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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
Thursday 10th March, 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Order! Good afternoon Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Good Afternoon Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Let us start our business with questions.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
REPORTS ON CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC CRIME IN 2013, 2014 AND 2015
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs and Public
Administration:-

(i) to state the number of people who reported corruption and economic crime to the Directorate on Corruption
and Economic Crime (DCEC) in the years 2013, 2014 and 2015;

(a) in person at DCEC offices at Maun, Francistown and Gaborone;
(b) by phone;
(c) by email;
(d) social media;
(ii) how many in total preferred to be anonymous;
(iii) how many revealed their identity; and
(iv) how many became witnesses and were ready to become witnesses.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Speaker, good afternoon. Mr Speaker, the total number of people who reported
corruption and economic crime to the DCEC in the years 2013, 2014 and 2015 is 4021.
A breakdown of the reporting modes is being provided below as requested by the Honourable Member:
Maun Office
REPORTING MODE

2013

2014

2015

a.

In person

39

46

37

b.

Phone

53

22

22

c.

Email

N/A

N/A

N/A

d.

Social Media

N/A

N/A

N/A

9

1

77

60

Others
(letters,
newspapers etc)
TOTAL

fax, 11
103

Francistown Office
Hansard No 182
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REPORTING MODE
a.
In person
b.
Phone
c.
Email
d.
Social Media
Other
(letters,
fax,

2013
189
179
N/A
N/A
29

2014
167
181
N/A
N/A
18

2015
136
155
N/A
N/A
13

newspapers etc)
TOTAL

397

366

304

2013
208
653
10
N/A
100

2014
141
609
3
N/A
50

2015
135
686
19
N/A
100

971

803

940

2013

2014

2015

17

7

9

2013

2014

2015

71

49

34

2013

2014

2015

150

120

115

2013

2014

2015

86

70

51

2013

2014

2015

326

317

270

Gaborone Office
REPORTING MODE
a.
In person
b.
Phone
c.
Email
d.
Social Media
Others (letters, fax,
newspapers etc)
TOTAL

Mr Speaker, the total of those who preferred to be
anonymous is 572 and I have also provided that
breakdown in terms of Maun, Francistown and
Gaborone. It is broken down as follows:
Maun

Anonymous
Francistown

Anonymous
Gaborone

Anonymous

Mr Speaker, those who revealed their identities were
2329 and I have also provided that categorisation in
terms of Maun, Francistown and Gaborone below:
Maun

ID Revealed
Francistown

ID Revealed
Gaborone
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ID Revealed
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2013

2014

2015

821

683

825

Mr Speaker, a total number of 172 were ready to become witnesses.
Mr Speaker, those reports that have been received by Social Media were classified under phone calls. This is because
the sources have given out their contacts for communication and ease of feedback and those who revealed their
identity were doing so for the purposes of being of further assistance to the investigations. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you Honourable Minister. I want to check if the number of those who
report in person is not the one which is higher. If that is the case, do you not see the need to have DCEC offices in
other areas to add on the ones in Maun, Francistown and Gaborone?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Speaker the situation differs. If I can give an example; in Maun those who reported
in person in 2013 were 39, those who reported through phone were 53.The number of those who came in person in
2014 was higher than those who have reported through phone, they were 46 while those who called were 22. That
is the situation.
For us to open an office we are controlled by the availability of funds. We have other different methods that our
people could use to report cases. As I have already indicated, they can come in person, call, email and some can use
Social Media. We believe that these are different methods that they could use to report even when they are far away
from the offices.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank you. Honourable Minister, although this might not be part of
the question, but it is just a concern you have to think about. There is a concern that cases are taking too long. People
sometimes say ‘why should I go and report because it takes too long’. Just on average, how long does it take for a
case to be investigated and then may be taken to the appropriate next level?
MR MAKGALEMELE: That is a different question, but if I recall I responded to a question similar to that one Mr
Speaker. I responded by saying the time taken to investigate depends on the availability of evidence and whether
the witnesses are willing to avail the information needed by the investigators. However we are doing our best to
forward the cases to the courts.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank you very much Sir. Minister, usually Government departments
have set themselves turnaround targets, to say we will do this on so many days, after so many days, does the DCEC
have that?
MR MAKGALEMELE: DCEC has got turnaround targets just like other government departments. I agree with
you Honourable Member that there are standards which are set. However those standards end up being influenced
by the information that we would have to continue with the investigations. That is how the situation is. But in terms
of the specific time frame I really do not have that answer today. I can find it for you though. There are other factors
however which influence the time taken to investigate a case.
ALLOCATION OF LAND TO BASARWA SQUATTERS IN LETLHAKANE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the Minister of Lands and Housing whether it is true that the
majority of squatters in Letlhakane are Basarwa; if so:-

(v) at what percentage;
(vi) why Government took long to allocate them land;
(vii) will he consider leaving them where they are or move them to a well-planned area they will identify; and
(viii) how does the Land Board engage the village leadership in the whole exercise of dealing with squatters.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR MAELE): Mr Speaker,
(i) It is true that majority of squatters in Letlhakane are of Basarwa origin. However, due to the ongoing profiling
exercise, I am currently not in a position to provide the percentage of those squatters who are of Basarwa
origin.
Hansard No 182
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(ii) Delays in allocation of land to the squatters is
brought about by the following:

(i) What plans are in place to construct a proper taxi
rank in Ledumang;

a. The lengthy consultation process with local
stakeholders on how to deal with those issues
identified as squatters;

(ii) What is being done with the current self-occupied
bus rank; and

b. Unavailability of demarcated plots;
c. Those who were relocated in 2006/07 have since
gone back to reoccupy the same area, and
d. Profiling as an exercise considers many factors
among them the socio economic status of the
people affected and their place of origin.
(i) Land Board in consultation with Task Team on
Illegal Land Occupation in the Sub District has
identified 44 hectares of land west of Metsiaela
where the squatters will be relocated through
Affirmative Action.
(ii) Mr Speaker, the District has formed a Task Team
to deal with issues of squatting which comprises
of the offices of the District Commissioner,
Council Secretary, Tribal Administration, Land
Board, Immigration, and Local Councillors &
Village Development Committee. The findings of
this team are presented to all District Committees
for endorsement before the final decision is taken.
Thank you Mr Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Honourable Minister,
thank you for a very good answer. We are all aware of
the Basarwa’ s nomadic life and the fact that that they
are not well informed about land board or the need to
have been allocated land before you can settle on it; is
there a way that we can accommodate their culture just
the way it is? I know that is not part of the question but
maybe you might have just thought about it.
MR MAELE: The problem with Basarwa is they are
nomadic; they do not settle in one place. For us to let
them settle in one place means we should give them
rights or licences for that particular area therefore it
will be difficult to give them these rights or licences if
they move around frequently. The only thing we could
possibly do is let them settle somewhere and use it as
their base while they continue with their normal hunting
and gathering.
PLANS TO CONSTRUCT A PROPER BUS RANK
IN LEDUMANG
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
Asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:-
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(iii) If there are no plans to provide toilet facilities at
the rank.
MR MMOLOTSI: Mr Speaker, point of order.
MR SPEAKER: No, what is the point of order for?
MR MMOLOTSI: Mr Speaker, I thought you will
correct Honourable Member’s mistake of calling
the Basarwa nomadic yet we know that they are not
nomadic anymore.
MR SPEAKER: Why should I correct him when he is
the one who deals with them every day?
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Mr Speaker,
my ministry has no plans to develop a bus rank in
Ledumang…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order Mr Speaker.
I think he should correct or withdraw what he said
because Basarwa are no longer nomadic. They used to
be nomadic but we as the government have rectified
that. They are now settled and I think we need to look
after them just like other countries do.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Maele, correct your
statement.
MR MAELE: Mr Speaker, I think the context in which
I used the word nomadic can only be understood by
myself, Honourable Maele and Honourable…
MR SPEAKER: You are wasting our time Honourable
Member.
MR MAELE: No, I am not going to withdraw this word
because I know exactly what I meant and Honourable
Mokgware and Honourable Lelatisitswe understand
what I am talking about. This people have a lifestyle in
which today they will go to the cattle post from there
they go somewhere else and so on. I have used the word
nomadic in that context.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION (DR VENSON
– MOITOI): On a point of order Mr Speaker. Let me
help, Mr Speaker. When I travel around the world I will
be going for Human rights council; let me help you
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because Honourable Mokgware has misled you. Basarwa
have a right to have a permanent home and that is what
we want too as the government. We need to correct the
mistake of referring to them as still being nomadic; as
far as land rights are concerned in today’s Botswana, it
would be a misconception and the world would look at
us differently and think we are undermining them. Let
us correct this mistake Honourable member because this
does not reflect well on us.
MR SPEAKER: Order. Honourable Minister Maele,
withdraw the word nomadic.
MR MAELE: Mr Speaker, I do not understand. To be
honest with you, I think this matter will also need to
be taken to the Business Committee so that you can
explain to me that the context that I have used the word
nomadic…
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Maele.
MR MAELE: Pardon?
MR SPEAKER: Withdraw the word nomadic.
MR MAELE: ok, I withdraw sir.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you.
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Mr Speaker, my
ministry has no plans to develop a bus rank in Ledumang.
However, Government has appointed a consultant to
carry out a feasibility study for the implementation of
a Public Transport System for the Greater Gaborone
area. This study is being done under the auspices of
the Ministry of Transport and Communications. The
objective of this study is to assess the existing public
transport operations and recommend appropriate
facilities and/or interventions that will support a more
sustainable and efficient public transport system for the
city region.
The current utilisation of this particular space in the
manner that is being used, as a drop off/pick up point
for combis, is not in anticipation of the establishment
of a formal bus rank in that area but rather an informal
utilisation of a public space. My Ministry, through
Gaborone City Council has not found it necessary to
initiate any action as yet because the usage of this space
is not deemed to be self-allocation or squatting.
Mr Speaker, there are currently no plans to build public
toilets facilities at this informal drop off/pick up point in
view of the fact that such a decision will be informed by
recommendations of the study referred to above. Thank
you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR SPEAKER: You should limit your supplementaries
because you have already wasted time with nomadic.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I am wondering what part of
Gaborone you live in for you to come up with an answer
that….
MR SPEAKER: Can you go straight to the question.
MR NKAIGWA: For you to come up with an answer
that; that place is a drop off/pick off place when we
know quite well that those combis spend all day there
and the stakeholders are concerned about this and the
fact that students have also used it as a place where
they buy drugs. Where do you stay, for you to come up
with such an answer that is so misleading to the nation?
Honourable Minister how are you going to help the
residents of Ledumang by making sure that the taxi rank
is closed down for good? Where do you expect them
to access ablution facilities if the spend the whole day
there?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Well, in the second
part of the question…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Point
of order Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable Speaker. I
need to be guided because I think this House is at risk
of being out of order. We have a way and a manner in
which we address each other and a way and a manner
in which we ask our questions. I think it is inappropriate
for Honourable Minister to be asked a question that is
also full of disrespect and undermining him. How is that
supposed to help him answer the question? Or should he
also retaliate before he answers the question? So I think
this House is out of order.
MR SPEAKER: Avoid using offensive words when
talking to each other to avoid conflicts. Honourable
Minister, stay calm when answering your question.
Honourable Nkaigwa, stop your bad habit of including
unnecessary statements when asking questions. Ask
questions that will get you back information.
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Mr Speaker, I think I
have dealt adequately with the question that was being
asked, because this is not a formal bus or taxi rank,
whatever you want to call it, this is an open space that at
the moment is being utilised as a drop off/pick up point
for combis. There is nothing that has been established
officially by the ministry or by the council. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Order! The last one.
MR NKAIGWA: Honourable Minister, how are you
Hansard No 182
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going to assist us as Ledumang residents because I do
agree with you that it is an open space but the mini buses
park at that bus rank for the whole day. How are the
people working at that bus rank going to be assisted
because they work there the whole day?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: If the Honourable
Member had listened to the first portion of the questions
Mr Speaker, may I repeat it maybe so that he hears it
clearly.

MR MMOLOTSI: This question was not answered.
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order, Minister
responded that a feasibility study is being conducted.
That is not the kind of question you can ask the
Minister in Parliament that where should people relieve
themselves. What kind of question is that?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

MR SPEAKER: Proceed Honourable Member.

MR SPEAKER: It can be asked at the Council.

MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: My Ministry has
no plans to develop a bus rank in Ledumang however,
government has appointed a consultant to carry out a
feasibility study for the implementation of a public
transport system for the greater Gaborone. So something
is being done Mr Speaker. Thank you.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Mr
Speaker!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification!
MR SPEAKER: No!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker!
MR SPEAKER: There are no procedures, do not even
think of asking a question which was asked here, you
are wasting time, there are so many questions here.
What exactly do you want to know which has not been
asked yet?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Why are you scolding
us?
MR SPEAKER: I am just asking you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, we are not your
kids.
MR SPEAKER: Procedure Honourable Mmolotsi, do
not repeat the question which was asked here.

MR SPEAKER: Order! No more point order.
UPDATE ON SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION
OF CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC CRIME
CASES SINCE APRIL 2008
MR. D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security to state the kinds of assets and their value
and the amount of money forfeited after successful
prosecution of corruption and economic crime criminal
cases since April 2008.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, before 2014, the law that was in use was
the proceeds of serious crimes Act (CAB: 08:03) which
provided for forfeiture of assets of serious crimes upon
conviction, that meaning it was Conviction Based. All
the corruption and economic crime cases that were
prosecuted during the period under question did not
result in any order for forfeiture with the result that there
were no assets forfeited.

MR MMOLOTSI: Where should they get ablutions to
relieve themselves?

