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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
SPEAKER’S REMARKS
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Good
afternoon Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Good morning Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: We had a wonderful time this morning
in Parliament. I would like to take this time to commend
women: they had organised a wonderful event to
commemorate international women’s day. For those
who did not attend, you missed.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
FEEDBACK TO COUNCILS ON BYE-LAW
PROPOSALS
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:-

(i) if he is aware that his Ministry takes too long to
act and give feedback to Councils on bye-law
proposals submitted to his office for approval; if
so,

(ii) how does he intend to rectify this anomaly as
it impacts on service delivery particularly on
maintaining law and order.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Mr Speaker. Let
me thank you in a special way as the Speaker, Leader
of Opposition, Honourable Lelatisitswe, Honourable
Batshu, Honourable Kesupile and Honourable
Moswaane for having supported us this morning.
Mr Speaker,
(i) My Ministry is responsible for developing
statutes and subsidiary legislation including byelaws. The process of making bye-laws starts
at the local authorities and is completed by the

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Attorney General’s Chambers. Upon receipt of the
proposed bye-laws from the local authorities, my
Ministry reviews them within 14 working days
in consultation with the local authorities before
they are forwarded to the Attorney General’s
Chambers (AGC) for drafting and legal advice.
Drafting is a process that requires continuous back
and forth engagement and consultations between
my Ministry, Attorney General’s Chambers and
concerned councils. Once the local authority is
satisfied with the instrument it is then sent for
publication in the Government Gazette at which
point it comes into force. As soon as publication is
done the Statutory Instrument will be laid before
Parliament after which time my Ministry is able to
give feedback to the local authorities.
(ii) In view of the above, my Ministry plans to engage
all the concerned stakeholders with a view to
shorten the process for improved service delivery.
Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I need clarification Honourable Minister. In
how long should the bye law be completed? So that we
understand your response. Gaborone City Council is
currently sitting with 2010 bye laws and to date they
have not been approved. What does that mean? Is it
because we do not have competent officers within the
public service or we as politicians are the ones holding
on to those bye laws?
MS TSHIRELETSO: I have already stated that this
issue regarding bye laws is being done by many officers.
It comes from the councils to the Ministry, then from the
Ministry it has to go to Attorney Generals Chambers,
then is taken back to the Council for approval. That is
the process. There is no time frame attached to it because
it is a process which involves so many offices. And like I
have said Mr Speaker at the end of my response, In view
of the above, Mr Speaker, My Ministry plans to engage
all concerned stakeholders with a view to shorten the
process for improved service delivery. At time they
take time at AGC and then time with the council as
well, because of the corrections so we will meet the
stakeholders. Thank you.
MR REATILE: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
at the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development, what is the time frame that you have set
for yourselves for attending to bye- laws, so that they
can be operational at the Councils

Hansard No 187

1

Thursday 9th March, 2017

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MS TSHIRELETSO: I am saying that as long as we receive them we look at them within 14 days and pass them
to AGC. You should note that most of the time, so many things delay at AGC and come to us after a long time at
the Attorney General’s Chambers, then we have to consult the councils before we could sign. But the bottom line is
that the time frame should be three months at the most, Honourable Reatile and Honourable Nkaigwa. We need that
advice and as such we shall meet with the management of the concerned stake holders.
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES EXTENDED TO CROP PRODUCTION AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and Food
Security to state Government subsidies extended to the following branches of Agriculture and the year they were
put into effect:-

(iii) Crop Production; and
(iv) Animal Husbandry.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
AUTLWETSE): Mr Speaker, the answer has a lot of information covering types of subsidy, year introduced,
criteria on the subsidy and eligible group under crop production and animal husbandry. Based on this, I shall humbly
request that I provide the Honourable Member with such information, that is, if my proposal is acceptable to you,
Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: How many pages do you have?
MR AUTLWETSE: Ten (10) pages, Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: That is too long, I invoke Standing Order 38.4, please give him a written answer.
WRITTEN ANSWER TO QUESTION NUMBER 4
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY
Government subsidies extended to:
(a) Crop Production
TYPES OF
SUBSIDY
Provision of
Seeds

Provision of
Fertilizer
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YEAR
INTRODUCED
2008

2008

CRITERIA ON SUBSIDY

ELIGIBLE GROUP

100 per cent of hybrids seeds for up to 5 hectares or
100 per cent of Open Pollinated (OP) seeds for up
to 16 hectares
35 per cent of hybrid or Open Pollinated (OP)
seeds for up to 150 hectares
30 per cent of hybrid or Open Pollinated (OP)
seeds for up to 500 hectares
50 per cent of fodder (lablab) up to 16ha
100 per cent of liming, basal and top dressing
treatments for up to 5 hectares
35 per cent of liming, basal and top dressing
treatments for up to 150 hectares
30 per cent of liming, basal and top dressing
treatments for up to 500 hectares

Subsistence farmers

Emerging farmers
Commercial farmers
All farmers
Subsistence farmers
Emerging farmers
Commercial farmers
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Provision of
Herbicides

2013

Draught power
provision

2008

Cluster Fencing

2008

Individual/
Group fencing

2013

Potable water

2008

Horticultural
Support
Programme

2010

Access to credit

2008

Agricultural
Service Centres
(ASCs)

2008
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100 per cent for pre-emergence, post emergence or
control of difficult weeds (motlhwa, mokhure) for
up to 5 hectares
35 per cent for pre emergence, post emergence and
control of difficult weeds (motlhwa, mokhure) for
up to 150 hectares

Subsistence farmers

30 per cent for pre emergence, post emergence and
control of difficult weeds (motlhwa, mokhure) for
up to 500 hectares
100 per cent for up to 5 hectares on: plough/
planting – P800.00/ hectares
Minimum tillage – P500.00/ hectares
Harrowing (where applicable) – P360.00/ hectares
Enclosure fence ranging from 150 hectares to 3500
hectares
50 per cent subsidy on individual fencing up to a
maximum of P70, 000.00 (material only)
50 per cent subsidy on group fencing up to a
maximum of P200,000.00 (material only)
To clusters only where possible

Commercial farmers

Production inputs: Up to a maximum of P120,
000.00, individual 40 per cent and group 60 per
cent.
Farm Equipment: Up to a maximum of P200,
000.00. individual 40 per cent, group 60 per cent
Difference between prime and market rate

All farmers

Emerging farmers

Subsistence farmers

Group of farmers
All farmers
All farmers
Clusters

All farmers at 18 years
and above
100 per cent provision of service centres in selected Selected areas
production areas

(b) Animal Husbandry
The Government of Botswana subsidizes Animal Husbandry mainly through the Livestock Management and
Infrastructure Development Programme (LIMID), and Special Assistance to Kgalagadi District and areas with
similar agro-climatic conditions (commonly known as Special Integrated Support Programme for Arable Agriculture
Development (ISPAAD). LIMID was started in April, 2007 and Special ISPAAD in June, 2014
LIMID
Under the LIMID Programme there are two (2) components:
(i) Resource poor
This component assists resources poor farmers to purchase small stock and Tswana chickens. It is for citizens who
own up to four (4) cattle or up to 20 sheep/goats. Additionally, the applicant should earn P150 per month with
dependents or P120 per month without dependents. Farmers can only apply for one package.
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(ii) Infrastructure Development
The infrastructure development component is
categorized into water development, animal husbandry
and fodder support and abattoirs.
• Water development (that is, borehole drilling,
equipping, reticulation, purchase and Livestock
Water Development for small herd owners in
communal areas). These packages are available to
individual farmers and groups who own livestock
and the contribution is based on the number of
livestock the farmer owns.
• Livestock Water Development for small herd
owners in communal areas
This is a special package which targets groups of
farmers who own one (1) to 40 cattle each in areas with
little underground water resources. The package assists
farmers to equip existing boreholes and to reticulate
water. The group should comprise a minimum of
15 members. In this package, no contributions are a
required from farmers.

Farmers who have less than two hundred (200) herd of
cattle will be assisted with a 50 per cent grant up to a
maximum of P25 000.00 to buy karakul sheep, ordinary
sheep or goats or Tswana chickens/guinea fowls. In
addition farmers are assisted to construct sand dams or
equip and reticulate existing boreholes with a 60 per
cent grant up to a maximum of P120 000.00.
DEVELOPMENT OF WASTE MANAGEMENT
INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE COUNTRY
DURING NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
(NDP) 11
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development how he intends to develop waste
management infrastructure in the country during
National Development Plan 11 as nothing much is
provided in the plan other than the establishment of
Gaborone transfer station only.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Mr Speaker.

• Animal husbandry and fodder support (that is;
kraal, crush, loading ramp, fodder processor and
fodder barn). The package is available to individuals
or groups of livestock farmers and the contribution
is based on whether a farmer applies as an individual
or a group member.

My Ministry worked jointly with other stakeholders
from the Sustainable Environment Technical Working
Group (SETWG) of the NDP 11 to prepare strategies
and programmes that will promote sustainable waste
management during NDP 11.

• The poultry abattoir package gives small-scale
poultry farmers support to establish slaughtering
facilities to produce wholesome meat in order to
penetrate the market.

Despite an elaborate NDP 11 budget proposal which
included among others, funding the construction of
new landfills and the maintenance of existing landfill
facilities countrywide, funds were only approved for
construction of Gaborone Transfer Station.

(iii) Special Assistance for Kgalagadi district and
areas with similar agro-climatic conditions
Under Special ISPAAD there are two (2) components:
§ Resource Poor component
This special package covers resource-poor beneficiaries
who are assisted with karakul sheep, ordinary sheep or
goats, Tswana chickens/guinea fowls, salt bush fields,
pulses and melons production under the conservation
agriculture practices and construction of sand dams or
equipping of existing boreholes without any contribution
by the farmer.
§ Package for farmers owning up to 200 herd of
cattle

4
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Despite the budgetary constraints we are facing
under NDP 11, my Ministry recognises that efforts
of Government alone will not be sufficient to deliver
strategies and programmes that will drive the sustainable
environment pillar of National Development Plan
(NDP) 11.
Therefore, my Ministry will engage other ministries, the
private sector, civil society and development partners
for their active involvement in assisting or partnering
with Local Authorities to ensure sustainable waste
management is achieved during NDP 11. I thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Minister, does this not illustrate that your
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Government is failing? For 50 years your Government
has failed to come up with a clear strategy to address
this situation. We know very well that if we were a
country that was serious about creation of employment,
waste management could create job opportunities for
our children.
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(i) if he is aware that since 2014 to date Maposa
Kgotla does not have a Kgotla customary court
clerk; and
(ii) when he will consider posting one to Maposa to
help the people of the village.

MS TSHIRELETSO: Tell me, does 50 years spell
the end of the world? 50 years Honourable Members
is not a joke, it means we had to go through a number
of challenges. Landfills are not the only things we are
concerned about.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Mr Speaker,

What we can do is to engage our development partners
and others. Even if you are the mayor, you have the
power to ask others to assist you. The Government on
its own cannot manage. We have to help each other like
in the case of HIV/AIDS, environment, etcetera. The
Environment personnel told us that there are funds that
can be applied for by Councils; Local Authorities.

ii) To address the above and close other existing
gaps, my Ministry is currently working on the
rationalization of vacancies for trade off, to
create Court Clerk and other critical positions, for
placement during the first quarter of 2017/2018.
Thank you Mr Speaker.

MR REATILE: Supplementary. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
Minister, I wish that you could talk
to Councils on the issue of Public Private Partnership
(PPP). I know that most companies approached Councils
showing interest in taking over landfills and turning them
into business opportunities and pay Councils. Councils
are very slow in finalising these talks and entering into
an agreement. I believe that we could not be faced with
this challenge now.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I want people like you. He has a
solution and not just merely talking.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: Mr, wait, you are the one who is
failing. No, I meant as a Mayor.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Tshireletso, focus
on the supplementary sought that side.
MS TSHIRELETSO: I agree with him that we need to
support them. That is important because like I have said,
they have been forming partnerships with others. They
are engaged in PPP in Kanye, Maun and Serowe. You
are the one who knows that in Gaborone, it is not doing
as expected. Thank you Mr Speaker.
POSTING OF CUSTOMARY COURT CLERK TO
MAPOSA KGOTLA
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development:-

i) I am aware that Maposa Kgotla does not have a
Court Clerk due to manpower constraints.

MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. I hear you
Minister, my question is, since 2014 until now, what has
been happening without Court Clerk? We understand
your rationalization. We want you to be specific. Those
are technical answers when you say we are rationalizing.
We are tired of such answers.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MS TSHIRELETSO: You will continue hearing them
Honourable Member. Let me tell you that we are the
ones who upgraded these Dikgotla, especially those in
the Rural Area Dwellers (RADS) settlements. I made
a request that these people have stayed for a very long
time as if they do not exist, they should be Headmen
of Record, after I was sent by Honourable Tsogwane.
Afterwards, we then resolved that we should give them
Bogosi and borrow Court Clerks from other areas
so that at least they could have the dignity of being
Headmen of Record. This is not a situation that was
made deliberately knowing that we do not have funds
to pay Court Clerks at that time. We were grateful that
we have upgraded them from Headman of Arbitration
to Headman of Record. It is not an easy matter where
someone can come in and say what was being done.
Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. My question
is, because it seems since 2014 this post was existing,
have you failed to advertise it and employ one person
and also what about the qualification of the candidate?
MS TSHIRELETSO: This young person might have
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a hearing challenge. I have explained and admitted
that we did not have a Court Clerk at that time because
we did not have funds or manpower constraints. We
upgraded those Magosana and promised to borrow
Court Clerks from other Dikgotla. I do not know if he
would have wanted us to leave the situation as it was. I
do not understand him. We are also used to such kind of
questions as he is also saying he is used to the answers
that we give.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
SHORTAGE OF CHAIRS AND TABLES IN ALL
PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN GHANZI NORTH
CONSTITUENCY
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development if he is aware that all primary schools
in the Ghanzi North Constituency have no chairs and
tables with the hard hit being Kabakae, Ghanzi and
D’kar Primary Schools and that parents are being asked
to assist; if so:(i) have the chairs and tables been budgeted for under
the 2017/2018 Financial Year;
(ii) how much is the proposed budget; and
(iii) whether all the parents in Botswana are expected
to assist or this only happens in the Ghanzi North
Constituency.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Mr Speaker, I am aware that
some primary schools in the Ghanzi North Constituency
have shortage of chairs and tables particularly at
Kabakae, Ghanzi and D’kar Primary Schools. As at
January 2017, out of a total enrolment of 4285 pupils,
the Constituency had a shortfall of 369 tables and 363
chairs. Kabakae Primary School had a shortage of 71
small chairs and 150 tables; Ghanzi Primary School,
100 chairs and 40 tables, while D’kar Primary had a
shortage of 20 small tables and 20 chairs.
The request for parents to assist with school chairs was
made in January 2017 by Kabakae School Administration
not my Ministry as temporary intervention while
awaiting the delivery from the Council. 163 chairs have
since been delivered to Kabakae Primary School on 22nd
February 2017.

6
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A provisional budget for purchasing of chairs and tables
for schools in the Ghanzi District has been made at P79,
500.00 during the 2017/18 financial year.
As indicated above, the incident in the Ghanzi North
was an isolated incident which came from the school
authorities and parents and not my Ministry. Thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Minister.
The situation is extremely bad in the schools you have
mentioned. When they told you about the chairs, did
they tell you that in levels such as Standard 5 which are
the foundation of Primary School Leaving Examination
(PSLE) there are no books totally. 117 pupils use one
book and there are two (2) books to be shared by 200
pupils. Do they tell you these things?
MS TSHIRELETSO: Yesterday I informed
Honourable Member that the issue of textbooks falls
under the Ministry of Basic Education and not ours. I
have taken responsibility of our issue and said, we have
already …
MR SALAKAE: We will talk.
MS TSHIRELETSO: That is it; we will talk. Thank
you for understanding on the issue of chairs Honourable
Members. Thank you Mr Speaker.
COMPLETION OF THE NATA SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister of Basic Education when she intends to
complete Nata Senior Secondary School so that it looks
exactly like Goodhope Senior Secondary School since
there was some work which was left behind as per the
plan.
ACTING MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR MOLAO): Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker,
Goodhope Senior Secondary School is a fifty (50)
stream school while Nata Senior Secondary is a thirtysix (36) stream school and as such do not share the
same specifications. Nata Senior is complete with all
resources as per our final specifications for the school.
Specifications do change especially when schools are
scaled down due to financial considerations and lessons
learnt from previous similar projects.
It should be noted that the two senior schools cannot
therefore appear exactly alike as different architects,
contractors and materials were used to construct them
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and their specifications differ based on purpose. I thank
you.
MR SPEAKER: Right, let us go to back to question
number one.
ESTABLISHMENT OF A FAMILY COURT
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security whether in
view of the serious backlog at the Francistown, Lobatse
and Gaborone High Courts it is not time to establish a
Family Court to deal specifically with divorce, custody,
maintenance and other related issues.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, there already exist at the Magistrate level,
specialised family courts in Gaborone and Francistown.
I therefore, do not believe that there is justification
to establish such courts at the High Court level. It is
relevant to highlight at this juncture that all matrimonial
cases brought before the High Court divisions come as
a package and as such it is not easy to isolate the issues
of custody and maintenance as they retain the same case
number until the case is resolved.
Mr Speaker, while admitting to the backlog, I should
indicate that my Ministry has adopted a number of
backlog eradication strategies to address backlog in
the Administration of Justice, in alignment with the
Directorate of Public Prosecutions (DPP) and the
Botswana Police Service (BPS). This includes auditing
of all cases around the eighteen (18) months age
definition; the assignment of dedicated prosecutors to
fast-track all cases that have been classified as backlog.
On the other hand, we have set up special courts which
include Specialised Family Courts in Gaborone and
Francistown; Stock Theft Courts in Francistown, Selebi
Phikwe, Letlhakane, Palapye, Mochudi, Molepolole
and Jwaneng; Special Traffic Courts in Gaborone,
Francistown, Maun, Letlhakane, Selebi Phikwe,
Hukuntsi, Jwaneng and Mochudi, and Small Claims
Courts in Gaborone and Francistown. The establishment
of these courts was informed by the volume of cases and
the need to expedite the disposal of such cases. I thank
you Mr Speaker.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

incorporation of part of the Kgatleng Brigade (adjacent
to Linchwe II J.S.S.) into Linchwe II Junior Secondary
School to enable expansion of the latter as it currently
has no space for expansion.
ACTING MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR MOLAO): Mr Speaker, currently we are not
considering incorporation of the brigade facilities with
Linchwe II Junior Secondary School. The facilities
belong to our sister Ministry of Labour, Productivity
and Skills Development who we are working with to
implement the Education and Training Sector Strategic
Plan (ETSSP). In the future, we hope to see the brigade
used to provide alternative pathways for secondary
learners following technical subjects. I thank you.
MR KGOROBA: Supplementary. Mr Minister, since
you have the plan to introduce this vocational training
partly in schools, do you not consider it as a candidate
for one of the pilot projects that you can start with since
they are next to each other?
MR MOLAO: We are not against the proposal, the
challenge is that the brigades fall under a different
Ministry. Therefore, the relevant Ministry could see to it
that they come up with a program that will merge these
facilities. When they are done with the necessary plans,
they would come up with ways of merging them.
GAZZETTING OF CEMETRIES BY MINISTRY
OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Health and Wellness if she is aware
that in terms of the Public Health Act, her Ministry is
responsible for Gazetting of Cemeteries; if so:-

(v) to state the number of cemeteries gazetted by the
Ministry for use in the year 2017;

(vi) to provide the dates on which the gazetting was
done; and

(vii) if she is aware of several cases of people burying

their deceased ones in ungazetted areas particularly
in the North East District.

EXPANSION OF LINCHWE II JUNIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL

MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you
for attending our celebration this morning together with
all the Honourable Members that found it fit to come
and join us.

MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): asked
the Minister of Basic Education if she will consider the

Mr Speaker, the Ministry is the custodian of the Public
Health Act, 2013. With regards to gazzetting of
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cemeteries, the Public Health of 2013 Section 124 (1)
delegates the responsibility of gazetting of Cemeteries
and Crematoria to Local Authorities.
(i) There have been no cemeteries gazzetted in 2017
by my Ministry, as the records are retained by the
respective Local Authorities.
(ii) My response is as indicated above; I do not have
any dates to provide.
(iii) Mr Speaker, no such cases have been brought to
my attention. Thank you.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MR MOLAO: Mr Speaker, Molefi Senior Secondary
as per the Botswana General Certificate of Secondary
Education (BGSE) 2016 results is in the top 10
performing schools. Molefi moved up by 3.33 per cent
from 27.89 to 31.24 per cent. The national performance
in Mathematics also picked up from 17.36 to 18.95 per
cent. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Last supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: How do you know it is the last one?
Honourable Lelatisitswe, and that is the last one.

ABSENCE OF A MATHEMATICS TEACHER AT
MOLEFI SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL

MR LELATISITSWE: I wanted to ask him if he is
talking about the general performance of the school or
he is referring to the class of the teacher who was absent.

MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): asked
the Minister of Basic Education if she can confirm that
there are Form 5 classes in Molefi Senior Secondary
School which went for two (2) terms in the last academic
year without a Mathematics teacher; if so:-

MR MOLAO: I mean Mathematics for all the form 5
classes in Mochudi School. The performance has moved
up eventhough there was a challenge of a teacher who
did not attend classes at that time.

(i) what measures were put in place to prepare the
students for final examinations; and
(ii) what is the likely impact on the performance of the
students regarding the subject.
ACTING MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR MOLAO): Mr Speaker, it is not true that there are
Form 5 classes at Molefi Senior Secondary school which
went for two terms in the last academic year without a
Mathematics teacher. However, a full time Mathematics
teacher was absent from duty for this period and his
classes had to be covered by the school’s available staff.
This meant that some teachers were used to cover for
the teacher when they were free to do so and in some
cases covered two classes at the same time.
Mr Speaker, it is undesirable for classes to meet different
teachers when covering a course. Some elements
of the content can be missed and others repeated,
such disturbance can negatively affect the learners’
performance. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. How did
the Molefi Form 5 students perform in Mathematics?
Maybe he can share with us.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you from
Mochudi?
MR LELATISITSWE: I am a Member of Parliament
in Botswana.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: I said it was the last one Honourable
Member.
ACADEMIC STAFF COMPLEMENT AT
OODI COLLEGE OF APPLIED ARTS AND
TECHNOLOGY (OCAAT)
MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): asked
the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research, Science
and Technology:-

(viii) what is the academic department staff complement
at Oodi College of Applied Arts and Technology
in numerical and percentage terms;

(ix) whether the Minister can differentiate between
temporary and permanent staff of the stated figure
above; and

(x) if this set up is normal, if not, how and when he
intends to normalise the situation.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Mr Speaker,
i) the academic staff complement at Oodi College
of Applied Arts and Technology (OCAAT) stands
at 40. The total establishment for OCAAT is 68.
In terms of percentage, academic staff constitutes
58.8 per cent of the entire staff complement of the
College.

