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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S REMARKS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Are you
taking pictures?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Take your seats so that we start,
you are already four minutes late.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
RESTRUCTURING AT WATER UTILITIES
CORPORATION
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services:i) to brief this Honourable House about the
restructuring at Water Utilities Corporation;
ii) to state the formula/system to be used; and
iii) how many people/workers will lose their jobs.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, you will note that this
question is related to the one that was asked by none
other than Honourable Nkaigwa from Gaborone North
on the 28th of February, Question Number 181 but the
answer is as follows nevertheless.
i) Water Utilities Corporation is currently undergoing
restructuring, the objective of which is to come up
with appropriate and optimum service delivery
processes which will support the Corporation’s
mandate.
ii) Jobs will be merged to processes and identify
employees who meet the new profiles.
iii) The process is on-going therefore determination
on the number of employees to be affected has not
been reached. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Minister, how is
this on-going process benefitting government because
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it now seems as if job creation is job decreation? What
is the use of efficiently doing it when people are losing
jobs during this tough time?
MR MOIPISI: Madam Speaker, I did not hear the
question correctly. I do not understand whether he says
it will benefit us or it will not benefit us.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is saying, how does it benefit
us?
MR MOIPISI: Thank you. It benefits us because you
will realise that, with the water sector reforms that
were done way back in 2006, it necessarily meant that
we should assess the structure of Water Utilities and
see that, with Water utilities now taking waste water
management etcetera, will its structures still be fine like
before. You will realise that initially Water Utilities was
in charge of only six towns in the whole of Botswana
but now the whole water sector was given to Water
Utilities hence the need for the restructuring exercise.
I thank you.
MR MOSWAANE: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one honourable.
MR MOSWAANE: Supplementary. Can you indicate
whether it will help increase jobs or is it going to
decrease them?
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I take it
that in my answer, I indicated that this restructuring
exercise is on-going so I am a little bit constrained at this
moment in time to indicate whether we will indeed lose
or have more employees. I thank you Madam Speaker.
HIRING OF TEMPORARY TEACHERS ON
PERMANENT BASIS AT ITEKENG JUNIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Basic Education:i) if she is aware that students at Itekeng Junior
Secondary School in Ghanzi are still under the
care of temporary teachers and that these teachers
work for only two terms before they are replaced
with other temporary teachers; and
ii) what is prohibiting her Ministry from hiring these
teachers on permanent basis.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Madam Speaker, I am aware that of the 74 teachers at
Itekeng Junior Secondary School, there are six qualified
temporary teachers and they are engaged for a period of
one year.
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Madam Speaker, the lack of permanent posts prohibits
my Ministry from employing teachers on a permanent
basis at this time. I thank you Madam Speaker.

i) when the last salary review was done at Water
Utilities Corporation; and
ii) to state the salary of the highest paid and the
lowest paid worker respectively.

MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. I would like to
quickly ask you Minister what you mean by lack of
permanent posts, who is supposed to create them? I just
want to understand with due respect.

MR MOSWAANE: On a point of procedure.

DR DOW: Thank you Madam Speaker. Posts are created
by the employer; that is, the Ministry for Presidential
Affairs, Governance and Public Administration. We
can only appoint people to already existing permanent
posts. Thank you.

MR MOSWAANE: The Minister was disturbed and
she got demotivated and failed to answer. Maybe she
should be supported so that she can answer.

MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Minister, have you
talked to them and shown them the need for creation
of permanent posts at Itekeng JSS because one will
assume that they will not be aware of what is happening
at Itekeng unless your Ministry notifies them?
DR DOW: Thank you Honourable Member. The posts
are not created for schools, if they are created they will
not be created for Itekeng for example, but they will
be created for across the country. Yes, we are speaking
with them and recently we have actually sought and got
approval for a thousand new teaching posts. So they will
spread across the country and maybe some of them will
be at Itekeng. Thank you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one Honourable
Moswaane.
MR MOSWAANE: Minister, looking at the fact that,
some teachers can be on temporary posts for ten years,
do you not think that someone has forgotten to create
permanent posts because,if an officers works on a
temporary basis for ten years it means that there is a
post and it is just that someone does not want to employ
people. Do you not look at it that way Minister?
DR DOW: I get you Honourable Member. I can hear,
yes, it means that there is a post.” There is a difference
between the establishment register which is…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR DOW: Should I take my seat so that you answer
Mr Mmatli?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
SALARY DISPARITIES AT WATER UTILITIES
CORPORATION
MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services:-
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MADAM SPEAKER: Minister, let us listen to
Honourable Moswaane.

MADAM SPEAKER: Supported?
MR MOSWAANE: She was offended by someone that
side and she said, “should I take my seat?” And she sat
down. I feel she should have completed her answer so
that I do not come with another supplementary question
because what I am about to ask is related to the one she
was asked.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, let us proceed. That is not a
point of procedure or point of order. I did not hear what
she said but let us proceed since we had already moved
on.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of procedure. Madam
Speaker, is it allowed that when the Minister has been
asked a question she can sit down simply because
Members are telling her to sit down yet they are not the
ones who asked the question? The question was asked
by Honourable Moswaane and the person who told the
Minister to sit down is not Honourable Moswaane. It is
unfair to Honourable Moswaane.
MADAM SPEAKER: Sit down, since you are
Honourable Moswaane`s lawyer.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
i) The last salary review exercise for Water Utilites
Corporation was conducted in 2010.
ii) Madam Speaker, the highest paid employee earns
a basic salary of P884 964.00 per annum and it
must be understood in this context that, that
includes benefits and allowances, while the lowest
paid employee earns a salary of P20 629.00 per
annum. I thank you Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! I still wanted to establish
what the compliant about Honourable Minister Dow is
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about. I did not understand. Did the Minister refuse to
answer? I honestly did not understand what you were
saying, so I have been consulting.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you Madam Speaker, these people are not
serious. The question enquired…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please wait.
MR KGOROBA: She cannot refer to us as ‘these
people’ Madam Speaker, we are Honourable Members.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, stand up
and withdraw that. They are Honourable Members even
though sometimes I do not understand their behaviour.
DR DOW: Thank you Madam Speaker. The question
enquired whether we could still be having temporary
teachers after ten years. The truth is that we shall always
have teachers who are employed on temporary basis.
We can only reduce them, because temporary teachers
are only contracted when a teacher on permanent
employment goes for further education, goes on
confinement or when they are on sick leave. So there
will always be temporary teachers.
MR MOSWAANE: Correction. I did not ask whether
hiring teachers on temporary basis will be stopped.
I was saying that there are people who have been
employed as temporary teachers for the past ten (10)
years, with a renewal being made every two (2) years.
Is it not clear that by then that individual could have
been hired on permanent basis because they have been
holding that temporary position for ten (10) years? Does
that not show that that officer could have acquired a
permanent post given the 10 year period they have been
working as a temporary teacher, they would eventually
reach retirement age of forty-five (45) still holding that
position. That is what I was looking at, can somebody
hold a temporary position for that long? Does it not
show incompetence somewhere? I mean out of the fifty
thousand (50 000) at least ten (10) teachers should be
appointed on permanent basis since they are already in
the system.
DR DOW: It does not work like that. You cannot be
declared permanent because you were on temporary
basis for some time. The public service posts are created
by the relevant department not by us at the Ministry
of Basic Education, Land Management, Water and
Sanitation Services, or anywhere else where posts are
created.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
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MR SALAKAE: Point of order. Madam Speaker the
Minister’s response is not really helping us.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, it is fine. I will talk to the
Minister later.
MR SALAKAE: Allow us to ask one last supplementary,
because she has really confused us.
HONOURABLE
supplementary.

MEMBER:

Madam

Speaker,

MADAM SPEAKER: Please wait Honourable
Kesupile. Stop asking supplementary questions,because
I was just asking her what happened. I have asked
the Honourable Minister not to refuse to answer the
questions and she has responded.
MR SALAKAE: further clarity Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Further clarity for what? That
question was long asked.
MR SALAKAE: Further clarity Madam Speaker, the
last one.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I will not allow any last
ones Honourable Salakae.
MR SALAKAE: She did not answer Honourable
Moswaane’s question. Further clarity.
MADAM SPEAKER: You will submit another
question. Honourable Minister of Land Management,
Water and Sanitation Services somebody else had asked
a supplementary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No , I have finished.
MADAM SPEAKER: Ooh! You are done?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes.
PLANS TO TAR GHANZI TO QABO ROAD AND
GHANZI TO GROOTELAAGTE ROAD
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Transport and Communications
whether:i) there are any plans to tar the two (2) roads from
Ghanzi to Qabo and Ghanzi to Grootelaagte since
these two villages are economic hubs of the San
communities residing in the whole Ghanzi region;
and
ii) if he is aware that during rainy seasons these
roads, with bridges, are not traversable adversely
affecting in particular, the transport of patients and
sometimes leading to fatalities.
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MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MOKAILA): Good
afternoon Madam Speaker.
i) There are no plans to tar the two roads and they
are not included in NDP 11 because of financial
constraints in the Ministry.
ii) Secondly Madam Speaker, it is true,we have
discovered after the heavy rains that there are
certain areas at Honourable Member ‘s constituency
that need culverts to improve the situation, like it
was done On the Ghanzi/Grootelaagte Road. Our
intention is to install another culvert on the Qabo/
Ghanzi road. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Minister, we know
that there maybe lack of funds but are you saying that
for the next 5/6 years you will not be able to secure
funds so that the roads can be constructed? Does that
mean that for the entire six (6) years roads will not be
constructed in Honourable Member’s constituency?
MR MOKAILA: Even though this is a new question
altogether, the other day I answered a question where
I explained that we are going to carry out some
evaluations especially in areas were the roads have been
badly damaged and we will then submit a request to
the relevant department. We can all acknowledge that
the National Development Plan (NDP) 11 has been
approved and so we are not sure if we will get anything.
We also are exploring some initiatives like increasing
the money paid for permits or when making licenses so
that we can increase our revenue and hence be able to
address the challenges. Thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Further supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker. The truth is that Honourable Mokaila is
one Minister who is very honest and so at times I wonder
if I should even ask any further questions. Honourable
Minister the road between Kanye and Ghanzi has been
made wider as hardshoulders have been constructed to
aid those who want to make way for other drivers. I
wanted to say that, the residents of Qabo are only asking
for a simple road that they can use to access the market
for their goods. Do you not find it important to stop the
expansion of some roads so that other people can be
able to get at least a thin strip of road they can use even
with their donkey carts.
MR MOKAILA: The Honourable Member’s question
is very difficult Madam Speaker. The truth of the
matter is that, we wish we could provide Batswana
with everything they need but the problem is that when
you do not have the resources to do so then it will not
be enough. Currently we are expanding other roads
because there is increased traffic and so we want to
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protect people’s lives. We have explored the idea of
constructing those simple roads so that vehicles can be
able to traverse easily. Those are some of the things we
have thought of but as I said Honourable Member , all
those are determined by funds . Thank you.
OVERDUE TEACHER TRANSFERS AT GHANZI
SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
MR N. S. L. M. SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH):
asked the Minister of Basic Education whether she is
aware:i) that there are teacher transfers at Ghanzi Senior
Secondary School that are long overdue and have
not been processed with no explanation given; and
ii) that failure to effect these transfers will demoralise
the teachers and adversely affect their productivity.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you Madam Speaker,
i) Madam Speaker, it is true that there are (55)
teachers who are long overdue for transfer in
Ghanzi Senior Secondary School. I do agree that
this issue demoralises teachers and adversely
affects their productivity. We have started
transferring six (6) of them out of the fifty-five
(55) that the Honourable Member is talking about.
ii) Madam Speaker, I am pleased to inform this
Honourable House that the teachers of Ghanzi
Senior Secondary School have always displayed
a high level of professionalism and continue to
deliver exceptionally well despite this challenges.
Thank you.
MR SALAKAE: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Can you share with the Parliament Madam
Minister the criterion that you have used to transfer the
six (6) out of the fifty-four (54) that I am sure they have
long applied for transfers due to different reasons in
their lives. Can you share with us briefly so that when
those that are remaining ask us about the criterion we
can be able to answer?
DR DOW: Thank you. I thank you Honourable Member.
I do not have the reasons that those six people presented.
The only thing that I know is that one of the things that
the person has to state is where he wants to be transferred
to, and whether the school has a vacant position in that
subject. Let us say for an example a Social Studies
teacher wants to be transferred to a certain school, the
Social Studies teacher at that school must be transferred
to another school. There is a procedure that the teacher
has to be informed about the intention of transfer and
given a chance to respond. Normally if people prefer a
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certain place, they never want to be transferred and it
will then take time to transfer people. So the criterion is
usually whether there is a position where you are going,
also the subject that you want should have a post. So
that is the main criterion.
MR NTLHAILE: Supplementary. Minister, I wanted
to know if you have started having negative attitude
on some teachers because you transferred the teachers
who did not apply and left out those who have applied.
I can give Jwaneng as an example, there are those who
have applied for transfer and you have not transferred
them. Those transfers came at a time when they were
not aware. What is the problem? Is that not a sign that
people are ill-treated?
DR DOW: Honourable Member, you are talking about
an issue that I am not aware of. If you suspect that in
that school there are those that I like more than others,
you are wrong, there is no truth in that. If you have a
complaint you should submit it we shall assess it. What
I know is that a person can just apply.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR DOW: Whoever makes an application to be
transferred, they choose a school that they want to be
transferred to. That application can be successful even
if there is no position. It is possible that the person who
wants to be transferred might want to go where the post
has been taken already. If the person that Honourable
Salakae is talking about wants to go to Jwaneng it
means I have to go to Jwaneng and transfer one of the
teachers who has overstayed because there is no how
they can go there if there is no vacant position. First you
have to create a post and that is done by transferring
somebody even if they did not apply. That is how it
is done. The challenge is that, there are those who are
comfortable where they are, those who do not want to be
transferred and those that are not comfortable and want
to be transferred. For these transfers to be done some
people have to be transferred regardless of whether they
like where they are going or not. That is the challenge. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one Honourable
Ntlhaile.
MR NTLHAILE: I do not know who is refusing to be
transferred to where. I am talking about the teachers in
Kgosi Mpe. There is a Home Economics teacher.
MADAM SPEAKER: Now you are asking a different
question.
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MR NTLHAILE: No, it is a follow-up on what the
Minister said. Already she had made an agreement with
the other teacher that she wanted to swap with.
DR DOW: The case it is too specific for me to answer.
If indeed that is the case, I am inviting the Honourable
Member to come and talk to me.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
DR DOW: Yes, we should dialogue about this issue.
Here he is generalizing eventhough he wanted to talk
about only one person. There are more than 25 000
teachers in Botswana. So if you are talking about one
example, I would not be able to understand immediately.
I am inviting you at break time to come and give
me the name of that person who wants to swap with
somebody who is teaching the same subject so that I can
investigate. Thank you.
NUMBER AND NAMES OF RETAIL SHOPS
WHICH HAVE APPLIED FOR TRADING
LICENCES AT THE NEW PILANE CROSSING
MALL
MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): asked
the Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry to state:i) the number and names of retail shops which have
applied for trading licences at the new Pilane
Crossing Mall;
ii) those which have not been issued with trading
licences and the reasons thereof;
iii) when the retail shops will finally be able to
operate; and
iv) what he is doing to expedite the matter.
ACTING MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE
AND INDUSTRY (MR MOLALE): I am standing for
the Ministry of Trade Madam Speaker.
i) Madam Speaker, there are eighteen (18) companies
issued with a total of twenty-seven (27) licences
at the new Pilane Crossing Mall comprising:
Industrial Hardware, Furniture Shop, Book Shop,
Hair/Beauty Parlour, Restaurant, Haberdashery,
Filling Station, Internet Café, Workshop, Agent,
Toy Shop, Pharmacy, Cosmetics Shop, Cellphone
Shop, Electronics Shop, Bakery, Supermarket and
Bottle Store at one (1) each; three (3) General
Clothing; General Dealer; Take Away and Fresh
Produce at two (2) each.
Furthermore, Madam Speaker, two (2) companies
have requested for exemption, as follows:
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••One requested to operate in a space that is reserved for citizens and joint ventures between non-citizens and
citizens; and
••The other one requested to operate a departmental store in a floor space less than the required 1500 square
metres.
Both requests Madam Speaker have been approved and currently awaiting finalisation of the enabling regulations
from Attorney General’s Chambers.
ii) Madam Speaker, I am not aware of any company that has not been issued with a trade licence at the new Pilane
Crossing Mall.
iii) Madam Speaker, the eighteen (18) retail companies outlined in the above table are operating. The other two
(2) are awaiting the enabling regulations before they can apply for licences.
iv) Madam Speaker, My Ministry continues to make follow-ups with Attorney General’s Chambers to check on
the progress of the submitted requests.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
Additional Information
No.

