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SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Friday 11th March, 2016
THE ASSEMBLY met at 9:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Order!
Good morning Honourable Members of Parliament.
I have a couple of announcements. The first one is; I
hope the commonwealth day programmes are already in
front of you on your tables. It will be held on Monday
the 14th March in this Parliamentary building. Those
who are still not in possession of the programmes will
have them in a short while. We are pleading with you to
be part of this day Honourable Members. The second
announcement is; I have observed that you still struggle
to wear Botswana colours on Fridays. I can see that
Honourable Unity Dow and Honourable Nkaigwa have
tried even though is still not entirely spot on.
Honourable Members, the last announcement is on a
resolution by the Business Advisory Council. Honourable
Members, the Business Advisory Committee convened
on the 25th February 2016 to consider the matter relating
to plagiarism which arose during the debate on the
budget speech. The Committee resolved as follows:
(a) That there was evidence of plagiarism in the
statement by the Leader of Opposition.
(b) That the ruling by the Speaker made in relation to
this matter, stands.
(c) That the records as they appear in the Hansard,
should not be changed.
(d) Finally, that the Hansard be distributed to the
customers.
That is the resolution by the Business Advisory
Committee. For your own information Honourable
Members, this matter is not for debate, it is for
announcement to the House. We shall straight away go
into Minister’s Questions. We have got two. The first
one is by Honourable Arone.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of Order! Mr Speaker, I think
this House will be out of order if it is not put to the table
that when that ruling was taken…
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order Honourable
Mmolotsi. Resume your seat. I have said that this
matter is not for debate, this is an announcement on
the resolution made by your committee, so it is not

for debate. It is now closed; we are now moving on to
Minister’s Question. Anybody who tries to put back the
matter on the table, will be out of order.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of Order! I understand
you Mr Speaker but why do you not just say that the
Speaker cast the vote swinging it to the side of the
Botswana Democratic Party because the opposition side
have disagreed on the grounds that there is no evidence
of plagiarism?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, you are out
of order. That is not important, it is not necessary. You
are challenging the Speaker’s ruling. That matter is
in the past. I was just making an announcement; I am
not here to debate a matter that you discussed in the
committee.
DR MMATLI: Point of order Mr Speaker. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, it is necessary for the nation to
know that the Speaker made a ruling and voted that; that
is the right ruling.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Mmatli,
you are out of order. Can you please follow procedure
of this house. You are completely out of order by trying
to debate a matter that I have told you that it is not open
for debate. Respect my ruling regarding this matter; the
announcement that I just made. It is written and it was
even announced yesterday at the General Assembly.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, you were not at the
Committee.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, you are
misbehaving. I am on the floor and you are shouting at
me, that is mischief. Honourable Keorapetse, stop being
mischievous.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, I was at the
Committee and you were not at the Committee.
MR SPEAKER: For the very last time, do not do that
Honourable Member. That is wrong. Let us try not to
rub each other the wrong way.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of procedure Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker. I just want to appreciate Mr
Speaker the procedure of bringing a motion of no
confidence against the Speakership in this Parliament.
Is it the same procedure where I need to go and convince
you before I can bring the motion or can I just bring it?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, I think you
must take time to read the Constitution and your
Standing Orders, they will give you proper guidance. I
do not think you are going to trust me if I were to guide
you so read the Constitution and the Standing Orders.
Hansard No 182
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And perhaps even consult your legal advisors, they will
assist you on what to do, if you do not have confidence
in the Speakership.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of order Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker, I wanted to seek the guidance of
the Legal Counsel on this one, that does the Speakership
have the powers to suspend the distribution or the...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Lelatisitswe you
are out of order...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: No, you are out of order, sit down you
are of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: He is out of order, sit down.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: How come you are talking about the
distribution of the Hansard, where are you coming from?
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Point
of procedure. Mr Speaker, I am not discussing your
ruling. Regarding the Ministers Question Time I talked
to Honourable Arone last week and he requested that the
question should be expunged, he holds that sentiment
even today that is why he is not here, he believes it is
not in the Order Paper, I do not know where things went
wrong.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member I am not
aware of your agreement, as far as I know Honourable
Arone has a question in Ministers Question. So if he
is absent it means later date, he will submit a message
to our office when he comes back. He should also
withdraw it on the Parliament floor because it is already
in the Order Paper.
MR KESUPILE: Procedure. Mr Speaker with all due
respect and love I am not against the ruling you just
made. I have a complaint and this constantly bothers
me that no explanation is offered regarding the ruling
made. A ruling is just made without any explanation;
this instigates a wrong perception which might breed
wrong feelings Mr Speaker. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kesupile, you are
out of order, since you want me to open a matter again in
this House which was discussed at the Committee, I am
not going to do that. It was discussed at the Committee
and a ruling was made, I am only delivering the ruling
made there. So I do not believe that this matter is open
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for discussion here. Honourable Keorapetse ask your
question.
MR KESUPILE: But to ask you just...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Let us derive from discussing
this matter. Honourable Kesupile you should be the last
to ask…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Murmurs)...
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, no Honourable Kesupile
is the last one.
MR KESUPILE: Can the Honourable Member not
heed a simple request that the Speaker should at least
offer an explanation. If you could have offered an
explanation I could not have this recurring concern. At
least when he comes back he should offer us a detailed
explanation as to how that ruling was made. Then there
is that emphasis that no debate is allowed on the matter,
rather than saying this is the ruling end of story. I think it
becomes very, very unfair. Thank you Mr Speaker
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kesupile...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure!
MR SPEAKER: Order! Take it easy with those
procedures, I said Honourable Kesupile is the last one,
I am going to explain this matter for the last time, I
am not going to repeat it. What happens according to
your Standing Orders in this House, those who have
it, refer to Standing Order 102.2 (f). It reads thus, start
from (a) it explains the duty of the Business Advisory
Committee. At 102.2 (b) it stipulates; ‘it shall be the
duty of the Business Advisory Committee to inter alia
(b) review, select and compile Speakers’ rulings from
previous meetings for approval as future precedent by
the House.’ then include the other ones towards the
end at (f) ‘present its forecasts and resolutions to the
All Party Caucus at weekly or other intervals during a
meeting of the House.’ Therefore you already did that
yesterday to comply with Standing Order 102.2 (f). I
am now making the announcement, I have closed this
matter. Honourable Keorapetse ask your question.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, no I am no longer taking
procedures on this matter.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Procedure. No, it is a different
one Mr Speaker. The owner of that matter is present here
today, Honourable Maele, therefore since Honourable
Boko is a lawyer and is fully aware of this matter why
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is it that different Members are pursuing it? While he
as the Leader of the affected party and as a person fully
conversant in law is not here. Right now there is so
much commotion about the owner of plagiarism while
he is not here.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Inaudible)...

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter !)...

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members let us not waste
time! Honourable Keorapetse question number two.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Tshireletso I said
I do not want this matter to be discussed again on the
Parliament floor, you are out of order. Honourable Arone
I was just informed that you said your question is later
date, you must do it in the House. You must withdraw
it if you said that in the House, do that Honourable
Member.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker!
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, no more procedures.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
MR SPEAKER: Order! No more point of orders.
MR ARONE: Mr Speaker, question withdrawn.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order! Thank
you very much, can the Honourable Speaker kindly
guide me somewhere in the Standing Order where
it stipulates that the Speaker may refuse the point of
orders or close the case while the Honourable Members
are still dissatisfied.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member in that
Standing Order you have before you, open 59.1 then rise
and read it out loud, do that.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Honourable Mokgware
rise!
MR SPEAKER: Open Standing Order 59.1 and read it
Honourable Member.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Right! Here it is, let me
read it Honourable, it stipulates ‘the Speaker shall be
responsible for the observance of the rules of order, his/
her decision on a point of order shall be final’
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:...(Laughter !)...
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: So it is saying something
different!

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware thank you
very, thank you very much sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker!
MR SPEAKER: If you want to argue with your
Standing Orders you know what to do, please!
MR KEORAPETSE: No I do not want to argue...
MR SPEAKER: Let us not waste time of your debate
for today.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: I want you to ask a question, you are
saying procedure?
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. I hear Honourable
Members laughing when Honourable Mokgware read
this Standing Order and Parliamentary Counsel (PC)
has to explain; it does not stipulate that you can suspend
the rules, because effectively what you are doing when
Honourable Member says ‘point of order’ then you say
you have closed the matter, you have suspended the
rules. You have to rule on a point of order after you have
heard what the point of order is!
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, Honourable Keorapetse, I
am wondering what you all arguing about, with others
even are laughing. I said that if you want to understand
and even debate about the Standing Order, this is not the
right forum to use. We are here to implement the Order
Paper because the time allocated is short but at the
General Assembly we have the whole morning to deal
with issues like these. I have given you time to comment
and now let us get on with the Order Paper. Honourable
Keorapetse, please ask your question.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure Mr
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter !)...

MR SPEAKER: No! I will not allow any point of
orders and point of procedures, you are delaying us.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Mokgware

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I mean it is here, there is
nowhere it stipulates that a point of order…

MR SPEAKER: we are not even going to allow calls
for procedure, we are continuing with the questions.

MR SPEAKER: Order! No, resume your seat
Honourable Member...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure! You cannot
stop me from asking for procedure Mr Speaker.
Hansard No 182

7

Friday 11thMarch, 2016

MR SPEAKER: You are out of order Honourable Khan
… (interruptions) …
MR KHAN: No, I have to set the record straight. I
cannot just let things be. No Sir, you have to listen to us.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, ask your
question.
MR KHAN: Procedure! Procedure so that we can
correct!
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, ask your
question.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: switch off those microphones. I am not
accepting any calls for point of orders and procedures.
MR KHAN: No, let us correct something first Mr
Speaker, you cannot continue with that oppression, let
us correct first.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, ask your
question.
MR KEORAPETSE: Mr Speaker, I do not see the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security.
MR SPEAKER: Is there anyone representing the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security amongst you?
There is no one Honourable Keorapetse. It means your
question will be deferred and will appear on the next
order paper.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: do you want to tell me where
Honourable Kgathi is?
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I
am concerned about the use of the Standing Orders in
Parliament. I think this will only ruin the essence of the
Parliament.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi…
MR MMOLOTSI: I request that you allow me to talk
about the Standing Orders.
MR SPEAKER: No, wait, you are out of order. This
is not the time for Standing Orders, and I do not want
anybody to talk about the Standing Orders. I said that
if you have an issue with them you should go to the
General Assembly or to the relevant committee and talk
about them. I do not know why you have a problem
doing that.
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INTRODUCTION OF TACHOGRAPH
SPEEDOMETERS IN ALL PUBLIC TRANSPORT
VEHICLES - Motion (Resumed Debate)
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR SPEAKER: No, if you want to challenge my
rulings you do not do that here, it is out of order. There
is a procedure to follow Honourable Mmolotsi; the one
that you just did regarding the Speaker’s ruling the other
day. You do it again and again until you get it right.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Another point of order?
MR MAJAGA: Mr Speaker, thank you. You asked
us to aid you in running this House and when we try
it appears like we are up to something. People address
you whilst they are seated and I did not see you take any
action by invoking Standing Order 51.5. For this House
to go well we have to assist you and use those Standing
Orders so that the House can go well.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Majaga,
you mentioned Standing Order 51.1 Honourable
Member.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: It states that you should stand up and
address all your observations to the Speaker. Honourable
Members, let us continue with today’s work.

