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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Honourable Members, good afternoon.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes Sir. There is an urgent
announcement and I have just seen it now. His
Excellency Dr Jakaya Kikwete, the Former President
of Tanzania and United Nations Commissioner of the
International Global Education Financing Commission,
will attend Parliament today, 2nd March, 2017, from
three o’clock to four o’clock as an observer, and will
meet briefly with His Honour the Vice President Mr
Mokgweetsi Masisi at 1600 hours. That was the only
announcement Honourable Members. You know that I
always introduce our visitors at two when we start our
business. So when he arrives I will acknowledge him.
That is all I wanted to tell you. Order! Order! Let us do
questions.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
TURNING OF DEBORAH RETIEF MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL (DRM) EYE CLINIC INTO CENTRE
OF EXCELLENCE
MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): asked
the Minister of Health and Wellness when the Deborah
Retief Memorial Hospital (DRM) Eye Clinic will be
turned into a Centre of Excellence as envisaged and
affirmed in response to a Parliamentary Question by the
then Minister of Health during the 10th Parliament.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Madam Speaker, good afternoon. Madam Speaker, my
Ministry was committed to having the Deborah Retief
Memorial (DRM) Hospital operational as a Centre of
Excellence during the 2012/13 financial year. However,
we have reconsidered all our plans for Centres of
Excellence based on budget and human resource
limitations.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Madam Speaker, the resource constraints that were cited
in our 2012 response, have unfortunately prevented us
for continuing with our intended expansion.
Therefore, to maximise the utilisation of existing
resources, our priorities for now are to equip the existing
two Centres of Excellence in Scottish Livingstone
Hospital and Sekgoma Memorial Hospitals serving the
Southern and Northern regions respectively. Therefore
Madam Speaker, there are no plans to refurbish DRM
into a Centre of Excellence for eye services. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR MANGOLE: Supplementary. Minister, are you
telling Bakgatla that the potential of having a Centre of
Excellence for eye services in Kgatleng has failed? You
do not have any intentions of including it in the plan, is
that what you are saying?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, I do not
want to say we are never going to put it in the plan
because situations keep changing. Basically what I am
trying to say is that, the project is not in the NDP 11.
Therefore I am not in a position to assure you that it will
be included or not included in this plan.
MR DAVIDS: Supplementary. I would like to ask the
Minister whether he is in a position to tell this House
when the DRM (Deborah Retief Memorial) hospital
will be reconstructed? Do you have any idea when we
are going to have the new hospital?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, I need your
protection because the Honourable Member is asking
me a new question that was not asked by Honourable
Mangole.
MADAM SPEAKER: I agree with you, let us proceed.
IMPROVEMENT IN THE DELIVERY OF
WATER SERVICES TO BATSWANA
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): asked
the Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services if the delivery of water services to Batswana
has improved since the function was transferred from
the District Councils to Central Government through the
Water Utilities Corporation; if so:(i) what comparative terms were applied as a
criteria for the national water sector reform and
benchmarking;
(ii) which nation’s water services model was used as
a benchmark; and
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(iii) to state the improvement of service delivery in
percentage terms.
Question 3 – Later Date.
PLANS TO ABOLISH HAEMODIALYSIS CARE
IN FAVOUR OF PERITONEAL DIALYSIS
TREATMENT
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Health and Wellness whether
there are any plans to abolish haemodialysis care in
favour of peritoneal dialysis treatment; if so:(i) to state the reasons; and
(ii) whether this is included in the 2017/2018 Budget.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE):
(i) Madam Speaker, there are no plans to abolish
haemodialysis care in favour of peritoneal dialysis
treatment. There are different indications for using
each of them at different times. This is because
they work in different ways for the conditions they
are used for. Therefore, one cannot always replace
the other. It is therefore important to have both
interventions in our health services.
(ii) Provisions to cover our dialysis program for both
peritoneal and haemodialysis have been made in
the 2017/2018 Budget. Thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. I hear you Honourable
Minister. I want to know if it is true that haemodialysis
is more expensive than peritoneal dialysis, also is the
mortality rate for peritoneal dialysis higher?
MR MAKGALEMELE: The question did not want
that information Madam Speaker, however if the
Honourable member needs it I will find it for him. The
only thing that I can confirm is that, specialists in my
ministry have confirmed that both the treatments that
the Honourable Member has been talking about are
there and they will both continue to be used.
LABOUR INSPECTION AT LIVINGSTONE
KOLOBENG COLLEGE
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Employment,
Labour Productivity and Skills Development:(i) when the last labour inspection was carried out at
Livingstone Kolobeng College;
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(ii) what were the findings;
(iii) to state the localisation plan to replace the foreign
staff with local staff;
(iv) how many heads of department (HoDs) are
locals; and
(v) if it is true that the teachers work for long
hours without being paid overtime even during
weekends.
ACTING MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT,
LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI): I thank you
Madam Speaker.
(i) The last labour inspection was carried out at
Livingstone Kolobeng College on the 9th February
2009. A spot check was conducted on the 28th
February 2017.
(ii) The findings revealed that there are seven (7)
citizen teachers and thirty-eight (38) non-citizen
teachers.
(iii) The school does not have a Training and
Localisation Plan.
(iv) No head of department is a citizen.
(v) The inspection did not reveal any instances of
teachers who work long hours and are not paid
overtime. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, I hear you
well, you are saying that at this school in question there
are seven Batswana and 37 expatriates. When were the
expatriates’ permits renewed and when do they expire?
MR MOLEFHI: I cannot verify as to when these
permits to teach were renewed but as a Ministry we
are keeping an eye on this issue. We are not keeping
an eye on expatriates in Kolobeng only but we are
also doing the same for all private schools, all mining,
manufacturing and construction companies. We are
currently in a process on which the Cabinet had sent us
to collect information on how many permits were issued
to expatriates in all these economy driving sectors, their
origins and which jobs have skilled Batswana who are
unemployed. We are working in conjunction with the
Ministry of Tertiary Education, Research. Science and
Technology and the Ministry of Investment, Trade and
Industry to assess as to which industries have a lot of
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expatriates and how far their plans are in terms of hiring
Batswana in jobs currently held by expatriates.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, you
just indicated that there is no localisation policy at
Livingstone Kolobeng. So, I just want to find out
whether that is not ultra vires your procedure or policy?
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you. All services of this
Ministry have been re-assessed that is why earlier on
I was explaining that we are going to look carefully
into all areas that drive the economy not just education.
We are going to look at how far the mining industry
is in terms of training and localisation. This is a new
programme that we are carrying out in all the sectors. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one.
MR MANGOLE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, you said 37 expatriates and seven Batswana.
Surely when you came across this information, it should
have surprised you, and you should have assessed
the situation to find out reasons for that alarming
disproportion. Is it because there are no Batswana
who can fill those positions or Dr Madigele is failing
to produce people with the qualifications and calibre
needed for those positions?
MR MOLEFHI: Thank you. We are at the moment
making an analysis of the difference in numbers between
Batswana and expatriates. We started this exercise
in 2016. After making an assessment we realised that
there are over 3 000 permits. We are therefore assessing
whether these permits are in the construction sector,
the mining sector or truck drivers and we are carrying
out an analysis to see if there are Batswana who can
fill these positions so that these permits are not renewed
when they expire.
One of the challenges we are experiencing is that we
cannot say these permits should be evoked because if
we do so, employers will be forced to find money to pay
these employees gratuity, when they were not prepared
to do so within a short period which might lead to cases
of unfair dismissal. Minister Madigele is carrying out
an analysis of the skills which expatriate lecturers have
which Batswana do not have, considering whether there
are no Batswana primary/secondary school teachers
who can be retrained to make them meet the standards
and requirements of private education delivery. I thank
you.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

AMOUNT GOVERNMENT OWES TO
BOTSWANA ATHLETICS ASSOCIATION AND
OFFICIALS
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): asked
the Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sport and Culture
Development:(i) to state the amounts Government owes to
Botswana Athletics Association and officials
in appearance, monthly and other due bonuses
for having represented the country at official
international events; and
(ii) to give a breakdown of outstanding amounts
per sporting code, stating which bonuses, which
events, how long they have been owed and why
the delay.
Later Date.
ENGAGEMENT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
(PR) COMPANY FOR AFRICAN UNION
CHAMPIONSHIP CAMPAIGN
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of International
Affairs and Cooperation if a Public Relations (PR)
company was engaged to handle the PR for the African
Union Chairmanship campaign; if so:(i) how much was awarded to the company for the
first and second round of campaigns;
(ii) how was the company appointed; and
(iii) what was the total expenditure (including travel
as well as accommodation) for both the first and
second round of campaigns.
ACTING MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS AND COOPERATION (MR MOLALE):
Madam Speaker, the Government of Botswana never
engaged a Public Relations (PR) company to handle the
campaign for the Chairmanship of the African Union
(AU) Commission. Consequently, the related questions
that follow regarding as to how much was awarded to
the company and how the company was appointed are
not applicable and therefore irrelevant.
As for the total expenditure incurred to the campaign,
no budget was allocated for the candidate, instead the
Government took advantage of the already budgeted
and prescheduled regional and international meetings to
advance the campaign.
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Further, Honourable Members may wish to recall
that His Excellency the President had appointed
former President Mogae to champion the campaign
for Botswana’s candidate for the AU Commission
Chairmanship. President Mogae as a special envoy used
the budget already allocated to his office to advance the
campaign. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, although
it was not budgeted for, I want to find out how much
you think the campaign cost the Government coffers.
Approximately how much do you think the Government
spent on the total campaign in monetary terms?
MR MOLALE: I said that what was used was the
already budgeted for money within the Government
as approved by this House. So, I would not know how
much is a ticket that the Honourable Minister paid for to
travel to Ouagadougou for the French/Africa Summit;
I do not know that. If you are interested in the cost of
travel, the cost of hotel, because those are the costs that
otherwise we would still have paid for even if there was
no campaign, then that should be a question that you
ask. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, my question
is just simple and straightforward; what was the total
expenditure including travel as well as accommodation
for both the first and the second round of campaigns? I
have never talked about a budget. How much was spent,
even if she was going to an AU meeting or something
like that, how much was spent? Sometime back when we
were told that some Assistant Ministers were in charge
of that particular campaign. I am not talking about the
budget. Within that particular framework which was
not budgeted for, how much was spent?
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): You cannot
have an expenditure without a budget. There are
procedures and systems that are in place as can be
confirmed by the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of
this House that expenditure without a budget would not
be the right way to go. So what we are saying is, the
expenditure that probably in your mind may have been
used for the campaign was for the routine work that has
always been there for the Honourable Minister. So that
is what I am saying. We cannot give that because that is
a routine expenditure; he is talking about the campaign.
I thank you Madam Speaker.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Just ask if you have a
supplementary. Who called for it? I am not going to
allow many.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. My supplementary question to the Honourable
Minister is that, Honourable Mokgware’s question, (iii)
is very clear, smart and straight to the point; he wants
to appreciate the total expenditure. How much was
actually spent on this campaign for the first round and
the second round? This is what we are simply asking
for. We know that there might have been a budget, but
we want to know the expenditure from that budget. How
much was actually spent?
MR MOLALE: I said, there was no budget for the
campaign and therefore if there is no budget, what do
you expend? Really!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Madam Speaker, on a
point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! Wait. I told you there is no
point of order. You know what?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He will never disclose
everything.
MADAM SPEAKER: Keep quiet! Hey! Honourable
Minister, I am not supposed to ask questions or even
supplementaries but since I heard you say that the
Assistant Minister once accompanied perhaps you could
just come out and ask that, those who were assisting cost
this much. I am just saying but I should not be asking
questions.
MR MOLALE: Madam Speaker, it is always done that
way. When Members go for African Union (AU) summit,
His Excellency or the delegated person in the form of
the Vice President brings along either Members of this
House or Members of Cabinet and in this instance, he
took along Honourable Makgalemele and Honourable
Goya and they paid from their own ministries. It was
not from the Ministry of International Affairs and
Cooperation. So, how would I account for expenditure
of Health and Wellness and Basic Education?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are the Government.
MR MOLALE: You were asking about campaign
expenditure, I said there was no campaign budget. That
is the answer.
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MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order Madam Speaker.
This is a very serious one.
MADAM SPEAKER: No!
MR MMOLOTSI: He is abdicating his responsibility.
MADAM SPEAKER: Can we at least discuss it later
but not here. If I remember well Honourable Biggie
Butale was part of the delegation but at the time he was
not a Minister. So we cannot…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Listen! No. Order! I will close
the matter for now; we shall discuss it even if it is at the
General Assembly.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: I am closing the matter.

MADAM SPEAKER: No! This is question time.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: This is how corruption
starts. Yes, corruption has already started.
MR MOLALE: Look here you old man, you must be
stubborn.
SALARIES AND ASSOCIATED BENEFITS FOR
THE SECRETARIAT OF THE LABOUR UNION
ORGANISATIONS
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): asked
the Minister of Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development to state the salaries and associated
benefits for the Secretariat of the following Labour
Union Organisations against Government salary scales:(i) Botswana Public Employees Union;
(ii) Botswana Teachers Union;

(iv) Botswana Land Board and Local Authorities
Health Workers Union;
(v) Botswana Mining Workers Union;
Central

(vii) Botswana Bank Employees Union;
(viii) Botswana Housing Corporation Staff Union; and
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(i) Botswana Public Employees Union;
(ii) Botswana Teachers Union;
(iii) Botswana Secondary School Teachers Union;
(iv) Botswana Land Board and Local Authorities,
Health Workers Union;
(v) Botswana Mine Workers Union; and
and

Central

This is because the unions felt that the information
requested is classified, personal and confidential and
hence they could not provide it.
However, trade unions (vii) to (ix) being Botswana Bank
Employees Union, Botswana Housing Corporation
Staff Union and Botswana Diamond Sorters and Valuers
Union, presently called Botswana Diamond Workers
Union, willingly provided the information as follows;
(vii)

Botswana Bank Employees Union (BOBEU)
secretariat earns between P4 000.00 and P8 000.00
per month (P48 000.00 to P96 000.00 per annum);

(viii) Botswana Housing Corporation Staff Employees
Union secretariat staff earns between P3 500.00
and P4 000.00 per month (P42 000.00 to
P48 000.00 per annum);
(ix)

(iii) Botswana Secondary Teachers Union;

and

ACTING MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT,
LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI): Madam
Speaker, my Ministry is unable to provide information
on salaries and associated benefits for the Secretariat of
the following trade unions:

(vi) National Amalgamated Local
Parastatal Workers Unions;

HONOURABLE MEMBER: No!

(vi) National Amalgamated Local
Parastatals Workers Union;

(ix) Botswana Diamond Sorters and Valuers Union.

Botswana Diamond Workers Union secretariat
staff earns between P4 644.00 and P6 480.00 per
month (P55 728.00 to P77 760.00 per annum).

Madam Speaker, by comparison, the salaries of
employees of trade unions which have provided
information are equivalent to salary scale B3 to C3 of
the Government of Botswana pay structure as outlined
in the Public Service Management Directive No. 4 of
2016 on Adjustment of Salaries, which came into effect
on the 1st of April 2016. The unions do not have any
other associated benefits. I thank you.
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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR REATILE: Supplementary. Madam Speaker, I seek
your guidance, is the Minister supposed to respond like
this because National Assembly Powers and Privileges
Act, Section 14, prohibits him to avail information
relating to security or military. Why, because these are
not covered under this Section, so he can just indicate
that he is unable to avail such information to this House?
MR MOLEFHI: We shall keep making efforts to talk
to these unions. If the Honourable Members wishes, I
believe the responsible Parliament committee can call
those unions so that they can answer any questions
relating to what the Parliament approves to be
investigated by Parliament committees through trade
unions. Thank you.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Further supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Minister, are the unions afraid
to disclose their salaries because they are just too high
such that Members can be angry at them?
MR MOLEFHI: I cannot verify their suspicions and
the reasons why they cannot disclose their salaries.
The Honourable Members’ salaries are published in the
Government Gazette for the public to know because it
is part of their employment conditions. These questions
are important, during annual general meetings, the
Union Members should ask their representatives to state
how much salary increment they got because they are
the ones who employed them.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Member
Francistown East. Who is taking his question?

of

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I am Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay!
NUMBER OF STAFF MEMBERS AT
LIVINGSTONE KOLOBENG COLLEGE
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Basic
Education to state:(i) The total number of staff members at Livingstone
Kolobeng College;
(ii) The number of local and foreign teaching staff
respectively;

(iii) The number of local and foreign non-teaching
staff respectively;
(iv) When the contracts of the foreign staff members
were renewed;
(v) Why the Livingstone Kolobeng College teachers
are not paid to invigilate during examinations;
and
(vi) If she is aware that the students (top achievers)
doing A levels who are accommodated in the
school dormitories are living in poor conditions;
if so, what she is doing about it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Has Question number
one (1) been answered?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: It has not been
answered.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is similar to that
other one.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No! he was answering a
different question. What do you mean?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Boko.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable
Member. Your question has I think six (6) sub questions
or sub -sections. The first four (4) asked of me, a matter
that does not fall within my mandate, the issues of labour
including the issuance of work permits are matters that
are outside my mandate. The relevant Ministry would
be would be Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development.
As related to Question Five (5), once again matters
relating to examinations for International, it is called
International General Certificate Of Secondary
Education (IGCSE) are matters that are not regulated by
Botswana Examinations Council (BEC) therefore, I am
unable to answer the questions relating as to whether or
not teachers at Livingstone Kolobeng are actually paid
or not paid for invigilation of examinations. That is a
matter of contract and also that examinations are not
regulated by Botswana Examinations Council at all.
The last one, which also falls under a different ministry,
but I think I will answer it because we were only
separated last year, is the question that relates to the poor
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conditions that you say exist at that particular school
in relation to accommodation of students. The answer
is this; my Ministry is not aware of poor boarding
conditions for top achievers at Livingstone Kolobeng
College, and in fact when it was last assessed the
conditions were appropriate in all respects. Of course if
things have changed since I answered this question, next
time you will direct that particular question to Tertiary
Education, Research, Science and Technology that is
actually the Ministry that is supervising or even paying
for top achievers. Thank you very much sir.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Honourable Minister. Do you mean even the one
about the number of teachers does not fall within your
mandate? Secondly, you said there was a last inspection,
when was that last inspection? Do you mind sharing the
date on when that last inspection was done?
DR DOW: Okay! Thank you very much. I honestly do not
have the figures. We do not give figures at the Ministry.
You understand. Let me explain how we interact with
private schools. When a private school seeks to hire a
teacher, whether that teacher is national or non-national
they come to us asking only one question. Only one
question; does this teacher have the qualification to
teach? So we issue permission to teach on that basis,
that yes, they have masters. Otherwise we do not issue
work permits at all. We do not say, therefore hire them.
No! The next level goes to Ministry of Nationality,
Immigration and Gender Affairs, this person can teach,
if he/she is non-national then you should issue permits.
That is why I am saying the issuance of work permits is
not within my Ministry.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

so maybe the time you asked the question there was a
problem. According to my officials whom I trust very
much; the conditions were suitable in all respects.
Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: He is the first one.
MR MANGOLE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, Roman figure (IV)
question is surely for your Ministry. Whether they fall
under BEC or not, you must answer the question that
asks if they are not paid for invigilation. There is no
other platform that this question can be asked; unless
you told us the Ministry responsible now that you stated
that they are not regulated by BEC.
DR DOW: Thank you. I will speak in Setswana and
slowly. When a teacher is hired I assume that there is a
contract. The contract will stipulate that they will teach,
mark, invigilate and do the course work. Therefore
I do not know if payments are done differently in
Livingstone; I do not know if certain things are done
for free like invigilating. What I know is that they do
not sit for Botswana General Certificate of Secondary
Education (BGCSE) at all which means that BEC which
is the parastatal that falls under me does not deal with it
as it only deals with issues of examinations (exam). The
Examination is international and I am not aware if they
are paid or not.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You really have no idea
what is happening.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.

DR DOW: Totally!

