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THE ASSEMBLY met at 9:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S REMARKS
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): May you
kindly take your seats. We need one more member.
…Silence…
Order! Order! Honourable Members. Five minutes
passed while we were waiting for those who were
delayed by the rain; I am happy that they have arrived.
I take it that those who have not yet arrived are on their
way. Let us start the business of today, we have two
Ministers’ questions. The first question is by Honourable
Dr P. Butale, he is not here yet but I believe he is on the
way. We shall continue with the question by Honourable
Maj. Gen. Pius Mokgware, since they are two, I shall
divide this 45 minutes.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND TOURISM
THEME: THE INTERPRETATION AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF SECTIONS 80, 46 AND
47 OF THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND
NATIONAL PARKS ACT AND THE WAY IT
AFFECTS THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE KILLED
BY WILDLIFE AND THOSE WHOSE CROPS
AND LIVESTOCK HAVE BEEN DESTROYED
BY WILDLIFE.
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANE–
MMANKGODI): Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, I would like you to explain to me how many
people have been killed by wildlife in the past three
years and what kind of animals were they? Further
explain what action you took as Government for people
who lost their lives? If some of them were breadwinners
in their families, what are you doing right now about
those they left behind, the orphans? On the same breath,
I would like you to tell me how many people were
injured by wildlife in the past three years and what
assistance they have been given? Moreover, I would
like to know what kind of animals claim the lives of
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Batswana? I would also like you to elaborate further on
the kind of injuries that they sustained. I would really be
grateful if you could do that.
I would also like you to tell me the number of people
who have not yet been compensated after wildlife
destroyed either their crops at the fields or ate their
livestock. How much are they owed in total? Is there a
way you can ensure that these people are paid as soon
as possible? Still on the issue of compensation, does the
Government have any plan to review the compensation
of those whose crops have been destroyed by wildlife?
If there is such a plan, when will it be put into effect and
after how long?
I also want to know the number of public servants in the
ministry of wildlife whose lives have been endangered
by wildlife and what they did about it? If there are some
who killed those wild animals, was any action taken
against them? If so, what kind of action was taken?
Thank you Minister.
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND TOURISM
(MR T. S. KHAMA): Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Mokgware for the question. Looking at
the question Mr Speaker, I think it would be appropriate
if I answer the question and then the questions posed by
the Honourable Member. Referring to Sections 80, 46
and 47 Mr Speaker, the Wildlife Conservation National
Parks Act give rights to individuals to defend their
property and life respectively against wildlife causing
damage or threatening to cause damage.
Section 80 gives right to wildlife officers to destroy wild
animals under certain circumstances as well as pursuing
injured wildlife which they consider to be dangerous
into private property with or without permission of the
owner.
Government introduced ex-gratia payment for loss of
human life due to attack by wildlife (CAP 38:01) of
1992 effected 1st July, 2015.
The
above
notwithstanding,
we
discourage
indiscriminate killing of wildlife. Thank you Mr
Speaker.
Mr Speaker, to answer the Honourable Member’s
questions, to date we have had nine (9) deaths of people
due to wildlife. Generally, the animals responsible for
this may in some situations be elephants, lions and
buffalos as well. We have a problem and in fact, I
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appreciate the Honourable Member’s question because
I am going to put it to this House, that I am going to ask
this House for assistance to do the right things for people
who have been affected or had their lives shortened by
wildlife.
Mr Speaker, four (4) years ago, we put in our budget
for compensation, roughly an amount of about P10
million. I could be wrong by a million here or there.
We did not get the budget. This past financial year, we
had put in our request for about P10 to P12 million,
we were only given four (4). We do not have money
to pay for compensation. The Minister of Agricultural
Development and Food Security announced yesterday, I
believe, that they have had 143 farmers whose properties
have been damaged due to wildlife. Most of them have
not been compensated. These nine (9) who have died,
have also not been compensated. The issue here Mr
Speaker is that, my Ministry requested P10 million last
year to pay compensation. We were given P4 million.
This year we have requested P12 million, we were given
P6 million, 2017/2018. It is unacceptable. Mr Speaker,
it is totally unacceptable. If we are going to honour our
obligation to pay as we have said we will pay, we need
to be resourced adequately to pay.
The other questions the Honourable Member has
asked are inconsequential because I cannot honour my
obligations but they are exceptionally important. These
questions would not be asked if I had the resources to
pay on compensation.
We have requested the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development to review our request on
compensation. As I have declared a few moments ago,
our request of P12 million has been given a generous P6
million. What am I going to tell the public? Am I going
to tell them that I am failing to compensate them? It is
unacceptable. So I am going to ask the House that when
the supplementaries come to back me up. Please support
me! All of you because, in any constituency you have,
there is somebody who is affected, who needs to be paid
compensation. It is a given and I think it is a travesty that
we make up a pronouncement in a situation like that and
the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
takes it upon themselves to cut our resource, in the
essence of saying that we are cross-cutting across the
board, while they are cross-cutting the board means that
we lost lives and we have to compensate those lives,
then I am afraid. Honourable Member, I do not know
how I can answer the rest of your questions because

