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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Good
Afternoon members, I believe we are quorated. Let me
make a quick announcement before we start questions,
I will however explain in more details when we get to
it. After question time and tabling of paper, we will
have a tribute to the late former President Sir Ketumile
Joni Masire and like I have explained, more details will
follow when we get to it. Those who were at the General
Assembly this morning know what I am talking about.
So, since we are not yet live, I would request journalists
whom I know are here to allow us to finish questions
and then we will call them when we get to that item.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
RETIREMENT AND SUCCESSION PLANNING
FOR MINISTRY OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): asked
the Minister of Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development to state:(i) the number of employees who reached compulsory
retirement age in the Financial Year 2017/2018;
(ii) the number of those who will reach compulsory
retirement age in your Ministry for the Financial
Year 2018/2019;
(iii) whether the Minister has made arrangements for
succession with regard to those who held technical
posts; and
(iv) the number of technical posts that will be created
by retiring employees.
MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
(MR MABEO): Thank you Madam Speaker and good
afternoon. Madam Speaker,
i) The total number of employees who reached
compulsory retirement age in my Ministry for the
Financial Year 2017/18 is 16.
ii) The total number of those who will reach
compulsory retirement age in the Year 2018/2019
is seven.
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iii) The technical posts which will be vacated through
compulsory retirement in the Financial Years
2017/18 and 2018/19 will be filled through internal
and/or external recruitment.
iv) The number of posts that will be created due to
retiring employees holding technical posts in
the 2017/18 Financial Year is five and zero for
the 2018/19 Financial Year. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT’S PROJECTS FOR
BOTETI EAST CONSTITUENCY
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development
to apprise this Honourable House on the projects in
his Ministry under the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) and National Development Plan (NDP) 11 that
will be carried out in the Boteti East Constituency
villages looking at the following:(i) brief description of the project scope;
(ii) budget attached and timelines;
(iii) when the projects will start and end; and
(iv) current progress in relation to the projects, where
there are delays and the reasons why.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Madam Speaker the
following are projects in the Boteti East Constituency
that my Ministry is implementing under ESP and NDP
11. For the 2016/17 Financial Year, ESP covered Supang
Primary School for the project scope of 10 teachers’
houses, six classroom blocks and four toilet blocks at a
total cost of P18 651 516.80. Progress is at 90 per cent
for classrooms and 70 per cent for teachers’ houses and
the project is expected to be completed by end of August
2017. The delay in completing the project was caused
by rock excavation on site.
For 2017/18 Financial Year, Mokane School will
have four teachers’ houses, one block of toilets and
two classroom blocks. The project is currently under
evaluation and is expected to commence in August
2017.
With respect to Customary Courts, Mmea has been
completed at a cost of P1 080 092.16 during the 2016/17
Financial Year.
Madam Speaker, under the destitute housing programme,
15 housing units were constructed in Boteti East in
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2016/17 at a cost of P1 650 000 and all of them have
been handed over to beneficiaries.

• The Ministry experienced a number of queries by the
bidders during the initial tender in 2016/17.

For the current financial year, 22 destitute housing
units at the cost of P2 027 115 will be provided in
various villages and settlements and are expected to be
completed by the end of December 2017. I will avail
a list of settlements and villages with completed units
for 2016/17 and 2017/18 to the Honourable Member.
Thank you.

• The project was then transferred to the sub district for
implementation. The sub district has since transferred
back the project to the ministry due to the capacity
constraints at the Council.

MINISTRY OF LAND MANAGEMENT, WATER
AND SANITATION SERVICES’ PROJECTS FOR
BOTETI EAST CONSTITUENCY
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services to apprise this Honourable House on the
projects in his Ministry under the Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP) and National Development Plan
(NDP) 11 that will be carried out in the Boteti East
Constituency villages looking at the following:(i) brief description of the project scope;
(ii) budget attached and timelines;
(iii) when the projects will start and end; and
(iv) current progress in relation to the projects, where
there are delays and the reasons why.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Madam Speaker, my
Ministry has four projects in Boteti East Constituency
implemented under both ESP and NDP 11. Under the
ESP there is only one minimal land servicing project in
Letlhakane. The other three projects will be implemented
under NDP 11 to cover water provision in the villages
of Letlhakane, Mosu, Mokubilo and Mmea. Out of these
three Madam Speaker, two of the NDP 11 projects are
funded through the World Bank Loan secured by the
Government recently.
Madam Speaker, let me now talk to these projects
one by one and start with the minimal land servicing
at Letlhakane which is an ESP project. The project
description and scope is bush clearing of 32 hectares,
grubbing and grading of roads and construction of two
culverts. It also includes construction of 1.6 kilometres of
pipeline mains and erection of three prepaid standpipes.
In terms of budget and timelines; it is budgeted for
P6.5 million, it will start in August 2017 and finish in
February 2018.
In terms of progress to-date; the ITTs is at vetting
stage within the ministry. The delay was caused by the
following:
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In terms of NDP 11 project there is Letlhakane Water
Supply Augmentation. The project description is to
equip and connect two boreholes to existing water
supply scheme at a cost of P12.1 million. It started in
March 2016 and it was expected to finish in November
2016. The progress is at 97 per cent as at 30th June
2017 and the expected date of commissioning and the
handover is 31st July 2017. The delay was due to the
underperformance of the contractor who took longer
during the design and the delayed power connection by
the Botswana Power Corporation (BPC).
In terms of another project under National Development
Plan (NDP) 11 at Mosu, Mokubilo and Mmeya villages,
is the installation of treatment plant to augment
water supply for the treatment plant. Installation and
commissioning of containerised Reverse Osmosis Water
Treatment Plant to treat water from borehole 7955. The
project cost is P3 million and it will start in financial
year 2017/2018 and be completed in financial year
2018/2019. Water Utilities is in the process of acquiring
additional land for the pond to receive reject water from
the treatment plant.
The final project still at Boteti East under NDP 11 is
the design, review and improvement of the Letlhakane
centralised sewerage system and maintenance and
rehabilitation of existing ponds. It is going to cost P50
million. It will start in financial year 2017/2018 and
finish in financial year 2019/2020. At this stage it is
at procurement design review and consultancy is ongoing. I thank you Madam Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, I just wanted to pick your brain on
this one. Looking at the fact that we always say that
our development process comes from below to up, how
does it come about that the Member of Parliament for
this constituency would not be aware of these projects?
Who would have said that they needed things like these?
How do you involve him as a Member of Parliament?
How come he does not know about these projects?
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I think
this question is directed to the wrong person because it
should have been directed to the Honourable Member
of Parliament. Now I am being forced to answer for the
Honourable Member of Parliament, but nonetheless,
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because NDP projects are passed through this Parliament, then one would expect an Honourable Member to be
aware. I thank you Madam Speaker.
DIRECTORATE OF PUBLIC SERVICE MANAGEMENT (DPSM) DATABASE FOR ENGINEERING
AND RECORDS MANAGEMENT GRADUATES REGISTRATION
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance and Public
Administration to state:• the number of graduates in the field of Engineering registered with the Directorate of Public Service Management
(DPSM) database and to provide the breakdown per discipline/specialisation;
• the number of Records Management graduates registered in the database; and
• the longest period a graduate has been in the database.
MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT (MR
MABEO): Madam Speaker, there is no legal requirement for Batswana working outside the country to register with
any authority in the country. Consequently, my Ministry does not have a record of Batswana professionals who are
working outside Botswana…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where are you now?
MR MABEO: Finally, it is for the same reason that my Ministry does not have statistics…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam Speaker.
MR MABEO: …of those professionals working outside Botswana who were under Government…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Question number seven.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, No it is not yours. It is not your time. It is time for the Minister of Presidential.
MR MABEO: Madam Speaker you called me.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is okay. I know. Take your seat my Honourable Member of Parliament.
MR MABEO: You should ask for forgiveness first Madam Speaker. Now listen to what the civilian is saying.
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MOLALE): Madam Speaker,
(i) The number of graduates in the field of Engineering registered with the Directorate of Public Service
Management (DPSM) per discipline/specialization are as follows:
ENGINEERING DISCIPLINE

QUALIFICATION
DEGREE

DIPLOMA

TOTAL

Mechanical

234

225

459

Electrical / Electronic

172

442

614

Chemical / Metallurgy

67

9

76

Highway

N/A

91

91

Software

286

651

937

Materials

11

N/A

11

Systems / Industrial

21

N/A

21

Financial

12

N/A

12

Bio Medical

6

N/A

6

Construction

73

155

228

Hansard No 188

3

Wednesday 6th July, 2017

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Telecommunications

51

51

102

Mining

80

74

154

Soil and Water

132

1

133

Water and Environment

11

112

123

Environmental

9

N/A

9

Aero / Aircraft

13

N/A

13

Sound

9

38

47

GRAND TOTAL

3036

(ii) There are four Master’s Degree holders and 168 Diploma holders in Archives and Records Management
registered in the database.
(iii) The longest period a graduate has been in the Unemployed Graduate Database is seven years, which is from
the date of inception of such. Thank you Madam Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam Speaker. Minister, I just heard you say the number of Engineers
that are in that database, the seven years that you gave, is it an average which would then mean that some disciplines
or some students or people who are looking for employment stay longer or is it an actual number of years that one
stays in the database?
MR MOLALE: Seven years is the longest period ever, not the average. Thank you Madam Speaker.
CONDITIONS OF SERVICE FOR MUSEUM FIELD ASSISTANTS IN MOSU AND MMATSHUMO
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the Minister of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation
and Tourism if he is aware that there are Museum Field Assistants who were engaged in 2011 in the villages of Mosu
and Mmatshumo to protect heritage sites; if so:(i) to state the number of officers;
(ii) to state their progression and pay structure ;
(iii) why they report to Maun;
(iv) if it is true that they were last given uniform in 2011 and that they go to work barefooted and without uniform;
(v) when they will be provided with uniform; and
(vi) if he will consider buying bicycles for these officers as they travel long distances to check the sites.
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND TOURISM (MR T. S.
KHAMA): Madam Speaker, I am aware that the Department of National Museum and Monuments has engaged five
Temporary Field Custodians at Mosu and Mmatshumo villages to take care of heritage sites in the two respective
villages.
(i) The custodians were employed at different times between the year 2010 and 2014. Three are based at
Mmatshumo (for Lekhubu National Monument) and two are based at Mosu village (for Mosu heritage sites).
(ii) The custodians are employed as part of the community. They report to and are supervised by the respective
Community Trusts or Dikgotla in their communities. However the overall supervision is coordinated from
Maun which hosts the nearest regional office of the Department of National Museum.
(iii) Employment conditions do not provide for uniform. The Department however, provided them with uniform
and boots during 2014/2015 financial year and protective clothing during 2015/2016 financial year.
(iv) Uniform is due for renewal this financial year.
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(v) The Ministry has got no immediate plans to
procure bicycles for its custodians. The custodians
to Lekhubu use the Gaing’o Trust vehicle to go to
site. The sites for Mosu are within the village. I
thank you.
TRANSPORTATION OF PATIENTS IN
CANOPIED LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Health and Wellness if it is
Government policy to transport patients in light duty
trucks fitted with canopies.
MADAM SPEAKER: No say something. You should
say something because you cannot come late when you
have questions.
MR NTLHAILE: Thank you Madam Speaker. My
apology for late coming.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me start by wishing my colleague
here a happy birthday, Honourable Goya.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)...
MR GOYA: Thank you.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, there is no
policy to transport patients in light duty trucks fitted with
canopies. However, the Ministry does have a National
Health Quality Standard and Guidelines on Patient
Transportation. According to these guidelines, different
vehicles can be used depending on the condition of the
patient being transported. The use of light duty trucks
fitted with canopies is one option amongst many others
such as ambulances. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. I hear you
Honourable Minister. Is the Minister aware that there
is no arrangement to check whether the vehicles he
is talking about are road worthy? Some of them have
canopies falling off while on the road. Does he realise
that this is not good?
MR MAKGALEMELE: The arrangement is that they
should be checked and if the Honourable Member is
aware of some vehicles that are in that state; I would
advise that he cautions me so that we solve the problem.
MR MOREMI: Supplementary. Is the Minister saying
the Honourable Member should go and acquire plate
numbers and log books and bring them to his office?
I was thinking that the Honourable Member was only
mentioning a general concern about the state of the
vehicles.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR MAKGALEMELE: No, the Honourable Member
can choose ways in which he can relay the message.
We have District Health Management Teams, his office
can deliver the message or since we are together here in
Parliament, if he is really concerned about the safety of
the patients, he can present the information to me and I
will take action.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. I wanted to ask
the Minister if he does not realise that the Honourable
Member’s concern means he should make a follow up
on the issue? I am referring to the Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: No it is fine. He has responded.
MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay! Respond Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Respond Minister.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I did not hear him.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is a supplementary.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I am also concerned
Honourable Member. I did some investigations before
coming to answer this question and I have made an
assessment to check if the situation that he is talking
about has not only affected his constituency, and how
it has affected the country at large. I therefore want to
stress that I am concerned.
PROFESSIONALS WORKING OUTSIDE
BOTSWANA
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): asked
the Minister of Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development to state the number of:(i) Batswana Professionals working outside Botswana
and to provide the breakdown per country; and
(ii) those who were under Government scholarship for
their tertiary education.
MINISTER OF EMPLOYMENT, LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
(MR MABEO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
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Madam Speaker, there is no legal requirement for
Batswana working outside the country to register with
any authority in the country. Consequently, my Ministry
does not have a record of Batswana Professionals
who are working outside Botswana. It is for the same
reason that my Ministry does not have statistics of those
professionals working outside Botswana who were
under Government scholarship for tertiary education. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
MS KENEWENDO: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, can you clarify
if you are saying that with a Government scholarship,
there is no requirement for someone to come back to
Botswana and work here for a couple of years, and if
you are also saying that through maybe your labour
market observatory you do not carry out tracer studies
for Batswana that have been Government sponsored?
Thank you.

employment bureau that is going to assist us with the
numbers of individuals who are working and their
occupations, we however do not have the one for tertiary
education that she is talking about. She should maybe
check them with my neighbour here from Ministry of
Tertiary Eduacation, Research, Science and Technology,
he might have them. I thank you young woman.
MADAM SPEAKER: You are not thanking a young
woman, you are thanking Honourable Kenewendo.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. I want to ask
the Minister if this issue does not worry him because
you will find that sometimes the government would
sponsor people who end up staying in countries where
they went for studies. As a Ministry which develops
skills, is he not concerned? I believe the young woman
wanted to understand if there is anything that you are
doing to follow this issue up.

MR MABEO: I appreaciate the fact that the question
is from a young person. I want to emphasise that labour
observatory that she is talking about is there at the
Ministry of Tertiary Education, Research, Science and
Technology. They are therefore the ones who can give
us the numbers. I thank you Madam Speaker.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: No! Do not speak when I am
speaking. Switch that thing off Honourable Minister.
Ah! It is because of you that people now want to stand
on a point of order because you have been refferring to
the Honourable Member as a young woman. You will
call her that outside this House.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Somebody is calling for
point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, there is no point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Minister there is no point of
order during questions time.
MS KENEWENDO: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Minister, are we saying we do not have
systems in place through the Ministry of Employement,
Labour Productivity and Skills Development to figure
out who that we have sponsored is employed in
Botswana and outside Botswana particularly those that
were Government sponsored for tertairy education?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister.
MS KENEWENDO: Sorry Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Proceed.
MS KENEWENDO: Also, are you saying that there is
no system in place in your Ministry to provide those
tracer studies?
MR MABEO: I thank you Honourable Member of
Parliament. In our Ministry Madam Speaker we have
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MADAM SPEAKER: No, I have already reprimanded
them. Please refrain from calling her a young woman.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I wanted to talk about
that.

