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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

important. Let us now do questions. Honourable Salakae
is supposed to take questions on behalf of Honourable
Nkaigwa, So, Honourable Salakae.

(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

PRAY E R S

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Procedure
Madam Speaker.

****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! Honourable Members, in accordance with
Standing Order No. 99.1, I hereby inform you that
the Committee of Selection met today, Wednesday 8th
November 2017 to fill the vacancies in Parliamentary
Committees. I am therefore pleased to announce
that Honourable Segokgo has been appointed to the
following Parliamentary Committees; Agriculture,
Lands and Housing, Public Service and its management
and Finance and Estimates Committee.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Applause!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Take your seats
Honourable Members, and please always be on time. It
is two minutes past two.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Should I throw them out even
before they enter the Chamber? Do you want to label
me as a bad person? Take your seat Madam. Please
take off that thing Honourable Member. What are you
doing? Order Honourable Members! I would like to
remind you that the debate on the Motion in response
to the President’s speech commences today. Therefore,
in terms of Standing Order No. 23.1, the Speaker shall
in consultation with the Leader of the House and the
Leader of Opposition allot time for the debate on the
Motion. We have done that. The days for such debates
shall not exceed 15 days. These days exclude Fridays
which are Private Members’ Business days. Time
allocated for debate on a Motion in response to the
President’s speech is therefore as follows;
• Leader of the House when he responds to the debate
- one hour 50 minutes.
• Leader of the Opposition - one hour 30 minutes.
• Members of Parliament - 45 minutes
This does not stop Honourable Members from saving
time during their debates. Time saving is equally

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, he is not in. okay please
give them time, yesterday you did the same and you
took yours… Honourable Salakae is not in. Honourable
Nkaigwa is in Bangladesh on official duties, and it is not
like he has absconded. Let u proceed.
DAMMING OF NOTWANE RIVER AT THE
PUMP STATION IN TLOKWENG
MR K. M. SEGOKGO (TLOKWENG): asked the
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services:(i) if he gave a certain businessman of Non-Tswana
decent in Tlokweng rights to excavate and divert
water from the Notwane river to his water pump
station so as to pump it out to his farm, some
hundreds of metres away from the river;
(ii) whether due consultation was done with the tribe
who are accustomed to watering their animals
a few kilometres downstream as currently, the
stream has dried up; and
(iii) whether the Water Act was not contravened by the
damming of the river at the pump station; if so,
what action is being taken.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
(i) There are no water rights issued along Notwane
River in Tlokweng area to a certain businessman
of Non-Tswana decent. However, we are aware of
an unauthorised damming in one of the tributaries
of the Notwane river in Tlokweng.
(ii) No consultations were made as there are no water
rights that have been granted.
(iii) Any unauthorised damming in the river systems in
Botswana contravenes Section 9 and Section 36,
as is therefore punishable under Section 37.1 of
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the Water Act CAP 34:01 of 1968. It is therefore
worth noting that the eviction process for this
unauthorised damming has commenced. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
MR SEGOKGO: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Assistant Minister. When did you
become aware of this damming and if you are aware of
it, when are you going to take action regarding what has
already happened? Thank you.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. We became
aware of this unauthorised damming in February of this
year. That was when the Tlokweng Land Board notified
us the Department of Water Affairs of this process on
the 2nd of February. That was when we came to know
about this. With regard to the second question, we
have already started taking action. We have called the
individual in question and questioned him against what
he is doing and as I said, the eviction process has started.
Thank you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, you knew
since February, and we are in November. Does it show
productivity in your Ministry for you to know that there
is someone who has built a dam for themselves and you
are telling this House that you have started the eviction
process? You could have long stopped that, what is the
problem.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Honourable Member.
Honourable Mokgware is aware that even if one has not
developed a plot in Botswana, we do not just repossess
the plot, there is a procedure to be followed, we write
to that person to show course why the plot should not
be taken…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order.
MR MOIPISI: This is a process. So, coming back to
his question, the person in question had already made
developments in the plot and as you are aware that we
had floods, there was no how we could have evacuated
him since it was flooded, we have to wait so that the
water subsides then we could proceed with the process.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
AUDITED REPORT ON THE P113 MILLION
USED FOR BOT50 ACTIVITIES
DR T. O. MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sport and
Culture Development if he will consider releasing an
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audited report to the public detailing how the P113
million was used in the BOT50 activities.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister of Youth
Empowerment, Sport and Culture Development…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is not in.
MADAM SPEAKER: Where is he?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
UPSKILLING OF EMPLOYEES AT THE
MINISTRY OF LAND MANAGEMENT, WATER
AND SANITATION SERVICES
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Land Management, Water and
Sanitation Services to state:(i) the current lowest qualification in the senior/
strategic management cadre of his ministry;
(ii) the current highest qualification in middle
management and operational cadres of the
ministry; and
(iii) whether his ministry has a budget for upskilling of
employees; if so, what was the cost of the budget
for the past five financial years.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, the current lowest qualification
in the senior/strategic management cadre is a
Bachelor’s Degree.
(ii) The current highest qualification in the middle
management is PhD while that in the operational
cadre is a Bachelor’s Degree.
(iii) My ministry is allocated training budget annually
to up skill its employees. The training budget for
the past five financial years is as follows:
Financial Year
2013/2014
2014/2015
2015/2016
2016/2017
2017/2018
TOTAL

Budget (BWP)
P13 878 760. 00
P13 878 760. 00
P12 056 490. 00
P12 056 490. 00
P9 022 420. 00
P60, 892 920. 00
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I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker and thank you Honourable Assistant Minister.
Assistant Minister, are promotions not based on
qualification in your ministry? Why does it seem like
most people have been given a lower role and some do
not have qualifications needed to be at the top?
What type of upskilling are you referring to because I
am aware that in the past years, the Government stopped
sending people to school due to budgetary constraints?
Thank you.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. If I may
start with the second one, as indeed I have enumerated
the figures from 2013 to 2018 of budget for training,
it means training never stopped. We have been training
people as per the figures I gave.
Of course upskilling is very necessary and we have
indeed trained people on areas like land management,
land administration, geomatics, surveying, urban
design, environmental science and public relations. The
training was quite diverse.
Regarding the issue on whether promotion is based on
qualification or not, promotion is based on a number
of factors; qualification being one of them. It does not
entirely mean that if you have a PhD, automatically
you will be promoted because issues like experience
and how you apply yourself will indeed be taken into
consideration. I thank you Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Last one.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. The
Honourable Assistant Minister has got this tendency of
not answering questions. My question is very straight
forward and very specific. Are promotions at your office
or ministry based on qualification? Be very clear about
it. If at all in the past years like you are saying, your
Ministry has been committed to upskilling, is it on long
term or short term basis? It will be of great help if you
can answer that so that the multitudes of people who
are here today but were not the other day can have that
knowledge.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! Ask your supplementary
question do not debate.
MR SALAKAE: It is interesting when people come
…...(interruption)…
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MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I always
ensure that I answer the Honourable Member as best
as I can. I think if there is a problem, he might be the
one to blame as he might have a listening skill problem.
Coming back to his question, yes, indeed the training is
based on both long and short term basis.
Whether our promotion is based on qualification, I
have answered that Madam Speaker. I have indicated
that we do not consider qualification only when it
comes to promotion; we consider several things such as
experience and how one applies himself or herself in the
workplace. I thank you Madam Speaker.
EMPLOYMENT OF REHABILITATION
OFFICERS FOR MOLEPOLOLE
DR T. O. MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Health and Wellness to state:(i) why it is not necessary for Molepolole to have a
rehabilitation officer to help coordinate disability
services;
(ii) when Molepolole will have a rehabilitation officer;
and
(iii) if she will consider employing at least two
rehabilitation officers for the village to help
improve the lives of people living with disabilities
and their families given the size of the population
and the vastness of Molepolole.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE):
(i) Madam Speaker, it is necessary to have a
rehabilitation officer to help coordinate disability
services in Molepolole and indeed in all districts.
However, rehabilitation extends well beyond
just disability services. My ministry is currently
providing rehabilitation services, including
disability services, in Molepolole to all clients
who are in need of these services.
(ii) Molepolole has rehabilitation professionals based
at Scottish Livingstone Hospital. There are two
Physiotherapists, two Occupational Therapists and
one Clinical Psychologist. Furthermore, these are
supported by nurses, doctors and health education
assistants in the provision of rehabilitation services
as they are part of multi-disciplinary team needed
in the provision of rehabilitation services.
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(iii) Madam Speaker, the current number of
rehabilitation staff and the supporting staff is
considered adequate to provide rehabilitation
services to people living with disability and their
families in Molepolole. However Madam Speaker,
consideration will be made to increase the number
in the future when the need arises. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
DR MMATLI: Supplementary. Madam Speaker, is the
Minister aware that this is the third time I am asking
a similar question and all the time he is talking about
other forms of rehabilitation when I am talking about
disability rehabilitation, rehabilitation for people with
disabilities?
Does he know the difference between disability
rehabilitation, Physiotherapist and Psychologist? Does
he know the difference between their jobs? Otherwise if
he does not know, does he agree with me that he is very
unfit to be in this office?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order!
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, certainly I am aware that the
Honourable Member is asking this repetitive question
for the third time. He did ask question number 524 on
Monday the 6th of July 2014, repeated the same question
527 on Monday the 6th July 2015 and repeated the same
question today on Wednesday the 8th November 2017.
So certainly Madam Speaker I am aware of his repetitive
questions that he keeps on asking.
In fact, in one of the questions, he did ask about
my understanding of the roles of these different
professionals, and I did provide that when I answered
Question No. 524 of Monday 6th July 2014. Indeed, the
information that the Honourable Member is seeking
has been provided. Therefore, since I have provided
this information, I think I am more than fit to continue
holding this office. Thank you Madam Speaker.
CONSTRUCTION OF THE FENCE ALONG
NOTWANE RIVER
MR K. M. SEGOKGO (TLOKWENG): asked the
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services when the fence along the Notwane river will
be put back in place to control animal movement from
Tlokweng into the city after being taken down during
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the construction of the sewer system along the Notwane
river.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. My Ministry is only aware of a five-meter
stretch of fence by the Gaborone Game Reserve that
was removed during the construction of the Gaborone
Sewer System Project along the Notwane river. The
project was long completed in 2012 and the fence was
reinstated immediately after construction. Actually this
morning, I toured the whole fences that control animal
movement from Tlokweng, and the fence is intact.
Probably Honourable can go and do due diligence and
also tour the whole fence, and he will; find it intact
Madam Speaker. Thank you.
MR SEGOKGO: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker and Assistant Minister. Perhaps you toured
the places which I did not. Definitely I would not have
asked this question without checking first. Maybe we
should go together so that you show me the fences that
you are talking about which are not the ones that I am
referring to. Thank you.
STAFF TURNOVER AT THE MINISTRY FOR
PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance
and Public Administration to state:(i) the Ministry’s staff turnover for the financial years:
2012/2013; 2013/2014; 2014/2015; 2015/2016
and 2016/2017;
(ii) the cost of the staff turnover for the above financial
years;
(iii) the Ministry’s staff turnover at strategic
management, middle management and operational
positions respectively for the same financial years;
and
(iv) the cost of the staff turnover for strategic
management, middle management and operational
positions for these financial years.
Later Date.
BREAKDOWN OF ECONOMIC STIMULUS
PROGRAMME PROJECTS IN MOLEPOLOLE

Wednesday 8th November, 2017

DR T. O. MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance
and Public Administration to provide a detailed
breakdown of Economic Stimulus Programme projects
in Molepolole, indicating the nature, amount allocated
and completion date for each of those that: (i) have been completed;
(ii) are ongoing; and
(iii) are still to be implemented.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR KWEREPE): Thank you
Madam Speaker.
(i) The project which has been completed in
Molepolole is Electricity Network Extension. The
project was completed on the 27th of October 2017
with a budget of P5 million.
(ii) Four schools have been connected with internet
under Phase 1 of schools’ connectivity project. Six
schools would be covered under Phase 2 which
is ongoing, and will be completed in November
2017. Furthermore, 13 schools will be connected
with internet in Phase 3 of the project which is
expected to be completed in April 2018. The
projects are funded under a national allocation of
P70 million in financial year 2016/2017, and P80
million for 2017/2018.
Madam Speaker, the design works of Molepolole
Through Road has been completed. However, the project
incorporates the design for the bypass, which is ongoing.
The ongoing project has been allocated P5 million for
the financial year 2017/2018 and it is expected to be
complete in February 2018. The construction works
for the road are to commence during the 2018/2019
financial year. The amount for construction has not
yet been determined since the bypass designs, which
informs the allocation, have not yet been completed.
The development of Ntsweng Site Museum and related
infrastructural development is also ongoing. The project
is implemented in partnership with Kgosi Sechele
I Museum who have sourced funds from National
Environment Fund. Architectural designs, water and
electricity reticulation, predevelopment archeological
rescue evacuations, fencing and management plans are
anticipated to be completed at the end of the current
financial year. The construction work is anticipated to
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start in April 2018 and it is expected to take 10 months.
The total estimated cost of the project is P20 million.
The project has a provision of P4.5 million in the current
financial year.
Madam Speaker, there are also 110 Self Help Housing
Agency (SHHA) Turnkey housing units in Molepolole,
with 59 units in Molepolole North and 51 in Molepolole
South. The units are at various stages of implementation.
46 units have been completed in Molepolole North and
the remaining 13 are to be completed at the end of
2017/2018 financial year. The project was allocated P4,
961, 251. 00. Molepolole South was allocated 51 units.
44 have been completed and the other seven are to be
completed by March 2018. The project was allocated
P4, 288, 539.00.
Under the SHAA Turnkey housing for officers on D4
and below, there are eight houses; Molepolole South
has been allocated four units, Molepolole North four
units. The four units in Molepolole North have been
completed. An amount of P336, 356 has been allocated
for the project. Two units in Molepolole South have
been completed while the other two will be completed
by March 2018. The four units were also allocated the
amount of P336, 356.
(iii) The projects which are still to be implemented are
primary schools backlog eradication project which
involves increase in classroom and teachers’
houses. Magokotswane Primary Schools is to be
covered in the last batch of Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP) which is during the financial
year 2018/2019. The project has a budget estimate
of P4, 828, 995.36.
Under the maintenance of education facilities project.
Masilo and Moruakgomo Junior Secondary Schools
will be maintained in the current financial year…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister Kwerepe,
if the answer is long, let us apply Standing Order 38,
because you are going to take more of question time. Is
it long, because if it is, then you can just summarize and
then give him the answer.
MR KWEREPE: The project is still at tendering stage
and the budget allocation with schools is P9 million. I
thank you.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
LIST OF
INTERNET

SHOOLS

CONNECTED

WITH
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Phase 1 (Completed)

the allocations. Everyone wanted to know the amount
they have been allocated. I thank you.

(1)

Neale Primary School

(2)

Sebele I Primary School

(3)

Canon Gordon Primary School

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps you can come
with a statement are request to update Honourable
Members. You can do that.

(4)

Kgari Sechele Senior School

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.

