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Friday 3rd March, 2017
THE ASSEMBLY met at 9:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY
THEME: THE IMPACT OF THE RESERVATION
POLICY IN THE RETAIL SECTOR ON THE
ECONOMY OF BOTSWANA
MS KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
Good morning and thank you Madam Speaker. As the
question states; The Impact of the Reservation Policy
particularly in the Retail Sector on the Economy of
Botswana. I ask this question because the retail sector
is extremely important in our economy. It has been one
that has been grossing double digits growth numbers,
and the retail sector as a sub sector of the trade sector
has also been quite important in cross border trading. It
has accounted to about thirty- two (32) per cent of total
trade sector and has grown at around 5.2 per cent in the
last decades.
Retail activity has been quite crucial for employment as
well. The combined impact of the retail sector and the
wholesales sector has been around 48 to 50 000 when
it comes to job creation which is around fourteen (14)
per cent of total formal employment. So, upon revising
the Trade Act, it was outlined that some economic
activities will be reserved for citizens, and therefore
there cannot be any foreign participation. The Act
aligns a few activities including retail on clothing, there
is some food bakeries and so forth; a list can be found
on Botswana Investment and Trade Centre (BITC).
Previously we would find that the Minister would
exempt some foreign owned retail chains in particular
for clothing; Markham’s, Woolworths, Mr Price, Pep
and so forth. We heard last year and the year before
that this has changed a bit, and that some of these
chains have been withdrawing or are threatening to
withdraw their investment in Botswana and are looking
elsewhere because this Reservation Policy is being
implemented quite harshly. So, I ask for the Minister
to brief us if there has been any study to look at the
impact of this Reservation Policy in particular on the