INTRODUCTION OF TACHOGRAPH
SPEEDOMETERS IN ALL PUBLIC
TRANSPORT VEHICLES
Motion
(Resumed Debate)
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, I
wanted to introduce an item of business which does not
appear on the schedule today which I have submitted
to your office. This item is with regards to the issue
at the Ministry of Education and Skills Development
which I requested Government to set a commission to
investigate issues of corrupt practices by private and
Government tertiary institutions, fraudulent practices,
ghost students…
MR SPEAKER: Please wait Honourable Moswaane; I
do not know what you are reading.
MR MOSWAANE: I said I wanted to introduce an item
of business which does not appear on the agenda today.
MR SPEAKER: Which Standing Order are you using?
MR MOSWAANE: Standing Order 50.
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SPEEDOMETERS IN ALL PUBLIC TRANSPORT
VEHICLES - Motion (Resumed Debate)

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Sit down Honourable
Moswaane and switch off your microphone please. The
fact that I did not call you when we finished question
time, should show you that you are not on today’s
agenda. If you are then when we finish question time,
tabling of papers and statements I will call you if at
all we have agreed as stated by Standing Order 50.2.
If you do not see that happening and even I as the
Chair not aware then it means that information did not
reach my office. When we began our business today I
was not aware of it and therefore it cannot be accepted
Honourable Member. Standing Order 50.2…

MR MOSWAANE: Point of order Mr Speaker, for the
last time. I am concerned that an urgent Motion without
notice would appear on the agenda, that is the challenge
I have because your office when taking a decision to say
that my Motion should be a question, was misdirected
and misinformed about the matter, because I am calling
for a Commission of Enquiry to investigate corruption
on Tertiary Institutions which is a problematic issue as
we speak today. Francistown students are out of class,
Gaborone students are out of class. Selebi Phikwe today
is planning to strike again. How long are we going to
keep this problem under the covers? This matter must be
dealt with by this Parliament. I pray to you Honourable
Speaker that please allow a peaceful resolution to this
matter, because we cannot be depending on decisions
that are not informed to deter us from moving motions.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, Honourable
Nkaigwa and Honourable Arone, you are out of order.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
it is not my intention to start issues that have been laid
to rest. I have a problem with the begging that I have to
do that is not in order… HONOURABLE MEMBER:
Point of order.
MR MOSWAANE: I am sorry Mr Speaker I have tried
to follow this procedure and I am being told that my
motion should be turned into a question, whilst I am
asking for a commission of enquiry. Who is supposed to
be deciding whether it is supposed to be a commission of
enquiry or a question? It is me. I am saying Government
must investigate corruption and I cannot go and ask the
Ministers to say that, ‘can I ask you to be investigated
for corruption?’ No! The Ministry must be investigated
Mr Speaker. I have been trying to be very patient from
last week Thursday up until today; I have come to the
end of my tether Mr Chairman. I know that you do not
have the matter. I was with the Speaker this morning
saying that she will write you a not for you to include it.
You have already decided that it is a question and I am
not saying that it cannot be a question, this is a motion.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, sit down and
please switch off your microphone. I explained to you
when we started that we have got procedures that we use
in this House. I am aware of the Standing Order that you
mentioned and I referred you to Standing Order 50.2
that says if there is no agreement that the motion should
be presented then you will not hear me call for it. It
means there would not be any agreement in accordance
with Standing Order 50.2. Therefore for you to argue
with me here saying ‘it was expected that something
would be sent to me,’ no I do not have that thing with me
here. I am using the Order Paper as it is. Therefore I am
requesting you to understand that procedure Honourable
Member, and we would then move on with the Motion…

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane, one
of the most peaceful ways of resolving differences is
listening to one another. I am guiding this House using
the Standing Orders and I am giving you a specific
Standing Order for you to read, 50.2. If you do not
comply with it, there is no way I am going to leave the
Order Paper and do what you want this Parliament to
do; but you still have an opportunity to comply with
the Standing Orders so that your Motion would be
debated in Parliament. That is the advice I can give you
Honourable Member. So, I am asking that we should
proceed with your Motion on the floor, which we are
supposed to dispose of.
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure. I have a
whinge with your ruling, according to me Honourable
Speaker, I met all the requirements and as I am talking
to you, from Friday on a daily basis…
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Moswaane, I think
we have spoken about that matter and we have used a lot
of time. You are out of order. We have talked at length
about that matter and I want us to progress. Sit down, I
am still standing.
MR MOSWAANE: I am refusing.
MR SPEAKER: And switch off the microphone please.
We have talked about that issue and we are done. I have
told you what to do, now…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mangole, Honourable
Mmolotsi, what is the problem?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR SPEAKER: What makes you think I have to chase
Honourable Moswaane out of Parliament, when I did
not order any of you out?
Hansard No 182
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: But there are others
whom you chased. You chased him out yesterday.
MR SPEAKER: No, today I am not going to chase
anyone out of Parliament, we are going to work together
here; nobody is going anywhere. All of us are going to
knock off at 1: 00 p.m., stop encouraging such things to
happen.
Honourable Members Order! When the House adjourned
on Friday last week Honourable Moswaane was on
the floor presenting and he is left with 12 minutes 15
seconds. Honourable Moswaane the floor is yours.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST): Mr
Speaker, allow me to continue from where I had stopped
last time. Today I want to focus; I would like you to
assist me to finish because I do not want to come back
here again next week.
Mr Speaker, I have already explained my Motion at
length, pointing out how these important gadgets of
tachograph speedometers are; they are not common
in Botswana. What I am requesting is that this House
should allow for research to be conducted to see whether
it is not possible for the government to implement them
at the moment.
Honourable Members, it is evident that in other
countries, in Europe these things are in use. Countries
like South Africa are using them as well. I had pointed
out that these gadgets are very useful because it shows
that most of the time as I have mentioned, when an
accident happens it can show whether the driver was
over speeding or not; because there is a timer, it shows
the time the car was moving, at what speed. These are
things which can help to reduce the number of accidents
in Botswana.
Even in the case whereby bus drivers each drive for
very long hours, yet carrying people; these can show
how long the driver had been driving in their journey.
Maybe they would not be given enough time to rest by
the public transport administrators or business owners.
I just wanted to be that brief Mr Speaker because I have
already explained the reasons in the past, that I want this
House to accept this Motion the way I have put it. Thank
you Mr Speaker.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATION (MR MABEO): Thank you
very much, Mr Speaker and good morning. Mr Speaker,
let me preface my response to this Motion by perhaps
explaining what tachograph is.
Mr Speaker, tachograph is a device fitted to monitor
vehicle that automatically records speed, distance and
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driver’s activity selected from a choice of modes. This
is mainly meant to benefit the company by monitoring
how the driver handles the vehicle and ultimately show
whether there has been any abuse of the vehicle.
Mr Speaker, the current Road Traffic Act does not
have provision for fitting speed monitoring devices
in vehicles, especially the public passenger vehicles.
However, I must hasten to mention that this is a very
good initiative or it is a very noble initiative. Though
it will be ideal for my Ministry to introduce the speed
monitoring devices Mr Speaker, I am of the view that
individuals or individual companies can be encouraged
to voluntarily install such devices, mainly to improve
their operation through such devices. As we speak Mr
Speaker, some of the public passenger operators have
already started fitting these devices in their vehicles,
more especially along the Trans Kalahari Corridor.
Mr Speaker, with those few remarks on the motion, I
would end by saying we will continue as the Ministry
to support and encourage public operators to install
tachograph speedometers. Thank you Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR SPEAKER: He has concluded.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We wanted to ask him
if…
MR ARONE: On a point of procedure. Since the
Minister was responding, he is supposed to…
MR SPEAKER: No the Minister is not responding, he
is rather debating.
MR ARONE: No, he said my response to this motion.
It should come out clear whether he is supporting or not
supporting because if he just state that they will continue
to support, it is not clear and I am not sure if in a way he
is supporting or not.
MR SPEAKER: No, do not worry about his debate.
He just voiced out his opinion and he was not in any
way deterring anyone from speaking. Again, it does not
mean we should focus our debate on what he said. All
you can debate the motion on floor.
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. We
should not take this lightly because it is a tradition in
the House. If the Minister does not clearly state his
position on this motion and the House happens to agree
on it while he does not, that means the House will be
endorsing something which his ministry might not
have adequate resources to fund. So it will be like an
academic exercise. This tradition of letting the House
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know your stand I think is there for a reason. The
Minister should inform the debate of his stand on this
motion on whether they will be able to do it or not
therefore I chose to negate the motion. I think this is
the tradition that has been set. I can see the Minister
of Finance and Development Planning is nodding with
me in agreement. It is a tradition that is deliberate. We
do not know whether to support or negate the motion
because he has not informed the debate.

I also commend Honourable Mabeo for stating that
they have started using this machine in their Ministry
and if I were to pick what he said he stated that it has
already started being used in the Trans Kalahari road.
Now since it is something that has proven to be useful,
it should be taken into consideration and see if funds
permit for it to be implemented the entire country. He
has however stated that there is no provision in the law
for its implementation and I agree with him on that one
and I believe if there are some policies that need to be
amended then we can do that so that implementation
takes place. In fact we can save government too many
costs and come up with a provision which will force all
the new cars to have this machine fixed in their vehicles
the moment they pay for their licence fee.

MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Members, do not
spoil everything because Honourable Mabeo debated
the way he did, but the bottom line is that this lies with
you to decide on what you actually want government to
implement. That is the issue on the floor.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Speaker. I support
Honourable Moswaane’s motion. This motion comes
at a time when the leadership of this country has been
worried about the rate of road accidents. We are also
worried about the speed at which drivers drive at on our
roads and yet they continue to warn each other on the
roads should the Police officers set a speed trap on the
road. That means by the time that driver arrives at the
speed trap, they are driving at the allowed speed and that
gives the Police wrong information in terms of the way
we drive on our roads.
Honourable Moswaane is advocating to have a device
that will monitor our speed everywhere we are so that
we know the speed that a driver use while driving. This
is a worrisome situation because even buses nowadays
use a very high speed and sometimes when you are
driving at 140, which is not allowed they still manage
to overtake you and even move faster and further away
from you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Rather 160.
MR MAKGALEMELE: …(Laughter)… sometimes
they disappear from your sight Mr Speaker. You get to
wonder what will happen if something happens to that
bus carrying passengers. So this device will help the
Police to assess and make an analysis of the driver’s
speed history.
This will be very handy Mr Speaker because accidents
affect the economy of the country adversely because
we end up losing people whom we have invested in
educating them whom their lives are short lived by
these accidents. So I support this motion because it will
reduce the rate of accidents in our country because we
will drive carefully knowing that police officers are
everywhere to assess our speed.