2
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even if I wanted to, I do not have the resources to do the
right thing. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, there is no
supplementary, you just take the floor and ask a question.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank Honourable
Minister. But can you just explain why the elephants
which killed the people, one in Rakops and one in
Mababe were not put off as it is supposed to be the case?
Why were they not killed since they killed people?
Secondly, just last year, you had an air show which
costed about P6 million, that is what we hear or we read
about it in the newspapers, that an air show was costing
about P6 million. Would you think that that P6 million
would have been better if you could have compensated
those people with that money?
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker and
Honourable Member. The issue on the elephant that
killed that person at Rakops is regrettable. Why was
it not killed, quite honestly, the notice was brought
to me that this incident had happened and I did speak
to Wildlife about the actual elephant and by the time
the information had come back, it was an issue of the
elephant responsible could not positively be identified
when that information came back to me.
Let me add something. Before I get to the air show, last
week the Department of Wildlife and National Parks
(DWNP) could not mobilise because Central Transport
Organisation (CTO) had stopped our fuel account
because we owe them. I went to the Ministry of Finance
and Economic Development to request for funds and
they advised that I should present supplementaries. Can
you wait for supplementaries if some people have been
attacked by wild animals? You see, this is the challenge.
You have given me the floor to speak, let me speak sir.
This is the challenge that if we are going to be proactive,
we need to be proactive.
The issue of the air show Mr Speaker, that budget was
from the Botswana Tourism Organisation (BTO) and
once BTO had got their subvention, it is very unlikely
that any part of that subvention will come back to the
ministry for those responsibilities under the DWNP.
Thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I do understand
the fact raised by the Honourable Minister that the
Ministry does not have enough funds. But since it
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appears so many people, dating as far back 2014 have
not been compensated, is the supplementary budget
going to cover all of them for all the damage caused by
animals?
Secondly, is it not time for the Minister to consider
passing the compensation policy which outlines
compensation guidelines? Thank you.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No, wait Honourable Moremi.
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker. The issue of
the supplementary funding; if we get the supplementary
funding requested in this session of Parliament, we will
be able to cover everything that is owed from the past.
The compensation Policy for people that have lost
their lives, it does not need a policy. The regulation is
straight forward. When a person has lost their life, they
are compensated, Finish! That is what it is. We do not
need a policy on that. The problem is we do not have the
resources to pay. Thank you.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I just wanted
to ask the Minister that, with an International Airport,
one of the two in the country and the aircrafts aviation
culture in Maun, would it not be logistically more
appropriate to have an air show in Maun rather than in
Rasesa? It would be very much easier, cheaper and more
appropriate for it to be held in Maun
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Tawana for the question. What we have
done with the air show Kgosi Tawana is that, we started
off looking at where the most participants would come
from and after discussing with them, they had indicated
that Gaborone has the air show to start off, at Matsieng
for example, is the sort of the area they would like to
operate from. We have indicated however, that it is
likely that it would move around the country. So let us
say that it is not setting conflict that it will only be held
in Gaborone. Thank you Sir.
MR MMOLOTSI: Honourable Minister, I am
concerned about the people who have not been
compensated, some of those who were killed by
elephants were breadwinners in their families.
Honourable Minister should your Ministry not treat
these issues urgently because some of these people
were breadwinners and their demise meant that, their
families have nothing to sustain themselves with. This
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could be the same as if one of us is not paid for two
to four months, how is he/she expected to survive. So
I was saying, have you not considered that, some of
these people were breadwinners and by not paying them
urgently means that the lives of their families will be in
danger?
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Member. Honourable Member, exgratia payment for the person who has lost his/her
life is P50 000 and there are certain categories under
which you qualify. The contribution towards funeral is
P20 000.
We thought that was manageable with what we had as
a budget. I must say that if we are to debate the value
of a life, we would never leave this Parliament, ever. It
is ex gratia and it is what we felt we would have in our
Compensation Vote. As I have told you, we have not
been able to do that because the vote is so small and we
are hamstrung by payments from the past. We are still
trying to catch up with what we owe. Thank you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I hear what you are
saying Minister in terms of resources, but I think lives
are valuable. I am rather concerned about the elephants
which were not put down after killing people. It is
stipulated in the Act that, in the case where an animal
goes out and kills an individual, it should be put down.
I am concerned because in this case, it seems we value
wildlife more than people.
The issue of no money, I am not satisfied with it. I
thought maybe you should have by now come up with
some sort of mechanism to cater for this particular issue.
We are talking about people who do not even have a
meal and I think you know those people. I mean the
sort of situations they live in those areas. They live
miserable lives.
I think you should have come up with something like
a Motor Vehicle Accident (MVA) Fund, whereby there
would be a certain fund which will actually pay all these
people. You would not be coming to Government from
time to time because you are making money out of this
wildlife. What is your plan now? Are you intending to
come up with some sort of a mechanism and not depend
on the budget? You should depend on something like an
MVA scheme.
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Mokgware. You are echoing my sentiments
because I went to the Ministry of Finance and told them
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that we should not compensate from the budget, rather
we should ask an insurance company. The compensation
funds we get from budget could instead be used to pay
an insurance company which can in turn pay people
with claims of damage caused by wildlife. That is what
we are proposing and that is a motivational paper that
will be written if it is not written by this time already.
You are on track Honourable Member. Thank you.
MR KHAN: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, are you considering culling elephants? There
are just too many, why should we give emphasis on
elephants over the people in the area? Why should we
have loss of life? I do not see the reason why we should
be compensating. If we reduce the numbers, we would
be able to have a better life for people in that area.
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank
you Honourable Khan. As I would be explaining very
quickly, the population of elephants as articulated by
Statistics Botswana in 2012 was 210 000. Elephants
Without Borders, they were counting around 2013/2014
and achieved a number of about 150 to 160 000. This
shows a reduction of plus/minus 40 000 over that
given period of time. However, a lot of these animals
are migratory. We do not know where they specifically
come from when they are in Botswana. If we are going
to cull, we would not know if we are culling our herd or
we are culling another country’s herd. Our own national
herd should be our challenge.
However, I am pleased to announce Mr Speaker at this
stage that, the Department of Wildlife and National
Parks has just entered into an arrangement with a
Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that have
got a solution for managing elephants which has been
successfully used in other countries, which would
be starting in the next week or two. We would keep
updating you on that development. Thank you sir.
MR MOREMI: Since elephants do not have an
identification of where they are from, what are we going
to do because their number is overpowering the carrying
capacity? From the studies carried out, do you ever
have second opinions or benchmark research which are
parallel, or you take one opinion only?
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Member. No, we do not take one opinion
only. There are two (2) or three (3) organisations who
we are in discussions with. I think we came to the final
decision that the way in which we manage elephants,
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what we have been doing in the past, actually needs to
be reviewed. As I said, we are hopeful.
We went to an NGO because they are financed and it is a
big NGO. They would be working with the Department
of Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP). We hope that
we would be able to see a definite change in a way we
manage elephants in Botswana Honourable Member.
Thank you.
MINISTER OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT,
SPORT AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT
THEME: YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT VERSUS
THE HEAVY INVESTMENT IN YOUTH
EMPOWERMENT IN THE PAST TWO
FINANCIAL YEARS; VALUE FOR MONEY; ARE
THE YOUTH MORE ENTREPRENEURIAL AND
PLAYING A MORE MEANINGFUL ROLE IN
THE ECONOMY
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you so much Mr Speaker. I apologise for coming a bit
late. This question as it is, I think it is self-explanatory.
It seeks to engage the Minister on a journey to try and
find out. I want the Minister to help the House with the
extent in terms of figures of the investment on youth
empowerment. We have a plethora of programmes
that have been earmarked for the young people. One
example is the P2 million apparently available to every
constituency which most of us would bear testimony
to the fact that it is almost impossible to know where
this money is and how our young people can access it.
I put a timeframe there to say, in the last two financial
years how much in terms of quantum was put to youth
empowerment? I want the Minister to help us understand
whether there is any value for money? I have always
said in this House that I do not want us to report and
tell us that 3 000 young people were taken on a training.
I want the Minister to help us to report at an outcome
level and tell us whether the youth are becoming more
entrepreneurial? He can tell us whether there are any
figures that demonstrate an increase in terms of youth
participation in our economy and such related matters. I
want the Minister also in answering this question, to help
me understand whether his ministry has gone through a
process of reflection to look back and see whether the
programmes that you have started are working or not?
Why I am saying this is because you start programmes,
when you feel these programmes are not working, I
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do not know what informs it, you then drop them, and
then you start another one. I think that has really cost
this economy a lot of money. I want to know if for
example you have a boot camp, then all of a sudden you
discontinue it. Do you discontinue it because somebody
has come to your office to say it is not working, or you
discontinue it because you have evaluated it over time
and you have a report that you can share with this House
to say…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Butale you are to supposed
to lay the foundation but now you are debating.
DR P. BUTALE: Yes I wanted to drive my point across
because our levels of understanding differ, sometimes it
calls for a further elaboration so that we are all on the
same page. My question is, do you stop just because
you can or there is empirical evidence to support that?
I think when you look back; you would realize that
there is a trail of spending that is not consistent with the
outcome and output.
MINISTER OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT,
SPORT AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT (MR
MZWINILA): Thank you Honourable Speaker. In
answering the Honourable Member, I would just want
to outline some of the issues and try to answer him
directly some of the issues in direction of our Ministry.
In essence, we as a Ministry, I understand that young
people constitute the majority of the citizens of this
country, and they remain amongst the most vulnerable
to challenges not always of their own making.
To this end, every year we have set aside P120 million
to support youth entrepreneurship through the Youth
Development Fund (YDF). Part of this P120 million
is not directly given to young people, but it is used in
business development, support services for youth. Our
aim as a Ministry is to have every business we support
being successful and creating sustainable jobs.
From the past two financial years; as the Honourable
Member has asked for information about the past two
financial years, the Government has funded a total of
2 124 projects at a total cost of P215 930 878 35, (two
hundred and fifteen million Pula, nine hundred and thirty,
eight hundred and seventy eight and thirty-five Thebe).
From this investment, a total of 2 920 jobs were created.
This is a demonstration of increased participation by
youth in matters of the economy. For the 2014/2015
financial year, we funded 1 092 projects, the investment
was P108 900 000, and we created 1 305 jobs. For the
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financial year 2015/2016 we funded 1 032 projects to
the amount of P107 30 000. Thus with the combined
expenditure of P215 930 878. 35 we were able to create
2 920 jobs. This therefore translates to around P73 948
for the creation of a single sustainable job.
It is worth noting that in many families the youths are
first generation entrepreneurs, hence in the broader
scheme of our development as a nation, we will face
challenges and have to respond in robust manners to
develop entrepreneurs.
Despite this rather challenging environment within
which we do business, we have had a relatively good
number of businesses being able to operate. We have
conducted a study of businesses funded under the YDF
since inception in the 2009/2010 to 2014/2015 financial
years. We conducted the study among 3756 businesses,
and we found that out of the total number of 5 600 which
were funded, we managed to get information for our
study from 3 756. Thus the survival rate of our funded
businesses is 83 per cent. Of this, 3756 operational
businesses, the study established 38 per cent were
breaking even, 20 per cent were making a profit, while
42 per cent needed support to break even. While this is
commendable, we certainly want those breaking even to
make a profit, and those yet to break even to eventually
do so hence our continuous effort at this improvement.
It is for this reason that we have decided to offer
market access support to youth owned businesses.
The Government came up with interventions such as
procurement reservations for youth owned businesses,
youth business expos to show case their products and
services which are beginning to bear fruits. We appeal
to the Honourable House and other community leaders
to play a part in nurturing young entrepreneurs. Youth
face challenges such as high rentals, lack of operational
spaces and competition at the markets. The challenges
may have negative impact on the growth of their
businesses. It is for this reason that we need support
from all stakeholders to realize higher returns on our
investment on youth as a nation. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR KHAN: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, I am not very comfortable with your response
on amount of jobs being created and amount of money,
because if you recall well in 2015 in the State of the
Nation Address by His Excellency the President, he was
talking about the Citizen Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA), similarly he gave us statistics like you
just did. He said we spent P8.5 billion supporting 5 500
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projects and created 48 000 jobs, but then he does not
continue to say how many of those projects failed and
how many jobs remain? We all know here that many of
those projects were in the matter between; they failed
because there was no support system from the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) Government
The same applies with your Ministry, with the Youth
Development Fund, you are giving us statistics now,
they look all rosy, you are talking about P215 million
spent, 2 124 projects and creating 2 920 jobs. It does
not mean anything, you go back; I can put my life on
the line to challenge you Honourable Minister and say,
there are so many projects from there, if not 50 per cent
of those projects, have failed. In my area alone, youths
are crying because their projects have failed. They have
failed because there is no proper monitoring system,
because you do not really care. You cannot come here
and talk to us Honourable Makgato telling us, “make
things seem rosy,” and out there the reality is different,
people are suffering. We are talking about people’s lives.
So, we cannot be sitting here and be calm. I cannot be
calm for one, I have been sent by the people to represent
them, I am here for the nation, and so we should all be.
I am asking you Honourable Minister, why do you not
tell the truth and tell us how many of these projects have
failed?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Speaker.
Honourable Khan, I understand your sentiments, but
I am speaking from facts and statistics. I have said
before, maybe the Honourable Member did not hear, we
conducted the study.
You said that you can bet your life on different statistics,
I think that you must come with your own study. We
have conducted a national study of the YDF, and as I
mention in the national study, the sample size of the
national study was 3 756 businesses, and out of these,
we found that 38 per cent were breaking even, 20 per
cent were making profit, while 42 per cent need the
support to break even. Now that is the statistics and the
analytical empirical information we have.
From the inception of the programme in 2009, a total
of 12 089 jobs have been created and that is what our
study found. The issue of youth employment or getting
the exact number of youths which are employed is
not necessarily completely under the purview of this
Ministry. Let me explain why. Different ministries have
different initiatives to create employment for our youth.
We are now talking about our flagship programme in our
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Ministry which is the Youth Development Fund (YDF)
but other youths are funded and supported through Young
Farmers Fund, others are funded and supported through
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA),
others are funded and supported through National
Development Bank (NDB), others through Botswana
Development Corporation (BDC), others through the
Women Economic Empowerment Programme, others
through private banks and others from their own
individual resources; thus the Youth Development Fund
(YDF) is a fraction of the national response to creating
employment for the youth. What we are saying is that
since the figure of 12 089 is a fraction, the true figure is
a multiple of 12 089. We are reporting on the empirical
evidence or analysis we have done as a Ministry for our
flagship programme. I thank you.
MR GAOLATHE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Minister, a follow up question from last year; I do not
understand why you continue to fund this so called
fund through the recurrent budget. I would like to know
whether you intend to mothball it into a proper fund that
would assist you establish in the long term whether it is
sustainable or not.
The second question is, given that you have conducted
the study, I would like to know from your study, what
is the estimated net present value of this initiative since
inception?
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Member.
I think that the issue of why we fund it through the
recurrent as I tried to explain last time, the programmes
are not usually funded under recurrent. Projects are
usually funded under development. This is a programme
and usually most programmes are funded under the
recurrent expenditure and not necessarily under the
development expenditure.
Your second question Honourable Member about the
estimated net present value, at the present moment
I cannot give an answer on that one. That one would
require some further analysis but we can do it and we
will provide it to you next week Honourable Member.
Thank you.
MR BOKO: Thank you very much. Assistant
Minister, you indicate that what you are speaking on is
predominantly what falls within the four walls if you
will of your Ministry and that it is but a fraction as you
say of the interventions that are targeting the youth.
As I understand, your Ministry is the focal point when
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it comes to youth matters and so you should be in a
position, should you not, to tell us the total effect of any
intervention regardless of where it may be housed that
targets the youth so that you can then be in a position to
respond to the substance of the question that requires
you to tell us the value for money not just of a fraction
of interventions but of the totality of interventions that
target the youth. That is the first thing.
The second is and it flows from what you have said, it
seems that you folks and by that I mean your Government
in its entirety, is operating in silos. You in your Ministry
are dealing with the young people’s fund; somebody
elsewhere is dealing with some other intervention that
deals with the youth and all these operations that you do
not seem to have data on and yet you should be the focal
Ministry in relation to young people.
The last is you tell us numbers, this is how much you have
spent, this is the number of people that you have assisted,
can you give us a sense of how many people actually
need assistance so that we can see proportionately to
the number of young people that desperately need to be
assisted. How many are you assisting? Can you tell us
how many young people out there, you said they are
the majority of the population, how many of them are
in desperate need of this assistance and how many have
you assisted. Thank you very much.
MR MZWINILA: Thank you Honourable Boko. In
terms of your first point, I think that as you point out, this
Ministry is the focal point for all youth empowerment
initiatives and we should be in a position to assess the
national value or the cumulative national value of all
the intervention projects targeted by the youth. I agree
with you but Honourable Boko that type of exercise
would require tremendous amount of resources. Let me
explain to you what I am saying, YDF just as flagship
programme, us as a Ministry had to commission a
study and expand a lot of resources to get the data on
our flagship programme. So as I said I tried to point out
earlier on that there are different partners because you
must understand that empowerment is not just about
job creation. Empowerment has job creation, character
building and it has skills development and retooling
the youth. Out of these 3 components, each sector has
its own drivers, its own stakeholders. In terms of job
creation the stakeholders are us, YDF, Young Farmers
Fund, CEDA, NDB, BDC, Women’s Economic
Empowerment Programme, the private banks but in
terms of skills development there are other partners.
There is the Ministry of Basic Education, Ministry of
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Tertiary Education, Research, Science and Technology,
Ministry of Investment, Trade and Industry and also in
terms of the other aspect of empowerment which is in
ensuring that there is social safety net there are still other
partners involved such as the Ministry of Presidential
Affairs, Governance and Public Administration, Ministry
of Agricultural Development and Food Security and
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development.
It is a Government wide initiative, so to come up with a
national analysis of the impact would be an exercise that
I agree is necessary but will be extremely taxing in terms
of the resources which should be required but as I have
said and the Honourable Member pointed out, we in our
Ministry are conducting one of the flagship programmes
which in itself is just a fraction of the overall response.
I heed your advice Honourable Boko that we may be
operating in silos as the Government whereby there
are different partners and different stakeholders doing
different things and we are working on the consolidation
and the coming together of all the different partners to
have collective and coordinated response.
In terms of your last point, how many youth actually
need the services? The analysis we did, I will just do
the analysis for the last two financial years and the
number of applications we received for the 2014/2015
financial year was 2 010. The number approved was 1
092, the number funded was 1 092 which means that
out of those which were approved we funded all of
them. In the 2015/2016 financial year 1349 applications
were received, 1032 were approved, 1032 were funded.
So, out of the approved we funded all of the approved
projects. Now I do not know how we can analyse whether
we are actually reaching everybody, but one estimate is
to see whether out of all the approved projects do we
actually fund all of them. At this present moment we do.
I thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of procedure
Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Questions time has ended, so
we are continuing with today’s order paper.
MR MOREMI: On a point of procedure Mr Speaker.
My procedure Mr Speaker is to ask that you indulge this
House. It is a very critical matter that is being attended
to today, the Minister is talking about estimates.
Honourable Boko, was of the view that the baseline
study is to inform approach from …
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Moremi.
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MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker I was therefore thinking
that we could…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, no.
MR MOREMI: Maybe you should allow me to finish
Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No, you are out of order.
MR MOREMI: You are only denying me those rights
because you are putting on that head gear.
MR SPEAKER: You are out of order. Order! You are
out of order. When I make a ruling that the question
time has ended, I mean we are continuing with the order
paper. You cannot force me to go back. You can leave
Honourable Member.

