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THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Let us start
Honourable Members. Face the front Honourable Dr
Madigele. Good afternoon.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
NUMBER OF POVERTY ERADICATION
PROGRAMME BENEFICIARIES IN SEBELE
WARD
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance
and Public Administration:i) How many residents of Sebele Ward have benefitted
from the Poverty Eradication Programme; if none,
why are they denied access;
ii) How many have been assessed and are currently
on the waiting list;
iii) How long they have been on the waiting list; and
iv) How and when they will be assisted.
MADAM SPEAKER: What is happening Minister
because I have long called you?
ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR KWEREPE): Madam
Speaker, my apology.
None of the residents at Sebele Ward has benefited from
Poverty Eradication Programme and none has been
denied access to the programme.
Two (2) out of ten (10) applicants registered on the 28th
July 2016 have been assessed and requested to submit
their affidavits to facilitate completion of the assessment
process. The remaining eight (8) could not be assessed
despite four (4) visits at their places by officials.
Two (2) applicants are waiting funding pending
submission of affidavits.
The two (2) that have already been assessed will be
assisted before the end of this financial year upon
submission of the affidavits to the office. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
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MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Minister. Minister, I would like
to find out from you whether you know Sebele Ward,
and why in such a big ward there are only be two
people who have applied for the poverty eradication
programme? What have you done to establish why
only two people have applied as opposed to the larger
number of people in Sebele Ward?
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Honourable Member.
I know Sebele Ward. We assess people on submission
of their requests; we do not assess those who have not
submitted. Firstly Honourable Member, most of the
residents of Sebele are government employees who
work under the Ministry of Agricultural Development
and Food Security. Thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Minister.
If residents of Sebele are government employees, why
are their families and relatives who live with them
in Sebele not assisted with this poverty eradication
programme, because when they apply they are turned
down?
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Honourable Member. The
Poverty eradication programme is for every Motswana.
It is up to every individual to come forward and apply,
so if people do not want to seek assistance, there is
nothing we can do in fact, there is no one who will be
barred from getting assistance. That is why I am saying,
none of those people were turned down on the basis of
what you are saying. None of those people were denied
access to approach our officials for assistance.
IMPOSING TAX ON ALLOCATED FREEHOLD
LAND THAT REMAINS UNDEVELOPED FOR
MANY YEARS
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Land Management,
Water and Sanitation Services if he will consider
imposing a tax on allocated freehold land that remains
undeveloped for many years.
MR MMOLOTSI: Correction. Madam Speaker,
Honourable Kwerepe is saying that this programme
is for everyone, but this is not true. There is a target
group that qualifies for this programme. There is an
assessment, and then they are told if they qualify or they
do not qualify. So for him to say this programme is for
everyone, he is giving this House wrong information.
MADAM SPEAKER: He means that it is for everyone
who qualifies.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker.
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My Ministry has no plans of imposing a tax on freehold
land that remains undeveloped for many years.

MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry:-

Freehold land, whether developed or undeveloped, is
subject to current applicable forms of taxes enforced in
the country, such as property rates. As the Honourable
Member may be aware, the Botswana Land Policy
provides for extension of payment of rates to all forms of
tenure and the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development has initiated the process of revisiting the
relevant legislation to effect such. I thank you Madam
Speaker.

i) To update this Honourable House on the
performance of the Economic Diversification
Drive (EDD) in contributing to the growth of the
manufacturing sector; and

MR KEORAPETSE: Honourable Minister, what is
the view of your Government regarding huge chunks of
undeveloped land which is freehold? Do you not think
that imposing tax can compel the owners to either give
it up to Government or develop it?
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. Honourable
Member, I have already indicated that the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural Development has initiated
a process for applying taxes which are enforced in
the country such as property rates, and that applies to
developed and undeveloped land. I thank you.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Honourable
Minister, I am aware of the small levies like property
rates which are absolutely no deterrents to freehold land
which is left undeveloped for decades, I am talking
about a tax that would compel these owners to either
give up their land for Batswana who do not have land or
alternatively develop it.
MR MOIPISI: Madam Speaker, I will just have to
repeat what I have said because we are still talking of
tax anyway; whether tax is too little or not that is a
subject for another matter. At least the tax is there as I
have mentioned. I thank you.
DELAY IN FILLING COURT CLERK POST IN
SEPAKO VILLAGE
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister of Local Government and Rural Development:-

ii) To state the number of businesses that set up through
EDD in the Francistown East Constituency.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR G. B. BUTALE):
Thank you Madam Speaker.
i) Madam Speaker, since the inception of the
Economic Diversification Drive (EDD) initiative
in 2010, my Ministry facilitated the setting up
of a total of three hundred and fifty-one (351)
companies at an investment level of P2.372 billion.
ii) A total of forty-five (45) manufacturing companies
out of the three hundred and fifty-one (351) are
located in Francistown, with a total investment
amounting to P181.1 million. Examples of these
companies are, Kemtex, Nortex Management
Services and Nortex Textile Mills. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
PROFESSIONS HELD BY LOCAL VERSUS
EXPATRIATE EMPLOYEES DISMISSED BY
KAROWE MINE SINCE 2016
MR S. LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): asked the
Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and
Energy Security:i) To state the number of:
a) Professions held by local versus expatriate
employees dismissed by Karowe Mine from
April 2016 to date;
b) Employees at Karowe Mine and professions
held;
c) Employees from sub-contracts and their skills;

i) if he is aware that since 2014 Sepako Village does
not have a Court Clerk; and

ii) Whether it is true that others were replaced by
foreigners; and

ii) what has caused the delay in filling the post since
a lot of cases are pending.

iii) Why they were expelled.

Later Date.
UPDATE ON PERFORMANCE OF ECONOMIC
DIVERSIFICATION DRIVE (EDD) IN THE
MANUFACTURING SECTOR
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MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SECURITY (MR
KEBONANG): Thank you Madam Speaker and
indeed good afternoon. Madam Speaker, in relation
to the question asked, although the question wants to
know how many employees were dismissed, I think it is
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prudent to state how many left because not all of them
left out of dismissal. In relation to the question on the
floor:
a) There were nine (9) employees that left during the
period in question, one of them was an expatriate
and eight (8) were citizens.
b) Number of employees at Karowe Mine is 162, 158
being citizens and three (3) being expatriates. That
is localisation at its best.
c) When we look at Boteti mine exploration, we
have 29 citizens, one (1) expatriate. In the other
one Minopex we have got 115 citizens and only 5
expatriates. What are the roles of these expatriates?
They range from software technician, exploration
managers, mechanical engineers, site foremen and
so forth. Thank you Madam Speaker.
BUILDING OF ADDITIONAL
ACCOMMODATION FOR SOLDIERS AT GLEN
VALLEY BARRACKS
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:i) If there are any plans to build additional
accommodation for soldiers at Glen Valley
Barracks;
ii) When this will be done; and
iii) How many soldiers are currently without
accommodation at Glen Valley Barracks and how
they are assisted.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Compliments of the New Year.
Madam Speaker,
(i) Additional accommodation for soldiers in Glen
Valley is being addressed through construction
of two 96 Men Barrack Blocks and acquisition of
one hundred and eight (108) high density units in
Phakalane from Botswana Housing Corporation
(BHC).
(ii) Construction and acquisition of the above
mentioned accommodation, is at different stages
and will be concluded by the end of the 2017/18
financial year.
(iii) Turning to the third part of the question, Madam
Speaker, Honourable Members need to be
reminded of the sensitivity in asking questions
which seeks numbers and specific location of
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military personnel which might result in the
inadvertent disclosure of our military deployments
and the inherent compromise of security. In this
context, I cannot state the number of soldiers
accommodated in any facility. Madam Speaker,
the sensitivity highlighted in this response also
relates to Question No. 137 and Question No.141
both of which are asked by Honourable Nkaigwa
pertaining to strategic and operational matters
affecting the Botswana Defence Force (BDF). I
thank you Madam Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: There is a procedural
issue.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: But the Minister is out
of procedure. It is a serious one.
MADAM SPEAKER: OK, let me hear him out. He is
complaining too much.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Speaker, please, a
similar question was asked about the Eastern Military
Garrison in terms of (iii) and that answer was fully
provided. Why is it that today the Minister seeks to run
away from the responsibility of answering a question?
A similar question was asked about Eastern Military
Garrison and I was...
MADAM SPEAKER: When?
MR KEORAPETSE: In this Parliament, this very one
(the 11th Parliament).
MADAM SPEAKER: If it was during this session then
it would not have been asked again.
MR KEORAPETSE: Madam Speaker I was saying
the previous session and not the immediate previous.
There was a question asked about Eastern Military
Garrison and specific information on accommodation
was provided in this very House. I asked that question...
MADAM SPEAKER: It is okay, I have heard you. Did
you understand him?
MR KGATHI: Madam Speaker, in the absence of
the response that he is talking about, then I am unable
to respond. In the event Madam Speaker that I had
responded in the manner in which he said which is
highly unlikely, I would then come back here and
withdraw that response.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: I was saying…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable, sit down. I was
thinking that if indeed what is being said by the two
Members of Parliament and the Minister is true, then
this question should be deferred to tomorrow so that we
can go and look for the said question rather than deal
with the issue today. We should proceed with the rest of
the questions and it shall be answered tomorrow.
UPDATE ON LABOUR RELATED LITIGATIONS
IN THE MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE PAST
FIVE (5) YEARS
MR M. REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development:i) To apprise this Honourable House on labour
related litigations in his Ministry in the past five
(5) years; and
ii) To state the total amount that has been paid so far
and the outstanding payments to the said cases.
Later Date.
FUNDS BUDGETED FOR THE EXPANSION
AND MAINTENANCE OF THE BOTSWANA
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE AND
NATURAL RESOURCES (BUAN)
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Food Security:i) How much is budgeted for the expansion and
maintenance of the Botswana University of
Agriculture and Natural Resources;
ii) What the funds will specifically be utilised for;
iii) When a complete functional University with all
the necessary infrastructure should be expected;
and
iv) How the housing needs for support staff and
lecturers are being addressed.

MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Basic
Education to state the number of schools in the GabaneMmankgodi Constituency which have been included in
the School Maintenance Programme.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, all of our
secondary schools are included in the school maintenance
programme. We conduct minor maintenance on a
continuous basis and schedule cyclic maintenance every
five (5) years, funds permitting.
Nare Sereto JSS has been included in the cyclic
maintenance for financial year 2016/2017.
The maintenance of our primary schools falls under the
mandate of Local Government and Rural Development,
but I am informed that there is provision to undertake
cyclic maintenance of (twenty) 20 Primary Schools
in the Kweneng District. Currently an assessment of
ninety-one (91) Primary Schools is being carried out to
identify the critical twenty (20) primary schools to be
prioritized.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
PHASING OUT OF CERTIFICATE OF RIGHT
AND THE LAND GRANT CERTIFICATE
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Land Management,
Water and Sanitation Services if he will consider phasing
out Certificate of Right and the Land Grant Certificate
issued for tribal land plots and replacing them with title
deeds to allow citizens allocated to enjoy full economic
value of the land.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. My Ministry will not consider phasing out
Certificate of Customary Land Grants issued for tribal
land plots and replacing them with title deeds.

MADAM SPEAKER: Even if he went to Sebokong, he
should have told us of his whereabouts.

Madam Speaker, my Ministry is currently drafting bills
to amend the Tribal Land Act and the Deeds Registry Act
to enable land authorities to issue registered certificates
of Customary Land Grants. This will allow Certificate
of Customary Land Grants to carry the same weight
as tittle deeds and be used as collateral by financing
institutions to allow citizens to enjoy full economic
value of the land.

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS INCLUDED IN THE
SCHOOL MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME IN
GABANE-MMANKGODI CONSTITUENCY

Madam Speaker, with regard to Certificate of Rights
issued in state land it is Government policy that
Certificate of Rights be converted to registered fixed

MADAM SPEAKER: Where is the Minister?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Sebokong.
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period state grants or title deeds to allow citizens to
enjoy full economic value of the land. I thank you
Madam Speaker.

NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO BENEFITTED
FROM SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMMES IN
2016

NUMBER OF PEOPLE PERFORMING DUTIES
OF HEADMEN OF ARBITRATION IN THE
GABANE-MMANKGODI CONSTITUENCY
WITHOUT REMUNERATION

MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development to state:-

MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Local
Government and Rural Development:(i) how many people are currently performing the
duties of Headmen of Arbitration in the GabaneMmankgodi Constituency but without any
remuneration;
(ii) how long this has been going on; and
(iii) what he is doing about it.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Madam Speaker,
there are currently 29 people performing the duties of
Headmen of Arbitration in the Gabane-Mmankgodi
Constituency without any remuneration. Some from
the list have been performing these duties since 1995 to
2016. Sixteen (16) have been volunteering since 1995,
ten (10) from 2005 and three (3) from 2010.
My Ministry has conducted a nationwide exercise to
determine the number of unpaid Headmen of Arbitration
which currently stands at 540. Funding for them during
2017/2018 financial year has not been possible due to
budgetary constraints. They will however be considered
as and when funds are available during the normal
budgeting process. Thank you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you very much Madam Speaker. Thank you very much
Minister for your good answer. Do you not realise that
failing to pay them could demotivate them and if that
happens, it could affect crime and behaviour. Can you
just be kind enough and consider speeding up getting
funds for them?
MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Honourable Member
of Parliament, we are aware that that might have
negative impact on the delivery. We have started the
process of paying allowance to two hundred and eightysix (286) Headmen of Arbitration in 2014/2015. So,
we are equally concerned and we will continue to seek
funds to pay allowances to the outstanding number of
Headmen of Arbitration.

(i) the number of people who benefitted from social
welfare programmes in 2016;
(ii) the number of those who exited/graduated from
the programmes on their own accord;
(iii) the annual turnover of old age pensioners, that is,
new entrants vs exits; and
(iv) the number of current old age pensioners who
were previously employed in the formal sector.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN): Madam Speaker,
the Ministry continues to provide psyco-social and
material support as well as cash transfers to vulnerable
groups such as old age pensioners, destitute persons,
orphans, vulnerable children and people living with
disability. Number of beneficiaries registered under
various social protection programmes was 219 793 as
at December 2016.
The cumulative number of beneficiaries who graduated
from the destitution programme and community
home based care as at December 2016 is 691, 560
destitute persons and 131 community home based care
patients. These beneficiaries did not graduate from the
programmes at their own accord, but after they were
empowered, rehabilitated and re-assessed to find out if
they are still illegible for assistance. The beneficiaries
who are able-bodied are referred for Government
empowerment programmes such as Poverty Eradication
for assistance.
The total number of new entrants for Old Age Pension
Scheme for 2016 is 4 877, while 2 993 exited the
programme as a result of death. The programme is not
means tested as all Batswana who are 65 years qualify.
I am therefore not in a position to state how many old
age pensioners were previously employed in the formal
sector. I thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. I thank you
Minister. Still in that answer concerning people who are
assisted by the Government, can you share with us the
status of poverty in the Boteti area as the expectation is
that it would be eradicated by December?
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MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: I will advise Madam
Speaker that the Honourable Member directs the question
to the ministry, as I do not have that information.

• A revised and revamped Tenant Purchase Scheme
(TPS) which is to be implemented by the Botswana
Housing Corporation.

