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Thursday 16th February, 2017
THE ASSEMBLY met at 2:00 p.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S ANNOUNCEMENT
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Order! I am happy to announce the names of Members
elected into Inter- Parliamentary Bodies at today’s
General Assembly:
Honourable Reatile - Pan African Parliament (PAP)
Honourable Kenewendo- Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU)
Honourable Billy - Pan African Parliament
Honourable Moswaane- SADC-PF
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Do members just join
them?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, it has to be someone who
has been a Whip knowing the rules. Honourable
LelatisitsweChairperson;
Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association
Honourable
MmolotsiVice
Chairperson;
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Executive
Committee)
Honourable Makgato- Member; Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (Executive Committee)
Honourable Nkaigwa- Member; Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (Executive Committee)
Honourable
AroneMember;
Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (Executive Committee).
Thank you for your attention.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER
NUMBER OF SOLDIERS CURRENTLY
ACCOMMODATED AT BOTSWANA DEFENCE
FORCE (BDF) BARRACKS
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security to
state the number of soldiers currently accommodated:-

(i) at various Botswana Defence Force barracks;
(ii) privately and the amount of rent paid annually for
private accommodation since 2010;

(iii) on a sharing basis;
(iv) in tents and working areas; and to state the

strategy to ensure full accommodation of all
soldiers on a non-sharing basis.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, in response to Question
130 of the 15th February that is yesterday, I reminded
Honourable Members that issues pertaining to the
military are highly sensitive and some questions which
tend to seek numbers and specific locations of military
personnel often result in inadvertent disclosure of our
military deployments and thus inherently compromise
security.
I concede that, in my response to some questions
previously asked in this Honourable House, I did
disclose the number of members of the BDF living
either in shared or rented accommodation. Whilst that
was the case with regard to a particular Garrison, I am
constrained to divulge information that seeks specific
details regarding location of military personnel and
deployments as well as the number of members of the
BDF living in rented or shared accommodation. Madam
Speaker, I would like to remind this Honourable House
of the provisions of Standing Order 38.1(g). Turning to
the specific question of today;
(i) Having said that, currently 69.5 per cent of the
military personnel are accommodated at various
BDF barracks.
(ii) 5.9 per cent of our military personnel are
accommodated in privately owned accommodation
and the amount of rent paid annually to home
owners since 2010 is as follows:2010/11

–

P18, 369,013.67

2011/12

–

P26, 317,768.40

2012/13

–

P22, 137,195.02

2013/14		

–

P22, 110,981.27

2014/15

–

P26, 360,134.45

2015/16

–

P 29, 218,581.90

2016/17		

–

P 39, 092,351.30
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5.9 per cent of non-uniformed BDF employees are
accommodated and paying rent as per the Public Service
Management Directive No. 14 of 1998.
(iii) 40.3 per cent of military personnel are sharing
accommodation.

MR KESUPILE: Supplementary. I wanted to find out
from the Minister if he is aware that what he said at
the beginning of his answer is trying to prevent us from
representing soldiers. Secondly, from what you have
just told us in your response which part is confidential?

(iv) Currently there are no soldiers accommodated in
tents on permanent basis. However 7.7 per cent
of the military personnel are housed in offices,
halls and working areas which are not suitable for
accommodation.

MR KGATHI: There is nothing that prevents you from
asking questions Honourable Member. You are free to
do that, it will be my discretion as Minister of Defence,
Justice and Security to determine what information I
can disclose for public consumption. You are at liberty
to ask any question...

(v) The strategies to ensure full accommodation of all
soldiers on a non-sharing basis include:

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...

• Construction: Houses for the BDF members are
acquired through the normal procurement channels,
this includes using the procurement entities of the
BDF or Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC) as per
the Defence Council advice via the communication
of 31 August 2001. The services range from
construction, provision of project management,
leasing as well as sale of accommodation.
Through NDP 11 and Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP), we shall construct a total of six hundred and
eighty (680) accommodation units. Further, the
construction of the Ghanzi Garrison will be undertaken.
• Public Private Partnership (PPP): BDF is
considering this strategy whereby we can engage
private companies.
• Leasing: Houses are directly leased from BHC and
Government pool houses through the Department of
Housing, Ministry of Land Management, Water and
Sanitation Services. Other houses are leased from
private property developers through public tender.
• Outright Purchase: the BDF also engages in
direct purchase of privately developed housing
compounds. Through this programme, in the
current financial year, the BDF will procure fiftysix (56) developed housing units known as Masa
in Francistown. The BDF had already prior to the
liquidation of BCL, concluded an offer to procure
forty-six (46) developed housing units and thirtyseven (37) undeveloped plots at Molapo Housing
Estate in Francistown. Finally, the BDF has procured
one hundred and eight (108) housing units from
BHC at Phakalane in Gaborone. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
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MR KGATHI: Can you behave. You are the Leader of
the Opposition.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: ...(Murmurs)...
MR MMOLOTSI: Supplementary. Minister, given
the acute shortage of accommodation that you have
just indicated, do you not think housing for soldiers
should be prioritised better than the purchase of arms
and ammunitions?
MR KGATHI: Yes, you are very right Honourable
Member, but if you recall you have pushed a motion
where you were saying I should slice the Ministry of
Defence, Justice and Security budget by more than half,
hence this is strengthening my argument that, I needed
that money and I still need more so that I can provide
adequate housing for soldiers.
MR NKAIGWA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. I just want
to appreciate Honourable Minister what percentage of
your budget goes towards accommodation of soldiers.
MR KGATHI: Out of the total budget that we passed
last time, we are going to spend slightly over P2 billion
on housing and infrastructure. So, you can calculate
the percentage, about P2 billion over the P14.7 billion.
Simple arithmetic, I do not have a calculator here.
PAYING OF REMOTE AREA SERVICE
ALLOWANCE (RASA) TO PUBLIC SERVANTS
AT SEPAKO VILLAGE
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister for Presidential Affairs, Governance and
Public Administration:(i) if he is aware that public servants at Sepako Village
do not earn the Remote Area Service Allowance
(RASA);
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(ii) to state the number of Remote Area Dweller
Settlements (RADS) in the Tutume Sub-District;
and
(iii)

what has caused the delay in paying RASA
for Sepako public servants, given the fact that
Public Service Directive No. 2 of 2013 states that
Category 1 is inclusive of all RADS.

ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR KWEREPE): Thank you
Madam Speaker. I am not aware that Sepako public
servants are not earning Remote Area Allowance,
commonly known as RASA.
There are seven (7) villages classified as Remote Area
Dweller Settlements (RADS) in the Tutume Sub –
District. These are Kutamogore, Lepashe, Mmanxotae,
Tshokatshaa, Maposa, Sepako and Zoroga.
The delay in paying RASA to public servants at Sepako
in accordance with Directive 2 of 2013 is as a result of
an omission in including Sepako in the list of Remote
Area Dweller Settlements. The Directorate of Public
Service Management (DPSM) Director has issued a
directive to correct and normalise this. I thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Supplementary. Thank you Minister
for your answer. Since you were not aware of the Sepako
employees who were not receiving that RASA will you
consider backdating them on their payments as well.
MR KWEREPE: Thank you Honourable Member. I
think the details of back payment will be communicated
once each and every aspect of the discrepancies have
been put in place. I do have the directive here.
REVIEW OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE
JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security if it is the intention of Government to review
the composition of the Judicial Service Commission in
future to:(i) increase the number of members not appointed by
His Excellency the President; and
(ii) include representatives from ordinary Judges and
magistrates association, civil society, academia
and Parliament.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker the following companies
are currently contracted by the BDF to provide private
accommodation for soldiers…
MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait. Are you really
answering the right question? It is question three (3).
MR KGATHI: My apologies. Can you skip and let me
sort myself out Madam Speaker?
EXCLUSION OF MOSETSE DAM IN THE
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 11
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services:(i) if he is aware that Mosetse Dam has not been
included in the National Development Plan 11 as
promised;
(ii) when this dam will be constructed given that it is
the only one left from the National Development
Plans 9 and 10; and
(iii) what has caused the delay in this project.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, I am aware that Mosetse Dam
has not been included in the National Development Plan
11. However, I am not aware of any promise that the
dam would be included in the Plan.
Madam Speaker, although Mosetse Dam was initially
included in National Development Plan 9 and National
Development Plan 10, I cannot state with any degree of
certainty as to when it will be prioritised for construction.
Madam Speaker, in response to Question 324 of the 25th
February 2015, I did state that we are still carrying out
due diligence of how best to meet water demands of
Mosetse cluster on the basis of available sources of water
and financial resources. My Ministry is still assessing
these options. Upon completion of these assessments
we will determine the way forward. I thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Supplementary. Thank you Madam
Speaker, thank you Honourable Minister. Since there
is no any other promise in this House pertaining to the
construction of the Mosetse Dam, would you mind
Honourable Minister if you could help us the residents
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or the Nata-Gweta Constituency, to construct that dam.

MR MAJAGA: Further supplementary

MR MOIPISI: Well, I did not get the question right
from the Honourable Member. I am not too sure whether
the Honourable Member is saying can I allow the NataGweta Constituency to carry out the project.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Majaga, I had told
you that it is the last one, so I am not going back. Switch
off the microphone.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Majaga, come
again.
MR MAJAGA: Basically, that is what I am saying
Minister. This issue has been pending for so long.
MR MOIPISI: Well, on the basis of the answer that
I gave Madam Speaker, that I am saying my Ministry
is looking at evaluating various options, some of those
which we have mentioned before, I think I will be too
hesitant to say that the constituents in respect of the
Nata-Gweta should go ahead and construct their own
dam. I thank you.
MR MAJAGA: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: That is the last one.
MR MAJAGA: Thank you Madam Speaker. Is the
Minister aware that in my previous questions which I
asked before this Parliament, I was told that the only
thing which made the delay in the construction of this
dam was due to financial constraints? Today the Minister
is coming up with another answer which was not given
before in this House.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I would
not agree with the Honourable Member, because as I
have stated in my answer, the response was made on
the 25th February 2015 and that was Question 324,
and the response if I could paraphrase, was such that
indeed the Ministry was carrying out due diligence and
assessments of various options. One of the options that
was mentioned at the time was the option of connecting
from the Chobe/Zambezi pipe line that should be
connected to Pandamatenga Farms. The optimisation
study is still going on and we expect the optimisation
study to end by September of 2017. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, I said that was the last one.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, Honourable Majaga, I told
you that it is the last one.

MR MAJAGA: Are they not three Madam Speaker?
MADAM SPEAKER: No, switch off the microphone.
Honourable Majaga, that is not how things are done.
COMPANIES
CONTRACTED
BY
THE
BOTSWANA DEFENCE FORCE TO OFFER
PRIVATE ACCOMODATION FOR SOLDIERS
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and Security:-

(v)

which top five (5) companies/individuals are
currently contracted by the Botswana
Defence
Force (BDF) to offer private accommodation for
soldiers;

(vi) how much income they have received annually
since 2010 for private
soldiers; and

accommodation of

(vii) what procedure is followed to offer private
accommodation to BDF.

MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Madam Speaker,
the following Companies, are currently contracted
by the Botswana Defence Force to provide private
accommodation for soldiers;
COMPANY

NO. OF
UNITS
Botswana Housing
441
Corporation (BHC)
Universal Builders
145
Alberta Construction
60
Mr K. Ketshogileng
18
Avornberg (Pty) Ltd
18

COST
(ANNUALLY)
P11.4 Million
P4.4 Million
P2.6 Million
P766,600.00
P734,400.00

Madam Speaker, in procuring accommodation from the
private sector, the BDF follows the Public Procurement
and Asset Disposal (PPAD) Act tendering process
which entails:• Floating an Expression of Interest for individuals
and companies to show interest to provide BDF with
accommodation, the houses are categorised into
three (3) high cost, medium cost, multi-residential
and high density,
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• Compliance stage and those that have passed this
stage, proceed to the technical stage. Once they have
passed the technical stage, they are then registered
into the Database and invited for financial bidding.
Those who pass the financial stage then enter into a
three (3) year lease agreement with the BDF. Thank
you Madam Speaker.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, can you just
give us two (2) of those tenders which have been floated
pertaining to housing accommodation?
MR KGATHI: My apologies, this is a new question; I
would have to go and find out.
CONSTRUCTION OF ACCESS ROAD FROM
GAME CITY
MAJ. GEN. P. MOKGWARE (GABANEMMANKGODI): asked the Minister of Transport
and Communications when he is planning to construct
an access road from Game-City through Mokolodi,
Gabane, Tloaneng and Mmankgodi with a view to ease
the traffic from Kanye.
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MOKAILA): Madam
Speaker, the Ministry is aware of the volume of traffic
from Kanye to Gaborone hence the planned dualling of
the Kanye-Gaborone road from Mmankgodi junction
to Mogoditshane during National Development Plan
(NDP) 11. The access road to Tloaneng Kgotla will also
be tarred as part of that project. My Ministry however,
has no plans to construct an access road from Game-City
through Mokolodi, Gabane, Tloaneng and Mmankgodi.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
CONSIDERATION TO PROHIBIT
ALLOCATION OF UNSERVICED LAND AND
ACCELERATE LAND SERVING
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Land Management, Water
and Sanitation Services if he will consider prohibition
of allocation of unserviced land and accelerating land
servicing and consequently, reducing the waiting period
for land allocation.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, as of now, my Ministry will
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not consider prohibiting allocation of unserviced land.
However, as stated in the Botswana Land Policy, the
intention is that all land be serviced prior to allocation,
funds permitting. Madam Speaker, my Ministry has reintroduced an accelerated land servicing programme
that is intended to provide the requisite infrastructure in
unserviced areas and also reduce the waiting period for
land allocation.
Just to give you an example, when you construct a tarred
road on a sandy road you do not stop cars from using
that road. You allow them to use that road awaiting for
you to construct the tarred road. I thank you.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. The example
is very ridiculous to say the least. I just wanted to
understand Honourable Minister, you are saying that
in terms of the Land Policy, the intention is to service
all land prior to allocation, I just wanted to find out if
that is what you are implementing? Is it what you are
doing currently or is just wishful thinking in a policy
document?
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Honourable Member. The
example that I gave is not ridiculous; I am sure you got
the message right. To get back to your question, indeed
the policy sets the tone of the intention of Government
to service land prior to allocation. I did buttress my
point by saying funds permitting. Yes, indeed we are not
yet there but that is the plan. Thank you.
MR KEORAPETSE: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one Honourable
Keorapetse.
MR KEORAPETSE: Honourable Minister, why is
your Ministry insistent on repossession of undeveloped
property, considering the fact that unserviced land
is ipso facto, a prohibitory factor to development? I
do not know if you understood me. I am saying that
unserviced land by that very fact, it is a prohibiting
factor to development, but you are very quick to either
repossess or threaten a repossession of undeveloped
land, especially tribal land.
MR MOIPISI: I would not agree with the Honourable
Member. My Ministry is not quick to repossess land
on tribal land. When the repossession takes place,
a thorough consultation and discussion takes place.
Indeed as I have said, the idea is to service this land.
This is why I am saying my Ministry has re-introduced
the accelerated land servicing programme and it is
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exactly to curb such issues where land lies undeveloped
for a very long time.

• Some teachers are also occupying more than one
house.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Supplementary.

• We have cases of teacher sub-letting Government
housing.

MADAM SPEAKER: No, I had said it is the last one.
NUMBER OF SECONDARY SCHOOL
TEACHERS CURRENTLY ACCOMODATED BY
GOVERNMENT
MR H. G. NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH):
asked the Minister Basic Education:(i)

how many secondary school teachers are
currently accommodated by Government;

(ii)

how many in (i) are currently accommodated
on a sharing basis;

(iii) how many secondary school teachers are
currently on the waiting list for accommodation
from Government; and
(iv) to state strategies in place to provide
accommodation for all secondary school teachers
on a non-sharing basis.
MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION (DR DOW):
Thank you Madam Speaker, thank you Honourable
Member for asking that question.
(i) Madam Speaker, my Ministry has a total of
fourteen thousand, five hundred and ninety seven
(14,597) secondary school teachers and
(ii) Just nine thousand, three hundred and thirty
seven (9,337) staff houses. This means that five
thousand two, hundred and sixty (5260) teachers
are either unaccommodated or sharing. This is 37
per cent of the total number of teachers.
(iii) For all teachers to be accommodated in
Government Housing, we would need an
additional five thousand, two hundred and sixty
(5260) houses.
Madam Speaker, my Ministry continues to prioritise
teacher welfare and provide additional housing. In
2016/17, for example, an additional one hundred and
thirty (130) houses were made available to teachers.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
Notes
• I do not have accurate statistics on how many
teachers are sharing.

• We may not aspire on grounds of efficiency to have
a no sharing target.
• We are also exploring possible allowances and do
away with provision especially in developed urban
centres.
• Access to institutional housing is a privilege not a
right.
• We experience cases where teachers decline to rent
Government housing sighting that it is too expensive.
• 2016/7 houses Gerald JSS 36, Takatokwane Unified
40, Tsabong Unified 40, BHC 14.
ALLOCATION OF SELF HELP HOUSING
AGENCY PLOTS IN SOWA
MR P. MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): asked the
Minister of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services:-

(viii) if he is aware that Self Help Housing Agency plots
in Sowa Town have not been allocated to date;

(ix) what has caused the delay in allocating these plots;
and

(x) how many years was this project planned for.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Madam Speaker, I am
aware that SHHA plots in Sowa have not yet been
allocated to date.
The delay in allocation of these plots was caused by
failure to complete the land servicing project by the
initial contractor. The second contract was awarded in
2015 and was affected by litigation which has since
been resolved.
Madam Speaker, the servicing of SHHA plots in Sowa
was planned for two (2) years, the initial contract
was commissioned in 2008 and was expected to be
completed in June 2010.
The current project was awarded in January 2017 and is
expected to be completed within six (6) months. I thank
you Madam Speaker.
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MR BILLY: Supplementary. Thank you for your
answer Minister. I want to know the names of the first
contractor and the second contractor.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. The name
of the first contractor was Signon (Pty) Limited and the
second contractor was Skylack. I thank you Madam
Speaker.
MR BILLY: Supplementary. Honourable Minister,
are these companies locally based or they are foreign
owned?
MR MOIPISI: These are local companies, Madam
Speaker.

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

Minister for your answer. I wanted to ask the Minister
if these telecommunications companies charge within
the tariffs that are set by Botswana Telecommunications
Authority (BTA)?
MR MOKAILA: The Authority is actually Botswana
Communications Regulatory Authority (BOCRA). It
regulates the prices and yes, we are within what we
believe should be realised for the infrastructure that they
have. Thank you.
NUMBER OF CONCESSION AREAS LEASED
TO SAFARI COMPANIES IN CHOBE, LINYANTI
AND THE OKAVANGO DELTA

CHARGING EXORBITANT DATA AND CALL
CHARGES BY MOBILE COMPANIES

MR. M. R. SHAMUKUNI (CHOBE): asked
the Minister of Environment, Natural Resources
Conservation and Tourism to state:-

MR H. B. BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): asked
the Minister of Transport and Communications:-

(xiii) the number of concession areas leased to safari

(xi) why mobile companies (Mascom, Orange and

BTC Mobile) continue to charge exorbitant data
and call charges; and

(xii) What is being done to address this concern?
MINISTER
OF
TRANSPORT
AND
COMMUNICATIONS (MR MOKAILA) Madam
Speaker, it is a very long answer, so if you allow me I
will paraphrase it.
MADAM SPEAKER: Please paraphrase it and give
him a copy.
MR MOKAILA: The reality is; phone charges are not
expensive but what is expensive is data; the data charges
are very high. The reason advanced for this is because of
the spatial distribution of our population and therefore,
the infrastructure that goes with it to get to them.
What Government is doing is basically putting together
a broadband base around the country to try and connect
every household and business to the Government
broadband through Botswana Fibre Networks (BoFiNet)
which will bring down the charges.
Generally Madam Speaker, telephoning is disappearing
and internet services are becoming more and more
pronounced and going forward, I see that we would
be having less of telephone and more on internet
connection. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR LELATISITSWE: Supplementary. Thank you

companies in Chobe, Linyanti and the Okavango
Delta; and

(xiv) the number of these companies which are 100 per
cent citizen owned.

MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND TOURISM
(MR T. S. KHAMA): Thank you Madam Speaker,
good afternoon to you.
Madam Speaker, there are 30 concessions areas leased
to Safari Companies in Chobe, Linyanti and Okavango
Delta.
Of these 30 concessions areas, only four (4) are operated
by 100 per cent wholly owned citizen companies,
namely;
• NG 20 - Hunters Africa
• NG 24 - Eland Ecotours
• NG 25 - Ngamiland Adventure Safaris
• NG 43 - Kgori Safaris.
I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR SHAMUKUNI: Supplementary. Thank you
Honourable Minister for that answer. I know it is your
wish to have more Batswana participating in highend tourism. But looking at the sizes of some of these
concession areas, do you not think they are just too
big and maybe going forward will it not make sense
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to subdivide them just to create more space for local
participation?
MR T. S. KHAMA: Thank you Madam Speaker,
thank you Honourable Member. The land bank has now
moved from the Ministry of Land Management, Water
and Sanitation Services to our Ministry. In that we
have made a provision to subdivide large concessions
because quite rightly as you have observed, some of
these concessions, yes, they are not using the entire
concession. But interesting enough Madam Speaker, is
that when we put this to them, there was a certain degree
of reluctance. However, I must say that we prevailed
in the end, and we now have a provision to subdivide
concessions which are large or underutilised and we
shall do so. I thank you.
REVIEW OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE
JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION
MR D. L. KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE
WEST): asked the Minister of Defence, Justice and
Security if it is the intention of Government to review
the composition of the Judicial Service Commission in
future to:(iii) increase the number of members not appointed by
His Excellency the President; and
(iv) include representatives from ordinary judges and
magistrates association, civil society, academia
and Parliament.
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Madam Speaker, the
composition of the Judicial Service Commission
is regulated by Section 103 of the Constitution of
Botswana. As Government, we do not intend to review
the composition of the JSC, as we are satisfied with
the current composition and the manner in which the
commission has delivered its mandate. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE: Supplementary. Does that
mean you do not agree with legal scholars and the
Law Society, including legal practitioners who have
expressed misgivings about the composition of the JSC,
on the basis that five (5) out of six (6) members of the
JSC are all appointed by the President? Do you not think
that a broader JSC is desirable, especially to remove any
doubt about the appointment of Justices?
MR KGATHI: That is your view and the view of those
who have been looking at it but in the context of the