MR MABEO: I thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Kenewendo. I was pointing out that we are
worried Madam Speaker. This is why...
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: ... (Inaudible) ...
MR MMOLOTSI: No, ask him to be active, we cannot
hear him from here.
MADAM SPEAKER: Stop talking about inactiveness.
Proceed Minister.
MR MABEO: Madam Speaker the thing is we do not
know the party that this person is affiliated to. To answer
Honourable Lelatisitswe Madam Speaker I would say
we are concerned and this is why last year we started
the employment bureau. I believe that we have to start
somewhere and eventually we shall arrive where your
question is driving us to. I thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
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MADAM SPEAKER: The last one Honourable
Member.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Minister, I am finding
it very difficult to understand how then as a Ministry are
you going to know where to place emphasis in skills
development, if you do not know what you have already
invested in and what is out there. I mean the question is
simple that are you able to establish how much you have
invested in particular skill development, and what is out
there and what more do you need to do? Without that,
how are you doing it as a ministry?
MR MABEO: I thank you Madam Speaker. Sometimes
when you say the same thing repeatedly, people seem to
not hear. I explained that the function being talked about
is under the Human Resource Development Council
(HRDC) at tertiary education. It is not like nothing is
being done, there is something being done, therefore
this function does not fall under my jurisdiction. Thank
you Madam Speaker.
AMBULANCE FOR EU7 CLINIC IN JWANENG
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Health and Wellness if it is true that
EU7 Clinic in Jwaneng operates without an ambulance;
if so, to state:(i) the number of ambulances allocated to this clinic;
(ii) the number of drivers deployed at this clinic;
(iii) how long the clinic has been operating without an
ambulance; and
(iv) what action is being taken to address the problem.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Madam
Speaker, it is true that EU7 Clinic in Jwaneng currently
operates without an ambulance;

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. The Minister is very
surprising. We are talking about a situation where there
is an outcry concerning the residents of Unit 7 whom
it has shown that there is no how they can be assisted
without an ambulance. Now you are talking about an
ambulance that is stationed in and serving the people
of Ditsweletse; when this ambulance goes to assist the
residents of Unit 7, it means there will be no ambulance
to assist the Ditsweletse residents.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, as I have
already alluded, EU7 clinic has an ambulance which is
awaiting to be boarded at Lobatse CTO. As that may be
the case we are not just sitting so that the clinic is not
assisted, rather we assist the clinic with the Ditsweletse
ambulance because the distance between the two areas
is 3 kilometres. Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: Further supplementary. Now that
they are still being assisted by Ditsweletse clinic, when
is their ambulance going to be replaced?
MR MAKGALEMELE: I cannot confirm that now
but as I have already said, the ambulance is awaiting
to be boarded. After that process that is when we shall
determine which step to take.
INTERPRETATION OF “FORM Y” OF THE
ELECTORAL (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2016
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs,
Governance and Public Administration:(i) to explain his response on the deliberations of the
National Development Plan 11 that “Form Y” of
the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 2016 constitutes
a voter verification;
(ii) whether he obtained legal advice in respect of this
position/ interpretation of “Form Y”; if so, from
whom;

(i) The only ambulance that was ever allocated to
the clinic is in the process of being boarded by
Lobatse Central Transport Organisation (CTO).

(iii) when was this advice obtained; and

(ii) There is no driver as the driver was transferred to
Sese Clinic in 2015.

MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I have perused the Hansard in question
and I have not seen anywhere where I mentioned “Form
Y”. Thank you Madam Speaker.

(iii) The clinic has been operating without an
ambulance since November 2014.
(iv) The clinic is served by Ditsweletse Clinic in
Jwaneng (which is within three (3) kilometres
distance from EU7 Clinic) when the need arises.
Thank you Madam Speaker.

(iv) if a copy of the advice can be availed to this
Honourable House.

MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Have you not
spoken about it anywhere even if you have perused the
Hansard Mr Minister?
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MR MOLALE: Madam Speaker, “Form Y” constitutes
a part of the Electoral Act. If I once mentioned it, it is
not at this particular moment which you are asking the
question. So, listening is an art, you must learn to listen.
Thank you.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. My question is
where did you talk about it, listening is an art?
MR MOLALE: I said, not at this moment where the
question is being asked on the National Development
Plan (NDP) 11. Thank you.
UPGRADING OF THANKANE AND
MOKHOMMA HEALTH POSTS
MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Health and Wellness when the
health posts at Thankane and Mokhomma villages will
be upgraded.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Madam
Speaker, Thankane and Mokhomma Health Posts have
not been accommodated in the National Development
Plan 11 due to ceiling constraints and will therefore not
be upgraded during the NDP 11 period.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Minister, I want
to know whether your ministry has appreciated the
situation which these two villages are facing whereby
there is need for those clinics to be upgraded now?
Secondly, would you not consider finding money in the
near future to upgrade these clinics?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, I am aware
of the shortage faced by these two clinics and I have the
desire to upgrade them. The problem that I am facing is
that funds do not permit me to do that; if the Honourable
Member can provide a large amount of money right
here, oh! I will do that tomorrow.
MR RANTUANA: Honourable Ministers are refusing
to answer these days.
ALL GOVERNMENT PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND
THEIR INFORMATION COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY ACCESSIBILITY
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Basic Education to
state the number of Government primary schools in the
country; she should further state the number, names of
schools and their districts with:(i) functional computer laboratories fitted with
computers;
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(ii) internet access which is accessible to learners and
teachers; and
(iii) computer studies courses.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): Thank you Madam Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, out of 755 primary schools,
15 have purpose built functional computer
laboratories with fitted functional computers.
(See Appendix 1)
(ii) Madam Speaker, Appendix 4 illustrates the
primary schools connected to WI-FI. 191 schools
in Mascom 3G areas are connected to the internet.
Of the 191 schools, 76 schools have devices and
are able to access internet when the network is
available – see appendix 2. The remaining 115
are connected but are still awaiting gadgets for
learners. The tender process to purchase the
gadgets has commenced. Delivery of the gadgets
is expected by December 2017.
(iii) Madam Speaker, computer studies courses are not
offered at primary school level.
However, computer literacy is included in the
primary school syllabus for the purpose of
developing learner skills for the use of technology.
With the aid of Microsoft, primary school teachers
are offered the following courses;
• ICT Basics course for non-computer literate
teachers
• ICT integration in teaching and learning
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I want to ask the Honourable Minister that in
that bulk answer of yours, did you mention the primary
schools which are equipped in different districts?
MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker. Yes, indeed
so, those documents contain all the particulars that the
Honourable Member is referring to; schools, names,
districts and so forth. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. When Minister
Mabeo was still the Minister of Transport and
Communications, he promised us to connect some
schools with Wi-Fi. Does your internet include the WiFi connections from his department?
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MR GOYA: Thank you Madam Speaker. I think in the
body of my response, I did mention that some schools
are connected with Wi-Fi. Thank you.
EXPLANATION ON SAVIGRAM FOR FRIDAYS
DRESS CODE
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs,
Governance and Public Administration:(i) to explain a Savingram by the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of Environment, Natural
Resources Conservation and Tourism dated 2nd
March 2017 in respect of Friday Dress Code; and
(ii) whether the instruction that workers should dress
smart casual in national colours is pursuant to the
Public Service Act and the General Orders or any
other law.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Thank you
Madam Speaker.
(i) Savingram Ref: ENT 1/3/2 VII (42) dated 02nd
March, 2017 from Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources
Conservation and Tourism with respect to
Friday Dress Code was meant to convey the
message contained in the Permanent Secretary
to the President’s Circular Savingram of 13th
August, 2015. I however note that the Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Environment, Natural
Resources Conservation and Tourism chose to
make it compulsory whereas PSP’s Circular
Savingram was meant to encourage Batswana
to wear national colours as a build up to 30th
September, 2016. In my view there was nothing
wrong with that.
(ii) Madam Speaker, wearing Botswana colours by
public servants is consistent with the General
Orders and the Public Service Act in that Section 8
of the Act empowers the Permanent Secretary to the
President to make any rules relating to the conduct
of the Public Service including dress code. I thank
you Madam Speaker.

TABLING OF PAPER
The following paper was tabled:
BOTSWANA ACCOUNTANCY OVERSIGHT
AUTHORITY ANNUAL REPORT, 2016.
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA – SIR QUETT KETUMILE
JONI MASIRE

MADAM SPEAKER: I wanted us to begin that service
but let me allow you.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Point of
order. When we started on Tuesday, there was an incident
in which you pointed out that certain individuals were
unhappy about with the order in which you have put the
names. Honourable Mmatli and Mangole’s names have
been placed at the back and you have not told us yet who
moved them neither did you mention if it was authorised
and what actions you will be taking against the culprits?
MADAM SPEAKER: I was waiting to hear feedback
from you about who removed them but we shall not
dwell into it. Anyway let us proceed with our business.
I said if I ever catch the culprit!

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE FORMER
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
BOTSWANA – SIR QUETT KETUMILE
JONI MASIRE
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Please listen.
Honourable Madigele face this side first. Honourable
Tsogwane switch off.
Honourable Members of Parliament as I have mentioned
when we started there is an addendum in front of you
and that is our agenda. On the 26th I was with some
Members of Parliament and we were about to start our
Standing Orders workshop, I informed them about the
passing of our father Sir Ketumile Joni Masire we even
postponed that workshop which was supposed to run
for three days. At that time all those who were present
showed deep grief. I think our media wants to cover this
so can you call them to come back. They say I should
wait so that we can start when we are all present.
MR KGOROBA: Procedure. Madam Speaker since we
are not allowed to call for point of order or procedure
during question time I would like to comment on
something regarding that.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Leave Honourable
Kgoroba alone. Honourable Members I have already
mentioned that on the 26th when we were attending
the Standing Orders workshop, I informed you about
the passing of our father Sir Ketumile Joni Masire. We
agreed at that workshop to postpone it. The workshop
was supposed to run for three days. Those who were
present showed deepest sorrow and even wanted to
be part of the funeral proceedings as we bid our father
farewell. We agreed again at the General Assembly this
morning to hold the memorial service today. We have
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family representatives here today, I specially welcome
you; you are welcome. It will be a short service since we
agreed this morning that we cannot all speak, we also
agreed that we shall choose four representatives whom I
shall call and we proceed.
In short as the Speaker, Ms Kokorwe and Stompi ‘s
mother, I have known Mr Masire for a very long time;
back while I was still growing, I will not dwell too much
into that but my parents and his parents shared the same
kraal. After that I knew him closely in 1994 when I
became a Member of Parliament, all I can say is I am
who I am because of him. He gave me his full support
and trusted me. He was a father to me and my children;
he was actually very close to my late son. In that case
Honourable Members I have already indicated that I
am not one of the speakers today, I could say a lot if I
was one of the speakers. We have chosen the speakers
who I will call one by one. I will first call Honourable
Madigele to be our representative.
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR
MADIGELE): This is a short tribute to Sir Ketumile
Masire. I remember you sir, from the summer of 1982.
I was amongst those curious five and six year olds that
used to rush by the roadside in the hilly and leafy town
of Lobatse. It was our religion that almost every Friday
and Sunday afternoon, we would rush to wave to you
and you would wave back on your way to your farming
vocation.
I remember with melancholy and deja vu, the belonging
Presidential sirens as they disappeared into the distance.
I would forever cherish and guard jealously those
sentimental memories as long as I am a mortal terrestrial
being. I remember you Sir, let me not mourn for you
because you have done your part for the country, rather
let me be enveloped by the euphoria that as our hero
you have lived. Remain in our throbbing hearts and
strengthen our souls so that the weakening instincts of
self-preservation which besets mankind shall not blind
us of our duties to our calling and to our responsibility
to our fellow countrymen. As you sleep beneath the
shadows of the clouds without fear of sunshine or storm,
we will cherish your distinguished and selfless service
to this great nation. I remember you wrote a book Sir,
“Be brave or be foolish” or something along those lines.
I remember a quote by Billy Graham that, “courage is
contagious”. When a brave man takes a stand the spines
of others are often stiffened. I remember your braveness
when the unforgiving droughts of the 1980s ravished
our land. When there was only the thirsty clouds and the
dehydrated cracking fields.
I remember your braveness when the apartheid regime
used to be a dark ominous cloud hanging over our heads.
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You could talk with crowds and keep your virtue. You
could walk with kings and not lose the common touch.
You will continue to serve your term well long after you
have gone. The candle that you have left burning will
continue illuminating for millennia to come. Rest in
peace Rra Gaone.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Applause!)...
MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I wish to indicate that Mr
Masire was a great man and that is why Batswana are
still trying to come to terms with his passing because he
was the father of the nation who insured that the current
Botswana is what it is today. Sir Ketumile Masire’s
contribution to the independence of this Republic is
in no doubt. Rra Gaone alongside with other leaders
of his generation built a very strong foundation of the
current Botswana. His strong leadership skills won him
the hearts of many Batswana; young and old. He was a
principled and very honest leader. He loved people.
Mr Masire was a patriot in the real sense of the word.
Rra Gaone was an independent thinker who was never
afraid to speak his mind even during very difficult
times. He also treated all Batswana equally regardless
of party affiliation and held his independent views until
his demise. His last interview with the media where he
pleaded with the Government to reconsider her position
on the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) is a case in
point. Many people would not have touched that one
but he was a leader who was never afraid to give advice
where he thought it was needed. Sir Ketumile Masire
will be remembered until eternity. His signature laughter
will remain vivid and explicit in our minds. May his
soul rest in eternal peace.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Applause!)...
MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
RALOTSIA): Let me start off by stating that Rra Gaone
was a fatherly figure back home in Ngwaketse. He was
also a renowned farmer in Ditojana in Ngwaketse where
he had done his farming until his demise. Rra Gaone
strongly believed that if he stopped working a sweat, he
might die that is why whenever he got an opportunity,
he worked. He shared a story with me and a few other
people way back in 1958 that he once went to South
Africa to buy agricultural vaccines and he happened to
accidentally breathe in these vaccines and was unwell
by the time he got back to Ditojana. His younger
brother brought him to a clinic in Kanye. They however
did not have the specific medicine for his condition. The
doctor spent the whole night with him trying to figure
ways to help him as well as finding out what kind of
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poison he breathed in. The doctor eventually found out
that the only medication that could help him could only
be found in Mafikeng and immediately sent someone to
notify Kgosi Bathoen about the whole situation. Kgosi
Bathoen sent Seepapitso who was then very young to
go to Mafikeng to a Chemist owned by Little to buy
the medication; he was however advised to travel in
company of Dingaan (Mokaila) in two different cars so
that if anything happened to another car, the other will
still be able to deliver back the medication.
Rra Gaone was a diverse farmer, he reared cattle,
ostriches, chickens and small stock. He was also a feed
lotter. We remember him by his infectious laughter and
the last time we had a laugh Madam Speaker, he called
me and said, “The road that you built to Ditojana has
been destroyed by Dineo cyclones”. And I responded by
saying that even the tarred roads have been destroyed
by the cyclone. He laughed really hard to that claiming
that I am just making up an excuse. He was that kind of
person.
He had a name that he had long been given by
Bangwaketse which is Raditerata. He was given this
name because he once said in a Kgotla meeting that,
“let us allow kids to go to school so that we can start
fencing our farms so that these fences can protect our
farms” and from that moment he was called Raditerata.
MR RALOTSIA: Sir Ketumile encouraged people
to do ostrich farming, even though one Member of
Parliament said, “No, let us all release the ostriches;
after letting them go, then all of us can start together.”
Such things would not discourage Sir Ketumile. Having
said that, may his soul rest in peace wherever he is. We
should not cry, we should be happy and grateful that we
lived with Sir Ketumile; he has raised us up as a nation.
He has raised us up as individuals, and we should be
grateful for the fact that we will reap the fruit of his hard
work. May he rest in peace.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:...(Applause!)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank
Kesupile will be the last one.

you.