MR MANGOLE: Further supplementary. Minister
pardon me, I did not hear the answer quite well (ii) are
you saying nobody exited this programme voluntarily
realising that they are now ready to go into the market?

• Public Officers Housing which provides public
officers in rural and urban areas with subsidised
rented accommodation.

MR VAN DER WESTHUIZEN: Yes, that was my
response Madam Speaker.
MEASURES IN PLACE TO ENSURE
INCREASED ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE
HOUSING FOR BATSWANA
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
asked the Minister of Infrastructure and Housing
Development to state:(i) measures in place to ensure increased access to
affordable housing for Batswana; and
(ii) progress made in removing transfer duty for first
time home owners.
MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI):
Madam Speaker, my Ministry has put in place a number
of measures to ensure increased access to affordable
housing for Batswana.
The National Policy on Housing of 2000 emphasises
Government’s commitment to increase access to housing,
especially in lower and middle income households. My
Ministry contributes to affordable housing through the
implementation of the following housing programmes:• Turnkey Development Scheme which affords
Batswana completed houses under the scheme.
• The Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) Home
Improvement Scheme which assists Batswana to
complete their houses to liveable condition.
• Integrated Poverty Alleviation and Housing Scheme
(IPAHS) which is an income generating programme
towards building one’s own house, targeting those
who fall below the SHHA income bracket.
• Instalment Purchase Scheme (IPS) and Youth
Housing which targets people earning between P3
000.00 – P7 000.00 per month who are currently
neither served by SHHA nor BHC. Part of these
housing units will be reserved for the young people
under Youth Housing.
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• Subsidised serviced land in urban areas.
• Free subsided plots in major villages.
Madam Speaker, the update from the Ministry of
Finance and Economic Development (MFED) on the
matter relating to exemption of tax for transfer duty for
first time home owners is being pursued with vigour. The
amendment of the Transfer Duty Act is being finalised
and it is hoped that it will be presented to Parliament
before the end of this meeting or in July. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
MS KENEWENDO: Supplementary. Thank you
Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Are
there any plans to discount the prices offered by BHC
given that at the moment they are not affordable? Thank
you.
MR MOLEFHI: The prices offered by BHC are
market related, and therefore it would not be easy to
outrightly discount those housing units, particularly that
BHC for most of the time is allocated virgin land. They
have to source for loans, take care of land servicing and
ultimately the development of any site, and therefore the
cost of loans comes at a premium. Therefore BHC has
to pay back the loans with interest, and that cost has to
be borne by those who reside in the houses or those who
buy the housing units. In the long term, we are looking
at finding alternative financing models by which we can
offer Batswana reasonably priced housing units. I thank
you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one please.
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank
you Honourable Minister. Honourable Minister, I just
want to appreciate that if the Government no longer
allocates land to BHC resulting in BHC now buying
land, do you not see this leading to the BHC now
deviating from its mandate of providing Batswana with
affordable housing?
MR MOLEFHI: Even if we were to give BHC
undeveloped land, they would still have to look for
money and service that land with water, electricity, roads,
drainage system and all the necessary processes for
creating a new home. Therefore, there is no difference.
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They are either given the land or buy it. In cities they buy land because a part of the available land is owned by
individuals, such as Phakalane, or in the South where there is land owned by the Roman Catholic Church. If there
is an intention to expand a village or increase accommodation, BHC will therefore buy land where it is available.
Where the Government has land, BHC is allocated land, but it is given unserviced land. In places such as Ghanzi,
Palapye and Serowe, they are given unserviced land. Currently the Government does not give BHC free money. This
means they ought to go to the market, source for funds which have interest. When they have been borrowed money
which generates interest, it then means that the interest costs are borne by those who buy their houses.
We have an ongoing programme to examine which technology can be used to develop and build property, but the
challenge we are facing is that Batswana still prefer buildings made of bricks and cement. Batswana do not love
buildings built using other types of material. Thank you.
FUNDS BUDGETED FOR THE EXPANSION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE BOTSWANA
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (BUAN)
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and Food
Security:i) How much is budgeted for the expansion and maintenance of the Botswana University of Agriculture and
Natural Resources;
ii) What the funds will specifically be utilised for;
iii) When a complete functional University with all the necessary infrastructure should be expected; and
iv) How the housing needs for support staff and lecturers are being addressed.
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY (MR RALOTSIA): Thank
you very much Madam Speaker, good afternoon and I am very sorry that I came after the official time, and I know
that some Honourable Members here know where I was.
Madam Speaker;
(i) The National Development Plan (NDP) 11 Budget for the expansion of the Botswana University of Agriculture
and Natural Resources (BUAN) is P385 million.
Maintenance in BUAN uses a recurrent budget item. The maintenance budget for 2017/18 is being prepared
following the recent national budget allocation. However, the maintenance budget for 2016/17 was P3 million.
The budget allocation breakdown (in Million Pula) for the total NDP 11 is as follows:
Table 1: Budget allocations (2017/18 to 2022/23)
2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

2020/21

2021/22

2022/23

Total (Pula) Million

25

72.4

72.4

72.4

72.4

70.4

385

For the year 2017/18, the allocated P25 Million funds will be used for:
• Refurbishment of staff houses

P7 500 000.00

• Refurbishment of students hostels		

P4 000 000.00

• Insulation of Student Centre hall		

P 600 000.00

• Purchase of audit management software

P1 500 000.00

• Upgrading of lecture rooms and laboratories

P7 500 000.00

• Project vehicles				

P3 900 000.00
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For the subsequent years, the remaining
allocations would be used for the construction of
five (5) Faculty buildings and facilities in line with
the BUAN Physical Master Plan pending approval
by Gaborone City Council.
(iii) In line with the BUAN Transformation Plan, the
University will be functional with all the necessary
infrastructure by the end of NDP 11.
(iv) As a general policy, BUAN does not provide free
housing to its employees. However, for housing
units that are available, the houses are allocated
on needs basis and expatriates are given a priority.
Due to budgetary constraints, it has not been
possible to adequately refurbish the existing
houses as planned. I thank you.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want to
understand Honourable Minister whether you are going
to phase out the support staff one (1) roomed houses
with toilets which are outside or are they going to
continue living in those small houses?
MR RALOTSIA: Like I said Madam Speaker, I am not
aware whether we will have any support staff who are
non-citizens, but real priority like I am saying Madam
Speaker is given to the expatriates and for that reason at
this point in time, there is no consideration Honourable
Member to upgrade the houses that are there as of now.

TABLING OF PAPERS
The following papers were tabled:
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 129 OF
2016: BOTSWANA ENERGY REGULATORY
AUTHORITY ACT (SPECIFIED PARTS
COMMENCEMENT DATE AND
TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS) ORDER,
2016
(Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and
Energy Security)
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT NO. 130
OF 2016: ELECTRICITY SUPPLY
ACT (COMMENCEMENT DATE AND
TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS) ORDER,
2016
(Minister of Mineral Resources, Green Technology and
Energy Security)
BOTSWANA INVESTMENT AND TRADE
CENTRE ANNUAL REPORT, 2016
(Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry)
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MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
(DR MADIGELE): Madam Speaker, let me start
by appreciating the opportunity that you have given
us to make a brief statement to this Honourable
House regarding recent events in some of the tertiary
institutions, both public and private.
Students’ discontent has revolved mainly around three
issues:
i) Late payment of living allowances;
ii) Non-accredited programmes;
iii) High prices charged by the book shops that operate
within campuses.
Madam Speaker, I will proceed to address these three
issues in detail. Let me start with the issue of payment
of living allowances. The normal process is that before a
student can be given an allowance, the institution where
he or she is studying should have submitted information
to the Department of Tertiary Education Financing
(DTEF) on that students’ registration status at the
beginning of every semester. This is a control measure
geared towards avoiding paying students who may have
discontinued.
In this particular matter, there were no complaints
regarding payments for January 2017 since all DTEF
sponsored students were paid their January 2017
allowances at the end of December 2016. This was done
in recognition of the fact that the registration process
for Semester two (2) was only going to take place in
January.
However, in processing the February 2017 students’
living allowances, all institutions were expected to
submit academic results and registers to the DTEF on
time to enable the Department to update each student’s
status and process their payments. Unfortunately, most
institutions failed to comply with this requirement.
Consequently, students’ allowances were not credited
on time.
Madam Speaker, it would not be advisable to continue
paying students allowances when there is no evidence
from the institutions that they are active. That can only
lead to the phenomenon that people often call “ghost
students”. Such instances arise when payments are made
to students who do not exist, some of whom may have
discontinued their studies at the end of the semester.
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In order to enable DTEF to pay eligible students’
allowances on time, institutions need to review
their processes, particularly; the administration of
supplementary examinations, the processing and release
of results and the management of registration. That is
the part dealing with living allowances.
With regard to the accreditation issue, it is indeed
true that some of the programmes that the students
are enrolled in are not fully accredited. It is worth
highlighting that the current scenario is a product of a
transition of past regulations that allowed students to
enrol for programmes which could be provisionally
accredited, approved but not yet accredited.
Madam Speaker, before the establishment of the
Botswana Qualifications Authority, Higher Education
institutions were accredited by the Tertiary Education
Council. In terms of the Accreditation of Private
Tertiary Institutions Regulations regulation 4 (1) of
2008, a programme specified in the application for
accreditation must have been offered for at least one
(1) academic year and have been the subject of internal
process approved by the Council through the issue of a
certificate of registration. This is the process that resulted
in a situation where a programme could be approved to
run and enrol students before it is accredited.
The following status can be attained from the programme
review process:
Approved - The programme is validated by the subject
matter experts following which the Education and
Training Provider (ETP) is given permission to offer the
programme. This means the learning programme can be
run and students can be enrolled. Under this system, a
student could graduate from a programme before it is
accredited and the qualification would be recognised by
TEC.
Accreditation - In the accreditation process a higher
education programme could be given a status as follows:
i. Full Accreditation - This is given to a programme
which has met minimum requirements.
ii. Provisional Accreditation – This is given to a
programme which has met most of the minimum
requirements. The institution is expected to close
the identified gaps within six (6) months. The
institution is allowed to enrol new learners.
iii. Deferred Accreditation – This is given to
a programme which has not met most of the
minimum requirements and the identified gaps
cannot be closed within a year. In this instance,
the institution is not allowed to enrol new learners
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into the deferred programme and must teach out
the students.
iv. Rejected – This means a programme is denied
accreditation and should cease to run.
Under the then Tertiary Education Council (TEC)
system, students who graduate from the programmes
under the status of approved, deferred accreditation and
provisional accreditation attain recognised awards.
In April 2014, quality assurance functions for
higher education were transferred from the Human
Resource Development Council (HRDC) to Botswana
Qualifications Authority (BQA). Given that BQA
Regulations were not ready, the Authority operated with
regulations of the two legacy systems, the HRDC and
Botswana Training Authority (BOTA).
At the time of handover of quality assurance of higher
education from Human Resource Development Council,
it was observed that most of the learning programmes
were on approval stage and were due to be submitted for
accreditation. As a result, BQA instructed all Education
and Training Providers (ETPs) to submit the affected
learning programmes for accreditation. Regrettably
most of the Education and Training Providers did not
submit the application for accreditation as instructed.
BQA could not close these providers because there was
no legal provision for such an action.
Subsequent to this, a meeting was held on the 12 May
2016 between BQA, HRDC, Department of Tertiary
Education Financing (DTEF), Ministry of Education
and Skills Development (MoESD) and the ETPs.
The Minister of Education and Skills Development
instructed BQA to extend approval for all programmes
that had been submitted for accreditation as at 12 May
2016 for purposes of sponsorship. The extension was
for a period of 6 months. The Education and Training
Providers were advised to request permission from
DTEF to enrol students in programmes that were still
being processed for accreditation.
Accreditation under the new regulations
In terms of the BQA Act and its regulations, all
Education and Training Providers (ETPs), either
public or private, including general education, are
to be registered and accredited with the Authority.
Furthermore, no learning programme can be offered
until it has been accredited. The regulations cover all
schools, workplaces, consultancies, Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) etcetera, that provide education
and training at all levels.
We are fully determined to deal with this matter.
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Firstly, Madam Speaker, we are going to ensure that
Government sponsorship for all new students will be
confined to accredited programmes only. It is, therefore,
incumbent upon all the institutions to ensure that their
programmes are accredited.
With regard to those students who are already enrolled
in programmes that are not fully accredited, institutions
will be expected to ensure compliance within the next
six months.
Madam Speaker, regarding book allowance, the
Department of Tertiary Education Financing (DTEF) is
responsible for paying allowances for the purchase of
students’ books and other learning materials. Allowances
are paid directly to students except for students enrolled
at the University of Botswana, Limkokwing University,
Botho University, Botswana Accountancy College
and Botswana International University of Science
and Technology where allowances are paid directly to
institutions and credited into students’ cards.
The already mentioned institutions have contracted
private bookshops to set up in their campuses for the
purpose of selling books and other learning materials
to students. With this arrangement, students can only
buy the required learning resources from the oncampus bookshops. We are aware that The Botswana
Competition Authority has registered its discomfort
with this particular arrangement.
The students are of the view that the book allowance
should be credited into their accounts as it is done in
other institutions. As a result, we shall with effect
from the next academic year credit the book allowance
directly to the students’ accounts. This will therefore
ensure that there is uniformity and consistency on the
disbursement of book allowances with other institutions
as well as bringing closure to students’ concerns on this
matter.
Madam Speaker, going forward, the Ministry is
developing Service Level Agreements (SLA) which
will be used to monitor service delivery of Education
and Training Providers and to ensure accountability.
With respect to the University of Botswana, the Council
met on Monday 13th February 2017 and a decision has
been taken to the effect that the University will re-open
on 6th March 2017. Disciplinary action will be taken
against individuals who looted or caused malicious
damage to property.
As a nation we need to collectively condemn all acts of
violence in all its forms but rather that we should engage
in constructive dialogue: ‘Ntwa kgolo ke ya molomo.’ I
thank you, Madam Speaker.