1.

Company/Business Name

Type of Licence

Cashbuild (Pty) Ltd

Industrial hardware

Retail Holdings (Pty) Ltd

Furniture shop

Sykes Educational(Pty) Ltd

Book shop

Lebrit Spar and Hair Salon(Pty) Ltd

Hair/Beauty parlour

Purple Grape(Pty) Ltd

Restaurant

Destination Management and Events BW (Pty) Ltd

Haberdashery
General clothing
General Dealer

Lanny Energy (Pty) Ltd

Fresh produce
Take away
Filling station

9.

10.
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Tsa Gae Communication (Pty) Ltd t/a Bogadi Fabrics

Internet café/Copy shop

Shoe Tree Investments (Pty) Ltd

General dealer

Capital Source(Pty) Ltd

Workshop
Agent

11.

MOJ Investments(Pty) Ltd

Toy shop

12.

TanTalum(Pty) Ltd

Pharmacy

13.

Cumax (Pty) Ltd
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14.

2nd Image

15.

Famous Investments(Pty) Ltd t/a Mobile zone

No.

Company/Business Name

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

General clothing
Cell phone shop
Electronics and Electrical shop
Type of Licence
Fresh produce

16.
Choppies Butchery (Pty) Ltd

Take Away
Bakery

17.

Good Track(Pty) Ltd

Supermarket

18.

ZCX Investments (Pty) t/a Liquarama

Bottle store

ACTIVITIES/PROGRAMMES AND THE BUDGET ON WELLNESS
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the Minister of Health and Wellness to apprise this Honourable
House on:i) the activities/programmes on wellness and the budget thereof;
ii) the wellness activities/programmes for Letlhakane Primary Hospital and staff complement assigned;
iii) the benefits of the wellness programmes and challenges so far, if any, in implementing the programmes; and
iv) the budget allocation for wellness as compared to that of health and whether it was necessary to add wellness
to the name of the Ministry.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you Madam
Speaker and good afternoon.
i) Madam Speaker, health and wellness are integrated and in most cases service delivery at point of care is done
in an integrated manner. It is therefore not easy to separate the two (2) in budgetary terms. Furthermore, in
addressing our diseases burdens, clinical interventions can directly address about 20 per cent of conditions,
and most can be dealt with and prevented through wellness interventions. The main activities include
implementation of our Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) programmes which seek to mobilize the nation
towards taking their health as a personal responsibility, also raising awareness on the need to engage in regular
exercises, health eating habits and avoid risk factors of NCDs such as alcohol and tobacco abuse. This is
informed by the findings of two (2) national surveys, (the most recent one was conducted in 2014, the STEPS
Survey) which revealed that 18 per cent of Batswana aged 15-69 years were current smokers, 20 per cent did
not engage in enough physical activity, 95 per cent did not eat enough fruits and vegetables in their daily diet
and 31 per cent were obese. In addition, we are rolling out our cancer screening services (cervical and breast
cancers at the moment) and lifestyle diseases such as diabetes and hypertension care. We also conduct Fitness
Fridays, in collaboration with Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sport and Culture Development on fitness
activities, training of trainers (TOTs) workshop on stress management, team building and occupational health
safety, fire outbreak management, screening for health conditions and advocacy for healthy life style.
ii) A committee of twelve (12) members of staff from different units has been assigned wellness functions in
Letlhakane Primary Hospital. They are coordinated by a focal person who is a Nursing Officer. Some of the
planned activities include: screening for health conditions, training on First Aid, prevention of hazards in the
workplace, fire safety issues, Hepatitis vaccination for all health workers, organizing sporting activities and
financial management.

Hansard No 187

7

Tuesday 14th March, 2017

iii) The benefits of the wellness programmes include
but not restricted to the following: enhanced
prevention, management and control of NonCommunicable Diseases, improved health status
of the workforce thereby reducing disease burden,
improved physical fitness and staff morale,
enhanced teamwork within the work place,
reduced absenteeism with improved productivity,
decreased accidents at the work place.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Good afternoon Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I am aware of the drainage
challenges along the said road and the whole Mochudi
planning area. As a result a storm water drainage Master
Plan was developed in 2008 in order to address the
problem. However, the plan could not be implemented
due to financial constraints.

The only challenge so far in implementing
the programmes is lack of understanding of
the programme by the workforce but capacity
building is being reinforced.

There are currently no plans to carry out storm water
drainage construction during this plan period. However,
notwithstanding the above, my Ministry will continue
to ensure that the public is regularly assisted by the
Kgatleng District Council by undertaking remedial
works with the available resources until such time
that this project can be considered for implementation
together with other competing national priorities.

iv) Madam Speaker, it is difficult to clearly separate
budgetary allocation into health and wellness since
we use an integrated approach in the delivery of
our services. However because of the complexity
of delivering clinical care, a higher proportion of
the budget will go to clinical services. It is expected
that this allocation to specific wellness events such
as prevention and control of non-communicable
diseases, shall increase in due course.
The responsibility of naming Ministries is the
prerogative of His Excellency the President.
However, Non-Communicable Diseases are
now the major cause of mortality globally and
Botswana is not spared. It is therefore necessary
to add Wellness to the name of the Ministry in
order to emphasize the importance of disease
prevention through healthy life style, especially
that this forms the thrust of our strategic direction
as a Ministry and also as articulated in our National
Development Plan (NDP) 11 submissions.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
FLOODING AT MOCHUDI MAIN ROAD FROM
A1 TURN OFF
MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:i) if he is aware that the section of the Mochudi main
road from A1 turn off by the Pilane Dumping
Site up to Moshawana Ward is prone to serious
flooding posing a danger to adjacent households
and businesses and as such, needs urgent attention
by way of storm water drainage construction; if
so,
ii) what measures does his Ministry intend to put in
place to address the situation and when.
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Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Minister, if you could explain this to us, where
in Botswana can you be proud that you have constructed
storm water drainage, and that the residents of that
particular place are happy that indeed there is storm
water drainage?
MS TSHIRELETSO: We have done so in many
places including Mahalapye and Bobonong as well as
in Gaborone, but in some other places like in Tlokweng
we have just completed the construction because at the
time we started the village had not grown to where it
is now. We are now going to do that in Kang, Tutume
and Gabane. The only challenge is that as we do this,
the population increases then we have to go back and
increase our coverage.
NUMBER OF BORDERS AND THEIR
OPERATING HOURS
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Finance and Economic
Development to state:i) the number of borders in the country and their
operating hours;
ii) the congestion rate at these borders; and

future plans to relieve pressure and upgrade the main
borders especially Ramatlabama.
Later Date.
STATUS OF THE GENDER EMPOWERMENT
FUND

Tuesday 14th March, 2017

MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Nationality, Immigration and
Gender Affairs to state:i) the current status of the Gender Empowerment
Fund;
ii) the number of people who benefited from the Fund
in the Financial Year 2015/2016; and
iii) when his Ministry will open for applications.
Later Date.
STATUS OF THE GENDER COMMISSION
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Nationality, Immigration and
Gender Affairs:i) to state the current status of the Gender
Commission; and
ii) how much progress has been made towards
achieving the mandate in relation to the National
Gender Policy.
Later Date.
TERMITES IN SOME BUILDINGS AT
OODI COLLEGE OF APPLIED ARTS AND
TECHNOLOGY
MR G. S. MANGOLE (MOCHUDI WEST): asked
the Minister of Tertiary Education, Research, Science
and Technology if he is aware that some buildings at
the Oodi College of Applied Arts and Technology are
infested with termites; if so:i) to state the cause and whether the situation can be
attributed to poor workmanship by the contractor
that built the College; and
ii) when and how he intends to address the situation.
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR
MADIGELE): Thank you Madam Speaker.
i) Madam Speaker, I am aware that some buildings at
the Oodi College of Applied Arts and Technology
are infested with termites. The buildings were
infested with termites in 2011, two (2) years after
the buildings were handed to us. The then Ministry
of Infrastructure, Science and Technology asked
the contractor to replace all the skirting in the
affected areas at his own costs as the buildings
were in the defects liability period. The termites,
however, resurfaced again in 2014.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

I am informed that during the construction of
the college in 2005, excavated areas particularly
foundations, were treated with ant poison, as per
the specification.
Oodi College site is generally infested with
termites, judging from the number of anthills
covering various areas in the 25 hectare plot and
the current termite infestation can be attributed to
the termite colonies found in these anthills, rather
than poor workmanship of the contractor.
ii) Madam Speaker, it is our intention to engage
specialists in the next financial year, through the
assistance of the Ministry of Infrastructure and
Housing Development, not only to exterminate
termites in the college buildings but also to remove
the anthills in the college compound.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary question. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Which contractor was engaged in
this work and did you not see it proper to treat these
termites before construction of the college?
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, I am not in a
position to provide the name of the contractor because I
do not have the details with me now. Thank you.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
IMPACT OF THE FLOODS ON
TRANSPORTATION OF GOODS, REPAIRS TO
ROADS AND RAIL
MR S. O. S. RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): asked the
Minister of Transport and Communications:i) what impact the floods have had in the country
considering transportation of goods, repairs to
roads and rail; and
ii) what are the financial implications of repairing
badly constructed infrastructure which is a result
of poor workmanship.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MOKAILA): Madam
Speaker, the Honourable Member has put me on
questions without notice and I am now suspecting him,
besides all his questions are related. Floods affect the
economy at large, they affect transport, people’s finances
and livelihoods as well as many other things. Now, for
the second part of your question, I do not know whether
you meant that these things got destroyed because they
were not constructed up to standard or what? Last time
when I answered you, I told you that some things were
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not constructed for the purpose for which they are
being used for. I gave an example using the MogobaneRanaka road and mentioned that it was not designed to
be used by so many cars. A lot of things were destroyed
throughout the country, just as you know the railway was
damaged, roads have potholes and people are unable to
go to Maun, others failed to go to Lobatse to an extent
that buses had to take longer roads, so these are all costs.
I do not know what it is that you want to ask, so, ask a
supplementary question so that I can answer.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Let me just
be specific with the railway issue. Every time we
experience certain floods the railway gets derailed. Do
you not see that the reason why Botswana Railways
(BR) is not making profits is because of the costs of
repairing the railway line every time, year after year?
This railway was damaged during winter, even now it
is damaged, I am of the view that if we may get more
rains the same thing will happen.
MR MOKAILA: There are certain places where the
railway gets damaged the most, Taung is one such place
because it is a flood plain. I have had discussions with
the BR officials to see what it is that can be done with
that place for the long term but as you are already aware
we have plans for BR, we are going to make some
few changes, we have included construction of a new
railway in our plan. We should assess because moving
forward if we can succeed we would have to build it
differently from what it is. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR RANTUANA: Supplementary. But you did not
include it in the National Development Plan (NDP) 11,
how are you going to do it. So will you source funds
elsewhere like the ones reserved for weapons to ensure
that it is constructed.
MR MOKAILA: No Sir, if you were watching
Botswana’s economy the government’s revenue has
plummeted due to poor performance of minerals. We
have to come up with new initiatives. I am particularly
looking at Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) because
there is a case which can be made for goods, Botswana
being corridor to Central Africa those who have capital
and interest of transporting goods from South to North
or from north to south, that is an opportunity. That is
what I am looking at.