Phase II (ongoing)

MADAM SPEAKER: We spent a lot of time on the
answer to this question, now we are proceeding.

(1)

Bokaa Primary School

(2)

Lewis Memorial School

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Madam Speaker, this is
my question.

(3)

Masilo Junior Secondary School

MADAM SPEAKER: I know, but we have proceeded.

(4)

Motswasele Junior Secondary School

(5)

Sedumedi Junior Secondary School

MR SALAKAE: Minister, did you say we should defer
this one also?

(6)

Suping Primary School

Phase III

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait! Honourable Salakae,
which question is this?

(1)

Bakwena National Primary School

(2)

Boitshoko Junior Secondary School

(3)

Bonewamang Primary School

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

(4)

Borakalalo Primary School

(5)

Boribamo Primary School

MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait. We have moved on. I
said he should bring a statement so that you can engage
him.

(6)

Dithejwane Junior Secondary School

(7)

Kealeboga Primary School

(8)

Kutlwano Primary School

(9)

Kwena Sereto Junior Secondary School

(10)

Louw Primary School

(11)

Magokotswane Primary School

(12)

Moruakgomo Junior Secondary School

(13)

Phuthadikobo Primary School

(14)

Tshegetsang Junior Secondary School

MR NGAKA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, do you not consider it necessary for
you to give this Honourable House an update on ESP
instead of asking per constituency?
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Honourable Member.
Every constituency has its own challenges pertaining to
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MR SALAKAE: Question 11. You wrote me a note and
I did not know if you meant this one too because they
are two.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Madam Speaker, he
has misled the House. He has told this House a lot of
untruths about projects in Molepolole.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, he is sitting down; I have
not given him the floor. Sit down. Honourable Minister,
what untruths have you told? Let me allow him to talk.
DR MMATLI: Madam Speaker, the Minister is not
telling the truth. Are you aware Mr Minister that you
are misinforming this House? You talked about the
completion of electricity extension project, are you
aware that this is not true? There are a lot of poles at
Molepolole South, and some of them were not treated
well and they are eaten by termites but you are saying the
project has been completed, which project Mr Minister?
Again Madam Speaker, since you said I should answer
you, this Minister is always confused. I think he must
not be allowed to answer questions.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Dr Mmatli, do not talk to me,
ask the Minister a supplementary question.
DR MMATLI: He is very confused. I have also asked
him to outline projects; he talks about schools and
internet connection. I want to know which schools he
is talking about. He should not be general because he
is not telling the truth. He is saying there is progress.
I want him to be very clear and outline these projects,
where they are; the ones that have been completed
and the ones that have not been completed. He has not
answered the question.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: He will bring a statement. It is
better that way. Honourable Minister, he is saying that
you are not telling the truth, you can respond.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You cannot deny me a
point of order and allow another member on procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait.
HONOURABLE
procedure.

MEMBER:

Order

precedes

MADAM SPEAKER: I did not allow that.
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Madam Speaker. When
you ask a question, I answer it the way it has been asked
and this is what I have exactly done. You wanted to
know the number of projects that have been completed.
He did not specify which projects. This is a cumbersome
question that entails a lot of bringing together all the
projects that are under Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP). I asked what you asked me. Schools which you
say…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

STAFF COMPLEMENT AT THE MINISTRY FOR
PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance
and Public Administration to state the Ministry’s:(i) staff complement for the Financial Years:
2012/2013; 2013/2014; 2014/2015; 2015/2016
and 2016/2017;
(ii) wage bill for the above Financial Years;
(iii) staff complement at strategic management,
middle management and operational positions
respectively for the same Financial Years; and
(iv) wage bill for strategic management, middle
management and operational positions for these
Financial Years.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR KWEREPE): Madam
Speaker, I think he is quite aware of our agreement.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, stop
playing, we do not have time for that.
AREAS OF OPERATION COVERED BY SIR
SERETSE KHAMA POLICE STATION
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:(i) which areas of operation are covered by Sir Seretse
Khama Police Station;
(ii) how many police officers are currently manning
the station;
(iii) how many of these are Police Constables;
(iv) how many vehicles in the station are operational;
and
(v) if there are plans to fully equip Gaborone North
Satellite Police to deal with high levels of crime
in the area.

MR KWEREPE: I did not say the electricity extension
project is completed, you wanted to know the projects
that have been completed and I have given the answers
as asked. You are the one who is confused, ask straight
forward questions. Do not ask questions that are
ambiguous.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. The Honourable Member from Botswana
Movement for Democracy (BMD) has asked me to …

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Hey! Both sides,
order! Honourable Kgathi, I will send you out because
Honourable Nkaigwa is a Member of Parliament
representing his constituency, I do not want you to say
BMD here.
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, I accept the confusion.
MADAM SPEAKER: Do not stand while I am still on
my feet.
MR KGATHI: Oh! Sorry. Madam Speaker, I accept the
confusion following what happened in Bobonong.
Madam Speaker, Sir Seretse Khama Police Station
covers …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you know what Honourable
Kgathi, all the points of order and procedure that
Honourable Members are asking for is because of
you with your off comments. I do not know why you
mention Bobonong at this time. If you want to talk about
that, maybe you will do that some other time, not now.
MR KGATHI: My apologies Madam Speaker, but I am
the Member of Parliament for Bobonong.
(i) Madam Speaker, Sir Seretse Khama Police
Station covers the Sir Seretse Khama International
Airport, Block 7, 8 and 10, Ledumadumane,
Sebele, Gaborone North, Mmopane, Mmamashia
and surrounding areas.

you know that, that does not make much sense. We
as Parliament, deserve to know the number of police
officers that are manning that station for purposes of
informing the people that we represent.
The next question that I want to ask is that have you
considered reconfiguring your policing stations? You
know that the BBS Police Station also covers up to Oodi,
which also takes into consideration part of Gaborone
North. Have you thought of reconfiguring them for
better performance of your officers?
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Not yet, we have not
considered reconfiguring because the current ratio of a
police officer at the moment per the number of people
they service goes around 250 per police officer. As the
ratio begins to bulge, we will then be able to do that on
the base of statistics. As to whether I should divulge this
information, my friend I have responsibility for security
of this nation, therefore, I cannot compromise the
security of this nation by divulging information that can
easily be interpreted and used by our people or enemies.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, I just wanted to
ask which specific provision of the law precludes you
from divulging that information. Once again I want
to ask Honourable Kgathi if he aware that more or
less similar question was asked in this House and was
answered fully in the past? We can check the Hansard
but there was a similar question which was answered.

(i) number of police officers currently manning the
Sir Seretse Khama Police Station,

MR KGATHI: Why do you ask if at all you asked it
before? As I stand here, I am the Minister responsible
for security and I have answered it in this manner so,
if it was someone else who answered it that way, then
make reference to that. I will be able to look at it and be
able to understand the context in the manner at which it
was answered.

(ii) number of Police Constables at the station,

HONOURABLE MEMBER: He has not answered it.

(iii) number of vehicles at the station.

MADAM SPEAKER: Did he not answer? No he
answered.

(ii) Madam Speaker, in the interest of security, as I
said earlier, I am constrained to share information
relating to the:-

(iv) Currently, there are no plans to fully equip the
police satellite at Gaborone North given its
proximity to Sir Seretse Khama Station, which
provides all types of services. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, I think you cannot get away with
that reason that you cannot tell us the number of police
officers and even cars for security reasons. I think

8

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

Hansard No 189

HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: He says a provision of the law
that allows you to answer the way you are answering
now.
MR KGATHI: There are several pieces of law, the
National Security Act, the Police Act and other several
acts.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Inaudible)...
MR SALAKAE:
Supplementary. Let me tell
Honourable Minister of Justice that we have never
been told he is the most senior Minister in Parliament
such that whenever he responds, he despises us. When
are you going to answer questions which are of public
importance Honourable Kgathi? Yesterday, I asked
the same question and you refused to respond, then I
said this is in public domain then you said why are we
asking those questions. Honourable Kgathi, can you be
serious with this Parliament or else tell us you have the
obligation to despise this Parliament the way it pleases
you, we will also show you what we are capable of
doing.
IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOTSWANA
DEFENCE FORCE AND BOTSWANA POLICE
SERVICE
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:(i) what is being done to improve the conditions of
service for members of the Botswana Defence
Force (BDF) and Botswana Police Service (BPS);
(ii) if it is morally right for married couples to share
accommodation and what is being done to address
the situation;
(iii) when members of the BDF committed allowance
was last reviewed and when it will be reviewed;
(iv) to state the amount of housing allowance given to
junior officers residing outside the barracks; and
(v)

what is being done to renovate the ablution
facilities at junior officers barracks as they are in
a bad state.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Same question from the same Member and my
response is as follows:
Madam Speaker,
(i) the reviewing of salaries and conditions of service
for the Botswana Defence Force (BDF), the
Botswana Police Service (BPS) and the Prisons
Department is still under consideration vis-a-vis
the rest of the public service. It is imperative for
Government to look at the salaries and conditions
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of service in totality in the interest of equity and
balance between members of the disciplined
forces and the rest of the public service. However,
it is worth noting that the process of reviewing the
salaries and conditions of the entire public service,
including the BDF…My apologies I have made
a mistake, I wrote Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) here…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Laughter!)...
MADAM SPEAKER: You are not telling the truth. I
want you to bring it here so that I see it. Did you write
BDP?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Laughter!)...
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, I am making a
correction I am saying on my text there is an error
which has to be corrected because if I release this and
it has this error and I have not corrected it, it will be a
false statement. I am saying I am correcting the error
here, I have written BDP instead of BDF… and BPS
and Prisons Department has been set back by competing
priorities and demands on the public coffers. Over
and above these, the current economic challenges as
highlighted at paragraphs 24 and 27 of the 2018/19
Botswana Budget Strategy document presented by the
Minister of Finance and Economic Development,
Honourable K. Matambo, at the Budget Pitso he hosted
on 26th September 2017 has further set back the process
of review.
Notwithstanding, in 2015 Government introduced
a number of benefits for the BDF, BPS and Prisons
Department in the form of an X-factor for the members
of the BDF; and also increased the threshold for
commuted overtime allowance for members of the BPS
and the Prisons Department with a view to mitigate
some of the conditions under which the disciplined
forces work. Furthermore, the reviewing of the BDF
Act, the Police Act and the Prisons Act will address
some of the obvious shortcomings identified over the
years with respect to their conditions of service such as
early retirement and low pension thresholds.
Madam Speaker,
(ii) I should highlight that sharing of accommodation
by married couples is a concern and its elimination
is of priority to Government. Strategies for
addressing this entail construction, leasing and
acquisition of housing units for the BDF, BPS and
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Prisons Department as follows:BDF- the construction of 680 accommodation units in
various BDF camps…
MADAM SPEAKER: We are running out of time, can
you summarise?
MR KGATHI: It is very difficult Madam Speaker.
We are doing 200 units in Francistown and Gaborone
and leasing of houses from the Botswana Housing
Corporation (BHC) and the private sector.
For BPS, we have finished the construction of police
houses in Gaborone Block 10, Molapowabojang and
Mmadinare and the construction of police stations in
Mmathubudukwane, Semolale and Maitengwe as well
as the recent purchased housing units in Maruapula will
provide relief for housing accommodation congestion
affecting the Botswana Police.
for Prisons, the procurement of housing units from BHC
in Gaborone and Francistown as well as refurbishment
of existing housing units in Gaborone and Francistown
will also relieve officers of shared accommodation by
married couples.
Madam Speaker,
(iii) the BDF commuted allowance has not been
reviewed since its introduction, but its review will
form part of the overall review of the salaries and
conditions of service for the BDF.
(iv) the Housing Allowance for all members of the
BDF, irrespective of rank, who reside outside
the barracks in their own or privately rented
accommodation is 15 per cent of one’s basic
salary.
(v) the BDF Maintenance Unit is continuously
attending to maintenance and refurbishment
required for the Junior Barracks ablution facilities.
Additionally, an ITT is being floated to outsource
some of the more demanding maintenance works
and renovations, the contract is expected to be in
place by early 2018/19 financial year. I thank you,
Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is time up for questions.
Ministers can we please read Standing Order 38, you
should prepare a summary and then give the owner of
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the question the longer version. The time is now 14:46
there is no time for supplementary, time is up.
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order!
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure, I need to ask for something
Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, not regarding questions.
DR P. BUTALE: I need to ask for something Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Question time is up.
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Regarding questions?
DR P. BUTALE: About how we can continue because
time is up.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, it is up.
DR P. BUTALE: I am not saying we should go back,
can I just air something Madam Speaker?
MADAM SPEAKER: You should not be out of order
because I will be very angry.
DR P. BUTALE: No, I would not Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, I think this question we just ended
with is very important, it is of a particular interest to
me because I have asked it numerous times and this
Minister has given contradictory answers on several
occasions. Can we then agree as this House that this
question comes back tomorrow so that we can have time
to interrogate this untruth that this Minister has given?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you are completely out of
order Honourable Butale, you know very well that I do
not like that. Let us proceed.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following paper was tabled:
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANK ANNUAL
REPORT, 2016/2017.
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S
SPEECH
Motion