10

Hansard No 187

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you very much
Honourable Minister Dr Madigele. Short questions
please and no debate.
MR SALAKAE: My question is going to be very short.
I will like to ask the Minister of Education to explain
whether he thinks the strike had results or not.
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, I think it is
important for the Honourable Member to define what
he means by results so that I can link it with my answer.
MADAM SPEAKER: What did you say Honourable
Minister?
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, can he explain
what he means by results?
MR SALAKAE: I meant on the side of students because
now they have gotten what they wanted. You have found
it necessary to credit their funds for books into their
personal accounts. You have also started taking their
grievances seriously just like you mentioned those three
that you adressed. That is why I am asking you whether
you think the students should always resort to what
they did in order to get a reaction from the Ministry of
Education?
DR MADIGELE: No, I do not agree Madam Speaker
because these problems have been on-going for some
time; for some years. So, I am not sure that even in the
past years, they still raised these particular issues; I
believe that students have been raising various concerns
and in this particular instance they raised these ones.
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you. I just wanted to find
out from the Minister if failing to pay students on time
is not a violation of contract.
I also want to know whether failing to keep data which is
updated is not a violation of contract. The other question
is that, is failing to monitor and ensuring that students
are given quality education, not violating a contract?
Also, if a person has murdered another, and then
extenuating factors are considered; in this case
because students were pressed for having suffered for
six months; those who were found guilty, can we not
consider extenuating factors and pardon them and allow
them to return to classes? That is what I wanted to ask.
MADAM SPEAKER: Short questions.
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, first I tried to explain the process of registration,
that we depend on the data that is brought forth by the
institutions that are serving our students, and up and
until we verify and validate that data, there is not much
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that we can do apart from urging the institution to bring
the information to us so that we can credit students.
With respect to accreditation Madam Speaker, I have
outlined as well the problems associated with the current
dilemma that we have, that there has been a transitional
problem from the Tertiary Education Council (TEC)
Regulations to the new Botswana Qualification
Authority (BQA) Regulations. What we are doing now,
we are trying to normalise and we believe that with time
we should be able to contain this problem. Thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR MMOLOTSI: Honourable Minister do you not
think it is necessary to deploy an officer from your
Ministry who will be responsible for ensuring that these
schools submit results well in time, having deadlines in
place so that this mistake will not be repeated?
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desk, but if it reaches my desk Madam Speaker, I will
act accordingly with help from other stakeholders. I
thank you.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Madam Speaker, I was
looking at the Honourable Minister’s statement on
Paragraph five (5) that…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: What procedure?
MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. I just wanted to find
out if the Government can ask itself a question.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is a Member of Parliament.
MR MMOLOTSI: He is a Minister.

Secondly Honourable Minister, do you not think it is a
challenge which was caused by you as the Government
that students found themselves in such a predicament
because they lamented to you many times, yet there was
no response? They ended up being pushed into a corner
and found themselves in this position?

MADAM SPEAKER: Sit down, you are wasting time.
He is a Member of Parliament. We are in Parliament.

The last one Honourable Minister is that, did you hear
about a university student who the police harassed to a
point where they said they were not sure whether she
was a man or woman, so they had to undress him/her
to check whether he/she was a man or woman? Have
you heard about this issue? If you have heard about it
Honourable Minister, what are you going to do to ensure
that this traumatised student continues with his/her
studies in a normal way?

MR KEORAPETSE: … of Vincent Seretse.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, please listen.
DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, with regard to the first question, we are working
on having a service level agreement that should be able to
bind us as Department of Tertiary Education Financing
(DTEF) and as Education and Training Providers. It
should go a long way in addressing all these situations
of us having accountability on both sides.
Madam Speaker, yes indeed we are responsible for the
student welfare through DTEF and yes there are some
gaps that we have identified with respect to DTEF
the Department and we are working on modalities of
arranging this so that we would be able to fix things.
I think the last question Madam Speaker mentioned
something along the lines of hermaphrodite or mixed
sexes. I am not aware of that. It has not reached my

MR KEORAPETSE: There was a similar issue in this
House again Madam Speaker …
MR KGATHI: Hey! You are wasting time new one.

MR KGATHI: New one you are wasting time. I just
wanted to find out from the Honourable Minister;
you have ascribed failure of bringing documents to
enable the processing of students allowances from the
institutions, and it has been proven that you are going
to take action on the students for the misconducts they
have done; the question is do you not think the officers
who delayed the submission of the documents to enable
the students allowances to be paid are the actual cause?
Can you not request institutions to take action against
them so that we balance the whole equation so that the
students will not be punished alone?
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Procedure. My apologies
Madam Speaker, I thought what was said by Honourable
Keorapetse was…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Straight forward.
MS TSHIRELETSO: It is straight forward. The reason
why I have been trying to catch your eye is because I
wanted to make a clarification. You cannot ask questions.
I do not know, but all of us have a lot of questions to ask;
and some of them might be a bit challenging, I had one
but I backed down from asking it because I…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidate.

Hansard No 187

11

Wednesday 15th February, 2017

MS TSHIRELETSO: Yes, elucidate. No you cannot
ask! I mean is it proper for the Executive to ask
questions? Honourable Dr Madigele did not create this
thing for himself; this document was read at the Cabinet
if I am not wrong. Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, please wait. This document
is a statement.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Anyway I will check because I
wanted to confirm with the Clerk whether it was…

MR MOLATLHEGI: Madam Speaker, thank you.
I recall that there was an incident of this nature.
Honourable Seretse wanted to ask a question during
a statement; short questions time, and I denied him
an opportunity because I told him the paper was his,
hence he could not ask himself questions in Parliament.
My assumption was that the statement came from the
Executive, so they cannot ask themselves questions in
Parliament. That was my understanding and it is still my
understanding.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, will look into it then. Who
else wanted to say something?

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…

MADAM SPEAKER: Wait a moment, I am talking!
If a ruling was once made, I will go and check. In the
meantime Honourable Ministers should refrain from
asking questions then. They were all rising, even
Honourable Tshireletso once stood up. It means she
eventually remembered that she was not supposed to
ask questions.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgathi.
MR KGATHI: Thank you Madam Speaker. My
question …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MADAM SPEAKER: No! Hey! I have called upon
Honourable Kgathi.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, please wait!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Nkaigwa.

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Procedure. No…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Let us listen to Honourable
Tsogwane!
MR TSOGWANE: Madam Speaker, this issue is straight
forward, when the Ministers present chapters, other
Ministers are allowed to contribute either by agreeing or
advocating for their constituencies, contributing to the
chapter presented by another Minister. So, there is no
difference.
MADAM SPEAKER: That is what I know.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Ah! I know that at
this point in time they can ask questions, I do not see
anything wrong with that. It is just that they mentioned
something about a ruling, and he also said there was a
ruling. That is why the Clerks will check; they also do
not recall that ruling being made. I am not sure if my
Deputy once made such a ruling.
MR MOLATLHEGI: Madam Speaker, can I…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs)…
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MADAM SPEAKER: When did you become
Honourable Nkaigwa?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR NKAIGWA: Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KGATHI: Procedure. No, honestly I kindly
request you to withdraw; you cannot compare me with
that person.
MADAM SPEAKER: (Laughter!) …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MADAM SPEAKER: But you look alike. Honourable
Nkaigwa please continue.
MR NKAIGWA: No, but…
MR NKAIGWA: He is right Madam Speaker, we
cannot be compared to each other; I do not have zombies.
Honourable Minister, I heard you saying that, you have
been sponsoring courses that were not fully accredited,
so I would like to know in which institutions are these
courses offered, where there have been students doing
these courses that are not accredited?
Honourable Minister, I would also like to know whether
you will not consider crediting meal allowance into
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students accounts so that they could have a choice of
where they want to have their meals? Lastly, does
your government love these students, for her to release
a memo at 12:30p.m instructing the students to have
vacated the institution by 1 o’clock. Is that a sign of
love? Is there love in your government because this is a
very inhumane act?
MINISTER OF TERTIARY EDUCATION,
RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR
MADIGELE): Madam Speaker, let me make it clear
that no stone is going to be left unturned, with respect to
finding those at fault both at institutional level and the
studentery at large.
My understanding is that, the food aspect is catered for
in the students’ allowances.
With respect to the last question Madam Speaker, I do
not know if the Honourable Member wants to evoke
my emotive faculty as a parent. Yes, indeed it is not a
good thing to have students who are removed from an
institution in that fashion, but because there was indeed
violence and vandalism, stop measures had to be taken
to make sure that there were no further damages done to
properties and no further endangerment is done to the
lives of people. Thank you.
DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Thank you Minister for the statement and thank
you for considering the students’ request that their
book allowance be credited. I think that you need
commendation for. I wanted to ask a question quickly on
quality of education. I have had young people coming to
my office and saying, “we spent three years studying
towards what we believed to be a diploma and then
when we finish we are told that it is certificate.” Those
people are sitting outside the education system. What
are you going to do about them because they were at
some institution told you are doing a diploma or degree,
they left and only to find that it is not accredited at all,
it is not even what they were told it was? How are you
going to address that?
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police station. I will give you the details of the case
Honourable Mmolotsi was talking about. Are you going
to investigate all other dangers that may have happened
as a result of the abrupt closure of the university?
DR MADIGELE: Madam Speaker, we have a number
of Education and Training Providers (ETPs) that are
implicated. Currently, I do not have the details, I have
perhaps left them at the office. With respect to the
number of programmes that are approved, the number
of programmes that are deferred or programmes that
have been rejected; I have that and I will provide it to
the Honourable Member with time.
If there are any other issues that I have not covered, I
would be very happy if you provide them so that we can
look into them because we take this issue of accreditation
or its lack thereof very, very seriously.
You are saying am I undertaking or do I have to, what
were you saying?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)...
DR MADIGELE: Am I ready to make an undertaking?
Yes, I am ready to make an undertaking Honourable
Member through the various structures that help us. The
University Council, we have advised it to look into these
matters very, very carefully so that all concerned can be
fully investigated to make sure that we bring closure to
this and make sure that this does not happen again in
the future.
MR KEORAPETSE: Honourable Minister, thank you
for your statement. I just wanted to know the recourse
of former students who have qualifications which are
not accredited. What is their fate, what do you intend to
do with them? I am reminded of New Era students who
cannot get the accreditation with Engineering Regulatory
Body and the Gaborone Institute of Professional Studies
(GIPS) students who are in possession of uncredited
qualifications. What is the fate of these children?

I also want to speak to the issue around the action you
are going to take. We all agree here that the reaction
of the students may have been uncalled for in terms of
being extreme, but it was as a result of the desperation
that was occasioned by the incompetence of those that
were supposed to credit the allowances. Do you make
an undertaking in this House that you are not going out
to punish students, you are going to look into this matter
as a parent looking at all the circumstances around this
issue?

DR MADIGELE: Thank you Madam Speaker, thank
you Honourable Member. Under the then Tertiary
Education Council (TEC) system Madam Speaker,
like I had outlined, the various categories of approved,
deferred accreditation and provisional accreditation,
those qualifications are recognised. We are also going
forward to engage on how to rectify the situation and to
make sure that we call upon all those concerned to make
sure that they come back to us, so that we can all have a
common understanding of what has happened and what
needs to be done. Thank you.

The other issue is around what happened when
the university was closed. The harassment at the

MR NTLHAILE: Thank you madam speaker. I just
want to understand the gist of this whole matter, in
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terms of the direction we are taking. What did the then
Minister of Education do to address the situation, or was
it because he was busy focusing on the benefits he got
from Limkokwing and New Era universities?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Ntlhaile, you are
out of order.
MR NTLHAILE: I am just asking.
MADAM SPEAKER: The reason why you sometimes
feel that I do not give you a chance to speak is…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…

Minister was not doing her job but she was rather busy
doing her business. He has not got anything that affirms
that, he has not got anything…
HONOURABLE MEMBER:…(Inaudible)…
MS MAKGATO: It is your question. Whom are you
asking because Honourable Dow is not on the floor?
No, Honourable Dow is not holding the floor, he must
withdraw that.
MADAM SPEAKER: No! Order! You are out of order.
Honourable Ntlhaile, what you said is not right.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of procedure.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, hey! I am on the floor,
please sit down. Honourable Ntlhaile, listen to me, this
is one of the reasons why you always think that I do not
give you a chance to speak. That is not the correct way
to address the Honourable Minister. Please withdraw
that statement.

MADAM SPEAKER: Wait, stop saying point of
procedure while I am on the floor when you are the one
being referred to. Honourable Ntlhaile what you are
saying is not right. She was not prosecuted and found
guilty, I do not understand why you find her guilty. That
question is unnecessary. Honourable Ntlhaile, withdraw
and stop wasting time.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)...

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: No! Withdraw. You asked if he
was still focusing on benefiting from those universities.
That is very wrong.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, I said Ntlhaile.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you talked about
newspapers, and we do not talk of such when in
Parliament.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: No, you are misleading him,
advise him accordingly.
MR KGOROBA: On a point of order. Madam Speaker,
even as we speak today, the law firm associated with the
Honourable Minister is still doing legal work formally,
for Limkokwing. He is getting something there. That is
benefiting.
MADAM SPEAKER: that is not a proper way to
address the Honourable Minister. She just came in and
she will hear you.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): Point of order. Thank you very much
Madam Speaker. There is nothing wrong with benefitting
but when it is used in reference to a Minister doing her
job and you cast doubt on her job, saying she was busy
benefitting is wrong. It is that connection that is wrong
and he must withdraw it. You were still on the ruling
that he must withdraw saying he presupposes that the
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I called Ntlhaile.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I called on Ntlhaile.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, I have
called Ntlhaile.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: I have called Ntlhaile, otherwise
I will throw you out. Honourable Ntlhaile where are
you going? No, wait, where are you going? Honourable
Ntlhaile you are wasting our time, withdraw that
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statement and sit down and if you are pressed you can
leave afterwards. Honourable Ntlhaile, Honourable
Keorapetse is misleading you.

MR NTLHAILE: Yes, I withdraw Madam Speaker.

MR NTLHAILE: Madam Speaker, I do not know
which Standing Order you are using in …

MADAM SPEAKER: Order that side!

MADAM SPEAKER: No Ntlhaile, you are starting to
attack me?

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure Madam
Speaker.

MR NTLHAILE: No, Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: Yes, you are starting to attack
me, I do not understand why you are talking about
Standing Order. All I am saying is, it is wrong of you to
say that about Honourable Dow.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: What was he saying?
MADAM SPEAKER: She was not found guilty of
advancing her personal business somewhere. Now,
withdraw.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …

MR NTLHAILE: They are making noise.

MADAM SPEAKER: I am not taking any procedure.
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MR NTLHAILE: No, I am not on what they are saying
Madam Speaker.

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Order! What is wrong
with you? What is the commotion about while I am on
the floor? I am informed that when the House adjourned
yesterday Honourable Kgoroba was on the floor and he
was left with 22 minutes 9 seconds.

MADAM SPEAKER: Look, withdraw those words.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MR NTLHAILE: I am on a different issue.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: Withdraw those words.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.

MR NTLHAILE: What I was saying Madam Speaker
is that …

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MADAM SPEAKER: Ntlhaile! no! no! otherwise I
will personally throw you out, maybe you wanted to
debate.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, do not do that.
MR NTLHAILE: Madam Speaker, it is just that I was
saying …
MADAM SPEAKER: Take the right advice and leave
those who are misleading you.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE: It is just that it was a question not a
statement Madam Speaker.
MADAM SPEAKER: It was a question but it implies
that she was guilty of something.
MR NTLHAILE: Okay, if that is the case Madam
Speaker I will withdraw but it was just a question not
a statement.
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, withdraw properly.