DR DOW: I am not done and you are already asking for
a further supplementary; who is that?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Oh!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs) ...
DR DOW: He was saying that he has a further
supplementary question.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Is that so?
DR DOW: Yes! His supplementary question was that
when did they last do the inspection. I do not know the
dates, but I got the information yesterday, that the last
assessment shows that the conditions were appropriate.
I do not know when you actually asked the question,

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! The last will be Honourable
Nkaigwa.
MR NKAIGWA: Honourable Mangole wants to what
he did in Mochudi West.
DR DOW: What did you say? I did not get that; can you
please repeat it.
MADAM SPEAKER: What do you mean Honourable
Nkaigwa?
MR NKAIGWA: I am talking to…
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DR DOW: I beg your pardon.
MR NKAIGWA: I was saying why did you not direct
the question to the relevant ministry when you realized
that it has been misdirected to yours just like what other
Honourable Ministers usually do. This question clearly
shows that the Honourable Members are concerned about
our children finishing schools and being unemployed
yet foreigners continue to occupy positions that could
be filled by these unemployed Batswana citizens.
DR DOW: I did not get what you said at first. I would
like you to address me appropriately in the future.
MR NKAIGWA: I did not say anything.
DR DOW: Oh! You did not say anything?
MR NKAIGWA: Yes!
DR DOW: Okay, that is fine. Did you ask why I did not
redirect?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
DR DOW: Order! You are making noise.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: You are right to say order. …
(Laughter!) …
DR DOW: You asked why I did not redirect. This
question was complicated; it had a part that related to
my Ministry and the other did not and when I saw a
question similar to it I thought it will answer that part.
I thought that will answer your question because you
seemed concerned. You are a teacher too, right? That
was his concerns and I hear them.
ACUTE SHORTAGE OF CLASSROOMS AT
DONGA JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Basic Education if she is aware that
there is acute shortage of classrooms at Donga Junior
Secondary School and that as a result the school hall is
being used as classrooms.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you very much. Madam Speaker, I am aware
of a shortage of standard classrooms at Donga Junior
Secondary School. As I have previously informed
this Honourable House, the school was designed and
operates as an eighteen (18) stream school with the
normal provision of twelve (12) standard classrooms.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

As a result, the extra six (6) classes either are in outdoor
teaching areas, hall or specialist rooms.
I thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, I want to
find out whether outdoor teaching areas are used as base
rooms?
DR DOW: I do not know what you call a base room,
but they are teaching areas. They are not base rooms
in the sense that teaching happens there. If you are not
in a classroom that is standard, you are either at the
laboratory, Design and Technology laboratory, Home
Economics Rooms, outdoor area, or hall.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Students that are
taught in outdoor teaching areas Minister, do they use
that as their fulltime classroom or they migrate?
DR DOW: They do migrate to other rooms at different
times during the day. They are not there the whole day.
Thank you.
LACK OF FEEDING SPACE AT DONGA JUNIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Basic Education if she is aware that
students at Donga Junior Secondary School are being
fed in the open instead of the school hall; if so, what
action is being taken to address this.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Madam Speaker, I am aware that students at Donga
Junior Secondary School have their meals in the open.
When the Community Junior Secondary Schools were
built, it was the role of the communities’ to construct
additional facilities including purpose built dining halls
and kitchens. Since my Ministry took over the Junior
Secondary Schools in 2006, we have been addressing
the subsequent backlog through Ministerial Budgets and
the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP).
Currently there are no plans to build a new dining hall
and kitchen at Donga Junior Secondary School.
I am sure Mr Billy knows this because he saw the
National Development Plan (NDP) 11, that there was no
Donga Dining Room in that particular Plan.
I thank you.
PAVING THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO DONGA
JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
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MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development when his Ministry intends paving the road
that to leads to Donga Junior Secondary School from
the main road as during rainy seasons teachers cannot
access their houses due to flooded roads.

Councillors are briefed at their Council Sittings,
they then brief their Members of Parliament. I also
thought the City Clerk and the Mayor can also make
an arrangements to brief Members of Parliament as
it is Constituency Community Development. I think
Members of Parliament are also involved, you can ask
the City Clerk. Thank you Madam Speaker.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
My Ministry does not have a budget to pave the road
that leads Donga Junior Secondary School from main
road. However, the current condition of the road is
usable although it can be improved by gravelling and
grading. What has been observed is that the portion of
the road leading from the gate to the staff houses inside
the school is the one having challenges of flooding,
and all work inside the school premises falls outside
the mandate of the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development.

MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
On a point of procedure. Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, I want to revisit Question 1.

My Ministry through Francistown City Council will
consider the maintenance (gravelling and grading) of
the access road within the city’s Recurrent Budget,
subject to availability of funds. If the funds were there I
could be stating that there is P10 million.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, are you
in a position to tell us how much it will cost to either put
tarmac or to pave that patch which is just a little under
100 metres?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, that portion
is 45 metres. That is why I was mentioning the P10
million because it is only 45 metres. Since the Member
of Parliament for Francistown South is in agreement, I
think we can use a portion of the P10 million allocated to
the constituency to pave. Even to do inside, even though
it is not for my Ministry. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Then Minister, how is the Member
of Parliament going to know that, that possibility
of using that money to pave exists, especially that
Members of Parliament were not informed about this
particular money?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Being a former Councillor
and a Member of Parliament today, I know that when

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)...
MADAM SPEAKER: We are left with only one (1)
minute.
DR DOW: No, let me make a correction.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, please wait.
DR DOW: No, it is a point of procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Make your correction quickly.
DR DOW: Should I do the correction quickly? To
promise the Honourable Member that I will go back and
find out whether or not we do not tally. The question was
how many are they, right? We do give them teaching
permits, to find out whether or not we cannot go back
into our records, to actually get the information that
you seek, even though we do not give running records.
I just want to promise the Honourable Member that
the question that he asked, I believe that I can actually
compile the list from those records, even though we do
not give those in terms of labour. That is my undertaking
sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure
Madam Speaker!
MADAM SPEAKER: Hey! I had told her that it is not
right, please let us move on.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mine is completely
different.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! There is no such thing as a
different one man! Let us continue because it is time for
tabling of papers.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Mine is short!
MADAM SPEAKER: …(Laughter!)… I do not care
whether one is short or what.
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TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT, 2015/2016.

ORGANISATION 0600 – MINISTRY OF BASIC
EDUCATION Committee of Supply (Resumed Debate)

Members because I guess all the Honourable Members
are capable of debating in the Queen’s language for
the sake of the official who does not understand the
vernacular.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…

(Minister of Tertiary Education, Research, Science and
Technology)

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, he is saying, officials.
Proceed Honourable Member.

BOTSWANA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ANNUAL
REPORT, 2015/2016.

MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank
you Madam Chairperson. I want to continue explaining
that the level of education on our country is heartbreaking. Our wish is for teacher to have a conducive
teaching environment. Marang Junior School looks
like a museum, it is not in a position to be regarded
as Junior Secondary School. Madam Chairperson we
encountered an abomination last year, an abomination!
I have never seen such an occurence in my entire life.
There was bereavement for one of Botswana Democratic
Party activists and someone opted to take over and they
wanted to book the school’s multi-purpose hall for the
bereavement. The School Head could not offer them the
hall because it could not be used for such an activity.
After two weeks, the Marang Junior School Head was
transferred only for not allowing for the funeral to take
place in the school hall. That Headmaster had less than
a year with the school, he had seven months only with
the school but for the fact that he refused for the school
hall to be used by the BDP, he was transferred. That is
not right madam Chairperson.

(Minister of Tertiary Education, Research, Science and
Technology)
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of procedure. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I just wanted
you to guide us here because there are statements we
are seeing on Facebook concerning one of us. I take
it that if there is one of us who is not well, we should
be notified officially rather than just getting it from the
media. Madam Speaker, do you perhaps know anything
about that issue? We could have been informed about it
at the General Assembly this morning.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I have not been informed of
anything officially, but I hear you, I will go and check.

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL,
2017 (NO. 2 OF 2017)
ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
ORGANISATION 0600 – MINISTRY OF
BASIC EDUCATION
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE):
Order! The debate on this organisation is resuming. I
therefore, remind Honourable Members that I shall call
the Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at 1500
hours today and the question will be put at 1530 hours.
When the House adjourned yesterday, Honourable
Nkaigwa was on the floor and he was left with eight (8)
minutes 57 seconds.
MR KGOROBA: Procedure. Madam Chairperson,
I realized that amongst our officials, there is one (1)
official who certainly appears not to understand the
vernacular. I was suggesting to you that you advise the

MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Point of order. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. Madam Chairperson, we cannot be talking
about someone who is not a part of this Parliament
and cannot respond to anything being said. Even if the
honourable member did not mention any names but he
is talking about a specific headmaster who has been
transferred, and we are in a position to know who that is
and he is not a member of this House. So he cannot talk
about him, and he is provoking us.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, wait. The Standing
Order states that a name of a person cannot be used in
the House, but it is silent on the issue of the office of that
person. The Standing Order is clear.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Oh, so he talked about
the party, no, I absolve myself from that as well, you
will settle it with him.
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MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
What I have realised is that pregnant women tend to be
very emotional at times but I do believe that this is not
what we should be seeing in Parliament.

MR NKAIGWA: These people are making it hard for
me to debate Madam Chairperson. The reason why
our education system keeps dropping down is the fact
that we are continuing to teach our children in two
languages, Setswana and English, and probably Chinese
and French, while we should be teaching children their
mother tongue languages for them to do well in their
examinations.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Repeat that, I did not get
you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! How will I hear
the Honourable Minister while you are making noise?
MINISTER OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT,
SPORT AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT
(MR OLOPENG): Procedure. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. If I were to take the floor and pose
allegations to the Member of Parliament for Gaborone
North, but not mentioning his names, then people claim
not to know whom I am talking about. I think this House
would be out of order because people already know who
the Member of Parliament for Gaborone North is.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You have taken me
back, that is number one, number two, we are still
reviewing Standing Orders, and you were requested to
bring amendments, please do so. I am only saying the
Standing Orders as they are.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order. Madam
Chairperson, please do not bring issues of death to this
House. You are out of order, you are talking about a
funeral here, are you going to talk about funerals here?
We know the person in question, and you are out of
order. You are not talking about education. Death is
not part of education, you cannot just talk about that.
There are just too many deaths and you have relatives
who have died as well and we cannot talk about that
here. You are out of order, and please follow the right
procedure, and who is pregnant in this House?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable
Nkaigwa, please do not make fun about death. Please do
not talk about it. Proceed.

Now you get to wonder if the intention is to make other
indigenous languages like Sekalaka, Sekgalagadi and
Sembukushu extinct. The Government is still against
the notion of teaching students in their own native
languages. I believe that if I had been taught in my own
mother tongue, I would be far by now. I would have
perhaps acquired my Doctorate in education not because
I have bought it but because I have earned it.
Madam Chairperson, I wish to indulge more on the
situation that we have in education. I have a school of
excellence under my constituency called Ledumang
Primary School and it is the leading school in Gaborone
when it comes to best results. Honourable Tshireletso,
tell them in Mahalapye to come to Gaborone North
to benchmark on how to pass. I believe it is in order
for the Ministry to reward those teachers who excel
in their work. If the school continues to excel and yet
nothing is done to reward the good work, it becomes a
discouragement.
Primary teachers do not have offices. Even if they
wanted to consult with parents about their children, they
do not have the offices to do that. As the Honourable
Minister seeks for budget approval, she should also
request the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development to help her with constructing consultation
rooms for teachers.
The other issue that I would like to touch on is the school
in Sebele. We have students in this school who travel
from as far as Kgaphamadi, a distance of 12 kilometres.
If they commute that distance every day, by the time
they get to school, they are already tired and hungry.
Thus the call for consideration…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up!
Honourable Member.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Members, as I told you earlier on, our distinguished
guest is here in the gallery, His Excellency Dr Jakaya
Kikwete, Former President of Tanzania. We are
honoured to have you here sir and we welcome you.
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Applause!)...

academically and I had a point. It is not an open secret.
Some of them have never even presented a single paper
in order for them to acquire those Doctorates. You know
it very well and if you want to be corrected, we will bring
Honourable Mangole and do it to you as he has done in
2014. Mangole will deal with you, not me Madam.

MADAM
CHAIRPERSON:
Order!
Order!
Honourable Members, I now call upon the Minister of
Basic Education to respond to the debates.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you Madam Chairperson. I have listened to eight
(8) Members of this House making contributions to my
motion and I respond as follows:
Let me start in fact by addressing the last contributor,
Honourable Nkaigwa. As often he had side jabs and not
only concentrating on issues at hand, but I think I am
going to do likewise. He commented about somebody
that he knows or heard about, read about, who has a
Doctorate that he bought. I guess he was very happy
that he knows somebody. I guess he is referring to
some English teacher, who actually after writing a
composition, got a Doctorate. I know people including
myself sir, who have a few Doctorates, who did not buy
any one of them in universities abroad.
There is a process which if not educated, you will never
get to appreciate. If you are not educated, you will never
know how you even get an Honorary Doctorate. It is
motivated, argued, presented by certain people you have
never met. People say, “this person because of what he/
she has done, deserves a Doctorate.” Not by writing
an English composition. Even that person that you are
referring to who has an English Doctorate, hey! The one
in Ledumang…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Laughter!)…
DR DOW: I am not a jury...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable
Davids.
DR DOW: Anyone who failed Form 5 during the time
of their study should keep quiet.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Inaudible) ...
DR DOW: I have ample time, do not fret.
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
the Honourable Minister is actually imputing some
improper motive, to the effect that anyone who has not
reached Form 5, should keep quiet. I want to believe that
Madam Chairperson, we are all Honourable Members
here. When I spoke about people who have attained
Doctorates, I know that they have actually acquired it
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Members,
that is not a point of order. Again, Honourable Minister,
was being general and did not mention any name. But
it is not a point of order.
DR DOW: Thank you Madam Chairperson...
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. No! No! Madam
Chairperson, I wanted to find out whether it is proper
for the Minister to segregate or discriminate those that
did not do well in Form 5 in this Parliament, is it proper?
Is it procedural? Is it fair to those who did not achieve
that? Whether she is saying that to whoever, what I want
to find out is whether it is fair? Whether it is procedural
for people to be discriminated because they did not pass
their Form 5?
DR DOW: I withdraw.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Wait! Wait! Even before
you withdraw, it is her choice. I mean she was not out
of order and I had already made that ruling.
DR DOW: Thank you very much. The point I was
making is that the Honourable Members in this House,
benefited from great education as they say and has since
gone down according to what they are saying. I am very
happy that all of them now have Doctorates, whether
they bought them or did not buy them, I mean the ones
across the aisle. Let me not dwell much on this issue, it
will derail me.
Let me talk about those who were serious about their
education and they were many. As I have already stated,
there were eight speakers who made their submissions.
The first one to speak was Honourable Moipisi, I
have noted that. He was complaining about schools in
Kgalagadi and he said that we should look at them. We
are aware of all these concerns and we have a programme
specific to those schools like Matsha on what could
be done. Only yesterday we had a meeting over that
particular school and we are beginning to come up with
a programme to look at what is the problem there. So
Honourable Moipisi I understood you. The suggestions
that you put forward are some of the things that we are
considering, but also we appreciate your contribution.
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Honourable Mmatli said that education is power; results
are going down. This is a lament, I am sure, we heard
from more than just one person. Unfortunately it is a
lament that we hear from across the world. If anybody
was watching television only two weeks ago, there
was that same lament in France. If anybody is reading
anything out of the United Nation (UN) it is a lament
that we hear all the time.

you have gone in terms of ending corporal punishment
in schools.

One of the reasons is simply that we are living in a very
fast changing world, and the manner of teaching that
was used 100 years ago, 50 years ago, must change.
That is one of the reasons last year that we adopted
Education and Training Sector Strategic Plan (ETSSP)
to really appreciate the way in which the people in this
House were taught 50 years ago, a time when corporal
punishment was applied and by the way, I just want to go
on record that, you know, I am not one of the believers
that violence begets good results. So, in terms of just
beating children, I think we will have to do that at our
homes. I am unable to give my teachers carte blanche to
beat children. So, that one I am sorry I am unable to; it
is a recommendation that I do not endorse.
Somebody was talking about long stays, about no
transfers. It is very interesting because on one level
someone at Kgalagadi will say, “teachers do not stay,
they want to go,” and somebody will say there are long
stays. I really think that is one issue that perhaps at
one point we should have a more detailed discussion
about. One of the reasons why private schools do well is
because there are no transfers. Teachers go there, create
a community, create a particular culture and they know
that they are going to be here the next four years, next
five years, but if you are actually in a school and you
are hoping for that brown envelope because you are
going to be leaving soon, I am sure that is going to affect
results as well. That is an issue that we will discuss at
some other time.
Honourable Biggie Butale also said that corporal
punishment should be applied. Again I am sorry I am
unable to agree with him on that. He talked about Adopta-School Programme. I want to take this opportunity to
thank everybody and all individuals…
MR KEORAPETSE: On a point of clarification
Minister. Honourable Minister, I tend to agree with you
on the issue of corporal punishment, but I know it is
still going on in schools. I know when you were still on
human rights issues; you once successfully took up an
issue at the High Court. I just wanted to know how far

DR DOW: Thank you very much for that question.
My Ministry is regulated by the law that actually was
passed by this Parliament, not necessarily you but by
Parliament. Therefore, as long as it is in the statutory
books to allow for corporal punishment in those limited
situations, of course it is going to continue in that very
limited form. My view and the motivation that I want
to move within my own Ministry and to bring it here is
really that there is no room for violence against anybody
weaker than you to instil good behaviour. It just does not
work. So, I do not believe in that. That is me; I might
bring it here, you may disagree with me and that is still
okay, but that is me. So, I hold that particular view.
Somebody talked about maintenance or many people
talked about maintenance of schools. Actually somebody
was saying they do not see any list of maintenance, what
schools have been maintained. Let me just take five
minutes to inform this House what schools are actually
due to be maintained this particular year because I think
it will be helpful. We have; Kelemogile at Ramotswa,
Ramotswa at Ramotswa, Baratani at Otse, Gaborone
West at Gaborone, Masilo Junior Secondary School and
Moruakgomo Junior Secondary School at Molepolole,
Nare Sereto at Gabane, Sedibelo at Mochudi, Mathiba
at Kanye, Mogale at Maokane, Diratsame at Moshupa,
Madawu at Nswazi, Zwenshambe at Zwenshambe,
Kauxwi at Okavango, Shakawe at Shakawe, Moeti at
Maun, Kgalemang Motsete at Serowe, Boikhutso at
Selebi Phikwe, Makhubu at Selebi Phikwe, Orapa at
Orapa and Mmaphula at Palapye. Those are the schools
that we are going to maintain in 2017/2018. I will make
that available to everybody else.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of
clarification Madam Chairperson. Madam Chairperson,
I want to ask the Minister if she has exhausted that list.
Have you ever gone to Shoshong Senior Secondary
School? Have you ever read the report that Honourable
Batshu submitted in 2013 which showed maintenance
works that should be done and note that the situation
which was witnessed by Mr Batshu is still the same.
DR DOW: Thank you. That is the list as per officials’
prioritisation. The truth of the matter is that since that
time I have actually received various representations
from various Members of this House, saying, “mine is
worse than those other schools, min should be included”.
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I think maybe the team is going there this coming week,
at Shoshong because of certain photographs that were
sent to us. The fact is that funds are not enough. This is
major maintenance; there is minor maintenance which is
going to actually happen, but the list is complete unless
it is something really dire. So, I know that you came to
me many times; you are not the only one.

that emphasises decentralisation that the management of
school vacation…

MR NKAIGWA: Clarification Madam Chairperson.
Thank you Madam Chair. Thank you Minister. Minister,
even in Gaborone North Marang junior secondary
school has never been maintained since it was built. So,
I plead that as you will be going around checking other
schools, please go to Marang and see how that museum
looks like.

MADAM
CHAIRPERSON:
Order!
Honourable Members, you are too noisy!

DR DOW: Thank you very much Honourable Member.
We respond to information as collected by officials,
but sometimes through Parents Teacher Association
(PTA), sometimes through Honourable Members, both
from this side or from across the aisle. I also want to
emphasise that my office is open, please come and let
us talk. If you think of a particularly bad situation, about
anything, some of you come to my office both from this
side and on the other side. So, please continue to do that
and maybe we can convince the officials that when we
re-assess I will certainly look at them.
Let me move on from maintenance and talk about other
things.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
DR DOW: Ah! No, I am not allowing any clarification.
Someone talked about the power of school heads;
saying that it is necessary that we should decentralise
power. I think that was Honourable Lelatisitswe. One of
the key aspects of ETSSP is to decentralise, and one of
the things that we are going to decentralise; in fact let
me take this opportunity to actually…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
DR DOW: I am not taking any more clarifications
please! I am losing time. Madam Chairperson, let me
just pause to address an issue that has been raised and
debated within and outside this House. An issue that
some people say is of decentralisation that there is too
much regulation of schools by the headquarters. One of
the things has to do with the timetabling of teachers’
hours of work. I take this opportunity to inform this
House that the Ministry’s Education and Training Sector
Strategic Plan (ETSSP) Policy which is a strategy in part
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
DR DOW: Please listen because you have long talked
about this issue that the management of school vacation
periods…
Order!

