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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS
DETERMINATION OF VISA APPLICATION
FEES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Labour and Home Affairs:(i) what determines visa application fees to foreign
countries;
(ii) why visa fees for Batswana is high compared to
other nationals when applying for visa to visit
China while in Botswana;
(iii) why the required bank balance is high when
applying for the visa to China in Botswana as
compared to other countries such as South Africa;
and
(iv) whether the Government of Botswana is involved
in setting these prices.
Question 1 – Later Date
PLANS TO INCREASE WORKING HOURS AT
SEBELE CLINIC
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Health if:(i) there are any plans to increase working hours at
Sebele Clinic; and
(ii) she is aware that many people use this clinic hence
the need to increase its working hours including
weekends.
MINISTER OF HEALTH (MS MAKGATO): Thank
you Madam Speaker, good afternoon. Madam Speaker,
my Ministry has no plans to increase working hours at
Sebele clinic. The reason is as follows;
(i) The number of patients who attended the facility
between the January and December 2014 did not
exceed 12 000. A quick calculation would say less
than 100 per month. Take it down to a day you
are looking at about five patients a day. Therefore
Madam Speaker, because we use numbers to
decide on the extension of hours or decide on the
type of services, for now I do not think the figures
warrant an extension of hours.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, Honourable Minister I am grateful for your
answer. I want to know the numbers it would take to
warrant an extension of hours, are you aware that this
clinic is actually servicing people as far as Mmamashia,
Oodi, Glen Valley, Block 10 and Ledumang?
MS MAKGATO: I did not quite get the numbers
precisely of how many people it would take for now,
but it is information that is available in my office. I am
not aware that it goes to Mmamashia, but I am also
aware of the fact that recently the Botswana College of
Agriculture also opened its own clinic to cater for the
staff, the families and the students. It is the one that
reduced overcrowding in this clinic. That is why the
figures do not reflect the actual catchment population
which includes the College of Agriculture.
NON DEVELOPMENT OF SOME PLOTS AT
THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT IN
FRANCISTOWN
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Lands and Housing:(i) why plots 15043, 15044, 15045, 15046, 15080,
15062 and 15075 in Francistown which were
demarcated for allocation more than 25 years
ago (around 1989) are still not yet developed
notwithstanding the fact that they are located in
the Central Business District (CBD) of the City;
(ii) why these undeveloped plots which are situated
or located at a place that was recently zoned as a
commercial area and lies in the vicinity of a new
shopping mall currently under construction, cannot
be developed by Government and be conveniently
used as a parking lot instead of remaining idle
and becoming a health hazard because it has been
turned into a dumping site and toilet facility for
the public; and
(iii) why an illegal structure in the form of a shack has
been erected or allowed to remain in one of the
aforementioned plots in an area that forms part
of the CBD more so that the Government has
developed a very strict policy on issues pertaining
to illegal occupation.
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Madam Speaker,
(i) The seven (7) plots mentioned by the Honourable
member were allocated between 1990 and 1995.
Two of these plots, that is plot 15043 and 15075
have since been developed, while plot 15046 was
withdrawn in 1998. The remaining four (4) are
still not developed. Admittedly, it has taken a long
Hansard No 182
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time to develop the plots because a decision was
taken subsequently to rezone the said plots into
mixed land use.

if any youth companies in the concerned communities
of Mmatshumo and Nata were involved in marketing
and/or preparation of the event; if not, why; and

(ii) The Government cannot develop the plots in
question into a parking lot because the adjacent
shopping mall being developed has provided
for its own parking requirements. However, the
enforcement of the development covenant will be
followed up to cause the allottees of these plots to
develop or otherwise forfeit them to Government
for reallocation.

if he will consider youth companies in the area on the
build-up of the next Makgadikgadi Epic to encourage
tourism in the area.

(iii) Madam Speaker, the Ministry has intensified
efforts on management of squatters in various
parts of the country. This entails identifying
and profiling the squatters with a view to taking
corrective action. Therefore, the squatter problem
on one of the plots will be attended as part of
the exercise to address squatting in the City of
Francistown. I thank you Madam Speaker.

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE
AND TOURISM (MR T.S. KHAMA): Thank you
Madam Speaker and good afternoon to you. Madam
Speaker, my Ministry is responsible for undertaking
both Makgadikgadi Epic and race for rhino and Lekhudu
Island events. The expenses and benefits distributions
for 2015 were as follows:
(i) Makgadikgadi Epic and Nata P2 million and
Race for Rhino (R4R) in Lekhubu P2, 1 million

MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister could you please explain
what you mean by ‘profiling squatters?’ what will
happen after you do?

(ii) The Nata Conservation Trust and the Gain-ong Community Trust in Lekhubu Island were
involved in all stages of the events through the
Botswana Tourism Organisation facilitation. The
Trust work with local authorities and village
leaderships to provide personal service vehicles
and other service delivery.

MR MAELE: Profiling of squatters means establishing
who is there and what they do, why they are there and
whether the use of affirmative action is appropriate for
their situation or they warrant to be removed. If I may
cite an example, you may find that the constituents of
Honourable Lelatisitswe are of the Basarwa tribe and
so they do not have any particular place that we can say
they belong to. In that case we will profile them and
make a determination of whether we should look for a
place for them. Thank you Madam Speaker.

(iii) The Nata Conservation Trust was granted P77 000
pula and Gain-o-ng Community was given P82 000
from the proceeds of their respective events. An
economic survey report was undertaken for the
Epic in 2015 and estimated that the total revenue
earned for the weekend of the event was estimated
at P3 million. An economic survey assessment was
not undertaken at Race for Rhinos as it was the
noble event but will be undertaken in the second
year of the event.

MONEY SPENT BY GOVERNMENT IN THE
LAST PREPARATIONS OF MAKGADIKGADI
EPIC IN LEKHUBU ISLAND AND NATA
SANCTUARY

(iv) The Race for Rhino engaged local services
providers for;

MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism:-

• Hospitality (Tent and Catering)
• Security
• Sewerage provision and portable ablutions

(i) how much Government spent in the last
preparations of Makgadikgadi Epic hosted in
Lekhubu Island and Nata Sanctuary;

• Kiosk provision

(ii) how the two (2) trusts in Mmatshumo and Nata
Villages were engaged in the preparations;

• Entertainment (Music, fireworks) and PA rental

(iii) how much was planted back in monetary form to
the concerned community trusts;
(iv) how many local companies took part in the event as
compared to the previous years;
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• Hospitality (Tent and catering)
• Sewerage provision
• Security
• Complementary activities (Nitro Cars, Horse Riding,
Bicycle hire and guided game drives )
• Helicopter flips
• Emergency medical services and evacuation
• Marketing collateral (signage and printing)
• Transportation (of skydivers from South Africa and
internal of the event)
• Logistics (access road grading, tower light, and the
backline)
(v) BTO undertakes all marketing and public relations
internally. Local outsource service providers
were engaged in the production of the weather
sting, design of marketing collateral and printing.
Furthermore, social media which primarily
engages the youth was utilised, to great success to
market both events.
BTO encourages the youth to offer services in
complementary activities Complementary activities
(Nitro Cars, Horse Riding, and the use of music
entertainment during more activations) and social media
engagements. Throughout the events in order to ensure
high delivery standards mentoring the youth is already
part of what we do at these events. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
LACK OF PROPER ROADS AND DRAINAGE
INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOTSWANA HOUSING
CORPORATION (BHC) HOUSES IN TAWANA,
NEW NALEDI, TSHWENENG, PHOKOJE
AND PHIRING
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Lands and Housing:(i) why Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC)
constructed houses in Tawana, New Naledi,
Tshweneng, Phokoje and Phiring in Gaborone
without proper road and drainage infrastructure;
(ii) whether BHC cannot be held accountable for the
development of such infrastructure as such houses
still belong to them; and
(iii) if he is aware that such development by BHC will
help increase the value of these houses and act as
a major return on investment.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MINISTER OF LANDS AND HOUSING (MR
MAELE): Madam Speaker, Botswana Housing
Corporation constructed houses in Tawana, New
Naledi, Tshweneng, Phokoje and Phiring without full
infrastructure provision as it was anticipated that they
would be upgraded by Government as time went on.
(ii) Madam Speaker, BHC cannot be held accountable
for the development of such infrastructure because
the organisation’s primary mandate is to provide
housing and not infrastructure per se.
(iii) Madam Speaker, I am aware that such
infrastructure development in the areas referred to
would increase the value of properties and indeed
act as a major return on investment. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Sometimes I wonder,
when Ministers answer questions sometimes it is like
they have never been to school. I know why I asked such
a question. Honourable Minister, are you aware that
where BHC is currently developing, all infrastructural
services have been provided? Now what does that mean
to those that were developed earlier on? What makes
it so difficult for BHC to do just like they did in places
like Mahalapye and Palapye where they are currently
developing new households? We know very well what
their mandate is, but why can they not go back and do
the same thing they are doing in other places? Should
those people be happy and say, ‘all is well?’
MR MAELE: Just to start with the first one that he
started with, sometimes when the questions asked are
not intelligible it becomes a bit difficult to answer them
properly. Madam Speaker, there are areas where BHC
builds houses without having built any infrastructure.
Most of the time where they put up such infrastructure,
the cost becomes too much…
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of order. Madam Speaker,
I do not know if we would still be in order to say a
question is not intelligible when it has been asked by
an Honourable Member. I can see you pointing Madam
Speaker; I do not know what you are pointing at. I was
asking if it is proper for the Minister to say, ‘if a question
is not intelligible,’ is there a question which cannot be
intelligible when it is on the Order Paper?
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, I am pointing because I do
not know why you did not ask the Honourable Member
why he said it is like the questions are being asked by…
he said something about intelligence too or something
along those lines. I do not like it when you provoke
each other. When you provoke each other, what do you
expect me to do now?
Hansard No 182
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MR MAELE: Madam Speaker, I know very well that
BHC at Tawana, New Naledi and Tshweneng built
without any infrastructure. The truth is that when it
is left like that the Council sometimes takes over and
provides that particular infrastructure. There are areas
that even now BHC builds without land servicing or
infrastructure because we have realised that when BHC
does the infrastructure, the cost of houses goes up and
they become unaffordable to customers. Now where
we have land as BHC we have to build, but taking into
account the balancing of the cost of trying to service,
sometimes we build like we did in Tshweneng, hoping
the Council will take over t. Now this issue could be
addressed by the Gaborone City Council because
ordinarily we work on virgin land, we do not work on an
area which is already a built-up area. If the built-up area
is not serviced it is left for the Council. I believe since
the Honourable Member was at the Council, during that
time he could have influenced that land servicing of that
area should be done. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Minister, you know that where BHC has
developed, it still owns that area. Now I want you to
clarify to us; should these people at Tawana, Phokoje
and New Naledi give up on the government that
she will never assist them in terms of infrastructural
developments which were not done by BHC at the time
they were developing those particular areas?
MR MAELE: I believe I have explained, but just to
correct something, where BHC has built, it does not
continue owning that area. After building it leaves that
area for the local authority so that if they want to do
something there they should do it. If we owned those
places, actually the rates would be paid to us. So as BHC
has done, people who are in Tshweneng, Phiring and
Tawana, are now supposed to enquire from the Council
and ask them to help them, not BHC. That is what I was
trying to explain as I was responding to your question.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: I will allow the last one.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes madam. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I hear what you are saying Honourable
Minister, and I am trying to accept your answer as is; it
is a good answer. I am trying to accept it as is because
I know you want to trap us somewhere. The Botswana
Housing Corporation (BHC) has just developed
some properties at Phakalane and the government of
Botswana has provided funding. Why do you not do the
same for these areas; the government should ensure that
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the infrastructure is built, that land servicing is done and
just move away from the Council because you knew
why it was the case at that time?
MR MAELE: Unfortunately Sir I would love to answer
that question but I do not have much information on
issues at Phakalane, I want to be honest. I do not know
how it came to a point where government would finance
the project but I will study the issue of Phakalane and
then see whether it could be related to the issue of
Tawana and Phiring. Unfortunately I do not have that
information now.
CONSIDERATION TO REVIEW THE
PERFORMANCE OF HIGH COURT JUDGES
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security if he will
consider reviewing the performance of High Court
Judges periodically with a view to have non performing
and incompetent judges removed from their positions,
in light of overwhelming complaints from members of
the public as well as members of the Law Society of
Botswana.
Later date
PLANS TO DEVELOP BUS RANK IN BLOCK 8
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development if there are any plans to develop a bus
rank in Block 8.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO) Madam Speaker, there
are currently no plans to develop a bus rank at
Marapoathutlwa (Block 8) area. However Botswana
Government through the Ministry of Transport and
Communications has appointed a consultant to carry out
a feasibility study for the implementation of a Public
Transport System for the Greater Gaborone Area. One
of the objectives of this study is to assess the existing
public transport operations and recommend appropriate
facilities and/or interventions that will support a more
sustainable and efficient public transport system for the
city. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, a public transport system
does not necessarily stop the development of a taxi or
bus rank. That is why I was asking if there are no plans
in place to consider the current needs which are there to
have such a taxi or bus rank in Block 8.
MS TSHIRELETSO: It is true Honourable Member.