Hansard No 187

8

Thursday 9th March, 2017

ii) Mr Speaker, the above figure does not include
temporary staff or teachers on temporary
employment since they are not part of the total
establishment of the institution. That being the
case, I wish to inform the Honourable House
that there are 15 academic staff appointed on
temporary terms at OCAAT. This makes a total
of 55 academic staff at the College. In terms of
percentage, the 15 temporary academic staff
constitutes 27.3 per cent of the total enrolment.
iii) Mr Speaker, the situation at Oodi College of
Applied Arts and Technology where we have 27.3
per cent of academic staff appointed on temporary
terms has been caused by limited positions.
Currently, positions are being rationalized in my
Ministry to transfer posts to OCAAT in order
to alleviate this situation. It is expected that
the exercise will take at least six (6) months to
conclude. I thank you Mr Speaker.

ii) These companies operate in four concessions
being NG25 and NG26 operated by Bushcraft
Enterprises and NG29 and NG30 operated by &
Beyond.
iii) These entities were not procured by Government.
They voluntarily provide a supportive role to law
enforcers in undertaking anti-poaching activities
particularly during tracking.
iv) These entities are entirely self-funded hence not
engaged by the Government. I thank you Mr
Speaker.
QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
EFFECTS OF THE HEAVY RAINS (CYCLONE
DINEO) ON THE CITIZENS OF BOTSWANA
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance and
Public Administration:-

ANTI-POACHING GROUPS OR COMPANIES IN
THE COUNTRY

(i) to state the extent to which the heavy rains from

MR S. NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
asked the Minister of Environment, Natural Resources
Conservation and Tourism if he is aware of any antipoaching groups or companies in the country other than
Government; if so, to state:-

(ii) how the affected people were assisted in each

(i) the total number, names and owners of such
groups;
(ii) the number and names of concessions they operate
in;
(iii) what procurement method was used to obtain their
service; and
(iv) when they were engaged and the cost.
ACTING MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT,
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND
TOURISM (MR MAELE): Mr Speaker, my Ministry
encourages concessionaires to actively participate in the
monitoring and protection of wildlife resources in their
areas as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR). These companies work under the supervision of
the Department of Wildlife and National Parks.
i) There are currently two companies undertaking
anti-poaching activities in Botswana, namely
Bushcraft Enterprises run by Mr Wilton Ratz and
&Beyond run by Mr Cecil Riggs.
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the last month (cyclone Dineo) have affected
Batswana in different villages and Botswana
roads;
village and how much was spent;

(iii) which roads were affected and what the
Government is currently doing to ease traffic;

(iv) how much is the extent of the damage;
(v) to provide as annexure the disaster management
strategy;

MR SPEAKER: How long is you answer?
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR KWEREPE): Eight pages.
MR SPEAKER: That is too long an answer. I invoke
Standing Order 38.4. Please give him a written answer.
WRITTEN ANSWER
Madam Speaker,
(i) The torrential rains which were associated with
the Tropical Cyclone Dineo started on the 17th
February 2017 and caused flooding that affected
many parts of the country. The affected districts
include villages in the following sub districts;
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Tutume, Lobatse, Ramotswa, Kanye, Moshupa,
Goodhope, Mahalapye, Mochudi, Letlhakeng,
Molepolole/Lentsweletau, North East, Selibe
Phikwe and Boteti. To date, six hundred and
ninety seven households (697) have been affected
in the different villages.
The road infrastructure in the affected districts were
damaged and particularly bridges and culverts. The
Ramotswa/Boatle road was closed for two days due to
overflowing river, while Lobatse/Gaborone road is still
closed due date to a collapsed Nywane bridge and the
overflowing Potsane. The A1 road was closed for a few
hours also due to overflowing Metsimotlhabe river near
Bokaa. Culverts and internal roads at Nkange have been
affected. Flood waters crossed the A3 road near Nata
causing delays in traffic movement. The Nata Gweta
road also is affected by flood waters since last week.
The railway line was affected at Ramotswa station as
well as near Lobatse which affected movement of trains
including the passenger train.

ORGANISATION 1300 - ATTORNEY GENERAL’S
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disasters, to ensure preparedness and response to
the possible disasters. Therefore Government is
confident that the strategies in place enable us to
handle any disaster that may arise.
(vi) The table below shows the number of the affected
families and the assistance rendered in Mopipi,
Mokoboxane and Thabatshukudu cattle post (vii
& viii).
Village

Number of
Affected
families

Assistance
rendered

Mopipi

16

9 issued tent, 7
were assisted with
a JCB to open
trenches to drain
the water

Mokoboxane

21

3 issued tents,
the rest were
accommodated at
the Primary School
and provided with
food. Psychosocial support was
provided as well

Thabatshukudu

49

22 evacuated by
Botswana Police
Service, 15 used
horses to go to
Nata and 12 opted
to stay. Counselling
was also provided

Livestock were affected by floods in areas like Moshupa
where six (6) goats were killed by overflowing river and
11 goats killed by lightening.
Mr Speaker, out of the 697 affected families in the areas
mentioned, 245 were given tents, 91 were given food
baskets while 44 were provided with blankets. A total
sum P115 663.45 was disbursed to various districts to
cater for food items for the affected families. The details
of how the affected villages were assisted is in the
attached table 1.
(ii) Most of the roads were affected in the various
districts which include Boatle Ramotswa, Lobatse
Gaborone, Kanye Lobatse, Nata Francistown, Nata
Gweta and Nata Manxotae. Plans are underway by
the Ministry of Transport and Communications to
repair these roads and the Police are also engaged
to assist the public in such roads. A temporary
bridge is being installed at Nywane Bridge to aid
traffic flow for small vehicles while the access
road is being graded.
(iii) The extent of the damage has not yet been
determined as the assessments of roads and
bridges are being carried out.
(iv) The disaster management strategy is attached
(v) The disaster management strategy was developed
in consultation with the various sectors that are
responsible for the different hazards that may
affect the country. The strategy has defined
the roles and responsibilities for the different
sectors to ensure measures are in place to prevent

Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of clarification. I
was saying I had asked for an annexure of the strategy,
maybe it can be distributed among us.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, as the Minister
will be providing you with a written answer, whosoever
is interested in that answer will ask for a copy. If there
is anybody who is interested in having a copy, it will be
made for him. The answer is for the House. Thank you.

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL,
2017 (NO. 2 OF 2017)
ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
(Resumed Debate)
ORGANISATION 1300 - ATTORNEY
GENERAL’S CHAMBERS
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MR CHAIRPERSON (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order!
Order! Honourable Members, we are continuing with
the debate on this Organisation. Let me remind you that
I shall call upon the Honourable Minister to reply to the
debate at 1540 hours today and I shall put the question
at 1610 hours today. When we adjourned yesterday,
Honourable Moswaane was on the floor and he was left
with six minutes 55 seconds.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST): Let
me thank you Mr Chairperson. I was still going to say
even though the country has done all it can to produce
experts of strategy, after graduating they still come back
to critique the policies that exist saying they do match
with the written laws. I am using this as evidence that
for the past eight (8) or ten (10) years, the Government
of Botswana has had a tendency of going to argue with
employees at the High Court to determine as to who the
wrong party is and the Government loses all the cases.
This then makes me wonder as to who wrote this law,
because procedurally there has to be a case assessment
to determine whether a case ought to be taken to the
courts of law. It shows that our children who are law
experts ended up going for greener pastures in the private
practices where they are able to take responsibility for
their cases and also in fear of the embarrassment of
losing cases. What beats me is that these experts end up
being against us in everything.
I am saying this because a lot of money is spent on these
cases, money which comes from a budget that we are
being requested to approve so that the money can be
used on more cases yet we have been losing cases every
day. I am of the view that this money is not being put
into good use. One time when we were at the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) I asked a representative
from the Attorney General Chambers whether they
have an independent voice to determine whether they
have a solid case or not. They explained that they do
not have full responsibility because they get instructions
from whoever they are representing. Now let us see to
it that this money that is being requested will be used
accordingly.
Let us therefore determine whether we are on the right
track because I suspect that we are now like a crab when
it comes to dealing with many things; because a mother
crab scolds her young ones for doing the wrong thing but
when she is asked to show the right procedure, she still
does the same things her children do. As a law expert one
should be confident to stand in front of people believing
that they are going to win their case. Let us assess these
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things because people are now suspecting that the AG
Chambers are being forced to represent these cases even
though they do not have a strong case. Most attorneys
that are left at the AG Chambers if you look closely,
you will realize that they are nearing retirement. These
things…
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Point of order. Thank you very much Mr
Chairperson. Thank you colleague for yielding. I want
us to protect these attorneys Mr Chairperson because we
cannot say they are waiting for retirement yet they are
not here to defend themselves. You should protect them
because they are doing a great job in assisting us.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Moswaane, use
the write words when talking about them. Make that
correction just as you have been advised.
MR MOSWAANE: No, I was saying it seems like, I
was not saying things are like that. I was just saying that
things look that way according to my own observation.
Let us look at these issues because we are a Government
at the end of the day, other countries and people here at
home are watching us and they want to see us respecting
each other according to how we govern. I trust our
attorneys but I get very shocked when they lose cases.
If I may give an example in 2011 civil servants were
given scarce skill allowance. One attorney wrote a
letter to say, “you no longer qualify to get scarce skill
allowance” After two years, these people won their
case because the judgement said they qualified for this
allowance. The same thing happened to those who had
diploma in accounting.
This is why I am saying that it now seems like we are
just wasting money because we tend to lose cases with
costs, and the money used to pay these costs could be
used for something else. That is why I am saying as a
Government let us consider whether we have cases or
not before going to court lest we get to a point where
people look at us as if we are not the ones who wrote
the law, rather that someone wrote it for us and we just
passed it, hence we do not know this law. We should
allow the AG Chambers to have their own independent
opinion.
MR MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. Let me apologize for coming late, I am
from Zeerust and I was rushing (ke tlhagile ke tsamaa
lebelo la ntsutswane kole kole) with the hope of arriving
on time but I failed.
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MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mangole, I think
the Setswana which you are using is not acceptable in
Parliament.

this will make one to fail to deliver his/her duties up to
his/her full potential and our Department to lose staff at
an alarming rate.

MR MANGOLE: Which Setswana sir?

You can just imagine our former Attorney General
who has so much capability and is conversant in law
advicing the Government to go to High Court to petition
that Members of Parliament should vote manually.
Honestly speaking you can see that the poor soul was
under a lot of oppression. If she was free knowing that
her appointment cannot be threatened in anyway having
been appointed by Parliament she could have advised
the government that, “no, you are out of line.”

MR CHAIRPERSON: The one you have just been
saying.
MR MANGOLE: When I said I was rushing (ke
tlhagile ke tsamaa lebelo la ntsutswane kole kole).
MR CHAIRPERSON: Yes.
MR MANGOLE: It is straight forward Setswana Mr
Chairperson.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Where is it written?
MR MANGOLE: It is Setswana.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR MANGOLE: I was asking for your forgiveness
since I had gone to Zeerust, and I left late hence I was
rushing in an attempt to be on time and I failed. I do not
understand where I went wrong.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Continue.
MR MANGOLE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Let me
also dwell into the issues, it seems my words will echo
those of Honourable Moswaane. Let me just start by
addressing the Minister’s cry over the mass exodus of
attorneys who are going for greener pastures. I agree with
your explanation that this might be due to unattractive
salaries. I believe that it is not just because of salaries
but rather because they are not at liberty to do their
work and put their skills to work and this stems from
procedure used to appoint Attorney General, I believe
that is where the problem lies. That is what causes the
Attorney General and his juniors to practice the English
adage, “you cannot bite the hand that feeds you.” She
is always careful about the decisions she makes just
so that the decisions she makes will not affect her job.
There are examples which reflect that the poor people
are under a lot of oppression.
We think the time has come for the appointment of the
Attorney General to be done like in other countries;
it should be appointed by Parliament or through
Parliament’s advice. By so doing we ensure that the
Attorney General carries out his/her duties diligently and
freely knowing that he/she is protected by Parliament. If
the President is the only one with the powers to appoint

MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Is that not the same
argument raised by Honourable Moswaane that perhaps
the Attorney General is taking into consideration her
pension therefore she is being extra careful so that she
does not jeopardize it?
MR MANGOLE: Most definitely. If she was appointed
by Parliament on a certain term knowing that she is
going to carry out her duties diligently without having to
go and beg anyone else to renew her contract she could
be carrying out her duty so well.
Attorney General is supposed to advise Parliament. The
other issue was the one raised by Honourable Boko
that it is not right for the Attorney General having been
appointed by the Executive, to advise the Executive,
Parliament and Judiciary. It is not right for her to be
advising Parliament when we know the attitude of this
leadership towards Parliament so we cannot expect the
Attorney General to advise Parliament freely. There
are live examples; you might recall that in the 10th
Parliament, in fact it is a huge task to seek advice from
the Attorney General regarding the Private Member’s
Bill. We might recall that in the past Parliament,
Honourable Modubule tabled a Private Member’s Bill
which was clear; it requested that the Constitution should
be amended so that the Members of Parliament’s terms
could be included in the Constitution and they should
not be in Parliament at the behest of the President;that is
the powers of the President to dissolve Parliament when
their term ends should be expunged, it should be known
that a Member of Parliament remains thus until another
Member of Parliament is sworn in.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Like Councillors.
MR MANGOLE: Just like Councillors. Simple!
A straightforward Bill. You could see because the
leadership did not support that Bill. You could see that
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the Attorney General was at pains trying to explain that
this Bill is not constitutional yet Honourable Modubule
was assisted by the Parliamentary Counsel (PC) to draft
this Bill. You see, what Honourable Moswaane said at
the end of the day you are going to find Attorney General
fighting with her juniors; Honourable PC advised and
assisted to draft Bill. Attorney General argued how this
Bill is unconstitutional, Parliament passed the Bill. To
date, four years later, the Bill is sitting at the Office of the
President (OP) and has no intentions to sign it. I am sure
he is going to step down without signing it or taking it
back to Parliament that “I do not want this Bill.” So such
instances reflect that our Attorney General is not free.
If she is not free what are our expectations regarding
the government cases because she is the advisory body?
Even if she were to advise the Government that you
are out of line, she cannot advise the President that we
should withdraw the case, we will lose because she is
begging for whatever she is begging for and they will
keep losing just like Honourable Moswaane said.
We might recall that during Ms Nasha’s term, this
Parliament made a decision to ensure its independence
by tabling different Bills. It was difficult to get assistance
from the Attorney General to draft the Bills. Luckily we
had the assistance of the Parliamentary Counsel who is
clever and has so much capability in his field. He did his
best to assist Parliament to draft all the necessary Bills
against the will of the Attorney General. That is why
at the end of the day, the poor Learned PC lost his job
because he forgot the hand that feeds him. So as long
as such things still exist, as long as we do not amend
our procedures that posts such as Attorney General and
other higher offices should be appointed by Parliament,
we are going to experience such challenges that the
Minister is complaining about, like the fact that lawyers
are resigning from Attorney General’s office at high
rate.
We saw many skilled lawyers who represented the
Government very well, and in no time you hear that one
has resigned to work in a private practice. My belief is
that they do not only leave because of salaries; it is
the issue of freedom and the latitude to do their job at
the Attorney General because the Executive is on their
case to dictate to them. If you are a lawyer, you want
that freedom. You cannot do your job properly unless
in future your credibility will be lost because you lose
case after case.
In light of those reasons Minister consider to confidently
take a stand and say, “I want to table a Bill in Parliament
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which will amend the procedure in which the Attorney
General is appointed.” So that we can have a strong
General Attorney’s office, which is free to carry out its
duty. I do not have doubt in our lawyers…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Your time is up Honourable
Mangole.
MR MANGOLE: And their job capability. Thank you.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. Mr Chairperson, let me thank all those
colleagues who have contributed to this chapter and
assure them that all the constructive suggestions that
they tendered, we will consider and make sure that we
implement them.
The rest I will take them as said, and say they are free to
cast their own opinions. With respect to the comments
made by some Honourable Members relating to the
departure of Attorney General’s (AGs) Chambers staff,
and ascribing that departure to lack of professionalism
and pressure on the part of Government…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! We do not have quorum.
Can you please call them in Honourable Kablay. You are
all 20 in total; we are short of one person. .
MR KGATHI: Mr Chairperson, I will try to be quick
in replying these questions because it is quite clear that
the colleagues on the other side of the aisle are not
interested in the Parliament proceedings. The issue of
the departure of the Attorney General’s Chambers staff
cannot be attributed to them losing cases. That is far
from being true. The biggest driving force that made
them leave is the conditions of service; we are not
giving them enough remuneration that could keep them,
we are working on it, we are trying to come up with a
strategy for attraction and retention. To say that people
have left because they have lost cases, I do not think it is
anywhere near the truth. The Government Attorneys are
very well trained. Those of you who are casting doubt
on them are showing their lack of understanding. They
are well experienced to a very great extent even far
much better than some in the private practice.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable Kgathi, I
think we do not have quorum once again; you are all
here you may proceed Honourable Member.
MR KGATHI: I want to tell you that, I have a lot of
confidence in our Government Attorneys.
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MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure. Mr
Chairperson, can you please advice here; what are we
supposed to do about the Honourable Minister being
on the floor and not answering questions but rather
talking about some irrelevant issues that the Honourable
Members never debated on? Nobody said that the
lawyers at the Attorney General’s Chambers are under
qualified; the issue was why they cost the Government
some money by taking her cases to the high court even
though she does not stand a chance of winning. The
Minister is now beating around the bush as if he was not
listening to what the Honourable Members said.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Just be patient with him, I think
he will eventually get to the point.
MR KGATHI: Maybe the Honourable Member was
sleeping and did not hear what was said. I said you were
casting doubt…
MR KESUPILE: On a point of clarification. Thank
you Mr Chairperson. The Honourable Minister has
talked about having a plan to try and stop the staff from
leaving and this is not the first time that he has said that;
when is he planning to implement this plan so that he
can stop those who have not left yet from leaving too.
MR KGATHI: Let me answer Ralebotlele first. I
was saying; sorry, my apologies, I meant Honourable
Kgoroba. I have withdrawn Mr Chairperson. Maybe
The Honourable Member was sleeping. When you cast
doubt on the professional conduct of staff…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. Mr Chairperson,
can you please advise this fool against winding me up.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Please do not do that,
Honourable Members. Honourable Kgoroba, he has
withdrawn his words can you please do the same.
MR KGOROBA: I withdraw.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Members, you
have started the habit of using hurtful words against
each other and then withdrawing; I have to do something
about that. You may continue Honourable Kgathi.
MR KGATHI: I was disagreeing with you casting
doubt on their professional conduct. Attorney General’s
Chambers staff has a lot of experience. They have
amassed a lot of experience that in majority of
instances…
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MR MANGOLE: On a point of order. Mr Chairperson,
the Honourable Minister is out of order. We thought
that he will correct his statement after the Honourable
Member asked him to. He is saying that we, on the other
side of the aisle were casting doubts on the staff of the
Attorney General’s Chambers. We never said that; I
listened to all Members that debated from this end and
nobody has casted doubt on the capability of the lawyers
at the Attorney General’s Chambers. We all said that it
is the conditions that they are working under that has
led to them not exercising their knowledge to their full
potential. You are imputing improper motives on us
therefore you have to withdraw those words because
they are not true.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Minister, they are
denying ever saying that.
MR KGATHI: No, unless the Honourable Member was
not here. Honourable Boko was very clear yesterday
when he said that he does not understand the purpose
of the Attorney General’s Chambers. They draft Bills
which are close to near embarrassment, to use his words;
they are not advisory. I am responding to these words.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR KGATHI: If you were not here, then there is
nothing I can do about it.
MR MANGOLE: On a point of order. Mr Chairperson,
I was here listening to Honourable Duma Boko, that
the Bills from the Attorney General’s Chambers do not
serve their purpose of advising. He further explained
the structure of the Attorney General’s Chambers. They
are not independent and are not able to exercise their
knowledge freely. That is exactly what the Leader of
Opposition was saying. That is exactly what we were
saying. That is exactly what Moswaane was saying.
Nobody ever doubted the capabilities of the lawyers
at the Attorney General’s Chambers. You are imputing
improper motives on the Leader of Opposition.
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgathi, I was not
here but they are denying saying all that yesterday.
MR KGATHI: I maintain that. If they are trying to
apologise to them because I am now exposing them,
then it is a different story. I maintain that you said that
you are casting doubt on the professional conduct of
the staff of the Attorney General’s Chambers. You have
even gone to an extent of saying…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgathi, because I
was not here yesterday and I do not know exactly what
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was said, I will get a Hansard to try and find out. I do
not want us going back and forth on this issue; you may
proceed.
MR KGATHI: The Lawyers at the Attorney
General’s Chambers are well trained and have a lot of
experience which they have amassed by working for the
Government. They are not leaving this Government for
greener pastures because they lose cases. I am stating
that, I am putting it to you that they are not because
law by its nature deals with a contested terrain; it would
depend on the Judge to see how the case is going. They
are not leaving the Government because you allege
that there is no freedom. They have total freedom. The
Constitutional right which appoints the Directorate of
Public Prosecutions (DPP), explains very clearly that he
is not under anyone’s authority to decide which case to
take to court. I want to put it to you that there is not
a single day that this Government ever told the DPP
that prosecute this case, do not prosecute that case. If
you do not refer to that as freedom, then it means there
is a problem. So, do not lump accusations that are not
substantiated on this officers.
They are professionally trained. I am wondering what
those who say they need professional training mean.
They come from the same University of Botswana and
the same universities around the world. I do not think
it is fair Mr Chairperson for our officers to be treated
this way.
I agree with the argument that we should resource the
Attorney General’s Chambers. There is a question which
was asked by Honourable Kesupile he said, “When are we
doing that?” This is something that is ongoing. You will
remember that we upgraded the scales for Magistrates,
they used to be very, very low. Currently I am sure they
are at D1 or D2, and the Regional Magistrate is at E1 or
somewhere there. That has retained a good number of
our Magistrates. In the past, they used to go and they are
enjoying their work and they have got no pressure to be
told to put up judgement a certain way.
The argument that at AGs Chambers there is plenty of
old men and women is far from being true, instead the
opposite is the case. We have a youthful workforce...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Inaudible)...
MR KGATHI: How can I account for your absence
in Parliament and each time you want to catch up with
what was said. They are not waiting for retirement only.
There is a lot of youth who are enjoying working there.
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Finally, looking at what Honourable Mangole said,
that our officers have got no freedom, I explained that
the DPP and the Attorney General are appointed as a
result of the Constitutional provision which exists.
If you say an Attorney General must be appointed by
the Parliament because they cannot bite the hand that
appoints them, your argument does not hold any water
in that sense. What will happen in that case is that, if
there is a case of somebody versus Parliament, are you
implying that the Attorney General because is appointed
by the Parliament, will then favour Parliament? That
argument is really not valid.
Mr Chairperson, I wish to move that the sum of Two
Hundred and Six Million, Sixty Nine Thousand, Six
Hundred and Eighty Pula (P206, 069, 680.00) under the
Recurrent Head and Forty One Million Seven Hundred
and Seventy Seven Thousand and Nineteen Pula (P41,
777, 019.00) under the Development Head be approved
and stand as part of the estimates for the financial year
2017/2018. I move accordingly.
Question put and agreed to.

ORGANISATION 1400 – AUDITOR
GENERAL
MR CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! Please note that
two (2) hours has been allocated to this organisation. I
shall call upon the Honourable Minister to reply to the
debate at 1740 hours today and the question will be put
at 1455 hours on Monday.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. Mr Chairperson, I stand to present
to this House, the budget proposals for the financial
year 2017/18, under Organisation 1400, the Office of
the Auditor General. Before I go into the details of the
budget proposals, allow me to present an overview of
achievements made as well as challenges encountered
over the past financial year.
Mr Chairperson, the year 2016 marked the 50th
anniversary of excellent service by the Auditor General
to this Republic. It is therefore befitting for me to
mention some achievements made in this landmark year.
The Auditor General continues to certify the accounts
of Central Government and independent departments,
local authorities, land boards and selected parastatals as
per her mandate. In addition to the financial audits, the
Auditor General undertakes performance audits (value
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for money audits) in the public sector. The Auditor
General continues to support the Public Accounts
Committee, the Committee on Statutory Bodies and
State Owned Enterprises and the Local Authorities
Public Accounts Committee in the examination of
Accounting Officers.

and Seventy Pula (P61, 923, 270.00) is requested under
Department 1401 - Office of the Auditor General for the
financial year 2017/2018. This represents an increase of
Eight Million One Hundred and Forty-Nine Thousand
and Nine Hundred Pula (P8, 149, 900.00) or 15 per cent
over the 2016/2017 financial year.