MADAM SPEAKER: Let me take Honourable Kgathi
first
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Wait. The point of
procedure I am standing on Madam Speaker is that there
is an outstanding matter. When we adjourned yesterday,
Honourable Mokgware was to bring the newspapers or
he withdraws what he said.
MADAM SPEAKER: My Deputy will take it when
he comes in because I spent the whole day in meetings
and I did not get the chance to go through yesterday’s
Hansard and I was not even in the House at that time.
MR KGOROBA (MOGODITSHANE): Thank
you Madam Speaker. When Parliament adjourned
yesterday I was still trying to address the issue of
governance; checks and balances that, our system has
got no checks and balances, because we do not have an
independent Legislature. We have the Executive having
the superiority over the Legislature and I doubt we even
have an independent Judiciary, because the manner in
which our Judiciary is being selected is dependent upon
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the President alone and every decision is made by the
President and there is nobody to check on the President
and probably go against what the President has decided
on, because he has now absolute power over the
Legislature and the Executive.
I would also want to dwell into our issue of education.
It is unfortunate Honourable Madigele has just left
because he has just put up a statement with regards
to the issue that affects our education. Our education
system has declined very terribly as some Member has
reiterated earlier on that we have thousands of students
who have qualified from these tertiary institutions
holding qualifications of certificates of courses that
have not been accredited which means their recognition
anywhere outside the borders of Botswana, they will not
get any proper recognition for their qualifications.
When we talk of quality education, we are talking
about education that can be recognized internationally
because we are now living in a global world, whereby
our lives should not only be restricted or confined to
our countries of residence or the countries where we
qualified from. Even the private sector in this country,
when Honourable Gaolathe said our graduates are
unemployable, the private sector is very hesitant or
resistant to employ most of the products coming out
of these tertiary educations. Now if our own private
sector within the confines of our own country are going
to be reluctant to employ graduates from some of these
institutions what about the international world. The sad
part about this is that, we have sold the future of these
children, because they spent 4 or 3 years in tertiary
institutions and they have more or less used their ration
or quota that Government has allocated for them to be
able to acquire tertiary education or their chances of
ever getting another opportunity again of maybe going
further with their tertiary qualifications is almost nonexistent. We have portrayed ourselves to be providing an
opportunity to the children of this country by providing
them with free education or the so-called free education
as we call it but knowing that we were not actually
giving them what the money was worth.
We have a situation right now at Limkokwing where
students were enrolled on the Target 20 000 exercise.
Target 20 000 did not target children who qualify to
go to tertiary, even Junior Certificate dropouts were
included in this Target 20 000 which means that they
did not qualify for tertiary institutions. The whole
objective according to how I understood it was a
short term skills development programme but to my
surprise as we speak, 1 950 students were enrolled at
Limkokwing on the Target 20 000 Programme. After the
six (6) months or the one (1) year in which they were
supposed to complete, they have been further enrolled
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into Limkokwing now on a three (3) year Diploma
course to do a Diploma. The question is, how do you
qualify a Junior Certificate (JC) student to do a Diploma
course and leave those who have completed Botswana
General Certificate of Secondary Education (BGCSE)
who qualified better than a JC student for them to enrol
for a Diploma? How do you skip those who qualified
and give the opportunity to those who are far from
qualifying? That is the first one.
Number two (2); how do you enrol students for a one (1)
year programme only for them to be extended to three
(3) years and it only happened at Limkokwing, it has not
happened at the other institutions. Why then did we not
take all the 20 000 after their short courses and continue
to enrol them for further courses like it has happened at
Limkokwing? What is so special about Limkokwing?
Still on Limkokwing, I very much suspect that a lot
of the courses that were not accredited as Honourable
Madigele reiterated are at this particular institution. I
am saying that because we had over 70 lecturers in the
last five (5) weeks or so retrenched from Limkokwing
which was not actually a retrenchment because the day
after they were retrenched, Limkokwing was already
engaging new staff to replace the ones that were
supposedly to be retrenched. It shows that there was
no need for retrenchment at Limkokwing. How do you
retrench 70 and then re-employ another new 70? Simply
because you were avoiding to pay them the benefits
because they were employed on a permanent and
pensionable basis. Allegations are that, the ones that have
been recruited now are only given not more than six (6)
months contracts. When the matter went to the Labour
District Office for arbitration, the Vice Chancellor of
Limkokwing did not have a work and residence permit.
How do you have an institution under the guidance of a
Chancellor who does not even have legal permission to
work and live in this country? How does such a bogus
person, such a crooked person who can engage in an
institution of higher learning like a university as it is
proclaimed for Limkokwing to be running a school like
that, and at the same time violating the laws of this
country? What assurances do we have that if a man of
that nature can violate the laws of this country, what
can stop him from violating the rules of education,
accreditation and all that? I would advise Honourable
Madigele to go and look into this matter of these 1 950
students who were initially enrolled for Target 20 000
but have now been given permission to proceed to do
Diploma courses. If you do not take steps on the matter,
we will take legal action against that because we have
thousands of Batswana children who have lined up at
Department of Tertiary Education Financing (DTEF)
for an opportunity to go and do their tertiary education.
We cannot have other kids being thrown in through the
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backdoor at the expense of those who have been in the
procedural line of waiting for an opportunity, it is unfair
practice. Please go back and look into it.
Honourable Matambo, when I listened to your speech,
I did not see any mention of the disabled. We are a very
small population in this country and it is so unfortunate
that 2 million plus as we are, rationally, definitely we
cannot have over 10 000, I do not even think over 5
000, especially severely disabled people. Maybe it
is because Honourable Matambo has not had the
opportunity to go into Batswana household yards and
see the poverty and the sufferings. I have done it and
have come across families where they have people who
are severely disabled, mentally disabled, and physically
disabled and otherwise; people who cannot do anything
for themselves. I think going forward Honourable
Matambo, together with your Government, please look
into this aspect of the disabled people, more especially
the severely disabled.
DR P. BUTALE: Elucidation. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Member. As you talk
about this issue of the disabled, I have experienced
it in my constituency where blind people or people
living without sight, mentally disabled and children
who cannot walk, say that when they get to the office
designated for people living with disabilities, they are
told that they cannot be helped. Do you have that kind
of situation in your constituency and what would be the
remedy? Where can they get help?
MR KGOROBA: I think out of all the 57 constituencies,
each one of us have one or more of such cases of
people who are severely disabled. I have some in my
constituency and it is a very sad state of affairs. I endorse
what you are saying Honourable Butale because the
establishment that is there, that is supposed to be taking
care of the disabled especially the severely disabled,
is doing nothing about it, that is why I am advising
Honourable Matambo to seriously look into that. The
Honourable Tshireletso tried to explain the procedure,
I met the Council Secretary this morning to also try
and get more information from him as to how this P10
million is going to work. By November or by December
when Honourable Tsogwane was on the radio with
Honourable Mmolotsi…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: November.
MR KGOROBA: It was November. Yes, when they
were talking about it. It was discussed in November but
even to this day there are no guidelines. I was requesting
for the guidelines as to how this P10 million is going to
be used and the criterions and the executions thereof.
How are we supposed to understand, because we have
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to consult the people and inform them about the P10
million. It is not our money, it is their money. It is the
people who should decide how it should be used but
there are no guidelines and we need the guidelines on
that.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of clarification Madam Speaker. Thank
you Honourable Member for yielding. Yes, indeed
the guidelines are not in place yet, but they have been
formulated and the Council Secretaries were consulted
about them two weeks ago; the guidelines will be before
you soon. Thank you.
MR KGOROBA: Thank you sir .I for instance already
have a Councillor who went around calling for a Kgotla
meeting and announcing through a loud speaker that
people must come for a Kgotla meeting. You know, I
have ten (10) wards in Mogoditshane, so obviously the
presumption is that each ward will be given a million
and this Councillor was calling people, saying, “let us
go and talk about our P1 million.”
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of procedure Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I just need your guidance
here. We were in this House yesterday or is it the day
before when the Honourable Assistant Minister of
Local Government told us, and I thought it was a very
useful explanation that she gave with regard to this P10
million, that there are guidelines on how this fund is
going to work. Now the Minister says the guidelines are
not in place. And others…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
DR P. BUTALE: No, you said they are not in place.
That is not what the Assistant Minister said, “they are
being formulated”. That is not what she said. She said
there are guidelines.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
DR P. BUTALE: No, no, if you are confused in your
head do not try and confuse us. We need clarity Madam
Speaker, so that all the others who are going to debate,
debate from an informed position. Two (2) people who
are heading the same ministry cannot be saying two
things that are not in agreement. So, I think the records
will be all over the place if you do not ask them to clarify
what is the status. Do we have guidelines or we do not?
If it is an afterthought, even, they should say it; that, ‘we
realise that people were all over the place, some were
buying excavators, some were buying brick moulding
machines and therefore we realised that we should come
up with some guidelines.’ If there are no guidelines you
should say so, if there are guidelines you should say so.
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MADAM SPEAKER: You just want to delay us
because the Minister of Local Government and rural
development is not on the floor. The way I understood
him is that the guidelines are there and he has them. It is
only that perhaps they have not been finalised. Proceed
Honourable Kgoroba.
MR KGOROBA: The Honourable Minister is showing
us a draft which is not yet complete. So we are talking
about something that is complete that can guide us
when going to the people. Give us guidance as to how
to guide the people. People are going to kill us for this
money Madam Speaker because they are going to say
we did not utilise it prudently. So we have to be very
careful and prudent when approaching this matter of the
constituency P10 million especially since I have just
told you that one Councillor…
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of elucidation Madam
Speaker. You are debating well Honourable Member.
As you debate you should also emphasise that in
a democratic government a budget is allocated by
Parliament and not any Party caucus. Secondly the
Members from the ruling Party were heard announcing
at their constituencies how they will be buying
excavators and brick moulding machines and all that
shows the confusion that is there simply because there
are no guidelines.
MR KGOROBA: That is correct Honourable Member
and this is why I am saying that, the draft is still in
the hands of an Honourable Minister and I guess even
Honourable Tshireletso has not gotten hold of the draft
as yet. That is why maybe she gave a different statement
from the Minister. Anyway, we look forward to the draft
and let it be speeded up Honourable Minister because
we need to start addressing the people on that matter.
Honourable Matambo, the other thing that really bothers
me, I do not know if maybe it is because you have never
faced real poverty…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KGOROBA: No, it is many years ago and you
might have forgotten. When you speak of poverty
eradication, let us not just look at abject poverty, let us
also look at the middle class, because it does not mean
the middle class does not have financial troubles. They
are also in their own form of poverty.
One of the things that I have long requested from
you Honourable Matambo, which you are refusing to
address is third party insurance. I think 80 per cent of
the cars that we have on our roads are imported, the car
that I am driving is an import too. Those of us who are
not rich we survive through those cars. One thing about
those cars is…
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…
MR KGOROBA: In the layman’s terms of course.
There are those which are referred to as “Local” cars,
the ones that you own and then there are these cheaper
ones. They are all uninsured Honourable Matambo, all
of them or most of them. At least 70 per cent of them
are uninsured. I requested you in this House the time
we were discussing the Non-Bank Financial Institutions
Regulatory Authority (NBFIRA) that please work on
making a third party insurance compulsory. Where I stay,
two weeks ago, one such car came and jumped over the
culvert and run onto my neighbour’s wall and brought
down the entire wall. Fortunately it could not go beyond
into the house. It was at one (1) a.m., you see. Up to now
the wall is not fixed. My neighbour is exposed to thieves
at night. The guy does not have the money to repair that
wall because the car is not insured, but if we had third
party, at least he would have to struggle repairing his
own car and the wall would be repaired.
Even my car, which is also an import, it is not insured but
I try to drive carefully because I know I cannot afford
repairs if I have an accident. But should it happen that
another fellow comes from nowhere and hits my car.
He cannot repair my car. I cannot repair my car. Now
that is driving us into poverty Honourable Matambo.
So, please let us look at it. I asked for an appointment
for you to bring the experts on insurance to come and
explain to you and your officers on third party insurance
but it is almost seven (7) months, you have not even
called me up to now. So, I do not know if maybe it is not
making sense to you. The agreement was that you would
call me to your office. Lastly; same on the insurance
company, when you are talking of creating employment
and poverty eradication, 70 per cent of people in the
insurance industry are foreigners. Honourable Members,
are we saying even in this day and age we have to
import people to come and sell insurance? Honourable
Matambo, what are we doing about that? Those are
jobs that could be helping Batswana and helping your
Government which I am continuously bashing for lack
of creating employment. You see, when we say you are
responsible for employment, it is in this manner; policy,
you do not employ people in the insurance industry
because it is a private enterprise. But you can come up
with rules and laws that will inhibit foreigners to come
and take those job opportunities which could be taken
by Batswana.
Now, when we say you should be creating employment, it
is in that regard that you should be creating employment.
The insurance industry is flooded with foreigners and
these companies know that they are using foreigners.
Why should we allow them to use foreigners at the
expense of Batswana when Batswana are unemployed,
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when we have so many Batswana again trying to pursue
the insurance industry and they cannot break through
because the foreigners are blocking them out, because
it is controlled by foreigners right up to the top? Those
foreigners are blocking our own people in utilising that
employment opportunity in the insurance industry. So,
please go and look into that and let us have Batswana
doing insurance rather than foreigners. There are other
complicated jobs like engineering or whatever that
require high expertise, they could be left for foreigners
not to sell insurance, no. Thank you very much Madam
Speaker.
MR SALAKAE (GHANZI NORTH): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I am a bit concerned Madam Speaker,
we are here discussing pertinent matters of the Budget
which touches on Ministers’ responsibility portfolios,
but they are not here, especially those Ministers who
do not have deputies like Honourable Khama and
Honourable Mabeo. I feel so strongly that when we
discuss concepts of the Budget, they must be here. This
is because the Honourable Minister of Finance and
Economic Development deals with finances only, not
matters relating to their day-to-day activities. I am a bit
concerned.
But to start with Madam Speaker, I wish to take this
opportunity first to thank God for his mercy, grace
and love. This afternoon like many others, I have the
honour to present my response speech to the Budget
Speech as presented by the Honourable Minister of
Finance and Economic Development, Honourable
Kenneth Matambo, outlining the Budget Estimates for
the financial year 2017/2018 and for that very purpose,
I wish to thank him for the speech.
I also would like to thank Honourable Ndaba Nkosinathi
Gaolathe for always being on top of issues. Many of you
will agree with me that when he presented on behalf
of the Leader of the Opposition, Comrade Duma Boko,
he was on the contrary, intellectually aggressive in
content, relevant and hard to ignore, and for that reason,
I honestly and sincerely must thank him together with
other leaders of the concerned parties under the Umbrella
for Democratic Change (UDC); Comrade Duma Boko,
Comrade Dumelang Saleshando and Comrade Motlatsi
Molapisi. I can confidently tell you that the economic
agenda of this country is under good care. They would
definitely be trusted to deliver the change that we need
in this country.
Coming to the Budget Madam Speaker, I am aware as the
Minister indicated when presenting on Monday that we
are faced with the budget deficit of 1.43 per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The Minister is saying
that he is availing P57.19 billion as revenue and grants
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to finance the expenditure budget of P59. 54 billion for
the financial year 2017/2018. What I understand from
this financial statement, the Minister is simply saying
we are stranded and we need as a collective, to look
forward to set targets…
MADAM SPEAKER: Father, if you go out the quorum
will collapse.
MR SALAKAE: I am simply saying Madam Speaker,
that reading from the Minister’s speech, the Minister is
simply saying that we are stranded and for that reason,
we need as a collective together, not a one man’s show,
together we must look ahead and set targets that are
feasible, together we must anticipate problems, together
we must give this country purpose and direction given
this gloomy picture as presented by the Minister. We need
as a matter of urgency, to do a proper problem analysis
within which we will allocate proper expenditures
that talks to these targets or to physical targets that the
Budget outlined. We need in that regard to visualise, we
need to plan properly and we must also pray if we want
to achieve our targets. We must do this of course while
observing important matters of operational efficiency
and performance.
Madam Speaker, looking at the domestic performance
and outlook, the Minister is saying, he has failed so far
after almost 50 years to diversify away from minerals
and he is saying he has got no choice now. He has to
look into reforming tax administration laws. He now
wants to get into the pockets of Batswana. I am shocked
for the first time I hear a situation where when people
say, “we do not have money in the pockets,” when the
economy is so subdued, in such a way that people no
longer have money in their pockets, the Minister would
say, now he is going to ensure that the little thebe that
they have in their pockets, is going to tax them to try and
boost the economy.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Honourable Member, are you sure that
you are not misleading this House because the Minister
has not said he is going to use taxes to diversify the
economy. He has outlined different strategies in the
Budget, but he has said in terms of diversifying the
revenue base of Government, he is looking at other
options including what you have just said.
MR SALAKAE: You are correct Honourable Minister
when you say the Minister indicated that he is going to
diversify the economy to try and boost the revenue base.
One of the things that he mentioned is that, he is going
to look at the tax administration. I do not know what the
fuss is about what I am saying. You are simply trying to