This law has since been repealed and a new law being
the proceeds and Instruments of Crime Act of 2014
which commenced on the 1st January 2015. With the
coming into effect of the Proceeds and Instruments of
Crimes Act of 2014 there is now provision for forfeiture
proceedings to be made regardless of whether the trial
results in conviction or not. This law is non-conviction
based and to this end assets could be forfeited even in
the event of any acquittal. I thank you Mr Speaker.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you are out of
order!

ACCESS OF LAND BOARD SERVICES BY
MOKUBILO AND MMEA RESIDENTS

MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure. Mr Speaker. My
concern is that an Honourable Member asked a question
that, now that people are already there, where can they
use the ablutions?
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order!

MR MMOLOTSI: He did not get a response…
HONOURABLE
Ledumang toilets.
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MEMBER:

There

are

some

MR. S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Lands and Housing if he is aware that
Mokubilo and Mmea residents still access services of
the Land Board at Marapong; if so:-
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(ix) when will the process of moving them to
Letlhakane be concluded; and

(x) why it took this long.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Mr Speaker, I am aware that Mokubilo and
Mmea residents still access services from Marapong
Sub Land Board.
(i) As the Honourable House may be aware, in my
response to Question 252 on 17th February 2015,
I indicated that Central District undertook an
exercise to harmonise administrative boundaries.
The purpose of the exercise was that all villages
falling within a Sub Land Board area of jurisdiction
be placed within a corresponding Sub District.
The exercise which started in 2014 was completed
in January 2016 and the report has been submitted
to my Ministry for consideration.
(ii) The process took too long due to consultation
with the communities of the villages concerned
including all relevant stakeholders such as Bogosi,
Council etc. It is our commitment Mr Speaker to
complete this exercise in the early part of the next
financial year. I thank you.
ABSORPTION OF TEMPORARY TEACHERS
INTO FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT
MR. H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Education and Skills Development:(i) if she is aware that some teachers have been
working on a temporary basis for more than five
(5) years despite the availability of vacancies; and
(ii) how long it takes for a temporary teacher to be
absorbed into full time employment.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Thank
you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I am aware that some
teachers have been working on a temporary basis for
more than five years due to shortage of vacancies to
absorb them on permanent basis.
However, entry level vacancies continue to be filled as
and when they become vacant. My Ministry maintains a
database of entry level teacher graduates which captures
all candidates who are awaiting employment. The
database includes even the teachers who are currently
engaged on temporary basis. These teachers continue
to get absorbed as and when suitable vacancies become
available.
Lastly, Mr Speaker, there is no definite time for
absorption of teachers on temporary employment

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
into full time employment since it varies according to
different subject areas. In some subjects such as Physics
with no qualified graduates in the market, it can take a
shorter period of one month as and when they become
available in the market or less, whereas in others it can
take up to five years or more. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister can you
give us the current number of trained teachers who have
not yet been absorbed? Secondly Minister could you
perhaps…
MR SPEAKER: Order! You should ask only one
supplementary Honourable Member, time is not on our
side.
MR MOLAO: I do not have the statistics of those who
are not employed on a permanent basis, I could have
brought the statistics if he had tabled a question. Thank
you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: The last one Honourable Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Minister. Minister why is it that we have
teachers of foreign nationals teaching in our government
schools whereas the teachers who are Batswana are
working as temporary teachers?
MR MOLAO: As the government we know that if a
person is on a contract, he/she is allowed to work until
the contract ends. We cannot just terminate the contract
and employ a Motswana. We wait for the contract to
end first that is when the opportunity opens up then we
employ Motswana, that is the procedure Honourable
Member.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Member I said that
was the last one.
UPDATE ON FOREIGN NATIONALS WHO
OVERSTAYED IN BOTSWANA IN 2014 AND 2015
MR. D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Labour and Home
Affairs to state:(i) the number of foreign nationals who overstayed in
Botswana in the years 2014 and 2015 respectively;
(ii) their countries of origin; reasons for overstaying;
(iii) penalties meted out against the wrongdoers; and if
there is consideration of dealing with overstaying
differently in the future
Hansard No 182
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MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Thank Mr Speaker. A total of 5, 935
foreign nationals were arrested, charged and convicted
for overstaying during the years 2014/2015 comprising
2, 816 in 2014 and 3, 119 in 2015.
(i)
the countries of origin and numbers of the
foreign nationals who overstayed are as follows:
Zimbabwe

		

3920

South Africa

		

486

China		

		

264

Malawi		

		

227

Kenya		

		

225

Zambia		

		

218

			

212

		

137

Namibia
India		
Uganda		

112

Nigeria		

		

52

Lesotho

			

43

Pakistan

			

21

Egypt		

		

17

Swaziland

		

15

Sri-Lanka

		

15

(i) The reasons given for overstaying vary, but they
are all inexcusable in law hence the convictions.

(ii) Overstaying in Botswana is an offence punishable
under Section 21(a) of the Immigration Act passed
by this Parliament with a fine of between P100 to
P1000 or to imprisonment to a term not exceeding
one year, or both.

(iii) Mr Speaker, I consider the law adequate. As a

result, my Ministry has no intention to introduce
changes in the way persons who overstay in the
country are dealt with. I thank you Mr Speaker.

MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Honourable Minister, these figures are for only
two years but they are so alarming. What reasons for
overstaying could you have observed? Countries like
South Africa recently declared people who overstay
persona non grata, do you not have any intensions to
do so?
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MR BATSHU: Thank you Mr Speaker. We are a
sovereign state called Botswana. We have a small
population and a small economy, so we would not allow
a situation where our people will be swamped by foreign
nationals. So we have no intention of copying what
South Africa has done under whatever circumstances.
Thank you.
MS BATHOBAKAE: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Last one Honourable Bathobakae.
MS BATHOBAKAE: Honourable Minister, how true
is it that when you depot foreigners form Zimbabwe in
the morning, in the evening they would be back in the
country?
MR BATSHU: I do not know whether that is true, but
we sometimes hear such rumours.
NON PROVISION OF ALL SERVICES BY
LETLHAKANE BOTSWANA UNIFIED
REVENUE SERVICE (BURS) OFFICE
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Finance and Development Planning if he is
aware that Botswana Unified Revenue Service office in
Letlhakane does not provide all services, for example
they do not collect cash; if so:-

(i) what services are provided by the Letlhakane
office;

(ii) where do people in Boteti currently access services
that are not available in this office;

(iii) how has this affected compliance with taxation
laws; and

(iv) when will Letlhakane office provide all the other
services.

MINISTER OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING (MR MATAMBO): Mr Speaker, I am
aware that the Botswana unified Revenue Service
(BURS) Office in Letlhakane does not currently provide
all the services. In order to address this challenge, I am
happy to indicate that BURS has recently awarded a
contract to a local company to refurbish the office and
the work is expected to be completed by 31st March 20l6
after which the scope of services offered at the office
will increase and include among others collection of
revenue.
(i) Mr Speaker, the services currently being provided
at the Letlhakane Office are front office counter
services, addressing general enquiries, issuing
of Tax Clearance Certificates and receiving of
Income Tax and Value Added Tax (VAT) returns.

Thursday 10thMarch, 2016
(ii) Mr Speaker, residents of Boteti area can access
other services such as payment of tax at the BURS
Office situated at the Orapa Airport. Any other tax
services that cannot be provided at this office (the
Orapa Airport) can be obtained in Francistown. In
addition, tax payers that have registered to access
E-services provided by BURS can do so on line
without having to visit any BURS office.
(iii) Mr Speaker, to assist tax payers to comply with tax
obligations, BURS has embarked on a number of
projects and programmes that include the opening
of new offices and the development of E-services
platforms that will allow tax payers to file their tax
returns on line and make payments electronically
through their banks.
(iv) Mr Speaker, I have been advised by BURS that
all services that cannot currently be obtained at
Letlhakane Office will be provided during the first
quarter of 2016/17 financial year. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
CONSIDERATION TO CONSTRUCT AN
ADDITIONAL ROAD ALONG OLD TONOTAGABORONE ROAD
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Transport and Communications if he
will consider constructing an additional road along the
old Tonota/Gaborone road which passes by the Marang
Cresta Hotel and Tati River Lodge heading southwards,
since such would significantly reduce traffic along the
A1 Road between Tonota and Francistown.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Mr Speaker,
the construction of additional road along the old Tonota/
Gaborone road which passes by the Marang Cresta
Hotel and Tati River Lodge heading southwards was
not included in the current development plan (NDP
10) nor is it proposed for NDP 11 due to budgetary
constraints. It must however be noted, Mr Speaker, that
the upgrading of the on-going Tonota-Francistown road
to dual carriageway once completed will significantly
reduce traffic congestion along the A1 Road between
Tonota and Francistown and the completion of the
Thapama interchange will also facilitate smooth flow of
traffic within the City of Francistown. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
CONSTRUCTION OF A WESTERN BYPASS
FROM TATI SIDING TO FRANCISTOWN
THROUGH GERALD ESTATES
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Transport and Communications when

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
he will construct a western bypass from Tati Siding to
Francistown through Gerald Estates which would result
in a significant reduction of the traffic congestion along
the A1 Road between the two places.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Mr Speaker,
the construction of a western bypass from Tati Siding
to Francistown through Gerald Estates was not included
in the current development plan (NDP 10) nor is it
proposed for NDP 11 due to budgetary constraints.
Mr Speaker, the construction of MmandunyaneShashemooke-Borolong-Chadibe-Mathangwane
Road (65 km) road, which has been considered for
construction under the current Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP), is expected to reduce traffic
congestion along A1 road and also serve as a bypass to
Francistown. Construction of this road is expected to
commence during the 2016/2017 financial year. Thank
you Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: What procedure now Honourable
Mmolotsi?
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, I take it that when we debate you keep a record;
I was telling you last time that Ministers do favours for
one another with regard to projects, can you see now
how things are being done?
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order Honourable
Mmolotsi.
USE OF OLD MAGISTRATE COURT BUILDING
IN FRANCISTOWN FOR UNINTENDED
PURPOSES
MR B. H. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN WEST): asked
the Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture:(i) if he is aware that the old Magistrate Court building
in Francistown, which was initially designed for
youth to run their businesses is no longer used for
its intended purposes, since at this point in time,
even adults have been accommodated therein and
are actually running businesses from the premises
thus avoiding to pay rent; and
(ii) if he will consider evicting adults from these
premises without any further delay.
ACTING MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND
CULTURE (MR BATSHU): Mr Speaker, in an effort to
create a market place for Youth Businesses, in 2015, my
Ministry sought permission to utilise the Old Magistrate
Court building in Francistown to set up such a centre.
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We have since been given such permission pending
refurbishment of the premises. Madam Speaker, I
am aware that about 30 companies/organisations are
operating from the said building, with the majority of
them belonging to the youth, while a few are operated
by adults. It has to be noted, however, that the premises
were not initially reserved for youth businesses.
(i) Mr Speaker, the Francistown City Council is
currently the custodian of the premises, and
therefore regulates occupation of the building.
My Ministry has reached an agreement with the
Council to refurbish the buildings and reserve
the premises for occupation by youth businesses
and those in the arts. Maintenance work is ongoing, and when the works are complete, and the
building is officially handed to my Ministry, a fair
and transparent process will be applied to select
tenants for the premises. Only those who meet the
criteria set and are occupying the building legally
will be retained. I thank you, Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Since it looks
like the commencement of the refurbishing will not
be anytime soon, why have the young people been
instructed to evacuate the premises? Why not wait for
the refurbishing to start then that is when they could be
asked to evacuate?
MR BATSHU: Thank you Honourable Member. I am
not aware of who have issued that instruction because
it is in my interest as the Minister of Youth, Sport and
Culture to have young people occupy those premises
until they are handed over to the Ministry for their
use. If you are aware of the office that has issued that
instruction, kindly notify my office but I suspect that
it could have been issued by the council in which case
we shall liaise with the Ministry of Local Government
to stop that.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Procedure Mr Speaker. Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Tomorrow is Friday and I would like to remind some
Honourable Members here that they should come to
respond to their questions because it seems like they
are developing a habit of disregarding that. I hope you
keep a constant reminder to all the concerned Members.
I thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, I am not aware
of what you are talking about.
MR TSOGWANE: Be clear.
MR SPEAKER: No my understanding is that every
Member of Parliament should be present whenever
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Parliament is sitting. Failure to honour that is by choice
and therefore if you form a quorum of 21 Members,
we continue regardless of others being absent. Order!
Honourable Members.
MR TSOGWANE: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Tsogwane, you are
wasting our time.
MR TSOGWANE: Procedure, you do not understand
me.
MR SPEAKER: You are wasting our time.
MR TSOGWANE: I am not, I am trying to make your
job easier.
MR SPEAKER: Proceed Honourable Member.
MR TSOGWANE: If business of the House concerning
a particular Ministry has been noticed and the concerned
Honourable Minister does not honour the notification
to come and respond, what do you do? Do you remind
them to come and respond?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tsogwane, I expect every
Member of Parliament to be present when the House
is sitting. Currently, I am not aware of any business
that needs to be responded to but all issues that are still
pending are on my table. Therefore forget about these
issues and encourage other Members of Parliament to
attend sessions.