retail sector. If we were seeing any success in relation to
it being implemented, why are we not seeing any more
exemption, or really just to clarify if there are some of
those exemptions, and what has been the total impact on
employment creation. Thank you.
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Thank you Madam
Speaker. The Government has come up with different
initiatives aimed at different Citizen Economic
Empowerment (CEE). One such initiative was the
reservation of certain trade activities for the citizens or
companies wholly owned by citizens as provided by the
Act; Section 15.1 of the Trade Act, 2003.
The reservation of this trade was premised on the fact
that they were easy to operate and do not need technical
expertise, special technology or special skills and
therefore could be operated by citizens.
Some of these reserved business activities include
general dealer, general clothing, fresh produce, take
away, hair and beauty parlour, to mention a few.
Madam Speaker, even though we do not have a specific
data on this point of the policy in terms of the impact of
the retail to the economy, it has opened opportunities for
citizens to participate in the retail sector such as bakery,
fresh produce which have been in the domain of chain
stores.
Madam Speaker, the economic growth of the country
is suitable when it is driven by its own citizens. This
results in the development of entrepreneurial skills
and consequently improvement in the wellbeing of
the people. The profit generated from the reserved
business activities are re-injected into the economy and
hence reduce the leakages of income that goes to other
countries.
Madam Speaker, reserved businesses under the
Economic Diversification Drive (EDD) includes
manufacturing services and agricultural production.
Procurement from producers in these sectors will in the
medium to long term lead to competitiveness which will
encourage retail sectors currently dependent on imports
to source product locally.
Madam Speaker, the Honourable Member had raised
issues about the Reservation clause in the Act which
provides for the Minister to give exemptions to retail
businesses to operate in the space reserved for Batswana.
Mainly, our retail space is dominated by South African
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retail space. In terms of the Act, effectively it is basically
saying that space is reserved for Batswana. We gave
them an opportunity when this came into force that they
must, when they expand because we could not impose
the Act retrospectively, they must involve Batswana if
they want to be in that space.
For a number of years we continuously gave them the
exemptions. Upon realising that, for lack of a better,
they are taking advantage of this Clause which gives
them exemptions, we decided that we shall stop the
exemptions and put them so that they can try and get
Batswana involved.
In the Act it talks about 51 (fifty one) per cent of
partnerships so that they can operate in that space. So,
when I stopped the exemptions, they raised this issue
of 51 that the Republic is operating like our neighbours
up north that they want to take their companies, their
companies are listed, so it is very difficult to engage
Batswana to be participating in this space. For me that
argument did not make sense because I decided that I
meet all of them, the owners of the businesses that are
operating here, the real Directors not the rented people
who are sometimes called Country Managers this side
who do not make decisions.
In the conversation that we had, it was clearly very easy
because I premised it on saying tell me what you do
in your own country because I know what you do in
your own country. So why do you think it is different
to do it in Botswana? That became a very, very difficult
argument because they could not defend it.
I will give you one reason that they used to say, they
said, “no, our staff that is employed are in the pension
fund, we have given them some 1 per cent.” I said, I am
not interested in that, I want significant contribution that
will contribute to the economy. They went all over to
try and get the support. I stood my ground, and basically
said, I am not saying give your companies away at 51
per cent, I am asking you as a responsible Government
to do something that you will feel comfortable with
which is contributing to the economy. Some of the
things that you could do is that you can engage our local
manufacturing companies to supply you with goods. The
argument was that the local people are very expensive
and they cannot meet their standards. I said then we have
to do something about it. You have to make sure that
they meet your standards. They are expensive because
they are small and if I am to use that as a factor and
you are producing in … across the border, it means then
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as a Republic we will never grow our manufacturing