Hansard No 187

19

Wednesday 15th February, 2017

buttress what I said, to say, it is shocking, but instead of
looking at other aspects, the Minister is now getting into
impoverishing…
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Kgoroba! What you
are doing is wrong. You can see that he is on the floor
and you are leaving, you are collapsing the quorum, that
means you should sit down and not debate.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SALAKAE: No, he said he is pressed.
MADAM SPEAKER: You have forgiven him.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you, you did well. Keep
that up.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, they form the quorum
Honourable. Do not include my deputy because I want
to go out.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, it is not a secret. If I do not
think for myself who would do that for me?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, what you are saying is not
right Honourable Salakae, proceed I am listening.
MR SALAKAE: You are offending me Honourable
Tshireletso but you are one person who does not like
to be offended. Thank you Madam Speaker. I think I
have laid claim to my argument regarding reforming tax
administration, I now need to move on.
The Honourable Minister when presenting his Budget,
did indicate that the Budget intends to address three or
tripartite development challenges of unemployment,
income inequalities and poverty. For that reason, I
want to put before this Parliament that we cannot do
that effectively without visiting statistics and data, and I
am afraid that as things stand, the integrity of Statistics
Botswana is at stake. We cannot rely on statistics or
data from that institution when a lot is at stake in that
institution.
You will remember Madam Speaker that sometimes last
year or the session before this one, the former Member
of Parliament for Goodhope-Mabule comrade James
Itireleng Mathokgwane once brought a motion to this
Parliament complaining about maladministration at
Statistics Botswana, but to no avail. We need as a result
Madam Speaker, to request the Honourable Minister
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to look into this issue with respect of course to telling
this Honourable House when he intends to share the
findings relating to that motion, because as it stands, the
morale at Statistics Botswana is very low, and as such
we cannot depend whole heartedly from that institution.
Just to buttress the point that the staff morale is low.
When I was there, we used to have a situation whereby
locals and expatriates from some institutions like the
University of Makerere in Uganda for example, because
a lot of us used to go there, you will sit in the same class
with an expatriate from Uganda, after finishing, you
come together to apply for a certain position at Statistics
Botswana, when you get appointed, immediately you
are paid differently just because he is an expatriate. The
situation now has taken a completely different twist, now
it is a local pitted against a local. I think the Honourable
Minister of Finance and Economic Development is
pretty much aware because this agency falls under
his watchful eye that there is a court judgment which
directed Statistics Botswana to look into issues where
now there are issues where locals sitting in the same
office, having the same qualification, doing the same
job, are paid differently. Some are paid a difference of
P15 000 doing the same job, one is P20 000 the other
one is P25 000, P35 000. The other one does not have
a Degree in Statistics; the other one has got a Degree
in Statistics. Just because this one was headhunted
somewhere to come into administration, he was paid
double of what these ones are getting yet we can say that
those people can sit confidently and prepare statistics for
us. On that note Honourable Minister, I wish that you
look at these dilemmas; otherwise we are going to be
in trouble. I am saying this because this is an institution
that we rely a lot on.
Just to remind you Madam Speaker, this Honourable
Parliament always talks about Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), we get this GDP estimates to measure the wealth
of this economy from Statistics Botswana; that is where
we get poverty datum line estimates to measure poverty
level, that is where we get gini coefficient to measure
income inequalities, that is where we get inflation figure
to assess our microeconomic stability; that is where
we get household income and expenditures to assess
our consumption patterns. We also get our purchasing
power parities to measure income levels comparing it
with the rest of the world, and again that is where we get
external trade date to assess trade-offs, education, health,
everything in statistics that you can think of, yet a lot is
happening there. That is why I am so concerned Madam
Speaker that unless we address these abnormalities
relating to staff welfare, we will not get what we want in
terms of dissecting the Budget estimates as presented by
the Honourable Minister.
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I now wish to look at the aspect of poverty, and I wish
to point this day Honourable Minister that we now need
as a matter of urgency to address the concept of poverty
not in the manner that we do. I want to borrow from
one study that was conducted by the United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
in September 2015 using data from Botswana
called Welfare Indicator Survey dubbed a Multiple
Overlapping Deprivation Analysis, where they teach us
that poverty manifests in multiple forms; there is income
poverty, there is health poverty and so forth. Now, to get
a one-size-fits-all kind of solution is not addressing the
problems of this economy. So, I think that what we need
to address with respect to addressing poverty is income
poverty. We need, as a matter of urgency as I indicated,
do our problem analysis properly. To this extent Madam
Speaker, looking at the aspect of income poverty as a
separate issue from any other demission of poverty, my
people from my constituency have requested me to ask
you Honourable Minister to do away with A and B scales
because they are an embarrassment to us. At this era, we
cannot have people getting salaries with those A scales.
If at all we are serious we want to address this important
aspect of poverty, we need to look at the issue of income
poverty. That is why I will be more than willing to agree
to support the Honourable Member of Francistown West
Mr Moswaane when he made a proposal that we must
set the minimum wage at P3 500. That is not asking for
too much, so I am in support of this proposal. Instead of
taxing people, instead of trying to find out how much
people have in their pocket, let us try to put more money
into people’s pockets so that they can educate their
children, so that they can try and do more businesses
and tackle this problem of poverty.
They have even said I should request you Honourable
Minister to look more closely into the issue of
liberalisation of the beef sector, in particular the demonopolisation of the Botswana Meat Commission
(BMC) Act. They are saying let us allow more people
to compete with BMC, those poor farmers whom we
always say they own BMC are saying, allow those
with money to build more export abattoirs so that they
compete with each other, to make it possible for those
with a small number of cattle to have more options as
to where to sell their beasts and maximise the gains.
We are not saying close BMC; we are simply saying do
like what you did with the telecommunication industry.
You will remember that Botswana Telecommunication
Corporation (BTC) then was very furious, right now
because of that they are happy because they have
cellphones. Had it not been because of that, they could
not have pondered much into their thinking capacities
and realise that they have to introduce a cellphone so
that people can continue using their services. This is
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what they are saying. I do not know where the Minister
of Agricultural Development and Food Security got this
mandate from. In the contrary the Minister is saying, I
got this from him, when I and him were in a meeting
on Tuesday in Kang. He is now saying he is going to
privatise the Francistown abattoir, semi-privatise the
Lobatse abattoir and leave the Maun abattoir as it is.
Now, the million dollar question is where does he get
this mandate because Batswana are adamant? Farmers
from my constituency in particular are saying, what we
need is liberalisation and nothing else.
I am reminded of one aspect where five years back,
the farmers in Ghanzi had gathered themselves, trying
to convince the local authorities in Ghanzi that they
have got enough money to build an export abattoir and
whoever was endowed with the authority to direct the
course of events refused to give them the go ahead. As
we speak, I am told they have now built a state of art
facility or export abattoir somewhere, in one country
that I do not want to mention. So, what I am simply
saying Mr Speaker is that, please let us allow the private
sector to lead like you indicated in your statement, why
do we become selective? Why do we now have to say
others are incapable of driving the private sector or their
own interest within the sectors they are in? These are
the pleas…
MINISTER OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT (MR MATAMBO): Clarification.
Thank you Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable Salakae.
I have no problem with liberalisation of the beef
industry, indeed the privatisation of the Botswana Meat
Commission (BMC), maybe not as a whole but certainly
part of it. Where I wanted you to clarify before your
time is finished, is with respect to this minimum wage,
where you say you support Honourable Moswaane, in
respect of the P3500.00 minimum wage. I hope you are
not only thinking of Government ability to pay that…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ngaka, please check the
quorum before you leave.
MR MATAMBO: I said would you indicate whether,
you would be quite happy if this also applied to small
enterprises like shops owned by Batswana, our domestic
workers and people working at the farms, will all this
category of employers be able to pay this P3500.00. Are
you happy with that? Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Matambo, you
will have to ask again, we do not have a quorum.
Honourable Matambo, you can ask for clarification.
MR SALAKAE: He has already asked.
MR SPEAKER: Did you hear him?
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MR SALAKAE: Yes Sir.
MR SPEAKER: Okay, proceed Honourable Salakae.
MR SALAKAE: Thank you Mr Speaker. With respect
to the question posed by Honourable Matambo, I
think I was saying I support Honourable Moswaane to
the extent that, that was simply a proposal which can
still be subject to review, to say how about us setting
the minimum wage at P3500.00. If there are other
dimensions that still need to be cleared, I am still
amenable to that. So, I was not saying I am rigid to
say P3500.00 will be set across board but I was simply
saying, to the extent that he is saying it is a proposal, let
us consider it because it makes sense.
Going forward Mr Speaker, the entire agricultural sector
not only the big sector is under serious state of paralysis.
Programmes such as Integrated Support Programme for
Arable Agriculture Development (ISPAAD), Livestock
Management and Infrastructure Management (LIMID)
and Cluster Fencing are suffering because of under
budgeting. In fact I will categorically state it and say, I
am proposing a 100 per cent subsidy for the poor quarters
of our society. There are taxes of the people from some
communities, the Remote Area Dwellers (RADS), who
approached me and said we have managed to contribute
this much, we are failing because of this and that and the
Government would not consider their contribution when
they make a decision as to whether they assist them or
not. So I am simply saying, let us consider a 100 per
cent subsidy towards the poor quarters of our society;
the RADS and the disabled.
Under social development Mr Speaker, the Minister
also highlighted that there are additional packages that
he has added to the menu on social protection which
include, among others, fishery and aquaculture. I am
simply saying, in Ghanzi we are disadvantaged, where
are we going to get land for all these things. I have in
the past requested this very Parliament to buy portions
of freehold farms that Ghanzi Township is sandwiched
between and try to create land banks so that you lease out
to those people who will be interested in these packages
that you have listed under social development. Otherwise
it will just be pointless if you present those issues to
Ghanzi, you will be met by angry people wondering if
you have forgotten about them. Road infrastructure is
another concern. I am worried Mr Speaker that in my
constituency, in fact in the whole Ghanzi region, the
only situation where you will find that there are no
tarred roads is within San communities. In Ghanzi South
Constituency in particular, there are tarred roads in all
villages except for the San villages of Kacgae, Bere and
New Xade. You go to my constituency, the settlements
of Qabo, Grootlagte, New Xade have no tarred roads. In
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fact, what is even more troubling is the on-going road
infrastructure project between Charleshill and Ncojane,
there is a certain Basarwa settlement called Ranyane,
just 5km away from Ncojane. I had thought you will
extend that road to them within that five kilometres (km)
range, but you have starved them of the opportunity that
will have enabled them to get into the mainstream of the
economy. This is discrimination, I am left wondering
why.
The other practical approach Mr Speaker that I think
together we must borrow from, I very much believe
that if we were to invest and I am very much pretty
convinced that if we were to invest on education, issues
relating to income poverty will be addressed. In my
constituency, when I was left with two days before
coming to this Parliament, I was told that the situation
is so dire, the situation is so disturbing that there are
no chairs for students to sit on. In certain classes like
Standard 5 which you and I will agree Mr Speaker that
these are foundation for the Primary School Leaving
Examination (PSLE), 117 children share three (3)
textbooks. In certain schools in my constituency there
are no books, no chairs and children go to classes on
empty stomachs, there is absolutely nothing. I even have
pictures of Ghanzi Senior Secondary School, electric
pots are dilapidated, others are supported by bricks to
keep the pipe intact.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SALAKAE: Ghanzi. I said in my Constituency,
Ghanzi North, in all the schools, primary schools,
secondary schools, in fact the only secondary school
there, Itekeng Junior Secondary School, children attend
lessons in halls. Two classes attend lessons in a hall that
is not partitioned, yet you get shocked when the results
come out in the manner they did this year …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR SALAKAE: Check on who is asking for
elucidation.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member. The same
situation that you are experiencing is happening in our
constituencies too. I have a junior community school
that closes at 10 o’clock because there is no food.
I also have a school where pupils have to bring their
own chairs because there is a shortage in school. This
is a very sad situation that needs to be addressed in this
current budget. Of course we do agree that part of it is
due to lack of management.
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MR SALAKAE: My proposal will be why not cut
one billion from the Ministry of Defence, Justice
and Security Budget and try to meet this few basics
for the Ministry of Education. There is no justification
whatsoever why the Ministry of Defence, Justice and
Security must top the list when it comes to the budget
appropriations, the budget allocations, combining the
Recurrent Budget and Development Budget. We have
the Defence, Justice and Security Ministry as number
one, yet the Minister failed to present that to Parliament.
He tried to hide that by dissecting the two, but when
you combine the two; the Ministry of Defence, Justice
and Security is number one. One wonders why such a
prioritisation for Security, Justice and Defence. So I am
simply saying; Honourable Minister look into trying to
cut at least a billion and buy chairs that students so much
need in primary and secondary schools.

Resource Development Council (HRDC) which advises
on matters of education and the Minister of Finance and
Economic Development try and finances such kind of
dispensations. I do not have enough time Honourable
Dow; you will have to take two seconds.

I had many other things, but in the interest of time, I
wanted to come into the P10 million before I finish.
There is this P10 million that I do not understand
Honourable Minister. I was worried by the cavalier
manner in which the District Commissioner and the
Council Secretary came and addressed me on that
issue. They were two. They did not want me to be with
anybody in the room. What they told me is that, “we
have just been directed to come and tell you that there
is P10 million budgeted for constituencies and we do
not need your comment.” So I would like to know if
this is what you told them. Why do you have to say
this is a constituency budget while you do not want our
comments as Members of Parliament? So, I am worried
that officers from the Ministries of Honourable Molale
and Honourable Kgathi view Members of Parliament in
such great deal of contempt.

MR SALAKAE: I do not understand what Honourable
Dow is talking about. I wanted to conclude by saying
that these pupils need what we refer to as psychometric
tests; tools existing in the market. We need to consult
with these pupils and show them the importance of
choosing careers that talk to their interests. Thank you
Mr Speaker.