TABLING OF PAPER
The following paper was tabled:
BOTSWANA UNIFIED REVENUE SERVICE
ANNUAL REPORT, 2015.
(Minister of Finance and Development Planning)

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Assembly in Committee
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
ORGANISATION 2300INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY
(Resumed Debate)
MR CHAIRPERSON (MR MOLATLHEGI):
Order! Order! Honourable Members, the debate
on this Organisation is resuming today, I therefore
remind Honourable Members that I shall call upon the
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Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at 1635 hours
today and the question will be put at 1705 hours. When
we adjourned yesterday, Honourable Makgalemele
was on the floor, and he was left with 6 minutes and 9
seconds.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Chairperson. I
was just commending Honourable Molefhi for…
DR MMATLI: Procedure. Thank you Mr Chairperson.
Yesterday I had the opportunity to speak in the House
and the radio which covers the deliberations of this
House distorted my debate during their broadcasting. If
that is how they operate, it is not being fair to this House
because we are here sent on behalf, therefore I seek your
intervention Mr Chairperson. I do not know if I should
explain what I said and what they said because I am not
happy at all about what transpired yesterday.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Thank you Honourable Mmatli.
Order! Honourable Mmatli I have noted your concern
but there is nothing I could do to assist you, all you can
do is go to the concerned radio station and present your
complaint. All your debates are recorded in the Hansard,
everyone is entitled to ask for them so that they capture
the right content, and therefore there is no excuse for
someone to misrepresent your speech. However, if that
is the general concern, we will address it at the General
Assembly. Let us preserve time and deal with this at the
General Assembly if this is a general concern.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): I just applauded Botswana
Institute for Technology Research and Innovation
(BITRI). They are assisting us with the Kgalagadi Sand
Building Block, it is a special programme which will
enhance the economy of the areas which the materials
used to make this brick will be found. Let me also
implore the Minister to consider conducting a feasibility
study to determine if this brick could not be used to
construct roads, since the sand used to make the brick
seems to be found in many areas. Maybe we could
come up with a programme for interlocking bricks.
Honourable Minister, if you do this, it would help us
as we need internal road in Shoshong area and we are
aware that the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development has financial challenges and therefore
cannot manage to construct internal roads. With
interlocking bricks, through your assessment, they can
speed up the construction of internal roads in different
villages.
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Before I conclude on the issue of BITRI, I would like
to talk about electricity. We have had two women
from Mokgenene and Poloka who we sent to India, at
Barefoot College, where they learnt to production of
solar energy. Some of the trainees were from Honourable
Moipisi’s constituency. BITRI has since partnered with
these women as they are the technocrats in solar power
production and it has since been recognised that their
skill could have an impact on taking the country forward
and therefore their skills enhanced so that they impart
that knowledge in their villages. One other thing that I
want to commend the Honourable Minister on is the issue
of carrying out of performance audits. I wish for this to
be carried out upon every completion of projects. We
should have maintenance plans in place upon handing
over of every project. I believe that would help because I
have realised that for the past few years when we started
maintenance, we ended up using quite a lot of money.
Honourable Minister, I want to thank you for showing
your interest on issues of climate change as well as the
existing challenges. This is one of the issues that are
very dear to the Deputy Speaker of National Assembly.
We do believe that the assessment that he carried out
could come in handy for us in Lesoso area especially in
the Agriculture section. They will benefit us like he has
stated in the Integrated Support Programme for Arable
Agriculture Development (ISPAAD) and Livestock
Management and Infrastructure Development (LIMID).
Let me request you to disseminate the report and its
recommendations to the assessment that you carried.
In the past financial year, you highlighted that you will
consider looking at Indigenous knowledge skills, you
stated that in paragraph 18. I had thought that you will
give us feedback on how far off you have gone regarding
that because in Shoshong we have so much indigenous
skills and we could do many things. Therefore when
you presented on this issue, we were happy and
applauded it and shared it with our constituents. Lastly
Mr Chairperson, I would like to talk about Botswana
Innovation Hub. I am thankful for the good job that this
department is doing. Even though I am aware that at the
Innovation Hub, research is carried out to come up with
new and unique ideas, but some of the research should
be geared towards the betterment of rural villages. We
should not only focus on the development of cities and
towns. There should be a deliberate biased strategy that
some of the research to be carried out should be on the
betterment of rural villages. I think that if this is done, it
would help on issues of rural development. Thank you
Mr Chairperson.
MR KHAN (MOLEPOLOLE NORTH): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. I will not take much time, let me speak
in English so that I may be able to articulate some of the
words which might give me a hard time in Setswana.
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Honourable Minister, this department has not been
given enough budget because we are looking at a
backlog of maintenance cases. When we look at the
Department of Building and Engineering Services
(DBES), this maintenance unit under your Ministry, it
does not perform well at all, either because they do not
have sufficient funding to execute the responsibilities. I
find that in many constituencies, we are lagging behind
in terms of maintenance. I had the opportunity under the
Parliamentary Committee for Health and HIV to go and
visit some hospitals.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Khan, you are
confusing me, you started on with Setswana and now
you have switched to English
MR KHAN: I found it fit to continue using the English
language, sorry for that.
MR CHAIRPERSON: but the procedure is that you
continue with the language that you started your debate
with.
MR KHAN: Should I debate in Setswana?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Yes!
MR KHAN: I will try.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, if you want to
debate in English please do so.
MR KHAN: No, let me try debating in Setswana today.
I take it that the minister will understand me. When I
took a tour under the Parliamentary committee for
Health and HIV, I realised that most of the hospitals
we visited needed maintenance. Most of the equipment
were not working properly and therefore this led to
nurses not executing their mandate of assisting patients
well. Some hospitals have broken windows and during
rains, the water flows into those hospitals and people
do not working well. This implies that the Department
of Buildings and Engineering Services (DBES) is not
doing its job. It is either your management is not doing
well or there is shortage of funds.
In my view, there is need for a lot of maintenance in
schools, hospitals and other Government buildings. In
Gaborone at the Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs
Headquarters, air conditioners have not been working
for almost six years now. Our children who work by
the counters there are suffering and they end up not
assisting their customers well. The heat coupled with a
lot of work and they end up not treating their customers
well.
A building like the Ministry of Education and Skills
Development also has a problem of air conditioners
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and all lifts are not working. At the Ministry of Labour
and Home Affairs, people who seek help at Gender
Affairs have to go to the seventh floor using stairs. The
Government has been talking about programmes at
Gender Affairs and those programmes make people to
come all the way from Molepolole who are suffering
from diabetes and high blood pressure. They will be too
weak to climb up the stairs. It is not good at all. Four
lifts are completely out of use in a beautiful building
like that.That means that there are problems somewhere.
That should be addressed.
In Molepolole at KgariSechele it has been almost four
years with no maintenance. Teachers` quarters are old. If
you can go and see those houses, you would not want to
stay in such houses Honourable Minister. Moruakgomo
School is dilapidated and card boxes have been used to
cover the windows. Doors and ceilings are worn out.
Can a child learn well in such an environment? Children
do not learn properly. In winter children suffer from the
cold weather and they cannot write properly. Their focus
would not be in writing but in protecting themselves
from the situation that they would be in at that time. Try
to improve that situation.
The other issue that I want you to address is the
Department of Research and Science Technology under
your Ministry. It has been allocated a little budget.
When we talk about research, there is need for a lot of
funds. We have natural resources in Botswana. God has
given us a lot. If we are going to allow the White people
to come and do research for us or for themselves and let
them take our things, we would not be using the senses
that God has given us.
I want to talk about natural plants. At times when we
talk about herbal medicine, people do not understand.
Minister, you know that I once talked about this. So let
us look into the natural plants that we have in Botswana.
Sengaparile (devils claw) that Batswana do not use is
used by many foreigners. But it has a lot of benefits
in treating arthritis and improving the complexion. It
improves the complexion and women can use it. It is
true it works. There are herbs like Monna-montsho and
mokgwapha which work well. Mokgwapha works well
in different ways.
What I am saying is that your Ministry can do research.
There is Dr Peloewetse who has done research at the
University of Botswana on these herbs. Minister if we
could work together maybe we could take this country
forward in terms of diversification of the economy by
planting these herbs. We can package them in boxes
and sell to other countries as herbal medicine that can
improve our immune system. If we can do that, I confirm