Monday 14thMarch, 2016

The thing is we include all the things which have to do
with transport; we have to plan for the bus rank, bus
terminal, and so forth. Now as you know, procedurally
we have to have a plan as to what stays where, et cetera.
That is why I am saying since as a government we have
tasked the Ministry of Transport to look into such things;
when you talk about transportation you are including
things like bus stops, terminals and bus ranks. Now after
they give us the plan, that is when we would know, as I
agree with you that places like Block 8 are now overdue,
but we have to get it from the study as to where exactly
it should be located, looking at what. You also know
Honourable Member that for everything that you want
to do, you need a plan. Sometimes they call it a location
plan. You do not start by building, when you get to the
Council they check whether you have an engineer and
all other relevant stakeholders needed for the project,
therefore that is why in Gaborone we do not want to plan
for Block 8 in isolation, that is why we want to conduct a
feasibility study. So if maybe a question was to be asked
it could be the period it has taken and I did not confirm
with the Ministry of transport about progress because
it has been a while since it was submitted. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
UPDATE ON THE AVAILABILITY OF
TEXTBOOKS, STATIONERY AND OTHER
TEACHING MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT AT
SELEBI PHIKWE PRIMARY SCHOOLS
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Local Government and
Rural Development:(i) to update this Honourable House on the availability
or lack thereof of textbooks, stationery and other
teaching materials and equipment at Selebi Phikwe
Primary Schools; and
(ii) how the challenges encountered are being
addressed including the timeline.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker, I
commend the Honourable Member who has asked this
question.
Madam Speaker, the procurement process for stationery
and equipment for 2016 school year started in December
2015, and as from 18th to 23rd February 2016, companies
started delivering stationery to Selebi Phikwe Town
Council. To date, Council has distributed 61,902 out of
a total of 63,882 which is 96 per cent stationery, items
and 20,192 out of a total of 29,946 which is 67 per cent
instructional materials for all classes (from reception up

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

to Standard 7). According to the distribution plan, the
last consignment will be delivered to primary schools
at the end of this week which is the 11th March 2016.
Thank you Madam Speaker and Honourable Member.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you for
the response Honourable Minister. Will the ones that
have been procured already be enough to address the
deficiency that has been there?
MS TSHIRELETSO: It is really our wish Honourable
Member because we get worried as well that things
are not done on time. We have long requested that this
be done in December but right it is March and we get
to wonder what the students have been doing all this
time. And according to the numbers that I have been
furnished with, they will be sufficient enough. Those
schools that still have pending deliveries, our intention
is to deliver to them as soon as possible. This is a very
important question which touches on the delivery for our
education. If student stationery is delivered late, parents
have every right to be concerned like you Honourable.
I thank you.
MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. Can the Honourable
Minister go and verify for herself if the answers that
she has been given are true because in the past she has
been given wrong answers concerning the South region.
It may appear like they are true when they are not.
MS TSHIRELETSO: My intention is to visit the
schools, VDC’s, PTA, the RADS settlement when
Parliament goes on recess and we owe Selebi Phikwe
a visit. One of our mandate on primary schools is to
build classrooms for them and buy stationery. As for
Honourable Kesupile, I regard him as a friend but he has
a tendency of relying on hearsay and come to use it to
attack me. Now he is taking a rider on what Honourable
Member for Selebi Phikwe has asked. He could have just
done a noble thing by asking me to correct that which
was wrong. I know that I gave correct answers. As for
Honourable Keorapetse, I have requested for a slot to
come to your constituency. Even Honourable Boko is
one of the people that I owe a visit because there are
some schools that he has proposed for me to visit. We
are Members of Parliament, we are representing people.
I thank you.
EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGNERS AS
MAGISTRATES
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security why the
country continues to employ foreigners as Magistrates
when young Batswana graduates are unemployed.
Later Date.
Hansard No 182
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STATE AND CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITIES
AT MAKHUBU JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
IN SELEBI PHIKWE
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Education and Skills
Development:-

Supply, and we cannot go back. This was discussed on
Friday. We have stated that we do not wish to derail
when dealing with Committee of Supply, therefore we
shall proceed.

APPROPRIATION (2016/2017) BILL,
2016 (NO. 1 OF 2016)
Assembly in Committee

(i) if he is aware of the state of facilities including but
not limited to classrooms and laboratories at Makhubu
Junior Secondary School in Selebi Phikwe West
Constituency;

(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)

(ii) if the school is earmarked for maintenance and
when; and

ORGANISATION 1700 – OFFICE OF
THE OMBUDSMAN

(iii) when more classrooms, laboratories and other
facilities will be built.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE): The
debate on this organisation is resuming. I therefore
remind Honourable Members that I shall call upon the
Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at 14:50
hours today and the question will be put at 15:20 hours.
When the House adjourned on Thursday last week,
Honourable Majaga was on the floor, and it looks like
Honourable Majaga is not in. Therefore, the floor is
open.

Later Date.
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHINA AND
BOTSWANA
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation to apprise this Honourable House on the
relationship between China and Botswana.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation, no he is not
around!
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. No Madam Speaker,
I thought maybe you would ask the Honourable Leader
of the House whether anybody is standing in for
Honourable Dr Pelonomi Venson-Moitoi because if
you just pass it, maybe as it is a tradition or practice,
Honourable Leader of the House may know who is
representing her.
MADAM SPEAKER: No Honourable Pelonomi
Venson-Moitoi, I think I have her letter here that she is
attending SADC meetings so the reason why I asked is
because they normally ask others to stand in for them.
MR KESUPILE: Procedure Madam Speaker. Thank
you. I am still confused even though your Deputy tried
to give an answer the other day. The issue here is on
procedure, when he came to deliver the decision that
you took respectfully, he did not inform us what really
transpired to reach that conclusion. Therefore it does not
sit well with me at all. Did you do this on purpose trying
to avoid something that I am not aware of or what? This
will cause us not to understand some procedures in this
House. I thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member you want
to take us back now, this is the time for Committee of
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MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you very much Madam
Chairperson. In accepting the Ombudsman proposal, I
do so knowing fully well their objectives. They have
explained them here in English, if you can allow me to
quote it says, “through its investigation, the Ombudsman
plays an oversight role over public sector and thereby
fosters administrative reforms, he promotes adherence
to good administrative standards, roles and procedures,
therefore upholding good governance.” It showed me
that this is one of the important departments which a
lot of people could be taking pride in. However, they
have just brought a budget proposal for P13 million.
They wrote 7 pages with 16 font, double space, this is
so surprising and shows that the Minister is not serious.
As I stand here as a Member of Parliament, I know that
there are public workers who are dissatisfied about this
department and yet you come here requesting for such
an amount with this type of writing style! Let me just
say that this department is plagued by a lot of challenges
which requires attention and even the funds requested
could have been more than this. One challenge faced by
this department is lack of specialists. It does not have
workers who are…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Wait a bit, I will yield
later. I only have 10 minutes and look at the time right
now.
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It does not have a strong work force which could be
investigating the concerns of the people. Currently, you
are going to find out that the majority of the grievances
are from the public workers. There are complaints
regarding promotions which they have lodged at this
office and some are at the verge of giving up. That is
why the number of complaints is very low because they
are despairing as this department is unable to assist. First
and foremost they do not have workers who have been
trained to work in that department and that is not right.
The staff complains about such things as training. They
could go there and report that they do not understand
how civil service operates but they are lax because now
this department is overburdened with investigating their
cases or they do not have employeed who have been
trained to attend these hearings.
We have an issue of sexual harassment in the work
place. This is serious. This department could be doing
something because women are harassed and for them
to get a promotion or anything they should have done
something somewhere. Some people behave like
billy goats in government departments. That is not
acceptable. This department could try to find a solution
to such. Now the people have given up because they
have nowhere to report.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): On a point of order. Madam Chairperson,
I think it would not be in keeping with the decorum
of the House nor the ethics of Parliament, though it is
general, to refer to public servants in such derogatory
terminology, as ‘some behave like billy goats’. I wish
the Member to withdraw that and paraphrase what he
says.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I thought he was referring
to the bad ones found in the civil service. He is referring
to the culprits who do that. When he talks about sexual
harassment, he is talking about something that is there
in the General Orders. If there are some who do that,
then it is very wrong.
MR MASISI: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, Honourable Leader
of the House, I want him to proceed. Please proceed.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Madam Chairperson,
I am humbly referring to those who are doing things
illegally. What I am simply saying is that, it is wrong
for a woman to have to do certain things in order to
progress. This department requires the service of those
who have been trained in such issues. The major thing
will also be to allow this department to have powers.
MR MASISI: On a point of order.
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I hope it is not that one.
MR MASISI: I want to explain my request. I was not
objecting to sexual harassment, I am not. I am not even
objecting to his line of thinking. I am just objecting to
the acceptability of the phraseology of ‘some behave
like billy goats.’ That is all. But rule as you please
Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, it is fine and we had
already made a ruling on it. They are not supposed to
behave like billy goats.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Chairperson. This department by its nature requires
people trained for such sensitive cases to ensure that
such acts do not occur in the work place. They need to
ensure that when a woman is supposed to be promoted
or transferred from one department to the other, her boss
does not sexually abuse her.
Another thing that worried me greatly is training. It
has been allocated P490 000, P244 000 of which is
for Performance Management System. It means that
people are not trained. This is a specialised department
which requires good administration to promote good
governance by coming up with high quality standards.
It is a department that could have a lot of training funds
to equip the people with the technique of investigating
these cases. In their special investigation item, it is zero,
there is nothing there. I believe that to promote this good
governance and good administration standard which I
see written here, we need specialised people. We need
people who are trained to be able to deal with the public
workers’ grievances. My request therefore Minister is
that you should look into this matter intently.
The second one is lack of access. People who are in
remote areas even here in Gabane-Mmankgodi are
unable to access this office. Therefore let us try to roll it
out. We should know that democracy is very expensive
and democracy is an investment, it is not a cost. If we
can do that in a country bent on building democracy…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of clarification.
Madam Chairperson, maybe I should confirm to the
Member of Parliament that we have accepted that
this department does not have enough branches in our
country.
We therefore urge people to use phones and other
reporting channels. It is also your responsibility as
honourable members to disseminate this information
when you hold your Kgotla meetings.
Hansard No 182
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MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Honourable Minister. I
am sorry I would not accept that mediocre explanation.
Honourable Minister, I am talking about the workforce
that has problems. When they are that far and they may
not have time to call. Some of the issues do not need to
be reported over the phone and they need one to go to
the offices and report to an officer who will record what
they are reporting. They do not want to be told to hold
on to the phone while they are paying for that call. That
is why I am saying that there has to be access.
Let us try to build offices, this P30 million is nothing.
It has been said that a certain man got P30 million as
his pension, and an important ministry of government
is given P30 million? Another one got P45 million, a
business man, then a government ministry, an important
ministry for that matter is given P30 million, which
is nothing. I do not think we are serious Honourable
Minister; let us look at this Ministry seriously. We
know that it is the one holding the lives of the people.
We know that an employee cannot perform well
if they are not happy at work. The pay structure for
this ministry is not okay at all. I would like to implore
you to review the Ombudsman pay structure and
pay the officers accordingly like all public servants.
Currently there is a difference between a lawyer who
serves under Ombudsman and the one who serves
under the Directorate of Public Prosecution (DPP).
This is why this department cannot get the expertise
they need because the remuneration is just too low. I
want to implore the honourable minister to review this
department so that it is able to recruit and retain staff.
Let them be paid accordingly. This department has to
show that it is the one which is going to uphold good
governance, otherwise we are going to continue to talk
like this. We are going to have to deal with concerns
from public servants in our regions. Public servants
are going to dismiss you because I cannot even go
and appeal my case there personally. One cannot tell
me what informed Botswana Television’s decision to
air the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) results and
leave out the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC)
results. Where will I appeal my case? There is no where
I can take my case to. This department does not have
any powers, they just take the case and file it; that is it.
These are some of the things needed to promote good
governance. Thank you.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister,
please respond.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Madam Chairperson.

12

Hansard No 182

ORGANISATION 1700 – OFFICE OF THE
OMBUDSMAN - Committee of Supply (Resumed
Debate)
Madam Chairperson, I wish to thank Honourable
Members who contributed to my request for the Office
of the Ombudsman.
Maybe to start with the Honourable Member who have
just spoken Honourable Mokgware; I do agree with
him that the Office of the Ombudsman has not been
allocated adequate resources. I do agree with him that
the Office of the Ombudsman plays a very important
role in the development discourse of our country.
Therefore, it needs to be allocated more resources. In
fact Madam Chairperson in my presentation about this
request last week Thursday, I did allude to the fact that
resources are not adequate and as a result, the Office
of the Ombudsman is not able to reach every place and
undertakes all the programmes that it had wished to
undertake.
I do want to assure the Honourable House that despite
the limited resources, the office will continue to do its
utmost best in the delivery of its services. As I indicated
earlier on when I stood on a point of clarification, we
will continue to ensure that access to the office is given
priority through various ways including electronic
media and telecommunication.
I do also agree with Honourable Mokgware that training
is very important given the important role that the
Office of the Ombudsman is playing. We will continue
to ensure that we request more resources so that most of
our staff members continue to be trained and enabling
them to be up to date with current challenges.
With regards to the seven pages Honourable Member;
we believe that what we have presented, summarised in
the documents as availed to the Honourable Members
was adequate to present an update of the work done
during 2015/16 financial year, as well as present what
we intend doing during 2016/17 financial year. I do
not think really the issue of the number of pages in
my request matters Madam Chairperson. I think what
matters is what is contained in the request. I have been
able to adequately report to this Honourable House what
we have been doing during the 2015/16 financial year,
and what we propose to do for the 2016/17 financial
year.
Last week Honourable Guma also talked to the issue
of the Office of the Ombudsman and did underscore
its importance. He also called for the office to be
given more powers so that it can perform its functions
optimally. We do agree with him, and as a result, I want
to indicate that Office of the Ombudsman has indeed
identified certain shortcomings in the current legislation.
Therefore a process has been started to review the
Ombudsman Act of 1995. We believe that this window
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Madam Chairperson will allow for new thinking and the
gaps as identified by Honourable Members to be taken
on board so that this office is able to perform as per the
expectations of Honourable Members.
Clearly as I have just indicated a few seconds back,
the Ombudsman Act was approved by this Honourable
House in 1995. Therefore given the length of time that
has passed since 1995, it is indeed justifiable that the
Act should now be reviewed. I also want to indicate that
part of the responsibility of Honourable Members of
the Parliament is to enact and amend laws. Therefore,
we should not always wait for Government to come up
with amendments. We must know that it is part of our
responsibility to come up with Private Member’s Bills so
that whatever we believe that needs to be strengthened if
we identify any gaps in any law of this great country, we
should be able to bring that as Private Member’s Bills.
Madam Chairperson, Honourable Mmolotsi also
emphasized the importance of the Office of the
Ombudsman and then he went on to cite a case of a
couple of years back that involved the then, Honourable
Vice President of the country.
I want to indicate Honourable Chairperson that
during the course of the debate, His Honour the Vice
President Honourable Mokgweetsi Masisi stood on
a point of clarification, on a point of order to put the
issue in to proper perspective and I do not wish to
repeat what His Honour the Vice President ably said
during his interventions suffice to indicate Honourable
Chairperson that following complaints then by the
Botswana Congress Party (BCP), the then Ombudsman
did table a report to this Honourable House dated the 4th
April, 2001 and therefore it was up to this Honourable
house to debate that report as per the provisions of the
Standing Order if indeed the House felt that there was
justification for them to do so. In so far as the office
of the Ombudsman is concerned, I think it did play its
part in terms of investigating the matter and bringing it
to conclusion. But the responsibility to take the matter
forward if indeed there was a need to do so, rested with
this Honourable House.
Honourable Biggie Butale also raised a couple of issues,
some relating to capacity building, calling on the office
of the Ombudsman to be capacitated and as I have
already indicated in response to comments from other
Members of Parliament, I do agree that there is need
for the office of the Ombudsman to be continuously
capacitated. I am happy that most of the Honourable
Members who spoke, did point out to the willingness
that they would support this office to be adequately
resourced. I think that is a very positive step that we
very much welcome Madam Chairperson.
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I do not wish to respond to all the Members of
Parliament who contributed. I just wanted to touch
on those certain points. Maybe before I conclude my
response Madam Chairperson, let me also indicate
that Honourable Keorapetse also talked about other
jurisdictions where the officer holding this office or the
Ombudsman has a legal background. I think whilst we
do appreciate that, it is very important to note that in so
far as the Ombudsman Act of 1995 is concerned, it has
not stipulated that a person holding such office, should
have the qualifications as presented by Honourable
Keorapetse during his debate. But as I indicated earlier
on, if at all Members of Parliament feel that there is
a need for some of these considerations to be made, I
think the review does present that opportunity.
I also in conclusion before I move to propose for
adoption, want to thank His Honour the Vice President
for his support as well. I think basically he was giving
direction and clarifying on some of the statements as
presented by other Members of Parliament.
Having said that, I want to once again move that the sum
of P24, 432, 580.00 (twenty four million, four hundred
and thirty two thousand, five hundred and eighty pula)
for the current expenditure and P3, 390, 347.00 (three
million, three hundred and ninety thousand, three
hundred and forty seven pula) for the development
expenditure be moved and stand part of the estimates
for the financial year 2016/2017. I move accordingly
Madam Chairperson.
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 2200 - YOUTH, SPORT
AND CULTURE
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are asked to note
that 2 hours 45 minutes has been allocated to this
Organisation. I shall call upon the Honourable Minister
to respond to the debate at 17:10 hours today and the
question will be put at 17:40 hours.
MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson, Honourable Members, I have the
privilege to present my ministry’s budget proposals
for consideration and approval by this Honourable
Committee for the financial year 2016/2017, under
Organisation 2200. Before I present the Estimates, allow
me to give committee members an overview of my
ministry’s performance in the strategic areas of Youth
Empowerment and Development, Sport and Recreation,
Arts, Culture and Heritage.
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT
Hansard No 182
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Madam Chairperson, the majority of our populations
are young people and this presents a human capital
opportunity for our country. It is therefore imperative that
all efforts are made to develop them into model citizens
for the development of our country in this globally
competitive world. In this connection, my ministry
runs various programmes aimed at entrepreneurship
development, youth advocacy and behavioral change,
and job readiness skills for the youth.