sector. It took months. They threatened that they will go
somewhere else. I knew they would not go because their
profit lines are supported by our industries. We support
through our purchases for them to be able to grow their
businesses. To date, since you asked, even though they
had threatened to leave, not a single company has gone.
They are still here.
We finally reached an agreement that for me to give them
exemption, there must be a good cause that is practical
to the effect that indeed Batswana are engaged. First we
said, we want to see Batswana products in their shops.
They committed that they would provide 10 per cent of
their floor space for goods produced by Batswana. They
also committed that they will be part of us in training the
suppliers to meet their standards. The first workshop for
that was held just last week by Edcon which probably
has about 10 different stores. There were about 100
Batswana who have shown interest that they are able
to supply them. There is a clear programme that is to be
followed.
We also said that because our people might be starting
from the beginning, there must be progressive quantities
that you would be able to get from these different
suppliers so that if all goes well as I would wish, at a
particular point in time, these shops must be supplied
probably if not 100 per cent, more than 60 per cent with
local products. So there is this programme that is going
on.
One other issue that was of main concern when we
did the reservation, was when Honourable Batshu
was flooded by foreign people applying for Visas and
permits to come and run tuck-shops, bread supply and
hair salons and we said that cannot be. So these are the
things which are supposed to be run by Batswana. I
think a salient point that you raised in order to buttress
the point that I am talking about, to do a qualitative
research at a point where I will be able to use numbers
and say since the Reservation Policy was in place, this is
where we are. The bottom line is that let it be very clear
that if you are a foreign company coming here with our
very liberal laws in terms of expatriation of profits and
everything, basically they would not be reinvested in
our economy and we believe that at least in this space
where we have reserved, the money will circulate in the
economy. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Thank you Honourable Minister. Just as a quick follow
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up, if there has been some successes as you mention in
implementing the Reservation Policy, could you quickly
just outline why there is a need for a Citizen Economic
Empowerment (CEE) Policy or how the two would
be working together. Also, some people view that the
Reservation Policy is actually contradicting some of
our own Government policies, including Economic
Diversification Drive (EDD) and some of our statements
in Vision 2036, National Development Plan (NDP) 11,
NDP 10 and so forth, which say that we are open for
business and we are open for Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI). Would you say that this implementation of the
Reservation Policy is quite contradictory? Thank you.
MR SERETSE: I am very clear that it is not
contradictory. We are a jealous Government that would
wish to see its own people driving this economy.
If you are to be insensitive to not manage the liberal
democracy and open flood gates, I can tell you, today
when you talk about textile industry you might as well
just forget because China produces things at cheap
rates and other countries produce more than we do. So
effectively we would be a consumer country and that is
what we want to reverse. That is why we also have the
CEE Policy which effectively when it comes to tenders
and all that, it is creating with their preference that there
are there, that we must be able to have our own local
companies. For instance, in the construction industry,
if you are probably not to use the CEE Policy where
there are some preferences, the strong multi companies
that we know of in our big brother, would be the ones
basically who would be dominating everything that we
do. So we cannot as a country be just a consumer; that is
the point; that we are trying to move from consumerism
to basically doing our own things. In fact, when we are
involved in negotiations with our trading partners, they
do not understand what we are talking about and in terms
of competition they are always fighting us basically
trying to frustrate our industrialisation programme
because they are fully industrialised; they just want us
to consume their goods. Thank you.
MR BOKO: Thank you very much. Minister, you
mentioned manufacturing in your response, you
indicated that you want these retail outlets in the
country to carry product lines manufactured in this
country. I am not aware of any serious industrial base
or manufacturing going on in the country. So I would
like you to shed light on what products exactly are