I am left with two (2) minutes. I wanted to finish by saying
Honourable Matambo, please with respect to education,
if indeed we want to address the deteriorating results
once and for all, look at the aspect of, first students’
uncertainty. First and foremost, the pupils chose wrong
subjects. You wonder why will the Ministry of Finance
and Economic Development- under who is given the
authority do so, why would you finance a student to do
history when in fact his ultimate desire is to become
a statistician? Why would you ruin a student’s life by
forcing him to take mathematics when in fact his interest
for example is to become a lawyer? These are some of
the issues which make students …

MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker and thank you sir
for yielding. I was saying when you talk of students
choosing the wrong courses, I take it you are not
including the one who left school after he was raped by
an honourable, and had to move to another school where
she did not complete. I believe you were not referring
to her when you said she was treated unfairly? I mean
the one who was schooling at Kgari Sechele and had to
be transferred to another school after she was raped, are
you referring to that student?

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tsogwane, check the
quorum first before trying to leave.
MR NGAKA (TAKATOKWANE): Thank you Mr
Speaker for giving me an opportunity to comment on
the Budget speech that was presented by Honourable
Matambo. Before I go any further, I would like to
state that there is an evident progress. I would like
to congratulate the three primary schools in my
constituency that performed well. A Primary School in
Dutlwe that obtained position one by performing better
than all primary schools in Kweneng region. This shows
how serious they regard education.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR NGAKA: The whole of Kweneng region, including
some schools from your constituency. Never mind, I
will invite you. It is not the only school Mr Speaker,
there are two other primary schools of Sorilatholo
and Khekhenye in the Basarwa settlements that also
performed very well. The one in Khekhenye got 94. 1
per cent.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: 94!

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…

MR NGAKA: 94. 1 per cent in Khekhenye, Sorilatholo
got 91. 3 per cent while Dutlwe obtained 100 per cent.

MR SALAKAE: They are not forced, but then one
wonders why does the Government through Human