troupes with 712 members have been registered. In
addition, 30 Girl Guides clubs with 969 members have
been mobilized. This initiative will cover the Scouts and
Girl Guides movements across the country.

Entrepreneurship Development
During the year under review, my ministry financed 1
148 youth enterprises at a cost of P113, 068, 855.91.
It is expected that the entire budget allocation of P120
million will be disbursed by the end of the current
financial year.
Madam Chairperson, despite these good efforts, youth
enterprises face challenges such as lack of operational
space, high rentals, limited market access and lack
of business management skills. To mitigate this, the
ministry is identifying and refurbishing old buildings
to provide space for youth businesses, has introduced
a quota for access to open spaces and is working on
compilation of land banks for access to the youth. Youth
are also trained in business management to improve
their business skills.
To address delays in processing Youth Development
Fund (YDF) applications, the Ministry will introduce
new reforms in the processing and adjudication of
applications. Furthermore, capacity building will
be conducted prior to funding and after approval of
applications.
Behaviour Change
Madam Chairperson, our interventions on building
the character of our youth continue as we seek to
foster socially acceptable behaviour and discourage
among other bad habits criminal activity, drug abuse,
lack of respect for fellow citizens and institutions. In
this regard the ministry continues to intensify HIV/
AIDS education and collaborates with youth character
building organisations.
Furthermore the Ministry intensifies the HIV/AIDS
campaign targeting the youth during the Month of
Youth Against Aids (March) each year. This is a targeted
intervention aimed at high incidence areas across the
country.
Furthermore, the Ministry is focused on resuscitating
youth character building organisations, particularly the
Scouts and Girl Guides. To date, 46 in school Scouts
troupes with 1 457 members and 23 out of school
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On the Job Training and Attachments
Madam Chairperson, the youth are among the most
affected by poverty and unemployment. They also
face the challenge of lack of work experience and
skills mismatch with the job market. Government has
therefore initiated various schemes intended to provide
the youth with opportunities for meaningful engagement
and gaining employment readiness skills.
As at 31st December, 2015 enrolment in the National
Internship Programme stood at 4 893. Of these, 2 271
are enrolled in the public service; 784 with Parastatals;
whilst 1 624 are with the Private Sector and 214 are
currently under the Non-Governmental (NGOs) sector.
The transition of Interns into employment remains
low with 384 employed by different sectors during the
period of April to December 2015 compared to 630 in
the last financial year.
Government introduced the Graduate Volunteer
Scheme (GVS) with effect from 1st April, 2015 with
the aim to create a platform for the Youth to contribute
to community development through volunteer work.
To date the scheme has enrolled over 800 volunteers.
In addition, Botswana National Service Programme
(BNSP) current enrolments stands at 12,163 against a
target of 15,000.
Youth Policy and Governance Structures
Madam Chairperson, in 2015 Government introduced
exemptions and quick wins as part of affirmative action
in favour of youth in pursuit of the youth empowerment
agenda (Presidential Cab Directive 14(B)/ 2015). The
affirmative action provides business opportunities for
youth in cattle chasing patrols and fire breaks, access to
tender documents and PPADB registration at half price,
and access to land among other opportunities.
The Botswana National Youth Council (BNYC) has
been restructured to direct its focus to youth advocacy
and mobilisation in advancing the course for young
people. I have appointed a new 11 member Committee
with effect from 12 October 2015. The Committee is
currently active and has been involved in some Ministry
programmes.
SPORT AND RECREATION
Madam Chairperson, Sport, recreation and general
physical activity play a critical role in the health and
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wellbeing of any nation. Therefore My Ministry
continues to invest resources into mass participation
programmes, sport development and competitive sport.
I am encouraged by the performance of our athletes over
the last year and am hopeful for glory at the Rio 2016
games.
National Fitness Programme
In my address to the Committee last year, I made a
commitment to introduce a National Fitness programme
to increase participation in physical activity. The
Programme was launched in August 2016, and since
then my Ministry has promoted physical activity every
2nd Friday of the month. Furthermore, my Ministry has
introduced outdoor community gyms in Gaborone and
Francistown. A total of three (3) such facilities have
been completed and it is envisaged that 3 more will be
built in the next financial year.
Sport for Development
Madam Chairperson, Botswana has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to partner with the
Real Madrid Foundation for the implementation of the
Social School Programme. The programme aims to use
the power of sport to develop children into responsible
citizens in future. Two schools have been identified
to pilot the programme, being Kgomodiatshaba and
Therisanyo Primary Schools. It is envisaged that the
programme will be rolled out to more schools following
successful implementation of the pilot.
The participation levels in Constituency Sport
Tournaments stands at 78 381 during the 3rd cycle
of the 2015/16 financial year. These Constituency
competitions continue to be attractive to the youth and
keep them meaningfully engaged, thus taking them
away from possible misdemeanour in addition to being
a source of income. Late payments of constituency Sport
tournament due to late submission of surety forms by
teams, remains a challenge and the Ministry is exploring
payments through other avenues such as the Botswana
National Sport Commission (BNSC).
Sport Infrastructure
Madam Chairperson, The Francistown Sports Complex
was completed in July 2015 and has been in use since
then. This facility is of international standard and will
increase access to purpose built facilities and contribute
to sport development in our country. In addition to this,
10 community sports fields have been identified to be
fenced and provided with basic necessities. Funds have
been transferred to the relevant local authorities and
the facilities are expected to be completed in the next
financial year.
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Sport Development
The Botswana Games is an initiative whose main
objective is to develop athletes who are eighteen years
of age or under. The 4th edition of Botswana Games was
hosted on the 5th to 13th December 2015 for the first time
in Francistown and the games proved to be a success. 13
sporting codes participated and all the 16 Districts were
represented at these Games. A total 2 069 athletes took
part in the games.
Competitiveness in Sport
Botswana’s performance in sport is improving each year
with Batswana athletes in various sport codes excelling
at international competitions. Since April 2015
Botswana athletes have won 141 medals consisting of
49 gold, 44 silver and 48 bronze in various international
competitions. In athletics, Isaac Makwala set a new
African 400m record in July 2015, which placed him
among the top 5 best all time athletes in the category.
He is currently ranked 3rd in the world. Nijel Amos won
the 2015 Diamond League and is currently ranked 2nd in
the world in the 800m category. In the youth category
Karabo Sibanda is ranked 4th in the world (400m).
Sport Legislation and Governance
Madam Chairperson, the Botswana National Sports
Commission (BNSC) Act came into effect on 1st August
2015. The Board members have been approved by
Cabinet and duly appointed. The 1st draft Regulations
of the BNSC Act have been produced by the Attorney
Generals Chambers and are under consideration by the
BNSC and its affiliates. The regulations are intended to
improve operationalization of the Act.
ARTS AND CULTURE
Madam Chairperson, preservation and promotion of
the arts, culture and heritage of our nation are essential
for social cohesion and national unity. The focus of
the Ministry has been to consolidate the growth and
appreciation of local arts and craft while promoting
economic gain from these activities. Opportunities
continue to be provided through programmes such as
cultural exchanges, President’s Day Celebrations and
arts and culture grants among others.
Commercialisation of the Arts and Crafts
Government has, through Presidential Directive Cab 1
(B)/ 2015, introduced a programme to Support Local
Art and Crafts by providing an annual allocation of
P10 million which is administered by my Ministry.
Furthermore, sale of art and crafts raised P2.3 million
compared to P1.4 million last financial year. These
Hansard No 182
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programmes provide opportunities for artists to earn
income and make a living from their craft.

and increasing our presence at the local level. This has
increased our presence in the districts and sub districts,
and enabled us to take services closer to the people.
However, lack of office accommodation has presented
implementation challenges in some areas.

Arts Talent Identification
Madam Chairperson, President’s Day celebrations
are held across the country to unearth artistic talent
and promote the culture of the different regions of our
country. For the reporting period, 14 739 individuals
participated in the programme compared to 12 118 in
2014. The total prize money increased from P 2, 595,
000.00 in 2014 to P2, 864, 500.00 in 2015 (10.4 per
cent increase) due to introduction of new categories.
Library and Information
Libraries continue to provide accurate and reliable
information to improve the lives of the communities
in which they serve. The Ministry has introduced flexi
time in all public libraries. Opening hours have therefore
increased from nine to 10.5 hours during the week and
from three to six hours on Saturdays. This initiative has
resulted in an increase in the number of people accessing
services and the general programme uptake in libraries.
National Archives and Records Services
Records management standards need to be met to
ensure efficient flow of information in the public
service. Botswana National Archives and Records
Services conduct compliance audits to establish how
ministries are managing their records. Compliance
level to records management standards in Ministries
stands at 70 per cent, which is an increase from 2014/15
compliance which was 62 per cent. Archival materials
are an important information resource for research
and recreation and contribute towards preservation of
documentary heritage. The Archives received 2 520
users, who accessed 9 811 documents. Since April
2015, 923 files were acquired from churches and public
archives.
Botswana Fifty Anniversary of Independence
(BOT50)
Botswana celebrates 50 years of independence in
September 2016, and this will be a major milestone in
the development of our country. A 13 member National
Organising Committee with a Secretariat has been set up
in my Ministry to oversee the celebrations. I therefore
urge all Batswana to take pride in the achievements of
our country and participate in the activities planned for
the celebrations.
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RECURRENT BUDGET
Madam Chairperson, allow me to now present the
budget proposals under my Ministry for the financial
year 2016/2017, starting with the Recurrent Budget.
I wish to propose the 2016/2017 budget for the Ministry
of Youth, Sport and Culture in the sum of eight hundred
and ninety nine million, eight hundred and twenty
two thousand, nine hundred Pula (P899, 822, 900. 00)
representing an increase of two per cent as compared
to the 2015/2016 budget. This increase is mainly
attributable to the provision of funding for the 50th
anniversary of independence celebrations coordinating
office (BOT50) and the landmark celebrations to be
held this year.
2201: Headquarters
I submit a request for seven hundred and ninety three
million, four hundred and eleven thousand, and fifty
Pula (P793, 411, 050. 00) for Ministry Headquarters.
The provision shows an increase of six million, one
hundred and sixteen thousand, seven hundred and
sixty Pula (P6, 116, 760. 00) or (one per cent), which is
attributable to the Botswana 50th anniversary National
activities.
2206: Botswana National Archives and Records
Services
I request an allocation of twenty two million, three
hundred and forty thousand, seven hundred Pula (P22,
340, 700. 00) for this Department. The provision shows
an increase of eleven million, and fifty seven thousand,
five hundred and forty Pula (P11, 057, 540. 00) or (98 per
cent). The increase is attributable to the establishment of
two records centres in Kanye and Francistown.
2209: Department of National Service and Internship
I submit a request for eighty four million, and seventy
one thousand, one hundred and fifty Pula (P84, 071,
150. 00) for the Department of National Internship
Programme. The largest share of this budget which
is seventy four million nine hundred and seventy six
thousand Pula (P74, 976, 000. 00) or 89 per cent goes to
Interns Allowances.