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

manner in which you asked me a question where you
said, “is it the intention of Government to review?” I
said no, it is not.
MR KEORAPETSE: Further supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: The last one Honourable
Keorapetse.
MR KEORAPETSE: Honourable Minister, the
debate on the appointment of Judges in terms of its
transparency and the fact that the majority of those
who participate in JSC are appointed by the President
has been raging on for years. As Government, do you
not think it is advisable to maybe seek further advice
by way of maybe appointing a commission to advise
you on removing any iota of doubt on the process of
appointment of Judges of the High Court and the Court
of Appeal?
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, JUSTICE AND
SECURITY (MR KGATHI): Well, I think as
legislators, we are here to make representation with
respect to what we need to change so that the people
we represent can follow that. So, if it is your view to
make a representation and it is very valid, understood,
argued constructively, I do not think the Government of
Botswana will be adverse to any reasonable contribution
you make.
MR KEORAPETSE: Further supplementary. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Honourable Minister, you are
saying that you are free to make representations, right
from the 9th Parliament; representations have been
made in the form of contributions to debates when
matters of justice were debated in this House. So, what
are the inadequacies in the submissions of Members
of Parliament or in what form do you prefer those
representations to be made?
MR KGATHI: In order for Parliament to correct
what Mr Kavindama called words of the bad mouth,
Parliament came up with a suggestion that, one can
have Private Members’ Bill and make representation. If
you feel strongly, pursue that route because this thing
that I said Mr Kavindama called bad mouth, where you
just talk but without something that I can reduce to a
decision that eventually goes through the corridors of
Government. Thank you.
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TABLING OF PAPER
The following paper was tabled:

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANK
ANNUAL REPORT, 2016
(Minister of Finance and Economic Development)

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL,
2017 (NO. 2 OF 2017)
Second Reading
(Resumed Debate)
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! I am informed that when
the House adjourned yesterday, Honourable Billy was
still on the floor and he was left with 29 minutes and 15
seconds.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Thank
you Madam Speaker. Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to make my comments. In the last few days
we lost three military officers of high ranks as a result
of a plane crash. As we all know, a plane crash is a very
scary thing as air travel is said to be very secure.
We have been reading the papers and learnt that this
aircraft was coming from Thebephatswa. The aircraft
that took the three skilled officers lives was scheduled
to transport his Excellency the Vice President. This is
quite scary. To avoid confusion to us as leaders, and to
make sure we have relevant answers to those that might
ask questions, it is not fitting for the Minister responsible
to come and give a statement about this accident? I think
this is important because as of now the only information
we know is one that we read from the papers.
It is a matter of national concern that a military aircraft
that was scheduled to transport the Vice President
that was in great condition and being flown by well
experienced pilots has crashed. So, it would be kind
of you if we can just get a statement as the leadership
of this country, as to what might have happened to that
aircraft that crashed in Thebephatshwa. Thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members,
I understand you point Honourable Mokgware. I will
speak to the responsible Honourable Minister.
MR BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Thank you
Madam Speaker. Let me take this opportunity to offer
my condolences to the families that lost their loved
ones…

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
MADAM SPEAKER: Let us hear what Honourable
Kgoroba has to say. I hope he is not taking us back to an
issue that I have already made a ruling on.
MR KGOROBA: Point of order. I hope I am not
taking you back too. I was thinking maybe we should
keep the Vice President in our prayers because he also
nearly lost his life… HONOURABLE MEMBERS:
…(Laughter!)…
MADAM SPEAKER: Sit down Honourable Kgoroba;
you are wasting our time. Honourable Billy, proceed.
MR BILLY: Let me take this opportunity to offer
my condolences to the families that lost their loved
ones. We need to take these kinds of issues seriously.
The deceased’s families and friends are still grieving
therefore we need to be very sensitive about how we
handle this matter especially while the investigations
are still on-going.
My second issue is regarding Honourable Matambo’s
2017/2018 budget. One point that I paid lot of attention
to was when he mentioned that he wish the private
sector to be given a measure or an open or lawful place
that they can operate. This is because employment can
be created through the private sector. The Government
cannot single-handedly create employment; the private
sector assistance is needed in this regard.
I am glad that while we are still dealing with these issues
Honourable Minister Batshu agreed to dual citizenship.
With dual citizenship, we will be considering the value
that individuals will bring to this country in order to get
its citizenship. They will be able to freely invest with the
knowledge that they will benefit from their investments.
The disappointing part about our dual citizenship is that
it differs from others; it is very restrictive. It states that
only two people benefit from it. The people who benefit
from it are the investor and a child born by a Motswana
and foreign parents. Dual citizenship needs to be
extensive. We have to benchmark with countries that
have already implemented it to see how it is benefiting
them. I understand that if it can be dangerous if is not
restrictive. Some countries are already experiencing
problems of terrorism and this is due to not paying
attention to issues of security. We need to seriously look
into it so that we benefit from it through employment
creation and gaining knowledgeable people as citizens.
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There are people with important skills who are interested
in living and being citizens of this country and I believe
that if these people are granted citizenship of this
country they will bring the knowledge that we need in
order to grow our economy.

that country ended up committing suicide. When it is
investigated why people are taking away their own
lives, other reasons which were advanced were that
people are not working, hence they cannot afford to
live decently, and they have depression resulting from
the failure to meet their interests. Therefore that is
why I was requesting that the Ministers responsible for
youth issues should see to it that they join forces and
have some form of indaba. Those from the Ministry of
Investment, Trade and Industry should join hands with
the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Sport and Culture
Development, and those issuing permits so that they
find out what is hindering the youth from creating jobs
through programmes which have been tailor made for
them to improve their economy or livelihood. If you can
observe the current situation or trend, a young person
who is enrolled for a project; they run with it for a while
then they eventually stop operating. There is a need for
evaluation to check how many projects are no longer
working. If programmes which were introduced in 2010
are not yielding good results, why should we continue
with them? Therefore I believe this is something which
can assist with growing the economy of Botswana.

Still on the issue of the private sector, I believe that
Government should try to make it easier for them to run
their businesses by simplifying the process of acquiring
permits. Our country’s way of doing things is different
from other countries in the region. Our permits are very
strict and consequently it prevents people with skills that
we could benefit from to come here. Our country is still
developing and in need of skilled people. We need to
accept that by giving more people the permits; we will
be creating employment in our country thus growing
our economy. Another problem is that of red tape; it is
very difficult to try and do business in Botswana. One
is tossed to and fro in the various offices and Ministries.
This brings about a challenge because someone who
could be interested in doing business in Botswana
might take a long time to succeed, in the meantime
using their own funds, and eventually other countries
which we are competing with might lure them because
their processes are much better than ours. I believe
we can learn something from a country like Rwanda.
When you enter Rwanda today looking for residential
permits or work permits, whatever it is that you want,
you can get it within 24 hours. In our country we still
have a challenge because when you want to embark on
a business venture, it is not easy to do it here.
The other things that I find challenging are the
stakeholders which are assisting us in fighting poverty.
Our churches or Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) are not doing much to help in the creation
of jobs. One has to love their neighbour as they love
themselves. We cannot keep having many churches
which are making a lot of money, yet not doing anything
to add value to the economy of the country. On that
note Honourable Minister, you have to liaise with the
Minister responsible for them; churches should be
encouraged to play a visible role.
The other one has to do with youth. There is one European
country whose young people commit suicide…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where?
MR BILLY: I cannot mention that country by name
because we have working relations with such countries.
Therefore the thing is most of the young people in

We have a challenge with our graduates; they finish
their studies and wind up in the streets. That alone
results in the fact that the funds which the Government
used to train them cannot be paid back to fill up the
training coffers because they are not working; there is
nowhere they can get money from to repay the bonds
or scholarship loans. I was thinking for it to be easier
or better for those intending to take early retirement,
they should be encouraged to say, “No I want to retire at
the age of 45 because we have greener pastures despite
not working.” In doing so, there would be vacancies in
which we can employ our graduates so that they would
be able to assist the Government to grow the economy
of our country.
The University of Botswana (UB) intake has currently
gone down, the reason being there are no sufficient
funds. There can only be sufficient funds if we can ensure
that graduates are employed by allowing those who are
already working to retire early. If one is working and
they are not seeing light at the end of the tunnel, they
cannot retire. They cannot retire because they would
not know what the future holds for them. If one has a
plan for their life after retirement, retirement would not
be much of a challenge. Most of the youth wish they
could find employment. I know there are programmes
which have been made for them to create jobs. If it is
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not working, why can we not think of another better
solution to fight the lack of jobs?

outside which are doing business in Botswana, there
should be a way of coercing them to engage companies
owned by Batswana so that when they go they will
leave people with experience, enrichment of skills in
our companies, the bulk of the work should be done by
sub- contracts of Batswana, which could improve the
economy of Botswana. When they work we will know
that they are going to invest all the money in Botswana.
I do believe that this is one of the things that could be
done to improve the local companies so that they create
more employment opportunities for other locals.

In my view the other thing responsible for the lack of
growth of the economy is the relationship between the
public service employees and the government. I believe
there is a big problem here. I wish a review of the
welfare of the public service employees could be done.
If I may give an example with teachers; an unhappy
teacher does not produce good results. This ‘corpse’ of
a teacher is dangerous because it is not buried at the
cemetery; it stays right here with us and gives birth to
more corpses. What should happen is that the welfare
of teachers should be improved so that they would be
able to produce good results. I believe this is something
which is easy to do.
Still on that note, I believe the salaries for the public
service employees are very low, and they are not living
the way they wish to live.
Another point is with regard to unions. The way I see it,
the relationship between unions and the Government is
not good. I think there should be means or a way to break
the bad vibes between the Government and unions. I am
taking the clarity.
MR MANGOLE: Clarification. Thank you Madam
Speaker. Thank you Honourable Member. You are
debating very well. I would like to chip in on that point
where you were saying the welfare of the public service
employees should be improved . You even reiterated that
that is a very easy thing to do. I agree with you. Right
now this is not being done; it has been a while since
the welfare has been misaligned. What do you think
could be done? Where is the easiness in the equation
of solving this issue? What can be done to rectify that
situation?
MR BILLY: Honourable Member, when we talk about
welfare we are not only talking about money. We are
also talking about accommodation; we are talking about
several things. My wish is that we could maybe involve
the private sector more to try and assist; maybe the
business of constructing houses should be given to the
private sector, they should be the ones responsible for
ensuring that teachers, public service employees and
nurses have proper accommodation. This is something
which the public service employees could appreciate
very much. Happy hearts yield good dividends.
The other one that I want to talk about is with regards
to companies. The companies which are coming from

Moving on to vocational and technical schools; brigades
and technical schools could help the situation we are in
right now. When we talk of graduate Madam Speaker,
we are talking of those graduates who have been trained
for jobs that are saturated in the market. We all know
that in Botswana, most of the much needed jobs are
vocational jobs. I therefore believe that the government
should inject more money in these vocational schools,
and their management should be improved and be made
better from the current management. Should that be
done, these could help up train people who will work
both locally, internationally and even in the first world;
that is my belief. It is evident that the government is
making extra efforts towards this but she should do
more in terms of injecting more funds into these schools
as well as improving their management so that we get
qualified graduates from our brigades. The belief was
that brigades enrol people who have failed and we have
to ensure that we erase that belief because it no longer
works. We need those people more.
Curriculum; I do believe that our curriculum should be
aligned to the demands of the economy such that we
train for the jobs that we need in terms of the skills
in the industry, which we believe could impact on
our economy because everybody who has acquired
specific skills in a particular trade is of importance to
the country. They could be trained and be sent to work
internationally and invest in the country. Everybody who
works internationally as a local, is of great importance
to the country because they could establish a business
locally and create employment opportunities for other
locals. I therefore believe that that could only happen
if we could change our curriculum and align it to the
demands of the economy.
Another issue Honourable Minister, I have realised that
a lot is happening regarding private schools and private
hospitals. Their charges are high and they are just
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robbing off Batswana. When a parent decides to take
their child to a private School they leave a gap which
the government has to fill and in turn the government
will be at a loss because she is unable to cover the costs.
I believe that the fees at private schools are high and
impoverish Batswana. I believe that the responsiblr
Minister has taken my presentation on the regulation of
charges so that they are affordable for every Motswana
to have that choice to take their children to private
schools. Those are some of the things that could assist
to boost the economy of the country.

the employer, and they demand money, and that. But
the moment one resorts to vandalism, then it means that
there is a problem, accumulated problems, and what
could be the cause for those accumulated problems?
Mismanagement! Madam Speaker; that is how far I will
go. Thank you.