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL,
2017 (NO. 2 OF 2017)
ASSEMBLY IN COMMITTEE
(CHAIRPERSON in the Chair)
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(Resumed Debate)
MADAM CHAIRPERSON (MS KOKORWE):
Order! Order! Will you ever keep quiet so that I can
speak? The debate on this organisation is resuming, I
therefore remind Honourable Members that I should
call upon the Honourable Minister to reply to the
debate at 1525 hours today and the question will be put
at 1555 hours. When the House adjourned yesterday,
Honourable Keorapetse was on the floor and he was left
with 8 minutes 27 seconds.
MR KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST):
Thank you Madam Chairperson. When we parted
ways yesterday, I had indicated that a senior Botswana
Congress Party (BCP) official was recently in South
Africa where he met one of the former Mayors of the
Metros that the African National Congress (ANC) lost
and this gentleman said to the BCP official that the ANC
will not win 2019 general elections, the only way it can
win outright majority is the Botswana way and that is
the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) way.
Madam Chairperson, it is true that myself and
Honourable Gaolathe we were part of the team that went
to India to …
MR MARKUS: Point of order. Madam Chairperson, is
it proper for a Member to give an example in a political
arena like this one using a neighbouring country like
South Africa and say ANC, is it proper?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, I do not see any
problem, he did not say anything bad about that country.
MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson, I am saying it is true that I and
Honourable Gaolathe were part of the team that went
to Namibia and India. I am worried because this is used
to portray us as dishonest people. Those who were at
the meeting at Bharat Electronics, in Bangalore, India,
would recall that I asked a specific question about
the tamperability of this machine. I even asked about
Professor Prasad and his colleagues’ research on this
machine that the verdict, even published on electronic
journals is that the machine is not tamper proof, the
machine can be tampered with and you know what, at
the time actually the person who was responding was a
woman, who was giving the presentation, she said, “the
security is that these machines are in the custody of the
Government.”
Secondly, she said in India they are dealing with over 1.4
million Electronic Voting Machines and that if you need
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to tamper with the machines, you need to tamper with
all of them. On the sidelines when we discussed with
Honourable Gaolathe, reflecting on the presentation, we
thought and agreed that it would actually be very easy
for Isaac Kgosi and the Directorate of Intelligence and
Security (DIS) to tamper with these machines because
they are a rogue intelligence in our view.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Mentioning people’s
name is wrong.
MR KEORAPETSE: He is the Director of the DIS
Madam Chairperson, what can I say?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, he is not here to
answer for himself, just say Director of DIS.
MR KEORAPETSE: Yes. This would be very, very
easy for the DIS to do, for a Government that is worried
about losing power, this thing can be done.
Madam Chairperson, we are not against Electronic
Voting Machines, this must be very, very clear. What we
are against is the use of Electronic Voting Machines as
provided by the amended Electoral Act, where there is
Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) that is where
we have a problem. What is the use of a paper trail
Madam Chairperson?
MR
MMOLOTSI:
Elucidation.
Honourable
Keorapetse, while you are still there can you kindly
explain what you mean when you say there is no
Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail because we made an
amendment here and it was passed, what could have
happened to it as we hear Seeletso denying of its
existence?
MR KEORAPETSE: Look, what is provided for in
the Act is the printer but there is no phrase on Voter
Verified Paper Audit Trail. What do we mean Madam
Chairperson by VVPAT? We mean a paper audit trail
that voters can verify that their votes were cast in the
manner they intended. As it is in the law, it is not there.
If it is there, you must stop me now and provide that
section that talks about Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order. I want clarity
because paper trail was amended. I remember this House
passing it, can we look into it first, we all amended
it. Can we look into so that we verify if it is true, the
Minister is here he can clarify it. Madam Chairperson
I remember saying that we all agreed about the paper
trail. But if it was not agreed upon, however we shall
first hear from the Minister.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: The problem is that the
Minister is not on the floor but he has heard you. He will
note it, but not for now.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Chairperson, there is no
way in the Act as amended where there is a provision
for Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail, which the voter
can verify that their votes have been cast the way they
had intended. That provision is not there, show me that
provision.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Point of
order. Thank you Madam Chairperson. Honourable
Keorapetse is making very serious allegations which
might mislead the nation. I believe that it is very
important for Honourable Molale to explain because the
clause the Honourable Member is alluding that is not
there, we passed it in Parliament, tabled by Honourable
Mmolotsi.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: There have been various
pleas for you to respond Honourable Molale; can you
please do so. We will stop your time in the meantime…
(Interruptions)... Honourable Molale is the Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: When you are ready
Minister, if you are not ready, you can just say so.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Madam
Chairperson, I am still consulting, they can continue for
now, I will answer when I am done with consulting.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Parliamentary Counsel
(PC), are you in a position to assist? PC says they are
not ready.
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. On a procedural
issue; let us get clear what is disputed here. I am making
an assertion that there is no provision in the amended
Electoral Act providing for Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT). If there is that provision, then it must be
said here and now.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: The Minister is still
consulting, you may continue.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Chairperson, I have
said that the VVPAT should in addition to the voter
verifying that their vote has been cast in the manner that
they intended; it must also be able to detect fraud or
malfunction of the machine. It is not there in the Act. It
should also provide a means to audit the stored results
in the machine if there is a dispute. Let us say we go to
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a Judge, under the circumstance, can the Judge verify
in terms of VVPAT? It is not provided for in the Act.
The VVPAT must also contain the name of the candidate
for whom the vote has been cast as well as the symbol
of the party. With all these, we are home and dry, we
would welcome the EVM. The EVM that seeks to cheat
us in 2019, we will not allow it. Do you know why
the Indians use EVM? It is because they have 814.5
million voting population. How many do we have? Less
than 680 thousand as of 2014 General Election. South
Africa in 2014 about 25.3 million people registered for
elections. In Namibia their population is actually around
... (interruptions) ... No! I am talking about the voting
population not just the population, and I do not think
there are more than 700 thousand in Namibia, I stand
corrected.
Why is it that Madam Chairperson, over 95 per cent of
countries in the world fear Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM)? A population of less than 680 thousand voting
population wants EVM on urgency without consulting
Batswana. We do not even have a structure of all party
conference where these matters should have been
discussed.
Madam Chairperson, the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) principles and guidelines
governing democratic elections are talking about
party funding. The Botswana Democratic Party (BDP)
has turned a blind eye to this. They are talking about
protecting opposition leaders during elections. Are you
doing that? No! The Southern African Development
Committee (SADC) principles are also calling for
transparency, they are calling for counting of votes at
a polling station to speed up the process. Honourable
Kablay, the issue about speeding up the process can
come from counting the votes at the polling station, so
there is no urgency for EVM.
The Supreme Court in Germany held that the use of
EVM is unconstitutional. The Indian EVMs have been
found not to be tamper proof. They can be tampered
with just like the professors in University of Michigan,
they have tampered with that machine. In Netherlands,
they tampered with the machine and then the country
decided that we are not going to go with this machine.
Why is it that you people insist so much on Electronic
Voting Machine without Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail? We cannot agree to be cheated at the general
elections.
Madam Chairperson, when we say that we will boycott
elections when EVM is used, we do not mean that
we will boycott elections and fold our arms and the
elections continue. There will be no elections. With
EVM that seeks to cheat without Voter Verifiable

12

Hansard No 187

Paper Audit Trail! No! Maybe you are relying on the
Botswana Defence Force (BDF); go and check your
statistics and see how many counsellors we have where
there are Botswana Defence Force (BDF) camps. You
think those guys are with you, you have oppressed them
long enough. Do you think that you can count on them
when you feel the heat? There will be no elections where
the BDP will cheat in 2019. If we boycott elections, we
cannot boycott them and fold our arms, we will boycott
them and make sure that there are no elections.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Wait a moment; I have
an announcement. The Finance committee has to meet
immediately; it is urgent.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE): I
thank you Madam Chairperson. I have been listening
to Honourable Members contributing on this. Let me
thank the Honourable Minister for having brought this
important chapter which has a very interesting subject.
I must say we welcome all the reforms that this paper is
bringing as the Minister intends to be financed on those
reforms that we have all been waiting for. Some of the
reforms brought here have been pronounced in the past
especially by the opposition when they were agitating
that we as an old democracy are being outdone by the
new democracies of South Africa and of Namibia. They
were arguing that we are very slow in coming up with
some reforms, and very much so, we did bring some
reforms in the past where we have changed a number of
issues regarding our electoral process. We welcome this
one also as we have welcomed all other reforms on the
electoral process.
Madam Chairperson, we welcome the introduction of
the Electronic Voting Machine. Consultations were
done, Members are not disputing that they were taken
even on practicals regarding...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR TSOGWANE: ... the use of the Electronic Voting
Machine. Members were even taken...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Wait; someone asked for
a point of order.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
I thought maybe you will call him to order because he
has just said that consultations were done, yet he knows
that he is not telling the truth. No consultations were
done. Where?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You expect me to have
called him to order? This is why you are here, you have
to listen...
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MR TSOGWANE: I maintain that this...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable father I will
send you out. As Honourable Members of Parliament
you should be well aware that when one of you is on
the floor, you have to listen to them rather than saying,
“I thought you will call him to order.” He is standing on
a point of order like you have just done, which is okay.
You can go ahead and make the correction.
MR TSOGWANE: I am not correcting anything
Madam Chairperson. I was just simply saying that...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: What is it that he said
that you say needs to be corrected?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please wait. What did
you say he said; so that I confirm whether it is something
which indeed needs to be corrected?
MR MMOLOTSI: Madam Chairperson, Honourable
Tsogwane just said that consultations were done
when this amendment was made. He knows that he is
not telling the truth. This amendment or this Bill was
brought to Parliament, we debated it overnight and we
were never given an opportunity to go and consult our
voters, neither did they go to the voters to consult.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tsogwane,
please react to that statement.
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson, the
Honourable Member is opining and I am also opining.
I am saying that consultations were done and I have got
facts to that effect. Members were taken to Namibia. I
was part of the team. Some Members were even taken
to India. Some Councils have been addressed before this
amendment was done and those were consultations. If
they do not agree with the consultations, it is neither
here nor there. It is up to them to have taken this subject
to their own constituencies. They were not debarred
from doing so. So, if people have not consulted, it is up
to them.
I would also applaud the Honourable Member Kesupile,
where he is, whom we have listened to over the radio
consulting his people on the use of this. What the IEC
is doing today…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please wait. They are
saying point of order. Honourable Tsogwane, they are
saying point of order.
MR TSOGWANE: These points of order are just…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Let me hear what they
have to say.

DR P. BUTALE: Madam Chairperson, when we
debated this issue of Electronic Voting Machine (EVM)
in this very House, Members of Parliament asked what
was wrong with us being given a chance to consult with
the people who have voted for us because that is how
consultation is done in the Setswana culture. It was
then said, “We will pass the Bill and then consult them
afterwards.” That statement can be found in the Hansard.
Now the consultation which this man is talking about, of
taking Members of Parliament to India on a fact finding
mission; we really do not know what to do now. The
truth and the facts are there for everyone. You cannot
create facts.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Members,
this is a very serious issue. It is quite serious Honourable
Father of the House. When they talk about consultation
they mean that a Bill should have been tabled as it
normally happens; and then they would be given an
opportunity to go and consult their constituents, and that
is when it would be debated in Parliament afterwards.
MR TSOGWANE: That is their own definition of
consultation. So, we cannot be held at ransom because
somebody is thinking in a different way. I am talking
about the councils and Members of Parliament who
were consulted not only by being sponsored to go to
Namibia, even before this thing was introduced, we were
consulted here in Parliament at the General Assembly,
Honourable Member. I must remind Honourable
Members that they are not delegates when they are here;
they are representatives of their constituencies. So they
did not come here as delegates where they will say just
go and consult the people. You represent the views of
the people and you were consulted and the councils
were consulted as well. Now what is going on is voter
education...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR TSOGWANE: I do not have to understand it in
the manner and the way you want me to understand,
which is your way. I am saying you were consulted at
the General Assembly, when the machines were here
and you were educated on this thing. The Councils were
also consulted.
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order Madam Chairperson.
I thought I would just be a bit patient. Maybe for our
records in Parliament to be in order, let us remember that
this Bill came under a certificate of urgency and it was
passed before we could go back to our constituencies.
So I just wanted to say since we are a democracy, and
we are guided by truth, let us just say people were not
consulted; and then state that we had no time to consult
people yet the Bill managed to be passed. Therefore if
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there is a problem, let us consult one another as a nation
until we reach a proper conclusion. I mean, we would
really have a serious problem if we could say there was
consultation. Councils were sensitised after the Bill
was passed, and that is when we started going around
sharing the information.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Honourable Member. I
think the Member did not get his facts right. The Councils
were consulted immediately after the Namibian trip…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson, let me
continue with my deliberation, they will have time to
make theirs. Those who are arguing for consultation
or no consultation will plead their case. Here we are
discussing the budget to finance the reforms and that is
what I am agreeable to. I am saying Minister, that was a
good job, the reforms are here…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tsogwane,
there is another point of order this side? Who among you
called for it? This tall one is already standing. Continue.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Chairperson, the Honourable
Minister is really misleading the nation and he is not
addressing us properly. If one is an adult and a Minister
who is also happens to Father of the House, and then
they talk like that; what does it really mean? Well,
now I realise why the Ministry of Local Government
and Rural Development is failing to improve because
it has leaders such as him. A leader who will tell the
nation that something has happened when it is actually
not true. There has never been any consultation Madam
Chairperson. Even the Honourable Minister knows very
well that there has never been any consultation, even at
the Councils. That is why I wanted him to tell us exactly
which Council was consulted before the Bill was passed
in Parliament Madam Chairperson.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You know what; let me
tell you something here. When all of you press the
microphones that side; when this thing here is green, I
just keep quiet because there is no way I can talk to you.
You called for a point of procedure, go ahead.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): I am surprised that Honourable
Nkaigwa is attacking us a Ministry, what have we done
to him? When you attack us like that, what have we said
to you?
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Your boss is…
MS TSHIRELETSO: You did not talk about my
boss. I am an individual. Honourable Tsogwane is an
individual. Frans is an individual. If you want to attack
Honourable Tsogwane because he said something to
you, do so without involving us. Never ever do that.
No! I want him to withdraw the statement which says
“leaders who do not have a vision.” I am not responding
to him, I am saying he should withdraw that thing.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You provoked others,
please correct that. You provoked them because you
said leaders. Address the Member on the floor; do not
talk about all of them.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Actually I was talking from the bottom of my spirit; this
Ministry has no leadership Madam Chairperson. That
is why Local Government has gone down more than
all the other ministries because there is no visionary
leadership. Even if you listen to the contributions of the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development,
what are you expecting Madam Chairperson; that the
Ministry can go somewhere with a calibre of leaders
like these?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tshireletso
was saying you should not paint them with one brush
Honourable Nkaigwa. Honourable Mayor Nkaigwa.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is my opinion.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, that opinion is not
acceptable; you are aggravating the other Members. You
are provoking Honourable Tshireletso.
MS TSHIRELETSO: Point of order. We have not
heard what this man is saying about us.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Nkaigwa,
please withdraw the statement you used to refer to
those who are not on the floor and focus on Honourable
Tsogwane, he is the leader. Do not include all of them
as you did.
MR NKAIGWA: Should I withdraw that Assistant
Ministers are also involved?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Sir?
MR NKAIGWA: Should I exclude Assistant Ministers?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes.
MR NKAIGWA: Yes, I have removed them from the
statement Madam Chairperson.
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Chairperson...
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR TSOGWANE: I am not worried or concerned
by the comments made by the Honourable Member
because I know everyone knows his level of thinking.
So, I would not be worried. When characters like these
ones try to criticise you, just let things go because you
know these are the problems when people have not
been voted correctly. That is why they are so scared of
the EVM because they know EVM will bring credible
people here not characters like Nkaigwa who do not
even know what their party is...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure
Madam Chairperson.
MR TSOGWANE: Let me continue
Chairperson as if nothing has happened...