Organisational Effectiveness

DEVELOPMENT BUDGET

In 2014, the Ministry underwent a restructuring
exercise that was aimed at streamlining its functions

Madam Chairperson, the total Development budget for
my Ministry for the 2016/2017 financial year is fifty two
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million, eight hundred and eighty four thousand Pula
(P52, 884, 000. 00). This is a reduction of fifty seven
million three hundred and sixteen thousand Pula (P57,
316, 000. 00) from last year’s budget allocation of one
hundred and ten million two hundred thousand Pula
(P110, 200, 000. 00) which represents about 52 per cent
reduction on the 2015/16 budget estimate.
Headquarters
Madam Chairperson, a total budget of four million, one
hundred and sixty thousand Pula (P4, 160, 000. 00) is
proposed under Ministry Headquarters to develop the
Ministry’s IT Infrastructure Project at headquarters and
in district offices to improve service delivery.
National Library Service
Madam Chairperson, I request a total budget of twenty
four million, six hundred thousand Pula (P24, 600,
000. 00) under National Library Services. Twenty
million Pula (P20, 000, 000. 00) is requested to settle
final payment on the design of the National Library
of Botswana. The remaining four million, six hundred
thousand Pula (P4, 600, 000. 00) is for Government
contribution towards the Sara and Robert Rothschild
Family Foundation library projects.
Sport and Recreation
Madam Chairperson, a total of twenty four million, one
hundred and twenty four thousand Pula (P24, 124, 000.
00) is required to complete works on increasing the
seating capacity at the National Stadium.
CONCLUSION
Madam Chairperson, this concludes my presentation
of the 2016/2017 Recurrent and Development Budgets
for my Ministry. I therefore move that the sum of eight
hundred and ninety nine million, eight hundred and
twenty two thousand, nine hundred Pula (P899, 822,
900. 00) under Recurrent Budget for Organisation
2200 be approved and stand part of the Schedule of
the Appropriation (2016/2017) Bill, and that the sum
of fifty two million, eight hundred and eighty four
thousand Pula (P52, 884, 000.00) for Organisation 2200
under the Development Budget be approved and stand
part of those estimates for the financial year 2016/2017.
I move accordingly.
I thank you Madam Chairperson.
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister for
your presentation. I once held a conversation with
Honourable Gaolathe and I never forget the statement
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that he made which said; “I would very much appreciate
and be very happy to have a city like Gaborone in the
mode of a shanty town with 99 per cent of the people
going to bed with a full stomach, rather than have very
nice, tall buildings and a very nice, clean city with more
than 40 per cent of the people going to bed on an empty
stomach”. I think most important in life really, before all
the beauty and before all the elegance is what is on the
table for each and every individual.
I am saying this Honourable Minister because you made
mention of the initiatives for youth development, youth
entrepreneurship. The intentions I know are well meant,
the initiatives have got very good intentions behind
them but we still make life very difficult not only for
the youth but we make life very difficult for people
to get involved in business or to run business because
our regulations are of a first world country. I do agree
that we should have aims and objectives but I think at
times when we come up with regulations we should also
consider the level at which we are.
You mentioned operation space, it is very difficult for
every business person; be it youth, be it old or middle
age, because of these regulations. Rentals are very
expensive. There are certain businesses that can be run
from a non-industrial and non-commercial area, but
we are strict as a country as to where business can be
operated. Just before I came to Parliament, I had an
entourage of business people in Mogoditshane coming
to plead with me to carry their plea further to the
responsible Minister which I do...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE):
Sorry Honourable Kgoroba, we are informed that there
is no quorum, we will be ringing the bell, we do not
have Whips.
...silence...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much
Honourable Makgalemele.
MR KGOROBA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
I was still talking about the operational space and the
high rentals, it is indeed true that rentals in Gaborone is
very high, even for domestic use, it is very high, besides
commercial and industrial. So, I think you should urge
because you sit in Cabinet, as Government to consider
some of these regulations. Because like I was saying,
some businesses do not necessarily compel that they
should be operated from a commercial or industrial
area. Some businesses can be operated from residential
areas, and rentals for a business would be much cheaper
for a lot of people to operate from residential areas.
Hansard No 182
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The other thing is our citizens have a challenge in as far
as applications are concerned. Some people have good
ideas, but they have a challenge in how to present their
applications. We have a lot of unemployed youths, so
maybe you should start thinking on crash courses for
some of these youths that are unemployed and...

be corrected. But if rather than give money, you could
give these people at least equipment as prices, I think
it would be more progressive rather than giving them
cash, because the cash is not being used appropriately,
and it will never be. This thing now has turned to deter
even those with potential from engaging in a proper
development initiative, because what they do with this
money after winning is that it is shared and they buy
alcohol with it and that is all it does. So, it is a complete
deterrent to development. And I would like you to may
be look into that, it should rather be equipment instead
of money.

MR LELATISITSWE: Clarification. I heard the
Honourable Member saying that the Minister could
consider some crash courses, I wanted to know if you
are aware of Target 20 000?
MR KGOROBA: You know when I talk about
consultants, I am not talking about the Form threes,
Target 20 000 mainly has got people who ended up
in Form three and the form five leavers. I am talking
about graduates who are roaming the streets, who
could be used in the vast areas of the country to help
as consultants for people who are interested in applying
not only for Youth Grants but even for the Citizen
Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA) and
many other available programs. Maybe take that into
consideration so that it could ease the challenge of a
lot of people who have challenges in terms of initiating
applications and entering into some business ventures.
Sports development; I know you mean well when it
comes to sports development. But starting with you, a
lot of high ranking members of your Ministry, Sports
Council and all that are always travelling around the
world. I am sure some of the travel is for benchmarking,
and I wonder whether you really go out to benchmark or
you go for shopping, or it is just for the pleasure of saying
‘I am going to Amsterdam, I am going to New York’
because you do not come back to implement that which
can prove to us that you really did go and benchmark.
The way sports development is being carried out in
this country I will compare it to building, a house like
this. You can never start building a House at window
level; you have to start with the foundation. But we are
always going around in circles and avoiding going to
the foundation. For instance, I went to attend athletics
competitions two weeks back in Mogoditshane, where
a number of schools had converged at Mogoditshane
Senior School. You know I was really touched, how are
we going to develop when in this day and age, you have
schools kids competing barefooted! And I think our
country can afford some of these things.
When I look at some of our expenditures, I will take for
instance Constituency Tournament, you are giving people
money, come to my constituency not any constituency,
come to Mogoditshane and just see how that money has
been invested. Constituency tournaments have been
on for more than six-seven years I believe; I stand to
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The other thing when you talk of development is that
frequency and regularity is very important. For instance,
just to give an example with football, we cannot say
we have a youth development that is seasonal or that
comes once a month or once in two months for us to
really embark on a serious development programme.
We must come up with a system whereby these youths
or these kids will be engaged on a weekly basis, three/
four days in a week, they should be on training once
every week or at least thrice in a month if they should be
engaging in some kind of competition. Because without
regular engagement, without regular competition, there
is absolutely no development that can take place or that
can bring results. That is where we should focus. That is
why I am saying I do not know what your benchmarking
teaches you when you are in and out of the country
because I do not see the fruits of that. Thank you.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Mr Chairman…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...murmurs...
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Chairman. I
get more opportunities to debate because I spend time
in the House. I would like to thank Honourable Olopeng
for the request that he has placed before us regarding
his Ministry.
First and foremost I should declare that I support
your request and thank you for the good job that you
are doing. You come up with new initiatives and you
fight with everything you have to ensure that you that
the youth forward. Just the other day you called youth
and Batswana in general who are in the fashion design
business and I believe that it was very encouraging to
the youth and it will create a market for them when it
comes to fashion retailers in the country.
As I commend you Honourable Minister I should
indicate that recently we had an issue in Shoshong where
the youth mentor in the village was transferred, but
there was no alternative plan in place with regard to who

Monday 14thMarch, 2016

will be replacing her and the youth did not know where
to find the help they needed. Youth from villages as far
as Mokgenene, Poloka, Otse and Moralane were now
forced to get assistance from Mahalapye with regard
to the help they used to get in Shoshong. Honourable
Minister that really disappointed us and it somehow
drew back the youth development programmes. You
should look into this matter as soon as possible and
try to correct it because most of the things I have
been commending you for here, which you are doing
diligently, now it is almost like there has been a draw
back as a result of not having a Youth Officer in our
constituency.
When addressing that issue, consider the vastness of
the constituency. If I may give an example with the
constituency I am representing, it is 10 500 square
kilometres. On the western side, we share a boundary
with Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR), we are
close to the CKGR. That would mean if there is only
one Youth Officer, he or she has to start at Dibete and
end that side near CKGR; and in a way we would be
disabling that officer to perform optimally because the
area they would have to cover is very vast.
I hope that in our endeavour to support the youth, we
tell the youth that there are many programmes which
they could subscribe to in our country. We have to stress
this point that there are programmes for youth, and there
are programmes for Batswana in general. It means the
youth can benefit from the programmes tailor made for
Batswana in general and over and above that benefit from
the youth programmes as well. If that young person is
a woman, you will discover that there are programmes
specifically made for women. Now it would mean that a
young female can benefit from that programme as well.
We have to work together in advising the youth and
informing them that although their challenges are many,
they are in a better position because they managed to
acquire some form of education. Some of them have
science qualifications; they have a variety of skills, but
most importantly, there are programmes which they
can subscribe to and be able to make a living. I wish
we could work jointly on this one, that as we are here
advocating for them, we need to join forces. I always
advocate for those in my constituency. I wish we could
also combine forces in reminding them that they have
more opportunities than other sectors of our economy.
Therefore, they must take a leading role so that they
would be able to assist us with moving our country
forward.
I am grateful for the improvement which you have
managed to achieve in the sports sector, as you have
been citing examples of our sports stars that did well in
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international competitions. I agree with you, I commend
you as well; I commend all the sports people who have
flown our country flag very high.
In these efforts Honourable Minister, consider sports
in villages. If I could give you an example, in my
constituency, we do not have any grounds on which
teams can play even if one of our teams could be
elevated to First Division or Premier League. We
have teams like Matsubutsubu in Shoshong, Money
Machine in Kalamare, but we do not have play grounds.
Therefore when you consider building stadia, consider
reducing the sizes of the stadia. Rather than building a
big stadium in Tutume, and then end up not having it
filled to capacity and being utilised fully; rather ensure
that those funds are shared and used to build small
stadia; one should be in Shoshong there, the other one in
Radisele that side, and so forth. I think that is something
that can help in terms of uplifting sport in our country.
I also wish you could find a way of collaborating with
Honourable Dow with regards to the sports which are
being done in schools; the grounds which at the end
of the day we want to use to promote or uplift sport
in our country; because we are aspiring for that type
of education whereby people would grow as strong
athletes, we should ensure that such facilities are there
in schools. This would be something that you would of
course do jointly with Honourable Unity Dow.
You pointed out that the constituency tournaments are
progressing very well. I agree with you that it is indeed
progressing well, but it has its own challenges. There are
delays at times in terms of paying our teams. These are
some of the challenges that we are facing. I am kindly
requesting you to look into this matter.
In various places, the youth have used these constituency
tournaments to benefit them. In some places they used
the funds to venture into business. I want to encourage
you to speed up payments because these young people
would have grouped themselves; what else could be
done to assist them in terms of improving their lives
as a group. For example; if it is a volleyball team in
Mmutlane village, let them be encouraged not to focus
on volleyball alone, they should be encouraged to group
themselves and become a business cooperative. During
the day they would be working in their cooperative
because they would now be used to working together as
a team. It would then call for us to bring in business skills
training, so that they can now combine both sports and
business. As I have already pointed out, during the day
they would be self-employed in their own enterprise; in
the afternoon they would then go for training. Maybe
later in the early evening they would go for lessons,
Hansard No 182

19

Monday 14thMarch, 2016

ORGANISATION 2200 – MINISTRY OF YOUTH,
SPORT AND CULTURE - Committee of Supply

encouraging one another to enrol for distance education
learning, working together with Honourable Dow’s
department called Botswana College of Distance and
Open Learning (BOCODOL).With that I believe we
would be addressing the idle time of a young person,
keeping them busy the whole day. These should be one
of the things you are reviewing Honourable Minister.

opportunity for young people together. I just wish
to lend my support for these to be energised in the
modernisation particularly with MICT capability.