Honourable

MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Thank you
Madam Speaker for the opportunity to pay tribute in a
few words to Dr Q. K. J. Masire; a father to me, the
second President of our great Republic. It is fortunate
that I speak after his funeral and after many people have
paid glowing tribute to Q. K. J. If I had spoken with
those who spoke earlier on during the week when the
nation was being told of his passing on, people would
have simply said, “what else would he say anyway, he
was his father right?”

This was a loving man who once said to me, “Kesupile’s
son,” I was a public servant then, “do not worry about
feeling tired, just work and work because one day you
will die, and you will rest; no one will ever bother
you again.” When he said that, when he concluded he
laughed in his normal way. He laughed loud. If you were
not careful enough, a slap would lend on your shoulder.
If he hit you hard enough, he would make fun of you
and also make you feel better at the same time.
Honourable Members, Q. K. J. was a titan of leadership.
He went about oozing of energy and enthusiasm
to transform Botswana and wishing that Botswana
makes a significant contribution to the liberation of
Southern Africa. Having lost a great and dear friend,
mokaulengwe (a colleague) in the language of the
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP), a comrade in the
language of the Botswana National Front (BNF), our
first President Sir Seretse Khama, he took the challenge
with deliberate determination to make a positive change
in the lives of Batswana and the people of Southern
African. His constant appeal to Batswana was, “a
go ipelegweng” (let us be self-reliant) and paid great
attention to farming and education. He would pass by a
school on his country tours and meet children and talk to
them and even ask them questions based on the syllabus
that they are being taught.
I remember in one of these speeches in which he
challenged his Government and the nation to have a
graduate in each family in ten years. Civil servants who
have had the opportunity to brief him in his office will
attest to the fact that he was a good listener and a master
at asking questions, without intimidation and frowning
but simply asking a question.
He cherished peace; peace at home, peace in the region
and peace in the world. When those fighting for the
liberation of Southern Africa became clear advocates
for war, bloodshed and blood spilling, he advocated for
peace, peace through talk. He knew that that would only
come about through the sacrifice that Batswana made;
through enormous political and economic pressure by
friendly countries. He brought this to bear in “ntwa
kgolo ke ya molomo” (dialogue solves the greatest
conflicts) Botswana came to be known as the cool head
in the rough seas of Southern Africa. As a nation we
are created through this belief that “ntwa kgolo ke ya
molomo.” We sit in this Parliament, that Q. K. J. and
his colleagues created, developed and provided a culture
and character, holding steadfast to the belief that “ntwa
kgolo ke ya molomo.”
In the early years of the Republic, it was critically
important for a President to worry about the philosophy
that underpins the education system. This is because
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education produces different sorts of thinkers and people.
As a credit to Q. K. J, we have in this Parliament, men
and women who are products of his excellent fishing
for philosophical systems that became the anchors of
our education system. We are here as products of a
mixture of a variety of philosophical theories. Be they
Phenomenology, Logical Empiricism, Practical theory;
systems theories I do not know but what I can attest to
is that we are the embodiments of what he believes and
we must continue to be peaceful and to pursue all our
endeavours in the peaceful manner but remain focused
and never lose the target that we are aiming at.

MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, the Botswana College of Distance and Open
Learning (BOCODOL) was established in 1998 under
the Botswana College of Distance and Open Learning
Act No. 20 of 1998 with a mandate to improve access
and equity and deliver quality education and training to
out-of-school youths and adults using open and distance
learning.

For his passing, we thank God that he gave him not to
any other nation but to our nation and not to any other
village but to my village. May his soul rest in peace.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:...(Applause!)...
MADAM SPEAKER: I would like to thank all of you
who have spoken on behalf of all of us as Members
of Parliament. You really spoke eloquently about our
father. We thank you profusely. Let me also thank the
youngsters, Gaone and her younger siblings up there
for having been here with us when we carried out this
solemn exercise. I thank you very much. May the soul
of Father of the Nation, Gaone’s father rest in peace.
Amen.
We shall now continue with the business of the House
Honourable Members. Now the journalists whom we
love so much can leave, right?
DR P. BUTALE: Point of order. I was saying we should
continue nonetheless Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! We can now
continue. Honourable Butale, were you saying
something?
DR P. BUTALE: Yes Madam.
MADAM SPEAKER: Speak.
DR P. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, I was saying that
after such a sensitive moment we just had, since my
former colleagues have already put up their cameras,
would it be wrong to continue with our business while
they are here and also test if it can work?
MADAM SPEAKER: I still do not have an answer to
that.
BILL

BOTSWANA OPEN UNIVERSITY BILL,
2017 (BILL NO. 16 OF 2017)
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Over the years Madam Speaker, BOCODOL’s
internationally benchmarked infrastructural network,
comprising of Gaborone-based Headquarters, five other
regional centres in Gaborone, Francistown, Palapye,
Kang and Maun, 107 country-wide learning centres, and
a reputable robust learner support system demonstrates
great potential for exponential growth in the provision
of quality and cost-effective education programmes at
all levels.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)…
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, protect me.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Members, what is
going on?
DR MADIGELE: Since the introduction of tertiary
following the college’s registration with the tertiary
education council and adoption of the college, academic
roadmap in 2006…
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Madam Speaker,
winter is upon us and it seems temperatures on airconditioners have been set on low but some of us
are recovering from influenza (flu). We are therefore
appealing to them to switch them off. They should not
reduce but switch them off.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, they have heard you.
Proceed Honourable Minister.
DR MADIGELE: The introduction of various tertiary
programmes in 2006, Tertiary Education Policy of
2008 and the 2012/2016 College Strategic Plan, the
college has collaborated with the reputable international
open universities for the delivery of great menu of
programmes, including certificates, diplomas, undergraduate degrees and post-graduate programmes.
Currently the College offers over 24 programmes to a
total of about 5000 tertiary learners.
Madam Speaker, BOCODOL has established extensive
capacity-building partnerships with reputable providers
the world over, including Commonwealth of Learning
Institutional Excellence in Office of Distance Learning
(ODL) Award in 2006 and granting by Southern African
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Development Community (SADC) of exclusive right
to offer selected distance education programmes to the
SADC Region.

tertiary ODL providers, including the ones next door;
University of South Africa (UNISA) and the ones afar
like the University of South Queensland (Australia) and
University of Derby. This further indicates the need for
establishment of BOU so that it can develop and deliver
university level ODL programmes for the growing local
market and compete with international players.

The reasons for BOCODOL’s transformation Madam
Speaker into an Open University are underpinned by the
need for Botswana to achieve self-sufficiency in human
resource development as strategically articulated in
the National Human Resources Development Strategy
(NHRDS) for 2009 to 2022. The transformation is
consistent with institutional reform requirements
essential for assuring Botswana the status of a knowledge
society. This Bill Madam Speaker, is in sync with Vision
2016/2036 aspirations, it is also in sync with Education
and Training Sector Strategic Plan (ETSSP) and also the
concept of a “Winning Nation”; provision of flexibility
to develop and deliver home-grown programmes for
the local market and also the national and regional
Centre of Excellence in ODL; and capacity for prompt
response to labour market requirements for in-service
and continuing professional development programmes.
In terms of capacity building Madam Speaker, the
transformation of BOCODOL into Botswana Open
University (BOU) provides the following objectives;

Madam Speaker, I wish to take this opportunity to
highlight some of the objectives of the Botswana Open
University. The Botswana Open University is a low
cost high-impact national initiative with the following
benefits;
• increased access to tertiary education and
contributing to the attainment of self-sufficiency in
human resource development;
• enhanced national productivity by providing
workers with opportunities for upgrading, reskilling, multi-skilling and re-tooling;
• contribution to national socio-economic growth
by enhancing opportunities for employment and
poverty reduction;

• to promptly develop locally, regionally, and
internationally labour market-driven and diversified
education and training programmes;

• leverage on ICTs to enhance flexible and blended
teaching and learning in the acquisition of
knowledge and skills;

Furthermore, to develop, offer, and accredit
university-level programmes independently without
being tied to the pace of collaborating partners;

• reduced education and training costs by promoting
learning whilst working;

• Also to sustain and expand the provision of the
current BOCODOL tertiary programmes; and
• Also to respond effectively to national
strategic planning developments, policies and
pronouncements,
including
implementation
of Tertiary Education Policy recommendation
for establishment of a comprehensive distance
education national institution.
In addition Madam Speaker, the transformation of
BOCODOL is a logical strategic progression towards
effective harnessing of current BOCODOL potentials,
human resource capacity, infrastructure and tertiary
programmes as platforms for institutional transformation
into an open university.
Madam Speaker, an ODL institution like ours is required
to meet the growing local demand for ODL tertiary
programmes, which is already attracting transnational
ODL institutions and there is indeed potential for
growth in local demand which has resulted in active
recruitment of Botswana learners by international

• increased opportunities for access to out-of-school
education for youths as well as working and nonworking adults; and
• it will act as a hub in the provision of education
and training through open and distance learning
methods locally and in the region.
Madam Speaker, comparatively, open distance learning
has relative cost-effectiveness and low unit costs. It
has established national, regional, and international
reputation; provides learning and training opportunities
for working people without interrupting their work and
social commitments; and increased access to education
and training opportunities.
Madam Speaker, the concept of an open university refers
to a university that uses distance teaching methods and
technology with the aim of delivering instruction to
learners who are not physically present in a traditional
educational setting. A well-planned and implemented
open university is defined by various dimensions of
openness, which include the following:
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• Openness to people which makes learning accessible
to more people as a result to age restriction-free
admission requirements;
• Openness to qualifications which recognises prior
learning and ‘limitless’ enrolment capacity, which
has democratised entry requirements to most open
university programmes;
• Openness to place where there is extensive
penetration through regional and study centres
which offer open universities geographical
independence that removes distance as barrier to
learning;
• Openness to time which recognises that there are
no time restrictions to the learning process, since
learning can take place anytime and anywhere individually, in groups, at home or work;
• Openness to methods which ensures that
multimedia delivery of instruction opens teaching
to ‘unlimited’ media choices (print, Internet, CD
Roms, computers, email, sms, audio/videotapes,
just to mention a few); and
• Openness to staff ensures that the part-time nature
of Open University work offers recruitment from
among the best teaching staff from conventional
institutions and experienced practitioners from the
private and public sector, NGOs, amongst others.
In conclusion Madam Speaker, the Botswana population
is increasing and likely to double by 2036. There is
therefore a need for us to ensure that our education
system, which is currently run at an astronomically
high cost, is made more cost effective and cost efficient.
Open and Distance Learning is thus, in the view of my
Ministry, a mode that should form the centre pin of our
education and training system as we go forward. This
concludes my presentation Madam Speaker. I therefore
move that Botswana Open University Bill, 2017 (No.16
of 2017) be read a second time. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Madam
Speaker, I thought his presentation will be circulated
among Honourable Members to have a look.
…silence…
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): Thank
you Madam Speaker. I rise to support the Honourable
Minister`s Bill which I do not expect anybody to oppose
because it is a Bill which shows growth of our education
system in our country. I must hasten to indicate that
Thuto-Ga-E-Golelwe has really helped Batswana.
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When we look back to the time we gained independence,
the literacy rate was very low as people did not go to
schools. We learnt through correspondence in other
countries and Thuto-Ga-E-Golelwe came in handy
because the literacy rate has significantly increased as
we speak. At the moment, the transition from primary
schools to junior schools is around 99 per cent which
is good, but on the other hand, transition from junior
schools to senior schools is very low which is below 60
per cent and this reflects that there are people who lose
the opportunity to learn and as they go on with their
lives, they can learn through this programme to advance
their educational interest.
When we look at the transition rate from senior
secondary schools to tertiary education, it is very low
at around 30 per cent. This means that there is a gap
as some people lose the opportunity to advance their
education due to different reasons. So when a Bill like
this one is presented, we have to support it as leaders of
this country and as Members of Parliament so that upon
implementation it can benefit Batswana. We can only
encourage that as they have been doing as the Botswana
College of Distance and Open Learning (BOCODOL),
they also do well as the Open University so that people
from other countries can learn from it like we learnt from
South Africa in the past. In short I wanted to support this
Bill and encourage other members to support it as well
so that Batswana can learn. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR ARONE (OKAVANGO): Thank you Madam
Speaker. I also stand briefly to support the Minister’s
presentation for the transformation of BOCODOL into
Botswana Open University. We cannot be repetitive on
the importance of this transformation or the important
role that BOCODOL has played so far in this country
more especially for communities who are far from
cities or urban areas, where tertiary institutions are very
limited. However Madam Speaker though I support this
presentation, I also wish to say to the Minister that we have
observed challenges that had been faced by BOCODOL
in the past. To start with; what I had observed is that we
never gave BOCODOL enough resources. For example,
we had encouraged communities in our constituencies
for example in Okavango, to take advantage of the low
tuition fee as the Minister has already made it clear
to us as an advantage but book provision or resource
provision in these different centres Madam Speaker
was a big challenge. I wish that now that we are passing
an Act that would then transform BOCODOL into a
university, we then allocate enough resources to it so
that they are able to reach Batswana countrywide.
The other issue Madam Speaker is of course lack of
human resource. For example, in Ngamiland, the office
is based in Maun with very limited resources, not only
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in terms of infrastructure but also in terms of human
resource. That is what they have always raised that
they are not able to reach places like Seronga, Beetsha
and Gudingwa to be able to assist students who cannot
afford to reach the cut-point to go to other government
sponsored universities.

always around the need to appoint public servants
or to be overly prescriptive about the type of people
that should be appointed to university councils. My
recommendation there is that; perhaps you need to
loosen this over restriction or constraint around public
servants and other types of people necessarily having to
be part of these councils.

My last observation Madam Speaker is that Batswana
seem not to respect distance learning. In my last visit
to BOCODOL offices, I learnt that foreigners take
advantage and they utilise BOCODOL services more
than our own people. Therefore we want to appeal to
Honourable Members and everybody else and also the
university itself as it will be established now to ensure
that Batswana are aware of it. Not only being aware of
it but making sure that Batswana utilise it because this
is meant to assist us, to assist this nation to be informed
and be educated.
Madam Speaker with those few remarks, I wish to
wholly support the presentation. I thank you.
MR GAOLATHE (GABORONE BONNINGTON
SOUTH): Thank you Madam Speaker for this
opportunity to weigh in to this very important Bill.
There is a philosophy that there is no better way to
empower the human being than to educate the human
being and it is in that spirit that a Bill such as this
one has to be supported. This is a programme, having
listened to the Minister’s presentation, that is important
or an important step towards improving the quality
of education in this country. This is an important step
towards making education affordable in this country
and improving access for ordinary people who, under
normal circumstances may not have had the type of
opportunity that this Bill or this Open University would
bring. So, in that sense, this is an initiative that deserves
the support from all of us. However, there are one or
two things that I think are important to indicate moving
forward, not necessarily things that need to be included
in this Bill, but things which could be included in this
Bill, things that the Minister needs to keep in mind.
The first is; the implications of this Bill along with the
implications of the need to improve access and quality
of education in this country are such that we also need
to revolutionise or change our model of affording or
according scholarships.

