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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Good
afternoon Honourable Members. Let us do questions.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
NUMBER OF OPEN SPACES CURRENTLY
OWNED BY GABORONE CITY COUNCIL
(GCC)
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) how many open spaces are currently owned by
Gaborone City Council;
(ii) how many of these have been leased to the private
sector;
(iii) to state the procedure for leasing open spaces;
(iv) how many have been leased to Ward Development
Committees;
(v) why other Wards are denied the opportunity to
lease them; and
(vi) when Gaborone City Council will lease all these
open spaces to the private sector for value creation
and what is causing the delay.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Good afternoon Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker,
i) A total of 385 recreational open spaces have been
allocated to Gaborone City Council (GCC) for
passive and active recreational activities.
ii) GCC has selected a total of 20 open spaces and
advertised them to solicit the private sector to
come up with proposals to develop them into
active recreational facilities including ancillary
land use that is compatible with recreational
land use. Currently, the evaluation process of the
various submissions is on-going. Over and above
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these – 32 open spaces have been identified for
use by Ward Development Committees (WDC)
across the city for direct negotiation with donors,
sponsors and partners for development of these
open spaces in accordance with the existing land
use requirements.
iii) Leasing of open spaces to the private sector is
primarily done in accordance with the Local
Authorities Procurement and Asset Disposal
Act through open tender. Some of the other
private sector players may also get involved with
development of open spaces through donation
agreements directly with GCC and indirectly
through Ward Development Committees.
iv) 32 recreational open spaces belonging to Council
have been reserved for use for income generating
projects that are recreational in nature, including
ancillary land uses subject to approval by Council.
So far 21 WDC have submitted proposals and
11 have not made any submissions. Out of the
21 submissions, six (6) have been found to be
compatible and approved while 15 were advised
to resubmit compatible projects.
v) As I indicated earlier, all WDC have been
accorded an opportunity to use GCC open spaces
for compatible development proposals.
vi) It has never been the intention of my Ministry
through Gaborone City Council to lease and or
develop all open spaces to the private sector as
some of these spaces are intended to remain open
for once off use by residents for various activities
like weddings, funerals and political rallies etc. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Minister. Minister, the current state
of open spaces in Gaborone, like you mentioned that
they are 385, do you not realise that if you do not hasten
to lease them to business owners and the community
to utilise them, they are going to turn into thieves’ den
and where the building rubble will be dumped? I want
to know how you are going to assist us in Gaborone
because this situation continues to happen. People are
murdered in these open spaces and some dump waste
and rubble in these open spaces.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Madam Speaker, what the
Honourable Member is saying is true. Like I have
indicated from the onset, we gave Gaborone City
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Council this responsibility. I can repeat what I said;
“A total of 385 recreational open spaces have been
allocated to Gaborone City Council”. Council is the
owner of those open spaces. I am aware that the open
spaces are dirty and there is no care taker. What I can say
is that, maybe we can find time and meet as Members of
Parliament and Gaborone Councillors to map the way
forward. Currently they are owned by Council as we
have allocated them to Council. I got this information
from them but I hear you Honourable. Thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker, thank you Madam Minister. Of all
the 385 open spaces that you mentioned and alluded to
the fact that they are being owned by Gaborone City
Council, are they all the numbers of open spaces that
exist in Gaborone? If not, who owns other open spaces?
I just want to know whether the 385 is the total number
of the existing open spaces in Gaborone.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Maybe you did not understand
the question. The question says, “how many open spaces
are currently owned by Gaborone City Council”, that
is the point I am leading you to. I am answering only
purposely for Gaborone City Council. I did not ask the
Minister of Lands or whoever owning spaces as to how
many are they in Gaborone? I cannot know now. It is a
new question and I cannot answer it now. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, there is no point of order.
IMPOSING OF A DEVELOPMENT
COVENANT ON UNDEVELOPED FREEHOLD
LAND
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Land Management,
Water and Sanitation Services:(i) if he will consider imposing a development
covenant on undeveloped freehold land especially
farms hindering the expansion of cities, towns
and some villages and land belonging to absentee
landlords; if so,
(ii) when and if not, to state the reasons.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
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i) I will not consider imposing a development
covenant on any undeveloped freehold land
around our cities, towns and villages. However,
Madam Speaker, as and when the need arises, my
Ministry may acquire any freehold land whether
developed or undeveloped. It is on the basis of
this that my Ministry has initiated a process of
acquiring some freehold land in and around some
of our towns and cities. This process is different
from that of imposing development covenant. Just
to give you an example; in 2013, the Government
bought Freehold Farm Number 55 OQ to augment
the Tati Tribal Land, and as recent as 2015, some
land was bought in Lobatse, just to augment the
land shortage there.
ii) Madam Speaker, the reason for not imposing
development covenant on freehold land is because
the nature of the freehold title is such that it vests
absolute right of ownership in the title holder
and leaves no room for Government to impose
conditions to such a title. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, what you are stating as a reason, is a mere
statutory requirement which I am aware of. My question
simply is that, in light of shortage of land which is
obviously artificial, why are you not considering
amending the law to impose development covenant to
avert a situation where we have absentee landlords who
own tracks of land undeveloped when Batswana do not
have land?
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. I understand you Honourable Member,
but as I have already stated, freehold land is for the
plot or the land owner and the Government does not
have powers to propose any covenant development
over it. Since you have proposed an amendment to
the existing laws, I believe as Legislators, we have
that privilege to move accordingly where need be.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, my question is specific to the Government, if
your Government has not come to a realization that in
light of acute land shortage, there is a need to impose
development covenant as a way of getting back the land
from; he is being disturbed by Advocate Kebonang and
he has not been in Parliament.
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MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Proceed, I
have brought him to order.
MR KEORAPETSE: I am aware that as a Member of
Parliament I can initiate legislation, but you know the
difficulties we encounter because we need specialists to
assist us in that regard. So, my question is very specific
on whether the Government has not come to a point
where it considers imposing development covenant on
undeveloped freehold? Sometimes it goes up to decades
undeveloped but people have no land, have you not
come to a situation where you think there is a need to
impose development covenant as your initiative as the
Government?
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point, what I was saying Madam Speaker is that at the
moment we have not considered that option, and that
does not mean that if circumstances and factors change
that cannot be considered, but at the moment we have
not considered that option Madam Speaker. Thank you.
HANDING OVER OF THE RECREATIONAL
PARK TO THE COMMUNITY
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) when the recreational park built and donated by
the First National Bank Botswana in Tawana will
be handed over to the community;

MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I have
noted your concern Honourable Member and I believe it
is something that we will consider in future. I thank you.

(ii) who is currently operating it and how the funds
are utilised;

A POLICY ON CHRISTIAN MISSION
HOSPITALS

(iii) how much income the community has benefited
from the park since its inception; and

MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the
Minister of Health and Wellness when she will consider
having a policy on Christian Mission Hospitals that is
separate from other Non-Governmental Organisations.

(iv) to state the Council Policy with regard to donations.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, my Ministry has
no plans to develop a policy on Christian Mission
Hospitals that is separate from other Non-Governmental
Organizations.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry entered into partnerships
with Christian Mission Hospitals and NonGovernmental Organizations since the 1970s through
to date. These partnerships are regulated through Grant
Agreements which are renewable every thirty six (36)
months. Thank you.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Thank you
Minister. Considering that these Mission Hospitals were
the ones that were in charge of health and education in
this country, would you find the need that they should
have a clear cut policy that is separate from other
Non-Governmental Organisations which just rely on
Government for their survival as these Mission Hospitals
do not really rely on Government for survival?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, the
contribution made by religious hospitals in terms of
education and health is undisputed. I am personally a
beneficiary of a Christian School, but that is beside the

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker,
thank you Honourable Nkaigwa. Honourable Salakae I
am used to speaking louder and I was not necessarily
being at angry. I am sorry.
Madam Speaker, Tawana Park which is also referred to
as First Park was built in the 2011/2012 financial year,
and was practically completed in 2012/2013. On the 28th
August 2015 the park was officially launched, this launch
signalled its availability for use by the community and
other stakeholders who normally require utilisation of
such public spaces as it is usually the case with similar
spaces like Boipuso or (Tsholofelo Park).
The park is currently operated by First National Bank
Foundation (FNB) as per the terms of the donation
agreement with the Gaborone City Council. Madam
Speaker, that included its operation and its maintenance.
Any funds raised through any functions carried on the
park are used for the upkeep and maintenance of the
park.
There has never been any intention implied or otherwise
by any of the parties that either the community or the
Gaborone City Council would generate any income
from the utilisation of the park. Madam Speaker, the
key benefit enjoyed by the community is the incidental
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improvement to the quality of life out of having a
recreational facility where they can relax, play and
unwind at.
Other benefits to Batswana include potential increases
in property values due to proximity to this high quality
public space and employment opportunities as there are
currently three Batswana employed by the Foundation
to mend the facility.
Gaborone City Council does not have a specific policy
on donation as this varies according to the nature and
specific items or services being donated. Some of the
donations may be a once off handover of goods and
service while some may involve some relationship over
a period of time. I thank you Madam Speaker.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

launched on the 18th February 2014 at the Botswana
Investment and Trade Centre (BITC) Head Office to
facilitate acquisition of Government authorisations.
This facility is in full operation as a one stop shop and
it is currently supported by twenty-three (23) Liaison
Officers stationed at various Government Departments
and institutions.
Madam Speaker, the services provided within the BFSC
are offered to both foreign and domestic investors and
the requirements for new investors include amongst
others;
••A letter applying for registration with the BITC;
••Submission of a business plan or a feasibility study,

MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, and Honourable Minister. As the FNB
Foundation continues to run the park, when should
the Tawana community expect the handing over of
the part to them so that they may run it for their own
beneficiation in terms of income generated by that park?
There are a lot of events that hosted in that park and the
money accrued is directed to FNB.

••An investment plan over a five (5) year period
including expansion plans;

MS TSHIRELETSO: Concerning the response to this
question, I will confirm with the Gaborone City Council
about the agreement thereof, because I did not go into
more details about the agreement between the two. I can
bring that answer tomorrow but not in the House. I have
been assuming that the park has been handed to Tawana
and thus benefiting the community. I will surely do a
follow up on that one and bring a response in writing. I
thank you.

••Quality and level of employment projected;

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ONE STOP SHOP
FOR INVESTORS
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry:(i) if there is full implementation of the One Stop
Shop for investors; if so, where it is housed;
(ii) to state the requirements for accessing its facilities;
and
(iii) whether it also assists with work permits.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR B. G. BUTALE):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the
Business Facilitation Services Centre (BFSC) was

••The level of equity and loan financing and proof
thereof;
••Profile of promoters including details of shareholders;
••The project implementation plan;

••Potential for skills and technology transfer;
••Potential to create backward and forward linkages;
••A minimum investment threshold of P1 million
for domestic investors and P5 million for foreign
investors. Government is currently reviewing the
investment threshold with the aim to increase the
same.
Once the investors are approved, they are then registered
in the BITC database to facilitate repeat service.
Madam Speaker, the one stop shop not only facilitates
acquisition of work and residence permits but also
supports applications for the following requirements by
investors;
••Business registration;
••Income Tax and VAT registration;
••Entry Visas;
••Connection of utilities;
••Manufacturing License application;
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••Access to industrial and commercial land allocation;
and
••Application for work permits and VISAs through
BITC One Stop service has a successful rate of more
than 96 per cent due to strict and detailed processing
ensuring all the information required is availed. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
MS KENEWENDO: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. What
is the turnaround time at this Business Facilitatory
Centre and in particular for work permits and VISAs?
You also just mentioned that you will be reviewing to
increase the threshold, what is this based on? What
is the expectation for the new threshold? How many
companies, domestic and foreign have been assisted by
the centre? Thank you.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, I do not have the
answers to some of the questions offhand. For instance,
I would have to make an average of the residence and
work permits that we have done and how many days it
took and just give you an average because we have done
maybe a hundred and some would take a week while
others would take three weeks etcetera. That question
would require an averaging of all the residence and
work permits done. As to what is the increase of the P1
million and P5 million based on, there has been a debate
Madam Speaker at my Ministry as to who is an investor
and we felt that the P5 million for a foreigner is a bit
low and even for a Motswana because a Motswana can
get a loan from Citizen Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA) for P1 million and all of a sudden
call themselves an investor and therefore we felt that
we were getting too many business people calling
themselves investors whilst they were not. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: Last one! Who was asking for a
supplementary?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Honourable Kenewendo.
MADAM SPEAKER: Kenewendo, what are you
doing?
MS KENEWENDO: Further supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. He is the one who spoke louder
but since it is my question, I will ask. Thank you

5
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Honourable Minister. If many Batswana businesspeople
come to the Ministry seeking this business facilitation
or foreigners then I think it points to that. Maybe we
need to liberalise the doing business space to see what
could be…
MADAM SPEAKER: It has to be a supplementary
question.
MS KENEWENDO: Are we working at improving and
ensuring that the ones that we think do not qualify for
the services at the centre would be able to be serviced
elsewhere in a much quicker turnaround time? Thank
you.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, how do I answer
this one? The Government wants to facilitate investors to
come into Botswana, not just anybody from any country
and currently it seems that anybody from anywhere who
has got P5 million is facilitated and that is not the whole
idea of the one stop service centre. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
NUMBER OF VACANT POSTS IN THE 16
DISTRICTS AND TOWN COUNCILS
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) to state the number of vacant posts in the 16 Districts
and Town Councils;
(ii) to provide a breakdown for each Council; and
(iii) to state the major challenges for not filling these
posts.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Thank you Madam Speaker.
Thank you Honourable. Madam Speaker,
(i) There are 958 vacant positions in the 16 Districts
and Town Councils, against a total establishment
of 18 628. This represents vacancy rate of 5.2 per
cent against the national target of 2 per cent as
follows:
(ii) The vacancies for each Council are as follows:
• City of Francistown 			

58

• Gaborone City Council			

126

• Jwaneng Town Council		
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• Lobatse Town Council			52
• Selibe-Phikwe Town Council		

58

• Sowa Town Council			8
• Central District Council		

236

• Chobe District Council			

53

• Ghanzi District Council		

41

• Kgalagadi District Council		

78

• Kgatleng District Council		

59

• Kweneng District Council		

48

• North East District Council		

17

• North West District Council		

21

• Southern District Council		

64

• South East District Council		

26

(iii) Efforts to fill the vacancies are at advanced stages of
recruitment, with 192 advertised, 72 at shortlisting
stage, 67 to be interviewed, 110 offered, 171 to offer,
65 graduates sought while others are earmarked
for promotion, rationalisation and outsourcing.
The major challenges in filling vacancies include
acute supply of skilled candidates in the market
for positions such as Principal State Counsels,
Physical Planners, Engineers, Controller of Fire
Services and Assistant Managers (Procurement).
In addition, some candidates are reluctant or
decline to take up offers in places like Kgalagadi,
Ghanzi or Chobe which causes the delay to fill the
posts. I thank you Madam Speaker.
CONSTRUCTION OF A KGOTLA IN BLOCK 8
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:(i) what is delaying the construction of a Kgotla in
Block 8 despite having a plot allocated;
(ii) how much Government has spent so far on the
leased Kgotla in Block 8 and whom does the
house belong to; if company, who are the directors
of the company and what is the lease period;
(iii) what is the latest monthly rental and what is the
percentage of rental increase annually; and