The last point that I want to conclude with is the youth
volunteer scheme. They are expected to volunteer and
in turn be assisted with some resources; I am saying
this one should also be encouraged. I know there are
those who are already volunteering; this is something
which can really help. Let us see how we can encourage
it so that it can assist in the programmes found in our
country. Thank you.
HIS HONOUR THE VICE PRESIDENT (MR
MASISI): Thank you very much Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson, I want to begin by stating from
the outset that I give my total support to the Minister
in his request for this budgetary allocation, but let me
point out a few things Madam Chairperson, obviously
representing the people of Moshupa-Manyana whose
football teams surpass in complexity and success those
of Kanye, Honourable Kesupile. Therefore we like to
lay a claim to being first in need of a stadium before
you consider Honourable Kesupile, if we are to go by
performance. Madam Chairperson, I think we should
draw lessons from the logic of school mapping. When
schools are mapped and they are designed, they have
places for play and exercise and that is in every town
and every village. The assumption must therefore be
made and understood that at some point those at school
will leave school. Why do we not have compensating
play places for those out of school?
I think Minister you must be urged to have a word or
two with Minister of Lands and Housing so that going
forward you do these things in tandem. This is not only in
my constituency, I know in the constituencies of many of
my colleagues, there is a very dire need for play grounds
that are properly designated to allow young people to
play and exercise. I am impressed Madam Chairperson,
by the very deliberate, determined effort to develop and
take advantage of our youth dividend like never before.
There are programmes, there are budgetary allocations,
there is a Ministry in full flux that is dedicated at young
people and that we must commend going forward.
In the Arts and Culture, we have the Presidential
initiatives that go on, and they were never there. I
applaud you for that. Young bodies needs to be kept
busy, engaged, healthy and strong.
The Library and Information Systems that are
being developed in our libraries provide for optimal
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Madam Chairperson, I support all the developments that
are being put in place for sport development particularly
when you take account of the lifespan of persons and
what stimulation is needed for what age. But I want
to point out something here which may be a cursory
observation that I have made. Prior to the development
of a Ministry or a dedicated set of programmes for these
young persons, it was common knowledge in Botswana
that there were certain areas which seemed to bare
competitive advantage over others. There were people
who excelled in certain areas.
If you look at the Maboane area; it had a great number
of athletes for a long time, the high lands in Kanye, great
opportunity for training le bo Polokwe. Some of our best
middle distance runners who were discovered in the
mines came from particular areas in Botswana. I wish
you would invest more money in research Honourable
Minister. When you plan NDP 11 programmes, you have
to spend money to investigate this more empirically.
What makes people perform? You have to get into
indigenous knowledge and indigenous food stuffs.
I know Honourable Kgoroba has been trying to drink
some liquid to make him perform a little better, but you
might also want to investigate it. It might…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Monepenepe?
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
I would like you to ask the Honourable VP to withdraw
because I do not know what enhancement meant. When
that remark was made in Parliament a few weeks back,
it was imputed that I drink Monepenepe when I do not.
Monepenepe is something that is used to boost ones
libido. So I was drinking tea.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Are you really drinking
something?
MR KGOROBA: No, he is referring to a past event
that took place here in Parliament some weeks back.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, Honourable VP do
not provoke Honourable Member. He said that he was
just taking tea.
MR MASISI: No, Madam Speaker this is my brother
from another mother. There was no imputation of
anything to do with enhancement which he was thinking
of. I was just talking about tea. He is my friend, but
I withdraw if you took offense. I was talking about
athletic prowess, but I completely withdraw, no offense
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was intended. But I also wanted to get his attention
Madam Chairperson and clearly I did. So I know …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MASISI: No …. (Laughter!)… Well you need to
bring Mr Mokaila to order Madam Chairperson. Now
moving along I also wanted to point out that I want to
encourage Honourable Minister as he takes the monies
that we are going to clearly give him, to make sure that the
initiatives that have been started from the good faith that
they were started, that they are adequately supervised. I
am afraid sometimes in my own constituency, I develop
a very strong feeling that there is a very strong lazier
affair attitude adopted by those who are responsible for
managing particularly the YDF.
There is inadequacy in the background check,
the feasibility, the steadiness and readiness of the
applicants. Sometimes funding is not done adequately;
you get people who do not deserve as much as others
surely from the perspective of the quality of the project
and the passion behind it and the commitment of the
persons and you get others who are not ready getting the
resources and because they are not as committed, they
reduce the chances of paying back the loan.
I want us to deliberately reward motivation through
ideas. I want the Honourable Minister to ensure that
through the monitoring that you put in, this links into
other government policies such as that of EDD. There
is no use of funding all these young persons who for
example might be buying chicken layers and there are
no eggs; there is no off take for the eggs. We cannot
throw money at problems.
I want the Honourable Minister to urge the Minister
of Lands and Housing and the Minister of Trade and
Industry to be flexible to the emerging population
dynamics. Botswana is not getting any bigger, the
population is growing. It is the recipe of how we play
with business in Botswana that matters and for us to
ignite an entrepreneurial spirit. We need to amend our
laws. First take a cue from the excitement and activity
that was drawn from changing our policy to do with
small fields, when we allowed for integrated farming.
Suddenly we had a burst of activity and entrepreneurship
and let us do that with small trading. Let us do that with
YDF programmes. Let us not be too dogmatic and too
prescriptive. Let us relax a few of our provisions, let us
streamline them and be bold in tandem with our ESP.
Our young people in Botswana; youthful people, also
going forward Mr Minister, we also need an ESP for
them. I stand ready to support it, and you can be rest
assured that this government will support it. We will
support young persons, we are here for them, and we
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are their best representatives in this House. So I urge my
colleagues to also come on board and ensure that young
people everywhere in Botswana have an opportunity
where the sun will also shine for them. I thank you.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Since the Minister’s request
coincides with 50 years of Independence, I must point
out that when we celebrated 20 years of Independence,
there were dreams and things that were established by
then. Therefore, we should also see his dreams and see
some things established. There were netball courts by
then which are used up to now. By this time around we
need more.
There were visions that there will be stadia in different
areas. Attempts were made at such visions. They
materialised in Francistown, Serowe and Masunga.
They failed to come to pass at Kanye. I do not understand
what the problem was in that case. It is upon you to also
dream like others did back then and made their dreams
come true. Right now we are celebrating 50 years but
there is no stadium at Kanye. That is not right. Minister,
it means you should pull up your socks.
There was a vision of having a park which was popularly
known as Tsholofelo Park. Although there are some
who cursed it by saying the bones of someone were
buried there and this has contributed or caused lack of
rainfall. There were parks established around Gaborone.
Gaborone still has a shortage of parks though it is a city.
Tennis courts; there was an idea of having tennis courts.
That vision never materialised. Right now you should
concentrate on ensuring that Notwane Tennis Court is
extended because we are celebrating 50 years. Make sure
that we have tennis courts in Gaborone. You should also
visit the tennis court in Kanye Education Centre which
is unkempt and see what can be done. The Ministry of
Education does not allow the public to use it.
You should sternly deal with these Ministries;
Education, Local Government and Rural Development
and Health because these ministries are defeating the
objectives of your ministry. You cannot manage to have
community gyms while clinics and Local Government
and Rural Development do not do so. Where are their
parks? Education and Skills Development are selfishly
keeping school grounds and say they should only be
used by students. That is why the local teams do not
assist the schools because the schools do not help them
either. Cooperation should be developed and be visible
because we are celebrating 50 years of independence.
Minister, I want you to know that we want a share of
funds to celebrate this year’s Independence from your
Hansard No 182
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Budget. For you to have failed to disclose how much
you will allocate each district, I suspect that after we
approve as it looks like a done deal, you are going to
focus on Gaborone only . Only a morsel will be given
to districts as opposed to what we were hoping for.
I am against an idea I heard that while we will be in
Gaborone, congregating in Gaborone to commemorate
independence, rumour has it that you will throw a
celebration of this magnitude in Francistown. I do not
think that is right. Let others celebrate on certain days
before the big event.

with the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Board
(PPADB) for the youth to pay half prizes and for them
to buy tenders with half prizes, is a good initiative.
Honourable Minister, I want us to talk about Youth Sports
development. It is important for us to launch a sports
commission because this rift between the government
and teachers has taken sporting activities aback. I think
that the commission will help since teachers have left a
gap in the sporting activities. During our time, we knew
that sports was an activity which was highly ranked.
I had thought that the commission would bring in the
aspect of coaches in schools, when it was launched.
Every school has a pitch and the ministry cold start off
my piloting with a few coaches there and there, maybe
for netball and football for starters. Those who have a
multi-task of skills could be sent out to other parts of the
country. They could use the already existing grounds to
train students so that they form part of the ones whom
you have mentioned on how they excel in sports.

Commemoration of Independence is a big event that
should be held in the capital city and should gather us
as a nation while we have prepared for the big day in
our areas. It will be embarrassing to celebrate 50 years
anniversary without a national dance theatre. There is
no national theatre for a multiplicity of events, even
a national orchestra. Minister, it will be wrong to
celebrate 50 years anniversary of independence without
these things.
Now let me say, let us hear your vision. We should not
only hear that we should wear party uniform with…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter)…
MR KESUPILE: Pardon me Madam Chairperson.
We should not be told to wear Botswana colours only
on Friday. Let us hear new visions like, what kind of
Botswana will the children born in the next 50 years
be like. What is happening is that our dreams are about
to come to an end, therefore there is need for new
dreams which will lay a foundation for those who will
be born in the next 50 years. Right now the country is
not celebrating an overflow of new ideas. Thus said
Minister, press on and work hard, be awarded the funds
and the ideas should overflow so that we may have
something to celebrate. Thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Minister, let me first of all indicate
that I support you on your budget proposal. In short,
Honourable Minister, let me applaud you for the points
that you have presented and all the programmes that
you have put forth. These are programs geared towards
assisting the youth. We have to understand that this is a
country which we have so many youth and therefore it
is important for your Ministry to be given enough funds
and even more than what you have requested. You have
shown that the youth have challenges including business
spaces because rentals are high in the already existing
structures. They do not stand a chance with the already
existing business people. You are trying your level
best to assist them. The fact that you have negotiated
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This is a concern because we are starting it at an upper
stage but when we could start them from primary school
level and be taken through like we used to, the time it was
easy and compulsory for teachers to assist in sporting
activities. I do believe that we could review this matter.
Moving along with your proposal Honourable Minister
since I do not have time, you are requesting for funds
under sports infrastructure. Honourable Minister, I am
representing Boteti East and way before the Masunga
Sporting complex was constructed; which is now a
white elephant, it had already proved that most of the
sports people we have are from Letlhakane Senior
Secondary School, we take netball, football and softball.
This showed that that region…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR LELATISITSWE: I do not know where Nkaigwa
is coming from. Maybe he was one of those who offered
support, if at all he was a sports person. This came as
a fact that Debswana mine in Boteti, recognises sports
and values it. It trains children from primary school
level till secondary school level, they value sports.
Currently students no longer value sports, especially
those at Letlhakane Senior School, the school could be
the school of excellence, we could be seeing this school
excelling in sports and nurturing the talent from Orapa
and Letlhakane schools. Within Letlhakane village,
the sporting complex has long been in the development
plan. I have said that the physical planning personnel
have selected an area where the stadium should be
built. When I look under sports development, there are
ten community sports fields which you identified for
development, I therefore request that let one of those be
built in Letlhakane because we have talent from there and
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the sports people I am talking about are even listed in the
Botswana Sports commission. They know that when we
talk of sports we mean business there. I do believe that
if the Debswana mine continues to support the softball
teams such as Carets and others, then we could have
more teams coming up. Since Letlhakane is surrounded
by mines, there is a lot of juvenile delinquency and as
such we need a youth centre. It was once mentioned
in one of the development plans but up to now we are
still here. These are some of the things which need to
be attended to, even in the next budget session, they
should be considered and know that they are important
Honourable Minister. Honourable Minister, villages
need National Libraries for the communities to read
and develop themselves. Villages such as Mmatshumo
and Mosu and others, I do believe that it is time for
the Ministry to consider taking a library there. It could
be placed in one of the schools there, or in any of the
government offices there.
There is not much to say Honourable Minister. I just
want to applaud the already existing sports commission
in your Ministry, let it try and develop the sports in
schools especially that the Ministry of Education and
Skills Development has a challenge with teachers
when it comes to sports. When we talk of constituency
tournaments, this is a welcome development and
therefore should continue to be maintained and
developed. Let these teams be supplied with balls since
they are registered teams and have their play regulations
as well. If we could help them, maybe we could also
develop sports in our constituencies. I thank you and
support your Budget proposal.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me
also comment on the issue presented before us by the
Honourable Minister of Youth, Sport and Culture.
We should understand that like I always say that in
Botswana we do not have a direct threat, the only threat
which we are facing in this particular country is our
youth. At any given time, if you have an educated youth
which is idling unemployed…
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of procedure.
Thank you Mr Chairperson. There are Members who
in most cases are not satisfied by the decisions that the
Chairperson has taken especially Honourable Salakae.
Is that allowed in this House?
MR CHAIRPERSON: No Sir. But there people who
will always complain, such people should be given the
chance to express themselves.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Chairperson. An idle youth, educated for that matter, is
very dangerous. So it is quite important for this country
to see what can be done. Studies have shown that even
in those countries like Egypt where you have a lot of
educated youth, unemployed and they are able to use
today’s communication, that is very, very dangerous.
So it is important for this House to look at this issue
seriously and come up with ways on how to make sure
that our youth do have something to do or engage in
something productive, something that will help them to
be able to assist each other or to develop themselves and
ultimately to see this country being fully developed.
The young people who are unemployed can be a
recruitment platform for terrorists. They can recruit
them and use them for their own good, which is what we
should know. We have to be serious on that more so that
our country has got moderate communication system
networks where communication through platforms such
as Facebook is accessible. Today as we speak right now,
most of our youth do have a cellphone and that is quite
dangerous, we should know that.
We should also know that if you do not actually try and
engage them, drug lords will make use of them. Those
are the things that you should think about and make
sure that they do not happen to them. I should say to
you Honourable Minister that some of the programmes
which you have introduced and we have talked about
here, appear to be very, very good but the problem is
implementation. Implementation has some challenges
in that your personnel to some extent do not understand
the progammes themselves including the fact that
sometimes you find that they are thin on the ground.
So unemployed youth who do not have money have
to travel some distances to go and access them. Let us
make sure that we bring these services closer to the
youth who are unemployed.
Today when you talk about the youth in Mmankgodi,
they have to get a bus or a combi all the way to come
to Gaborone and when they get to the station, they have
to get a taxi but they do not have that amount of money.
So, I am requesting you to try and move the services
closer to the clients because that way they will be able
to reap some benefits.
Let me say that education is quite important. Knowledge
is power. It is upon us as the leaders to ensure that, that
knowledge is there for our youth, our future Botswana.
That is why the issue of libraries should not be left only
to those people who are giving us aid. The Government
should take responsibility for building libraries. If we
want to actually see our children going out and work
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in other countries then we should not just leave the
construction of libraries or building of libraries to
organisations that are giving us aid. The Government
should take the initiative and I think your Ministry is
rightfully placed to do that…

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Mr
Chairperson. The last comment which I would just like
to over emphasize Honourable Minister is the issue
of land for the youth. Our youth cannot do anything
because of the issue of land. I can see that even in
your speech you mentioned it but can we double our
efforts in making sure that there is land available for the
youth. This is quite simple, like in my area in Gabane,
we have got a lot of land for the youth, any time you
can go and talk to Honourable Maele and we are free to
give you our fields there provided you do compensate
us accordingly. We are free, and please just come to us
and say that you need land for the youth and they are
supposed to be given priority more especially those who
are coming from the very location where land was taken.
I know that when I talked to you privately, you agreed
with me, and said we should give the youth a priority
more especially when they come from an area where the
land was already taken. When you stand and respond,
I want you to really emphasise that, start with GabaneMmankgodi, and talk to Mr Maele to start soon after
servicing the land. The youth in Mmankgodi, Gabane
and Metsimotlhabe should be assisted because some of
them have very good businesses.