Thursday 10thMarch, 2016

that we can see the numbers of people who go to clinics
and hospitals go down. A good immune system would
protect us from being prone to illnesses.
Talk about lemon Minister and do research on the
internet. If you cut it into slices and make a mixture
with water, the mixture helps prevent cancer. Cancer
is spreading in our country and many people are dying
because of it. It is a chronic disease. If you take this
lemon, it protects you from getting cancer. It cannot heal
cancer, but it can protect someone from getting cancer. I
therefore urge you Minister to request for funds to carry
out research that can help our country. Thank you.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Thank you very
much Mr Chairperson. I had almost given up the hope
of ever getting a chance to speak.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. Mr Chairperson,
I thought you were taking two from each side, so does
that apply only when Members of the BDP are not in?
MR CHAIRPERSON: At times it is best when
someone just ignores you.
MR KESUPILE: Mr Chairperson, I take that this
Ministry carries a very serious name; Infrastructure,
Science and Technology sounded together the conge
vision of profound change. Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) preaches change for prosperity. We
foresee change coming through the efforts of this
Ministry either directly or indirectly. UDC came to life
of formation long after the Ministry had been named
the Ministry of Infrastructure, Science and Technology.
Surprisingly the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
was able to read with profound telepathic prophecy
that the establishment of UDC will have a portfolio
responsibility for communications, technological
innovations and scientific research for development.
That we tend to agree in that it is highly commendable.
My expectation is that this ministry must endeavor
to influence profoundly mindset change and cultural
change. Culture here defined in its broadest sense. That
is the culture that will re-shape the content and the
direction of education and health in this country. The
nature of our industries and trade, the infrastructure for
communication systems in the skies and on the ground,
and most importantly give our society an admirable
flavour.
I see no other ministry and I want to repeat, I see no
other ministry with pluralistic effects as diverse as your
ministry. When we celebrate the 50th Anniversary this
year, it will be a direct or an indirect examination of
the impact of your ministry on the various facets of
development in as far as science and technology would
have contributed.
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Having said that, I want to play an advocacy role on
two issues in your request, the Botswana Institute
for Technology Research and Innovation (BITRI)
and Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) Associate Programme. I have seen trainees
or participants in this programme. They are highly
motivated individuals who take their training very, very
seriously. In fact, to them it is tantamount to a glorious
calling. They want to succeed in their training and to
succeed in their endeavor to establish worthwhile ICT
Programmes. They are in my view hopes as future
champions of ICT in our country. Minister, I am asking
you to allow BITRI to stay with them until they have
sharpened their skills and are up and running. Do not
leave them in the wilderness as other programmes
do, which leave youth without any mentoring of their
projects.
The second one I advocate for is what I see in your
presentation, a statement; indigenous knowledge based
products, and I advocate here for indigenous knowledge
systems. I see it thrown in there as if it is a fluff. Fluff
not in the phonographic sense but fluff in the social
acceptable sense. That gives me the thinking that
indigenous knowledge systems take the lowest priority
in a battery of activities of your ministry. I know your
views on indigenous knowledge systems and I would
plead with you that they should conform to what you do
in this ministry.
FOOD
The food types that we eat enter hotels through the back
door. Our knowledge on tannery and leather work needs
to come to the fore and make an impact. Knowledge of
plants and their properties need to come to the fore and
make their impact. The way we build houses even the
way we build compounds must come to the fore and
make their impact. We know very well that Batswana
generally depend on traditional medicine and traditional
doctors for the upkeep of their health. But we are very
slow in kicking in with research so that we can make
this field a worthwhile field.
I would also like to plead with you Minster that let us
recognize the ownership of the indigenous knowledge
systems to the groups that originated them, to the groups
that are still active with the indigenous knowledge that
we sought and allow them to benefit from the use of that
information. So that others may also begin to remember,
recollect and unearth the indigenous knowledge systems
that exists within them.
It troubles my mind to hear that, whether this is
correct or wrong, that some company elsewhere not
in this country, is benefiting from commercialization
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of Sengaparile. Basarwa in whom the knowledge was
found still in existence and alive, are not benefiting from
that. I am pleading with you that where we find a risible
of indigenous knowledge system, let us recognize that
it comes from that group of people in this country.
Whatever developments we do, let us make sure that
they get benefits whether we patent them, let us make
sure that they benefit. Because all over the world,
indigenous knowledge systems make a fundamental
contribution to the eradication or reduction of poverty,
even to creation of jobs for those people who have not
had the opportunity to attend school and this knowledge
helps them to survive and to feel proud that they too
belong to a country that is called the Republic of
Botswana. Thank you.
MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): I too wanted to
stand to support the Minister of Infrastructure Science
and Technology in his budget request. I want to start by
commending you for the good work that you are doing
in your Ministry.
One thing that I want to commend you on that could
have been done long back is that you saw it proper to
start registration of our engineers, quantity surveyors
and architects, I would say that this is a welcome
improvement in our developing country because once
in a while we have a number of new buildings. These
buildings have to be inspected by people with the right
expertise to make sure that they meet the authorised
building standards. I commend you for having come up
with this initiative and implementing it. I will also like
to commend your Ministry for empowering the youth.
This shows great progress. You are portraying that the
future of this country is in the hands of the youth. While
doing so, encourage the youth to unite because their
lack of unity is the reason their companies collapse. But
if they unite, this could help their companies to grow.
They could play a big role in the development of this
country.
Honourable Minister I agree with the previous speakers
that the money that has been allocated to your Ministry
is not enough. I have previously mentioned that there
are about four or five Ministries whose budget request
is insufficient and one such Ministry is yours. You need
more funds to be able to achieve the requirements of
your Ministry. As leaders we have been focusing on
major projects that you previously mentioned that they
have been taking years to finish. Some of these projects
are the Sir Seretse Khama International Airport and the
stadium. If a project that was planned to take a year to
complete ends up taking five years, it means the country
has made a huge loss; the taxpayers money have been
wasted because the work has not been done in the time
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that has been planned and budgeted for. That is why I
believe you need more funds because you have lot of
responsibility and challenges ahead of you that you
need to overcome. For us to progress as a country not
Ministry per se we need to make sure that the Research,
Science and Technology is a fully fledged and functional
unit. To achieve that this unit has to be more resourced
and all the necessities required for it to function availed.
This is what I will be standing up for. We noticed how
you developed the Research unit in your Ministry;
Maun, Francistown and Gaborone now have offices
that will assist to take this country further. Honourable
Minister, I will be wrong if I do not advise you on the
Department of Building and Engineering Services
(DBES). If it was within my power, I would definitely
give this Department a full transformation. I do not like
the idea of it being privatised; I want it to be part of this
Ministry. You should focus on this department and see
what could be done to improve it.
In places like Nata and Gweta, It takes a year to fix
problems in hospitals and schools while they are waiting
for DBES. Batswana are tired of this. We want this
department to continue functioning, to have resources
and good management. The buildings have to be looked
after because there is no need for the Government to
invest some billions on buildings and then failing to
maintain such infrastructure. When you get to Sowa
Town in my constituency….
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tshireletso, you
cannot go out. Honourable Nkaigwa has gone out
therefore you cannot go out too.
MR MAJAGA: The situation in schools in Gweta is
devastating. I agree with the previous speakers who
stated that we have plenty of some indigenous traditional
herbs. If we could work with the university we will be
able to achieve a lot of things. The university could do
a research about our indigenous herbs like monepenepe,
sengaparile, mothama, and motawana which I believe
will be able to help Batswana. Some people are not
aware that these herbs are available in high quantities in
our country. We have got a lot of species of herbs that
are being used in this country but because research has
not been done about them, they are not publicly used….
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are 21.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tshireletso, your
total will be 21 if you are included, if you leave we will
not have enough quorum. … (Inaudible) …..
MR MAJAGA: Honourable Member I would like
to commend you for the developments brought by
the Botswana Technology Research and Innovation
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(BITRI); we now have lights. May this company expand
even in the Southern Africa Development Committee
(SADC) Region until we see this poor community of
ours in the SADC region using the lights which are
made of local products then I will know that we are
indeed progressing. The main thing is to support you in
this budget. Thank you.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Mr
Chairperson, I thank you and I do support the budget
proposal for the Ministry of Infrastructure, Science
and Technology. Mr Chairperson, I just want to speak
to a few issues starting with the public building
infrastructure as in the Engineers Registration Board,
the Architects Registration Council, the Quantity
Surveyors Registration Board, that it is long overdue
and this is very good progress that we should applaud
and encourage the Ministry to hasten to encourage all
these professionals in these various entities to qualify
to register and have regulations that can regulate their
behaviour.
If you look out there, we do have substandard
buildings that were meant to be supervised by some
of the professionals in these different fields and they
have always fallen short. It is my understanding that
consultancies to supervise building infrastructure is
always contracted to either engineers in various fields,
architects and quantity surveyors to ensure that there
is proper implementation. More often than not we
come back to this House to lament that there are so
many defects at such and such a building while these
professionals were engaged and tasked to ensure proper
implementation of such. It is my hope that these bodies
will ensure quality control. It is my hope that these
bodies will take appropriate action on the professionals
who neglect their duties, be it engineers, quantity
surveyors or architects.
These boards must have robust regulations, even
disciplinary processes that can ensure that each one of
these professionals do their jobs and do it professionally
because it is unto them that we put our trust as
Batswana and as Government for the proper delivery
of infrastructure across the country and at a great
expense to the tax payer. When we hear that there is
a road somewhere and immediately upon completion it
needs immediate maintenance or that there is a building
somewhere that has been built to almost completion
without brick force, this is really something that we
should nip in the bud as Government. We can only rely
on these professional bodies to ensure that their members
do comply and if they are found to be negligent, strict
measures must be taken including even deregistration so
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that they cannot continue to practise if they are found to
have flouted procedures or neglected their duties. More
often than not we go back to maintain buildings which
were neglected during construction at a great expense to
this nation and at a great expense to the tax payer who
expects fully compliant structures. That is why I wish to
applaud the Ministry for coming up with these bodies
and ensuring that they do register and recognise their
professions in this regard.
The Building Control Act; we can only encourage the
Ministry to expedite finishing the draft regulations,
so that they can be put to use, including the Act for
the Construction Industry Regulator or Authority
and Constructor Registration Board. These are very
important pieces of regulations that will establish
entities that we can put our trust unto.
Mr Speaker, lastly just talking to the issue of research
and innovation, we strive to be a knowledge based and an
innovative economy. It is through this Ministry that we
can achieve this dream. We should strive as a Ministry to
ensure that we set up a proper, well-resourced research
and innovation fund that young people who are coming
up and anybody who has the zeal, the knowledge or the
competencies to undertake research and to innovate
can tap into this fund. That is the only way that we can
become the knowledge based economy that we aspire
to be as Botswana. We can only nudge the Ministry to
move with speed in so far as encouraging research and
innovation is concerned.
We note the innovation hub. We should be talking to
issues as to whether we are resourcing them enough
to attract different professionals to set up at the hub to
generate a lot of knowledge, innovation and research, so
that indeed Botswana can become an icon in terms of
research, knowledge and innovation.
The joblessness that is currently rampant in our country;
we can generate adequate employment through research
and innovation because through research and innovation
there will be new ideas as to what could be done to
ensure that we generate more employment or we open
more avenues for employment opportunities. Also to
help Government in its planning process so that as we
plan going forward in our developmental trajectory, we
should be having adequate information that is obtained
through evidence based research, information that can
be used by the planners, by Government to plan properly
for the economic advancement of our country. This
Ministry is very, very vital to our lives going forward.
This is the way to go; research and innovation is the way
to go. We cannot be left behind while other countries
are progressing. We should try to increase our speed
Hansard No 182
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Honourable Minister so that we can catch up with those
that are ahead of us in terms of research and innovation.
Young people out there are quite hungry to tap into such
a fund if created so that they can try having experiments,
they can try innovative ways of creating employment
and creating job opportunities and economic prosperity
for themselves and by extension for our economy.
I thought Mr Speaker I should support the Ministry’s
budget by way of these brief comments. I thank you.
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Let me thank you
Mr Chairperson. Let me start by first of all thanking
Honourable Minister Molefhi, and agree with his
Ministry’s budget proposals.
I would like to thank Honourable Molefhi for playing a
vital role in Ramotswa; he is supporting the Centre for
the deaf. We appreciate the fact that you have noticed
our need at the Centre for the Deaf, and you promised
that you will assist us and take care of us. By doing so,
you are empowering the less fortunate; those who are
deaf. Honourable Minister, keep up the good work of
assisting us at this school. We need a lot of things as you
have seen. Even the buildings are not appropriate for
the disabled; they would be better suited for able bodied
people. Since you are responsible for the Ministry of
Infrastructure Science and Technology, please find
a way in which those buildings could be improved to
make them suitable for the deaf.
Honourable Minister I once asked a question with
regard to the technicians at Department of Building and
Engineering Services (DBES) who have been on C4
scale for a long time without advancing further. This
is discouraging them because there is a Presidential
Directive of 2008 which allows officers to be
simultaneously upgraded from C4 to C1 based on their
qualifications. In the South East it seems they are not
benefitting from that, and it seems they are not eligible
for it. Honourable Minister, look into it; we should not
discourage these officers by leaving them on C4 salary
scale forever.
Let me now talk about the Botswana Institute for
Technology Research and Innovation (BITRI). This
institute (BITRI) is very important; research in
technology is something very vital. I wanted to say you
should liaise with the University of Botswana and the
department of Research and work together; let there
not be individual researches; work closely together,
not in silos. They have extensive research which has
to do with materials; there is a lab for materials in UB
which could assist if we could join forces with them to
do this research on materials. I want to thank them for
discovering the Kgalagadi Sand brick.
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In their research Honourable Minister, as they keep
finding bricks which could be made using the Kgalagadi
Sand, they should also find out whether those bricks
cannot reduce the heat as we sleep in the house.
Houses, especially those owned by people who stay at
Ditakaneng (Old Naledi) like Honourable Molatlhegi,
they stay in extremely hot two roomed houses.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(laughter)...
MR RANTUANA: Now if you are suffering from
diabetes, and in the evening come to that two rooms
which is very hot, it is very uncomfortable. If we
could make a research and find out whether we cannot
make these bricks cool inside the house, and another
research to make a cooler roof. Maybe we should say
iron sheets should no longer be used, they are too hot.
Last time during the heat wave, some people lost their
lives because when they left the heat outside, they found
some more heat inside the house. Now if research could
be done concerning a cooler roof, when someone enters
the house it would be cooler. Pay close attention because
we are losing a lot of lives because if one stays in such
a house, which is roofed with iron sheets, which is hot;
in the evening when you enter to go and sleep, it would
escalate the diabetes and high blood pressure.
The other thing Honourable Minister is with regard to
government projects, they take a long time, but since
your Ministry has arisen and now more alert, I believe
this issue of Projects taking forever will be reduced. For
the turnaround time to be reduced, we have to reduce the
number of consultants, especially those who come from
outside. A consultant can delay a project deliberately
knowing that they are paid in a day, or they are paid for
whatever time which is stated. By then a government
project would be at a standstill. Many projects are at a
standstill, stadia took a long time to complete, Morupule
B is still not complete because the engineers from
outside are not doing their job very well. Therefore if we
could have the registered engineers like the Honourable
Members have been saying; those who know what
would be expected of them; these engineers from
outside should go through the Local Engineers boards.
These boards should review them and see whether they
are worthy to do these projects.
We should promote our engineers, and stop saying
Batswana should only do small projects. We should give
our engineers big projects which would benefit them as
well, give them a challenge; they should not be subcontractors only.
Registration of engineers and Architects and the rest is a
very positive step. I commend you Honourable Minister
for having done that. The other issue is about Botswana
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Bureau of Standards (BOBS). The things which are
made, especially electrical appliances that we use in
our houses, I am not sure how much of a role Botswana
Bureau of Standards plays. I believe these should pass
through BOBS, to check whether the electric cables
which are used and the wires are supposed to be used.
We should not just say since they passed maybe based
on South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) or the
British Standard, then we would take them as they are.
Sometimes they just specify that it is British Standards
when it is not, that appliance coming from Japan or
from these other countries which bring appliances of
not so high quality. Allow me to say BOBS should play
a major role. By doing so, that is ensuring that the lives
of Batswana would be preserved.
Right now as we are building big structures at the Central
Business District (CBD), we do not want elevators
which will switch off while still carrying people. We do
not need electricity which will burn houses.
Honourable Minister, collaborate with the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development, ask them not to
turn laboratories into classrooms; Science should start
at the foundation, at secondary schools, and it should
be taught very well. If we going to have only classes
without laboratories for practical, then it becomes
dangerous to have engineers who have never had the
chance to experiment. Therefore science should start at
grass roots level in secondary school.
During those times when I was still a student at
Moeding College, we used to have a room called the
machine room and carpentry room and they were
utilised. Currently they are not there in schools and
there is no practical demonstration. Therefore those
laboratories should be reinstated in schools so that we
have established engineers because having engineers
with shallow knowledge is not worthless.
You should promote interactive boards and interactive
learning because I do not think students still value
the use of chalk and black board. This will encourage
interest in what the students are learning. I support
your submission and wish research money could be
increased. I thank you.
MR B. G. BUTALE (TATI WEST): Thank you Mr
Chairperson for this opportunity to contribute to this
chapter. Let me just start by saying that I support the
request by the Honourable Minister who has done a
good job in his Ministry.
Infrastructure, science and technology can be the
backbone of our economy. Infrastructure Mr Chairperson
is an investment. In the recent past, we have had the
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unfortunate experience of having foreign companies
coming to construct substandard infrastructures;
whether it be the multi P100 million schools as in
Shakawe, police stations and airports. Batswana have
been left with a bitter taste in the mouth from being
ripped off. Really, part of the problem has been our very
own children who have been sent to supervise these
projects; they have not really upped their game. But
with the registration of these professional bodies as the
Minister has indicated, I hope that this problem will be
a thing of the past.
Mr Chairperson, infrastructure development contributes
to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employment
creation and the general growth of the economy and we
should always in our planning, give priority to such. I
must also say that the other day I was listening to the
BBC, and the Chinese Government was worried about
the character of the iconic structures that are being built
in China and China being the country it is, the Minister
gave an edict that from now onwards in China, all major
high-rise buildings should reflect Chinese character and
ethics. Even though people are asking what is Chinese
character and ethics. Even in Botswana Mr Chairperson,
could the buildings that are coming up, reflect something
about us. They should not just be buildings springing
up from the ground like mushrooms with no character,
saying nothing to nobody in any way.
Mr Chairperson, we want to be a knowledge-based
economy and move towards science and technology,
but I am surprised that the Department of Research and
Development has been given only P4.7 million. That
just shows where our priorities are, P4.7 million per
annum. The Minister goes on to state that research and
development investment is low in the region. One of the
weaknesses of Africans:
1. We do not as a rule, find any value in maintaining,
whether it is car or a building and because of that,
our maintenance is always expensive.
2.We do not believe in research and development but
that is the way to go.
A small economy like Botswana, we have tried
manufacturing, we have tried to compete in that aspect
but we cannot because we do not have the critical
mass. We do not have the numbers, we do not have the
agricultural muscle that can produce food for the masses
and attract manufacturers here. We do not have that
critical muscle, but we can compete when it comes to
science and technology. But to compete, first you have
to sow a seed but the seed we are sowing is so small that
we cannot really expect a harvest of any magnitude. We
must follow the more successful countries in the world;
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21