(iv) are there no plans by Government to assist
residents with a caravan at their open space so as
to save Government money.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Madam Speaker, due to
budgetary constraints the construction of Block 8
Customary Court has not been possible despite the fact
that there is a plot for such.
To date Government has spent P477, 150.00 as
rentals for the property leased. The house belongs to a
Motswana individual. The current lease commenced on
the 1st October 2016 and will end on the 30th September
2021.
The latest monthly rental for the property is P3 650.00
and the rental annual increase is 10 per cent.
Taking into account that construction of the office is
planned for NDP 11 the purchase of caravans to be used
in the plot for the court will not be cost effective. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker and thank you Honourable Minister. If
government spent P2 million on the construction of the
Ledumang/Tshweneng Kgotla what is so difficult for
the government to source another P2 million to build
a Kgotla Block 8? I also do not understand who is
responsible for the maintenance of this house because it
has been a while since it was maintained. Those people
work in a very bad work environment.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Thank you Madam Speaker.
I believe that yesterday we were talking about the
P10 million allocated to the constituencies. In your
assessments with the Village Development Committee
(VDC) for Block 8 it would please me a lot if you could
agree on that issue. If we could agree with the VDC that
we channel the P2 million towards that then there is no
problem. The responsibility of maintaining the house
lies with the owner and I had not yet requested the
officials to go and inspect the house. I will take action
since you have informed me about it. Thank you.
ADOPTION OF THE OPEN SKIES POLICY FOR
THE AIR TRANSPORTATION
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Transport and Communications
whether:-
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(i) there has been any progress in adopting the Open
Skies Policy for air transportation; and
(ii) there are any plans to remove Air Botswana’s
domestic monopoly.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MOKAILA): Good
afternoon, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, Botswana
skies were fully liberalised on 03 November, 2016,
hence they are open. Open skies involves operators
who have been designated to operate scheduled services
into the territory of another country. Such operators
can fly from their country to any point in Botswana
and the designating country can designate as many
scheduled operators as they wish, hence the reason we
have operators from Republic of South Africa, such as
South African Express Airways and South African Air
Link. Ethiopian Airlines were also exercising open skies
operation and they were allowed to access fifth freedom
classic rights, in that they could pick from Gaborone to
any destination beyond Botswana.
(ii) There is no domestic monopoly by Air Botswana
since any operator wishing to operate scheduled
services within Botswana is allowed to do so. It
is only that there is no illegible operator to operate
scheduled services in Botswana other than Air
Botswana. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR SHAMUKUNI: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I just wanted to ask; since you
have discontinued some of the Gaborone/Kasane flights
are you suggesting that you will invite the likes of Air
Link to take up such routes.
MR MOKAILA: Anybody finding the route viable can
do so. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR
SHAMUKUNI:
Further
supplementary.
Honourable Minister, do you not think that since
domestic flights to Kasane were discontinued then you
could have lobbied other airlines to apply for the route
especially considering how important that route is?
Thank you.
MR MOKAILA: Madam Speaker, I do not think that is
my role. Any interested operator in that route can apply
for it and take it. Thank you Madam Speaker.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

(i) the number of litigations that took place in the past
five (5) years against the procurement units in all
district and town councils;
(ii) the costs associated with each case lost; and
(iii) the total cost that has been paid by each council in
the last five (5) years.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Madam Speaker, there are a
total of 85 litigations that took place in the past five (5)
years against the procurement units in all district and
town councils.
The total costs associated with all the cases lost for
all district and councils is P10, 132, 544.93. For costs
associated with each case lost I will avail the details to
the honourable member.
The total cost that has been paid by councils in the last
five (5) years is P11, 282, 441.24. For costs paid by each
council in the last five years I will avail the details to
the Honourable Member. I thank you Madam Speaker.
EFFECTIVE MEASURES IN PLACE TO DEAL
WITH THE CHALLENGE OF BACKLOG OF
INTERNAL ROADS PROJECT COUNTRYWIDE
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development to state effective measures in place to
deal with the challenge of the backlog of internal roads
project countrywide.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Madam Speaker, my Ministry
like other ministries is not spared from funding
constraints. Despite these challenges, backlog of
internal roads countrywide is addressed through the
following interventions;
- Implementing village infrastructure projects as
prioritised in the National Development Plan (NDP)
11/District Development Plan 8,

NUMBER OF LITIGATIONS IN ALL DISTRICTS
AND TOWN COUNCILS

- The use of funds from fuel levy fund to augment the
maintenance budget in order that more kilometerage
is covered under maintenance,

MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development to state:-

- Adoption of the use of interlocking bricks without
compromising quality to pave earth roads,
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- Prioritising maintenance needs ahead of building of
new roads,

(i) why the appointment of Judges is not transparent;
and

- Resealing of roads and reconstruction of some where
necessary,

(ii) when it will be transparent including public
hearings of Judges interviews like it obtains in
progressive democracies.

- Upgrading of some sand roads to gravel status
through the use of recurrent budget.
In conclusion, Madam Speaker, the NDP 11 could not
accommodate the village infrastructure programme due
to funding constraints and other competing priorities.
However, my Ministry will continue to strive for better
road network by ensuring that adequate supervision is
dedicated to the construction and maintenance of these
roads, subject to availability of the requisite resources.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
SHORTAGE OF CLASSROOMS AT GABANEMMANKGODI CONSTITUENCY
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Local
Government and Rural Development:(i) how many primary schools in the GabaneMmankgodi Constituency still conduct classes
outside due to shortage of classrooms; and
(ii) when and how this will be resolved.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Madam Speaker, there are
currently five (5) schools that conduct classes outside
classrooms in Gabane-Mmankgodi Constituency. These
are Lesirane Primary School, Metsimotlhabe Primary
School, Mmonye Primary School, Serameng Primary
School and Tloaneng Primary School. Although Lesirane
has two (2) classes which are taught outside, the schools
has already reached the maximum prescribed number of
classrooms of twenty-two (22) classrooms.
(ii) For the current financial year, two (2) classrooms
have been constructed at Serameng Primary School
through a donation by the Japanese Embassy in
Botswana. Serameng and Metsimotlhabe schools have
been catered for under National Development Plan
(NDP) 11. Thank you Madam Speaker.
APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security to explain:-

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker, I am making an assumption that reference to
Judges refers to Judges of the High Court. In this case;
i) Madam Speaker, Judges of the High Court are
appointed by the President acting on advice of the
Judicial Service Commission. These appointments
are done in accordance with Section 96 of the
Constitution. The notion that the appointment of
Judges is not transparent is ill conceived and is
based on subjective views which are not supported
by any evidence.
ii) Madam Speaker, the issue relating to the
appointment of Judges is currently a subject of
litigation, I am therefore constrained to go into
any details relating to such since the matter is sub
judice. Thank you Madam Speaker
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. I hear you
Honourable Minister. You answered in respect of High
Court Judges, but the question was on all Judges. That
is why there was no specification, what about other
Judges? I just want to find out from you if find you
the practice of having public interviews of appointing
Judges not something that enhance transparency in the
appointment of Justices?
MR KGATHI: No if you want to ask about the Judges,
you should be specific and say I am referring to all the
Judges. You cannot say Judge and expect me to assume
that you are referring to all the Judges. Other Judges
are under the jurisdiction of Home Affairs; not in my
Ministry. So you need to know the separation and as
I say, I cannot comment on any view to do with the
appointment of Judges, like I said, the matter is before
litigation.
MR KEORAPETSE: Further supplementary. Madam
Speaker, I do not know why the Minister is saying all
what he is saying because the question is very clear
about Judges, and these are the Judges who are under
his jurisdiction. I have asked questions before in this
House directed to Honourable Minister Batshu, because
it related to Judges under his jurisdiction, and this

Hansard No 187

8

Tuesday 14th February, 2017

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

question was related to all Judges under his jurisdiction
and he has not fully answered the question. What do I
do?

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order!

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, the thing
is…

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Time up! Honourable
Members, the Honourable Minister of Mineral
Resources, Green Technology and Energy Security has
a paper to table.

MR KGATHI: No…
MADAM SPEAKER: Hold it right there, “why the
appointment of Judges”, all of them, “is not transparent.”
MR KGATHI: No Madam Speaker, I am the Minister
of Defence, Justice and Security and the Judges under
my portfolio responsibility are the Judges of the High
Court, that I have answered for and the Industrial Court
Judges are under the Ministry of Employment, Labour
Productivity and others. So that is the nomenclature.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: They should not be too many.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Speaker, I am not talking
about the Industrial Court Judges. I have asked questions
in this House before about Industrial Court Judges and
I have directed those questions to Honourable Batshu.
Honourable Kgathi is answering in respect of High
Court Judges, what about of the Judges of the Court of
Appeal? The answer does not include Justices of the
Court of Appeal.
MR KGATHI: No I cannot be the one responsible for
teaching the members how to ask questions. If you want
to ask a question just ask and stop being ambiguous.
You said the Judges, and those are the Judges under my
area. For you to want to put me in vagueness by saying
“all judges” when I said some of them are under the
Industrial Court is not fair.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one.
DR P. BUTALE: Supplementary. My question to the
Minister is if we say you are the Minister of Defence,
Justice and Security, does it not mean that you are also
the custodian of “justice” as a sector in our democracy?
Incase there is a form of injustice in that department,
does it mean it would not affect you because your
concentration is only in your department?
MR KGATHI: You are saying you want to rule this
country, but how come you do not know that there
are assignments of the Acts which are assigned to the
Ministers? If that is the case then we should expect the
worst.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SECURITY (MR
KEBONANG): Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me
take this opportunity to wish everybody this…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR KEBONANG: Including the General, there is no
point of order.
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. Madam Speaker, we
are tired of Ministers who only come here when they
know that there are issues that need answers from their
Ministries, I am talking about people like Honourable
Kebonang. We have had it.
MADAM SPEAKER: It is fine, he heard you.
MR KEBONANG: I heard him Madam Speaker. I will
also remind my brother the Leader of the Opposition to
be in Parliament more regularly.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR KEBONANG: A very good new year to the
General that side who is my friend. Your valentine is
outside.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled.
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 111 OF
2016: RECTIFICATION OF THE LAWS
(ELECTRICITY SUPPLY (AMENDMENT) ACT,
2016) ORDER, 2016.
(Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and
Energy Security)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 125 OF 2016:
RECTIFICATION OF THE LAWS (BOTSWANA
ENERGY REGULATORY AUTHORITY ACT,
2016) ORDER, 2016.
(Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and
Energy Security)
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE REPORT OF
THE 54TH MEETING, 2014-2015 ACCOUNTS.
(Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! Sit down, where
are you going? You like moving. Yesterday when we
were here there was an issue that was brought up by
Honourable Nkaigwa, then I had to go get the Hansard
from the State of the Nation Address, checking as to
whether what he was saying yesterday was what he had
said at that time. I have both Hansards here and indeed
he had said exactly what he was saying yesterday.
The other thing that I checked for is that indeed as I
am always saying to you, address the Speaker, he was
addressing the Vice-President. I can only conclude
this by saying, Honourable Members let us choose our
words when we are in Parliament, buy all in all it is
exactly as he had said.

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL,
2017 (NO. 2 OF 2017)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: I am informed that when the
House adjourned yesterday, Honourable Makgalemele
was still on the floor and was left with 29 minutes.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Madam Speaker, I was still congratulating the people of
Rasesa for having voted the ruling Botswana Democratic
Botswana (BDP). I am congratulating them Madam
Speaker, for a well-deserved emphatic win. Madam
Speaker, the win is emphatic in many ways; one of the
reasons being that the Umbrella for Democratic Change
(UDC) had just accepted into their fold a new member
called the Botswana Congress Party (BCP) and they
were having so much hope that they will be able to win
this ward Madam Speaker, especially when you look
at the figures for the 20l4 General Elections, combined
vote for both the BCP and the UDC was 734 against the
BDP’s 717. Further to that Madam Speaker, there were
basically two independent candidates, one secured 133
and one secured 51. So there was so much hope on the
part of the opposition but the people of Rasesa spoke
and voted for the ruling BDP. We thank them very much
for that Madam Speaker.

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

Our discussion is on the 2017/2018 Budget and I want
to indicate that …
MR MOLATLHEGI: On a point of clarification.
Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable
Makgalemele. Before you go any further can you please
explain to us that if the people of Rasesa managed to
vote the BDP over a united Opposition whose numbers
even prove that they are many, does this mean that the
voters are not only looking at this unity but they are
looking for quality?
MADAM SPEAKER: Do not dwell much on that one,
this is not the place to discuss it.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I agree with you Honourable
Molatlhegi.
Madam Speaker, the 2017/2018 Budget; I want to
congratulate Honourable Matambo for being a good
custodian of Botswana’s finances and I think the
Honourable Members of Parliament including those
from across the aisle, they usually congratulate him
for playing this role quite effectively and diligently.
Therefore, I want to once again thank you Honourable
Matambo, do not be misled by some of misguided
utterances, for example, those that were said yesterday
by Honourable Nkaigwa. So just continue doing that
good job.
Madam Speaker, it is important that when we debate
or as we reflect on the 2017/18 Budget proposals,
those must be read together with the 2016 State of the
Nation Address, the National Development Plan (NDP)
11 approved by this Honourable House and the Vision
2036 as tabled in this Honourable House.
Before I continue Madam Speaker, I want to make a
clarification, when Honourable Matambo made his
presentation at paragraph 15, he did indicate that the
responsibility of creating jobs rests with the private
sector and that statement has not set well with Members
of the opposition. But I am not blaming them because
they are so confused. All what Honourable Matambo
was saying is that the people who are directly employed
by Government are basically the public officers (civil
servants), to simplify for them, but the private sector is
expected to play a leading role in creating jobs.
Let us take for example, the link road between Gaborone
and Phakalane built through Economic Stimulus
Programme (ESP). Once the tender was awarded,
Honourable Nkaigwa, the company that undertook the

Hansard No 187

10

Tuesday 14th February, 2017

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

project was basically the private sector. As Government
we simply presented an opportunity called the ESP and
then advertised tenders and it is not Government that
actually constructed that road. So in very simple terms,
very basic terms, that is what Honourable Matambo was
saying that it is the responsibility of the private sector to
play that role.

were dependent on the private sector coming forward to
take advantage of those opportunities. But on a weight
of the scale Madam Speaker, most of the commitments
that we have made as Government, we have actually
honoured them.

Madam Speaker, a Budget proposal presents an
opportunity for citizens. In fact Madam Speaker, most
shrewd business people, to them a budget is like a
tender document for the simple reason because some
key figures are presented in terms of the projects that
are going to be undertaken. Therefore, a budget presents
an opportunity for the business community to get ready
for the tenders, that when the time comes for the tenders
to be floated, the business community already knows
that such and such a project, estimated at this amount or
allocated this amount, is actually going to be tendered
for.
We are going into the Committee of Supply stage and
during that stage Madam Speaker, each individual
Minister will come to this Honourable House, make a
detailed presentation of how they are going to spend
both their recurrent and development budget. At this
stage more and more information is presented. I want
to appeal to the Honourable Members of this House
that, we should then go to our respective constituents,
inform them about what is entailed in the budget. This is
because the information that is presented in the budget
is basically information that our constituents especially
those that are in business can use to ready themselves to
go into business.
DR P. BUTALE: Clarification. Thank you very much
Madam Speaker, thank you colleague. I was listening to
you very carefully and you were speaking and describing
the budget as a tender document and as an indication of
an opportunity to invest. I want you to help me here with
the issue I raised yesterday of declining credibility of
Government’s ability to adhere to its policies or policy
pronouncements. I gave examples of Morupule B and
the partnership that was supposed to be your Botswana
International University of Science and Technology
(BIUST) and the privatisation of Air Botswana, how do
we move away from that?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Well, Madam Speaker, I
cannot stand here and argue that as a Government, we
have been able to honour every commitment. Some of
the pronouncements that were made Madam Speaker,

In considering this Budget proposal, the question that
ran through my mind was that, are there opportunities for
rural areas and young people of our country? Basically
that was the main question that was running through
my mind as I was analysing this Budget. In responding
to that particular question Madam Speaker, I want to
restrict my debate to three key issues. I want to talk to
the issue of eradicating abject poverty by December
2017, a commitment that I fully support and I believe
that it is achievable as presented at Paragraph 31. I want
to also talk to the issue of job creation and I want to
specifically support the Minister that the private sector
must continue playing a leading role.
I want to also talk to the issue of diversified sources of
revenue as presented at Paragraph 28 Madam Speaker.
Eradicating Poverty should not be looked at as if it is just
an event. We have not just woken up as the Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) through the 2017/2018 Budget
and said we are going to eradicate abject poverty, it has
been a process Madam Speaker. Quite a good number
of programmes, yes, we can argue as to whether all the
programmes that have been presented have been fully
accessed by our communities but the bottom line is that
it is a process that has started a couple of years back
and we are talking about abject poverty. That is what we
say by December 2017, we have set ourselves to have
eradicated it Madam Speaker.
As we continue with this journey and His Excellency
during the State of the Nation Address, we spent a lot
of time explaining the various programmes and policies
that have been developed and geared towards poverty
eradication. He even appraised this House on new
initiatives that are currently being bankrolled throughout
the country.
Madam Speaker, whilst I support all these initiatives and
believe that they can, they have and they will continue
playing a very big role in eradicating poverty, I want
us to step back a bit. I want us to appreciate that not all
poor people can be good business people and therefore
as we continue this journey of eradicating abject poverty
by the end of December 2017, I want this question to be
addressed Madam Speaker. Part of my thinking and it is
something that I have discussed with my constituents,