manufactured in this country in such quantities as
would sustain the retail industry, that is the first thing.
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The second is, manufacturing properly defined in your
legislation and practice involves what they call semifinished products, in other words products can be
manufactured in the name outside the country and then
brought in, in an almost finished state with very little to
be done locally, that qualifies as manufacturing. Is there
any thought on your part to try and address this to ensure
that quality products are manufactured here?
The last is, if you are going to insist on manufacturing
here and the involvement of citizens in retail industry
and reservations put in place for citizens, have you
established the financing eco-system to look at how
conducive it is to active citizen participations and
empowerment? In absence of any such active citizen
participation and empowerment what efforts is your
Ministry and indeed your Government making in this
regard? Thank you very much.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, four
minutes left.
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Thank you Honourable
Member. You have indicated that; is there any
manufacturing taking place that is sufficient to qualify
to supply all these retail stores? One example is that,
in terms of towels the manufacturing plant in the north
would be able to supply all the retail shops that will be
interested in that. More importantly is to acknowledge
the fact that, because we have not started, we are at the
base, we are basically saying this process will then start
another process where they will build and support our
own capacity here, so that at some point in the future
they will be able to supply them. We are not generally
saying do not procure from your original base, we are
saying allow our manufacturing start-ups to be able
to eat from the pie that has been taken by your major
suppliers.
In terms of the eco-system for financing, I can say that,
I think basically the financial institutions do support and
indeed I had discussion with Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA), basically there is an
agreement or commitment between the two partners,
they are able to fund such partnerships, that they will be
able to supply the right quantities.
There is furniture that is produced here in large
quantities. In fact there is even furniture that we are
exporting and food items in abundance, things like oil.
Oil is produced here. We believe we have sufficient oil,
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but we still get oil imported from South Africa. So these
are the issues that we talked about. Thank you sir.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, I understand what
you are saying about these transitions. I am worried,
because the line between a wholesaler, a chain store and
a general dealer is so blurred. It has just disappeared,
because the same wholesalers have now opened the
chain shops. They close at six O’clock in the wholesales
and at ten O’clock in the general dealers. This has
denied an ordinary Motswana in the villages who used
to have a general dealer to make a living out of selling.
I do not think that monitoring mechanism is working
and I am worried because I do not think you have any
other monitoring mechanism. For instance, when you
go to these other chain shops they have a bakery as part
of the shop and if an ordinary Motswana is interested
in running a bakery in Gabane, he is not going to get
any business because people buy from the same shop
that has everything inside; it sells everything even
some traditional delicacies like fat cakes and chicken
feet. There is no how an ordinary Motswana can make
money unless they go to a construction company and
work there. How are you looking at these things; these
blurred lines in between the businesses?
MADAM SPEAKER: One minute left Minister.
MR SERETSE: Thank you. Let me just confirm that
when you see a bakery in that chain store, it is run by
Motswana. That is what we made sure of. They basically
take the space inside a chain store.
I think the issue that you raised with regard to this blurred
vision or blurred line between a retailer and small store
is for real. The challenge that we have because we are
seized with it, is the challenge of the benefit to the
buyer. That is what really creates that problem, because
who would wish to see that shop of an individual being
the one supplying whatever that is supplying, but it is
supplying at a cost factor, which basically hits a local
old men, in terms of the price factor, which otherwise he
could be getting it at a lower price.
MADAM SPEAKER: We have to move on.
MR SERETSE: This contradiction is the one that we
are basically grappling with, because it is very difficult
to deal with. Thank you.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY
THEME: LIBERALISATION OF THE BEEF
SECTOR