Wednesday 8th November, 2017

MADAM SPEAKER: Members, as you are aware,
today we commence the response to the State of the
Nation Address. In accordance with Standing Order
9.3.5, the Leader of the Opposition shall be the first to
respond to the State of the Nation Address. I therefore
call upon the Leader of the Opposition to respond to the
State of the Nation Address and he has been allotted as I
told you earlier, one hour thirty minutes to do so.
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR BOKO):
Thank you very much Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, we are in this House to serve the interests of
the 2.2 or so million other Batswana whose hopes for a
better tomorrow depend significantly on the decisions
this House is allowed to make. When we differ, as we
often do, sometimes quite animatedly, it should be
merely because we have different ideas about how the
greatest good for all who live, work and do business in
Botswana, and most importantly for posterity, can be
achieved. We must not allow the manner in which we
differ to suggest that some of us love this country more,
or less, than others.
At the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) we
yearn for a Botswana that works to deliver sustainable
“Prosperity for All”, within and across generations.
To us, the Botswana that works, is a country of laws
in which all are equal before the law and play by the
same rules; the persons and properties of all who reside
in it, regardless of their places of origin, are safe and
all enjoy unfettered human freedoms; the people’s
legitimate dreams are protected from state capture and
elite corruption. We strive for a country insulated from
the greed and mendacity of leaders, where people trust,
rather than fear, their Government and leaders.
The Botswana we yearn for, has a dynamic and rapidly
modernising economy whose growth is rapid, broadbased, inclusive and sustainable. We dream of an
economy that delivers decent jobs for all who want to
work and are able to do so. We want sustained nonmining real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth
of 6-8 per cent per annum to transform the economy,
and deliver full employment and a high wage economy
within five years. That is why we want the Government
to commit to creating 100, 000 decent jobs within a
year. The state of the nation’s wellbeing demands that
we debate how this is done, and not whether it can be
done, for we submit it definitely can be done.
The country and nation we yearn for takes care
of its weakest and most vulnerable, especially its
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children, women, poor people, the elderly, people with
disabilities, the sick, disadvantaged minorities, workers
and those who come to our country fleeing persecution
from their own governments: refugees. We weep when
they are persecuted in our country and in our name. We
want a country that gives those whose circumstances
point in the direction of despair, comfort and hope that
tomorrow shall be better. We will set the standard on
how people are treated and they in turn treat each other
We have a progressive view of development. Much like
the great Indian economist and Nobel Laureate, Amartya
Sen, we see development as freedom, including from
want, and as an exercise in the fulfilment of fundamental
human rights. Thus, we do not equivocate when we
proclaim that all who live, work and do business in
Botswana, regardless of income, tribe, race, or creed
have a fundamental right to development. God did not
create us in his image so that any of us should endure
sustained deprivation, whatever form it takes, whether
it be hunger, disease, homelessness or exclusion. Our
failure to accord every citizen opportunity to lead the
life they desire for themselves and their family is an
affront to God’s agenda for humanity.
The Botswana we yearn for understands that the nations
that will own the future are those that know the future
they want and invest well in it. They invest smartly,
adequately and effectively in their children to prepare
them to compete with their peers around the world, and
to position their country to prosper in perpetuity. That
means building a first rate public education system and
guaranteeing all children access to education that is
universally good. They invest in first-rate infrastructure
to undergird the economy and raise the external
competitiveness of their firms. They build productive
innovation systems to make people and knowledge
the key resources in driving competitiveness, growth,
diversification, resilience and sustainability.
The Botswana we yearn for is not too different from the
country and nation Batswana envisioned in 1996, when
they adopted Vision 2016, “Prosperity for All.” Since
then we have had three Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) Presidents to lead us to this future. The Vision
2016 cycle came to an end on 31 December 2016 under
President Khama’s watch. This being his last State
Of The Nation Address (SONA), the nation expected
the President to account for what his Government has
done over the last decade to deliver on the dream of
prosperity for all by 2016. We engage this SONA from
this perspective.
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We ask a few pertinent questions and confront painful
realities about this Government and its President.
On behalf of the people of this country, and in particular
its children, youth, poor people and workers, I wish
to register my great disappointment that the President
has blithely told them that their dream of inclusive
prosperity has been deferred to 2036.
The Record
President Khama took office on 01 April 2008, about
eight years to the end of the Vision 2016 cycle.
He defined his approach to the management of the
nation’s affairs in terms of five principles: Democracy,
Development, Dignity, Discipline and Delivery. We had
hoped that his Government would develop measures
by which it would objectively monitor its performance
and the targets that would define success at critical
points in what we look at as accounting cycles – the
Government’s financial year, the National Development
Plan and the long-term vision. The President and his
Government have neglected, refused and/or failed to
provide these marks and measures. This much we know.
It is a fact and reality that jeers at President Khama and
should haunt him well into his old age and indeed for
the rest of his life.
We in the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) will
measure the performance of our Government, not by
what it has done or how much it has spent, but rather
by the changes it has made in people’s lives and the
extent to which it has laid the foundation for sustainable
prosperity as our bequest to posterity. We are interested
in the numbers and proportions of people who are lifted
out of poverty and vulnerability to poverty, the number
of decent jobs created, growth in average real wages and
household incomes more generally, the share of national
income accruing to workers and the extent to which
inequality is reduced and inclusion achieved. We want
discernible improvement in the overall quality of life
of citizens and their enjoyment of basic human rights
and freedoms. We want to see educational performance
rising, access to quality basic services universalised
and the quality of institutions and the public’s trust and
confidence in them growing.
I address President Khama and say to him, when you
assumed the high office of President of the Republic in
2008, the national poverty head count ratio was 19.3 per
cent. One in four Batswana who wanted to work and
were fit to work (26.2 per cent) went without a job. The
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economy had achieved a sustained average real GDP
growth rate of 8 per cent over the decade preceding
your tenure. Our institutions, though imperfect, were
functioning satisfactorily. Our planning system, with
the then Ministry of Finance and Development Planning
in charge of planning, budgeting and development
coordination, was highly regarded as a model others
could follow. We had reasonably robust systems of
accountability. They were not perfect but they were
robust nonetheless. The Government and organised
labour were making progress toward better industrial
relations. Most important, the people were not afraid of
their Government even though we did have incidents of
people dying under suspicious circumstances in police
custody.
The Economy
President Khama will bequeath on his successor an
economy whose growth is slow, jobless, pro-rich and
fragile due in part to slow progress on the diversification
of both the economy and markets, and weak external
competitiveness. You are handing over an economy
in worse shape than you found it in 2008. Whilst we
appreciate the positive sovereign credit rating, this
macro level indicator should not take our focus from the
economy’s dismal performance at the microeconomic
level, where firms and households are facing difficult
odds. Business closures have become all too common,
household incomes are depressed, real wages are
declining, household debt is rising, the ranks of the
unemployed are swelling, vulnerability to poverty is
growing, and a growing share of our population has
become dependent on the safety net and Ipelegeng. We
catalogue these because they provide an unanswerable
reproach to the contrived reality the President sought to
present.
These indicators suggest that the economy is not
working for the average person. No wonder ours is
now the third most unequal society in the whole world.
This Government has failed on job creation, poverty
eradication, economic inclusion and the expansion
of opportunity for our burgeoning youth population.
Whereas Vision 2016 envisaged full employment and
zero statistical poverty by 2016, nearly one in five
Batswana are unemployed, and an almost equivalent
number subsists below the poverty line.
We urge the Government to challenge the country’s
economists - in Government, academia and the private
sector - to develop an alternative model for this economy,
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re-examine our economic policies and strategies, and
inject a measure of creativity into policy design. The
current dispensation, in which we muddle along seeking
to spend our way to success, and we throw money at
problems, is neither working nor sustainable, because
the days of rich mineral revenue yields belong in our past
and this is exactly what successive BDP Governments
have been doing, all the while mouthing platitudes
about economic diversification and transformation.
During the tenure of your Government, formal
employment grew at a slouchy 1.5 per cent per annum,
with the highest annual job growth rates registered by
public enterprises (4.6 per cent) and Ipelegeng (3.4 per
cent). From 2011 to 2015, enrolment at Ipelegeng rose
by 28 per cent. Public Enterprises and Ipelegeng cannot
be the primary sources of job growth for a country
with ambition for its young people. The overwhelming
majority of our Public Enterprises survive on heavy
government subsidies, while participation in Ipelegeng
engages people for only three months on low pay, little
work and zero development of functional capabilities.
In the private sector which accounts for 56 per cent of
formal employment, the rate of job growth averaged 1.2
per cent per annum between 2011 and 2015. Yet, over
this period, the labour force grew at an annual rate of
3.5 per cent. Juxtapose labour force growth and the rate
of job growth and you arrive at a terrifying conclusion
that we have an annual job growth deficit of two
percentage points. The message behind these figures is
unambiguous. There are no jobs for the unemployed and
the youth who leave colleges with diplomas and degrees
hoping for a job. Workers cannot expect wage growth.
Our collective wellbeing is eroding.
The most recent rate estimates put unemployment at 17.7
per cent of the labour force in 2015/16. That amounted
to 149,300 unemployed active Batswana job seekers
out of a total labour force of 844,050. Add discouraged
job seekers and the rate of unemployment rises to about
30 per cent. Remove Ipelegeng from the employment
figures and the gravity of Botswana’s joblessness and
exclusion becomes more apparent.
It is time to jettison the current economic model and
obsession with macroeconomic performance in favour
of a model that puts people, empowerment and jobs at
the centre of development management and strike an
optimum balance between macroeconomic performance
and outcomes for firms and households.
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We do not Mr President, share your optimism on the
economy not because the platform for success does not
exist, but rather because you propose nothing beyond
business as usual even in the face of a deteriorating
state of national wellbeing. To be sure, good fortune
is still smiling on us because “new” mineral wealth
has been found and indications are more will be
found. Though the “new” wealth does not promise
anything as stupendously productive as our diamond
assets in Jwaneng, Letlhakane and Orapa. It provides
a buffer against the depletion of these assets and the
underperformance of the non-mining and non-tourism
sectors.
We are not helping ourselves. We cannot depend on
good fortune and providence forever. We have a duty to
transform the economy, broaden and accelerate growth
as well as create opportunity for all to earn through
their own hard work and enterprise, the kind of lives
they desire. We must also convert our exhaustible
mineral wealth into sustainable alternatives, especially
quality human capital, innovation capabilities and good
institutions.
Democracy and Governance
It is ironic that in the end, the President who sold
democracy as a personal governing principle did the
most to take the country’s democracy backwards. In
the nine and half years, your Government has been in
office, it has not done anything to broaden and deepen
democracy. The all party conference died under his
watch. His Government clamped down on the private
media, denying them Government business, harassing
journalists, tightening regulation and taking the curious
step of announcing Government sponsorship for
Ministers and civil servants to sue newspapers.
Your Government has turned the two Government
owned radio stations, Botswana Television and the
Daily News Newspaper into propaganda instruments
for the Government and the ruling party, diverting
them from serving the core democratic function of
informing truthfully and fairly. They do not only deny
the opposition equitable coverage, but also insidiously
target events that are unfavourable to the opposition for
extended coverage.
If you need any quick illustration, ponder the fact that
when the President delivered the State of the National
Address (SONA), Btv was here to beam live to the
nation the President’s address. Three days later when
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it is our turn to respond they are conspicuous by their
absence. This is no accident. It is a deliberate and
aggressive promotion of conformity. It a shameless onesidedness that conspires to deny our people the benefit
of alternative viewpoints and place the Government’s
claims beyond the intense probing we deploy here.
We are denied coverage so that this President and his
Government may continue the political con game they
have played for so many years. We are beset at every
step by the dread and calamity of a President and a
ruling party trapped in dangerously outmoded patterns
of thought.
Two years ago, in my response to the SONA I stated that,
“It is about time we took our citizens more seriously by
broadcasting the proceedings of this House live to them.
That would truly take our Parliament to the people.”
Two years on, we are still where we were then.
We take this opportunity to call for progressive
democratic reforms, including full autonomy for the
Independent Electoral Commission, timely action on
the recommendations of election audit reports, public
funding for political parties to level the playing field,
restrictions on the use of public assets for party political
activities and self-regulation of the media. We reject
the Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) in whatever
shape or form they are presented. Our people have
stated that they reject the EVM and see it as an attempt
to undermine the integrity of the electoral process. We
reject the EVM even if it comes dressed up in some
fancy garbs that include the so called Voter Verified
Paper Audit Trail. I would like to warn this Government
that there will either be fair and credible elections in
2019, or no elections at all until this Government comes
to its senses. We will expose your claim to upholding
democracy for the illusion and the fraud it is.
A free and independent media plays a critical role in any
democracy. Our media may not always cover itself in
glory, but we have a duty to recognise the special role
it plays in informing and educating the nation while
holding the leaders and institutions to account. We call
for the further liberalisation of the airwaves, to among
other things, allow for community radio stations to be
set up. We demand that Btv and all state broadcasters,
be urgently released from their current stranglehold to
operate as proper public broadcasters and not exclusive
mouthpieces of the Government and the ruling party.
We have seen how social media has facilitated instant
communication and the rapid flow of information
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between people and institutions, as well as business
marketing and networking, especially for informal
traders and small and medium enterprises. We have
also seen how it can be used very effectively for
disinformation and nefarious purposes. These defects
notwithstanding, it remains a powerful force for good
and we urge extreme caution in regulating it. Let the
people network and speak to each other.
Your Government has also actively sought to weaken and
marginalise another powerful wellspring of democracy;
organised labour. The Public Sector Bargaining Council
has died under your watch; its death an inevitable
outcome of meddling in public sector bargaining by
the state. Your Government has also failed to recognise
labour as a stakeholder and partner in the resolution
of society’s economic and social problems, opting
instead for permanent conflict and the use of draconian
regulation to break labour’s back. This includes the
classification of virtually all public services as essential,
unilateral amendments to the Public Service Act and the
Trade Disputes Act and wilful violation of International
Labour Organisation (ILO) conventions on employeremployee relations.
The effects of taking this path are palpable. Public
servants are disillusioned and productivity in the
public service has suffered, with dire consequences
for service provision, including in critical areas such
as education and health. You cannot expect disgruntled
and demotivated teachers to produce good examination
results, or unhappy nurses and doctors to provide quality
health care. As the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC), we take the view that there is correlation
between industrial relations, work ethic, productivity
and efficiency. This is a significant point of difference
between the UDC and your Government’s view of
industrial conflict. Good industrial relations yield labour
market stability, which is good for our broader socioeconomic objectives. I ask the question that was asked
by Vladimir llyich Ulyanov Lenin; what is to be done?
He wrote a book with that title.
What is to be done?
As we see it, Botswana’s development challenges are
rooted in the closely related trinity of failed leadership,
governance failure and corruption. This unholy trinity!
They then become manifest as an economy that fails to
meet the expectations of its stakeholders, resulting in
the all too familiar problems of unemployment, poverty,
inequality and exclusion. Thus, in our view, Botswana’s
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problems require in the first instance, competent, ethical
and farsighted leadership. We know this because history
is replete with such lessons. Nations do not prosper by
chance or good fortune. The ever-present feature of
nations that succeed is that they are well led. I address
this to the people of Botswana more than this House
because they alone choose their political leadership.
When a nation chooses the correct leadership, such
leadership tends to replicate itself throughout the
nation, so that society is well led at all levels, and merit
prevails. We have elected the current political leadership
and our reward is a closed crony-capitalist system that
has captured the state and uses it to serve the narrow
interests of its members. Thus, we witness corruption on
an unprecedented scale with its beneficiaries acting with
impunity. Major projects are bungled, most probably
because corruption handed us the wrong executors,
and no one is held to account. People are appointed to
positions of leadership, not on the basis of merit but
on account of their loyalty to this corruptive rotten rife
system.
If the leadership challenge is addressed, the specifics
that we need to take will be easy to attend to. In our
view, the urgent priorities for Botswana are as follows:
(i) An alternative economic model for Botswana:
UDC will jettison the current economic model in
favour of one that:
(a) targets a GDP growth rate of six to eight per cent;
(b) seeks an efficient balance between macroeconomic
performance on the one hand and outcomes for
firms and households on the other;
(c) prioritises job creation and economic transformation
as central tenets of development management;
(d) makes markets work better for inclusion;
(e) pays special attention to Small Medium and Micro
Enterprises (SMMEs) as the vehicle for economic
transformation; and,
(f) Prioritises policy innovation in pursuit of the above
ends.
We will challenge our economic advisors in that manner.
We understand the deep necessity for authentic change
in our country at all levels.
This moment requires that we correctly understand
and interpret developments around us, including
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global thinking on development and the experience
of other nations. It further requires that we do so with
a solid and evidence-based appreciation of our own
circumstances, and willingness to reject the temptation
to adopt fixed frameworks of ideas as panaceas for
our problems. Thus, even as we embrace markets,
globalisation, trade and Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) as forces for good, as essential to our pursuit
of rapid, inclusive and sustainable prosperity, we will
reject fundamentalist globalism the same way we reject
market fundamentalism. Our development model must
be sensitive to our peculiarities.
(ii) Accelerated Job Creation: The circumstances we
are in, demand it. We have had a two-percentage
point gap between the growth rate of the labour
force and the rate of job creation for most of this
Government’s tenure. The result is a burgeoning
population of unemployed young people, a
growing proportion of whom have college degrees
and diplomas. Under current conditions, a UDC
Government will deliver 100,000 jobs within the
first 12 months of assuming office. I throw this as
challenge to you all. To achieve this we shall do
the following:
• Get BCL back into operation. That will deliver about
5,000 direct jobs at BCL and a further 15,000 jobs
in the rest of the local economy and the SPEDU
region. This is our real measure of the recklessness
of closing BCL in the first place without a rigorous
economic and social impact assessment.
• Through the relaxation of the onerous regulatory
demands on SMMEs and individuals, and the
extension of support services, we will liberate
thousands of jobs in the SMME sector. As we speak,
a large number of would be residential guest houses
have not been opened because of unnecessarily
strict requirements such as those relating to
parking and ownership of premises. Many farms
that should be integrating tourism and hospitality
into their operations are constrained by rigid land
use regulations. Many professionals are unable to
use their skills as trainers to employ themselves
and because of the cost and regulatory barriers
the Botswana Qualifications Authority (BQA) has
created. Easing these regulatory measures alone
or removing some of them altogether, will create
thousands of jobs.
• We will require that all Government projects,