Hansard No 187

11

Tuesday 14th February, 2017

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

is appreciating the fact that not all poor people can be
good business people and again looking at the issue of
how best we can engage the private sector. I want us to
see whether there is room for us to fine-tune our poverty
eradication interventions to bring in the participation of
the private sector.

programmes, various education programmes including
Adult Education programme. We also encourage people
to continuously upgrade their education…

Madam Speaker, there are some poor people who are
just quite happy with a job being created for them and
they are not interested in themselves being business
people. I think that if this issue can be looked at, we can
partner with the private sector to create more jobs and
use some of the poverty eradication funds to partner with
the private sector and create more jobs for our people.
I think that would add further impetus to our efforts
of eradicating poverty in our country. Well, obviously
we can look at other programmes, for example; most
of our people who would ordinarily be employed under
Ipelegeng, would both be unemployed, poor people.
Maybe even with the Ipelegeng programme, I want
to repeat a suggestion that I have mentioned in this
Honourable House that we can also bring some element
of capacity building when people are employed at
Ipelegeng. We can bring in some capacity building
processes, for example; from the 20 days that they
are engaged in the Ipelegeng programme, one of the
days their capacity can be built in terms of the various
Government programmes that are available, that can
uplift them out of poverty. The other day they can be
taught on how cooperatives operate and they can be
taught on market opportunities that are available. As you
know Madam Speaker, the Economic Diversification
Drive (EDD) is one of the programmes that present
huge opportunities for business in this economy.
I think that if we can build the capacity of the Ipelegeng
employees so that they can acquire those skills, they
can graduate out of Ipelegeng. The whole idea is
that Ipelegeng is a short term employment creation
programme. Our desire as Government is that people
under Ipelegeng should ultimately graduate.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Clarification. Thank you
Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister. Well,
I do agree with you and I hear you very well on capacity
building of Ipelegeng employees. But Honourable
Minister, do you know their educational background?
Can they comprehend to the issues you are talking about
and also looking at their age level?
MR MAKGALEMELE: Madam Speaker, I think that
they can comprehend. As you know, we do have various

So, I think that they can comprehend.
Besides Madam Speaker, I am not talking of very
difficult teachings if you like. They can be taught in
Setswana and be told that when we say there is a market
we mean in these certain areas. When we say there are
certain businesses you can start and that as Government
we have a market, we mean having a market amounting
to this which involves this kind of goods. I think that
Madam Speaker is possible.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Elucidation. Honourable Minister, I really concur with
what you are saying, and I would like to elucidate to say
what you are actually driving at is that we must work
on the mind-set not necessarily to say someone has
ability to do this or not, but the mind-set itself has to be
worked on so that people can appreciate that they can do
something in life, they can do something for themselves.
Probably some of them is a question of saving, not being
able to save some money or knowing how to run their
small businesses. So, it is a question of working on the
mind-set that we are driving at. I thank you.
MR MAKGALEMELE: I thank you Father of the
House. I entirely agree with you.
Madam Speaker, the next point that I want to address
is job creation. As I have indicated earlier on, I made
clarification in terms of what Honourable Matambo said
when he was talking about the private sector playing
a much more leading role. I want to propose Madam
Speaker that, because the reality as we see it now is
that, the private sector yes has played a significant role
in creating jobs in our country, but given the amount
of opportunities that are being presented, the many
policies Madam Speaker that we have, the many trade
agreements that we have, your African Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA) your Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA). Our view as Government is that
the private sector can still play a much bigger role in
job creation. I think Madam Speaker; we must take the
responsibility as all Members of Parliament to say, in
our constituency, let us build the capacity of the private
sector. Let us make sure that even at the village level;
in Mokgenene, I should be able to call the business
community of Mokgenene or Kalamare, and be able to
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sit down with them to say, here is the Budget, this is
what our Budget is presenting as opportunities for you
to go into business, this is the market as presented by
the Economic Diversification Drive (EDD). Further to
that, if you produce enough for our economy, you can
still export in terms of the various trade agreements that
have been put in place Madam Speaker. Your AGOA for
example, the last time when I checked, it was presenting
to this economy about 2600 product lines that could
be sold to the huge American market Madam Speaker.
So, I think that we need to really go down, build the
capacity of the private sector, and present these obvious
opportunities Madam Speaker to them so that they can
take advantage of these opportunities for them to go into
business. This we should take up to the ward and village
levels. That is what I am proposing Madam Speaker.

as presented in the NDP 11 read together with the
budget proposal for the 2017/2018 Budget can actually
take our communities out of poverty and create more
opportunities in our respective communities.

Earlier on I was talking about the budget being simplified
and taken to our communities. The Budget Madam
Speaker presents bread and butter opportunities, and I
am sure if our communities, our business communities
at the community level can be made aware of enhancing
their understanding, their capacity, their appreciation,
Madam Speaker, we can see more and more of our
business people actually taking advantage of these
opportunities and creating more jobs for our people.
During the National Development Plan (NDP) 11
Madam Speaker, one of the proposals that have been
put on the table and approved by this Honourable
House is a concept called cluster development. Cluster
development in very simple terms says; let us take
advantage of a particular commodity. Let us take cattle
for an example. Madam Speaker, if certain people are
actually into ploughing of cattle feeds…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Lablab.
MR MAKGALEMELE: Well, whether it is lablab or
whatever, say in a village setting Madam Speaker, one
business can concentrate on that, the other business can
concentrate on marketing and selling of the lablab. The
other business sector can look at maybe concentrating
on weaner production, and then the other business can
concentrate on feedlotting. The other business can buy
a couple of mini vans ‘matshelonyana’ and start to, you
know market, and make sure that these cattle are taken
to the various markets. So, that is what we mean when
we talk about cluster development.
What am I saying Madam Speaker? I am simply
appealing Madam Speaker that some of the concepts

Madam Speaker, we need to do more on doing business
reforms. I am happy that Honourable Kenewendo has
noticed a question on doing business, as Minister’s
Question Time, I think for this coming Friday. It would
be interesting to hear very positive progress that has
been made by Honourable Seretse and Honourable
Butale in their Ministry. I am simply saying if there are
still any gaps Madam Speaker, let us do more to ensure
that the doing business reforms are actually fast tracked.
I think another opportunity Madam Speaker that we have
is on young people. I think we should do all we can to
address the idle time of a young person Madam Speaker.
If we address the idle time of a young person, in the
process of addressing that, we can create opportunities
for them to go into business. I always dream Madam
Speaker of a situation whereby our unemployed young
people during the day for example, can be engaged
in cooperative business. Later during the day, say, in
the late afternoon they can be engaged in some sports
practice. In the evening, they could be engaged in some
Botswana College of Distance and Open Learning
programmes (BOCODOL). At BOCODOL Madam
Speaker they have a programme called Certificate in
Small Scale Business Management. So, if we can get
more and more of our young people to take advantage
of this certificate in Small Scale Business Management
offered by BOCODOL, that can be taken up on a
distance learning basis, we can have more of our young
people actually fully acquainted on business processes
and having acquired skills that can allow them to go into
business.
I think Madam Speaker we do have an opportunity
because we can tap on the fact that we have cases where
young people are already organised Madam Speaker.
We do have constituency tournaments. The other day
at a funeral in Mokgenene where somebody from one
of the netball teams had passed on, and I presented a
proposal to them to say maybe as a way of honouring
her, why not mobilise yourselves, form yourselves into
a netball business cooperative so that you combine both
business and netball, and they did buy into that idea.
We can tap into cases where young people Madam
Speaker are already organised and bring in the aspect of
business so that they can help us create more and more
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jobs. What am I saying Madam Speaker? I am simply
saying there is an opportunity for us as leaders of this
country to mobilise more of people especially looking
at how they have already organised themselves Madam
Speaker.

Madam Speaker, the P10 million Community
Development Fund is a very good initiative. It presents
an opportunity for us to develop our communities.
Our communities have always wanted certain minor
projects to be undertaken. This P10 million facility is an
answer to that and I am hoping that this will go a long
way in terms of helping people in my constituency. In
fact during Kgotla meetings that I held, they were very
happy about the pronouncement that was made through
the State of the Nation Address, they were very happy
that this opportunity was going to be presented.

Madam Speaker, the other issue that I want to talk to is
diversified sources of revenue. I think it is at Paragraph
20 of the Budget Speech, Honourable Matambo talked to
a very important issue of diversified sources of revenue
and he proposes some ideas in terms of how he will want
to progress this thought process. I support him in terms
of diversified sources of revenue Madam Speaker. When
I debated the National Development Plan (NDP) 11, I
did propose that during the first year, it is my wish that
Honourable Matambo, you call a National Conference
on Diversified Sources of Revenue. I still feel that there
are many ideas that can be brought to the table. As that
conference is being called and I hope you will do it
because I know you to be a Minister who listens, some
of the following can actually be considered Madam
Speaker. I think the issue of Public Private Partnerships
(PPP), the only thing that I can possibly agree with
Honourable Phenyo Butale that he mentioned yesterday,
was the issue of enhancing the implementation of the
concept of Public Private Partnerships. I think we need
to do more on that Madam Speaker. I think it is one of
those areas that can be interrogated further when such a
conference is being called. I have just been asking myself
Madam Speaker to say, the road that we are expecting to
be built between Dibete-Mookane-Machaneng, could it
not be built by the private sector? Then we say to them,
you can for example install some tollgates and find other
means of repaying yourselves and we can possibly use
this money to build maybe roads that may not be able
to attract the private sector. For example, a road linking
Dibete, Poloka, Mokgenene and Otse, so that is where
Government funds should be going and then we allow
the private sector to go into projects of this nature.
Projects that can actually pay themselves back. I think it
is something that is worth being considered.
I think within this broad topic Madam Speaker, we
should also look at what I consider to be income
leakages and high costs. On income leakages for
example, when you take the road linking Molepolole
and my constituency, there is no weighbridge there.
We see a situation whereby some trucks divert from the
A1 Road to use that road, and there are no tollgates.
Income that we could have generated for this economy
is actually lost Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, in conclusion, as I indicated, I support
the Budget proposal for the 2017/2018 financial year.
I think the Budget presents huge opportunities for
us to develop this economy, create jobs and be able
to eradicate poverty. I want to remind Honourable
Members that during the State of the Nation Address,
at Paragraph 253, His Excellency the President in part
said Madam Speaker if you allow me to quote briefly,
“in achieving our vision of a better future whilst
overcoming our current challenges, it is not enough that
we have sound plans and practical, as well as positive
long term vision. To succeed, we must become much
more urgent in our delivery.” I want to say, with this
Budget Madam Speaker, as the President has suggested
at Paragraph 253, we must be urgent in our delivery. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): Let
me take this opportunity to first and foremost thank you
Madam Speaker and also applaud the people of Rasesa
for a job well done. I participated fully and that is why
you can see the outcome. Madam Speaker, I stand to
support the Honourable Minister for having brought
this very critical and very well constructed Budget,
well thought of. If you do not mind, listen, Leader of
the Opposition, just for the moment that you are here.
Madam Speaker, I am saying this Budget as indicated
by the Minister is very critical, having been brought
at a time when this Parliament has just approved the
National Development Plan 11. It is ushering in the
National Development Plan 11, together with the 2036
National Vision. It is a product as it follows that it is
a tool that is going to implement for the first year, our
six year plan. Therefore, it is a product of thorough
consultations in the sense that as you rightly indicated
when we debated the National Development Plan 11,
which you consulted widely with other sectors of the
economy, including the unions. Coming up with this
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Budget which is ushering in the National Development
Plan 11 and after such consultation, it is indeed in order
to say that it is a very critical Budget. I must indicate
at the earliest opportunity that it draws a lot of lessons
from Vision 2036, and it is very compliant with Vision
2036 as it is supposed to be the case of course, a tool to
implement our good policies.

neglected, yet it is the basis and is the one that informs
our Budget going forward, to the extent that our people
sometimes do not even appreciate why certain projects
cannot be considered and why we always talk about
scarce resources.

That notwithstanding, we need to interrogate the Budget
as it is. We need to come up with constructive criticisms
if they are there. I know some on the other side have
tried to criticise the Budget. Unfortunately some of the
utterances were very much misplaced. For example;
that one where you were asked to resign. I think it is not
constructive criticism in the Budget. It was off the mark,
misplaced by an Honourable Member who claims to be
very prophetic with some of the issues in this House.
MR NKAIGWA: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want
to appreciate from you Honourable Minister, if you are
given a task, somebody comes to us in March, requesting
that Government should reverse a billion Pula on BCL,
hardly six months down the line he comes back to us to
say he is liquidating BCL, will you give him a thumbs
up that indeed he is performing?
He comes again in February to give a Budget that he
is going to be taxing our parents; introducing property
tax in villages, he is also looking at reviewing tax
exemptions on Value Added Tax (VAT) factory products
whilst he has failed to introduce or come up with a
system that will ensure that the levy that we continue
to pay towards plastics that we continue to lose can
actually be benefited from by the Government. Should
such a person not resign?
MR TSOGWANE: I am not sure, I just yielded
unfortunately without even minding or caring whether
this was elucidation or point of order. I thought you were
raising a point of order, it is unfortunate, but I yielded.
He continues along that path which I am trying to warn
him against, but it is unfortunate that he is a man who
never listens to any serious warning.
Madam Speaker, Minister Matambo has given the
outlook and the basis of the Budget, on the basis
of economic outlook as it is. It is well composed,
constructed, researched and informed. So that economic
outlook in many cases, people do not want to deal
with that area of the Budget and not even explaining
it to the constituents when they are addressing their
Kgotla meetings. It is an area which most of the time is

So these are some of the things we need to teach our
people if indeed we need to change this nation and we
want this nation to grow, take responsibility and their
future into their hands. We need to teach them, we need
to move away from the mind-set where we think that
Government is going to provide everything anytime. We
need to ensure that our people take their future into their
hands, taking and playing the role they are supposed to
play in a development agenda.
We cannot continue along the path of always misleading
the people; the nation and always trying to criticize the
Government for each and everything, not even ensuring
that the Government’s role as you rightly explained is
that of an enabling environment. Even that position of
enabling the environment is not explained to the nation.
We always say the Government is not providing for this
and that and we are not even trying to guide our people.
So we must have a new mind-set, we must move from
the old mind-set where we think the Government is
going to provide everything.
When you were talking Minister and you were quoted
out of context like some of the people here who continue
to make noise, when you said Government is not there
to make business, Government is not good at making
business. Government is there to provide an enabling
environment and everyone knows what we mean by
enabling environment, those good examples are there.
You can go all over them, you talk about Information
and Communication Technology (ICT), infrastructure,
diversification of the industry, Economic Diversification
Drive (EDD) and all those programmes. That constitute
an enabling environment but the people think they
can take advantage of our people by not explaining
these things. Now they have taught them a lesson at
Rasesa that they do understand and appreciate what the
Government is doing.
That way of trying to cheat people by saying they will
come with this composition of parties, tomorrow they
will come with this concoction, that cannot cheat people,
our people cannot be cheated, so they understand the
politics of this country. Even if you try to confuse
them and tell them that Honourable Matambo said
Government is the one that should create employment,
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people understand what enabling environment is all
about and we need to emphasize and communicate this
to our people and we will do that Honourable Member.
We will help you in our Kgotla meetings, explain the
economic outlook and the basis for this Budget and
going forward we will continue to try to preach to the
people, communicate this paradigm shift, we need to
communicate it to the people. So we will not allow
people to be cheated the way they are being cheated.

programmes intended to create employment, to improve
the lives of the people and also better their lives, yet
there are those who benefit from those programmes
and not go all the way to try to achieve what those
programmes and projects are intended for. So I find this
element very paining.