Mr Chairperson, the Auditor General has embarked on
a manpower rationalisation exercise to match skills,
processes and technology for optimal use of the human
capital. This exercise is expected to be concluded
during the first half of the financial year for which I am
requesting funds.

Mr Chairperson, allow me to present the breakdown of
my proposal on major spending items of the budget.

The Auditor General’s Report on the Accounts of the
Botswana Government for the financial year ended
31st March 2016 has been concluded and tabled in this
House.
CHALLENGES
The Auditor General has faced some challenges in
the discharge of their duty, notably; audit visibility
which can help as a major deterrent to acts of fraud
and corruption. Increased audit coverage is therefore
necessary in order to dissuade those charged with the
custody and use of public resources from any acts
of malpractice, fraud and corruption. Government
expenditure has over the years grown, hence the need to
increase resources for the Auditor General to widen the
audit coverage particularly in the outstation offices and
in our offices abroad.
Mr Chairperson, last year I reported that the Auditor
General had to vire funds from some other votes to
augment the Travelling and Transport (Internal) vote
which had proved inadequate to fund all the necessary
audit trips. The Internal Travel vote continues to be
frozen and this has become a hindrance to the Auditor
General’s…
MR CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Kgoroba, quorum.
There is no quorum Honourable Members.
MR MOLALE; So, Mr Chairperson, we were of the
view that the Auditor General could be assisted in
making sure that all these audits are performed. It is a
matter that we shall be pursuing outside this House to
make sure that there is a common understanding with
regard to that issue.

PARENT ACCOUNT 00110 – SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES
Mr Chairperson, an amount of Thirty-Nine Million, Six
Hundred and Thirty-One Thousand and Five Hundred
and Fifty Pula (P39, 631, 550.00) is requested under
Salaries and Allowances, representing an increase of
Five Million and Fifty-Five Thousand, Seven Hundred
and Eighty Pula (P5, 055, 780.00) or 14.6 per cent
increase over the 2016/2017 estimates.
PARENT ACCOUNT 00200 - TRAVELLING &
TRANSPORT (INTERNAL)
Mr Chairperson, a total of Three Million nine and ThirtySix Thousand, Four Hundred and Forty Pula (P3, 936,
440.00) is requested. This amount remains unchanged.
This is to cover internal costs for transport subsistence,
hire charges, and petrol, oil and lubricants for vehicles.
PARENT ACCOUNT 00300 - TRAVELLING &
TRANSPORT (EXTERNAL)
Mr Chairperson, the sum of One Million Eight Hundred
Thousand Pula (P1, 800, 000.00) is requested. This is
the same as 2016/17 Estimates. It will facilitate the
Auditor General to fulfil her regional and international
obligations as a role player in the global practice of
public sector auditing. Botswana missions abroad also
need to be regularly monitored for compliance and
prudent use of financial resources disbursed to them.
PARENT ACCOUNT 00400
EXPENSES & SUPPLIES

-

GENERAL

RECURRENT BUDGET

Mr Chairperson, the sum of Five Million, Two Hundred
and Ninety-Eight Thousand, Six Hundred and Eighty
Pula (P5, 298, 680.00) is requested under General
Expenses and Supplies. This covers, amongst others,
advertising and publicity, office supplies, domestic
household requisites, computer systems licences and
printing of audit reports.

Mr Chairperson, the sum of Sixty-One Million, Nine
Hundred and Twenty-Three Thousand Two Hundred

PARENT ACCOUNT 0500 – DEPARTMENTAL
SERVICES
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Mr Chairperson, last year I reported that the Auditor
General had relocated to the new offices in the Central
Business District. This has come at a cost. I therefore
request the sum of Five Million, Six Hundred and One
Thousand and Forty Pula (P5, 601, 040.00) under this
account mainly to pay for the office rental.

I came out from reading your document feeling that
the document is not satisfactory. I feel the document is
not satisfactory because I came out not having a clear
understanding of the type of institution, meaning the
Auditor General, you want to create, and how you have
progressed as an institution.

PARENT ACCOUNT 01200 – TRAINING

I came out not having a good sense of the type of
Accountant or the type of Auditor that you want to
create. I think it is important in documents like these,
public documents, to give a very clear impression of
the type of institution that you want to build. I am sure
that you want to build and Auditor General that has the
confidence of a public that has a sense of independence.

Mr Chairperson, the sum of One Million, Eight Hundred
and Fifty Nine Thousand, Eight Hundred and Twenty
Pula (P1, 859, 820.00) is requested under the training
account. This amount is an increase of One Hundred and
Fifty-Nine Thousand, Eight Hundred and Twenty Pula
(P159, 820.00) over the 2016/17 Estimates. This will
cover staff training and other development interventions
and the purchase of training equipment and materials.
PARENT ACCOUNT
EXPENDITURE

04300

–

SPECIAL

Mr Chairperson, the sum of One Million, Nine Hundred
and Eighty Thousand, Three Hundred and Fifty Pula
(P1 980 350) is requested under the special expenditure
account. This will cover replacement of vehicles and
computers.
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET
Mr Chairperson, the Office of the Auditor General
Development Budget of Nine hundred and forty
thousand Pula (P940 000) is included as part of the
Ministry of Presidential Affairs, Governance and Public
Administration’s request. This is to cover the cost of
competency gap analysis which will form a basis for
targeted staff training interventions.
Mr Chairperson, this concludes my budget proposals for
the Office of the Auditor General, and I request that the
sum of Sixty-One Million, Nine Hundred and TwentyThree Thousand, Two Hundred and Seventy Pula
(P61, 923, 270.00) be approved and stand part of the
2017/2018 Estimates. I move accordingly. Thank you
Mr Chairperson.
MR GAOLATHE (GABORONE BONNINGTON
SOUTH): I thank you Mr Chairperson for this
opportunity. Thank you Honourable Minister for
your presentation on the Auditor General. I will give
what I call a layman’s perspective. I will give some
observations with a view to helping you identify what I
think might be the lapses in what I think you are trying
to do.
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In fact I would venture and say that in fact you do have
an Auditor General’s Office that is generally competent
and that generally has a sense of independence, but that
is not coming out. I think it is important that it should
come out. It is important that you should indicate
whether you are making progress in terms of creating
the type of reputation that you want to build as an
institution.
I think it is also important when we talk about the
capacity of the institution, going back to the type of
Auditor that you want to create, how productive is your
Auditor. Two (2) years ago your Auditors were able to
audit this quantum of ministries or departments, and
we think we are improving or we are deteriorating. So
again, back to my lecture on performance data, I think
it is important for your Auditor General as an institution
to keep an eye on whether they are improving in terms
of productivity or they are not.
You talk about lack of coverage of the Auditor General.
I think it is a well-accepted fact that the Auditor General
does not cover as much ground as they should, but you
need to indicate ideally what kind of ground the Auditor
General’s Office should cover. The end aspiration is to
have an Auditor General’s Office that is able to cover
all the ministries, so many parastatals. What is the ideal
quantum of the coverage that they are supposed to
cover? Where are they? How much coverage are they
currently able to cover? How much more space do they
have to go?
I think the Auditor General, just like the other offices;
the Attorney General’s and other offices that are
profession intensive, have to worry about the issue of
cross-fertilisation and cross-pollination; meaning that a
department like that in order for it to cultivate a culture
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of excellence and sustain a culture of excellence, they
need to be able to be attracting people from the private
sector, and then feeding into the private sector as well.
You need to indicate, you need to have an idea of where
you are in terms of being able to cross-fertilise and
cross-pollinate, to what extent are you able to attract
professionals from prominent Auditors and Accountants
in relation to what the other countries are doing.

is far inadequate. It is not the amount of money that is
sufficient for the Auditor General to perform the types
of responsibilities that they have. I would say that the
more money we spent on them, we might find that as
an economy, we are even able to save billions of Pula
not even the hundreds of millions that we would have
spent on the Auditor General’s Office. I think with those
words, I will stop there.

So, I think this idea of incentives, and whenever I
talk about incentives, I am not limiting myself to
remuneration, incentives that a professional of this type,
an Auditor, what are the other types of incentives that
bring fulfilment in what they do and does the Auditor
General provide these types of incentives that are
able to create this culture of excellence in the crosspollination that is required in order to create the world
class institution that I think we are trying to create. It is
a well-known fact that one of the areas that is lacking
in our Auditor General’s Office is we are falling far
short of providing value for money audits. We know
how important value for money audits are because
they are what guide and give us an idea of where we
are as a country in terms of extracting value from our
procurement process. The extent to which the mega
projects for example, the cost of building dams relative
to what other countries are going, where are we in terms
of the scale? Where are we as a country in relation to the
other countries in terms of the amount of money that we
spend per student in the tertiary institutions and other
institutions where Government is paying a great deal
and the amount of money we pay per student for the type
of quality that we are getting? Where are we in terms of
the amount of money we spend on building tarred roads,
paved roads per kilometre relative to other countries?
Without these types of performance audits, it is going
to be very difficult to establish whether ministries or
Government in general is extracting value from service
providers. One may even go as far as to argue that the
amount of money that we are potentially losing by not
having the requisite systems and capacity to manage
mega projects in particular is billions of Pula per year.
There is no telling whether we are or not because we
are not conducting the types of value for money audits
that would give us insights around where we are as a
country.

MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you Mr
Chairperson. I also wanted to thank the Minister …

Now having said that, I think it would not be extravagant
for me to make the claim that the Auditor General’s
Office is inadequately financed. The amount of money
that we are putting into the Auditor General’s Office

