.
Funds are for the preparation of the Guidelines
and Standards for the redevelopment of Francistown
Funds are for the preparation of the Guidelines
and Standards for the redevelopment of Lobatse

380,858,911.00

24

27
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1,500,000.00

1,000,000.00
1,700,000.00
6,000,000.00
1,000,000.00
2,000,000.00
2,400,000.00
8,000,000.00

Funds are for the commencement of the project.
The funds are for the completion of the land
servicing designs
The funds are for the completion of the land
servicing designs
The funds are for the completion of the land
servicing designs
The funds are for the completion of the land
servicing designs
The funds are for the completion of the land
servicing designs
The funds are for the completion of the land
servicing designs
These are for the completion of the land servicing
designs
These are for the completion of the land servicing
designs
These are for the completion of the land servicing
designs
The funds are the continuation of geotechnicals
and designs for the SEZ in Gaborone
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35

Land Servicing of Kasane Plateau
Extension (Nnyungwe)
Special Economic Zones (Phase
1) - Land Servicing (Fairground,
Lobatse, Selibe Phikwe, Tuli
Block, Francistown and Pandamatenga)
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70,000,000.00

Project is for the construction of Nnyungwe area
in Kasane as part of the Kasane Facelift Project.

10,000,000.00

Funds will be used for Master Planning and
detailed land servicing designs for the the 6 areas.

36

PPP Consultancy - Land Servicing 10,000,000.00

37

Kgatleng (Morwa/Bokaa

15,000,000.00

38

Gerald Estates Block 1

20,000,000.00

39

Seuwane - Ramotswa

10,000,000.00

40

Phakalane Glenvalley link Road
and Segoditshane Green Corridor

20,000,000.00

41

Sowa Stormwater Master Plan

4,000,000.00

42

Pitsane

3,000,000.00

43

Moshupa (Mogaung)

4,500,000.00

44

Mabutsane

5,000,000.00

45

Lentsweletau

5,000,000.00

46

Molalatau

5,280,000.00

47

Gumare

5,000,000.00

48

Pitsaneng

4,000,000.00

49

Mahalapye

5,000,000.00

50

Seleka/Tumasera

5,000,000.00

51

Francistown (Aerodrome) link
road and francistown Phase IV
Industrial land servicing

10,000,000.00

Sub Total

The Ministry will be engaging a Transaction
Advisor for advisory services on the
implemention of PPP in land Servicing.
Bulk servicing of 312 Residential, 29
Commercial, 70 Industrial plots.
Bulk Servicing of 3547 Residential, 36 Civic &
Community, 23 open spaces, 18 horticulture, 8
Commercial plots.
Bulk Servicing of 2980 Residential, 32 Civic &
Community, 87 Industrial, 16 Commercial plots.
Land Servicing of a 4km link road in Phakalane.
The funds are for the implementation of the
Sowa Stormwater master plan
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision.
Project entails provision of access road
destumping, wet grading and water provision to
the industrial area and provision of a link road.

338,380,000.00

910,367,021.00
Note: ESP Projects include: SHHA Turnkey, Home Improvement, District Housing, Land Board Offices, Record
Centres and Land Servicing at a total estimate of P272, 980,110
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ANNEX D

2016/17 PROPOSED RECURRENT BUDGET FOR MINSTRY DEPARTMENTS
DEPARTMENT

ALLOCATION (PULA)

1801

Headquarters

550,628,210 1

1802

Housing

145,082,720 2

1803

Surveys and Mapping

32,687,730 3

1804

Town and Regional Planning

24,149,750 4

1805

Lands

63,611,5805

1806

Deeds Registry

10,461,7406

1808

Technical Services

6, 617,2207

GRAND TOTAL

833,239,0508

Notes to Annex “D” 2016/17 PROPOSED RECURRENT BUDGET FOR MINSTRY DEPARTMENTS).
Footnote No.2:
• Rents –Housing: This account caters for the leased housing units (Low, Medium and High cost including flats
and town houses) from Botswana Housing Corporation in 10 urban Centres and major villages. Currently the
Department leases 4,319 housing units.
• Property Rent Privately Leased: The Department currently leases 878 houses from the Private owners.
• Rents, Housing –Botswana Police: The account caters for Botswana Police Service personnel. Currently there
are 668 houses leased for Police Service countrywide.
Footnote No 3:
• Office Partitioning: The Department of Lands acquires offices on behalf of central government. However most
offices acquired are not customised to suit the operational requirements of the occupying department. Therefore
funds in this account are used for partitioning the acquired office space to meet requirements.
• Contribution in Lieu of Rates: This account caters for payment of rates to Councils for government owned
properties and undeveloped land.
(Footnotes)
1. The budget for Headquarters is inclusive of the Revenue Support Grant amounting to P449,623,010 for the twelve Land Boards and
P26,334,100.00 for Headquarters’ Personal Emoluments.
2. The bulk of the Provision goes to Rents - Housing (P60, 000,000), Property Rent Privately Leased (P27,000,000), and Rents –
Housing Botswana Police (P33,000,000).The budget for personnel Emoluments is P9,319,290 or 6.4% of the allocated budget.
3. The bulk of the Provision goes to Personal Emoluments (P24,667,850) or 75%.
4. The bulk of the Provision goes to Personal Emoluments (P19,104,260) or 79%.
5. The bulk of the Provision goes to Personal Emoluments (P14,475,270) and Contribution in Lieu of Rates (P31,080,120).
6. The bulk of the Provision goes to Personal Emoluments (P6,590,240) or 68%.
7. The bulk of the Provision goes to Personal Emoluments (P4,728,480) or 63%.
8. Personal Emoluments for all Departments amounts to (P105,219,490) or 12.6% of the Grand Total
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