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

MR REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): Thank
you Madam Speaker. I would like to ask the Minister
of Agricultural Development and Food Security when
they are planning to liberalise beef market in Botswana?
I am saying this because there once came an initiative
in this House from the Ministry in which they tried the
liberalisation to abolish monopoly of the Botswana
Meat Commission (BMC) but at that time, the House
turned down the motion. The reason I am back here
with this motion is because in 2013 it was indicated
that the estimated cost of beef in the beef market was
42.4 billion yet Botswana accounted to sixteen hundred
million dollars only. This meant that it accounted for
only 0.3 per cent of the entire global beef market.
We ranked number 22 and 28. This shows that there
is still room in the market therefore if we liberalise
some and open the gates we could move higher to 5 per
cent and away from the 0.3 per cent that we have been
accounting for.
Another issue of concern is the privatisation of the
abattoir in Francistown that we have been reading about
in the newspapers; there is no way that we can privatise
the abattoir in Francistown without amending the Act
first. We need to follow the right procedure; it will be a
great idea to start with liberalisation before moving on
to privatisation.
I would like the Honourable Minister to update us in
terms of how far we are because people sell their cattle
to Botswana Meat Commission and wait for their
payments for months. Some Batswana like in Ghanzi
are sometimes sent back at BMC and told that their
cattle are either overweight or underweight. Batswana
are frustrated because of Botswana Meat Commission;
some end up losing their property because they are
repossessed due to late payments from BMC. I would
like the Minister of Agricultural Development and Food
Security to explain what he is doing about this issue.
MR SALAKAE: Correction. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I would like to correct the Honourable Member
who has been on the floor that, this Parliament has
never taken any initiative to liberalise the BMC or the
BMC Act. What it did then, it wanted to privatise the
Lobatse Meat Commission and Parliament was saying,
Honourable De Graaff, you cannot bring your friend to
buy…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)
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MR SALAKAE: It is there, it is written; they wanted to
privatise, they did not want to liberalise the market. He
should come and show us that…
MADAM SPEAKER: It is fine Honourable Salakae.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: It is time for the Minister.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
AUTLWETSE): Thank you Madam Speaker. The
Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) remains the only
beef export state entity established according to an Act
of Parliament of 1965. Therefore, any review of BMC
Act and by extent of the beef sector, should address
itself to a thorough legal review process. In view of the
aforesaid, it is evident that the decision to abolish or
maintain the legal framework is not a decision of the
Minister alone. However, in the same Act, the Minister
can sanction on application, any private business to
export only if they meet national regulatory standards
and requirements.
Madam Speaker, a study on the liberalisation of the
beef sector commenced this year and it is expected to be
completed in September 2017. The study endeavours to
assess the feasibility of liberalisation of Botswana beef
export market in order to allow other players in the beef
industry to participate in the international beef market.
The findings of the study should inform Government
decision on whether or not the monopoly on the export
of beef products, live cattle, should or should not be
removed. This study which is being done through
private consultancy is born out of recommendations of
a 2013 Sector Pitso Conference convened by a majority
of stakeholders in Botswana.
Madam Speaker, it would be premature to prefix a date
without even having the basis nor recommendations
of the study if at all there is need to abolish the BMC
monopoly or replace it with a liberalised sector.
If I could go back to what the Honourable Member said
when he was introducing his debate; he said there could
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be an increase going beyond the percentage that he did
mention. I thought I should point out Madam Speaker
that here we are talking about cattle in Botswana which
when we tell the truth, are few in number. The cattle
in Botswana are slightly above 2.5 million. I could
point out through the regions; the Southern Region has
185 962 cattle. This region includes Ngwaketse South,
Ngwaketse North, Ngwaketse Central and Ngwaketse
West.
Gaborone Region which covers Bamalete, Tlokweng,
Kweneng South, Kweneng North, Kweneng West and
Kgatleng has 347 211 cattle.
Central Region, where we assume there are many cattle;
includes Mahalapye East, Mahalapye West, Palapye,
Serowe, Bobonong, Letlhakane, Selebi Phikwe, having
left out Tutume and Tonota which are under Central as
well, we have 545 785 cattle.
The Francistown Region, which includes Tati, Tutume
and Tonota, has 202 791 cattle.
Maun Region, which is Ngamiland West, Ngamiland
East, and Chobe, has 201 339 cattle. Western Region,
which is Gantsi, Hukuntsi and Tsabong, has 113 517
cattle. A place which has a higher number there is
Ghanzi with 77 380 cattle.
Madam Speaker I would like to clarify that regarding
the issue of business people which tallies with what the
Honourable Member talked about here, maybe if we
could have many abattoirs that is when there could be
an increase in the sale of beef. There are six regions.
If we could have six (6) abattoirs that are competing
for that market, emanating from the 2.5 million cattle,
competing with countries in the European Union (EU)
which has about 85 000 million herd of cattle, Brazil
120 million, Argentina 185 million, but ours being 2.5
million, these six regions, their containers can be halted
in Cape Town for five (5) months…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Madam
Speaker, I do not know, was it a slip of the tongue or the
Honourable Minister was genuine and honest when he
said 85 thousand million for EU?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, make a
correction; that is a point of correction.
MR AUTLWETSE: Thank you Honourable Member.
I was not out of order; if anything you should have
corrected me. I talked about 85 million.
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Therefore if I can have six abattoirs as I have said
Madam Speaker, maybe each container for every region
will take six months still in Cape Town awaiting to be
filled, hence we would lose the market. That is why
we did a study to see how this issue could be solved.
Should we allow everyone to open their own abattoir
and export meat or should there be a body which can
control the number of abattoirs we can have as a way
of safeguarding the cattle industry? Thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
I had earlier on stood up on a point of correction trying
to make this Parliament understand that, this Parliament
has never taken any initiative to liberalise the BMC
Act. There is a difference between privatisation
and liberalisation. I think Honourable Kenewendo,
Honourable Seretse and Honourable Butale know that. I
want this thing to be corrected. Parliament then wanted
to privatise the Lobatse abattoir and the Minister had
come and wanted Parliament to privatise the Lobatse
abattoir. They refused on the basis that De Graaff wanted
to bring his friends to buy the Lobatse abattoir, at any
point. That is why you hear the Minister now saying,
“the Ministry has taken an initiative to commission a
study on liberalisation,” for the first time.
MADAM SPEAKER: You made a correction to that
effect, right?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Did you say they refused?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