The other issue is with regards to Dikgosi; Dikgosi
assist in maintaining good governance, this has been
brought about by the fact that we used to have Dikgosi
empowered to take certain decision but to date our
Dikgosi have been stripped off their powers and as such
the government takes it all, they are overwhelmed with
all issues. The government has to deal with each and
every issue presented to them. When we grew up we
knew that Dikgosi had tribal communities which they
took care of, but now things have since changed and the
government has taken that responsibility.
Another issue pertains to the strikes that we experienced
for the past two days; the University of Botswana and
Botho University strikes. The truth of the matter is that
we cannot reverse the gains we already have. When we
vandalise roads, property, we should not only look at
the immediate cause, but we should look at the long
term cause which led these students to act that manner.
I believe that somebody sat on their job somewhere and
that person should face the law and account for this strike
because they have triggered the damage in our country.
Honourable Minister, one can sabotage the government,
by not doing their job. I want investigation to be done
in order to establish the cause of the strike. Strikes can
be avoided by all possible means. We grew up knowing
that issues are better solved through consultations; we
should therefore be united, and by this unity we should
knit together the nation and I believe that these students
have not forgotten the pillar of Unity among the nation
and they did not bypass the consultation part. It therefore
means that, an officer did not do their job properly. What
were their objectives for us to end up in a situation like
this? A country which is prone to strikes does not attract
investors because they know that their property is not
safe in that particular country. We therefore have to
make sure that we avoid such strikes. I believe in a go
slow strike where people decide that they are not going
to use their hands, and they are not going to work for

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
TERTIARY
EDUCATION, RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (MR MOLAO): Thank you Madam
Speaker. I will try as much as possible to be brief in
commenting in the 2017/2018 Budget as presented by
the Minister. I want to start off by saying we understand
that budget allocation is reliant on what we have in our
coffers and the projected income.
I want to also mention that as the Government, we have
a track record of withstanding the challenges before us
like shortage of funds which has never seen us throwing
in the towel. We always ensure that the little we have is
shared by all to prevent a situation where we will have
nothing to fall back on in tough times. It is not an easy
task. It is a task which requires one to be meticulous,
that although Batswana are crying for services, we share
the little we have to ensure that all are covered though
challenges will continue to be there. That is something
we are known for as the Botswana Democratic Party
(Domkrag) Government.
The priority areas of this Budget will kick start the
National Development Plan 11 (NDP) which will run
for five (5) to six (6) years. Madam Speaker, we must
pay attention to points that indicate that we should have
a developing diversified sources of economic growth
and revenue. The Minister explains that we must look
at promoting export diversification and export growth
to accrue income and not depend on imports. That is
something that we can look into in this Budget and even
in the National Development Plan (NDP) 11 as time
goes on.
We must look at improving Information and
Communication Technology Infrastructure because
we know that investors normally inquire about the
state of Information and Communication Technology
Infrastructure if they are interested in investing …
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): Order!
Those who are reading newspapers, read Standing
Order 58.3.
MR MOLAO: These are some of the things that foreign
investors look at, to say how is the internet functioning?
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If you want to switch on a computer but it takes about
30 minutes to start, then it is a cause for concern and we
need to do something about it. I believe that the Ministry
of Transport and Communication is ready to tackle that.

and then but we are hopeful that one day, we will be
connected to the Ntimbale Dam.

All businesses even local ones need to have access
to the internet so that the youth we fund with Youth
Development Fund (YDF) and any other Motswana in
Shakawe or Mathangwane can be able to send anything
needed through the internet instead of maybe taking a
trip to Francistown. We need to invest heavily in this.
Honourable Matambo’s Budget indicates that it is one
of the priority areas and we appreciate that but we do
not want to only have it on paper, let it be done. We can
see that the infrastructure is laid out in different areas.
We must look into generating electricity, we have stated
here that we identify potential alternative sources of
electricity. It is one of the most vital things. Generating
electricity using coals is now outdated. Like it has been
explained in the Budget that now we are looking at an
alternative source of solar because we have long sunny
days in Botswana and we must open this avenue to those
who can generate electricity using solar to do so and
establish those industries in Botswana. This will assist
in the challenge of power cuts when sometimes the
machines at Morupule have broken down.
I have always mentioned here that I was fortunate enough
to go to China. There is a city there called Guangzhou
with the population of about 20 million. 90 per cent of
their electricity is solar generated but we know that they
do not have long hours of sunny days like we do. This
depends on their architecture, on top of their roofs they
install solar panels, their windows are solar panels and
their car ports are fitted with solar panels. That is how
they generate electricity. Every streetlight has its own
small solar panel.
We can do much better than these countries because
we have long sunny days while they experience rains
and cloudy days most of the time. We should look in
actually doing this and not have it on paper only.
We should come up with projects that can assist us to
have enough water and not experience the shortage we
had in the past two years when Gaborone Dam dried up.
The problem is that when Water Utilities took over,
they wanted to focus on giving Batswana portable water
from dams and they ignored boreholes which were there
and functional. When you got to Shashe West, there are
villages which experience water shortage every now

Other villages like Marapong and Semitwe where there
is shortage of water used to have boreholes from which
people had water. Maybe I should thank the Minister
Land Management, Water and Sanitation Services
that when we called him to go and address water
issues, a decision was taken that even though we have
been provided with water from elsewhere, we should
rehabilitate old boreholes on the spot. This work is on
going so that people can have enough water. We should
not focus on dams only, but we should rehabilitate
boreholes as well.
Implementation of Land Policy and Servicing
promoting land allocation; this is one way which can
curb rural-urban migration. My constituency is close to
Francistown and already villages like Mathangwane,
Chadibe, Borolong, Natale and Makobo are in the
greater Franscitown planning area. If we could improve
land servicing in these villages, people would remain
there to set up industries and create employment as there
is more space there. This is one of the things that foreign
investors look into; water, electricity, Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) and land allocation
are some of the things which can help lure foreign
investors to come and set up businesses here. Even
for us Batswana, if there is serviced land with water,
electricity, road infrastructure and ICT, when we go to
Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency (CEDA)
or banks to source funding for factories, it can be
possible and it would not be too costly. This is what
we derive from this Budget and that is what we will be
driving during the NDP 11. The main thing that I want
to keep emphasising is implementation; let us hasten
to implement land servicing as that can help create
employment for Batswana.
The other issue is strengthening the implementation
of Local Economic Development programme.
This is giving local authorities powers to carry out
developments. The reason why we experience shortage
of water in Gaborone may be due to the rate at which the
population is growing in Gaborone because of the rural
urban migration and therefore this may put pressure on
water and electricity supply as well as land. If we could
change direction and take developments to villages,
maybe we could see the numbers of people moving
to towns going down and these people may be able to

Hansard No 187

13

Thursday 16th February, 2017

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

generate employment and income to help boost even the
national budget.

we sometimes fail to do as Government is to give tax
education. We fail to give people basic information on
what tax is, how it affects their lives and what impact
it has on developments. We know that most of us here
when we submit our tax returns we do not declare our
assets fully and even when we go for shopping in South
Africa or for servicing our cars we do not declare as
well. Some will hide receipts some throw them away
not realising that they are taking revenue to another
country. We should educate our people so that they can
know the importance of tax in their lives.

The Budget indicates what our priority areas are as
indicated by the budget allocations that have been done
per ministry. The Ministry of Basic Education has been
getting a budget which some people think is too much ,
however when you are at that Ministry, you will realise
that it is just a drop, in actual fact, the Ministry needs
more than double what it has been allocated. The thing
is we should look at ministries which we believe are
the backbone of the country like Education, Health and
Wellness, Local Government, Defence and Transport
and Communication especially ICT. If they could be
allocated more funds they can cover countrywide. They
can construct roads even at the villages. When you take
the A1 road, many people wish that by now it could be
a dual carriage up to Francistown. This would reduce
accidents that are happening along this road. We know
that currently, the spaghetti road is being constructed in
Francistown and the Mmandunyane-Mathangwane road
which bypasses Francistown could also be constructed
as well as Chadibe-Borolong and Shashe Mooke-Natale
and Makobo and by doing this, we would be taking
infrastructure to those villages and those people who are
not able to get land to set up businesses in Francistown
can go to Shashe Mooke, Borolong, Mathangwane and
reduce congestion in Franscitown and create jobs there.
As the NDP 11 is implemented, those are the roads that
will be prioritised during this budget and not those alone
Madam Speaker, even the Francistown-Nata. It is very
sad to see the Franscistown-nata road in a state that is in
and it is like there is no tar at all. We should repair this
road and widen it because it would not make sense for
the Kazungula Bridge to be completed when there is no
road that leads traffic to it. If you pay attention you will
realise that some of the trucks that could go through the
country to Kazungula instead opt to use the Beitbridge
which is quite a long distance and which is not very safe
as compared to going through Botswana. It is therefore
important for the Francistown/Nata and the Francistown
bypass as well as the Mmandunyane/Mathangwane
roads to be upgraded soon so that when the bridge get
completed then the trucks could go through our country
and bring revenue into the country.
I would also like to touch on the issues of tax. The Minister
of Finance and economic development mentioned that
there is going to be a review of tax legislation, and
we already have people who are misleading others by
going about saying that tax is going be increased. What