REVIEW OF LEGISLATION THAT
BARS ALLOCATION OF LAND TO
BENEFICIARIES OF DECEASED
APPLICANTS
Motion
(Resumed Debate)
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, the debate on
this motion is resuming. The time left for the debate of
this motion is 1 hour 45 minutes. I am informed that
when the House adjourned on Friday 9th December
2016, Honourable Moyo Guma was on the floor and he
was left with eight (8) minutes. Honourable Guma is not
in the House. The floor is open.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you very much Mr Speaker. I would like to stand very
proud to support this motion because the people of
Gaborone Central that I represent, when I told them
about this motion, they were very happy to hear that this
Parliament is indeed considering something that will
assist them.
We all agree that on average a Motswana waits for 20
years in line for a plot. What the mover of the motion
is simply asking for is that those who are unfortunate to
die while they are waiting their children should be given
the opportunity to inherit those applications.
This motion is innocuous, it is agreed upon on both
sides of the aisle, I think in the interest of productivity,
because I do not think there is anybody who is against
this motion because if you are against this motion you
are against the interests of those that brought you to
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Parliament, you are against public interest. I would like
as a result Mr Speaker with your indulgence to move
that the question be put and the motion be duly adopted,
because it will put this Parliament in a very good light. I
do move Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable Members,
Honourable Butale has moved using Standing Order
55.1. I encourage you Honourable Members to bring
them with you to work so that you quote the relevant
Standing Order whenever you want to invoke it.
So far five people have debated including Honourable
Butale. When I opened the floor for the debates he was
the only one who was standing and that showed that
others are not interested. I am therefore not going to
force you to debate.
Question put and agreed to
MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me take this opportunity to
thank Honourable Members who have contributed to this
debate for their support. I believe that the adoption of
this motion will assist young people who are wallowing
in poverty, young people who are left without any plots
to stay in, because their parents died while they were
still waiting for their plots.
I wish to thank almost everybody because I think
this motion even when I was interacting with my
constituents, aroused a lot of interest. I believe that it
will assist our young people, it will assist Batswana and
we all know as I said when I was presenting this motion
that a lot of people die while they are still waiting for
plots and this is because it takes a long time, in cities,
like Francistown it takes over twenty-three (23) years
for people to be allocated plots. Therefore some of them
end up dying while waiting for those plots and their
families end up suffering.
I wish Mr Speaker, having thanked all to move that this
motion be adopted. I move accordingly Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Mmolotsi.
Question put and agreed to.

INTRODUCTION OF DUAL
CITIZENSHIP IN BOTSWANA
Motion
MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you very much Mr Speaker for once again giving
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me this opportunity to present a motion that a lot of
people have been talking about. A motion that has been
triggered by what is happening in our country where
a lot of our people, like those who were born outside
the country have had to renounce citizenships of those
countries just because of our law. I wish to acknowledge
the fact that the Minister has tabled a Bill and when I
was going through it, I realised that it is quite deficient
in that it is very restrictive, and therefore, I believe
in the form that it is coming to this House, it would
not be very helpful to the people that we represent.
After acknowledging the efforts of course made by
the Minister; I believe that I should proceed with this
particular motion because I think as people continue to
debate this motion, it will assist the Minister to beef up
his Bill and it will also assist in making sure that the law
that ultimately comes out is the law that is going to be
helpful to our people. Having said that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification!
MR MMOLOTSI: You will clarify later, let me lay
a foundation, I do not know what you are seeking to
clarify.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: How will I support you
when I do not understand?
MR MMOLOTSI: You will support me, let me lay a
foundation.
MR SPEAKER: Order! There are no bilaterals in this
House.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, thank you very much Mr
Speaker. Over the years, and up until around the end
of the 20th century, the idea of dual citizenship was
disregarded by many states as it served to pose a threat
to the world order. State power was associated with
control of resources, both physical and human, hence
the disapproval of the status, but with time, the world
has now become a global village with globalisation
taking centre stage in recent years. Many progressive
nations have aligned their values and processes to
embrace dual citizenship and this is evidenced by an
explosion in the number of individuals holding dual or
plural citizenship globally. Like any other development
Mr Speaker, multiple or dual citizenship has its ups
and downs depending on which angle one looks at it.
Some countries claim that the growing tolerance of
dual citizenship signals the weakening of territorial or
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state sovereignty and the emergence of security related
transnational issues. Of equal measure, Mr Speaker,
those that are pro-dual citizenship argue that it serves
to increase their sovereignty, particularly as it relates
to among others; promoting national interest abroad
through expatriates.
Notwithstanding the divergent views on the subject, the
opposition to dual citizenship or the inevitable growing
toleration of non-monogamous state citizen relationship
should not be interpreted as a normative justification for
or against any position that may be taken on the subject.
Let me Mr Speaker, talk about the possible benefits of
dual citizenship as I see them. The benefits as a result of
dual citizenship by countries of origin are too numerous
to mention. At the top is increased economic transfers
from migration leading to a boost to tourism, foreign
investment and improvement to the property market.
Countries such as Belgium, Hungary, Ireland, Panama
and the Republic of South Africa, found it economically
sound to allow dual citizenship. They do so to harness the
energy and financial resources of their geographically
dispensed citizenry. Acceptance and legalisation of
dual citizenship was one way such countries ensured
that they would continue to benefit from their citizens
whose mobility had reached unprecedented levels. Most
scholars Mr Speaker, have argued that such countries
mostly control the largest share of global wealth
and most, promote citizens liberties and democracy.
Economically, allowing dual citizenship transforms a
portion of the services allowing the individual to broaden
their financial horizons through the expansion of their
investment activities and the heightened privacy that it
may allow. A good second passport gives you Visa free
access to more countries than you had before. Paraguay
for example, is one of the easiest countries in the world
to obtain a second passport from. A passport from
that country lets you travel Visa free to 123 countries,
including most of Latin America and much of Europe.
Possible disadvantages of dual citizenship to the
individual; well, limited assistance abroad. As a dual
citizen, you are bound by the laws of two (2) countries
and either has the right to enforce its laws on you. If
you commit a crime or you are accused of committing
a crime, determining under which country’s laws you
should be prosecuted can be complicated. That is
something that is a disadvantage. If you are abroad,
the other country may hinder the other Government’s
efforts to help you. Your options for assistance may be
limited or even non-existent. Many of the rights and
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responsibilities of the second or third citizenship held,
may lead to a clear conflict of interests. It may mean
voting in another country’s elections, running for office
or even serving in the armed forces of a potentially
hostile country.

two countries. Not only that Mr Speaker, a lot of people
went to school overseas and when they were there, they
happen to have children and those children for example,
those who were born in the State of course were citizens
of the United States until they renounced.

Double Taxation

We are facing a situation in Botswana where employment
is a problem, there are very few or no job opportunities
at all therefore if these young people had not renounced
their American citizenship, they would have gone back
to America to look for job opportunities. Now because
they had to renounce, they are here unemployed and
wallowing in poverty. That is why I think one of the
reason why we need to allow dual citizenship in this
country is because our economy is constricting.
Constricted as it is, we are facing a situation where our
young people are unemployed and if they had a second
home, if they had a second country, they will go to that
country and look for employment. I believe that this is
something that we cannot deny, this is something that
we know will make life easier for our young people.
Not only that, you can imagine if I was a citizen of
the United States or if I was a citizen of Botswana and
Norway, if I am getting to a very serious situation of
sickness that for example Botswana is unable to deal
with, I will easily go to the States, I will easily go to my
second country where I will get proper treatment where
I will be able to survive.