I think you need to look at competence; insight; you
need to look at people who would assist your initiative,
transform this university into a world class type entity.
With those words Madam Speaker, I would say this is
a Bill that deserves everyone’s support, subject to those
improvements and refinements.
MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I want to take this time to support
the Honourable Minister with the Bill that he brought
before this Parliament. This is a great development,
which we can be proud of as a nation. We are looking
on the fact that when a nation is educated especially in
tertiary education we are actually developing the country
and Batswana as a nation. Doing this development of
transforming Botswana College of Distance and Open
Learning (BOCODOL) at this time where there is
a challenge of unemployment in our nation will help
assist individual Batswana to get jobs.
What is more important after showing our support and
passing this Bill Madam Speaker is for the Ministry of
Tertiary Education, Research Science and Technology
to make a program that will make show that every
Motswana in all the four corners of this country
knows about this development, So that they have the
opportunity to enrol and study while they still leave in
faraway places.

The implications to our model of scholarships would be,
maybe our model of scholarship should cease being just
grants and monies but also access to Wi-Fi and access
to computing ware, because the education of tomorrow
is going to be based simply on individuals and ordinary
people having access to Wi-Fi and computing ware.

Madam Speaker it is clear that when we got independence
we had very few Batswana who had Diplomas and
Degrees. The Government has really worked hard in
developing education looking at examples such as
University of Botswana, other tertiary universities
and the currently passed bill that was transforming
University of Agriculture and Natural Resources. This
shows that if we can continue carrying out these kind
of developments maybe in 2020 or 2036 we will rejoice
more looking o at what we have achieved in as far as
vision 2036 is concerned. Transformation of Botswana
College of Distance and Open Learning into an open
University will help all Batswana across the country
as far as Nkange ,Tsokatshaa or Sepako to be enrolled
in this university and further their education without
having to go on study leaves.

The second other recommendation, having looked at
your Bill overnight, there is this; I think over emphasis

Madam Speaker, one can never grow old to be educated
and education never stops. So, I thank Honourable
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Madigele’s Ministry for finding it worthy to bring
developments such as these…

appreciate the fact that you prepared your development
goals aligning them with Vision 2016…

MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Madam Speaker, can
you help us this side, Dr Mmatli is making noise for us,
and he is taking about Bobonong.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, they are
23, you can go.

MADAM SPEAKER: I can clearly see Honourable
Mmatli over there facing this side and there is a chair
between you and Honourable Mmatli. So, leave
Honourable Mmatli alone, I did not hear him talking, if
he was talking keep quiet!
Honourable Whip, we will not form a quorum if you go
out, you are 21. Continue Honourable.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Madam Speaker. I was
still trying to show that if we can pass the Bill that is
before us, we will really be serious as Members of
Parliament. We always complain that some people
never got the chance to go for further education due
to some reasons. We are quite aware that some cannot
afford to fund themselves as they are only dependent on
the bursaries from the government. We shall start seeing
farmers paying for themselves to develop their skills.
By so doing, they will be developing their businesses
for Batswana.
Since some of them will be training from their
workplaces, one would say they will be doing practical
per se. It will be an opportunity which will add value
on what they will be doing. They could get jobs in the
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
region, or international or wherever they qualify after
attaining their Degrees or Diploma or Masters with
Botswana Open University after it has transformed
from Botswana College of Distance and Open Learning
(BOCODOL).
I support the Minister by saying; these are the kinds
of developments that we can support as Honourable
Members in this House because they can take this
country to where it is supposed to be. Considering the
fact we are now living in a global village, it means we
need education, with that said, I support the Minister.
MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): I thank
you Madam Speaker for giving me the opportunity to
comment. I support the Minister on the Botswana Open
University Bill. Just like the Honourable Members have
already commented Madam Speaker, adult education
has always been practiced in our country and it has
produced good results.
I want to commend you Minister together with your
Ministry that you have indicated that since its inception
in 1998, BOCODOL has really progressed. I also want to
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MR MOLEFE: …you have made a tremendous impact
in the education sector in this country. Madam Speaker,
this Bill will really help because currently we have a
challenge of unemployment experienced by graduates.
So if BOCODOL is changed to Open University it
will give our children the opportunity to check for
programmes that they can apply for rather than to start
roaming the streets.
I also want to advice the Botswana Open University
that they should also come up with programmes that
children who have not done well could apply for under
the Open University.
My other advice is that since you already have 107
centres, that number is big, they can really help us. These
centres should be upto par with the current technology,
as the name suggests, there should be provision of
computers. Your focus should mainly be there Minister
so that when you launch the Open University, atleast
60 to 80 per cent of those centres should have WI-FI.
The students should have the opportunity to send their
work using those services. If this could be done, it will
produce good results quickly.
The other advice that I would like to give you Minister
is that all the plans that the Open University will be
making, they should do them with Human Resource
Development Council (HRDC) sectors…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MADAM SPEAKER: Who is calling for clarification?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is me.
MR MOREMI: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. My question to Honourable Molefe is that since
he is implying that distance learning is based mainly on
the use of internet, WI-FI, why is he then suggesting
60/80 per cent of the centres instead of 100?
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Honourable Member, it is also my wish that it could
be 100 per cent but as we know Honourable Member;
transformation never starts at 100 per cent. We cannot
say the Minister will be able to kickstart 107 centres at
100 per cent. It was just my opinion that out of the 107
centres they can start off by providing WI-FI and easy
access to 80 per cent of them; that would be a practical
kick start.
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Madam Speaker I will continue by saying the Open
University should liaise with HRDC to ensure that the
programmes that they are offering are marketable in the
Botswana labour market. That would benefit the students
who will be graduating in other tertiary institutions and
Botswana Open University.

and I am asking myself that this institution apart from
the clearly articulated competitive urge of introducing
open distance learning or if you like resource based
learning, what sort of inadequacy in the system as it
exists now, are we trying to answer? You see, in the
current scenario, we have the University of Botswana,
which resides in my constituency and is not adequately
capacitated by Government. I have made arguments
in this House that as a public institution that is such
a source of pride for many Batswana looking at the
history that institution has, that institution is going down
the drain in terms of its sustainability. I am wondering
if we are failing to sustain an institution as illustrious
as the University of Botswana and we continue to have
many more institutions, is this sustainable? That is the
question at the end of the day because I believe that we
need to avoid duplication of efforts in terms of…

The other advice that I would like to give is that distance
learning has different programmes at various levels,
you should therefore check if there is no duplication in
the programmes that are important which are offered
by other institutions such as Botswana University of
Agriculture and Natural Resources (BUAN), Botswana
International University of Science and Technology
(BIUST) and University of Botswana (UB). Distance
Learning is important because you get to study at your
own time, something that you have already mentioned
Honourable Minister.
Thank you Madam Speaker…In my conclusion
Minister I would say I support the Bill as it can benefit
this country. Thank you Madam Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL):
Thank you Madam Speaker and to the Minister for his
presentation and the idea that he is bringing before us.
I think as colleagues have said before me, this is an
innocuous Bill. A Bill that we should all welcome, in the
sense that as Members of Parliament we should always
be looking to advance in terms of our development as
a country. I wanted to repeat what I said when we were
speaking here not long ago, when we were passing a Bill
that sought to transform what used to be the College of
Agriculture into a university. I said at the time that we
need to look very critically and deeply into the tertiary
institution sphere and see which gaps are we trying to
plug in terms of the introduction of that University of
Agriculture. I argued at the time that I think we would
have been better advised to have introduced what I will
call a research university. A university that focuses
solely on research on agricultural matters, such that
wherever you are in the world and you want cut-throat
research on agriculture or foot and mouth, you would
go to Botswana because we would have put up that
centre of excellence and research. As a country we have
a challenge in all the institutions that we have, with
all the money and the resources that we have put in
tertiary education, our research output does not compare
favourably with the rest of the world or even countries
that are at the same level of development as us. I think
that is an area that we need to look at thoroughly.
I still ask the same question today, that we have
now three universities that are wholly dependent on
Government for survival in terms of subventions that
we pass in this House. We are going to have a fourth

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Member. I was saying, whilst still on that
issue that is of concern to you regarding the University
of Botswana going down the drain, I would like to ask
you whether you do not think maybe this is caused by
the fact that the constituency does not have a Member
of Parliament?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
DR P. BUTALE: Well, you see, I think this weekend
that we are going to Tonota, those who wondered what
decisions to take, now they have the answer. They do
not need to crack their heads, mediocrity had shown its
head again. Honourable Member, the question that you
are asking, I think what you needed to have asked is
this, have we adequately capacitated the University of
Botswana as Government? Have we provided enough
in terms of strategic vision at the ministry level? We
have had arguments in the past about those people that
we deploy to go and serve in the chancellorship of the
university or even in the board of the university, and
apparently we have seen this as an opportunity to extend
the ruling party patronage instead of putting people
there because they would advance the interest of that
institution. That is where the answer lies; unqualified,
mediocre staff being put there because you want to
extend the ruling party patronage system. That is
exactly where we find ourselves. Even this issue that
we are discussing today, if we look at the fact that this
institution joins three others that are already existing that
would depend on Government for funding, one wonders
whether we are still not creating employment to extend
the same patronage network that in the end, works for
those that may be holding the reins of power at the
moment. I believe that we need to answer this question
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earnestly. We can talk about it being very cheap to run
an open and distance learning and therefore access,
but we need to talk to the issue of value proposition in
very, very clear terms. That in the existing environment,
what is lacking? What are we answering? Once we have
that kind of answer, then we can proceed now knowing
exactly where we are going. In the absence of that, then
we are having a simple change of names. I think earlier
on when we were doing question and answer session,
the Minister of Employment and something was in
the dark about the very first thing that his Ministry is
supposed to be doing, because we change names of
ministries. We change names of institutions because we
think in changing, we will fool people into thinking that
there is some new thinking going on.

these things we need to think beyond the now. We need
to think beyond the euphoria of introducing something
new. We need to think critically, look at the situation as
it exists and see what answers or questions we are trying
to answer.

MADAM SPEAKER: I am told they are 21 Honourable
Molale. Are you saying they are 21?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Are you the Speaker? Call them
Honourable Member. Ring the bell.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I was
still on the very point of value proposition that I think
this idea, this way of approaching development of this
country, be it in education and other sectors, I think it
worries me. We never do something as robustly as we
are supposed to do it. We are always on an ad hoc kind of
basis. We start something, the University of Botswana is
ailing, instead of ensuring that we help them, capacitate
them and ensure that the standard continues to grow, we
start something in Palapye called Botswana International
University of Science and Technology (BIUST). Before
BIUST is ready to stand on its own two feet, we are up
with Botswana University of Agriculture and Natural
Resources (BUAN), and another new thing again and
there is no synchronisation. These ideas operate as silos.
How do they come together? I spoke this morning when
we interacted with the Botswana College of Distance
and Open Learning (BOCODOL) management and I am
happy that they took the point that they need to proactively
go out to ensure that there are synergies between their
new institutions and the existing institutions because
it is very important. What we saw at the University
of Botswana, Botswana International University of
Science and Technology (BIUST) was established and
because it was a new kid on the block the attention went
there and all resources went there forgetting that the very
same people that you pay handsomely in BIUST, they
carry the same qualifications as those that you do not
want to pay at the University of Botswana. We saw now
people leaving the University of Botswana and going to
BIUST. The same people that created the problem left
with the same problem to deal with. I think when we do
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I also want to speak very briefly around the fact that,
obviously, I have benefited from the interaction with
the staff of Botswana College of Distance and Open
Learning (BOCODOL) and one needs to commend the
fact that they are very innovative in their approach, in
terms of their teaching methods. I think to augment as I
said this morning their pragmatic approach to delivery
of their programmes they would also be more disposed
to multidisciplinarity in terms of their programmes. In
today’s university education multidisciplinarity is the
buzzword. You want to produce graduates that are allrounders, graduates that would be able to be critical
thinkers that are needed by any economy but we also
want to produce graduates that would create employment
and I think multi disciplinarity in terms of programming
always helps. We do not want another university that is
going to do exactly the same thing that other universities
are doing and create unnecessary competition with those
that also depend on Government.
The issue that I raise with the University of Botswana
in terms of capacitation, in terms of adequate funding
is also pertinent on this matter. We are going to change
the name to Botswana Open University and then what?
We need to make sure that we properly capacitate
them in terms of resources so that the aspirations that
Honourable Members have been talking about, is good
that every Honourable Member would want those that
they represent to have access to education so that as
a nation we make strides towards a knowledge based
economy but we can only do that not only by changing
the name of the university but also by ensuring that there
is enough, adequate resources that are channeled in that
direction because I think it is common knowledge it is
manifestly clear that in today’s Botswana, resources are
taken elsewhere, education has taken a backseat. I think
we need to look at these things and rethink because
if we still think education is the corner stone of our
development as a nation we better take the resources
that we have channeled to other things that I shall not
mention for today, and rechannel it to education.
If you take P17 billion that I have heard going
somewhere and put into tertiary education, my good
friend Dr Madigele as a hard worker that I know will
turn this country into another Singapore and I think that
those things need to be said so that we do justice to the
matter. The other thing that I wanted to close with is the
fact that open learning is closely linked to technological
development that is why the concept of open learning has
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evolved at the same time as technological advancement
happens. We need to look at this thing and say let us
ensure that we continue with technological advancement
connectivity issues, continue to be addressed so that
connectivity does not become a hindrance to those that
are in rural Botswana because you may have centers in
Kang, at Maun but connectivity will enable you as a
university to reach even those that are even in far flung
areas so that in the end those are also able to benefit
from this important development.

this is what Botswana has achieved in terms of access
to universal primary education. This was in tandem, in
alignment with the education for all agenda and also the
then Millennium Development Goals which are now
called the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

I would want to end Madam Speaker, by saying that let
us not forget that as we come up with these innovations,
as we come up with these universities we should know
always that skills development has to be coupled, has to
come hand in hand with very robust economic policies
that create employment. It is one thing to talk about,
skills mismatch when there is fewer opportunities for
our people in terms of job creation. We need to go back
to the drawing boards and come up with creative ways
of ensuring that we industrialize our economy, we create
jobs and more jobs. I rest my case.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): Thank you Madam Speaker. Like my
colleagues who spoke before me I also stand to support
and show solidarity to Honourable Minister’s Bill which
intends to re-enact BOCODOL Act so as to continue
under the new name of Botswana Open University. I
think this is a welcome development Madam Speaker
because it is adding to the list of our home brewed
universities. We have our own University of Botswana.
We have Botswana International University of Science
and Technology (BIUST) in Palapye. We have Botswana
University of Agriculture and Natural Resources
(BUAN) and now we have Botswana Open University.
I am not sure if this is going to be the final name for
this university but for the time being let us just call it
Botswana Open University.
Madam Speaker, in 1994 the then Ministry of Education
and Skills Development adopted Revised National
Policy on Education whose main focus was to increase
access, equity, quality and lifelong learning. I just want
to mention only these few because there are the ones
that I want to talk about. I think it suffices for me to
mention that we saw mushrooming of schools in all
corners of this country with the intention to address the
issue of access, and I think we have done fairly well as a
country because we are the first country in the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) region to
achieve universal access to primary education.
I know we are a country that we do not want to blow
our own trumpet but I think in this case as a country we
should have pronounced this to the whole world that,

In terms of equity, I think it also suffices for me to
mention that we have done fairly well as a country
because over the years we have seen the number of
girls now equaling the number of boys in our public
schools or even becoming more than the boys, this is
what is happening in our schools. The biggest challenge
that we are facing Madam Speaker, is access to tertiary
education.
I spoke about access to primary education but the
biggest challenge is access to tertiary education. The
reason why I am saying this is because we are currently
enrolling less than 30 per cent into tertiary institutions
and this is way, way too low compared to other nations
in the region and elsewhere. I think the reason is because
when we sponsor our students, we are guided by what is
in our coffers, for instance; we have come up with a tool
whereby we will design a cut-off point of 34 and later
on we will move it to 36. The reason behind keeping
on moving is because it is determined by what is in the
budget; what is in our coffers and this on its own, cuts
off a lot of learners who would not have failed their
Cambridge. They would have passed their Cambridge
and because we do not have enough funds; that is why
we come up with the system of cut-off so that we can
only take this much in terms of what is available in our
pot.
I think the Botswana Open University will now
restructure their operations and funding so as to assist
the Government to make a point that all those students
that have been left off by the system are now absorbed
in the system. This is what I expect this new university
to do Madam Speaker. Achieving universal access to
primary education alone is not enough. We also need
to make it a point that we achieve access to tertiary
education and not only access academically in tertiary
education but access even in terms of vocational and
even technical education. This is what we are supposed
to be working towards and I think Botswana Open
University will come in handy in that aspect.
CHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
Mr Speaker, the other thing that I like about this
university is that there is no need to put funds into
infrastructure. They are going to use distance learning,
where learners can be given laptops or tablets and they
can access information about the university from far
flown places more especially in the western area of this

Hansard No 188

19

Wednesday 6th July, 2017

BOTSWANA OPEN UNIVERSITY BILL, 2017 (BILL NO.
16 OF 2017) Second Reading

country where students usually find it difficult to come
to towns and cities, to access their education. I think
this is a welcome development that one needs to really
praise.

card. The second item in the pledge card talks about
increase funding in education. I believe that creating
this university or coming with this Open University will
enable the Government, like someone spoke earlier on,
to make it a point that we increase funding in education
so as to mop out all these learners who are just roaming
the streets and doing nothing. We have quite a number of
learners who are roaming the streets and some of them
have not failed, we did not have enough money to take
them into tertiary education. This is the time that we
should now use Botswana Open University to absorb all
these learners who have passed but they are just lying
idle in their homes. Mr Speaker, I think like those who
have said that this is a Bill that needs us as Honourable
Members to support it, I also wanted to add my voice to
it and I thank you very much.