Madam

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: There is a point of
procedure.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of procedure. Madam
Chairperson, Honourable Father of the House has
just uttered a shocking statement to the effect that
Honourable Nkaigwa knows that the Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) is going to determine who wins and
who does not win. So I think he has a lot to tell us.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR MMOLOTSI: Would you kindly ask him to tell us
more about his allegation.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Explain Honourable
Father.
MR TSOGWANE: Let me continue. He is one of those
characters, so you should never bother yourself with
their comments.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson, I am talking
about the reforms…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson, one can
explain when they have said something reasonable.
Honourable Member here could not have explained why
he is saying, such leadership is the type of leadership that
you would not expect the Local Government and Rural
Development to have developed or to have progressed.
He has never explained why he is saying that. So why
should I be asked to explain on some comments which
are raised by people who are not serious, because they
are not serious about their comments. I am serious here,
I want to continue. Let me continue, because I do not
want to be derailed and no one has got the capacity to
derail us from this side.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Chairperson.
MR TSOGWANE: So the EVM as some people
have asked questions about some of the things, about
provisions that would be needed to be brought into the
picture, like Honourable Keorapetse, yes he will be
answered.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tsogwane,
the calls for points of order are becoming many, you
should respond.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Who called out a point
of order?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are too many!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I am this side.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Where are you?

MR TSOGWANE: That these reforms are all in order.
The machine…

MR MOSWAANE: This side, it is Honourable
Moswaane. Thank you. Madam Chairperson I should
point out that some statements uttered in Parliament
can get one in trouble and some can liberate them and
so perhaps the Honourable Member should correct his
words. I am referring to when he said, ‘EVM will bring
capable leaders’, and that statement can cause problems
because EVM does not vote, the people vote.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tsogwane,
you have to correct what you said rather than attacking
him. Just explain what you meant.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, if he stood on a point
of order, we will not be able to proceed.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
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MR MOSWAANE: I therefore take it that this can
cause problems for us.

MR TSOGWANE: That is all I am saying, which will
be bring a lot of credibility to our voting process.

HONOURABLE
Chairperson.

MR TSOGWANE: What I would like to ask the
Minister…

MEMBER:

Point

of

order

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please keep quite…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Members
keep quite. I agree with Honourable Moswaane,
Honourable Member correct your statement and
continue. The EVMs are not the ones that vote.
MR TSOGWANE: Any sensible person knows that
the machine is not the one which is voting. When you
say, a process can yield credible people, it is a correct
statement. Some processes may not, there is nothing
wrong in saying this process will be perfect, it would
bring credible people here. So some people who
have been trafficking voters, some who have been …
(interruptions)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR TSOGWANE: Telling people that you must cancel
where Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) is, we know
how they have been campaigning…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: There is a point of order
this side. Honourable Tsogwane! Honourable Tsogwane!

MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
I still want to insist that EVM cannot bring credible
people to Parliament. EVM cannot do that. Honourable
Minister, is saying EVM would bring credible people
here but it does not take part in the registration of voters,
cannot traffic anybody. Therefore if the Honourable
Minister does not want to withdraw what he said, we
should ask him if that can be used in a court of law?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: As one side remark was
just made, that is a correction; he is telling him that the
machine is not the one that will bring credible people.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Let me move onto my next point, where I will request
the Minister to try to consider this system of mobile
polling vote…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MR TSOGWANE: We know how they have been
campaigning. So even Honourable Moswaane has lost
his senses now that he is in Parliament…

MR TSOGWANE: Because regarding a mobile polling
vote, we have observed in the past that in some very
rural settlements, you will find that there are only about
ten (10) people on the voters roll.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Father!

MADAM CHAIRPERSON:
microphone.

MR TSOGWANE: Then he must say so.
MR KEORAPETSE: Point of order. Madam
Chairperson, the Father of the House is becoming angry
because you are very unfair on him. In all honesty,
because he is telling the truth that he knows; that EVM
would determine who comes back here. Do not therefore
force him to change that which he knows.

Switch

off

that

MR TSOGWANE: And when those ten (10) people
have voted, the whole day…

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Chairperson.

MR REATILE: Procedure. Madam Chairperson, I
stand on a point of procedure because I do not want your
Parliament to be like some Parliaments in Africa which
are always in court because of the statements made in
the House. I therefore wanted to caution Honourable
Tsogwane that the statement that he made can be used in
court and so with all due respect Honourable Tsogwane
is the one who can demonstrate that indeed EVM can
screen who can win and who ca not. Alternatively he
should withdraw those words and proceed with a clean
debate.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Tsogwane,
there is another point of order.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I still give you the chance
to do that Honourable Tsogwane.

MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson, EVM is a
technology. It is a perfect technology which will bring a
lot of credibility on the voting process.
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MR TSOGWANE: Thank you Madam Chairperson,
I think I have been substantiating on my statement,
all I said was the Electronic Voting Machine is such a
technology that we know, it will perfect our electoral
process…

said without points of order being called out. That is
what we are not supposed to be doing.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.

MR TSOGWANE: So I am saying, I do not know
when the Honourable Member loses his senses, because
I know him to be a sound and sensible person. So, if you
would agree with some of these people on the other side
who are bend on trying to interject, people like General
who never say any sensible thing in Parliament and they
start interjecting, what do you get from that?

MR TSOGWANE: It will perfect our electoral
process…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Time is running out, I
want to order him.
MR TSOGWANE: And any perfect electoral process
it goes without saying that it will bring credible people.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Chairperson.
MR TSOGWANE: So I do not know what the argument
is all about. I was saying that you must…

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I wanted to hear for
myself.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: No! Point of order.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Ngaka, you
have three (3) minutes.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Madam Chairperson. I was
saying the changes in elections …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order…

MR NGAKA: Oh! Three (3) minutes! This is jealousy.

MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson you must…

MADAM CHAIRPERSON:
Honourable Ngaka, proceed.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Wait.
MR SALAKAE: Point of order. Madam Chairperson,
you always advise us against using unpalatable words
towards one another. I am wondering if it is acceptable
for the Father of the House to say to Honourable
Moswaane that he has lost his senses and so I am
wondering if it is proper to use such words. If we just let
it go it means that it is acceptable that we can say that
to others. I therefore suggest that he withdraws those
words.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: That is what I said you
should do Honourable Salakae. When you are making
noise like you were doing I could not hear him clearly
but you heard him. You then need to stand up and
inform us. Did you say Honourable Moswaane has lost
his senses?
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Chairperson, when we
speak and people at the end of the presentation start
raising issues which are not true, that delays us. I have
not said anything and I hope I will stand up and start my
deliberation, because I have been pushed from pillar to
post. All the time I try to speak, they interject. So I will
demand that my time should be increased so that I can
put…

We cannot go back.

MR NGAKA: Madam Chairperson, I was saying
there have been several changes in elections. We are
still using ballot paper right now. If at all Honourable
Keorapetse could recall clearly what the lady presenting
in India said to him, she was talking about the onetime programmable language to the machines that is
being used in the digital memory of that machine. It is
locked with a fuse such that it is not easy to tamper with.
That is what she said when she talked about the 1.5 …
(Interruptions)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification Honourable
MR NGAKA: Let me finish, I have been given three
(3) minutes.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Are you yielding? You do
not have much time.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…

MR SALAKAE: On a point of clarification. Let me ask
you. At one point I gave you this advice, do you still
remember when I said constituencies such as the one you
and Honourable Moipisi represent are going to be used
by Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) to exchange so
that it may appear as if it is okay. You should know that
we might be given Honourable Moipisi’s constituency
and your constituency through EVM. Do you still
remember that?

MR TSOGWANE: Yes, but I think you have seen that
I have never concluded a single sentence of what I have

MR NGAKA: Since you have not said that to me,
I do not remember. What I wanted to say is that, the
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machine itself… I even asked, I was with Honourable
Keorapetse asking the engineer that, “the cable used
between the …(Interruptions)… and the ballot unit,
how safe is it?” I was even suggesting that maybe they
could have used an optic fibre between the two (2) units
such that we use light transmission between the two (2)
units. They defeated me by saying it will force them to
use the media converters in the two (2) machines. That
will complicate the machine now because the two (2)
machines do not have any transmission signals at all
from the outside, except …(Interruptions)… the cable
that it is connecting to two (2) cables…(Interruptions)
… Therefore it is not easy like …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Chair.
DR MMATLI: On a point of order. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. Now it does not make any sense because I
wanted to say that you should stop him from telling us
about their trip to India as it does not have anything to
do with the issue at hand. Time has elapsed.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No! You are out of order
Doctor. He is explaining what they saw during that trip.
Proceed.
MR NGAKA: Madam Chairperson, it is just jealousy,
he is wasting my time. I wanted to say that they were
showing that it is not easy …
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Order! Your time
is up. It is 1525 Hours. I now call upon the Honourable
Minister to respond.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE):
Thank
you Madam Chairperson. I will like to thank all the
colleagues who commented in support of this motion,
even those who may not have been in support, because
they were exercising their rights.
I would like to start by the seemingly contentious
issue which in reality is not as contentious as some
Honourable Members seem to portray it; the issue
of consultation. When we debated this motion in
this House, Honourable Gaolathe raised the issue of
consultation. We both agreed that it is not about lack of
consultation, it is about the extent to which consultation
was carried out because I did give examples. Post 2009
elections, the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC)
convened an evaluation meeting of the elections. It was
at that valuation meeting that innovation in the running
of elections was raised and the issue of the Electronic
Voting Machine was brought into the picture. This
was even confirmed in the Hansard when later on,
Honourable Mmolotsi did say in the House that, “we
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are behind, we should be ahead, moving with the times
and we must introduce the EVMs.”
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of order. Madam
Chairperson, Honourable Molale is quoting words I
supposedly used but it is not true. May I request that you
reprimand him and ask him to withdraw them because it
is not true that I said that.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: It is correction.
Honourable Member, he is saying you are not telling
the truth.
MR MOLALE: Madam Chairperson, it will be recalled
that at the time of the debate of that motion, Honourable
Maele did quote from the Hansard, quoting Honourable
Mmolotsi on the issue of introduction of EVMs. He did.
So, I am just…
DR MMATLI: On a point of procedure. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. Honourable Molale is saying he
and Honourable Gaolathe agreed that consultation was
carried out. “It is not a matter of whether consultation
is done, it is an extent to which it has been done.” Here
is procedure; he is stating this issue as if it was an
agreement made in Parliament but maybe it was made
while they were out on a tea break. Now he is stating it
as if it has a bearing on the deliberations that took place
in this House. I was requesting that he should scrape that
one because he is trying to show that we on the other
hand are saying it was not carried out whereas he and
Honourable Gaolathe agreed that consultation has been
done. He should scrape that.
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Chairperson. I said
in the course of the debate in this House, Honourable
Gaolathe raised the point of consultation. He agreed
that, “the machine is okay, it is the consultation that has
not taken place.” I responded by saying, “no, we should
not say consultation has not taken place, we should be
talking about the extent to which the consultation was
undertaken.”
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLALE: I was responding. Madam Chairperson,
I have the Hansard here with me, the very one refuted by
Honourable Mmolotsi, here it is.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: If you press, I cannot
respond.
MR NKAIGWA: Point of order. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. When the Minister says Honourable
Gaolathe was in agreement to what he said, what is
he talking about because he was responding to the
comments that were made by Members of Parliament?
So which agreement could that possibly be? The use of
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the word agreement is proper Madam Chairperson. He
has to withdraw it because they never agreed.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Clarify it Honourable
Molale.
MR MOLALE: I thank you Madam Chairperson. I will
keep on saying this, we debate to agree and that is the
context in which I am taking this thing. He argued, I
responded and we continued. What was it? So, Madam
Chair…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Molale, their
point of departure is that, you stated that Honourable
Gaolathe was in agreement with you. In your discussions,
you had responded in that manner but he had stated that
consultation was not yet done. So they want you to
correct that because you said he was in agreement.
MR MOLALE: Kana Honourable Gaolathe is here. I
stated that he supports the machine, is that right? He
does not support the issue of consultation rather. I then
responded and said he should not say there was no
consultation but rather he should talk about the extent of
the consultation. Now if the word agreement…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
MR MOLALE: I think Madam Chairperson, we have
seen this afternoon the points of procedure and order
being abused in this House.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you saying abuse?
What do you know about abuse when you are specially
elected?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure. You are not
the Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please! Wait a minute.
You are standing on too many points of procedure. The
allegation is that Honourable Gaolathe supports the
introduction of machines but the problem is that there
was no consultation. Now why do you want to stand on
points of procedure?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He claims that they
have agreed.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Let me hear from the
horse’s mouth because you are poking your nose where
it does not belong.

MR GAOLATHE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. I have not said I agree with the machine.
I have said that, I agree with the machine under certain
circumstances and one of those circumstances if there
had been proper consultation; that is one of them. The
second one is, if there had been a Voter Verifiable Paper
Trail. The machine as it is, I do not agree with it. I have
not agreed with it as is.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Just withdraw because
we are behind the schedule.
MR MOLALE: No, he supports me but since you are
insisting that I withdraw, I will. Madam Chairperson as
I proceed, I said…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Chairperson.
MR MOLALE: I have withdrawn, did you not hear
that in Setswana?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Once you show me that
you wish to stand on a point of procedure, then you
switch off your microphone.
DR P. BUTALE: Madam Chairperson, I want us to
revisit the issue of consultation because I think we are
proceeding under a very fallacious statement here. The
Minister insists that there was consultation prior to the
introduction of the Bill to Parliament, there was never
any consultation with Members of Parliament or with the
Councillors or with any Constituency that we represent
here. The Bill was brought to Parliament on a Certificate
of Urgency. The contentious point in Parliament was
that Members never had the chance to go and consult.
So, I do not know, maybe he needs to tell us what does
he mean by consultation? If he proceeds with him hiding
behind the extent of consultation which for him simply
means taking two (2) Members of Parliament, on a factfinding mission to India, I do not think that qualifies as
consultation in a democratic dispensation. Consultation
dictates that we go to Batswana and hear their views
on the reform that we want to bring. So, I think if we
proceed under such misinformation, the record of this
House is going to be distorted.
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Chairperson. It is
the Honourable Member’s contention on that point and
I also have my own point of view. I am not misleading
this House, even at the time when we debated …
MR NGAKA: Elucidation. Thank you Madam
Chairperson. Minister, what are you saying about
the issue that was raised by Honourable Dithapelo
Keorapetse that, the paper should: i) state the name of
the person who voted ii) even the party, how do you
relate to it and the regulations that guide Independent
Electoral Commission (IEC) currently?