HONOURABLE MEMBER: You spoke yesterday
and today you have been given a chance again …
MR MAJAGA: I am not like you, I am the one
responsible for the House being quorate.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MAJAGA: I want to thank the Minister for the
presentation of the budget of the Auditor General. When
we talk about this department, we need to be serious
bearing in mind that as Parliament we are responsible
for authorising funds that go into the ministries and at
the end we need to evaluate if those funds have been
used appropriately or not to perform projects or services
needed by Batswana. This is one of the most important
departments because they audit Government books
to check if the funds were used appropriately by the
ministries and parastatals. I am one of the Honourable
Members who once voiced out his concern on the
growth of these parastatals in Botswana that they are
many and we continue pouring a lot of funds into them.
At the end of the day that must be accounted for, we
need to see what we call value for money that we are
giving those parastatals. Mr Chairperson, I wanted to
explain that in my view it is not enough. Maybe next
time the Minister should increase Auditor General’s
budget. He should increase their budget because when
you look at the job that they are doing in the whole
country, they need to employ more staff that can do this
job. There is no use asking for supplementary budgets
to have developments but thereafter Batswana or this
House authorises some funds that we do not know how
they are used. I was saying, next time we should make
sure that they get a substantial budget that can enable
them to get more staff to audit. They should have a
unit similar to research though it might be smaller to
work with. This unit can carry out some international
benchmarking because their job increases everyday
and it requires exceptional skill every minute. That
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is why we hear of Stock Exchange; the fluctuation of
money and so on. Sometimes a department like this one
which is responsible for auditing national funds should
be encouraged by establishing a research unit. They
should have constant training to match them with the
international standard of auditing.
Another thing that I wish to see or what we should see
is to get them to do some reports or an extensive public
education where Batswana will be educated on what
their department is all about because the funds that we
are using or they are auditing are tax payers’ money.
So they need to have a budget that will cater for public
outreach.
When we look at the way we are allocating our budget
as per ministries, for instance, when it comes to councils
like the Central District Council (CDC), you will get to
realise that they are as old as Ministries. After they have
done an audit, it takes long for the report to be sent this
side for review so it might be prudent to consider having
a branch in Francistown in future so that things can be
done quickly.
When you look at their processes, they are better placed
when it comes to money handling, and they are always
there to advise the Public Accounts Committee. They
have a lot on their table, which is why I was suggesting
that their staff should be increased because they do our
recurrent budget and supplementary budgets. That is
just too much work that they have to da forced to be at
work all the time.
Honourable Gaolathe has touched on the issue of value
for money, and I support that. These mega projects
which require a lot of money which I am not sure if
it is ours or borrowed from other countries, we need
to assess their value to the country. When we look at
some of the parastatals, they are faced with so many
challenges, so they can assist us as the Government,
Parliament and even some of the committees like PAC
with their advice on better operations. They can assist us
with better strategies of carrying out our audit because
even some of these parastatals are performing badly.
The country dos not have anything to benefit from them.
If we can have that transformation together with the
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development and
those committees that I have talked about earlier on, you
will find that we have saved a lot of billions, which will
in turn benefit us in terms of infrastructure development.
It is a safe measure because we would not lose a lot
of money in some of these parastatals as I have stated
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earlier on. That is why I am of the view that training,
reporting, even just in the public is important because it
will drive awareness of their mandate as a department.
It is one of the departments which need to be fully
furnished with all the necessary equipment they need
to execute their mandate. We should try by all means
not to be like other countries that do not carry out an
audit, without any checks and balances. I thank you Mr
Chairman.
MR REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): Thank you
Mr Chairperson. I support the budget proposal tabled by
the Honourable Minister for the Auditor General. Before
I voice out my qualms, the Auditor General works
tirelessly to ensure that the audit for both the Central
Government and Local Government is carried out. Even
though they are thin on the ground, they still manage
to do it efficiently regardless of the challenges they are
faced with. Their mandate is not only about checking
the expenditure and balance thereof, but rather carrying
out the performance audit for the projects that were
planned for with more attention given to Information
Technology (IT) procurement. Currently, there are some
IT projects that are running and the benefits of these
projects o the country remains a mystery. I know that
one of the projects that demanded a lot of money was
the project monitoring at GAECO Electric Company,
which spent more than half a billion. Ever since then,
we have never heard how the system has worked even
though it was procured. Therefore, if we are going to
be spending that much on projects that do not even see
the light of the day, then we are wasting money Mr
Chairman. That is why I reiterate on the words spoken
by Honourable Gaolathe that there is no performance
audit and we will never get to know if the performance
of the economy. Therefore we have to ensure that these
are some of the issues that the Auditor General should
pay more attention to. We should not only pay attention
to the money spent, but also on the procured project and
its benefits. In that way, we shall be able to know if we
are on the right track or not.
The Auditor General presented a report which reflected
made headlines on the Media and even in Parliament
about the P34 million which was taken from the
disaster department to start Directorate of Intelligence
and Security (DIS). Now if they spend P500 million
to procure systems which have never been put to use,
and the office of the Auditor General does not report
anything about it, then we have more problems.
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We are on our 2017/18 financial year and very soon
PAC will be sitting to audit the 2016/17 expenditure.
In councils, the Local Authority Public Accounts
Committee (LAPAC) is still auditing the 2013/14
expenditure. There is no supervision, things are done
haphazardly and every time there is an issue that needs
to be addressed, the case has to be prescribed. In one
instance, there was someone who bought 20 stray cattle
and paid with a cheque that bounced. By the time an
audit was carried out, no one was found guilty. Those
who conducted the auction had retired.
This happens because the Department of Auditor
General audits after three or four years at the councils.
Government loses a lot of money in councils, that is
where there are a lot of loopholes. The budget that is
given the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development, billions, which is later given to the
Councils are not used wisely. That money is given to the
Councils but it does not serve any purpose because the
accounts are never audited. This is why it is necessary
that when auditing the parastatals and the Central
Government accounts, we should do the same with the
Councils. When the Public Accounts Committee and the
Local Authority Public Accounts Committee (LAPAC)
sit to audit land boards, the Councils should…
MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
RALOTSIA): Clarification. We would like the
Honourable Member to clarify to us if what he is talking
about was happening even in the Council that he was
once Chairing. Were things not accounted for?
MR REATILE: Thank you Mr Chairperson. That
is a very good question Honourable Member. The
Honourable Member is right to be concerned whether
when I was at the Council that I was chairing, things
were not done accordingly. That is where there is a
lot of unaccountability. In the Southern, that is where
cattle were sold and paid through cheques that bounced.
During that time there was an Honourable Chairperson
of the sub council called Honourable Ralotsia who
knows all the details.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR REATILE: These are some of the things that
we should take seriously and put jokes aside Mr
Chairperson.
MR RALOTSIA: Correction Mr Chairperson. No,
if things changed when Honourable Reatile was the

ORGANISATION 1400 – AUDITOR
GENERAL Committee of Supply

Chairperson he should just speak for himself. I was the
Chairperson for Kanye Administrative Authority (KAA)
and all the unaacounting and other wrong doings that I
hear about were not like that. Thank you.
MR REATILE: Thank you Honourable Chairperson.
The other issue that I wanted to talk about Mr Chairman
is that in one country there was a tender to supply the
community with water that was advertised. There was
only one borehole, when Auditor General audited, he
found out that they said they drilled it with 1.5 million.
They were asked to explain the skills they used…they
said “no, we were purifying…” Their response was not
accepted as they were told that what they did could not
even cost 300 000.00. So if we are not going to make a
follow up on these, the same cases of drilling boreholes
with 1.5 million will happen in Botswana.
The Auditor General should therefore work hard to
prevent this situation. We should ensure that the little
money that we have is used for services that Batswana
could benefit from. We cannot just assume that the
everything is going according to plan, that the Ministry
has accounted for the money that had been allocated to
the councils and we do not make a follow up on how the
procurement process was done, that is where we will be
losing a step.
This office should make a follow up on the procurement
process because sometimes you will find that 10
kilogram (kg) bag of rice might cost P500. No, it is not
enough to do that.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR REATILE: That is why Wynter hates you and
never wants to take your questions. Mr Chairperson, we
should protect the economy of this country, we need to
react to these issues, we cannot just sit in this House and
watch as our economy depreciates and start pointing
fingers at each other when we had a chance to address
these issues. Since Honourable Mangole looks worried,
I will sit down. I thank you Madam Chairperson.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Thank you very
much Madam Chairperson. Let me just say one (1) or
two (2) words because I do support that the Honourable
Minister, be given the money he requests for the Office
of the Auditor General to continue with her work. The
office of the Auditor General is established by the
Constitution and it is to be independent, free and to
operate without any direction, control or influence from
any person or authority. We know what the Auditor
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General is doing and has to do. The reports they produce
come to this House and they are duly presented by the
Minister of Finance and Economic Development. We
have a great interest in the job of the Auditor General
because it has a profound bearing on our oversight role.
Therefore, we must be very, very concerned when we see
a semblance of something that appears to be a persistent
attempt to impede the Auditor General to perform.
I just want to focus on two (2) items that you highlighted
and showed exactly what is happening with them in
your submission, the travelling and transport; external
vote. You are giving it or you are asking for P1.8 million
for that and you are saying there is no change. In other
words, it is as it was before. The question is, with 22
resident diplomatic missions around the world, do
you really think P1.8 million is sufficient for Auditor
General to perform the various audits, some of which
we know require multi-disciplinary teams? I want to
believe when they go out; they are not going on a flight
visit. Taking a large number of people and they are
going to spend days. With the amount of money you are
asking, I do not think they can even accomplish half of
the missions for one given particular year they might be
auditing. So, this is a very serious concern.
The second one has to do with internal travel. The P3.9
million that you are asking for is very, very little and you
are also saying, “no increase, same as before,” very little
increase. Although you are not telling us why you are
not increasing, in 2014/2015 you asked for P3 million,
in 2015/2016; P3 million, 2016/2017; P3.2 million,
this time around P3.9 million. You and I were civil
servants and we know very well that if you look at the
departments of the Auditor General, that P3.9 million
would probably suffice for one (1) unit that is doing its
specific audit. It cannot take them around the country to
do a job they have to do. This is just very little. In my
view, it is an attempt to impede the Auditor General in
the performance of a very important function.
I want to plead with you Minister, that you go and revise
these figures and find a way of giving them the money
they need.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification.
Thank you Madam Chairperson. Thank you Honourable
Kesupile. I am just following your argument on that issue
of internal vote and I want you to reconcile what you
have just submitted with the fact that in previous years,
given the shortage, there were even some virements.
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MR KESUPILE: You know the virement was actually
trying to patch up, where the patching up was not
succeeding. The point we need to bear in mind is that
P3.9 million is far too low. It is far too low for internal
travel by the Auditor General.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Majaga,
before you go, please check the quorum.
MR KESUPILE: If you take into account the
departments under which various audits ought to be
performed, the performance audit I believe would
not even do with P3.9 million, it will need more than
that. Parastatal, quality assurance, Local Government,
Central Government, the Information Technology
(IT) and corporate services audits, given also that the
multi-sectorial team that is required to go around for
various assignments, is not doing a flying visit like a
school inspection. This is about studying, inspecting
and examining the various documents. So, I am
pleading with you that this is far too low. I want to
believe somewhere perhaps when they submitted, they
probably may have submitted P20 million, rather than
P3.9million and maybe you were forced to cut by your
colleagues. I think your colleagues must bear with you
that you need money to assist the Auditor General,
otherwise the perception will be created in the general
public’s mind that there is an attempt to thwart a very
important function of the Auditor General. They must
get the resources and do the work and it must appear real
that there is no way in which they are being controlled
or influenced or even muzzled through funding. They
must have enough funds to be able to perform their job.
I think if we continue with this sought of thing, where
they are underfunded with respect to the internal travel
and external travel, they will even fail to live up to the
standard that is required of them by the international
institutions and the institutions in the region. It will
become extremely difficult and might even compromise
the oversight role of Parliament which depends on their
findings and the reports that they produce and present to
Parliament. I thank you Madam Chairperson.
MR BOKO (GABORONE BONNINGTON
NORTH): Thank you very much Madam Chairperson.
Let me begin by associating myself with the submissions
already made in particular by no less a person than the
person of comrade Ndaba Gaolathe, and the others who
spoke so eloquently after him, including Honourable
Reatile.
Let me point out that the functions of the Auditor
General are extremely important. So important that this
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country saw fit to place that function in the Constitution
and not only place it there but to ensure that whatever
reports are produced by this office are passed through
the Minister, who becomes but merely a conduit for
their presentation to Parliament. This is how important
this function is. So important that in terms of Section
124, Sub-Section 5 of the Constitution, this office has
to be independent and function without any dictation,
direction or control of any person or authority.
Let us interrogate this just a little in relation to the
budget; control and direction can take many shapes
and forms but one of the most common is where one
authority becomes the controller of the purse, pays the
piper, and when it so pays the piper, it calls the tune.
The tune is being called in a manner of speaking when
the resources required for the execution of so important
a function, are not adequate or do not even come
anywhere near capacitating the office to discharge these
important functions.
Speakers have indicated that it is critical not just to
confirm that the X amount given has been expended.
The most vital aspect of the equation is to establish
whether the expenditure has exacted the right value.
So, there must be some cost benefit analysis involved
and this means the office of the Auditor General must
be in a position to undertake this kind of analysis and
report accurately and not many days or many months
after, sometimes they may have to go in and do some
pre-assessment. We have had many projects which have
been funded from the public purse, projects which have
not yielded any value. We have had reports from the
Auditor’s General office. One wonders whether these
reports have been laudatory, have they been praise
poems saying everything went well, because if that is
the case, then it will mean the office has failed and failed
miserably in protecting public funds.
It could also mean that the office did not have the capacity
to undertake the kind of forensic enquiry that is required
by the law of it. What we must do here Minister, is to
ensure that this office is given the requisite resources to
do what it is supposed to do. Examples have been given
of how much money, even a reasonable estimate would
establish and so the funds that you are requesting here,
come nowhere near.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR BOKO: Mabeo, some of these issues affect where
you come from in the railways, in terms of what we are
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told happened in relation to the purchase of trains and
trucks. So, you really need to listen carefully.
We want to have this office undertake proper forensic
examinations. We would like for you Minister, when
you come here, do not just give us the figures. Give us a
sense of whether this will take you anywhere, because if
it does not take you past first base, then you are not in a
position to discharge the functions that the Constitution
requires.
Parliament becomes complicit in the frustration of the
Constitution. I do not want to be party to a situation
where the Constitution is held hostage because money
is being withheld from where the Constitution requires
it should go, in fact where it should, so that it gives us
comfort that public funds are being expended properly.
It is critical for you not just to give us a
write-up and tell us the figures, but tell us how far from
where you want to be, these figures take you. So that
if hard, difficult decisions have to be taken here by
Parliament, we should take those decisions, because in
the absence of those decisions, we are in fact becoming
sponsors of corruption, rather than an institution that
should protect the country against corruption.
We have seen corruption, we see it all over the place.
We see it in the Directorate of Intelligence and Security
(DIS), in my view. We see it in mega projects that have
failed to take off and fly. We see it all over the place. We
want the Auditor General to be able to confirm if there
is any corruption and we want to see some heads rolling
in relation to corrupt activities. We do not want to rely
on ratings by some bogus agencies, and I say this with
the greatest respect and trepidation in relation to such
organs as Transparency International, that keep doling
out some praises and commendations when corruption
in this country has become institutionalised.
It is so institutionalised that it escapes the eye, even
of the Auditor General. Where it has become so
institutionalised that the Auditor General is made
incapable, rendered ineffective by withholding
resources that will enable it to smoke out corruption and
smoke out the corrupt. We want Minister, next time you
come before us and the write-up is very thin, and it is
awfully inadequate in so far as it does not inform us how
far we are from where we should be, so that we know. In
Philosophy, it is ‘is’ and ‘ought.’ You are giving us the
‘is’ proposition, what is the ‘ought’? Where we ought to
be; so that we see how far we are from where we ought
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to be and so that we are then able to deploy sufficient
resources and capabilities towards the attainment of the
ought proposition. We would like for that to happen.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: So, come back and sit
down. Salakae come back, you are taking a chance!
Proceed Minister.