Honourable Minster as you continued to deliberate
on your Budget, you touched on the issue of social
development. Let me first deal with the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP), which is said to yes, it
is going to create jobs. ESP has indeed created jobs,
because contractors have hired people in most of the
areas in our country. We have had ESP Projects, some
of them have been completed and delivered especially
by our Ministry, Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development. We have delivered a number
of Customary Courts, a number of housing for our
teachers, and a number of ablution blocks in our
primary schools. So ESP has created employment for
Batswana. Unfortunately Honourable Minister, we have
to strengthen the monitoring and evaluation aspect.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR TSOGWANE: The aspect or the ones that we
have included in this Budget. We need to look into
that, because when the project has been designed and
implemented, we need to go on and evaluate whether
they have achieved the right goals or the outcomes that
we intended, or those problems that we intended to
solve. That is the area that we need to strengthen.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR TSOGWANE: Again I must warn our people; our
contractors and our people in the private sector that they
must also take themselves seriously, because out of these
ESP projects, a number of them have impoverished some
of our people in the rural areas. Impoverishing them in
the sense that Minister, some people were employing
our people and they were taking advantage of that and
not even paying their employees to the extent that we are
not able to also hold them accountable, in the sense that
the contracts themselves, that we have entered into with
them, do not have that element where you can access the
employers and make sure that if they do not pay their
employees, then you can hold them accountable. We
need to strengthen that element, because we cannot have

I have some people in my constituency today who were
hired by Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC), those
people as I am talking to you today, a number of them
are stranded.
People have disserted the project somewhere and even
secured some of the materials. Indeed we have directed
those people to buy from the areas where the projects
are and they did that. They sourced bricks from some
people in the rural areas and the poor people have not
been paid to date. That is not good, it cannot be good,
it cannot be right. Minister, this is one area we need to
look into.
There is another security company which is also doing
the same thing. It is hiring a lot of people in my area
and I suppose in other places also they do not pay those
people. Yes, in Boteti. Some of them have been engaged
by the Councils and the Councils have no access to try
to mitigate or to try to force them to pay the employees
and I have appealed to the Minister of Defence, Justice
and Security to look into that area. I think I must say
it here on the floor of Parliament that it is a habit of
many security companies: they use people, they do not
pay people and some of them do not even provide the
right protective clothes. You can even accuse some of
them for child labour because some of the people they
hire there, you will find that they are supposed to be
school going kids or children, a serious message must
be driven to the security companies and I think it should
also be part of what the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security puts into place as one of requirements for their
license. I just lamented that because as we go around
addressing Kgotla meetings, people raise these issues
and we have to take them seriously because as we pass
the Budget today, we are actually saying, go and come
up with companies that will help people to improve their
livelihoods.
On social protection which I will tally it to social
development, I must say this Minister that we also
want to embark on a new park; we want that element
of paradigm shift to apply. All I am saying Minister is
that we are no longer going to be looking at the numbers
or not considering and evaluating what we ought to
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achieve: the goals or output. We are going to look at
the impact and interventions and we are not going to
be saying, we have enrolled so many people and not
going forward to say, out of those people that we have
enrolled, how many are empowered? How many have
we empowered to the extent that they can sustain their
lives outside the safety systems? This is what we have
been looking at. This is the result oriented path that we
would be following or trying to put in place.

sector as we have pronounced in the past, is an engine
of growth and we have had a National Development
Budget in the past under the theme, “the private sector is
the engine of growth.” If the private sector is the engine
of growth, therefore, it follows that the private sector
must create an environment and it would be using that
enabling environment as we have indicated.

As I have said Minister, the way we have been looking at
it or the way it is today, you will find that there is a high
visibility and very low impact interventions. We want to
move away from that to come up with a high visibility
of our problems, as well as high impact interventions.
This is how we want to move going forward.
Minister, I do not want to dwell much on the aspect of
Constituency Community Projects Programme (CCPP)
as I would introduce it at the sectorial debate or budget.
This was just to make a little bit of clarification that
this has been said and pronounced by His Excellency
during the State of the Nation Address. The whole
intention of these Constituency Community Projects is
to allow or permit communities to take active part in
development and be active participants in development.
It will provide a strategic framework for community
development in Botswana; trying to promote Local
Economic Development (LED). We will be bringing it
to Parliament. We have budgeted the P10 million but I
do not want to dwell on it now but just to clear the air
to ensure that this is a Government programme intended
to ensure that the community can also takes part in
the development, design and implement their own
programmes, and of course, there would be evaluation.
The programme is also intended to stimulate economic
growth at the local level throughout the country. This
is the whole intention of the Constituency Community
Projects Programme.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Butale is not listening.
MR TSOGWANE: Which Butale? I think our Butale
is always listening. Minister, as I have indicated, really
you have come up with a Budget that we can say will
yield results and our people will benefit a lot from this
Budget.
As I have indicated earlier on, we have an enabling
environment and I hope everyone now has taken it
clearly, you have made some interventions and tried to
clarify what you meant by that. In many ways, the private

The other thing is diversification. Some people
were critical of the continued pronouncement
of diversification. We will continue to announce
diversification because it is an outcome. We cannot
stop talking about the results and telling people that
they must have positive outcomes. Diversification is
not just for Government as you have indicated when
talking about job creation. Diversification is about all
parties; primarily the private sector which is supposed
to carry these things and make sure that the economy
is diversified. We come up with programmes as I have
said they are part of enabling the environment. We must
understand what this diversification is all about. When
I was addressing Kgotla meetings in my Constituency,
I told my people that they must diversify one of the
areas by trying to draw closer as much as possible to
what we call beneficiation in all sectors of the economy.
Beneficiation is not only about the mining sector or
minerals. Beneficiation must be realised from all other
sectors of the economy, including agriculture.
There are a lot of opportunities that our people are
missing when it comes to exercising or trying to
implement this aspect of beneficiation. You will find
that our people are producing mainly for beef and we
are a country that is experiencing a lot of shortage in
milk production. We have a lot of cattle here and the
only time our people think about milk production is
when they are thinking about a big project, where there
is a dairy project. Why cannot the small men who have
a few cattle come together and make sure that they
provide or supply milk to the dairy plant? Why can we
not take that route?
So, we need a lot of teaching to our people as far as
diversification is concerned. We talk about beneficiation
in terms of agriculture. You will find that people are
growing crops but even when the crops have failed,
our people are not able to see the opportunity to try
to gather all the stock and try to produce feeds for our
cattle. So, that is also part of beneficiation that our
people are supposed to do in agriculture. There are a lot
of opportunities, but every time people will be looking
at the Government and saying why is the Government
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not doing this for us? We really need to change the
mind-set of our people so that they can see opportunities
everywhere, see opportunities in each and every sector.
We need to do that.

cannot buy votes by encouraging lawlessness. What
kind of country are we building and what future are we
building for our children? There is a saying that “we
learn from the best”, “e e anyang e leletse e ruta e e mo
maleng”. So, I do not know how you understand this
Setswana adage. We really need to talk as leaders and
I implore all Members of Parliament to condemn that
behaviour. Some of them were even encouraging them
to come to Parliament then pretend here to say, “Why
do we have security all over the place?” What kind of
behaviour is that? I cannot understand their thinking. I
cannot understand such kind of thinking.

Before I tire from my presentation Madam Speaker,
I wish to mention one (1) important thing here which
some other people have talked about; that is about the
behaviour of our university students. Well, I do not
think any parent in their good sense can encourage that
behaviour. We are not saying the students should not
show concern. We are not saying the students should not
complain when there is need to complain, but all things
being equal, they all need to respect the rule of law.
From their formative age they must understand the rule
of law. If we train and encourage our young children
to do things as they wish, then I think this country will
not be in good hands in the future. Our students must
be taught that even if they demonstrate, they cannot go
on rampage and destroy property. The rule of law does
not only confine itself to adults. Every citizen must be a
good citizen and abide by the rule of law. So we cannot
encourage students as some Members of Parliament
were standing here, in the floor of Parliament condoning
what they have done. I do not think that is parental. We
need to show our children that even if they are hurt, they
cannot go to the extent of destroying property because
tomorrow they will be leaders and they will be building
that university that they have destroyed. They are also
destroying property of innocent people, things that they
have worked for. So we cannot condone that behaviour.
Some were accusing the Botswana Democratic Party
(BDP) for the statement that they have released that
the culprits must be brought to book. Where on earth
can we encourage such lawlessness? I do not think we
can encourage such lawlessness. Of course, when you
break the law you must be brought to order. So, we are
not saying those who have not done anything wrong
should also be punished. Someone was talking about
people being painted with the same brush. No, we are
not saying that, but the culprits must be brought to task.
I agree and really condone the statement of the BDP. We
need to mould good citizens for this country. We cannot
have lawlessness as some even adults in this Parliament,
have demonstrated. We cannot condone that.
I think we really need to talk with one voice as leaders.
We must know that it is our responsibility as leaders,
Chiefs, Councillors, Members of Parliament and the
community we must condemn that behaviour. So we

MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Speaker, I end my
presentation on that note. I thank you Madam Speaker.
I have concluded.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, he rose on a point of order
while you were still on the floor.
MR MMOLOTSI: Does he has a problem with his
hearing? Madam Speaker, I thought you will bring him
to order because he is making allegations which he
cannot prove that some…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible)…
MR MMOLOTSI: Let me finish first. He is making
allegations Madam Speaker and I am pleading with him
to substantiate those allegations.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Tsogwane, can you
respond to that.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I will
excuse the Honourable Member because he was not
there when some Members contributed. I am not even
saying which side of the House because really it was not
only coming from the opposition. Even from the other
side of the House there was just one (1) Member who
also alluded to that. He is condoning the behaviour. So
that is my evidence Sir. If you can get the Hansard, you
will see how some of the Members contributed. It is not
all Members, one (1) or (2) two. There is a saying that,
bad company corrupts good character.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order
Madam Speaker. Thank you Madam Speaker. I believe
that Honourable Mmolotsi has raised a point. You
alleged that some people were encouraging the students
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to come to Parliament, which is not true. If that is true,
can you furnish us with their names?

Parliament. That is a travesty of democracy Madam
Speaker and that should be condemned in the strongest
possible terms.

MADAM SPEAKER: He said both sides of the aisle.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Yes,
I would say that because by extension when you come
here and start to blame the security around and ask why
there is security around, of course you are saying there
should not be security, allow those people to come here.
So, by extension yes.
DR P. BUTALE: Point of order Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, if the Honourable Member said
something that he did not mean, he can simply declare.
He is alleging that there are some Honourable Members
who encouraged the students to come to Parliament, so
we want that evidence. I for one stated that if students
wish to voice out their grievances, I will support them.
I do not dispute that. Now you have mentioned those
that you allege were asked to come here, who said that?
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you, let me answer that
one, it is very easy. The same individuals who were
encouraging students or other people last time saying
they must parade here for unemployment, they are the
same culprits.
MADAM SPEAKER: Can I rest that case?
MR KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I also want to air my
views on the Budget Speech delivered by Honourable
Matambo.
Madam Speaker, first I want to register my displeasure
about the devilish tendencies, evil intentions of the
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) Government
where every time His Excellency the President is here
addressing Parliament, Botswana Television is here …
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. I want to confirm if
Honourable Dithapelo is allocated equal time like us.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MMOLOTSI: Wait Fidelis.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, proceed, it is 35 minutes.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Speaker, I was saying
all the time when the Government view is presented
in Parliament, Botswana Television is here, and when
it is time for the alternative view, it is not present in

When Honourable Venson-Moitoi was campaigning
for the African Unity (AU) Chairmanship, one of the
things that the country sought to propagate and project
to the African continent was that it was a model in
Africa. You are not a model. Just minutes ago, I was
asking Honourable Kgathi about the transparency of
appointment of Justices to the bench. Last year we were
in Kenya with Honourable Butale and there was a search
for the Chief Justice and interviews were televised.
So, why is it that you can go around claiming to be a
democracy when the alternative view is presented, you
instruct Botswana Television to not cover Honourable
Ndaba Gaolathe and Comrade Duma Boko? That is
devilish and it is very bad.
Madam Speaker, I wish to also point that I am very
happy about the development that the Botswana
Congress Party (BCP) has joined the Umbrella for
Democratic Change (UDC) and it may be the last time
that I speak here on behalf of the BCP. Soon you will
probably receive a letter to the effect that the two of us
here are Members of the UDC.
Madam Speaker, a lot has been said about the University
of Botswana (UB). Those students have a right to
assemble protests and petition and you know what, when
Mr Mogae was in Tanzania, he said these words; or
words to the effect that, “the Government of Botswana
does not respect the rule of law.” So, who are they to talk
about the rule of law? The same Government, people
murdered Kalafatis and they are free to kill today. Who
are they to talk about desecration of the flag? Let me tell
you about the desecration of the flag; in United States
of America (US) in a case of Texas versus Johnson, the
Supreme Court of the United States of America was
very clear that when you burn the national flag, that is
freedom of expression.
The Constitution guarantees freedoms, including
freedoms to hold opinions and freedoms of expression.
There was an attempt by the legislature in 1989 to
criminalise desecration of the United States flag and
again the Supreme Court on the 11th of June 1990, in
US versus Eichman, reaffirmed that that was freedom
of expression. So, yes, we encourage the students to
register their anger by burning the national flag. What is
wrong with that because they are expressing their anger
at your Government, the Government which Mr Mogae
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has said does not respect the rule of law. So, you cannot
lecture anyone about the rule of law.
Madam Speaker…

wants to create. Today you stand here in Parliament and
say, “it is not the primary responsibility of the state to
create jobs.” It is the responsibility of the state to create
jobs through public policy.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…

Madam Speaker, our country is still…

MR KEORAPETSE: Burning the flag is nothing. The
US Supreme Court has held two cases as I have said
Texas versus Johnson and US versus Eichman.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

This is the first Budget Speech since we celebrated
the Golden Jubilee. There is no doubt that Botswana
of today is better than Botswana of 1966, but in terms
of moving this country forward, you are bereaved of
ideas on what can be done. Honourable Matambo, try
to answer these basic questions; why is it that when you
compare Botswana with Dubai, the Tiger Economies
of Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan
is left behind? They took an economic marathon with
Botswana almost 50 years ago. Today how do you
explain this paradox that at the turn of the 21st century,
all the four Tigers moved from developing countries to
developed countries and Botswana is still stuck here?
Between the 1960s and 1990s, these Tigers registered
an annual growth rate of about 7 per cent and Botswana
outpaced these Tigers for 30 years because we were
registering over 9 per cent growth. Lately Madam
Speaker…
MR MMOLOTSI: Clarification. Honourable Member,
do you not think that maybe we do not have a vision.
Someone like Honourable Molale was in the public
service for more than 40 years and he later came to
Parliament to continue with what he has been doing in
the public service; redundancy.
MR KEORAPETSE: That is the problem. Honourable
Matambo, the difference between your Government and
the Government of Dubai or the original Tigers or Japan
is that they recognise that the legitimacy of any state rests
on its ability to cater for its citizens. They understood
that development is inherently political, it is unavoidably
political and that the responsibility of the Government is
to create jobs through public policy. We are not saying
that you should hire all Batswana in Government. We
are saying through public policy, that is how you must
create jobs. That is why in the US when you campaign
for elections; Bill Clinton when he stood against George
H.W. Bush was very clear that his target was to create
over 20 million jobs which he created. When Obama
stood against John McCain and subsequently against
Mitt Romney he was clear on the targets of jobs that he

MR KEORAPETSE: No, let me first go to my
points, you will clarify later. The country is still by
and large dependent on revenues from mineral export,
unemployment and underemployment, especially among
the youth is still at unacceptable levels; exclusion of
Batswana natives in favour of foreigners and naturalised
citizens. I am glad that Honourable Nkaigwa canvassed
this point very well, about how the economy remains in
the hands of foreigners.
Just to emphasise this point Madam Speaker, when the
Citizen Economic Empowerment (CEE) Policy was
made…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of
clarification. Thank you, I was yielding earlier on when
I was on the floor. Honourable Member are you saying
that we should create jobs through public policy; what
exactly do you mean when so many policies have been
developed in this country?
MR KEORAPETSE: I will explain what I mean when
I say you should create jobs through public policy.
Public policy simply defined, you can go and read
Thomas Dye he will help you. Public policy; anything
that your Government decides to do or not to do, that
is public policy. So now, the reason why Batswana do
not have jobs is because of, in some instances, your
inactions and in many instances your actions. So, I am
saying that it is your primary responsibility to create
jobs through public policy.
Now the consultancy Mr Speaker which informs the
formulation of the policy on CEE indicated that the
extent of exclusion from the economy was deeplyrooted. Let me give four examples:
i.
When you look at the average size of bank
loans accessed by citizens, around 2013, a few years
ago, it was 170 000 for Batswana while for expatriates
it was 800 000, economic exclusion.
ii.

