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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

Culture Development is absent. Honourable Lelatisitswe
has not arrived yet or he is still on the way but the other
one has arrived …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order!

SPEAKER’S REMARKS

ENROLMENT OF STUDENTS IN TERTIARY
INSTITUTIONS

MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! Welcome back Honourable Nkaigwa. When we
pray, we say …

MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research,
Science and Technology to state:-

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No! That is what we say when
we pray. We say, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They do not forgive me.

(i) the number of students who were enrolled at the
University of Botswana in the years 2010, 2011,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively;
(ii) the number of students who were enrolled in the
following private tertiary institutions in the above
respective years;

MADAM SPEAKER: Do they not forgive you? Leave
them to God. I have a letter here and I want to read it to
you. It reads;

(a) Botho University;

Apology to the National Assembly.

(c) Ba Isago University;

Dear Madam,

(d) Kalahari Flying Mission School;

I hereby sincerely and unreservedly apologise to this
House and in particular Honourable Kagiso Molatlhegi
for my action that took place here in Parliament in July
2016, in which incident the Deputy Speaker Honourable
Kagiso Patrick Molatlhegi was a victim of and do hereby
promise this Honourable House that I will never again
conduct myself in such a manner.

(e) New Era College;

Yours Faithfully

(iv) the total Government expenditure in the University
of Botswana from 2010 to date.

Honourable Sedirwa Kgoroba.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Applause!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you for such a positive
reaction. I will sit down so that we do questions.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order!

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
MADAM SPEAKER: Oh! I do not like people who
come late but have questions. It seems he is also not
here. The Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sport and

(b) Gaborone Universal College;

(f) ABM University; and
(g) Gaborone Institute of Professional Studies;
(iii) the total Government expenditure in these private
tertiary institutions from the year 2010 to date; and

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, the number of students who
were enrolled at the University of Botswana in the
years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016
respectively… I have a table Madam Speaker which I
will give the Honourable Member...
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you for that.
MR MOLAO: …to continue with the answer which
will show all the numbers that the Honourable Member
has asked. To continue to say Madam Speaker,
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(i) the cumulative number of students enrolled at the University of Botswana between 2010 and 2017 is 112,288.
These statistics cover enrolments for both undergraduate and graduate programmes offered by the University
of Botswana. I have made a detailed breakdown as requested by the Honourable Member and I will provide
it to him.
Whereas the second part, Botho University, Gaborone Universal College, Ba Isago University; Kalahari Flying
Mission School; New Era College; ABM University; and Gaborone Institute of Professional Studies; cumulatively
they had 90 200…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLAO: All the years…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLAO: Limkokwing was not part of the question. Cumulatively, they had 90 231 Madam Speaker.
(ii) Madam Speaker, the number of students who were enrolled in the seven private tertiary institutions between
2010 and 2017 is 90 231. I have made a detailed breakdown as requested by the Honourable Member and I
will provide it to him.
(iii) Madam Speaker, the total Government expenditure in the seven private tertiary institutions, being tuition fees,
from the year 2010 to date was P2, 783,770,068.65. I have prepared a detailed breakdown for each institution
and I will avail it.
(iv) The total Government expenditure incurred at the University of Botswana from 2010 to date was P5,
991,537,672.05. This amount covers the following:
• tuition fees, amounting to P1 921 076 443.05;
• Government subvention for operational costs, amounting to P3 701 504 922.00 and;
• Government subvention for capital expenditure amounting to P368 956 307.00.
Like I have said, I have prepared a column to show the number of students and money to avoid reading it, the
Honourable Member will be able to see.
Table 1: UB enrolments for 2010 - 2017
INSTITUTION

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

GRAND
TOTAL

UNDER
GRADUATE
CERTIFICATE

40

17

2

0

35

00

0

94

DIPLOMA
BACHELORS
DEGREE

2348

2428

1898

1523

792

652

514

10155

11952

13746

15125

14817

12655

11445

10436

90176

83

117

220

189

312

381

281

1583

14423

16308

17245

16529

13794

12478

11231

102008

PGDE
SUB TOTAL

2
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GRADUATE
MASTERS AND
MPHIL DEGREES

1253

1308

1403

1558

1284

1472

1446

9724

55

62

69

89

68

90

123

556

1308

1370

1472

1647

1352

1562

1569

10280

15 731

17 678

18 717

18 176

15 146

14 040

12 800

112 288

PhD
SUB TOTAL

TOTAL
ENROLMENT

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

Table 2: PRIVATE TERTIARY EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS ENROLLMENT 20102017
No.

INSTITUTION

1

BOTHO

2

ABM

3

BAISAGO

4

GIPS

5

GUCL

6

KG FMS

7

NEW ERA
TOTAL

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13

2013/14

201415 2015/16

2016/17

GRAND
TOTAL

3,708

4,894

5,219

6,120

5,928

4,759

3,667

34,295

1,208

2,370

2,780

3,385

1,793

1,069

410

13,015

613

1,297

1,315

2,955

2,943

2,708

1,956

13,787

2,287

2,330

2,462

3,287

3,186

2,451

2,268

18,271

0

133

233

690

927

932

711

3,626

0

11

16

25

25

28

21

126

200

230

1,414

1,678

1,958

955

676

7,111

8,016

11,265

13,439

18,140

16,760

12,902

9,709

90,231

Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam Speaker. I want to believe Honourable Minister that there was
an omission from the secretariat. I just want to appreciate from you the same statistics for Limkokwing University for
the same period that is in regard to the number of students enrolled and expenditure thereof.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is making a request to be assisted in that regard.
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, I promise to prepare that information and give to the Honourable Member. Thank
you.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you Minister.
UPSKILLING OFEMPLOYEES INTHE MINISTRY
FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE
AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance
and Public Administration to state:(i) the current lowest qualification in the Senior/Strategic
management cadre of his Ministry;
(ii) the current highest qualification in the middle
management and operational cadres of the Ministry; and
(iii) whether the Ministry has a budget for upskilling of
employees; if so, what was the cost of the budget for the
past five financial years.
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR KWEREPE): Thank you
Madam Speaker and good afternoon.
The current lowest qualification in the senior/strategic
management in the ministry is a Junior Certificate.
The holder of this qualification has also undertaken
Certificate in Human Resource Management, Basic
Computing as well as National Fraud Investigation
Foundation.
(ii) Madam Speaker, the highest qualification in the
middle management is Master’s Degree and operational
cadres in the Ministry is Master’s Degree.
(iii) Madam Speaker, the Ministry has a budget for
up skilling employees, and the cost of the budget for
the past five financial years has been P73, 920, 648.01
against a budget of P86, 036 456.95. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Honourable Assistant
Minister, did I capture you very well when you said one
of the senior management officers is a certificate holder?
Are you able to inform this House about the designation
of this officer and their line of duty? What specifically is
his/her designation?

4
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wonder why they speak with such aggression when we
are always calm when we ask supplementary questions.
Are you implying that you are failing to inform this
House of the designation of the concerned officer that
I asked about; whether she is a director or a manager?
You mean that on its own is good enough to force
Honourable Sedirwa to render you not worthy to be a
Minister. Just a simple issue of stating the designation
of an officer?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, Honourable, Sedirwa did
not say anything. Order! Order! Listen to me Honourable
Salakae. You cannot say Sedirwa said something when
he did not. If you want to say something, let the record
be clear.
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Madam Speaker, the thing
is he was asking if she is the lowest in qualifications.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure! We are
feeling cold in here, ask them to reduce the temperature.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you could have just written
a simple note that you are feeling cold and you want the
temperature to be reduced. Who was on the floor again?
MR KWEREPE: I was but I have finished. I have
responded to the question because he wanted to know
the lowest qualification and not the name.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. Madam
Speaker, now it seems like you are the one who is
encouraging Ministers not to respond to our questions
accordingly. I have asked the Minister, unless we are
saying someone who went up Standard 7 can become
a Minister. The Minister is failing to inform us of the
designation of that officer. He wants me to ask a new
question so that he can enquire from the Ministry?
If you fail to answer that question, then you will be
discrediting yourself. You mean you are not in a position
to tell us that simple information. Please!
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Minister.

MR KWEREPE: As I have already said, she is a Senior
Government Official under Strategic Management of
this Ministry. That is her designation.

MR KWEREPE: Madam Speaker, we are supposed to
respond to questions the way they have been asked. “the
lowest qualification in the senior management.” He did
not ask for the name of that officer, so I cannot go and
call out the names, even the cadre. You only wanted to
know about their qualifications and I told him that it is
JC. If he wants names, he should have asked.

MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. Sometimes I

MADAM SPEAKER: Listen, Honourable Minister, if

Hansard No 189

Thursday 9th November, 2017

it is possible just state the designation of that officer and
if it is not possible, let us know. Proceed.

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

2012/2013; 2013/2014; 2014/2015; 2015/2016
and 2016/2017 respectively;

MR KWEREPE: I am sorry Madam Speaker, I will
find out for him.

(ii) the cost of the staff turnover for the above financial
years;

PROCEDURE IN LEASING OR SELLING
MOLEPOLOLE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

(iii) the ministry’s staff turnover at the strategic
management, middle management and operational
positions respectively for the same financial years;
and

DR T. O. MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research,
Science and Technology if he intends to lease/hire out or
sell Molepolole College of Education (MCE) to private
tertiary education companies; if so, to:(i) provide details of the institution or company that
MCE will be leased/hired out or sold to; and
(ii) outline the procedure to be followed in leasing/
hiring out or selling the College of Education.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Madam Speaker,
we have no plans to lease out or sell Molepolole
College of Education (MCE), or any of our colleges of
education for that matter, to private tertiary education
companies. Thank you.
VALUE OF TENDERS AWARDED TO SOME
COMPANIES IN THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
AND COMMUNICATIONS
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Transport and Communications to
state the value of Government tenders awarded to the
following companies in his ministry from 2007 to date: (i) Estate Construction;
(ii) Bango Trading;
(iii) Bothakga Burrow; and
(iv) Cul De Sec.
Later Date.
STAFF TURNOVER AT THE MINISTRY OF
DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND SECURITY
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security to
state: (i) the Ministry’s staff turnover for the financial years:

(iv) the cost of the staff turnover for the strategic
management, middle management and operational
positions for these financial years.
MADAM SPEAKER: Minister, I do not take kindly to
your late coming when you have questions to respond
to. You had a question earlier on, but respond to this
one.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): I wanted to apologize
Madam Speaker, for coming late to Parliament. My
apologies.
i) Madam Speaker,
The staff turnover due to retirements, transfers,
deployment and promotions out of the Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security for the financial years:
2012/2013; 2013/2014; 2014/2015; 2015/2016 and
2016/2017 respectively is 32, and the breakdown per
financial year is as follows;
2012/2013		

6

2013/2014		

6

2014/2015		

9

2015/2016		

4

2016/2017		

7

(iii) ii) The cost of staff turnover for the above financial
years is nine hundred and eighty-one thousand,
one hundred and sixty-three pula, fifty-five thebe
(P981, 163.55). This is the cost of advertising of
vacant positions and assessment of shortlisted
applicants for appointment to senior management
positions.
The ministry’s staff turnover at the strategic
management, middle management and operational
positions respectively for the same financial years is as
follows;
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Strategic management level
Middle management level
Operational positions

8
		

15

		

9
Middle Management (D
band)
4

Operational positions
(C band and below)
1

Total

2012/13

Strategic Management
(E & F bands)
1

2013/14
2014/15

1
1

5
2

0
6

6
9

2015/16

3

0

1

4

2016/17

2

4

1

7

TOTAL

8

15

9

32

6

Madam Speaker,
iv)The cost of the staff turnover for the strategic management, middle management and operational positions
respectively for these financial years is as follows;
Employee levels
Strategic management level

Cost of staff turnover in Pula
Six hundred and eighty-nine thousand, seven hundred and
twenty-seven pula, ten thebe (P689 727.10).
Two hundred and seventy-seven thousand, eight hundred and
thirty-six pula, forty-five thebe (P277 836.45).
Thirteen thousand, six hundred pula (P13 600).

Middle management level 		
Operational positions 		

The cost (in Pula) of the staff turnover for the financial years
Operational
positions (C
band and
below)

Total in Pula

2012/13

Strategic Management (E Middle Management (D band)
& F bands) (Cost in Pula)
Advertising Assessment Advertising
Assessment
Centre
Centre
11160.00
83 384.00
20905.45
14 560.00

9100.00

139 109.45

2013/14
2014/15

2850.00
11840.00

70 413.00
313 689.60

6480.00
8200.00

157 349.00
46 942.00

0
0

237 092.00
380 671.60

2015/16

14760.00

123 994.50

7200.00

0

0

145 954.50

2016/17

57636

0

16200.00

0

4500.00

78 336.00

Total in Pula

98 246.00

591 481.10

58 985.45

218 851.00

13 600.00

981 163.55

As I have already explained Madam Speaker, the cost is for advertising of all vacant positions and assessment of
applicants shortlisted for possible appointment to senior management positions. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. When you estimate the cost for
staff turnover, you also estimate for the impact of the intangibles, why did you not estimate for the impact of the
intangibles in your answers? This is because you indicate that the intangibles are loss of goodwill, loss of staff

6
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morale and so forth and so forth. Those are the things
that when you estimate for the cost of staff turnover, you
include. Why did you leave those out?
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, I do not have a baseline
of goodwill which will guide me in the calculation of
this.
TRAINING OF TEACHERS AT MOLEPOLOLE
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
DR T. O. MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research,
Science and Technology to state:(i) how many teachers have been trained at
Molepolole College of Education (MCE) in the
past five years;
(ii) current student enrolment at MCE;
(iii) whether there are any plans to start offering degree
qualifications at MCE; if so,
(iv) how is the ministry preparing for this change;
(v) what are the cost implications of the change;
(vi) when will these changes commence; and
(vii) when will the Molepolole community be officially
consulted on the proposed changes.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, in the past five years, from 2012
to 2016, a total of Six Hundred and Seventy-Nine
(679) teachers were trained at Molepolole College
of Education.
(ii) Madam Speaker, the current students’ enrolment
at Molepolole College of Education is 175
representing 20.6 per cent of the capacity of the
College which is 850. Madam Speaker, let me
indicate that over the years, there has been a
decline in the enrolment of students at all Colleges
of Education. It has been observed that diploma
programmes offered at the Colleges of Education
have become less and less attractive to potential
students. Consequently, the colleges receive
fewer applications and this has a bearing on their
enrolments.