MR MAKGALEMELE: On a point of clarification.
Before the Honourable Member moves from this point,
is the Honourable Member saying government is not
building libraries or doing any additional efforts by
appealing to the private sectors and donors for more
libraries?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I am saying Government
should take the lead in the construction of libraries, that is
a statement, simple like that Honourable Makgalemele.
The other issue is we need a healthy nation and I think
the Government should take it upon itself to construct
mini gyms in most of the areas so that these youngsters if
they do not have anything else to do, they can at least go
to the gym and relax. We need mini gyms and if you can
budget for that because I can see the amount of money
that sometimes you use in other projects which we do
not benefit much from. We can go a long way if you
just have about P200 000 per village and construct one
in Gabane, one in Mmankgodi, one in Tsolamosese and
one in Metsimotlhabe I think you can afford that and cut
down on the per diem which people waste around. This
will go a long way; so let us have that mood of actually
building gyms.
I remember that we did the mini stadiums. I am still
appealing to you Honourable Minister that if you can
have a mini stadium in Gabane-Mmankgodi constituency
around Tsolamosese area, it will also benefit the city
of Gaborone. People will go there because there is no
land here but we do have land there, I can promise you.
We have land ready for that mini stadium. So can you
just make a commitment when you stand there and
respond to this like you did in the Kgotla meeting which
you held there in Gabane and promised us that mini
stadium. It is not only for Gabane but also for the area
and its surroundings such as Mogoditshane, Kanye and
Moshupa. So do welcome that. It is just in the center.
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): On a
point of order. Thank you Mr Chairman. This House
is at risk of being out of order. This Member is not
responsible for the Moshupa constituency, tell him to
keep quiet.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mokgware, the
Leader of the House is saying that you have not been
voted for the Moshupa constituency, so talk about your
constituency.
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I would also urge your office to come up with a booklet
which will give a detailed brief of all your programmes
because they are confusing. People are confused, such
that even the youth when they get to your office, you will
find the information provided about the programmes is
not enough. So, if you can just have a small booklet
which you can distribute to guide people; they can read
for themselves about all these programmes. You can
also give out contact details of officers who understand
those programmes.
My last concern Honourable Minister is that people
are not paid on time after these competitions. Can you
please make sure that the payments are sorted out on
time. It is not good for youth to be waiting for 2 years to
be paid. Thank you.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLAO): I thank
you Mr Chairman, I have mentioned that I support the
Minister in his budget. I would start by encouraging the
youth to participate in sports at a younger age. In the past
two to three years we talked about schools of excellence
and it was agreed that some students will be admitted in
special schools considering their performance in sports;
either athletics, volleyball or others. It is like we are not
serious about that arrangement Minister. Even in your
report I do not see anything that you have put up as a
Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture to make sure that
these schools are indeed used to produce good sports
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personalities. We should prepare another batch so that
when the ones who are currently winning medals out
there retire, we would be able to send others to compete.
That is one thing that we should be investing on working
hand in hand with the Ministry of Education to promote
these schools of excellence. The aim was for us to do
the same thing in every school but if we are not going
to do as planned we are the ones who are going to suffer
because at the end of the day we would have no one to
present us if the likes of Nijel Amos retire.
Minister we need to renovate our stadiums as it will
encourage us to work even harder. I trust that the
residents of Mathangwane wrote a letter to you indicating
that they have a plot and gave you a permission to do
whatever you want to do with it. It is surprising that you
are just quite about it; there is no response or rejection
of some sort from you…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOLAO: Just like Honourable Makgalemele was
saying, sometimes we do not need big stadiums like this
one we have in Gaborone or Masunga. We just have to
build mini ones that are easy to maintain. We should do
this in areas that are far away from the towns…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of clarification.
MR MOLAO: … These are the things that can assist us
to improve our entertainment facilities. The residents of
Mathangwane are waiting for your response, they want
to know if you accept their proposal or they should take
it to a different person…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Give him the chance so
that we hear what he wants.
MR MOLAO: I should yield for whom?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Salakae.
MR MOLAO: Do you want Honourable Member?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Have you finished debating
Honourable Member?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Say clarification.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Murmurs.
MR MOLAO: Mr Chairperson, it is not only in
Mathangwane…
MR SALAKAE: Clarification. You are doing well I
just wanted you to clarify something for me. I have been
listening to you inviting the Minister to come and see
a plot in Mathangwane but when I look at the budget,
sports and recreation is P0.00 for both recurrent and
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development. Nothing has been given to the Minister
under the development and recurrent budget therefore
there is nothing that you have been requesting that he
can give you. Maybe you can clarify that part.
MR MOLAO: The Minister can answer for himself,
so I was saying still in my constituency in Borolong,
a brigade was supposed to be built there. Buildings
were constructed by the Ministry of Education and
they later wrote to us saying they are no longer going
to use the buildings for brigade purposes. They gave the
Ministry of Youth the permission to use the area as a
youth recreation centre. This is almost the fourth year
since we had these buildings; they are now getting old
because people are now taking away things from them
that could be resourceful to your Ministry. That is one
of the concerns that we have brought to your office so
that you look into them. Every time when I hold a kgotla
meeting, the people of Borolong ask me about this. This
is one of the facilities that we want you to tell us if you
are planning to use them or not. Maybe we could find
something that we can use this facility for but I thought
we could use it as a youth recreation centre.
I request that if you decide to send one of your officers
back to that area, you should make sure that you provide
services for him more specially transport. He sometimes
failed to provide services to the youth because of lack
of transport. With lack of transport they are unable to
go around addressing the youth and this result in the
backlog of youth programmes; consequently there will
be loss of confidence in your Ministry. The Internship
Programme is a great initiative that I think should be
sustained but there are talks going around especially
in the private sector that they have found cheap labour.
Even when there are posts and opportunities to hire, they
do not because they would rather use the interns, who
are cheap labour. We should keep an eye on this and
ascertain whether we are on the right track because we do
not want the youth to start thinking that we neglect them
and do not treat them the way a responsible government
would. We need to treat them just so that when they train
for jobs, if possible they end up being hired so that they
do not feel like they are being exploited.
Lastly, sports tournaments and arts competitions
are events that the youth have embraced in different
constituencies. Even those that criticise them know quite
that they are effective in their constituencies. We need
to look into the issue of delayed payments Honourable
Minister; even in my constituency we have a backlog
of two years. You need to look into this matter. We are
building a library in Marobela, we need your help.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Time up.
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MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): Thank you Mr
Chairperson, I would like to take this opportunity to
support Honourable Minister’s request; even if you
requested for more money than you did, I would still
have supported you. You are a hardworking man; I
even overheard some people in my constituency talking
about you saying ‘hey! That man is such a hard worker’.
I would like to commend you for that and advise you
keep it up and never lose that momentum.

DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. I would like to start off by supporting
Honourable Minister’s request. I have observed that he
is an Honourable Minister that interacts a lot with the
youth. I will start off by praising you but when looking
back to what I said, I do not want the focus to be on the
praising. You interact a lot with the youth and I heard
that you were recently a DJ at a youth entertainment
event and you had fun with them. I also remember that
when His Excellency the President was explaining
about the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), you
were one of the Honourable Members who went around
encouraging the youth to form companies because there
is going to be lot of money going into this programme
and they should make use of it; I even joined in to
encourage them too.

I would like to state that it takes a long time for the youth
in my constituency to get services. When they go and
seek assistance they are not helped properly, they are
rather sent round aimlessly. They are unable to acquire
plots and the excuse is usually ‘we are still making
preparations’. They end up coming to us for help and
we are unable to help them, the only thing we could do
is to call Land Board to try and find out when they will
assist them. I think if we could find big plots in different
constituencies and divide the youth into groups of five
and get them to venture into business together that can
yield some results. If the youth came together rather
than doing solo businesses, this could benefit them. I
think you need to look into this Honourable Member.
We would like the initiative that you have come up
with in Gaborone and Francistown of outdoor gyms
to be extended to Maun. Provide us with at least two
outdoor gyms so that the youth are able to exercise and
spend less time drinking alcohol. This would help us
Honourable Minister.
Constituency tournaments are highly praised in my
constituency, the only problem is they are paid late and
as Members of Parliament they expect us to help them
with transport money whilst they make follow up on
this matter. This financially affects us, especially in my
constituency. I think we should speed up and try to give
them what they want.
Let me give you a suggestion from the Ngamiland
constituency as a whole and let us see if you will take
it into consideration; we would like to have a stadium
in the Ngamiland District. We are not saying we want
it immediately, take your time and think about it. If we
could have a big, beautiful stadium that is good enough
to host teams like Liverpool and Manchester United in
the Ngamiland District, we could invite them and this
could be good for Tourism. Our tourism also needs to
be developed. Take your time Honourable Member and
look into this suggestion. It can really help increase our
country’s economy post diamond phase. This can only
be achieved by attracting these foreigners to visit the
Ngamiland. That is all. Thank you.
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Honourable Member, you have promised the youth that
as the ESP is approaching, they should get ready and
they are ready. Make sure all the promises materialise
and benefit them so that they do not lose faith and trust
in you. Paragraph two of your presentation states that
a large population of Botswana consists of the youth,
which is in accord with the issue that Honourable
Minister of Finance said about the youth about
demographic dividend. I did commend the Minister for
that and it should just not be empty words.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your phone is disturbing us.
DR MMATLI: I mentioned that the Minister should
not fear investing on the youth and we should not say
empty promises where we promise them that we are
going to invest on them and we do not. Paragraph 9 of
this presentation states that the youth have been affected
by unemployment and poverty and that is true but it
is not clear how the situation will be resolved. There
are programmes that mentioned that will ensure that
the economy is in the hands of the youth to ensure that
they create jobs. The program that we know of is the
Youth Development Fund (YDF) that we have been
encouraging the youth to take up. They are telling us
that they feel discouraged and I want to encourage
the Minister to look into why they discouraged. It is
an issue that I hear every time during Kgotla meetings
in Molepolole. They are placed on waiting lists and at
times they have even wondered if funds have not run
out. I am not criticising you Honourable Minister but I
am saying that you should pay attention to this things.
The other things I noticed is that for those who managed
to get assistance their businesses never manage to stay
afloat. Try and establish why the youth businesses fail
Honourable Minister. Is there a need for mentoring,
monitoring or even do our programs just run without
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any evaluation to establish the gaps. Try and investigate
to find out where the problem is because most of them
cannot access help. The other issue that the youth have
is a problem of land shortage and they do not have
where they can conduct their businesses. Even if one
qualifies they are required to show where they are going
to be conducting their business and you will then find
that they do not have land. I suggest you look into this
issue and work with those who deal with land issues so
that the youth can be given priority so that they can get
to do their businesses. If you can do that Honourable
Minister we will see the numbers of youth who work
Ipelegeng declining.
Currently most youth are found working for Ipelegeng
and yet you are trying to get them away from it. Most of
the youth who have graduated from tertiary schools are
now at home yet you are trying. This therefore means
that you should look into these programs to establish
if indeed they are working to remove the youth form
the poverty that you are talking about. The Minister of
Finance and development planning mentioned that 15
per cent has been reserved for small projects especially
for youth who possess technical skills. That 15 per cent
is too little and why do we not increase it to 30 per cent
for small scale projects then 20 percent for medium
scale projects? Look into this issue and increase
the percentage of the youth who benefit from the
government programmes. We know that the government
is the only one that allocates the budget and so if it is too
little then it means they will not grow. National Fitness
Programme; Honourable Minister fitness is something
very important when it comes to the youth. Exercising
the body and the mind places them at an advantage of
coming out as successful people. This should not just
be writings and we should see it happening in our areas
especially villages like Molepolole. The way the plans
are I do not see these villages as youth friendly. The
villages continue to grow but you can never see any
land set aside as grounds for youth and I agree with the
Members who said that if such grounds can be provided
then there is no need for stadiums. Ever village should
have a place where youth can play so that when they
eventually get to play in a stadium then they would
have trained where they stay. Villages continue to grow
but there is no provision for community centres, there
is nothing happening, only plots are being allocated.
I not that you are not responsible for allocating plots
but there should be coordination between Government
Departments and Government Ministries to establish
where the youth can be catered for. I think that is the
way it should be done otherwise we shall keep saying
that there are no grounds for the youth to train on when
it is actually an issue of coordination.
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Constituency League; the Honourable Members are
telling the truth and I am even surprised, I thought the
issues raised only happen in my area. In Molepolole
youth play until we get into second cycle...
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI):
Correction. No, I will be brief. We do not call it
Constituency League, it is the Constituency Tournament.
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Vice President.
Constituency Tournament; the youth play well into the
second cycle whilst they have not been paid and I have
realised that it is the whole country which is affected. I
request that the Minister look into this issue. Honourable
Minster we are trying to build the youth who can make
decisions and I heard you say that you have chosen 11
youth to lead the Botswana National Youth Council
(BNYC). By having chosen them you took away the
ability for them to develop into responsible citizens,
who can take decisions and who are responsible. You
should pay attention to that issue because it reduces
the youth to the point where it appears like they are not
ready to make decisions.
I would like to now talk about the Internship Programme.
I agree that the program provides opportunity for
exploitation. Youth are being exploited, because they
are no longer absorbed into work, they use…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Time up!
MR MZWINILA (MMADINARE): Thank you
Honourable Chairperson. I would like to start off by also
voicing my support for the Honourable Minister and his
budget proposal. Albeit the problem with the budget
proposal Honourable Minister is that it is lacking in the
financial aspects. It is very low looking at the challenges
your Ministry is facing and the challenges our Youth are
facing. It is an extremely low budget given the number
of challenges and the importance or the pivotal role your
Ministry has in terms of youth development and youth
empowerment in our nation.
I would like to comment on the issue of how you get
youth programmes to the rural areas; those of us in
rural constituencies we have a challenge. We have a
challenge in the sense that sometimes there is lack of
coordination of youth activities in our constituencies.
Like for example in my constituency; we did not have
a Youth Officer until last year. The Youth Officer came
and then was removed or transferred.
So, we are a large constituency with around 40 000
people and we do not have a Youth Officer. I think
that this is creating a great challenge because now the
Member of Parliament’s (MP) office is now becoming
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a satellite office for youth programmes. This is because
instead of going to Selebi Phikwe or Palapye, they
come to the MP’s office for youth issues. So, I implore
you to reassess this situation of Youth Officers in
constituencies or based at constituency level because in
my constituency, almost every other day there is a youth
coming wanting assistance that should be provided by
a Youth Officer if that Youth Officer was available or
based at the constituency level.

What I mean is that if you have a system whereby you
say 70 or 75 per cent of the applicants being youth
but reserving 25 per cent or 30 per cent for non-youth
because I think some of the things which are lacking
in our youth in terms of experience and exposure and
maybe qualification or professional experience or
expertise, you can find among those who are not youth
or who have gone beyond the youth threshold.