The second example, when you look at the
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total value of contracts awarded by Pubic Procurement
and Asset Disposal Board (PPADB), citizens a couple
of years ago attracted seventeen (17) per cent and noncitizens owned companies taking seventy-eight (78)
per cent after fifty (50) years of independence. So, the
only thing that Honourable Matambo can do when he
is presented with these facts is to play with his phone
like he is doing. Even if it was myself, I would be very
ashamed at these statistics after 50 years of independence
presiding on an economy that empowers outsiders.

to keep the company afloat. Today they are even in our
market transporting MPs, and you are proud of that,
and you want to come here and tell us that it is not
the responsibility of the State to create jobs. The State
created jobs through investing in KIA Company. Go and
look at the companies that you give jobs to; Chinese
multinational cooperation and other multinational
cooperation, they are state owned, the state is directly
creating jobs. That is what I mean by public policy
Honourable Makgalemele. We actually take decisions
like closing a mine like BCL.

Mr Speaker, foreigners are the ones who can proudly sing
National Anthem “fatshe leno la rona” because indeed
this country is theirs. We can only sing the hymn by the
Catholic Church which says “re baeti mo lefatsheng
leno, la rona legae ke le le kwa legodimong,”simply
meaning that this is a temporary home for us since our
real home is in heaven. That is the song that befits us
Batswana, foreigners can proudly sing, “fatshe leno la
rona”
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of elucidation. I wanted
to agree with you Honourable Keorapetse because just
this morning there was a ground breaking ceremony in
Francistown for the Indus Hospital. I was shocked to
learn that the project is for the Indians, the consultant is
an Indian and the company that has been given the job
is a Chinese. So, now you ask yourself where Batswana
are.
MR KEORAPETSE: That is right Honourable
Member, look at remunerations, numerous studies have
been carried out, and expatriates get high salaries than
Batswana holding same qualifications and same levels
of responsibility in our country. Batswana are seriously
underrepresented at senior management levels in the
private sector. After 50 years of independence, and you
tell us that you deserve to be given another mandate in
2019, I do not think so.
Look at the Court of Appeal bench, it has been how
many years since we had graduates, we even have
PhD holders, we even have graduates from Harvard
like Honourable Boko, but look at the Court of Appeal
Justices.
Honourable Matambo, today here in Botswana, you
have KIA vehicles which transport Members of
Parliament (MPs) and you know what happened when
KIA was facing collapse in South Korea, the South
Korean Government bought shares in KIA Company

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Keorapetse pardon me,
Honourable Boko you are talking rather loudly.
MR KEORAPETSE: He is assisting me Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: no, if that is the way he is going
to assist you then it will get him in to trouble. Please
proceed Honourable Member.
MR KEORAPETSE: Mr Speaker, when the
Honourable Minister was saying it is not the primary
responsibility for the Government to create jobs, he was
actually contradicting what the BDP Government has
been saying. Vision 2016 had promised that Botswana
will have reached full employment by 2016; a promise
made by Government. I quote “the total number of jobs
available in the formal and informal sectors is in balance
with the job seekers.”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MR KEORAPETSE: It is Vision 2016. Pardon me
Mr Speaker, if you permit me, Vision 2016 talks to
that. I do not blame Honourable Matambo Mr Speaker
because he never stood for elections and he does not
know that the likes of Honourable Venson-Moitoi were
going around with a card, a red card labelled that the
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) seeks to create jobs,
first priority is job creation, but you come here and say
it is not the primary responsibility of the Government to
create jobs.
MR BOKO: On a point of clarification. I wanted to
add on to that issue about Honourable Matambo that
perhaps we can excuse him because he might be saying
things that are contrary to his colleagues as he does not
attend any party meetings nor has he ever attended any
bye-election or stood for elections and so he is has his
own opinion and what they say has got nothing to do
with him.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr
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Speaker …
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT (MR MATAMBO): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you
Honourable Keorapetse. I just wanted to say that if you
think that you will tempt me to get into freedom square
politics, which is what you are talking about here now,
I am not going to go into that. There is no way that I
am going to part with the Botswana Democratic Party.
I have attended many of the rallies so all the things that
you are saying are not true. Thank you.
MR KEORAPETSE: Mr Speaker, I wanted to talk
about the aftermath of BCL liquidation in Selebi
Phikwe. Cases of unemployment and underemployment
as well as poverty are high.
The Government had promised soft lending for former
workers of BCL. Many of the promises by Government
have not been fulfilled. There was a promise that people
will be paid between 12 and 18 months, that has not
happened. There was also a promise that utilities will
be paid by Government, that has not happened. There
was also a promise that the mine hospital would be
open until November 2017. This was said by the current
Minister of Minerals and that has not happened. There
was a promise that school fees will be paid for private
school going kids. Payments came late and only those
who were in the system were covered, those who were
new entrants of former BCL workers were not assisted.
Those who were injured or suffering from occupational
diseases were left in the lurch.
Mr Speaker, you know in Selebi Phikwe the planned
Polaris II projects could not take off simply because they
were inextricably linked with BCL. Projects such as the
sulphuric acid plant, the iron processing plant and other
envisaged businesses. Mr Speaker, other businesses are
holding back in terms of going and investing in Selebi
Phikwe because they have more or less adopted a wait
and see approach. So that is what we are experiencing
in Selebi Phikwe. Those who sought to build malls or
build properties, for example, the flying school which
was supposed to be in Selebi Phikwe airport, these are
some of the reluctant investors who have adopted a wait
and see approach. So the overall consequences on the
economy are dire Mr Speaker.
Small businesses that were directly and indirectly
dependent on BCL have collapsed. The informal sector
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has been negatively affected. Some private institutions
have closed their campuses like GIPS, UEL and even
banks Mr Speaker are reluctant to lend the people of
Selebi Phikwe. For instance, if you seek First National
Bank (FNB) property loan, wanting to build a house or
buy a house in Selebi Phikwe, you have to pop out 50
per cent. The bank can only finance 50 per cent. So these
are the things that we are experiencing in Selebi Phikwe
Mr Speaker.
Mr Speaker, when I was addressing Kgotla meetings and
consulting various stakeholders, they were proposing
solutions.
They were saying the Government should undertake
to pay retrenchment packages for BCL former mine
workers because these people were paid one month
salary notice and they were sharing this money with
commercial banks which they were indebted to.
There were suggestions that the Government should
do socio-economic impact assessment, just to assess
how the closure of the mine has affected Selebi Phikwe
people.
Many are suggesting a marshal plan of some sort to
Selebi Phikwe economy.
More specifically Mr Speaker, they are proposing
that the Government should set up the planned Coal
Liquefaction project by Botswana Oil in Selebi Phikwe
to try and revitalise the economy of Selebi Phikwe.
Secondly in terms of specifics Mr Speaker, they are
saying that there is a need for the Government to set
up some major headquarters of parastatals, Government
departments or Government ministries in Selebi Phikwe
to relocate them from Gaborone and setting them up in
Selebi Phikwe. I think that these proposals are not farfetched.
There was also a specific proposal Honourable Speaker
that there is a need perhaps to expand the Eastern
Military Garrison, maybe to a brigade and put more
soldiers in Selebi Phikwe than in other areas such as the
Sir Seretse Khama Barracks (SSKB) and Glen Valley.
There was also a specific proposal to relocate the
Department of Mining and Geological Engineering of
the College of Engineering and Technology at Botswana
International University of Science and Technology
(BIUST) from Palapye to Selebi Phikwe for the purpose
of establishing a BIUST Selebi Phikwe Campus. These
are the proposals that Mr Speaker I think the Government
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should think about.

not increase Value Added Tax because the burden will
be shifted to the consumers. Do not increase Income Tax
because it will result in reduced demand for products and
services. It will result Mr Speaker in reduced disposable
income and spending rate. It will result in increase in
price of goods thus reducing consumer spending and as
a result it will result in poor standards of living. So we
are pleading with you Honourable Minister of Finance
and Economic Development in reviewing efficiencies of
tax administration and in trying to get more revenue,
do not increase taxes that will result in eroding the
purchasing power of Batswana. That is our plea to you.

CEDA and other Government related creditors must
be considerate to businesses in Selebi Phikwe. This is
something that we need to look at Botswana University
of Agriculture and Natural Resources (BUAN), it has just
started as a University, it was a College of Agriculture
previously and it may have to consider putting up some
of their research centres in Selebi Phikwe just like the
University of Botswana has done with what was formerly
called Harry Oppenhemier Okavango Research Centre,
now called Okavango Research Institute which is based
in Maun. Something of that sort to make sure that Selibe
Phikwe does not become a ghost town.
You are saying through the Minister of Investment,
Trade and Industry that Selebi Phikwe is a Special
Economic Zone. This should not just be on paper, it
must be in practice in the sense that, when you seek to
open a business in Selebi Phikwe, it must be different,
because when you look at Special Economic Zones,
how they were done in China for instance, was that the
bureaucratic red tape was done away with and that is
how economies of various regions in China were turned
around. What is saddening Mr Speaker is that, this evil
Government has decided to put the BCL Mine under
provisional liquidation, under the pretext that there was
no business case. Today they are telling the papers, not
Parliament, not people in Selebi Phikwe that, there is
indeed business case and they have found investors
outside the country. If you wanted to privatise this mine,
why did you not pay the former BCL Mine workers
retrenchment packages and then do privatisation in a
proper way? Rather than throwing people into the streets
under the pretext that the resources which were mined
have been depleted when you know very well that it is a
lie. I have statistics of the BCL resources here with me
and I have presented them before this Parliament that
there are resources in Selebi Phikwe.
On taxation, the Minister spoke about improving tax
administrative efficiencies through amendment of the
Income Tax Act and Value Added Tax Act with a view
to come up with the Tax Administration Act. You know
what is worrying about what the Minister has said is
that, Minister you are not categoric in stating that you
will not increase taxes. What you are saying is that, your
statement leaves room for either increase of taxes or just
leaving the situation as it is. Our plea to you is that, do
not touch the taxes in terms of increasing taxes that will
affect ordinary people. Value Added Tax for instance, do

On the suggestions, go and deal with inefficiencies
at Botswana Unified Revenue Service (BURS), long
queues for instance, they discourage people, because
you are saying you are going to penalise those who are
not filing regardless of whether there is tax to pay or not.
We are saying that deal with inefficiencies of collecting
Government revenue at Botswana Unified Revenue
Services. Let us go digital. Talk to your Government.
The slow internet. The issue of the bandwidth, deal with
such situations so that people will be able to file tax
returns online. So, when we have those improvements
then we cannot talk about penalties which may result in
Batswana being negatively affected.
It is your Government Honourable Matambo through
you Mr Speaker which encouraged many young people
to go and register companies…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli you will collapse
the quorum.
MR KEORAPETSE: Today you are telling us that
those who are not complying in terms of filing tax returns
will be penalised. Think about the consequences to the
young people who you encourage to go and register
companies because money is going to be available, to
paraphrase what was said by Secretary General of the
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP). Even the Vice
President was encouraging that money is coming,
register companies. How many registered companies
of the youth have been given jobs by the Government?
Thousands of skilled and semi-skilled Batswana youth
can be assisted through employment tax incentives. Go
and consider employment tax incentives for the young
people.
I talked about how unemployment is a problem
in our country and we need to come up with a tax
regime, aimed at encouraging employers other than
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Government to hire young people at a reduced cost. So
we are suggesting to you that consider employment tax
incentives for the private sector to encourage them to
employ young people. When you do that it will reduce
employers cost of hiring young people through cost
sharing mechanism with the Government. Apply this
to our unique situation, such that you will not harm
the revenue streams of Government. Again when you
do this, this should be coupled with professional skills
training and development as well as capacity building
for the young people. You know the cost of having young
people being unemployed is that, they are not gaining
any skills nor experience. They are impoverished, they
delay setting up families and child bearing, they resort
to crime and immorality in their cost for survival and
they are depressed. When you look at the Happy Planet
Index, it has over a couple of years ago indicated that
Batswana are unhappy people. So when you look at
the nature of household poverty in Botswana, there are
three (3) professors at the University who have penned
an article, who have done a research, this research is
published in the Responsible Citizen, February 27,
Issue No.2 Volume 2. I want to quote Page 20 with your
permission Mr Speaker. The authors of the article are
Lesego Sekwati, Nettimi Narayana and Mpho Raboloko.
These are economists from the University of Botswana.
Can I quote with your permission Mr Speaker?

but perpetuate a culture of dependency which is not
sustainable in the long term”. So these are experts
advising you about all these programmes that you
always bring, that they would not yield results at the
end of the day. Our suggestion is that target 50 per cent
of our minerals for beneficiation. We have been saying
this over and over again. Do not export jobs to other
countries. Go and look at Import Substitution Policy,
so that that is the objective of the economy. Mobilise
domestic savings in sectors such as pension funds to
finance infrastructure development.

MR SPEAKER: Go ahead.
MR KEORAPETSE: “It is always critical to
attach timelines to policies and strategies to enhance
monitoring and evaluation. The issue of sustainability
is key especially for programmes such as Ipelegeng, the
key question to ask include whether the programme is
adding any value in terms of returns and investments
by the Government. Whether the process involves
proper project identification to ensure sustainability and
whether the institutions involved in the implementation
of the programme have the capacity or training to do
proper project evaluation. We argue that the answer to
all these questions is no”. Mr Speaker, this was not said
by the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) nor the
Botswana Congress Party (BCP). These are analysts
from the University of Botswana.
Can I continue to quote in the same page Mr speaker?
MR SPEAKER: Go ahead.
MR KEORAPETSE: “Because of this short comings
the programme is not likely to achieve stated objectives,

Enact a law on Citizen Economic Empowerment
through …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR KEORAPETSE: Well I have no time. I think you
will get your time. The African National Congress (ANC)
enacted broad base Black Economic Empowerment Act
to support their Black Economic Empowerment Policy.
So we are saying to support the Citizen Economic
Empowerment Policy enact a law, a law that will
empower the citizens and not empower those who have
captured our leadership today. There is also a need to
have targets on procurement from citizens. Clear targets
that you can be held accountable on.
Think about reformulating citizen reservation policy to
target high value venture. These are the things that we
are suggesting to you. Honourable Matambo, when you
read a book by David Magang, who is a former Minister
in the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) Government,
he is saying that, “when your conclusion is that the
private sector has not created jobs, then you must put
the blame on Government.” He is saying that in Volume
2 of his book, Delusions of Grandeur.
So the conclusion is that, it is the primary responsibility
of your Government to create jobs and such statements
are no longer welcome in this House where you want to
behave like Pontius Pilate, you wash your hands when
you are faced with a responsibility. People bring Jesus
Christ before Pontius Pilate to say, “we are accusing
this man of a capital offence,” then he says, “I wash
my hands.” This is what Honourable Matambo was
doing effectively when he said it was not the primary
responsibility of the Government to create jobs. We are
saying it is the primary responsibility of the Government
to create jobs through public policy. Proper public
policy. I rest my case.
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MR MARKUS (MAUN EAST): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Let me show that I am in support of Honourable
Mathambo, the way he laid out his Budget speech. We
have been waiting for such things. Let me explain that
he did say whole heartedly that this Budget speech
runs concurrently with the National Development Plan
11 (NDP 11) but everything in both plan will be done
accordingly.

so that we can have water. Bushes should be debushed
so that people can be able to work properly and perhaps
pave roads Honourable Members. We also appreciate the
P10 million issue Honourable Members, it will assist. If
you allocate P1 million into one constituency and one
ward each year for three years that P3 million can make
tremendous change. For those who think P10 million
is nothing can you kindly write letters denouncing that
P10 million so that we can take it and use it to develop
our constituencies as we really need it.