When we talk of doing a review we are just causing
panic amongst people whilst we can just show them
that we have different taxes that we pay and so the
review would be to amend the tax legislation so that
we determine which ones to discontinue and so on. We
would be taking a holistic approach, and we should not
panic and say that the Value Added Tax (VAT) is going to
be increased whilst no one said that. The most important
issue is to educate people on what the importance of tax
is.
We read in the newspapers about business people who
evade paying tax. Those are some of the things that we
should consider during the review to ensure that we
close those gaps and we nab those who try to avoid tax
and commend Honourable Matambo that he is going
to carry out a review. He never said that he is going
to increase tax. He is going to review the legislation
and bring it here so that we look into it and see what
we can increase or decrease. These are things that we
have to talk about as leaders and to encourage people
we represent that if one is required to pay P5 tax, they
should pay it and not look at it as if money is being taken
from them. It is sometimes shocking that some of these
things are said by people in leadership positions who
have knowledge about issues of tax. I heard Members
of the opposition saying that we should increase Public
officers’ salaries by 17 per cent and I was thinking that
it is easy to say that when you are not the one who is
responsible for implementing and knowing that no one
can hold you to account for what you said. It is not like
we do not wish for the double digit increment as well,
we do but the reality on the ground does not talk to that.
The wage Bill currently stands at P20 billion and so if
you increase salaries by 17 per cent how much will it
be? We were just told that we have budget deficits. The
17 per cent will increase the wage bill by more than 3.4
per cent. It means that we could be talking…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: P3.4 billion.
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MR MOLAO: P3.4 billion. Then you hear people say
that it is easy to go and take money allocated to the
Botswana Defence Force (BDF) and say that you are
no longer going to buy military hardware but rather you
are increasing salaries. This would not be a once off
event, it would mean that even in the next budget that 17
percent should be factored in because it does not mean
that they would be earning it only in that month alone.
These are some of the things that we should be careful
about and not just say them to impress people. Even as
Members of Parliament we are not satisfied with our
salaries and if Government could increase them by 17
per cent we would be quite happy. We understand that it
is not possible and so before we say some of these things
we should remember where we are headed. No one
wants this situation where Public officers are suffering
the way they are now but we should tell them the truth
and we should promise them things that are possible, 17
per cent is just way out of the picture.

consider and try implementing. It is one initiative that
could help to lure investors and experts to our country.

I want to conclude with the issue of … (inaudible) we
continue to look into ways of creating jobs for the youth
especially because they are the ones who are mostly
affected since they cannot find jobs after graduating.
Some countries have what is called youth wage subsidy.
Perhaps we should seriously look into the youth wage
subsidy, and see if it could not assist us to motivate
employers especially in the private sector to hire youth.
That is something that we should look into so that we
can see if it cannot bring us the much needed jobs.
It is true that we must provide an enabling environment
so that the private sector can create jobs. By an enabling
environment we are talking to issues like Information and
Communications Technology (ICT), good infrastructure
for example water, taxes, roads and electricity. Those
are some of the things that would really bring an
improvement. It would also help to attract investors to
set up companies as well. There should be everything
that is needed to help run a business because at times it
takes too long to register a company and some end up
discouraged.

We should benchmark from other countries to see how
they do it. In counties like America they lure people
with specific expertise with a Green Card so that they
relocate to America. That is one thing that we can copy,
maybe we can use the fact that our country is peaceful
as an incentive to lure investors, but there are other
incentives that we can use as well.
As we will be reviewing Acts during National
Development Plan (NDP) 11, we should shop around
for the good investors and bring them here so that they
do some of our jobs. This is one of the things that we
should consider and implement, but in the mist of all
that we should not forget the issue of security. There
might not be any truth in this perception that we do not
like the foreigners but Batswana and our people from
other countries believe that we are a closed society. We
do not want people from other countries to come to our
country. We should therefore work on rectifying that
perception. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): Let me
thank you Madam Speaker. I also want to comment on
the Budget that was proposed by Honourable Matambo.
I want to believe that Honourable Matambo and his
team did all they can to prepare for this Budget.
Madam Speaker, we should start now to look for other
means that we can use to source funds that we are going
to use for the year 2017/2018. We should come up
with better plans that we are going to offer him that if
implemented they could increase our revenue. In future
when we ask for construction of roads and connection
of water we should do so knowing that we came up with
ideas of revenue generation. That is how we should start.

Just like Honourable Buti Billy earlier on mentioned
that in places like Rwanda, it is very easy to register and
operate a company. Within 24 hours you will be having
everything that you need.

Madam Speaker, firstly the reason why we are losing
money is because of Botswana Unified Revenue Service
(BURS). BURS could be generating a lot of money
but it is not because there is mismanagement at the
multinational companies and the regional companies.
Everytime when you look at their annual reports, you
will realise that they use a lot of money to pay the
consultancies, the management fees, and this money
they claim is for the permits and the networks.

I know that we are capable in Botswana. I believe that
the department responsible for the processing of visas,
residence and work permits can manage to process
them within 24 hours. This is one thing that we should

If you investigate and check with Honourable Batshu’s
ministry to see if that company ever made an application
for permits for the people who came to offer such
services at a multinational company you would find that
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they never did. This is what they do to try to withhold
the money. They declare that in Botswana they could
not afford to raise money due to the fact that we paid
for management fees, their network fees and licence
fees. They claim that the bulk of the money was spent
on those areas.

Currently the quality of service from Mascom and
Orange is disheartening. Even though I am not on that
issue yet Honourable Speaker, I will cite an example
of challenges with the Internet Service Providers,
most of them are international companies and most
multinational companies end up hiring these companies
but I believe that this is one job which if we were serious
and encouraging our children they could…

Honourable Matambo I would like to urge your ministry
to investigate these things at the Immigration office.
They should go through the companies that make
huge returns and check if they ever sub-contracted
multinational companies and applied for work permits
for them. You will find that they never did. Those are
just tactics that they use to make money. If that is the
case they end up declaring low losses that are taxed. If
we can pay attention to these details we would make a
lot of money out of taxing people. The money could be
used to develop our country in many aspects.
The other issue that I want to talk about is that you
mentioned that you have budgeted P1.74 billion for
the Department of Information and Communications
Technology (ICT). The money will be making 10.5 per
cent of the development Budget. I do not think it is a
good idea to reserve that money for ICT because the
Parliament has been giving Botswana Fibre Networks
(BoFiNet) a lot of money since its inception. The
Botswana Communications Regulatory Authority
(BOCRA) is also there but I can say we have not seen
any improvement in the bandwidth of Botswana and
internet speed. We are still going at a snail pace when it
comes to our internet and networks.
The question is why should we keep budgeting for the
people who are not showing any improvement in the
country? Maybe we should not waste our money and
accept the situation as is.
There is currently no sign of any effort that Honourable
Mokaila’s ministry is making in reaction to worries
that Batswana have. It is clear that we are starting to
have a rollout in schools and we have started to deploy
the computers there, it is therefore obvious that these
computers are going to reduce the speed that was never
there. Honourable Minister I have a lot of questions that
I am asking myself when I think about the money that
we spend in this department.
BOCRA is not monitoring the congestion in Orange,
beMobile and Mascom. In other countries such
companies are penalised and the charges are saved,
unlike here, no one is penalised. BOCRA could be
responsible for making sure that there is no congestion.

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Reatile there is
no quorum; they are ringing the bell. Thank you very
much to those of you who helped, like the Leader of
Opposition (LOO), thank you sir.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you very much as well
Honourable Maele. Let us continue.
MR REATILE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I was
still on this issue that if Botswana Communications
Regulatory Authority (BOCRA) had collected our
money through the penalties, the Government’s account
would be good. They should know that we are not
happy because things are not accordingly, when you
are attacked by criminals then you try to make a call,
there is congestion. This means that BOCRA is failing
to do its job when the network services tend to become
useless when one needs help. This is a problem that I
have noticed and if we do not take this seriously, they
will assume this is the culture and the norm. We need to
be firm on these people, they should give quality service
to Batswana.
Madam Speaker, the other issue is textile industry
which seems not to be doing so well for us. A lot of
these industries ended up shutting down and because
we did not protect them by using the buying power
which we have as Botswana. We have a textile industry
yet uniforms for Botswana Police Service, Botswana
Defence Force as well as all the other uniforms used
in our hospitals are bought from outside the country,
then we are not protecting such industries. This leads
to the closure of such industries. It is surprising that we
then start promoting African Growth and Opportunity
(AGAO). Before we speak about organizations like
AGAO Madam Speaker, we need to show support to
our textile industries, showing them the material which
our soldiers use then they can make such uniform. Then
millions will not be crossing our borders rather it will
remain in Botswana, that’s is how we will be ensuring
that we support this industry.
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Recently the newly elected President of the United States
of America said he is going to ensure that businesses are
localised and I understand this because the American
Soldiers’ uniform is manufactured in South Korea.
Therefore what he was saying is that the Force will wear
a uniform manufactured in the United States of America
rather than South Korea. We need to stand up and attend
to these issues as a country because there is no one else
who is going to come here and tell us what we should
do. We need to make decisions in this House and see
what Botswana needs.

now in Parliament there is not even one woman here of
the few women we voted.

Madam Speaker, as I conclude, we need to clarify the
issue of the P10 million which is said to be allocated
to the 57 constituencies, it seems to have brought
uncertainty in Parliament. Councilors understood this
issue because they were consulted and they are to consult
with their Village Development Committees (VDC) on
how to use this money. Madam Speaker, I think VDCs
should come up with projects for this money and they
be the project managers. My request is that even though
we acknowledge that there are challenges, Honourable
Matambo should try to improve the conditions for VDC’s
because these people are the ones who are working hard
in the villages developing this country. Their allowance
should be increased because they are doing a very
important and exceptional job. We should not just end
here with the VDC’s only, I believe that Bogosi is still
being sidelined when compared to other institutions.
Therefore we need to improve the conditions for
Dikgosi in Botswana. A village can go without a vehicle
for a year or even up to three years, something which
results in Dikgosi doing their work with heavy hearts.
Right now schools are starting to have computers, other
customary courts do not even have a computer. They
are using pens to write even though a lot of institutions
have computers and printers. Dikgosi only get to see
these things in other Departments. If we can do this we
will have reduced the pain and anger in our Dikgosi in
Botswana, we wouldl be beginning to do well for our
Dikgosi.
EXCHANGE OF SPEAKERSHIP
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of
procedure. Thank you Mr Speaker, I have two issues the
first one being that the Honourable Member of the floor
is continuously referring to you as Madam Speaker yet
he is supposed to refer to you as Mr Speaker.
Secondly Mr Speaker, we are always complaining that
we do not vote women to come to Parliament. Right

MR SPEAKER: Order! No, but the female Members
of Parliament have a meeting at 4 at the Speaker’s
Chambers, they will join us after that. On the other
one, if the Honourable Member does not see me, I do
not know why but I think he sees me now. Proceed
Honourable Reatile.
MR REATILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. A motion
must absolutely be tabled Mr Speaker, you should
wear different attires, I did not see you coming through
perhaps if Mr Speaker’s gown can be red it would really
help. Mr Speaker the issue I want to talk about is that
while we are busy discussing salaries for public servants
and Honourable Matambo is looking for funds, I will
keep repeating this issue the reason being other countries
are progressing and we are just stagnant. Let us all agree
that there are currently no funds to increase salaries but
Mr Speaker we have to cushion the lives of workers in
Botswana. I believe that it is now time for Honourable
Matambo’s Ministry to introduce the 13th cheque in
Botswana not only for government employees but for
the entire working class no matter what business one is
working in because we will be improving the economy.
13th cheque should be introduced and we could exclude
management from it because they already have so many
benefits like car allowance and paying school fees for
their children. So a decision should be made and the
Government will introduce the 13th cheque stating the
class of people it may cover. It is not even necessary to
give it to them in December in fact in other countries
they pay it at the beginning of the year, others in June,
others November. Debswana pay it in November. We
have to make sure that we cushion the daily challenges
people are facing. Those who took their television sets
to the pawn shops would be able to repay using the 13th
cheque so that their children can be like other children
and watch Muvhango.
Mr Speaker, another issue I wanted to quickly talk
about is to applaud Opposition that on all the issues they
have said, they have withdrawn their statements. These
statements Mr Speaker are that His Excellency President
Khama is going to refuse to step down. President Khama
is building bunkers leading to the State House and there
are even tunnels from the State House to the Office
of the President. They no longer say such statements,
right now they only say one thing; that 2019 you are
out. These are wonderful words because they ended up
regretting the statements they told Batswana. Batswana
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started perceiving them as people who act on emotions.
Batswana expected that if it is true this man is going to
refuse to step down…

MR REATILE: Mr Speaker, I do not know where
these angry vibes from Honourable retired General
Mokgware are coming from because I do not have clips
from Matlho-a-Phage here. If you really want them
Honourable, is it not better to adjourn this Parliament,
retrieve them from Btv and play them? You are the
only one who can make such a ruling. I maintain my
argument. First of all I am not even tarnishing your
name, I am applauding you for continuing to say that
2019 you are taking over the government you see?