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

(iii) Madam Speaker, our only plan which we are
consulting on, is the rationalisation of the teacher
education system. We envisage a situation where
all the Colleges of Education and the Faculty of
Education of the University of Botswana (UB)
shall operate as one entity, enabling us to have an
effective and efficient teacher education system
catering for both pre-service and in-service
training. This will also include the upgrading of
the colleges to the level of being degree offering
institutions.
(iv) Madam Speaker, we have started the initial
and most critical steps of building towards the
envisaged transformation. Internal consultations
are ongoing. All the relevant Trade Unions have
been consulted. Staff consultations are meanwhile
ongoing and we plan to conclude this exercise
before the end of this month. The University
of Botswana has also been consulted. Another
important task that we have undertaken is the
Human Resource Audit which has been completed.
(v) Madam Speaker, the major cost implications
revolve around human resource matters. The
minimum requirement for one to teach a degree
level programme is a Masters qualification.
Currently, there are 35 lecturers from all the
four Colleges of Education who do not meet this
requirement. As a result, they would need to be
taken for further training. Further, there is a need to
make budgetary provisions for training at doctoral
level. It is envisaged that once the transformation
is fully realised, the colleges would cease to be
part of the Government structure. As a result, there
will be a need for payment of terminal benefits and
accrued leave days for all the affected staff. Let
me also point out that another major cost will be
the maintenance of the facilities in order to ensure
that they meet accreditation requirements.
(vi) Madam Speaker, preparations for the change
process have commenced with consultations that
I have already alluded to. In addition, plans are
in place to consult all the relevant stakeholders,
including the Molepolole community once the
internal processes have been accomplished. Thank
you Madam Speaker.
DR MMATLI: Supplementary. Thank you Honourable
Minister for that elaborate answer. Do you have the
timeframe as to when the internal consultation might be
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finished such that one would expect to be consulted finally? You talked about Human Resource Audit, when do you
think that would also be completed?
MR MOLAO: Madam Speaker, we envisage that by the end of this financial year, we should have wrapped up all
the consultations. The Human Resource Audit has already been completed Honourable Member. Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I said supplementary Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: You never said supplementary.
STAFF COMPLEMENT AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND SECURITY
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security to state the
ministry’s:(i) staff complement for the financial years: 2012/2013; 2013/2014; 2014/2015; 2015/2016 and 2016/2017
respectively;
(ii) wage bill for the above financial years;
(iii) staff complement at the strategic management, middle management and operational positions respectively for
the same financial years; and
(iv) wage bill for the strategic management, middle management and operational positions for these financial
years.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam Speaker.
i) Madam Speaker, the staff complement for the Ministry of Defence, Justice and Security for the financial years:
2012/2013; 2013/2014; 2014/2015; 2015/2016 and 2016/2017 respectively was as follows;
2012/2013		

74

2013/2014		

74

2014/2015		

77

2015/2016		

85

2016/2017		

90

(ii) The total wage bill for the above financial years was Sixty-Seven million, Six Hundred and Forty-Six thousand,
Five hundred and Thirty-One Pula (P67, 646 531). This figure is made up of basic salary at P55, 900,568; allowances
at P7, 078,825; overtime at P1, 062,435 and temporary assistance at P3, 604,703.
I have a table here Madam Speaker from 2012/2013 to 2016/2017 which tabulates the basic salary, allowances,
overtime, temporary assistance and the total which amounts to over P67 million.

8

BASIC SALARY

ALLOWANCES

OVERTIME

T E M P O R A R Y TOTAL
ASSISTANCE

2012/13

12,021,001

1,081,852

153,419

257,112

13,513,384

2013/14

8,537,871

755,514

183,102

946,956

10,423,443

2014/15

10,527,291

935,008

271,799

587,937

12,322,035
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2015/16

11,422,019

2,636,437

269,793

816,076

15,144,325

2016/17

13,392,386

1,670,014

184,322

996,622

16,243,344

TOTAL

55,900,568

7,078,825

1,062,435

3,604,703

67,646,531

(vii) The ministry’s staff complement at the strategic management, middle management and operational positions
respectively for the same financial years was as follows;
Middle Management (D
band)

Operational positions (C
band and below)

TOTAL

2012/13

Strategic
Management (E & F
bands)
7

17

50

74

2013/14
2014/15

7
10

17
19

50
48

74
77

2015/16

10

21

54

85

2016/17

11

25

54

90

(viii) The wage bill for the strategic management, middle management and operational positions respectively for the
these financial years was as follows;

Financial Year

Wage bill in Pula

2012/2013

Thirteen million, five hundred and thirteen thousand, three hundred and
eighty four Pula (P13 513 384.00)
Ten million, four hundred and seventy three thousand, four hundred and
forty three Pula (P10 423 443.00)
Twelve million, three hundred and twenty two thousand and thirty five Pula
(P12 322 035.00)
Fifteen million, one hundred and forty four thousand, three hundred and
twenty five Pula (P15 144 325.00)
Sixteen million, two hundred and forty three thousand, three hundred and
forty four Pula (P16 243 344.00)

2013/2014
2014/2015
2015/2016
2016/2017
I thank you Madam Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you very much, you will give him the full the answer.
REVIEW OF THE CONDITIONS OF SERVICE FOR SPECIAL CONSTABLES
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:(i) to state efforts made to review the conditions of service for Special Constables;
(ii) why Special Constables are expected to perform the duties of trained officers;
(iii) whether Special Constables should be performing functions such as attending to armed robberies, suicide
cases and post mortems;
(iv) what counselling services are offered to such officers;
(v) if he is aware that Special Constables control traffic during peak hours; if so; why do they have to take out their
orange band identity during such an exercise and whether it is allowed by law to control traffic without having
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attained prerequisite qualifications; and
(vi) when their salaries will be reviewed.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Madam Speaker,
(i) Government is currently looking at improving
conditions of service for the Botswana Police
Service including, Special Constables. Regarding
Special Constables efforts made so far include;
increasing the enrolment age limit from 30 to 35
years under special dispensation; paid maternity
leave and increase in contract period from six
months to two years through the Police (Special
Constables) Regulations, 2015.
(ii) Special Constables are appointed in accordance
with Section 43 of the Police Act and as a result,
they have the same powers, privileges and
protection and shall be liable to perform the same
duties that are performed by any other police
officer.
Madam Speaker,
(iii) as stated at (ii) above, Special Constables enjoy
the same powers, privileges and protection and
are liable to perform the same duties that are
performed by any other police officer.
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MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want
to appreciate from you in regard to (ii), which police
stations have offered Special Constables counselling
services? From your answer, you are saying Special
Constables are employed for a period of six months to
two years, why is it that we still have Special Constables
who have served for more than five years? Why is it
that their salary is always the same? One gets in for six
months and even after five years he is still earning the
same salary? Is there any way in which the salary of
a special constable can be increased because of their
outstanding performance? Thank you.
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, This
one of
counselling, it looks like it is a fresh question therefore,
I will have to check station by station, I do not have
the answer here with me. With this one regarding
some Special Constables who stay for up to five years
without being trained, you will know that they apply
and upon assessments they are reviewed and they are
offered contracts as it goes on and on like that. When we
move to the question of salaries, subject to correction
and verification, all I can confirm is that there is a scale
which is used for grading Special Constables so, the next
stage would be upgrading them to be proper Constables,
not a special one where they would then have different
gradings.

(iv) counselling services for members of the Botswana
Police Service are provided by the Occupational
Health and Safety Unit of the Botswana Police
Service and those from the Social Welfare
Department. Counselling include psycho-social
and post-traumatic incidence counselling, and this
continues for as long as one indicates signs of post
traumatic effects.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Murmurs)...

(v) it is a requirement that all Special Constables must
always have their arm bands at all times. Therefore,
I am not aware of any Special Constable who is
not compliant. In an endeavour to complement
regular traffic officers, a decision was taken to train
some of the Special Constables on traffic control
and management, many of whom are deployed to
control traffic flow at specified areas.

MADAM SPEAKER: Go back, there is nothing like
bootlicking, I do not know where you get that from.
Honourable Leader of the House, this same question
was asked yesterday to the Minister of youth. It was
deferred because he was not around, later that day we
saw him in the House. Today the very same question is
asked and still he is not around. Can you please talk to
him on our behalf, or his assistant is here?

(vi) salaries and conditions of service for Special
Constables are considered alongside the rest of the
Botswana Police Service therefore, it would be
advisable to review their conditions of service in
isolation. Thank you Madam Speaker.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: The Assistant Minister
is here.
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MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Minister Kebonang, if you want to pass time you are
allowed to go to State House number 2 not here. Please
go back to your seat, I want to speak to the Leader of
the House.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I was bootlicking.

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, Honourable Mmatli you
can ask your question because when you asked it before
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they said the Minister was not around. Was the Assistant
Minister here?
AUDITED REPORT ON THE P113 MILLION
USED FOR BOT50 ACTIVITIES
DR T. O. MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH):
asked the Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sport and
Culture Development if he will consider releasing an
audited report to the public detailing how the P113
million was used in the BOT50 activities.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT, SPORT AND CULTURE
DEVELOPMENT (MR MZWINILA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I humbly request for a later date.
MADAM SPEAKER: Can you hear his response? This
is what I cannot tolerate. If you want a later date, you
should have made arrangements with the Members of
Parliament, so that they can be the ones who come here
and ask for a later date.

QUESTIONS OF ORAL ANSWER

MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SECURITY (MR
KEBONANG): Thank you Madam Speaker, a very
good afternoon. In relation to this question and any
other question by Honourable Lelatisitswe, I have
answers that have already been prepared but we spoke
and he said that I should later date it. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
Later Date.
SHORTAGE OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS
STAFF ACCOMMODATION IN BOTETI EAST
CONSTITUENCY
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Basic Education if she is aware of the
critical shortage of staff accommodation in Letlhakane
Senior Secondary School and all junior secondary
schools in Boteti East Constituency to a point where
married officers are forced to share; if so:-

Later Date.

(i) what percentage of staff are accommodated in
institutional houses in each school;

EXPANSION OF DEBSWANA OPERATIONS IN
ORAPA

(ii) how many married officers share accommodation
in each school;

MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and
Energy Security if it is true that Debswana operations in
Orapa envisage expansion of the Orapa pit in the near
future; if so, to state:-

(iii) how can this situation of housing married officers
in shared accommodation affect their families; and

(i) the budget and scope of the project;
(ii) the estimated number of people who will be
employed in the initial phase;
(iii) opportunities that exist within the project for local
companies and what Debswana/Government is
doing to get Batswana companies ready for that
project;
(iv) the number of people who will be employed
directly and indirectly by Debswana at the end of
the project and where they will be housed;
(v) the accommodation focus this project foresees and
what is in the plan to close that gap; and
(vi) the Government readiness programme to absorb
the good and the bad that comes with the project
and after the project handover.

(iv) how many houses will be built through Economic
Stimulus Programme or National Development
Plan in each school mentioned above and when
will they be delivered.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): Thank you Madam Speaker, good
afternoon. There are four secondary schools in the
Boteti East Constituency and the following are the
percentages of staff who are accommodated in the
institutional houses at school:
(i) 1. Letlhakane Senior Secondary School-62 per
cent,
2. Motsumi Junior Secondary School-56 per cent,
3. Ditsweletse Junior Secondary School-51 per cent,
4. Makgadikgadi Junior Secondary School-69 per cent.
(ii) 1. In Letlhakane Senior Secondary School, 19
married officers are sharing accommodation,
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(2) In Motsumi Junior Secondary School, two married
officers share accommodation,
(3) Ditsweletse Junior Secondary School, one married
officer is sharing accommodation,
(4) Makgadikgadi Junior Secondary School, 14
married officers are sharing.
Madam Speaker, the sharing of accommodation by
married couples is likely to lead to conflicts and may
ultimately lead to poor productivity. We have not
planned for construction of any staff accommodation
under Economic Stimulus Programme however, under
National Development Plan 11, the procurement of
additional staff accommodation remains a ministry’s
priority and the Boteti East Constituency will therefore
benefit from this. I thank you Madam Speaker.
ISSUANCE OF MINING AND PROSPECTING
LICENCES IN BOTETI
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked
the Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology
and Energy Security to apprise this Honourable House
on the names of companies that are issued with Mining
and Prospecting licences in Boteti and activities to be
carried out at the site; the Minister should also state the
following:(i) exact area coverage and location of the licence;
(ii) the year the licence was issued and when last it
was renewed;
(iii) the previous licencing expiry date;
(iv) what is currently happening at the site;
(v) distance between Letlhakane and the site;
(vi) number of people employed;
(vii) what happened to the people who were occupying
the site and their property prior to the issuing of
the licence to the said company;
(viii) if the Minister is aware of any complaints,
mistreatment or unfair relocation of the first
occupants of the site; and
(ix) what policies or law exists that protects individuals
and their property from unfair relocation processes
by licence holders.
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MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SECURITY (MR
KEBONANG): Thank you Madam Speaker. Again in
relation to this question, it was agreed, with the Member
of Parliament to later date it. He would want to be
present when the answer is given so that he could follow
up if he has any follow up questions. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
Late Date.
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you.

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S
SPEECH
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Members, when the House adjourned yesterday
Honourable Majaga was on the floor and he was left
with 10 minutes 53 seconds.
MR MAJAGA (NATA – GWETA): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Yesterday when I was responding
to the President’s speech, I indicated that we should
ensure that we turn programmes such as Ipelegeng into
permanent job opportunities for Batswana. Currently we
can see that such programmes benefit Batswana more
especially in poverty eradication. This is something
worth discussing in this House.
When I read page 65 in the President’s speech, topic;
Botswana and the world, it is important for Botswana to
form relations with other African countries. We recently
witnessed that after we were hit by natural disasters if
we could have asked for assistance from other countries
they could have assisted us because we are still facing
some challenges …
MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker, there is a group of Honourable Members
making noise yet they are not called to order. You called
them to order but they are still making noise. If they
are going to bootlick Vice President Masisi by making
noise, they should do so quietly. Please Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: I called them to order earlier.
I am watching them no one seems to be out of order.
I called out the one who seemed to be out of order.
Making noise is wrong. Proceed Honourable Majaga.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Madam Speaker. We
should strengthen our foreign policy and improve our
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relations with other countries so that they can assist
in cases of natural disasters, we should not think that
we can independently handle them. We recently faced
natural disasters like Dineo, if we could have asked for
assistance from other countries more especially those
of us who were hardly hit (affected) perhaps we could
have received aid because we had no budget in place to
assist Batswana who were in my constituency and were
hit by these natural disasters. As a country when we
assist, other countries should also offer us assistance, we
should avoid acting like we are self-sufficient whereas
we are facing challenges. Having good relations with
other countries is extremely important and should be
enforced because in cases of refugees and speaking as a
Member of Parliament for refugees, some have sought
refuge here and they have been here for 20 or 30 years
but if we can form good relations we can easily solve
their problems and they can return to their countries and
stop being refugees for so many years.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification Madam
Speaker. Honourable Member, do you not think that if a
person has been a refugee for 30 years in Botswana it is
better to give to them citizenship, after 15 to 18 years so
that they can start life?

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
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be allowed stand for elections, we would be told that
they are not supposed to stand for them. However,
those people are using the same budget we passed in
this House to campaign and sponsor their friends more
especially officers from Ministry of Basic Education and
Youth Empowerment, Sport and Culture Development.
Most of them are not taken to task. Governance is very
important so let us allow all public servants, there should
be no special dispensation where some are allowed to
and some are not. If you remember very well, we have
57 constituencies; everyone here can be a kingmaker in
this Parliament except those that got here through their
constituencies. I do not see anything wrong with what
the President said on page 60 of his speech. He is leaving
Presidency because he cannot be a President forever,
however he has a birth right position of Bogosi. I am
also a traditional doctor for life. We need to understand
that everyone is entitled to these political positions and
if we are not going to act accordingly while in power,
anyone can grab that position. We are concerned about
certain things that are done in appropriately but treated
like they are fine; people are sent to places like Russia
and civil servants register political parties.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification!

MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Member. Some
time ago, refugees from Angola were given citizenship.
I agree with the point you raised I think some should
apply for citizenship if they do not have any criminal
record because some have children and have worked for
this country for a long time.

MR MAJAGA: We have talked about these issues and
I thought they should now be recorded in the Hansard
so that people are made aware that Parliament does
not allow tax payer’s money to be used by certain civil
servants for their own benefit. These funds are for the
nation. I yield.