He showed that education will be given a large share
so that children could get quality education. This means
that, we will see an increase in the number of schools. We
will see teachers getting suitable accommodation, and
there will be sufficient books in the schools. Honourable
Members this is something we will gladly support. It
was indicated that there will be a second Ministry which
will get a large share and this is the Ministry of Health
and Wellness. We have acute shortage of medication
in hospitals but there will be improvement including
patient accommodation. There will be enough drugs
in the hospitals. Honourable Members we have also
indicated that the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development will be allocated the third largest
share. We will now have better Dikgotla structures and
transportation so that our Dikgosi can be able to work
diligently, because we are currently facing challenges.
We shall get into detail during the Committee of Supply
when each Ministry presents about the challenges
they face at the constituencies. We are grateful for this
budget.
He also indicated that Defence will also get a share
although some said it is completely useless. Right now
they are safe but when they are attacked they will see
the need to be prepared. Honourable Boko, I will talk
to you later, you are my friend. I am not done with
my debate I am still in the introduction. Honourable
Members let me indicate that I wish that the Ministry
of Land Management, Water and Sanitation could be
allocated a large share, this Ministry is the centre of our
livelihood. When you look at our residential plots at the
constituencies there are no roads, plots are not serviced.
They should service the land and see how they can assist
in improving people’s lives. We have no services like
water, electricity and roads, nothing not even telephone
lines. We have nothing Honourable Members. So these
are the things, we are waiting to hear what they have
in store for us. They should connect the storm water
drainage they are talking about which is our hugest
concern.
Water lines; there should be plenty of water lines below

It is a pity that everytime we talk about the issue of
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) our Minister
is not present. It is a pity, I really need his audience
because I have a huge concern; we are unable to develop
the constituencies. Growth means development and in
order for the country to develop one has to grow. We
are unable to build and this is a cause for concern, it has
stopped our projects which is a disadvantage. We have
to meet with the Minister so that if you want the country
to develop, the country is developed by the buildings so
that people can be able to build factories. It is currently
difficult to build so kindly discuss with your Assistant to
reduce urbanisation. It seems to be a serious issue that
side, it is not easy
Employment; Honourable Members, the government
cannot manage to create jobs and I have never seen a
country which has employed all its citizens. Even if
God can help you, I do not know how but if He can
help you then we borrow you and see what you can do,
you are also going to fail to employ people. I am not
disputing that there is unemployment in Botswana but
the government is making efforts but we are making
it seem as if the government is a devil. Why are you
calling the Government Satan? There is no Satan, the
government is making efforts, the government has not
yet achieved but she will improve.
Honourable Members let me talk about our internal
roads in relation to the upcoming budget and see what
you have in store for us in terms of roads, how you are
going to develop them.
Let me indicate that there are Members from the other
side of the aisle they oppose thus encouraging crime in
Botswana. Honourable Boko and your comrades, you
are the ones encouraging crime in Botswana. Right now
Honourable Boko when students are on strike you fail
to address them as leader and at least say, “as a Member
of Parliament, as a leader and future president I implore
you to avoid vandalising government property” but
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rather you informed them to seek refuge here away
from that devil the government. You encourage students
to do crime. These things will come and haunt you
and you will be unable to solve them. Honourable
Boko there is nothing you can do. Currently there is
high unemployment rate, there is strike, vandalism of
government goods and you are happy. It shows that
you cannot lead the country, you are someone who can
destroy the country. So Honourable Member I kindly
request that you should recollect yourself and inform
the students that, eventhough there is unemployment
and no allowance they should not do that, We heard
what you did and how you encouraged students but it
shall come back to haunt you if ever you can take over
the government. You are going to fail Honourable Boko.
I am pointing a finger at you since there is nothing you
can do.
Honourable Members with those few remarks I wanted
to appreciate the Budget Speech. We shall patiently wait
for it. We will debate it ministry by ministry. Thank you.
MR KABLAY (LETLHAKENG-LEPHEPHE):
Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me also briefly comment
on the budget speech presented by the Minister. People
from the constituency are always interested in knowing
about the Budget as to whether their constituencies
have been included. If there are not included then they
should start complaining. Mr Speaker, I think the budget
could be highly appreciated if it could include all our
constituencies. Honourable, the reason we are here is
to be the ears of our constituents since they cannot all
come to Parliament, that is why they send at least one
representative to listen on their behalf. If one is listening
and there is no change it is not good. I strongly believe
that we are all Batswana and are entitled to share the
little that we have but if some of us are only here to
increase the quorum and watch as other constituencies
are developing in terms of being given funds, it is
absolutely wrong. I would like to plead with you to
make sure that during the allocation of this budget, the
constituencies that lack behind in terms of developments
are taken into consideration.
It is said that the budget is very small therefore all the
Ministers responsible for each Ministry should make
sure that these funds are utilized adequately. Our
councils and Ministries should be encouraged to make
use of these funds and we should not hear of instances
of funds that have been returned to the Government
because they have not been utilized while some of us
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are struggling in our constituencies. There is lot of
poverty and we are told there is shortage of funds but
some Ministries still manage to return unused funds to
the Government.
Mr Speaker, this matter needs to be taken into
consideration; there should be managers who can be
able to manage Ministries. Ministers should make
sure that these funds are fully utilized by making sure
that different constituencies are assisted. In a nutshell
I believe every Ministry must fully utilize the funds
that will be allocated to them in order to bring some
developments to our people.
This is a political Government in which for someone to
be voted into power, there should be a clear good trail
of what they have done for the people. If I am going to
campaign and ask for people to vote for me while I have
not done anything for them they are going to wonder
why they should vote for me. How can they vote for
me when I have nothing to show? How can they vote
for my Government? Things have changed, you cannot
trick voters; they are well informed and if you try to
trick them they will get you when it comes to votes.
This is how painful it is to be an elected Government
Mr Speaker therefore it is very important that we see to
it that the public funds are fully utilized.
You talked about water; we have long been complaining
about water because water is life. Where there is no
water, there is no life. How would you prepare food
for the family? How would they have their bath? The
Minister stated that the budget will mainly focus on
water; we will get the water supply from the north as
they have more water. We also need to develop our
boreholes so that they can efficiently store water for our
people to have access to clean water. There are rains but
the problem is, our boreholes needs to be dug in order to
store this water and furthermore this water needs to be
cleaned before consumption. We are waiting for water
from the north; when are we going to get this water
when it is said that it is an expensive process to get the
water to this side?
Therefore Mr Speaker, our plea is that in this current
budget, our constituencies that have been complaining
of shortage of water should be supplied with it; we
should not be neglected when the time comes to supply
us with water and rather focusing on the constituencies
that I heard being mentioned.
Mr Speaker, today’s life is very difficult; everyone is
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trying to do all they can to make ends meet. We have
a problem of land allocation; the process is very slow.
The Government wants to improve people’s lives; there
are some programmes in place for this purpose as well
as banks that are willing to assist people. The banks are
willing to assist the people but the problem is that there
is no land. The land board is very slow in allocating
land to the people. There are lots of Government
programmes like Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA)
but these programmes are not used because there is no
land to build the houses. There is lot of backlog in every
region; we do not understand when and how people will
be allocated land in order to make use of programmes
like that of SHHA.

our villages. This programme is working but the only
challenge is that it is a bit sluggish. People have long
been promised to be assisted with goats and chickens,
but nothing is happening. The only time when thing start
moving is when the President assigns a delegation to go
around checking whether projects are taking place. If
that does not happen, us alone as service providers, we
do nothing. Mr Speaker this just shows that if a Manager
could do their job very well, there could be progress.

This is an issue of great concern in the constituencies.
The banks are willing to assist our people but in order
to do so they need to see their land certificates; which
they do not possess due to this problem. How are our
people’s lives supposed to improve if the land board is
not willing to allocate land to them? Let us stand up and
make sure that our people are allocated some land in
order to make use of all these various programmes.
Mr Speaker, the idea of not overcrowding the towns
has always been there; therefore we need to make
some development in the rural areas. This is what the
old Government used to say. As a Government we
usually take time in implementing things that would be
beneficial to us. We have taken too long to implement
this plan that is why the towns are currently so crowded.
There are no developments in rural areas. I think we need
to look into this and implement this very good idea so
that our people will be comfortable with building their
homes in the villages. Jobs will also be created in the
process in the villages; we will be able to have brigades
in the villages as well as mechanics for cellphones and
computers. We should have long done this so that our
people will be able to help themselves.
We still have time Mr Speaker to implement this and
try to improve our people’s lives. This would reduce
overcrowding in Gaborone and high rates of poverty
where people are working in Gaborone for wages as
low as P900. What is one supposed to do with P900?
This P900 would be much better if one was based in
their home village where they have their own home
and surrounded by family. We need to work on this and
make some improvements.
Mr Speaker, we had said that the programme of Poverty
Eradication will assist us in developing ourselves and

The Government has released some funds and put the
District Commissioners in charge of them in the various
districts so that those who applied for the Poverty
Eradication projects could have easy access to the funds
rather than travelling to far places such as Gaborone.
Now the funds are just there; just decorating the coffers
at the District Commissioner’s office. Nothing is taking
place there. People are still lamenting as they have
always done. One then wonders why so much money
is kept at the District Officer’s office, yet people in our
constituencies are still lamenting and suffering when a
budget for Poverty Eradication is there; people not being
given goats nor chickens; where should we turn to for
assistance? Mr Speaker let us arise to ensure that District
Commissioners in the different areas help people. They
should not just be District Officers who only wait for
Thursdays to join people in holy matrimony. We do not
want such District Commissioners. We want District
Commissioners who help people. People should not
only keep complaining and even when they do so,
there would be no one to help them, and they would
be looking for the area Member of Parliament to assist
them. These are some of the things that we want to
present before you.
Mr Speaker, as it has been said, Ipelegeng is a
programme which can assist with regard to increasing
the economy of the village. The challenge is that, as we
have been saying, it does not employ everyone in the
village; there are those who are eligible and those who
are not. It is high time that the Government increased
the enrolment quota because we have observed that it is
indeed assisting us back in the villages. We should find
where we can source some revenue so that we would be
able to increase the number of people who will take part
in the Ipelegeng programme because it is the only one
that we are counting on in rural and remote areas. There
is nothing else we are banking on. If I were to stand here
and talk negatively about Ipelegeng, what am I going to
do with those people? What am I going to do because
the reason there is a livelihood in that area it is due to
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Ipelegeng. Without Ipelegeng there is no life.
Let us ensure that we augment or improve Ipelegeng in
our areas so that the programme would be able to assist
people, to enable the economy of the area to improve;
to enable people to live better lives. Even though some
people are saying it is not right, what can we do? There is
a difference because when one is engaged at Ipelegeng,
at the end of the month they are able to buy toiletries
for themselves; they can even buy groceries for the
children and clothes, so there is a bit of a difference.
That is why we are saying, we request that the funds of
Ipelegeng should be increased to be able to create more
jobs. We should not just remove shrubs and chop trees,
or cut grass; we should be able to construct buildings
Mr Speaker.
Our people are crying foul that there are no storerooms,
no toilets, there is nothing, yet there is the Ipelegeng
programme which if it functioned like the former
Ipelegeng, we would not be facing such challenges.
In other areas they face challenges of lack of funds to
build storerooms and other things, that being the case
Mr Speaker, there is no legacy. The current Ipelegeng
should create a legacy so that in future when it is no
longer there we would point and say this was done
through the Ipelegeng programme, we built such and
such a number of storerooms, and such and such a
number of toilets. Cutting grass alone is not working for
us because in future we will have nothing to show which
was achieved through Ipelegeng. My request is that, we
should be serious and see to it that Ipelegeng attracts a
number of people, and construct some buildings.
Mr Speaker, every time we are here we are informed
that there is a policy for people with disabilities which
will be brought to Parliament. I do not know what is
delaying this policy. We are not supposed to delay such
things because when a Motion is brought here in future
as the Government we are going to say, “Yes, this thing
is in the pipeline, it is going to be done.” Yet we would
have been the ones as the Government who would
have caused a delay. This policy regarding people with
disabilities is of serious concern. Let us see to it that it is
presented before Parliament and we should hear what it
has in store for people with disabilities because they are
complaining that they are not being duly assisted, their
concern is that, only one group is being assisted, and
they are wondering when they are going to be helped.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you not lamenting
as well?
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MR KABLAY: Yes, I may cry but I am a bit better; but
in any case they have expressed concern. This is just
something that I wanted to comment on.
Let me also talk about tenders; we are grateful that there
are tenders in our constituencies. Tenders can improve
the economy of a village. Right now there are people
who go around tendering through briefcase companies;
such a person would not be having a shop in Gabane nor
Lephephe; they would just tender from their briefcase and
they would be able to supply the village with food. Now
when this individual faces challenges and they fail to
supply commodities, people in the area would not know
where to find them. People would have waited, and the
one who won the tender would not supply on the agreed
time causing people to starve, not having anything to
eat, whereas the Council would have authorised that
they should be supplied with food. Mr Speaker, we have
to realised that an agreement was made that, tenders
would be awarded to people so as to improve their
existing shops and give them more business so that they
could employ people in that village; this will in turn
mean that the revenue remains in that village. When
there are five people working, the revenue would be
able to flow in shops at Lephephe village. There should
be somewhere they are benefitting. Lephephe residents
should also be able to work, and their village should
grow. If people come with briefcase companies, and we
award them tenders; it is not something I deem good for
us. These are some of the things that we should address
so that our constituents can benefit as they have shops.
This will enable them to sustain themselves and thus
help other people.
As we start our budget session, as a Government
we should really address these things. We should
be aware of the fact that, these things can enable our
people to develop and grow from one level to another.
Our intention is to help people. Our intention is also
to improve the lives of people; when other things are
trailing behind, it does not make sense.
As the Government, we always we want to uplift the
standard of our Dikgosi. Currently the way they are
living in our districts is heart breaking. Their conditions
of service are very poor; they do not have office
accommodation and are paid low salaries. Even when
one is addressing a Kgotla meeting as a Member of
Parliament, and you ask if that person is Kgosi you will
be told that, “Yes indeed he is Kgosi.” When you see
him at first glance you would just be seeing an ordinary
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person. As the Government, it seems we have not done
much in uplifting the status of our Dikgosi to bring them
at par with the current life situation. When a kgosi is at
the Kgotla, they should be dressed in a manner that suits
their status. These are some of the issues that I wanted
to touch on Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, we should all be
accountable for what happens with the students, we
should all take responsibility, and lay aside our political
affiliation and address the situation, call students to
order and show them that their future lies in their hands.
We should not let them vandalise government property
when they are angry. We have to groom our children to
observe protocol, when they have concern they should
raise it so that it could be solved amicably and not resort
to violence.

settle a debt. I therefore take it that, these students could
have made a peaceful demonstration and sought audience
so that they may be assisted as they have already been
assisted. Why were they assisted? If at all there was a
challenge in assisting them, as I already know there was,
or whether some officers sat on their jobs when they
were supposed to process the payments. The students
had no right to do what they did because they did know
where the problem was. Let us encourage our children
that violence does not solve anything because we do not
know, it could occur again and then the damage goes
beyond that which was done just recently. Currently
those students are back home, and they have got nothing
to do. Where are we going to get the money to renovate
all that has been vandalised? Probably it is going to take
to up to a year, or even two years to repair the damages
done to the school, and during this time, where will they
be? And those who did not form part of the strike are
affected as well. Honourable Member these things are
not good. As the leadership, we should discourage this
behaviour so that our children know that it is wrong to
do something that is not right. I rest my case sir.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of clarification Mr Speaker. While at that Honourable
Kablay, which I agree with you, I do not know if you were
here yesterday when the likes of Honourable Phenyo
Butale declared that they condone what happened and
they in fact supported what the students did, something
which you are against. What kind of people are they in
our community Honourable Member?
MR KABLAY: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Member, we are not supposed to do that. We should
not be inciting students to turn to violence, if an elder
supports a violent behaviour displayed by students then
they are out of order, how are they going to reprimand
those children because they take the responsibility of all
children. It is of no use when one is a good parent at
home and advises their children of good deeds and then
they mislead other children out there. My request is for
us to lead children in the right direction…
MR BOKO: On a point of clarification Mr Speaker.
Thank you Honourable Member for Lephephe. Were
you not supposed to discourage the idea of not paying
students their living allowances for quite some time
when no one did anything about it? Were you not
supposed to discourage that behaviour which led to an
action taken by angry students who were not paid their
allowances?
MR KABLAY: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Member, I take it that one cannot take the law into
their hands even when they are owed by another. There
are procedures to be followed when one owes another
person. There is nowhere in the law where it is stated
that one should take law into their own hands in order to

MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like
to also comment on the budget as presented. We have
to know what the budget seeks to address, what it is,
and what it means as well as the challenges it aims to
address. Then we should look at those initiatives which
we have set for us, the challenges faced by the country
and how we want to address them.
Looking at the Budget as presented by Honourable
Matambo, there are a few aspects which I concur with
but most of the points, I do not support them because
they are not in line with each other. We were given
the newly developed Vision 2036, and the National
Development Plan (NDP) 11, and then I looked at the
Botswana Democratic Party mandate; all these are not
in line, they do not complement each other. There is sign
of where these documents are leading to. If I were just
outside this Parliament, I could just express my lack of
trust in this government. The government never keeps
her word to do what they promised to the nation. So
there is a difference, and one could just translate to them
talking versus implementation. They do not do what
they say they would do.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mokgware. We
seem to have lost quorum. No, we are quorated. Proceed
Honourable Mokgware.
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MR LELATISITSWE: No, he had yielded for
clarification. I hear you Honourable Mokgware.
You mentioned that there is that which the Botswana
Democratic Party promised the nation and does not do,
and is not in line with the budget, maybe you could
clarify more on that so that we are on the same page.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Member. I am coming to that point. The reason why
I said there is an element on fabrication is because
during the general elections campaign, there was a red
card endorsed by the President of the BDP, in that card,
the number one priority on the list was employment
creation; that is what you said. Therefore now you come
to Parliament and tell us that the BDP does not create
jobs and the government is not responsible for that, no!
You should not be saying that. You have now changed
to say that you only create a conducive environment;
you are not supposed to create jobs, but now we are
saying to you, you create jobs through a public policy.
Therefore it means that what you had in your card does
not match what you are doing on the ground. Moving
on to the 2010 Revised National Population Policy, you
are still emphasising that you are going to create jobs,
you are not saying you are going to create a conducive
environment for the private sector to create employment.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of clarification Mr Speaker.
Thank you Honourable Speaker. Thank you Honourable
Member. I will be very brief . What is the difference
between focusing on employment creation by providing
a conducive environment to ensure that jobs are created?
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be allowed to quote where Honourable Matambo said
Government does not create employment? Maybe he
can read that thing. Can it be allowed?
MR SPEAKER: Yes, it is. Honourable Lelatisitswe,
you could have asked him to clarify where those words
are found. Honourable Mokgware, direct them to that
statement.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: My intention was not to
quote verbatim. I was saying it is written in there. He
explained that his job is not to create jobs, it is to create
the conducive environment. It is there, if you want it, you
can find it in Honourable Matambo’s Budget Speech.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Let me continue.
Therefore it does not tally with the pledge made on
the card. This means that you ran for elections under
deceitful pretext …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: No, do not disturb Honourable
Mokgware. You have the Budget Speech, read it for
yourself.
MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order. Mr Speaker,
thank you so much. I was saying if the Honourable
Member cannot read, it means that he needs to withdraw.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ...(Inaudible)…
MR LELATISITSWE: No, he needs to withdraw if he
cannot quote.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Okay, thank you very
much. Thank you. Honourable Matambo was reading
from his speech that the government does not create
jobs but creates a conducive environment. He did not
talk about the focus that you are talking about. Saying
that shows lack of honesty because this means that you
ran for elections to be voted by people with the hope
that you are going to create employment for them. What
I expected from the current Budget is an explanation on
how many jobs you are going to create by the end of the
year. There are targets that you set for yourselves here
in this National Development Plan. That being the case,
it is …

MR SPEAKER: Order! No, do not do that. What you
could be saying is that if Honourable Mokgware wants
to quote what Honourable Matambo said, he should do
so, word for word because it is there in the booklet he
is holding as he said…which page? Have you found it
Honourable Mokgware?

MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order. Thank you so
much Mr Speaker. I was saying because my colleague
here is debating Honourable Matambo’ Speech, can he

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Procedure.Maybe you can guide us because now it
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seems as if we are arguing with the Honourable Member
and the Speaker. The procedure that I am raising is that,
they are calling for a point of order, maybe it is not order
like you have said but procedure because sometimes an
Honourable Member can paraphrase what was said by
another member, what do we do then, do we just leave
it like that.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: 20?

MR SPEAKER: Father of the House, that is why I am
said Honourable Mokgware should read everything on
that matter. Proceed Honourable Mokgware.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Alright, Paragraph 20
Page 5 explains in the middle because I do not want
to start from the beginning, it says, “it is important to
clarify that the principal role of the Government is not
to create jobs directly…”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Directly.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes. “…but to provide
the conducive macroeconomic environment…”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order!
MR SPEAKER: No, order! no, wait…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Why are you skipping
‘directly’?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Tsogwane, wait.
Honourable Mokgware, do not cause disorder, are you
not reading Paragraph 35? Just quote it like it is and do
not skip anything.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No, Mr Speaker, it
depends on where I want to stop when quoting because
I want to use those words only…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I am looking at the time
therefore I cannot quote the whole booklet because …
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mokgware I have
stopped timing you. I said you should quote all of
Paragraph 35.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: All of it?
MR SPEAKER: Yes, as it is.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: It says, “Madam Speaker,
as a general principle, economic development and
employment creation requires rapid economic growth.
However, over National Development Plan 10 which
ends in March 2017, our economy grew on average
by about 3.8 per cent. The economy is also forecast to
grow at average of about 4.4 per cent per annum over
the entire National Development Plan 11. These growth
rates are lower than the early 1980s rate of 7-9 per cent
and SADC regional targets of 5 per cent. Such rates
are not sufficient to adequately address development
challenges of unemployment, poverty eradication,
and income equality. With regard to employment
creation, it is important to clarify that the principal
role of Government is not to create jobs directly but to
provide a conducive macroeconomic environment to
facilitate development of the private sector. The private
sector in turn is expected to take advantage of such
an environment to undertake investment which would
contribute to the growth of the economy and creation of
sustainable employment opportunities. ”Now…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes, close quote. Now,
can I continue Sir?
MR SPEAKER: Proceed Honourable Member.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Government in the red
card …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: In the red card …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order. Point of
order.
MR SPEAKER: Do not shout, I can hear you very well.
MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Since the Honourable Member cannot qualify
his first statement, he needs to withdraw.
MR SPEAKER: No, which one Honourable Member?
MR LELATISITSWE: He said the Government does
not create jobs, so he needs to withdraw that statement
because he just read …
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR LELATISITSWE: It means you are not telling the
truth. You read.
MR SPEAKER: No, he quoted partially…
MR LELATISITSWE: Yes, now he has read up to the
end.
MR SPEAKER: No, sit down and stop debating with
me. He quoted partially. He just pointed out what
Paragraph 20 says. He understands it just the way you
too understands it, leave him to continue.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: This means therefore that
the statement has changed because the red card stated
creation of jobs. It means that Botswana Democratic
Party (Domkrag) went for elections under deceitful
pretext. Now I am saying, it is not fair, you are not
being fair and truthful to our voters. That is wrong and I
think it is a result of inviting a horde of journalists with
cameras here when Honourable Matambo was giving
Budget Speech and when an alternative comes, which
you also want of which you always say that Opposition
never comes up with an alternative, you do not allow
any camera here. Even when Botswana Television news
were read, nothing was mentioned from Opposition,
only news about the activities of Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP) youth in Tsabong were reported. These
things are wrong, they are not good for democracy,
you are not building government, you are not building
the nation rather you are destroying. As a Government
which prides itself in democracy and believes that you
are the shining example of democracy, you should have
tolerance Mr Speaker. The BDP does not have tolerance
on the opposition parties, they do not tolerate. Even
when there is something good, they do not want it to
be seen. That is why they recently gave an example that
covering forty (40) BDP events and five (5) Umbrella
for Democratic Change (UDC) events shows tolerance.
You are not building the nation …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Honourable Kgathi, you
are not building the nation. Therefore, such issues that
entangle around the unfairness of media coverage does
not represent us well.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Now coming down on
to the issues of unemployment, when we look at the
Revised National Policy which was crafted in March
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2010, it also touches on the importance of creation of
jobs. We are faced with a challenge of unemployment
in our constituencies. When you go to my constituency
in Gabane-Mmankgodi, young people are unemployed
and the budget is silent on what we should expect this
year, how many women and youths are going to be
elevated from poverty.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of procedure.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: These are some of the
issues that the budget need to be very exclusive on so
that …
MR SPEAKER: Standing Order 53.2
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Standing Order 53.2
please.
MR SPEAKER: No, I am referring to you Honourable
V, you want to cheat on me.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Mr Speaker,
this is serious.
MR SPEAKER: You stood first on a point of
clarification and then you changed.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): No, I
will explain.
MR SPEAKER: Just hang in there and allow for some
minutes to elapse.
DR VENSON-MOITOI: I will explain Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Just hang in there.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I think it is a bit unfair
because when they keep interjection, they are using my
time. I am worried about the unemployment rate in my
constituency.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It is a matter of the
record Mr Speaker, procedure.
MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND
COOPERATION (DR VENSON-MOITOI): On a
point of procedure. Pardon me Mr Speaker for appearing
as if I do not take heed of your rulings. The Honourable
Member on the floor has stated that, “only 20 of these
things are covered under the ruling party while for UDC
is five (5)”, we are not sure of what he is referring to
when he says these things.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Sorry, I meant activities
Mother of the House, because you want me to make it
clear.

There is no how you can develop a Motswana if you do
not allocate them land and their own place to stay.

The other issue that gets me worries in this Budget is
that, they are going to…
MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure. Mr Speaker
you are very, very unfair. On several occasions, Members
especially from this side have wanted clarification
where the Member on the floor refused to accede
to that and after they have frequently requested for a
point of order or procedure you have always refused,
because they initially stood on a point of clarification.
Now Honourable Venson-Moitoi has managed to stand
on a point of ‘clarification’ which she later changed to
‘procedure’ and you gave her the floor, let us stick to
the standards and let them be applied. They should not
favour anyone just because the other one is from Chad
because some of us are not from Chad.
MR SPEAKER: What is he trying to do because I have
made a ruling on that. Proceed Honourable Mokgware.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: My constituency decries
land allocation. When applying for a plot in GabaneMmankgodi, you have to wait for more than 20 years.
When I look at the budget, it is silent on the number of
plots that will be allocated for my constituency because
about …(Interruptions) … 36 000 plots…
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of order. Thank you very
much Mr Speaker. I take exception to what Honourable
Kgoroba said, I know he is not holding the floor, but the
words he has used on the Mother of the House that she
is from Chad, I fail to understand how they relate to this.
I find it utterly rude and disrespectful and I do not think
it is in line with the decorum of this House.
MR SPEAKER: Just let it go, there is nothing you can
do about it.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: To apply for a plot in
Gabane-Mmankgodi, it takes more than twenty (20)
years. I think this is the only constituency in Botswana
which experiences such difficulty when it comes to
applying for plots. Even in Honourable Lelatisistwe’s
constituency, it does not take that long. This is unfair
to the constituents of Gabane-Mmankgodi. It is totally
unfair, because even the Budget is silent on that. Only
37 000 plots have been planned to be serviced while
we have more than 104 000 people on the waiting list.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of
clarification. Thank you for the clarification. When you
were campaigning to be elected, you stated that you
will address the issue of land allocation and it scooped
you a seat in Parliament. Now I am surprised that you
are submitting your qualms to the ruling party and
Honourable Matambo and you are complaining that he
is quiet on those issues. Can you tell us what is your
alternative view regarding solving the problem that your
constituents are faced with, with respect to land.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Ok! Thank you Honourable
Member, you are telling the truth. Honourable Kgathi
let me tell you this, the money that you are splashing
through corruption, the leakages which are coming
through corruption in your Government, that is the
money which can be used to service the land in Gabane,
it is the money which can be used to compensate people
in Gabane-Mmankgodi, do you understand?
MR KGATHI: On a point of order. No Mr Speaker, the
House is out of order unless the Honourable Member
can bring evidence that the money has been spent
through leakages of corruption. He should withdraw
that statement unless he has evidence, otherwise the
House is terribly out of order.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware I did not
quite understand what you said, I was still busy doing
something here, can you explain what you were saying?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I am saying the money
that is wasted through corruption or leakages should be
the money redirected to servicing of plots in GabaneMmankgodi that is what I am saying. That is the money
that could be used.
MR SPEAKER: Wait a minute. That is what
Honourable Kgathi is asking you to explain.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: We were reading the
newspapers that money is being used in corrupt
dealings. We have learnt that P600 million is missing
at the Ministry of Education, do you understand. There
are other many corrupt dealings from other Ministries
like Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources
Conservation and Tourism, they have misused P88
million. So if we could try to work on these things …
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MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of order. Thank you very
much Mr Speaker. He must be very, very careful with
the choice of words; if he is quoting allegations from
newspapers, he must say so, but if he says directly that
we have spent money on corruption he must be clear, he
must bring the evidence or withdraw. He should not say
contradicting stories.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further point of order.
MR SPEAKER: No, let us not stand on same points
at the same time. The reason why I am busy here is
because I am still looking for the Standing Order which
deters Honourable Mokgware to do what he is doing.
That is what delayed me. Honourable Mokgware, it is
either you make reference to those newspapers because
you said you have seen in the newspapers not that you
have evidence because you are not sure. So, say which
newspaper they are and the dates and rest that issue.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I am talking about funds
that are corruptly used. I read from the newspaper which
I do not have here, but I can bring them tomorrow.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I will bring them
tomorrow.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Point of order Mr
Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware has not
finished. Will you bring the newspapers tomorrow?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I said I will bring papers
which talk about corruption involving funds which they
believe have not been used properly. I believe that if this
corruption could be curbed, and those funds channelled
to land servicing, we would not have to wait for plots in
the Gabane-Mmankgodi area for 20 years.
MR KGATHI: Point of order Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Since you promise to bring those
newspapers tomorrow, let us agree that you leave that
issue. Is that fine Honourable Mokgware? Do we agree?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I am saying I will bring
the newspapers that talk about corruption that is taking
place in our country which I believe had these funds
been used appropriately, land could have been serviced.
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MR SPEAKER: Yes, you will bring those newspapers
tomorrow but leave that issue. You will get into trouble.
MR MMOLOTSI: Elucidation. I wanted to elucidate
on what Honourable Mokgware is saying. You will
remember Mr Speaker that in 2008, money was
misappropriated from the Disaster Management Fund to
go and form Directorate of Intelligence Services (DIS).
Upon further investigation, it was realised that it was
improper for money to be vired that way and at the time
we agreed that money was used corruptly because it was
used for the purpose for which it was not intended to.
Honourable Masisi will bear testimony to that. In fact,
he had a share.
MR KGATHI: Point of order. No, Mr Speaker, this
does not take away the statement on record by the
Honourable Member. I cannot reach out to him because
he is not on the floor even though all what he is saying
is sheer misunderstanding of the difference between
misappropriation within the Government procedures of
expenditure and corruption. I am saying the Honourable
Member was on the floor and it is on record saying,
“finds are misappropriated through corruption.” He
cannot pass away the responsibility to a newspaper. He
must give us evidence. No! No! He must be serious and
tell us which newspaper, otherwise he should withdraw.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi, I take that we
are over that issue. Honourable Mokgware said he will
bring evidence tomorrow and he will not be drawn to
that issue until he has given evidence tomorrow. Or did
I not hear him properly?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: So, the second issue
which I think the Budget did not address is…
MR KEORAPETSE: Elucidation. Honourable
Mokgware, you are debating well. We should not forget
reports like the Botswana Meat Commission (BMC) and
the Botswana Development Corporation (BDC) reports.
There is also the Forensic Audit report of the Citizen
Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA), which
is being withheld. There are five case of the Directorate
of Public Prosecutions (DPP). Some of them have been
registered in 2012, and not prosecuted, theft cases that
implicate senior officials of this Government.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: The second issue that I
feel was not…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: This Budget is not clear
on education.