Hansard No 189

15

Wednesday 8th November, 2017

including major ones, be deliberately designed
to include Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises
(SMMEs). This will include unbundling largescale projects to the extent they are not technically
compromised and efficiency is retained. For instance,
those who win large-scale construction projects will
not be given quarry and sand mining licenses in
areas where locals can provide those resources.
• Through focused and proactive agricultural
extension, willing landowners around major
population centres will be assisted to produce
agricultural goods – vegetables, poultry, pork for
which demand exists.
• We will explore and actively undertake as necessary
and advisable the production of medical marijuana
as well as industrial hemp to harness the unique
potential offered by these enterprises. We will enact
appropriate legislation to enable and facilitate these
unique areas of economic activity.
• We will reign in corruption to ensure that corrupt
politicians and civil servants do not steal employment
opportunities from the public.
• We will provide incentives for firms to hire young
people, train them and prepare them for the world
of work. This includes subsidies and tax incentives.
• We will use public procurement to influence
and leverage job creating and labour-intensive
procurement, while embedding fair labour practices
in public procurement contracts.
The key to creating the 100, 000 jobs is regulatory
efficiency. The undue and unjustifiably over regulatory
approach of this Government greatly impedes the
establishment and growth of SMMEs.
i) Medium Term and Long Term Job Creation:
Over the medium and longer terms, our approach
to job creation will hinge on three pillars, namely:
• Regulatory Reforms: We will create, through
policy, legislative and institutional reforms, an
entrepreneurship ecosystem that encourages
start-up businesses, the growth of SMMEs and
citizen economic empowerment. This will include
reviewing and raising SMME thresholds to expand
the population of firms eligible for SMME support.
For instance, the special dispensation the Human
Resource Development Council (HRDC) extends
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to citizen SMMEs in respect of the training levy
will then cover firms that currently are too big to
benefit from it. The reforms will also include the
development and implementation of a National
Employment Policy and infusion of employment
targeting into macroeconomic planning and
development management. In support of the policy,
we will mandate the conduct of annual labour
force surveys to provide up to date labour market
data to support planning, and the establishment
of an independent Labour Market Observatory
and a formal labour exchange, including online
recruitment.
• Value Chain Identification, analysis and
development: We will not create quality jobs
and sustain high growth so long as we export our
commodities in their raw form. It is a travesty that
the agricultural and tourism value chains remain
largely untapped. We will target these value chains
for development to unlock the jobs that reside in
down-stream processing activities in agriculture,
the expansion of the product offering in both sectors
and the development of upstream supply linkages.
Most importantly, we will carefully begin work to
more proactively promote the beneficiation of our
minerals and localisation of the quality engineering
and other jobs that we expatriate through raw
commodity exports.
• Reforming the education system urgently at all
levels: It is critical that we raise the quality of training
and align our education system’s products with the
needs of the economy and the development needs of
young people themselves. The crisis of quality and
performance in our education system also requires
an audit of the system early in the first five years to
set a baseline for take-off towards a more effective
system of education and skills development. The
reforms will include more focussed attention to the
learning environment, with a focus on technologies
such as tablets and the development needs of
teachers. We need a Government that is acutely
alive to the reality that in this day and age the most
economically significant industrial property is not
the machine but the design, and not even so much
the design as the capacity to innovate design in
process and product.
• Revamping our innovation systems: We may not be
a leader in innovation but the path to a high-income
knowledge economy is paved by investment in
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innovation systems. We will therefore invest more
and strategically in research work by lecturers,
teachers and students.
The Immediate Future
• This President and his Government have taken
us along a precipitous path and brought us to the
dead end of economic advancement. We must get
ourselves out of this mess. We must revive the
entertainment industry to free our people to drink
and drink alcohol, yes, but actively equip them
with the message and learning to do so responsibly.
We must move away from the paternalism that
impels this Government to seek to control when
people drink, party, enjoy themselves and engage in
leisure activities. Leisure is not just an opportunity
to unwind and catch up, it is a potential income
earner and economic activity. Our music industry
is dying. The performing arts have no platform for
expression and growth. The whole country is stifled
and suffocated. We wonder why we count among the
unhappiest people in the world.
In concrete and clear terms, we must urgently:
• abolish the alcohol levy and utilise the proceeds
thereof accumulated thus far for the establishment
of world-class rehabilitation facilities;
• remove all the current unreasonable restrictions on
the hours of operation of bars, night clubs and other
entertainment facilities.
• promote the growth of a local performing arts industry
by ensuring clear support for the arts by public
broadcasters and rewarding actors and performers
appropriately for their talent and creativity.
This forms part of the suite of urgent reforms that the
next President of this country must
undertake. He must also heed the outrage of the people
regarding the Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) and safeguard the peace and stability
of the country by removing the EVM
completely from our electoral process.
The many concealed levies and taxes imposed by
Government on our people must also come to an end.
Our people are made to pay way too much for some of
the most basic entitlements. The overbearing presence
of the Government has seen too many licensing
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requirements that are attended by exorbitant levies.
These must be abolished. There are too many restrictions
to doing business in a country that claims to be actively
addressing the ease of doing business within its borders.
We must truly become steeped in values of innovation,
flexibility and plurality.
Another very important area that cries out for urgent
intervention is the judiciary. Our judiciary
is in total disarray with its dignity and integrity shredded
by President Khama. Happily for his
successor, the tenure of the current Chief Justice comes
to an end soon after the departure of
President Khama. This presents a special opportunity to
appoint a leader of the judiciary who
will be both jurisprudentially outstanding as well as an
astute administrator who will restore
the dignity of our judiciary. Our judiciary boasts some
very able legal minds. It lacks a leader
and unifier who can inspire and guide it.
It now falls on the next President to find and appoint
such a lawyer to lead our judiciary.
Any mistake in these regards will prove terminally fatal.
We can only look forward to the next SONA under a
different President and hope that we will
be treated to something more serious than the lullaby
that was sung to us here.
Conclusion
It remains for me to thank President Khama that he has
himself assured us that he will leave
the Office of the President at the expiration of his term.
He undertakes to respect and uphold the
dictates of our Constitution. If he does, it will certainly
be the most important act of fidelity to
the Constitution of his entire tenure as President.
Otherwise he has had to be kept under restraint
by the courts on many of his attempts to subvert the
Constitution.
To all the comrades on my side of the aisle, I can do no
better than to repeat what I have said
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before about the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC). I have asserted to all of you that the

your old ways in order to resist the gravity of your
present position. I can only draw your

Umbrella for Democratic Change will not emerge from
some miraculous act of immaculate

attention to the words of that African American lyrical
maestro, Tupac, when he said,

conception; it must result from energetic debate, popular
decision, collective sacrifice and
constitutional creativity. It is an exercise in statecraft as
much as it is an enactment of soul craft,
which demands the best of our efforts and our humility.
It continues to embody, express and represent our ongoing quest for a better future for our
country. It articulates a deep sense of prometheanism:
the idea that we can raise ourselves
beyond the plane of ordinary existence in which the
mass of ordinary men and women allow

“Ain’t it funny
When it rains it pours
They got money for wars
But they can’t feed the poor.”
To the entire House I urge a hermeneutic humility: an
acknowledgment that all the
interpretations we posit and deploy are revisable. My
plea and prayer to all of you is that we
must use our spots, spirits and spaces to improve the lot
of our people and make our country a
scintillating example of true democracy.

themselves to be diminished. We belong together
because we are stronger together. We must

I am acutely mindful of the phenomenon of cognitive
dishonesty that occurs to people like yourselves.

fiercely resist whatever springs and urges impel us to
exist and operate as isolated and insulated

It now remains for me to gratefully acknowledge the
pleasure of your company and thank you

fragments drifting away from each other. We must find
each and hold each other firmly by the

for the privilege of your attention.

hand.
Plato advises us to be pious. He tells us that piety
involves the reverent attachment to all the
sources of good in your life and the people who gave so
much to allow you to be who you are.
I implore you all comrades, on that solemn note of piety,
to reach out and find each other, and
maintain unity.
To our colleagues on the other side of the aisle, especially
the Vice President, even as I feel the
pulse of apprehension, I say: your immediate task is to
overcome and transcend the distractions
and narcosis of habit and in a lot of ways dismantle the
faulty edifice attempted by your
immediate predecessor. Your biggest challenge is not
learning anything new, but unlearning
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Thank you so very much Madam Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time. Thank you very
much.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! On that point of
hermeneutic humanity…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS:…(Laughter!)..
MADAM SPEAKER: I will say to all of you, the floor
is open.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR G. B.
BUTALE): Thank you Madam Speaker for giving me
this privilege to respond to His
Excellency’s State of the Nation Address.
Let me start by saying that President Khama in his ten
years as a leader of Botswana has left a legacy that
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generations to come would interrogate. I am sure many
books will be written about his leadership but I am
just thankful that he was an unafraid leader, visionary
and a doer. I did not want to respond to Leader of
the Opposition’s response because I hold him in high
regard as somebody who once taught me the law at the
University of Botswana, safe to say that...
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Procedure.
Madam Speaker, I wanted to remind you to check the
time.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, each one of you is given
45 minutes and therefore, he was given 45 minutes. The
time is fine, proceed.
MR G. B. BUTALE: I have always wondered why
I am a member of the Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP). I sit and wonder if it is because my parents and
grandparents both on my mother and my father’s side
were BDP members. Is it because I grew up amongst
BDP activists but today I think I got an answer, it has
to do with a belief system. If I had a leader who speaks
about planting marijuana, even if my leader today
speaks about planting marijuana to create 100 000 jobs,
we part ways immediately.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Laughter!)...
MR G. B. BUTALE: Immediately. I am wondering if
100 000 people plant marijuana, what about the other 1.9
million, what are they going to be doing? Are we going
to smoke it? Where is that taking the country? I do not
know, I think for me the answer is settled. I cannot join
such a party ever. I think Batswana will never vote for
such vision because it is not vision, it is total darkness.
Madam Speaker, let me go on with my response and not
waste any more time on twaddle. I believe as I have said
before that we are on the cusp of greatness as a nation
and as a people. I am reminded of William Shakespeare
when he said, “There is a tide in the affairs of men,
which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune. Omitted,
all the voyage of their life is bound in shallows and in
miseries.” Botswana is a unique country that must be
protected, it is the only black nation that I know that is
well-run, prosperous and able to achieve any accolades in
the whole world. Without Botswana, the psychology of
the black man everywhere would be forever tormented.
We find this country as a gift from our forefathers as it
is and from the Almighty. Our parents and grandparents
have brought us this far on both sides of the aisle. It is
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up to this generation particularly to take Botswana on
another gear and if we are to fail in that regard, history
would judge us terribly.
How do we move Botswana now, in the next five or
10 years to become a first world country? I would say
that, I have ideas that I believe could take us somewhere
and none of them includes the planting of marijuana.
Prosperous countries have attained prosperity through
targeted and selective immigration. There is no
country anywhere in the world that has reached serious
economic transformation without a huge influx of talent
from outside their borders. America is currently the
greatest nation in the world, it was built by immigrants
and immigration, whether you are talking about
Canada, Australia, Dubai even the Rwandese miracle
came about because of inward immigration. With two
million people, we cannot become serious players in
any economic order, it is almost impossible. You need
at least four million people to be able to generate the
required economic and manufacturing momentum to
attain first world status. We need as a matter of urgency
to go around this path and allow targeted, selective
immigration of some two million people at least into the
country. The effect of this will result in the need to build
cities and these cities will provide employment and
ramp up the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). If we do
this Madam Speaker, we attain first world status within
our lifetime. I am a Christian, I believe that all men are
created in the image of God and that we should accept
all of humanity. I am not saying we open the borders
and allow each and every person who want to come to
Botswana to do so; selective and targeted immigration.
There is no country in the world that has ever attained
economic transformation without first having an
agricultural revolution. It has not been done anywhere.
We have water and land Madam Speaker; we just need a
vision. I was talking to a colleague the other day and he
was telling me that all the land in Botswana everywhere
belongs to someone. Somebody has got a claim to all
of the land in Botswana. Of all the agricultural land
in Botswana, I would say that perhaps from the top of
my head, 70 per cent of that land is unused, unutilised,
lying more or less fallow. Even the other part of the
land, 30 per cent that is being used, it is people like me
who really…I have a two-hectare farm, 550 kilometres
away from here and I am going to be ploughing maize,
sorghum and millet and watermelons; no marijuana…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: And marijuana.
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MR G. B. BUTALE: No marijuana. Madam Speaker,
it is such people who have this pride in their land but it
is not being put to optimum use. I believe that for us to
have this agricultural revolution, we need to aggregate
this land that is unutilised or underutilised. Aggregate
it and create economies of scale. Anything else would
amount to be a waste of money and resources.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

Madam Speaker, still on the issue of infrastructural
development, America made amazing leaps in its
economy because of the new leadership that came up
with new ideas. They call it the new deal. Somebody
would come and build this magnificent hoover-dam
and the highways and so on and so forth and all of
these infrastructural developments kick-started other
developments in the economy. Botswana needs a dual
carriageway from Ramatlabama to Ramokgwebana.
Once we have that dual carriageway Madam Speaker,
it would become like arteries that would convey goods
from the north to the south of this country, in and out
of Botswana. It will create the necessary movement to
propel the economy to greater heights.

Coal to liquids; I am proud to say that my Government
is moving in this direction. An investment of P60 billion
on coal to liquids can be paid off in five years or less and
in the subsequent years, the profits from such a project
could run into billions. A coal to liquids plant has
offshoots of petrochemical industry and other incidental
industries. We have uranium in our country. Licenses
are being awarded, but what is disheartening is that the
idea is that we let the people from the west to come and
take the uranium to their countries to make electricity
and so on and so forth. We ourselves want to take the
uranium as it is and just ship it out. Why can we not
power the whole of Africa with our uranium? All the
electricity in Africa coming from Botswana. Why can
we not have 30 per cent of Government revenue coming
from the export of electric power? We have a university
that aspires to be the best in the world in Palapye.
Batswana are such talented human beings in the world.
Even here in Parliament we have a lot of talent. Some
of the Members of Parliament here are from the Ivy
League Universities like Honourable Gaolathe and the
other Honourable who wants to grow that other stuff
that side. We have talent in Botswana.