When I read page 60 of the President’s speech where he
talks about elections; we are all in this House because
of the 2014 elections which means we all qualify to
be President, Vice President and Ministers as per the
Constitution of the Republic. It is by God’s grace that
everyone in this House is eligible to those positions. If
we want democracy to grow we should address a lot of
issues like teaching Batswana at the constituencies to
know the importance of voting and how it influences
the country’s governance. Batswana should be informed
that when they vote for representatives they should trust
them and know that they are their government of the
day.

MR MOLATLHEGI: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. I would like the Honourable Member to
explain something before going further with his point; I
heard him say that he is a doctor. Is he a traditional or
modern doctor and does he specialise on men, women
or animals?

I would like to indicate that, when we draft a budget
or Honourable Matambo drafts a budget, Ministries
submit their budget proposals in this House but there
is an anomaly where some public servants are actively
involved in politics. When we say public officers should

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Deputy Speaker. I am a
traditional doctor and I deal with everything; people,
animals and anything else that a traditional doctor can
offer.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR MAJAGA: As well as the elections …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

Hansard No 189

13

Thursday 9th November, 2017

MR MAJAGA: Madam Speaker, as the Government
we need to understand the importance of elections
and respect them because if we do not, we might get
ourselves in trouble. This is why I am saying, all civil
servants should be allowed to be actively involved in
politics rather than only giving a chosen few priority.
This is a well-known fact therefore, they should be
allowed to compete with us; that would make me the
happiest man. In conclusion, the President’s speech was
well articulated and covered all that he did. We will
continue to be by his side because he is a citizen of this
country and some of us will try to come back to this
House to continue his legacy. Thank you.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): I thank
you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I want to start
by congratulating you for having been bestowed with
the Presidential award during the 50+1 celebrations
2017. I also want to congratulate you Madam Speaker
for taking Parliament to the people and I am happy
that His Excellency the President also acknowledges
that. I want to make a passionate plea that, part of the
legacy that you should leave in this Parliament is that
of live coverage of Parliament as you promised. You
will recall Madam Speaker that, when you were in
my constituency, the people of the great village of the
Shoshong Constituency made this request and I can
vouch that even in other places like Palapye and others
where you addressed people, even in Francistown they
made a similar plea. So please Madam Speaker, leave
that legacy, the nation needs that, it would be a huge
empowerment for our people. Madam Speaker, we are
responding to the State of the Nation Address (SONA),
I must congratulate His Excellency the President for a
very compressive, accurate and inspiring State of the
Nation Address. Befitting…
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Madam Speaker, it
appears like Honourable Makgalemele is reading from
somewhere and during the amending of the Standing
Orders recently, it was said that we are not allowed to
read. Does this mean we should also start reading?
MADAM SPEAKER: He is not reading, I will stop
him if I see him reading. Take your seat; you are too
energetic.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, certainly
I am not reading, I have put down some points that I
am referring to. I was indicating that the SONA is
comprehensive, accurate and inspiring. The State of the
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Nation Address presents an opportunity for us to reflect
as a nation. As Members of Parliament we are expected
to reflect on our respective constituencies for example;
how does the State of the Nation Address or speech as
presented by His Excellency reconcile with the situation
on the ground. It is an opportunity Madam Speaker, to
also reflect on the 2016 State of the Nation Address. For
example, His Excellency when he presented his 2016
State of the Nation Address, at paragraph 253, in part
said “to succeed, we must become much more urgent
in our delivery, this is a daily challenge for all of us,
both inside and outside Government. Over-reliance on
the state is not a sustainable, much less optimal path
to 2036” that is what he said. Madam Speaker, this
is an opportunity for us as Members of Parliament to
reflect and say, to what extent have we mobilised our
communities not to be over-reliant on Government,
because his Excellency in 2016 said “despite these
many, many policies that my Government has put into
place, not everything Madam Speaker can actually
be undertaken by Government. He challenged us to
literally go out and inspire and motivate the nation that
part of what needs to be done, should be done by our
respective communities. So this is an opportunity for us
to say, to what extent have we done as per the request of
His Excellency.
Madam Speaker, the State of the Nation Address presents
a wide range of opportunities. Going through the 2017
State of the Nation Address, I have come to a total of
21 policy pronouncements. Some of the Members of
the Opposition would say the President has not made
any policy pronouncements. Policy pronouncements are
made in Parliament, they are made by His Excellency
and he cannot go to our respective constituencies to
go and implement these policies. He can only provide
guidance, so that we can go and work with our
respective communities and make sure that these policy
pronouncements are actually implemented for the
benefit of our people. For example Madam Speaker, one
of the policy pronouncements made by His Excellency
is about approval by Southern African Customs Union
(SACU) for the extension of infant industry protection
for Ultra-High Temperature (UHT) milk. So it is up to
us to say if some infant industry protection has been
provided what opportunities does this present to our
people. What can we do as Members of Parliament to
motivate our people to take advantage of this policy
pronouncement? So as I indicated, I have noted a total
of about 21 policy pronouncements which basically
challenges us to come up with creative ideas on how we
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can go back to our communities, inspire them and make
sure that they take advantage of these job opportunities.
Under tourism for example Madam Speaker, His
Excellency talks about the land bank initiative to better
manage and issue leases for land designated for tourism
development. Again what opportunities can we derive
from such a policy pronouncement? He talks about
facilitation of community trusts to take part in game
ranching; again what can we do to take advantage of these
opportunities as communicated by His Excellency? So,
I want to submit Madam Speaker, that the 2017 State
of the Nation Address (SONA) has many opportunities
that present to us to work much more closely with our
people in order to fast-track their development.
He did not stop there Madam Speaker; he has also
spoken about Bogosi, the elevation of positions of
Dikgosi to higher status. I am happy that Honourable
Markus yesterday did talk to this particular issue. So,
all these opportunities Madam Speaker, have been
presented by His Excellency.
Madam Speaker, if you are a Member of Parliament
who holds Kgotla meetings, you would be able to make
a reconciliation to say but these issues as presented
by His Excellency, to what extent are they relevant
to the situation in my constituency? Speaking for my
constituency Madam Speaker, in this State of the Nation
Address, I see a wide range of opportunities that can
be taken to the people that I represent for them to also
augment what they are currently doing to uplift their
lives. For example, under electricity Madam Speaker,
His Excellency is talking about green technology and
the fact that about 20 villages are going to start mini
grids. I am happy that a village in my constituency,
Tobela, has already signed a power purchase agreement
with Botswana Power Corporation (BPC) and a one
megawatts solar power generating plant is going to be
rolled out for the benefit of the people. We hope that
through that development, maybe in three, four, five
years Madam Speaker, people may not necessarily now
appeal for Ipelegeng and Poverty Eradication. That is our
dream and what we talk about when we refer to taking
advantage of policy pronouncements and opportunities
as presented in our country Madam speaker.
Madam Speaker, there are some especially from the
opposition who have said in presenting the 2017 State
of the Nation Address, the President should have given
an account of his Presidency. The President Madam
Speaker, has come to this Honourable House every year
around November to make an account of the performance
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of his Government. Just to give you an example Madam
Speaker, since 2008 this Honourable House debated
many Bills and out of the many Bills debated and passed
by this House, a total of 171 Bills since 2008 have been
signed and some are people centred Bills. Bills that you
can take and use to improve the lives of our people. For
example, in the more recent times, you will recall that
we passed the Bill on the Botswana Open University
which is now an Act. That presents an opportunity even
for our officers, public officers who reside and work in
the rural areas for them to study, for example; for their
degrees whilst residing in their respective villages of
duty.
We have also Madam Speaker passed the Botswana
University of Agriculture and Natural Resources
(BUAN) Bill into an Act. That again presents huge
opportunity for us to grow the agricultural sector and
His Excellency has gladly accepted to be the Chancellor
of BUAN, to demonstrate his commitment to agriculture
and the fact that he wants to inspire this nation to the
right direction because the majority of our people
actually rely on agriculture.
The President Madam Speaker, made a commitment
to the 5Ds. As we all know, Dignity, Discipline,
Development, Democracy and Delivery. But maybe
just to pick one of the 5Ds of Dignity; the President has
demonstrated by inspiring us by mobilising resources
for the Presidential Housing Appeal; a development that
has enhanced the dignity of many Batswana including
all of our constituencies. There is no one who can stand
up and say the houses which were built as a result of the
mobilisation drive of the leadership by His Excellency,
have not in any way benefited their constituent; that is
a clear-cut commitment of delivery on this particular D
of dignity.
The President has made a clearly pronounced
commitment to say we are going to eradicate poverty
as a country and various interventions have actually
been put into place. Madam Speaker for the record,
poverty eradication interventions are not only about the
packages that have been put together by the Ministry
responsible for Presidential Affairs, no. It is our
responsibility to look at a wide range of policies and
programmes that are available in this country and to say
as the leadership, which of these policies can actually
contribute in terms of pulling our people out of poverty?
That is our responsibility. So, we should not only be
looking at the different packages that have been put
together, but we have to use our own initiatives and tap
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into various policies that have been developed, most
of them approved by this Honourable House, Madam
Speaker.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification.
Honourable Member, I do concur with you on the
initiatives that have been taken up by the President,
but are you sure that they were sustainable? As far as I
am concerned, the intention could have been noble and
genuine, but they were unsustainable. That is why all of
them have collapsed.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, certainly
they are sustainable. Take for example the Presidential
Housing Appeal; it is a programme that should be
continued even beyond the Presidency of President
Khama.
The Poverty Eradication Programme; there are certain
packages and programmes at different parts of the
country and the relevant ministry has been showcasing
some of the successes. It is up to us to basically say,
where there have been some successes, how best can
these successes be replicated to other parts of the
country? So, certainly there have been some successes.
Further to that Madam Speaker, because there are various
other policies and programmes even in terms of markets,
there is nothing that stops people who have been funded
through the Poverty Eradication Programme to be able
to tap into the Economic Diversification Drive (EDD)
and be able to support and supply goods and services as
required by Government. So, that is sustainability.
Madam Speaker, still on dignity, the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development is promoting the
Affirmative Action Programme. In my constituency
for example, three villages of Moralane, Mokgenene
and Otse are benefiting from this Affirmative Action
Programme. These are clear-cut commitments by His
Excellency made in 2008 on the D with regard to dignity.
As I indicated Madam Speaker, I just wanted to pick
this particular D talking about dignity to demonstrate.
Before I leave this point Madam Speaker, I just wanted
to underscore that His Excellency has personally during
his tenure in office, continued to make sure that policies
geared at helping Batswana are actually put into place
and because he goes around meeting Batswana and
they keep on telling or advising him on what needs
to be done. He is able to spearhead these wide range
of programmes as I have already alluded to Madam
Speaker. Therefore, I concur with those who share the
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view that His Excellency has done very well during
his tenure in office. I want to assure his Honour the
Vice President that he is going to be the President of a
country that is healthy and supported by a wide range of
programmes that can help us to move forward Madam
Speaker.
Madam Speaker, the President in his State of the
Nation Address at page 47 talked about water and
various reforms that are being put in place. I want to
congratulate this ministry regardless of the challenges
that we sometimes experience, that they are doing a lot
in terms of making water available in our country. I want
to congratulate this Honourable House that it is always
doing its best to make funding available for water in our
country including loans.
However Madam Speaker, I want to appeal to the nation
that despite these efforts made by Government in terms
of investment in water, we also need them to play their
part, especially when it comes to water management
and water harvesting. I think Madam Speaker, on water
harvesting, we are not performing well as the citizenry.
We still have relatively good rains I must say, for
example, last year as you know, we had very good rains
Madam Speaker, but if you can make an analysis to say
despite those good rains, to what extent were we able to
harvest our water? I think very little Madam Speaker was
done in terms of harvesting the water which could have
been used for various other uses, you know. Backyard
gardens for example, could have benefited from water
that would have been harvested.
I also think that Madam Speaker, still on water and
looking at the roles that the communities can play, almost
in every household, there is a lot of water rightfully so,
being used for bathing. Is there any opportunity that
this water can be treated for example and be used for
backyard gardens so that at every household we can
have people having their own gardens? In the Health
and Wellness Ministry, it is our wish Madam Speaker
that many of our people should have backyard gardens
so that they can have vegetables for their nutrition. I am
simply saying most of the households do use a lot of
water through bathing. Can we be creative? Can we ask
the ministry to help Honourable Moipisi to do a little
bit of treatment on the water so that it can be used for
backyard gardens? I think something like that Madam
Speaker can actually be done.
Madam Speaker, His Excellency has spent quite a
considerable portion of the State of the Nation Address,
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rightfully so, talking about health and wellness. Madam
Speaker, in the Old Testament, 3 John read from verse
1, talks about wishing you good health as you enhance
your spirituality. Further to that Madam Speaker, when
you read the Bible, it states that faith without works
is dead, and therefore there is no way you can do any
work for God if you are not healthy; if you are not
well. Therefore, health and wellness Madam Speaker
are the foundation for everything that we need to do.
If all of you here were not healthy; were not well, you
would not have been here today. So I congratulate His
Excellency for having spent a considerable amount
of time in his State of the Nation addressing the issue
of health and wellness. Members of Parliament have
obviously expressed concerns sometimes in cases
where there are some drug shortages. I want to assure
this Honourable House that, I Honourable Makgato and
our very competent team, are doing everything we can
to ensure that the issue of drug availability is improved.
Quite a number of interventions have been put in place,
some communicated in this Honourable House through
answers.
I want to indicate Madam Speaker that, based on
that understanding that health and wellness are the
foundation for everything we need to do, we have
gone a step further at paragraph 143, His Excellency
talks to the Health-in-All Policies. If you allow me to
quote Madam Speaker, “Government has initiated the
Health-in-All-Policies approach which seeks to reduce
health inequalities. This approach requires sectors to
be cognisant of their impact in the country’s health
outcomes by having health components in their sectoral
policies.”
I want to appeal Madam Speaker that in all our
interventions, be it at the Kgotla, be it at the family
level, you know within our family meetings that, health
and wellness must be an agenda item in our respective
meetings. We do face challenges Madam Speaker
because health and wellness is hardly discussed as an
agenda item even during family meetings. I know the
part that I read was referring to policies, but I hereby
want to argue that policy interventions have to be at
every level including at the household. In the context
of health and wellness Madam Speaker, it is our wish
that it be discussed even at the home level. Just like
we have a consensus concerning issues of marriage
preparations, let the issue of health and wellness be part
of the agenda Madam Speaker. We find ourselves in
situations whereby people have long parted ways and
when they meet they do not discuss their health and