Hansard No 187

19

Tuesday 14th March, 2017

ORGANISATION 1600 - INDEPENDENT ELECTORAL
COMMISSION - Committee of Supply (Resumed Debate)

MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Chairperson. I fail
to understand how we understand some of the things that
we read because in Section 70 (a) in the Constitution
which talks about the verification of electronic vote. If
at all we have realised later on that the inclusion of that
section was not done justice, you are free and I am also
willing to allow for an amendment which will satisfy
everyone. For your information Madam Chairperson,
after we passed the law, certain things were not done
properly when amending this law especially the forms.
So, we have agreed in the Cabinet to bring those things
here to amend them because they are minor amendments.
Now if issues like verification of electronic voting was
overlooked, which was one of the amendments which
were endorsed, should all be encompassed. Those that
were not endorsed shall remain as is. However, if there
was any that was not noticed and we wish to include it,
that we can do.
MR KEORAPETSE: Clarification. Honourable
Minister, just so that I understand you, are you saying
the reservations that we have about the electronic voting
machine without Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail is
not acceptable and that we are highly suspicious, is it
your opinion and you are amenable to an amendment
which changes the law to include the Voter Verified
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)?
MR MOLALE: Madam Chairperson, all that I am
saying is, if it is an amendment which we deem it
important as the House, then there is no problem, that is
the procedure of this House. However, let us take heed
that we shall not take any amendment that will be made
during when we request for money to procure these
machines when it has been approved by this House.
That is un-procedural.
Now, we all know that to err is human, tell me of anybody
who does not make a mistake. If this House think they
have omitted something and we all agree that we need
to correct that, which is how we do things. We should
not be touring the horizon on a number of things that are
unnecessary. Honourable Mmatli has requested…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …( Laughter!)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: I am in charge here and
I dictate who to speak. Dr Mmatli, Minister is yielding
for you.
DR MMATLI: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Minister. … (Laughter) …I should clarify Honourable
Minister because Honourable Phillip Makgalemele
has indicated that Parliament agreed that the Paper
Audit Trail should be included in the law. Honourable
Tshireletso also recalls that that should be the case.
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Now are you saying it has been included or it is not
there? Should we go and discuss it again so that it can
be included? I want to understand because I remember
the reason we were given that was to check if it is there
or not. We expected it to be there and we expected it to
have been included.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Madam
Chairperson, I would not want to cast aspersions on
anybody. A proposal to amend was brought forth and
what has been included in the law is what was agreed
here. I said that Section 70 (a) (1) which talks about
verification of electronic vote is the one which is here
and I agree with that and everybody agrees with it. Now
I am saying, and I will repeat it Madam Chairperson
that, if in the process of checking if verification is
complete, we realise that we have omitted something
that could actually reinforce that verification, we are
free. As I have said, I will bring an amendment on some
of the things that we have omitted here so that we debate
them. That is the process we are taking. I do not know
why we are jittery about that. It is nothing that is outside
the process or procedure. It is something that has always
happened in this House.
So Madam Chairperson, I request…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR MOLALE: No, my time is up. There are a lot of
issues that were raised here.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Really! Are you not my
friend?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are left with ten (10)
minutes because the bottom one is not working, ten
minutes.
MR MOLALE: Okay. There were other issues that
were raised Madam Chairperson by colleagues. I
agree with Honourable Kablay, Honourable Markus,
Honourable Tsogwane and Honourable Mabeo that we
should not be suspicious of one another. This thing is
done in good faith and the reasons were advanced that
we want to improve the efficiency of this process, now
with the suspicions, I am not sure if…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Ngaka, go.
Honourable Ntlhaile has left.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes I am waiting for
him.
MR MOLALE: I am not sure if we are really being
focused on continuous improvement as somebody
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reminded us yesterday. Some skeptics over the years,
there were discs when we wanted to improve, they then
say, “no, they pour ink in the discs,” so we want discs of
various shapes and configurations. Then came the black
beads with a hole and it was alleged that when it is put in
the envelope, there is a powder that changes their colour,
but there was nothing like that. Every stage when we
try to improve the process, there are those skeptics, but
over time we have proved that no, we are a Government
of good intentions, we want to do things such that they
always show that there are improvements. If I may quote
from the Hansard, Number 179, Honourable Mmolotsi
said…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MOLALE: “In Namibia they introduce the new
system…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Okay! Do quote, do
quote,I was reading…(Interruptions)… …
MR MOLALE: Yes Madam… “the new state
introduced the new electoral system by using Electronic
Voting Machines. Everyone can vote wherever they are
and there is no problem.”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who said that?
MR MOLALE: Honourable Wynter Mmolotsi on
Monday 2nd March 2015.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MOLALE: Yes sir. Now what I am saying Madam
Chairperson is that I commend Honourable Mmolotsi
and Honourable Kesupile for out-rightly agreeing that
this is improvement. There may be some challenges here
and there but like I have just said, if we feel there are
some issues that need to be ironed out, let us continue to
amend so that ultimately there are no challenges. That
is what I am saying. I would be very happy if we could
all have that positive mind like Honourable Mmolotsi
whom I have just quoted.
DR P. BUTALE: Procedure. Madam Chairperson, you
know, I think as a matter of principle and good practice,
I do not think this kind of quoting is allowed. It amounts
to even academic dishonesty. He is quoting out of
context and he is just picking some specific part of what
Honourable Mmolotsi said, that works for him and then
leaves the rest. We do not even know the context under
which this was said. I think as a principle, we are setting
a very bad precedence going forward. I will go and
pick a line from somebody who was saying something,
leave everything else and come and say this person was
saying this thing in this way, knowing very well that is
not representative of what was said.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Molale,
correct your quotation.
MR MOLALE: I thank you Madam Chairperson.
The context that Honourable Member is talking about
is relevant to what we are discussing now, as it was
relevant to when we were discussing the Committee of
Supply in 2015, where we were being asked to be on
a continuous improvement. I have said as a responsive
Government, we listen to everybody and we embark on
parts of continuous improvements. I do not know what
Honourable Butale is saying when he says I am quoting
out of context. It is within the context of change which
was instigated by Honourable Mmolotsi.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Okay, please hold on.
MR MMOLOTSI: Clarification. Madam Chairperson,
you what Honourable Molale is doing is totally out of
order. This is exactly what they do even at the Botswana
Television (Btv), where they pick someone`s sentence
and cut it before it is concluded. I never said I agreed
with the electronic voting machine that does not have
a Voter Verifiable Paper Trail. I never said that. Even
today sir, I do not agree with the machine that does
not have a Paper Verifiable Trail. I even proposed an
amendment here advocating for that. Can I make an
amendment agreeing with a plain machine? Minister,
stop cheating.
MR MOLALE: Madam Chairperson …
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are now messing it
by concluding with the word “cheating.”
MR MOLALE: I have responded. Madam Chairperson,
you will realise that I was praising Honourable Mmolotsi
and may you allow me to quote his next paragraph.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Quote.
MR MOLALE: “This is why I am saying that we
need to allocate the Independent Electoral Commission
(IEC) a lot of money because we need reforms. We
need our electoral system to improve and to continue
to improve such that we will find ourselves leading
because Botswana in terms of democracy, fares well
as compared to other countries. It appears though
that when it comes to reforms and improving things,
generally we have been left behind simply because we
feel that it is working for us.” There is nothing out of
context Madam Chairperson. I am not talking about
the issue of the paper trail; I did respond to that one
to say that if there is anything that has been left out,
there is still an opportunity to correct the situation.
For now I am talking about the reform in the electoral
process that we spoke about in this House and agreed
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upon. I am even grateful to Honourable Mmolotsi
for he was one of the lead persons who talked about
innovation for the change. We cannot change the words
once we have agreed on them. Madam Chairperson, I
was responding to those comments so that we ensure
that we did not flout any procedure. Having said that
Madam Chairperson, I now request that a total of
Sixty Million, Four Hundred and Forty Thousand,
Seven Hundred and Fifty Pula (P60 440 750), from the
Recurrent Budget, and One Hundred and Twenty-Four
Million, Five Hundred and Eighteen Thousand Eight
Hundred Pula (P124 518 800), from the Development
Budget be approved for the financial year 2017/2018 for
Organisation 1601-Independent Electoral Commission.
I so move Madam Chairperson.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Did you say 1601 or
1600?
MR MOLALE: 1600. Thank you.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes sir, thank you.
Order! Take your seat Honourable Mangole, quickly.
Honourable Billy! What are you doing? Honourable
Tshekedi, when I am standing you are not supposed
to be moving about. You have to respect Parliament
Honourable Members and you have to accord me
respect as well. I just feel like sending you out.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Send them out.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Take your seats quickly.
Question put and division called for.
MR NKAIGWA: On a point of order. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. I want to understand something
Madam Chairperson regarding the time allocated to
this ministry; when you asked the question the time
was 15:56, are we following procedure? The time that
was given to this department was from 14:45 to 15:55.
I therefore want to understand because we were waiting
for people to come into the House and they only came
in at 15:56. Even if you can check the Hansard Madam
Chairperson. The question was put at 15:56. This is
why I am asking whether we are following the correct
procedure.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yah!
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Do not say, “Yah” to me.
Have you voted?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Yes Madam Chairperson,
we have won.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You have won my child?
Okay let me announce. Honourable Members, eighteen
(18) Members voted, “yes” thirteen Members (13)
voted, “no” no one abstained. Therefore the Ayes have
it.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): On a point of Procedure.
Madam Chairperson, I want to ask whether this results
are not of the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) that we
are currently using here.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, it is not the same. Sit
down.
MR SALAKAE: On a point of order. Madam
Chairperson, I think earlier on you made a ruling
regarding one issue…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please listen. There is so
much noise that side. I am listening Honourable Salakae.
MR SALAKAE: Yes Madam Chairperson, Honourable
Nkaigwa was complaining that you have indicated the
time that we are supposed to start debating issues in
the Order Paper. Therefore the Minister had exceeded
the time and you mentioned that you are responsible
for setting the time but that is not what Standing Order
102.2 (c) is saying. It is saying you do not control the
time. You had written the time here so that we may
all see it, it says from 14:45 hours to 15:55 hours, the
Minister was supposed to move at 15:55.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: We were on time.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: There is nothing wrong
with what I did. Order! You called out for division and
therefore that is what we will do. Ring the bell for two
minutes. Order! Can you please close the door so that
we can begin the voting process? Please take your seats,
we are going to vote.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Read it.

Order! Now I am activating, are they working that side?

MR SALAKAE: She did not say I should read it, you
are not the Chairperson. You were mistakenly given the
ministerial post when we have other people for that post.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)...
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MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Please wait, who
authorised you to start voting? Those who agree with
the motion should press 2, those who are against it
should press 3, and those who abstain should press 4.
Proceed. Have you voted?
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Tuesday 14th March, 2017

ORGANISATION 1700- OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN
Committee of Supply

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: And you are right. No
Honourable Member, sit down. You all know that we
sometimes put up this time and end up reserving a lot
of time if we had not taken long on the debates and that
does not mean a thing.

accountability and transparency in Government, through
the observance of set rules and procedures, thereby
upholding good governance.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Are you not going to
read it for them?
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, that does not mean
a thing. We have been keeping time and sometimes
reserve it. Order Honourable Members it is 16:04 we
will go for a 20 minutes break. I am pleading to you that
you come back.
PROCEEDINGS SUSPENDED FOR 20 MINUTES
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Please note that 2
hours has been allocated to this Organisation. I shall call
upon the Honourable Minister to reply to the debate at
17:45 hours today and the question will be put at 15:00
hours tomorrow.

ORGANISATION 1700- OFFICE OF THE
OMBUDSMAN
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Thank
you Madam Chairperson. I rise to present to this
Honourable House the Budget Estimates for financial
year 2017/2018 for Organization 1700-Ombudsman.
The total Recurrent Budget Estimate for the 2017/2018
financial year amounts to Twenty-Nine Million, Five
Hundred and Eighteen Thousand, Six hundred Pula
(P29 518 600.00) and the Development Budget is Eight
Million Pula (P8 000 000.00).

Madam Chairperson, from January to December 2016,
the Office of the Ombudsman received eight hundred
and fifty-nine (859) complaints and queries. Of those,
four hundred and thirty-three (433) were from the
Gaborone office, three hundred and fifty-two (352) from
the Francistown office and seventy-four (74) from the
newly opened Maun office. Three hundred and ninety
(390) or 45.4 per cent of those cases were resolved
during the same year.
Madam Chairperson, as a further commitment to
strengthening the Ombudsman’s Office we intend to
amend the Ombudsman Act of 1995, to expand the
mandate of the Office of the Ombudsman by conferring
upon it the mandate to deal with issues of human rights.
Work on the project commenced with benchmarking
visits to Ghana, Namibia and Tanzania. These are three
(3) African democracies with a rich history of good
governance, and whose Ombudsman institutions also
handle human rights issues. The lessons from those
visits will, along with inputs from other stakeholders, go
a long way in informing the review and amendment of
the Act. The Draft Bill amending the Ombudsman Act
is currently being handled by the Attorney General’s
Chambers. A functional structure of the Office of
the Ombudsman will also be produced as soon as the
amended Act is passed by Parliament, to support its
implementation.

Madam Chairperson, the Office of the Ombudsman has
been in operation for over nineteen (19) years, having
started operations in 1997. The Office has grown from
the initial staff complement of seven (7) in 1998/99, to
a total of ninety-eight (98) officers, spread over three
offices in Gaborone, Francistown and Maun.

Madam Chairperson, non-responsiveness by ministries
and departments to Ombudsman enquiries has been the
main challenge to the effectiveness of the Office since
its establishment. Though it was reported last year that
there had been an improvement in ministries’ responses
to the Ombudsman’s enquiries as a result of intensified
interactions between the Ombudsman and Ministerial
Performance Improvement Committees (MPICs) and
the robust issuance of subpoenas to compel public
officials to appear before the Ombudsman, we are of the
strong view that the response levels are not sufficient
enough and that more still needs to be done by way of
empowering the Office to efficiently serve the nation.
Alongside the conferment of the human rights mandate,
we believe the new Ombudsman Act will generally
empower the Office to discharge its mandate.