conducted, what really informed you that time when
you brought an Act to abolish monopoly Honourable
Minister? Because those people who will be in the meat
market will be bringing in new ideas for the market and
Batswana as well will remain proud that they can sell
their cattle. Currently Batswana are not keen to be in
the market because BMC has made it impossible for the
cattle market for them.
MADAM SPEAKER: This is question time and not
debate time. Kindly ask questions Honourable Members.
MR REATILE: Honourable Minister, what really
informed you that time if currently you are still
undertaking some study?
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, the Honourable
Member is putting me in a tight corner because what I
am saying is that the study has commenced and it will
be complete in September. I cannot therefore respond
to the things that happened before, as the question did
not require such, he is being unfair on me. I would
appreciate if he could give me a chance to present what
I have at the end of the study then he could interrogate
me, not now. May I kindly request him to wait for the
study to be presented before anything else?
MR SALAKAE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Honourable Minister, you have tasked your
children to do a liberalization study, those officers…
MR AUTLWETSE: Correction. The Honourable
Member is not right when he says that I have sent my
children, this is not a family matter. I request that he
withdraws that statement.

MR REATILE: Madam Speaker, I just wanted for
the Honourable Member to appraise us on the kind of
study they conducted when they wanted to abolish the
monopoly at the Botswana Meat Commission when
I was against the abolition of monopoly by then. I do
believe that we cannot abolish monopoly because BMC
is running at a loss in the current state. We do believe
that BMC should be assisted to a better stage then from
there we could abolish monopoly after it has been aided
from the state it is in right now.

MR SALAKAE: Honourable Minister, there is a team
that you have deployed to do a Liberalisation study of
the BMC market but at the same time, the Minister is
busy at the moment consulting and at the same time
informing farmers that the Government has already
taken a decision that the Francistown abattoir is being
privatised, semi-privatising Lobatse abattoir and
leaving the Maun BMC under the scorching heat of the
monopoly. Therefore what informed the Honourable
Minister on circulating what he is doing yet he is still
awaiting the liberalization study. If this does not match
what the study finds, how are you going to compensate
for that once the report comes out?

Therefore I get confused because every time we ask
on how far with the abolition of the monopoly at BMC
we are told that there is a study which is still being

MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
RALOTSIA): Correction. Madam Speaker, I just

MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, you made a correction,
then that is fine.
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wanted to correct Honourable Salakae that Government
has not taken any decision to the effect that he has
just pronounced. If Government had taken a decision,
then the Minister would not be going out consulting
the farmers, there is no decision that has been taken.
I have said this so many times, even in the presence of
Honourable Salakae that this is not a decision, this is
a proposal that Government has made and is currently
consulting with the farmers and does not stop the study
from going on if that is it.
MADAM SPEAKER: You have given your assistant to
respond, he was going to respond to that.
MR NKAIGWA: Procedure. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I just want to appreciate from you Madam
Speaker whether the Minister can go and consult on
something that has not been agreed to by the Executive?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I do not know, because you
are asking me yet you called for a point of procedure.
The Honourable Minister will respond to it when he
responds because I cannot answer it.
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, the truth is that I
do believe that Honourable Salakae did not understand
some of the things when the Honourable Minister held
Kgotla meetings. The truth is what Honourable Ralotsia
has just said. That in his meetings, he does not tell
people that the Government has taken a decision, but to
consult and take recommendations from the constituents
on what is on the ground. The Francistown abattoir has
not made any profits since its inception and we have
called for this study to determine if this could be closed
or not. That is what the Minister is saying, and not that
the Government has taken a decision to close down the
abattoir. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I would
like to remind the Honourable Assistant Minister that he
is still new in this Cabinet.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please refrain from talking
about being new, you are all new here.
MR SALAKAE: They always tell me that I am new in
Parliament, he is new in the Cabinet. The Honourable
Minister goes around in Kgotla meetings discussing
what the Cabinet has agreed, they cannot consult
before the Cabinet agrees on anything. I just wanted to
highlight that.
Secondly, I would like to ask the Honourable Minister
if he is aware that the current model being used in the

MOTIONS - LATER DATE)

marker makes small farmers poorer than you thought.
You tell them that BMC is for the farmers because small
farmers sell their cattle to BMC at lower prices. Those
who benefit from the BMC are those who have feedlots,
the likes of Mr Patrick Balopi.
MADAM SPEAKER: We said we are not going to talk
about people who are not in Parliament.
MR AUTLWETSE: Madam Speaker, I do not know
where we differ. What I want to confirm to him is that,
the Cabinet did not instruct the Minister of Agricultural
Development and Food Security to tell Batswana of
the closure of the BMC. The Cabinet has instructed
the Minister to consult the people to get their opinions
on that. This is a Cabinet directive not for you to tell
Batswana that the abattoir is closing.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Boko, but we do
not have enough time.
MR BOKO: Thank you...
MADAM SPEAKER: Oh! Time up Honourable
Member.