RESPONSE TO THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH
Motion (Resumed Debate)

wellness situation. At times they meet at a point where
the other one is seriously ill, because the matter is never
discussed Madam Speaker.
I therefore through this section of the State of the Nation
Address, want to appeal to Members of Parliament
to say please and please help us to mobilise your
communities to timely and regularly do their tests.
Most of the diseases Madam Speaker, if detected at an
earlier stage, can easily be healed including some of the
cancers. However, we do have a challenge especially
with the male folk who refuse to go to clinics, hospitals
and health posts to get tested. A prostate cancer Madam
Speaker, which could have been detected early is
detected at its very late stages to an extent that even if
medical experts do everything that they can possibly do,
they are not able to attend to that medical situation.
So, I want to appeal to you Honourable Members that,
help us convey to the nation that timely and regular tests
are very important. I want you to help us communicate
the message to the nation that their health is their
responsibility. It is not the responsibility of the doctors
or nurses Madam Speaker, it is everyone’s responsibility.
It is your responsibility Honourable Goya as I know you
do regular exercising. It is your responsibility to do so. It
is not the responsibility of Honourable Deputy Speaker
to push you to exercise . It is your responsibility. So,
help us Madam Speaker, to communicate this message
to the nation.
We also appeal that you should help us to communicate
to the nation that they have to do regular exercising. I
am happy that you have provided a gym for us Madam
Speaker, for us to be exemplary. You had provided some
instructors, but I do not think they are there because they
were not utilized. Most of the time it was Honourable
Billy, and I at the gym and Honourable Kenewendo.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Have you not seen me
at the gym?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, we want to
make a passionate plea to the Honourable Members of
Parliament here to help us in terms of mobilizing our
counterparts to do male circumcision because there
are a lot of benefits that can be derived from male
circumcision Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM SPEAKER: No! No! Listen to him! I do not
know what you objecting to.
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MR MAKGALEMELE: One of the benefits
Honourable Salakae is that, it has been scientifically
proven that male circumcision reduces chances of your
partner contracting cervical cancer. That is one of the
things that have been demonstrated. Moreover, as a
man, you do not become prone to contracting sexually
transmitted diseases.
The point I wanted to make Madam Speaker is that, we
do have cases whereby some men who have not done
the safe male circumcision, go out telling other men that
doing male circumcision reduces sexual appetite. Now
the problem Madam Speaker is that, that is not true for
some of us who did male circumcision.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR MAKGALEMELE: … (Laughter!) …
Madam Speaker, the issue of accidents…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Listen to him! He is talking
about things that affect your life.
MR MAKGALEMELE: The issue of accidents
Madam Speaker, continue to disturb this country.
We continue to lose a lot of professionals, our family
members and young people of this country Madam
Speaker. I think a couple of days, three - four days back
there was an accident along A1 Road where we lost four
of our people. This is a worrying trend Madam Speaker.
I want to repeat what I requested last year Madam
Speaker, I want to humbly request Honourable Mokaila
and Honourable Kgathi, I do not know where the
responsibility would fall that, there be compulsory
defensive driving training and everybody must have
compulsory defensive driving certificate. I think that
would be a major prevention strategy for accidents.
I also think that the speed limit on all public vehicles
must be enforced without fail. If a speed limit of 80km/h
is written at the back of a car, let that vehicle or bus or
combi really maintain that speed Madam Speaker, and
let us find a way of really enforcing that this 80 km/h
sign thing is respected. I think if you can do that Madam
Speaker, we will be able to save a lot of lives.
At another level Madam Speaker, we need aggressive
enforcement of all road rules. I think if we can do these
three together with others, this will go a long way
Madam Speaker, in terms of assisting in the reduction
of road accidents.
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Madam Speaker, I also want to indicate that the cost of
undertaking and implementing projects in our country
is disturbing. I hold a strong view Madam Speaker
that most of the projects that are being implemented in
Botswana are actually overpriced. I think there has to be
a deliberate move that, all the projects to be undertaken
in Botswana have to be properly costed, and those who
are doing the preliminary costing should actually be
adequately audited so that we really get value for money.
I still feel that Madam Speaker, most of the money
saved from this overpricing can actually be used to do
other projects. For example, in my constituency Madam
Speaker, we still need a road linking Dibete, Poloka,
Mokgenene, Otse. I think that with proper costing and
saving on some of these overpriced projects, we can
be able to derive some of the savings Madam Speaker,
and can actually be used to undertake some of these
roads. So, I really want to appeal Madam Speaker,
that who are involved in pricing projects, it could be
road infrastructure, buildings, I hold a strong view that
those are overpriced Madam Speaker. You will realize
that even at a family level, the same house that you
build using maybe your own resources supervising a
contractor, you take the same house, and it is billed by
Government, the prices shoot up to three, four times. So,
these are some of the examples that clearly show that
Government projects are actually overpriced.
Madam Speaker, certainly we do have a challenge of
youth unemployment in our country. How we should
tackle this problem of youth unemployment, it needs
to be tackled with a diversity of interventions. Yes, we
have done a lot in terms of building the capacity of
our young people, and we are now talking of retooling
them, re-skilling them, we are rolling out projects such
as Target 20000, upskilling and so on…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Upscaling …
MR MAKGALEMELE: Upskilling and so on.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Upscaling …
MR MAKGALEMELE: Upscaling. I still feel
Madam Speaker we need a lot to do in terms of youth
unemployment.
I think the more we have idle young persons, we are
sitting on a time bomb as a country. Therefore, I want
to appeal Madam Speaker that maybe we should have
a national conference on youth employment, where we
literally unpack all opportunities to … (Interruption)
… these policies that are available in our country, how
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can this particular policy assists in terms of job creation
so that ultimately we have a national comprehensive
strategy for youth employment in our country. I yield
Madam Speaker.
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Honourable Member, I
appreciate that you are acknowledging that the situation
of the youth unemployment is a volatile situation. In all
honesty, what will the conference do? Why do we not
come up with remedies and solutions to the challenge
rather than keeping on engaging conferences, Pitsos and
everything?
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Madam
Speaker, currently, there are quite a number of initiatives
in creating jobs for our young people. Capacity building
of young people; I know today in Maun, Honourable
Molefhi through his portfolio responsibility is
addressing a forum of young people in the construction
business. The point I am trying to make Honourable
Kgoroba, is that, there are some youth employment
forecast programmes that can actually create jobs for
our people. I appreciate the fact that not every young
person can be a good entrepreneur and we have to take
that into consideration. That is why earlier on I was
talking about retooling, upskilling and so on.
We should be saying to our young people, “there are
numerous other opportunities presented by the economy
through various policies, which young people can
actually tap into.” My thinking is that a conference of
this nature would be more holistic Madam Speaker.
We have to identify various other opportunities that are
there for young people. Some of them could strictly be
that, how best can we create jobs for our people.
As I was indicating a couple of seconds back, not every
young person can be a good entrepreneur. Some of the
young people and other people in business in general
should be assisted to go into business so that they
can then create jobs for our young people. Personally
Honourable Kgoroba, I still feel there is an opportunity
within the overall policy framework in Botswana for us
to un-tap some of the obvious and hidden opportunities
presented by our policies. Personally, I do not think the
market should really be a problem. We have the market
created in the country through policy provisions such the
Economic Diversification Drive (EDD). We also have
a market presented by our trade agreements, African
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) for example,
presents a whole array of opportunities. The Economic
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Partnership Agreement (EPA) presents a whole array of
opportunities for us to export to the international market.
I think with a more consolidated and refined strategy,
we should be able to present some of these opportunities
for our young people, not only the young people as I
indicated, but also the private sector that can help us to
create jobs for our people.
Madam Speaker, I want to address the public service; our
public service has done a lot for this country. I am happy
that the Ministers responsible for the public service;
Honourable Molale and Honourable Kwerepe, as they
go along addressing public servants throughout the
country, they acknowledge the positive role our public
servants have played in our country. I also appreciate
the fact that the public service, just like all of us, are not
well paid. I know you will recall that during our General
Assemblies, we cry about our low salaries. It is basically
a problem that is there in our country. Generally, salaries
are not “that good enough.”
I also want to appeal to the public service Madam
Speaker to say, as a way of mitigating against salaries
that are not good, they must look at some of the
opportunities presented to them as benefits. They can
see how those benefits can actually augment the salary
gap. For example; I still want the public officers to take
advantage of the fact that they can go into business
subject to the provisions provided. They still have to
get the permissions of their Permanent Secretaries
and so on. I think that will go a long way in terms of
augmenting their revenue streams.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of clarification.
Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable
Minister. Can you just clarify this issue of allowing public
servants to continue doing business? The main provider
of business in Botswana is Government, now the same
civil servants working for the same Government are
the same ones you are saying they should do business
with Government. They should tender for projects
with Government. Do you not think this is a recipe for
corruption? Do you not think this is a recipe for conflict
of interest in the public service more so that in our
system, civil servants can be transferred interchangeably
within the Ministries? One officer with the Ministry of
Environment, Natural Resources and Conservation will
sometimes be transferred to Agricultural Development
and Food Security, or maybe to Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Granted Madam Speaker,
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there is potential for that. I think conflict of interest
has potential for almost all professions. Even us as
politicians, as Members of Parliament, as Ministers, I
think there is that potential. I think what is important
is, safety nets have to be put in place. The fact that a
proviso has been put in place to say, they must seek the
authority of the Permanent Secretary responsible for
that Ministry, that should present itself as some form
of a safety net. If they are moved from this particular
Ministry to the other Ministry, they still have to seek
authority to see if it is something that can be done in that
particular Ministry. The point I am trying to make is that,
that has been presented as a benefit for public officers so
that their revenue streams can be improved. My humble
plea is that, that should be looked as a benefit for…
MADAM SPEAKER: We have lost quorum.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Just before I leave that point, I also want to indicate that,
even before it was officially declared that public officers
can actually go into business, there is this business
called agriculture. It might be goats or cattle. Public
officers have always been allowed to rear cattle, goats
and even ploughing. That is business Madam Speaker,
so if you want to tell me that it is wrong for them to
be allowed to go into business, they have always been
allowed to go into the agriculture business. Public
officers can for example, do the ploughing through the
Integrated Support Programme for Arable Agricultural
Development (ISPAAD). whatever they get from the
harvest, the proceeds, they can use those to augment
their salaries. My point is that public officers as they
are looking at their revenue base or salaries, they must
not only confine themselves to the salaries that they get
or rather what is reflected in their salary payslip. They
must look at other opportunities, other policies that are
there for Batswana which they themselves can access as
Batswana. That is the point that I want to make.
We do have public officers for example who work in
the rural areas. There is nothing that stops them Madam
Speaker now that BOCODOL has been transformed into
an open university, they can still study. A public officer
in the village of Mokgenene, in the village of Moralane
can still study through distance learning; enjoy the
comfort of the rural areas whilst they are studying. My
point is that they must look at opportunities beyond
what is reflected in their pay salary.
Madam Speaker I also want …
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MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Honourable Member
if I remember well if it was not you it is one of the
members on that side of the isle when you mention that,
yes despite that we have the best quality or grade of
cables that enhance internet connection, we are still a
bit behind in as far as the flow of internet connection
is concerned. You must bear in mind that, for those
people in rural areas to be able to execute themselves
appropriately with regards to BOCODOL, internet is a
major component of that initiative and yet it is not yet
in its full swing.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Granted Honourable
Kgoroba, it is not in its full swing but I can assure you
that efforts are being made. I am sure if you can direct
a question to Honourable Mokaila he will be able to
elaborate in terms of the efforts that are being made and
their targets and where they believe they are going to be
maybe at the end of the 2017/2018 financial year, efforts
that are going to be put in place during the 2018/2019
financial. We also have another opportunity Honourable
Kgoroba, very soon you are going to be debating the
2018/2019 budget. I and you must vote for more
resources to be allocated so that this particular concern
is actually addressed going forward.
Madam Speaker I also want to address the issue of
performance generally within the public service. I want
to indicate Madam Speaker that we do have a guiding
instrument called the 10 Point Agenda. It basically gives
some guidelines to say as Government this is how we
want to provide our services. One of the provisions of
the 10 Point Agenda talks about Botho, that when people
go to access services in Government departments, they
must be served with courtesy; they must feel welcomed.
That is one of the aspects of the 10 Point Agenda.
The 10 Point Agenda Madam Speaker …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MAKGALEMELE: Just like you were preaching
yesterday. The 10 Point Agenda Madam Speaker calls
on the public officers to go an extra mile Madam
Speaker in the delivery of services. Almost a month
back Madam Speaker I had visited our facility, I was
addressing a Kgotla meeting in a village called Lepokole
in Honourable Kgathi’s constituency.
A nurse serving in that particular clinic briefed me to
say Minister, we do not have electricity in the clinic
but we do have electricity in our homes. My home is
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about 100 metres, just a stone throw away but because
I do not have electricity in the clinic sometimes I am
forced to take some of the medical equipment in order
to provide service to the community and he was worried
that maybe he was doing something wrong and I gave
him 100/100 to say that is what we mean when we say
you must go an extra mile in the provision of services.
The point that I want to make Madam Speaker is that,
the 10 Point Agenda thus guides the public officer
that they can provide the services in what manner. In
addition to that, what worries me is the 10 Point Agenda
number 10 which talks about lapses. Sometimes we
have a situation whereby people travel long distances
and they are not able to be assisted because there is a
particular lapse. Most of the times Honourable Minister
Matambo, they say Government Accounting and
Budget System (GABS) is down. Someone would have
travelled all the way from Moralane to Mahalapye to get
assisted and they are told that GABS is not functioning
yet they know that it has been impressed that even when
GABS is not working they can actually use manual
provided that once GABS is restored the information
is electrically captured. I just want to make an appeal
that public officers must continuously see the 10 Point
Agenda as the Bible for the delivery of service in the
rural areas.
I also want to make an appeal Honourable Members that
in the Health and Wellness Sector, I think to a very large
extent we still have some resistance of some public
officers who do not want to be posted to the rural areas.
I think we should speak with one voice that Botswana
is one country and each and every public officer must
be ready to serve in any part of Botswana so that all
Batswana are able to benefit from all public officers.
I also want to make appeal that, we have cases whereby
there are some vacant posts especially in rural areas.
When there is no agricultural demonstrator or social
worker literally economic empowerment stops. There
are certain key professionals that we need in the rural
areas where really life cannot continue without them
being available. I am making a passionate appeal
Honourable Molale to say some of these key positions
especially for the rural areas should actually be made
available.
Finally, Madam Speaker. I am happy that His Excellency
the President has demonstrated confidence in His
Honour the Vice president that he will be handing over
the button to him and I want to congratulate His Honour
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the Vice President for the assignment before him and
assure him that as the Botswana Democratic Party we
shall support his Presidency. I thank you Mr Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you so much for this opportunity Mr Speaker to make
my comments on the State of the Nation Address. I want
to preface my debate by congratulating the President
for his speech and to say that we also congratulate him
for honouring the requirements of our Constitution
which says that when you have served your two five
year terms you should vacate your office. We are in a
continent where more often than not when Presidents
are supposed to vacate they seek to extend their stay in
power and we congratulate him for not trying to do that.
I would also want to thank the Leader of the Opposition
for his speech. I believe that in a democracy we need
to hear the alternative view because it is from that
humdinger of discourse that citizen can then choose
those that they feel are better placed to run the affairs
of their country.
Madam Speaker also deserves to be congratulated
for the recent honour that was bestowed on her. Now
that the pleasantries are out of the way, I want to say
that the President was giving his last State of the
Nation Address. Therefore, my expectation was that
the President will then take us as a nation through his
journey of his 10 years in power. I expected him to tell
us what his priorities were when he came in to power,
what he sought to do and what he succeeded in doing
and what he failed to do.
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Member. Honourable Makgalemele just reiterated prior
to you standing up that the President has been coming
to this House every year to give State of the Nation
implying that he was giving us his track record as he did
so, maybe you could chip in on that.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Kgoroba. I
think one of the things that I have consistently said in this
House as my major criticism of President Khama is that
over the 10 years, every year that he came to Parliament
and brought new good news, forgetting altogether about
what he had said in the previous year. This is the same
trajectory that he follows in his very final State of the
Nation Address. He fails to take us backwards and say
to us, this is what I set out to do in my tenure as the
President and therefore I think that I achieved half of it.
If I did not achieve (a), (b), (c), why did I not achieve
that so that he can then use his experiential knowledge
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to guide those who will come after him to say that I
think if you change approach on this one, then you stand
a better chance of succeeding.
Let me just take this House backwards a bit. Who can
forget the euphoria that came with President Khama
ascendance to power? He was almost regarded as a
messiah. The majority of Batswana thought here is a
man that we have always needed. When he was Vice
President, he actually overshadowed the then President
to the extent that we had a newspaper article that referred
to Former President Mogae as a shrinking President
because his deputy was over domineering. His deputy
was promising a lot of things. Who can also forget that
the President came with a lot of promises? I thought the
President with so much goodwill, he will work towards
expanding democracy, entrenching democracy but I am
here to submit today that he leaves us in a much worse
situation than he found us.
I will begin with democracy, that he inherited to a
large extent, a well-functioning democracy. Botswana
was known the world over as a shining example of
democracy with all the challenges that it was facing but
everybody wanted to learn from us. I want to take you
through all the Arms of Government to see how they
have been affected by the Khama presidency so that we
can then say whether this President leaves us a better
legacy or he does not because this is his last State of the
Nation Address and we should out of duty, interrogate
his presidency.
The Judiciary
The Judiciary was known in this country to be very
independent. There was never a time before the Khama
presidency that there was a conflict between the Judicial
Service Commission (JSC) and the President over
the appointment of Judges. President Khama comes
and tells us that he is not obliged by law to take the
recommendations of the JSC. For the first time, the
President wants to choose those he wants to sit at the
bench. For the first time in the history of this country,
you have judges that are suspended for long periods of
time and those Judges having to go and kneel before
the President to ask for forgiveness. I want you to tell
me whether that does not compromise the independence
of the Judiciary? If the President is the one that is
going to choose who sits in the bench, disregarding the
recommendations of the Judicial Service Commission
and if the Judges have to beg for mercy from the
President, can they be independent of the Executive?
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It was for the first time that we saw a Government of
this great Republic becoming notorious for disregarding
Court Orders. We all know the cases that were won in
court by the unions and this Government led by this
President disregarded whatever that was pronounced by
the courts.
Legislature (Parliament)
In the 10th Parliament, Honourable Makgalemele and the
others who were there would remember that there were
Bills that were drafted, Bills that were aimed at ensuring
the independence of Parliament but they were shelved.
President Khama leaves a much weaker Parliament than
he inherited. Today he moved to increase his frontbench
such that in his party, the frontbench always gets its way
because they far outnumber the backbench.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member. While
you are on that issue of the Judiciary, I think it is the
President who is presides over a Government and has
fought tooth and nail to ensure that Batswana nationals
do not get to the top most positions of the bench of the
Court of Appeal in this country; only foreigners.
DR P. BUTALE: Well, I could not agree more and
I think those who are sitting on the other side of the
aisle know very well that we were in this very House
when they debated very strongly against localisation
of the bench. This is the legacy that President Khama
leaves. While I am still at the Legislature, we know
that in the 10th Parliament, the composition of oversight
Parliamentary Committees was done on a ratio...
MINISTER OF LAND MANAGEMENT, WATER
AND SANITATION SERVICES (MR MAELE):
Correction. Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Member. My request is just to correct the
first point that he talked about in so far as it relates to
the laws that talked about independence of Parliament.
I think we should be fair. Fortunately, I was there in the
10th Parliament. The laws never reached Parliament, they
were just discussed at caucus level and I can tell you
that one of them was the Public Service Commission
and I do not know the other one. You should be fair
Honourable Member because I am listening attentively.
Thank you sir…
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Minister. I
think that it is fair for me to expect that if the President
was pro-independence of Parliament, he would have
sought out those Bills. Even if he did not take those
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Bills, he should have initiated a move towards a more
independent Parliament. However, if he did not, then I
think I am fair to say that he never had any intention of
having an independent Parliament, because it is at odds
with what he wants to do, which is to centralise power
in the presidency.
I was talking about oversight…
MR BOKO: On a point of elucidation Mr Speaker.
While on this same point Honourable Butale, it is
important to place on record again that there were efforts
during the 10th Parliament when they were dealing with
their Standing Orders to create a dispensation in terms
of which the President would come to Parliament to
account and there would be a Presidential Question
Time. This President rejected that proposition
vigorously, with the result that he only appears in
Parliament to deliver the State of the Nation Address
and disappear or to come and sit in briefly and listen to
the Budget Speech. Those are the only two occasions
he ever comes to Parliament. It is a dispensation that
is gravely at odds with accountability and respect for
this Parliament. So, it is absolutely correct what you are
saying. He has shown absolute disdain for Parliament
and therefore for democracy.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Boko. I think
this is one of the things that I should have started with,
the fact that you cannot be President for 10 years and
never fielded questions in Parliament and you want to
call yourself somebody who believes in democracy. I
think anybody should be ashamed of such a record.
The President comes to Parliament to talk down to
Members of Parliament and then disappears as the
Leader of Opposition says and we spend time here
addressing the weaknesses of his presidency. I think
those who report to him never ever give him the true
picture of what we say. I think he has denied himself
the opportunity to learn from Members of Parliament,
because all we want to do is to shape a better future for
this country.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of elucidation
Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Elucidation by Honourable
Keorapetse. Hold on Honourable Member. Honourable
Salakae I should not be reprimanding you for making
noise in Parliament.
MR KEORAPETSE: Honourable Butale you are
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on the right track. I know at some point you were in
journalism, my question to you is, do you remember any
point in time when President Khama addressed a press
conference?
DR P. BUTALE: Well, I am going to get to the issue of
media and the President’s relationship with the fourth
estate. I know for sure that he has never addressed a press
conference. The only time I remember when I was still
in the state media that he purported to have addressed a
press conference is when he did some staged interviews
with the media, where question were passed on to him
before the interview. I will get to that one.
I think this one on Legislature, I want to say that
Oversight Parliamentary Committees are dysfunctional
at the moment, because contrary to what has been
happening these committees have been flooded with
the ruling party Members of Parliament, one Member
of Parliament being in 12 Committees. That is not
practical. These poor brothers of ours I always feel pity
for them. Some of them are even on the verge of losing
constituencies because when they jet in, the next thing
they have to go again, because they are in 12 Committees.
These committees have not been functional. This is the
legacy that this President leaves, because he should not
have allowed this to happen.
I have said that the increasing of Cabinet vis -a -vis
the backbench has stifled debates with the other side
of the aisle literally now singing from the same hymn
book with the Executive. The backbench being almost
non-existent, with a few exceptions of course. That I
must say, that there are a few who really try under very
difficult conditions.
We know that in this Parliament we have not been
capacitated, when you talk about drafting of Private
Members Bills, research for Members of Parliament
that still remains a dream up in the sky. This is the
legacy that we should say, that he leaves a much weaker
Parliament.
I want to speak to the media as Honourable Keorapetse
was nudging me towards the media. I think that if we
look at the record of all Presidents that have been there
in this country, President Khama beats everybody in
terms of muzzling the media. If you look at legislation
that has come forth during his presidency, legislation
that we in the media call media unfriendly laws, we saw
a proliferation of such legislation during his presidency.
Who can forget the repealing of a much more
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progressive Broadcasting Act of 1998 that had adopted
a three-tier system of broadcasting, which is a minimum
standard internationally, replacing it with a regressive
colonial legacy kind of legislation called the Botswana
Communications Regulatory Authority (BOCRA). This
is how we will remember President Khama.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): On a point of procedure Mr Speaker.
Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member.
Mr Speaker, I would like you to request the Honourable
Member on the floor to debate facing you because he is
facing me and he is a close friend of mine but his face is
intimidating me today. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Butale, stop intimidating
others. Face this side.
DR P. BUTALE: Honourable Goya is a very close
friend of mine. I thought my safest bet was to face him
than anybody else. I will try to face the Speaker as I
speak.
The repealing of the Broadcasting Act of 1998 meant
that the efforts that were made by licensing Btv and
Radio Botswana as public service broadcasters was
reversed. We now have what is called state media. Do
you know why we should have state media? Because we
want state media to only be a mouthpiece for the ruling
party. When political events happen in this country we
see coverage of those political events from outside the
borders before we can see Btv and Radio Botswana
broadcasting those. If this is not shameful, then I need
to go back to school and learn what shameful means.
This is the legacy of President Khama.
We know efforts that have been made by this President
during his tenure, to muzzle and starve the private media
of Government advertising, in order to ensure that they
toe the line, that they report in a certain way. This is well
documented and anybody who has a problem or who
denies this, the evidence is all over the place. We know
that during his presidency, we saw an increase in the
harassment of journalists and reporters who are deemed
to be publishing damaging stories. We were reminded
during Khama’s regime of colonial era, laws such as
sedition, the famous sedition case against Mokone. This
Mr President is your legacy and we will remember you
with that. Who can forget imprisonment of Sonny Serite
whose charges were never proved. We were never told
why he was arrested in the first place and I think it is
fair for me to conclude that he was arrested to ensure
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that anybody else who reports courageously as he does,
should know that their fate is jail.
Who can forget Edgar Tsimane, which I term him
“our first journalist refugee” who has fled this
country because of intimidation from the security
forces. Reginald Richardson also has suffered various
harassment at the hands of the state. This one that I will
end my discussion on the media with; the Vice President
when he was Minister in the Presidency, he killed a
Private Members’ Bill on Freedom of Information. I
was still in the civil society, I participated actively in the
drafting of that Bill. It met the international standards
and was done according to the African modern law on
access to information. The Minister Masisi then told
Parliament that, “kill this one, I am at the door with a
much more improved Bill.” Today he is about to be a
President, where is the Bill on access to information? It
is because this Government is beholden to secrecy and
I must remind you that secrecy is corrosive. The reason
you cannot win the fight against corruption is because of
the belief in secrecy. You cannot shun transparency and
accountability and think that you are fighting corruption.
The Vice President is about to be a President and we are
still waiting for the Freedom of Information Bill.
MR KGOROBA: Point of clarification. If Honourable
Masisi has used that kind of oppression and he is now
about to become the President, what is it that we can
expect from him as a President? Is he going to improve
democracy or he is going to intensify the oppression that
we have been exposed to?
DR P. BUTALE: Well, I have said it before in this House
that I think we should all be going on our knees to pray
for this country because what I see coming is nothing
better than that which we have already been exposed
to. I think I have said to the Vice President when he is
in the House that he inherits a very bad country that has
gone to the dogs. He has his work cut out for him and
we hope that during the stop gate measure from next
year till 2019, he can redeem himself. I want to talk
about personal freedom because it is a legacy that this
President leaves. Today people are afraid of their own
Government. When you talk to Ministers here, they are
always looking over their shoulders, “who is listening?”
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Ministers?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They know.
DR P. BUTALE: Yes, some of them even run away
when they meet in the hallways and malls and say, “I
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might get into trouble if I am seen standing here with
Honourable Butale for five minutes.” I know that
Honourable Venson and Honourable Tshireletso are
those who are very brave and never afraid. This is the
reality of our lives. Senior public servants that we know
who are related to us cannot even sit down with us by
the fire and discuss issues of where we come from, no,
no, they …