DR DOW: …shall be largely left to school heads and
more particularly that a teacher’s hours of work shall be
regulated by a timetable and/or written instructions set
out by the school head obviously having consulted. That
a teacher who is not on leave during school holidays
shall be available for duty as shall be directed by the
school head in a timetable or written instructions, but
shall otherwise not be required to attend school. This
is the one thing that teachers have been agitating for,
saying that if they do not have actual duty during school
holidays, can they go home. So the decision is that
we will leave that to the school heads right now, but
a teacher who is not on leave may be directed to come
back to school if there is an emergency and urgent duty.
Otherwise henceforth, timetabling of hours of work
shall be left to teachers and they shall decide whether
or not the timetable does not require that the teachers
can actually go home on school holidays as was the
case before the current Public Service Act which was
misinterpreted to suggest that the teacher should not go
home on school holidays.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR DOW: Did you ask what I am saying in Setswana?
Honourable Kgoroba lamented the large class sizes and
more particularly he was talking about Mogoditshane
and said there are 60 kids in some of the classrooms. So
we have noted that and we will look into it. 60 is a large
number for children to be in one classroom. I note that
and certainly my officials were listening yesterday, they
will be following it up to see what can be done about
that to see whether or not the response is introducing
an assistant teacher or further breaking up the classes. I
really want to emphasise Honourable Members that we
do not have enough schools. Children are born every
day and more children get to enrol for school.
On the other hand we want all kids to go to school.
You also talked about remediation; I believe it was
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Honourable Kgoroba. We note what you are saying about
that. We actually do have an aggressive programme right
now on remediation and also special methods of making
sure that teachers actually offer remediation. So we are
looking into that because we understand it very much.

Ngware to hear them out. I understand his complaint,
nobody can…

You talked about the evil of automatic progression. In
fact if there is proper remediation, then there will be
limited need for repeats because teachers should be
able to see their kids as they are catching up and what
additional remedial classes are necessary to make sure
that they do not fall behind. We know that repeating is
actually not good for the psychological wellbeing of
a child. When they are not with their peers and they
are a year behind, there are consequences as well. So
while there are very limited repeats, we think we should
emphasise remediation instead of repeats, but they must
go hand in hand.
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Minister. Probably as you also consider the various
methods of remediation, because the workload on the
teacher may also be too much, consider extra teachers to
assist on that. Secondly on the infrastructure in terms of
classrooms, if at all the funds are limited, again consider
maybe a reasonable foundation for future construction
and temporary structures like porta camps on top of that
foundation. Just to augment the situation.
DR DOW: Thank you Honourable Member. I agree
with you totally that when you have a large class, there
is more work, there is more grading. It is just really
more work, I agree with you. When you talk about more
classrooms, one of the things that we are looking at is also
to begin to find out if there are other methods of building
that are cheaper than the standard brick and mortar. So
we are saying going forward our Invitations to Tender
(ITTs) should actually call for alternative methods of
building because we could build more classrooms if
we go different ways instead of the traditional way. So
I totally agree with you on that particular one. We are
certainly concerned about this one.
Honourable Kablay was particularly upset. Honourable
Kablay has invited me to Ngware, he suggested that
when I get there the car should be left running …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Laughter!)…
DR DOW: He said that when I get to the Ngware
Kgotla, the car I am travelling in should not be turned
off because the residents are not thrilled about the fact
that the school has not been built. I am going to go to

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)…
DR DOW: So, I am taking the invitation, I will go and
we will see what we can do in terms of how the Ngware
community can be accommodated. We know that school
are built according to population, sometimes dynamics
change. So, unfortunately I cannot say the school
promised to Ngware is going to be built. It will not be
built in the current financial year. I will go and explain
why that is. I will switch off the vehicle with the hope
that you will defend me.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister,
Standing Order 15 states that you should stick to one
language. Proceed.
DR DOW: Honourable Kesupile also invited me to his
school. The great thing with modern technology is that I
communicate with my officials immediately to say there
is an invitation, or there is a school that is performing
well but it is not well known and so I will certainly be
going there as invited to go and congratulate them. One
Honourable Member yesterday was saying that I should
not congratulate a certain school because it had attained
a 60 per cent pass rate. At that school that attained the
60 per cent Honourable Member, there is a student who
got nine (9) A* and one (1) A, and so if that child could
get to hear a Member of Parliament saying that I should
not go and congratulate them because the others did not
do well what will they say?
Let me just also conclude by saying this before I move
that when you lament, lament and lament but never ever
acknowledge advances and those who have done well,
you are discouraging them. There are many teachers
across this country who work very hard, under very
hard conditions and when you constantly almost vilify
their work, it is really not good. I think there is no doubt
that there must be strong language, strong comments
about the standard of education of this country. There
must be demand for change. There must be demand for
improvement. There must be demand for more resources
in schools. There must be more training of teachers or
whatever it is but please do not forget that real people
work out there and they work very hard, that real kids
sit for examinations out they and they do very well and
they excel in other countries competing with the other
people at the international level. Let us not forget that
there are also those very great markets out there and
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let us approve them as well. With those words Madam
Chairperson, I want to conclude my presentation of
the 2017/2018 Recurrent and Development Budget
request for my Ministry. Therefore I move that the
sum of P6 801 546 190 under the Recurrent Budget
and the sum of P 844 944 013 under the Development
Budget be approved and stand part of the Schedule of
the 2017/2018 Appropriation Bill, which is Bill No.1 of
2017 for Organisation 0600 in the Development Fund
Estimates. I thank you Madam Chairperson and I move
accordingly.
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 0700 - MINISTRY OF
INVESTMENT, TRADE AND INDUSTRY
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please note that two (2)
hours 25 minutes have been allocated to this organisation
and I shall call upon the Honourable Minister to reply to
the debate at 1725 hours today and the question will be
put at 1755 hours.
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Madam Chairperson,
I have the honour to present my Ministry’s budget
proposals for 2017/18 under the Development and
Recurrent Expenditures, Organisation 0700. Before I
present the budget proposals, I wish to highlight that
we are doing relatively well towards achieving our set
targets in areas such as value of investment attraction
and performing well in areas such as value of exports
and business start-ups. We also continue work on
improving the ease of doing business environment and
global competitiveness.
Madam Chairperson, the Global Competitiveness Report
that was released on the 28th September 2016 ranked
Botswana 64 out of 138 countries and in the 2017 Ease of
Doing Business Report, Botswana improved one place,
from position 72 in 2016 to 71 in the 2017 Report. In the
Global Enabling Trade Report that was released on 1st
December 2016, Botswana made significant strides on
the efficiency front as indicated by the country leading
the region at position one (1) followed by Rwanda and
South Africa, respectively.
From April 2016 to December 2016, cumulative
employment created by my Ministry stands at a
total of 6 275 jobs, compared to 4 375 around the
same time in the last financial year. Total investment
realised through business facilitation provided by
Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC), Citizen
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Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA) and
Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) across
different business sectors accounted for P1.529 billion.
The country is generally doing well in the property and
manufacturing sector, which pertains to production of
goods as well as development of infrastructure targeted
towards promoting manufacturing.
UPDATE ON PROGRESS DURING 2016/17
Madam Chairperson, may I proceed by giving an update
on the implementation of my Ministry’s core mandate
with regards to legislation, policies, strategies, initiatives
and programmes during the 2016/17 financial year.
LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Review of the Trade Act, 2003
Following the approval of the Doing Business Reforms
Roadmap, it has become necessary for the Trade Act,
2003 to be reviewed. It is envisaged that this review
will facilitate smooth implementation of the reform
programme agenda to ease the burden of starting a
business in Botswana. The review of the Act will entail
simplification of licensing procedures, maintaining
licenses only for areas related to public health and
safety and improving efficiency in service delivery. The
review will also consider the abolishment of Licensing
Committees at local authorities and result in subject
ministries being responsible for issuing licenses under
their portfolio mandate. It is anticipated that the draft
Bill will be presented to Parliament in July, 2017.
Review of the Liquor Act, 2003.
The Liquor Act, 2003 was enacted to comprehensively
regulate trade in liquor to curb ills and harms
associated with excessive alcohol consumption and/or
abuse, as well as to reduce the proliferation of liquor
outlets. Notwithstanding the achievements of the
Act, including the reduction of operating hours for
the sale of intoxicating liquor, there are challenges in
its implementation, which have therefore rendered it
subject for review. These include the need to provide
definitions of terms such as ‘liquor depot’, ‘major road’
and ‘highway’ to allow for uniform interpretation of the
Act. The Bill will be presented at the July, 2017 sitting
of Parliament.
Review of the Consumer Protection Act
Following the identification of deficiencies in the
Consumer Protection Act, 1998, Government started
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the review of the Act and is being finalised with a view
to presenting it, along with the Competition Act, to the
July, 2017 sitting of Parliament.
Review of the Competition Act
The Competition Authority has been operational for
four (4) years, and some implementation challenges
have been identified. These include the structure of the
Commission and its relationship to the Authority in the
execution of its quasi –judicial function and the omission
of provisions for indemnity for both members of the
Commission and employees of the Authority for acts
done in the course of their employment. As a result, my
Ministry is amending the Act to include these changes
and to accommodate the mandate of the Consumer
Protection Office. The review of the Competition Act is
being finalised with a view to presenting it to Parliament
in July, 2017.
Amendment of the Industrial Property Act (Cap
68:03)
Madam Chairperson, Companies Intellectual Property
Agency (CIPA) will initiate the amendment of the
Industrial Property Act during 2017/18 to facilitate the
provision of online registration of intellectual property
rights. The amendment will further seek to improve
patent provisions in the current Act to facilitate access
to medicines as recognised by the World Trade
Organization (WTO) under the Trade Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) Agreement. As
a precursor to the amendment of the Act, a number of
consultative forums have already been held with the
relevant stakeholders during 2016/17.
Amendment of the Copyright and Neighbouring
Rights Act (Cap 68:02) to align it to the Marrakesh
Treaty
Madam Chairperson, following Botswana’s accession
to the Marrakesh Treaty, which facilitates access to
published works by Persons who are Blind, Visually
Impaired and Print Disabled, during the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Assemblies
held in Geneva Switzerland from the 3rd to 11th October
2016, the next step is the domestication of the Treaty.
This involves the amendment of the Copyright and
Neighbouring Rights Act to align it with the provisions
of the Treaty, which will commence during 2017/18.
Review of the Industrial Development Act, 2006
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Madam Chairperson, the Industrial Development Act,
2006 is being reviewed. The objective of the review
is to among others; reduce the number of licences and
to simplify the licencing procedure for manufacturing
activities that have an impact on human health and safety.
It is anticipated that the draft Bill will be presented to
Parliament in July, 2017.
Review of the Control of Goods, Prices and Other
Charges Act, 1973
Madam Chairperson, the review of Control of
Goods, Prices and Other Charges Act of 1973 has
been postponed until the amendment/development
of legislation which will cover regulations under the
Act. These include, amongst others, development of
Petroleum Products Supply Act, which once developed
will regulate petroleum prices and petroleum products
levy. While awaiting the amendment/development of
the legislation, the review of regulations of the Act
has been initiated to align the regulations to the latest
national and international developments.
FORMULATION/REVIEW/IMPLEMENTATION
OF LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND STRATEGIES
Implementation of the Gambling Act, 2012
The Gambling Authority is fully operational and
has commenced implementation of the Gambling
Act through the Gambling Regulations with effect
from April 2016. The Authority will issue licences
as provided for under the Act. Casino licences will
be issued for Gaborone, Palapye, Maun and Kasane
through land based casinos, whilst betting and lotteries
will be offered country-wide through land based
operations as well as internet and cellular networks.
We expect the national lottery and other new licensee
to be operational by the end of the financial year
2017/2018. The licenses are expected to attract Foreign
Direct Investment to Botswana and generate substantial
revenue for the fiscus. The Authority has commissioned
baseline research into gambling in Botswana and to this
end; a reference committee has been set up to drive this
process to ensure appropriate interventions with respect
to responsible gambling.
The Companies and Business Names Online
Registration System
Madam Chairperson, the implementation of the
Companies and Business Names Online Registration
System Project funded by the New Zealand Government
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is ongoing. To facilitate the implementation of the
project, the partnership arrangement between the
New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(MFAT) and the Ministry of Investment, Trade and
Industry (MITI) was signed on 16th July, 2016. Full
implementation of the project was delayed

foundries. Access to scrap will enhance local foundries’
ability to manufacture products without the daunting
challenges of access to raw materials.

by the review of the Companies Act and the Registration
of Business Names Act to provide for online registration
of companies and business names, and the enactment of
the re-registration Bill, which are still being processed by
the Attorney General (AG’s) Chambers. It is anticipated
that the Bills will be presented to the July, 2017 session
of Parliament.

Madam Chairperson, CIPA is undertaking the
Modernization of the Intellectual Property Office
project, which aims to establish an efficient and
effective operational and technical framework for the
business processes related to the intellectual property
applications and registration processes. The project will
allow the Companies and Intellectual Property Authority
to offer online registration of intellectual property rights
to improve service delivery.

Formulation of a Unique Identification Number
(UIN) Project
Madam Chairperson, CIPA has partnered with the
Botswana Unified Revenue Service (BURS) and the
Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Board (PPADB)
for implementation of a Unique Identification Number
(UIN) project, which will enable streamlining of
information provided by companies and businesses. The
commencement of the UIN project is, however,
dependent on the finalization of the Companies and
Business Names Online Registration System project,
which is currently ongoing.
Funding of Projects under the Levy on Technical
Devices Fund
Madam Chairperson, CIPA administers the Levy on
Technical Devices Fund, which, to date, has funded a
total of 17 projects to the value of P14.5 million out
of which P8.5 million has already been disbursed. The
funded projects are in the areas of book publishing,
capacity building in theatre, crafts, music, film and
television production and software development. The
projects are expected, at full implementation, to provide
employment opportunities, especially for the youth in
the creative industry.
Implementation of the Industrial Development
Policy
Madam Chairperson, the implementation of the
Industrial Development Policy 2014 is continuing.
During the implementation of the Scrap Metal
Regulations, challenges such as inadequate access to
scrap metal by local foundries were experienced. In this
regard, the scrap Metal Regulations will be reviewed
with a view to improving access to scrap metal for local
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Modernization of the Intellectual Property Office
Project

This project is funded by the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), and commenced in 2016/17
with the upgrade of software and will continue during
2017/18 with the data validation aspect of the project
that will ensure data integrity of the intellectual property
database maintained by CIPA. The project is expected to
be completed by 2018.
Development of the National Intellectual Property
(IP) Policy
Madam Chairperson, CIPA has initiated the process
of developing the National Intellectual Property
Policy for Botswana. The World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO) has already identified a consultant
to assist CIPA in developing this Policy. The objective
of the Policy will, among others, be to increase public
awareness on Intellectual Property Rights in Botswana
and their economic, social and cultural benefits.
DOING
BUSINESS
COMPETITIVENESS