I do not wish to be long Mr Speaker and I would like
to thank Honourable Moswaane for the motion he has
tabled. I was scared earlier on when he was arguing with
you that he will be thrown out of the House. I thank you
Mr Speaker.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Mr Speaker and the
Honourable Member for tabling this motion. I wish we
could amend the suggested speed limit of 120 to 140
because I believe the suggested one is overtaken by
events. Moreover, these are personal cars and it should
be the responsibility of the owners to fit these devices in
their cars. I am not saying that the government cannot
install these but she can if she wants, it is only that they
want to speed. Therefore my call for an amendment
encompasses consulting with the people because there
are some motorists who are fond of over speeding and
do not want to be slow on the roads.
MR GUMA: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Member. When you talk about the 140, are you saying it
should also apply on public vehicles?
MS TSHIRELETSO: No, I do not mean for the public
transport. We heard about an accident which happened
at Gabane and Mogoditshane just yesterday, we even
lost one life in Mahalapye. The two involved are a truck
and a combi. When we look at public transport, we are
still in trouble. When Honourable Makgalemele was
speaking he was not only referring to public transport
when he said that motorists warn each other of the
presence of traffic cops along the road. He was saying
that because it was the fourth time we had accidents
involving trucks and public transport. If I may single
out public transport accidents, most of them are caused
by private vehicles. We should look into that as well.
I do believe that public transport is for the public and
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they are not to be compared to private cars where one
could decide to travel with their families but for public
transport, when an accident happens, it concerns the
public at large. This is why I was saying that this should
have been inclusive of private cars as well because they
are the ones who do over speeding. We have a problem
in our roads, other motorists do not give others a change
on the roads, they are just reckless when it comes to
road usage. If we are going to talk about public transport
and leave private vehicles behind, we are not solving
anything because the very same private vehicles we are
leaving out will cause accidents on public transport. As
we bring these motions, let one bring an amendment
to increase the speed limit because the current speed
limit is overtaken by events, some people want to reach
work places in time. There are those motorists who
drive at 40 or 20 kilometres per hour and they make
traffic congestion by so doing. What action is going to
be taken to these people who deliberately cause traffic
congestion? Honourable Mabeo, there are a lot of things
happening in our roads; and we do not know how to fix
them. Some of the motorists do not conform to the keep
right, pass right traffic sign. I am not supporting over
speeding but some people will be on the fast lane yet
they are driving at a very low speed, and honestly 120
km/hr has been overtaken by events.
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Tshireletso. Internationally, is there where the speed limit
is more than 120? I had thought that it is international.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Can we not start something of
our own? We keep saying that the British are saying this
and that. People even made a song out of this. Because
we are said to be doing what is done in Britain. I am now
suggesting that we bring something new, I am told that
we should consult with the British. I am trying to fix this
side and then it gets worse on the other side. Like other
people have said, in Germany and other countries, there
are speed limits…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: No, I did not say that I have
benchmarked. People have said that there is no speed
limit. I did not want to repeat what you said, because
you have talked about us so long, and you have said that
we copy things from other countries. I want people to
benchmark from us as well. Currently Republic of South
Africa have benchmarked on our Poverty Eradication
Programme and Ipelegeng, the President’s walkabouts
is being benchmarked by a number of international
Heads of States, they know that it is okay to be with
people and walk amongst them, they even go to an
extent of hugging women, greeting them. I support the
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issue that we should regulate public transport because
they carry our relatives. What concerns me is the way
trucks are always colliding with the combis. I do not see
this motion as a deterrent, even the minister has agreed
and they are already underway with some of this along
the Trans- Kalahari highway. Let this be carried out in
all our roads in order to preserve the lives of our people.
During holidays, motorists over speed and rush to get
passengers and do not even rest but at the end of the
day they cause accidents. I once boarded one vehicle
as my vehicle had problems, I was not at ease the entire
journey, and I had left my car to run a very important
personal errand. I was just scared because the bus was
over-speeding. We were so many in that bus, from
different areas and we are all aware that public transport
accidents concern the entire nation. After we arrived, the
bus went back and on its way back it had an accident;
that was by luck that it did not have an accident when
we were the passengers then.
You are bright Honourable Member, even though you
nearly disappointed me when you did not listen to
the Speaker when it was time for you to present your
motion. I want you to speak Honourable Moswaane, we
will not be shaken by the fact that we are said to be the
BDP and as such we cannot talk when there are problems
in the country. When there is a problem, it concerns us
all. I am awaiting the best motion from that aisle. Mr
Modubule once brought a motion and we supported it,
Mr Dumelang came with a motion and we adopted it
and even Honourable Kesupile knows that we adopt
your motions. It is not like we reject your motions, but
some of these are just here to taint us. Anyway, I have to
thank Honourable Kgoroba who held me when I nearly
fell yesterday. I am thankful. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Let me also indicate that I support the motion
by the Honourable Member. Everything has the
beginning and as leaders of this country, whenever we
feel that there is something that affects the lives of our
people, we should do something to counter that and do
well to our people.
The Honourable Member conducted a research and
found it fit to come up with a motion that can safeguard
Batswana. Botswana is one of the countries where
vehicles are bought on a daily basis or where there are
many vehicles. This could be private vehicles, public
transport like buses and combis.
Like you were saying Honourable Member, this has
already been established in countries like South Africa
where we buy vehicles. It means that they did that to
counteract the number of accidents that were happening
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in their country. We buy most of our public transport
in South Africa. When you look at the statistics of the
accidents, you will find that most of them involve public
transport and it is appropriate for this House to come
up with a motion like this through which we will do
something to protect the lives of Batswana.

mover Honourable Moswaane. I support the motion
because…

Moving on Mr Speaker, these tachograph speedometers
would not be the duty of the Government or the Ministry
of Transport and Communications. Theirs would just be
to check and regulate, but the whole thing would be for
the owner of the public vehicle as a requisite to have
those tachograph speedometers in their vehicles. The
costs would be incurred by the owner of the vehicle. So,
Honourable Mabeo should not think of cost implications
to be incurred by his Ministry, but the transport magnates
would have to provide for such at their own expenses.
The Ministry would just be responsible for issuing
permits. That should come out clear.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): I
am sorry. I am very much aware of that Standing Order
and I am most indebted to you sir, forgive me.

It will also help with the security of the passengers
because nowadays we see a lot of permits being issued
and some of them are night travel permits. Recently I
took a night bus that leaves here at 6 p.m. and when we
got to Dibete, they were stopped by the police and the
bus did not have a permit but it was a popular bus. I want
to say that even though they alert one another about the
roadblocks during the day, at night they do as they wish
and most accidents occur at night because there will be
cattle on the road. The tachograph speedometers will
also help the police when they investigate accidents.
Currently, they can say whatever they want to say and
the cause of the accident may remain unknown.
Most of the cases at the police are said to be a result
of tyre blast. When you ask some people they will tell
you that the vehicle was over speeding. So this can
help the police determine the circumstances within
which the accident happened and not whereby all the
investigations will depend on what the driver will say
like it is the case right now.
This motion is a welcome development. If it can be
implemented, we will see bus and combi magnates
who are operating without permits desisting from that
because at night and during holidays, many unlicensed
buses get onto the roads. This would have eased the task
of protecting the lives of the people.
Mr Speaker, I cannot be long on this motion and I will
end by saying since this is done in other countries, let us
do it as well and this is the right time. Thank you.
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (DR DOW): Thank you Mr
Speaker. I rise to support the motion as framed by the

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Dow, just a minute. Wait.
Honourable Tsogwane, read Standing Order 58.3 and do
as it says.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Member.
Continue Honourable Dow.
DR DOW: Thank you Mr Speaker. The motion as
framed seeks to limit the introduction of techograph
speedometers to public transport or public vehicles. I
think it is very important to make the point that public
vehicles are licensed vehicles, that are licensed to travel
between definitive points and therefore there is absolutely
nothing wrong with expecting that it is reasonable and
rationale to have them installed with such devices.
I would be very anxious if it was suggested even for
a good reason that the devices should be extended to
other vehicles or private vehicles. The reason is this Mr
Speaker, these devices not only tell you what speed the
driver was travelling between the two points that you
are talking about, they also tells you where the driver
has been. Therefore it tells you whether or not the driver
stopped in Rasesa and spent two hours there, whether
or not they went to Mookane and stuff. I would suggest
that the government has got no business in knowing
where private citizens have been within a specified
period of times. But they certainly have a business to
know whether or not a vehicle that has been licensed
to leave Gaborone to go to Selebi Phikwe actually left
Gaborone and went to Selebi Phikwe and nowhere else.
Also have a business to know the various speeds that
particular vehicle travelled during that particular time. I
will be very anxious if a suggestion was made that these
devices should be actually installed in private vehicles.
I do not think the mover is talking about that.
While Honourable Tshireletso is correct that we are also
anxious about the accidents that private vehicles causes,
on the other hand we have to balance between the privacy
of the individual and also the interest of the public. I will
say when we balance that I would be very much against
the installation of those devices in private vehicles, but I
will certainly support Honourable Moswaane’s, motion,
that these devises should be installed in public vehicles
because it is not just enough to know that you were over
speeding in the last five minutes. We also want to know
whether you were over speeding between Rasesa and
Dibete for example, etcetera, and etcetera.
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I also note what Honourable Mabeo said, that if we adopt
this motion certain policy position were to be changed
and perhaps even legislative amendments may have to
be made and regulatory amendments may have to be
made. I think the spirit of the motion is one of worthy
and I want to congratulate the Honourable Member for
thinking about it. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): I thank you Mr Speaker. I also stand
to support the Honourable Member in his request
for budget. This motion is mainly for the safety of
public transport. I support it because I know, even the
Parliament knows…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, before
you could go out, check the quorum first Honourable
Member.
MR BATSHU: One of the policies that we use in the
Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs is that we register
all the deaths in our country. But if we look at the death
register you will find that most deaths were caused by
public vehicles accidents. This is why we encourage
the Police officers to continue putting up speed traps…
MR SPEAKER: Order. Honourable Batshu, somebody
has sneaked out and I do not know who it is. Call
the people who are outside Honourable Tshireletso.
Continue Honourable Batshu.
MR BATSHU: The parliament must be reminded that
there is a policy that we have passed on birth and death
registration; there is a Department in the Ministry of
Labour and Home Affairs where deaths and births are
registered. At the end of the year we make a record of
the number of deaths and their causes. From there we
inform those responsible to take action in seeing what
could be done to prevent such deaths. In most cases
the accidents would be caused by speeding, normally
by public transport. We then liaise with the Police to
request the government to ask for more speed trap
machines and manpower. On top of that to amend the
penalties for speeding.
We used to have a high number of bus accidents and
a large number of people would be deceased. This
caused conflicts between the drivers and the bus owners,
sometimes you would find that three buses belonging
to one person get involved in car accidents in the same
week. This affects the businesses negatively…
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order Mr Speaker. Mr
Speaker, I did not want to comment but I thought I
should. Setswana is such a rich language, so I do not
know what Honourable Batshu meant when he said

14

Hansard No 182

INTRODUCTION OF TACHOGRAPH
SPEEDOMETERS IN ALL PUBLIC TRANSPORT
VEHICLES - Motion (Resumed Debate)
people must be penalised, is that the right word? I
personally feel that it is a harsh word; however we will
hear your take on that one.
MR SPEAKER: Order. You are right Honourable
Mmolotsi, Setswana is a rich language. It however
depends on the context that you use such words. In the
context that he was using he meant that strict measures
must be taken against them. That is how I understood
him. I have known Honourable Batshu to be someone
who would know the right words to use. Honourable
Batshu just say they should be punished because if you
say they should be penalised it is like you want to kill
them.
MR BATSHU: I thank you Mr Speaker. I was saying
there is need to change the penalties and make them a
bit harsh so that they could start feeling the pain and
maybe they could stop killing people. That is basically
what I was saying and it is one thing that motivates me
to support the Honourable Member.
I am adamant that there should be a policy in which it
would be a requirement to have a speed trap machine
in every bus that a bus driver would be using. The task
of the machine would be to monitor the speed of the
bus. Just like in the aeroplane, when there is a crush we
check the black box first, that is where we get all the
evidence as to what happened when the crash happened.
Therefore, the government need to take this idea into
consideration because the public transport is responsible
for transporting the bulk of the nation’s population. This
is a safety issue and we want the public to be safe when
using public transport. We are aware that some vehicles
are driven at night and the speed traps do not operate
at night. The police are also unable to use speed trap
during rainy days therefore having this kind of machine
will help keep track of the speed of vehicles at all times.
In short, I was supporting Honourable Member that the
Government should do something about this; at the end
of this debate we should make it a law requirement for
public transport to have this machine during vehicle
registration. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): Thank you Mr
Speaker, I would like to support Honourable Moswaane’s
idea but I would like to give this piece of advice; let it be
that the police check the speedometers in road blocks, I
think there should be an office to which all these technometer speedometers should be connected to, such that
the satellite connection to the car is able to show what
speed the car is travelling at, or to have on a monthly
basis or whichever time that we would have agreed
upon for these speedo metres to be monitored to check
whether they have not been tampered with. I know
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very well that there will be excuses like; the bus was
taken to the mechanic and when it was being services
this and that happened to the speedometer. This will be
the excuses that will be given in court when lives have
been lost. The procedure should be that, when a bus
is taken to the mechanics for service or so forth, this
internal checking’s should be available to see to it that
they do not tamper with the speedo metre that has been
installed in their buses. They should not only be installed
in public transport but in the government and council
vehicles too because over speeding is done by both the
public transport and government driven vehicles.

just to CTO but all other sectors. Thank you Member
of Parliament.

MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Clarification.
Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Member.
Let me clarify that we already have a programme in
place in Central Transport Organisation (CTO) for
installing the wiring that will monitor the speed of our
vehicles. Thank you.
MR NGAKA: I would like to commend you Honourable
Member for having started such a programme. May it
expand to a point where you will be able to incorporate
the speedometer that we have been talking about that
will be able to preserve people’s lives. Some people
have reached a point where they are uncomfortable
with using public transport especially the elderly due to
the high death rates caused by over speeding. My point
is; the monitoring should be very intensive because as
someone earlier mentioned, some buses travel at night;
the time in which the police officers will not be working.
At that time anyone can do whatever they want because
they know the police will not be available to instil the
law. If the machine is taken out on monthly basis to check
the configuration inside that machine, this would help us
a lot. If it is found out that someone has tampered with
system, their bus permit should be taken. I disagree with
the current system of making offenders to pay fines of
about P100 or P200 because it is not enough compared
to the valuable lives that could be lost.

MR NGAKA: Thank you for your explanation
Honourable Member, I was not aware that you have taken
that step. What I was stressing on is that the monitoring
should be intensive. There are instances right now that a
bus that is clearly not road worthy is said to have passed
road worthiness and one wonders how that happened.
Maybe there is going to be corruption therefore you
should keep an eye on that to make sure that there is
no corruption of some persons having higher speed set
in their speedo metres than others. Some buses are in
such a bad state that by just looking at them you can tell
that they should not be on the road. The arrangement
of having these old buses on the road is totally wrong
because they can deny having speedometer being set
in their cars while in actual fact the driver have met
with the technicians that set this speedometer, and they
played around with it to make sure it goes over the
120km which is the normal speed limit in Botswana. I
just wanted to offer that brief advice Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Before you start Honourable Ralotsia,
I notice that Honourable Kebonang has moved from his
seat and is sitting next to Honourable Tshireletso then he
further violates Standing Order 58.3; he is reading the
newspaper openly.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (MR RALOTSIA):
I thought you do not see them Sir.
MR GUMA: On a point of procedure Sir. Mr Speaker,
I think you are only observing this side of the aisle and
you are not observing those on the other side, you are
noticing Members on this side only.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Guma, our procedure
is that if a Member wants to debate he/she rises. If a
Member of Parliament is sitting down I cannot ask him
to rise and debate.

This will clearly show that the driver is not abiding by
our laws in Botswana which are in place to protect the
nation. This will also be a lesson to other bus drivers
to avoid tempering with that particular system. We are
living in civilised times in which many things have been
made easier therefore just like Honourable Minister
said we should try by all means to introduce all these
technologies in our transport. They are still focusing on
CTO only while most accidents involving buses……

MR RALOTSIA: Mr Speaker if there is one thing
which is a concern in Botswana is death. In Botswana
we care for human life in all possible ways including
the least possible, we are a nation which values life.
But like some people sometimes say, as the Members
of the Botswana Democratic Party, when we boast we
say, we care for human life before he is born, when he is
alive and during his death; we ensure that we give him
a dignified farewell.

MR MABEO: Clarification. Let me clarify that CTO
have been in charge of looking after vehicles of different
sectors therefore this venture has been expanded not

Therefore if we notice anything which might pose
danger to human life and we can combat it, we have to
do that.
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One of the factors which pose danger to people’s lives
and is mirrored by statistics in Botswana; yesterday I
watched the President’s visit to Thamaga indicating
those statistics of how our people’s lives are lost due
to motor vehicle accidents, it was such a huge concern
which needs to be quickly addressed.
It reflects that speed amongst all others is the number
one cause of accidents mortality. We have the normal
speed of 120 km/h but I am aware that we violate this
law Honourable Member and we do that as if it is the
normal thing to do. The reason for this is because it
seems as if we do not have the proper tools to monitor
speed, or if we do, it is not enough.
Our road accidents are caused by numerous factors,
sometimes the condition of the road is poor, sometimes
the driver is drunk, sometimes the vehicle is not
roadworthy; which might be the brakes of the vehicle, the
lights which are not fully functional but you see it being
driven in the road and like one Member said earlier you
could clearly see that this vehicle is not roadworthy not
even including the other factors of emission. I recall one
time when I found Honourable Masisi, His Honour the
Vice President, Mrs Masisi and his elder brother Masisi
involved in a car accident by Phakalane and the cause
was emission. This smoke covered their face resulting
in poor visibility. Therefore some factors which cause
road accidents are basically not mentioned. But the
major factor which we can defeat is speed.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker, let me perhaps
clarify for the Honourable Member we are currently
addressing the issue of emissions; we are working on
regulations of emissions in order to arrest this problem
which he alludes that it causes accidents. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
MR RALOTSIA: Thank you Honourable Minister
that you are in the process but it does not stop us from
raising it because as you are working on it you should
know that our concern is the same as yours. As you are
working on it, you should know that as a nation and
nation’s representative this issue bothers us.
These emissions might be caused by vehicles which are
exported and we buy them thinking that they are still
new, in fact we do not have strong regulations which
prevents causes which might cause mortality.
Vehicle speed; it seems like there is a speed limit set
for some vehicles in Botswana. There are some vehicle
models which are given the licence to go over the normal
speed limit which then distracts other drivers. Therefore
Honourable Moswaane’s motion…
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)…
MR RALOTSIA: I simply mean when the vehicle is
going over the speed limit.
Therefore I support Honourable Moswaane’s motion, in
fact it came at the time when vehicles which over speed
are many; there are so many and cause deaths. Our
belief is that public transportation is the safest which
means that since it transports many people it should
serve as an example that when we say the vehicle is
perfectly roadworthy including the driver what we mean
because sometimes the vehicle is perfectly roadworthy
but the problem lies with its driver. A vehicle would be
perfectly roadworthy and can easily be controlled as we
know that the speed is controlled by the driver but when
he drives he becomes a completely different person. So
as we debate such motion which we fully support, we
should revisit our laws which might be hindering the
rise of accidents in our roads.
Mr Speaker, we are living in fear, nowadays when you
drive you are in constant fear. Vehicles are even killing
people in the safety of their own homes, therefore kindly
reinforce the law and establish the cause of the accident,
I agree with Honourable Moswaane that we should also
include drivers who drive their own personal vehicles.
Our surveillance system, our vehicle tracking system we
should ensure if we cannot upgrade it in such a way that
people are aware that the police are monitoring them
like we normally see posters such as “we are watching
you.”
In conclusion Mr Speaker, I support Honourable
Moswaane. Pula!
MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): Thank you
Mr Speaker. I too rise to support my colleague in the
inclusion of the important clause he tabled in Parliament.
Research indicates that this tachograph Bill is already
implemented in other countries and has positive results.
In our country the government has made numerous
attempts to try to construct wide open roads used by
public transport.
The major concern which does not only concern the
Ministry of Transport and Communication is road
safety therefore the implementation of this technology
can enlighten the driver to know you are not using
the road alone, but rather you are using it with other
drivers like those who transport the public for instance,
hence one would ensure that the road is safe all the time
because these machines would be checking from time
to time, recording the speed at which the driver would
be moving at.
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The other thing is that making such an arrangement
would preserve lives because buses carry many people.
When there are accidents, not only the passengers in
the buses lose lives, even those who collide with these
busses; their lives are in danger as well. Therefore, if
this machine could be put…

transport, the driver would know that ‘I cannot drive
for a long time. I have to adhere to the law.’ That thing
would be able to reduce the fatigue of drivers.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you cannot go
out.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: No, you cannot go out Honourable
Member, give it to the security officers so that they
submit it for you.
MR MOLEFE: Therefore Mr Speaker, it could be
imperative that this machine would be one of the
prerequisites when one applies for a transport operator
license. Things like fire extinguishers, and vehicle road
worthiness, these are prerequisites when someone goes
to pay the registration for the vehicle or when they apply
for a license to get into the business of public transport.
The other thing is that this machine can reduce the
traffic offenses; it can cut them significantly because
since the public transport vehicles are many; when they
are on the road occupying the road space of about 5 to
10 km, those of us who are not transporting the public,
we would be forced to follow them at a speed they are
driving at. Therefore, even those of us who will not
be carrying people, not having these machines in our
vehicles; it would help us to drive at a speed charted by
these buses.
The other thing Mr Speaker, it would assist the
transporters or the bus owners to be compliant to the
regulations which have been put in place. The regulations
which call for driving at a stipulated speed limit, and
ensuring it is adhered to because one would know that
if they exceed that limit, when they reach a roadblock
and if s review is done, there would be evidence that
the regulation has been breached somewhere. As I have
already mentioned, it would help in general even those
who have not put these machines to be law abiding
Batswana.
The other thing is that the use of this machine could
reduce the fatigue of drivers. A driver can be told,
“Young man, take this bus and rush to Francistown,
when the bus gets full, go and drop the people off at
Tonota. When you come back from Tonota, do not enter
the bus rank, just cut the line at the rank and do not
queue; just pick them up from the filling station.” By the
time the driver carries the third load, he or she would be
tired. Now if these machines are put in buses or public