want to bring investment. This is the legacy of President
Khama. One important component of any democracy is
the Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) movement.
I was in the NGO but there is very little to say today
when you talk about the NGOs. We all know how the
once vociferous and very active Botswana Council of
Non-Governmental Organisations (BOCONGO) has
been silenced.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Even at the weddings.

We all know the harassment that trade unions have gone
through during Khama’s Presidency. He talks about
labour somewhere in his speech and I expected him to
apprise the nation about the status of the Bargaining
Council and he conveniently forgets that the Bargaining
Council is dead. How do you say that you are pro
workers’ rights when you have taken the only tool that
the workers have? The only power that the workers have
is collective bargaining; it has been killed. The President
talks about labour but somehow does not see the need to
address the elephant in the room. This is the President
who wants to be the bearer of good news all the time. I
do not think you can be President if you are going to be
bringing good news all the time. This is the legacy of
President Dr Seretse Khama Ian Khama. I think this is
the first time I completed the name…

DR P. BUTALE: Even at the weddings they say to us,
“Honourable Member can you please stay that side
because you might ruin our prospects.” This is the
legacy that the President leaves. I want to say that there
is no freedom of expression in this country because
of Khama. We see churches Honourable Batshu being
harassed, pastors’ permits are cancelled. I have never
seen people who are not even afraid of God. Servants
of the Highest God being harassed on a daily basis by
Government that should have known in the first place
that God is the one that allows them to be on the throne.
We know of recent ridiculous visa requirements that have
targeted certain individuals who are seen to be friends
of the opposition. People who come here visiting the
opposition, next time when they come a visa is needed
even though their fellow citizens are not required to
have visas because they visited the opposition. We know
of business people who have invested all their life time,
hard work money and they are told when their permits
expire, “we are not going to renew them.” That is how
we lose jobs. I have met a lot of people who have been
here for 30 years, somebody who says, “I have spent all
my youthful energy in this country and I have put all
my money in this country, all of a sudden I am told, we
cannot renew your permit.” I met one who said, “My
mother spent all her active life in this country. She is in
India and she wants to visit me once a year, but I am told
an 87-year-old lady cannot come for security reasons.”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Even a two-year-old is
refused for security reasons.
DR P. BUTALE: We need to engage these issues
Honourable Members because they have a bearing on
whether they can produce the jobs that we so much
desire and desperately need for our young people, but
this is the legacy that President Khama leaves behind.
He ran an inward looking regime and I am paraphrasing
former President Mogae when he was speaking
elsewhere that, Botswana has an inward looking regime
that shuns talent from outside and business people who

HONOURABLE MEMBER: General.
DR P. BUTALE: Lieutenant General, yes.
I want to talk about what the President set out as his
roadmap. He came up with a couple of Ds when he came
into power. One of the Ds was Development and I want
to talk a bit about development. What I have always said
is the problem with this current Government’s approach
to development, and I have said it repeatedly in this
House is that development science has long moved
beyond mathematical estimations and gradations;
development according to Amartya Sen has to be about
capacitation. We need to identify our peoples’ talents
which is why I brought to this Parliament a Motion
that called for a creative economy policy. We need to
identify our people’s talents and turn them into revenue
earners. This is what development has to be about.
Our young people are so creative in the technological
sector. I remember one young person who came to my
office and said, “Honourable, I have this brilliant idea;
I want to beam advertisements on the Kgale Hill.” He
went to the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sport and
Culture Development and they said, “What is it that you
say you want to do? Why can you not get goats instead?”
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HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
DR P. BUTALE: I am telling you the honest truth
because we want to prescribe to our people what they
should do for a living. They are poor materially but they
are not poor mentally. This is why we need to engage
seriously with this discourse of development because
for us we need to redefine this thing called freedom. We
need to redefine it to be fulfilment of human capacities
and that has to be the primary task of the state; fulfilment
of human capacities. When you do that, then you are on
the right track of development.
We believe very strongly that mankind; everybody is
naturally progressive; everybody wants to improve
themselves, and everybody wants to learn a new thing
every day and that is what we should work on. We
should not pull our people backwards by not engaging
their creative thoughts…

where was the vision, how does it add to what we want
to be as a country? No, it was said one day a railway line
going there will be built, but now it seems the railway
line is not going to be built anymore. You see my
brothers and sisters; the left hand does not know what
the right hand is doing.
Today in my constituency as I move to the second D
which is Dignity, the…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of clarification.
Before you move further away from that point, now he
informed us that his Cabinet has appointed him to be the
champion of Vision 2036…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Champion.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Champion and they did
not even say so. He is the one who chairs and then he is
appointed. So he is going to rule from the grave.

MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification.
Honourable, are you saying when a young man had a
dream of such an inventive idea of advertising on the
top of Kgale Hill a leader thought of goats instead, do
we really have the right leaders there to drive the dreams
of our people?

DR P. BUTALE: I think maybe they should look for
another more fitting word; ‘champion’ would denote
something else because I think he has failed to champion
everything that he has come up with. So I think we
need a better word maybe to just say because he was
President we are trying to…

DR P. BUTALE: Well, I think if you pay close
attention to the discourse of my presentation, it points
to a deficiency in leadership and that is exactly what we
need to address.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

I wanted to say that this idea that I am propagating for
today of an innovative, creative and pragmatic approach
to development, should assert advancement in science,
technology and economic development. We have said
consistently that we are spending far less than we should
be spending on research because if we want to take the
country to the next level, then we need to do much
more. We need more enlightened ideas that try new and
experimental methods to facilitate the change that we so
much desire.

Dignity; in the constituency of Gaborone Central,
the President came up with countless ad hoc policies
such as Nyeletso Lehuma (Poverty Eradication). In
my constituency today, we still have people who were
assessed and qualified to be assisted under Poverty
Eradication and they have been waiting since 2012.
I asked in this House in the last sitting of Parliament
whether there is data that suggests that there are people
who were alleviated from poverty by this programme.
The Minister said, “No, we have not reviewed this
programme,” but we continue throwing money at
this programme but somebody has been waiting to be
assisted since 2012. To demonstrate that the left hand
does not know what the right is doing. People in my
constituency tell me that, “we go and get stoves, for our
upkeep, then when we set up to cook and sell, the same
government comes and takes those stoves and say we do
not have the right to trade in the said areas.” They take
those stoves.