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Salakae, you cannot go.
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MR NGAKA: I would like to congratulate them for
this; this shows great progress. Let me move on to my
main points Mr Speaker. I believe that with regards to
the economy of this country, in which there are more
villages than towns; we need to focus more on villages
because that is where the majority of the people live.
Some of those who came to Gaborone decided to come
here due to the hardships that they experienced in the
villages.
I do not believe there is anyone whose roots or origins
are in a city in Botswana. If there are such people then
it is a new phenomenon. Most of our roots are found
back in the rural areas. When we talk about poverty,
like the Minister was talking about abject poverty,
he is referring to the situations back in the villages,
where abject poverty is found. When we talk about
programmes, policies and other things, I would prefer
to take them to those areas. That is where we should go
and address people’s grievances; but if we spend most
of the time in Gaborone, most of the time in cities, we
would not be where the people who need assistance the
most are. We would be going in opposite directions now.
It is like looking for cattle at a pasture instead of going
to the watering hole.
Let me quickly say this, I believe when the Population
Census was done in 2011, the statistics were meant to
assist us to see where the population is most dense, so
that we ensure that as we are making developments,
we distribute them to places where there is the most
need, or where there are more people. That is one
of the guidelines we are using to see how we can do
things. I am a bit worried here Honourable Minister that
when funds are being allocated or when developments
are being made; when you get to a constituency like
mine, it does not make me happy when it is counted
among poverty stricken constituencies, and it seems the
population in that area is not being used or considered
to say, let us take water there, let us take this and that to
that area. That is an anomaly. In other words, it shows
me that even these numbers here I am getting from the
Population Census, maybe they are just figures.
When I was watching news last week Thursday, it was
shown that there was no water in Khudumelapye. The
borehole gave telling signs that it was drying up in 2011.
It kept getting dry until now; it is completely dry. This
means that from 2011 to this year, this is the seventh
year; the borehole was showing that water was drying
up. When an employee from Water Utilities Corporation
(WUC) was quizzed about this they responded, “There
is no water in Khudumelapye, because we had gone to
fetch water for the people in Kubung.” Let me look at
the statistics from Khudumelapye and Kubung so that
you get the picture. “No, Khudumelapye had no water
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because we were still drawing water for the people
in Kubung.” How many people is he talking about in
Kubung? If you look at the population of Kubung and
the localities, they are 1 085, according to the 2011
census, as compared to the Khudumelapye one which
has 3 149. What criterion was used not to give water to
a higher number of people, and say we had gone to give
fewer people water? I do not accept this thing. What is
this communicating to me? It is telling me that no one is
responding to and addressing the fact that there has not
been water in Khudumelapye since 2011. In your Clause
Honourable Minister, where you talked about water,
you pointed out that you were going to do something,
on Paragraph No. 24 in your speech, I quote, “Madam
Speaker, the following construction of a parallel line to
the existing line under the North-South Water Carrier
Scheme, Government will fund the construction of
various pipelines such as the ones connecting the Thune
Dam to Mathathane, Tsetsebjwe and Moletemane,
which is expected to be completed in 2018, and the other
connecting to Kanye and Molepolole in the North-South
Carrier. Besides the implementation of the emergency
water projects throughout the country…” If a borehole
showed in 2011 that there was no water, up to 2017,
what is a definition of emergency? How long should it
be an emergency? How long does it take to declare that
as an emergency situation? It takes seven (7) years. It is
seven (7) years now, Khudumelapye still has no water,
but we are talking of emergency in your statement. Is
that an emergency now or is it a normal situation?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of elucidation.
Thank you Honourable Member. The issue you are
talking about is something very painful because the
majority or half of the people in this House keep going
there. You are asking a proper question as to how they
see this situation. Is it a good situation? Mostly they go
to that area, but they come back and sit here yet you
come here and lament every time about one thing; for
seven (7) years! I mean, I agree with you that it is high
time that we take other people in certain constituencies
like yours seriously because they are not taking them
serious.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Wait a moment Honourable
Ngaka. Let me remind you of something. Honourable
Members do not forget that at this point in time you are
supposed to be debating the general principles of the
Budget and the macroeconomic issues. Other things
like water and others; they will be addressed during the
Committee of Supply, addressing the various Ministries
and departments. It was just a word of caution; address
the general principles Honourable Ngaka.
MR NGAKA: Thank you. No, I was giving an
example of not using the Population Census statistics
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in preparing the Budget. That is why I was giving that
example, wondering why that is the case. I am also
asking myself why Khudumelapye of all the villages?
While they were still struggling like that they were
blessed with rain. They ran around and harvested the
rain water from their roofs into their containers. They
had no choice but to drink water from containers they
use for bathing. Pardon me Mr Speaker. During the
Committee of Supply I will now be giving numbers at
that time, even the numbers of people who fell sick and
were treated at the clinic because of that. Can we give
accolades when we are faced with such a situation? As
a Member of Parliament for how many years should
I say this to be answered? That is why I was saying,
why Khudumelapye? When you get to Khudumelapye
you are going to find old women, and when they hear
that a doctor will be coming the next day, by 9 o’clock
at night, they go there and spend the whole night by
the gate of the clinic. When the doctor comes the next
morning they say, “I will only assist 15 people, all the
remaining 150 go back home.” They skip check-ups for
up to three (3) to six (6) months. Why Khudumelapye? I
am asking myself this. The very village whose roads are
not tarred, but there is a tarred road leading to Kubung.
Why Khudumelapye? I am just asking myself that if we
do the Budget now…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)...
MR NGAKA: No, please wait. It is just some things
are so discouraging.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: You were just giving
that as an example, right?
MR NGAKA: No, I was just giving an example.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Ngaka, we have heard
your example Honourable Member, please continue.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was just asking
myself why Khudumelapye? Maybe you can assist me;
a village without an Agricultural Demonstrator or a
Veterinary Officer, so when we make this Budget do we
ever consider these things? A village without a Social
Worker, currently we are being assisted by a Social
Worker from Letlhakeng. Why Khudumelapye? I am
just wondering what is going on. All these challenges
are being faced by this village, and there are more than
3 000 people there. If we consider other things, when
doing the Budget and we can see what to do. When you
have people, voters in a situation like the one we find
in Khudumelapye, you cannot talk of economic outlook
growth, because there you are going international.
You cannot go internationally when somebody is crying
behind you. You end up going back to them and talk
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about their grievances. Even though there is committee
of supply, but I will touch on the issue again when
the time comes. Honourable Minister, on the issue of
electricity supply in paragraph number 23; the time
has come to desist from only talking about electricity
issues in Parliament. We should stop talking about
refurbishment of Morupule B power station, to maintain
this, maintain that, a time should come where …
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Procedure.
Thank you Mr Speaker. When I came in the Honourable
Member on the floor was debating in English and now
it looks he is debating in Setswana. What language is he
using Mr Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: No, he was debating in Setswana, he
was just clarifying a point. He is in order.
MR NGAKA: Pardon me for the use of those two
languages. I do not usually use either of them, I am good
in Sekgalagadi and I would be very fluent in my debate
if allowed to debate in that language. I will use Setswana
because I am not bad with it. Honourable Minister, we
have long talked about the power situation in Botswana,
every budget, mid-term reviews, we talk about electricity
situation. Honourable Minister, the time has come that
we should be using the power that we generate in our
country. We always talk of maintaining Morupule A, we
refurbish it, we maintain unit 5 and 6 at Morupule B yet
we still experience shortage of power and water in our
constituencies because villages grow on a daily basis. It
is high time Honourable Minister that we address this
situation. When we talk about a developing economy,
we are talking about the lives of people, because they at
the receiving end. They are the ones we refer to when
we talk about the economy of the Republic. I liked the
point you made in paragraph 25 when you talked about
the affirmative action and disability. It is a good move
by the Government to recognize and acknowledge
people living with disabilities, it is just that some of the
services are not easily accessible for a person living with
a disability. It has to be flexible and clearly outlined that
a person living with a disability could be assisted from
home, for example with the issuance of the National
Identity card. It has proven difficult for the caretakers to
transport these people to the offices in order to get the
service rather than just sending one officer to assist the
person. Let us consider that Honourable Minister that in
the long run, the situation be addressed as such.
We are calling for the expansion of the Affirmative action,
it should not only focus on certain people Honourable
Minister. I once talked to Honourable Tshireletso about
it. Affirmative action was meant for those in settlements
but we have Basarwa who live like those people in
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settlements but they are in villages. They do reside in
villages like Takatokwane, Dutlwe or Maboane, and
they have their own Kgotla within a village but they still
live like those in Kaudwane, Qabo and Sorilatholo who
are covered by the affirmative action. Affirmative action
should not only be restricted to settlements, and we
should look at the way they live even when in villages.
This affirmative action was designed looking at the
way of life these people are leading. Our lifestyles are
different even though we have also noticed their efforts.
Mr Speaker, there are those Basarwa who are really
trying and we have seen their efforts, or maybe I should
just make that request in this House that the school
that I mentioned earlier on that took position one in
the Kweneng Region, some of the people who are very
active in that region are the Basarwa. Those students
who do not attend school because they are lured into
being farm workers; Dikgosi are doing a good job by
regrouping those children back to school. Can you not
use affirmative action for Kgosi who is in that area and
is a Mosarwa who has volunteered his services and does
not even get any form of payment? Please consider that
Honourable Minister.
The Minister talked about monitoring and evaluation in
Paragraph 35.
MR REATILE: Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker.
While the Honourable Member is still at that point, that
they do not get services, do you not find it fit to assist
those who have volunteered their services to serve as
Headmen of Arbitration and not leave this issue under
Bogosi? Probably you could bring that list and submit
to the Ministry so that they are installed because it
now looks like there is a discrimination between these
people.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Mr Speaker. You said
exactly what I wanted to say Honourable Member.
Thank you so much for that contribution. I wanted to
talk about monitoring and evaluation as presented by
the Honourable Minister in paragraph 35. When we
have programmes which we want to roll out to the
communities, especially in my constituency, we are
faced with challenges. The challenge is that for people
to be enrolled or assisted, they need to be subjected to
some form of assessment. But as they get assessed, there
are some elements which they are not aware of and at
the end of the day we are being held accountable. The
response that our party is responsible should not be given
because I have had constituents coming to my office
to complain. In other words, can you remove politics
from Government offices? Programmes should not be
rolled out to the communities and then not monitored.
If they are told that the reason they are not assisted is
a result of their party affiliation, none of the leadership
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has come up to find out why such a response was given
and if it was proper. That is monitoring now, that is
evaluation, and one should be in a position to determine
if the communities are being assisted accordingly.
There is a gap Mr Speaker. There is no supervision and
monitoring tool to make sure that applicants are assisted
accordingly.
Even if we come up with more programmes, if this
answer is still given in Government offices, we will
not go anywhere. That is why at the end we have
programmes which have no …
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. We agree with you Honourable Member
that sometimes people think that no one can hear
them give such responses and there is nothing that
can be done. We have leadership and when we talk
about leadership in constituencies, we are referring to
Councillors, Members of Parliament and Dikgosi, that
when they hear these things they should report them to
ministries so that an action can be taken. If we are just
talking without cting examples and evidence, it becomes
difficult to take action.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Minister for responding on
that issue. The reason why I am bringing it here on
the floor is to show that I have made some attempts.
I will give you an example; Mphuthe Junior School in
Letlhakeng; students have failed dismally. I have four
(4) to five (5) questions which I asked here about the
school management and I was promised that action
will be taken. Since 2013/2014, I have been following
Mphuthe School issues in this Parliament but it is a
problem. I am showing you that I am not just saying
these things Minister. I make follow ups to find out if
certain situations can be remedied. Anyway it is still a
welcome advice. We will keep trying.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order. I am not sure if
the officers are still recording because the radio stations
are broadcasting that “Botswana Democratic Party
(Domkrag) members are mostly absent and Opposition
members are always present.” Right now you can count
them; 1, 2, 3, 4, hopefully someone is counting them
and will assist us when they talk at Duma FM. Recently
I represented the party and I denied that we are always
absent and they are always here. So, today it shows
that what I was saying at Duma FM is true. If there
is someone recording, let them do so, so that we are
justified. I was saying, we are out of order because they
are always absent and when they get to radio stations
they say they are always in Parliament.
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Tshireletso, I have noted
your concerns. Actually I do not have any authority over
that. There is nothing that I can do. As long as you are
21 we can proceed in Parliament.
MR NGAKA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I did not want to
finish debating before I could talk about Land Policy and
Servicing which the Minister mentioned in Paragraph
25 in his speech. He was talking about Botswana Land
Policy that this Land Policy has been approved in
Parliament in July 2015. He also mentioned its aims.
Now Minister, from 2015 July up to today, we are left
with three (3) to four (4)months before this Land Policy
attains two (2) years. We cannot be discussing the aims
of this policy. The Minister could have included that
they have already started and what are the outcomes;
we managed to achieve this with this Land Policy not
talking about we are now introducing it, yet it has been
introduced in July 2015.
Since we approved it as Parliament, it has not been in use.
If it was in use, the results could have been mentioned
that, “however, we have initiated it. It has been two (2)
years and here are the results we have seen.” We are
now speaking as if it is now that it is being introduced.
It does not show that after it was approved much was
accomplished. I will stop here Mr Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): Thank
you Mr Speaker. Let me take this opportunity to also
comment on the debate. I will be very brief. When I take
my seat, give Honourable Member for Francistown East
Honourable Buti Billy a chance.
Firstly I would like to thank Honourable Matambo for
presenting Budget Speech and that in Botswana there
has never been a time when the Government failed to
present Budget to Parliament or Batswana. Dr Mmatli
this shows that the Government is on track. There
has never been a time when we were told that there is
no diversification of funds like it is the case in some
neighbouring countries.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, it is funds
allocation not diversification.
MR LELATISITSWE: Setswana is not easy;
‘allocation’ sir. In Boteti, we use a different language.
I must commend the Minister for the information from
Statistics on how Botswana is performing in Africa
in terms of finances. He has indicated how much the
country is making, how much Batswana are making,
where most of the income comes from and Government
plans for improving the economy of the country. These
are some of the things mentioned by the Minister and I
commend him for that.
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I must applaud the Minister for indicating that in this
Budget, there are certain areas that the Government
wants to improve during this financial year. Areas
like economic diversification and job creation. He
mentioned some sectors that generate income for our
country such as trade, hotels, restaurants, transport and
communications, which show growth in the economy
of Botswana. He also mentioned that there are certain
aspects they are looking at to try and attract foreign
investors in Botswana that can create employment for
Batswana.
Information and Communications Technology (ICT); if
a country does not have technology, there will be less job
creation in that sector. Nowadays we communicate with
other countries through technology. There is a need to
take this point seriously because right now in Botswana,
we still have challenges in terms of technology even in
this Parliament where you find that it is not easy to use
internet. The network is very slow. Since the Minister
promises to improve this, you should seriously look
into this issue because technology connects us to the
outside world without necessarily having to board buses
and aeroplanes to go there. Some of our neighbouring
countries which are perceived to be doing not so well
economically,countries like Zimbabwe, their internet,
is very fast. Here in Botswana, it takes time trying to
load. This situation needs to be addressed Honourable
Minister of Finance and Economic Development.
Minister of Finance and Economic Development also
indicated that they try to support small businesses both
locally and internationally through electricity supply.
He mentioned all that Government intends to do.
Honourable Members, it is necessary that this issue be
addressed urgently to avoid a situation whereby business
people or investors may cite shortage of electricity as a
challenge.
The other point that he talked about is water supply
which is still a concern in Botswana. We heard the MP
for Takatokwane lamenting about water shortage. It is a
challenge even in the Boteti area whereby villages can
go for weeks without water. Challenges such as this one
can scare investors who may want to come here and
create employment which we know is a priority of our
Government to create jobs. So the issue of water should
be addressed so that investors can come in and create
jobs for our youth.
Land policy and servicing- Botswana is a small country
with a population of two million or slightly over two
million but you will realise that when it comes to
allocating plots, it is very difficult because land is
not serviced; that is without water, electricity and
technology. Currently, it shows that only 37 000 plots
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will be serviced. This is a very small number and there
is need to address this situation because many Batswana
are on waiting list to be allocated plots. This results in
some people resorting to selling land because they have
certificates yet they cannot develop it because there are
no services. The end result of this would be Batswana
having nowhere to stay. This challenge should be
promptly addressed so that Batswana can build their
homes.
Local Economic Development; we know that the
Minister talked about local economic development.
Through this, Government has in a way made people to
be self-employed.
The programme through which Government buys
locally produced goods should be supported. We should
not take it easy. Even those who are procuring for
Government should know this and maybe it should be
made a law and not just a policy because when we go
out to our constituencies, they do not know about it and
this hinders local companies from growing which could
create employment for Batswana.
The Minister also talked about capital development as
one of the points that he will be focusing on during this
Budget. It is a very important point.
This afternoon, we had the Minister of Tertiary
Education, Research, Science and Technology talking
about the recent strikes in tertiary institutions. That
is where Government is trying to develop Batswana
so that in future, they can be self-employed and
not to be dependent upon Government to employ
them. Government is trying to develop this human
capital through free education. Therefore, I call upon
universities to work together with Government to avoid
situations that we saw happening in the past three days
and ensure that it never happens again. It is totally
unacceptable situation that has been brought about by
people who did not do their job and ultimately students
will be evicted from their houses. We know that if you
find a dog in your yard and you want to beat it, it fights
back. We should sternly criticise this situation because
it means that someone did not do their job. There was
nothing these students could do and they had to do
something to get attention that they are in trouble.
On this issue of human capital development, we have
seen that Basic Education has been allocated P6.8 billion
as the recurrent budget. As we speak, many schools do
not have textbooks, classrooms, and the maintenance
leaves a lot to be desired. In my constituency it is even
worse because since the closure of the BCL mine we
have seen a lot of transfers of students to the schools
in my area. As I speak the primary schools have an
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enrolment of over a thousand students. That is one
of the reasons I always submit questions stating that
there is a need for a new primary school because even
the enrolments for lower primary are so high that the
teachers no longer know what to do regarding that
situation. Some are even turned back because there are
no spaces. I therefore wonder if we are committed to the
human capital development in the Letlhakane area. If
we are committed we should then accept that a primary
school should be included in the National Development
Plans or in the current budget. It should be one of the
projects that should be attended to as soon as possible.
On issues of social development we have seen what
the Minister said and he included the packages that are
geared towards the issue of poverty alleviation…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): Clarification. Thank you Mr Speaker and
thank you Honourable Member. I wanted you to clarify
that as you are asking for a primary school to be built
is it because the village is growing or is it because there
has been increase in enrolment? In some instances you
will find that we do not really have to build a school but
rather we could increase the number of classrooms so
that we could enrol more students. I need the Honourable
Member to clarify this issue for me. Thank you.
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you Honourable
Minister. In the Letlhakane area we can no longer
explore the expansion route because according to the
education policy they have reached maximum in all
primary schools. There is need for a new primary school.
It is so congested and if we take that route we would
be running the risk of exposing the students to health
hazards because in cases of out breaks of Tuberculosis
(TB), or any other airborne diseases we would not be
able to control the disease. I do not even want to consider
that option and therefore we need a new school, even the
Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development
are aware of that issue.
On social development, the Government has come up
with a lot of packages and my view is that the current
programmes need to be upgraded. If we consider
programmes like the Livestock Management and
Infrastructure Development (LIMID) which fall within
the Ministry of Agricultural Development and Food
Security you will find that a lot of services do not reach
the sub districts. You are able to find such services in
areas like Serowe, and you can imagine somebody
coming from Honourable Kenewendo’s home village
going to Serowe and worse still not having any relatives
in Serowe, you will indeed see that they travel a long
distance…
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MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Honourable
Lelatisitswe, we have lost the quorum once more.
MR LELATISITSWE: Thank you Honourable
Speaker. I was just saying that with regards to social
development I should thank the Government for these
packages which I believe Honourable Mmolotsi is also
thankful for. In this aspects there are certain issues that
I wish could be looked into to try and develop people. It
is important for Batswana to have access to services. In
this budget the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development could be gearing towards eradicating this
issue of sub districts because they make life difficult for
Batswana. Batswana really suffer and those from my
area are hard done because they travel long distances
in order to access some services in areas like Serowe.
It is time for the sub districts to be removed completely
because …
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. I am standing on a point of clarification
Mr Speaker, because the whole nation would be misled
if the Honourable Member insists that sub districts have
problems. There is nothing wrong with the arrangement
of sub districts, they were done to bring services closer
to the people. I know people have this idea that if it
is a district then things would be closer or everything
would be there, no, the sub districts and service centres
were intended to bring services closer to the people.
They might not be doing what they are supposed to do
probably because of resources, but that is the whole
principle.
MR LELATISITSWE: Honourable Minister, you are
talking to somebody who is aware of that matter and I
even come from that area. I do not accept that clarification
and I do not need any assistance from anyone. The
central district is supposed to be divided and people
from areas like Tutume, Bobonong, Nata, Boteti; and
Boteti West is the worst, areas like Makalamabedi travel
distances of 400 kilometres. Those are sub districts
which are bigger than other districts here. That is not
a good thing and those of us from those areas should
condemn it. If you consider the Letlhakane area, it has a
population of 29 000, Tsabong has a population of 6 000
but you find that there are roads in Tsabong as well as
street lights and the statistics state that developments are
carried out where there are people and because we are
sub districts, we do not get some of the services. That is
not right, because developments should be considered
based on statistics. These are some of the things that
we should condemn as people who come from the subdistricts…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
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MR LELATISITSWE: Bobirwa, Tutume, Boteti East,
Boteti West, Mahalapye they should be independent .
Even in areas like Thamaga…
MR SPEAKER: Why are you sitting down Honourable
Member?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: I asked for clarification.
MR SPEAKER: The problem is that he is taking a long
time.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of clarification.
Thank you Mr Speaker, thank you Honourable Member.
You are right to say being a sub-district every decision
is made for you and that the fact that you are from a subdistrict you are belittled. As people from sub-districts
developments do not arrive in your area.
MR LELATISITSWE (BOTETI EAST): I thank you
Honourable Member. That is the reality. The idea of Subdistricts has negatively affected the development of our