Again Mr Speaker, it would help the bus operators
to adhere to the law, and not bypass and exploit the
regulations of business extremely. One would leave here
for Molepolole, in 30 minutes they would have loaded
and come back, and they would be told, “keep that up,
be swift man; pass them by.” This would help to curb
the business men from…
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of procedure. Mr Speaker,
I just wanted to find out; how come when you chase
someone from the House you want them to go
immediately, but when a person wants to go on their
own, now it seems you have a problem? What causes
that?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order, you are so
bored right? Stand up and debate the Motion and stop
entertaining yourself with non-existent things.
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I am proceeding
to say this machine is very important; it would benefit
us if it could be used, and I support my colleague. This
machine can assist those with permits; it would help
them not to compromise them. They would adhere to
the regulations knowing that breeching them time and
again, it being evident that the machine in the vehicle
shows that the vehicle was over speeding; this would
put the trader’s license in jeopardy. This machine would
assist the bus owner to take responsibility from time to
time, and make sure their drivers drive carefully.
The other thing is that this can change our behaviour
as the bus drivers. Madam Speaker, the buses are
most of the time not driven by their owners, they are
just driven by hired drivers. Therefore if they are just
employees, they never care at what speed they are
driving, they never care to drive carefully. Therefore if
there is such a machine, it can help in terms of making
them behave properly. If I may give an example Mr
Speaker, if you are a driver driving along the Rasesa
road; there is a speed limit of 80. Even when the road is
still under construction like right now, the police would
not be there, but the drivers automatically know that
when they approach that area they should reduce their
speed to 80 kilometres per hour. This thing could really
help; even the workload for police officers would be
reduced. As others have already said, if we know they
are at Malotwane, drivers go around flashing lights to
one another. This machine does not require anyone to
flash lights for anyone because it would be inbuilt in the
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vehicle and everywhere the vehicle goes, it goes. Even
after being involved in an accident, the law enforcement
officers can check this machine and see what transpired
in this vehicle carrying people; they would be able to
check the speed it was travelling at. I want to end my
debate here Mr Speaker; I support the Motion which has
been put before us this morning. Thank you Mr Speaker.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): Thank
you Mr Speaker. We shall rise and support our Motion.
This Motion in very important Mr Speaker and it shows
that we are paying attention as the BDP (Domkrag)
government, a party which preserves people’s lives; it
loves people to the extent that it loves even that person
who is not yet born. The government would provide all
the necessities, a baby would be born and eventually
speak on this earth. The very people who have been
taking care of this unborn child, when they are not
grown and striding on earth, we cannot ignore them
now and not take care of them. The greatest concern is
that we are losing lives on a daily basis on our roads,
and the major cause is reckless driving. The other reason
is drunken driving and driving beyond the allowed or
stipulated speed limits. Therefore we have to address
this issue Mr Speaker.
Those of us who are from the North, those who use the
A1 road; we see all sorts of things on this road such as
excessive speeding. Sometimes it is us in our private
cars that over speed, at times it is the buses which travel
long distances. Sometimes one would be surprised
by the speed these buses travel at. The people would
give accolades when they reach the bus rank saying
they want to ride in so and so’s bus because it arrives
at the desired destination well in time. They forget that
arriving quickly puts their lives at risk in case there is
an accident.
If we just assume that drivers will reform on their own,
that the bus owners will talk to their employees to
change, or whether a passenger could say, ‘driver you
are driving beyond the speed limit,’ we cannot achieve
the desired results.
We hear that where these buses are bought from, their
accelerators are changed. They are modified by installing
those which increase the speed. The bus owners do not
worry about paying an extra P100 000 on top of the bus
price to fit in the accelerator which makes the bus travel
faster. These are some of the things we hear they are
doing.
Even though Honourable Moswaane’s Motion will not
fix everything, it will make things better. Time and again
when an accident has been caused by a bus, a truck
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or just me in my private car, when the police officers
arrive at the scene I tell them, ‘I was driving at 40 or
60 kilometres per hour, I do not know what happened.’
There is no one who can say, ‘I was over speeding.’
There is no one who can say, ‘I drank a couple of beers
and I could not see the road properly.’ Everybody says,
‘I was just driving slowly, I really do not know what
happened.’
The machine which Honourable Moswaane is talking
about, just as Honourable Batshu was saying earlier,
when a plane crushes they look for the black box. They
really search for it, if they fail to find it they become
so disappointed because if it is found it sheds light into
what really transpired before the plane got involved in
a crush. I believe the speedometers which Honourable
Moswaane is talking about can do a job equivalent to
that of a black box in planes. If there is an accident,
that speedometer would be removed to see what really
happened; what speed the bus was travelling at.
When we debate such a Motion we cannot include the
details as to what the police officers are going to do
to help. That is a detail which can be done when the
Motion has become successful; the Minister having
amended the Act so that public transporters would be
obliged to fit those speedometers. The police officers
will decide whether there is a need for them to stop the
driver during roadblocks. It should not be routine that
the checking will be done at a certain time, because
they might prepare for it; it should rather be random. I
believe that is a final detail as to how these things could
be fixed.
The over speeding on the A1 road is extreme. That is
one of the roads which has many buses. Last time when
a bus was going through the Letlhakane (Orapa side)
road going to Serowe, it went through the T-junction.
When it was supposed to reach the T-Junction it ended
up…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. Sorry
Honourable Molao. Madam Speaker, there are 61
Members of Parliament, is it really fair to some of us
to be held hostage to a number of 21 simply because
there are people who have got a habit of being absent
from Parliament? Right now I have been in this House
for two hours and I am really pressed I need go out, but
there is no quorum. So am I going to be a slave to the
absentees? Is it fair to me?
MADAM SPEAKER: It is not fair Honourable
Kgoroba. You are right. I wish each one of you could
caution yourselves, now you will find out that some of
you are here keeping the House quorated; wishing you
could quickly go out and come back and people are just
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outside chatting, but there is nothing I can do right now.
Maybe we should ring the bell, perhaps some will keep
coming in. What can we do? Please ring the bell.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR KEBONANG): Madam Speaker, let
me make it very clear that I am the Assistant Minister.
I rise to support the proposed motion by Honourable
Moswaane. It is unfortunate that the prophets of doom
have decided to absent themselves from this Honourable
House, including but not limited to the President, the
Vice President and the Leader of Opposition. One would
have expected that since they proclaim to represent the
desires of Batswana, Batswana, they would be here to
have their voice heard. This is what Batswana will
get, should they vote for the opposition, exactly empty
seats and empty promises. Madam Speaker, it is not
every day that I stand to debate and when I do, I seem
to always miss the people from the other side. I would
have thought that they would be here to come and hear
that in the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) not only
are we very solid but we also research our motions.

MR KGOROBA: But I am pressed Madam Speaker.
I need …
MADAM SPEAKER: I understand.
MR MOLAO: Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me
conclude by saying, I support the Honourable Member.
We would like to ask the Honourable Minister to respond
swiftly and put this into action if this Motion can pass.
We take it that the Transport Act should be looked into
holistically. It should be checked that the vehicles which
are used are road worthy. Sometimes one would pass a
slanted bus, and you would wonder if at all…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Driving how?
MR MOLAO: Slanted… (laughter!)… And you would
wonder how they were given a license to be on the road.
These are things which are happening. A long time back
when I was still learning how to drive; when we still had
a thin road going to Sebina/Tutume, there was this other
bus; at that time the road was so small the other vehicle
had to move out of the road a bit so that the other vehicle
could pass…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba, you can
go now…
MR MOLAO: That bus was coming from Madzibalori
in Maitengwe, when you drove past it; when it was
supposed to shift and make way for you, it would block
the road instead.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS :…(Laughter!)…
MR MOLAO: It was on the road, and one would
wonder how it was given a license. We still see such
buses on the A1; you would come following it and you
would notice that such a bus is rather tilted. This would
make you wonder because there would be police officers
on the road, the transport officers are there as well on a
daily basis, but how come such a bus would still be on
the road? Therefore these are some of the things which
cause endless accidents on the roads.
Now there needs to be an amendment, the law should
be strict. The fines should be a bit tougher; maybe the
accidents will get reduced. An accident just happens;
we are not saying they make them deliberately. If a
vehicle is road worthy, the driver being fit, driving at a
recommended speed limit; when an accident happens,
serious injuries seldom occur, people rarely lose their
lives. This is something we need to consider. I support
the Honourable motion.

Madam Speaker, this machine that is called the
tachograph, is not a new machine. It was introduced
initially to be used on rail roads. That was as far back in
terms of the legislation in 1969, but it was introduced in
1985. Since 2006, it has been in the United Kingdom.
The law has made it obligatory for new vehicles to be
fitted with it. What it does is that it simply records the
speed of the vehicle throughout the day such that at the
end of the day, you have the correct information. It has
been found that it can also not be manipulated by the
driver. Therefore we sit here and we have this noble
motion which we should not really be debating about
because we should rather be supporting it. We know
that we have speed limits, but the question is have we
achieved much with those speed limits? What happens
is that once you pass the police road block, you simply
just hazard your lights to the other driver to warn them
of the road block and that they should just reduce your
speed. Immediately after passing them, you increase
your speed. Therefore do these speed limits serve any
purpose now? Have they achieved the objectives that
they were initially meant to achieve? The answer is no.
It is also important that we support this motion for a
number of reasons but primarily for this reason. A
number of our people use public transport. It is that
number of our people that depend of the drivers of
these public vehicles for safety. When they depend
on somebody for safety, it means that we must make
sure that those that are entrusted with their safety, are
also subjected to some rules, that will ensure that they
comply with the obligations imposed on them as drivers
of public vehicles. We say that if we subject people to
testing for drunken driving, why should we not have
these machines in these public transport vehicles so that
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as and when we need to check whether indeed they are
within the parameters of the law, we do so objectively.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Member. I have been
listening very carefully to your very good debate. You
have outlined the advantages of this machine, and one
of the advantages you did indicate is to help in terms
of compliance to the rules of the road. I just wanted to
find out from you that, given that important objective
that you have just mentioned and reconciling with the
absence of the opposition, do you not think that, that
testifies that they are not concerned about the safety of
the people? So anything that is talking to enhance the
measures to protect them, they simply do not care?
MR KEBONANG: Let me give what I think should
be the answer. Exactly what you see with the absence
of the opposition today is what will happen should
Batswana entrust them with running this country. They
will be absent from their obligations when they have to
be present. They are used to over promising and under
delivering. Members of the opposition are exactly what
they are, they are members of the opposition, and they
will remain in the opposition. They are like somebody
who is not married advising married people how they
should conduct themselves. We are here to rule and not
to play games.
MR KESUPILE: Procedure. Mr Speaker, can you
bring the Honourable Member into order by sticking to
his debate because we will stand and respond to what
he is saying.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kebonang, comply
with the Standing Orders, stop provoking other, they are
here.
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, not to dwell on it,
let me conclude by saying…
MR GUMA: Clarification. Maybe the Speaker is not
choosing them.
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker let me just say; in
relation to what Honourable Kesupile has said, that they
are good at throwing stones but not good at receiving
them. I will not dwell on that point. Going back to the
motion; I would say perhaps one of the things…
MR KESUPILE: On a point of Order! Madam
Speaker. I thought the Honourable Member has taken
note of your instruction that he should stop provoking
us because i will soon stop him.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Murmurs…
MADAM SPEAKER: No he is telling the truth we
should not provoke each other because he is here. Let us
rather focus on the issue on the table.
MR KEBONANG: Madam Speaker, let the record
show that I have absolutely great respect for the
Honourable Member of Parliament. Unfortunately he
belongs to the wrong party. Having said that Madam
Speaker, I think one of the things we perhaps need to
look into, is really what the causes of over speeding are.
Is it just over speeding for no reason, is it alcohol related
or is it just that now technology has improved we make
faster cars and so forth?
Therefore when we speak of over speeding will this …
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT LANDS
AND HOUSING (MR TSOGWANE): On a point of
procedure. Since you have been allowing members to
wait, can we be allowed to do likewise?
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Honourable
Father, according to the Standing Orders, you are
supposed to be helping me maintain order in this House,
and not to derail us.
MR KEBONANG: Thank you Madam Speaker. As I
was saying, perhaps we should also look at the causes of
over speeding because technology has evolved. When I
was born many, many years ago, we still find the speed
limit at 60 and 120 kilometres (km), now that I am about
to be a grandfather we should be looking at whether or
not we should not increase the speed limits and that
might be able to cater for the issues of speed that we
all complain about. On that note Madam Speaker, I
rise to support this very brilliant motion by Member of
Parliament honourable Moswaane.
HIS HONOUR, THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Thank you very much Madam Speaker. I
too wish to rise to support the motion by Honourable
Moswaane. I support this motion Madam Speaker and
at same time urge the responsible Minister to take heed
of all the advisement he has gotten and wish to further
buttress it by urging him to ensure that all the ancillary
and supporting prerequisite for the implementation of
what is in the motion are also dealt with purposively. If
the technology proposed as has been said…

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Makgalemele, I
am told there is 21of you.
MR MASISI: If the technology as proposed, is to
document and read the speed at which vehicles travel
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and the purpose of that is to help with the investigation,
it must assist also in matters of preventative management
of our transportation system, so that if a law prescribes
that a minimum speed limit is set at x amount of
kilometres per hour that too is lived up to.

that, that indicator is also a proxy indicator of economic
wellbeing and relative wealth, you get it Honourable
Kgoroba, Particularly the constituency you represent
Honourable Kgoroba, which is the maker of motor
vehicle sales in Botswana and they are bought like fish
and chips. They are bought by people who have the
money to buy them, they are bought by people who are
able to raise the finance to buy them. They populate the
roads, it is a sign of an economy that is growing.