Thursday 10thMarch, 2016

ORGANISATION 2300 - MINISTRY OF
INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Committee of Supply (Resumed Debate)

they are investing billions into research, technology and
innovation. That is the shortcut to First World status Mr
Chairperson. It is the shortest route to move Botswana
from middle income to high income. The problem
is that even though we could invest a billion pula per
annum on research and development, people are saying,
what if we do not get anything? That is the fear. But
even the countries that now are making millions from
patents, selling drugs, selling cell phones, they had to
put the money in first. If you do not put the money in,
you will not reap and that is the conundrum we are in.
We want to be a knowledge-based economy but we do
not want to change the paradigm; our paradigm has been
set over such a long time. Just to shift it a little bit is just
too painful, hence the P4.7 million per annum given to
research and development. I think that is sad.
Mr Chairperson, I had wanted to speak on the education
budget and I could not but I could speak on it here.
Countries like Rwanda, Mauritius and Kenya are giving
all the children in primary and secondary schools
computers, iPads and laptops. Poor countries like Kenya,
every child is given a laptop. I do not know the school
population of Kenya; we are talking about over two
million (2 000 000) but here we are looking at 200 000
students and we have the money, relative, but we do not
do that, and we will not move. People will tell you that
it is too expensive; it is not because these laptops will
have books inside. Instead of giving students books that
they lose, the information will be in there, it is much,
much cheaper. We need a spark, somebody to just say,
“Hang on, throw away the books, throw away the chalk,
this is the way to move.” A computer is an electronic
notebook, thank you Honourable Minister, it is an
electronic notebook. Botswana is the richest country in
Africa, but we are so far behind Rwanda and Mauritius,
what is happening? I tell you Mr Chairperson, if we
do not move, we will always be where we are. These
countries 10 years from now, we will be looking at them
and salivating, even though I do not know who I am
attacking.
The previous speaker was speaking Mr Chairperson
about the mind-set; you see in Botswana when we
have shortage of classrooms, we think where can we
get classrooms? Let us use the computer labs, but the
computer labs is our knowledge based economy, that is
what we want to take us out of poverty. You cannot do
that…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moswaane.
MR B. BUTALE: It is like some of these decisions Mr
Chairperson are like…
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order, Mr Chairperson.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Sit down!
MR MOSWAANE: I said I cannot sit…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Stop the time there.
MR MOSWAANE: I said I will be back after 5 minutes.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moswaane.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mr Chairperson, are you
not giving us a break since people are not in? We do not
get a chance to go out today.
MR CHAIRPERSON: We have just lost quorum. Just
tell me, why can you not just rotate on going outside,
if we could manage this house; just the two of us until
six, how hard is it for you to do likewise? Please call
those Honourable Members from outside Honourable
Majaga.
Order! Order! Honourable Members, we were left with
just 3 minutes to adjourn this House. Please do not do
that. You are taking that from your debate time and
please do not be surprised when we reduce your time on
the remaining Heads for them to fit within the remaining
days. Proceed Honourable Butale.
MR B. BUTALE: In closing Mr Chairperson, I would
urge the Honourable Minister of Infrastructure in the
coming years to improve the research and development
investment. He has to encourage Batswana to do new
patents, new technologies, new inventions, because
that is where we can create untold wealth. These days
we are all crying about our salaries, about how we are
unable to make ends meet, but if we neglect Science
and Technology, we will forever be crying about lack of
money, because that is our Eldorado. That is the key that
can unlock untold riches to our nation.
Batswana have the right mind-set, the right acumen and
the right intellect to turn this country into a Research
Hub and into a Science and Technology, Innovation
Research Hub. We have the ideas, but it is just that it
seems we are still back in the days of cattle rearing and
we do not want to drag ourselves into the…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Withdraw.
MR B. BUTALE: I withdraw that one, but we have
to move forward into Science and Technology with
boldness and move our country forward. I thank you,
Mr Chairperson.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. I want to start on the Ministry
of Infrastructure, Science and Technology, I just want to
support your budget proposal Honourable Minister. I will
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be brief Mr Chairperson. We have to admit that science
and technology run the country. Be it in the health sector,
agriculture, the forces, infrastructure, infrastructure
I include all kind of infrastructure; technology runs
these. I support the budget proposed for this Ministry, It
does not show that we admit that this Ministry controls
the economy because this budget is too low for his
ministry. I do believe that if not all of the ministries
did their independent budgets, I would suggest that the
government gives all the funds to this ministry for us
to get somewhere in terms of infrastructure, technology
through the technocrats that we could get as a nation.
Honourable Minister, let me thank you for considering
Kanye in your developments. It is a constituency that I
am representing and in it we find BITRI which occupies
the old RIIC. My constituents were concerned that what
they were looking up to was taken from them but then
again taking the lights technology to Kanye is a welcome
development. Let these lights be of high quality, they
should not be referred to as bad quality only because
they have been manufactured in Kanye, and they come
from below, like other people are saying. Some people
know Kanye being referred to as the bottom and high,
I know that they are thinking about the Serolong way
of being at the bottom. They might as well extend the
Kanye prison and…

MR RALOTSIA: I withdraw Mr Chairperson. But
just know that I have cousins in this House. I therefore
withdraw the statement Sir. Kanye prisons buildings are
old. I believe that prisoners should also be given respect
just like any other person. Sometimes I tell people that
we should prepare them while we are still out because
we do not know who will end up in prison Honourable
Kgathi. Most of the inmates at Kanye prison are not
people of Kanye.

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Ralotsia, please
clarify your statement, you are saying they are thinking
of which bottom area?

MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): I have checked Mr Chairperson.

MR RALOTSIA: I said the bottom that we use in
Borolong
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, you are confusing us, we
do not know what you mean.
MR RALOTSIA: Barolong understand
MR CHAIRPERSON: It is being recorded that side,
you are talking to Batswana
MR RALOTSIA: No, we understand each other as
Barolong. Kgosi is as well aware of what I am saying,
he is even laughing.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Ralotsia, we are
recording that side.
MR RALOTSIA: Mr Chairperson, in Kanye we
have the steep hillside and the bottom side of that hill,
therefore when Barolong talk to us as if we are their
minority, they do not mean that but they refer to a place
in Kanye, that is how we talk to each other.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Please withdraw that statement
that you use to talk to each with Barolong.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Whom do you know?
MR RALOTSIA: As you build, know that the majority
of the people in Kanye Prison are not people of Kanye.
I wanted to thank...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR RALOTSIA: What clarification?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Batshu,have you
checked quorum?
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of clarification.
Honourable Minister…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Wait Honourable Mmolotsi. I
was saying have you checked quorum Sir?

MR CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: I am saying since the Honourable
Minister is advocating for the extension of the Kanye
Prison, does he want Honourable Kgathi to prepare for
himself before he can go there?
MR RALOTSIA: Yes! Including Mmolotsi if he is
prepared to go there and he does not come from Kanye.
Mr Chairperson, I want to say that in the past days or
on the 1st February to be precise, we transformed the
Botswana College of Agriculture into the Botswana
University of Agriculture and Natural Resources. So,
we need to work together. And people always say
that research is not allocated enough funds which I
also concur with. Sometimes that is a result of lack of
emphasis on agricultural science. Agricultural science
where agriculture develops is known that agriculture
will ultimately finance science because food will be
produced, relevant technologies would be carried out,
good food will be produced and people will grow well
with healthy minds. We therefore need to work closely
together Minister because we can work with computers
and do all sorts of things, but ultimately, you need very
appropriate food technology.
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Hydrology; I have heard that the Israelites will come
and help on this aspect regarding salty water. Actually
Botswana is one of the countries that have been blessed
with water when we compare it to the salty water out
there. We need to employ a lot of science into our
water conservation technology. We should think of
what we can do with a lot of water that Botswana has
like storm water and as we will be working with the
Israelites Honourable Minister, we should find out if
there are no ways to harvest this water as much as we
possibly can as Government, as individuals wherever
we will be. We should use science. I always hear that
there a technological method that people use to store
water underground. It shows that Botswana has been
unfortunate to be hit by drought for many consecutive
years which already threatens our peace Mr Chairperson.
Someone has said that at times we do not take science
and technology with the seriousness it deserves. If we
take our schools which like I was saying recently when
we were debating the budget proposal of the Ministry of
Education that the Revised National Policy on Education
(RNPE) talks about the infrastructure of a school and
one amongst such is a science laboratory. We seem not
to be emphasising on science laboratories, where they
are, we convert them into ordinary classrooms…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure!
MR RALOTSIA: What is the problem?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What is it Father?
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. Mr Chairperson, the Hansard
is going to be read by our children including the
Honourable Member’s children and they would not
understand the language used, whether it was Setswana
or English. Thank you Sir.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Ralotsia, stick to
one language.
MR RALOTSIA: Yes Sir. We are discussing science and
technology Sir and we fall short of some technological
terms. So I was saying, our laboratories like Honourable
Butale said should be improved so that Botswana can
strive to reach the level at which other countries that are
ahead in terms of technology are at. As we emphasise
science, we should do the same in Thuto Ga e Golelwe
as well.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Time up!
HONOURABLE MEMBER:…(Inaudible) …
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MR RALOTSIA: Yes! That one, you have heard me.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Time up Sir.
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank
you Mr Chairperson. Let me also take this opportunity
to comment on this Ministry which I believe is very
important. It indicates that the Botswana Democratic
Party government has not achieved much in this country
and the main reason being that we are lagging behind in
terms of science and technology. We have not accorded
them the proper attention they deserve. They should be
taken in high regard. Mr Chairperson, my belief is that
the Ministry of Infrastructure, Science and Technology
is big. Had it been for the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) Government, we could have a Ministry
called Infrastructure that could have been responsible
for Government buildings. This Ministry could have
been responsible for all government infrastructural
programmes. We could also have the Ministry of Science
and Technology with the mandate of coming up with
ways through which the country could be developed
going forward.
That is what I believe and had it been taken seriously,
we could be seeing more funds being channelled into
this Ministry of Infrastructure, Science and Technology.
The Sir Seretse Khama International Airport is in the
Gaborone North constituency but recently when you
did the handing over, the leadership of the constituency
being the Member of Parliament and Councillors were
not invited. We believe that the Sir Seretse Khama
International Airport is a government building and it
is in our constituency. We could have been invited so
that we can also appreciate and be thankful for what has
been done in our constituency. Unfortunately, we were
not invited to come and appreciate and partake in that
exercise like we saw happening at Francistown when
the Francistown Stadium was officially opened where
we saw all the stakeholders taking part at the stadium.
That was our wish as the residents of Gaborone North
Minister.
I heard you saying you have already involved a company
to extend the stands at the national stadium. I believe that
the government has used a lot of money constructing
that stadium. So to avoid continuing wasting even more
money you can build mini stadiums at Gaborone West
and Ledumang. There are a lot of grounds that we can
turn into mini stadiums. We have big football teams such
as Township Rollers, Gaborone United and Mochudi
Centre Chiefs that I trust the government could give
them the opportunity to run these mini stadiums. On
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the other hand we will be promoting our football in
Botswana. Those are some of the points that you should
consider when you increase the stands at the stadium.
Mini stadiums could be of better value than to use only
one stadium to serve all Batswana. The other thing
that really bothers me Minister is that buildings are
constructed and they take too long without being used
and end up in bad state. I can give you an example with
the residential houses that have long been built in Block
6 near ABM University. These buildings were built I am
sure five or six years back and we do not know what is
happening with them. I believe government funds were
spent to build them. These buildings should serve the
purpose that they were supposed to serve.
The other thing that causes concern Minister is that our
government spends a lot of money constructing these
buildings but we never reserve some for maintenance.
If only we could build these big buildings and have a
maintenance budget that we could then use after five
years. There is therefore need to budget for maintenance
of all government infrastructure projects. If we could
do that we would have excelled in a lot of things. I can
give you an example, a company was contracted to
refurbish our parliament houses but if you can go there
you would not realise that something was done there.
It has been two to three years since the other section
of Parliament was given to a construction company to
renovate for Honourable Members. Even today there is
no sign of progress Minister. The worst part of it is that
the same companies are continuing to win tenders even
though they are failing to deliver or to do an exceptional
job. They continue to win tenders but they do not have
capacity, when they win they look for sub-contractors
which end up not doing a satisfactory job. This is why I
am advising that you continue considering such issues.
It is important Minister that you work hand in hand with
the Botswana University of Agriculture and Natural
Resources to see if indeed science and technology
could develop this country. I believe that just like
those who were talking about architectural research,
for us to develop as Botswana we should come up
with a number of initiatives. These initiatives can be
informed by research. You are aware that if there is one
thing that Botswana Democratic Party has failed to do
is the introduction of programmes. Nowadays they are
talking of Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), they
used to talk about Financial Assistance Policy (FAP),
Small Micro and Medium Enterprises (SMME). If you
can look where we are coming from, you would not
find what informed these programmes because they do
not add value in our lives. I believe that if you were
a government that is serious about changing lives you
could be giving science and technology first priority to
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make sure that every programme that we implement is
informed by research not just to implement. Botswana
Institute for Development Policy Analysis (BIDPA) is
just a name; there is never research that has been done.
I have never seen this Government using a research
that was done by BIDPA and implement it the way
BIDPA had researched. This is why I am saying that this
government is not serious about the issues of science
and research.
When we were still at school Honourable Makgato,
we were interested in learning sciences. We knew that
sciences were the most valued and now if as a country
we do not give science and technology a priority, we are
giving it P7 million, it is not a sign that we are serious.
Let us be serious and give Honourable Molefhi’s
ministry what it deserves.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): Thank
you Mr Chairman. First and foremost I am indebted
to colleagues for comments made regarding our
submission as a Ministry. Secondly I want to indicate
to colleagues that during 2015, as a ministry we
commenced with a crusade to bring to the public’s
attention issues around research, science, technology
and innovation. We did it in a multi-pronged approach.
We had public engagements through Kgotla meetings.
We reconstituted a forum for bringing together those in
the science field, research, technology and innovation.
Not just from within government, but from private
sector as well. We brought together members of the
academia and private sector companies to work with us
in giving…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister we
are told that we have lost the quorum. We are ringing the
bell. We need one more person.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLEFHI): Thank
you Madam Chairperson. As a Ministry we continue
to unbundle projects and of course there are associated
risks of unbundling projects to an extent where you have
multiple companies working on the same project. We
are doing it with due care and diligence to ensure that
there is care and caution exercised to ensure that the
quality of the project is assured and insured.
We are also in the area of indigenous knowledge
systems at a point where we are about to present the
draft policy to Cabinet. As part of our overall strategy,
we are working on the re-constitution of the Department
of Research into a directorate which will be a parastatal
with an independent board. We are hopeful that as soon
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as that has been completed, we will give new flavor to
the area of research, science, technology and innovation.
We also have worked on specific projects dealing with
innovation for both urban and rural, and we believe that
as the projects grow, visibility of these projects will find
expression in the villages Honourable Members come
from.
Just a few clarifications; let me talk about the general
maintenance work of public infrastructure buildings
in particular. At some point Government decided on
offloading part of minor works to line ministries.
Overtime, there have been experiences which have
given us some indications as to which area require
further improvement and refinement so that we do not
loose on the capacity to continue with maintenance
work.
At some point, health facilities were being maintained
by a private company contracted by the Ministry of
Health. That contract has since been terminated and
a new approach being developed. As a Ministry we
are working on developing guidelines for facility
management which programme will embrace and take
care of these large institutional facilities. Of course for
things like lifts, we have maintenance contracts with
service level agreements with the companies which
installed such facilities. Yes, there are some weaknesses
in the decentralized maintenance works such as issues
raised by Dr Mmatli of Kgari Sechele and other schools
in his constituency, those we are very much aware of and
we are working together with the Ministry of Education
to find resolutions to those problems.
As a Ministry and through our various institutions
we promote research work, we do not necessarily
ourselves provide research but we provide facilitation
of the various components of research work. We will
continue to work with such institutions, organizations
and individuals to provide the requisite support for such
growth. We are working together with the Ministry of
Education and Skills Development to promote health
science education.
DR MMATLI: On a point of correction. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I am correcting for Honourable
Khan, he is the one who talked about that certain matter.
Thank you.
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you Dr Mmatli. We are
working together with the Ministry of Education and
Skills Development and their associated institutions
like BIUST, University of Botswana and Colleges of
Education to promote science education because we
want to strengthen the capacity of teachers to be able
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to impart science education to the pupils because we
believe that, that is an important stepping stone.
It is also important to note that school laboratories which
were converted into classrooms were so converted out
of desperation for teaching space. You are all aware
Honourable Members that the Ministry of Education
has through Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP)
this financial year, the budget before you, undertaken
to construct additional facilities so as to provide the
appropriate learning environment for science education
in secondary schools. I just wanted to give assurances to
the Honourable Members that this Government has taken
science research seriously. You are very much aware
that in the recent past, Government created Botswana
Innovation Hub which is almost just about five years
old. Government also created Botswana Institute for
Technology Research and Innovation (BITRI) which is
just a little over two and half years old as determination
by Government to grow and strengthen our areas of
research, science and technology including innovation.
These are the humble beginnings not to suggest that in
the past there was a vacuum, we have had Botswana
Technology Centre, and Rural Industries Innovation
Centre. All of these institutions were intended and
designed to provide some aspects of research, science
and technology. Of course we must understand that
which we do as a Ministry in the area of research,
science and technology is applied research not research
by academics for purposes of publications. We are
doing research which addresses human requirement or
needs and it is therefore important that as we develop
this technology center and further strengthen these
institutions, we provide the right environment and
support.
I look forward to a time when Honourable Members
would volunteer out of budgets, projects in their
constituencies to convert those budgets in their
constituencies to monies to be appropriated for science,
research, innovation and technology. I look forward
to that time and then I would believe that Honourable
Members are genuine and honest in their views in
terms of suggesting that the budget be increased. We
can only increase these budgets within the ceilings
availed to us and those ceilings are the projects in your
constituencies. If you can today stand up and say, “I do
not want this road to be tarred I want that money instead
to be transferred to the Ministry of Infrastructure,
Science and Technology to increase the budget in their
research portfolio,” I will be very, very glad to receive
those appropriations…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible) …
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MR MOLEFHI: I am being honest, this is the problem
because we still believe because of our five year tenure
as Members of Parliament that is the motivation that
before the next election you can point to a road and
say ‘during my tenure, you got this tarred road’. I am
simply talking about your concerns that we are not
providing the appropriate budget, and I am saying give
us the projects which are currently earmarked for your
Constituencies. Madam Chairperson, I believe that with
resources availed to us, we will do that which is within
our capacity to continue to grow the portfolio within our
jurisdiction and within our ambit as a Ministry.
Madam Chairperson, I therefore move that the sum
of P433 549 960 and P370 361 933 for the Recurrent
and Development Budget respectively, be approved
and stand part of the Schedule of the Appropriation
(2016/2017) Bill 2016 (No. 1 of 2016) for Head 2300
and Total Estimated Costs (TEC) for Subheads in Head
2300 in the Development Fund Estimates be approved
and stand part of those Estimates. I thank you and so
move.
Question put and agreed to.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
can you clarify, why is it that when you say ‘on the
contrary’ you face this side and not that other side?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughing) …
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Whip! You
are out of order, you are not doing your work as a Whip
to ensure that this House is in order.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Assembly in Committee
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
ORGANISATION 1700 – OFFICE OF
THE OMBUDSMAN
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE):
Honourable Members, you are asked to note that two
hours has been allocated to this Organisation, and I shall
call upon the Honourable Minister to reply to the debate
on Monday at 1505 hours and the question will be put
at 1535 hours.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): Madam Chairperson,
I rise to present to this Honourable Committee the
budget request for the Office of the Ombudsman, for
financial year 2016/17. However, before I state the