Under development I think I need to stress that this
President, when he was Vice President, he appointed
himself project manager. He said he was going to
supervise all projects across the country and we know
the calamitous outcome. We know the Morupule B
saga, the Fengyue Glass Factory saga, the Lobatse Milk
Factory and the Leather Park. I went with Honourable
Members in the Committee of Communication; to the
Walvis Bay Port and we found a few Japanese cars there
and we are paying 50 000 a month for rent. You ask
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DR P. BUTALE: We do not have executive councils; I
think you should understand that Mother of the House.
This is the failure of this Government, because our
people are now saying, “our bread has gone stale and
we do not know how to go about it.” This idea that it is
the Local Government not the Central Government, the
logic beats me. This is the Government of the day, and
this is exactly what we are talking about.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Clarification. In short, I just
want to say the council resolves what it does. Even if
there is the Local Government but still, local authorities
decide. They have decided that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are yours.
MS TSHIRELETSO: That is theirs, we do not do
those, and they are run by councils.
DR P. BUTALE: I hear you Honourable Tshireletso,
but I still maintain, this is the Government, and what
you do shows exactly the confusion that I am talking
about. This Government when you come up with one
policy; you will remember Honourable Venson-Moitoi,
the President said we will eradicate poverty through
the backyard garden. When people started backyard
gardening, Water Utilities said you cannot water the
garden. This is the confusion that I am talking about.
I am showing you that this ad hoc kind of running a
Government is the legacy of the President.
Under “Dignity”, I want to talk about the conditions
of service of our public service, and I have said this,
the death of the Bargaining Council, I have cried in
this House about how we treat men and women in
uniform that make up the majority of my voters in my
constituency. I have said this numerous times, three
families sharing a three bedroomed house. I went there
and I looked, and said, can this be happening in this
republic! I have gone to Special Support Group (SSG)
and I have seen people who have been serving this nation
for five years staying in tents, and this Government says
everything is good, the President needs some applause.
This is the legacy; this is how we will remember him.
When we talk about expenditure in the disciplined
forces and we say, let the money be taken to improve in
the working conditions of these men and women who
have sacrificed their lives to ensure that we are safe,
Honourable Kgathi laughs his lungs out and jokes about
it. I have said on numerous occasions, that Honourable
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Kgathi has been giving me contradictory answers on
the structure of the Botswana Defence Force, Botswana
Police Service and Botswana Prisons Service. The last
time he said, “No! I have engaged consultants,” the next
thing he says, “no! The next financial year we would
have done everything.” The next thing he says, “No! It
is now at Cabinet,” the next time, “no! Cabinet is now
looking at it together with other competing needs.” This
is pathetic. I have said this, and I want to say it again, that
you are sitting on a time bomb. The very same way you
are sitting on a time bomb with youth unemployment,
with those men and women in the barracks, you are also
sitting on a time bomb, because you cannot treat people
this way, mistreating them and being proud of it at the
same time and think that they would just keep quite. I
want to say it again that until something is done about
the structure for the disciplined forces, I will speak
about it Honourable Venson until …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
DR P. BUTALE: Yes, is it not that you are the
spokesperson.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Butale, Mother of the
House is addressed as Honourable Venson-Moitoi.
DR P. BUTALE: Ooh, did I not say that?
MR SPEAKER: I have been listening to you, you have
not been saying her full names.
DR P. BUTALE: Ooh! Honourable Venson-Moitoi.
Still under dignity, I want to speak about the situation in
my constituency. I brought a Motion to Parliament with
regard to pit latrines. I said that we have invested huge
sums of money on a sewerage system, to which our
people are failing to connect because of their economic
conditions. I have said in Parliament that you cannot
stop the service that was provided by council to provide
sewage services to pit latrines because people are unable
to connect. This Parliament passed that Motion, up to
today, nothing has been done. The health hazard in that
constituency will continue because of pit latrines and
indifference of this Government.
I want to end by speaking about the other “D” called
“Discipline.” I think if there is anybody who thought
that the President would bring any discipline, we thought
that he would come and fight corruption. We now see
corruption becoming the norm, becoming something that
is normal. We know that he came up with things like the
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Alcohol Levy Fund. I almost laughed the other day when
he said the Alcohol Levy is having a positive impact in
the reduction of consumption alcohol, and on another
hand he is saying the Alcohol Levy has accumulated
billions of monies. How does the fund have money if
people are drinking less? This is the confusion that I am
talking about. I want to talk about what the legacy that
the President leaves as a result of these measures such as
Alcohol Levy. Today in my constituency we are sitting
with a population that is dying out of alcohol and drug
abuse. People have now gone from alcohol to now take
the hard stuff. We will remember you Mr President for
all these failures. We will remember you for the plethora
of public policy disasters that you leave us with. I rest
my case.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker. I just want to know if it is possible to call
the government media to report the speech made by
Honourable Butale as it is, especially regarding the part
where he talked about the legacy the President has left?
Is it not time for them to report issues as said in the
House?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, switch off
that microphone.
MR KEORAPETSE: I was still talking about
government media coverage, especially Radio
Botswana, that what Honourable Butale has just said
in the floor of Parliament will not be reported as it is
to Batswana especially about the legacy left by His
Excellency President Khama. These are not aired on the
radio, in the programme for “Dikgang tsa palamente”.
The reason I am saying this is because the Leader of
Opposition has already responded to the Speech made by
the President of the Republic, Honourable Rantuana has
also responded but the responses are not captured well
in the radio and according to how they were presented.
Therefore, I call for you to call them and talk to them
such that they report speeches as they were presented in
Parliament so that the public really gets to know what
really transpired.
MR SPEAKER: I am aware that there is a programme
called, “Dikgang tsa palamente” at radio Botswana,
and it is entirely up to them how they write their reports
and air them. I do not have a say in that.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST): Mr
Speaker, let me thank you. Let me also thank the good
Lord, the peacemaker who has saved us from afar till
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now. Honourable Members, we are here to respond to
the State of the Nation address made by the President of
the Republic of Botswana.
Let me start off by thanking the President for his
leadership for the past 10 years. I remember that when
he came in, in 2008 he was met with the challenge
of recession. We experienced long spells of drought.
Unemployment struck but he carried on.
Honourable Members, we should learn to give honour
to whom honour is due. When attending funerals, we
praise the dead who were not even productive while
alive. We compliment them so much so that even those
who went to prison we do not want to mention that they
were from prison. We should commend the President for
leading us the best way he could. He deserves a round of
applause and let him leave in peace.
It is clear that the President made some decisions just
like any man can take decisions …
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moswaane,
we have just lost quorum. Honourable Kablay and
Honourable Mokgware, take your seats. Everyone
should take their seat. Order! Honourable Boko, sit
down.
Honourable Members, make sure that we have quorum
before you leave. We have lost 10 minutes while waiting
for you, this reduces your time to debate. You should
take into consideration that you have been allocated
a time frame to debate State of the Nation Address
(SONA). Therefore, use this time wisely.
MR MOSWAANE: Mr Speaker, I was still thanking
President Lieutenant General Dr Seretse Khama Ian
Khama. He steered this country in tough times. We faced
uncertainties of whether we will be back as the ruling
party. He led us until some of us from Monarch were
able to secure a Parliamentary seat. When someone has
worked this efficiently, I wish him all the best.
The President in the first page mentioned BCL. When
he mentioned BCL, my spirits were crushed thinking of
the closure of BCL and Tati Nickel. I was heartbroken to
think that more than 6 000 people are going to lose their
jobs. I was more concerned with the procedure they
took to close the mines. We were in Parliament in July,
next Friday, BCL was closed. That shows consultation
was not enough. I remember that the Minister took the
whole year and when we were about to adjourn in July,
he came and told us that the liquidators have advised
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that the mines be closed. These things require proper
consultation with the nation so that we may continue
together in one spirit as an unbeatable team.
Some things affect us as a nation, they affect our uncles,
grandmothers, nephews/nieces and orphans. There is
need to have done proper consultation if we are thinking
of closing a company of BCL magnitude.
BCL is a big company and cannot be closed without
protection from Government. We should consider its
size and the number of its employees.
I had an opportunity to visit Selebi Phikwe, where
people are crying, some commit suicide, others indicate
that they were not given a single penny and some
mentioned that the liquidator said they will not be given
anything. My request is that, although we have finalized
that BCL will be closed, let us compensate BCL and Tati
Nickel mine workers. We should not use the liquidator
and the law to make decisions that were initially not
in our plans. We should consider that we want to help
people who voted for us.
I have said these things to indicate that we live in abject
poverty in Francistown due to the closure of these
mines. I think the Government could come up with
a similar programme like Selebi Phikwe Economic
Diversification Unit (SPEDU) in Francistown which
can bring hope to the citizens that their future is in good
hands. We are communicating these issues and want to
be listened to so that there may be a solution for those
affected to live a better life.
Mr Speaker, I think Francistown Economic
Diversification Unit can bring hope to us because
at the moment we are in the dark. We now point out
deserted mines and hope one day they will be opened.
The residents of Selebi Phikwe are in a better position
because SPEDU brings them hope. I encourage the
Government to do that for Francistown given that
we have recently listened to the State of the Nation
Address and I am also giving you the state of affairs in
Francistown.
In this case we need to benchmark on such issues
from other countries on the processes involved when
liquidating a company as we have seen before with other
big banks overseas that were supposed to close down
because they were running at a loss but they did not
shut down, instead they came up with strategies to keep
them running. They were cognizant of the fact that they
have employed so many people. This is basically what
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I would like to talk about because they are issues that
could not be covered in the state of the nation address
by His Excellency, so I find it befitting to mention them.
These are issues that poses a threat in and I believe such
issues can be used to improve this city.
One of the key pertinent issues that were on the
President’s priority list is job creation to better the lives
of Batswana. There were formation of organizations
like Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
(CEDA), National Development Bank (NDB), Gender
Affairs Department, Youth Development Fund (YDF),
and we had hoped that they will create lucrative jobs.
I am a bit concerned Mr Speaker that instead of an
increase of job creation, there is a decline. I would like
to implore on the Government to see to it that there is
job creation for the betterment of Batswana. When we
look at organizations like Gender Affairs Department,
their budget is aimed at assisting 500 people while on
the contrary they have received 4500 applications. This
means we will not be able to assist the remaining 3500.
We are denying them the chance to be employed or
create employment because the fact that the application
went through consideration shows that it was worth
approving. We continue to see good applications that
are turned down due to lack of funds. That is a very sad
situation.
Under the Ministry of Youth, there are issues and the
President has stated that almost 2000 young people
received youth grant. My thinking is that we should
move away from giving only 1000 young people to 100
000 so that they can get out of the streets. 2 000 is a
very small number. Sometimes the experts tell me that
it is hard to fund 2000 people because of the economic
crunch but I am of the opinion that, we need to prioritize
when it comes to what we need. Instead of buying more
vehicles we can do something that is worthwhile. When
we consider the need that is there against the numbers of
people affected, we should give priority to those needs.
There are so many issues that surrounds job creation
and even those who are employed are surrounded by
unfavorable working conditions because the employer
does not have the interests of the employee at heart.
People are retrenched every now and then for no
apparent reason. I would like to urge the Honourable
Minister Batshu to work on these issues because job
security is also questionable. This ultimately affects the
employee because sometimes we are forced to use a lot
of money to intervene in such issues. We are currently…
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MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): On a
point of correction. Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like
to remind the Honourable Member that issues of labour
fall under Honourable Mabeo’s portfolio just for the
record. Thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you Honourable Batshu for
the correction. We have currently been bombarded by
a lot of cases in my office where security officers have
lost their jobs because there is no job security in their
work places. They lose their jobs under insignificant
circumstances. They are dismissed without any gratuity
and if they launch a complaint, their cases are handled
after a very long time. We need to have a guiding tool
that will govern the processes of summary dismissals
in a work place and within 30 days your case should be
resolved. These employers do these things deliberately
because they know that the system favors them. The
other issue that make employers to undermine us is
lack of political funding because we are the very same
people who go to them to ask for funding. As a result,
when they unfairly dismiss their employees, you do not
have the confidence to face them because they have
helped you. We need to protect the dignity of politics
so that we do not turn out to be burgers to the business
men. Even the foreign business people know that once
a politician comes to them, they are seeking a donation.
Now we are not confident enough to tackle issues head
on. That is why I am advocating for political funding
from our Government.
Over and above that, I would like to commend President
Khama for the Constituency Community Development
Project. This is indeed a welcome development and
if this continues, it will take us somewhere. This will
also promote independence of constituencies where
they will be able to do some developments. We have
allocated P570 million. However, I would like to point
out that this might promote corruption due to misuse
of funds by the officers. Therefore, we need to do a lot
to guard these funds against corruption. For example,
in Francistown, Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC)
builds a house at a cost of P90 000, but the Francistown
Council does the same job at a cost of P500 000. That
is utterly shocking. A toilet that is built at a cost of P30
000, they charge P90 000. This is ridiculous and when
you talk as the Member of Parliament, they wonder why
and I have told them that I am the boss and if they are
not in good terms with me, I will fire them. I told the
Town Clerk that they are just the treasurer, and the job
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is ours as Ward Development Committees (WDCs). I
am serious about these things and a two and half house
that does not cost much money would be subjected to
a tender. It should be like at the Botswana Housing
Corporation (BHC) and Ministry for Presidential
Affairs, Governance and Public Administration where
there are stipulated charges for labour. This will save us
from being cheated.
It is clear that Councils are too open about this. The
Serowe Tender is open for the whole country. The
Francistown Tender will be won by someone from
Gantsi to build one house. We are saying, this is against
the law. Therefore, I feel that P570 million will be
dispensed without our input.
Honourable Members, other things that I would like us
to pay attention to in the State of the Nation Address
is that, as the Government of Botswana, we have the
procedure of governing through bottom-up system by
Ward Development Committees (WDC) or through
Village Development Committees (VDCs). These
committees are very important to our democracy and
developments but when we talk about them, it is like
we are talking about labourers, but labourers are better
because at times when they knock off, they have cheques
of about P900 or P1 000.
Members of the WDC get P350 per month. As a
Government that I trust, while we are discussing the
State of the Nation Address, let us try to come up with
programmes because this is provided for in the law.
There is a Clause that says the relevant Minister can
organise a salary for them and not an allowance alone.
Therefore, I request that members of WDCs or VDCs
should have payments of about P1 500.00 to P2 000.00
every month and an allowance on top. This will help us
build our nation because when the Town Clerk calls VDC
members, they will tremble as if they are his employees.
Town Clerks work with VDCs all the time but they are
not well-paid. I request that as we go forward with the
State of the Nation Address, it should inform the budget
regarding what could be done in Botswana. Those are
things that I wish could be done because I know that
funds are there.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: Me?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.
MR MOSWAANE: A lot. As I approach my conclusion,
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I also think that as we talk about the Constituency
Community Development Fund, you should consider
increasing it to around P15 million. We started at
P10 million, at P15 million you will be untouchable
Honourable.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Members, on issues
of poverty eradication, the President made efforts to
fight poverty. Honourable Members, I am not impressed
because there are applicants who have long submitted
applications in 2012, 2013 and 2014. This is becoming
common. When the applicant comes, they will be
taken through new assessment yet they have a letter of
approval. This shows that the problem lies with us as
Government because if there are 4 000 applicants and
funding that is availed is for only 100 applicants, that
means there will be no progress.
This Parliament should determine these things because
we have a lot of money in Botswana that can be used
to buy weapons of mass destruction. Honourable
Members, these are issues that I feel we should regulate
because out of 1 million people, 750…
MINISTER
OF
AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR
RALOTSIA): Clarification. Thank you very much Mr
Speaker. I would like Honourable Moswaane to confirm
what he means by ‘weapons of mass destruction’, does
he refer to weapons that have poison just like they are
defined? Does he refer to those?
MR MOSWAANE: I watch television and I have seen
the war between Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS).
There is a flying machine that can level Government
enclave in a minute. That is mass destruction. Everyone
in the area is killed and buildings will have to be built
again. That is why I am saying, are we already in ISIS?
I think we have to stand firm to address this concern.
I do not know how to put these issues of poverty
eradication; I have travelled across the country and seen
Kgalagadi. People there are poverty stricken. When you
pray you have to ask God to provide you with water
and food. Thirdly you pray for firewood because they
are not available. People out there do not have anything
to live on. This calls for us to stand up and ensure that
this becomes a reality because if we can help people,
they will keep us in power for ever and ever. If we
cannot do that, we are in trouble. Let us consider issues
surrounding poverty and work hard on them.
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Our Government has come up with a very good strategy
called Education and Training Sector Strategic Plan
(ETSSP). This indicates that after a very long time
of bad performance, we strategized on how we can
improve education but I have come to realise that there
are no funds to run the ETSSP. This plan requires around
P36 billion. Those who know say P38 billion. I am not a
Minister but I know; P36 billion or P38 billion.
However, when I talk, I will be told I am not saying
the right things. What are we going to benefit from
spending P22 billion buying 306 Grippen before
resolving problems in the education system? If it was up
to me, regarding the state of the nation, we could not be
buying guns. Guns are not a necessity; I can just pray to
the Lord to protect us like he has been doing from way
back. We do not need Grippen bullets to protect us.
The Government has made a very astute decision by
introducing the Education Training Sector Strategic
Plan (ETSSP) which is focused on coming up with
findings on how we can solve our problems relating to
education. Unfortunately, this programme is going to
end up running short of funds because all funds will be
diverted to buying weapons of mass destruction.
I am literally talking about this issue to lobby the
Government to not forget this programme because the
educational system is doing well in our country, we have
accomplishments in primary and secondary education
but as we go up, only 30 per cent is admitted into
tertiary education. The remaining 70 per cent is left to
roam around the streets and by so doing we are inviting
poverty in to our homes, yet we cannot even take care
of the same people that we have sent to the streets
when they are old. May I encourage our Government
to make sure this programme succeeds by allocating
funds to it and stop all intentions of buying destructive
weapons because it is not a priority to buy weapons
of mass destruction. Priority is to help poor people
who are suffering at the moment. You will forgive me
Honourable members if I am offending any of you.
Once more the Government is losing a lot of funds
in education by paying private institutions. Private
institutions fees are very expensive. If I may give an
example, a course that could cost about P40 000 00
in the University of Botswana, will cost P200 000 00
tuition fees at private institutions. So, are we saying we
cannot recognise this unfair treatment? The Government
employs qualified lectures with high wages while private
ones employ temporary staff yet they charge four times
more than the Government.
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MR KGOROBA: Clarification. I like this issue of
P40.000.00 and P200 000.00 tuition fees. Is it not
prudent for the Government to run those private
institutions? That will save costs as we would still do
that at a lower cost?
MR MOSWAANE: If that was my personal money, I
would never spend it on those institutions.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Correction. Thank
you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable Member
for yielding. I want to verify to the Honourable Member
that tuition fees at the University of Botswana and the
private tertiary institutions do not differ that much like
he said. On average both the University of Botswana
and private institutions fees range between P30 000.00
and 40 000.00 per year. There is no institution that
exceeds that, prices depend on the type of course being
offered.
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you Honourable Minister,
I do not know any private institution that charges the
same prices as a Government institution in Botswana,
that would be a first.
Let me emphasise that we have a lot of health issues
that distress the nation. We need to look into health and
wellness issues carefully. The Government has built a
lot of glamourous hospitals across the country without
equipment, medication and doctors in them. However,
if you ask someone in power the current status of
medication in our country, their response is that they
are equipped with 80 per cent of medication. It never
drops to 70 per cent or increase to 90 per cent. So, let
us ensure that this does not negatively affect Batswana
as they already have grievances concerning medication.
It is very painful for a diabetic patient like me to be
told there is no medication and be sent to purchase for
themselves. After that, a report will be released stating
that P10 million worth of medication was burnt because
of having reached expiry date. We need to look into
these things considerately.
I am reminded of this important issue of land that I
want to address quickly, from way back, we had land
boards, Dikgosi and land overseers. They managed to
allocate land in three months. The Ministry of Land
Management, Water and Sanitation Services right
now…
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, wait.
Honourable Boko, yesterday everyone was listening to
you when you were presenting, no one made noise. So,
can you listen to others like they did to you.
MR MOSWAANE: I was still talking about the
department of lands, from way back to the year of 2000,
2005 and around 2010, land board, Dikgosi and land
overseers were able to allocate land to people in rural
areas, a plot in three months. I do not know what led the
Government to deprive them these powers. It is okay
to embrace new things, but I have a problem if we are
going to wait for ten years to allocate a plot that used to
take three months to be allocated. I believe nowadays
with technology used, a computer can be used to draw
lines within 10 minutes and the geographical map of that
village will be completed, then plots will be allocated. If
ever the Ministry`s delay is because they are waiting for
land to be serviced before they can allocate plots, then
the main question here is how did Batswana survive
120 years back without services. The Government is
delaying people to start building their structures, yet
she is not helping with building loans. Applications are
no longer received, with the response of saying she is
still waiting for funds, which I believe are going to be
available in the next twenty years. Let us give Dikgosi
powers to allocate land to speed up the process of land
allocation. Even open spaces around the villages take
five years to be filled, so let us correct this thing.
MINISTER OF LAND MANAGEMENT, WATER
AND SANITATION SERVICES (MR MAELE):
Clarification. Mr Speaker I seek your indulgence to
correct something that Honourable Moswaane was
saying, because it might be captured like that in the
Hansard. There is nowhere in Botswana where Dikgosi
were allowed to allocate plots up to 2005. The Tribal
Land Act was made in 1968, later on in 1970 land boards
were formed and that was it in terms of allocation of
land by Bogosi. Another thing is that the Land policy
that was made by Honourable Moswaane and the team
in 2015 has explained that we should try to allocate
people serviced land, because it becomes difficult for
them to develop it if there are no services. Today he has
changed to say we should go back to the old system of
allocating people land without services. How are we
going to know where developments of the villages will
be positioned? Serviced land comes along with planning
of all developments in a village. The problem here is
that in the old days, one could just use feet to divide
land. Thank you Mr Speaker.
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MR MOSWAANE: Honourable Maele I do get you my
brother. I have a problem if I am not allowed to disagree
with what I see not working. I agreed to this during our
discussion Honourable Maele but I think we are going
to delay Batswana if we continue with this system
because when you do land allocation via a computer,
you can be able to place the shops in the plan but
when you compare the two, people who are operating
computers take longer than if the plots are just allocated
manually. It is a problem Minister. I have changed my
mind Minister I no longer support that policy because
Batswana are putting pressure on me.
Let me talk about the public service; Honourable
Members I would like to applaud public servants for
their patience and due diligence towards their work. I
would like to applaud them because they were able to
withstand difficulties. We have to ensure that we address
the issues of the public service. Honourable Molale is
the one responsible for them and I know that he is one
hard working individual. He was okay when he was a
mere public servant, we said to him “you have become
our spokesperson whether you are right or wrong.”
Mr Speaker, you will find that most public servants are
employed on temporary basis for over 10 years or so or
maybe up to 10 000 officers and that is wrong it shows
that there are vacancies, we are simply enjoying cheap
labour. Let us review it because they are losing a lot of
benefits. Currently the Police would employ a Special
Constable and 10 years later that Special constable
would still not be employed permanently. Who can be
employed and after 10 years still be expected to pass the
physical examination? Can we review and amend this
issue? If you were on temporary position as a Special
Constable for two years, from there you have to be
confirmed, no interview because you have passed the
first stage, so I am calling out this Act because it is not
good.
I would also like to talk about the issue of Immigration.
We have Batswana who are born here but when they
try to renew Omang, they are informed that they are
Zimbabweans. When they investigate, their fathers are
Batswana they do not know anyone from Zimbabwe
or South Africa. These issues need to be addressed Mr
Speaker. Let us make an open window to give them
citizenship because they have passed that period to
renounce, there are so many of them so let us amend.
In Francistown I am constantly writing affidavits stating
that the person in question does not know anyone from
Zimbabwe. As I speak now, one is detained at the
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Centre for Illegal Immigrants because he refused to
denounce insisting that he is a Motswana but was told
to go and pack. These are some of the things we need to
rectify Honourable Members.
In conclusion Honourable Members, our government
should address poverty eradication, health, education,
public service and the mining sector so that we can
move forward. Right now these are a huge concern. We
should find any gap and even re-evaluate our priorities
and expenditures for example, is it really necessary
for the Government to pay P200 million for a machine
Honourable Members, we could have invested this
money elsewhere like building a district hospital at
Francistown for P200 million. That is why I am saying,
we have to re-evaluate.
I am not even going to mention the money spent at the
Ministry of Defence, that can complete all projects at
North East. The people of Francistown have a dam that
is full of water yet they can go for weeks without water.
At Tshesebe and Ramokgwebana they do not have water
but the dam is full.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOSWAANE: It does not need any clarification
sir. At Marapong and Sebina they do not have water
and Water Utilities is to blame not you. Honourable
Members…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification please
Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: I refused to yield for the Minister,
do you really think I can yield for you now?
In conclusion Mr Speaker, we should seriously address
this water situation. Honourable Shaw Kgathi was
asking what I was saying. I was saying; I pray that the
gripens should not be bought for you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: Yes, I heard about the sponsorship
from World Bank and the other sources. I am just
complaining so that it can be on record, I was sent. So
Honourable Members, we should assess this carefully
and set our priorities right, what are our priorities as a
nation?
Lastly I would like to thank President Khama one last
time for being the President for ten years. He was a
leader who was able to make decisions. In the past we
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had leaders who were unable to make decisions. I will
remember President Khama for introducing poverty
eradication and directly dealing with the challenges
faced by Batswana. He set out the house to house visit
so that he can understand challenges faced by Batswana
first hand for the government to take action. Batswana
liked this initiative so they will question who I am if I do
not applaud him for that.
So Honourable Members, I would like to bid the
President farewell with these words so that as he retires
to Mosu leaving State House for the retired presidents ,
he should do so in peace. He should continue with some
of the projects in peace and live a happy life. I also hope
that his successor will continue working hard and know
that times have changed, we need new technologies in
order to live better lives. The fact is he is going to find
Batswana angry because of poverty and unemployment
so he should address these issues and make them a
priority. Students from University of Botswana should
not find themselves working through the Government
Voluntary Scheme (GVS) where they earn P500.00, this
is little we could be doing more to assist them. Thank
you Mr Speaker.
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): Thank
you Mr Speaker for giving me the opportunity to also
stand in this House to comment on the State of the
Nation Address delivered by the President a few days
back.
I would like to first start by indicating that in my
preparation to come here, I consulted with my
constituents so that when I listen to the President’s
speech, I would know their challenges. Some of the
issues they raised is that the beef market in our country
should be improved. They have also shown concern
about the Foot and Mouth Disease that seems to be
originating from our neighbouring country Zimbabwe;
they wanted to know how far the Government is with
addressing the matter.
They also talked about the elephants that are causing a
huge destruction at their farms and boreholes and they
hoped this will be one of the issues that the President
will address in his speech. They talked about the roads
that were destroyed by the floods caused by cyclone
Dineo, unemployment of the youth and education.
Tutume residents are still awaiting a hospital to be built
in their village. They have shown concern about the
justice system and are hoping that the President will
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say something regarding the matter. They talked about
shortage of water and accommodation for civil servants
which ends up making transfer very difficult.
Lastly, they said there are some Headmen of Arbitration
who help in certain matters that contributes to smooth
running of this country but they are not being paid. I
am proud to say that the President’s State of the Nation
Address covered all these issues and a lot more. We
have to remember that these kind of issues cannot be
covered in a day; they are a process; this is why in our
Botswana Democratic Party manifesto in 2014, we have
stated that indeed we have developed the country but the
journey continues. I thank the President for updating us
on how far we have come and how far the Government
of Botswana wishes to go under his Government or
whoever that will succeed him. I like how every time he
comes to this House to address the nation, he fears God
and shows respect for former leaders who are no longer
with us. We observed a moment of silence for the late
former President Mr Masire, Mr Kebatlamang Morake
as well as Honourable Bathobakae.
As the Government of this country, we need to be
accountable in this House and focus on matters that
will develop this nation and we also have to appreciate
what we have managed to achieve so far. We need to
familiarise the nation with the laws that we are making
in Parliament so that they do not find themselves in
challenging situations that they could have easily
avoided or resolved if they understood the constitution
of this country.
At paragraph 20, the President talks about the Economic
Diversification Drive (EDD); this is a new programme
that he started and have proved to be successful in
improving the lives of Batswana. Programmes like the
Youth Development Fund (YDF), Poverty Eradication
as well as the Women Economic Empowerment
Programme have also benefited through the Economic
Diversification Drive (EDD) which was brought about
by the Botswana Democratic Party under the leadership
of President Khama. We are hoping to continue using this
programme to better the lives of Batswana. Paragraph
25 talks about investment promotion; this House has
amended the immigration regulations for permits in
2010 by extending them to five years instead of three
for work permits and ten years for investor’s permits.
This is because President Khama valued the importance
of investors to the economy of Botswana.
We recently also changed the Immigration law as
regards to permanent residence permits; an investor
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does not need to have lived in Botswana for five years
before being given permanent residency. This is so that
they can easily get financing from the banks without any
hustle because they would have been granted permission
to stay for a while in this country. The intention would
be to enable them to open businesses that would be able
to employ Batswana, and in the process improving the
economy of Botswana. Last time we amended an Act
to say committees referred to as Immigrant Selection
Boards should be specific. We should be thankful for
the fact that Members of Parliament were in one accord
on this one; we agreed to it. Since October, we have
seen committees that are sector specific. Therefore, they
will be focusing on how the applications will go about.
All this is happening under the leadership of President
Khama.
Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) – we have to
thank the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) because
when we were gathered in Mogoditshane we started by
saying “as we are dressed in red in our massive numbers,
we are the ones who constitute the Government of this
country. Therefore, we need to instruct this Government
and tell her what she is supposed to do for Batswana. We
came up with a resolution saying “As the Government
of the BDP (Domkrag) let there be a programme which
will address issues of development, lack of jobs which
has been prevalent particularly after the economic
downturn. We appreciate what the President said “the
ESP will be available.” We should be very grateful
for this, it happened for the first time ever, under the
leadership of President Khama; the BDP Government
which is progressive. It has leaders who keep coming
up with new programmes which are meant to take
Batswana forward. It was not so long ago.
The President pointed out in his speech that through this
programme, we have already managed to employ more
than 20 000 people and also through this programme,
there are projects which will be carried out; the
expectation is that the numbers of people who will be
employed will escalate. These are things we should be
grateful for.
With regard to infrastructure, the President has pointed
out projects which have been ongoing and those which
will be done in the future. In my constituency which
has been trailing behind in terms of developments,
people are excited that developments will finally come
because we are hoping that a hospital which will have
about 70 beds will be built as soon as possible. We are
also expecting a police station in Maitengwe whose
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ground breaking was done just recently. We are hoping
the station would be built as soon as possible and be
completed on time; as well as other projects which were
done like the Mmathubudukwane Police Station and
Semolale.
What someone can say is that through ESP and a
Government led by president Khama, he said these
projects should be given to Batswana contractors only.
Just look at the President of Botswana who knows what
should come first! Batswana first! Therefore, what one
can request is for Batswana contractors to not embarrass
us. Those Batswana who are given projects to work on,
with so much love from their Government should not
embarrass us…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Batshu, someone
has gone out and I do not know who it is. Quorum
Honourable Kablay. Order! Please continue Honourable
Batshu.
MR BATSHU: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was still
appealing to Batswana contractors to not let us down.
They should complete their projects well on time and
within budget; they should also employ other Batswana
and treat them well so that projects would be done and
completed to make way for others like the Tutume
Police station which we are anticipating.
With regard to Agriculture and Food Security, I would
like to thank the Government for having come up
with the Integrated Support Programme for Arable
Agricultural Development (ISPAAD) programme. This
ISPAAD programme has benefited us a lot. What I can
say briefly is that officials in the Ministry of Agriculture
should dialogue with the department of wildlife with
regard to the animals which devour crops in the fields
resulting in hindering Batswana. You will recall that
during Sir Ketumile Masire’s funeral, it sounded as if
the President was merely joking when he said I should
go to Zimbabwe and dialogue with President Mugabe
concerning elephants. That is a sign that I was really
concerned and I still am. The expectation is that the
wildlife department should go and do their best as the
President said; they should be assisted with various
equipment so that crops planted by Batswana will be
protected.
We have to be grateful for the Livestock Management
and Infrastructure Development (LIMID) programme.
This LIMID programme has assisted a lot of people. We
can see women looking after livestock these days. Some
young people have large numbers of small stock and
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they are now able to assist themselves and others. These
are things which should be encouraged and carried
forward.
We should guide those who are given these funds as
to which businesses they can venture into which can
yield results sooner and assist in the improvement of
our economy. At the moment, we are talking about the
rearing of pigs; pork is loved so much and in the coming
years our country could export pork to other countries.
They have to be assisted with various strategies and
funded to be able to keep pigs.
They should rear sheep as well. The sheep population
in our country is very low but mutton is also a
preferred choice of meat. That is why we have come
up with a programme as the BDP Government which is
progressive, to look in to these ideas.
I have already mentioned that as Members of Parliament,
we should teach people about the laws which exist in our
country. As the Ministry of Immigration, Nationality
and Gender Affairs, we are a new ministry which was
established just recently on the 1st of October 2016. The
bulk of our work is to put to work the Acts that would
have been passed by this Parliament.
The first Act is the Citizenship Act. It was made by
this Parliament. Batswana should be sensitized about
this Act by us as Members of Parliament. There should
not be emergency issues whereby others would be said
to have forgotten to renounce because it is also our
responsibility to teach Batswana about some of these
things. If this Act somewhat disadvantages us, we should
speak out so that it could be amended accordingly.
One of the Acts we are implementing is the registration
of deaths and births which dictates that within 60 days
after a child has been born, they should be registered.
If a person passes on, their death should be registered
within 30 days. Batswana should be aware of these
things; getting them from us who have an opportunity
of sitting in this Parliament.
The other Act we are implementing is the National
Registration Act which says if a child is sixteen, they
have to apply for Omang before 30 days’ elapse. This is
one of the Acts which we are applying over and above the
Non-Governmental Organisation Policy of 2015 which
was also passed in this Parliament. It was proposed by
the Government which is led by Dr Khama, as a way
of ensuring that there are procedures which include all
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Batswana and bidding them to align themselves with
developments.
One of the responsibilities we are faced with is the
National Policy on Gender and Development. The
Policy was also passed in this Parliament, under the
leadership of His Excellency, President Khama and his
Cabinet. This was a way of addressing gender issues.
As it is, we have the National Gender Commission
which will advise the government as we go along.
Another thing which one may need to highlight is that
we should remind the nation that all Policies and Acts
enacted in the Ministry of Nationality, Immigration and
Gender Affairs are supposed to be done in a transparent
manner. We have declarations which call for all persons
to always stay truthful to what we say so that we do not
have to be in trouble in the long run. Let us take full
responsibility as custodians of the law, or those who are
tasked with gazetting the law and ensure that the nation
knows these laws.
Transport; Page 3 of the Speech, we are grateful that
after the challenges that the Botswana Railways went
through, the passenger train was re-launched. One
could not help but wonder, given all the accidents and
the number of buses, what could have happened if the
train was not re-introduced. We should be thankful for
the government for having found it fit to prioritise on
re- launching the passenger train. I am also grateful
that we are going to see the number of locomotives
being bought, this is one thing that we should take as
a development under the leadership of His Excellency
President Khama.
I cannot talk about the passenger train and leave out the
rate at which cars are being bought in the country. In
1996 in Botswana we had registered 52 359 vehicles.
This was a relatively low number of vehicles registered.
As it is now, we have registered 697 425 vehicles. This
is a clear indication that we are experiencing a lot of
traffic in our roads. We have to applaud the Botswana
Police Service for always controlling traffic during
peak hours. We have to advice the government on going
forward in terms of coming up with programmes that
will address this situation. This cannot go on for good.
We have seen other countries addressing traffic
congestion. In other countries, some of which I once
benchmarked from, they have specific days where only
particular number plates would take the road, the other
day it would be even numbers so that they control the
traffic congestion. This is what is happening in other
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countries. There should be a way of controlling traffic.
What I think we should look at as a contingency plan
for now is the introduction of the rail cars, we once had
them and they did not travel for long distances. These
rail cars should be re-introduced and increased. We
could have those rail cars picking people from Pilane
and dropping them off in Gaborone, for example. We
should also have those kind of taxis transporting people
from various areas to Gaborone. Botswana railways
should have this initiative and try to help lessen the
traffic congestion.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR BATSHU: We should also have railway lines in
areas such as Thamaga, Molepolole and Tlokweng so
that we could have these rail taxis transporting people.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Clarification. Thank you
Honourable Member. Recently I passed by the Nkange
Constituency and the constituents were happy with
the fact that they were told that their area will receive
a police station and tarred roads. Does the Honourable
Member mean that under the leadership of His
Excellency President Khama, these developments could
be underrated, like I heard? Could that person have that
decency to tell the constituents that?
MR BATSHU: Thank you Honourable Member. Let
me tell you this; in every field there are those who
talk too much but most of the time these people have
no value really. These things happen, we should not
be derailed by this. For those of us who are on the job,
we should carry on and ignore the noise coming from
outside. One Honourable Member was saying that they
could create 100 000 employment opportunities, and I
just told myself that it is one of things we should expect.
Health and Wellness. I am grateful for the progress
made. We are still hopeful that we will get hospitals
in the Tutume, Makuta and Goshwe areas so that our
health improves. The government has made great
progress in health facilitates because developments do
not come in a day. I remember something when the
Assistant Minister of Health and Wellness talked about
men not being health conscious. I even consulted the
death registry, do you know that deaths are registered in
my Ministry? I realised that most of the dead were men
over women…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
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MR BATSHU: When we look at the population, women
make a large part of the population over men. It then
becomes a concern that men die more than women…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR BATSHU: Therefore, I remembered a man calling
for other men to be health cautious in some of the
aspects.
Ipelegeng: this initiative is being dismissed and people
are saying that His Excellency the President did not have
a clear vision regarding this. Mr Speaker, let me tell you
that my constituents are enrolled in the programme and
most of them are elderly and cannot seek enrolment when
there is a call for the construction of a police station for
example. They enjoy the programmes established by the
President. What concerns me…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR BATSHU: Denied. What concerns me is the
unemployment rate. It is not right for the youth to
be enrolled in the Ipelegeng programme. In my
constituency, they still deem it appropriate. Some of
those people have retired and may not have anywhere to
work except in the Ipelegeng programme.
Ten million Constituency Fund; this is one of the
initiatives created under the leadership of His Excellency
the President of the Republic. We in turn distributed
the funds accordingly and Mr Speaker, as we speak,
the electrification of Dagwi village is near completion
and by December it will be complete. We called for
the increment of electrical transformers at Matobo
village and the project is also near completion and the
expectation is that by December the project would be
complete and then we can move on to other things.
These were developments that took place under the
Government of President Khama who is not supposed
to be ridiculed the way he is being ridiculed.
I must commend my colleagues more especially
Honourable Moswaane who understands that the
Women’s Grant had challenges considering that it
was a grant as applicants came in large numbers that
overwhelmed the funds. Now those were the challenges
mentioned by the responsible President when he said, as
the Government, they would like to assist women and
since funds are never enough, allocated funds did not
manage to cover all applications, some are still pending.
That is what the Government is asking Batswana to
understand. Maybe as Members of Parliament, when
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we debate the budget for programmes such as Women
Economic Empowerment Programme, we should
request for funds increment. We hope that funding
will be resumed as soon as funds are available. At the
ministry we are reviewing this programme on whether
to make it into a revolving fund where the funds they
pay back will be used to assist others.