country. If you take our Agricultural sector for example,
if you need someone to inspect your horticultural
project you will be told that the inspector only covers
from Dibete upto Makalamabedi. In Mochudi, he
covers Mochudi only. This is a clear indication that the
developments are not done properly and that needs to be
corrected. This is one factor that I will always include
in my debates.
MR MAJAGA: On a point of clarification. I thank
you Honourable Member. I want to ask the Honourable
Member if he is aware that there is shortage of Subdistricts, something that is a challenge to Batswana? We
have long waited for others such as Nata Sub-district.
MR LELATISITSWE: I thank you Honourable
Member and I want to say my wish is that we cancel
them. Some people might think that when you talk about
a district you are talking about Bogosi, no, we are not
talking about Bogosi. We are talking about Government
administrative districts not Bogosi.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR LELATISITSWE: That is the perception that
some people have.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Who?
MR LELATISITSWE: I would not single out their
names, they have this perception that we are talking
about Bogosi but we are not. We are talking about
administrative districts. Bogosi functions without the
administration of the government. This is one point
that I am going to continue mentioning and maybe one
day somebody will realise that this is something that
Batswana need.
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We appreciate because the Ministry of Health
and Wellness has been given a budget of over P6
billion. There is shortage of ambulances in hospitals
countrywide; we therefore expect better results including
the Test and Treat project. In my Constituency you
will realise that there are pharmacies that do not have
security eventhough expensive medication is stored in
these places. Last time when I held Kgotla meetings in
my Constituency, the nurses reported that the last time
they were given uniform was a long time back. Others
were saying they are still using the ones they were given
when they were at school.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR LELATISITSWE: There is no time Honourable
Member otherwise I was going to yield. I am also
thankful that the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development has been given a better budget
and the fact of the matter is that this is the ministry
that provides most services, even the sub-districts fall
under this ministry. They are supposed to distribute
their services around the country, and we must avoid
constructing huge buildings in places where there is a
population of 2000 people only because the place is a
district headquarters.
Defence and Security; After the Minister reported that
their machinery is old, just this week we were informed
that the Botswana Defence Force plane crushed and
killed three officers; may their souls rest in peace. This
is a sign that indeed these machines are old and we need
this budget to rectify these gaps.
Under the development budget, P2.9 billion has been
reserved for electricity connections. Areas such as
Mmeya, Khwee need electricity. I am raising these
issues in this House so that they can be considered when
we do our budget.
I am grateful that the Ministry of Basic Education has
been given a bigger budget; we hope the situation will
improve because tertiary education got a bigger share.
Our wish is to continue sponsoring our students for their
tuition going forward.
With those words Mr Speaker that was my contribution
in this debate.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Let me thank
you Mr Speaker. Before commenting on the Minister’s
speech I wanted to thank Honourable Venson-Moitoi.
I was in Europe when the African Union chairmanship
results were publicised. I was really touched to realise
that you did not make it to the post that could have
been the pride of Southern Africa. I appreciate that you
contested; you were competent to take part.
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You soldiered on and I believe you studied the Africans
from all corners of the world, Eastern Africa, Western
Africa and Northern Africa. We should work closely
with them so that we understand the type of people they
are. We should build a relationship with them so that in
future if we contest for a post they can vote for us. It
might not be Honourable Venson- Moitoi by that time.
Having said that Mr Speaker I want to say I believe that
the Minister of Finance is not giving the Ministry of
Agriculture priority but it is one ministry that we should
be giving a bigger share because it could improve the
lives of Batswana. This Ministry is usually allocated a
share that I feel is not enough. On the other hand this
Ministry also has a tendency of abandoning a well
thought out work plan, I do not know what could be
causing…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Kesupile. While
you are still taking a breather, they are talking loudly
therefore I cannot hear you properly. Can you kindly
minimize your voices those of you who are not listening
to Honourable Kesupile. Continue Honourable Member.
MR KESUPILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. The Ministry
of Agricultural Development and Food Security is the
only Ministry that can construct roads going to the
ploughing fields and cattle posts where farming and
rearing of livestock takes place. You cannot depend
on the Ministry of Transport and Communications
to construct such roads. I believe that even when the
Budget is being discussed by the Cabinet, the Minister
of Transport and Communications will not mention
roads going to ploughing fields and cattle posts, rather
the Minister of Agricultural Development and Food
Security is the one who can advocate for these, then
when they are given less money that is when Thematic
Approach that you have once talked about will come into
play. We believe Thematic Approach means there would
be greater collaboration between Ministries so that they
are able to make a difference rather than leaving the
burden to one Ministry which will keep on going over
a problem many times without doing anything about it.
This means that a Ministry like Local Government
and Rural Development also need these roads going
to ploughing fields and cattle posts as they use them to
visit villages and sub-districts. But they are always quiet
as if they are not suffering because of these roads that
some of us are always crying about. I wonder what their
contribution is in assisting the Ministry of Agricultural
Development and Food Security at the Cabinet meetings
when issues of roads are being discussed, so that they
too can be given road construction projects. It means
these three Ministries should work together to see if
they cannot be able to better this situation because lack
of roads is a major problem.
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Still on the issue of roads, when we look at the Ministry
of Land Management, Water and Sanitation Services,
when plots are allocated things will be much better
because there will be a reservation for water pathways
as well as hope for dirty water to be disposed off
properly, because these services are under one Ministry
but electricity services are in a different Ministry. This
means that the problem we are having at the moment
will persist because after plot allocations, electricity and
roads will not be available resulting in people crying
forever.
For other people roads are only grated when there is a
funeral. This will be after they go and cry at the Council
offices to say we are not able to pass with our corpse to
the new settlements due to lack of a road. Then that is
when a bulldozer will go and clear the road. For another
settlement to also be cleared then there has to be a
funeral as well. Besides that clearing may be done when
there is a wedding celebration of a prominent figure/
family.
Honourable Minister, during the 2016/2017 Budget
allocations when you were requesting for funds for
different Ministries, you mentioned that plans will be put
in place to see whether Lesotho cannot provide us with
water. Today you do not have a report on the feedback
of that issue. Did this issue die a silent death or it was
diplomatically concluded indoors? This means that the
money we had popped out to carry out a feasibility
study went down the drain. We are still hoping for water
to be channeled from the North coming to the South
but now that you are telling us to expect this in 2018,
this is a new date. Do remember that right from 2014
a new date was always being set. That is why when
a Motswana hears such things he usually says, “we
will believe when we see it happening”. Honourable
Mokaila was also present, we will see whether someday
something will happen. As for the issue of electricity it
is very surprising indeed Honourable Minister. Do you
mean that the Government just realized only now that
new ways of generating electricity are needed? Do you
mean that in all these years there is no entrepreneur who
has come forth to say solar energy can help? We are only
waking up now when it is too late.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: This is not the first time.
MR KESUPILE: No, the Honourable Minister says
a new way of generating electricity has been thought
out and solar power is the way to go. People have been
relaxed and they are only starting to act now. You have
not told us about this solar power… the pilot exercise
was financed. Yet we do not hear the report as to what
the results from the trial are saying.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR KESUPILE: Mr Speaker, I did not hear what he
was saying. Regarding the issue of Poverty Eradication,
if it is true that by December 2017 you would have
greatly reduced abject poverty even though abject
poverty is not explained, I believe that the relevant
Minister will explain to us what it means. There was
once an intention to minimize the hard felt effects,
then came the Poverty Eradication programme, when
Honourable Masisi realized the pain he then changed to
say I mean abject poverty. Now we do not know what
abject poverty will end up being defined as since he
handed over to someone else.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR KESUPILE: …(Laughter!)… he has handed
over to another person. Mr Speaker, I together with
Honourable Matambo would like to call these boys to
order, we are not their age mates. We shall deal with
them in private. If it is successful that would be great
but if not then…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR KESUPILE: Yes Mr Speaker, I yield.
MR MMOLOTSI: Elucidation. Honourable Member,
do you think that this statement that by December 2017
abject poverty will completely be eradicated was a
well thought statement or it was just careless thinking?
Because when you look at my constituency alone it
would take more than five years to eradicate poverty.
MR KESUPILE: Thank you Honourable Mmolotsi.
Being a Minister of Finance as Honourable Gaolathe
said is a very important job. I strongly believe that
Honourable Matambo was hugely influenced by those
with large numbers. He was influenced by the Minister
responsible for this poverty eradication programme; they
even gave him the word “abject” poverty. We are going
to hear more of it when the Minister presents his budget
proposal, we are going to want to hear the explanation
whether he brings etymological dictionary or thesaurus
in real fact we want to know what he is talking about
because come December the definition of abject poverty
will have completely changed. Honourable Matambo
was made to repeat this word; he kept saying “I repeat”.
He repeated it to show that he was serious; we will also
be serious when demanding an explanation. Honourable
Ndaba Gaolathe underneath his humble nature will be
listening sharply about this abject poverty which will be
eradicated by December 2017.
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Minister, the other issue which concerns us is hearing
that a policy addressing people with disabilities will
be implemented as if it is something new. The existing
one did not make any difference. I actually want to tell
the truth and I bet the Vice President will agree with
me that this policy is no longer necessary, we need an
Act because we have already discussed the policy, we
drafted, presented the amendment but there still was no
change, the Minister is even afraid to table it. Do you
recall that paper which was presented here? This now
calls for nothing more but an Act. The Minister should
now go to the drawing board and draft a Bill for us to
debate here. This policy is completely useless we are
moving around in circles.
The problem now is that the Vice President is on the
wrong post, he could be assisting…
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Procedure. Mr Speaker,
there is an extremely urgent matter that is outstanding,
where Honourable Mokgware was supposed to bring
evidence to this Parliament. When Madam Speaker left
she said that her deputy will attend the issue. I kindly
request that before Parliament adjourns Honourable
Mokgware should clarify because sometimes issues can
become stale.
MR SPEAKER: I hear you Honourable Kgathi but
allow Honourable Kesupile to conclude his debate. He is
left with 12 minutes and 29 seconds after he that we can
go back to that issue and allow Honourable Mokgware
to finish. Proceed Honourable Kesupile.
MR KESUPILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. Do not worry
Honourable Mokgware, I am not going to conclude so
that they will not go back to…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MR KESUPILE: …(Laughter!)…to that issue. I was
saying that the Honourable Vice President, when you
were responsible for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
you were familiar with issues of people with disabilities,
you also sensitised a lot about it. I believe that you also
know that policies are useless. An Act is the one which
can assist all people with disabilities to receive the P300,
it should not be received by some while some do not
receive it the reason being they cannot spend it anywhere
as they cannot do anything overlooking the fact that the
person has caretakers. Only an Act can dispute such a
situation where it is said one is unable to do anything
for himself, caretakers will be considered. People with
disabilities are suffering and sometimes I wonder how
long they are going to continue suffering. Is there ever
going to be a time when we say it is enough; people
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with disabilities have suffered long enough? Enough is
enough, only an Act can solve this.
Mr Speaker there seems to be a hidden programme
where all Ministries are not allocated enough funds.
That is to say all of them are underfunded. I am
wondering if it is true that they are underfunded because
every question that they are asked regarding some tasks
that they failed to carry out, their answer is usually, “ we
failed on account of having no funds.” It is always the
same answer from the Minister. Are they underfunded?
Was the underfunding done on purpose? Have they
all been underfunded or some of them have failed to
do their job and are hiding behind the explanation of,
“we have no funds?” This is an issue of great concern
Madam Speaker.
When Honourable Matambo asked for funds for
2016/2017 general maintenance for roads, the project
was awarded a lot of money now when questions are
asked about roads maintenance that have not been
done, the answer is, “there are no funds.” Honourable
Matambo should also take time to go and see whether
all those projects which were budgeted for like
maintenance have been done. People are hiding behind
“there are no funds” answer because it is a very simple
answer to give. We never ask how much budget was
allocated, how much have been spent and how much is
remaining. It is a very concerning issue.
People are in need of land. The policy that we recently
agreed on is not helping; we thought it would help in
speeding things up. The only thing that this policy does
is to prohibit the child from inheriting the land that their
late parent had applied for. Another thing that it does is
to prohibit a married person from being allocated land
that they applied for prior to the marriage. But in terms
of people being allocated some land, it has come to a
standstill. One wonders why this policy was amended
if is not going to improve the situation of the allocation
of land. If it is a well-known thing that the land board
needs a large sum of money in order to allocate lands,
why are they not given this money in order for them to
carry on with their duties?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR KESUPILE: The Honourable Member is indirectly
questioning me, therefore I will answer him. If he wants
me to answer him, he needs to ask for permission from
you to stand and ask the question. He is trying to lead
me astray and I am not going to allow that.
A Policy is amended to try and improve the current
circumstances not to create more difficulties. If that
is the case, then it needs to be looked into once again
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because it is not improving the situation. People are
now thinking of waiting before getting married so that
both man and woman acquire some land first before
commencing with marriage. Are we going to delay
people’s life plans with such a meaningless thing?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR KESUPILE: It is there. It states that because an
individual is now married, they will get to share the land
with their spouse. You cannot say it is not there because
it is.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It has not been amended
properly.
MR KESUPILE: It has not been amended properly.
Rectify this so that it gets implemented. Announce it on
radio stations so that they can come to me and inform
me that all the people who have been complaining have
now been helped. I know you will say you have rectified
this even though people are still complaining. Some
people are asking what happened to their right to own
a land.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR KESUPILE: Honourable Tsogwane, we are still
going to ask a lot of questions about poverty eradication.
Just relax; right now we are talking to Honourable
Matambo. Some amendments are useless and just
waste people’s time. We believe that when the land is
allocated, the water pipes will be installed as well to try
and improve the situation. Just to set an example, all
water pipes in Kanye are currently worn out. When the
water flows through Thamaga and Moshupa they will
find these pipes not fixed; the only pipes that are fixed
are the main ones, the ones supplying water throughout
the village are worn out and not fixed.
This means that new plots are mainly affected and it will
take years before they finally have a supply of water. It
is said that the water is available even though it does not
get to the people due to incomplete jobs.
A pipe that was said to be installed in 2014 with the
idea that it will be completed in 2018 will complete at
different times.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR KESUPILE: They say, “let us do this one and
the rest will follow after few years.” We are going to
compare the villages; we will start with the biggest
village like Kanye then we will move on to Moshupa.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: It serves you right.
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MR KESUPILE: When they vote for us in 2019 we
are going to make sure we bring developments to the
residents of Moshupa as quickly as possible because
they would not have voted the Honourable Vice
President into power but us. This is the new Government
in 2019…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR KESUPILE: We will find a position for you;
cars are available in Central Transport Organisation
(CTO). Honourable Tsogwane will be in charge of
Ipelegeng so do not worry about positions because they
are available. Do not worry about positions, they will
be there in abundance; Honourable Mabeo, you will be
an Ambassador. We will give you positions Honourable
Members.
Mr Speaker, I thank you and please let us not go to
Honourable Mokgware’s issue.
MR BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Thank you
Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Please
wait a moment Honourable Billy. Honourable Members,
as I have been instructed to conclude yesterday’s issue, I
would like to do that.
Yesterday Honourable Mokgware uttered a certain
statement; I can read one sentence which wreaked
havoc in the House. He said, “Honourable Kgathi let
me tell you, the funds which you are wasting through
corruption, and the leakages which are coming through
corruption in your Government that is the money which
can be used to service the land in Gabane. It is the money
which can be used to compensate people in GabaneMmankgodi. Do you understand what I am saying?”
It is Honourable Mokgware who said that. Honourable
Kgathi said, “We cannot leave this as is, him having said
‘the funds you are wasting as the Government,’ because
it seems you are pointing a finger at us saying we are the
ones wasting money, so we want you to withdraw those
words.” Honourable Mokgware said, “No, I did not say
that. I said funds are being wasted through corruption or
leakages, and these are the funds which could be used
to service plots in Gabane-Mmankgodi,” that is what he
said. “Those are the funds which could be used.”
Therefore the challenge we are having here is the use
of words, Honourable Mokgware said “the funds you
are wasting as the Government,” and that is where the
problem emanated from. So Honourable Kgathi was
requesting that the statement which said “the funds
that you are wasting,” should be withdrawn. When
Honourable Mokgware was supposed to withdraw he
said “no, if anything I can say the funds which are being
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wasted.” The question can be who is misusing these
funds? If at all you want to rephrase your statement,
why not say “the funds which are wasted or misused
through corruption and leakages.” I am just saying this
because we want to correct the record, right?
So Honourable Mokgware, I read a portion of what
you said, and the complaint which was put across. You
informed me that you were held up so you could not
come to me with the papers. I agreed with you that it was
fine because you had gone for a meeting, but please rise
up and rephrase your statement Honourable Member.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Mr Speaker.
Let me explain that it is indeed true that when I met you
I informed you that I was busy hence I could not find the
papers, but as busy as I was, running around and so forth
I managed to get a hold of them.
The papers are talking about corruption, the funds
which are being wasted or misused through corruption
or leakages; those funds could be utilized elsewhere.
So the funds which Honourable Kgathi is talking about,
he wanted me to point out certain things or instances
that when I talk about corruption, where is it emanating
from; and I said it is written about corruption in the
papers. I was then asked to bring the papers which
talked about corruption. So I have the papers here, one
is the Sunday Standard…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, please wait a
moment. That is not the issue at hand. We are not talking
about the issue of corruption; the issue is that of the
usage of words which said “the funds you are wasting
through corruption.” Now when you are there talking
you are saying “the funds which are being wasted due
to corruption,” those are two different statements, so
choose a good statement and discard the distasteful one.
Withdraw the wrong one and remain with the desirable
one.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Which one is not wanted
Mr Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: The one which Honourable Kgathi
was complaining about, which said, “The funds you are
wasting as the Government.” So you have to withdraw
the statement which said “the funds you are wasting”
because it is the one they are saying you are not
addressing them properly, so you should replace it with
the one which says “the funds which are being wasted as
a result of corruption.”
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: What are you saying
now? Or am I not getting you properly? Do you have a
dispute with regard to any funds being misused due to
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corruption; do you have a dispute with that? I did not
say anyone is doing it, I did not say Honourable Kgathi.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mokgware, there is
no dispute that there are some funds which are being
wasted through leakages and corruption; there is no
dispute about that. The dispute is that you are saying
some people are wasting or misusing those funds; that is
what you said yesterday.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Let me do this Mr
Speaker. The statement that I uttered is here, I did not
point a finger at anyone. That is why when you asked
me to rephrase it and I then said the funds which are
being wasted through corruption and leakages, I mean I
stood up and corrected that statement.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Mokgware, if you
want to correct that statement you have to withdraw
the previous one which is offensive. I am talking to
Honourable Mokgware and not anybody else.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Let me present my case
Mr Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Murmurs) …
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: No!
MR SPEAKER: I am listening to you Honourable
Mokgware.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: The Government has a
right to ensure that corruption and leakages do not take
place. That is what I was saying in my statement and I
was not pointing a finger at anyone in particular. I was
saying the Government.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, Order! I have
just read your statement here. Please sit down a moment
Honourable Member. I have read your statement, the
way you were debating which I said Honourable Kgathi
was complaining about saying you cannot utter such
a statement saying, “the funds you are wasting as the
Government,” so that is where you are supposed to
make a correction by withdrawing such a statement and
replacing it with an acceptable statement; so I cannot
make a correction for you, you are supposed to do that
for yourself by withdrawing and then replacing it with
a good statement.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes, we are in one accord
Honourable Speaker because I made a correction saying,
“the funds which are being wasted through corruption”,
that is the correction I am making, it is just similar to the
one I made yesterday.
MR SPEAKER: After doing so, now withdraw the
previous statement which was offensive.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Oh, I have to end by
saying I withdraw? The word I can withdraw is where I
said I am not pointing a finger at anyone, that I am not
pointing a finger at the Government.
MR SPEAKER: Wait a moment Honourable
Mokgware, you are just messing the issue at hand. You
were on the right track when you were withdrawing the
statement but now you are including another part to the
withdrawal statement that the money was lost due to
corruption. Proceed Honourable Mokgware.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR SPEAKER: Just wait, you might mess our point
here.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I hear you Mr Speaker.
We are on the same page and I agree with you and I
do believe that you have captured my point; is the
government in a position to determine if there is
corruption or not?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware...
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I withdraw that statement.
I therefore want to correct my previous statement so as
it reads thus, “most of the funds which are wasted is due
to the level of corruption is the money which we could
be using to curb corruption so that those funds could be
used to service the Gabane-Mmankgodi plots”.
MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Mokgware,
you have corrected it. Honourable Mokgware has
clarified the issue and as such it is not necessary to bring
a pile of those newspapers Honourable Member.
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, does
it mean that we are not going to say anything in this
Parliament even if we can see the amount of corrupt acts
by the government?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmolotsi, you are
one Member who always brings confusion in this House
by taking matters back. Proceed Honourable Buti Billy.
MR BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Thank you.
The reason why we are elected…

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes I withdraw.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Member, you will
proceed tomorrow.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

MOTION

MR SPEAKER: Wait. Honourable Mokgware, I had
wanted us to end on a good note looking at the fact that
we are correcting our records so we should be clear
that Honourable Mokgware is withdrawing a statement
he made yesterday. If you are not withdrawing the
statement, be clear as well but that is the procedure that
I advised on so that we correct our records. Do not be
misled by others.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I hear you and it means
that even if I could produce newspapers…

ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Thank
you Mr Speaker. I beg to move that this House do now
adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p.m. until
Thursday 16th February 2017 at 2: 00 p.m.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR SPEAKER: Proceed Honourable Mokgware. I
want us to conclude this matter before we run out of
time.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I hear you Mr Speaker
but let me just withdraw the statement even though I
have the evidence that there is just too much corruption.
I withdraw that statement but I wanted to show the
extent to which the money is wasted…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mokgware, do not
feel bad that you are doing the right thing. Please just
withdraw without making any statement thereafter, and
then correct the sentence if you have a new one, then sit
down Honourable Member.
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