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Thank
you Mr Speaker. Thank you for yielding Honourable
Member. I hear the Honourable Member alluding that
the Opposition said the President is going to refuse
to step down. I kindly request him to produce such
evidence.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is the one who said
that while he was still that side…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: He should produce it
otherwise he should withdraw.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: He is the one who said
that while he was in the Opposition.
MR SPEAKER: No, Honourable Reatile kindly
explain where they said such statements.
MR REATILE: Mr Speaker, I only talked about
refusing to step down and building tunnels leading to
the State House, if we can go to the Matlho-a –Phage
programme we are going to find a tape where Botswana
Movement for Democracy (BMD) represented by
Honourable Mangole said that on television. It is not an
issue we can say was said at a rally there is a record Mr
Speaker. So I do not know why I am asked to produce
evidence, Honourable Mokgware is also fully aware
that statements about Khama…
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Point of order. Mr
Speaker, the Honourable Member is continuing, he
is including me in an issue I know nothing about. He
should not tell me about television, he should produce
evidence that the Opposition said the President is going
to refuse to step down. He should bring evidence here,
is that clear? I was never part of that. He should exclude
me, otherwise he is imputing improper motives. He
should withdraw the statements he said about me
because I have never said that. He should also bring the
dates showing the Honourable Mangole said this and
that, that is the evidence I want.
MR SPEAKER: Order! This issue of evidence is
going to cause too much commotion. Give Honourable
Reatile a chance to explain where exactly he heard
those statements being said. If he mentions Honourable
Mangole it is okay since he is in Parliament, I will give
him a chance to explain. Relax. Honourable Reatile,
explain where you heard those statements.

MR MANGOLE: Point of order. Mr Speaker,
Honourable Mokgware’s issue is straightforward; he
says the Honourable Member should produce evidence
that someone said tunnels are going to be built from
the State House. If he alludes that Mangole said those
statements in television, he should go and get that clip
so that it can be played here. He should go and get that
evidence.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member since he
mentioned your name, have you ever said those
statements?
MR MANGOLE: Mr Speaker that is why I am saying
he should go and get that evidence because he says that
he is sure that I said tunnels leading to the State House
are going to be built. He should differentiate allegations
and facts, those are two different things. He should
bring the evidence.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)...
MR MANGOLE: No, very true because he is imputing
improper motives on me. I never said tunnels are going
to be built. Yes, he should get that evidence. I repeat
that he is not telling the truth when he says Mangole
said on television that tunnels leading to the State House
are going to be built. He should differentiate between a
person saying a statement and a person saying there are
rumours that…, those are two different statements. He
should go and get it.
MR SPEAKER: Order!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR SPEAKER: Please calm down. Honourable
Reatile!
MR REATILE: … (Inaudible) …
MR SPEAKER: I think it will be much easier if we
refrained from the idea of going to look for evidence
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because you do not manage Botswana television (BTV)
and you do not even know how long it will take you to
get that evidence. Please try and rephrase your words
in a way that is acceptable; in a way that Honourable
Mangole says he said them.

MR REATILE: Mr Speaker I do not know whether
it is the first time for someone to be so receptive to
advice like I am; maybe that is why I seem to be in the
wrong in Honourable Mangole’s eyes. Honourable
Mangole advised me well and I agree with him that he
has realised that the hearsay statements that he made
were false. They now have wishes of becoming the
next Government which is not going to happen due to
various statements made like the one about that tunnel
is being built….

MR REATILE: Thank you Honourable Speaker. I
now remember well Honourable Speaker. I am one
person that takes advice seriously. The hearsays that
Honourable Mangole said…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Mr Speaker was right to say the Honourable Member
should just say, “I withdraw my statement that that I said
about the opposition Members saying His Excellency
the President might refuse to leave office when his term
ends and that Honourable Mangole said there are some
tunnels being built.” He needs to be specific; you made
a very good and clear ruling.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Reatile you are supposed
to rectify your statement by withdrawing the statement
that you made earlier and replacing it with one that you
know for a fact. Please make that correction.
MR REATILE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I had not
phrased the statement that I said earlier correctly
therefore I withdraw it. I will rephrase it by following
the advice that Honourable Mangole gave me; I am
grateful that they no longer believe the hearsays that
Honourable Mangole talked about in the programme
of Matlho- a- Phage. They now know fully well that in
2019 Honourable Khama will not refuse to leave the
office as the President when his term ends and they are
actually having nightmaress that they will become the
new Government.
MR MANGOLE: Point of order. Mr Speaker I
understand that the Honourable Member is in a position
where he is forced to do a lot of praising in this house
but you directed him to correct his words and he needs
to do just that. He needs to stop attaching further
statements that can end up damaging our reputation; he
should just make it clear that what he said was hearsays
and stop there.
MR SPEAKER: He is still correcting his statement
Honourable Mangole and I think he was getting to the
point. You may continue Honourable Member.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you Mr Speaker. The Honourable Member said,
“we were feeling dizzy”. I do not remember feeling
dizzy due to anything that was said.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I do not remember feeling
dizzy; please withdraw that statement.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: What did you say?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Myself! Dizzy?
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes!
HONOURABLE MEMBER: saying dizzy! No!
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: You said those words
made the opposition Members dizzy. Withdraw that
statement.
MR SPEAKER: Hold on. To say someone is dizzy in
not an insult in Setswana; it simply means that they are
confused.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ‘O a tsibikela’ feeling
dizzy.
MR SPEAKER: ‘O a tsibekela’ in Sekwena. It is not
an insult; it is just a pure and straight forward Setswana.
You may continue Honourable Reatile.
MR REATILE: Thank you Honourable Speaker. There
will never be a day in my life that I would say that the
Honourable Members are dizzy; especially when they
are older than me. It does not sit well with our Setswana
culture Honourable Mokgware. You have dragged my
name in the mud and I cannot even ask you to withdraw
your words because you are not on the floor.
Honourable Speaker, let me proceed by stating that
we believe that such statements are bound to be said

Hansard No 187

19

Thursday 16th February, 2017

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

about the current Government because there is very
clear democratic governance. These issues need to be
addressed so that it is made very clear that our leader is
not a rebel; he is someone who was born in a peaceful
home and peaceful country and he is very kind at heart.
It is very clear Mr Speaker that when it is a time for a
certain political party to take over there will no court.
They are making statements like, “we are going to
imprison you,” they are not even saying, “we are taking
you to court.” This shows that when they are in power
there will no Judiciary, whoever that will be in power
will just be a dictator who will even be feared by those
that follow him. Therefore these are some of the issues
that Batswana need to be made aware of; that if it ever
happens that a certain party goes into power, the sector
that Honourable Dibotelo is in charge of will no longer
be under the governance of…..

impact on our country in the future. Nobody wants this
country to be in chaos especially with the knowledge
that they are responsible for it and it is too late to get
things to the peaceful state that used to prevail…

MR NTLHAILE: On a point of order. Mr Speaker,
Honourable Reatile have been on the right track from
the beginning and now he is beating around the bush
and we can hardly understand what he is talking about.
Please advise him to go back to talking about the budget
speech.
MR SPEAKER: I think Honourable Reatile is on the
right track; let us listen to him attentively.
MR REATILE: Thank you Honourable Speaker.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) ….
MR REATILE: … (Laughter!) … These are some of the
issues that I wanted to bring to Batswana’s attention so
that they get to understand them Mr Speaker. Sometimes
you might think you know a person until they show you
their true colours. We need to make Batswana aware
of exactly whom they are dealing with; their character
when they are happy or sad. This is because if they
never get to learn their true colours, they might believe
that they are good people. These issues certainly cannot
be pleasing to anyone because when certain issues are
said one is cheered but if one says them in holy places,
they might not be cheered and could lose their dignity
in the process. People would rather wonder if such
words were said by me; these were not my words, I do
not understand what could have been going on with
me the day I said those words. Therefore, I decided to
correct them when the Honourable Members asked me
to. Honourable Speaker my point is that, we should
be careful with the loose statements that we sometimes
make because they could potentially have a negative

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Clarification.
MR REATILE: Let me conclude honourable Member
because I am already running out of time; you should
have asked for a clarification earlier.
Mr Speaker, I believe I should yield for Honourable
Mokgware, he says he left a number of issues behind; he
wants to put them across. I thank Honourable Matambo
and his office for having come up with the Budget which
we are now looking at; Honourable Mokgware did not
pick any shortcoming from it. What he did was just to
give praises. That is a good thing Honourable Speaker
to have people like Honourable General Mokgware.
When a budget like the one which was presented by
Honourable Matambo comes, they just give accolades
to Honourable Matambo with regard to how hard he
worked. Thank you.
MR RANTUANA (RAMOTSWA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. Let me also comment on the Budget Speech
of 2017/2018 which has been presented by Honourable
Matambo. Let me thank Honourable Matambo. He is a
Minister who really listens. If you can recall the Budget
Speech of 2016, I remember him saying he wished
Honourable Gaolathe was his Assistant because on that
side, there is nobody. I believe you were listening to
how Honourable Gaolathe was advising you, having
been given an assignment by President Boko. I believe
you will consider Honourable Gaolathe’s speech; I hope
you will not side-line it, that you will pick the good
points from it because what Honourable Gaolathe did
was a good job, bringing an alternative to the Budget
which on the table of contents looks good, but when you
look inside there would be no contents
MR GUMA: On a point of correction. The point of
correction says that, Honourable Matambo does not
appoint Cabinet. There is no way he would have said
he has lost confidence in people this side. It was correct
that he may have praised Honourable Ndaba but he did
not mean to say he has lost confidence in people this
side. I want you to correct that position. He does not
appoint Cabinet, and you know that.
MR RANTUANA: Actually I was speaking in
Setswana, if you do not understand it there is no
problem. We were saying Honourable Ndaba is here.