AND

GLOBAL

Madam Chairperson, I am also delighted to inform this
Honourable House that there has been considerable
improvements in some of the pillars that previously did
not perform well in the Global Competiveness Rankings.
These are higher education and training with a ranking
of 88th compared to 100th last year and goods markets
efficiency moving from 95th position to the current 73rd
position. However, the country continues to do badly
on work ethics and inefficient Government bureaucracy.
This is a great concern as it is counter to our efforts to
lure investors to Botswana. I should therefore point out
that a lot still needs to be done on the pillars that we did
not perform on.
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On the other hand, in the Sub-Saharan African region,
Botswana slid one position, from last year’s 3rd to
4th after Mauritius, Rwanda and Morocco. Despite
marking huge strides on two indicators, dealing with
construction permits and paying taxes which jumped 47
and 16 places, respectively. This was not good enough
to make a big jump in the overall ranking. During 2016,
Botswana managed to implement one reform, separating
rates clearance certificate from construction permits,
which managed to drive up our position by one point.
Madam Chairperson, Government is working closely
with the World Bank to continuously improve the
rankings and ultimately build investor confidence in the
economy. It is worth mentioning that although at a slow
pace, implementation of the Doing Business Reforms
Roadmap is continuous under the administrative
and regulatory reforms. Currently the World Bank is
providing technical assistance under the tax reforms,
trade facilitation, Information and Communication
Technology (ICT), among others. Progress has also
been made under the tax reforms where the e-services
platforms are now open to companies and individual tax
payers. We therefore anticipate to perform better in the
next report.
ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION DRIVE (EDD)
Madam Chairperson, economic diversification continues
to be one of the Government’s national priorities. To
date, a total of P23.279billion worth of purchases for
goods and services has been recorded since the inception
of the EDD Programme in April 2010.
Out of the P23.279 billion, P12.321 billion (53 per
cent) represents purchases from local manufacturers
and service providers (EDD purchases). The breakdown
indicates that only 6 per cent of these recorded purchases
were from manufacturers (including agricultural
producers), with 47 per cent from service providers,
37 per cent from Retailers and 10per cent from foreign
suppliers.
From April to January 2017, total cumulative purchases
amounted to P2.167billion. Out of this figure,
procurement from manufacturers, service providers
and agricultural producers (EDD purchases) amounted
to P1.179 million (59 per cent), retailers P635 million
(32 per cent) and foreign suppliers at P171.6 million (9
per cent). A further breakdown of the EDD purchases
reveals that manufacturers and agricultural producers
account for 8per cent, while service providers make up
51per cent of the P1.179 million.
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Under EDD Certification, from April to January 2016,
614 enterprises have been issued with EDD certificates.
However the total number of enterprises that have been
issued with EDD certificates from April 2010 to January
2016 is 1 945. Of these, 1 653 (85 per cent) are small,
186 (10 per cent) medium and 106 (5 per cent) large.
These 1 945 enterprises together employ 50 339 people.
Implementation of the Dairy Sector Development
Strategy continues to yield positive results as indicated
by the increase in national production of milk. Milk
production stood at 4 550 435 litres of milk (7 per cent
of annual demand) by end of December 2016, while the
annual national milk demand stands at about 65 million
litres.
Progress regarding Milk Afric Project entails Botswana
Development Corporation’s approved loan amounting
to P40million in equity and debt to finance the project
in February 2016. The Company has so far purchased
2000 cows of varying ages. These cows are averaging
33 litres of milk/cow/day. The farm is anticipated to
start production by the 30th June 2017.
Regarding the Leather Strategy implementation, the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the
Leather Industry Park is expected to be completed in
March 2017.
The Draft Joint Venture Agreement for the financing,
design, construction, operation and maintenance of the
Leather Park has been developed. The technical advisor
visited Botswana from the 12th to 16th December,
2016 to sign the contract and made input in project
development, which entails concept development and
EIA study; and a potential technical Partner has been
identified and is also expected to be in place by end of
March, 2017.
PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT
Monitoring of Markets and Enhancement of
Competition
Madam Chairperson, the Competition Authority
continues to monitor markets and enhance competition
in the economy. Since the beginning of this financial
year (2016/17), the Authority completed 41 mergers
which attracted expansion in domestic enterprises with a
capital injection of P3.2 billion. The post-merger impact
assessments conducted during the year by the
Competition Authority on 4 selected decisions on
mergers and acquisitions taken by the Authority
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indicates that 579 new jobs were created and a total
of 12 citizens were empowered through business
ownership, between 2012 and 2015, as a result of the
Authority’s intervention. Furthermore, 22 new retail
sites were opened. The Authority continues to partner
with key stakeholders like Public Procurement and
Asset Disposal Board (PPADB), various Ministerial
Tender Committees (MTCs) to ensure that there is fair
competition for public procurement.
The Competition Authority therefore, hosted a
workshop in collaboration with the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in
July 2016 under the theme Fighting Bid-Rigging in
Public Procurement. Through the joint Memorandum
of Understanding (MoUs) with both PPADB and
Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime (DCEC),
the Authority and both organisations conducted joint
audits on mega projects together with the Office of the
Auditor General. During the current financial year, there
are two ongoing audits at Ramotswa road project and
the Ministry of Health (Central Medical Stores). The
Competition Authority has also been cooperating with
other regional competition agencies in order to benefit
from collaborations on issues of mutual benefit to the
countries in the region.
For the 2017/18 financial year, the Authority will
focus its attention on investigation of anti-competitive
behaviours by enterprises as well as assessment of
mergers that were not notified. This is on the backdrop
that procuring entities at Government level, parastatals
and local authorities have been trained on how to detect
bid rigging and collusive tendering.
Co-operatives Development
Madam Chairperson, my Ministry continues to view
Co-operative development and promotion as one
of the means for Citizen Economic Empowerment
hence an engine to drive the Poverty Eradication and
Employment Creation Initiatives in the Republic. Cooperative development is therefore among our Priority
areas for attainment of the Sustainable Development
Goals.
Madam Chairperson, let me highlight that Co-operatives
are faced with many challenges, which include among
others, lack of funding, poor corporate governance
and member participation and apathy. My Ministry,
through the Department of Co-operatives Development,
continues to implement the Co-operative Transformation
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Strategy, to revamp and resuscitate the dwindling cooperatives into globally competitive businesses. There
are currently 252 Registered Co-operatives Societies
throughout the Country. Out of these a total of 159 (63
per cent) are operational, 23 (9 per cent) are dormant,
42 (17 per cent) start-ups, while 28 (11 per cent) are
under liquidation and have contributed to six hundred
and thirteen (613) jobs.
Madam Chairperson, Co-operative access to funding
remains a major setback to co-operative development.
It is with pleasure to report that Dibete Grass Harvesters
Multipurpose Co-operative Society’s benefited from the
Poverty Eradication Programme to the tune of P440,000
for the construction of offices, warehouse as well as
facilitating water connection. The project is almost
complete and only awaits for electricity connection
There are a number of Co-operative Societies which
have submitted their applications for funding from
various government initiatives/programmes, which
include Poverty Eradication Programme eight (8),
two (2) for Livestock Management and Infrastructure
Development (LIMID) and two (2) for Youth
Development. These applications if successful will
improve the turnaround time for co-operative start-up
and also open up employment opportunities as these
are worker co-operatives where members become
employees with monthly income thereby improving
their socio-economic status.
Madam Chairperson, in order to meet the ever growing
technological demands, the Botswana Co-operative
Movement (BOCA), through guidance from my
Ministry resolved to acquire a unitary Computerised
system which has been dubbed Co-operative
Management Information System (COOPMIS). Madam
Chairperson, youth participation in Co-operatives is
core for the sustenance of the Co-operative movement.
In this regard, Botswana joined Lesotho and Swaziland
to form a tripartite structure/forum for Youths in
these three countries. Last year (December 2016)
we successfully hosted the Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland (BOLESWA) Youth Co-operative Forum in
which 317 youth participated. Among others the forum
discussed the Draft Memorandum of Understanding
between the three (3) countries aimed at regulating
BOLESWA Youth Co-operative Federation activities.
Developments at the SPEDU Region
Madam Chairperson, Government approved a
Revitalization Plan whose major aim is to guide
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revitalisation of the economy of the SPEDU Region
to ensure its sustainability. In addition, a Coordinator
was appointed to provide the critical link between
Government and SPEDU Company on the one hand; and
the private sector and SPEDU community on the other
hand. Further, Government has approved a package of
fiscal and non-fiscal incentives for the SPEDU Region
which includes tax, Government off take and provision
of infrastructure. These incentives are meant to address
specific industry bottlenecks and their competitiveness
requirements.
Some of the projects already in the area; Kwenantle
Farms, a private company took over the operations
of Talana Farms during the financial year 2016/2017.
With a planned investment of over P20 million out of
which at least P18.5 million has already been rolled
out, the project has commenced operations with 80
hectares already under irrigated cultivation for cereals
(maize) and soya beans (66 HA), tomatoes (8 HA)
and butternuts (6 HA). A total of 62 people have been
engaged so far and recruitment will continue until a
full staff complement of 200 is attained supporting the
optimization of available capacity.
Madam Chairperson, a 42 kilometre electric power line
along the banks of the Motloutse River was launched in
December 2016. Its construction is 70 per cent complete
and farmers in the area will be able to connect and
improve their farming productivity. In the same area a
number of businesses are starting their business there.
A wholly citizen owned company manufactures mobile
telephone handsets and a technology service provider
(both hardware and software) within the Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) sector is setting up.
The company is already providing entry level handsets
in African markets in countries such as Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. The advent of enterprises
of this calibre signifies an important paradigm shift
from the conventional manufacturing. This company
will employ 100 people by end of the financial year
and comes with an investment of over P20 million for
the first stage of operations. The second stage, which
will entail product and market diversification will
include manufacturing of other electronic goods such
as television sets, computers (laptops and desktops) and
refrigeration products.
Madam Chairperson, an ICT solution and service
provider whose main value proposition is to provide
various technology solutions such as livestock
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identification technologies, queue management systems
and e-pay solution is also setting up. The project will
employ 200 people at an initial cost of P3 million.
Madam Chairperson, the ongoing development of the
National AGOA (American Growth and Opportunity
Act) Response Strategy for Botswana has since seen to
heightened investor interest in the textiles sector. SPEDU
has during the financial year successfully facilitated
the acquisition and subsequent renovation of three (3)
factory shells each of 2,000 square meters for Puget
Creation Designs (Pty) Limited. At full operations, the
project will employ a total on 1,600 people.
Madam Chairperson, Dam Tourism Master Plans are
at different stages of completion. By the end of 2016,
the Letsibogo Master Plan was concluded. Dikgatlhong
Dam Master Plan is still at draft report stage and will
reach completion within the financial year 2017/2018. It
is my belief that my Honourable colleague, T. S. Khama
will expand on these plans through the Organisation
Botswana Tourism Organisation (BTO) when he does
his presentation. SPEDU successfully facilitated
allocation of a 10 hector piece of leased land for the
purposes of setting up a pharmaceutical plant in Selebi
Phikwe. The plant will produce among other products
anti-retroviral (ARVs) drugs, liquid suspensions, powder
based medicines, pills and tables as well as intravenous
fluids. Madam Chairperson, Pula Dynes (Pty) Limited
commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) consultative process toward the end of 2016. The
project is on target to commence operations by the end
of the current financial year. An amount of P300 million
will be invested in the project and once in full operation,
300 direct jobs will be created. During construction an
additional 900 jobs will be created.
Madam Chairperson, Oxygen Gas (Pty) Limited was
allocated under a lease agreement a 4.6-hectare industrial
piece of land in July 2016. The company intends to set
up an air separation plant for the production of oxygen,
nitrogen and other gasses. These gases are used for
industrial and medical purposes. EIA consultative
processes were completed by end of 2016. The project,
which entails a P45 million investment, will create 140
jobs once in full operation. Construction is anticipated
to commence by the end of the financial year 2017/18.
Standards Development
Madam Chairperson, during the 2016/2017 financial
year, Botswana Bureau of Standards (BOBS) developed
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a total of 164 standards for different sectors which were
approved as Botswana Standards. The main purpose
for developing standards, which are market driven, is
to ensure their availability to industry, with the view
of enhancing competitiveness, as well as improved
accessibility to both domestic and foreign markets.
Additionally, standards are developed to assist regulators
and procuring entities to reference in regulations and in
procurements respectively.
Standards Implementation
Madam Chairperson, implementation of standards
is among other modes facilitated through training of
industry on conformity assessment issues, provision
of certification and laboratory services. In relation
to training, courses offered were in the fields of
Quality Management, Occupational Health and Safety
Management, and Laboratory Management where a
total of 27 courses were conducted with 463 personnel
trained. Through the certification services, three (3)
companies had their Quality management systems
certified whilst two (2) had an aggregate of four (4)
licenses issued for the use of the Standards Mark on
their manufactured products.
To ensure consistent quality of products as defined by
the standards implemented in industry, a total of 215
pieces of measuring equipment were calibrated for
medical/testing laboratories, 57 for the construction
industry, 30 for the aviation industry and 66 in the food
manufacturing industry. These instruments were drawn
from a total of 53 client organizations. Furthermore
a total of 187 customers submitted 782 samples for
testing. A total of 483 Test Reports indicating the
degree of compliance to standards being implemented
have been issued to the client organizations to base
their decision making level of quality on. Additionally,
weighing and measuring equipment used in trade was
verified to ensure fair and credible transactions with
the aim of protecting consumers. To this end, 601
Weighing instruments, 967 Liquid Fuel Dispensers and
39 Weighbridges were verified during the year.
To further streamline the administration of the
Standards (Imports Inspection) Regulations, (SIIR),
registration and assessment of service providers was
enhanced during the 2016/17 financial year resulting
in agreements signed with Six Recognised Inspection
Bodies which are charged with providing inspection
services for all designated imports.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Rapid Incubation Project
Madam Chairperson, the refurbishment of Plot 1215
named Kutla has been completed and a temporary
occupation certificate has been issued by Gaborone
City Council. Progress on key milestones is as follows:
Nine (9) machines to be used for production of tomato/
ketchup, potato wafers, packaging solutions, soya
milk production, wire nail making and sunflower oil
extraction, socks knitting, liquid detergent and toilet
paper roll making are at Kutla. Two (2) other machines
for producing ice cream cone and bread making are
expected to arrive in Botswana end of February 2017.
We believe with all these machines in place the trainees
will be on board and they would be able to be trained
so that they can go to the market and be able to produce
and make a living for themselves. One (1) machine
(Cornflakes still waiting for the shipping documents).
Commissioning and installation of machinery is expected
to commence in February 2017, starting with machines
already at the incubator which is nine. Currently 12
draft curricula for all projects have been developed and
are awaiting finalisation by manufacturers once they
arrive end of February 2017 with Operation to start in
April 2017.
A total of 51 spaces are available for occupation and
the occupancy performance level was at 48 (94 per
cent).The Pilane Incubator has sixteen (16) spaces and
occupancy rate is currently at 16/16 or 100 per cent.
The Leather Industries Incubator has eight (8) spaces
for leather products and footwear and is currently at 6
occupancy or 75 per cent. The Francistown Industrial
Business Incubator is currently at 92 per cent occupancy
with 12 out of 13 spaces occupied. The Glen Valley
Horticulture Incubator (Training with Production) (Nov
2011).Occupancy at Glen Valley of the 14 spaces is
currently at 100 per cent.
Business Review
Madam Chairperson, the LEA through its capacity
building programmes, submitted 1 331 businesses with
a total value of P334 million to different financiers
between April and December 2016 for funding against
a target of 820. A total of 1019 training sessions were
conducted against a target of 851. Clients were trained
in interventions such as Tradeshow readiness, Branding
Packaging and labelling, intellectual property training,
clustering, Entrepreneurship Development Training,
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Marketing and Business Planning. A total 1,054
monitoring sessions were conducted against a target
of 1,188 Mentoring Activities Conducted, 9 mentoring
activities were conducted against a target of 8, while 52
Coaching activities were conducted against a target of
20. Entrepreneurship Awareness Workshops (EAW)
Madam Chairperson, the LEA conducts Entrepreneurship
Awareness Workshops, a flagship Programme seeking
to promote general entrepreneurship and SMME
awareness among the Youths. The Programme targets
secondary school leavers, vocational education trainees
as well as prison inmates left with six (6) months to
complete their sentences. From 1st April 2016 to 31
December 2016, 2,366 participants attended EAW
against a target of 1,685.
Funding for Businesses through the
Entrepreneurial Development Agency

Citizen

Madam
Chairperson,
Citizen
Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA) continues to implement
its mandate of financing small, medium and large scale
businesses countrywide. Since inception in 2001 to date,
CEDA financed 5 628 projects valued at P3.946 billion.
During the 2016/2017 financial year, CEDA financed
496 projects valued at P393 million as at 31st December
2016. The services sector received funding of P164
million for 333 Projects, Agribusiness sector received
funding of P124million for 100 Projects, while Property
and Manufacturing received funding of P105 million
for 63 Projects. The funded businesses are expected to
create employment opportunities for 2 637 people when
fully operational.
INVESTMENT AND EXPORT PROMOTION
Performance Overview
Madam Chairperson, Botswana Investment and Trade
Centre’s (BITC’s) mandate delivery programmes
continued apace during the financial year 2016/17. In
addition to the above, BITC was assigned by the Rural
Development Council (RDC) to support the Local
Economic Development (LED) agenda. A national
project team comprising of various government
agencies was constituted. The team is tasked with
accelerating the roll out of the LED programme by
implementing projects such as the review of previous
studies on Mapping Investment Opportunities in Towns
and Districts of Botswana emanating from studies
by BITC and LEA, and thereafter the identification

of high impact, low hanging projects per districts for
implementation.
Investment Promotion
Madam Chairperson, as part of an ongoing investor
Aftercare Program, BITC engaged with a total of 86
companies during 2016/2017. The aftercare programme
generated a cumulative investment level of P441.1
million and a total of 687 associated jobs. The aftercare
visits augmented BITC’s investor retention strategy
which is aimed at encouraging companies to retain,
expand and diversify their investment in Botswana. Total
investment generated through BITC for the period up to
December 2016 amounted to P1.19 billion, constituted
by P500.71 million in Foreign Direct Investment and
P688.65 million in Domestic Investment and expansions
of existing investments. This investment generated a
total of 1 908 jobs.
During the period under review, BITC embarked on
investor targeting missions in Germany, Kenya and South
Africa, generating 36 investor interest in key sectors of
automotive, (components and general manufacturing),
primary agriculture production and agro processing,
dairy, resource beneficiation, health, financial services,
professional and business services. BITC facilitated
inward investment and exploratory missions from India,
South Africa, Germany, Kenya, Namibia, Argentina,
Zambia, Mauritius, Namibia, South Korea, similarly
generating investor interest in health, manufacturing,
renewable energy, transport and logistics, horticulture,
floriculture and ICT.
Locally, BITC held local business fora in Lobatse,
Palapye, Francistown, Kasane, Maun, and Selibe
Phikwe to engage local companies to attract investments
into their specific areas. Through the outreach program
BITC shared opportunities available for investment in
the country as well as export opportunities in regional
markets. Further to that BITC, managed to establish
challenges faced by companies and the opportunities
that exist for joint venturing.
Export Development and Promotion
Madam Chairperson, the portfolio of BITC-assisted
companies registered around P1.81 billion of export
sales to-date. BITC executed promotion roadshows to
Zimbabwe - ZITF, South Africa - SAITEX, Mozambique
- FACIM, Zambia – Contact Mission. BITC introduced
five (5) products to Mozambique specifically cellphones,
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surgical threads, towels, beef and PVC pipes as well as
eight (8) products to Swaziland being bar soap, foam
bath, school stationery, cooking oil, canned beef, pet
food, condoms, and human body sprays. Meanwhile,
canned beef, pet food, cooking oil, hair pieces and
condoms were introduced to the Kenyan market.
The implementation of capacity building interventions
through the Botswana Exporter Development
Programme (BEDP) is progressing well. A total of
ten (10) companies are currently being assisted with
the development of export marketing while another
eight (8) are undergoing quality management and
productivity improvement training. The services of
Senior Experten Services (SES) from Germany have
also been engaged to assist local companies to build
enterprise capacity towards export readiness. SES
work alongside the selected companies, to address gaps
identified and provide training to improve efficiencies,
as well as advise on solving technical and organizational
problems.
Global Expo Botswana, 2016
Madam Chairperson, the Global Expo Botswana 2016
was a success. A total of 212 exhibitors took part from 15
countries, surpassing the Expo’s target of 200 exhibitors.
Compared to the 202 exhibitors registered in 2015, this
represents a 5 per cent increase on the exhibitor figure
year on year. Global Expo Botswana 2016 received a
total of 3 233 visitors compared to 2 411 in 2015. Trade
registered at the Expo, as reported by exhibitors, stood
at P4.97 million. Furthermore, the Expo showcased a
total of 12 renowned business seminars with more than
20 international business leaders as resource persons.
Brand Botswana
Madam Chairperson, in an effort to raise global
awareness about Botswana, BITC continues to engage
both local and international audiences through various
initiatives. Inserts highlighting Botswana success stories
were placed in inflight magazines, including Ethiopian
Airlines, Kenya Airways, and South African Airways
Express inflight magazines and hosting of 20 Botswana
SMME companies at the Global Expo Botswana 2016.
Brand Management undertook several initiatives up
to January 2017 and these include; a DSTV campaign
broadcast from August to November across 4 channels
including News Channels – CNN, BBC, Sky News and
Super Sport Channels.
Botswana Trade Portal
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Madam Chairperson, following the launch of the
Botswana Trade Portal by BITC in January 2016, the
trade facilitation tool has continued to grow in user
uptake, due to the intensified promotional activities that
have been conducted. As at December 2016, the Trade
Portal had 11 351 page views from countries such as
Republic of South Africa (RSA), United Kingdom (UK),
United States (US), India, Germany, Poland, Kenya,
Belgium, Japan and the Netherlands. The enquiries
were mostly with regards to regulatory requirements for
exporting and importing in Botswana.
Funding for Investment Projects under Botswana
Development Corporation
The Botswana Development Corporation (BDC)
continues on its recovery path, having posted a profit
before Tax of P224 million before financial year ended
30 June 2016, out of which a gross dividend of P25
million was declared and paid to Botswana Government.
On the investment front, the corporation is continuing to
actively seek opportunities and has recently approved
projects to the value of P520 million, of which a
cumulative total of P161 million has to date been
disbursed to investment projects post the transformation
exercise.
Madam Chairperson, while BDC pipeline of investment
continues to advance, funding remains a potential
constraint to the excursion of the pipeline. The
corporation will nonetheless continue exploring ways to
secure the necessary capital.
TRADE AGGREMENTS
Madam Chairperson, my Ministry continues to negotiate
trade agreements with a view to securing markets for
local goods and services. I wish to highlight progress
as follows:
World Trade Organisation (WTO)
Members continue to make strides in ratifying the WTO
Trade Facilitation Agreement. The Agreement entered
into force since two thirds of the Membership have
deposited such instruments of acceptance. My Ministry
has made extensive consultations with all relevant
stakeholders in preparation for the implementation of
the Agreement. Botswana ratified the Agreement in June
2015 and we are making preparations to notify areas
where Botswana will require technical assistance and
capacity-building to fully implement the Agreement.