MOTIONS - LATER DATE
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE EVER
PLUMMETING EDUCATION RESULTS
Motion
(Resumed debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Dr
Butale is attending a Pan African Parliament (PAP)
summit, so he will resume his debate when he comes
back because he is on an official trip.
Later Date.
ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL
EMPLOYMENT AGENCY
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: The same thing with this one,
Honourable Butale will proceed with it when he comes
from this official trip.
Later Date.
GOVERNMENT TO UTILISE THE MONEY
FROM THE ALCOHOL LEVY FUND TO
ESTABLISH REHABILITATION CENTRES
Motion
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Later Date.
MADAM SPEAKER: Dr Butale is attending PAP.
ENGAGEMENT OF TEMPORARY TEACHERS
ON ONE YEAR CONTRACT
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: I have no idea of Honourable
Lelatisitswe’s whereabouts.
Later Date.
GOVERNMENT TO STOP REQUESTING PERFORMANCE BONDS FROM 100 PER CENT
CITIZEN OWNED COMPANIES
Motion

INTRODUCTION OF PERSONALISED CAR
REGISTRATION NUMBER PLATES
Motion
Later date.
INTRODUCTION OF A FORTNIGHTLY
PAYROLL SYSTEM
Motion
Later Date.
INTRODUCTION OF SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK
IN ALL SCHOOLS UNDER THE MINISTRY OF
BASIC EDUCATION
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Dr Mmatli did not tell me
where he is.

Later Date.

Later Date.

GOVERNMENT TO UPGRADE LETLHAKANE
AND PALAPYE INTO FULLY FLEDGED TOWNSHIPS

…SILENCE…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, the quorum is fine. Proceed.

Motion

REOPENING OF BCL MINE

Later Date.

Motion

PROVISION OF CONSTITUENCY OFFICES
WITH AN EXECUTIVE TYPE GOVERNMENT
VEHICLE AND A DRIVER
Motion
Later Date.
REDUCTION OF RADIUS BETWEEN
BOREHOLES ON COMMUNAL LAND
Motion
Later Date.
UPGRADING OF BOTETI, TUTUME AND
BOBIRWA SUB-DISTRICTS INTO FULL
DISTRICTS
Motion
Later Date.
RELOCATION OF THE INSTITUTE OF
HEALTH SCIENCES
Motion
Later Date.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Where is the
Minister?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: He is absent.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is absent. What is wrong
with you today? Next motion, Minister the motion is
absent.
Later Date.
RELOCATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
MINING AND GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERING
OF THE COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND
TECHNOLOGY AT BIUST FROM PALAPYE TO
SELEBI PHIKWE
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: It falls under the Ministry of
Tertiary, and none of them is here, proceed.
Later Date.
SETTING UP OF THE COAL LIQUEFACTION
PROJECT IN SELEBI PHIKWE
Motion
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MADAM SPEAKER: The Minister is also absent.
Later Date.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: Someone said procedure, let
me give them the floor. Is it not point of order? If it is
procedure, you have to ask me.
MR NKAIGWA: I am Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, ask me.
MR NKAIGWA: Procedure. Madam Speaker, you are
saying we should just proceed without taking us on board.
I suspect we are going to reach the last page without that
and yet we are told to proceed as if everything is fine. I
think you too are aware that something is wrong Madam
Speaker. Some were here earlier on but they have left
intentionally so that the House adjourns early. It is very
wrong Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I was waiting for you to say
something, why should it always be me complaining? I
always condemn this. So do you want me to always be
complaining and then you turn around and accuse me
of that?
INCREMENT OF THE OLD AGE PENSION
Motion
Later Date.
SIGNING, RATIFICATION AND
DOMESTICATION OF THE SADC PROTOCOL
ON GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT
Motion
Later Date.
REVIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
Motion
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Procedure. I
am here but I am not ready to respond because ordinarily,
when the motions are many like these, it is rare for all to
be debated. Therefore, it can be debated, but I will not
be helpful in contributing to the debate. That is my plea.
Thank you.