Hansard No 187

20

Thursday 16th February, 2017

APPROPRIATION (2017/2018) BILL, 2017 (NO. 2 OF
2017) Second Reading (Resumed Debate)

His ideas are brilliant, they can help us. Because
Honourable Matambo is a Minister who listens, he will
take a few pointers from what Honourable Gaolathe
said. I believe he has already picked some because I
remember that in the past budget Honourable Gaolathe
talked about constituencies, particularly those which
are doing their best; those which have trust funds,
should be given some funds so that they would be
able to carry out administrative duties for those trusts.
They should make an income for the residents of those
constituencies. Those from the ruling party did not get it
properly, even when they came up with the P10 million
for constituencies, he did not say you should do so. Of
course it is better than nothing, this P10 million shows
that you really listened to Honourable Gaolathe when he
said constituencies should be funded. You should have
enquired what we meant when we said constituencies
should be given funds, so that we clarified. The P10
million should not just be taken and given to the Village
Development Committees (VDCs) and request them
to allocate the funds. I really commend Honourable
Matambo, he really listens. The VDCs will use this P10
million. We accept these funds, we cannot reject them,
but you should have asked for clarification so that we
clarify what we meant by constituency funding. It did
not mean we should take the P10 million and dump it
onto the VDCs…

Development Fund should be started. They listened even
if they did not implement it the way it was supposed to
be, but at least they have responded to the advice which
was coming from this side.

MR GUMA: On a point of clarification. Sir, I have
looked at the Draft Estimates, I have not seen anywhere
where it mentions allocations of the P10 million to the
VDCs.
MR RANTUANA: No, you will see it, or you should
go and enquire from the Council Secretary where you
are from, they will explain to you.
MR MANGOLE: On a point of elucidation. Thank
you for yielding Honourable Member. I just wanted to
say on this issue that you are debating very well, where
you are saying you commend the Minister for accepting
advise from Honourable Ndaba, point out that it is an
issue that…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mangole, please wait a
moment. Has Honourable Gaolathe changed his name
now? Is he now referred to as Honourable Ndaba?
MR MANGOLE: Yes, the advice which came with
Honourable Ndaba Gaolathe was built on a Motion
in the Tenth Parliament. It was brought by a Member
who was here, Odirile Motlhale saying Constituency

MR RANTUANA: Thank you Honourable Mangole.
That is the truth Honourable Member. The other advice
which was taken heed of was of breaking down the
Ministry of Education into two; for basic education and
tertiary education. Even though that is the case, that is
not enough. Other words of advice from Honourable
Gaolathe, which show that leaders should be elected,
based on ability not bootlicking; he pointed out that
if leadership is elected or selected based on merit, this
could take our country somewhere. His speech was
of high quality indeed. I read it a couple of times, and
looked deep into it.
Let me get into the Budget of 2017/2018, this is the first
one in the National Development Plan (NDP) 11, it is
also the first one for Vision of 2036. Vision 2016 said in
2016 we would all be prosperous or out of poverty. As
the first one I believe it should have been the foundation
towards 2036; this budget was supposed to be loaded,
but unfortunately the foundation of NDP 11 built on a
very thin budget. It is going to show that the building
which we want to construct, saying we want to move
away from poverty will not be a good one. You have
about six priority areas of 2017/2018 Honourable
Minister. May I quote Mr Speaker?
MR SPEAKER: You can quote.
MR RANTUANA: Page five (5), priority areas
2017/2018, “Through National Development Plan
(NDP 11) the country settled for six (6) national priority
areas for the medium term. This formed the basis for
formulating 2017/2018 Budget proposal and subsequent
Budget. The priority areas are; Development of
Diversified Sources of Economic Growth, Human
Capital Development, Social Development, Sustainable
use of Natural Resources, Consolidation of Good
Governance, the Strengthening of National Security
and Monitoring and Evaluation”. I understand, they
are six but the ones that I feel they are important are
only two, the ones you should have put more emphasis
on; Human Capital Development. Some of these points
can be mentioned but if there is no Human Capital
Development then they cannot be achieved. You cannot
diversify anything when no one knows what you are
talking about. You could have put more emphasis on
Human Capital Development. After fifty years we still
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have unemployable graduates, and this shows that you
are not doing enough and there Honourable Matambo,
you could have taken that one(Human Capital
Development) and made it a foundation of your budget.
The second one you should have focused on is that of
Monitoring and Evaluation. These two aspects are the
pillar of the budget. You can allocate billions of pula
to the Ministry of Education, Botswana Defence Force,
or any other Ministry but when there is no monitoring
and evaluation then that money may not be of use to
you. There has to be someone who can implement, then
monitor and evaluate that these projects are running.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
Clarification. Thank you for yielding. I concur with you
but it is just that our level of understanding is different.
I take it that the way these priority areas have been put,
does not necessarily mean that it is the order which they
are going to be implemented. Those are priorities of
NDP 11 which we know that we are going to carry out.
And I take it that they are all equally important.
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. Honourable
Tsogwane, they are not equal and if you were listening to
me, I said the main one is Human Capital Development.
If you are grading them as equal then you are just
trailing behind. Monitoring and evaluation does not
equal diversification. How would you diversify projects
without monitoring them? I said they are not equal,
and I did not talk of their arrangement. After 50 years
of independence and we still do not have a specialists
whom can serve this country, and had an outstanding
performance at school. In this budget Honourable
Minister…
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Clarification.
Thank you Mr Speaker. I just want to know from the
Honourable Minister that, did he just say that after 50
year of independence we do not have specialists who we
can show to the world. Why do you ridicule Honourable
Salakae, since he is a statistics specialist?
MR RANTUANA: Thank you Mr Speaker. I regret
yielding, I do not know if we could have time for
jokes while in Parliament. Mr Speaker, Human Capital
Development starts from primary school level. During
our times, we had manual work, laboratories and
mechanic rooms which were used to teach students.
After 50 years these laboratories have been turned
into classrooms. In your budget I had thought that in
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the development budget, under Education, you would
include the refurbishment of those old laboratories and fit
them with proper equipment for science and technology
for the education of students. When I look at the budget,
this item forms number 14 on the list for development
budget. How do we develop human capital if we are
still degrading the development of tertiary education?
If we still have students striking for unaccredited course
after 50 years, we are just taking this country back. Let
these courses be accredited so that our students receive
quality education. Currently, almost all the secondary
school laboratories do not have equipment yet we are
calling for Human Capital Development. This needs
seriousness from the custodians and take them through
the entire process.
If I may cite an example, after second World War II,
Japan had nothing, it was boomed by United States of
America, left with no diamonds, nothing at all, then they
(Japanese) took a stand to educate their children from
1945. Right now they are the superpowers, while we are
still learning. Where is the challenge? The challenge is
the leadership which Honourable Gaolathe talked about
earlier on that, a leader who is not skilled cannot take a
country anywhere. We should be electing a leader who
is capable, on merit and not on the basis of friendship
and we are not going anywhere if we are still being led
by friends.
I would like to move on to water Honourable Minister.
Currently we are faced with shortage of water across
the country and we are being told that there is a leakage
of old pipes. Honourable Minister, funds have been
allocated for them to repair and maintain these pipes,
but the fact that we do not have monitoring tools, this
leads to us having a backlog of projects. Owen Corning
projects created these water shortage problems. Along
the Ramotswa supply, we are losing more water due to
leakages. Honourable Matambo, as I am speaking to
you right now, there is a river by Boatle which is always
full, there is water leakage because the pipe does not
have gaskets or something. It is an excuse that is more
than three (3) years old. Water infrastructure needs to
be repaired. We have promised people that we will
provide them with clean water therefore we should do
that. Moreover, we need to ensure that this clean water
reaches them.
I just came from a meeting at the hospital, there is no
water at the hospital yet water passes right there by
Notwane. Gaborone dam is 40 per cent full, the hospital
which is just by Notwane River does not have water
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because the pipes are old and they cannot provide us with
water. Honourable Matambo, tell your Government that
monitoring and implementation are major things that
need to be undertaken. There is no use in coming here
and talking while not much gets accomplished. Even
Parliament might as well stop because we are wasting
funds by gathering here to come and talk about things
which cannot be carried out by anyone. Who is going to
do the things that we have been discussing? Who takes
responsibility that the things we are talking about right
now are going to be implemented?

Right now we are talking about Kazungula Bridge
which does not have roads, how do you build a bridge
with no road to get there? Oh for goodness sake! Let
us be serious. Kazungula Bridge was discussed when I
was still 30 years and right now I am 57, after 27 years
nothing has been done. Monitor and evaluate projects.

At Boatle Water Treatment Plant, the Minister has
been boasting that they have spent P100 million so
they will not continue because they need P12 million.
What a ridiculous answer! The Water Treatment Plant
is not working at Boatle because of late payments to
the contractors by Government. How are we going to
manage to provide people with water if we fail to finish
our projects in time? Then the Minister says, “we have
spent P100 million, that project needs P12 million to
continue”. Oh! We need better Ministers, we cannot
take such answers.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR RANTUANA: Is it going to just remain at that
stage because we need extra P12 million, what about the
P100 million we have already spent on it? It is wrong.
Let us implement the projects which we are talking
about. Monitor and evaluate so that we know where we
are going. It should not just be talk, that in no time at all
we will all be rich. You cannot all be rich while no one
is doing the job. Only the greedy get rich and others we
do not know how they get rich. Let me not go down that
road, I do not want to be asked to provide evidence.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…
MR RANTUANA: Roads; Minister, after 50 years we
do not have a straight road. We could have long finished
the Ramatlabama-Ramokgwebana road to become
highway of A1. It is very disappointing to tell people
that we have a highway in Botswana but when one
comes from Moshaneng to see this highway, they find
potholes by Boatle; it is embarrassing. What makes it
so difficult to finish Ramokgwebana-Ramatlabama A1
and proceed to Trans-Kalahari and stop being confused?
When are we going to finish A1 road which will bring
us business every day and can improve business in the
north?