I do not think I should withdraw. And you said, “do you
have the evidence? Then I said, yes!

MR SPEAKER: Order! Wait. There are many points
of order and when that happens some people like
Honourable Mmolotsi abuses them. He knows that there
is no way we can get back at him. When I cancel points
of order, you would blame me. But he abused the point
of order when he talked about the misappropriation of
funds of the DIS and that Honourable Masisi has had
a share. He knows that we cannot call him to explain
because he is not on the floor. That is not right. Let us
refrain from that Honourable Members; it contravenes
the status of this House.

MR KGATHI: Procedure.

MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Point of order Mr Speaker. Thank
you Mr Speaker. I am standing because I really want
to insist. There are two issues on the floor. There is
the issue directly said by Honourable Mokgware, of
misappropriation, theft and corruption. When we said
he should give evidence, he said it was written in the
newspapers and he is supposed to submit the newspapers.
So there is the difference between allegations in papers
and direct words. So I feel he should withdraw those
words unless he has evidence. Besides, when something
has been written in the newspapers as an allegation, it
does not mean it is true. When cases are still pending, it
does not mean there was theft. That lawyer must know.
I know he was not holding the floor. He knows that if a
case has not been tried, if there is a report, you cannot
tell people that there is corruption. You are misleading
the nation deliberately. So he must withdraw those
words. You will be bringing newspapers for allegation
but the direct words that he has said. He must withdraw
those words.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, did you not
withdraw those words?
MS MAKGATO: No, he has not withdrawn.
MR SPEAKER: No, I want Honourable Mokgware to
answer for himself.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: You know Mr Speaker,
you asked me what I was saying and I answered you.
I am not going to withdraw because I am not using the
words like she is. She could not even repeat herself. So
I am not going to do that. You said, “I was still looking
elsewhere so I did not hear you properly, what were you
saying?” Then I told you what I said. That is what I said.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware listen.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: So, they are wasting my
time with…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware listen. I want
you to proceed with your debate but I will not forget
what you are supposed to submit to me.
MR KGATHI: Procedure Mr Speaker. There is a
likelihood that the Honourable Member`s time may
elapse. Now the procedure that I am standing on is
that, let it be understood and agreed that tomorrow after
questions, Honourable Mokgware will be given time to
bring the evidence, otherwise I will not have access to
someone who will be debating. Otherwise, we break so
that he brings those newspapers and the Hansard and
see how true what he is saying is, unless this Parliament
can confirm to me that tomorrow after questions we will
deal with this issue an urgent matter. If that can be the
case, then I will be okay.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Let us do like we always do.
Honourable Mokgware should bring his evidence; I will
be looking at what he said and then correct the record
of this House.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMANKGODI):I understand Mr Speaker, but we will
talk about that one tomorrow, I do not want to get into
that issue that they are talking about.
I want to continue with the Budget Speech and I believe
that in my constituency I have got several issues when it
comes to issues of education.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of order. Mr Speaker, when
you do a ruling in this House, a Member cannot say they
do not want to comment on the issue. There is no way
Honourable Mokgware is going to sit in this House and
allege…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MS MAKGATO: I am taking it personally because he
is saying that I steal and I am also corrupt and that I
waste money. When I asked him to withdraw since he
does not have evidence then he said it was written in the
newspapers and therefore, it is true. He must withdraw
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those words. I want the Hansard because he does not
understand what he is saying. I have been listening
to him. He did not say it once, he said it more than
twice and it is in the Hansard. So, you have two direct
statements and then there is also a newspaper article
that he can bring. He said that I am corrupt and that I
stole and from there he says that he will not comment on
those issues. I am taking it personally.
MR SPEAKER: Let us agree that we will correct that
record tomorrow. I am going to ask for that Hansard,
Honourable Mokgware will get to correct that record.
I will not adjourn the House. Proceed Honourable
Mokgware.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: What is your procedure Honourable
Mmolotsi?
MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure. Mr Speaker, I am
concerned because Honourable Makgato wants to lead
this House astray by saying that newspaper articles
cannot be used as evidence in this House.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is not what I am
saying.
MR MMOLOTSI: That is what she said. You will
remember that during the 10th Parliament, you denied
it…
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mmolotsi, you are out
of order because I made a ruling regarding Honourable
Mokgware’s issue. I do not know what you are on about.
MR MMOLOTSI: Allow me to finish what I wanted
to say Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No, I have made …
MR MMOLOTSI: That during the 10th Parliament, she
denied that she …
MR SPEAKER: I made a ruling on that issue. Let it go
and we will correct the record tomorrow.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Mr Speaker, for the sake
of progress I was saying that I got the information from
the newspapers. That is what I said and I still insist on
that.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Sir!
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes, I am said that I read
the newspapers.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Money that is said to be
accrued from corrupt means.
MR SPEAKER: Let go of that issue.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Within the proposed
budget there is also allocated to education and I have
issues in that area because students in some schools in
my constituency are still taught in the open; they do
not have classrooms. I asked a question about it this
morning and we were told that it is about five classes. I
also have an issue of shortage of books. Students do not
have books and this affects the quality of their education
to the extent that the pass rate of one of those schools
is 59 per cent. I had hoped that the budget will be clear
and state the number of classrooms to be built so as to
improve our education by a certain percentage. Such
issues bother me because they have not been clearly laid
out in the Budget Speech.
I will now touch on health issues. I do not think that
the budget speech is clear when it comes to their
target especially when it comes to issues of supply
of medication. We still have issues of shortage of
medication in my constituency and people still queue
for long periods of time waiting for the doctor. Such
things….
MR GUMA: Correction. Sir, I just wanted to correct
you that in the Budget Speech, the Minister would not
have given you the details of projects. He is just merely
detailing out in his speech and policy. Please! He would
not have given it to you, please!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you. No, I
understand what is happening. I am saying, as a whole,
it is not clear as to what we want to do in the Ministry of
Health and wellness. I am still going to address issues of
health when we get to the committee of supply. I am still
going to talk more about the issues of education. This is
why I am saying that if there are no targets then there is
going to be a problem. We will not be clear as to what
we are dealing with.
There is an issue of review of taxes. I simply wanted to
say that if we are going to be reviewing taxes they should
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not be increased, it should rather lean more towards
reduction of taxes. If you increase taxes whereas most of
Batswana are unemployed it will be a problem because
most people are sole bread winners. I believe that when
you review the Value Added Tax (VAT),you are going to
increase the list of exemptions. That is all I ask.

those initiatives in the budget speech so that we can see
how it will be made easy for potential investors. It is still
very difficult to invest in Botswana and even if we can
come up with a myriad of programmes to try and get
youth to set up businesses it is still going to be difficult.
Things such as getting a plot can take up to 20 years and
from there the person has to stand in long queues at the
Council, it is a challenge. I was thinking we could look
at the target and see how many people we need who
could start businesses with us.

You should also look into the issue of the plastic levy. I
do not think that the Government benefits from this levy
and therefore this is why I am saying that as you review
you should not increase tax.
Income Tax; The other day we were discussing the fact
that four (4) per cent tax was levied on farmers whenever
one sells cattle. I believe that when you review the
income tax, you will do it with a view to actually reduce
income tax, not increasing income tax.
It has been a while since Public officers had a meaningful
salary increase and that aspect causes them to lead
difficult lives and that is why I agree with Honourable
Gaolatlhe that Public officers should be given a salary
adjustment of 17.7 per cent.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where will the money
be coming from?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: There is money. It is
plenty!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Where the money will
come from is not an issue. There is plenty of money
around. I believe that if we can sit down and look at this
budget we will see …
MR MMOLOTSI: Elucidation. I wanted to elucidate,
I am surprised why Honourable Members from the
ruling party are surprised as to where the money could
be coming from. You know where the money is coming
from. You are buying fighter jets and we are saying we
would use the same money, and increase the salaries
of the Public officers. That is where we are getting the
money.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Honourable
Mmolotsi.
The other issue that is also of concern has to do with
doing business in Botswana. I still maintain that doing
business in Botswana is difficult. I thought that this
budget would address the issue of creating a conducive
environment for business to come and set up. Where are

I want to talk about this issue of poverty eradication.
I understand the Minister is to have eradicated abject
poverty by December 2017. I do not think that is
possible at all. If I can take my Constituency for an
example and take a list of the people who have been
affected by poverty and maybe try to assist them, I do
not think I would have managed to do so by the end
of December. He has not elaborated clearly how he is
planning to eradicate this poverty. How will the lives of
these people change?
MR KGOROBA: On a point of elucidation. Thank
you for yielding Member of Parliament. In essence you
mean this will be effective from the 1st of April because
the financial year will be starting then. It does not
necessarily mean in a period of 12 months, infact it will
be for the period of eight months. Will the eight months
be enough though?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you. When looking
at the Budget, I believe that is highly impossible unless
if he elaborates his plans. What are the programmes that
will be in place that he will be using to eradicate this
poverty?
There are some projects that failed; some of them were
coordinated by his Honour the Vice President. They
have failed due to the fact that we sometimes make
statements and never think about how we are going to
implement them. People did backyard gardening and
ended up having challenges of water. We had a number
of people in my constituency who had these gardens,
most of them were not successful and I hope since we
are currently experiencing heavy rainfall they could
revive them. We should be sure that these programmes
indeed change the lives of Batswana. We should know
where they are going to market their business because
businessmen such as Choppies have already saturated
the market. They are selling merogo wa Setswana,
Mophane worms, and even Mmupudu (wild fruit). They
are a competition to Batswana and how are we going to
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manage to alleviate this poverty? I do not think that is
possible.
We are aware already that unemployment has affected
a large number of youth, therefore I feel the Budget
should have read; “as the ruling Government, we want
this number of youth to have been employed by the end
of this financial year. We want their lives to improve
more especially the women.”
Statistics show that women are the ones who have
been affected by poverty. I was expecting Honourable
Matambo’s Budget to be deliberate, explaining what
they are planning for the youth. They could have put
down the numbers and say we want this number of youth
to be employed and this number to own businesses. All
this translates to the point that I made to say I do not
think this Budget answers the challenges that Batswana
are faced with. It is not going to improve the lives of
Batswana in any way.
You have talked about monitoring and evaluation;
that is a very good idea but our main problem is that
we talk and never implement what we discussed. The
balance scorecard that is prepared in villages, the one
that Honourable Molale was talking about last time, is a
good intention but the problem is how it is going to be
implemented. There are no parameters that have been
reserved for Village Development (VDC), Councillors
or those who are supposed to be evaluated. The way this
evaluation is done is in such a way that people gather at
the Kgotla and it is read out rather than for it to be more
scientific for future reference. If it is like that it would
be easy for them to be able to come up with a strategy to
solve a problem if any. At the end of it all this is why I
feel that there is a huge gap between our ideas and their
implementation.
Lastly, there is a high crime rate in our country. With the
budget that we have reserved for crime I still feel we are
not doing enough. Crime increases daily morespecially
drug dealing, even though we say we are trying to grow
a nation. If we are not going to take any strict measures
against the people who use these drugs, I do not think
our country will go anywhere.
In all the schools junior community, secondary even
upto the universities, most students who drop out of
school are those who use drugs. These are the students
who then turn to criminal activities such as rape and
murder.
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My take is that we need to have more Police officers,
also the conditions of our security services are very
important. Our security officers are getting low salaries
Honourable Members. We should therefore see to it that
their salaries are increased across. All of them deserve
salary increment regardless of their posts. If we increase
for some and not others, this might demotivate them.
Let us see to it that they are paid better salaries…
MR SPEAKER: Your time is up!
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): I thank you
Mr Speaker for being accorded this opportunity to also air
my views on the path set by Honourable Matambo. Like
previous speakers, I also want to raise my displeasure at
the unfairness practiced by this Government for denying
the Opposition Leader the opportunity for Batswana to
have a say of our view through him. It does not really
matter whether the regime or current Government views
our opinions, but it matters that the public at large also
do get to hear the alternatives that we give in as far as
governing and taking this country forward is concerned.
I am worried Mr Speaker about Honourable Matambo,
because he is a very respected man in this country.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Is he?
MR KGOROBA: He is or he was…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): he is a very
dignified man, and he has taken many years of his life,
he is quite older than me with all due respect, and he has
spent a lot of years in this Government toiling to deliver
the necessary policies that would uplift the lives of the
people of this country, whether he succeeded on that or
he did not, but a few years back I knew him to be a
man of high integrity. What now Honourable Matambo
is doing to himself is destroying the many years that he
has invested in building his integrity and respect from
the people of this country, and I therefore would like to
advise Honourable Matambo whilst there is still time
that he does the honourable thing and step down before
he completely obliterates that which he has built over
these number of years.
When I was listening to Honourable Gaolathe speaking
about the hopes that we hold for this country, the hopes
that we hold for this nation, I was a bit pained as to
whether we should still be hopeful about the very basics
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that we should have achieved twenty (20) years to
twenty-five (25) years ago. Right now we should be at
a point where we should be perfecting on those hopes
and having realized a larger part of those hopes, but
as things stand, we are still hoping because we have
drastically regressed from the progress that we made in
the first twenty-five (25) to thirty (30) years and even
gone beyond that. We can make fun out of it, we can
make jokes out of it, but it is a reality that is there on
the ground.
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ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Speaker
of the National Assembly, since it is evident that we are
tired, I request that you allow this House to adjourn so
that we can go and rest until tomorrow.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly according adjourned at 6:00 p. m. until
Wednesday 15th February 2017 at 2: 00 p. m.

In the many years that we have been attacked by the HIV/
AIDS scourge in this country, since the introduction of
the Anti-Retro Viral (ARVs), I have seen a few people
dying even with the existence of ARVs simply because
they were in denial of the reality that they had HIV/
AIDS when they could have done the honourable thing
to go for tests and take medication and survive.
What I see across the aisle is something similar to that
we still have a lot of people who are living in denial
hence our country is in trouble, and we have a lot of
Members across the aisle that are in that denial and
similar to that of those people who have lost their lives
because of the denial factor. We do not want to see an
entire nation going that route.
For any country to blossom and succeed, there has to be
systems in place, systems which will guide the trajectory
which will lead the country in a particular direction and
advise the leadership on the manner of doing things,
and fundamentally to that, it is a democratic system.
We proclaim to be a democracy when in actual fact we
are not. What we have is just a pseudo of a democracy
because if we had adhered to the proper democratic
principles, we would not be where we are. We would
have not taken the route that we have taken, but because
we neglected the fundamental principles of democracy
which are total independence of the Legislature,
independence of the Executive, independence of the
Judiciary, and the separation of those three (3) arms of
Government, we would have had proper checks and
balances to help us avoid veering off the road which is
the case currently. Until we revert to those fundamental
democratic principles, we will continue with the veering
off the road as we…
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! On
that note of veering off the road, you will continue
tomorrow Honourable Kgoroba.
MOTION

Hansard No 187

39

HANSARD RECORDERS
Mr. T. Gaodumelwe, Mr T. Monakwe, Ms T. Kebonang

HANSARD REPORTERS
Ms T. Rantsebele, Mr M. Buti, Ms N. Selebogo, Ms A. Ramadi, Ms D. Thibedi,
Ms D. Pheko, Ms G. Baotsi, Ms N. Mokoka, Ms B. Pinaemang

HANSARD EDITORS
Ms W. Mbeha, Ms C. Chonga, Mr K. Goeme,
Ms G. Phatedi, Ms B. Malokwane, Mr A. Mokopakgosi, Ms O. Nkatswe
TRANSLATORS
Ms. K. Ben, Ms. M. Kagiso, Ms B. Ntisetsang
Ms. B. Dintwa, Mr. T. Rajane, Ms. M. Sekao, Ms. M. Rabotsima, Ms. B. Mosinyi, Ms. V.
Nkwane, Ms. N. Kerobale, Ms. K. Nyanga, Ms K. Alepeng, Ms T. Bocock
Ms N. Makula

LAYOUT DESIGNERS
Mr B. B. Khumanego, Mr D. T. Batshegi

40

Hansard No 187