A financial drawback of dual citizenship is the potential
for double taxation. A situation which you owe income
taxes to two (2) countries. Countries impose taxes on
their citizens for income and anywhere in the world. So
if you are a dual citizen living abroad, you may owe
taxes to two (2) countries. That is another disadvantage.
Security Clearance
Depending on your career path, dual citizenship can
be a disadvantage. For example, if you are seeking a
position with the United States of America (USA)
Government or access to classified information, having
dual citizenship prevents you from gaining the security
clearance you need to work in these fields. Those born
into dual citizenship may encounter fewer problems
than those who actively sought it out.
Mr Speaker, let me also corroborate what I have just said
with the experience that I have from the constituency
that I represent. There is a law in this country as we
know, that compels young people to renounce their
citizenship when they reach the age of 21. A good
number of people in my constituency or in the northern
part of Botswana were born out of a Motswana and a
Zimbabwean, Honourable Batshu will be a testimony
to that. Therefore, a good number of young people are
facing serious problems when they reach the age of 21
because now their Identity Cards are confiscated by
the authorities until such time that they have actually
renounced the citizenship of the country they do not
want to be citizens of. This has resulted in these young
people losing jobs that they found with difficulty, it has
led to young people’s lives being disorganised, it has led
to young people now drowning in poverty as a result
of this. That is why I am saying that dual citizenship
I believe, will be a solution to the problems that these
young people are experiencing because they did not
make a choice to be born by people from two different
countries. I believe that if we allow for dual citizenship,
these young people will be free to be citizens of
Zimbabwe and to be citizens of Botswana.
For those who have parents from South Africa, England
or elsewhere, they will also be free to be citizens of those

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MMOLOTSI: No, no, no, we know Honourable
Venson-Moitoi that a lot of you that side have benefited
a lot from treatment from other countries. I think you
should appreciate that we all know that and we will
want to also benefit but this time as citizens of those
countries. It will help Botswana a lot …
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI): On
a point of clarification. It is not quite clear, is he alluding
that some of us this side get special treatment from other
countries as if the Government does not have a proper
programme in place to send people to other countries
for treatment.
MR MMOLOTSI: I know that the Government has
been trying a lot to take people across the borders for
treatment but we know that there are certain diseases
and conditions that the Ministry of Health and Wellness
in unable to assist people with. You know Honourable
Molefhi that we often appeal for assistance from well-
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wishers to assist people to go for treatment in other
countries like India and South Africa for diseases
such as kidney failure sir because the Ministry of
Health and Wellness is unable to help those people as
such conditions are said to be very expensive to treat.
Therefore, I am saying if I had my second home and I
was suffering from that condition, I will go to a country
that will be able to assist me because Botswana is unable
to do that. It will not cost Government, it will save a lot
for the Government because now it would treat those
that do not have a second home.
Having said that Mr Speaker, I need to conclude and
say as countries become amenable to the concept of
dual citizen and globalisation take centre stage; many
countries have accepted and allowed dual citizenship.
MR MOREMI: On a point of elucidation. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Whilst on that point Honourable Mmolotsi,
firstly Debswana should treat HIV. Sometimes
Honourable Mogae is praised for coming up with certain
interventions but Debswana’ s model was simple that if
you keep people alive above the population base of two
million it is better in the long term if they are alive rather
than the Government’s model that if the Government
does not have money to treat people you die, that is very
short term, it is not sustainable, we are all going to end
up dead.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member have you heard
that we are discussing dual citizenship?
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker, I was adding on
Honourable Mmolotsi’s argument that it is better to get
treatment.
MR SPEAKER: It is okay Honourable.
MR MMOLOTSI: I think Honourable Moremi is very
spot-on Mr Speaker on that one. When I was still a
teacher Mr Speaker, I had a colleague who taught Art
and Design. This lady went to school in Australia. When
she got there she found some greener pastures and
decided to stay in Australia and ultimately she was given
citizenship. Now for her to come to Botswana, she needs
a Visa to come to her own country and you can imagine
the number of young people who are overseas today
with those countries’ citizenship. They are there, they
could be benefiting the country but we are not allowing
them because we are saying our law says you cannot be
a citizen of two countries. We are missing on the good
that these people could be bringing to our country. They
could be investing here, bringing money and actually be
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helping a lot in the development of Botswana, but since
they got citizenship of those countries, we decided to
terminate their Botswana citizenship. Then look what
is happening, other countries are enjoying the fruits of
your Government. Your Government took this people
to school; we are not benefiting anything from them
because we do not want to allow dual citizenship. That
is why I am saying, if we really want to be progressive
as Botswana, we must encompass and we must
accommodate this system so that our people can benefit.
There has been great benefit economically, socially and
politically, reaped by countries and individuals from this
status and Botswana just like any other country which
has embraced dual citizenship will likely also benefit
from it. This of course does not mean that as a country,
Botswana should not consider issues that are neither
beneficial to the country nor normatively compelling.
Honourable Makgalemele, if you still want clarification,
I am more than willing to give it to you sir at this point.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, stop soliciting.
Just because you are running out of content and still
have remaining time does not mean you should….
MR MMOLOTSI: No, no, I am not running out of
content; I could see that he is unhappy with me. So I
want him on board so that we can…
MR SPEAKER: I said there is no bilateral.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification
Mr Speaker. Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you
Honourable Mmolotsi. You have earlier on said that
you saw the Bill that Honourable Batshu has tabled in
the notice papers concerning this particular matter that
you have just raised and you have also observed that
there are certain things missing from them. My question
is; usually when a Bill is tabled before us, we beef it
up; why do you not wait for that moment so that you
can suggest ideas that will strengthen it? That is the
question that I wanted to ask you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you very much Honourable
Makgalemele. It is a very good question and I think I
have already answered that when I said that it is very
important for Honourable Members to be given an
opportunity to open up, debate this motion, so that as
they debate, they come up with points that could actually
assist to beef up this Bill. I do not think there is anything
wrong with MPs giving the Honourable Minister ideas
of how we can improve this Bill and I believe that, it is
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quite good that the Bill is here while we are debating this
motion, because I think this would be the best Bill ever
when we finally agree to it. We would have opened up
and said a lot about what we feel about dual citizenship
and therefore it will help us to come up with one of the
best Bills Botswana has ever come up with.
MR MOREMI: Procedure. Mr Speaker, I am standing
on procedure due to our Standing Orders. There is an ongoing style of curtailing the debate due to a consensus. If
Honourable Makgalemele tells Honourable Mmolotsi to
wait for the debate, if he is later not given the opportunity
to debate and Honourable Makgato curtails the debate, it
means that whatever that Honourable Mmolotsi wanted
to say becomes futile. Due to Mr Speaker and Madam
Speaker incompetence in their work, it has frequently
happened to me that they curtail the debate while we
still have points that we need to raise. Honourable
Makgalemele’ s point is invalid and should be thrown
in the dumpsite while he waits for Honourable Batshu
to table the Bill. He is on the floor and he has the right
and entitlement as a member to represent the people
that he is here for. Mr Speaker, learn your job and stop
misleading us.
MR SPEAKER: Order! There is no procedure in what
he has just said, Honourable Moremi you are walking in
a darkness of cluelessness. There is nothing wrong with
what has been said and what Honourable Makgalemele
has suggested. It is a very straight forward matter. I
will forgive you Honourable Moremi but when you get
home you must read the book of Proverbs Chapter 27,
Verse 3; it will answer you. Honourable Mmolotsi, have
you finished?
MR MMOLOTSI: Mr Speaker, assuming that the
Honourable Members have absorbed the bone and
marrow of my deliberations; I wish to pause and move
that we adopt this motion.
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): Thank
you Mr Speaker. I wish to put on record that when
Honourable Mmolotsi noticed this motion last year,
I did inform him that Government was way ahead in
terms of coming up with a Bill that would attempt to
review our Citizenship Act with a view to introduce dual
citizenship but in a restricted way for some reason.
The reason why I approached him was that, he should
perhaps wait until I do present the Bill and when that
Bill is on the floor of Parliament, he would have an
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opportunity and many others to give their input and
finally to propose additions and amendments. Indeed
I have stood by my word, on the 7th of this month, I
tabled the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (No. 1
of 2017). Indeed from the object of the Bill, the dual
citizenship we are considering through this amendment
is restrictive. Restrictive in that it answers some of the
issues that he has raised. Situations like where a child
is born and the parents at the time of the birth one is
a Motswana and another is a foreigner, who were then
forced before they reached 21 to renounce one of the
citizenships. The intention being that at least we should
stop that and make sure that with the approval of this
Bill, that dual citizenship should be maintained.
There was also a burning platform whereby our citizens
who got married to certain countries have had to lose
their citizenship and when they come to visit, they are
required to apply for Visa and we felt as Government
that was not good enough. So I want to indicate that yes,
indeed the amendment that I have tabled is restrictive.
I also want to indicate that as Government, we have
prioritised it to be discussed during this sitting, the first
week of April because of its urgency. I also want to put
it to this House that members will have the opportunity
to propose amendments and additions. So my feeling
was that, we should allow this Bill to be discussed and
stop this motion in order for us to be productive, move
onto other motions so that we are productive. This one
is already coming in April, in this sitting.
MR MOREMI: Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I just wanted to ask Honourable Batshu that when he
talks about “an attempt to address the issue of dual
citizenship” also talking about restrictions which are
contained in the Bill which he has put before the House,
it seems he wants to pre-empt Honourable Mmolotsi to
share his thoughts with us; is it fair? This is the issue
concerning the “spotlight.” You want to be seen under
the “spotlight” that you are the ones who came with the
Bill, and now you are saying, “let us restrict him from
presenting what he has, his thoughts.” It is very unfair
Honourable Batshu; allow us to debate as we so wish.
MR BATSHU: Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you
Honourable Moremi.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Are you not going to allow him to
respond first?
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: No!
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of order. Mr Speaker, thank
you very much. I am getting a little bit concerned that
this House is out of order. I have been away; I was in
Geneva, so I have observed that it seems Honourable
Tawana has changed the ambience of this House, he is
doing as he pleases and no one is calling him to order. I
mean, is that the norm?
MR SPEAKER: Order! I do not why you are being
emotional Honourable Makgato. I gave a response to
Honourable Moremi when he said Madam Speaker and
I are failing, that we should learn how to do our job. I
asked him to go and read the book of Proverbs Chapter
27 verse 3; that is the answer I gave him, it will address
him.
MR BATSHU: Honourable Moremi sought clarification
from me on a number of issues here. He said I have
said we have attempted to address some of the issues
that Honourable Mmolotsi has raised. Yes, I said so, and
coming up with a Bill before Parliament is a Bill which
at the end of the day will be amended, additions and all.
So, at least we have provided a window through which
we can improve whatever it is necessarily.
You have also sought clarification on why the
restrictiveness and so on. Indeed when I present this
Bill, I will give reasons why we are approaching it that
way. I will go out to convince or attempt to convince this
House how we have looked at the whole thing, why we
do not want to go ahead with a holistic dual citizenship,
but that does not mean that at the end of the debate, the
Bill will come up the way it has been presented. It is this
House which will then determine what the final product
is going to be.
MS MAKGATO: Elucidation. Thank you very much
Honourable colleague. I have been following your
response to Honourable Mmolotsi, and I needed to
understand a couple of things. You have already tabled
a Bill that deals with dual citizenship, you have engaged
Honourable Member on his intention to put a Motion
that basically talks about the same thing, and the norm
in this House Mr Speaker as we all know, if you have
suggestions or something that you want to change in a
Bill taking into account what Honourable Mmolotsi said
that there are certain areas that he wants to enhance and
prove on the Bill, there is room for that in terms of how
we debate our Bills, and he can suggest changes on a
Bill that is already on the floor. So, what I am failing