I was checking with the dictionary Madam Speaker
and if you permit, I may be willing to share with you
and the House what I found. I was looking at the word
Tachograph, it is a device in motor vehicle used for
automatic recording of its speed and travel time. The
formula of speed is implied in that, speed is distance
over time and you can flip it the other way round to
find the formulation of time or even distance, the
implications that many calculations can image from
the use of this machine that could result in more
thorough determination of causes of an accident with
the real of probable. Those are the ancillary and implied
interventions that I think the Minister should take heed
of and presume to initiate the necessary amendment
to whatever legislation or regulations are relevant to
enable that, because the most important is not …
MADAM SPEAKER: do not all go out. Honourable
Molefe please wait, the one who was standing said he
was pressed.
MR MASISI: I wish my time could be saved Madam
Speaker. Can someone call a point of order so that
my time can be stopped? I was saying that I hope the
Minister is taking notes that the appropriate reviews to
legislation regulation or even protocols, including the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security, because it is
under his ministry that investigations of police nature
may be necessary.
Further Madam Speaker I also read what a tachometer
is. It is an instrument for measuring velocity or speed
of rotation, especially vehicle engines, but the motion
asked for a tachometers- speedometer. So there is a bit of
tautological stuff in there, so I would urge the Member
concerned, Honourable Moswaane, to attempt to tighten
it up because the tachometer, tachograph meter is good
enough. Tachograph-speedometer implies a repetition
of same, according to a lexical definition of it as in
this dictionary. It is a very old one Madam Speaker
you might also care to not only give us a tachograph
dictionary, but a new one, Parliament, might help.
I want to support this motion also on the basis of the
fact that we as a Government, as people operating an
extensive network of roads and vehicle, the population
of which is increasing at an alarming rate, for your own
information Botswana is one of the highest density of
vehicles per kilometre and per person in Africa were the
highest. I might as well remind this Honourable House

Now when you have such an extensive network of roads,
we need to ensure that we have commensurate capacity
to manage what goes on those roads in a peaceable
manner. Application of this motion by Honourable
Moswaane will go a long way in ensuring that there is
further peace, there is further abidance to the law by
those who use our roads.
More interestingly Madam Speaker, the tachometer as
described is also an indication of the rate at which we
are willing to utilise technology for development. So I
beg to implore on the Minister, the ministries actually
because it is not just limited to Minister Mabeo’s
ministry, the ministries concerned to ensure that when
we apply this technology, it actually works for our
development. It must not be seen as an end in itself. It
must be used for purposes for which it is intended. So if
for instance, on the basis of some survey carried out, we
establish that the average speed at which our vehicles
usually drive on road X, the road would be designed
and maintained to accommodate that and the vehicles
too. So, I want to support this motion because it will
work for the economy of Botswana, it will work to grow
what we would like which is to provide access to jobs,
resources and allow people to move from point A to
point B.
I cannot sit down without reminding Honourable
Minister Kgathi in collaboration with Honourable
Minister Tsogwane, Honourable Minister Mabeo
and the Ministry of Health to think of working on a
collaborative programme to improve the quality of life
of our citizenry by using the data that will come from
machines such as this to determine what is optimum for
Botswana. What is the optimum period of determining,
what is the optimum method of engaging drivers who
have these machines so that we do not make people
fear having them, so it is not punitive, it is to help and
counsel. They would do a wonderful job to help with
motivation of good driving. Thank you.
MR MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me begin by thanking
Honourable Moswaane for having come up with this
motion. Madam Speaker, this motion is long overdue. It
Hansard No 182

21

Friday 11thMarch, 2016

is not similar to what colleagues on the other side of the
aisle are saying because their main focus is to take the
government and they do not care about what Batswana
need to live well and safely. Whether they get into
power with the majority of Batswana being disabled as a
result of accidents, they do not care. That is why we are
discussing this issue alone, they are not interested in it.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, please reprimand Honourable
Molatlhegi because he is looking at me. I want him to
look elsewhere and not to look at me because it is like
he is now directing his words to me.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Deputy Speaker,
address the Speaker.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
will look at you. Basically I was saying I support this
motion because its focus is on the safety of the people.
It is not a secret that accidents involving public transport
have increased in our country and it is not a secret that
many people have died as a result of road accidents
involving public transport. Some people have been
crippled by public transport.
So as the Government of the Botswana Democratic
Party who has been entrusted by Batswana to lead,
it is our duty to come up with policies and laws that
protect them. They are looking up to us. Since we have
colleagues whose focus is only on taking governance,
we will discuss and conclude this matter alone. There
is no problem they can keep quiet because no one can
hold them accountable as to why they have left buses to
travel at that speed. They are not accountable to anyone.
Their duty is just to talk, whether it happens or not is not
their issue, but that of the BDP.
Madam Speaker, recently when I was at the countries
where you at times send me to, I saw very reliable
public transportation. There were new and clean buses
that were driven by well-dressed drivers who diligently
did their job.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): On a point
of clarification Madam Speaker. I hear the Honourable
Member talking about reliable transportation in other
countries; does he imply that transport here is not
reliable? Thank you Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes he is still developing his
debate.
MR MOLATLHEGI: I will come to that, do not be
impatient. Madam Speaker, the transportation system
that I am talking about were clean buses, with well-
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dressed drivers who loved their jobs. They drove
with reasonable speed as they did not want to shake
passengers. I was never scared because the buses were
driven with care and we were safe.
The other thing is that when they said the bus was
leaving in two minutes, it would exactly be two minutes
and I would know the time I would arrive at my
destination. There was also monitoring of these buses to
check whether they are working and if passengers were
treated well. Madam Speaker, inspection of these buses
is also done on a regular basis to ensure that they were
in conditions that could satisfy the passengers.
Then my wish is to see these things happening in our
country and that is why I congratulate Honourable
Moswaane that when we talk of efficiency of public
transport, we are not looking at the speed alone. There
are other factors that go hand in hand with safety of
public transport which we should consider as we adopt
this motion and advise the Minister of Transport and
Communications to ensure that they have to be there.
Proper maintenance of public transport is important
Madam Speaker. If you can go to the bus rank right now,
clean buses and well maintained buses are only those
that are taking long routes like Francistown, Orapa,
Serowe and Bobonong. Those going to the nearby
villages are a disaster Madam Speaker. I do not know if
there is a law at Transport which says that when one is
given a permit…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification Madam
Speaker. Thank you. Honourable, when you talk about
the condition of buses, you should also consider that our
bus fares and local combi fares do not allow the owners
to put them in the condition that we want them to be in.
Maybe you should also include reconsideration of fares.
It is not viable sometimes. For instance, nobody can buy
a new combi in the local industry because the money
that they make is not enough to pay a combi, just the
instalment and forget the insurance of the combi or the
bus that travels to Kopong or Thamaga.
MR MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
Madam Speaker, the system that we are using in
Batswana is called free market economy. You get
involved in any business that you feel you can afford
and quit if you cannot take it anymore. Our task as the
Parliament therefore is to come up with policies that
will protect the people who utilise the services in our
country. If the bus prices are low and the bus owners are
not making profit, they can quit the business and try the
one that can generate profit for them.
Honourable Kgoroba is basically saying the bus prices
are low; this justifies the fact that the buses are old;
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no that is not how we are going to operate. Not in our
country, we would not allow that. There is going to be
a policy that the people are going to abide by and if you
cannot cope you will have to try a different business.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! No we cannot go into
that one because right now we have quorum, I do not
know where they are, they did not inform me, that is all
I can say to you. Honourable Deputy Speaker has just
moved the motion using Standing Order 55.1 ‘that the
mover be now called upon to reply.’

Madam Speaker, I was still saying, I do not know if
there is a law at the department of Transport that allows
the use of old buses in areas surrounding the city. I am
saying this because every bus that is used to access
villages near Gaborone is a problem. They are not road
worthy at all but you can never find the Department of
Transport stopping them in a road block. Some of them
are so old Kgosi Lotlaamoreng to an extent that when
you look down inside the bus, you can see the tarred
road but still they are used to transport people. Is it not
high time the Minister of Transport reacts to this before
we find ourselves in trouble because…
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Elucidation.
I thank you Madam Speaker, Honourable Molatlhegi I
am aware that there are old buses that transport people.
The thing is sometimes even if there is a law, there are
some people who…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...murmurs...
MR MABEO: There are those who do not abide. What
we can assure you is that we have got inspectors on
the road who will make it a point that they check these
things. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Madam Speaker, somebody has
exhausted my time, but in conclusion I would say we
have debated and I wish we could use the appropriate
Standing Order to conclude this debate and then move
on to the next subject because we have got a lot of
business that Honourable Moswaane is bringing. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! He has not concluded,
he did not move...
MS TSHIRELETSO: I am not moving…
MR MOLATLHEGI: No, Madam Speaker, I was
saying I move with the appropriate Standing order.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker mine was to
ask about the people who say they are the alternative
Government if Batswana are aware that they do not
attend Parliament? We do not see them here today, do
you know about their whereabouts, Batswana are not
aware that these people are not here.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is the one Madam.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes.
Question put and agreed to.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Thank
you Madam Speaker. I do not find it proper for us to
continue without responding to what Honourable
Tshireletso said; she asked if Batswana are aware that
the alternative Government is not in the House. That is
going to be captured in the Hansard that they were not in
the House. That would not be fair because the Ministers
are always absent without giving any apology and we
never complain.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! I responded to that one,
I said we form quorum, that is my concern, we are
continuing with the business.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
MADAM SPEAKER: Let us continue…
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): Point of procedure. No, I wanted
to say to Honourable Mokgware that there is a motion
on the floor; you had asked a question that the mover of
the motion be now given a chance...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...inaudible...
DR VENSON-MOTOI: Yes Madam, there is a motion
on the floor; he cannot bring a different subject when
the mover still has to move the motion. Procedurally we
cannot do that; we are supposed to close the motion first.
MADAM SPEAKER: I had closed the motion; I am to
call Honourable Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Madam Speaker let me appreciate that you have
supported me. Even the clarifications made were quite
satisfactory.
I just wanted to indicate that the main aim of this motion
is to provide safety to the nation in public transport by
inserting the machine that I was talking about in the
vehicles. It will assist in monitoring speed as the drivers
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would know that if their drive at a high speed it would
be revealed by the Police officers. Therefore there will
be safety at all times.
I would like to quote one writer called Beverly Bell,
Senior Traffic Commissioner for the Great Britain
he says ‘on behalf of all traffic Commissioners, I am
pleased to endorse this guide to the rules on drivers,
ours and tachographs which is useful pre-sourced to
help operators and drivers ensuring compliance with
domestic and EU legislation. It can be your first port of
call for simple practical advice. Traffic Commissioners
have made it clear that the rules on drivers’ hours and
the use of tachographs are absolutely paramount to
ensuring that the roads are safe both here and abroad.’ I
am trying to indicate that this is international practice...
interruptions...Honourable Members that is all I was
asking…
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI):
Clarification. I thank the Honourable Member, you
too Madam Speaker. I just wanted to appreciate what
the English man said but Honourable Moswaane
have you ever asked for our Director of Traffic Mr
Mosimanegape’s opinion on this one; the man who is
doing his work marvellously every year, I trust that he
can add on what you have just said.
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Vice President, the
traffic officers appreciate this initiative. They are glad
because the machine would be revealing the information
that they would want to know morespecially how one
was driving.
I would like to conclude and ask this House to support to
support this motion as is. I thank you Madam Speaker.
Question put and agreed to.

GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF INDUSTRIAL COURT
JUDGES AND INDUSTRIAL COURTS
Motion
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I wanted this motion put
as is Madam Speaker. I came up with this motion after
realising effectiveness of the leadership of this country.
Over and above everything, I know that this country has
got firm labour laws. However, I have realised that we
are still lagging behind on the timelines that we have
set to mediate cases, in English we say ‘justice delayed
is justice denied.’ I understand we still have cases
dating from 2005, 2004, 2006 up until now. They differ
according to issues. This is a clear sign that there is still
a lot to be done but there is shortage of personnel. I
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was thinking that even though we know that we have a
challenge of economic recession in Botswana; there are
other things that we cannot ignore putting the blame on
the economy. It is clear that if there are delays, it means
you are abusing the rights of a plaintiff. I then came up
with this motion after recognising that we can do better
if we increase the Industrial Court Judges because they
are not enough. Normally they use caravans as their
courts and sometimes they use Mobile courts. This alone
causes uncertainty on the nation because if the cases
take long to be solved, the complainants might end up
dying before the case is held. Sometimes when they die
their cases die with them. This is a burning issue at the
end of the day.
Since the Honourable Members are aware of this issue,
please do not take long debating it. It is just a question
of asking the government to increase the Judges and the
courts countrywide so that our cases…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of clarification. I
would like him maybe to conclude on the motion and
tell us their numbers at the moment and the increment
he proposing so that when we support him, we would
have heard him clearly, he still has time. I am not saying
he should take all the time. Thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: I was not prepared to pressurise
government on the numbers. I thought that could come
up in the assessments because this is as a public concern
that I got from meetings I held with my constituents.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Father, the Standing
Order does not allow you to keep passing in front of a
Member on the floor.
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Members, I do not
want to take long on this matter because it is very
important to us Members of Parliament regarding
mediation of labour cases between the employer and the
employee. I do not want to be long because you have
already heard me when I presented the motion. I request
for your support Honourable Members. The Minister is
doing well on this matter, but it is unfortunate that there
is shortage of personnel. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MINISTER OF LABOUR AND HOME AFFAIRS
(MR BATSHU): Thank you Madam Speaker. Firstly,
I want to indicate that everything has a beginning and
thereafter as it develops, there will be signs of maturity
or sustainability. I am thankful because this week, we
discussed the budget proposal that I brought before
the Parliament of Botswana requesting for funds for
the administration of the Industrial Court for the next
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financial year. In my presentation, I advanced the
intentions that we have about developing the Industrial
Court and on the other side highlighted the challenges
that we encounter. Mainly, our challenge is shortage
of funds. I even went on to request that as Parliament,
you should not be surprised when I request for a larger
budget than the one usually allocated because we really
want to develop the Industrial Court.
Madam Chairperson, I want to indicate that the Industrial
Court was established in 1992 as a Department under
the Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs. It then started
mediating labour cases in 1994. When it started, it was
only in Gaborone with four judges. As time went on
we extended its services and currently there are two
industrial courts, with one in Francistown and another
division in Gaborone. I even indicated last time when I
made a request for funds that there is what is referred to
as the circuit courts. This is where we move to certain
places and conduct sittings there, as a way of showing
that there is a need for our services in those places.
We are forced to do that because we are short staffed.
As the BDP government when we set up the Industrial
Court, the intention was to grow it gradually. This is
why I indicated that part of the funds that I was given
the other day will be used in spreading our services to
set up more permanently in areas like Maun, Selebi
Phikwe and Kanye. That is what I reported last week.
That was one way of indicating the direction which we
want to go.
I indicated that our main problem is that resources are
never enough for a particular need. Honourable Kenneth
Matambo, the Minister of Finance and Development
planning in February indicated that the revenues will
not improve much looking at the low sales of diamonds.
What I want to show is that what the Honourable
Member is saying is true and we have a backlog of
cases. This is because we cannot be at that advanced
stage when we just started and with time we will get
there. In my report I indicated that we have 7983 cases
awaiting trial and some of them have taken a long time
to be heard. When the Honourable Members commented
on my speech they indicated that the people complain
that they register cases and they are never attended on
time. I should indicate that it is because our funds do not
permit us to increase our staff. Let us wait perhaps in
NDP11; I will include some projects in this department
that will ensure growth. I did report that we once
explored hiring judges on temporary basis and we were
not able to because of the amount of money involved.
The plan was for them to deal with the backlog of the
cases. The issue is that a judge has to have support
staff, transport and many other things. That would need
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a lot of money. I would like to indicate that what the
Honourable Member is complaining about is what we
complain about as the Ministry because there is a delay
in cases. Funds permitting, that is where we want to go.
My problem when it comes to this motion is that it is
instructive and it does not say funds permitting, because
that is what could enable us to do the job.
I now believe that as we continue and after hearing the
challenges that I am faced with you will then show how
the motion can be improved. In short your request is what
the government intends to do. The Member is telling
the truth on the issue of delayed cases and we wish the
situation could be different I would like to show that an
increase in the number of judges and the courts will not
be the only solution to this issue. This is why the Trade
Dispute (Amendment) Bill has got clauses that give the
Labour Officers certain authority. Some of the issues
that end up at the Industrial Court, should not go there,
they should rather be solved at the Labour and Social
Security offices. We should not only focus on that and
we should also consider the importance of empowering
the Labour Officers so that they can solve some of these
issues. That is very important. I believe that when the
Trade Dispute Act comes with those amendments we
will adopt it quickly. That is all I wanted to say Mr
Speaker. Thank you.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
(DR
VENSON-MOITOI): Thank you Mr Speaker. I stand
to support the motion by Honourable Moswaane. It is
a very important motion and I am also grateful for the
clarification made by the Minister of Labour and Home
affairs.
Workers’ rights are not to be taken lightly because
they are very important. What bothers me is that it
appears like we do not understand employees’ rights
as politicians. There are some politicians who use them
to gain political mileage. Workers have rights and if
workers are denied some right like payment that is due
to them or accommodation that is due to them …
MR MOLATLHEGI: Clarification. In short Mother of
the House I want to know if you do not think that this
motion could have been presented by the UDC since
they are the ones who have enjoyed assistance from
workers in the past.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, I am grateful the
Honourable Moswaane brought it because these people
have to know that we are aware that the workers have
got rights. It is just that we know when we are supposed
to talk about them. We do not take them lightly unlike
some who went to the workers during the demonstrations
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at the GSS grounds; I will keep talking about this issue
because it was rather embarrassing. The workers were
talking about the increment they needed and they were
ill advised to ask for more money that was not there.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, I do not have time.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, but it is time up.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, I am not going to yield
to him.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you denying me?
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Yes Sir!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you denying me the
chance to clarify?
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Now the good thing is that
we are endorsing this Motion, so that the numbers could
be increased so that the employees would not live under
duress such that when they are working they would do
so freely, their cases should be heard timeously because
the judges would be there.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order!
DR VENSON-MOITOI: It better be a point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order!
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba, I have
called you!
MR KGOROBA: On a point of Order! Madam
Speaker, as much as it is a prerogative of the Honourable
Member on the floor to decide whether to allow me for
clarification on not but when she is imputing something
against us as the opposition, I think really she should
consider allowing us to get clarity on that.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter) …
DR VENSON-MOITOI: When there are enough
judges, employees would work freely because their
cases would be heard on time and be over and done
with. We do not want a situation where the cases would
be pending for a long time. Honourable Batshu, last
time I said that officers in your Ministry should be
exempted from hearing these cases. They should only
be labour administrators. Cases should be moved from
them and taken to people who are supposed to deal with
legal matters because for people to keep saying they are
being bribed to hear cases is not a good thing. It is also
not good for the employees themselves because there
are some employers who do not treat their employees
well. As the BDP (Domkrag), we do not condone the ill
treatment at all. We do not believe in being a government
under whom workers are not treated well.
Right now there are people who do not look at us in
a good way, if I may cite an example, the issue of
minimum wage; it is a difficult one because we are
talking about people who for instance baby sit children
of civil servants, maybe an officer who works in the
registry for example; looking at the economy of the
country, if they are paid P5000 and the minimum wage
is P2000 for example; if they pay P2000 for rent, and
then we say they should also pay their worker P2000,
what is this officer going to remain with? All of us here
as Members of Parliament, all of you here with cattle
posts, there are not many of you who are going to pay
the herd boys P2000. Even as we speak, there are not
many of you who currently pay the herd boys P2000.
Now if you, who are cattle barons fail to pay P2000,
how do you expect the minimum wage to be P2000? We
have to talk about realistic and possible things.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Do you have cattle?

DR VENSON-MOITOI: You were not even there at
the Gaborone grounds. I do not know why you are so
concerned.

DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, I do not have them. I was
afraid of that; because I would be embarrassed failing
to pay someone’s child, having made them leave their
place to come to me; maybe they could have made
something better for themselves there. When it comes to
politics, we come here and speak at the top of our voices;
speaking a language of heaven and angels because we
are not ruling. We just come here and talk because we do
not have accountability for what we say.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: He was still young.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

DR VENSON-MOITOI: You were still very small.

DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, I am referring to those
who always talk like that Honourable Member. Those
who are not in government; because it is much easier on
their side to talk. If you are not in government, you can
just stand up and talk anyhow, then you build a house

MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, but that is not a point of
order, do you understand me? Next time do not do that.
Please continue Honourable Minister.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: You were still chanting
the “tsholetsa” (BDP) slogan.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Now, again…
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using cards; a scuffle and a trench, then it would be
erect, its doors would open, you would switch on the
light, light a fire in it having a fireplace, and it would not
burn down. Do you know scuffle?

they work, they neither have a pension nor a medical
aid.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is supposed to know.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: A herd boy…

DR VENSON-MOITOI: Yes, it is built and then you
sleep in it. Such things happen. Now I want it to be
known that the BDP (Domkrag) care and is concerned
about employees. We are here today, Honourable
Moswaane has brought this Motion and we are going
to support it because we are concerned about the rights
of employees. Honourable Member, we support you.
We want this Motion to pass so that Honourable Batshu
would come with an Act, and that Act would also be
passed. I thank you Madam Speaker.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Your herd boy…

MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me
rise to talk about a great concern or the abuse which I
see happening to the employees in our country. Most of
the employees’ rights are being trampled upon. Most of
them are not safe or they are not protected.
What is happening or what we can see happening; first of
all, as a country, every Motswana regardless of the type
of job they are working, they should have dignity. Their
rights should be protected by law. Well-built buildings
cannot protect someone’s rights. The important thing
is the processes and procedures which are in place.
Right now if someone reports a case at labour, it takes
a long time; at least at the most it takes three months
for the case to be heard. They are given a month, a day
when they have gone to report the maltreatment by the
employer.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Does it take three
months?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes, it takes about three
months. What we are supposed to do is that even the
process when they get there, they should know how
things are supposed to go. I concur with Honourable
Minister Batshu when he says the good thing would
be the Trade and Dispute Act. That is the primary
thing which we should consider; we should protect the
employee first and foremost, the way they are.
When we talk about buildings, what are we talking
about? I do not see how they can hasten the process
because the most important thing is the dialogue. It is
a procedure which is there. If you look at people who
work in shops, they are not safe at all. They are fired
each and every day. Someone who works in a shop in
Botswana does not have a pension. No matter how long