Madam Speaker, the Information Communication
Technology (ICT); we cannot move without the
required investment in ICT. We have the best fibre
optics in the world. The only problem is what the ICT
experts call the last mile. Taking the connection from
this huge pipe from Namibia and Mozambique, when
it reaches Gaborone, we take this super highway in a
much smaller conveyor system. That is what is slowing
down the internet connection in Botswana. That is what
is hindering this restless desire to move into that field
by many young Batswana. We have to deal with this
last mile connectivity challenge Madam Speaker. Our
Government is moving towards e-Government and
hopefully paperless Government where in the not so
distant future, we would have to attend meetings even
here in Parliament without all these papers Madam
Speaker. I am sure we are generating tons of these papers
every month whereas we all have laptops and iPads
provided by the Government. We have the necessary
sophisticated infrastructure here, where we really could
be going towards the paperless route. Even in Cabinet
we really do not need pens and papers. Maybe I will
get into trouble. We do not even need to attend Cabinet,
we can have it in our offices through interconnected
television.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR G. B. BUTALE: Did you say I smoked marijuana?

20

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion

Hansard No 189

MR G. B. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, still on
agriculture, for years we have been crying about the
shortage of milk produced in Botswana and how we
have to import vegetables and fruits. We have the land
and water, we have the brains, it cannot go on Madam
Speaker.

Madam Speaker, still on mining, the Government has
a mining company but Botswana has got an intangible
wealth that in business is called goodwill. This is a
wealthy country. Wealthy beyond belief. We have the
goodwill, we have the systems, we know how to run
things properly and for some reason we are not too
corrupt. These are assets that you do not find so readily
in the rest of the continent, but we are not exploiting this
intangible wealth. We can have our own Anglo-America
and mine in Africa and in the rest of the world, but to
do these things Madam Speaker, we have to do them
on purpose. If we do not do these things the restless
unemployed youth will force us to do them. If we do
not do these things, the finite diamond resources that we
have will force us to do these things. It is this generation
of Members of Parliament, so many of you here who
are by political standards young people; by political
standards 90 per cent of you are young and so much has
been given to us. So much has been given to us Madam
Speaker, so much is expected.
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I have been to Rwanda, Rwanda is not wealthier than
Botswana by any stretch of imagination but they have
this restless desire to innovate, to move forward. When
I was in Rwanda, I realised that if they continue like
that in a decade, we will be looking at them as our elder
brothers.
I have been to Mauritius Madam Speaker and is no
way near as wealthy as Botswana, but it is considered
to be ahead of Botswana. They do not come close to
Botswana in many aspects, but the reason why they are
considered to be better than Botswana is that Mauritius
believes their story, they believe in themselves. We
are humble people; our humility sometimes borders
on humiliation of ourselves. With such a mindset, it is
almost impossible to move up, because for nations to
prosper it is not in the natural resources that you find
yourselves endowed with, it is not even in the size of
land, population, but it is in the will power of the people,
in their hearts and minds.
When I was studying history many years ago, I had
a very excellent history teacher Mrs Makunga. She
taught us about Hitler and the World War II and she
said something that I have always remembered in my
life. I remember that she once said that in World War
II Germany had fewer soldiers numerically, but they
were able to hold more or less of the rest of the world
for years in war. We asked her how they did that and
she said that, “the Germans believed that one German
soldier was equal to ten of the enemy,” just a belief!
Sometimes a belief becomes real. I could give a more
practical belief system here in Parliament, Madam
Speaker. We believe that the opposition will never take
over Government, we believe it so strongly that even
the opposition themselves believe it now. That is why
they make blunder after blunder because they have
been overpowered by our belief. They have to first of
all overcome that psychological belief before they can
move, otherwise 2019 they will lose; 2024 they will
lose; 2029; even when the donkey has horns they will
still lose, because they do not believe that they can beat
us and that is true indeed.
Madam Speaker, I have come to the end of my
presentation, but I would like to say, if we do not dream
and do things on purpose, we will not leap forward. Let
us have ideas, for example; a dual carriage way from
Ramatlabama to Ramokgwebana …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
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MR G. B. BUTALE: Hey! I want it so much if
Honourable Masisi could say that on inauguration day, I
would be excited and other such projects like high speed
train from Johannesburg to Gaborone, leaving every
hour or every 30 minutes. What will happen is that you
will get people moving from Johannesburg to come and
stay in Gaborone, leaving in the morning and coming
back in the evening.
Having Formula One race in Gaborone just like in
Singapore, you use the roads that you already have. It
can be done and people will tell you that the Government
does not have the money. Money follows ideas, ideas do
not follow money. If we desire to make Botswana a first
world country in our life time, we will do it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You do not speak like a
Member of the Botswana Democratic Party.
MR G. B. BUTALE: How do you expect me to speak?
To speak about Marijuana and that is when I will be
signifying that I am modern, liberal, open minded and
drunk? Mr Speaker, I believe that we need movement
in our economy with all these projects and ideas. It is
this movement that will have a domino effect on the
productivity levels and quality of education of this
country. Once you get this movement, it will permit all
the factors of the economy, and what we will build here
in Botswana will truly be an economic miracle. People
are impressed by what they see. The other day the Greek
Foreign Minister passed by and my Minister graciously
asked that I host him. Before him, I cannot remember
who came through our offices and said, “Your country
is so clean, you speak good English.” When they said
these things, I thought they were classing me, but they
were not. What they wanted to say is that, what we find
here is unique, it is different.
With those few remarks Mr Speaker, I say that we must
compete with the best in the world and let Botswana
Mr Speaker reach its full potential. You cannot have a
promise or a dream that goes on and on forever, without
realisation and this is the generation of Members of
Parliament that should bring the realisation of the dream
to pass. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): Thank you very much
Mr Speaker for having given me this opportunity to air
my views on the State of the Nation Address (SONA). I
will just start by elaborating one or two things which are
very important in this Parliament. (1) I am very happy
to have heard Mr Boko, the Leader of the Opposition
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delivering his speech. Indeed, I am so humbled to have
listened to him very carefully. His deliberations were not
as good as I expected. I am actually ashamed of a leader
who talks of marijuana in Parliament and embracing it
as a substance that will heal people, be a medication and
that will help everybody. I am so touched by those kind
of words. I have never ever in Botswana heard a doctor
prescribing marijuana as medication that would heal
somebody and if indeed that doctor is around, today I
would definitely ask Mr Boko to come forward and give
me that doctor because I have some complications in
my body that need to be healed. Maybe that medication
would help me get healed. Definitely I am so touched
by the words of Mr Boko. I am surprised to hear such
a leader who wants to lead the country talking about
marijuana as a healing substance to the rest of the
country. I think there is something wrong that needs to
be clarified and we need Mr Boko to come and clarify
this because he is wrong.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Do not make noise. Honourable
Markus, if you want to yield for him, you can do it, if
you do not want, indicate so too.
MR MARKUS: Yes, not now my brother, I will give
you later. You want to derail me from what I am saying
and I do not want that. I just want to assure you that
what Mr Boko has just clarified in this Parliament is
totally unacceptable by elderly people and even small
children. Advising children to go and take marijuana,
small children that we are grooming. We are trying to
tell them to restrain from taking marijuana and someone
is talking about marijuana in Parliament. That is totally
wrong.
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of order.
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a certain man who recently visited the President called
Sir Richard Branson; he is one of the champions of
the medicinal use of marijuana. So what Honourable
Markus is alleging that Honourable Boko is encouraging
children to smoke marijuana is not true. He talks about
the medicinal use of marijuana.
MR SPEAKER: I heard you. Honourable Markus you
may continue. I do not know how you interpreted him.
MR MARKUS: I heard Mr Boko very well. I always
listen to him, he is a close friend of mine and I respect
him. The only thing that he said is… I think children
and adults in Botswana are all the same. If marijuana
is going to be medicine used by adults, automatically it
will revert to children and they will also use it. So, I do
not know what Honourable Keorapetse is talking about.
I think he needs to be taken somewhere. Can you deny
a child medicine and let them die?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MARKUS: You should also give them that
medicine to try it out. So, definitely Mr Boko has
shamed the country of Botswana today. He has shamed
the people of Botswana, people who were following
him and I think they have seen that they do not have
a leader. I think they must choose another leader, not
him. What he has just said now even you on that other
side are ashamed of it. I can see your faces; you are all
ashamed of Mr Boko.
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of order. This cannot be
allowed.
MR MARKUS: Mr, I am on the floor. Are you saying
this cannot be allowed? Keep quite. What are you trying
to say?

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, you first
sought for clarification, and when it is not successful
you now attempt a point of order.

MR SPEAKER: Order!
Honourable Keorapetse.

MR KEORAPETSE: If we do not correct the words
mentioned by Honourable Markus then they are
going to mislead. He is accusing Honourable Boko of
encouraging young children to use marijuana and if
he did not get a copy of his speech then that would
be unfortunate because there is not a single paragraph
in Honourable Boko’s speech where he encourages
children to smoke marijuana. What he is talking about
is the medicinal use of marijuana. Mr Speaker, there is

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Members.
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Members.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR KEORAPETSE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, he
is imputing improper motives that we are ashamed of
Honourable Boko. I associate myself 100 per cent with
what he was saying about medicinal use of marijuana.
Like Richard Branson who was hosted by the President
of this Republic who is a champion of medicinal use of
marijuana...
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse, we have
heard your point.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! No!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Keorapetse, do
not take it personally, calm down! Honourable Markus
is on the floor debating, please listen to him.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He said we are ashamed!
MR SPEAKER: Yes, I heard him saying that. I believe
he is still continuing with his debate, we will hear how
he concludes. Please continue Honourable Markus.
MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): To add on that
Honourable Keorapetse, if at all that white man you
are talking about came to Botswana to tell people here
to take marijuana as a herbal substance, I think he was
wrong because we do not use that here. We are not even
going to accept it. It is illegal in Botswana and if you
take that substance, you go to jail my friend.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): Point of
order. Mr Speaker, I kindly request that we get back on
track. Sir Branson was here on a different matter and he
is not here to defend himself. Marijuana in Botswana is
illegal, if he were to smoke it here, we would arrest him.
Please let us not talk about someone who cannot defend
himself here. I beseech you.
MR SPEAKER: You are telling the truth Mother of
the House. I think they were just saying it in passing.
Honourable Markus continue with your debate. Please
do not talk about that man, he is not here.
MR MARKUS: I also got disappointed by the words
of the Leader of the Opposition saying that we should
prolong the drinking time. You know when you drink,
you must really drink; that is what he was saying...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MARKUS: When you drink you must drink; you
must not play...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
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MR MARKUS: Enjoy your drinking. Well, we are
not a Muslim country here. I do agree that we should
allow drinking of beer in our country but if you were
to allow people to drink beer throughout the day and
night because it is their democratic right to do so, are
you saying we are building up a nation? We are not!
We are actually killing them. So you as a Leader of the
Opposition Honourable Boko, you should refrain from
saying such kinds of words because we are all looking
up to you to say, “no, stop drinking, it is enough, put
some money aside for your children…”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MARKUS: “…go and sleep so that your health
can be maintained.” That is what you should be doing
Honourable Boko. What you are doing now is wrong.
You want people to drink beer day and night and you
pretend to be a good leader. No! You are a bad leader sir.
You do not do that!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MARKUS: Then you take marijuana and you put
on top, and you say you are making yourself high. That
is wrong!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MARKUS: It is wrong Sir; you do not do that!
People are listening to you today very carefully and I
am telling you Honourable Boko, people will not follow
you from now onwards because of what you said. I
think you should stand up and apologise to the nation
because what you said is wrong, and apologise now not
tomorrow. You should apologise today because that on
its own is a damaging statement that you put forward to
your people. I do not agree with that Honourable Boko.
I have watched very carefully when the President gave
the speech three days ago, I was watching everybody,
every move, every head, every nose; everything. You
know what I have discovered; I have discovered on the
other side of the aisle that people were not frustrated,
people showed hate. There was too much hate on
the speech of the President. There was just hate, not
frustration but just hate. I could see it…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Mr
Speaker, I can hear what the Honourable Member is
saying and I allow him to talk like that. I have never
shown any hatred to the President nor to his speech and
he should not make that assumption about me. I request
him to withdraw those words.
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MR SPEAKER: I agree with Honourable Mokgware.
Honourable Markus, please correct your statement.
They are saying you are implicating them.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR MARKUS: I am sorry if maybe I touched his heart.
What I am saying here is my opinion...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MARKUS: That is my opinion. The way I looked
at him, he did not appreciate anything that the President
was saying. That is what I am saying. That is my
opinion and not his opinion, unless maybe he has got
his opinion, then I would understand...
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Markus!
MR MARKUS: I have nothing against them. I am sorry
if I touched your heart sir. I am sorry sir.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Markus, you
could have just said that, looking at some of them, they
seemed as if they were filled with hatred. So, if you
encompass all of them then it means even those who
looked so serious and absent minded would be purported
to be hating someone when in actual fact, when they
are naturally ugly. That is why I am saying you should
correct your statement.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, what are you
complaining about now?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, Mr Speaker I heard
you saying we are ugly. You said, “our natural ugliness”
Do you want to tell us that we are very ugly?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! …(Laughter!)… No! No!
That is not what I am saying Honourable Mokgware.
Sometimes when someone looks so serious and absent
minded, you might assume that they are thinking of
what you are also thinking. So, that is why I am asking
Honourable Markus to correct his statement; maybe he
misread your facial expression like you said. Continue
Honourable Member.
MR MARKUS: Okay! I think I have done my part
because Honourable Mokgware does not want me to
say that…