NTRODUCTION OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP IN
BOTSWANA -Motion

to understand now is why we are having two parallel
processes when we have got a Bill that deals with the
subject matter presented by Honourable Mmolotsi,
and in terms of our provisions he can put forward his
suggestions to enhance the Bill as he wishes and then
we can debate. So, maybe you should clarify to me,
maybe there is something that I am missing.
MR BATSHU: That was exactly my debate. That
instead of this Honourable House wasting time in
debating the Motion, we should defer the Motion so that
the Bill when it is presented and debated during the first
week….
MR SPEAKER: There is a procedure by Honourable
Keorapetse.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, I just wanted you to assist us here,
because at the core of this debate is Parliament and the
Executive. There is nothing that precludes Parliament
from initiating an issue as Honourable Mmolotsi
has initiated a debate and prompting a resolution
by Parliament to resolve ‘that this House requests
Government to introduce dual citizenship in Botswana
as a resolution of Parliament.’ On the other hand, the
Executive can initiate by way of legislation. It is an
executive initiative, it is a welcome development if the
House adopts it, and it will adopt it. There is nothing
wrong with Parliament initiating an issue and making a
pronouncement on the issue. It is in line with the notion
of even separation of powers.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR KEORAPETSE: No I am not debating. Just as
much as…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR KEORAPETSE: Just as much as the United
Nation (UN) General Assembly can take a resolution,
UN Security Council can also take a resolution on a
single issue, but at the end of the day both are the United
Nations. So, I do not think Members of Parliament should
be restricted from initiating things simply because the
Executive has or will initiate something. I think we are
properly debating this matter, and we should be allowed
to debate this matter, notwithstanding that Minister will
come with the Bill.
MR SPEAKER: Order!
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further elucidation.
MR SPEAKER: No, you are using up the time allotted
for the debate. I do not understand where the confusion
is coming from. If there was anything which barred this
kind of debate to continue, we could have long stopped
it. Now since you are debating the Motion, the Bill will
also come, so feel free to debate. We would have long
truncated the debate, so feel free to debate this Motion
and stop thinking about the Executive and Parliament.
Debate the Motion as captioned.
MR BATSHU: Honourable Member, I had actually
highlighted that we have to be productive as a Parliament.
This is where I am coming from. If the matter is already
before Parliament, why double debate it? At the end of
the day, it is this House which has to decide whether
they go with what I am saying or they go with what the
Member has proposed. I am not ruling, and therefore …
MR SPEAKER: There is point of order Honourable
Batshu.
MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, you
have made a ruling on this issue that we should continue
with the debate. It seems Honourable Batshu is taking
us aback; it seems as if you did not say anything from
the Chair.
Let me relay this reminder Mr Speaker, we are still at
a standstill concerning a Motion by Honourable Joy
Phumaphi which talked about declaration of assets.
It was removed from the floor of this House by Ms
Motsumi saying she was still going to bake…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Saying there was a Bill.
MR MOREMI: Saying there was a Bill. Even up to
now; it has been fifteen (15) years after that fact. So, as a
matter of principle Mr Speaker, you have already made a
ruling, but those on the other side of the isle are the ones
rising to try to stop this debate saying, “we are going to
bring a Bill” and then eventually it will not come; and
maybe when Honourable Batshu presents the Bill, Mr
Speaker then does not give Honourable Mmolotsi who
has pertinent positions on the issue a chance to debate,
the debate is then curtailed. That would not be fair to this
House. We would not have the opportunity of imbibing
in the input by Honourable Mmolotsi. He has already
shown his position, then you maybe keep him out of
the game by not giving him a chance to debate knowing
how strong his case is on the issue. So Honourable
Speaker, I wanted to say please stick to the position you
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have taken and let us debate. Honourable Batshu should
not take us back to the position he was at before you
made your ruling, because you had made a ruling.
MR SPEAKER: If you were not interrupting
Honourable Batshu, I believe he could have finished his
12 minutes time for the debate. Let Honourable Batshu
debate, he is debating as per my request.
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): Thank
you Mr Speaker. I was almost drawing to the conclusion
of what I wanted to present before this House. That is
again to summarise, I informed the Honourable Member
that I was going to come up with a Bill. The promise is
fulfilled, the Bill is before us and I am telling this House
that Government has decided to accept my request to
prioritise this Bill for debate during this sitting. An
opportunity is going to be available for us to be able to
discuss this thing, make amendments, and improve and
instead of delaying a decision on this Bill…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of clarification.
Honourable Batshu, I want to know what harm will be
done if we continue with this debate. I mean what is the
problem with continuing to debate on the motion and
agree on it, what damage can be done?
MR BATSHU: I was saying we should be a productive
Parliament. If something is already there and is going
to be debated on, why should we carry on with the
debate if the Bill is not going to be passed today? The
Bill is going to be brought to this House and we will
pass it. That is why I was proposing Mr Speaker, that
Honourable Members should really move along the
lines of being productive and making sure that we defer
his motion so that we can discuss the Bill in its fullness
during this sitting.
MR KESUPILE: On a point of clarification. Thank you
Mr Speaker. I wanted to say to Honourable Batshu that
he should realise that the very same words he is using
when he says ‘we should be seen to be productive’, we
are actually demonstrating that we want to be productive.
This Motion paves way and instructs this Bill you are
bringing to be passed and implemented. So it is right for
us to discuss the motion. Thank you.
MR BATSHU: I had already outlined our position and
I want to stop there. Thank you.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): Thank
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you Mr Speaker. I wanted to also debate on the issue
at hand. Two Honourable Members have raised this
issue. Honourable Mmolotsi and Honourable Batshu.
They are talking about how some Batswana and citizens
who have the right to Botswana citizenship should be
allowed to have dual citizenship. Honourable Batshu
says he has been discussing with Honourable Mmolotsi,
it seems…
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of correction. I want
to make a correction on the statement that Honourable
Batshu and I have been discussing. We have not
discussed anything. Honourable Batshu called me
saying “you have a motion, but one day I shall bring
it as a Bill” then I said, it is okay my elder, we will
continue together.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, that is fine then if that
is the case. I will now speak freely to you. What is
happening now is that, we are in politics; the issue
is who brought these good words to Batswana. For a
member to discuss with the other to say I am amending
this here, because the law here has been registered by
Honourable Batshu, I want Batswana to know that on
the 27th January, a law which allows for dual citizenship
was registered. Honourable Mmolotsi knows about this
law. It was discussed by Cabinet last year November, we
wrote and spoke about it. These things are known. So...
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order Mr Speaker. I
wanted to say maybe you should bring Madam Minister
to order because this motion comes from far back.
Together with one by Honourable Keorapetse about
multiple citizenship. You are talking about November,
this motion was never discussed because Honourable
Moswaane noticed a lot of motions, and this motion
comes from far back. Therefore, it is not a November
issue like you are implying, we have long noticed it.
This issue is not political it is about human lives.
MR SPEAKER: Order! No, he stood on a point of
order, so I have to make a ruling. Sir, I am not debating
with you, so do not lure me into your debate. My duty
is to permit you to speak. If you do not agree with what
she is saying, one of you will stand up to respond. Just
leave me out of it.
MR MOREMI: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
this is an old issue, it has been there since the time
when Honourable Merafhe used to sit next to where
Honourable Moitoi is sitting. He was imputing improper
motives then on Honourable Saleshando to say, there is
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a fight for the spotlight. Right now Honourable Moitoi
is also imputing improper motives when she says “this
is now politicised.” Honourable Mmolotsi’s motive is
the resolution of this House, there is nothing improper
about that one. I need your ruling Mr Speaker on
imputing improper motives.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Let me remind you of
something Honourable Members. It does not mean that
when you say point of order and we stop that green
watch down there, time stops. This motion has been
allotted three hours, that watch on the top continues to
count. So when you say point of order or procedure,
time is consumed. Wait, debate as many as you can.
Honourable, I am not making any ruling here, there is
no imputing anything. Debate.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: Nobody in this house holds a
contrary view to this motion because Batswana want this
motion. I want to address the sequencing that is done by
Honourable Mmolotsi. When a Bill goes to Cabinet in
November, it would have long started circulating in the
beginning of the year, going for drafting and somewhere
else. It does not mean that when it is discussed in
November, it would have arrived the previous day.
I will repeat the spotlight issue, we are all politicians, we
survive because of the spotlight. I am not a child. I am
not imputing improper motives, we all survive because
of the spotlight. Spotlight is a politician’s life. I have to
say it because we are all aware of it.
Therefore, the issue of dual citizenship was once
discussed in this House during the last sitting where
Members across the aisle felt that dual citizenship
fuels corruption, some felt that we want to support dual
citizenship because we want to gain and benefit by
getting the funds from Botswana to the likes of England.
Some Members said those words and I may not divulge
their names. I do believe that politics help some people
a lot, and it actually helps for one to lose elections so
that people would appreciate the importance of dual
citizenship. I appreciate the fact that we proposed a
similar initiative the other day and you thought that we
were only looking at our side only. We meant for this to
be for a good cause. We were saying the same thing as
Honourable Mmolotsi is saying…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: For our children to have
better lives, to have a better health opportunity and
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better lives in the event things do not go as planned in
the mother land.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR DAVIDS: On a point or order. Mr Speaker I am
rising on a point of order, I think in all fairness …
MR SPEAKER: Why are you sitting down Honourable
Member? I am the one who gives the floor to a Member
seeking a point of procedure. There are no bilaterals
here…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: I knew you were bound to
react when I hit you where it hurts most.
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MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker.
May I kindly request that Honourable Moitoi withdraws
a statement she made earlier on bulls, we do not have
bulls in Parliament, we got only Honourable Members
of Parliament, unless we have such in Parliament then
she can proceed with that phrase. I would like to request
that you as the Speaker, also withdraw the statement
which you implored Honourable Tawana to go and read
Proverbs chapter 27, Verse 3 because that is not what
the Honourable Member could be told to go and read, it
is very defamatory and again it shows disrespect on the
part of the Honourable Member. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order!
MR MOREMI: Point of order Mr Speaker.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MR SPEAKER: No.

DR VENSON-MOITOI: I knew you would react.

MR MOREMI: I am very angry, very angry. Point of
order, defamation Mr Speaker…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: To whom are you
referring to as a bull?
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I had
thought that you will advise the Honourable Member
that we have not at any point debated this issue in
Parliament. Honourable Moitoi is misleading this
House, this motion or Bill has never been discussed in
Parliament and therefore I do not know where it was
mentioned that people will take government money
to England. Maybe you were discussing that at the
Botswana Democratic Party Caucus, and not here.

MR SPEAKER: No, just wait Honourable Moremi.
MR MOREMI: You are conflicted, you are an interested
party on this matter.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moremi, just hold it
there and we shall address this after you have read that
chapter on Monday. But as for the proverb which was
used in the House, that is a proverb and it is not in any
case directed to anyone in this House, it is not an insult,
let us accord Honourable Moitoi the remaining time to
conclude.

MR SPEAKER: Order! I had said that you should
not include me in your debate. Honourable Member, I
was not born here and I was not even raised here, this
Parliament has been in existence since 1966 and as
such I may not be aware of all that has ben said in this
House during those times. You could rather seek for
clarification as to when it was discussed.

DR VENSON-MOITOI: Let me be serious.
Honourable Davids, pardon me, pardon me Honourable
Mmolotsi, I did not mean to say a bull but meant to say
a cow. Pardon me Honourable Members. Honourable
Members you were once against this dual citizenship
initiative but then, it appears you are the ones interested
now in the same initiative, I am grateful because it
shows that you have learnt something.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, the point is that when
they comment they even forget to switch off their
microphones, and we get to know what they are saying
and we do not forget that which they say.

DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, there is no problem. But
the main thing is that now we are in agreement. I do
believe that when the law comes it will find us in a good
position to receive it because upon the presentation
of the Bill you will be ready with the amendments.
Honourable Mmolotsi has stated that the Bill is not
justified enough but you did not specify the areas which
are lacking in the Bill itself when you presented the

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: This is my 17th year in
Parliament, so I know them all.
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motion. You have talked about the disadvantages in
general but I am hopeful that you will be able to single
our those disadvantages once the Bill is presented and
be able to advance amendments as well because it would
really help.
One thing that I want to applaud you for is acknowledging
the fact that Honourable Batshu has a Bill in place.
That is an honourable thing I think because in many
a times when Honourable Members from that aisle
present motions, they tend to ignore the fact that there
are Bills to address that particular subject. You should
be commended for that because the spotlight is brought
about by the fact that you will be aware of the upcoming
Bill and then decide that you do not consider that fact
when you present motions and act as if you do not know
anything. I do believe that you are aware that we have
a Bill coming, the least you can do is acknowledge the
fact that the Bill is there and as such people need to
be taken on board regarding that Bill. That in the least
when you are being honourable we can only say that you
have done your best to refrain from the format which
Honourable Tawana said, regarding the spotlight. That
is what we want, together with Batswana. All we need is
for you to beef up the upcoming Bill for the both of us.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS
(MS MAKGATO): Elucidation. Thank you very
much Honourable Speaker, thank you Honourable
colleague. Honourable Venson Moitoi, are you saying
that Honourable Mmolotsi has actually presented what
Honourable Batshu is yet to present? And you applaud
him for having presented a motion to be presented by
Honourable Batshu?
DR VENSON-MOITOI: No, what I am saying is
that it is good that Honourable Mmolotsi found it fit
to assist Honourable Batshu. It is their job, they advise
Parliament, we cannot be in government by our own
while they are here with us in Parliament, and it is their
job to advise this Parliament. They have been elected
into this House as well. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR MOREMI (MAUN WEST): Thank you Mr
Speaker. I just read the said book of proverbs that
someone suggested in this house. It talks about a fool’s
wrath. I am wondering if it is I who is referred to as a
fool or the Speaker who was using those words, between
us, who is a fool?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moremi, you are
derailing right from the beginning of your debate. I
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said you should go and read that scripture and we will
discuss it on Monday when we meet. Proceed with your
debate and leave that scripture alone.
MR MOREMI: Mr Speaker, I was just merely
mentioning that issue not necessarily stressing that we
should dwell much on it. Mr Speaker, I am concerned
that in this august House we are instructed. For an
example, a member of Domkrag (BDP) can instruct a
member of Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) or
Independent member on how he or she should debate in
this House. You will even be told that you will discuss
it on Monday not now yet the people have voted me
but I am instructed by someone that I should speak this
way and not that way. Does that show our freedom in a
debate? One question which Honourable Keorapetse is
also concerned about is that, if Honourable Batshu has
noticed a Bill and starts by presenting it in this House
and before he finishes he says, “I therefore request Mr
Speaker to withdraw this Bill”, Honourable Mmolotsi at
this point has forfeited his right to present his views in
this House because he is waiting for Honourable Batshu
from Botswana Democratic Party (BDP). Probably he
is deceiving him to withdraw his motion, then he will
come and do a shoddy job and withdraws the Bill while
we are left in confusion with no decision made in this
House concerning dual citizenship.
Earlier I gave an example Mr Speaker that Honourable
Joy Phumaphi once came up with declaration of assets
motion. Eight (8) years later, Honourable Saleshando
presented it in this House, Honourable Lesego Motsumi
said, “just wait, I am coming with the Bill.” Honourable
Merafhe said, “people are competing for spotlight.”
These are the same words uttered today. What is the
problem in debating Honourable Mmolotsi’s motion and
taking a position? I do not understand that, more so that
we are getting in a very important issue by Honourable
Keorapetse on separation of powers that as Parliament,
are we now supposed to wait for the BDP frontbench’s
timelines? This would mean that Opposition members
should just stay at home and wait for BDP.
Honourable Masisi, Vice President, I remember that
while he was still with the Ministry Presidential Affairs,
he withdrew all the Bills he presented to Parliament
because he did not know what he was supposed to
ask Parliament upon his entrance. To stand for such
incompetence is similar to abuse of oneself deliberately
because the Speaker and Deputy Speaker have the power
to abuse us and we just give in to the abuse because
they have power. God will punish you. You cannot
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come here and tell us what we should and should not be
saying or debating. If it is a suggestion, say so. I know
the Executive I am up against and the incompetence in
them. Mr Siele would come here with an Immigration
Bill and say, “let us pass it, we will get back to it.”
Mr Siele has lost elections, he is in Kanye. If I say I
notice Immigration Bill at the Speaker’s Chambers,
they will refuse, return it and say, “no, you have not
crafted it correctly.” That is what happens to me in your
Chambers. Allow us to debate, Honourable Mmolotsi
will guide us so that we can concentrate on debating this
Dual Citizenship Bill.
MR SPEAKER: Order!
MR MOREMI: You are not going to tell me what to
say and what not to say.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Moremi. No, even
if you say I do not want you to debate, you are not telling
the truth, we never turn you back from our office. The
point of Order I am raising is that for your convenience,
we will break for 15 minutes.
PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED FOR
APPROXIMATELY 15 MINUTES
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): We can
proceed because at last we are quorated. Honourable
Moremi is the one who is on the floor, he is left with
four (4) minutes.
MR MOREMI: Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me
point out that since I came to this Parliament in 2009,
I made my efforts concerning this issue of quorum but
failed and I am resigning in 2019. There is no use in
singing the same song and people are aware that our
Fridays are being wasted by a very small thing. I can
fill this Parliament and ensure that the BDP members
attend, listen and want to oppose me given floor time.
The boring member will not have an audience. That is
okay as long as Hansard records what was said. Madam
Speaker, concerning this issue, I want to say that, this
is a very critical and important principle that we must
note that when we come to debate in this House, the
issue should not be about being told what to say and not
what to say. Let us be clear that we have freedoms and
rights to come to Parliament and say out our views and
the aspirations of those that we represent. Now we come
here only to be dictated on what to do by only one person
who has been voted by only a few people in Ditakaneng

NTRODUCTION OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP IN
BOTSWANA -Motion