The Office of the Ombudsman continues to investigate
complaints of maladministration against the Government
and its agencies, thereby playing an oversight role over
the public sector and providing guidance on issues
of good administration. That way the Ombudsman
promotes adherence to good administrative standards,

Madam Chairperson, the Ombudsman remains
concerned about the high volumes of complaints by
public service employees. This is particularly disturbing
as the same public service employees are expected to
deliver service to members of the public, yet they are
perpetually unhappy about issues of their own welfare

Madam Chairperson, before I delve into the budget
proposals for the Office of the Ombudsman, I wish to
take this House through some background information
and appraise it about the activities of this Office from
the last financial year.
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and conditions of service. These generally revolve
around poor or improper interpretation and application
of Government policies, rules and regulations, such as
schemes of service, Public Service Directives, and in
the greater majority of cases, non-response to employee
queries. The Ombudsman has on this note emphasized
the need for ministries to strengthen their complaints
handling procedures, and to put employee welfare at the
forefront of their daily business.

Madam Chairperson, having said that it is now my
pleasure to request that the Office of the Ombudsman be
funded to the tune of Twenty-Nine Million, Five Hundred
and Eighteen Thousand, Six Hundred Pula (P29 518
600.00) under the Recurrent Budget. This represents an
increase of 20.82 per cent over the 2016/17 provision
of Twenty-Four million, Four Hundred and ThirtyTwo thousand, Five Hundred and eighty Pula (P24 432
580.00). An upward review of Five Million, Eighty-Six
Thousand, and Twenty Pula (P5 086 020.00) has been
provided for under personnel emoluments, travelling
and transport, general expenses and supplies, councils,
conferences and exhibitions, as well as training, to cater
for the Office’s expansion and to enable it to effectively
participate more in international Ombudsman matters
and to improve internal efficiency.

One other issue Madam Chairperson which has been
noted, is that the responsibility for handling public
service employee grievances, is spread across several
entities such as the Public Service Commission, the
Public Service Bargaining Council etcetera, without
any point of convergence in both their mandates and
operations. It is my view that these institutions and their
legal frameworks should be streamlined and refocused
with the Ombudsman taking the leading role on matters
of administrative justice. To that extent, once the review
has been concluded, the Office of the Ombudsman
will be resourced and empowered to effectively and
independently provide the required guidance on these
critical areas.
Madam Chairperson, public awareness about the Office
of the Ombudsman remains a challenge as many of our
people still do not have sufficient information about the
services that the Office offers. To that end, the Office
of the Ombudsman has identified public education as
an area that requires greater focus and resources. The
Office of the Ombudsman therefore continued with its
public education drive during the financial year 2016/17,
covering six (6) school visits, an open mall campaign,
two (2) full council meetings, two (2) joint anticorruption and best administration practice workshops
with Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime
(DCEC), and eight (8) appearances at exhibitions, fairs
and commemorations.
Madam Chairperson, in the last Committee of Supply
Speech, it was pronounced that the Office of the
Ombudsman is in the process of establishing a branch
office in Maun to ensure easy access to its services in
that area.
As reported above, the office is already operational,
having commenced operations in May 2016. The office
however, operates from rented premises which are not
very conducive to Ombudsman work. There is therefore,
still a need for the construction of a purpose built facility
to accommodate the Office of the Ombudsman in Maun,
and a plot has already been acquired for that purpose.
RECURRENT BUDGET
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Madam Chairperson, a total of Eight Million Pula (P 8
000 000.00) has been requested under the Development
Budget to cover both the pre-construction works, and the
actual construction of the Maun office. The first phase of
the project is scheduled for financial year 2017/18.
Madam Chairperson, this concludes my budget proposal
for Organisation 1700-Office of the Ombudsman. I
therefore request that the sum of Twenty-Nine Million,
Five Hundred and Eighteen Thousand, Six Hundred
Pula (P29 518 600.00) for Recurrent Expenditure and
Eight Million Pula (P8 000 000.00) for the Development
Expenditure be approved and stand part of the Estimates
for the financial year 2017/2018. I move accordingly.
Thank you Madam Chairperson
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You cannot force me to
speed up. You are not supposed to.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Let me thank
you Madam Chairman. I want to comment on the
Minister’s presentation on his budget estimates for
the Office of the Ombudsman. We all know how this
office was established and its mandate of improving
procedures and transparency in service delivery to
the people is well known. In the past 19 years it has
displayed transparency exceptionally well.
The main challenge is that there is a belief that
Honourable Members do not read and therefore they
will just say what is in their hearts or their thoughts. This
mindset then leads to a situation whereby when a report
such as the one that has just been presented is written,
it does not clearly articulate the vision, the short as well
as the long term visions, nor show the challenges which
an organization such as the Ombudsman may come
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across. This norm concerning Honourable Members
then becomes evident when a report does not have a lot
of pages because then it shows that we have not been
given all the information we need in order to support the
budget request.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Madam
Chairperson. I had intended on not speaking but
some things are very surprising. For you to see that a
Government department is serious, you will see that by
the work such a department does. Do you see this paper?
This thin piece of paper which has only one staple was
written for Members of Parliament and you will wonder
whether someone takes this department seriously. I am
not surprised because the same person was presenting
another paper here and they are both thin. Even if it
is said that Honourable Members do not read, when
serious departments give you something like this, you
get enticed to read its contents, but with this one Madam
Chairperson it is just half a page with no content.

The other thing that is a great concern is that
Government departments should not be having mixed
feelings concerning the Office of the Ombudsman.
They are the very people who should be having a clear
understanding of the mandate of this office. Instead,
it is a problem because these departments are slow in
assisting this office with the answers needed and at the
time when they are needed. It is therefore not proper
for these departments to be working against this office
in terms of not assisting people referred to them. The
Office of the Ombudsman has been complaining from
a long time back about the lack of cooperation from
Government departments and they have been advising
these departments to do their job.
One particular law that I once read meant for the Office
of the Ombudsman, expected people’s habits to change
not to be changed by the law but rather to change because
it is in their nature to listen and to work together. It is
evident that there is a need to force for a way in which
this office can punish a civil servant, it should not just
be about them having to provide answers but to act on
what is supposed to be done. Since this budget request
is for the two usual things which this office does on a
daily basis including developing their Maun office,
this demotivates one from supporting and advocating
for them to be given money. Therefore, next time they
should request for a budget which will cover taking
their services to the people and explaining to them their
challenges and the department’s future plans. Otherwise
this department will be one department which people do
not care about. I believe that even Honourable Ministers
never talk about this department whilst they are holding
Kgotla meetings. If we continue in this manner, this
department will slowly become extinct yet it is an
important aspect in the governing and the democracy of
this country. Thank you Madam Chairperson.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Madam Chairperson.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I know that when one’s
cellphone rings in Parliament, they are sometimes sent
outside and I am an example of that.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: You are telling the truth,
I do not allow cellphones Honourable Tshireletso, not
at all.

The Office of the Ombudsman is very important in our
country, which the Government could be using to weigh
its services and to check whether citizens get resources
or not. If we treat this department this way, then we are
trying to do away with it just as its budget is a mere
P29 million. They outlined here that they received eight
hundred and fifty-nine (859) cases but they managed
to attend to three hundred and ninety (390) which
translates into 45 per cent, now what is happening to
the other 55 per cent? It means that this department is
stagnant and it does not seem to be doing its job. When
you continue reading through, what hurt me most and
made me suspicious that this Office is being dissolved
is that, can I quote Madam Chairperson, “The Office
of the Ombudsman therefore continued with its public
education drive during the financial year 2016/2017,
covering six (6) school visits, six! six! six!...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Are you still quoting,
“six!six!six!?” Is it in the quotation?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes, I am still… “An
open mall campaign, two (2) full Council meetings,
two (2) joint anti-corruption and best administration
practices workshop with Directorate on Corruption and
Economic Crime (DCEC) and eight (8) appearances at
exhibitions, fairs and commemorations.”
Other Members have no idea what we are talking
about when we talk about Ombudsman; Members like
Honourable Member here but do not be too concerned,
he is from Council. When I look at this Office of
Ombudsman, I think this is the Ministry we should be
paying close attention to. The Minister should ensure
that his departments are performing and note the
challenges people face. If we continue allocating them
the same budget every year and only increase because
perhaps you want to build an office at Maun, which is
wrong.
There is an area which needs the Office of the
Ombudsman and that is Ghanzi. Every time when we
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make developments, we overlook that area of Ghanzi
but we have employees there and Batswana who need
services of this office. That is why I would like to
implore you Minister to increase this budget because
when I look at its history, it seems like we are not serious.
This department needs more funds; it needs special
investigators who can conduct intensive investigation
of cases reported by complainants.

Honourable Minister this is what is needed; lawyers and
I believe sexual harassment in the workplace is wrong.
That is how I am concluding.

Secondly; public education. You can never hear a
Member of Parliament or Minister mentioning it even
at the meetings, it is overlooked. Lack of education.
People should know where they can report and what
type of cases. That is why you will find that cases
which are supposed to be reported at Ombudsman are
reported to DCEC and even to the Police which cause
delay in investigations only to later be told that “your
case is overdue.” That is why I am saying we should
increase the budget. They should constantly conduct
public education in schools. They should be like other
ministries and hold fairs to raise public awareness. Even
most public servants who report cases there are not fully
informed about the cases they should report there.
Secondly this department should have more powers;
I hear you saying you are going to amend its Act so I
implore that as you amend it Honourable Minister, you
should give it more powers because when they write
to Government departments, they never respond. You
have also written in your report that Government never
respond on time, they usually respond late and without
full information.
So it is important to take such issues into consideration
when we amend Honourable Minister, powers and
things like appearing before the court of law should also
be included. Powers to take action against a Permanent
Secretary (PS) or anyone who fails to respond or
appear. Currently they do not have any powers to take
any action, all they can do is plead. I implore that when
you bring such amendments Honourable Minister, they
can give this office powers. Their training should also
be intense, this office calls for lawyers and qualified
lawyers for that matter who can listen to many cases.
There is one issue which concerns me; sexual
harassment in the workplaces. This is an issue that
mostly disadvantages women; if she does not give the
boss what he wants, tomorrow she would be transferred
and would not get promotion.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Let me also mention
some men who sometimes refuse and are also punished
like Honourable Sadique said as he knows them.
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MR BOKO (GABORONE BONNINGTON
NORTH): Thank you very much Madam Chairperson.
Let me start off by indicating that the real problem with
the Office of the Ombudsman is the very legislation
that established the office. It seems to have been
specifically designed to create an ineffective institution
devoid of any powers, firstly to compel any public
officer to comply with its recommendations and/or to
resolve any of the issues that are presented before it.
We have seen in the past when this office was alive
during the times of the then Ombudsman Maine when
certain recommendations were made for the attention
of Parliament, when that report of the Ombudsman was
firstly never tabled and its recommendations ignored by
the then leadership. This situation has continued.
I have a personal experience in relation to the
appointment of the current Ombudsman and this is
not a reflection on his person. It is a reflection on the
flawed processes in terms of which the law requires
that there be some consultation with the Leader of the
Opposition. What does the President of this Republic
who is under obligation to consult with the Leader
of the Opposition do? He writes a letter and tells the
Leader of the Opposition, “I intend to appoint this
individual and here is his Curriculum Vitae (CV).” The
Leader of the Opposition writes back and says, “This is
not consultation. You need to give me a sense of how
many individuals were eligible for appointment to this
position. Give me an indication of their competencies
and qualifications so that it can become clear to me
why this particular individual commends himself if he
does for appointment to the Office of Ombudsman.”
The President writes back and says, “This is a normal
promotion within the civil service.” And I said to him,
“Look, it means you have confined your search for an
Ombudsman to the civil service. You have not opened
the search to cover the entire nation to find the most
competent candidate.” That is the first thing. “But even
within the limited space of the civil service in which you
operated, who else was eligible?” The next thing, there
is an appointment. Only to an insane mind would that
amount to any form of consultation at all? The proper
consultation required by law is that you must place
before the person you are consulting all the information
to indicate why this particular candidate stands out as
the best candidate for appointment to this position. This
was not done. So, you can see the kind of regime that
we have in this country in relation to an office that is
supposed to be very serious. I say this is not a reflection
on the character of the person who was appointed,
talking about the process.
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The second issue that arises in relation to this office is
this…

Commission with utmost urgency. This is not happening,
so, we are given the same lame and sterile story that we
have been given all along, “we are working on it, it will
happen some day when Jesus comes again hopefully”,
but we want a sense of the timing when should we
expect this draft legislation to be before Parliament.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a
point of clarification Madam Chairperson. Thank you
Madam Chairperson. While you are still on that point
Honourable Member; was it stated anywhere in the
legislation how this consultation should be carried out?
MR BOKO: Of course yes, there is a whole corpus of
authority that indicates what proper consultation is, and I
have given you a few indications of what would amount
to serious consultation. Where you give somebody
one (1) name and you would say I want to appoint this
person, what are you saying to the person, what do you
want the person to do? If you give me ten (10) names
and you say, out of these ten (10), this is the candidate
that stood out for whatever reasons, then it gives the
person you are consulting some idea of the pool from
which you were drawing the candidate. So, it stands to
reason, it does not require rocket science to realise that
this is the most arrogant approach that one can imagine.
The point that I wanted to raise is this, there has been a
movement towards the establishment of a Human Rights
Commission, and it is a very powerful office that would
require the person who is appointed as commissioner or
the head of that commission to be at the level of a Judge.
It would go out for instance, to Kasane where it would
discover that there are individuals who were killed by
wildlife, some of them killed by buffaloes and elephants.
It would establish that these people were breadwinners
and that there has been absolutely no compensation
paid in relation to these people for the losses that their
families sustained. A Human Rights Commission would
then recommend appropriate action, including prompt
and adequate compensation in terms of the Constitution.
That is what a Human Rights Commission would do, it
would obviate the need for some of these individuals
to go the route of the court which would mulct them in
heavy litigation costs. It would remove this burden and
resolve these problems speedily and in a most efficient
way.
When the nation cried out for a Human Rights
Commission, your Government said now, the Office of
the Ombudsman will double up; when it has not been
able to perform up to the expectation in relation to these
mundane functions it was given by the Act, now it will
have extra functions. The real problem is this Minister,
that this will entail a reconfiguration, we are told at
Paragraph six (6) of your presentation that the Act
will be amended, we are not given a sense of the time
frames. When? There is absolutely no sense of urgency
and yet people require the service of a Human Rights