ORGANISATION 1700 – OFFICE OF THE
OMBUDSMAN - Committee of Supply
budget proposal, I wish to take this House through some
background information and appraise the House about
the activities of the office.
Madam Chairperson, the Office of the Ombudsman has
been in operation for nineteen (19) years. It continues
to investigate cases of maladministration against
government departments, parastatals and agencies of
government in accordance with the Ombudsman Act
of 1995. Through its investigations, the Ombudsman
plays an oversight role over Public Sector and thereby
fosters administrative reform. It promotes adherence
to good administrative standards, roles and procedures
thereby upholding Good Governance.
Madam Chairperson, from April 2015 to December 2015
the Office of the Ombudsman received and investigated
676 complaints, 408 were from the Gaborone Office,
whilst the remaining 268 were received from the
Francistown branch office. Out of the total of 676
complaints, 491 complaints were resolved translating
to 72.6 per cent resolution rate. The resolution rate has
increased as compared to 63.4 per cent in the previous
years.
Madam Chairperson, non-responsiveness by Ministries
and departments to Ombudsman enquiries has been
the main challenge over the years. It is comforting
though to report that there has been improvement in
Ministries’ responses to the Ombudsman’s enquiries.
This is as a result of intensified interactions between the
Ombudsman and Ministerial Performance Improvement
Committees (MPICs) of various Ministries. It is also due
to the robust issuance of subpoenas thereby compelling
public officials to appear before the Ombudsman and
answer for the varying enquiries.
Madam Chairperson, the Ombudsman continues to
receive high volumes of complaints by public employees.
This is disturbing as it is the very public employees who
are expected to render service to members of the public
especially at a time where they are expected to deliver on
various programmes including the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP). The Ombudsman has on this note
emphasized the need for Ministries to strengthen their
Complaints Handling Procedures.
Another challenge has been the loss of a large
number of experienced investigators to competitors
due to uncompetitive working conditions despite the
introduction of the Scarce Skills Allowance. The Office
of the Ombudsman continued with its Public Education
initiatives during the past financial year. A number
of activities were conducted throughout the country,
including ten (10) Kgotla meetings…
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …

Development Budget

MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Chairperson, I
cannot even hear myself when speaking. MADAM
CHAIRPERSON: You are right, it is just too noisy,
Honourable Members at least lower down your voices
when speaking.

Madam Chairperson, a total of Three Million Three
Hundred and Ninety Nine Thousand, Three Hundred
and Forty Seven Pula (P3, 399, 347) requested under
the Development Budget is intended for the acquisition
of the office in Maun.

MR MAKGALEMELE: A number of activities were
conducted throughout the country, including ten (10)
Kgotla meetings, five (5) Best Administrative Practice
Seminars for Heads of Department, six (6) School
visits, one (1) Prison visit and five (5) appearances at
exhibitions, fairs and commemorations. The office has
held a series of high-level consultative meetings with
various Ministries and Parastatals in a bid to cement
relations and promote good governance across the
public sector. The Ombudsman Column continues to
appear weekly on the Botswana Daily News, and the
office has made several appearances on both print and
broadcast media.

Madam Chairperson, that concludes my budget proposal
for Organisation 1701 – Office of the Ombudsman.
I therefore request that the sum of Twenty-Four
Million, Four Hundred and Thirty Two Thousand, Five
Hundred and Eighty Pula (P24,432,580) for recurrent
expenditure and Three Million Three Hundred and
Ninety Nine Thousand, Three Hundred and Forty Seven
Pula (P3,399,347) for the development expenditure
be approved and stand part of the estimates for the
Financial Year 2016/2017. I move accordingly Madam
Chairperson.

Madam Chairperson, in the last committee of Supply
Speech it was pronounced that the Office of the
Ombudsman is in the process of establishing a branch
office at Maun to ensure easy access to its services
in that area. However, the Ministry of Infrastructure
Science and Technology has indicated that the exercise
would take a minimum of two (2) years to complete. As
an alternative measure, the Office of the Ombudsman
decided to secure office accommodation in the private
market through direct procurement. The procurement
process in this respect is now complete, it is expected
that the premises will be occupied by the 1st of April
2016.
Recurrent Budget
Madam Chairperson, the provision requested to meet the
financial requirements for the Office of the Ombudsman
for the Financial Year 2016/2017 is Twenty Four
Million, Four Hundred and Thirty Two Thousand,
Five Hundred and Eighty Pula (P24, 432, 580). This
represents an increase of 10.78 per cent over the
2015/2016 provision of Twenty Two Million and Fifty
Four Thousand Pula (P22, 054, 000). An upward review
of Two Million, Three Hundred and Seventy Eight
Thousand, Five Hundred and Eighty Pula (P2, 378, 580)
has been provided for under Personnel Emoluments and
Other Charges to cater for Salaries shortfall, Gratuities,
Domestic and Household Requisites, Incidental
expenses, Office supplies, Postal Charges, Furniture
and Equipment, Household & Domestic Requisites,
Maintenance of Buildings & Minor works as well as
Replacement of Vehicles.
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MR GUMA (TATI EAST): Thank you Madam
Chairperson. I stand to support the submission by the
Minister. I recognise the importance of this department.
I also recognise a lot of improvements since the last
submission in this Parliament and at the Public Accounts
Committee. This department still plays a major role as
it was founded.
In other countries Madam Chairperson, the findings and
the decision of the Ombudsman carry the same weight
as those of a High Court Judge. There may be a need for
us to assist in capacitating the Office of the Ombudsman
by giving them more powers than they have now. In my
view, it was meant to reduce complaints or even give
a lot of confidence to members of the public and give
early responsiveness. The department must respond
quickly to complaints raised by members of the public.
It is similar to requesting for information and you do
not get it quickly and timeously or unjustifiably denied.
The whole purpose of this department was to look
into these complaints and act. But judging by the way
the department is working, it would appear it is not
enjoying the support of the public and not many people
really utilise this office. In my view, it is because it does
not have those powers that other jurisdictions or other
countries have.
In Sweden for instance, I want to give that example; the
Office of the Ombudsman is highly respected and the
decision of the Ombudsman carries the same weight as
that of the Judge and they can actually issue a warrant
of arrest to an officer for non-compliance. Having said
that briefly, I just wanted to make that comment and
say maybe there is a need for us to look at capacitating
the office. We cannot just let it operate the way it is
operating now, as it appears to have no teeth. Madam
Chairperson, let us give them the funds. I thank you.
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MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you Madam Chairperson. Maybe I should start
by pointing out the importance which this department
could be having. In Setswana we say this department
is for “Mosireletsi” (Protector). When this department
was created, Batswana had very high expectations
from it that, when they are not treated well in other
government departments; things not running smoothly;
a department they would be able to go to and air their
grievances, their complaints and actually be listened to
would have finally been created. Unfortunately it shows
that although this department might be willing to do
so, it does not have much authority to implement the
decisions it would have taken.
Honourable Minister I would like to urge you to table a
motion to this Parliament to come up with strategies that
will empower this department to perform and deliver
more efficiently.
You will remember that this department once took
the decision to stop the President from flying military
aircraft and this was done by the Ombudsman long
time ago. However, he continues to fly them despite
the decision made, he is just showing them that he way
more powerful than them. This shows that…
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI):
Correction. Thank you Madam Chairperson. I just
wanted to remind the Honourable Member that that
decision was made by the then Ombudsman who had
stepped over his jurisdiction. I will advise you to go and
read it again.
MR MMOLOTSI: I do not think he had stepped
over his jurisdiction, he was rather in order. I do not
think anyone can agree to allow the Head of State to
fly military aircraft for his personal gain. Even if the
Ombudsman did not make that decision, it was still
wrong for His Excellency to continue to fly Botswana
Defence Force (BDF) helicopters...
MR MASISI: Correction, Madam Chairperson!
MR MMOLOTSI: Or you want to follow suit as well?
MR MASISI: No Madam Chairperson. I would like
to correct the Honourable Member here because he
is misleading this Honourable House and the nation
at large. The permission to fly military aircraft by His
Excellency whom by then was the Vice President was
endorsed by the then President, Mr Festus Mogae.
There is nothing wrong with what he was doing and
the then Ombudsman thought in his capacity that what
the President was doing was wrong but that was not in
order.
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MR MMOLOTSI: I will still repeat that even if the
Ombudsman did not make that decision, whether he was
pointed at gun point or not, it was still wrong for the
state President to fly...
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Point
of order. Madam Chairperson, it is not in order for me
to correct the Honourable Member then he decides to
disregard my correction and start talking about people
being coerced at gun point when the decisions were
made. This gives a wrong impression that indeed that
when that decision was taken, there was a coercion.
Bring that to order!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mmolotsi,
you became disorderly when you mentioned guns...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Murmurs)...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes because implication
is that someone was at gun point when that decision was
made. So correct that.
MR MMOLOTSI: If you were listening to me
attentively Madam Chairperson, I was actually saying
that regardless of whether someone was pointed with a
gun when that decision was made.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! No if you say that
then you are imputing something.
MR MMOLOTSI: What am I imputing?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: That someone might
have been coerced at gun point…
MR MMOLOTSI: That there might? When I say being
coerced at gun point I do not necessarily mean the actual
gun, but rather that they might have been threatened…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! No withdraw
those words.
MR MMOLOTSI: I withdraw them but…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! No you cannot
withdraw with but.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Withdraw them without
including but.
MR MMOLOTSI: Which ones? The gun ones?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes that.
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, yes. That is why I am
saying…
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON:
Mmolotsi…

ORGANISATION 1700 – OFFICE OF THE
OMBUDSMAN - Committee of Supply
Order!