24

Hansard No 189

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are starting again.
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I have been listening to Honourable Markus
there and I was saying, can we not check him, because
he sounds like someone who has smoked marijuana.
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, you are the one getting
out of order. You are completely Honourable Kgoroba,
I cannot believe that you could address another
Honourable Member in that manner. Honourable
Kgoroba!
MR KGOROBA: I withdraw Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Let us get back to business Honourable
Members. Honourable Markus, please continue with
your debate.
MR MARKUS: I thank you so much. I think I have
touched the hearts of some people here. I think they will
repent from where they are and try to see what to do
from now onwards.
The other thing that I wanted to say Mr Speaker, is to
acknowledge the President when he said the mining
sector has actually improved our country’s economy. I
really appreciate that and we believe in some years to
come, the mining industry will automatically fall out
and we are looking forward for other avenues that will
bring income to the country.
The second possibility that would come in, you know
the avenue that would come in that we all know about
is tourism. We know that tourism is actually based in
the north and I am getting worried because our roads
there are so bad. We need to bring more money into
maintaining our roads that lead the tourists to the tourist
attraction areas like the delta; the Okavango Delta and
Chobe National Park. Our roads are so bad that if you
drive today, say from Shorobe to the delta, people do
not want to drive anymore. Even the tourists do not
want to drive anymore. If this thing carries on for a
very long time, I can foresee tourists not even visiting
the Okavango Delta because of our roads. We need to
improve on this so that we can bring in more tourists
into our country to bring in more revenue that will boost
the country. I think this is very important that we need
to do.
The road from Shorobe to Mababe is so bad, we
need to rehabilitate and tar the road so that we boost
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the economy. If you go to other places like Namibia
for instance, if you get out of Shakawe on the way to
Mohembo Border on the other side, you will find that
their roads are up to standards; very good roads. They
lead to the national park, so a lot of tourists go there and
use the road. We need our tourists to use our roads rather
than flying at all times.
When we grew up, there were no mines in Botswana,
and tourism was not the thing of today. We all knew
that cattle farming was the income by then, but I can see
that cattle farming is dropping. We need to improve on
our cattle farming, especially where there is Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD). We need to work hard with the
Minister, with everybody to find long lasting solutions
that could eradicate FMD once and for all. This has to
be done. We eradicated malaria. We have the institute
that manufactures that kind of medicine in Botswana. It
is high time we work hard and eradicate FMD once and
for all so that we have cattle farming. We should bring it
back as one of the income for our country. We know that
every Motswana is capable of running that business. I
can run it, I can go to my cattle posts, sit down and rear
my own cattle. I do not need to be qualified to do that.
This will benefit all Batswana. We need to bring that
back into reality. I think that would definitely help a lot.
The President spoke about the Maun Terminal Building
that will be completed in 2021 or so. We are so happy
about that; it will bring in more tourists into our country.
There is only one thing that I am worried about, we
always do the glass houses. We do not need a terminal
building in Maun which is made out of glass. We need
a building that is made out of something that would
represent the tourist attraction in our country. I urge the
Minister responsible for this project to intervene and see
to it that they produce the building that will benefit the
tourist attraction; resemble what we have as a tourist
country.
I was also pleased to have heard the President speaking
about increment of salaries of Headmen of Arbitration.
We are so humbled and happy about this because for so
long these poor people have been suffering. They did
not have much to do; they did not have a pay slip. From
now on they would be in a position to have a pay slip
that they would produce at the bank and say, this is what
I earn and I deserve to qualify for P100 000 as a loan to
benefit my future plans. We really appreciate what the
President has said.
The other thing is, long back when we started, we knew
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very well that clinics and hospitals were very far from
people...
MR REATILE: On a point of procedure. Thank you
Mr Speaker. There is a challenge here, there are a lot
of mosquitoes in this holy place and we will end up
contracting Malaria which the Honourable Minister just
indicated has been eradicated. Is there anyway these
mosquitoes could be cleared so that we have a good stay
in Parliament?
Mr Speaker, it also looks like when the premises was
cleaned, a powder was sprayed on the carpet, so our
shoes are all covered with this white powder.
MR SPEAKER: I hear you Honourable Reatile, as for
the mosquito let us hang in there, they will attend to it
when the House adjourns. Proceed Honourable Markus.
MR MARKUS: I was still talking about the clinic that
at least we have heard from the President’s speech that
84 per cent of our people have access to clinics within
a radius of five kilometres. This is something that you
should all accept and appreciate because long before,
we knew that people would travel even 20 kilometres to
go and see a doctor. We are very happy about this, and it
is a step forward that we really appreciate.
Ipelegeng workers are over 60 000 in Botswana, it is
commendable. We should appreciate it. 60 000 is not
a joke, it is a big number that we should all appreciate.
Some people especially on the other side of the aisle do
not take Ipelegeng as something that alleviates poverty
within our country, but it does. The P500 that you get,
obviously you will buy mealie meal, sugar; at least you
have something to lean on for the rest of the month, you
have something to eat for the rest of the month. You do
not go hungry for the month and yet people…
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of clarification. The Honourable Member is
debating very well, maybe he should also explain that,
during Kgotla meetings the people are the ones who
make a request for Ipelegeng workers to be increased, So
I wonder whether those who are against this programme
never receive any requests during Kgotla meetings
from their constituents, for the increase of Ipelegeng
workers. When we have Kgotla meetings in Honourable
Mokgware‘s constituency for example, the people
trouble us asking for these workers to be increased.
MR MARKUS: Indeed, it is true Minister. In most
Kgotla meetings that I address, there is a concern that
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there are some Opposition Members who would move
around telling people not to…
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I tried to ignore this but I will not be fair to
the Honourable Member if I allow him to continue
saying that the Ipelegeng programme is a measure to
alleviate poverty. I just wanted to bring him to order
because this House will soon go out of order if we leave
the Honourable Member of Parliament to misrepresent
the statement made by the His Excellency the President.
He said it is a temporary measure to cash in, not to
alleviate poverty. That is what I wanted to put across, so
that the Honourable Member does not deviate from the
initial statement, when in actual fact, he is a Member of
Parliament who is supposed to represent us well. Thank
you.
MR SPEAKER: You must raise it through a point of
correction.
MR MARKUS: I think I will have to go to his
constituency and help the people there understand
exactly what Ipelegeng is all about. I think he just does
not understand.
What this means is, the way I understand it, Ipelegeng
is not work. It is there to help somebody. When you say
alleviate poverty, it is a temporary measure that indeed
for that time only, you have been alleviated, you have
been helped for that particular time. You did not have
any means of buying mealie-meal so, you have been
helped for that period.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: The word alleviation is
too big.
MR MARKUS: It is big as much as it can be small.
You can use it on a smaller scale. I can be alleviated
from poverty for three months. During that period, I am
okay. There is nothing wrong with that, unless you say
alleviation is a long term thing.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Speak Setswana.
MR MARKUS: O a ntholela. (Meaning to wish
someone a bad omen)
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Smoke marijuana.
MR MARKUS: Do not forget that we are there now,
we are high.
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The Vision 2036 which people have been talking about,
is a continuation of where we are coming from. It is
a continuation and we are still going. We are moving
forward to 2036. We are not in one place so, we are
moving forward.
With all these few remarks, this is what I had wanted
to contribute on. I must express my disappointed on
Honourable Boko, he must come and apologise to this
House. What he said to the people is wrong. It belittles
Batswana to say that they should use Marijuana as
medicine. That is wrong! Thank you very much sir.
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. We are both in good terms that is why you
always call me.
MR SPEAKER: Now what are you talking about.
MR RANTUANA: Let me also comment on the State
of the Nation Address as presented by the President
of Botswana. I want to firstly point out that I am
disappointed that I did not manage to pick anything
concrete from his speech. When I compare this
speech to the one he gave last year, there is not much
difference. All he talks about is what they intend to do
as Government, he has not stated their achievements.
Those who wrote the speech for the President have
erroneously numbered the pages. There is need to
conduct extensive research in preparation for the State
of the Nation Address. A research to determine what we
have achieved in this country and what programmes
we intend to implement. We do not want to find topics
such as Ipelegeng, Information and Communication
Technology (ICT), etcetera in the speech whereas there
is no information on the State of the Nation.
State of the Nation Address should enlighten us on
what we have achieved in the last 10 years and progress
made. Now the first page, first paragraph has been
copied word for word. I thought that since the President
is approaching the end of his term in office, in the first
paragraph he could have said, “ we have worked together
in the past years and these are our achievements,” I am
bidding you farewell, and I am leaving you in the hands
of someone else who will carry on with what I did not
implement.”
When we look at what he spoke on, Vision 2016
came and passed. It had pillars such as educated and
informed nation and compassionate society. What we
are witnessing currently is an educated and unemployed
nation. Informed; I am not very sure if our nation
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is informed. We have an educated and unemployed
nation and it is still going to continue. If 2016 pillars
were implemented, we could have at least 30 per cent
of university graduates being employed. I thought the
President would say that but he did not. We have been
having over 80 per cent of unemployed graduates every
year from technical colleges, universities and other fake
universities which are not accredited. They have been
producing the so called educated, but unemployable.
What are we doing? He could have told us that right
now …
MR KEORAPETSE: Elucidation. Thank you my
colleague. I have heard some getting surprised when
you mentioned fake universities. We are aware that
such universities or tertiary institutions exist. My
former classmate whom we studied political science
together is teaching business management there due to
unemployment but never studied it.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: In Botswana?
MR KEORAPETSE: In this country. It is true
about these fake institutions. They are destroying our
children’s future. They are mushrooming around malls
and no action is taken. I wonder why they are surprises
because they are the ones who brought them and they
have shares in those institutions.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you the one
Honourable Goya?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable Keorapetse.
You gave a solid example. They were not surprised
because they know that they have played a role in these
fake universities.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): Point
of order. May a correction be made to the statement
that was given that, we played a role in these fake
universities, please!
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, why did you
have to spoil your debate with something which is out
of order?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you. If you were not
surprised, then you did not play any role in it.
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Rantuana.
MR RANTUANA: I withdraw sir.
MR SPEAKER: Okay, then you can proceed.
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MR RANTUANA: The truth is we have not been
informed of the numbers of graduates who have been
employed. The only thing that has been mentioned is
the Education and Training Strategic something Plan, if
you visit schools right now, 90 per cent of them do not
have equipment in their laboratories. Laboratories have
been turned into teaching classes...
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): Clarification. I would like to correct the
Honourable Member so that he use the right name, it is
Education and Training Sector Strategic Plan. I thank
you.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Assistant Minister
Goya. Do you also agree that 90 per cent of the schools
do not have equipment in their laboratories. Biology and
chemistry are taught on the black boards, laboratories
have become extensions of classrooms. So, if you could
update us on the education strategic plan including future
plans then I would say the State of the Nation Address
has achieved its mileage on education. The State of the
Nation Address has been silent on education geared
towards developing this country. The play grounds at
primary schools have been used to expand classrooms.
Pre-school classrooms have not been catered for, instead
one class has been constructed in those play grounds
to accommodate pre-school students. You should have
updated me on your achievements not story telling
about education.
When you bid farewell, you give a full report on your
achievements. Right now, these preschools that are
meant for strategic planning, the classrooms are built
on play grounds and students have nowhere to play.
The preschool students also do not have resting rooms
because that is crucial. That is a problem because there
is no update on what will be done.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
AND COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI):
Elucidation. Thank you Honourable Member.
Honourable Member, some of the aspects have been
mentioned in the past year and now we are dealing with
issues for this year. If my memory serves me well, last
year Ministers of Education stated that there are no
classrooms and they have requested for money to revive
science laboratories.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mother of the House.
Indeed we are both on the same boat but I was just saying,
it is important for us to have an update on what we have
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achieved so far, not to be told about the request for funds
that has been submitted because that is not the issue I am
concerned about. My issue is, what achievements have
we made concerning the employable society so that
we move away from the social welfare society under
Honourable Tsogwane’s portfolio…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, check the
quorum before you leave.
MR KEORAPETSE: Elucidation. Thank you
Honourable Member. The reason why there is no
update on the achievements made is because when
these promises are made, there are no time frames as to
when they should be fulfilled. There is no commitment
as to what will be done per financial year concerning
the equipment in school laboratories. There are never
quantifiable deliverables, never, so, it is difficult to hold
them to account.
MR RANTUANA: That is absolutely true Honourable.
There is no commitment made. As if that was not
enough, the Government put another load of brigades…
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Procedure. Mr Speaker, I know that you are a very
careful person but you must observe that other Members
who are making interventions and not holding the floor
should not interrogate or question what other Members
have commented on because we do not have access
to them. We cannot engage them but can only engage
the person who is holding the floor. If you make a
substantive comment, how do we engage a Member
who is not holding the floor?
MR SPEAKER: Yes sir, I will pay particular attention
to that.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Government
has given herself a heavy burden regarding brigades.
After the Government took over the brigades, she totally
forgot about them such that there is no mention of them
anywhere. Brigades used to have boards and trusts,
generating money for themselves except in a few cases
where others failed along the way, but those that…
MR GOYA: Elucidation. Thank you Mr Speaker,
and Honourable Member. Last year, Ministries were
restructured and plans were still underway to determine
which departments should fall brigades will fall under
the Ministry of Tertiary Education, Research, Science
and Technology and which ones should be under the
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Ministry of Employment, Labour Productivity and
Skills Development. The rationalisation process is at a
completion stage and thereafter the nation will be given
a full report. No update could be done about it last time
because it is not yet complete. I thank you.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable Goya. Yes
sir, I am aware of the rationalisation process of the
brigades but my concern is that, the workshops that
they used to utilise at the brigades for their practicals
are empty. Procurement in education is a nightmare
including the toolkits which they do not have, and what
they used to be taught in the workshops is now done
in classrooms. How are we going to work with people
from Brigades who only know theory but no practical
training.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. Yes
Honourable Member, you are right when you talk about
the rationalisation process of brigades, when it was
done, they did not assess what other courses focused
on. As you know, headquarters of our brigade were at
Ramotswa, and it combined Gabane and Tlokweng
brigades. During the rationalisation process, they
transferred fashion/textiles students from Gabane to
Tlokweng but accommodation and machinery were not
catered for. So, these are the challenges that the Ministry
of Education did not assess. Funds were also not enough
to provide this new arrangement, that is why nowadays
we will find that learners qualify whereas they have not
done any practicals.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable Major
General, that is the case. We could have been consulted
regarding the rationalisation process of brigades. We
could have improved the procurement of materials at
the brigades so that our children can be able to learn.
We could have also created a vote for funds generated
from the projects that the students do. Right now when
they make money through their projects, where should
they take that money, to government? By so doing,
the development of brigades will lag behind because
funds will be used for other priorities which brigades
are not part of. You could be saying, brigades which
are able to have projects that generate funds should do
them, and have their own vote which they can use to run
their institution. We were going to achieve an educated,
informed, and employable nation if we were following
your strategic plan Master Goya. It is unfortunate that
there is nothing that has been achieved looking at the
measurables that we were given last year.
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Let me now talk about health. Our health system is
a problem; nurses are not happy; there is shortage of
medication at the clinics. I was expecting the President to
tell us that a clinic will be built at Magope in Ramotswa
in 2018 through the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP). That has not been included. What am I going to
tell the people at Magope? Is the clinic still going to be
built in 2018, will medications be available at Lutheran
Hospital, will Central Medical Stores (CMS) have
improved their procurement procedures?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Yours.
HONOURABLE MEBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR RANTUANA: You know which one you are
taking. Do you not know which ones you are taking?
We could have been told that CMS is able to dispatch
medications to hospitals well on time. Right now we
would be told that CMS has destroyed so many pills and
diabetic and hypertension patients would be told to go
and buy their medication at pharmacies. We expected
to be told that 70 per cent of medications is available in
clinics and hospitals. I would agree with that, but this is
what is reported to us; ’20 per cent of Batswana are not
physically active,’ how will they exercise when they are
hungry? You exercise when you have eaten.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs!)…
MR RANTUANA: You exercise when you have eaten
reducing energy. When you try to exercise when you are
hungry, you feel dizzy.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR RANTUANA: 44 per cent of Batswana are obese.
Really! Is this the kind of report that should be brought
to Parliament as the State of the Nation Address? They
have included you in that figure Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: I withdraw; I withdraw Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana.
MR RANTUANA: Sir!
MR SPEAKER: Do not do that.
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MR RANUTANA: I withdraw unconditionally.
MR SPEAKER: I do not know what you are talking
about.
MR RANTUANA: I withdraw. 44 per cent consume
alcohol…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Mother of the House, refrain from
that 44 per cent consume alcohol, I do not know which
institution came up with this 44 per cent but I doubt it
is Statistics Botswana. People who consume alcohol are
more than 44 per cent. It has shown that the brain and
blood require alcohol. That is why they put alcohol in
your aspirin for all of you who do not consume beer.
You should know that you drink alcohol in the panado.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Your blood needs alcohol so, do not
label alcohol as evil.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: No, I am not justifying alcohol
consumption but I am saying, alcohol is necessary
for your system. Read 1 Timothy 5:23, it says, “Stop
drinking only water, and use a little wine because of
your stomach and your frequent illnesses.”
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR RANTUANA: If you keep reducing alcohol in
your body to the lowest level, you will end up with
a problem of joints. What is this thing? The doctors
know, arthritis. Lack of alcohol in your blood will result
in arthritis. So do not take that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: They are there. Dr Madigele is
here, ask him. We should not be given a report about the
statistics of people who consume alcohol. I think that
one is not relevant. Onetime when I was still a student, I
asked how medications were manufactured. 99 per cent
of all medicines have alcohol…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: No, even panado has alcohol. We
should not be told about 44 per cent of people who
consume alcohol. We were not given the statistics of
those who use marijuana and those who are drug dealers