MR BATSHU: NESC. We used to have a programme
which promotes setting aside of funds to assist …

The President mentioned issues of water. I was in
Parliament when we passed a Bill that allows us to take
up a loan of P1.5 billion, from World Bank to connect
water. Now Honourable Members …

MR BATSHU: Lovely! Thank you so much. You can
see that it is a programme which has assisted a number
of Batswana to connect electricity in their homes as
shown in paragraph number 235. This was done under
the leadership of the Government led by President
Khama who has been criticized even by those who got
assistance through this programme.

MINISTER OF LAND MANAGEMENT, WATER
AND SANITATION SERVICES (MR MAELE):
Correction. Let me assist Honourable Member, it is
not P1.5 billion, it is 1.5 billion US Dollars because the
amount becomes small when you say P1.5 billion. So, I
wanted us to be clear on that.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible) …
MR MAELE: Sorry!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MAELE: No! No!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR BATSHU: Thank you. I was correct my colleague,
because you normally say it is P1.5 billion.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Maele is the one who is
wrong.
MR BATSHU: … (Laughter!) …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR BATSHU: P1.5 billion. Thank you my colleague.
We commend such an arrangement since the whole
country is decrying shortage or lack of water, my
constituency included. When I looked at your budget,
it seems Tutume has been given a larger share. My
request therefore is that, water distribution should go
as far as Nkange area from Ntimbale, to Semitwe and
Ramokgwebana so that we may also drink potable
water. We have waited, we will continue to wait because
your Government under President Khama can never lie
to people.
Something that one can appreciate concerning electricity
is National Electricity …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR BATSHU: National Electricity Supply Connection.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.

Batswana should be grateful that the Government is
considering reviewing the programme in order to cater
for connection of households beyond the current 500
metres limit. On behalf of my constituents, we are
grateful. This is an indication of development which
has been carried out under the leadership of President
Khama.
I was very happy to hear the President speaking on
Bogosi and he said his Government will do everything
in its power to ensure that the 665 Magosi who were not
paid will now be paid. Like I said earlier, it is one of the
news I received in my constituency.
I will be wrong not to commend the past, current and
future public servants of this country. No government
can function without the public service. Since
Independence, this 51 years of Independence has been
brought about by the efficiency of our civil servants.
Some have retired, we must thank them, the likes of
General Mokgware, these people have worked hard.
Congratulations Honourable Member.
So we have to encourage the current civil service to
continue working hard. The previous workers worked
well even though their salaries were very low. Paragraph
57, I thank the Police for the good job they are doing. I
must also indicate that I am proud to have worked for
the Botswana Police for more than 37 years.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR BATSHU: Before you were born. The good job
of protecting Batswana was done by the Police; I
am thankful for that. I also implore them to continue
working hard. However, I am worried about the justice
system; suspects are arrested but cases are not tried.
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Honourable Kgathi, you should be serious and ensure
that all stakeholders in the justice system be it the police,
prosecutors, judges and Magosi come together and try
cases so that culprits can be punished and maybe they
can refrain from committing offences. After stealing
cattle from Batswana, they are then given bail and it
takes a long time before their cases are tried. We should
also ensure that the Industrial Court also hastens to deal
with cases of workers.
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Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 5:59 p.m. until
Friday 10th November, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.

Lastly, I thank the President for having led us so well.
They labelled and tormented him in all ways they could,
saying he dishes soup to the people, but he is taking care
of the people. They also said he is always sitting around
old women, but that is what he chose to do. They went
on to say he is the blanket donor, and indeed he gave
people blankets and saved them from the colds unlike
others who say when they come into power, they will
leave people to suffer. Our President is a true leader who
does not just stay in the State House, most of the time
he is not in the State House but out there serving his
nation whereas Presidents of other countries choose to
stay in their State Houses.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Murmurs) …
MR BATSHU: I would also request that he goes
around the country so that people can thank him, bid
him farewell and ignore those who oppose everything.
We should thank him for that and wish him well. I also
welcome Honourable Masisi who will be assuming the
Presidency seat in April. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, let me thank you
for this opportunity …
MR SPEAKER: Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): Thank
you Mr Speaker. As that concludes the business of the
day for this Honourable House, I move that this House
do now adjourn.
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