Honourable

MR MMOLOTSI: Madam?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Withdraw those words
without saying yes.
MR MMOLOTSI: I withdraw them. Now I am
saying that we should empower Ombudsman such
that their decisions stand final and whoever disregards
their decision will be taken to task. We still believe
as Batswana that it is wrong for the President of this
Republic to fly BDF helicopters.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MR MMOLOTSI: You have seen that even at the time
of general elections, he was used them as and when he
pleases like they were his toys but that is wrong. We
know that the Ombudsman has made pronouncement to
the effect that it is wrong. It does not matter whether that
was a personal decision or not, whose decision should
it be?
MR MASISI: On a point of order, Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson, with the responsibility that I have
been vested with, it is my duty to correct Honourable
Members if they derail. It is wrong for a Member of
Parliament to associate the President’s reputation with
such words and state that he was playing with toys that
is defamation of character. I would like to implore you
Madam Speaker to bring the Honourable Member to
order regarding that and he should withdraw his words.
They should refrain from doing that. I thank you.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable
Members, Standing Order 23.2 says ‘the name of the
President shall not be used disrespectfully during the
debate’, so, please take care of that.
MR MMOLOTSI: In South Africa...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
MR MMOLOTSI: In South Africa...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! We are not in
South Africa.
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MR KGOROBA: Does that not show they regard these
helicopters as toys?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Hee! Honourable
Kgoroba, take your seat! You are out of order! I made a
ruling and you speak anyhow.
MR MMOLOTSI: In South Africa Madam
Chairperson, we have seen the Ombudsman of that
country instructing the President because what he did
was wrong and he believed that he used the nation’s
money corruptly to build his own personal property.
And we have heard that that money shall be reimbursed.
This is a country which respects its institutions when
they make rulings and they abide by those rulings. As
for our country, some people are above these institutions
and they are just there without any powers. I am of
the view that this department should be given powers
and sufficient resources to be able to investigate all
the issues of corruption including flying of military
helicopters by the President for his campaigns instead
of using his personal cars. That was just an example
Madam Chairperson.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Clarification. The Honourable
Member has been going on about the rights of the
President and his Vice but questions have been asked
in this House and they have fully been answered. If the
Honourable Member is not satisfied, he knows the right
channels to follow.
MR MMOLOTSI: I could have done that at the
Ombudsman but because I know that it does not serve
any purpose because you disregard that office I therefore
found it meaningless to do that. I am just praying for
God to take you once and for all. Thank you madam
chairperson.
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Order!
Order! Madam Chairperson, it is imperative to stiffen
our Standing Orders so that those who do not follow
them are faced with stiff penalties. I do not believe that
you as the Chairperson, can accept those words that
Members should perish in death.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: … (Inaudible)…

MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
if we have seen in the social media people using the
helicopter and vomiting...

MR MASISI: No, he said that Madam Chairperson. He
said we should die and made an eye gesture. I do not
know if you saw him, he did that. Please remand that
Member of Parliament and name and shame him so that
he never repeats that.

MADAM
Kgoroba!

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: He already took his seat.
Honourable Mmolotsi please learn to talk well, but I

CHAIRPERSON:
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want to tell you is that Honourable Mmolotsi is not God
for him to wish you dead and you die.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! He will not! He will
not kill you. Those are not palatable words, they are evil.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, just go, but you are
not God
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of Order! Madam Chairperson, thank you very
much. This is a very serious matter, and we also have
the Hansard as well. We are not afraid of death and
the issue here is not death. The issue here is for the
honourable member to wish us dead, it is inappropriate
as a language of this House. It is un-parliamentary, it is
inappropriate and he cannot curse us to die as part of his
debate, this does not form part of the debate. He is just
disrespecting us.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Listen! I have been
consulting on what it means for one to curse someone
to die, and the one I have been consulting with indeed
confirmed that it is not a good thing to curse some other
members. Hold it there, what makes you so restless?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No! Point of Order!
Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, just hold it there,
are you talking while I am on the floor? No, No, No!
You are losing it there. You are all aware of what the
Standing orders say about the manner in which we
should talk to each other in this House, they state that
we should respect each other. If you are going to which
other Members of Parliament death, it is not a good
thing, more so that they do not like it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: How do you know, since
you are just arriving?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I was around.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mmolotsi,
withdraw that statement, on a serious note, please
withdraw that statement, you are even laughing at this
matter.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Which one?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Where you cursed others.
You are not here to curse one another in Parliament, we
are not here to curse each other
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MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Chairperson, you know
what, I am not going to withdraw this one because I said
that may God advise them and if He fails, he should take
them. Is taking them death?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes!
MR MMOLOTSI: Is it that the devil is the one who
kills? I never said anyone should die. I said God take
them, meaning that he should take them and teach them
how to live with others; that is what I was saying, if
someone wants to die, they may go and die!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mmolotsi,
you are going to withdraw that, especially when
you have put it that way. Withdraw or you get out!
Honourable Kgoroba is advising you not to withdraw
but we do not agree.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Chairperson, I still insist
very strongly that I never said anybody should die. I do
not kill people, I do not have any weapon that can kill
anyone. All I said was for God to take them and teach
them to live with people and teach them the truth. That
is all I am saying
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, that is not what you
said.
MR MMOLOTSI: I am expanding since I did not
finish
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)…
MR MMOLOTSI: No! No! I did not talk about death.
Madam Chairperson, do not be misguided by the Vice
President.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mmolotsi,
you are continuing to talk about it and elaborate more
on it, I had wanted to pass but I cannot let you be. Please
withdraw, even the one where you said God should take
them.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes! Go! If you do not
withdraw, just walk out!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! No! No! Let him
walk out; walk out Honourable Mmolotsi.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Let him go, he will
withdraw tomorrow.
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Chairperson, you know
what, running Parliament the Botswana Democratic
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Party (BDP) way will put in trouble. You cannot agree
with honourable Leader of the House when he tells you
that I talked about death, it is very unfair. I never said
that. Why should I go out while I never said that people
should die, why should I say that? This is very unfair,
you are biased Madam Chairperson and I ask you not
to do that.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mmolotsi I
am throwing you out of Parliament, and when you start
talking you will be attacking me, can you please walk
out?
MR MMOLOTSI: Because you are attacking me
as well Madam Chairperson. Your BDP rule in this
Parliament is just too much
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Go Honourable Whip!
You are the Whip and you are supposed to assist me to
bring Order! You are paid more than all these Members
of Parliament (MPs). I hope you are aware! You are paid
more than all these MPs as a Whip! You have to ensure
that there is Oder in this House!
MR MMOLOTSI: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, go!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order Madam
Chairperson!
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. I do not think Honourable
Members who are not behaving well in Parliament really
feel the impact of not doing so. I think many members
being moved out of this Parliament further explanation
to what will happen to them or their status of having
been sitting for that day, is not coming out clearly. We
want to know according to Standing Orders the impact
of having been moved out of this Parliament regarding
all the welfare of the MP in terms of having attracted a
sitting for that particular day. These things I do not think
sink in and I do not think it is followed to the latter. I
thank you Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Father of the
House, we have to amend the Standing Orders.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are being paid, yes
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! No! No! They are
being paid, yes. We have to amend the Standing Orders
and we are working on them, we have to.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I did not find it when I
came in
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MS BATHOBAKAE: On a point of Order! Madam
Chairperson, let me request that we listen to each other
as we deliberate. Our interpretation sometimes gets us
in trouble. Madam Chairperson, honourable Mmolotsi
said, god will take you…
MADAM
Bathobakae…

CHAIRPERSON:

Honourable

HONOURABLE MEMBER: She is still on the floor
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, wait!
MS BATHOBAKAE: Let me speak Madam
Chairperson, give me a chance! Give a chance Madam
Chairperson!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Sit down and let
me tell you. Honourable Bathobakae, sit down and let
me tell you what I want to tell you. Honourable Same
Bathobakae I have made a ruling, you are not going to
go back to it and you are not going to open it once more
for us to go back there. I will not give you a chance to
speak, whether honourable Keorapetse says what, or he
shouts like he is, I am not going back on my ruling. Let
us proceed.
MR B. G. BUTALE (TATI WEST): Thank you
Madam Chairperson for giving me this opportunity to
speak. I stand and as a prophet and I say that we shall all
live and not die Madam Chairperson and a curse without
cause shall not alight.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of Order! Thank
you Madam Chairperson, with due respect, I request that
the decision we took today should be presented before
the Business Advisory Committee and let us review if
you took the right…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, I am asking that.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are out of order, it
is not going to Business Advisory Committee! No! No!
No! This is not the Plagiarism case, and therefore it is
not going there.
MR B. G. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
I stand to support the request under this department and
Madam Chairperson may I say that the Office of the
Ombudsman is an important office in the administrative
structure of the Government of Botswana. The idea of
an Ombudsman is an idea that is supposed to give quick
and inexpensive ways of resolving complaints from the
public. I realised Madam Chairperson that not enough
Batswana are utilising this office, partly due to perhaps
ignorance of its power and also the belief that because
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the Ombudsman cannot send anybody to jail, she is
powerless. I might say that the average civil servant
does not want to be referred to the Ombudsman. In my
short time in the civil service I know that much; that the
average civil servant would not want to have his or her
name mentioned to the Ombudsman.

because the Ombudsman`s office is what I term ‘low
hanging fruits’ that really can give quick results to a
great number of our population. If we can empower her
to enable her to do her duties as best as she can, I believe
that we will be well on the way to enhancing her stature,
well on the way to making her office bite some more.

The Ombudsman could help increase service delivery
in the civil service. Ombudsman would help change
for the better the work ethic of our civil servants, but it
is just that Batswana get tired too quickly. I have seen
instances where people are not treated with botho in
Government offices. I have seen instances where some
Government workers, a small minority will be chewing
gum whilst servicing the public. I have seen members
of the public complain, but if the civil servant decides
to go on chewing the gum, that is the end of the story.
Whereas if more of these cases could be forwarded to
the Ombudsman, more of the resolution of these cases
could be published in the papers as it happens with the
DCEC. I think we would go a long way and not only
giving the Ombudsman the stature that she deserves, but
it would also show Batswana that indeed the office has
a lot of use.

Finally Madam Chairperson, I believe that the
Ombudsman can be given even greater autonomy if she
has direct control of her employees, much like the High
Court whose employees really cannot be transferred
willingly across Government departments. If the
Ombudsman can have her own staff, that she oversees
and they are not able to be transferred to Agriculture or
Information like that, I think that would give her even
more a little clout.

A lot of Batswana are frustrated Madam Chairperson by
small things. For instance, if you go to the Government
offices to receive your payment, you can be frustrated,
taken from pillar to post. The Ombudsman can nip that
problem in the bud in a minute and I have seen this in
action myself.
Madam Chairperson I think I am in agreement that the
Office of the Ombudsman needs to be given more power,
her stature needs to be enhanced and I believe that one
of the ways that can be done is that the Ombudsman
should report directly to the President.
The reason why I say this is because, the Ombudsman
is supposed to have oversight over all government
departments, over all ministries and permanent
secretaries. If she reports through one of those ministries
it gives me the impression that she is a subordinate and
under that particular ministry. How can one investigate
her boss? That is the question I would ask. If the
Ombudsman reports directly to the President it would
enhance her structure and perhaps also give her sort of
aura as the High Court Judge as my colleague had said
earlier and not just another civil servant under the PSP.
Madam Chairperson we can also empower the
Ombudsman by giving her the budget that she feels she
deserves and the budget that she feels that she needs
in order to carry out her functions and tasks efficiently.
I know we are in a time of hard economic times and
we cannot ignore that. I believe that it is very important