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Even a herd boy.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yours. We do not have
herd boys because we are poor. We only see the riches
on your BDP (Domkrag) side. You are the only ones
who have herd boys…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs) …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You! You!
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): On a
point of Order! Madam Speaker, this House will go out
of order if we say some of these things publicly knowing
they are not true. Honourable Mokgware …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, keep quiet.
MR MASISI: Oh, should I keep quiet?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (murmurs) …
MR MASISI: But he is very rich.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Laughter) …
MR MASISI: A very rich man. He has cattle posts,
farms, vehicles, he has cattle, goats, sheep, chickens,
and…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: And people.
MR MASISI: People.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Leader of the House
that is not a point of order. It is a point of correction.
Please continue Honourable Member.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Members, on a serious note, the
people who work in shops, the herd boys, the house
maids; they are not safe at all. They do not have medical
aids. We should come up with a well-known policy that
at least there should be policies in which they could
contribute at least P10 or whatever amount. That thing
can relieve even the government in terms of paying the
hospital bills. If we can bring laws like this here, it would
show that indeed we are serious with protecting the
employees. Other employees which have a challenge…
MR GUMA: On a point of procedure. Madam Speaker,
I am not sure whether we are on the Motion now.
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The Motion talks about Industrial Court now we are
discussing minimum wage and other issues. What are
we discussing?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, he is still developing his
debate. Even the minimum wage, was covered. Please
continue Honourable Mokgware.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you very much Madam
Speaker. I think our workers are just like petrol in this
country, they are not protected at all. They just work
without protective clothing. These are the things which
I said we need to be work on. We need to quickly
implement laws that will protect workers first. On
the advocacy to have proper structures; I think the
Honourable Minister has a development plan. Our role
should be to look at a problem and come out with a
legislation which will facilitate the correction of that
particular problem.
Now when we come up with a proposal to say let us
build courts, employ more magistrates and judges, it
does not have any other impact. We can pass it here, take
two hours debating it, but what impact does it have? We
already know that Honourable Batshu has a development
plan on the pipeline. He has even highlighted his plans
but constrained by financials. We should not risk being
unproductive as Parliament.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): On a point of order. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I just wanted to remind the Honourable
Member that there is a provision in our Standing Orders
which allows him to choose the language he wishes to
debate on. He is fond of code switching so he should
stick to one language.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is Standing Order 15, you
may proceed but take heed of that.
MAJ. GEN MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Vice President. I was saying that we should be careful
that we do not just pass laws unproductively in this
House. Let us come up with proper laws that we wish
to see implemented not something that he is already
planning for. I do not know whether this Honourable
House understands me.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. Maybe we do not understand you well.
If I am not mistaken you are saying we have focused
our debate on advocating for structures to be built when
we have them already under the development plan. It
is indeed true that the developments plan has included
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those buildings. Now the issue at the hand is to try to
speed up workers’ issues at the Industrial Court. It reads,
“To speed up the process of adjudication to resolve trade
disputes.”
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Father of the
House. That is basically what I am trying to say, how do
you speed up processes? Do you speed up the process
by constructing offices? Speeding up of issues entails
addressing their grievances to amend their conditions
of service. I would agree with the Honourable Minister
that amending the Trade Dispute Act quickly will help
us address a lot of situations because it looks like it is his
major stumbling block as a lot of grievances take long
to be addressed. We need to address the processes of
submitting of queries starting from the labour office to
Industrial Court. Some of the issues that are submitted
at the Industrial Court are not supposed to go there.
They are simple issues that need to be tackled instantly
like unfair dismissal which happens a lot to workers at
the shops, petrol stations and security guards. They are
not protected and secured because a lot of them come to
us and these are matters that are not supposed to reach
the Industrial Court. In one instance, someone was
dismisses for…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes you can hear me and
I am emphasising this so that my point is driven home.
Yes sometimes they are dismissed on grounds that they
absconded from duty or they slept while on duty and it
ends up being at the Industrial Court. This is an issue
that could have been addressed at the labour office if
the procedure is good. Furthermore, our employers
disregards their employees because they dismiss them
knowing that they have relations with the judges at
the Industrial Court. Some of the employers refuse to
recognise unions and they do not want their workers
to join those unions like those in transport. We need to
advocate for these so that every worker is under a union.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MABEO): Clarification.
What do you mean by those in transport because I get
worried that you are referring to me?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I meant drivers. We have
the Botswana Ally Transport Union. Some employers
do not allow their workers to join these unions and if
they do, they are dismissed. Therefore let us come up
with a law that will request every employer to join these
unions. A union is not a coercing device to employers
but rather a system that brings peace and productivity
in a nation.
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MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like to also make my
contribution towards this important matter. It is very
crucial to ensure that workers are protected when it
comes to labour issues, and not only at Industrial Court
but with other departments as well. We are very much
aware that we have a lot of pending labour cases that
have not yet been settled but it is always pertinent to
conclude them because if they drag, workers who are
paid on a daily basis are affected adversely while they are
suspended from work. While they are waiting for their
case to be concluded, they do not get anything and that
shows that they are not protected. If at least they could
be on half salary until the issue is settled, then it will be
much better but that is not the case. You will wonder
why employers prefer their issues to be handled at the
Industrial Court. Employers do not have a problem, they
refer all employee related issues to the Industrial Court.
They know that that person will be struggling through
the years before their case is heard at the Industrial
Court. It would also be costly for them to go and check
the progress of the case. Madam Speaker, this is a tough
situation and employees need to be protected because
employers are not bothered by the fact that cases are at
the Industrial Court. They do not care how long a case
takes at the court as their businesses keep running.
We have to see to it that employees are protected and
it is for that reason that I concur with Honourable
Moswaane that cases should be attended to on time, and
for timely action to be taken on cases it means that the
staff compliment should be increased as well. We cannot
talk about labour office because it is only for mediation
purposes and if mediation fails then they should hasten
to refer the matter where judgements can be passed.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of Order.
Thank you Madam Speaker. It may not look proper in
this House, some people are eating and we do not know
what they are eating
MADAM SPEAKER: maybe they are eating sweets
MR TSOGWANE: I was still on the point that we
should look at all the processes in order to see who is
not favoured by the procedure. We should note that
there are two parties, the employer and the employee
and that the main concern comes from the employee
who would be shown the door to take the matter with
the Industrial Court, knowing very well that they will be
disadvantaged and that they have life commitments and
therefore cannot wait for a case to be tried in a very long
time. These are low income earners and if it happens
that they get a zero pay in one month, then there is no
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how they can survive. They cannot pay rent or even
buy groceries and one cannot stand that situation while
awaiting trial which will take years to be resolved.
If there was another procedure, I would say they should
have a tribunal which deals with these cases in order
to avoid having to take the long route to solving cases
at court. If we could assist this court with Judges
or the courts, it could be better. This would be one
development which will fast track cases and even assist
those employees rather than disadvantaging them. That
is why I am supporting honourable Moswaane that
we should so something. We are aware of the fact that
projects may come but we know that the Development
Plan is there as well and has certain projects but let
us make this a priority. Even if we have project in the
development plan, let this be a priority. Let me leave it
at that and give them time even if they are ruthless and
let them feel the pain of being human.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I will not take long madam
speaker. Since the Honourable Minister has explained
this motion, we can see that our children are having a
tough time especially those who are in the companies.
One young person was presenting a concern that they
have long worked for a construction company and has
long waited to be heard at Industrial Court for two years,
and then he relocated and changed addresses and then
he did not get a notification for a hearing at court, when
he went to the Industrial Court he was told that his case
was dismissed but …
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): On a
point of order. What is Honourable Mokgware eating?
It seems he is eating something
MADAM SPEAKER: You like playing
MS TSHIRELETSO: Therefore it is imperative
Madam Speaker because most of the people who
are struggling are those working in construction and
security companies. Those people are struggling, they
get fired every now and then, they are not taken seriously
as they are given uniform the next day they are fired
and the uniform is given to someone else. I therefore
support honourable Moswaane, it is a good advice to
this House even though Honourable Batshu was saying
that there are no funds, we therefore request for him to
consider an increase of Judges in the upcoming National
Development Plan (NDP) 11 and that some should be
regional. The nine that honourable Batshu talked about
is just too low and therefore needs to be increased. Like
I was saying about this young person, he even went
to Ombudsman for assistance and he was referred to
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a Member of Parliament, he wanted to burn down the
buildings since his case was dismissed so that he gains
something as well. That is the frustration of a young
Motswana whose case was not heard. We are equally
concerned as members of parliament that our offices
have turned into Industrial Courts. All their labour
cases are reported to our offices. When cases are not
heard they come back to us. I want to conclude that we
support this motion and that indeed you have implored
us to act and we shall do. We should do these things and
leave a mark without any shame. We therefore cannot
be bothered by people who were excited the other day
when some people left us, now they are complaining of
being mistreated in Parliament and have decided to stay
out of Parliament. We want to serve Batswana as we
have been doing. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOLATLHEGI (GABORONE SOUTH):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I will try my level best
to debate within this remaining time. I want to start
off by applauding Honourable Moswaane once more.
Honourable Moswaane is bringing in motions which
concern the lives of the working class. What gives me
pleasure in his motions is that they are original and there
is no plagiarism in them. He is not like other Members
who come here and present things as if they are their
own, while they have copied in the papers. In this
motion, honourable Moswaane has taken…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Ah! What is it about us?
He is taking your time.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. I think the
Deputy Speaker is insinuating that there are some people
in this House who copy from Government material.
I would like you to rule on this one Madam Speaker
because this gentleman is imputing improper motives
on Honourable Members of this House.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Deputy Speaker,
stop imputing improper motions on other Members.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Even though I had not named any Member, I will not
provoke anyone. I did not mean to. Plagiarism/copying
is not good.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order
Madam Speaker. Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker I understand your ruling very well. I heard what
the Deputy Speaker is saying and it would not look right
in the history because a few minutes back, he made a
ruling on this subject matter against the other party.
Then when he moves from the Speakership chair, he
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changes and goes back to what he was ruling against
and makes fun of it. These things will make people not
to regard him well because the analysts who would be
analysing the administration of our Parliament will see
that there is biasness in anything which is being done in
this House.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Deputy Speaker,
provoking others wastes our time. Desist from that and
proceed with your debate. I have made a ruling. Stop
provoking others because that disturbs our procedure
and give rise to chaos in the House. Get back to your
debate.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
withdrew all the words I said. Madam Speaker, I wanted
to tell you that I have stacks of files of people who came
to complain that they have long taken their cases to
Labour and the Industrial Court and they have not been
heard. So, I have been referring them to the Labour
office to seek help there. I believe that Honourable
Moswaane`s motion will address this challenge of cases
that take long at the Industrial Court.
The other pleasant thing is that Honourable Batshu
has indicated that he will bring a Bill which will try
to improve the manner in which workers’ concerns
are addressed. Therefore, I believe that Honourable
Moswaane has done well by bringing this motion so that
we can address those Madam Speaker.
A Member of Parliament like Honourable Moswaane is
very important because he reminds us of things which
seem to be right yet they need to be revised. When I
compare him to other Members who usually bring
motions to Parliament, he is way ahead of them Madam
Speaker. I salute him because his ideas are original, he
does not copy from anyone. Original thoughts, bread and
butter issues are the issues that Honourable Moswaane
brings up, which today…
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): On
a point of procedure Madam Speaker. For our records
to flow for the understanding of the reader, sentences
should have logical conclusions but you have just
compared the Honourable Member to others, so we
want you to conclude and indicate that others do not
bring sound motions.
MADAM SPEAKER: He wants to mislead you and
should you follow him, I will send you out of this House.
I will throw you out Deputy Speaker if you could fall
into that temptation. Proceed.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
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have realised that he wants to mislead me. I cannot be
tempted because you have already made up your mind.
I was thankful that Honourable Moswaane`s motion will
push the government to hasten to amend the Labour Act
because some workers wait for the cases to be resolved
for a long time and end up living in poverty while in
actual fact they have money. Some businesses do this
deliberately knowing that while the case is still to be
tried at the Industrial Court, they will relocate. Thank
you Madam Speaker.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Thank
you very much Madam Speaker. I rise to support my
Honourable colleague on the motion that is in front
of this House. I am speaking because this is a Month
of Women, and the issues that we are discussing here
mainly affect women. So it will not be right if I would
not stand and be heard as the Chairperson of Women`s
Parliamentary Caucus to advocate for a change so that
women are not affected by these issues that we are
talking about.
MADAM SPEAKER: Time up, you will proceed next
week.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Madam
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 12:30 p.m. until
Monday 14th March 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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