Thursday 2nd March, 2017

Southern African Customs Union (SACU)
Madam Chairperson, the SACU 2002 Agreement which
was operationalized in 2004, has since been amended to
include the SACU Summit within the SACU structures.
The Summit will be the highest decision-making body.
Implementation of the amended Agreement came into
force on 16th September 2016. SACU held a Ministerial
retreat in June 2016 with the intent to provide clarity on
the work that needs to be undertaken to resuscitate the
SACU work programme.
SACU-MERCOSUR Preferential Trade Agreement
The SACU-MERCOSUR Preferential Trade Agreement
entered into force on 1 April 2016 following ratification
by all parties. Both parties have commenced to put
in place certain processes and measures to enable the
implementation of the Agreement.
SACU- India Preferential Free Trade Area
Madam Chairperson, negotiations with India have
still not commenced and consultations at SACU
Level continues to pave way for the resuscitation of
negotiations with India.
SACU- European Free Trade Association (EFTA)
The comprehensive review of the SACU-European Free
Trade Association (SACU-EFTA) is still ongoing and is
expected to be finished by the end 2017. Botswana will
strive for better quotas for her beef going to EFTA.
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
With regards to SADC, the region has been developing
the Industrialisation Strategy and Roadmap which
was approved by the Extra-Ordinary Summit in April
2015. The objective of the SADC Industrialization
Strategy and Roadmap is to stimulate major economic
and technological transformation at the national and
regional levels within the context of deeper regional
integration. The Strategy also aims at accelerating the
growth momentum and enhancing the comparative and
competitive advantage of the economies of the region.
The Regional Indicative Strategic Plan (RISDP), which
was also reviewed and approved in April 2015, aligns the
strategic objectives and priorities with the policies and
strategies to be pursued over a period of fifteen years. It
is designed to provide strategic direction with respect to
SADC programmes, projects and activities. Botswana
has aligned her national plans and strategies towards
embracing the regional priorities on industrialisation.
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EU - SADC Economic Partnership Agreement (EUSADC EPA)
Madam Chairperson, the EU-SADC EPA on the goods
chapter was signed in June 2016 in Kasane, Botswana,
and provisional implementation by the EU was on the
10th October 2016, while for SACU Member States
implementation commenced on the 20th October 2016.
We are currently working with the private sector to
ensure that the economy derives optimum benefit from
the negotiated Duty Free Quota Free market access.
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA) – East African Community (EAC) –
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) Agreement
The COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite Free Trade Area
(TFTA) Agreement was launched on 10th June 2015
and 16 member states from a total of 26 signed the
Agreement with rules of origin, tariffs and trade remedies
still outstanding on Phase I negotiations on trade in
goods. The Agreement remains open for signature in
future for Member States. Due to the non-conclusion
of the three outstanding issues which are critical to the
establishment of the Free Trade Area, Botswana did
not sign the Agreement. Once these issues have been
completed, Botswana will sign the Agreement, to expand
Botswana’s market to a population of 625 million. To
date, work on trade remedies has been completed and
will be considered by Tripartite Committee of Senior
Officials during their next meeting. Currently work is
ongoing both at National and Regional levels to advance
outstanding work on rules of origin and tariffs. Once the
work on Rules of Origin is completed, Botswana will
sign the Agreement.
Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA)
The launch of the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA)
in June 2015 gave effect to the commencement of
the CFTA negotiations scheduled for conclusion by
an indicative date of December 2017. The CFTA will
expand Botswana’s market to a population of about 1.6
billion people. The negotiations will be concluded in
two phases, Phase I entailing a two-track negotiation of
trade in goods and trade in services by 2017 and Phase
II covering intellectual property rights, investment and
competition policy as built-in agenda. The African
Ministers of Trade have agreed on Rules of Procedures
for the CFTA negotiations, duly defined the Guiding
principles of the CFTA negotiations and approved
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the Terms of Reference for all the Technical Working
Groups. The work of the Technical Working Groups
commenced in February 2017.
African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA)
The African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA) is a
unilateral trade preference between the United States
of America (USA) and African Member States that was
signed into law in 2000, for a period of eight (8) years.
It expired in 2008 and was extended to September 2015.
The AGOA programme has now been extended by ten
(10) years, and will end on 30 September, 2025. The
Act allows African countries an opportunity to export
6 500 product lines to the USA Duty Free and Quota
Free (DFQF). The products are to be wholly produced
in Africa or partly in other AGOA partner countries.
After years of implementation, there is evidence that
AGOA has resulted in a substantial increase in exports
from Sub-Saharan Africa to the USA, that is between
2001 and 2014 exports from AGOA-eligible countries
increased threefold (from US$ 1.3 billion in 2001 to
US$ 4.4 billion in 2014). In addition, AGOA has resulted
in a quantum increase in USA direct investments in
Africa. In spite of these impressive statistics, it is
acknowledged that only a few countries have taken
advantage of AGOA and the product coverage under
AGOA of these countries’ exports to the USA are still
limited. Botswana is one of those countries that has
had limited success in utilizing the AGOA Preferential
Market, and therefore will develop new strategies to
better take advantage of AGOA opportunities. These
are expected to strategically increase competitiveness
and diversification of beneficiary exports to the USA.
Botswana has developed her own AGOA Strategy with
the assistance of USAID funding the whole process.
The Strategy has since been completed and my Ministry
is finalising the Implementation Matrix to include the
budget and timelines for all the activities.
BUDGET UTILISATION DURING 2016/2017
Madam Chairperson, the 2016/17 overall budget
allocation for my Ministry for both the Recurrent and
Development Expenditures was Nine Hundred and SixtyTwo Million, One Hundred and Fifty-Nine Thousand,
Four Hundred and Thirty Pula (P962,159,430).
The Recurrent Budget provision was Eight Hundred
and Eighty-Eight Million, Six Hundred and
Eleven Thousand, Four Hundred and Thirty Pula
(P888,611,430). Out of that amount, Seven Hundred
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and Eleven Million, Eight Hundred and Thirty
Thousand, Five Hundred and Fifty Pula (P711,830,550)
was for the Ministry’s Parastatal organisations while
One Hundred and Seventy-Six Million, Seven Hundred
And Eighty Thousand, Eight Hundred And Eighty Pula
(P176,780,880) was for the Ministry Departments. To
date, under the Recurrent Budget, Eight Hundred And
Sixty-One Million, One Hundred And Six Thousand,
One Hundred And Nineteen Pula (P861,106,119) or 97
per cent of the budget provision has been expended.
The Development Budget was allocated an amount
of Seventy-Three Million, Five Hundred and FortyEight Thousand Pula (P73,548,000) to cover Botswana
Economic Diversification and Competitiveness
Program, Doing Business Reforms Roadmap
(Implementation support), Leather Industry Park and
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) project. Expenditure
to date amounts to Fifty Million, Nine Hundred and
Seventy- Nine Thousand, Three Hundred and SeventySeven Pula (P51,055,649) or 69.4 per cent of the budget
provision.
BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2017/2018
Madam Chairperson, it is now my pleasure to present
budget proposals for financial year 2017/2018 for my
Ministry, Organisation 0700, to cover both Recurrent
and Development Expenditures. The total proposed
budget is One Billion One Hundred and Fifteen
Million, One Hundred and Ninety-Eight Thousand, Six
Hundred and Forty Pula (P1,115,198,640). This shows
an increase of One Hundred And Fifty-Three Million,
Thirty-Nine Thousand, Two Hundred and Ten Pula
(P153,039,210) or 16 per cent increase as compared to
2016/2017 allocation.
RECURRENT
2017/2018

BUDGET

PROPOSALS

FOR

Madam Chairperson, the 2017/2018 Recurrent Budget
proposal for my Ministry under Organisation 0700 is
Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six Million, Eight Hundred
and Forty-Five Thousand, Six Hundred and Forty
Pula (P936,845,640). This covers the Ministry’s
Departments and Parastatal organisations. The budget
proposal shows an increase of Forty-Eight Million, Two
Hundred and Thirty-Four Thousand, Two Hundred and
Ten Pula (P48,234,210) or 4 per cent from the 2016/17
allocation of Eight Hundred and Eighty-Eight Million,
Six Hundred and Eleven Thousand, Four Hundred And
Thirty Pula (P888,611,430). The increase increment
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on is attributable to the increase in CEDA and CIPA
budgets as well as the 3 per cent Personnel Emoluments.

DEVELOPMENT BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR
2017/2018

The Ministry’s Parastatal organisations namely;
Botswana Bureau of Standards (BOBS), Botswana
Investment and Trade Centre (BITC), Botswana
Trade Commission (BOTC), Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA), Competition Authority,
Companies and Intellectual Property Authority (CIPA),
Gambling Authority, Local Enterprise Authority (LEA),
and SPEDU have been allocated Seven Hundred And
Fifty-Three Million, One Hundred and Ninety-Four
Thousand, One Hundred and Sixty Pula (P753 194
160). The allocation per organization is as follows: Two
Hundred and Ninety-Eight Million, Eight Hundred and
Fourteen Thousand, Seven Hundred and Eighty Pula
(P298 814 780) to CEDA; One Hundred and Forty-One
Million, Six Hundred and Eighty-One Thousand, One
Hundred and Fifty Pula (P141,681,150) to LEA; One
Hundred and One Million, Eight Hundred and Thirty
Thousand, Five Hundred and Sixty Pula (P101,830,560)
to BITC; Sixty-Seven Million, And Sixty-Six Thousand,
Nine Hundred Pula (P67,066,900) to BOBS; FortyNine Million and Forty-One Thousand, Seven Hundred
and Twenty Pula (P49,041,720) to CIPA; Twenty-Nine
Million, Seven Hundred and Fifty-Seven Thousand,
Four Hundred and Twenty Pula (P29,757,420) to
SPEDU; Twenty-Eight Million, Two Hundred and
Fifty-Two Thousand, Two Hundred and Sixty Pula
(P28,252,260) to Competition Authority; Twenty-Six
Million, Seven Hundred and Ninety-Eight Thousand
and Sixty Pula (P26,798,060) to Gambling Authority;
and Nine Million, Nine Hundred and Fifty-One
Thousand, Three Hundred and Ten Pula (P9,951,310)
to BOTC. This leaves the Ministry’ Departments with
a total allocation of One Hundred and Eighty-Three
Million, Six Hundred and Fifty-One Thousand, Four
Hundred and Eighty Pula (P183,651,480).

Madam Chairperson, the 2017/2018 Development
Budget proposal for my Ministry under Organisation
0700 is One Hundred and Seventy-Eight Million,
Three Hundred and Fifty-Three Thousand Pula
(P178,353,000). This represents an increase of One
Hundred and Four Million, Eight Hundred and Five
Thousand Pula (P104,805,000), more than 100 per
cent, above the 2016/2017 budget provision of SeventyThree Million, Five Hundred and Forty-Eight Thousand
Pula (P73,548,000). The proposed budget is to cater
for the following projects: MTI Computerisation
with budget proposal of Nine Hundred Twenty-Five
Thousand Pula (P925,000); MITI Consultancies with a
budget proposal of Twenty Million Pula (P20,000,000);
Leather Industry Park with a budget proposal of
Fifty-Two Million, Four Hundred And Twenty-Eight
Thousand Pula (P52,428,000); Establishment of
Competition, Consumer Tribunal and Protection Unit
at Ten Million (P10,000,000); and Special Economic
Zones with a budget proposal of Ninety-Five Million
Pula (P95,000,000).

Out of the Ministry’s proposed Recurrent Budget of
Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six Million, Eight Hundred
and Forty-Five Thousand, Six Hundred and Forty Pula
(P936,845,640), a total of One Hundred and Seven
Million, Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five Thousand,
Seven Hundred and Eighty Pula (P107,975,780) or 11.5
per cent goes to the Ministry’s Personal Emoluments,
Fifty-Six Million, Two Hundred and Eighteen Thousand,
Seven Hundred and Ninety Pula (P56,218,790) or 6
per cent goes to Other Charges and Seven Hundred
and Seventy-Two Million, Six Hundred and Fifty-One
Thousand, and Seventy Pula (P772,651,070) or 82.5 per
cent goes to Add Back Items.

CONCLUSION
Madam Chairperson, this concludes my presentation
on the 2017 /2018 Recurrent and Development Budget
proposals for my Ministry. I therefore move that the
sum of Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six Million, Eight
Hundred and Forty-Five Thousand, Six Hundred and
Forty Pula (P936,845,640) under the Recurrent Budget
for Organisation 0700 be approved and stand part of
the estimates for the financial year 2017/2018. I move
accordingly and I thank you Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: The floor is open.
MR GAOLATHE (GABORONE BONNINGTON
SOUTH): Thank you Madam Chairperson for this
opportunity to contribute to this important debate on
Investment, Trade and Industry. I would always sound
repetitive about how I am very concerned that every
time a Minister makes a presentation, I always listen
with a view to hearing where we are as a country,
what we have achieved over the past year and over the
past few years and what we intend to achieve over the
coming years.
I understand that one of the aspirations that we should
have as a country is to be a global player. I believe
that we have the potential of being a global player
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in a number of areas. We are already a global player
in minerals. But we could also be a global player in
meat and meat products. We can be a global player in
processed foods in general and medicines. I think that
needs to be a recurring theme that we need to have a
follow through on.
I believe one of our other aspirations implicit somewhere
is that, we should as an economy be able to create truly
creative entrepreneurs as opposed to tenderpreneurs.
There is a big distinction. One of the ways of inculcating
a culture of true creative entrepreneurship is to embed
this idea and culture in the criteria that we have for
procurement, particularly Government procurement.
If for instance, as part of our procurement system, we
always emphasise a priority for companies that are able
to reinvest in themselves, reinvest in innovation and
reinvest as opposed to directors or the owners of those
companies investing in consumables. I think that should
be one of the criteria that we should include as a way of
inculcating a true culture and spirit of entrepreneurship.
As an aspiration, I know we talk about diversifying our
economy. We all talk about creating jobs and that is why
I would expect that we should always have performance
data. Every ministry when it presents its plans, its
aspirations should always give us a sense, a glimpse,
a synopsis over what the matrix are that we should be
looking at and improving. In your Ministry, Honourable
Minister, I know these things are somewhere in the
statistics, hidden deep down in the statistical books but
it would be good that every time you come here, every
year you are able to tell us that you believe the country
whose investment drive you are leading has made gains
in productivity.
Our productivity as a country has gone higher. Our
yields in crop production have gone higher. I want you
to be able to say that manufacturing as part of your
diversification drive, it has improved. The trend is that,
it is continuously going higher as a percentage of the
economy. We want you to be able to come here and say
that technology uptake among your Small, Medium and
Micro Enterprises (SMMEs) companies, technology
uptake in your system is trending higher and it is one
of the things that you are proud of. We want you to
be able to come here every year and say some of the
microeconomic issues, even though you do not have
direct control over, you are pushing utilities prices,
power per kilowatt hour is going lower and water prices.
We need you to be able to do that every year. We need
you to be able to tell us that this year you have created
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so many millionaires as opposed to the last year and two
(2) years ago. We want you to be able to tell us that you
have created millionaires in this particular sector more
than this other particular sector. I think this will help
even your Ministry to be evaluated fairly. It would make
it even more difficult where you have made strides and
where you have achieved, if you are able to give updates
which are based on performance daily, it would…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR GAOLATHE: I do not have much time. One of
the things that I am concerned about again which even
though your Ministry is not directly involved, your
Ministry has to be a huge advocate around coordinating
what are enablers towards what you are trying to do.
You need to be a major advocate for example, around
this economy, this country being able to attract, develop
and retain global talent. Botswana should be a talent hub
and we know the difficulties that we are having with
our immigration, I do not know whether it is policy or
implementation of it but it is extremely difficult for our
country to be bringing in the requisite skills that we
need to develop and achieve the type of the aspirations
that your Ministry has. You need to be in the forefront of
advocating. I believe that our infrastructure investments
are not always aligned with our aspirations.
In one particular area is that of arable farming. I believe
I heard you the other day saying that you had gone to
visit the Cut-Flower Cluster in Kenya. I am sure you
have taken a lot of notes there and you will agree with
me that is one of those areas that would require you
to pressurise Government to invest more in providing
serviced land, land with power and water, so that we
can improve our commercial farming, not our only our
commercial farming, but also we can have a basis to
groom potential farmers, young farmers and transform
them into international commercial farmers.
I have said to the Minister of Finance and Economic
Development, and I will say it to you as well, that I
believe our financing ecosystem is not optimal. What
I mean by our financing ecosystem is that a lot of the
financing that is available in this economy is actually
loan capital, whereas a lot of the types of investments
that this country has to make are the green field’s
investments and start-up companies.
A lot of the sectors that you want to be investing in,
are the types of sectors that generally are long term
investment and for them to be successful, it requires
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us to have a very robust ecosystem with the heavy
component of equity funding.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Butale,
please, we do not have quorum.
MR GAOLATHE: What that means is that we need
to be structured in terms of the equity funds or funds
that Government is involved in. We should not just
have generalised funds managed by both Botswana
Development Corporation (BDC) and Citizen
Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA), but
we should also have sector funds. We must have funds
that are specific to sectors with specific targets, specific
goals and specific skills to manage those funds in order
to achieve traction in the sectors that we say we want to
focus on as an economy.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT (MR MZWINILA): Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I would like to first of all show my
support to the Honourable Minister on his submission
and his request. I would like to just talk a bit in terms of
the Selebi Phikwe Economic Revitalisation Project and
Initiatives. I would like to congratulate the Minister and
his Ministry for the different incentive packages they
are formulating in terms of how we can resuscitate the
Greater Selebi Phikwe area which includes Mmadinare
economically, since the closure of the BCL mine in
October.
I just want to comment that it has been five months and
so far in the region, we have some misgivings about
the timelines in terms of implementing some of these
projects and incentives. In our region, it is not business
as usual, because BCL was the economic mainstay of
our region. It is where a lot of our family members were
employed and there were subsequent and consequent
industries which depended on BCL. I implore the
Minister to fast-track the establishment of the area
as a Special Economic Zone focusing on tourism,
horticulture and manufacturing.
In terms of tourism; I was delighted to hear about the
Dams Tourism Master Plans especially that Letsibogo
Master Plan has been completed and it is awaiting
implementation.
Also on this one, I think there is some elements of
time pressure, in terms of how soon can these projects
start because in terms of employment creation, we
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have some serious problems and sensitivities because
of the nature of the dynamics in the area. In terms of
Dam Tourism Project; we are waiting for an affirmative
action policy to assist in the allocation of some of the
plots of the tourism enterprises. As I have always stated,
the establishments of a lot of these dams involved
the moving of certain groups or certain settlements.
I think that it is an opportune time for allocating
tourism enterprise plots because we have Letsibogo
and Dikgatlhong specifically. Some of the settlements
have to be moved in order to create way for these dams.
We have to set aside some of the plots for the locals in
the vicinity who had to move in order to make way for
national developments. I think going forward, I would
be interested in that discussion and how that would be
implemented.
Honourable Minister, in the region, there are those
who took loans from CEDA and commercial banks,
and the BCL closure has impacted them negatively. I
implore you as you have done before and as you are
continuing to do, to do some sort of grace period in
terms of the interest rates, or the repayment period for
the outstanding amounts at CEDA. I implore you to
have a discussion with the commercial banks so that
those who had enterprises or industries which were
directly affected by the BCL, to have some sort of grace
period. They will be able to have a breathing space
before a final revitalisation strategy is formulated. With
CEDA it has been done and I applaud you for this, but
with the commercial banks and National Development
Bank (NDB) the grace period for those who have been
affected by the BCL closure is not occurring.
Also in the Greater Selebi Phikwe area, I ask you
to consider as part of the Special Economic Zone,
introducing price preferences and reservation polices
for the area, in terms of seeing how we can respond
and absorb the large scale, and hundreds of thousands
of people who have been put on the job market. I think
in terms of having price preferences for Government
tendering, it will go a long way if we say that those
who are tendering from the SPEDU area, can have a
price preference of 10 or 15 per cent from everybody
else. I think that will be commensurate with the impact
of what has happened in the region. I think that in
some cases, maybe you should try to introduce some
sort of reservation policies in terms of manufacturing
industries which are set up in the Greater Selebi Phikwe
area. I believe this should go a long way in terms of
resuscitating the local economy.
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Local Enterprise Authority (LEA) has a rapid incubation
centre at Sebele for horticulture. I think you should
actually create a similar one in Selebi Phikwe area.
Horticulture is one of the areas where a Special Economic
Zone can be created in the SPEDU area because there
is ordinary National Agro Processing (NAPRO) Plant.
I think to capacitate the local markets, the inputs for
the Agro Processing Plant need to come from the local
producers. Going forward, we need a rapid incubation
centre for horticulture in Selebi Phikwe area, given that
we want to diversify the area into horticulture, tourism
and manufacturing.
Honourable Minister, we have to look at infrastructure
development in terms of the horticultural sector or
industry. I applaud you once again for the electric
power line that SPEDU facilitated along the banks of
the Motloutse River. Most of the horticultural farms
or projects can actually be along the Letlhakane River.
There are two major rivers there; Motloutse and
Letlhakane. Most of the farmers along Letlhakane River
are saying they would appreciate something along the
lines of what is being established along the Motloutse
River. So going forward, if a similar project of providing
electricity can also be done along the farms and along
Letlhakane River, we could go a long way in terms of
capacitating our local farmers to actually provide the
inputs for the NAPRO Plant in Selebi Phikwe.
Another issue is the active participation of your Ministry
in the area because essentially I am going to be talking
about the SPEDU area, in terms of imports substitution
in the manufacturing sector. I think in terms of imports
substitution in the manufacturing sector, if you have
press conferences, if you have reservation policies, and
if you declare certain fiscal and non-fiscal incentives
and initiatives for the area, you can go a long way in
terms of ensuring that there is an element of import
substitution in the area.
I have noted and I am quite impressed with the
companies which have shown interest in terms of
establishing themselves in the area. I think that we will
go a long way if a deliberate move or step was taken to
ensure that in the area certain imports, certain goods and
services are ear marked and are targeted in this special
economic area, for example, the automobile industry. If
you look, there are those who want to establish, harness
manufacturing there, and establish bus assembly
factories there. If you took a deliberate action and say
that for those who are doing imports substitution in the
region or in the area, as Government, we will procure
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directly from them, and we will support them directly
in terms of ensuring that a market exist for the industry.
The final point I would also want to point out is
the infrastructure or the administrative capacity of
SPEDU. I think that you would agree with me that
given the magnitude of the revitalization project,
given the schedule of what needs to be done, ensuring
that thousands and thousands of jobs are created by
2018, you may need to capacitate SPEDU to increase
the manpower of human resources requirement of
the organization, and we also like to capacitate it. I
appreciate that there is a competent Coordinator who
has been earmarked or who is actually operating. I think
that the overall structure over SPEDU will need to be
doubled or even tripled given the demands we have and
given the type of resources we require from SPEDU
as residents of the SPEDU region, because at times it
seems SPEDU is under staffed or under resourced for its
mandate. I thank you.
MR SHAMUKUNI (CHOBE): Thank you Mr
Chairman. The reason why I like you so much is because
I knew that if it is you chairing I will catch your eye.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No Honourable Member, be
wary of your words, and withdraw that statement.
MR SHAMUKUNI: Yes, I withdraw it Mr Chairman.
I would like to support the budget request which was
presented by the Minister, because most of the time
when we talk about the state of the economy of our
country we would not just be looking at Honourable
Matambo only. We also consider the Honourable
Minister’s Ministry. I have a few points that I would
like to address Mr Chairman.
Firstly let me point out that the rankings which are done
by different organisations have shown that as a country
investors can trust us enough to be able to come and
invest here; so I take these rankings very seriously.
When you see us being ranked well it means we are
doing something right.
I like it when you keep saying we have assumed those
good rankings because it shows we are doing something
well.
I remember that last year one of the Members of
Parliament said we should benchmark the best practices
from countries like Rwanda, so when it shows in these
ranks that we do much better than those countries; it
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really shows that we are moving forward, we are far
ahead Mr Chairman.
Wherever the investors are, they are interested in these
rankings so it makes the job easier for those people
whom we have engaged or assigned to lure investors as
it is done by the Botswana Investment and Trade Centre
(BITC) because the investors will have so much trust in
our country.
I would like to request BITC to expand their footprint
in our country. They should be visible in the various
parts of Botswana to try improving their collaboration
with the various stakeholders, particularly looking at the
organisations in rural areas. I could say in authorities
like the district councils there are committees which
have been given a responsibility of trying to lure or to
promote investment and so forth. My wish Mr Chairman
is to see BITC having a robust collaboration with these
sectors to try to promote investment in those areas.
I have talked about the District Economic Development
Committee. It is a committee which I believe they have
to collaborate with because those who comprise of that
committee are people who are very knowledgeable
when it comes to issues of investment. They are people
whom we have trained so I believe the collaborative
effort should really be visible.
The Honourable Minister talked about the industries
which are doing well in our country, particularly those
which are dealing with goods. I would like to point
out that I am concerned Mr Chairman that we are
still trailing behind in terms of food production in our
country. My belief is that as a country our aim is to be
able to feed ourselves or to be sustainable in terms of
food security; producing enough food to feed us and
even having surplus to export to other countries. This
issue of industrialisation should be addressed or dealt
with robustly.
Currently you will discover that in places where a lot
of food is produced like Pandamatenga, that are no
industries there. This is because we have not developed
an enabling environment hence making investors
interested in making industries there. Therefore Mr
Chairman I just wanted to request the Minister that this
is something which he should look into very much.
He requested for a Special Economic Zone. I would
like to request him to make this zone at Pandamatenga
at a speed of lightning because we have intensions to
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produce our own food and also afford to export some.
We can only afford to do that if we can make such zones
in places where food can be produced.
Pandamatenga is a special place, most of the trucks
you see passing through Pandamatenga get food from
South Africa, and the investors tell us that we could be
producing those in Pandamatenga rather than getting
them from places like Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) going through to South Africa. We could be
getting them from Pandamatenga, being us who would
be transporting them to those countries up there.
In the remaining three minutes, I would like to talk
about the paper which the Minister submitted to us that
there are some Bills which are going to be reviewed.
My belief is that when we review Acts, we should
look at the fact that we want to better some situations.
I have a reservation with regards to moving licencing
from councils to Ministries. I foresee this messing up
things for us. I am calling for the Honourable Minister
to consider looking at this before we consider the Bill,
in order to come up with modalities of doing it if we
are to move licencing from local authorities. I take it
that the Honourable Minister will consider it because
most of the people will be forced to come to Gaborone
or to where those committees will be set. Council had
centralised for services to be provided in one place. All
departments dealing with licencing have been in one
area. We also knew that they sit every week but with
this new development of removing licensing from the
councils, I foresee Batswana struggling Mr Chairperson.
When you submit the Trade Act for amendment, please
consider this point.
I do believe that it is time for us to look at reviewing
the times stipulated in the Liquor Act with a view to
increasing them. This is because as we interact with
the youth, they have stated that we have killed the
entertainment industry. The problem is that some of the
Members when we talk of extending hours, they think
that we like having fun and all that, but all I am saying
is that, the youth lament that the new hours have killed
the entertainment industry through which sustained
their counterparts in other countries. This does not
help and we do not have to see Honourable Olopeng
running around Ministries requesting for extension
of times. Why can you not make that provision for
extended hours of liquor trade so that when people plan
their activities they know as early as January, other
than extending only in December?
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You know that my constituency is a tourism area, and
people visit it during December and when they get
to Kasane they complain that there is no means of
entertainment. They in turn cross and spend money at
Victoria Falls and Livingstone, and the like. We are
killing the tourism industry as well. Mr Chairperson, let
us consider reviewing these trading hours. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Murmurs)...
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Boko, I will soon
deal with you.
MR KHAN (MOLEPOLOLE NORTH): Honourable
Minister, your Ministry is one of the ministries that are
crucial to the economy of this country. It requires a lot
of effort on your part to try and drive the economy in the
direction that it should create employment and attract
attention to our country in terms of our strong economic
base. The opportunities are very wide in our country and
we must be very thankful to God Almighty that we have
two major advantages which are;
(i) The population is not huge and
(ii) We have a large land area.
We do have challenges such as water shortage and
shortage of certain raw materials that are required to try
and feed an industrial base in Botswana. We have other
challenges as well with regard to required skills. One
of the major challenges that you face in the trade sector
Honourable Minister is that, Batswana are still very far
behind in as far as the business Intelligence Quotient (IQ)
is concerned. They are lagging behind in understanding
business and knowing how to run it. We have seen this
from the many programmes that have been rolled out by
Government including the grants and the loans that have
been given by Citizen Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA), Youth Development Fund (YDF) and
so on and so forth which have failed. The number of
projects that have failed over the past couple of years
have shown that Batswana are not yet ready IQ wise
to run businesses. I have mentioned that when I spoke
a few weeks back. Comparatively to certain countries,
that are performing better than us and why they perform
better than us, I have demonstrated that it is because they
include how to do business in the education system, in
the curriculum. The people of those countries are taught
survival skills. I encourage that we should also look
forward to changing our school curriculum in order to
include such, so that we can also improve the children
of today and prepare them for tomorrow.
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However, currently we need to have a number of
workshops. I see that you have certain projects or
programmes that you want to roll out such as the
review of the Industrial Development Act. In line with
what the Honourable Minister Matambo had said and
which we all believe in where we are talking about
stopping rural-urban migration; where people from the
rural areas look for jobs in cities and towns, we want
to prepare rural areas and make sure that infrastructure
development in rural areas is at a level that is able to
attract investors. Let me give you a typical example and
I am advantaged by the fact that you are the Member
of Parliament of an area close to mine in Kweneng and
you would understand and appreciate what I have to say
next. Molepolole being the largest populated village,
is lacking greatly in infrastructural development. The
industrial area in Molepolole is a sad sight and would
demotivate anyone who passes there. It has been there
for so long and it is just a bush with no real, proper
development. There is only one diamond polishing
company that we boast of and after that nothing else.
We have a wholesale in that industrial area and that is
it; that is Molepolole for you. We have nothing in terms
of industry, no production whatsoever and it is within
the proximity of Gaborone. Most of the people from
Molepolole are working in Gaborone. They are the ones
who have now come to Gaborone and have been seeking
jobs in a populated Gaborone to an extent where now it
is difficult for the Gaborone leadership to actually take
control of the overpopulation.
We have advantages and opportunities in and around
Molepolole. Its proximity to Gaborone is an advantage.
We have a large population and space that can be
utilised for agro based industry, we are talking about
large industries that require space. We have that in
Molepolole but I have not seen a concerted effort by
your Ministry to bring in any sort of investors that have
potential to the Molepolole area and I do not know why
that is the case.
I know that you have certain challenges that you face,
for instance even when we talk about Foreign Direct
Investment or investors, trying to lure investors into
Botswana, you have challenges of the work and resident
permits that have been ongoing for quite some time,
where a lot of people’s permits have been denied or
rejected. There is the insecurity of that nature. I think
that is being worked on and I think you can also push
the agenda of making sure that permanent residences
are looked into and make sure that the atmosphere or
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environment is much more conducive for our foreign
investors.