The Honourable Minister was decrying the fact that
the office tends to lose a key personnel, experienced
personnel to other departments in Government and
outside of Government because of better prospects
elsewhere. I think that this problem could also be
solved in the long term if the Ombudsman would be
a sui generis Government department, a bit between
parastatals and Government department. I do not want
to take any more time Madam Chairperson, but just say
that I support this allocation and the empowerment of
the Ombudsman. I thank you Madam Chairperson.
MR KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST):
Thank you Madam Chairperson. The term Ombudsman
is of Scandinavian origin, it originated in Sweden. It
means, grievance officer. In a democracy, in addition to
its basic tenet that we know, that rulers should be chosen
by the ruled and be removable by the ruled. The other
important tenet is that of accountability and transparency
as well as good governance. The existence of this office,
its origin was to safeguard good governance. The office
now exist I think in over 120 countries, but in contrast
with the Scandinavian model, the Ombudsman like in
nominally democratic countries...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR KEORAPETSE: Well, I think let me clarify this
because I hear the murmurs that side. At the university
I was teaching Political Science, there was a course
called Ethics and Accountability. I taught the course
for a number of years. One of the important topics
was Ombudsman, the other one was Corruption and I
have some publications on the issue. So do not be too
surprised. I have two Degrees and I am breeding for my
third Degree. Now, in contrast with the Scandinavian
model, the Ombudsman in most nominally democratic
countries is appointed usually by the Executive, either
the President or the Prime Minister and that is the case
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in Botswana. The law provides that the Ombudsman
is appointed by the President in consultation with
the Leader of Opposition. The law does not provide
that the Leader of Opposition should agree. Now, in
the Scandinavian model, the officer is appointed by
Parliament or as in the case of Namibia and South
Africa, he or she is appointed at the recommendation of
the Judicial Service Commission. Now, it is an anomaly
Madam Chairperson that the Office of Ombudsman is
not a creation of the Constitution. That is a deep seated
weakness. In South Africa for instance, it is a creation
of chapter nine of the Constitution of South Africa. In
South Africa, the equivalent which the public protector
is appointed by the President on the recommendation of
the National Assembly in terms of the Constitution for a
non-renewable period of seven years. In Namibia, he or
she is appointed by the President in accordance with the
advice of the Judicial Service Commission.
The Ombudsman investigatory powers in Botswana
are highly restricted. If you look at for instance Madam
Chairperson, the Ombudsman does not have jurisdiction
over the matters certified by the President or Minister to
affect the relations or dealings between the Government
of Botswana and other governments or any international
organisation. The Ombudsman does not have jurisdiction
over issues relating to the Botswana Defence Force
(BDF) and the Botswana Police. The Ombudsman
cannot investigate decisions which are taken by the
Ministers or the President. Those matters are outside
the office’s jurisdiction. In other words, the defence and
security realm is protected from investigation by this
office. Now, the argument from this side…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR KEORAPETSE: I do not have time. The defence
and security realm is protected from investigation by the
Ombudsman and this has far reaching implications.
Now if you look at Namibia, the office has got powers
and functions to investigate complaints of violation
of fundamental rights and freedoms, abuse of power
and others including those emanating from defence
and security organs. I think we need to overhaul this
institution so that it has jurisdiction over matters
concerning the Defence Force. The Ombudsman in
Namibia for instance, a new entrant into democracy,
reports to Parliament and not to the President. It is an
independent institution and I think we need to look at
the powers of the Ombudsman...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR KEORAPETSE: There is no time. You will clarify
when you respond. In Botswana, the Act is silent on
enforcement and prosecutionary powers of the office.
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I think we must deem this either extremely limited or
non-existent. The example was given by Honourable
Mmolotsi where the Ombudsman was very clear that it
was wrong for the Vice President at the time to fly BDF
helicopters or aircrafts. I do not agree with His Honour
the Vice President that the Ombudsman had overstepped
his powers, no, that was not the case. In fact in 2003,
Mr Lethebe Maine wherever he is, was very clear that;
‘there is nothing more I can do, I stand by my report and
recommendation that it is improper and wrong for the
Vice President to fly BDF aircrafts’.
MR GUMA: On a point of order. Madam Chairperson,
I think we stand to mislead this House. The Honourable
Member has just said in his own submission, that the
Ombudsman does not have the powers to review the
decision of the President. There had been a point of
correction in here earlier that the Ombudsman then,
had overstepped his authority. All what I am just
saying is that we should not actually give the public an
impression that something that is actually not wrong is
wrong. So that is exactly what you said. That is why I
wanted a point a clarification from you earlier. So for the
purposes of the Hansard and the record, can you just put
something that is correct and put it as it is.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Keorapetse
correct those words.
MR KEORAPETSE: What should I correct Madam
Chairperson?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KEORAPETSE: What is he saying?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Guma, can
you go over it again.
MR GUMA: Honourable Member, you just said that
the Ombudsman does not have the powers to review
the decision of His Excellency the President in terms
of the Ombudsman Act. I am then saying that it has
been clarified and corrected that the Ombudsman then,
when he made a recommendation, he overstepped his
powers. So I am just saying can you put that in proper
perspective so that we have the correct situation debated
in Parliament and in line with what you have said.
Normalise when you say it.
MR KEORAPETSE: In 2003 Madam Chairperson,
Mr Maine was very clear that he stood by his decision.
I have no reason to believe that he had overstepped his
mandate. the point we are making is that, the powers of
the Office of the Ombudsman are circumscribed in the
sense that matters certified by the President or Minister
to affect relations or dealings between the Government
of Botswana and any other government or any
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international organisation fall outside the jurisdiction of
the Ombudsman. There was an argument that President
Mogae had allowed the Vice President Mr Ian Khama at
the time to fly the BDF aircrafts. The Ombudsman never
went back and reviewed his decision because he had
overstepped his mandate. In fact if he had, the Attorney
General would have gone to Court to seek redress that,
here we have an Ombudsman who overstepped their
mandate. He has never done that.
I am saying that we need…
MR GUMA: Point of order. The issue is not about the
interpretation, it is a point of law. What does the law
say? You have already alluded yourself to say the law
says this. Can we as Parliament and lawmakers stick to
what should be the law. That is all what I am basically
saying. I am not saying you should not debate any other
issue but let us not give the public something that is the
opposite.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: But it is not a point of
order, it is a clarification.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Chairperson, there was
a finding made by a High Court Judge that, you know it
has something…
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO):
On a point of order. Thank you very much Madam
Chairperson. Please correct me if I am overstepping. I
thought Honourable Guma is asking for a ruling from
the Chairperson. He might have not been explicit but he
is saying what he is doing is tantamount to not seeking
to the law. So, you must rule from the Chair.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, I told him it is not a
point of order. He was simply clarifying a point but it is
not a point of order.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Chairperson, our view
is that, because this office is very, very important, it has
quasi-judicial functions. As Honourable Moyo had said
earlier, in some countries the decision of the Ombudsman
carries the wage of the decision of the High Court Judge.
Now for that reason, our view is that the officer must be
a lawyer. If you look at the Public Protector in South
Africa, she is not only a lawyer but also an advocate; a
lawyer who has practised for a number of years, who is
a specialist in law and advocate. Our view is that there
is a need to review the qualifications of an officer who
holds this office.
I thank you Madam Chairperson.
HIS HONOUR, THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Thank you for giving me the opportunity
Madam Chairperson. It would be remiss of me if I do
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not stand here to support the Honourable Minister in
his request. I fully support him and if one were allowed
to think aloud, it is my dear wish that you could find
resources necessary to fully resource the office of the
Ombudsman. This office was started, initiated, put in
place, resourced and given the legitimacy it has by this
Government without quivering or even doubting the
intention it had.
We are called the Botswana Democratic Party
Government. We are fundamentally, inherently
democratic. Ombudspersons’ world over Madam
Chairperson are acknowledged to be part of a democratic
enterprise, the democratic process. So, it would be quite
odd if a ruling party called Botswana Democratic Party
would not have an Ombudsman. We are not embarrassed
by having an Ombudsman, we support it, and we will
continue to support it.
It is our wish for this Government to grow this office,
to broaden its mandate and even in addition to the
Administration of Justice that it is focused on, to broaden
it perhaps to even consider issues of human rights.
That is very important because what we have realised
in the attempt to deal with matters of administrative
justice, it is that there are a lot of administrative justice
violation that are not so much centred at the top or the
peak, but the rank and file of the ordinary citizens whose
rights are frequently abrogated. An ordinary person
would come from a constituency like mine, MoshupaManyana seeking an assistance programme like
Livestock Management and Infrastructure Development
(LIMID), and they are sent from pillar to post. That is
where we want the Ombudsman to intervene also. The
preoccupation and romanticisation of an Ombudsman
solely focusing on the top is nothing but an expression
of frustration by our political opponents, because they
have failed at the polls to try and achieve some form of
success on the floor of Parliament. That is why they are
so given to making provocative, unparliamentarily and
unacceptable statements at the close of the debates only
for them to frequently be exited from the House.
Madam Chairperson, it is important that we focus on
this matter and make sure that we address the legitimate
needs of the ordinary citizenry who form a great
majority of the people of Botswana. They often need
help in hospital, in our clinics, agricultural offices,
wildlife departments, land and housing offices, local
government SHHA, and they are so many administrative
bottle necks that we experience. If we look at the case
load, sadly because of limitation of access, most of the
cases reported to the Ombudsman are from serving
public officers. That is why this government responded
to the ten point agenda, so that people could be served
and justice dispensed.
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I would not want to go too far Madam Chairperson
without clarifying for the record, a matter that
even Honourable Keorapetse in his submission so
successfully contradicted himself.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR MASISI: No, you had your chance Honourable.
I think with the experience, you will mature to not
contradict yourself on the floor in Parliament.
The determination by the then Ombudsman Mr
Lethebe Maine; may his soul rest in peace, that when
His Excellency was His Honour the Vice President
should not have been flying Government aircraft, was
arrived at outside his remit. It therefore formed a view
point, an opinion of his, it was not a judgement. That is
why it carried no weight, that is why in the prevailing
experiences thereafter there was no rescinding of the
authority by the then President Mogae to grant His
Excellency permission to fly the aircraft. The rule, the
authority and the powers vested in the President still
hold to this day. I bet to you Madam Chairperson, if
I had pilot license and I request His Excellency and
he so agreed, I too would be allowed to fly Botswana
Government aircraft. If Honourable Same Bathobakae
had an aircraft licence and she so requested as she often
attempts to request, the only reason it has not been
yielded to her is because she does not have an aircraft
license. His Excellency in his magnanimity would grant
her permission to fly Botswana Government aircraft. It
must be understood that the aircraft are almost like a
vehicle. If you have a licence to drive a vehicle of a
particular category, you could do it. What is all the fuss
about?
When Honourable Major General Mokgware was still
in the disciplined force of Botswana, disciplined as he
was then, he clearly understood…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you Madam Chairperson. I believe His Honour
the Vice President is imputing improper motives when
he says ‘when I was disciplined by then’. Can he kindly
withdraw those words.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Leader of the
House, Honourable Mokgware is still very disciplined.
I know as I often tell him, good needs to be praised, so
address him properly.
MR MASISI: Honourable Mokgware, my dear brother
and friend, you are very disciplined. I often remind
him…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)...
MR MASISI: No there is a slip of the tongue seriously;
I often remind him Madam Chairperson that he is in the
reserve forces of Botswana.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)...
MR MASISI: And when I say that Madam Chairperson,
you must see Honourable Mokgware smiling clean. He
stands to attention and salutes me saying, ‘my leader.’
I can attest to it, this man, he is even fixing his tie as I
speak. He is a disciplined man. My sincere apologies,
I did not mean to say you are not disciplined, you are
very, very disciplined and it is a pleasure to have you in
Parliament.
Moving along with the argument Madam Chairperson, I
was on the point of saying, it must be made crystal clear
that this falsified perception that President Lieutenant
General Dr Seretse Khama Ian Khama ever at any
time flew any airplane or flying object owned by the
Government of Botswana without due authority, must
be put to rest for ever and ever. It must be put to rest
and must be relegated to the political rallies because
anybody who asserts that here is being completely false.
I am talking so strongly because it is a matter of fact
and record. The speculative behaviour and assumptions
made do not belong to a serious House of Parliament.
I would urge you Madam Chairperson in future to
ensure that nobody ever dare utters such falsity in
this House again. We must talk about it in the rallies
because that is where we are used to many things being
said which are complete fabrications. This is called
the Republic of Botswana, we are a leading example
of democratic behaviour and dispensation. If indeed
we were so oppressive, if indeed the Ombudsman’s
office was so undermined, how then in 2003, could an
erroneous opinion been so blatantly made and peace
prevailed? How? How do we have an Ombudsman, if
you are so offended by the appointing authority being
His Excellency, make a pronouncement against a Vice
President and he continues?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR MASISI: Yes, but Mr Maine, may his soul rest in
peace, was still appointed by the President.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Time up Honourable!
MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you Madam
Chairperson. I support you Honourable Minister that
you should be given the funds you are requesting for
your department, the Ombudsman’s office. Briefly, let
me say this country has done a lot. When we talk about
democracy, to establish this office, it showed we were
moving forward and being exemplary that as a small
country which has not been independent for a long time,
has such an office. This is something good for Batswana
in this country.
Now the main idea is that we should expand this office
in Botswana as a whole so that Batswana would be able
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to understand its usefulness in terms of assisting them
and protecting them from anything that they might be
lamenting or complaining about. The main thing is
that all of us, including us in this House, should teach
Batswana in our constituencies about this office, every
time we have a chance. If we fail to do that, people
will not know the value of this department. The other
thing which should be done Honourable Minister is
that, since Batswana are not familiar with the office of
the Ombudsman, where we have Council offices, the
ombudsman should have offices so that Batswana in
rural areas should know the value and worthiness of the
job of the Ombudsman.
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LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Madam
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Friday 11th March, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.

MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of elucidation. Thank you Honourable Colleague.
I just wanted to find out that since some Members are
talking as if the Ombudsman’s office should be an office
which terrorises the President and the leadership or
those in government, what is your response to this? Do
you think it is a good thing to think along those lines?
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Member. In the
Bible, it is written “respect your leaders.” Now if you do
not respect the President, I doubt if God can hear you
when you cry out to Him because he is leader, and he
has been appointed by God. Those who do not respect
the President, God will also not be there for them. The
key thing is that we are a country of peace, as Batswana
we are well behaved people.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order. Thank
you Madam Chairperson. I can hear that the Honourable
Member is debating very well. Since I have been here,
I have not seen or heard any Honourable Member
disrespecting the President. I believe he is imputing
improper motives, he is assuming things. Someone who
is going to read this record is going to think someone
in this House was disrespecting the President. If there
is anyone who has disrespected the President, you can
mention who that Member is and not paint us all with
one brush, including us Members here; he should be
specific.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, Honourable Majaga
is referring to everyone he did not say he was referring
to the Honourable Members in this House. He said if
“someone is behaving that way,” he did not say the
Honourable Members in this House. He is not referring
to you; he is just speaking in general terms.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
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