Hansard No 189

29

Wednesday 8th November, 2017

because we could have received these figures from the
Minister of Defence, Justice and Security, where is he?
Oh!
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tsogwane, we are going
to lose quorum if you go out.
MR RANTUANA: He could have told us the statistics
of those who deal with drugs and what we intend to do
with them. We are in trouble. Honourable Segokgo was
asking about the border which I have long asked about.
People enter through that border carrying bad things,
we should be given an update about that border. The
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services should have briefed the President regarding
the upgrading of that broader. We do not know where
vehicles that enter through that border carrying bad
things proceed to, these are the things we should be
updated on.
MINISTER OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT,
SPORT AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT (MR
OLOPENG): On a point of clarification. Thank you Mr
Speaker, thank you my friend Honourable Rantuana. I
heard you saying that, things like drugs and marijuana
were not mentioned in the State of Nation Address
(SONA) by President Khama. So, are you saying you
are against the entry of marijuana into this country?
MR RANTUANA: What a waste of time. Whether
Marijuana was planted or imported from outside the
country, it does the same job. So I wanted an update
on what the Government is doing with regards to
marijuana that has entered into this country and the
one that is already in this country, and the percentage
of people who overdose marijuana, just like it has been
indicated that, 44percent of people consume alcohol
and 22 percent are obese. They could have also given
the percentage of those who are underweight like
Honourable Olopeng. Furthermore, I expected the
President to state what the Government is intending to
do to give those who are underweight nutrients so that
they can reach the recommended weight. I do not even
know the recommended weight because we were just
given figures of overweight people.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Ok its 60. You are saying 60
because you are already over 60 years, and will soon be
receiving the old age pension at the post office.
Let me now go onto the issue of public service…
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Wait Honourable Rantuana,
Honourable Moswaane can you sit properly.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I now go to
the public service, nothing has mentioned as to whether
the performance of the public service has improved as
compared to the past years. Salaries in the public service
are very low and their morale has gone down. You will
find a married police officer in the rank of Sergeant
who has children and other dependents earning a salary
of P3 500; long service and good conduct. This same
police officer works at night running after thieves while
bomakgorwane who earn more money are sleeping.
MR SPEAKER: You are starting! You are starting to
do what I have been reprimanding you for. Please do
not do that.
MR RANTUANA: I withdraw, Mr Speaker.
A full Sergeant of 15 years of service, long service earning
a salary of P3 500, can this not lead to corruption? This
leads to officers seeking ways in which they can sustain
their families which leads them to engage in corrupt
acts. Right now promotions are lacking behind because
of nepotism and boot licking. There is no how other
employees can get promoted if they are not favourites to
their supervisors. Skills and qualifications are no longer
a prerequisite to promotion and that is why things are no
longer done accordly in the Government sector, because
those who are on higher positions are not qualified. For
an employee to be promoted they must have a relative
within the Ministry or be a bootlicker, an employee
will never progress without these two. Boot licking and
nepotism have killed the work force in the public service.
I am glad the President is aware of these issues even
though he did not mention what he intends to do about
them. He said corruption and nepotism are there in the
public service, it is not like all public servants practise
this, their leaders are the ones who are corrupt. He said
the most rampant corruption is on construction and land
allocation. He is telling the truth and it is not like these
people are doing this intentionally, they are forced by
their low wages like I have said at the beginning.
One other mistake that the Government has made
which she needs to withdraw was allowing public
officers to start opening companies yet she is not paying
them enough. So, now most of senior public officers
are in three payrolls, the payrolls of the Government,
a company and the contractor. These things make
Government projects to suffer because, whenever
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their companies are not awarded tenders, they always
sabotage and during meetings with the Minister, they
dictate what will be discussed . That is the biggest
mistake the Government has made for allowing public
officers to own businesses. The Government could have
increased their salaries so that they can concentrate on
their work, now they have companies which compete
with other companies out there. Although there is a
department of Public Procurement and Assets Disposal
Board (PPADB), those working in that department
always inform the owners of companies how much they
can bid for. Public officers companies should be banned
I expected the increase of salary in the public service
and all companies that have public officers be removed
from the system. This will avoid money being enjoyed
by only a few in the public service.

quickly mention that about the public service.

Once more there is this issue of Presidential briefings
within the public sector and this thing has dropped
productivity. You will find that a land board secretary
goes straight the Office of the President to brief the
President without having to go through the Permanent
Secretary or the Minister. They brief the President with
wrong information, and there is no one who will come
and tell the truth.

Moving on to Citizen Amendment; it is also a huge
concern; our children especially those of us residing by
the border lines who have parents from South Africa
and Botswana or Zimbabwe and Botswana are forced
to denounce their citizenship to become foreigners. A
child will be born here, he/she does not have or know
any relative in Zimbabwe but is forced to denounce
citizenship. Who is she/he going to find there? Rather
than the Office of…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction Mr Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Who are you correcting?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I am correcting you.
You are very wrong.
MR RANTUANA: Let us hear what he is saying.
MINISTER OF LAND MANAGEMENT, WATER
AND SANITATION SERVICES (MR MAELE):
On a point of correction. Mr Speaker, let me correct
Honourable Rantuana, before this can be recorded in
the Hansard. Honourable Rantuana the Ministerial
briefs that are done at the Office of the President are
responsibilities of Ministers, the Minister is the one
who briefs the President. There is no how a land board
secretary can brief the President, if anything they would
have briefed their Minister, but overall the briefings are
done by the Ministers not a secretary. Do not mislead
the nation. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Maele for the
correction, proceed Honourable Rantuana.
MR RANTUANA: I disagree. I did not mean to
frighten you comrade but they do briefings. Presidential
briefings contribute to failing of the projects, I wanted to

Moving on to people with disabilities; they are
completely overlooked, they were mentioned in only
four lines. It is not indicated how they will be assisted…
there is one policy of 1994 or 1996 which was supposed
to be adopted by Parliament… where is the Minister of
Health? It is not tabled I do not know why. Minister, you
should table the policy so that we adopt it in Parliament
as it will assist people with disabilities. You should table
it, we want it. We know very well that it is drafted and
has been completed since 1994, it is old.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is for 2004.
MR RANTUANA: Is it 2004? You could have corrected
the President, now you are telling me.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Offices? Hey! I said do not tell me,
you could have told the President not me. Why did you
not tell the President?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, address me.
MR RANTUANA: Currently there are students at the
University of Botswana who are doing third year and
they are informed that they are no longer sponsored
because they are Zimbabweans. That student was
Motswana three days ago after three days when he/she
wants to progress to fourth year he/she is informed that
you are not Motswana we are not sponsoring you. You
are ruining the lives of our engineers and doctors with
policies which are full of jealousy. I do not think it is
a difficult task to give the student back his/her Omang
and allow him to continue with his/her studies then
denounce citizenship after. Honourable Members let us
rectify that, we are ruining the lives of our children.
Information and Communication Technology (ICT);
Mr Speaker, this Parliament could be live but is not and
I do not know why because it is a very easy thing to
implement. How can we fail if we are able to broadcast a
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match at Francistown? There is equipment, I am talking
about something I am knowledgeable in, I once worked
in radio a long time ago when I was young.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana, you are in my
case today, you are provoking me every chance you get,
I do not know why.
MR RANTUANA: I withdraw Mr Speaker. We have
a satellite uplink which does outside broadcasting,
Department of Broadcasting has such a vehicle. We
do not need any studios here. All what is required is
to simply connect three or four cameras to the outside
broadcasting vehicle and then beam to the uplink which
will broadcast to the public. It does not need P3 million
not even P1 million. I do not know why Parliament
cannot be live. Why not rather ask those of us who are
knowledgeable and experienced in the field. Right now
you will hear the Minister saying they need P3 million,
how does he account for the P3 million?
All equipment is available, we recently said we are
going digital but we are now quiet. We do not know the
cost measures of the digital migration. The set top boxes
are being donated at Radio Botswana (RB) but when it
was presented here it was a business initiative, where
are they now Honourable?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They have been given to
Kwerepe.
MR RANTUANA: Are you saying they were given
to Kwerepe? Kwerepe is clueless. The world is now
advanced in terms of ICT. Honourable Butale earlier
said that there is a big fibre which needs to be connected,
a 3mm pipe so that we can also be advanced but that
is impossible. Currently the world is going to the fifth
generation of electronics, we have not even reached
there. In 2020 the world will be using 5G and we have
not yet reached there, when are we going to advance if
we are refusing…the internet connection in Parliament
is even poor.
Water; Honourable Maele, the dams are full, the pipes
are empty what is wrong? You could have apprised us
why the pipes are empty and the dams are full. What is
your problem Honourable? You and Water Utilities must
work harder, we want water, we do not want excuses.
Excuses are the ones flowing through the pipes every
day, why? What is the problem? Honourable you pull
up your socks. This is causing a concern Mr Speaker.
At my constituency area of Ramotswa, there is water
flowing everywhere but when you get home there is no
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water. Pipes are leaking, if you report at Water Utilities
they say they do not have a vehicle. I do not know if
a vehicle is a plumber, supervisor or what. We are in
trouble. Right now the President could have informed
us that we have restored water full blast or 90 per cent
of the villages are connected to water. That is what he
could have addressed us on but currently 90 per cent of
the villages do not have water, they have pipes which
are useless. Have you seen people staying at Maun who
have water but do not have drinking water? Even at
Chobe they have water but they do not have drinking
water. Dineo has brought us water, you were indicating
that you cannot make it rain, well we made it rain. Bring
water.
MR MAELE: Clarification. Mr Speaker, I believe
my colleague did not read the President’s speech.
Honourable if you can read…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR MAELE: No, I was trying to point out to you that
when the President talked about the issues regarding
water, he also explained what we are going to do going
forward to try and improve the water situation in this
country; we know and we acknowledge that there is
water shortage through the whole country. If you read
the paragraph in which he was addressing the water
issues you will see just how he tries to explain the matter.
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you. I was
saying he should have told us what it is that he has
managed to achieve not what he is going to do because
he has almost finished his term. I should not have
allowed your point of clarification because you did not
answer my question. Another issue of corruption that the
President talked about is that of land allocation. There
seems to be lot of problems surrounding Land allocation;
some people applied for land in 1993 and they still have
not been allocated land. Foreigners however own lot of
land and have lots of properties all over Gaborone and
other areas. You wonder how someone who arrived in
this country in 2000 can own 300 flats while I lived in
this country for over 58 years and I have none. There
are lot of land commissions that the Government never
act on their recommendations like Lesetedi Commission
and Mmusi Commission. Land corruption still continues
and it is quite clear that it is not taken seriously and the
President is about to finish his term and he has not told
us what it is that he has achieved regarding this matter.
He stated that Mr Masisi will see what to do after five
months. We are tired of land corruption. Honourable
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Segokgo asked about a certain foreigner in Tlokweng
who have dug through Notwane River in order to create
his own water supply; this goes against our believe that
a guest must conform to certain level of behavior. The
Minister concerned said they are still trying to see what
action should be taken; this is corruption at its best!

those who will speak after you can understand that. We
do not do that.

In conclusion, I would like to say that corruption is at its
highest peak and the perpetrators are stubbornly doing
it; the Government formed a temporary Court of Appeal
in order to make it possible to give some land to some
foreigners who wants to construct a golf course because
Balete people are not wealthy enough to make one. You
form a temporary Court of Appeal and it rules, that land
is not yours...

MR SPEAKER: What is your point of order Mother of
the House?

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR RANTUANA: Corruption is made by a Government
that form a Court of Appeal to rule against the judgment
of the High Court. Five mere Judges are brought in from
England; three of them mainly as a temporary fix to take
away Kgale area which was bought by the monies of our
fathers. It was bought...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Do not call them mere
Judges.
MR RANTUANA: They are because I do not recognise
them…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana!
MR RANTUANA: This is corruption at its best...
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Rantuana!
MR RANTUANA: Yes!
MR SPEAKER:
speak…

When we are in Parliament we

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you Mr
Speaker…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON- MOITOI): Point
of order. I think it may be out of order Mr Speaker if
you did not give Honourable Rantuana the opportunity
to clean up the record on those words because you have
reprimanded him and he has not had the opportunity to
clear his name on the record...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Only he can clean the record
and he has to do that unless he does not want to; he has
that right.
MR SPEAKER: I have advised Honourable Rantuana
against that; Honourable Boko was lucky that I did not
say anything when he also spoke badly about Judiciary.
He said it lacks leadership. That is wrong just as it will
be wrong if they were to say that this Parliament lacks
Members that can think. You may continue Honourable
Majaga.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like to
take this opportunity to appreciate the state of the nation
address by the President. It is part of the constitution
of this country that he does it and we are grateful that
he indeed did that. Before I continue to appreciate
him, I would like to point out that the people that I am
representing of Nata-Gweta, who were highly affected
by the cyclone referred to as Dineo …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Majaga, they are natural
disasters.

MR RANTUANA: We are running out of time Mr
Speaker...