and yet we are on the opposition parties. He comes here
and dictates to us what we should and should not say. I
will advise you to withdraw your motion Honourable
Mmolotsi because I had submitted mine well on time. It
is a waste of our time.
This Parliament has really been a waste of time since I
have been here in 2014, a waste of time. To come here,
jump up and down, trying to get a Speaker’s attention,
if the Speaker does chooses not to give you the floor,
hey look the other side... After resigning in politics in
2019, I will stay for ten (10) years, and come back as the
Speaker, and I will get all of you admitted at mental. I
will make a ruling to have all of you being deterred from
speaking. I know that those who will be here by then
will be pig headed and will not adhere to my ruling and
if they do that, I will have them admitted. That is what
I am going to do.
Allow us to come here and debate as we wish. If what
Honourable Mmolotsi is advocating for supports
what Honourable Batshu has tabled, so be it. In the
same manner, Honourable Batshu should be able
to incorporate the House resolutions agreed to on
Honourable Mmolotsi’s motion. That is what we call
positive reinforcement. If Honourable Batshu has
submitted a notice, it does not mean we cannot positively
reinforce the position he has taken in his Bill by talking
about what Honourable Mmolotsi has presented before
us.
I have a qualm Madam Speaker. Utilisation of Parliament
time is a complete failure. There was a pertinent issue
which was addressed by Honourable Mzwinila that he
does not want to provide the baseline of unemployment
figures just because it is taxing and the Speaker does not
allow a procedure to extend the debate but on a very,
very critical matter of national importance. You are
wasting our time.
MADAM SPEAKER: Your time is up.
MR KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST):
Thank you very much Madam Speaker. I stand to support
the motion by Honourable Mmolotsi. But also maybe to
start off by saying that in the past list of motions for the
past years, I think one or two years, I have seen that at
least three Honourable Members sought to bring more
or less similar motion. What I am saying in part answers
what Honourable Venson-Moitoi has said when she was
up here debating.
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The other thing Madam Speaker, as Honourable Kgosi
Tawana Moremi has said is that you know, when
Parliament initiates motions or Private Member’s Bills
or ask questions, it must be accepted as that, an initiative
of Parliament geared towards Parliament taking a
resolution on a particular matter. Parliament should not
be precluded from debating matters or raising matters
simply because either the Executive is thinking about
the same issue or will in one way or another form bring
the matter to the floor.
Examples have been given by Honourable Kgosi
Tawana Moremi that Bills have come before this House
and were withdrawn. We cannot assume that Honourable
Batshu’s Bill that he has tabled will see the light of the
day. We have seen Bills being withdrawn in this House.
Even worse, Members of Parliament were made to
withdraw whatever they have brought before the House
under the pretext that the Executive is thinking along
the same line and it is working on something. Many
examples can be given. The Freedom of Information
Bill was brought here, Honourable Saleshando as he
then was, was asked to withdraw because the Executive
will come with the Bill. Where is that Bill? Declaration
of Assets and Liabilities, we are on the 16th or 17th year
now, something like that. So, just acknowledge that
Parliament is a separate, independent entity which can
initiate things. There is nothing wrong with having
Parliament resolution on dual citizenship and the having
the Executive bringing a Bill which Parliament can also
make its input and vote on.
Madam Speaker, this motion by Honourable Mmolotsi
is timely, is very important and must be understood
within the broader context of our hostile immigration
policies and laws which stifle this country’s economy,
including being a prohibitory factor to foreign direct
investment.
Madam Speaker, I have asked questions on Visa denials,
tourists or prospective tourists Visas, work and residence
permits have been denied to prospective investors and
skilled personnel. Some have been here for decades
and suddenly they are told to pack and go because
their permits cannot be renewed. In some insane, rather
absurd situation, a two year old was denied a permit on
the basis of security. You know the whole thing is just in
disarray. I do not know how these things are done.
Madam Speaker, when you look at countries like
Mauritius and Rwanda, Rwanda currently if you are an
African you get Visa on arrival. In Mauritius they have
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a target of the number of foreigners they want in their
country because they are looking at their demographics.
I do not know if we have informed demographic profiles
to predict how our economy may be affected if we do not
allow foreigners to invest in our country. So I was just
saying that this must be understood within the broader
context of our hostile immigration laws and policies.
On multiple citizenship or dual citizenship, it is very
surprising that a country like Botswana whose President
was born in 1953 in Cheshire in England, lived there
for six (6) years, came here after six (6) years, and we
are a country that prohibits dual citizenship when the
President of the Republic was born in England and
ordinarily should be able to be carrying a multiple
citizenship. He and his siblings are born to parents who
are British and Batswana. Why should they be denied
dual citizenship, in that instance?
We have relatives, I am sure all of us have a story to
tell about the issue. I know Honourable Ndaba Gaolathe
for instance, if there was a law to that effect, he will
probably be both a Motswana and a South African. I
have relatives and cousins, who were born in South
Africa, one parent being a South African another parent
being a Motswana. I think that we ought to have long
time ago enacted a law to allow for multiple citizenship
or dual citizenship as the motion requires. If I can give
you more examples; if you take Kgosikgolo Kgafela
Kgafela of Bakgatla, he was born in Washington DC to
a Motswana father and a South African mother. In that
instance you will find that this person deserves or has
to be able to be a citizen of Botswana, United States of
America (US) and also a citizen of South Africa. What
is wrong with that? He is bound by the tribe that he leads
to be a patriotic Motswana. If there is a benefit that he
can accrue from being a citizen of the United States, let
it be. He is also bound by his tribe which is also in South
Africa and it is even too restrictive for him to be able to
lead in South Africa and in Botswana because of such
laws. So I think we are unnecessarily xenophobic as a
country and we are inward looking. Botswana when you
compare it to other countries, we rank very low in terms
of a destination of choice. So, we ought to work hard to
make sure that people come to our country.
Dual citizenship is very, very important Madam Speaker
because as Honourable Mmolotsi was saying, there are
Batswana who went abroad for studies and when they
were there after acquiring their qualifications, some
even went up to post graduate qualifications, decided
to work there because unemployment is an issue here.
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This is not only because of unemployment issues, others
want to gain experience and they have been there for
more than a decade. I have a friend who has been in
Australia since 2001 and as I have said, I am sure many
of us here have stories to tell, but these people are unable
to get proper services in those countries because they
are not citizens. The moment they say yes to citizenship,
then they will forfeit their Botswana. I do not think it
is fair. I think it is only fair to agree with the motion
tabled by Honourable Mmolotsi as part of improving
our immigration policies and laws which I have said
they are prohibitive and they even stifle the growth of
this economy.
Madam Speaker, it does not really matter on who
brought the issue first and who brought it last, at the
end of the day, it would be a resolution of this House
to request Government to introduce dual citizenship
in Botswana by way of public policy, by way of a
Bill which Honourable Batshu has tabled. There is
absolutely nothing wrong with that Bill. We will panel
beat it at a time that it comes, but let us not just assume
that because he has come up with the Bill, then that
precludes Parliament from debating the matter. With
those few remarks, I thank you Madam Speaker.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you so much Madam Speaker. Let me also associate
myself fully with the sentiments already expressed
by the mover of this motion, the sentiments already
expressed by colleagues who spoke before me and
reiterate the point that this motion or this move is long
overdue. I think a progressive Parliament should in the
true meaning of productivity, in the true meaning of not
wasting time, approve this motion because we are all in
agreement that this is the direction we need to take. I am
utterly surprised Honourable Batshu, that you believe
if Parliament was to adopt this motion, it would be
counterproductive. It beats me how such a progressive
motion that actually supports what you are thinking, that
actually sets us as Parliament at the same wavelength
with you and that we agree with you as Cabinet that you
should take that direction.
I am surprised that somebody can come to Parliament
and say, “I want to oppose a motion simply because I am
going to do that which the motion is asking of.” I think
that we should move away from this kind of approach
to issues and say, Parliament has initiated a process. We
are saying as Parliament, let us have dual citizenship.
When you bring a Bill, it will be in agreement with what
have been endorsed by this Parliament.
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There was also a talk that as opposition, we have since
made a discovery of dual citizenship and therefore, we
were at some point opposed to it and the ruling party has
always been supportive of it. It is amazing how we can
be in power for 50 years and in support of something
and not do it, and only do it in the 51st year because you
have always supported it. I think the logic beats me and
if colleagues could assist me in understanding it.
There is also talk that Cabinet have been discussing this
motion, this move, and therefore, some insinuation that
the mover may have got an inspiration from a Cabinet
move. I think facts have already shown that that is not
true. I think that has been debunked very clearly by the
facts. This motion has been noticed way, way before. It
has been there even before prorogations and it was not
able to be brought to Parliament because of the obvious
crowding of motions that was happening. So I think that
also should be clearly debunked. People should know
that this is a very frivolous argument.
The argument also advanced in this House is that we
are trying to gamble or scramble for some attention,
some limelight. I consider myself a very, very seriousminded person. I do not think that I can go back to
some schoolboy or schoolgirl kind of games as to who
appears much more prominently than the other and who
looks better than the other. I think I am a Member of
Parliament and I am here to discuss very, very serious
issues. If the frontbench is preoccupied with limelight,
then we should pray to the mighty God to free us as soon
as he can because that preoccupation alone shows that
we are in trouble.
I would want to say as I support this motion of dual
citizenship, this would bring to this country a lot of
benefits, as the Honourable Member has already said.
I have met young doctors that we have trained as a
country living in the US who are specialists, highly
sought after, who say, “we had no option but to opt for
the United States of America because we were not given
any opportunity to have dual citizenship and we still
love our country.” Those people will be coming back
to Botswana. I spoke to a Motswana who is a billionaire
in US Dollar terms who said to me, “I have a dual
citizenship of South Africa and the United Kingdom,
but I want to invest in Botswana.” He was saying, “the
moment you guys pass a law that allows dual citizenship,
I am bringing investment into Botswana. I cannot invest
into a country that I can only visit.” So these obviously
will accrue to this country and I think any serious-
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minded Parliament, progressive in mind should support
this, should actually be passing this motion now so that
we can get to another motion and allow the Honourable
Minister to bring the Bill so that we can move forward
as a country. So I am just saying Honourable Minister,
I am just surprised by the insinuations that you wanted
to bring to Parliament that accepting this motion would
be somehow detrimental to the Bill that agrees to the
same motion. I think that is exactly what I am trying
to say. In addition to the economic benefits that will
accrue to this country, this is what other countries are
doing. We should not be regressing; we should be
going forward as a country. This rigidity with which we
look at international relations, with which we look at
the global village, I think it has disadvantaged us as a
country because …
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of clarification. Where is the rigidity of what you are
talking about because already what you are saying is
there in the Bill?
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Honourable Makgalemele.
If you were here when I started that point, you would
have known that my argument is that for us to be
bringing it on the 51st year, shows that we were rigid.
Even today when people want to come to this country,
we still look at them and say, why are they coming to
our country, we do not look at them and say they are
bringing expertise, they are bringing investment. We
still want to jealously guard this thing called “Botswana
jwa rona.” We need to be bringing the best talent in
this country. In countries like Dubai for example, those
people have allowed foreigners to come in, today Dubai
with no natural resource is the financial centre of the
world because they have allowed people to come in and
feel at home. This is the focus; this is the way we need
to proceed.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of clarification. Talking
about Dubai; their spouses go shopping in Dubai.
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he pointed out that obviously there are disadvantages but
the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages. This is
my argument, and if I have time, I would give examples
of what I think would be disadvantages, but what we
are saying, we are in agreement that the advantages far
outweigh the disadvantages. Like Honourable Kgoroba
says, we have all seen the advantage of being openminded in our approach to the global economy. Those
who can; who obviously happen to be on the other side
of the aisle, would go to Dubai and appreciate the kind
of benefits that have accrued out of such an open-minded
approach to this thing. Dubai does not have diamonds,
or anything, but they said, “we are going to invite the
world to us, we are going to have the best of everything
so that when you want the best of everything, you go to
Dubai.” So, we need to turn Botswana into something
like that, we can only do that by progressive thinking,
we can only do that by beginning to adopt this motion
because if you adopt this motion, it will say to the nation
that Parliament, the Executive are in tandem, they are
thinking the same and they are moving in the same
direction to making Botswana a better place. We know
that for Botswana to arrive there, it will have to be when
our turn to rule this country comes. You should however
start helping us now.
MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): I thank you Madam
Speaker. I also want to support this motion. Madam
Speaker this motion came at the right time because
it is up to us as members of parliament that we table
everything that we feel can be beneficial to our country.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of procedure. Madam Speaker, the procedure is that
when the mover of the motion presents his/her paper
he/she is supposed to make copies for us so that when
we comment we do that by referring to the paper. So
today Honourable Mmolotsi has made a single copy
for himself so that we do not interrogate what he has
presented. Madam Speaker we request that this House
should go on break so that he goes and make copies.

MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): On a
point of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker. Still
on that point Honourable Member, I want you to explain
if you are only aware of the advantages, and not the
disadvantages.

MADAM SPEAKER: Do you have copies?

DR P. BUTALE: Thank you so much Minister. The
mover of the motion did due diligence to that question,

MR MAJAGA: I thank you Madam Speaker. I was
saying the motion that Honourable Mmolotsi has tabled

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Do you have copies? Honourable
Members you should always remember to make copies,
this House will not go on break though. Let us proceed.
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what we currently need in this House. What pleases me
even more is the fact that the Minister has mutual ideas
that he has already presented and that clearly indicates
that the idea is one. We therefore have to consider them
both.

Honourable Member. Whilst you are on the issue
of children who are fathered by foreign men, you do
realize that it is what this Bill seeks? Therefore you can
commend the Government for having begun addressing
that problem.

Madam Speaker, I have to explain that if you are a
Member of Parliament like Honourable Majaga of NataGweta who is from an area that has so many refugees,
there are children there who are born by these refugees.
As I speak, about 200 were born eighteen (18) years
ago by Batswana and Caprivi refugees. You then tend
to wonder how these children are going to feel when
they grow up.

MR MAJAGA: Thank you Honourable Minister. That
is why when I started, I mentioned that we thank both
Honourable Batshu and Honourable Mmolotsi for
having realized that we need to rectify this issue as soon
as possible.