As a country, we are endeavouring to transform our
mineral driven economy into a knowledge based one
and I believe this Open University will also come in
handy to try to assist the country to achieve this national
agenda. For years in memorial, we have been polishing
diamonds as a country and I think the time is now, that
we should stop polishing diamonds and start polishing
human capital. Let us absorb many students in our
tertiary institutions so that we can polish the human
capital as opposed to polishing diamonds. We are told
that diamonds are not forever but human beings are
probably forever. If we develop our human beings, they
will be with us forever.
I would like this Open University Mr Speaker, to
ensure that they abide by principles of life in their
programmes. They should infuse principles of life in
their programmes. Principles of life I refer to things
like integrity, responsibility, love for work, the will to
be productive and work ethics to be precise because
productivity levels are very low in our country and they
leave much to be desired. I think our programmes at
tertiary institutions, not only this one, tertiary institutions
across the country should have that element of learners
being productive by the time they start working. This
should be infused in their programmes so that we
can have the next generation being the generation of
productive workers.
Mr Speaker, I think there is something that is missing in
this Bill. We talk about powers of the Council but there
is no mention about powers of the Minister in this Bill.
I think we need to sit down and look at what powers
could be given to the Minister in a situation whereby
the Council and even the Vice Chancellor commits an
error, not deliberately for that matter, just an error that
can now be elevated to the Minister’s level. It is not in
this Bill Mr Speaker and there are instances we can cite
as examples of what is happening now at University
of Botswana or what has happened at the University
of Botswana in the past where we have had situations
which warranted the Minister to intervene but the
Minister could not intervene because he or she does not
have the powers. We need a section in this Bill whereby
the Minister will be given powers to intervene where the
Council or even the Vice Chancellor can take a decision
which is wayward. This is what I think should come in
this.
I think this Open University will create an opportunity to
increase funding in education. We talk about the pledge
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ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, I stand to support Honourable
Madigele in his presentation on the Botswana Open
University Bill 2017. In supporting him Mr Speaker,
I want to first congratulate the leadership of Botswana
College of Open and Distance Learning (BOCODOL),
Dr Tau and his team. I know how selflessly they have
been working to develop BOCODOL. It is only befitting
that after so many years of hard work, after so many
years in which they produced quality graduates that are
continuing to make a livelihood out of the education they
gained, that ultimately BOCODOL is being converted
in to an Open University. I think this is very progressive
move and Mr Speaker, the leadership of BOCODOL
deserves to be congratulated. I also want to indicate
that it is befitting that we are discussing this Bill on a
day in which we have paid tribute as this Honourable
House to the late Sir Ketumile Masire, the father of the
nation who believed so much in the education of his
people. Most of us here benefitted from the education
gained during the time when Sir Ketumile Masire was
President of this great Republic.
It is in fact Mr Speaker, during his era that the concept
of distance learning was aggressively promoted in this
country. Therefore, it is befitting that we are starting
debates on this very progressive Bill, on a day in which
we have praised our great leader as the Botswana
Parliament.
I however, want to humbly request the Minister that he
should not rush into defining a name for this university.
In his preamble he says, “It is an Act to provide for
the continuation of Botswana College of Distance and
Open Learning under the name of the Botswana Open
University.” I had wished that he could have gone as far
as saying; he wants it to continue as an Open University
and maybe leave the naming at a later stage, because
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for example, I want to personally humbly argue that
this very progressive university deserves to be named
Sir Ketumile Open University. I think it is worth
considering, it even resonates very well with the day in
which this University Bill was actually discussed Mr
Speaker.

MR MAKGALEMELE: The uniqueness of an Open
University concept Mr Speaker is the manner in which
the education is accessed, because you can literally
access it from anywhere. I think it is something that
can be pursued. We can for example have our open
university as a centre of excellence for job creation
ideas. My wish is that we should actually make sure that
our open university takes that shape.

Mr Speaker, colleagues who spoke before me have
alluded to the fact that a couple of months back we
were talking about Botswana Agriculture University for
Natural Resources (BUAN). I think that was another
progressive move. I have noted the concerns presented
by some colleagues like my good friend, Dr Butale, that
it should not only be a question of converting, but it
should go hand in hand with capacitation. I think my
colleague, Honourable Goya, has also spoken to that.
As Members of Parliament, we do have the capability
to ensure that this Open University is actually well
resourced, so that we are able to maximise especially in
line of the anticipated benefits and commitments that we
have set as Batswana, that we want to derive by the year
2036. So, I think that is achievable.
Mr Speaker, my wish is that the Open University should
focus on challenges currently facing the country and
opportunities that are being presented by this great
Republic. Mr Speaker, I am very much interested
especially in two of our commitments as Government,
in the area of job creation and poverty eradication. I
happen to have acquired my Master’s Degree in Poverty
Reduction from a university in the United Kingdom. It
still worries me that we do not have programmes that
deal with poverty eradication and poverty reduction in
the context of Africa. My wish is that this new university
should look at the issue of poverty eradication. I am
convinced that as a country, as Botswana, we will attain
poverty eradication within a reasonably short space of
time. It would be good if we achieve poverty eradication
as a country and with academic programmes that deal
with poverty eradication, we could for example have this
Open University being a centre for poverty eradication
in the world and have people coming to this institution
to acquire programmes that can help the world eradicate
poverty. I think it is possible Mr Speaker. It is a niche
market. It is something that people all over the world
can be able to access through our university.
I also think Mr Speaker, as I have already indicated that
my wish is that this university should focus on various
ways through which jobs can be created in Botswana
and also in the globe. I think Mr Speaker, Botswana
presents a unique opportunity for various job creation
models that can form part of academic programmes of a
university of this nature. Some of these programmes…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Majaga, you cannot go
out, quorum.

Mr Speaker, the concept of Open University and distance
learning is a unique concept. It presents an opportunity
even as a country for example, for us to be able to
fast track our efforts of rural economic development
in the sense that we can be able to retain some of our
employees in the rural areas whilst at the same time
presenting an opportunity for them to continue accessing
education and uplifting their academic level. So for me
Mr Speaker, an open university can in fact enhance
our rural development initiatives. For example, if you
interrogate our current rural development policy, one of
the tenets of that policy is that we should promote rural
area investments. In my constituency for example, it is
our desire that we should have more and more investors
coming to set up in a rural setting. My wish is that an
open university, among other things will allow more and
more people to remain in the rural areas. There has to be
a focus of that dimension, so that more and more people
can continue to remain in the rural areas, whilst their
academic levels are actually improved.
Mr Speaker, my wish is that the Open University must
tap into opportunities as pronounced in the Education
Hub. You will recall that a couple of years back we
developed a concept of economic hubs, a concept of
hubs; the Health Hub, the Education Hub, to mention
but a few. So my wish is that the Open University must
interrogate or unpack this concept of the Education
Hub and find ways in the whole education value chain,
where the Open University can actually be fitted in, Mr
Speaker. My wish is that the university must look at
emphasis on relevance. I have already talked about the
relevance, untapped opportunities and so on.
Finally Mr Speaker, my last but one point, I want
to indicate that the issue of partnerships needs to be
strengthened. I am happy that BOCODOL was sharing
with us that they have built some partnerships with
other universities, world renowned institutions across
the globe. I think that is a welcome move. I also want
our open university to look at other programmes that
are more relevant to our country offered by other
universities and partner with those universities. It could
be Botswana International University of Science and
Technology (BIUST), University of Botswana (UB) and
BUAN, so that we take advantage of this vehicle called
the Open University concept. It is a very important mode
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of delivering education Mr Speaker. So there should
also be able to tap and partner with already existing
institutions in our country, so that more and more people
enjoy what we are currently offering as a country.

big challenge because normally you find that the internet
is really very slow. I do not know what could actually be
put in place to make this a bit faster. I believe that this
can actually be worked on so that the courses can go
as smoothly as possible. There is also a need for some
kind of a paradigm shift in the way we think about this
distance and open learning and that is to say Batswana
need to be informed a lot more so that they can be a bit
more receptive to distance and open learning.

The final point Mr Speaker, that I want to talk to, is
something that is mentioned in the Bill towards the
end, at Part 7 where they are saying that, “Staff of the
Botswana College of Open and Distance Learning shall
become the corresponding staff of the university.” I
think that has to be interrogated further Mr Speaker,
because it does not necessarily mean that the staff who
were delivering programmes at a college level, would
necessarily be the best staff to deliver programmes at
a college level would necessarily be the best staff to
deliver programmes at a university level. So I think the
point that was raised by Honourable Goya earlier that it
presents an opportunity for more resources to be made
available, we should tap into that opportunity and make
sure that adequate resources are made available and
that the right staff is taken on board. I think having said
that Mr Speaker, and given the fact that all of us are in
agreement with the Bill so far, I wish to propose in terms
of the relevant Standing Order that the mover be called
upon to respond. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! I
understand that you are in agreement but before sitting
here, I noticed that there were some who showed
interest in debating this Bill, I want to give them that
opportunity. I believe that they will be the last to debate.
Honourable Members allow me to take those who were
interested in debating before we conclude. I am not
opposing your proposition Honourable Makgalemele.
MR SEGOKGO (TLOKWENG): Thank you Mr
Speaker. I also stand…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SEGOKGO: Well, that will come. I would like to
support the Bill but there are certain things that might
need to be looked at vigilantly as was discussed earlier
this morning when we looked at it with the Botswana
College of Distance and Open Learning (BOCODOL)
staff. One of those things is accreditation of the
courses. I understand it is at maybe two levels where
we are looking at the local and at the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) level. This, I think
needs a lot of vigilance because we have seen in other
institutions where people had to do courses which at the
end were not meaningful to what they had set out to
do. So I think this needs a lot of vigilance and it can be
done.
I will go onto the other one about the portals. I know that
having to use these learning portals, we find that it is a
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Well, the other thing could even be marketing, you
know when it comes to having to get a lot of money
maybe from Government, the marketing bit can
also be intensified. At times when you just take your
mobile phone, you see that open universities out there
advertising themselves just pop up and a lot of people
that I know actually went into doing whatever tertiary
education by just having seen this popping up on their
phones. So I take it that the marketing strategies that
you would want to use Honourable Minister should also
be revamped to include such. In that way, the amount
of money as I indicated earlier that could be given to
the university would be decreased. So that I think
summarises what I would have really said earlier on. I
thank you Mr Speaker.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me
also contribute to the debate on the Open University.
Education builds; it builds an individual, it builds the
nation and a nation without education is incapacitated,
it is lost. Although we agree and support this motion,
we must state that it delayed; it could have been brought
forward a while back. We are however saying, the
education system should not deteriorate as it is the case
right now where the significance of our Open University
is looked down upon compared to these two existing
universities. Minister, you should take this up as a
challenge that those who would have passed and having
certificates from this university should be treated the
same way as their other counterparts. This means that
the quality of education should be of very high standard
because we know that some people look down upon
distance learning. We must commend the move that
those who are working will also get a chance to further
their studies at the same time. In their workplaces, as
they keep furthering their studies, those who have
passed should be taken seriously and try to promote
them or give them due diligence similar to the ones from
other two universities. These are the things that I think
should be taken into consideration. The most important
point is that we should not consider only areas where
communication services are, we should try by all means
to improve communication services in areas which are
disadvantaged so that they may also enjoy education.
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These are some of the important points that I request
you look into as you will be establishing this Open
University.

inadequate like other members have indicated and the
situation is even worse at the satellite centres because
there is no network there. If we are going to keep this
pace, we would not make any impact.

We request that the staff that will be working there
should be competent and would have been selected
through the proper channels. In most cases we observe
as it happens during elections of the senate, sometimes
you find that people complain that they selected people
who do not possess the relevant qualifications or those
who have no idea on what the level of university entails.
You will find that in some instances an individual will
be a member of this Senate and at the same time is a
Vice Chancellor of that university. We plead with you
that, we should not repeat those happenings. We should
have qualified staff and management in this university.
Allow me to make a request Minister that in establishing
this university, let us consider the poor, I know that we
are going to find that the costs are high …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes, we know that ‘small
costs’ is relative to how much you as an individual earn.
A Motswana who earns P3000 or P4000 should also
afford to pay this university; we should come up with
a monthly payment plan or maybe have these payments
deducted from their salaries. If I want payments
deducted from my salary then I can just apply for that.
I know that at one point we are going to be told that
we should go and pay at the university because they do
not have the code used for deducting payments. I was
making this request since this is a Government university
and it is supported by the Government, some will be
Government workers, so there should be a provision for
monthly payments if one does not have money to pay
the fees in full. There are at times challenges whereby
people who study through distance learning are denied
leave studies. Many workers come to us complaining
about this. Since we all take education seriously and
know how importance it is because when someone is
educated they can improve the economy of the country
and even support other people, I therefore urge you
Minister to include these things. Payment terms should
not be fixed; we do not have money spitting codes. I
submit, thank you.

If I may give an example about Maun where I come
from, the area is very broad. There are places like
Mababe, Khwai, Sankoyo up to Okavango. It must be
ensured that there is internet there because people in
these places also want to learn. If we are not going to do
anything, they will be left behind. Minister, for them not
to remain behind let us ensure that they are also made
part of a programme like this one.
Furthermore, roads that go to these places Minister of
Transport, I want these people to be educated but their
roads are not good. So I do not know how people who
should teach people travel there. The roads are very bad
Minister.
I will go on to talk about Palapye. Find funds for it
because that building is rented. Find funds for them to
build their school so that they can progress.
The maintenance that already exists is too low. It is
dilapidated. So stand up for these things. I will briefly
talk about them. The teaching staff is not enough.
Honourable Minister assist us to have the teaching staff,
you will find that there is only one person doing all
the work. There is nothing that they can do if you do
not have enough personnel. Those are the things that I
wanted to talk about. Now on the budget; request for a
lot of funds because this is a huge exercise. Distance
learning is not an easy thing. Request for a lot of funds
so that this can benefit you, otherwise nothing will be
done. With those remarks, I support the Bill.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Markus. I had
requested to stop your debates, so bear that in minds. I
will not stop you, but I have a challenge because some
of you go outside and when they come back they want
to talk.
MS KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
Thank you Mr Speaker.

MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): Thank you Speaker.
Let me take this time to greet you. I should also tender
my support for this Bill that requests for an open
university in Botswana. I must indicate that this is a
welcome development and it is long overdue.

MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
I would like you to be clear on that because I was
standing when you said some members go out, maybe
I am included. But I have been here since two o`clock
and other members were out, so I do not know if I was
wrong to go and have some tea.

Honourable Members, we are happy about the centres
that we have in Gaborone, Palapye, Francistown, Kang
and Maun, but they do not have resources, they are

MR SPEAKER: Desist from the habit of arguing with
me Honourable Member, I did not mention any name.
Proceed Honourable Kenewendo.
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MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Mr Speaker. I also rise
just to support the Honourable Minister’s submission
and the Bill for Botswana Open University. I as well
think it is a good approach to delivering education
services in Botswana especially because we have seen
the success of distance and open learning in other
countries around the world where some of Botswana’s
very own professionals have also taken courses in
foreign countries while still being domiciled here in
Botswana.

systems are in place, but also we are able to compete
internationally and get students that are not only located
in Botswana, but also abroad.

I have several points that I think need to be raised and
to be brought to the attention of this Parliament as we
consider making Botswana College of Distance and
Open Learning (BOCODOL) into a university, first of
which being the associated budgetary issues; I would
like just for the Minister to then address us on what the
impact of transforming the BOCODOL into a university
would be into the education budget as a whole, and what
the percentage change of this subvention to BOCODOL
would be when it is being transformed into a university.
I think it would be important for us to also understand
if all the changes would come from within the current
education budget as we have discussed in NDP 11 or if
there would be other issues that would have to be reverted
to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development,
and there will be any issues of funds diversion where
the Minister sees those happening in order for us to be
able to fund the percentage change of the subvention to
BOCODOL when it becomes a university.
I think it would also be worthwhile for us to understand
how financing the students who would then enrol at
Botswana Open University would work. If we were just
saying since it would be a cheaper tertiary institution,
then it is all self-financing or if there would be an aspect
that will assist students to participate and to take courses
at this new university.
There are also key issues that I would like to echo in
relation to those that have been mentioned by other
Honourables, in particular, that of quality assurance.
We have had several issues around the quality of our
education in the past couple of years. The new university
really would not be immune to questions around its
quality assurance. If we have already thought about the
systems and frameworks that will ensure that quality
assurance strategies that will ensure that we maintain
high level of quality especially in relation to the partners
that we will engage, in order to push mileage of our
courses. If we will only be focusing on partnering with
those institutions that are highly ranked, in order to push
the ranking of the university internationally, because
any open university aims at competing internationally.
I think we would also like to understand what the
strategies are in place to ensure that quality assurance
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We also just need to ensure that there is a practical side
to the courses that are offered at this Open University.
There are serious questions around the practicality of
our current courses in our various universities. This
must be one of the priorities of this new university to
ensure that the graduates are market ready and not as
of those other institutions that we have heard several
times about. There must be a revised curriculum and
some sort of specialisation of this Open University, as
with other open universities around the world. You will
notice that some are just engineering specific, others are
just business management specific and so we would like
to understand the specialisation of this Botswana Open
University and if we are going to see a revision of its
current curriculum.
I quickly went through their website as the Minister
was presenting and unfortunately I cannot even find
the current courses that Botswana College of Distance
and Open Learning (BOCODOL) offers and that for
me is one of our worrying points. If an institution
is preparing itself to be ahead of the curve and to be
providing services through online platforms, then
its current website should be reflective of its path, of
where it wants to go and the services they will offer.
I was however happy to see that already they have an
online payment system, but I just hope that the website
would be reflective of its future and maybe steal from
other open universities that have Apps in order to enable
students to work when they are offline.
Lastly, these have already been mentioned by several
other Honourables that we need to ensure that the skills
development is well in line with our Human Resources
Development Plan, working hand in hand with what
Human Resource Development Council (HRDC) and
the Labour Market Observatory (LMO) and any other
institution that is in place to ensure that our labour
market is fully functional and meets the demands, and
that the management policy of the university is in place,
that looks at both service delivery, but also the policies
in relation to the use of Information Communication
Technology (ICT) innovation and staff compliment. We
cannot transition from a college to a university and not
do an organisational structure reform and look at the
recommendations of whether or not the current staff of
BOCODOL will fulfil the needs of that university or we
would need to overhaul the organisational structure.
Also ensure that in the end, the university is student
centred and it is quality centred and ensures that we are
not just duplicating the efforts of other universities in
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the country, but we are plugging in those gaps that we
have seen and identified in the economy. Thank you Mr
Speaker.

doing things that just coming up with beautiful names to
avoid the mistake we did with brigades. The Brigades
are not functioning as we speak; the mechanics were
using them to train part-time on courses related to their
job. They have been taken and it is said that they should
be taught pi r squared (PI r2).

MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Let me start off by saying I will be different
because I have a hiccup with this bill. Firstly I would like
to know if there were serious measures that were taken
when deciding to change this college into a university.
Why do we have to change this college into a university
because some colleges can just be upgraded by adding
degree programs? What are we going to do with the staff
that has been in Botswana College of Open and Distance
Learning(BOCODOL) because we have people who are
currently there and they have worked there from a way
back ,working on part time teaching adults and the out
of school. Are we going to throw them out or send them
to Ipelegeng Program? I will only support this bill if
the Minister can show me what he is going to do to put
those people on structure and pay them their benefits.
We cannot just come from nowhere and say we are
going to open a University that does not make any sense
because we are going to leave out important people
who have been transforming lives and who have been
the pillar of this college as most of them just have form
5 certificates. University requires special qualifications
like it was mentioned before, so this leaves them out
and I know you are going to favour your friends who
have degrees.
MR SPEAKER: You are now spoiling your points,
whose friends are you talking about?
MR RANTUANA: How Mr Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: Whose friends are you talking about?
MR RANTUANA: Pardon?
MR SPEAKER: Whose friends are you talking about
and what did they do? Do not spoil what you have been
saying.
MR RANTUANA: Sorry not any one`s friend Mr
Speaker. Our Form 5 certificate holders that have long
been with BOCODOL are going to be left out in favour
of certain people. People such as Mr Tau who has
worked hard to put BOCODOL where it is today will
be replaced with so called Vice Chancellors. Another
typical example that shows that the Government does
not take these people serious is an example of Brigades
which were recently taken by the Government and left
them out because they do not have teaching certificates
and now we see results in brigades going down. People
used to work on a three month contract and their contracts
were renewed without fail. Let us take the right way of

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Pi r squared. Do you know what it
is doctor?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR RANTUANA: After being taught y=mx + c
formula that is when we say they have passed but if you
give them a car to fix, they fail.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Pythagoras.
MR RANTUANA: Yes, Pythagoras, do you know it
doctor. If you ask Dr Molale to drive, the wheel will
just go out.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: It is a problem Honourable Member
and this is why I do not support it Dr Madigele. You
could be copying the good deeds of Dr Masire because
you are Dr Madigele. You deserve to be a President but
today we do not agree.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: …(Laughter!)… Masisi has never
been a doctor. I do not agree Honourable Members
because we are going to confuse Batswana who have
been working at BOCODOL with the word University.
Right now people have left brigades because it sounds a
bit special when you say university. So from BOCODOL
to university you just want to make it special but in the
end people are not going to benefit.
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
(DR MADIGELE): Clarification. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker it is clear that the Honourable
Member was not available when we were briefing the
Honourable Members at the General Assembly. I am
saying this because all the answers that he wanted he
could have heard them there. We talked about issues of
transformation since its inception in 1998 up to 2006,
2016 all the tracks of labour issues and transformation
in terms of logistics. So Honourable Member let us talk
about the issue at hand, you have made your introduction
so what is your take?
MR RANTUANA: I thank you Honourable Doctor.
Do not adopt the style of answering questions like the
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Ministers. I have been saying you are a President, but
now your answers are just like those of the Ministers.
Honourable Members, let us be serious and know that
as we are saying we want to upgrade BOCODOL, you
should upgrade the courses that are offered as well.

DR MADIGELE: Clarification. Let me thank the
Member of Parliament for Ramotswa for coming up
with that point because it is very important. I want to
assure him that the Ministry of Basic Education already
working on something along those lines that entails
multiple pathways, that is already imbedded into the
Education and Training Strategic Sector Plan (ETSSP)
that was presented here in Parliament, to create multiple
pathways, especially on entry and into Junior Certificate
(JC) so that the students could proceed with studying
what they managed to pass, it could be music or the arts.
So that thing is being taken care of and I believe that
when they updated us, they stated that they will start in
2019. Thank you.

Currently there is no material in the libraries that should
be used by BOCODOL students, some of them have
cracks and in some areas there are no libraries at all.
BOCODOL is done under a tree, the network is also
poor. If you were saying we are improving infrastructure,
we were going to agree. If this Bill can be modified…
Am I allowed Mr Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: To do what?
MR RANTUANA: To amend this Bill, so that we
remove the line, “to work under the name Botswana
Open University”, and then we leave it as is.
MR SPEAKER: Yes you are allowed to present an
amendment but there is a procedure that you have to
follow.
MR RANTUANA: Standing Order 54, or 50 something?
MR SPEAKER: No, do not say things that you are not
sure of, just know that there is a procedure that you have
to follow when amending the Bill.
MR RANTUANA: I want to amend Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: You shall do that at the right time.
Right now you should finish debating. If there is
something that you want to amend you should do it at
my office, they will assist you so that it does not differ
from the Bill. Then you can put it in the Notice Paper.
MR RANTUANA: Okay, I thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Today you should just debate.
MR RANTUANA: Basically what I am suggesting is
that you should leave out the word University for now,
we should improve things that we know are going to
benefit staff as well as students. We should not take our
students out of school and send them to out-of-school
BOCODOL. BOCODOL should be in line education
and not out-of school but we should do so knowing that
we have prepared everything at the school. It should be
the option of the students if they choose to school at
BOCODOL. We are quite aware that there are people
who would want to do mechanic and what engineering
but would not want to do English and Setswana, that
person should be in a position to go on his line and
professionalise it with BOCODOL and do engineering.
If a student wants to study law he should just go ahead
and not study chemistry at school. He should be able to
go ahead with BOCODOL and choose her core subjects
and become a doctor.
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MR RANTUANA: I thank you Doctor. If that is the
case I thank you. It was long overdue, but if it is in the
plan it is okay, however it should be done quickly. There
are a lot of students who are roaming the streets but we
should not assume that BOCODOL will be a leeway to
divert them to where they want to go. Be mindful of the
fact that BOCODOL and astudent who is in the mainline
education are going to meet somewhere, where they will
use their skills to heal like any other doctor. I thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): I thank you
Mr Speaker. I will agree with Honourable Rantuana and
disagree with this Bill, not because it is not a good or a
noble initiative, but because I feel we have skipped a
number of steps before we could arrive there. I would
like us to take a few steps backwards to make some
corrections as Honourable Rantuana has reiterated.
Sometime back, not so long ago, we were in this very
House debating an issue regarding the University of
Botswana financial crisis. I want to believe that even at
this point in time, that has not been resolved. I mean if
we are going to be running a fourth university, though
it is a different line of learning, like it is distance and
not direct learning as the other three universities that we
have, but I am of the opinion that there is so much that is
still to be done within the existing universities before we
can spread our thin budget to establish such a university.
I am worried Honourable Dr Madigele about the quality
of our education. We have been independent for 51
years now, and still we do not compete globally in
terms of quality education. If we could probably focus
on developing our education system to a level which is
highly competitive globally, it is then that we could start
expanding our education institutions.
You mention that in 1982 when Mr Masire used to pass
in Lobatse, you were five years old. You will agree with
me that the quality of education…

Wednesday 6th July, 2017

BOTSWANA OPEN UNIVERSITY BILL, 2017 (BILL NO.
16 OF 2017) Second Reading

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...

these schools, only for them to spend three (3) or four
(4) years in an institution that after completing that four
(4) years and after using their quota of the sponsorship,
they are holding a certificate that they can do nothing
about? We should produce products that will not only
be employed by this Government simply because this
Government has spent money on those students. We
should produce products that can go anywhere in the
world and still be credible to work in any country
because of the credibility of the certificates that they
hold. I do not understand why we should keep on
expanding and expanding at the expense of this quality
that I am concerned about.

MR KGOROBA: He said that, he was five (5) years
old in 1982. The quality of education that you received
in the 1980s, as compared to the quality of education
that we are providing now, there has been a regression. I
think you will agree with me on that one.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No.
MR KGOROBA: No there has been. At least I know
that the quality of education that I received in the 1970s
and early 1980s, as compared to the quality of education
that we are providing now there has been quite significant
regression in terms of the quality. At this time, instead
of having regressed we should have progressed in many
steps. The quality should be at least ten times better
than it was in the 1970s and the 1980s but it is now
worse, and how do I substantiate that? We should go
back to the drawing board. The education conference
that you just answered Honourable Rantuana about, I
attended and it surprises me that this plan has been on
the table since 2014 and our target here is 2019. From
2014 to 2019, what are we doing in between with so
many years, and not implementing and coming up with
a conclusion to reach our goals? I would substantiate.
When I went to school, the infrastructure in the schools
then as compared to now, was far much better than the
infrastructure that we have now. You cannot expect
to get better results in a dilapidated infrastructure as
compared to where infrastructure is in good condition.
That is the first thing that you look at. If you look at
the results that we are producing now as compared to
the results of the 1970s and 1980s, proportionally to the
population then and now it does not matter. The results
have dropped, it shows that a much bigger percentage of
students or school going children or pupils are failing as
compared to in those years. That is clear evidence that
the standard has gone down. Even at the University of
Botswana, the standard of the University of Botswana
has gone down as compared to the times when the likes
of Mr Sipuna Kesupile were attending university there.
Something has gone wrong and I think rather than
trying to expand, we should rather correct because the
world is now competitive. We have so many private
institutions around in this country and that is one of my
major concerns. We have all these private universities
which the credibility of their certificates, we all know
you cannot even go outside the borders of this country.
Just a week or two (2) ago there was an article in the
newspapers that this law school, Universal College of
Law or whatever it is not recognised by the organisation
that represents the legal fraternity, Law Society of
Botswana (LSB). How do we keep on pumping money
into all these universities, spending taxpayers’ money,
using the opportunity for all the students who attend to

We want to produce graduates of your calibre in quality
Honourable Madigele. We do not want to produce doctors
in future whose credibility and quality is less than 50 per
cent of yours. People like Sir Ketumile Masire invested
in you. They gave you a quality education and now
you are heading a ministry that is supposed to provide
quality education to Batswana. Can you return the same
favour that was done to you by leaders that you have
been praising like Sir Ketumile Masire, and not just do
wholesale schooling that will not bear any fruits in the
future for our children. Please go back, I know this will
pass but it is a message that I want you to consider and
it is something that I want you to look quite…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Kgoroba, thank you. Whilst I agree with you on the
need for our education to be improved, I am trying to
reconcile that with the Open University concept because
to me Open University is about opening access. It is
about making higher level of education more accessible
to a broader population of our society in their respective
places. On the basis of that, do you not think that it will
add value to improving the access and the quality of
education accessed all over the country?
MR KGOROBA: Thank you Honourable Member.
Indeed it will add value but this university is going to
demand resources from our very lean resources that we
have as a country. If you are going to now distribute
the mere resources that we have to this other university,
when we have been under-resourcing the existing…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Hold it right there Honourable
Kgoroba. Honourable Tsogwane check the quorum first
before going outside. Continue Honourable Kgoroba.
MR KGOROBA: If we are now going to spread the
resources that have been inadequate to finance the
existing institutions and now we are going to spread it
even further by introducing this university, when are we

Hansard No 188

27

Wednesday 6th July, 2017

BOTSWANA OPEN UNIVERSITY BILL, 2017 (BILL NO.
16 OF 2017) Second Reading

then going to be able to finance the existing institutions
for them to get to a level that we feel can be globally
competitive? Especially considering the fact that our
diamond resources are dwindling and we do not have
an alternative as yet to replacing the diamond income.
Why do we not be pulled? It is like having a man who
has a fleet of four (4) cars and none of them can travel
from Gaborone to Mahalapye, they can only move
around Gaborone. What is the point of having so many
cars as we are aware that none of them is not reliable
enough to take you on a long distance trip? We are
investing, we are increasing the number of institutions
yet we have little resources to assist those institutions
to provide that quality education. With those reasons
Honourable Madigele, I disagree with the introduction
of this university. Thank you Mr Speaker.