pilot project as soon as possible there, we would really
appreciate. Thank you very much.

In your speech you talked about the bureaucracy in
Government. If I may quote Mr Chairperson. I am
seeking your permission. On Page 8…

MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kenewendo, next
time you do that, I will not give you the floor to speak.

MR CHAIRPERSON: You want to quote from where?
MR KHAN: Frome the Minister’s speech, Doing
Business and Global Competitiveness. On Page 8,
Paragraph 21, the Honourable Minister says, “However
the country continues to do badly on work ethics and
efficient Government bureaucracy. This is a great
concern as it is counter to our efforts to lure investors
to Botswana. I should therefore point out that a lot still
needs to be done on the pillars that we did not perform
on.” I truly believe in that. I believe that we are still
behind and I appreciate that you realise that.
Let me quickly, because I only have two minutes left,
jump from that to our local area, Molepolole. Honourable
Minister, on diversification I want you to look seriously
into the area or the environment around Molepolole,
including the area bordering your constituency which
is Mogonono and Hatsalatladi area. You will appreciate
the soil around that area. We have various types of soil.
From Mosenki, Khuduyamajako, Suping, Mmantsho,
Phiring and then we have Mogonono areas. That area
including Hatsalatladi has a variety of soils, different
types of soils. We have loamy, sandy, clay soils and
concrete soil; this rocky terrain. So, I am saying that
this area can be looked at to do herbal production.
There is Professor Sebudubudu who we should engage
in the herbal plant manufacturing, because he has done
research…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is a different one
MR KHAN: I think I must have mixed up the names.
There is a certain professor who has done some research
which the Ministry of Agriculture had given me the
name of, whom we should follow up. He has done
research for fifteen (15) years in this particular area.
Maybe we should engage him so that we can be able
to find herbal plants, like we have Sengaparile already
being packaged and exported from our country. We
have Moringa also that grows quite readily. We have
the Mokgwapa, you know about Mokgwapa, the Aloe
Vera that is so popular now in the entire world. We have
Monnamontsho, you know about Monnamontsho and
all the other local herbal medicines that we can look
into and package from that area. So if we can start a

MS KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. Thank you Honourable
Minister for your presentation. Again we would like to
congratulate you and your team for the work and for
updating us on what your Ministry has been doing.
As the fellow Honourable Members here have already
mentioned, your Ministry is one of the key ministries
in the economy. It is actually very important. It is
the engine of growth. That is because when we talk
about engines of growth in relation to economies like
that of Botswana, we are talking about private sector
development and private sector growth. So, we should
actually give your Ministry a bigger portion of the
budget, I think and it should be given more staff. It
should be capacitated, because when you are dealing
with international trade issues and domestic economy
issues it can be quite burdensome and you need staff
that is capable and that feels that they have space to
work in that environment.
These are trying times and they are transformational
times and they require that we change the speed at which
we have been doing things. I see that you have noted
Honourable Minister in your speech that there are things
that are being done, but they are being done at a slow
pace. I know that in my couple of months in Parliament
all I have really been talking about is that, we need to
have a sense of urgency. We need to implement faster
than we have before …
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Davids, quorum.
MS KENEWENDO: We need to implement faster than
we have done before and ensure that there is…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Davids, if
you sit that side , it means you have crossed the floor.
Go back to your seat.
MS KENEWENDO: Have you stopped the clock?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Go back to your seat
Honourable. Proceed Honourable Kenewendo.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Mr Chairperson. So,
like I was saying we need to work on those reforms
faster than we have done. We have appreciated that
Cabinet approved this Roadmap in 2014 and it is 2016
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and some countries are moving faster. I like to start off
by just proposing, if the problem is us here in Parliament
Honourable Minister, can you please let us know, so
that we expedite the Acts that have been revised that
will ensure that the Doing Business environment is
eased and is conducive for our private sector, because a
growing and happy private sector leads to job creation.
That is what we want.
I would like to also congratulate you for the small
victories that you have mentioned when it comes to
improving competitiveness and de-regulation. We have
been working on this sector and I know you will agree
with me that we have been working together on this
sector for several years and what we actually would like
to see is maybe an improvement that is greater than one
position and seeing a massive reformation that leads us
to perhaps moving up 10, 20, positions. Inspirational
and aspirational positions as we have seen some of our
African countries and counterparts doing.
You also talked about National Strategy Office (NSO)
capacitation, but this is a different ministry. I noticed that
in your budget and the State President’s Ministry, that
the Roadmap has been budgeted for. I note that it is P10
million in yours and P10 million in the other Honourable
Minister’s and I just want some clarification there; who
will be coordinating? Who will be implementing this
roadmap? How you will be working together to ensure
that we have fast paced reformations and we do not have
to deal with any issues of, “but I thought he was the one
who is supposed to do it and it was not me.” We need to
deal with those clarifications as soon as possible.
We also need to work on Monitoring and Evaluation
(M&E) as we have mentioned in various committees
already. I think one of the challenges here we are faced
with is, are we monitoring and evaluating our parastatals
as Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC). Are
we getting value for money? The money we are putting
in Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) are we
getting it back tenfold? What are the multiplying effects
in all of these that we are putting our money into? So we
need to look at that.
I also welcome that there is some automation that will
be happening and streamlining of processes. Again I
just hope that streamlining in your Ministry also works
together with other ministries to ensure that we do not
have issues of “system is down”, because those are some
of the issues that bring our rankings down; Government
inefficiency. I think in particular Government
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inefficiency when it comes to doing business is really
with you Honourable Minister.
Just quickly rushing on trade agreements. I am pleased
that Botswana was among the first to ensure that the
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) came into force. So,
I congratulate you and your team for that Honourable
Minister and I hope we will act on that as it is necessary
to ensure that we reduce the red tape associated with
customs, dealing with both importing and exporting.
Again with a sense of urgency, working on implementing
our category A’s and funding our category B’s as we
look for our further funding for category C’s.
I was a little surprised and caught off-guard to see that
under African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA),
we are still talking about finalising the matrix for our
plan and strategy and this includes a budget. We are
here discussing the Budget. How is it that that particular
budget is left behind when we are already two (2) years
into the AGOA time frame? When do we expect to
benefit from this particular agreement, again, sense of
urgency?
I feel we also need to move away from just focusing
on beef as our main export and look at other sectors
as our main negotiating points because once we just
focus on beef, we tend to forget about the other clusters
that we might have been working on, or that we have
planned to grow in Botswana. So, I hope we will see
some synergies on cluster development with the State
President Ministry.
Lastly, on these Trade Agreements, I saw a bit of
movement when it comes to export development and I
just want to ask the Ministry to look at those products
that are already being exported; these new nontraditional exports. Are they scalable? Can we scale
those industries? Can we bring in more entrepreneurs
in that space, more manufacturers so that we create an
ecosystem for them? Can we also tap into external TA
that is available and tap to ensure that our entrepreneurs
are well capacitated in order to compete in the
international market?
In talking about the private sector, lastly, I just want to
say and urge the Ministry to work on rebuilding trust
with the private sector. The private sector should also
work on rebuilding trust with the ministry because it is
with the two (2) working cordially that we would be able
to grow the economy and start to see some movement
in private sector development growth and subsequently
see some movement in job creation.
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In the end, Doing Business and private sector growth
should just be about getting to the last mile of job creation
and ensuring our people’s lives are improved. So, we
need to work on increasing and improving business
confidence which in the last five (5) years has been at
50 per cent. Honourable Minister, I know it is possible,
I know we can do it. They have been talking about how
you can work together with various institutions and not
just Business Botswana.

much as possible to engage the private sector in these
reviews. You must consult them, call a Pitso, especially
around the manufacturing industries because we can see
the contribution of the manufacturing industries here is
still wanting, its contribution to our economic growth
and it has not even attracted Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) and there are problems. If you sit with those that
have been engaged in the manufacturing industry, they
will help you understand what the problem is.

With that, I would like to thank you. Once again,
congratulations to you and your team and we look
forward to a hastened implementation of the Doing
Business roadmap. While we are there, perhaps also
consider a comprehensive Reforms Act which would
allow you to just deal all with these revisions without
necessarily coming back to Parliament. Thank you very
much.

I hear you talking about AGOA. AGOA should have taken
us to another level, but it has not. We have seen those
industries that have been supported by this intervention
collapsing. So, I will ask you to go to the drawing board
and call all the people whose manufacturing industries
and firms have collapsed. Then they will let you know
why their industries have collapsed. Some of them they
communicate with us and show that it is very difficult
to run or start a manufacturing industry in Botswana
because of some of the policies, so to speak, and you
have to produce mainly for export if you are to target
a better market. Otherwise, if you produce for the
local market, you cannot succeed in the manufacturing
industry, especially in the textile industry. You know
how Government has assisted and supported those
textile industries in Selebi Phikwe and everywhere.
That is very difficult. You need to take stock and audit
the collapsed industries; the textile industries. Find out
where the root cause is and what is the real problem
about this textile industry? It could bring a lot of jobs
and it can attract a lot of FDI. Unless you go to the root
cause and monitor, try to investigate and audit those
firms which have collapsed, we will never get it right or
know the real cause of those industry to collapse. That is
a starting point Minister. If you can call a Pitso of all the
collapsed textile industries, then they will tell you why
their industries could not survive. Even with the best
support from the Government, they could not continue
to grow.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Thank you Mr Chairperson although you have been
breaking the Standing Order, by overlooking the
Father of the House, but nevertheless, let me take this
opportunity to contribute modestly to this important
chapter. Minister, we really support your endeavour
to…
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of procedure. I think for
the purpose of the record, lest we leave our Hansard
in a bad state, I do not think the Chairperson has been
violating any Standing Order as alleged by the Father
of the House.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, I fully agree with you. Do
not worry about it. He was just starting his conversation.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. I
withdraw that, it is for another day. I will educate the
young man when we are in our General Assembly.
Mr Chairperson, I wanted to say I support the Honourable
Minister. He has been trying to show that he intends to
bring a lot of changes through his presentation. He is
intending to review a number of enabling legislation and
Acts as indicated here in his presentation. That alone
Minister, I think it would go a long way in improving
the situation of doing business in Botswana as well
as moving towards industrialising this economy. The
implementation of the Industrial Development Policy is
very critical in this regard. All I can say Minister is that,
that being said and as we applaud you for promising to
bring a number of reviewed Acts, I would like you as