The other issue Honourable Minister I have is just in
terms of seeking clarity or advice in terms of what the
key performance indicators for the youth programmes
are. What I mean by that is that you are doing a sterling
job Honourable Minister, you are promoting these
initiatives, incentives or incentivised programmes
for youth empowerment and job creation. Once they
get these grants or loans, are your officers doing the
necessary monitoring and evaluation? I do not know
whether that is an issue of the capacity or skills of your
officers or in terms of their ability…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Mzwinila,
we are not quorated, one Member is missing. I do not
know who sneaked out. Honourable Kablay, please call
them. Please continue Honourable Mzwinila.
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Chairperson,
as I was saying, the key performance indicators for your
programmes; how do you monitor and evaluate that
they are actually achieving what they are supposed to
be achieving because there is lack of monitoring and
evaluation that I have observed from your officers once
the youth actually receive the grants or loans.
The other issue Honourable Minister is that maybe
you need to look at the establishment of the youth
cooperatives. Most of your programmes right now
are for individual youth to apply and to apply them
individually. I think that going forward, maybe you can
raise the ceiling of the YDF to maybe P250 000 or half
a million (P500 000) of even a million pula if youth
group themselves into cooperatives. I think it will go
a long way in terms of ensuring that the economies of
scale for some of these projects because some of these
projects do not require P100 000 or P200 000, they will
require half a million or a million pula. But because of
the economies of scale, I think that if you can have a
programme that encourages youth to actually come
together and form youth cooperatives because some
of them are doing similar projects within the same
geographic area. If you have incentivised schemes for
encouraging youth cooperatives instead of only for
individuals and having higher ceilings or higher limits
and also opening up for collaboration with non-youth.
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I implore you to look at the possibility of creating youth
cooperatives and funding youth cooperatives at higher
amounts of money. For example in my constituency,
there is Mogapinyana Youth Association, they are a
youth association that if these youth cooperatives were
in existence or getting funding as youth cooperatives,
they would apply. They are mostly youth, around 75
per cent are youth but they have elder people or people
who are outside the youth threshold and they are there
because of their managerial background or managerial
competencies or professional competencies in terms of
what they are doing. I think that it will go a long way if
we have a system of ensuring that instead of just funding
youth, you also look at funding youth cooperatives for
economies of scale and for efficiency reasons.
Another suggestion I have Honourable Minister is in
terms of job creation for youth. I think you must look
at incentivising companies to hire youth. Tax incentives
for companies which have a certain proportion of
youth hired in that organisation. I understand that
there are these quotas and preference schemes that the
Government is ably implementing such as reservation
in the construction industry of 50 per cent for youth. I
think that one of the ways we can add to that is across
the board not just in construction. Incentivising youth
employment across the board by creating tax credits for
organisations which are either youth-run or have a certain
proportion of youth who are hired in that organisation
because I think that what we need to do is to affirm that
the youth are a marginalised group. We need to affirm
that youth are a group that needs preferential treatment
and by affirming that they are a preferential group and
one that needs specialised treatment, then we take
action. An affirmative action in terms of youth, I think
is something that would help because if you look at the
demographic transition model of our country, most of
our population is youth in any case. If you look at going
forward, the way we are going to develop our country,
is by empowering the most active and the productive
and the largest cohorts in the demographic transition
model of our country which is the youth. So I think
that the affirmative action in terms of youth would go
a long way in terms of creating the sustainable jobs and
ensuring that within each sector of the economy, there
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is a way in which youth based organisations and youth
based cooperatives have an avenue. And also ties in with
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) and Special
Economic Zones (SEZ). Because if you have preference
and affirmative action for youth-run organisations
and youth based cooperatives to be selectively chosen
or selectively preferred by SEZ companies or by the
biggest purchaser in the country which is Government,
we have a situation whereby youth organisations
and youth-run companies would have a leeway or an
opportunity in terms of having a market because if you
I heard you Honourable Minister, you said one of the
challenges in our country is the size of the market. But I
think that the size of the market, by import substitution,
can be enhanced by ensuring that youth cooperatives
have a larger share of goods and services which we are
currently importing. We can cut down on the imports
and by doing this; we are increasing the size of the local
market for youth-run of youth-based organisations and
companies.
Another challenge that you talked about is the lack of
business skills. I think that with the lack of business skills
as I said, the problem is individual promoters. I think
if you move towards a system of collective promoters
in a cooperative setup, with the possibility of including
those outside the youth threshold, we would come to
a better situation where managerial skills, managerial
competencies and also technical competencies can be
shared with youth in their collective arrangement. I
think that these would go a long way in terms of creating
the environment which should be conducive to youth
job creation.
The final issue I would like to just talk about is the
payment delays for the different programmes especially
the constituency tournaments in my constituency. I think
it speaks about the issue of how in rural constituencies
maybe your youth officers are lacking and the importance
of having or looking at the geographical spread of the
constituency. For example if you have a town like Selebi
Phikwe, for a youth to go to the youth office they may
be require a bus or combi fare of maybe P5.50 combi
fare to get to the youth office, but in our constituency,
if a youth has to go from Tamasane, Kgagodi, Diloro or
Tshokwe to get to the youth office, it will require maybe
P50 for a bus fare. So I implore you to look at this issue.
I thank you.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me start by accepting
the Honourable Minister’s budget proposals, the way
he has requested the funds. Let me shoot straight to
the points I believe he would understand more clearly;
I want to say that this programme of Youth, Sport

ORGANISATION 2200 – MINISTRY OF YOUTH,
SPORT AND CULTURE - Committee of Supply
and Culture is a good one and that the government
of Botswana should keep it up; it is very good. In the
running of this country the effort by government to give
youth assistance is evident but the amount of money
which is P100 000, that is allocated to young people
under Youth Development Fund (YDF) is no longer
sufficient enough to cover the costs of the project that
they wish to venture into because prices have escalated.
Therefore I propose that the amount be raised to P150
000 to help young people achieve what they want for
their businesses because it has been evident enough in
the past that they end up requesting additional funds
which affect their business negatively. Then on the
issue of youth industry which is allocated P450 000, let
us not be stringent on the prerequisite of the number
of members. Let us go back and adopt the old one of
minimum of two people just like under gender affairs.
They used to request five members but after considering
a lot of factors, they reduced to two. They always have
to get an arbitrator to reconcile them should a conflict
arise because nowadays people need to be guided by
their constitution with the relevant expertise.
So maybe we should reduce the requested number under
the youth industry such that if two young people apply
for the fund, they will be given P250 000, if they are
three it should be P350 000, four should be P450 000
and five should be P650 000. This will greatly assist
them to kick start their businesses because the requested
number is prone to conflicts among them. Furthermore,
the requested number is always hinders them from
coming together to form a business coalition.
On the issue of job creation initiative, a little is said about
it these days. You have consulted about it but it seems
like it has not reached the constituencies. I have been
around the country and its visibility is not yet efficient.
It needs to be reassessed to see if it has produced any
results so far or the hiccups that causes its inefficiency.
If I am not mistaken, I have been told that for you to
qualify for the fund, there has to be twenty of you or
maybe you need to create employment opportunities for
about twenty people. That number needs to be reduced
as well so that they can be able to attain the mission of
job creation for Batswana.
The other issue is that of Graduate Volunteer Scheme
(GVS). During its inception, you were looking at the high
rates of unemployment. These young people are given
an allowance of P600 and they are saying that before
they graduated, they were given student allowance of
P1400 but after graduation they are given lesser amount
and yet they are graduates from University of Botswana.
Now if you are going to start work with an allowance
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of P600, it does not make sense at all. This seriously
needs to be reconsidered because we are talking about
people with certain qualifications that are needed in the
industry and increase the allowance to P1400. This will
somehow motivate them to work hard because they will
be gaining experience. This is a good initiative but the
young people are faced with problems of…

nowadays young people engage in drugs after their form
five and university because of idleness. Almost 60 per
cent indulge in drugs in towns.

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
(MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification. Before the
Honourable Member talk about something else, is he
aware that this is just a volunteer scheme which young
people are at liberty to join or not join? It is just a
volunteer programme, but more emphasis is that they
must go for more sustainable job creation policies.
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Makgalemele you
are in order and I want to add that we came up with
this initiative to make it a volunteer scheme because of
financial constraints. However, if you produce 20 000
graduates and give them the option to volunteer and
stay for three years without proper jobs, it is a painful
experience. Now I am thinking that our government
should therefore increase the allowance to P1400. This
volunteering comes with the responsibility to work hard
to gain experience. Currently, if you were to see the
kind of assignments they have been given, you will find
that they are given useless tasks that are irrelevant to
their line of qualification. I am very much aware that the
intention of the government is to develop young people,
I propose that we increase their allowance to P1400.
On the issue of tendering processes, councils seem to
be sluggish on awarding tenders to young people as
prescribed by the government policies. Let us take heed
of that to ensure that young people are assisted on this
The other issue that I would like to touch on is that of
culture, sports and arts. There are people who are into
arts who entertain people but they are governed by a
policy that by 12 O’clock mid night they should be done
with their events. This time needs to be reconsidered
and extended because it has tarnished our party name
as people think it is our party that forces them to sleep.
There are those people who drink and those who prefer
being entertained and mostly we perceive them as the
noise makers. This have caused people to go outside
the country to neighbouring countries like Zambia,
Zimbabwe and South Africa just for entertainment
because locally time is not favourable. The times need
to be extended Honourable Minister and rumours have
it that you have been concerned by this as well.
I am also proposing that you request for funds from
alcohol levy to build recreational facilities because
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We used to have a program called boot camp and it
produced positive results. However we politicised the
whole thing and stopped the program which benefitted
young people because they were after their own agendas.
Let us reflect back and engage young people to get
feedback from them regarding this program. We need
to stand up for young people to assist them because we
still have hope in this government. My main qualm is
the fact that after graduation there is not job opportunity
for young people and that forces them to volunteer and
be paid P600 allowance. So we need to reconsider this
amount just so that we remain in their good books.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Clarification. How did you
come to suggest P1400 and not P2000 or P2200?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Makgalemele and
Honourable Moswaane, I fail to understand what you
are doing there.
MR MOSWAANE: I have suggested this amount
because that is basically what they have been getting
while they were students and going down to P600 is a
bit depressing if they happen to volunteer. Therefore to
avoid spending on damage control because usually it is
higher than what we are scared of spending, we should
rather increase the money to deter them from any ill
activity. I think I am answering Honourable Salakae’s
question because I believe P1400 is much better while
waiting for a proper job but even P600 is better. Even
P600 is better but we are saying, currently the cost of
boarding a taxi on a daily basis costs P600 monthly.
Therefore lunch, toiletry and other things cannot be
accommodated by such an amount. That is why I
am saying P1, 400 can be able to cover taxi fare and
other necessities, as for other stuff he or she can adopt
the university lifestyle. I believe that the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) government of which I am
part of can do better than the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC). Thank you.
MR CHAIRPERSON: The next person will speak for
six minutes.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR GOYA): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. Yes, I think I will do something in the
six minutes. Mr Chairperson, I stand to show solidarity
to Honourable Olopeng’s Committee of Supply report
although I will say the same words like Honourable
Mzwinila who earlier on mentioned that the budget that
has been allocated to this Ministry is way way too low
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but what can we do? We are living in that world where
we have to do more with the little that we have.
In most countries in the world Mr Chairperson, the
population of young people far exceeds that of adults.
Half of Botswana’s population …
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Goya, order! Hold
it right there. Honourable Mmolotsi, you have left
your seat to converse with Honourable Kgoroba. The
problem is that Honourable Kgoroba cannot speak in
low tones. Leave him alone and go back to your seat
Honourable Member.
MR GOYA: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I was just
saying that half of the Botswana’s population is under 23
years and this on its own poses serious challenges. We
have a growing number of people who are unemployed
in this country especially young graduates but I am glad
that Honourable Olopeng’s Ministry is doing all that they
can to make sure that youth of this country get engaged
somehow. There are challenges within some of the
programmes, for instance, the Youth Development Fund
(YDF). There are challenges such as high rentals. I think
his Ministry need to take bold and courageous decisions
to try to address issues that are inherent within the YDF
itself, for instance high rentals. I am of the view that
Minister, you need to make some interventions by a way
of ensuring that in each and every area in the country
for instance, in Palapye where we have built a new bus
terminal, make a deliberate move to ensure that most
of the stalls within the bus terminal are taken over by
the youth so that they can run businesses within the bus
rank itself. But not only Palapye itself, we have a new
bus rank in Molepolole, we can do the same there. We
have another new bus rank in your own area in Tonota,
we can do the same there. By so doing, I think a good
number of youth will be in a position to run businesses
within these facilities.
Again Mr Minister, there is a stiff competition. Let
us do something about this stiff competition by way
of ensuring that the units or departments within
Government that procure for youth do the monitoring of
the youth programmes themselves.
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Ministry and my Ministry need to collaborate to ensure
that we assist each other. We should work together to
make sure that in our institutions in each and every
subject, at least there is that element of teaching the
learners the business skills. I think when they graduate,
they will be in a position to run their own businesses
with the necessary skills.
The other thing is lack operational space. I am glad that
you are doing something about it in terms of looking at
unused Government offices that have been abandoned
for years and renovating them. Let us make a point that
most of these are taken over by the youth. If you go
to some areas like in Palapye for instance, these offices
have been taken over by other departments, but the
youth are there renting out in places where rentals there
are just exorbitant. We could be using these facilities to
make sure that the youth run this thing.
Mr Chairperson, the other thing is the constituency
sports tournaments. I am glad that the Minister is
proposing that BNYC… Is it BN?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: BNSC.
MR GOYA: Botswana National Sports Council
(BNSC) will come in to try and assist in terms of
disbursement of funds.
I think the other thing is that we do not have qualified
administrators who are running this programme.
Why can we not talk to BNSC also to come out with
administrators who run this programme for us so that it
is done professionally? As it is right now it is just helter
skelter. I think we can do something about it.
I want to thank you Minister because we in Palapye we
take sports seriously and that is the reason why our Land
Board has allocated your Ministry 20 hectares of land.
Do something about it. I do not see it in your budget
proposal. I do not know whether you are going to do it in
the next financial year or what but please do something
because we need an integrated sport facility in Palapye.
I thank you very much.

The other thing is that, let us take a bold and courageous
decision in this 15 per cent reservation for youth to say
that we need to make sure that most young people of this
country get involved in businesses. Let us increase this
15 per cent to 45 per cent. By so doing, I would want to
believe that a lot of youth will be involved in running
businesses in this country.

MINISTER OF YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE
(MR OLOPENG): Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me
take this opportunity to thank the Honourable Members
for coming up with sound contributions and good ideas.
I want to confess, ever since I came into this Parliament,
this is my first time I benefit from a debate focused on
my ministry. It was wonderful hearing men and women
coming up with good ideas on how I can improve the
lives of the youth. Thank you Honourable Members.

The other thing is lack of business acumen (lack of
business skills). I think there is an area where your

Honourable Kgoroba, you talked about E-Development.
You came up with reasons that we should try to
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simplify the regulations so that the youth can be able to
engage in businesses. What I can tell you Honourable
Member is that there is a difference. We spoke with
Local Government and Rural Development, we are
in collaboration with those implementing Poverty
Eradication Programmes. There are businesses of
which it is permissible to operate them from homes
due to shortage of space where the youth can run their
businesses. All these things are dependant on what sort
of business does one intend to engage in. Say for an
example, there is a young person who wants to build a
disco hall in the space of their backyard as a means of
having accruing income, we cannot allow that because
it will be in a homestead. Honourable, I heard your
idea on operational space that we need to simplify the
regulations so that we have businesses which can be
operated from homes.

I do concur with you. As much as we need facilities,
but certain sporting codes do not need much facilities.
Football, netball, volleyball, athletics, do not need any
spectacular facilities. So we can carry on without those
super facilities.