In fact, when you deal with draft legislation, the whole
way in which you are doing it is all wrong. You do not
begin by bringing us a draft; you begin by engaging
people to receive the benefit of their input which then
forms the raw material for the draft legislation. So,
what you are doing now is putting the cart before the
horse, you are drafting some legislation which you will
bring to Parliament and you will have your people here
rubberstamp without any serious application as to the
full import and implication of such legislation. Now, this
is the real problem, this is the real challenge and what
you are doing you have bastardised, that is the proper
English word, you bastardised this institution from the
Scandinavia where you copied it. In the Scandinavia,
the Press Ombudsman for instance, has powers to
prosecute the Information Ombudsman. When a citizen
in Sweden under their constitutive constitutional
dispensation, demands information from a Government
official, the Government official must provide that
information within 14 days; that is in Sweden. When a
citizen, an ordinary citizen demands information from
a Government office, that citizen must be given that
information within 14 days, if that does not happen,
the Information Ombudsman has powers to take action
against the officer who withheld the information. This
is how powerful the Office of Ombudsman is in the
Scandinavia where you purported to have copied it from.
You have now bastardised it, you have not even watered
it down, and you have burglarised this institution and
rendered it absolutely useless. So, we hope that in this
purported legislation that is coming, you will present to
us something that is sensible, something that will give
this institution some sense of urgency and requisite
powers to deal with not just administrative impropriety
on the part of Government but serious violations of
people’s fundamental rights in terms of our Constitution.
So, I think you need to go back to the drawing boards.
Thank you very much.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you very much Madam Chairperson. I want to also state
from the onset that this budget the way it was presented
by the Minister, I think it is an indication of how this
Government treats similar organisations, similar
oversight bodies indifferently, you do not take them
seriously. Your obsession with secrecy, you obsession
with hiding behind the blanket word of security says
that, anything that seems to promote transparency, that
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seems to promote good Governance, you shun it. That
is why I believe when you look at the Ombudsman, it
is supposed to be something we need to celebrate, but
when you look at it and the Ombudsman Act of 1995,
you can see as Leader of the Opposition has just been
saying, that you have almost borrowed it entirely from
the British Parliamentary Commissioner Act (PCA)
Act of 1967, which I believe Honourable Minister
when you look at it very carefully, you will realise
that it unnecessarily truncates the form in which the
Ombudsman Office is. That is why the Ombudsman has
been so irrelevant and toothless. I do not know whether
you are even sure of what you expect of them, that is
why Honourable Members are saying, you do not even
seem to have much to say about the said office.

must be its independence from the Government and the
agencies it is mandated to investigate. In order to put his
independence into correct perspective, the Ombudsman
Act must be amended to make the institution a juristic
person. It is important in my view that the independence
of the office be clearly demonstrated in the statutory
basis on which it is established.”

I also wanted to talk briefly about this mandate that you
were talking about. The Ombudsman Act of 1995 talks
about what the Ombudsman is supposed to be doing, the
Ombudsman also has a mandate to look at issues such
as Human Rights violations and what the Ombudsman
is supposed to do in the event of non-compliance. As
Leader of the Opposition has just been saying, if there is
non-compliance, the Act says that the office then brings
a special report to Parliament, but because this body has
been forgotten, it has been disempowered, they have
not been able to do that. I do not think that is a sign
that there have not been any cases of non-compliance,
there have been but because you have disempowered
the Ombudsman, they have been unable to bring in
good measure, in their numbers those special reports to
Parliament.
I also wanted to talk about the appointment as Leader of
the Opposition has just been saying. The law is very clear
on how you are supposed to appoint the Ombudsman
in consultation with the Leader of Opposition, but
we have seen this abused and we are saying this not
because we want to cast any aspersions on any office
bearer, but we are simply saying, the process with
which the appointments are done, undermines the very
independence of the office that they are supposed to be
holding. When you look at the various annual reports
of the Ombudsman Office, they have been making
recommendations Honourable Minister concerning the
independence of Ombudsman. If you allow me Madam
Chair, I want to quote the First Ombudsman Annual
Report of 1998.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Permission granted.
DR P. BUTALE: It says, “The essential characteristics
of the Ombudsman offices worldwide are that they
must be impartial, independent and objective. These
three principles cannot indeed be overemphasised. A
key and central element to any Ombudsman operation

28

Hansard No 187

This position Madam Chair was reiterated in the Second
Report of the Ombudsman of 2000, if you allow me to
quote…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Do quote.
DR P. BUTALE: “In my first annual report, I made
the point that the Ombudsman Act must be amended
to make the office independent from Government. This
assertion I repeat; this office needs to be established
outside the Public Service to make it independent of
any other Government Ministry. Apart from all else, this
is international practice, it is important that the office
be seen by the public and particularly all Government
Departments as not being in competition with them.”
When the Minister comes here and tells us about an
amendment, one expects him to be speaking in this
direction. The Minister should be talking about these
kinds of reforms which have been recommended
year after year, not once, not twice, but time without
number. The Ombudsman, the office bearer saying
to you Honourable Minister, that for us to be able to
discharge our mandate, for us to be able to be of use to
the democracy, we need this kind of amendment.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of clarification. Thank you Madam Chairperson.
Honourable Member, given the arguments that you
have just presented, what stops you from coming to
Parliament with a Private Member’s Bill to specifically
address those concerns?
DR P. BUTALE: Well, if we were talking in a normal
setting in a Government that is truly democratic, there
would not be any problem. But we are dealing with a
very stubborn Government that listens to no one. You do
not even listen to those who advise you and those who
work under you. We are talking about an Ombudsman
hired by the President, advising you through an annual
report not once, not twice, telling you this is the direction
you are supposed to be going and you do not do it.
Let me tell you something and you gave me an
opportunity to elucidate on this point. You were told do
not go and appeal the latest case on the Court of Appeal,
the Leader of the Opposition using his expertise came
to Parliament and said “this is the solution,” we were
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in this House. You sitting that side, you connived
unashamedly to shoot down a motion that could have
helped the nation and you are telling me today that I
should come up with a motion, when a motion that
could have helped Parliament to discharge its mandate
as enshrined in our Constitution was shot down because
it was brought by the Leader of the Opposition. You
then come with another motion that seeks to circumvent
a judgment of court taking us back to square one. We
will be back again here because you are doing another
illegality.

I wonder, when something so straightforward and
Members of Parliament that are supposed to be doing
their responsibility, they are supposed to be doing what
Parliament is supposed to be doing but they do not do
it. We gather and suffer from tyranny of majority. I am
very happy that lately there has been a lot of reason on
the other side, I do not know whether it is because the
divisions inside are working in favour of this country.
But whatever it is, I pray to God that it continues because
it is good and improving the sanity in this House.

So, you cannot tell me that I should go and bring any
motion because you know you do not listen to anyone,
you do not listen to your experts and you do not even
listen to yourselves. There is much confusion in this
Government. I pray every day, I think Batswana should
begin to see that you are pleading with them, you are
pleading with them to rescue you; you do not know
what you are doing. I pray to God fortunately because
some of you when I say pray, you do not even know
what I am talking about. But I pray hard Honourable
Father of the House, that is why you were so confused
and tripping all over your words earlier because God is
beginning to action my prayer points.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of order. Thank you Madam Chair. Please call the
Honourable Member to order. What I wanted to say
is that he has a right to bring a Private Member’s Bill,
instead he starts saying that we are unreasonable people.
In this very House Madam Chairperson, there are
Motions from the Opposition which were passed in this
current session. Even last week Friday, their Motions
were passed. Therefore I do not think he is in order when
he says we are so unreasonable that anything coming
from them will automatically be rejected. Please just tell
him that he is abdicating his responsibility as a Member
of Parliament who can bring a Private Member’s Bill,
go and bring a Private Member’s Bill.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Honourable Butale,
actually it is not a point of order, he was just correcting
you. It is indeed true that Motions from that side have
been passed here.
DR P. BUTALE: The correction is misplaced. I think
what he should be saying is that there are a few amongst
them and if you want me to name them, they often get
the benefit of the light from this side and they speak for
those people that voted for them. I know Honourable
Makgalemele, you are one of those people that
sometimes vote on the side of reason and I should give
it to you, but there are those instances where I am sitting
and wonder what could we have done as a country to
deserve this?

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank
you Madam Chairperson. Let me start by assuring
Honourable Molale that I support his budget proposal for
the Ombudsman; we should approve it as Parliament. I
would like to move on to congratulating the Ombudsman
himself, Mr Makgonatsotlhe. If I recall very well, this
would be the first budget request that will be approved
when he is the Ombudsman.
Let me point out that in my view Madam Chairperson,
the whole procedure of appointing the Ombudsman was
in order. What has been outlined is that there should be
consultation between His Excellency the President and
the Leader of Opposition, and the President did that.
They might not have agreed; if I recall very well, the law
does not say at some point they have to attend a Kgotla
meeting together and talk about this issue. Consultation
depends on the one who is supposed to do it, whether
they feel content with how things would have gone, and
I believe consultation was done Madam Chairperson.
Madam Chairperson I would like to point out that the
job which the Ombudsman is doing is very important.
It is very important such that there is no way we can
talk about running a Government in our country and not
talk about the role which the Ombudsman is playing
in our Government, which happens to be a democratic
Government. I want the Office of the Ombudsman to rest
assured that it is doing a marvellous job. They should
continue doing this exceptional job without any fear;
they should do it transparently as we know them. They
prepare reports that always end up in this House and as
the Parliament sometimes when the department reports
are brought here we never give ourselves time to go
through them. We should blame ourselves Mr Chairman
that sometimes we do not take our responsibilities
seriously. We are supposed to study and sort all the
reports that are brought here, but we never do that.
I thank you Honourable Molale for the presentation in
which you mentioned that you are planning to amend
this policy. You also said that human rights issues will
be included, that will be a welcome development. I
agree with the Leader of Opposition a bit on the part
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where he said we have to ensure that it is going to have
experienced officers who will be able to do this job
well considering the fact that is very important. It could
even improve our lives and other concerns about human
rights.

With those words Mr Chairman I would like to say I
support Honourable Molale. I thank you.

On Section 7 he has given us the opportunity to amend
the roles of the Ombudsman. On that paragraph, page 5,
section 7 you indicated, if you may allow me to quote
“alongside the conferment of the human rights mandate,
we believe the new Ombudsman Act will generally
empower the office to discharge its mandate.” I take it
that this section gives us the opportunity to make some
amendments where we feel the Act has been denying
the office of the Ombudsman those powers to execute
his responsibilities.
The Private members provisions that I have been talking
about can also be included, the Honourable Members
who are not part of the cabinet should just feel free
because there is the provision of the Private Member’s
Bill there Mr Chairman. I want to assure them that it is
an opportunity that is available.
I want us to look at the international practice that exists
in different countries; where you will find different
Ombudsmen for different sectors. Maybe it is high
time we consider this practice in our country because
currently ours represents all the sectors in the country.
Considering the fact that other countries have different
Ombudsmen who are based with different sectors,
maybe the time has come for us to look at the critical
sectors and say we no longer need one Ombudsman.
In this report, Honourable Molao also indicated that it is
clear that most cases that they have are from the Public
officers. I believe that we should be concerned by this;
it is a clear sign that the public officers have issues of
welfare at their workplaces. It is therefore important that
we see to it that we find other processes that we could
use to report such cases. This could make it easy for
these cases to be solved at the departmental level before
they could be taken to the office of the ombudsman.
As we talk about re-engineering government these are
some of the points that we should consider.
Before I sit down, I would like to point out that it is
necessary to provide the Ombudsman with resources. I
am worried that some of their public education efforts
are still not effective. The report that we were given is
saying they only managed to visit six schools and like the
retired Major General was saying, it is a great concern.
When I try to look closely into it, I realised that it might
be caused by insufficient resources. They cannot work
effectively with limited resources, so my suggestion is
that as our economy is improving, we should provide
them with the resources so that it continues to provide
good services for Batswana.
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MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): I thank you
Mr Chairman, my gratitude to you Honourable Members
for commenting on my presentation. I appreciate that
you are all patiently waiting for the amendment of the
Act. One thing that we should however remember is that
if there is an effort to make an amendment, we should
appreciate that there is going to be an amendment and that
should be done properly. We should be accommodative.
I am one person who believes in accommodating other
people that I work with.
I mentioned that we are still working on this Act at the
office of the Attorney General, and that when we started
drafting this Act, we did a lot of benchmarking, we
did benchmarking on the elections, the one we went to
with Honourable Keorapetse and others. In my report I
stated that after that benchmarking, stakeholders were
consulted to see how and where we could make some
adjustments. Some of the things that were mentioned I
think they were not taking us anywhere; we were going
back and forth because some people believe consultaion
should be prolonged with no results. Others believe that
consultation should be quick; where the relevant people
will be met and if all goes well they reach an agreement
if not then so be it. If there is no agreement, we consider
what can be done so that we may move forward.
Honourable Boko and Honourable Members, you
irritate me. When you hear that something is going to be
done, you hijack it and make it yours carrying it forward
as if you are the only parties concerned. You should take
it easy and learn to listen to what is happening. When an
issue is brought in Parliament, it affects all of us. Now
if you rush onto it before it is finalized, it shows that
somehow you are rushing the matter.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: They are presumptuous.
MR MOLALE: No, I do not want to say they are
presumptuous. You will land me in trouble Honourable
Member.
…(Laughter!)…
I was then saying, let us relax, this law will come,
we will debate it and if it has shortfalls, we can make
amendments to correct it. That is the way of democracy.
We should resist the urge to dive into matters when
the time is not right Honourable Members. No! No! I
cannot accept that …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
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MR MOLALE: Honourable Mokgware, if plan A does
not work, you can always try plan B it will work out just
fine. I yield but you should say something sensible.

through this amendment, the Ombudsman should be
in the forefront receiving the workers’complaints and
make a decision that those complaints should be heard
and resolved in the best way possible.