(LCE) was closed down, Serowe College of Education
(SCE) is currently being rented out to a certain private
tertiary institution, Francistown College of Education
(FCE) is also rented out to Botswana College of
Distance and Opening Learning (BOCODOL) and so
on . Molepolole College of Education (MCE) has also
turned into a white elephant. Lecturers at Tonota College
of Education do not know why they are still there. It is
evident that the projections we made or planning done
by the Ministry is not well planned to guide us. If it
was well planned, we could know what to do with the
buildings which have been built with large amounts of
money; what are our plans for MCE, Tonota College of
Education (TCE), FCE, LCE and SCE.

MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Mr Speaker let me thank you for this opportunity
Sir. Maybe let me just explain that I believe that this
transformation is a good development. Before I
dwell onto this transformation, I would like to show
my disappointment that over time I do not think as
a country we actually planned how to structure our
tertiary education system. It seems like in the past we
were just haphazard with no plan in place. I recall that in
the past there were tertiary institutions called Colleges
of Education which their then mandate was to produce
Secondary school teachers at Diploma level. Right now
those schools are white elephants if I were to say that,
if we could have planned well those institutions could
offer teachers higher level education of Degrees and
Masters Degrees but you then decided…
MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
RALOTSIA): Point of order. Can Honourable
Mmolotsi choose either Setswana or English and stop
saying, “go structura education ya rona (meaning to
structure our education)”.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, you were once
a teacher, use either Setswana or English.
MR MMOLOTSI: Very well Mr Speaker but
Honourable Ralotsia should know that nowadays
Setswana is contaminated.
MR SPEAKER: No, Setswana is not contaminated,
just choose either of those languages.
MR MMOLOTSI: I believe that if we could have
planned these things well, all the costs which were
incurred could have made our education much better
than it is now.
Right now, when you look at the Primary Colleges of
Education as an example; Lobatse College of Education
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I am disappointed by the fact that there is still confusion
regarding the teachers at the primary schools who still
possess Primary Teachers Certificate (PTC) others have
Diploma. At Secondary Schools there are teachers who
still possess Diploma and Degrees but we have white
elephant institutions which means we did not plan well.
Today we could be talking about a different situation
where our people are highly educated because we have
built institutions which could offer a variety of courses.
Right now we could be like Cuba which has highly
educated people we even source educated personnel
from there. Overall we had all the resources to make
us be number one in terms of education but despite all
of this we still failed to be the best we could have been.
That is why I am grateful that Honourable Minister has
tabled the motion of Open University. In the past, I have
encouraged many children at my constituency to apply
at BOCODOL and there was so much stigma attached
to this institution I do not know what caused it. Perhaps
the Minister should conduct a research to find out why
people have negative attitude towards BOCODOL even
if it is offering certificate at a Degree level. The Minister
should conduct a referendum so that going forward as
we carry with this transformation to turn into an Open
University, everyone in Botswana can have a positive
attitude towards it and feels that they can apply to the
new Open University.
The Government of Botswana and the Ministry of
Education have not done anything to ensure that
BOCODOL is a well-recognized institution which can
attract the younger generation. We had an opportunity
or the Ministry of Education had an opportunity by the
time they were training teachers in large numbers…I
remember the time when they were training 3000
teachers for further studies in one year it was during
the time of Honourable Venson-Moitoi. This was the
time when these teachers could further their education
through BOCODOL programmes so that it can be a
well-recognized institution as the government has also
sent teachers to further their studies there.
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The advantage is that as government we could have
saved a lot of money rather than paying huge sums for
external education. It could have been a quarter of the
money used to pay for the teachers’ external education.
Furthermore the teachers could have attended classes
on a part-time basis, they could have been no need to
employ temporary teachers. You can see that we could
have saved a fortune which could have been used to send
other students to school because with BOCODOL prices
there could have been many government employees
who could have been taken to further education. The
good thing is that BOCODOL can improve or tailor
make programmes we need in different Ministries. Then
all what is needed to be done is to introduce tailor made
programmes according to what the Ministries want to
address. I believe this could have helped the country a
lot.

people are getting education in these kinds of institutions
while they are also undertaking their day jobs. They
attend these institutions to increase the knowledge of
their jobs especially when they have been promoted to
higher positions. This will be very helpful in addressing
this issue…

Right now our country is facing extreme poverty
because we do not plan things well while there is still
a lot of money, we just waste like a rich kid whose
parents are still doing well. Just like now there is still
money and it is being wasted by purchasing gripens, the
vice-President is travelling all over the country with a
helicopter de-campaigning Honourable Molefhi, he is
campaigning for his group. In other words…

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi wait a moment.
Honourable Markus! You are not allowed to use a cell
phone in this house even if it means we need you to
form a quorum.

MR MARKUS: Point of order. What topic is being
discussed today? Are we here to talk about people being
de-campaigned or we are here to debate a different Bill?
He needs to explain to us so that we understand.
MR SPEAKER: Calm down Honourable Markus, he
just got carried away. I am sure he will now get back to
the topic at hand.
MR MMOLOTSI: I am not surprised that Honourable
Markus will make such comment because he and
Honourable Davids were chosen because of the colour
of their skin so that the Swedish can think that is our
skin colour here.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Laughter!)...
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, withdraw that
statement because it is inappropriate.
MR MMOLOTSI: I withdraw Mr Speaker. Let me get
back to my point and maybe stress that it seems like
the Botswana College of Open and Distance Learning
(BOCODOL) was stigmatised. Now that we are
moving on with this transformation, let us try to make
it appealing so that any learner could be interested in
studying at BOCODOL. This is so that at some point the
Government will have no reason to send people outside
the country unless it is something that is more complex
and cannot be offered here. In other countries, lot of

MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Member. You have mentioned that people further their
education in these institutions by doing short courses
that are relevant to their jobs. On the other hand
Honourable Makgalemele was talking about them as
if they will be on the same level as the University Of
Botswana (UB); where learners start their qualifications
like degrees from scratch. Can you try to elaborate how
it will be used and how that differs from the institutions
that we already have.

MR MMOLOTSI: Honourable Kgoroba, Open
University can enrol the learners that are furthering their
education as well as those that are starting from scratch.
I believe that the best option for the learners that are
starting from scratch would be to enrol into institutions
that have lectures. An open university offers independent
studies, where one has to study independently. It can
be very difficult for a learner who has just completed
Form 5 to enrol here as it needs serious discipline. Open
universities are best suited for more mature people who
are furthering their education or those that are trying
on a different field that could compliment the ones that
they are on. This is why I believe that while we are busy
making improvements on our current universities we
should not forget these ones too because learners that
are…
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR
MADIGELE): Elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker
and thank you Honourable Mmolotsi for providing free
education to Honourable Kgoroba. If you were to read
page five (5) of the presentation, there is a line that
states exactly what Honourable Mmolotsi is saying as
one of the benefits, “enhanced national productivity by
providing workers with opportunities for upgrading, for
re-skilling, multi-skilling and re-tooling”. My point is
that Mmolotsi is on the right track Mr Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: This is why I am saying that even
after making improvements with open universities,
we should still keep up the standards of our current
universities that entails lecturing. Honourable
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Madigele, let us make sure that we maintain the
good standards of the University of Botswana which
is a very credible institution; I have great respect for
everyone who graduated from it. We should never
have instances where some learners actually believe
that an institution like Limkokwing is better than the
University of Botswana; making these conclusions
without intensive research. I strongly believe that the
University of Botswana is a reputable institution and we
need to maintain it because it is the nation’s university.
While doing that, we should also in the process try
to improve institutions like the Botswana University
of Agriculture and Natural Resources (BUAN) and
Botswana International University of Science and
Technology (BIUST) so that they produce graduates
that will perform better than people like Honourable
Molale, who are dragging this country down. With that
Honourable Minister, I will like to state that I support
this Bill and that this transformation should be allowed
to go on, so that learners are able to...

transform our education system because we know that
there is no education system that is perfect. That is why
we have policies, programmes and strategies that some
of them have passed through this House that we are
currently implementing to make sure that we transform
this system for the better.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification.
Before you conclude Honourable Mmolotsi, I would like
to ask how come the leader of the Botswana Movement
for Democracy (BMD) Honourable Gaolathe as well
as yourself, his Deputy are supporting this Bill while
people like Honourable Kgoroba are against it.
MR MMOLOTSI: We believe in democracy and
that everyone’s point of view should be listened to.
We are not the kind of people who find fault in people
who are able to think. Every one of us is free to debate
independently. Honourable Makgalemele if you are
contesting in Tonota, I wish you the best; even if you
are denied the television coverage because it belongs
to Honourable Masisi and his people. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Madigele, please respond
to the debate.
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
(DR MADIGELE): Thank you Mr Speaker and let
me thank all the Honourable Members for responding
and articulating their support and lamentations towards
this Bill. I want to assure Honourable Members that
whatever contributions and interventions they have
put across, we will indeed take them into consideration
as we progress in this journey of making sure that we
implement the Botswana Open University.
Honourable Mmolotsi and other Honourable Members,
I want to assure this Honourable House that indeed we
are working day in, day out to implement reforms to
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Mr Speaker, the BOCODOL transformation has come
about because of various strategies like the National
Human Resource Development Strategy of 2009, the
Tertiary Education Policy of 2006 and also the Revised
National Policy on Education of 2004. That has also
assisted us to move towards this open and distance
learning phenomenon. There is indeed a need to make
sure that we have like Honourable Arone has said, I
think also Honourable Majaga, they have alluded to
the fact that there is going to be the need for resources
especially because now areas that are far-flung, that are
in the peripheries, we will have to reach them somehow.
I want to assure this House that the five regional
centres that are there, as we implement the Act, they
will be campuses that will have taken the university
to the people. With Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) and other methodologies that we are
going to use and that we are currently using, it will be
easier for those people who are living in the far-off areas
to access tertiary education not from afar but from near.
Honourable Batshu appreciated the role played by
BOCODOL in education, especially during its maiden
times around the year 1988 because it was concentrating
more on out-of-school youth and out-of-school adults
who did not have education. It is important that we
appreciate the transition from those yesteryears to
2006 when now BOCODOL started offering tertiary
qualifications after it had registered with the then Tertiary
Education Council. Challenges at BOCODOL, yes, we
know that as you transition you have to face budgetary
challenges but when this House met last time, it passed
National Development Plan (NDP) 11 and there is a
provision for budget in NDP 11 for circumstances like
the Botswana Open University.
Honourable Gaolathe really also hit the nail on the
bud that BOCODOL or BOU as it will then be called
will provide the necessary affordability, access and
equity that we need. These are principles that are
enshrined like Honourable Goya has said in the
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) that, one of
the backbones there is to promote equity and access.
Honourable Gaolathe also spoke about the need for
reforms especially the Grant Loan Scheme. Indeed
we are working on reforming the Grant Loan Scheme
because we see that it is not quite sustainable. We
already have suggestions. We have started consultations
with the relevant stakeholders and we will engage the
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Parliamentary Education Committee to also run through
those suggestions with them so that as we come up
with a comprehensive scholarship system, we will have
consulted the length and breadth of those that are very
critical as stakeholders. We see that being unsustainable;
it poses a risk towards access and equity. That is why in
the near future we will be transferring the roles of the
Tertiary Education Fund to where it belongs, which is
the Human Resource Development Council (HRDC),
because one of the functions of HRDC is to host the
Tertiary Education Student Support Fund.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Makgalemele spoke about
the dream to have a centre of excellence at BOU. It is
something that as BOU develops some of those things
because they are here, they will indeed be considered
accordingly.

Yes, indeed like brigades that are under Honourable
Mabeo, there has been a historical stigma attached to
one attending BOCODOL saying they are ‘owls’ or they
attend night school. These are some of the things that the
management of BOCODOL are currently working on
a robust public relations strategy, a marketing strategy
that will sell this concept. One of them obviously even
though Honourable Kgoroba was castigating it, is the
change of the nomenclature itself, it will also attract
people and they would say now I am attending Botswana
Open University. That thing alone will give confidence
to all those learners that we wish to attract.
Honourable Majaga, also praised the transformation
and yes sir we will indeed as we move forward consider
other areas that are in the far-flung areas. Honourable
Dr Butale…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR MADIGELE: No, but he said something because
he was talking about research. You see research is very
important Mr Speaker in this day and age. We need
to put more resources in research and development
because as we progress as an economy we need to have
home-grown innovations, solutions and products that
will address the need that we have as a country and that
will also further improve issues like unemployment. So
it is very important to develop this particular niche. I
want to assure Honourable Butale that we are indeed
doing something about that and hopefully by next year
because we are putting structures in place we should
have in place the National Research Fund which will
also provide something for those researchers who
would want to start on particular researches that will be
addressing the needs of the country.
Even this year Mr Speaker, we should be able to start
the Innovation Fund which has been delayed for some
years now. We have put in place structures that will
address that. An Innovation Fund will also help first
time innovators to come up with innovations that will
address the needs of this economy and in the process
creating employment through commercialising and
industrialising those products and prototypes.

Honourable Molefe spoke about the need for proper
collaboration with HRDC. I could not agree more
because there is evident skills mismatch that is apparent
there in the economy. There has to be a way in which
that which we are producing as students and graduates,
has to be consistent with what the labour market needs.
Human Resource Development Council (HRDC) is
working hard to make sure that it addresses those
supply-demand issues so that at the end of the day we
train really for the economy.
As I run to conclusion, I want to congratulate Honourable
Segokgo also to have contributed to this debate, he
outdid someone I will not mention by name, he is
not here and he has a tendency of… I want to assure
Honourable Segokgo that we are working with the
region on qualifications framework. This qualifications
framework will help us to do away with the so called
bogus qualifications and bogus certificates, because
we are working with the Southern and Eastern African
countries, Southern African Development Community
(SADC), Commonwealth to align our qualifications to
the regional and international qualifications so that a
certificate here will be a certificate in the United Kingdom
(UK); a Diploma here will be a Diploma elsewhere. So,
these are some of the things that we are actually on the
right path to make sure that we align them. This point
was also raised by Honourable Mokgware.
Botswana Qualifications Authority (BQA) has come
up with a 10-point strategy or 10-point plan which
addresses exactly that we are lamenting about; the
National Credit Qualifications Framework.
As I conclude Mr Speaker, I want to thank this
Honourable House for showing support for this Bill. I
want to assure the House that indeed as a new Ministry,
we are very concerned about the status of the tertiary
education landscape, and we are doing all that we can
to make sure that we improve for the better. Issues of
quality are paramount as they are at the top of the agenda.
Issues relating to supply-demand are at the top of the
agenda; issues relating to research and development and
innovation are also there at the top of the agenda, and
their contribution will help us as we move along this
journey.
With that Mr Speaker, I beg that this Bill be read the
second time. I thank you.
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Question put and agreed to.
Committee Stage – Later Date.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): Mr Speaker,
as that concludes the business of today’s Order Paper, I move that this House do now adjourn. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 5:40 p.m. until Friday 7th July, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR QUESTION 8 (456)
Appendix 1 - Schools with ICT Laboratories fitted with functional computers
NO

SCHOOL

REGION

1

Moroka Primary

North East

2

Tshesebe Primary

North East

TOTAL

2

3

Sehithwa Primary

North West

TOTAL

1

4

Mookane Primary

Central

5

Reuben Mpabanga

Central

TOTAL

2

6

Ben Thema Primary

South East

7

Lesedi Primary

South East

8

Notwane Primary

South East

TOTAL

3

GRAND TOTAL

8.