I said earlier when I spoke, that of all the speeches and
write-ups that we received, the better one has been that
from the Ministry of Health and Wellness, in so far as it
was able to give us a fairer understanding of the issues
to inform us sufficiently. The others give us bare bones
approach painting charcoal outline. They do not give
sufficient detail to inform and empower the Members to
engage with the issues.

MR MAKGALEMELE: I therefore wanted to address
myself to the question of value for money Madam
Chairperson. I agree with some of the submissions made
by Honourable Gaolathe. We need the Auditor General
to do more work especially in terms of validating what
has been brought to the table as cost of projects. I hold a
strong view that our projects, whether mega or smaller
projects, roads projects for example, they are rather too
expensive. They could as well be overpriced. Therefore,
in the course of value for money, in the course of doing
performance audits, it is my wish that the extent to
which the projects in our country are priced Madam
Chairperson, should actually be taken seriously. I still
feel that we lose an opportunity to have more money
saved in terms of the roll out of expenditure. The money
that for example could be used in building roads, such
as the one linking Mmutlane and Shoshong, which we
cannot secure funding because the bulk of the money
goes to other very expensive projects that I strongly
believe are overpriced. I think the Auditor General must
be given more room to do further analysis on cost of
projects for this country. I strongly feel that Madam
Chairperson, we can find ourselves in a situation where
we save a lot of money that can go into some of these
projects. Therefore, I strongly...

I would also request you next time when you come,
to please give more details so that we can also plead
your course more forcefully. All in all, this is awfully
inadequate, both in terms of the write-up and in terms
of funds that you request. Awfully inadequate for what
the Auditor General has to do and so you would need
more, but you need to plead your case more clearly,
more succinctly. With those remarks, let me thank you
Madam Chairperson.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): I thank you
Madam Chairperson. Madam Chairperson, certainly the
Auditor General is one of the most important institutions
in our democracy. You know as a Member of Parliament,
it gives me a lot of comfort because I would go to my
constituents to consult them when I come to a Budget
session. I will then go back to them to tell them how the
Budget has been agreed upon. Then the most important
part, especially after the Auditor General has played
her part or has done the auditing, to go back to them
that the money that I told you was allocated, has been
audited and has been verified by the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC).
Therefore Madam Chairperson, when we talk about
ingredients that enhance our rankings as a country,
ingredients that support our investment promotion
profile, ingredients that support our good governance
portfolio, there is no way we can talk about those
without making reference to the Auditor General.
Madam Chairperson, I want to submit that with regards
to…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: There is no quorum
Honourable Makgalemele. Another Member just got in,
we are left with how many?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: One.
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Mabeo, I did
not vote for you to come here and sit outside.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Perhaps, before I...
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ... (Murmurs)...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: There is too much noise;
he will not be able to hear himself speak.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I also want to request the
Auditor General that in her plan to do performance audits
and addressing this question of value for money, I think
she should also look at doing a thorough performance
audit of the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal
Board (PPADB). I think that as she conducts that audit,
she will then be able to do the exercise that I was talking
about earlier on to ascertain the extent to which or not
projects are correctly priced in our country; as we have
heard a couple of minutes back Madam Chairperson
when submitting that my suspicion is generally projects
are overpriced in our country, and we could save a lot
into some of the projects.
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Madam Chairperson, the Minister also talks to the
support that the Auditor General provides to the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC), Committee on Statutory
Bodies and State Enterprises and performing audits
for the state owned entities. I want to especially thank
the Auditor General for the good work that they play
especially with regards to the support that they give to
the Public Accounts Committee and the Committee on
Statutory Bodies and State Enterprises. I happened to
have been a member of the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) when I was still at the backbench. The role that
the Auditor General provides to this committee is very
good and it really empowers the committee to do its job.
I want to appeal to this Honourable House, and I think
it is something that Honourable Kesupile who is the
current Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee
indicated when he presented his last report which
hopefully will be debated. He raised a concern that I
agree with, that Parliament never gives itself time to
debate the Public Accounts Committee Report. I think
it is one area where we are abdicating our responsibility
as Parliament because a very important audit that talks
to the finances of the country; that talks to the finances
that have been authorised by the Honourable House and
the report is not debated in Parliament.
The Auditor General Madam Chairperson has gone a
step further to present various performance audits, and
those various performance audits some of them have
never been debated in this Honourable House. How then
do we appreciate the value for money that the Auditor
General is talking about when we do not discuss these
reports in Parliament? Maybe one of the citizens will one
day sue us and say we are abdicating our responsibility
as Parliament, we are not debating key reports that talk
to the finances of our country. I therefore want to appeal
to this Honourable House that reports coming from
the Public Accounts Committee and Committee on
Statutory Bodies and State Enterprises must be debated
by this Honourable House. I think those who have the
powers to bring such reports for debate should really
play their part.
I also want to associate myself Madam Chairperson
with those who are arguing that adequate resources have
not been allocated to the Auditor General to be able to
perform her work more efficiently. I am particularly
worried Madam Chairperson on the proposal pertaining
to the traveling and transport, internal. Somewhere in
his presentation the Minister tells us that in the previous
year the funds were not adequate and they had to vire,

ORGANISATION 1400 – AUDITOR
GENERAL Committee of Supply

but what is surprising is that the Minister at Paragraph
8 goes on to request an amount of P3.9 Million and
indicating that this amount remains unchanged. I
think this is disturbing because the Auditor General
will therefore not be able to do her work especially at
this time where the budget has been increased quite
significantly both Recurrent and the Development
budgets. There have been some initiatives such as the
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP), where more and
more resources have been pumped into Government
to utilise. Therefore, we needed more money to be
allocated to the Auditor General so that she continues
to play her watchdog role. I think here we are really
missing the point by providing limited resources to the
Auditor General.
I want to conclude Madam Chairperson and say there
is always the issue of the independence of the Auditor
General. I think it is an issue that should be debated
especially with regards to what the Constitution is saying
and what we are currently practising. I know that during
the 10th Parliament there were some efforts towards
looking at entities that could for example report directly
to Parliament, and I think the Auditor General was one
of those that were being proposed for direct reporting
and direct appointment by Parliament. Personally I
think these reports must come to the table, they must
be interrogated so that we can ascertain the extent to
which the current practice is actually in line with current
realities. All in all with that level of disappointment, I
guess there is very little we can do but support what the
Minister is proposing. I thank you.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Madam Chairperson.
It is quite a disappointment Honourable Assistant
Minister. Madam Chairperson, when I consider the
budget from the Auditor General, their role and how
much the Government is allocating them, I feel that it
is not enough for them to carry out their work. We are
bringing more projects, more responsibilities for them
to audit, but we are not giving them enough funds. This
particular department also have shortage of staff. I do
not want to talk about it because what we have here is
the Public Accounts Report, the 54th Meeting. They have
only focused on few departments or Ministries not all of
them. They have come up with three (3) key issues that
we have to be concerned about.
The first one is that of efficiency; are the Government
departments efficient enough? The Report shows that
they are not. Another key issue is that of effectiveness;
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are they effective enough? Are the ministries doing what
they have to actually do with that money which has been
disbursed to them? This is another problem that was
pointed out by PAC.
The third one is value for money; when I look at this
report and consider that we have just increased the
ministries to eighteen (18) as well as coming up with
programmes like ESP, constituency funding and they
all have to be audited. I believe that the funds that they
have been allocated is not enough. I do not believe that
Government deliberately does not want to give this
Ministry money because it does not want to expose
the funds mismanagement taking place in government
Ministries. I do not want to believe that. That is why
I do not agree to this budget it is too low, the auditor
general as it is, is an important tool of this Government,
which oversees that the funds allocated to Ministries
is used for the intended purposes. Whether the funds
are used for the chosen projects. You could be happy
and strengthening this Ministry more than any other
Ministry, because it reports to you as the Minister
whether the funds allocated are indeed used for the
intended purpose.
There is nobody in this House who can deny knowing
that most Government projects have failed. Them having
failed means we have to make thorough investigations
and strengthen the Auditor General to investigate further
as to what caused the failure of these projects and where
the funds that were allocated for those projects went to.
Projects such as Morupule and the Glass Project, why
did we spend so much money with no returns? That is
why I said Minister, this Ministry is very important
therefore we need to allocate more funds to it so that
they can carry out investigations.
Sometimes Minister when I talk about such serious
issues and I find you laughing, it saddens me and leads
me to believe that maybe the Government is deliberately
not strengthening the Auditor General, because if that is
the case, you can never manage to address the problems
we face. The mismanagement that most Members of
Parliament talked about, which happened at Honourable
Ralotsia’s Ministry is going to continue. So if the
Minister could listen to me, he should employ more
staff, look for funds to strengthen this Ministry. We are
talking about things like forensic audit…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes Sir, something like
that. Unless you do not want that. Ministries should
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investigate using computers, those from Information
Technology (IT) can go further and investigate to
determine what is needed. I was saying…
MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
RALOTSIA): Point of order Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson, it seems Honourable Mokgware
was affected by noise from the guns so he no longer
thinks straight. I want him to withdraw what he said;
that Honourable Ralotsia’s Ministry mismanages funds.
He must stay away from guns.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Major
General, stop provoking Honourable Ralotsia. You are
provoking him.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, he is telling the truth
I am still hearing noise from guns just as he is hearing
noise from oxen. He is concentrating on oxen so he is
not listening attentively.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Auditor General is a very
important department to Government and to Batswana.
That is why it is even included in the Constitution
of Botswana to ensure that funds allocated here in
Parliament are used wisely. I agree with those who
suggested that this department should be independent. It
should not be bringing its report to Parliament. Reports
should not be submitted through the Minister because
they have to be loyal to the hand that feeds them, the
Minister may lash out at them and they may end up
tempering with the results of the audit.
Recently we heard there was a lot of corruption in
parastatals. All those parastatals have been bringing
their reports over the past years to be tabled here in
Parliament. The thing is having tabled and agreed to
these reports without sending people to investigate,
have we been doing justice to Batswana? The answer
is we have not. It means it is possible that parastatals
brought reports with a nice and very expensive cover
then we passed it. We need to allocate more funds to this
department so that it …
MR REATILE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. Maybe while the Honourable Member is
still on the issue of reports that come to this House, what
do you think can be done member because when reports
come here for tabling, they would have been audited first
by auditors who have been appointed by those boards
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or others having been sanctioned by Auditor General
lawfully. So what are you complaining about when you
say reports should be audited first?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. I am saying this because those nicely done
reports were once passed here only to be returned
because it seemed as if they were not thoroughly audited
because the Office of the Auditor General had explained
that they do not have staff who can go through these
reports one by one. So I believe if we can ensure that
they are thoroughly audited before coming here, we can
come up with useful quality reports which can easily be
audited.
There is also need for training of auditors. Right now
crime or corruption is complicated. So there is need for
the staff to be trained on forensic auditing. To be taught
to catch people who steal from banks using modern
technology (computers) this is very important. Just
like Honourable Kesupile indicated, when I look at the
population and the 22 embassies that we have abroad,
and when I look at the ministries and parastatals, I
do not think they can cover even 50 per cent of these
institutions in a year. They might manage to do not even
one third.
That is why I request that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Wait a minute Honourable
Molefhi, let me tell you something. The role of the
Auditor General is to ensure that the funds we allocate
to ministries every year are used properly. They should
not pick ministries randomly every year. There should
be consistency. We do not want to be told that a certain
project worth this much was not properly implemented,
then it is shelved with no investigations being carried
out. This department should report to Parliament, not
to the ministry, its independence should be visible as is
their right, just like the Constitution stipulates.
I wanted to comment with those few remarks and ask
the Minister to go back and request for more funds for
this department, so that they employ more staff and
have enough money to go around the country auditing
Government books.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Thank you Chairperson. I support this request. First of
all I want to concur with those who said this department
has no equipment and there is shortage of manpower.
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Honourable Members, we must realise that every year
we allocate funds and we know that sometimes there is
doubt that these projects can utilise all the funds and we
will be left with nothing.
This department according to me because I am a member
of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC), I want it to be
expanded, more staff should be employed , and it should
be given more power to deal with suspects. There are so
many cases, For example, last year when they audited
their books they realised that there was one person who
was supposed to have paid P48 000 but ended up paying
USD48 000. This was discovered two years after that
person was deported as they were said to be prohibited
immigrant. Therefore there was no how we could advice
the government or get in contact with that person. This
has shown that the department still needs more staff
with experience in dealing with these issues so that they
are in a position to take to task those government offices
which do not comply with the set standards.
In the current situation we find that Parliament passes
reports without even discussing them. Just like we have
once presented a report to this House and it stayed here
without being considered. I take it that those are the
issues we need to improve as Parliament, we should be in
a position to see that indeed the staff has been increased
as well as improve their conditions of service so that
they do internal audit of their procedures. Money is the
greatest enemy across all boards, be it at churches, in
government and at the end of the day we find ourselves
in trouble. I do believe that even though Auditor General
does their job, most of the time they are short staffed,
for example at the Department of Tertiary Education
Financing (DTEF), the officers are so corrupt and use
public funds for personal gain and there is no one to
really look into that situation. When the office of the
Auditor General makes a move to attend to the situation,
they find that the School which was sponsored has either
changed its name or has been closed. Let us consider
these issues because there is just too much work but the
office is short staffed. We should really call for their
empowerment so that they do their job. Honourable
Minister responsible, please make a report regarding
Local Authorities because it is evident that they do not
report at the Auditor General, they just go straight to
their Ministries and that has opened a gap for corruption
because there is no proper supervision. This is one area
which should be considered because if Auditor General
had enough staff then they could deal with this situation.
Moving on to the budget requested by the Ministry of
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Local Government and Rural Development, millions of
pula are being spent on things that one cannot account
for. This money is spent recklessly and no one can do
anything about it. If the office of the Auditor General
was independent and had all the resources, surely we
could curb some of the things which happen and we
could preserve the resources that we have as a country. I
support the Honourable Minster but I would like to move
that we support and close this matter, I had forgotten the
standing order to use when moving for the closure of
this matter. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON:
Rantuana is the last one.