Economic Diversification Drive (EDD) Minister is a
very good programme. We support that you monitor
and you apply this National Development Plan (NDP)
11 Monitoring and Evaluation Programme. I wish it
was housed in your Ministry or coordinated by your
Ministry; this NDP 11 Monitoring and Evaluation
Programme. It will come handy when you deal with the
EDD.
The Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Minister, you must
look at areas like Boteti. We have a lot of land, we have
developed the beef industry, we do have areas where we
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have a lot of farms and even in the communal areas, and
we have a lot of livestock in that area. So, you can turn
Boteti into SEZ for beef production and you will not go
wrong Minister.
We have areas such as 4A, 4B (the Kaka area). What you
need there is just infrastructure, and if you can identify
this area as an economic zone for agriculture, then you
will focus better in terms of agricultural infrastructure.
I know we do have a Policy of Agricultural Infrastructure
Development, which has not succeeded. So, if you can
engage the Ministry of Agricultural Development and
Food Security and try and assess this area for its potential
for beef production, you cannot go wrong Minister.
Having said that, the private sector as I have said, and
as we have always said, is an engine of growth and the
private sector needs to be engaged and you need to
really assess their problems and how you can help them;
the environment in which they operate and why they are
not growing from one level to another.
The SPEDU area; we know the initiatives that you are
coming up with for the SPEDU area, we welcome that
and we hope that area will continue. It shows that it is
continuing to survive even during the hard times of the
closure of the BCL mine. I hope you will continue to
support it and other areas, not necessarily focusing only
on the SPEDU area.
With those few remarks Minister, I support your chapter
and let me save two (2) minutes for the others. Thank
you.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Thank you very much Mr Chairperson;
I will certainly not utilise my ten (10) minutes, so that I
can hopefully speak in another chapter.
I stand to support my colleague, I note notable
improvements in the four (4) or five (5) key areas of
his Ministry, namely; Economic Diversification Drive,
which elements are employment creation, diversifying
the economy and so forth. I also note the efforts with
regard to SPEDU region, market access and ease of
doing business because there is significant progress in
your report.
However, I just want to be specific to SPEDU, I am of the
view that the constituencies that were largely dependent
on employment at BCL, namely; my constituency
Sefhare- Ramokgonami, Bobirwa, Lerala-Maunatlala,
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Mmadinare and Selebi Phikwe are facing the brunt of
what happened in Selebi Phikwe. I recently did a tour
in my constituency; we are experiencing an overflow in
the schools because people have migrated from Selebi
Phikwe to go back home. It is basically now affecting the
services that we have within our villages and so forth. I
hope Minister, you look at the SPEDU region but look
beyond just Selebi Phikwe, go to the outer or greater
Selebi Phikwe. You can consider our constituencies,
fit us into what you are trying to do at Selebi Phikwe,
so that the suffering that we are currently having will
be taken care of by your strategies that are for Selebi
Phikwe. So, it cannot just be for Selebi Phikwe, it has to
be Selebi Phikwe and greater areas, specifically looking
at those constituencies that are bearing the brunt of the
closure of the mine. If I look at villages such as Maape,
Chadibe, Tumasera, Seleka and Mokobeng just to name
a few, that is where you find the bulk of the people that
were in Selebi Phikwe, they are now back home with
nothing to do.
You can then expand that scope in line with the expansion
that I am talking about and say what is it that these areas
have to offer? You have designated the SPEDU area
as one of the SEZs, horticulture being one of the key
areas, I hope I am still correct but if you look at my
constituency in particular, we can be serious players in
that regard. What we are supplying to Gaborone, we can
supply to Selebi Phikwe, so that we ensure that what
happens in Selebi Phikwe is successful because we are
feeding into what is happening in Selebi Phikwe.
We are a potential area for…
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): On a point of
clarification. Thank you Honourable Minister. I think
you are raising a very valid point when you talk about
the area because I think it could be a misnomer because
we mentioned Selebi Phikwe more often but in terms
of the revitalisation plan, it covers all these areas in this
special programme. Thank you.
MS MAKGATO: Thank you Minister. I would like
to see it in writing and I would like to see my areas
being mentioned in the strategy, so that I can allay the
fears of my constituents that whatever is happening
under SPEDU, it is directly benefiting them under this
constituency of Sefhare-Ramokgonami.
An area that could be of interest, that you can sell a
potential investment is tourism. I know it is not your
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ministry but I have engaged Minister Khama and he has
assured me that he will send his team go to and evaluate
what product offering we can have in the constituency
of Sefhare-Ramokgonami. I have invited them to visit
Sefhare, Chadibe, Tumasera and Seleka, to visit those
hills because I strongly believe that there is something
in there that can be considered and it can form part and
parcel of your expansion or what you are doing under
the SPEDU region, taking into account the brunt that
we are facing, that I talked about. So, there are certainly
creative ways.
The only area that I really hope and sincerely encourage
you to look at is the expansion of your Serowe office,
where we register businesses. It is very taxing and very
costly for my constituents, especially the youth because
they have to travel from Sefhare-Ramokgonami to
Serowe to go and register. I do understand that you have
limited funds but I certainly believe from time to time,
your people could do an outreach, put up a tent in a
particular village and call people to come and register
businesses. It will certainly take care of the costs and
take care of the money that our youth do not have.
In short, that is what I wanted to talk about, the
overburden in my constituency that has been caused by
the closure of BCL and the suffering of my people and
to say to you Minister, can you look for creative ways in
which you can include us in your agenda with particular
reference to two (2) areas; horticulture and tourism.
Thank you very much Mr Chairperson.
MR NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
Thank you Mr Chairperson. I am going to be very
brief so that I can get a chance to debate during the
presentation by the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development.
Minister, thank you for taking the initiative to come up
with ways to make your Ministry perform better. The
biggest focus should be for us to come up with ways to
ensure that Batswana have a share in the economy of the
country. How do we involve them and ensure that they
do not end up getting crumbs whilst the bigger chunks
goes to foreigners.
One way that we can explore would be, to form many
cooperatives around the country, we have already
made a research and came up with initiatives that we
could use to reduce the gap between the rich and the
poor. We could use the cooperatives; there can be an
arrangement on how they will be provided with land and
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the opportunity to apply for loans at the banks so that
they could start up their own businesses.
The other thing that we could do Mr Minister is to
have a strong programme. The Citizen Economic
Empowerment Programme should not just be a word of
mouth or policies that are just there. There should be a
deliberate Government policy. When a company called
Camex arrives in Botswana for marketing or to come
and sell clothes or food, we check to see if there are
no Batswana who are doing a similar type of business
because that is a very big company that is making a
lot of money. From there we implement a policy that
forces them to work together so that they buy from the
locals first. If the locals are failing, the policy should
then force these companies to work with the locals.
They should make quality productions of international
standard together. Nowadays we see textile companies
in all the malls but they originate from other countries.
Their main concern is that the local companies are not
producing textiles of good quality. It is therefore up to
your ministry to make sure that the foreign companies
work with the local ones. They should assist them to
produce quality products.
I have seen the efforts that your Ministry have made,
you invited business people from other countries to
come and train Batswana on what they could do to win
tenders. That is a great effort Honourable Minister,
however before we could go there we should request that
these companies make a plan to upgrade the standard
of factories of local companies, they should be at a
standard where they could compete with international
companies. They should be able to sell products of good
quality. That is one point that I feel is very important.
The second point that I want to talk about is that the time
has come Minister that if you take a town like Jwaneng,
the workers who have been in Selebi Phikwe, some of
them have relocated to Jwaneng. Very soon the mining
of diamonds will depreciate so my point is let us start
planning for this town…
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Clarification. Thank
you Honourable Member. I want to understand if you
mean that the people have migrated to Jwaneng because
they are employed by the Jwaneng mine or what?
MR NTLHAILE: No Honourable Member. Batswana
go anywhere expecting to find jobs. I was actually saying
it is high time we start thinking outside the box, our
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focus should not only be on Selebi Phikwe. Our focus
should be on the way forward if it happens that diamond
production depreciates. This is why I was suggesting
that there should be a special fund that will start the
Jwaneng Diversification Unit. We should diversify the
economy so that when the time for diamond production
comes to an end, the town should continue operating.
That is the plan that I was talking about.
The other one is about the textile industry; these
people have got a huge problem. The textile industry
Honourable Member is one of the sectors that could
assist the Government to diversify the jobs and help
it to create employment. They are however faced with
big challenges Honourable Member. I have already
mentioned one of the challenges that there is need to
upgrade their standard, but we should use the existing
companies to do so, for example clothing shops. They
should upgrade them so that they supply them with
goods, stop buying their goods from the neighbouring
countries. That is the plan I had to share this afternoon
Honourable Member.
Lastly Mr Chair, the level ground of submitting tenders
should be reviewed so that the local companies could
have the opportunity to compete for tenders.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up!
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. Well, because I am a law abiding
citizen, I would not address side remarks, so, I would
just take them as irrelevant.
Mr Chairperson, let me assure you that I will use all my
10 minutes for the simple reason…
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Point of order. I know Honourable Boko
did not switch on his microphone, but he is out of order
for calling my very able Assistant Minister a fool. He
should therefore withdraw those words.
MR CHAIRPERSON: He will go scot free solely
because his microphone was off. In future I will take
strong measures against him even when his microphone
is off. I will just send him out so that he understands that
what he is doing is unprocedural.
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Procedure. Mr Chair,
the fact that you did not switch on the microphone does
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not necessarily mean that we did not hear what you said.
If we heard you it means the microphone was on. That is
why Honourable Makgato is saying what she is saying.
I however believe that the Advocate will not have any
problem withdrawing those words considering the fact
that his position has changed. Thank you.
MR CHAIRPERSON: No, this is why I was saying
since we do not have that in record of the Hansard he
shall go and apologise to Honourable Makgalemele,
however next time if he repeats the same thing, he will
answer for it. Honourable Makgalemele, continue.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Mr Chairperson.
I was just about to indicate that Honourable Seretse’s
Ministry, as assisted by Honourable Biggie Butale,
for me is one of the most important Ministries for my
constituency because the Ministry Mr Chairperson
is about job creation, wealth creation and it is about
assisting the country in the drive towards eradication of
poverty.
Mr Chairperson, I hold a strong view that most of the
policies that we need in this country to create jobs are
in place, and sometimes it actually pains me when some
Members of this Honourable House present issues
suggesting that there are no job creation opportunities
in our country. Some have a tendency of just saying one
of the key programmes that we have for job creation
is Ipelegeng, and that is a misguided … (interruption)
… looking at the various policies and programmes that
we have in our country. Therefore, Mr Chairperson, I
just want to underscore that in terms of policies and
programmes that we need to drive this economy to
create jobs, those are actually in place.
MR
CHAIRPERSON:
Order!
Honourable
Makgalemele whilst you are at that, I cannot hear you,
there is too much noise. I do not know whether people
are not interested in what you are saying or what.
Reduce the noise Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR CHAIRPERSON: Reduce the noise! Honourable
Makgalemele, continue.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Well Honourable Ntlhaile
has sought some clarification. I wish to yield.
MR NTLHAILE: Clarification. No Mr Chairperson,
I want the Honourable Minister to reconcile his
statement and reports which are out in the open,
which his Government received that we have growing
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unemployment despite the fact that his Government is
trying to create jobs, because there is high level income
inequalities and poverty. So, unemployment is at twenty
(20) per cent and it is going up. Now, he is claiming that
he does not understand why people are saying there is
lack of job creation in the country. So, try and reconcile
those statements before you say something like that.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Mr Chairperson, I still want
to insist that we have good policies and programmes
that can create jobs for this country. All that we need
is to analyse where the problems is, in terms of turning
those good policies into actual jobs. The analysis Mr
Chairperson in my view also points to us as Members
of Parliament to say to what extent are we creative in
our respective constituencies, to what extent do we
promote Government policies and programmes? Take
Economic Diversification Drive (EDD) for example
Mr Chairperson. It is a policy whereby as Government
we are saying we have market produce; we have a
market. What stops Honourable Ntlhaile from attracting
investors to his constituency to create jobs and to go
and sell to the market created by EDD? What stops
Honourable Ntlhaile Mr Chairperson from attracting
investors that can then export through the various trade
agreements that we have in our respective countries?
Nothing stops him. So, I still want to insist that I am
more than happy to present an academic paper on this
issue. Polices are there…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MAKGALEMELE: Yes a paper on this issue Mr
Chairperson.
I want to indicate that in terms of my constituency
Mr Chairperson, we have set into motion a process
of attracting investors to our constituency. We have
reached a point where we need more and more support
from Honourable Seretse’s Ministry. We have received
a lot of support; Botswana Investment and Trade
Centre (BITC) for example under the leadership of
Mr Sejoe, co-operatives through the leadership of Mr
Motseotlhabane, and all the other staff members of your
Ministry have supported our constituency.
I want to appeal to you Honourable Seretse to say, when
I contributed last year, I did ask you to find a way of
helping especially constituencies that have already made
an effort in terms of attracting investors. For example,
I think at that time I did suggest that you help us create
our own SPEDU because we have already made some
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efforts, we have a team of volunteers who are helping
us to attract investors. I think you will have more quick
wins because some effort has already been put into that,
Honourable Seretse.
I want to applaud you that the Economic Diversification
Drive presents a wide range of opportunities, including
opportunities for the rural areas. I want to appeal to you
to say the monitoring of this programme must ensure
that once businesses have been attracted to Botswana, to
the rural areas, to different parts of Botswana, you must
ensure that implementation or adherence to all broad
provisions of EDD are actually adhered to especially
with regards to councils and Central Government buying
from companies that have already set up. We still see a
situation where companies that have set up in Botswana
are frustrated, and therefore Mr Chairperson, that will
frustrate our efforts especially on attracting investors to
the rural areas.
EDD Mr Chairperson in my view is some form of offtake
agreement because we are saying as Government, I
have a market, therefore come and set up and I would
be able to buy from you. Therefore, the success of EDD
Mr Chairperson requires stringent monitoring. I think
some of these companies really need investigation
from Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime
(DCEC), because I still feel that there is some corruption
from some officials who deliberately do not buy goods
and services from companies that have set up in our
country hoping to benefit from EDD in its multifaceted
approach, Mr Chairperson.
Mr Chairperson, I want to talk to co-operatives. As
you know, in 2012 when Honourable Makgato was the
Minister at this Ministry, Transforming Strategy for Cooperatives was rolled out; a very good strategy. One
of the key components of the strategy was the setting
up of the Co-operative Bank. We hear nothing being
mentioned and to the best of my recollection nothing
was mentioned even in National Development Bank
(NDP) 11; you can correct me.
Last year in Shoshong we invited the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the Kilimanjaro Co-operative Bank
where as a region of Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, they set
up a Co-Operative Bank. I think these are some of the
initiatives that we can support so that even at different
regions of our different rural areas, such rural based
banks can actually be set up.
I also feel that Mr Chairperson, we need supportive
co-operatives because they can help a lot in terms of
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poverty eradication especially that we have geared
ourselves as a country to eradicate poverty by the end
of this year.
I want to congratulate Botswana Development
Corporation (BDC); we are told that it is now performing
very well. It is always very sovereign that an entity led
by a young Motswana can do very well, and I want to
encourage other parastatal organisations to perform well
Mr Chairperson.
I want to conclude by talking to the concept of Special
Economic Zones (SEZ). I want to appeal to Honourable
Seretse through you Mr Chairperson, that although I
know that you have outlined certain areas of priority
where you set up Special Economic Zones, but I also
think that may you do some more research that can
attract the private sector to come to the party to help
in the setting up of Special Economic Zones especially
where there are already indications that a particular
region has potential. My constituency for example
has huge potential for tourism and agriculture, and
therefore, we can assist the private sector to help in
the development of Special Economic Zones driven by
them. Mr Chairperson, I thank you.
MR BOKO (GABORONE BONNINGTON
NORTH): Thank you very much Mr Chairperson. I
will endeavour to be very brief. Allow me Mr Minister
to question you on just one or two small issues.
Question you because as the Philosopher Heidegger
says, “questioning is the piety of thinking”. You say at
Paragraph 5 of your presentation that you envisage a
reform agenda. The upshot of which is the facilitation
of the ease of doing business, which is commendable
as a platitude, as a statement of intent. You also go
on, and this is where it creates a little bit of confusion
and ambiguity. You say you want a simplification of
licensing procedures. That is the first thing that you
indicate, which is also commendable. You say that you
will maintain licenses only for areas related to public
health. This is where the confusion arises. I understand
what you are saying and I heard when my worthy
friend, Shamukuni spoke on the issue of licensing, that
I understand this statement to be suggesting that you
will remove yourself in a manner of speaking. You will
reduce the over bearing presence of your Ministry by
way of over regulation, too much licensing requirement,
that you will scale down the suit of activities in respect
of which licenses are required. I understand you to be
saying, you will only require licensing or maintain your
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presence in relation to licensing matters where it is in
relation to activities that involve public health and public
safety. That any other activity that does not implicate
those or does not pose any imminent danger to public
safety and public health, there would be no requirement
for licences, nor regulation, which would also be a very
good thing, by the way. I understand your Paragraph 5
to then be saying logically that, this reduced licencing
environment would result in an obviation of the need
to maintain those disparities, those variegated licensing
authorities, with the result that the only remaining
authority for issuing licences would be in the Ministry.
If that is the essence, then I do not have too much of a
difficulty with it, and it would have to be that because
otherwise it would make your life very difficult. You say
you want to simplify, you do not want to over involve
yourself and you want to facilitate the ease of doing
business. One of the ways of doing that, and this is the
point which I believe you appreciate, is that do not over
regulate. Do not concern yourself with some of these
matters. Deal only with those that are critical to the
extent that they involve public health and public safety.
If that is what you mean, then I am with you.
The second is this, and it involves the liquor industry.
We all realise that the current state of plan in relation
to alcohol has adversely affected whole industries. The
entertainment industry is in serious peril. Our people are
unhappy because they do not have places where they
can hang out and have fun. We know our population is a
very young population of fun loving individuals like my
good self who need an outlet to enjoy themselves. These
young people want to interact with us and to dance
the night away and enjoy. They need to be provided
with an environment that conduces to them enjoying
themselves. It is important and so it is critical for you
to reconsider the approach that you seem to urge at your
Paragraph 6, in terms of which now you are considering
a reduction of liquor outlets. Look, the reason there is a
proliferation as you call it, is because there is business
out there. It is because there are a lot of people who
want to be entertained. There are a lot of people who
want to have a drink or two, using their hard earned
money as adults and they do not want any paternalism
of the state to regulate when they sleep, who they sleep
with, how they sleep with those and what they drink.
We need to appreciate that we have a society of adults
that can control themselves and that must be free to
take decisions about their own wellbeing. We must, if
anything, encourage a proliferation of liquor outlets. We
must encourage a proliferation of night clubs and other
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clubs, where people can have fun and interact. We must
of course, as we encourage this proliferation, appreciate
that there is need for people to indulge responsibly.
We need a very robust and targeted public education
campaign that enables people to have information
about what their decisions may lead them into. Without
controlling and without taking the decisions for them,
enable them to make the right choices by giving them
information and trusting in their judgements as adults,
and also ensuring that those under age, do not indulge.
This is what you need to appreciate.
I also want to conclude by addressing the issue of
intellectual property. I am not too sure in the context
of Botswana what intellectual property we are talking
about. It seems to me any intellectual property we are
talking about should be in relation to songs, works of
art and artefacts. Certainly we cannot be talking about
any patent because there is no robust research and
development activity going on in any of the institutions
in this country. If we are talking manufacturing and
industrialisation in Botswana, what we are effectively
saying is, we will bring in patents from elsewhere and
manufacture here. In fact we failed even, the Ministry
of Health must take this very seriously, in relation for
instance to HIV/AIDS. The TRIPS-Plus mechanism has
a provision in terms of which where there is a particular
ailment or disease, you can take a decision to declare
that a national crisis and national emergency. Once you
do that, you are then able to violate the patents of these
patented drugs and big pharmaceutical companies, and
manufacture generic drugs in-house here. We have
not taken advantage of the Trips -Plus mechanism,
we have not and we can, we still could. We could
have done that in order to boost our pharmaceutical
industry and the manufacturing sector as such. There
is a lot that can be done, that has not been done and
there are so many advantages that we could take of the
legislative, international trade, legislative framework
and environment. I would urge you Minister to look
very seriously at some of these and also in the ultimate
instance to link up with Honourable Madigele’s Ministry,
so that you encourage robust research and development.
So that when you talk about intellectual property, you
are talking about patents developed here and addressing
problems in an indigenous home brewed manner. Thank
you very much.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Mr Chairperson, I am
glad it is time to amend Standing Orders; I will like
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to amend this colonial mentality of saying, “catch the
Speaker’s” eye; we should register so that we can be on
the list. It is very barbaric that we haphazardly stand and
some people end up not getting a chance to speak.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Why are you fighting with me?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. I think
it is out of order for the Minister to say the way this
Parliament is run is barbaric. I will like him to withdraw
those words because he is insinuating that we, together
with our institution are barbaric. Can he please withdraw
those words.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgathi can you
please choose your words properly when addressing me.
MR KGATHI: I withdraw, but it is an English word. I
was saying Honourable Seretse’s Ministry is right at the
heart beat of the economy that can create employment;
you cut across all ministries. In the Bobirwa constituency
there is a production point called Bokomo and
Richmark. As I speak now, the road to this area is not
accessible and Richmark as you know feeds the whole
country with chicken. As a Minister of Investment
Trade and Industry, who is responsible for making sure
that the production of goods and services gets to the
people, who talks about Economic Diversification Drive
(EDD); you should be concerned enough to inform the
Ministry of Transport and Communication that, “I need
chicken from that place.” I would like a tarred road to
be constructed between Moletemane and Tsetsebjwe
so that it will be much easier to transport chicken from
Bobirwa; treat this matter as urgent to show that indeed
your Ministry is concerned about employment creation.
There are over 600 people who have been employed in
the Moletemane area and they are saying that if there
are no roads or if they are damaged…, we are talking
about employment creation while on the other hand we
are the reason people are losing their jobs. I am glad that
you took it upon yourselves to follow up on the Talana
Farm issue because what you have been doing is visible
through the high numbers.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR KGATHI: Time is up.
MR NTLHAILE: Procedure. Can you please ask the
Minister to use the right words when he is talking about
another Honourable Member; he should stop pointing
fingers at him but rather address you.
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MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgathi, can you
please face this way while talking and stop pointing
your finger at him.
MR KGATHI: Mr Chairperson, I am glad that the
Honourable Minister did something about Talana Farm;
production is on and is progressing well. I am glad that
he is the kind of person that listens when being advised
just like he did with Plaatjan, which has now been
tendered for. I believe that your work will speak for you
and one day we will look back at it and praise it. There
is a lot of potential in that area that I am representing.
There is a lot of potential for tourism and I think you
should have talks with Minister Tshekedi Khama. There
are farms which are operating as ordinary farms without
registration to trade as tourist registered entities. We
need to look into this.
I said that the Food Processing Plant in Selebi Phikwe
should run concurrently with the production from the
Talana Farm, otherwise there will be over production
in Talana Farm. I want you to emphasise this point of
closure of the borders as the Minister of Investment,
Trade and Industry. There is no point in encouraging
EDD if we are unable to close the borders in order to
promote the growth of the locally produced goods.
People like Honourable Dorcus Makgato are serious
famers and will not be able to sell their produce if
the borders are open. We want these protectionist
tendencies Honourable Minister. We are grateful for
the fantastic job that is done by Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA) and Local Enterprises
Authority (LEA), please continue to encourage them.
There is a co-operative that is perfoming better than all
the co-operatives in Botswana; they are putting up a P40
million project, please support them by building them
a slaughter house so that they continue with these kind
of projects. Start co-operatives for things like Mophane
worms, Morula fruits and the rest. Corporate social
responsibility; this is another issue that I will like you
to look into.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up!
MR KGATHI: Thank you.
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Thank you very much
Mr Chairperson. I want to appreciate and thank all
the colleagues who made their comments across the
aisle. I am really grateful that even across the aisle the
contributions for the first time were very positive and
they came with suggestions.
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I would then pick the points; I want to thank Honourable
Kgathi for his contribution and Plaatjan is coming,
we will start the Richmark and I am investing in him,
because when you do that he can support that.
I also want to thank Advocate Honorable Boko for
expanding on Paragraph five (5) and making it even
clearer to those who might not understand the objective
of what we want to do. He also raised an issue about
intellectual property and asked what is involved with
regard to our understanding of intellectual property,
how much we cover up patents. I must assure him that in
terms of the Act that has been passed by this Parliament,
it does cover that as well.
Honourable Makgalemele was very clear as to what
the role of EDD is, emphasizing that in terms of
what the Government is doing, and the Government
is basically saying that anybody who is producing
in this country, the Government would be the first to
support them. Therefore as individual Members of
Parliament, we must be able to try and attract business
to our respective constituencies. He also raised an issue
about co-operatives. I must assure him that indeed the
transformation of the co-operatives is indeed being
implemented. What is even more interesting for us is that
the youths are participating and creating co-operatives.
Honourable Ntlhaile talked about co-operatives as well
and basically I appreciate his point and I am saying
indeed it is one of our flagship programmes at the
Ministry, because we believe that co-operatives have a
role to play in this country. He also talked about major
companies that might be operating in this country, that
they must support the local companies. Indeed that is
what we have started when we talked about the retail
space, by doing exactly what you are looking for. The
programme is not only just to go and train them and
forget about them. They must train them and make sure
that in the years to come, they should be able to be their
major suppliers locally, instead of being supplied from
outside.
Honourable Makgato raised an issue around the Selebi
Phikwe area in terms of the Selebi Phikwe Revitalisation
Plan. I want to assure the Honourable Member that
indeed when we look at the area, we are looking at all
the constituencies around that area because we really
appreciate them and we have recognised that from the
beginning that most of the people who were working
in Selebi Phikwe, come from their area. She indicated
that horticulture and tourism are among the areas that
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might be of interest. I believe that SPEDU is here. They
have heard what the Minister has said. They are going
to make sure that they join Honourable Khama to go
and see what is happening there, so that they are able to
create jobs in those areas.
Honourable Tsogwane talked about engagement of
stakeholders. Let me assure the Honourable Minister
that, that is what we do, we engage the stakeholders at
all times. In fact, yesterday we had called the private
sector for a consultative forum where effectively they
were to engage us and tell us exactly what their problem
is.
The textile industry is challenged, and in the past,
before we signed the Public Enterprises, Evaluation and
Privatisation Agency (PEEPA) agreement; quota free
and duty free agreement where effectively we would
have opportunities where there would be accumulation,
where now we would be able to buy materials from
other countries and materials that we bought from
other countries would be considered as if it originated
in the country. That in itself, would improve the textile
industry.
Economic Diversification Drive (EDD) evaluation and
monitoring; yes we monitor it every day. We ensure
that there is compliance but what I must emphasise
is that, we must all be charged to ensure that there is
compliance. It is not only the Ministry that should take
the responsibility of basically ensuring that EDD is
complied with.
Honourable Kenewendo talked about trust between the
private sector and Government. If there is no trust, we
will work on that. Yesterday we had an engagement and
I did not notice any disharmony in terms of the trust
level but we will work on that to make sure that it is
there.
She also talked about some companies that are
exporting, whether whatever they are exporting is
scalable. Yes, it is scalable and basically we have not
left them alone, we are part of them. We are making sure
that we are opening doors with our Missions in different
and respective countries. You also raised an issue about
the roadmap and who is coordinating that. Indeed there
is a clear committee that has been set of Ministers and
the higher level officers who are responsible under our
Ministry to monitor and coordinate the roadmap. The
support that we get is from different ministries.
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I have already thanked everybody for congratulating us
for the progress that we made in different areas. One
of the issues that I must raise is that we are basically
at the centre of everything and being at the centre of
everything is that sometimes we need the support
of other ministries for us to achieve what we want to
achieve. I can see you want to go but I am still going
to talk.
Honourable Khan was saying Batswana have a low
Intelligence Quotient (IQ) and I did not really appreciate
that.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who said that?
MR SERETSE: It is Honourable Khan, he said
Batswana have that. I really do not appreciate that
because I believe that IQ is not measured on nationalities.
He also said for us to raise our IQ, we must start business
classes for Batswana.
Where I concur with him is when he talked about
infrastructure in many of our major villages except
for funding requirements that are not in abundance.
If we had sufficient funding, we would definitely put
infrastructure in many of the major villages, so that as
we attract businesses, we do not only attract them to the
main cities.
He also talked about what was happening in his
constituency. I can tell him that Botswana Investment
and Trade Centre (BITC) has been engaged in the local
authority so that they can come up with an investment
strategy in their own constituency. Indeed, there will
be a meeting called with them next week if not two (2)
weeks from now to continue the conversation that they
had.
Let me thank Honourable Shamukuni for emphasising
the rankings because there are some who do not want
to believe these rankings. I must tell them that investors
across the world, when they look for investment, this
is their first port of call to see what is happening in
the particular countries and therefore it is very, very
important that we must work hard in haste, quickly as
it has been mentioned to improve our rankings because
when they have been improved, it makes it easier for us
when we sell our country.
He also talked about BITC having to engage in the
domestic economy and different stakeholders. I must
confirm to you sir, they have met a number of different
stakeholders in Councils in different areas, basically to
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define what their mandate is and engage them to see
what opportunities are there. They have gone to the
extent of even going beyond duty and asking the land
boards to give them land so that as they go out, they will
be able to know that there would be land for investors
when they come.
You also raised an issue about the review of laws, that
might be a problem and I have said earlier and Advocate
Boko expanded it very clearly what we seek to achieve
in this respect.
Honourable Mzwinila spoke at length about the Selebi
Phikwe Revitalisation Plan and he came with a number
of proposals that as the Ministry, we must engage
the private banks to see if they can consider a stay of
execution or stay or whatever in making sure that those
who have taken loans, their things are not taken as
usually in the “matter between.” He appreciated what
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA)
is doing and that is very important because CEDA is
under me and that is what I can influence.
He also suggested that there should be offtake in terms
of when companies are located in Selebi Phikwe. We can
confirm that with the new incentives that are there, that
is in place. He also talked about Letlhakane River where
he says it replicates what we have done on the other side
of Motloutse River. Funds permitting, we should be able
to do that because we want to make sure that in terms of
crop production, there is strong crop production there to
support the agro plant that is in Selebi Phikwe.
Honourable Gaolathe talked about advocacy. Yes, that is
what we do as well, we make sure that we go globally to
advocate for this country to attract the business to come
to this country. He also raised an issue that I should be
involved as a Minister with Visas and permits and all
that. I am right at the centre of that with Honourable
Khama and Honourable Batshu and we are trying to
make sure and improve such. In fact, I want to believe
in the next few weeks, there shall be a committee that
will be dedicated to facilitate and make sure that all
businesses that would be applying, will move faster than
ever before in the past. That is in place.
He also talked about a number of issues which
effectively I would not fault him when he talks about
the baseline information, when he talks about certain
numbers that we must express. But such information
which we have, we would find it very cumbersome if
we were to come here and report in such detail. In fact,
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if need be, sometimes in the future we might probably
make a presentation at the “all party caucus” in detail,
so that we can appreciate where we are coming from.
He talked about sector specific funding. Basically, the
funding by Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
(CEDA) or Botswana Development Corporation (BDC)
is sector specific across board. I mean you can come
with anything. You do not have to channel, if you are in
agriculture it is okay, if you are mining, they fund you.
So, I do not understand why we should have a funding
period and say this would be for mining because it is
already there.
He talked about creating millionaires. We attract
companies, we see companies growing and we believe
that they will grow into being millionaires.
I want to thank my colleagues for the support of my
proposal and take this opportunity now that I move
that the sum of Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six Million,
Eight Hundred and Forty-Five Thousand, Six Hundred
and Forty Pula (P936,845,640.00) under the Recurrent
Budget for Organisation 0700 be approved and stand
part of the schedule of the Appropriation (2017/2018)
Bill 2017; and that the sum of One Hundred and SeventyEight Million, Three Hundred and Fifty-Three Thousand
Pula (P178,353,000.00) for Organisation 0700 under
the Development Budget be approved and stand part of
the estimates for the financial year 2017/2018. I submit
accordingly. I thank you, Mr Chairperson.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister.
MR SERETSE: Thank you. I am sorry, I move
accordingly
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 0800 - MINISTRY OF
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Members, please
note that two (2) hours 25 minutes has been allocated
to this organisation and I shall call upon the Honourable
Minister to reply to the debate at 1635 hours on Monday
and the question will be put at 1705 hours. Honourable
Minister, you have 20 minutes to present your proposal.
The floor is yours.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): Mr
Chairperson, I wish to present my Ministry’s budget. It
is my pleasure to present to this Honourable Committee,
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the 2017/2018 Recurrent and Development Budget
proposals for the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development Head 0800 for consideration by this
House.