There are Batswana who originate from Angola and we
have cases whereby it becomes a challenge for these
children when they grow up. Some of them go through a
difficult time when they want to renew their Omang; so
these are some of the points that should be amended in
this motion. Normally we say we are living in a global
village, so how come we do not treat this motion that
way. I normally say our economy is stagnant but the
main cause of all that is our population.
MR MOREMI: On a point of elucidation. I was saying
the Honourable Member talked about a good point
when he talked about the refugees. There is a standing
case against the government and it was nicknamed
“wandikwatera”. I am sure the Minister is aware of it;
the case involves the Hambukushu people who have
been without Omang for more than twenty (20) years.
The Baherero are tied to Ovambo but they stay in
Botswana and it would be nice if they could have dual
citizenship.
MR MAJAGA: I thank you Honourable Moremi. We
do have a number of those cases, currently we have
Zimbabweans coming here to work and they leave
children behind. These cases are there in the rural
communities and they are a concern.
Other cases which are similar to the ones you are
talking about Kgosi, are the ones we mentioned that as
neighboring countries, some of our parents are in South
Africa and others are in Botswana, yet at the end of the
day as an individual you are expected to choose only
one country which you will become a citizen of. If this
was an obvious issue to know that…
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU):
Elucidation. Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) ….
MR MAJAGA: Yes, they are the bridal team. In short,
this is long overdue. One of my issues in this Parliament,
if I may just explain this, the reason why we have a
problem is because the economy is the determining
factor. A lot of Batswana opt to reside outside this
country. This is purely because issues such as this one
makes their citizenry seem not to be taken seriously. We
might even notice that there a lot of Batswana who have
been serving other countries and are even billionaires
and professionals in those respective countries. If I may
give you an example, in Nata we have a doctor by the
name Dr Kaseme who attends to people in that vast
region. He might even assist our people if this law may
be passed since we do not live in cities. When laws such
as this one comes into place I will also pray for him so
that he can also be granted dual citizenship and become
a Motswana so as to be able to continue assisting people.
In these present times we ought to look at important
issues in the lives of Batswana, such as this very issue.
These are the ideas of the very people that sent us here.
If you are not present in Parliament, when you come to
learn of the two motions being discussed in Parliament
you may fall sick. With that, I support this motion. When
Honourable Batshu’s Bill is tabled in April we shall also
look into it at its own time because there is a time for
everything. Even the Book of Ecclesiastes 3 says that.
Coming to the conclusion of this issue, I loved how the
mover of the motion informed us of its disadvantages,
he was trying to educate us. He then went on to show us
the good that can come out of this motion. When you
look at the advantages you will realize that in this global
village which we always cry about everywhere we are,
they outweigh the disadvantages. The disadvantages on
the other hand can be rectified. Many times the issue is
security but as a country, in Botswana we have our own
laws that we cannot just take anyone rather we use the
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vetting system. For some of us including Kablay, we lost
people in our constituencies such as doctors who were
making an impact as a result of the issue of security.
Maybe if this law can be passed, these people may be
granted citizenship and be able to improve our villages.
We live once on earth as human beings, so we must give
people a chance to become a part of the development of
this country. Thank you.

a lot of times and talk to him. I believe that this will
benefit him too because in 2019 after Honourable Boko
takes over as President when things will be tough, they
want dual citizenship to be in place so that they are able
to go and live in Zimbabwe where they were born.

MADAM SPEAKER: You all seem to be in support of
this motion and I am wondering as to why you want to
talk for long.

MADAM SPEAKER: You are getting out of order. You
were debating well but now you are getting out of order.

MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Maybe it is important to do what is
supposed to be done as people support this motion. I
too wanted to say a few words and then conclude. When
a motion has been brought before Parliament, just like
the one brought forth by the Honourable Member of
Parliament for Francistown South, we need to speak in
unity that you have brought this motion at the right time.
We need to also show that the surprising factor is that
when those ones on the other side of the aisle see issues
included on Parliament business, then they bring Bills.
Sometimes when a Bill is brought you will realize that
the God we pray to is not a God of lies but rather of truth.
You may wonder as to why after many years of talking
about dual citizenship, the ruling Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP) see it fit to bring a Bill talking about this
now. It is not surprising because as the Umbrella for
Democratic Party (UDC) we knew the importance of
dual citizenship, without saying only one or two people
are the only ones who can have dual citizenship. We are
looking at how dual citizenship may benefit the country.
I have a problem whereby we come up with laws with
which we are specifically trying to address a need of a
certain person; so that the law may benefit them. These
ones are just my spiritual observations; I will not be
surprised to see another Bill coming to say the number of
constituencies is being increased in Botswana, because
God has already spoken to us and we know very well
that it is going to happen just as you see this Bill…
MR BATSHU: Point of correction. I want to correct
Honourable Member when he says this Bill is set to
benefit just one person. When you read this Bill you
will realize that it is open and its mandate is to help
people who are suffering because of this situation we
are talking about, just as it explains.
MR NKAIGWA: No, he is confirming what I have just
said. I am praying for him so that God may visit him

I want to conclude by saying I thank the men from Chad,
they are strong men who did the job for us in Ethiopia
and we ought to thank them…

MR NKAIGWA: Let us thank them for a job well done.
They showed that a person can lose so much that the
spoilt ballots can be more than the regular votes. It was
my first time seeing this.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa let us
discuss the motion.
MR NKAIGWA: I am discussing the motion Madam
Speaker. So Madam Speaker I want to move as per
Standing Order…
MR KGOROBA: Clarification. Thank you Honourable.
I did not hear you clearly Honourable. What did you say
about Chad?
MADAM SPEAKER: You are out of order Honourable
Kgoroba. Honourable Nkaigwa, proceed.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker. He
wants to derail me. I want to move Madam Speaker as
per Standing Order 55.1…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of order. Thank you Madam Speaker. Can you please
call this House to order. Honourable Nkaigwa is out of
order so can you kindly request him to withdraw the
statements he said about Chad.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Nkaigwa I called
you to order. I am sure that you are also aware that you
are now out of order. So kindly withdraw and proceed
with your debate. You should love your country, you
cannot just publicly declare your love for Chad, you will
do so privately.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Chair, are you saying I
should withdraw for congratulating Chad team. I think I
did not say anything out of context…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, but is your debate proper?
Are you not Motswana? Aah! They played well!
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MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker my point is, I wish
that I can also have dual citizenship and have Chad
citizenship.
MADAM SPEAKER: No.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …

REINTRODUCTION OF THE SERVICE OF EMPTYING
PIT LATRINES - Motion

This Parliament is very productive today, we can set the
record of the amount of motions we have adopted.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: Who called for procedure?

MR NKAIGWA: Okay, I withdraw Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker I move per Standing Order 55.1 that we
adopt Honourable Mmolotsi’s motion.

MR NKAIGWA: Procedure. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Can you check if the responsible ministry is
available to look at this motion before we proceed.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moipisi, where are
you going?

MADAM SPEAKER: I am already standing.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: We still want to debate
Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I am already standing up.
Question put and agreed to
MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you very much Madam Speaker. Let me just
indicate that there is a country called Mauritius which
is so desperate for people from other countries; talents
and investments from other countries. If you invest
one million US Dollars in Mauritius, you are given
permanent residence in Mauritius.
In the United States (US) if you are a very brilliant
student, a brilliant doctor or a very good athlete you
are given a green card. So you can see that progressive
countries are already there. Overpopulated or adequately
populated but there is still need to accept people from
other countries. They still accept talent, investment and
brilliance.
Countries like Qatar for example; you go to Qatar
you will find that employees in Qatar are more than
residents of Qatar. They are given citizenship from time
to time. It is not difficult, they get dual citizenship and
therefore Botswana needs to follow in the path of these
progressive nations by doing the same. It is on that basis
Madam Speaker that I wish to move that this motion be
adopted. I thank you.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Oh! It is Honourable Mzwinila.
Can we kindly agree? Will you do it?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes! Honourable Minister
Venson-Moitoi will stand on behalf of the Minister and
take some notes for him since we are left with a few
minutes. So Honourable Butale proceed.
DR P BUTALE: Thank you so much Madam Speaker.
I think it is important as I quickly go through this to
show that this issue is a problem for both our urban and
rural areas. The Government decided to discontinue the
service as I have shown there of emptying pit latrines
and septic tanks. What I am saying here is that, that has
exposed the whole country to a lot of health hazards.
There is a lot of research that I was going to go through
here that shows the disadvantages of pit latrines in
Gaborone. It shows also that after investing humongous
amounts of money in sewerage system, the uptake in
terms of connecting to the sewerage system is very
minimal.

Motion

The Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) has told me that
out of 7 780 serviced plots, only 2 886 have actually
been connected to the sewer system. That means that
over 5 000 households have not been connected, which
for me says that indeed the problems or the hazards of
pit latrines on our underground water is going to be
bad. I would want Madam Speaker to allow Members
to debate this motion and accept it because I believe it
would save us a lot of time, it would save the nation a
lot of future challenges in of terms what could befall the
nation.

DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you very much Madam Speaker. I intend to be very brief.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Can you please explain
something for me; I did not understand.

Question put and agreed to
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DR P. BUTALE: Before I yield, let me just say; there
is indeed need for us to immediately come up with a
plan to ensure that our citizens are connected to our
sewer systems. In the meantime, let us reintroduce the
emptying of pit latrines and septic tanks and ensure that
at the end of the day, we achieve the objective of phasing
out pit latrines all over our country. I rest my case.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Moitoi stood on a
point of clarifications and he promised to yield.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): On a
point of clarification. I have asked for a clarification
because at the beginning Honourable Member
generalised that it is just pit latrines. Can you please
elaborate whether it is just pit latrines or some are
private septic tanks?
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMEME): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Madam Speaker. Does the
Honourable Member not find it fitting that he should
have delegated this idea to one of the councillors in his
constituency to take it to the Gaborone City Council?
DR P. BUTALE: Honourable Makgalemele, even
by your standard, you are showing me excessive
amounts of excitement. I think you need to sit down
and look Honourable. The issue here is across all
our constituencies. I think if your constituents are
unfortunate enough to have a Member of Parliament
who is indifferent to that which affect them, then they
are really in trouble.
I am talking about both Madam Venson-Moitoi. I was
giving statistics with the view of how many serviced
plots are connected to the sewer system. I am saying
those figures show that many are still not connected and
they may be using both pit latrines and septic tanks.
The proportionality obviously is something that I have
not brought here, but the issue at hand is that there is
a worrying number of people who are still using pit
latrines. I rest my case.
HONOURABLE
explanation.

MEMBER:

I

asked

for

an

MADAM SPEAKER: We are done with it, Honourable
Moremi.
MR MOREMI (MAUN WEST): Madam Speaker,
it is very easy to detect that example when you get to

Ramotswa; the underground water has been denounced
as unfit due to pit latrines. We are taking our time in
accepting that water quality in Botswana is very poor.
The Government has turned a blind eye to the fact
that people are suffering from illnesses like diarrhoea.
This issue is frequently talked about on social media;
qualified people like engineers have raised this issue.
You cannot drink water in Maun due to this.
To emphasise on the issue of dignity, we once talked
about 5Ds; but the reality is that when you are penniless,
we will not empty your pit latrine until you find the
money. This jeopardises our health and dignity. Madam
Speaker, we cannot waste with this issue; the examples
are there and quite straight forward. Let us move that we
pass this very important motion. The poverty alleviation
can also be included under this theme. Let us just vote. I
move Madam Speaker that we do…
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait first; I need to let more
people to debate this motion. I do not support your
motion.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): Thank
you Madam Speaker. This motion concerns people’s
health and Honourable Makgalemele asked what the
impact will be if we passed this issue to the council
which is responsible for it.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
DR VENSON-MOITOI: I am getting to that point;
listen to me. The council would be carrying out this job
if they had enough funds.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I think it would be very unfair of
this House to listen to the Honourable Mother of the
House misleading the nation. All these services that
she is referring to; pit latrines and septic tanks have
been discontinued by Government. Water Utilities has
actually stopped all those services because they were
handed to Water Utilities, not Councils.
MADAM SPEAKER: Correct it Honourable Minister.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: I am coming to that point;
but because they are prophets for fire churches, they
are already thinking of completely different things from
those that I was going to say. This is why I was asking
Honourable Butale whether he was referring to the
pit latrines or the private septic tanks because the pit
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latrines have long been stopped due to cross-pollution
of wells and boreholes.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): On that
note Madam Speaker, being that it is now just after 1230
hours, I move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 12:30 p.m. until
Monday 13th February, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
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