MADAM SPEAKER: I understand Minister. In other
words you are saying later date.
Later date
INTRODUCTION OF PATERNITY LEAVE
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: You know what, for the record,
we should read all these
motions. Is the Minister is absent?Is he around? Whose
motion is this? There are many of them. Proceed.
Later Date.
AMENDMENT OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE
PENAL CODE (CAP 08:01)
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: I do not think the Minister of
Local Government and Rural Development is in. they
are the ones responsible for the Children`s Act. Proceed.
Later Date.
REVIEW OF SALARIES AND CONDITIONS OF
SERVICE FOR THE DISCIPLINED FORCES
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware is not
in. He has been here, but as I speak, he is not around.
later date
INTRODUCTION OF DIRECT ENTRY POINTS
INTO THE DISCIPLINED FORCES
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware went
out.
MS KENEWENDO: On a point of procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: You are too slow because I think
you want to talk about your motions which we have
long passed. I am listening.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Madam Speaker. I
want to ask when will these motions are going to be
brought here again?
MADAM SPEAKER: I will talk about that when we
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finish.
Motion-later date
APPOINTMENT OF CERTAIN POSITIONS ON
FIXED TERM CONTRACTS
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware is still
not here. Proceed.
Later Date.
COMPENSATION REVIEW FOR FARMERS
WHOSE PROPERTY HAS BEEN DESTROYED
OR DAMAGED BY WILDLIFE
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware is still
out.
Later Date.
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT
BODY TO ADDRESS COMPLAINTS AGAINST
THE BOTSWANA POLICE SERVICE (BDF)
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Is it by Honourable Mokgware?
He is still out.
Later Date.
DELAY OF PLOT ALLOCATION AROUND
MOGODITSHANE, GABANE, MMANKGODI
AND METSIMOTLHABE
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware is not
in.
Later Date.
LAW TO ALLOW CELLPHONE RETAILERS TO
SELL CELLPHONES WITH SOFTWARE THAT
DISABLES PHONES WHEN STOLEN
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware is not
in.
Later Date.

ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATE CONDITIONS
OF SERVICE FOR CIVILIANS EMPLOYED IN
THE BOTSWANA DEFENCE FORCE
Motion
MADAM SPEAKER: We talked to you at the General
Assembly trying to avoid a situation whereby we will
have many motions while we know that we cannot do
them all. We came up with suggestions but you rejected
them. I guess we still have to talk to you about piling
motions. It is a waste of paper. Every Friday we come
with a heap of paper here. That means we are going to do
the same thing next Friday. Since you are on your way
out and I know you are not going to come back, think
about that because we have advised and you refused. It
is fine, I wanted you to know.
Take your seats and stop fighting. The time is up. Listen
to me Honourable Members. You are 13 in this House.
We have Honourable Mokgware even though he was
not in when we read the motions. We have advised him
to notice his motions again as soon as possible.
We have Honourable Ntlhaile, Honourable Ngaka,
Honourable
Ralotsia,
Honourable
Matambo,
Honourable Molale, Honourable Markus, Honourable
Molatlhegi, Honourable Makgalemele, Honourable
Guma, Honourable Kenewendo, Honourable Reatile
and Honourable Molefhi.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Oh! How can I forget my uncle!
And Honourable Kgosi Lotlamoreng. You are the
loyalists. You have been voted by the people and you
are here to represent them. You are doing what people
who respect people`s votes should do. We request that
any day, whether some members are not in, whether
Ministers are not in or whether the movers of motions
are not here, we should have the quorum. This also
goes out to you to note that you should always be ready
because you have decided that we should list all motions
on the Order Paper. Even the owner and the Minister
responding to the last motion should always be prepared
for cases like today. I know it is a lot of work but until
you change this arrangement so that we include only
a few motions that you can handle in the Order paper,
then you should always be ready. I will still appeal to
those who are not here to note that being in this House
shows respect to those who have voted for us. With
those comments, let us adjourn.
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ADJOURNMENT
The Assembly adjourned at 10:24 a.m. until Monday
6th March, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
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