mini-food packages in 2014 targeting 4,300 families and
they continue to receive the packages monthly. All these
initiatives are meant to give disadvantaged Batswana
dignity and access to basic needs.

I wish to start by giving an overview of my Ministry’s
performance in respect of the implementation of major
initiatives during the 2016/2017 financial year.

Destitute Housing

I. SOCIAL PROTECTION
Social Welfare Programmes
Mr Chairperson, my Ministry has made some progress
in its endeavour to improve the lives of Batswana. We
continue to provide for the vulnerable and disadvantaged
groups in our society which include: the elderly, the
needy, community home based care patients, orphans,
World War II Veterans, destitute persons, people
with acute and severe disabilities and remote area
communities.
As at January 2017, my Ministry supported 35,051
destitute persons…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure Mr
Chairperson. Please do not think that we are delaying
the time for the House but there is something ringing in
this House. How do you mean I am buying time?
MR CHAIRPERSON: Address me Honourable
Member.
MR KGOROBA: Sorry, Mr Chairperson. There is
something ringing over there at Honourable Makgato’s
side, I am not even sure if it is Honourable Molao’s side.
A cell phone is ringing.
MR CHAIRPERSON: I think the noise is coming from
that side yes. Please switch off that phone Honourable
Member. I know who you are, proceed Honourable
Tsogwane.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you. Let me start the
paragraph once more. That is Paragraph four (4). As at
January 2017, my Ministry supported 35,051 destitute
persons, 108,160 Old Age Pensioners, 1,735 World
War II dependents and Community Home Based Care
patients, 5,691 People Living with Disabilities and
32,575 Orphans with cash allowance, food basket and
shelter.
Following the reported prevalence of abject poverty in
the Okavango area, my Ministry introduced area-specific

Mr Chairperson, in line with Government’s efforts
to provide decent shelter for the less privileged, my
Ministry continues to provide housing units to destitute
persons on an annual basis including housing for the
Remote Area Development Programme. From a target
of 1,000 units planned for the current financial year,
384 have been completed, 562 are at different stages
of construction and 54 have not yet been started due to
land unavailability. The ongoing houses are expected
to be completed by end of March 2017 or end of this
financial year.
Ipelegeng Programme
Mr Chairperson, short term employment continues to
be provided through the Ipelegeng program to improve
the livelihood of communities. The implementation
of the programme is largely aimed at undertaking
village
developments
through
infrastructure
maintenance, environmental cleanliness and support
to implementation of other Ministries’ initiatives.
In 2016/2017, the programme was also extended to
the Ministry of Defence, Justice and Security in their
initiative of de-bushing some international boundaries.
This programme targets to engage 64,191 beneficiaries
per month or 770,292 per annum. Since April 2016, a
cumulative total of 640,274 being 99 per cent against a
targeted 641,910 have been engaged. Meanwhile, out of
the planned 2,689 projects, 2,621 have started and 502
were completed as at January 2017, Mr Chairperson. The
programme is faced with budgetary constraints which
have resulted in a reduction in the number of technical
projects and has consequently forced the programme to
primarily undertake purely labour projects. As a result,
my Ministry is exploring innovative ways of running
the programme with minimal running costs which may
include partnerships with other Ministries and sectors.
Remote Area Development Programme (RADP)
Mr Chairperson, the RADP, which is facilitated through
the implementation of the Affirmative Action Framework
for Remote Area Communities, continues to be one of
my Ministry’s priorities as a vehicle to improve the
livelihoods of our Remote Area Communities (RACs).
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We have made significant progress in a number of areas
that has resulted in; 1,029 students being sponsored
at tertiary education institutions, 267 jobs being
created and 76 community economic empowerment
projects established to name but a few. In addition, the
formation of an Inter-Ministerial RADP Committee
has contributed significantly in driving the Remote
Area Development Programme as it meets regularly to
discuss issues related to improvement of the livelihoods
of Remote Area Communities across various Ministries.

Mr Chairperson, the RDC, as coordinator of rural
livelihoods efforts and initiatives, continues to monitor
implementation of the drought intervention measures
as well as devise new strategies for effective drought
response. Following the severe drought the country
recently experienced, His Honour the Vice President, in
his capacity as the RDC Chairperson has also initiated
and formed a task team to develop the country’s long
term drought response strategy. The team’s work is
expected to be completed by the first half of 2017.

Rural Development

III. LOCAL GOVERNANCE

Mr Chairperson, my Ministry is the Secretariat to the
Rural Development Council (RDC) chaired by none
other than His Honour the Vice President, which
continues to drive rural enterprise development through
funding support and coordination of Community
Trust projects. It coordinates facilitation of projects
in collaboration with implementing Ministries. The
objectives of RDC projects are to catalyse enterprise
development, local economic activity and job creation
in the rural areas. Through the efforts of the RDC, the
following community trust projects are operational:

Bogosi and Nation Building

§ Mogobane Irrigation Scheme
§ Zutshwa Salt Mine
§ Construction of Tsabong Small stock abattoir; and
§ National Agro Processing Plant in Selebi Phikwe.
Mr Chairperson, in June 2016, His Excellency the
President declared the country drought stricken with
accompanying intervention measures to run from
July 2016 – June 2017. Some of the key highlights
and updates in the implementation of the drought
Presidential Directive CAB 18 (A)/2016 are as follows:
25 per cent livestock feed subsidy which ended in
December 2016 as the country received good rains as
we all witnessed with resultant improved grazing. To
cushion the vulnerable groups and primary school going
children from nutrition deficiencies and malnutrition,
supplementary feeding is on-going around the country
Mr Chairperson at various health facilities under
Honourable Makgato’s portfolio and primary schools
until June 2017. However, provision of double ration
and second a meal at Primary Schools is impeded by
shortage of funds, non-conformity of commodities to
specifications and general delays. Consequently, second
meals at schools are provided only when supplies are
adequate. My Ministry is however making every effort
to resolve these delays.
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Mr Chairperson, Bogosi continues to play a critical
role in the development process of this country. The
Kgotla system provides a platform at which community
consultations on matters that affect Batswana are
discussed. The Bogosi institution fosters peace, law and
order within the communities through the Customary
Courts. The institution continues to contribute greatly
to the governance of our country and coordinates
community initiatives. It is in this regard that various
workshops were held in 2016/2017 to capacitate Dikgosi
to improve their skills and competence on issues of
handling cases. The initiative will continue in the next
financial year with the Ministry’s limited resources.
Mr Chairperson, during the 2016/2017 financial year,
the construction of 30 Customary Courts started across
nine (9) districts through the Economic Stimulus
Programme. Out of these; 12 are complete (nine in
Central District, two in North East District and one in
Gaborone) while the remaining 18 are ongoing and are
expected to be completed by the end of the financial
year 2016/2017. The provision of these courts will go
a long way in addressing shortages of office space and
enhancing service delivery.
The maintenance of Tribal Administration facilities is
ongoing. For the current financial year, Four Million
Seven Hundred Thousand Pula (P4, 700,000.00) was
allocated towards two major projects. I think I am
running short of time Mr Chairperson, I better move
to the most critical subject. These are Kgatleng and
Tonota Tribal Administration budgeted to the tune of
P2, 100,000 and P1, 500,000 respectively. The ongoing
projects at Kgatleng include; maintenance of offices and
staff houses at Mochudi, Malotwana, Oodi, Dikgonnye,
Bokaa, Sikwane, Malolwane and Oliphant’s Drift and
the projects are expected to be completed by March
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2017. The Tonota projects which comprise of the
maintenance of the Sebina, Goshwe, Matsitama and
Matobo staff houses and offices are still at adjudication
stage and will be completed in the 2017/2018 financial
year.
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The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Friday 3rd March, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.

Strategic Framework for Community Development
Mr Chairperson, in an effort to empower communities,
my Ministry continues to roll-out the Strategic
Framework for Community Development in Botswana.
As I mentioned in my previous Committee of Supply
speech, the overall approach of the strategy is giving
responsibility to communities for determining their
development priorities and planning their own future
facilitated by Government and stakeholders. This
will give our communities opportunities to create
wealth by tapping on their own assets. Probably the
greatest untapped potential in our communities is
the idea of self-help groups particularly among rural
women. We have observed an establishment of these
organised groups in the rural communities in the form
of ‘metshelo’. The banking sector is also playing its
part by facilitating flexible banking facilities for these
groups. As a Ministry, we have keen interest in these
initiatives as they are an example of a true community
driven development effort and contribute to the growth
of Small and Medium Micro Enterprises (SMMEs).
Mr Chairperson, I recently launched the Botswana
Chapter of the Botswana Homeless and Poor People’s
Federation in Francistown as an initiative that strives to
empower communities to be self-reliant. This Federation
is supported and guided by Francistown City Council
and the Trust for Community Initiatives, a locally based
international organisation with expertise and experience
in empowering communities to empower themselves
economically.
As of December 2016, the Federation had a membership
of Two Thousand, Five Hundred and Sixty One (2, 561),
with members from Francistown and surrounding areas,
Selebi Phikwe...
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
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