No,

Honourable

MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you Madam
Chairperson. This is a very important department in
our country especially with the way things are in our
country. This is one department which Honourable
Matambo could have allocated more funds. When I look
at page 4, number 8, on internal Traveling and Transport,
they have been allocated P3.9 million, but these funds
are not enough. When we look at councils we find
that an internal Auditor has to seek transport from the
department which they are to Audit. They would tell the
Auditor that there is no vehicle so that they fill the gaps
and put their books in order, when they are ready that is
when they avail a vehicle for the Auditor. Honourable
Minister, if you could increase their Traveling and
Transport budget, it could be better…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable
Moswaane, when you leave, we will lose quorum.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI):
Clarification. The Honourable Minister just mentioned
that for an internal Auditor to Audit a certain department,
they have to seek transport from the concerned
department. I want to understand if this is the standard
practice for councils or he is just making a wild guess?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable Molefhi.
This is not a standard practice but an irregularity that
happens at Councils, hence my call for the increase of
the Travel and Transport budget for this to be addressed.
Therefore…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where does this happen?
MR RANTUANA: At your Council.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Which one?
MR RANTUANA: The one you are coming from
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Get out of here!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR RANTUANA: There is also the performance
audit, it looks like this department is not focused on
performance audit because there are so many project
which did not pay…
MR REATILE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Chairperson, while the Honourable Member is still
on the issue of increasing the Travel and transport
budget, how is the money going to reach the councils
because Councils share a vote with the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural Development? This one
concerns the office of the Auditor General.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you. It does not really
matter if you cannot run the audit well. If you cannot
act and tell us that, since the budget for the Ministry
of Local Government and Rural Development has been
passed and there is nothing that could be done, then
there is a problem somewhere. Honourable Members,
performance audit is lagging behind especially on
projects. We have so many projects which have not been
paid while some have been over paid. Therefore office
of the Auditor General should be on its toes, and should
audit performance in each stage of the projects, and not
wait for the completion of the project, the office should
not wait to have a report of poor workmanship then
they react to go and audit. There are big project, like the
Shakawe school project which was constructed without
the brick force. I wonder why people took that long for
the school to be handed over for them to realise that
the school has not been constructed properly. There is
the Ramotswa- Boatle road which was not constructed
properly, and millions of pula were spent in that road,
currently the road has potholes everywhere, there is no
difference between that road and the gravel road. There
is another project of Water Treatment Plant by Boatle,
it has stopped because the funds have been depleted
but it has not been completed. I still ask myself how
we can be told that a project that has cost P100 million
cannot be completed on the basis of being P12 million
short. Minister, is performance being monitored in our
country?
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
AND COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI):
Clarification. My colleague, let us be careful that we do
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not mix up. These two terms; audit which happens after
and the inspection which is part of the on-going project
as it is the case in Shakawe School. Auditor General is
responsible for one and inspectorate another. We should
be careful of that mix up because we might give one the
responsibility that does not fall under their portfolio.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mother. It is alright. I am
wondering what steps were taken by Auditor General to
ensure that inspectorate do their job after several failed
projects. That is what the Minister could be telling us
right now that in these past projects, how much has the
Auditor General learned so that inspectorate may carry
their responsibilities fully.
I have heard the Minister saying Auditor General is
going to rent offices at the Central Business District
(CBD). Why is the Government failing to build offices
for such important departments? Where are we going to
get funds, we do not know how much is rent at CBD, he
did not disclose how much it is. We are going to pay a
handsome figure to an individual, maybe thereafter, he
or she will leave with our money and we will have no
idea where to look. Why is it that the Government does
not value important things? Auditor General could not
be renting in offices that we do not know the owner.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: I am not sure if that building is well
set.
Lastly Minister, in the next Auditor General’s report,
it should indicate what Auditor General has done
to improve the situation that has been prevailing of
Government projects which are not done properly such
as spaghetti road in Francistown, schools in Shakawe
and Goodhope, some libraries and roads. You should
give us a full report of Auditor General so that we may
understand how it helps us when we allocate it funds.
Thank you.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Thank you
very much Madam Chairperson. I thank my colleagues
for the important contributions they have made and I
have heard them. As we can see in Paragraph 5, we
have said that we are on the rationalisation exercise of
Auditor General to find out where the Auditor General is
failing to do her job fully. Right now we were requesting
that while we are still on the rationalisation exercise, she
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should continue with her job. I wanted us to observe that
and be mindful of it.
Honourable Members talked about different audits. I
have discussed that with Auditor General and we agree
that they need to have a forensic unit, performance
unit, financial unit and others which are currently not
available. That is why we have said we need to review
the value of this department.
I agree with Honourable Boko; it is true Auditor General
is a creation of the Constitution and I can assure this
House of its independence. Independence will be
strengthened by resourcing her to perform more than
she is performing. We acknowledge the job that she is
doing and everyone can see that, like the Chairperson of
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) mentioned.
I am still in talks with my colleague from Finance that
the majority of the Auditor General’s responsibility is to
go around auditing books. I wish to finalise these talks
with Honourable Matambo and find out if there is a way
that the Auditor General may not be limited by funds to
go around auditing Government books and to see how
funds are used. We agree that it is important.
Auditor General is a member of these institutions;
African Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions
(AFROSAI) and The International Organisation of
Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI). That is where
they benchmark, sharing skills and when they find
that somewhere maybe in Tanzania, they have a pool
of Forensic Auditors, they assist each other. If one
lacks something, another one helps through these
organisations. So, I think the cross-fertilisation that was
mentioned by Honourable Gaolathe is done in those
different ways.
I agree with those who were saying, although it seems
they were mixing up inspectorate and audit like Mother
of the House pointed out, there must be preventative
actions; that is proactive auditing which will keep
people on track. We should not wait until things are
bad and then say “you did not perform well, you were
not on track.” That is what we must do. It is part of the
rationalisation that there should be that proactive kind
of auditing that will ensure that national resources are
not wasted.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ….(Inaudible)…
MR MOLALE: No, we cannot say Parliament
is complicit because Auditor General works with
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Parliament and even Members of Parliament appreciate
that she is doing a good job that we even see reports
coming in. Even her independence cannot be questioned
though some are saying she cannot bite the hand that
feed her. That is why people at PAC and Statutory
Bodies Committee are grilled. There is no fear because
the Auditor General would have brought those reports
that things have not been done properly here and she
does that without fear or favour. So, independence is
there but that independence does not mean that she is
not supposed to be resourced. That is why we are saying
we are going down that route and we are doing that to
enable her. So, Madam Chairperson, we are on these
things, Honourable Members let us be patient, we will
manage as time goes on.
I promise that next year I will give a report of what the
Auditor General managed to achieve; the various types
of audits which were successful so that it may come out
in the open that the Auditor General, execute their work
without fear or favour because there are Government
resources at stake here and as such have to be handled
with caution. Therefore, I beg to move that the sum
of Sixty-One Million, Nine Hundred and TwentyThree Thousand, Two Hundred and Seventy Pula
(P61 923 270.00), be approved by this Parliament and
stand part of the budget estimate for the year 2017/2018.
I move accordingly. I thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! We have finished today’s business swiftly, I will
now call upon the Mother of this August House, to move
a motion of adjournment.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): Thank
you Madam Speaker, may I request a moment from your
time to thank the Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
which is led by woman; it is a season of celebrating
women. And also thank the Chairperson from the
Auditor General who is also a woman and has managed
to execute her duties without any intimidation.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
DR VENSON-MOITOI: We are celebrating women.
They are thinking of astronomy.
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This commemoration was led by one of us without
being politically influenced. This is a reflection of the
true identity of Batswana and being sent by Batswana.
That is something worth noting Madam Speaker. With
those few remarks, I beg that this House do now adjourn
until we meet tomorrow. I thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 5:07 p.m. until
Friday 10th March, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.
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