You also said we should try by all means to come up
with cash costs to help the youth because sometimes
you find that they make business applications of which
they do not have the skills to operate. I agree with you
Honourable Member looking at that most of the youth
we are talking about are Degree holders from the
university. We are also trying to see how we can involve
them in training others and those whom we want to
award businesses.
Sports development Honourable friend of mine,
Honourable Kgoroba, I know that in some instances you
were just spicing up your debate and being provocative
by saying, maybe I just go to benchmarking meetings
for food. Honourable Member, the topic of sports
development you were debating is there in our agenda.
You would realise that there are centres of excellence such
as the ‘Re ba bona ha Programme’. We might now have
their results but those programs are there. I have had talks
with my officers to develop and uplift the issue of sports
development. I was supposed to go on a benchmarking
trip to Republic of South Africa. Sometimes when we
benchmark, we go to countries which are established
and which are developed, probably ten times our case
and from there we have to come up with facilities which
we can carry out sports development in, similar to those
which we benchmarked from. That is why you see that
our neighbour’s infrastructure is simple, what why are
focusing most on is the programme that they want.
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you for yielding
Honourable. When I talk about businesses I do not
necessarily mean to the youth only. I was talking about
businesses in general because the elderly are asking as
to why it looks like businesses are geared towards the
youth only. Let this be general and not only be geared
towards the youth only. The second one on facilities,
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MR OLOPENG: Yes sir, I do concur with you
honourable member. That is why I was giving poverty
eradication as an example, it is a programme under the
jurisdiction of Honourable Molale and it does not only
serve the youth, it covers the old as well. That is why I
gave an example that we have allowed for businesses to
be run from homes, we have included both the youth and
the poverty eradication personnel. I do concur with you
on the aspect of infrastructure, that is why I was saying
that at times we may want to concentrate on developing
spectacular infrastructure, but the programme should
be the one which is intense than the infrastructure.
Honourable Makgalemele, thank you Honourable
Member, you have had quite an input on this debate and
I trust you that you always push the activities of this
ministry in my absence. Honourable Member, regarding
late payments of constituency tournaments, we have
decided to partner with Botswana National Sports
Commission (BNSC) for it to assist us deal with this
issue of late payments. When tournaments commence,
teams have to submit team members and those team
members who will collect payments on their behalf. At
times they take time to submit names of those people
who get payment on their behalf and all the necessary
documents. When we use the Government Accounting
and Budgeting System (GAPS), there is what we call
creation of those people in the system and it takes
time. That is why we want to involve BNSC because
they will be in a position to write cheques to pay the
winning teams. Youth officers honourable member; I
want to confirm that they have already started to go back
to regions, it was just a mismanagement and I have to
accept that. We did not agree on whether to release them
or not. That should not be the case. I take it that this
does not only respond to your concern alone, but to all
members who raised it as a concern.
You talked about the size of constituencies; I concur
with you Honourable Member, we have had talks within
the ministry that we should not have a one size fits all
arrangement. We should compare constituencies as they
are not the same size. We find that other constituencies
where we have wards being separated by just the road
while others are 200 kilometres apart. We should review
these things and come to a conclusion on how to deal
with them so that we address shortage of staff as well.
Another tool that we are going to issue to deal with
shortage of staff is the engagement of interns and Tirelo
Sechaba volunteers. From next year we will look at
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our needs first before we could give any department
an intern of a Tirelo Sechaba volunteer, we should
have had them first in order to deliver accordingly. I
once proposed for us to consider if it is a good thing to
supply the private sector with interns. And some of us
were even concerned that the private sector no longer
has employment opportunities because they are using
interns.
You mentioned the fact that we should look at the
programmes and that we are not only focusing on the
youth; the gender affairs programmes. Honourable
members, these are some of the issues that we raise
when we are holding youth seminars that they should
not only focus on the youth.
Sports Community fields; Honourable Member,
at the Ministry, we have three categories of sports
infrastructure. We no longer want white elephants stadia,
we have category A, B and C. Francistown Stadium
could be A, then University of Botswana Stadium B and
Masunga C, we are talking about sports fields which we
call mini stadium, that is where we are going to develop
football pitch which has artificial turf, ablution block
and netball and volleyball courts. Then second phase
we are going to look for funds and do scaffolding for
the inclusion of seats in those stadia. Our objective as
the sports community is to have each constituency have
a C type of infrastructure in five years. We have realised
that we have so much talent in our country and most of
the time we fail because of lack of facilities.
Corporations Honourable Member; I concur with you,
I am well aware that you love them so much. We want
to make it a point that we do not have a rigid system
where we dictate the number of people to form such like
Honourable Member was saying earlier on that there
should be flexibility so that we address all the concerns.
Like His Honour the Vice President said, he wants me to
seek assistance from the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) for the youth only. Honourable Mmatli said the
youth should come together and form companies earlier
on in his speech. I do not want a situation whereby when
maintenance works for classrooms, clinics or any other
building are advertised, the youth would still be forming
a company. I want the youth to be proactive and always
be on standby so that they can jump to every opportunity
that avails itself. I am getting ready as indicated by
His Honour the Vice President. I am developing a
programme that will be an ESP for the youth and in the
near future, I will submit it to Cabinet.
The Vice President also talked about collaboration on
playgrounds with the Ministry of Education and Skills
Development, etc.
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MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Mr Chairperson. You are debating well Minister but
can you enlighten me on this, I cannot get the figures
in the Estimates of Expenditure from the Consolidated
and Development Funds well because under the
Entrepreneurship Development you are talking about
renovating old buildings, but when I look here there
are no funds under the Department of Youth and the
Department of Arts and Culture. Where will you get the
funds to do the projects that you have written in this
book? That is what is confusing me.
MR OLOPENG: Thank you Honourable Member.
You are right Honourable Member. When we talk of
renovating buildings that Honourable Maele has already
handed to us, we do not use the Development Budget
but the Recurrent Budget. So it will take time if I take
you through how we are going to do it and I would
not be able to respond to other issues that Honourable
Members raised. I will get back to that if I have time.
You have talked about talent search your Honour the
Vice President; you said that we should search and see
where the best runners come from, etc. I have agreed
with Honourable Salakae that he should not demand a
stadium for his constituency because originally people
there are known for running. Therefore, I will make him
race tracks.
Mentoring and monitoring of programmes or projects;
we have a problem in my constituency regarding this
and it is very important to have this component in my
ministry. We are preparing ourselves to go and request
that we want to outsource this component since we
do not have the capacity to mentor and monitor our
programmes at the Ministry. .
Honourable Kesupile, you were talking about dreams.
I am a dreamer. I want to tell you that we will continue
dreaming and assessing. We know about the Kanye
stadium which Honourable Ralotsia always ask me
when we are starting. We have to assess the capacity of
the stadium that we should build in your area because
we do not want issues of white elephants. I do not want
those issues that Honourable Lelatisitswe talked about. I
do not want those issues Honourable Members and that
is why we have categories of developing sports. But we
are still dreaming of coming up with something better.
You talked about national theatre Honourable Member
and it is one of the priorities of our dreams. We have
requested land somewhere near Gaborone and it is
promising. We would make developments and one of
those would be the national theatre and we would not do
it as government because we can all see that there are no
funds to build a stadium. I am hopeful that the private
sector will come on board as they promised.
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Honourable Lelatisitswe, you talked about mines. I like
you so much Honourable Member because mines are in
the vicinity of your constituency. When we talk of Public
Private Partnership (PPP), we want a constituency like
yours which has people who are already willing to assist
or to come aboard like mines. We were talking about
sports fields, and we will converse with you to see how
we can address your concerns. You also mentioned
community fields; I have already talked about them.
We are connecting internet facilities in all libraries
countrywide so that they are not used only for reading
but for general computer usage as well.

MR OLOPENG: I have just been at your constituency
Honourable Mokgware, but if you want me to go there
again, I will. Do not worry I will go and see.

Honourable Mokgware, I must thank you for telling the
truth. You have long told me that there is land in your
constituency and I should come and tender my request,
but we are still preparing. We are doing what we call
bank because we do not want the youth to be allocated
land individually. We want all this land to be allocated
to the ministry that will then come up with a process
of how the youth are allocated land where they can do
their businesses and build sports facilities. When we
allocate the youth some land to do business, when the
business does not do well, they sell everything including
land. Then if the land belongs to the ministry, when the
business fails, we would pass it onto the next person
because we all agree in this House that not all of us can
be business people but some people are taking chances
just because life is still difficult.
Honourable Mokgware, you also said that we should
package our programmes in a book. We are working on
that Honourable Member and it will be out soon. We still
wanted to finish the exemptions and quick wins that we
had come up with because they are not all out already.
Therefore we did not want to release the book quickly
because it will then seem outdated. We are working on
it Honourable Member and it will be distributed to our
offices countrywide so that the youth could be assisted
accordingly.
Honourable Molao, I also thank you. You are one of
the people who have been helpful in guiding us on the
available structures which were once a brigade and so
on. I want to tell you that I will soon be there to see these
buildings and the land that you were talking about and
see how we can acquire and renovate them with lesser
costs from savings that we managed to have here and
there.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of clarification.
Thank you Honourable Minister. On my side you admit,
while at Honourable Molao you are going to see, why?
Why are you not coming to see land at my constituency
first Honourable Minister?
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Internship Programme; Honourable Molao you indicated
that there seems to be some exploitation from private
businesses. I can tell you that we are still assessing if we
should still send interns to them. I agree with you that
when they have interns, they seem to stop hiring and
work with interns. In the near future, that is a matter that
I will present to Cabinet.
Late payments; I have talked about those Honourable
Molao and indicated that we are beginning to involve
the Botswana National Sports Council (BNSC) for
assistance.
Honourable Markus, I thank you Honourable Member
and I am grateful that your constituents appreciate our
efforts. It is encouraging to hear people say that. You
raised an issue that I think we will look at together with
the Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism
suggesting that we should consider building a stadium
at the delta. I think that is cumbersome because as we
speak, the Okavango Delta is already listed as a heritage
site. So, any development that is going to take place there
should not tamper with that which the world out there
views as God’s original creation. We will be digging
in the process of constructing a stadium. We will be
digging up the delta and as such we will have to come
up with a plan to close up the water sources. But then it
might end up affecting the fountains which are the very
ones that give the delta the status it has now. I appreciate
the fact that you understand what I am talking about sir.
Public gyms; we are not establishing these in Gaborone
and Francistown only. We are going to go to all these
villages, even in Maun, continue looking around for an
open space so that when we contact the Council with
which we work together cordially, then we can be able
to find an open space and establish a public gym for you.
When I talk about public gyms which I am well aware
that most of you do want, I want to let you know that the
private sector is willing to come on board. I contacted
two companies and they wanted to know which space
they could use. We told them the possible locations.
They said, ‘we are happy Sir and we will manage to
build on our own. We then told them that they must
brand their companies using that public gym.
The good thing is that they agreed to include the five
aside in their structures. Two companies in Gaborone
are about to begin. Even in our villages, let us engage
companies to assist Government as we are all in
agreement that it is necessary. You are saying that this
paper has got nothing for me, that the budget is too little.
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Let us get close to the private sector so that they can
extend their assistance to us.
Honourable Mmatli, I know that I have already touched
on your comment on Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP), you heard me. I am grateful for I heard you
mentioning that I do interact with the youth. It is my
intention because I want to know that which they like. I
do not want to impose the programmes on them.
Sir, you earlier mentioned that they are affected by
poverty and unemployment more, which is why under
Youth Development Fund (YDF); I reported that we
were able to finance 1148 youth companies. The major
thing that we need to focus on is how do we sustain that?
We have to outsource the mentoring and monitoring of
these projects for them to be able to successfully exist.
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aware, the law has passed so we have to package it well.
We need to follow it up and work around how we are
going to make it work for us.
There is also EDD through which we would love the
youth to go into business so that we may procure goods
locally.
I thank you colleagues. You raised issues of importance.
Now, since I realise that I need to make my final request
Honourable Salakae, failing which my request will not
pass as per the Act of Parliament. In conclusion Mr
Chairperson, I move that the sum of eight hundred and
ninety nine million, eight hundred and twenty thousand
Pula, nine hundred Pula…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister, read the
amount correctly.

After we did some research last year and sending forms
to the districts for all businesses to register, we realised
a success rate of 83 per cent of successful business
operating even as we speak. Let me kindly request us
not to cause the youth to lose hope or to despair. This is
because out of ten, we do not have to focus on the two
that did not do well as opposed to the eight that exist.
We must encourage them.

MR OLOPENG: Eight hundred and ninety nine
million, eight hundred and twenty thousand, nine
hundred Pula, I got it correctly Sir…

I would be very glad to hear Honourable Members
sharing with me the number of youth businesses in
their constituencies which we have financed. Having
Honourable Members of this House together with their
Councillors at ward level visiting these business is a
noble idea. I pray for cooperation with regards to this
issue as it is evident that it affects us all.

MR OLOPENG: I am saying eight hundred and ninety
nine million, eight hundred and twenty two thousand,
nine hundred Pula (P899, 822, 900.00) under Recurrent
Budget for Organisation 2200 be approved and stand
part of the Schedule of the Appropriation (2016/2017)
Bill, and to request the sum of fifty two million, eight
hundred and eighty four thousand Pula (P52, 884,
000.00) for Organisation 2200 under the Development
Budget be approved and stand part of those estimates
for the financial year 2016/2017. I move accordingly
Sir.

Honourable Mzwinila spoke beautifully when he spoke
to the issue of ensuring that we set a target or goal for
ourselves for us to have key performance indicators.
I do agree because we cannot just work in a vacuum
not knowing our goal or where we are headed. You also
spoke about flexibility in youth cooperative initiatives;
I agree with you, it is already in our agenda to try and
desist from doing a one size fits all so that we adequately
cater for the youth.
You also spoke about tax incentive which as you may
be aware that in our issues with regards to tax, we said
that we want the Minister for Finance, Honourable
Mokhurutshe…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Who is that?
MR OLOPENG: Honourable Mokhurutshe Kenneth
Matambo should be able to amend the tax law such that
those companies which would like to assist us with the
construction of clinics, classrooms or sports facilities
should get tax rebates. These are issues that as you are

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Olopeng,
Honourable Minister, read the amount correctly, P899
822 900 and you are saying 820.

Question put and agreed to.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Kablay
and Honourable Tsogwane, we have come to the end of
our business today.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI):
Honourable Speaker, and colleagues, I beg that since we
worked hard today appropriating money, we should end
here to go and take care of other businesses. Thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 5:42 p.m. until
Tuesday 15th March, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
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