MR MAJAGA: That is what I was going to say. They
said that they were disappointed that they were not
visited and given the best assistance that they could
possibly get during the natural disaster. They asked me
to pass on this message.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Rantuana, we
choose the right words when we speak about any
Government department in this house. It is very
important to do that. I am correcting you so that even

We congratulate the President; there is no other like
him. That one is very true especially for some of us
from the Nata-Gweta constituency which is the size of
Lesotho. As the President, he did not feel discouraged

MR SPEAKER: Order! When we are in Parliament we
speak …
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to visit the people to hear directly from them what they
are lamenting about. He did that throughout the country,
he covered many constituencies. For that we should
be grateful. Since he is a Member of this House; if it
were not for other engagements, I would have loved to
say these words in his presence. It should not be as if
we are thanking him in absentia. He did that diligently
throughout the country, without considering who the
representative for that constituency is. I just wanted to
say we should be grateful for that Honourable Members.
As the President was giving the state of the nation
address, when he assumed office in 2008, he drew his
5Ds road map which I have been hearing Members
talking about. That was a yardstick for what he wanted
to achieve. I would like to point out that if one is a
leader, it does not mean in running the country one will
do everything. A country is run by Councilors, Members
of Parliament, Public Service employees and so forth.
Today I would like to bear witness for him; I am saying
this because I once said it when I was with him in one
of the areas I am representing. I once said in the 5Ds the
one on “Delivery,” the incoming President who shall be
ascending to the seat in April; the one who has already
been selected, even God knows; that President should
pay close attention to this issue of Delivery because it
is a challenge in this country; but the hardship is not
brought about by those of us who are lower ranking
public service employees, it is done by senior public
service employees who could be helping and ensuring
that services are running smoothly. In the President’s
roadmap, the way he had drawn it, putting up the
5Ds, he should know that he did not fail on this aspect
of Delivery. He did his best, but the public service
employees who do not want to work; who are not
willing to ensure that services are taken to the people
despite the responsibilities bestowed on them by the
Government are failing. I would like to say on the 5Ds,
this Delivery, as leaders we should pay close attention
and find out why services are financed but yet unable to
reach the people. If I can cite an example, in an area, one
individual would be given 20 tenders and the District
Commissioners will just be watching, the next time we
blame the President. No, the man has done an excellent
job. I wish we could be saying this in his presence. From
there such a non-performing officer would be paid by
this very Government.
Last time I said we should decide to allow public
service employees to contest for elections so that they
become Members of Parliament because it seems they
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are untouchable. Others end up forgetting what they
are supposed to do, they end up aligning themselves
with partisan politics from there they start saying our
Government is failing; but then again it is this very
Government which is going to pay them. I kindly
request that they should be accorded an opportunity to
contest for elections.
That is why we are failing to provide services in this
country. We would be pointing a finger at the President,
the Vice President, and Ministers; yet Permanent
Secretaries have been employed (PS). In other ministries
there are even four Deputy Permanent Secretaries,
Directors, from there that is it. When we go for elections
we form a Government, the next thing we point a finger
at the President.
Your Excellency, we thank you sir, you did your job
excellently. Let us ensure that these things are done. I
was still thanking the President for his roadmap of 5Ds.
I heard some Members talking about it, criticizing it
unaware that this person had a vision; a strategic plan
based on his Ds. Others disabled him to achieve it so
that in the end he will be blamed and accused of failure;
yet offices are full of people. I really have to voice this
out because this is a cause for concern; it is prevalent
in this country, particularly in our constituencies; it is
predominant.
Moving on Mr Speaker, as I have already pointed out
how the President did his best, we are very grateful.
Just some time ago, there were remarks that they do not
see him relinquishing power; that he is going to be like
those leaders in the countries I cannot mention. He has
said it in this Parliament that he is going to hand over
the baton. In other countries that is not even mentioned.
One would say, “I am going to hand over” the next
thing there would be chaos and so forth. He said it in
Parliament that, “My Deputy will be taking over come
April.” That is true democracy, a shining democracy
in this republic whereby a retirement is spoken about
openly. He openly said it before Parliament; the very
institution which makes laws for order and good
governance of this country. Having said that, we are
very grateful that Batswana have heard him. Those
who thought there would be commotion have seen that
indeed this is a country for people who love peace.
Mr Speak it will be a mistake if I do not thank some
Ministers whom since the President needed such people,
as he bid us farewell during the State of Nation Address,
he deserves accolades from us. He was not working
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alone though, he had some assistants. We also need
to thank them because Ministers are also Members of
Parliament but they worked closely with their President
whom they love very much to carry out the assignments
he was giving them so that Batswana would be able to
see their presence in certain areas as well.
Coming back to the President’s speech, it has been
pointed out that the Nata area is now free from Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD). Batswana have long awaited
that declaration. That is history in the making for that
area because life will now start to improve because
their lives are highly dependent on agriculture. It is
something that we are very grateful for that before the
President retired he left that area disease free because it
has been some years, maybe 40 or 30 plus living with
Food and Mouth Disease. That is something that will
help Batswana in that area and Batswana in general; if
one needs cattle when they are this side, they would be
able to buy them and do other duties and the country
would progress. I have to applaud that from the Speech
presented by the President. I support that we deal with
the challenges in the Ngami and Maun areas.
Even in the absence of the President, the status quo
should remain, that the meat from those areas be sold
in other markets as well, the Francistown and Maun
Botswana Meat Commission abattoirs could also
work, and lack of unemployment be addressed as well.
Unemployment has become the national anthem, this
unemployment should not only be a concern to the
President alone, it is for the entire Batswana, what are
we saying about this situation. When we take Botswana,
I think in Southern Africa or even in the world, we are
the only country which has job creation programmes.
These programmes were evident as the President was
giving the State of the Nation Address. These are the
programmes geared towards job creation. It may look
like the President is the one who is supposed to create
employment, and that is why I am saying that from the
programmes such as Youth Development Fund (YDF),
Livestock Management and Infrastructure Development
(LIMID) and Financial Assistance Policy (FAP), if one
could go through these programmes, one could get the
FAP programmes that were introduced ten years back.
These programmes created employment and all they
need is for us as the leadership and the entire society
to work together. When I talk of these programmes,
it is not like all of them have failed, the problem is
coordination. I once said that some of the officers are
responsible for the failure of these programmes. Most
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of the times we find that in one region there is only one
coordinator for Nyeletso Lehuma for Tutume region for
example, that officer will be serving Tonota, Masunga
and Nata-Gweta, what do we expect from that. Those
are the issues which as the leadership have to come
up with ways of addressing. We need to come up with
employment opportunities, and assist those who are
monitoring these programmes so that we help Batswana.
Transport: For us to create employment, we need to really
focus on roads. There is no how employment could be
created, in the absence of roads. We should assist each
other as the leadership. I will present a motion calling
for the maintenance of roads, let us not just sit back and
say we failed the country. We should bring forth ideas
such that at least when we feel that the Department of
Roads has failed, we come up with Botswana National
Road Agency, which will be focusing on the road
structures and to maintain them. We will be doing like
the Republic of South Africa.
It will be proper for the roads to be maintained, we should
have toll gates as a pilot project. We could start off with
the roads which are used mainly by tourists and trucks
proceeding to the North as well as Zambia. The tourist
industry has raised a concern regarding roads, they even
proposed to pay P50 for toll gates and have called for
the maintenance of roads. We could put aside our assets
for roads, and encourage youth to form a company, 50
percent Botswana Government and 50 percent Private
sector. Then the Department of roads carried on to
maintain roads in Zimbabwe or other countries as we
have seen with China Rail and others. Those are the
issues we should be discussing at this time, because we
will not have to always blame the government for not
maintaining the roads. Nata-Gweta constituency does
not have roads and should we have rainfalls, then we
are going to be faced with problems there. The entire
business for Botswana Ash (BOTASH) is going to come
to a halt. Statistics have shown that tourism business
has declined because of lack of roads in my area. We
only need a plan in order to address this issue much as
we see the other companies which have partnered with
the government on a 50/50 basis, companies such as De
Beers and BOTASH. Why can we not do the same with
the National Development Bank and roads and improve
transport. I will continue to talk about transport and that
we will continue sourcing funds from our budget, we
need a mind-set change in order to address the status of
the roads. His Excellency the President stated that the
recent Dineo floods had its way on roads but still there
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are challenges. One Honourable Member talked of the
Ramatlabama/Ramokgwebana dual carriage. It is true
we could do that in phases. If you take the Francistown/
Tonota road, it has been completed, Gaborone/Mochudi
has been competed as well, unlike when we just give
up and not do anything at all. We could come together
and come up with ways to create employment while we
address these issues.
On job creation, his Excellency the President has done
his job, and maybe His Honour, the Vice President,
upon his elevation to the presidential office in April, we
could create to about 40 000 employment opportunities
in Sowa Town today.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)…
MR MAJAGA: I said 40 000 at Sowa town, that is what
I said. I am as bold as that in this Parliament. We can
still create them. Salt and Soda beneficiations; we could
still form big companies there. Tourism, Makgadikgadi
Management Area and the mine are there and we could
create a lot of employment opportunities.
Honourable Maele, I always say that you should always
request for budget supplementary so that people get
plots so that I and the likes of Honourable Kgoroba
could get plots and build our holiday homes there and
leave this Parliament. These are some of the projects I
always request that we need demarcated plots for so that
we can create employment for Batswana. We should not
always be decrying lack of employment and so on. As
Honourable Members in this House, we have all been
given responsibility …(Interruptions)…. We should
look into those things and share ideas …
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you for yielding
Honourable Member. I like the idea that you came up
with of job creation, maybe you could explain how they
can be created. Our children are unemployed and we
want ideas that can create jobs.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Member. It is
our responsibility as leaders in this House to discuss
how a mine such as Botash which produces salt and soda
can have industries demarcated through Departments
of Lands under Honourable Maele’s ministry because
some bidders are willing. Land is available, the problem
is that there are no demarcated plots. Some people can
come up with joint ventures with Batswana who have
companies which manufacture glasses in Zambia and
South Africa to come this side because raw commodity
will be nearer. We can also manage to manufacture
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fertilisers used by Integrated Support Programme for
Arable Agricultural Development (ISPAAD). If we can
carry out land servicing at Sowa, I am telling you, a
month will not pass without those companies coming
here because they will be taking the raw material of salt
to produce fertilisers nearer instead of exporting salt
from Sowa to South Africa for fertiliser production and
import fertilisers back and transport them to Zambia and
Zimbabwe. They will be coming here because it will be
cheaper for them so. That is why I am saying, if we can
allow Honourable Maele to request for supplementaries
to go and demarcate plots and allocate them to certain
companies, then we can do that and by so doing, we will
be creating some employment. Unlike the situation right
now where land is available, people want to come over
but they are told that land servicing has not been done.
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Honourable Majaga,
you have good ideas but I would like to find out if you
have done any research in respect of the glass industry
because it is not as easy as you are mentioning it.
Sometimes when we present our ideas here, we would
not have done a bit of research, that is why the Palapye
Glass Project failed because the glass industry is very
competitive and controlled by very few players and it
is very difficult for anybody to enter the market of the
glass industry.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Member. I
have done research that is why I am saying this in this
House and I want it to also be captured in the Hansard.
I have been to South Africa and Zambia. If you need
a booklet, I will draft it for you and give it to you Mr
Chairman of Public Accounts Committee (PAC). What
I am saying is, fertilisers used in ISPAAD, most of the
companies producing them are in South but one of the
components is salt from Sowa. It is a simple research that
anyone can think of when you see salt and beneficiation
of soda. Most of the companies in Botswana have got
sister companies for your information, so, if we have
land servicing, they will opt to come here to be nearer
to raw material.
The President also addressed the issue of water and what
will be done. Mr Speaker, in this one we have a serious
challenge. It is one of the issues which contributes to
my ill health. Recently hurricane Dineo struck and in
my constituency, there was water everywhere. Water
from Zimbabwe contributes to deltas all over Sowa but
the residents do not even have water to drink and they
wonder what the problem is. If we want Batswana to
be rich, the time has come for Government to divide
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Water Utilities and Botswana Power Corporation (BPC)
into two or three. Batswana should be funded to become
key players like in other countries. When it comes to the
issue of water, we have a serious challenge. Batswana
do not have water to drink and we need to work on that.
The President outlined what will be done and I do not
doubt him but we need to ensure that we act. In the past
we did not have this great outcry when it comes to water
because councils were responsible for that. Central
District serviced its area, Chobe District did the same
but currently it is Water Utilities’ responsibility and it
is failing. It has been proven because recently it rained
but still they are failing. We are not supposed to just fold
our arms after the President has just made us aware of
what needs to be done concerning the water situation.
We should also come up with ways of improving this
situation so that it does not contribute to unemployment
because water is available but distribution remains
a challenge. Developments will not take place in this
country without water.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. Thank
you Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Member. You
are debating the issue of water very well Honourable
Member, in the past we used to drink water from
boreholes. We have boreholes which used to supply
us with water and when Water Utilities took over, it
closed those boreholes and that has contributed to the
shortage of water we are experiencing now. They told
us that the water we used to drink was not good for
consumption but maybe if we could go back to drinking
from boreholes, we could not be experiencing this acute
shortage of water.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Member. It is
true that when it gets tough, we need to find ways which
can help us. That is why I mentioned that maybe it could
be divided in two so that we may not perish when we
can come up with ideas. In this House, we should come
up with initiatives to fund Water Affairs then we can
assign it to one of the villages to supply water to it. We
can all do this as a House including you Honourable
Mokgware just so that Batswana can have water. That
is possible rather than us buying time when there is an
outcry of shortage of water in rural areas.
The President in his delivery talked about Ipelegeng
and I need to state that even though Ipelegeng is fine,
it is overtaken by events. For the past ten years while
I was still the Chairman of the old council, I was
against Ipelegeng. Even now, I am very much aware
that I represent one of the constituencies that is infested
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with poverty but I still insist that it will not take us
anywhere. We should rather work towards improving
it because we used to have it called Namola Leuba
such that it will bring a permanent employment to the
residents in the rural areas. We use maybe around P600
million in Ipelegeng if I am not mistaken, Honourable
T and Honourable Slumber will correct me. That is
too much money. Maybe we should form syndicates,
utilise ploughing fields so that they have big farms,
construct milling plants where they will produce in
large quantities, something that can be sustainable.
This will at the same time create employment. We
need to appreciate the role that Ipelegeng has played
and improve it as the Vice President will be taking
over. In some places, Ipelegeng should be replaced
by the formation of syndicate farms and cooperatives
through the money that we have budgeted for, and
create employment at the same time. I have realised
that some small villages do not have enough manpower
to enrol under Ipelegeng especially if they have a new
company undertaking a big project in that village. They
get employed under the new company. As we have that
funding already, we can improve Ipelegeng by creating
permanent jobs through it which will add to those that
the government is already working on. Some of us will
not be part of this Parliament in the next coming years
and we ought to leave a legacy of something good that
we have started. In some villages, Ipelegeng is currently
an employer of people who are working on permanent
basis and if we could pursue the same approach, then we
will go forward. I am saying this Mr Speaker because
in some areas like mine where agriculture is the means
of living, people have abandoned it and enrolled under
Ipelegeng. Foreigners like Zimbabweans are the ones
employed at the farms and they earn more than the
salary offered at Ipelegeng. If we can take that approach
and encourage a spirit of helping each other, maybe we
can do away with this and change the programme for the
better. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Majaga, by
your way of saying thank you, you meant you are done
with your debate?
MR MAJAGA: …(Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: Oh! Thank you. Honourable Members,
as it is now 6 o’clock, I shall call upon the Leader of the
House to move a Motion of adjournment.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
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LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 5:59 p.m. until
Thursday 09th November, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
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