BRITISH COUNCIL CONNECTING CLASSROOMS ICT HUBS
1.
2
3
4
5

6

32

Moremi III

North West

TOTAL

1

Kgafela Primary

Kgatleng

Total

1

Mosielele Primary

Kweneng

TOTAL

1

Kasane Primary

Chobe

TOTAL

1

Tati Siding Primary

Central

Motalaote Primary

Central

TOTAL

2

Gantsi Primary

Gantsi

TOTAL

1

GRAND TOTAL

7
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Total number of schools with ICT Lab / Hubs = 15
Appendix 2 - SCHOOL WHICH HAVE RECEIVED TABLETS
No.

School

Location

Region

CENTRAL REGION
Botshabelo Primary

Selibe Phikwe

Central

Khama Memorial Primary

Serowe

Central

Letlhakane Primary

Letlhakane

Central

Palapye Central Primary

Palapye

Central

Rakops CJSS

Rakops

Central

Shoshong Primary

Shoshong

Central

Tutume Central Primary

Tutume

Central

TOTAL

7

KGATLENG REGION
Letsebe Primary

Sikwane

Kgatleng

Matsieng Primary

Matsieng

Kgatleng

Modipane Primary

Modipane

Kgatleng

Oodi Primary

Oodi

Kgatleng

Tlhaakgame Primary

Bokaa

Kgatleng

TOTAL

5

NORTH EAST
Matshelagabedi Primary

Matshelagabedi

North East

Ntshe Primary

Francistown

North East

Phatlhogo Primary

Francistown

North East

Setlalekgosi CJSS

Francistown

North East

Tatisiding Primary

Tatisiding

North East

Tsamaya Primary

Tsamaya

North East

Boyei Primary

Maun

North West

Moremi III Primary

Maun

North West
8

TOTALS
SOUTH EAST
Baratani Primary

Ramotswa

South East

Bontleng Primary

Gaborone

South East

Mafitlhakgosi Primary

Tlokweng

South East

Notwane Primary

Gaborone

South East

Otse Primary

Otse

South East
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TOTAL

5

SOUTHERN
Lorwana Primary

Digawana

Southern

Manyana Primary

Manyana

Southern

Kgabophuti Primary

Moshupa

Southern

Bakgatla Primary

Moshupa

Southern

Goodhope Primary

Goodhope

Southern

Makaba II Primary

Kanye

Southern

Mokgadi Primary

Kanye

Southern

New Look Primary

Lobatse

Southern

Peleng West Primary

Lobatse

Southern

Ramolefhe Primary

Mmathethe

Southern

TOTAL

10

CENTRAL
Seaseole Primary

Letlhakane

Central

Flowertown Primary

Mahalapye

Central

Kelele Primary

Mmadinare

Central

Mahalapye Primary

Mahalapye

Central

Makolojwane Primary

Serowe

Central

Masokola Primary

Serowe

Central

Mmadinare Primary

Mmadinare

Central

Mokane Primary

Letlhakane

Central

Phethu Mphoeng Primary

Mmadinare

Central

Mookane Primary

Mookane

Central

Serowe Central Primary

Serowe

Central

TOTAL

11

CHOBE
Plateau Primary

Kasane

Chobe

Kasane Primary

Kasane

Chobe

Kazungula Primary

Kazungula

Chobe

TOTAL

3

GANTSI

34

Gantsi Primary

Gantsi

Gantsi

Kabakae Primary

Gantsi

Gantsi

Kgaphamadi Primary

Gantsi

Gantsi
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TOTAL

3

KGALAGADI
Bopaganang Primary

Middlepits

Kgalagadi

Ikaneng Primary

Tsabong

Kgalagadi

Mahusane Primary

Kang

Kgalagadi

Mosiiwa Primary

Hukuntsi

Kgalagadi

Nhake Primary

Tsabong

Kgalagadi

Seetelo Memorial Primary

Tsabong

Kgalagadi

Tsabong Primary

Tsabong

Kgalagadi

TOTAL

7

KWENENG
Gobuamang Primary

Molepolole

Kweneng

Letlhakeng Primary

Letlhakeng

Kweneng

Letsholo Primary

Kopong

Kweneng

Metsemotlhabe Primary

Metsemotlhabe

Kweneng

Mmonye Primary

Mankgodi

Kweneng

Neale Sechele Primary

Molepolole

Kweneng

Sebele I Primary

Molepolole

Kweneng

Canon Gordon Primary

Molepolole

Kweneng

Kontle Primary

Thamaga

Kweneng

Lentswe le Tau Primary

Lentsweletau

Kweneng

Pule Memorial Primary

Gabane

Kweneng

Thamaga Western Primary

Thamaga

Kweneng

TOTAL

12

NORTH WEST
Andrew Wellio Primary

Maun

North West

Bonatla Primary

Maun

North West

Boseja Primary

Maun

North West

Tawana II Primary

Maun

North West

Thamalakane Primary

Maun

North West

TOTAL

5
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Appendix 3
SCHOOLS THAT HAVE CONVERTED CLASSROOMS, LIBRARIES AND OFFICES INTO
COMPUTER RESOURCE CENTERS
School

Region

Facility

Boyei Primary

North West

Library

Computers working

Boseja Primary

North West

Staffroom

Computers working

Etsha Primary

North West

IT Hub

Computers working

Thamalakane Primary

North West

Converted
classroom

Computers working

TOTAL

4

Manyana Primary

Kweneng

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Mmonye Primary

Kweneng

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Lentsweletau

Kweneng

IT Hub

Computers working

Kgosi Neal Sechele Primary

Kweneng

Classroom
converted

Computers working

TOTAL

36

4

Ntshe Primary

North East

Converted
Classroom

Tablets working

Matshelagabedi Primary

North East

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Phatlhogo Primary

North East

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Tsamaya Primary

North East

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Phase IV Primary

North East

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Mahube Primary

North East

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Pelotshwana Primary

North East

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Kalakamati Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working
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Kgari Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Masingwaneng Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Masunga Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Mbalambi Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Pole Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Sekakangwe Primary

North East

Library

Computers working

Zwenshambe Primary

North East

Library

Computers working

Bugalo Primary

North East

Teachers Resource
Centre

Computers working

Jackalas Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Mabuzane Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Mapoka Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Matshelagabedi Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Matsiloje Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Makaleng Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Pelotelele Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Senyawe

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Tsamaya

North East

Classroom
converted

Computers working
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Legola

North East

Library

Computers working

Centre for Deaf Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Ikhutseng Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Mahube Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Ntshe Primary

North East

HE storeroom

Computers working

Pelotshwaana Primary

North East

Converted Office

Computers working

Phase IV Primary

North East

Library

Computers working

Phatogo Primary

North East

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Phatsimo Primary

North East

Converted Office

Computers working

Satelite Primary

North East

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Nyangabgwe Primary

North East

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Ntshe Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Ourlady Primary

North East

Classroom

Computers working

Tagala Primary

North East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Moroka Primary

North East

classroom

Computers working

Themashanga Primary

North East

Classroom
converted

Computers working

TOTAL

41
KGATLENG

38

Oodi Primary

Kgatleng

Apportioned
Staffroom

Computers working

Modipane Primary

Kgatleng

IT Hub

Computers working

Letsebe Primary

Kgatleng

IT Hub

Computers working

Seingwaeng Primary

Kgatleng

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Artisia Primary

Kgatleng

Staffroom

Computers working

Leshibitse Primary

Kgatleng

Classroom
Converted

Computers working
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Isang Primary

Kgatleng

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Linchwe Primary

Kgatleng

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

TOTAL
Dinonyane

8
Southern

IT Hub

Computers working

Southern

IT Hub

Computers working

Otse Primary

Southern

Library used/ no IT
Hub

Computers working

Baratani Primary

Southern

No IT Hub, used in
the classroom

Computers working

Logaba Primary

Southern

Library

Computers working

Ipeleng Primary

Southern

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Teemane Primary

Southern

IT Hub

Computers working

Kgalagadi Primary

TOTAL

7

Mogorosi Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Moiyabana Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Tshekedi Primary

Central

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Thabala Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Shoshong Primary

Central

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Palapye Central Primary

Central

Classroom
Converted

Computers not
working

Khama Memorial Primary

Central

IT Hub

Computers Working

Botshabelo Primary

Central

No IT Hub, staff
room used

Computers not
working

Tonota Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Reuben Mbabanga

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Mmualefe Primary

Central

Converted
Classroom

Computers working
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Masokola Primary

Central

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Central Primary

Central

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Motalaote Lekhutile Primary

Central

Converted
Classroom

Computers working

Kgosi Sekoko Primary

Central

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Makolojana Primary

Central

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Tshekedi Primary

Central

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Bobonong Primary

Central

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Busang Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Kelele Primary

Central

Library & staffroom

Computers working

St. Peters Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Pheto Mphoeng Primary

Central

Classroom
converted & Admin
block

Computers working

Tlhabololo Primary

Central

Library

Computers working

Ratsie Setlhako Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Morwalela Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Kediretswe Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Palapye Central

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Bobonong Primary

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Modisaotsile Primary School

Central

Classroom
converted

Computers working

TOTAL

Kazungala Primary

Chobe

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Plateau Primary

Chobe

Classroom
converted

Computers working

TOTAL

40
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Kabakae Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Kgaphamadi Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Qabo Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Grotlaagte Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Chobokwane Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Kalkfontein Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Xanagase Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

New Kanagase Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Karakubise Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Boipelo Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

East Hanahai Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

West Hanahai Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

K’joe Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Metsimantsho Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Ncojane Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Kule Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Kazcae Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Bere Primary

Gantsi

Converted
classroom

Computers working

Makunda Primary

Gantsi

Converted staffroom

Computers working

D’kar Primary

TOTAL

Mafitlhakgosi Primary

20

South East

IT Hub

Computers working

Hansard No 188

41

Wednesday 6th July, 2017

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR QUESTION 8 (456)

Bontleng Primary

South East

Classroom
Converted

Tablets working

Mophane Primary

South East

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Masa Primary

South East

Apportioned
Staffroom

Computers working

Boikhutso Primary

South East

Classroom
Converted

Computers Working

Boitumelo Primary

South East

Classroom
converted

Computers working

Ithuteng Primary

South East

Office converted

Computer working

Batlokwa National

South East

Class Converted

Computers Working

Tlhabologo Primary

South East

Classroom
Converted

Computers working

Mogobane Primary

South East

Converted office

Computers working
10

TOTAL
KGALAGADI

42

Bokspits Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Hunhukwi Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Monong Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Bogogobo Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Kolonkwaneng Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Ngwatle Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Maleshe Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Letswai Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Phuduhudu Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Inalegolo Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Moralaneng Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Hereford Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working
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Lokgwabe Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Omaweneno Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Khawa Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Kareng Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Maitshoko Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Vaalhoek Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Struizendum Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

Ralspan Primary

Kgalagadi

Apportioned
staffroom

Computers working

TOTAL

20

GRAND TOTAL

145

Appendix 4
PRIMARY SCHOOLS MASCOM INTERNET
CONNECTIVITY WI-FI
Town/Village

KWENENG

SCHOOL

DATE OF
CONNECTION

NO OF
WORKING
COMPUTERS

DEVICES
PROVIDED

Kontle Primary

12/02/2016

Converted
classroom

5 Huawei E303H
modem

Thamaga Western
Primary

15/02/2016

Converted
classroom

4 Huawei E303H
modem

Magalatladi
Primary

2016/11/02

Converted
classroom

3 Huawei E303H
modem

Kumakwane
Primary

17/02/2016

Converted
classroom

2 Huawei E303H
modem

Mmonye Primary

17/02/2016

Converted
classroom

6 Huawei E303H
modem

Canon Gordon
Primary

2016/09/15

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Lentsweletau
Primary

2016/09/16

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

TOTAL

7
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Gakhibana Primary

Converted
classroom

4 Huawei E303
modems and 4 Sim
cards

Manyana Primary

16/02/2016

Converted
classroom

6 Huawei E303H
modem

Jwana Primary

2016/08/11

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Kgalagadi Primary

2016/08/11

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Dinonyane Primary

2016/08/12

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Teemane Primary

2016/08/12

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

TOTAL
KGATLENG

6

Oodi Primary

2016/09/06

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Matsieng Primary

2016/09/13

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Thaakgame
Primary

2016/09/13

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Modipane Primary

2016/09/14

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Letsebe Primary

2016/09/14

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Pule Memorial
Primary

2016/09/15

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Converted
classroom

6

TOTALS
CHOBE

Kazungula Primary

2016/10/05

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Kasane Primary

2016/10/06

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

TOTALS

44
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Bontleng Primary

2016/10/10

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Notwane Primary

2016/10/13

School Library

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Boitumelo Primary

2016/09/02

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Mafitlhakgosi
Primary

2016/10/13

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Otse Primary

2016/10/14

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Lorwana Primary

2016/09/26

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Baratani Primary

2016/10/14

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Masa (Primary)

2016/07/26

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Mophane (Primary)

2016/07/26

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Boikhutso
(Primary)

2016/08/17

School Library

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles
10

TOTALS
NORTH EAST

Tutume Primary

2016/10/27

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Matshelagabedi
Primary

2016/10/27

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Moroka Primary

23/02/2016

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Ntshe Primary

2016/10/28

Converted
classroom

Computer Lab

Our Lady Primary

2017/02/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE modem
& 2 Huawei E303H
dongles

Nyangabwe
Primary

2017/02/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE modem
& 2 Huawei E303H
dongles
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Phase iv Primary

2017/02/24
2017/02/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE modem
& 2 Huawei E303H
dongles

Mahube Primary

2017/02/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE modem
& 2 Huawei E303H
dongles

Ikhutseng Primary

2017/02/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE modem
& 2 Huawei E303H
dongles

Pelotshawana

2017/02/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE modem
& 2 Huawei E303H
dongles

Phatlhogo Primary

2016/10/28

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Tsamaya Primary

2016/10/28

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

TOTALS
NORTH
WEST

Boyei Primary

12
2016/11/

Library

TOTALS
CENTRAL

Hansard No 188
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Mokane Primary

2017/01/31

Apportioned
staffroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Botshabelo Primary

2016/10/26

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Letlhakane Primary

2016/10/03

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H donWEST

Mosolotshane
Primary

2017/02/02

Apportioned
staffroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Mabuo Primary

2017/02/02

Apportioned
staffroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Moiyabana Primary

46

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4

27/02/02

Thabala Primary

2017/02/02

Apportioned
staffroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Mogorosi Primary

2017/02/03

Apportioned
staffroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles
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Lerala Primary

2017/02/06

Apportioned
staffroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 2 Huawei
E303H dongles

Shoshong Primary

2016/10/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Palapye Central

2016/10/25

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Khama Memorial

2016/10/24

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Tati Siding
(Primary)

2016/04/22

IT Hub

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 3 Huawei
E303H dongles

Masa (Primary)

2016/07/26

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Mophane (Primary)

2016/07/26

Converted
classroom

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Boikhutso
(Primary)

2016/08/17

School Library

1 Huawei CPE B310
modem & 4 Huawei
E303H dongles

Malaka Primary

2015/09/09

TOTAL

Converted
classroom

2 Huawei E303
modems and 11 Sim
cards
15
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