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: The irritable is now
irritating.
DR P. BUTALE: Clarification. Minister, it seems you
passed that point quickly where you said, some might
have heard something that they took it up as their own.
I therefore wanted you to clarify it so that we may
understand what was heard, who heard it and where?
MR MOLALE: It is a norm that when we come to this
House as the ruling party to say we intend to do this,
some Members across the aisle, hijack that and take it
to be theirs and then promote it. We said it here when
we were talking about the cluster developments which
were in Honourable Gaolathe’s response. We said it the
other time when Honourable Maele was talking about
plagiarism. I was saying, we should desist from doing
that. We should know that what comes to this House is
ours, we should not hijack here and there and carry it
forward.
Honourable Mokgware I was saying, if one plan does
not work for you, try another one. I believe that you have
read the papers and understood what they were saying
despite loathing them. You have also understood our
way of thinking; we want to empower the Ombudsman
office. Anyway, as an individual one needs to be
reminded, we will try next time. I will ask them to to
keep seeking more funds. Thank you for that advice.
I am happy about Honourable Kesupile’s advice
when he says, where are we taking Ombudsman, with
what intentions and what are the challenges before
Ombudsman? Yes they are there. I could not include
them but Ombudsman reports come to this Parliament
like Honourable Makgalemele said. All those things are
discussed in there. As the Government, we are intending
to remove all the obstacles before Ombudsman just as
Honourable Makgalemele mentioned. That thing where
the Ombudsman calls people to account and they do not
do that, we are saying we need to assess this subpoena
process and maybe have some penalties like the
Honourable Member mentioned.
Ombudsman offices; bit by bit we will get there. We
have not forgotten Ghanzi. Honourable Mokgware, you
will recall that we have built an Independent Electoral
Commission office at Ghanzi which shows that we have
not forgotten Ghanzi. We will visit when the need arises
because at the moment we are financially constrained.
I have also stated in my report that public servants are
complaining everywhere. That is why I am saying,

Right now they go to Commissioner of Labour,
Bargaining Council and so on, it is chaotic. This is what
we are intending to correct and empower Ombudsman
to take this responsibility. I believe that we are in the
process of amending the law, we should take note of
these points and stop rushing.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOLALE: …(Laughter!) So you were listening?
Honourable Boko, giving Ombudsman the responsibility
of human rights administration is not bastardization. We
can learn some things from other countries and after
benchmarking, we can adopt those which we feel can
suit us in Botswana. We should not just be copycats and
take everything as it is and adopt it. No! if this time
we have found that it is better to confer the human
rights function to the Ombudsman, I am not sure if it is
Paragraph six (6) or seven (7) where I said that we are in
the process of amending so that everything may fall into
place. So, I do not want us to say we are bastardizing the
Ombudsman’s institution. That is not true.
Consultation of the President with the Leader of the
Opposition was done. As always, this Government
follows the law and the law was followed. At the end,
Honourable Leader of the Opposition, if you did not
agree with the President, you cannot then raise your
voice and start screaming that no, it is not right. Let us
just agree that you were consulted, there is a part you
do not agree with but we have to move on. That is what
democracy is all about. You do not say consultation will
only be recognized if my viewpoints are the ones that
are listened to. There are various viewpoints that have
to be listened to including yours. My request is that, we
should know what consultation means. That is why I am
saying for some purposes of institutions like these, it
may be useful to discuss that for us to acknowledge that
consultation was done, how far should we go because
I believe that the President has done a lot by writing to
you and you replied then you went on to talk as adults
not arguing. Now when you come here you want to
portray a different picture that you are not listened to.
No! No!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Is Duma an elder?
MR MOLALE: No, he is an elder because he is
the Leader of the Opposition. I also want to remind
Honourable Kebonang that Honourable Boko was once
his lecturer and he should desist from interjecting when
he is speaking. Madam Chairperson, with those words,
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may I request that a sum of Recurrent budget of TwentyNine Million, Five Hundred and Eighteen Thousand Six
Hundred Pula (P29 518 600) and development budget
of Eight Million Pula (P8 000 000) be approved. I move
accordingly. I thank you.
Question put and agreed to.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! This Organisation
has been allocated two (2) hours, twenty-five (25)
minutes. I shall call upon the Honourable Minister to
reply to the debate at 16:40 hours tomorrow and the
question will be put at 17:10 hours tomorrow.

ORGANISATION 1000-MINISTRY
OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY
SECURITY
MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SECURITY (MR
KEBONANG): Madam Chairperson, perhaps before I
start I must say I am very happy Honourable Boko is
here. In my three years I have never been able to present
in his presence, but I hope that he will…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You are looking for
validation.
MR KEBONANG: Yes.
I. INTRODUCTION
Madam Chairperson, last year I requested a total budget
of Three Billion, Seven Hundred and Ninety-Nine
Million, Eight Hundred and Twenty Thousand, Eight
Hundred and Twenty Pula (P3, 799, 820, 820) under
the Ministry of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources
(MMEWR) before the Ministry was restructured and
the water portfolio transferred to the Ministry of Land
Management, Water and Sanitation Services. It should
be noted that the above budget, P3, 799,820,820 was…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of procedure.
Thank you Chairperson. We were given this paper this
morning at the caucus but the Standing Order states that
it should be a one full day. I am not sure if we are still in
order because we saw it this morning.
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes it states that it should
be one day.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: No, we can proceed,
unless there is a major concern. He is presenting and he
will still be presenting tomorrow. Are you saying you
are not giving him the opportunity to proceed?
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Yes he is presenting. You
will not have the chance to debate it today.
MR KEBONANG: General Mokgware, the English
here is very simple. You will be able to understand the
document when you read it this evening.
Madam Chairperson, it should be noted that the above
budget, P3,799,820,820 was revised up to Five billion,
Seven Hundred and Twenty-Seven Million, Eight
Hundred and Eight Thousand, and Eighty Pula (P5,727,
808, 0800) during the December 2016 Supplementary
Estimates. My presentation will mainly focus on the
restructured Ministry of Mineral Resources, Green
Technology and Energy Security.
Madam Chairperson, I will now present the Ministry
of Minerals Resources, Green Technology and Energy
Security’s Recurrent and Development Budgets for the
2017/2018 financial year as well as give an account of
the Five Billion, Seven Hundred and Twenty- Seven
Million, Eight Hundred and Eight Thousand, and
Eighty Pula (P5, 727,808,080) that was allocated to
MMEWR during the current 2016/17 financial year.
Out of this budget, Three Hundred and Sixty-One
Million, Nine Hundred and Two Thousand, and Eighty
Pula(P361,902,080) was for Recurrent Expenditure
whilst the Development Budget share was Five Billion,
Three Hundred and Sixty-Five Million, Nine Hundred
and Six Thousand, Seven Hundred and Ninety Pula
(P5,365,906,790,000) .
Madam Chairperson, the original Recurrent Expenditure
for the financial year 2016/17 was P374, 312,820. The
figure was then revised to P361, 902,080 during the
month of October 2016. Out of this amount, P322,
526,356 or 89 per cent has been spent as at the 3rd March
2017 and we expect this figure to rise as payments
are being made to our service providers. Please refer
to Annex II for breakdown of this expenditure. The
Development Budget amounted to P5, 365,906,000
out of which a total of P4, 961,239,636.21 or 92 per
cent has been spent on various projects implemented
by my Ministry. Major expenditure items under the
Development Budget include the Botswana Power
Corporation (BPC) Support Fund and Morupule A
Refurbishment projects, whose combined expenditure
share was P2, 782,500,000. Other items of expenditure
are as detailed in Annex III.
Madam Chairperson, I will now proceed to give a
high level overview of major activities in my Ministry
during the current financial year. I will deal with these
major activities under the key portfolio responsibilities
of my Ministry being to develop and manage mineral
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and energy resources so as to enhance the social and
economic wellbeing of Batswana. My presentation is
therefore aligned to this mandate which is driven by
the various programmes and projects that will also form
part of this presentation.
II. ENERGY SECTOR
Madam Chairperson, it goes without saying that energy
plays a very important role in a country’s economic
development and the social wellbeing of its people.
As such energy is a necessity that must be provided
in an affordable, sustainable, reliable and accessible
manner. The success in utilisation and sustainability of
our energy resources depends on among others, sound
policy and legislative environment.
Energy Policy and Legislation
Madam Chairperson, energy policy decisions are
influenced by amongst others, optimization of the
energy mix; technology development; geographical
location; population change; international commitments
on climate change; natural disasters; and others. Hence
it is for these reasons that my Ministry has been, and
continues to be unwavering in the development of
a low carbon energy portfolio as well as ensuring
that the country has secured energy supplies either
through achieving self-sufficiency in power supplies,
diversifying fuel supply routes and/or through
increased access to convenient energy sources. Madam
Chairperson, the draft National Energy Policy whose
goal is to provide efficient, accessible, affordable and
reliable energy services in the country was tabled in
Parliament in June 2016. It is expected that the Policy
will be debated during the July 2017 Parliament Sitting.
Madam Chairperson, the Botswana Energy Regulatory
Authority (BERA) Act of 2016 has been passed
by Parliament and subsequently assented to by His
Excellency the President in September 2016. Plans are
underway to operationalize it. Other legal initiatives
include drafting of the Petroleum Products Supply Bill
designed to guide the operations of the petroleum sector.
Cabinet has approved drafting of the Bill and drafting
instructions have since been issued to the Attorney
General.
Madam Chairperson, two strategies namely;
Renewable Energy Strategy and Energy Efficiency
and Conservation Strategy, have been developed. My
Ministry is also developing an Action Agenda and
Investment Prospectus for the United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL). The SE4ALL
is a global initiative led by the UN Secretary-General
aiming at achieving universal energy access; improving
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energy efficiency; and increasing the use of renewable
energy around the globe. The project is expected to be
complete by 2nd quarter of 2017/18.
Madam Chairperson, effective implementation of the
above initiatives will go a long way in providing a
conducive environment for addressing broader energy
demand and supply challenges.
Power Generation and Transmission
Madam Chairperson, moving Botswana from an energy
dependent to energy surplus nation is a national priority.
Key power generation and transmission initiatives are
being undertaken to ensure that this vision is realised.
The 600MW Morupule B Power Station, will be
undergoing major overhaul on those parts of the station
that failed to perform to the design specifications
during the guarantee period, especially the boilers.
As the remediation works span a period of four years,
the defect notification period on the boiler parts on
the last two units to be overhauled, will come to an
end in 2023. As a risk mitigation, a decision has been
made to divest of Government of Botswana and the
Botswana Power Corporation’s financial interests in the
600MWMorupule B Power Plant, should negotiations
be successful.
A preferred bidder for Morupule B Units 5 and 6, for
an additional 300MW into the national grid, has been
identified and financial closure is still to be reached.
The other major power source is the Morupule A
Power Plant which is being refurbished with expected
commissioning by the end of 2017. The above sources
are supplemented by other plants like the Orapa and
Matshelagabedi Diesel Peaking Plants.
The refurbishment of Morupule A is in progress and
it is 60 per cent complete against a target of 80 per
cent, which is 3.5 months behind schedule. The delay
is due to unforeseen technical defects identified during
rehabilitation. Notwithstanding the above the first unit
of the project is expected to be online by 2nd quarter of
2017. The project is expected to be completed by end of
December 2017 and will deliver 116 MW to the national
grid. Madam Chairperson, in order to diversify the
country’s energy mix and to encourage private sector
participation in power generation the Ministry has
issued a Request For Proposal (RFP) for development
of up to 100MW using Coal Bed Methane which is due
to close in July 2017.
To reinforce and increase reliability of the power
supply in the southern region of the country, my
Ministry through Botswana Power Corporation (BPC)
is constructing two transmission lines from Isang
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Ranch Substation near Mosaditshwene in Kgatleng to
a new substation at Rakola near Metsimotlhabe to be
commissioned by June 2017.
Another noteworthy initiative is a planned North-West
Transmission Grid Connection project (NWTGC)
that will connect the North-West, Chobe and Ghanzi
districts which are currently relying on cross border
supply sources. Phase 1 of the project is at procurement
stage and recommendations for the award of the tenders
to the preferred bidders are currently under review.

local citizen-owned companies. The company is
currently procuring petroleum products on behalf of
the Government for maintenance of the strategic oil
reserves.
Expansion of the Francistown as well as the construction
of Tshele Hills strategic oil stock reserves are on-going
and due for completion in December 2018 and last
quarter of 2019 respectively. The two facilities will
increase the Government strategic stock reserves from
18 days to 60 days upon successful completion.

Rural Electrification

III. MINERALS SECTOR

Madam Chairperson, the Ministry has to date
electrified 377 villages under the Village Electrification
Programme. In already electrified villages, Government
continues to extend electricity networks to cater for the
growing boundaries of villages. To further address the
issue of household connections, Government established
a subsidy scheme through the National Electricity
Standard Connection Cost Programme (NESC) which
has accelerated the rate of connections through the
use of the National Electrification Fund (NEF). As of
December 2016, the Programme has enabled 88, 362
households (against 100, 723 households that paid
NESC deposits) to connect to the national grid since
2010.

Madam Chairperson, the mining industry experienced
a global commodity price downturn over most of the
first two quarters of 2016, in mainly the base metals and
energy minerals. However, diamond markets improved
during the first quarter of 2016 and this resulted in actual
sales exceeding production due to sale of inventory
from the year 2015. Mineral revenue (dividends and
royalties) for 2016 increased by 63% as compared to
2015. The average percentage contribution of minerals
to GDP during second quarter of 2016 was 21.8%
compared to 18.4% in 2015.

Madam Chairperson, my Ministry continues to assist
the Ministry of Basic Education to roll out the solar
electrification program targeting government schools
and facilities that are not connected to the national
grid. By February 2017, 5 out of the 21 institutions
have been completed and work is in progress for the
remaining 16 institutions. The whole project is expected
to be completed by March 2017 and total budget for the
project is P88 million.
Botswana Power Corporation Support
In order to encourage economic growth and development,
Government took a decision to continue with nonreflective tariff charged by BPC to its customers. As
a result there is need to continually provide financial
support to BPC so that it meets its obligations which
will taper off as measures are put in place to migrate
to cost reflective tariffs, not losing sight of the need to
protect Low Income Households through appropriate
interventions.
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Diamond production, sales
Debswana Diamond Company produced 20.9 million
carats in 2016 compared to 20.4 million carats in 2015.
Sales were 26.3 million carats compared to 14.7 million
carats in 2015. Revenue from these sales was USD 3.9
billion and this compared favourably to USD 2.4 billion
in 2015.
Boteti Mining Company produced 307 thousand carats
in 2016 compared to 377 thousand carats in 2015. Boteti
upgraded their processing plant, which enabled them to
recover exceptionally large stones. Despite the volatile
diamond markets, Boteti mine continues to perform
well.
Ghaghoo Diamond Mine produced 20.6 thousand carats
in 2016. Lerala Mine resumed production in April 2016
and has so far produced 58.5 thousand carats and so far
made two sales.

Base Metals and Other Minerals

Oil Storage and Development

The performance of base metal mines continued to
decline in 2016 due to depressed commodity prices.

The Botswana Oil Limited, which is the national oil
company, continues to make progress in fulfilling its
mandate of ensuring security of supply, managing
Government strategic reserves and empowering

MADAM CHAIRPERSON: Order! Honourable
Members it is 6 o’clock, Leader of the House please
move an adjournment.
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MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Madam
Speaker, it is my distinguished pleasure to beg to move
that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:02 p.m. until
Wednesday 15th March 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
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