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Elucidation. You are right
my colleague, it seems we share the same concerns as
Batswana. Right now there is a bridge in Mohembo
at Shakawe but there is no road going there. Potholes
from Maun going there are really bad. No vehicle can
make several trips up there. I am wondering if the plan
of building a bridge there and praising it here without
roads was well thought out. How are the developments
going to reach that area? They cannot be taken there by
the bridge but by road.
MR RANTUANA: That is correct Honourable
Mokgware. Another one is Trans-Kalahari Rail;
Minister, it looks like Trans-Kalahari Rail is not in the
National Development Plan (NDP) 11. It was there in
the NDP 9, NDP 10, now it has disappeared in the NDP
11. We have a dry port in Namibia which we believe can
create business for us but the rail is not forthcoming. We
have a dry port there situated next to Zambia dry port.
Zambia has developed theirs and its up and running but
ours is just a car park and one (1) office. It is a car park
for Japanese cars and they have a parking bay which
determines how many cars can park at a certain time.
When are we going to develop it? There is nothing
being done about the Trans-Kalahari Rail and we are
just quiet and now we want to pretend like we have
forgotten about it.
You should know that the port in Namibia is renting.
We pay Namibians more than P4 million and we are
not using it to at least get that P4 million. Where does
the P4 million come from? It means that it comes from
Government funds which could be used for something
else. This P4 million pays rent for a port that is not being
used. I do not see anywhere in the NDP 11 where we
explain how we are going to develop it and resurrect it
to become a port which can generate income.
We have a lot of things which can generate income for
us, it is only that there is no one who is able to implement
these things, we only have people who are only glad
that they are ruling. What are you ruling? We do not
know. Let us be serious. There are a number of things
which can create employment for Batswana but we have
hidden them because you want to be praised when you
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get to rural areas and hand out maize meal and diluted
drinks. If you give people a better economic status, they
will not dance for you but because you want them to
dance for you when you arrive, you do not improve their
lives. You want them to praise you by saying, “the boss
has come.” You want a situation whereby when one has
greeted you, he or she will not wash their hands because
they have shaken the hand of a Minister. Do we really
have to live like that? Are we going to realise our vision
of prosperity for all by 2036 while we still have people
who are impressed by shaking Honourable Tsogwane’s
hand?

money and buy elections. By so doing, you are stealing
from the same people who are voting for you. We will
tell them that you are buying them with the money that
you stole from them, their tax.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Like you.
MR RANTUANA: Mr Speaker, allow me to continue
with others. The economy has gone down. Minister, in
Ramotswa we are said to be the least people who do not
have money. Barclays has closed down and moved. I
am not sure if in Selebi Phikwe it has closed. You will
realise there is a problem when you find banks closing
down. Recently I was in First National Bank (FNB) and
they said, every day the close five (5) accounts. People
do not have money to save. Money rotates around the
same people. Money as a currency is supposed to flow
but if now it does not reach people, it is better for some
to close their accounts. The First National Bank (FNB)
says that they close five accounts a day; then imagine
how many they close in a month. If accounts are closed,
that leads to the bank retrenching.
I was at Barclays Bank and they also say they close
approximately three to five accounts a day. Similarly,
this leads to retrenchments. We are saying prosperity for
all by 2036 but there are a lot of disparities. The rate at
which accounts are closed signals danger.
Loans; how many people are getting loans? The response
is that they are not many because they do not qualify.
They have tendered their applications but the problem
is that they do not qualify. Their salaries do not allow
them to qualify for loans only because only a few people
have turned themselves into money-mongers. Release
the money so that we give it to the people. Let us pay
workers. Money should not be seen to be possessed by
only a few people whom we see during elections holding
P10 000 of P200 buying voters.
During the Ramotswa by-election, we even reported
someone to the police. We did not know where that
person got the money. That person had P10 000 of
P200s. What is that? You cannot steal Government`s

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …Inaudible…
MR RANTUANA: Oh…are you not ashamed! Are
you commenting? Are you saying “what case,” go to
Ramotswa Police.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …Laughter…
MR SPEAKER: Be polite to other members.
MR RANTUANA: Ministry of Health and Wellness;
Honourable Members this ministry has a problem.
Honourable Matambo, its development budget is low. If
you go to the hospital in Ramotswa, there are many cases
of diabetes and other diseases but there are no resources.
The x-ray at Police College is not working, the x-ray
at Thamaga is not working, the x-ray at Lobatse is not
working and now Ramotswa is overwhelmed. These
are simple procedures that people should do without
struggling and therefore Bamalete Lutheran Hospital is
overcrowded. Honourable Matambo, the development
budget of this ministry should be increased. Health is a
very critical aspect. We have had many sudden deaths.
You will get the statistics.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Rantuana your time is up.
MINISTER OF NATIONALITY, IMMIGRATION
AND GENDER AFFAIRS (MR BATSHU): Thank
you Mr Speaker for giving me the opportunity to air
my view as a representative of the Nkange constituency
in this Parliament. I will start by thanking Honourable
Matambo and his team for having brought us the Budget
Speech which shows that we are on the way to ensure
prosperity for all Batswana by 2036 as stated by Vision
2036.
I must remind you that a few months ago, we received
the State of the Nation Address by the President of this
country and to be precise that is last year November.
In his speech which is a continuation of the promises
of the BDP Government that were made towards 2014
General Elections when it indicated that it will address
the issue of unemployment, poverty eradication, health
and corruption.
In his State of the Nation Address Speech, the President
gave us a road map for moving Botswana forward like
we always say. This also comes after celebrating 50 years
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of independence under the wonderful leadership of the
BDP Government. We took some time to recall where
we come from; from a time when our budget was very
low and from foreign aid until now when our budget
has really grown. By celebrating our independence, we
were reminding those who did not know how far we
come from, those who only see Botswana in her current
state. It is important for people to know their roots so
that as we go forward to 2036, we know where we come
from and how we got where we are.

I should thank God for the abundant rains that we have
been receiving in our country especially as a Christian
country. I believe that these rains will assist the
Government in its quest to fight poverty and to see to it
that Batswana earn a livelihood. Our dams are full and I
believe that even the Gaborone dam which seems a bit
difficult to fill up must have surpassed the 35.8 per cent,
it was last at. The beauty of it is that we will not have
problems of water shortage to construct these projects
that we have planned for and that we are approving the
budget for. This therefore means that jobs are also going
to be created. A few Batswana will be able to get jobs
because of the budget that we are going to approve.

I am grateful that in constituting Vision 2036, the team
that was assigned engaged Batswana and asked them
how they want Botswana to be in 2036 and how we
want to get there. 2036 is 19 years from now. How do
you want Botswana to be? Batswana have answered and
it is captured in the Vision 2036 booklet.
In his speech, Honourable Matambo indicates that this
is the first year. Firstly, I must say that in November/
December, we were here passing the National
Development Plan 11, that we discussed at length in
this House taking into consideration our monetary state.
Some projects were approved and some were not and
some of us are sad that what we wished could have
been included has been left out. The main emphasis was
implementation of those which were approved to be
done during the NDP 11.
Minister, I am grateful that in your statement, you have
indicated how much will be used in this first year of
NDP 11…
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): Order! Order!
Honourable Batshu, we have lost quorum. Honourable
Whips!
…Silence…

When I focus on the Ministry of Agricultural
Development and Food Security, and mainly talking
about livestock, I should say that one can see that our
livestock is doing quite well due to these abundant rains.
The trees are green and the animals have gained weight.
What is important is to now grab the opportunities that
are there as a result of these and as a Government, there
is a way we can improve the economy through the sale
of these livestock. This is therefore why the Botswana
Meat Commission (BMC) especially since there are
rumours that …
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Batshu, please wait. I can
hear Honourable Goya and Honourable Molao talking
and yet they are behind you. Please lower your voices
Honourable Members. Proceed Honourable Batshu.
MR BATSHU: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was still
saying that there has been some rumours going around
that the Francistown abattoir is not doing well because
there is not much sale of cattle. At my constituency
and the neighbouring ones, there are a lot of cattle. The
farmers in that area are really not happy with the idea of
closing the abattoir…

MR SPEAKER: Order! Proceed Honourable Batshu.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…

MR BATSHU: Thank you Mr Speaker. I was still saying
that in his speech, Honourable Matambo informed us
that it is in this budget that we are going to begin the first
projects of our National Development Plan (NDP) 11
and also projects in our Vision 2036 so as to ensure that
by the end of the year 2036, they would be far ahead. He
also indicated that the Government has made a decision
to allocate more than what is in the coffers and that is
why he talked about a budget deficit of P2.35 billion.
Such decisions are made by a Government that has the
intention of delivering what is good for the country. That
is what I applaud him for together with his Government.

MR BATSHU: They do not want to hear anything
of the sort because they have cattle in that area. They
say that the only problem is that the BMC takes their
cattle sells them in the international markets and only
gets to pay them after 2 to 3 months and that is why
they do not want to sell to the BMC. They have now
resorted to selling cattle to the council slaughter houses
which were only designed to slaughter 6 cows but end
up slaughtering around 12. Others are saying they even
resort to selling when there is a funeral, imagine waiting
to sell your cow only when someone has died just
because the BMC fails to do things correctly. I believe
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that the Government as I know her, will listen to the
complaints of these farmers and go back to providing
money for the BMC so that it can buy their cattle and
pay them within a short period of time so that they
can pay school fees for their children. There are a lot
of cattle in that catchment area and they are of good
weight. We therefore hope that since God has provided
such good rains, the BMC will go back to days when it
used to make profits that grew our economy. Back in
the day there was profit and we used to even get money
for the contents of that slaughtered animal’s intestines
(moswang) as a way of encouraging farmers to bring
their cattle. Those are some of the things that we should
look into.
Also under the Ministry of Agricultural development
and food security, I would like to say that considering
that we have had good rains, Batswana have ploughed
and our poverty eradication programme will take off.
Batswana enjoy farming and what we should do is to
encourage them to remove weeds from the farms and
when harvesting time arrives, they should do so, save
some of the harvest so that they can be able to sell it.
The Ministry therefore has to ensure that the Botswana
Agricultural Marketing Board (BAMB) is ready to
economically equip the farmers who have been planting
during this season. They should also reserve this harvest
so that if possible we can sell to other countries. That
is one factor that could improve our economy going
forward.
If I move on to Honourable Tshekedi’s ministry, I would
say the animal population has increased and they are
growing so well. The problem is that they are scattered
all over the country. Even if this visionary Government
had planned that there be designated areas called
Wildlife Management Areas, these animals are now
moving to other areas. This has become a challenge
as these animals now destroy crops at the lands. This
then calls for us to talk to the Ministry of Wildlife and
Agriculture so that they control these animals. If need
be, we can increase the number of Wildlife Management
Areas so that when people want to see them, they could
do so in one area. I can see that Honourable Mangole is
not at ease but I believe that it is one idea that we could
support if brought here.
MR MANGOLE: On a point of clarification. I thank
you Honourable Member. I like the idea of protecting
wildlife because their number has really increased. I am
waiting to hear your solution, but do you not think it is
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high time we allow Batswananyana to hunt as a way of
decreasing these numbers?
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member we do not say
Batswananyana, we say Batswana.
MR MANGOLE: I actually meant those who have
been banned from hunting because I am aware that there
are some who like hunting. Let me make a correction
and say Batswana.
MR BATSHU: I am talking about the things that will
benefit our economy as already indicated by Honourable
Matambo that Tourism has generated a lot of money for
us. I started by pointing out that we need those animals
and if we feel that their numbers have increased we can
increase these places so that the tourists can go and see
them there. If we have acceptable ideas that we could
use to reduce the number of these animals, we could
use them.
MR GUMA: On a point of elucidation. Thank you
Honourable Minister. I think the most important thing
is that, people out there feel that we do not care about
them. They raise issues; they do not see us coming to
them at least for sharing of information and possible
solutions. I will urge you as a Minister to talk to your
colleague, so that you, me and the people out there can
come together and discuss these issues. When we talk
here and we are not on the ground to talk about these
issues and people hear us talking about these issues on
radio and the leadership is not there, it brings so much
frustration on people. I just wanted to buttress this point
that we need to communicate and we need to be there
with people.
MR BATSHU: As I have already mentioned, even
in my constituency I have received reports that these
animals are causing damage at the lands and this is why
I am standing here talking about the issue. I however
appreciate the fact that the Minister too is saying the
same thing is happening in his constituency.
I want to talk about the Ministry of Transport and say I
share the same sentiments with Honourable Matambo, I
attest to the fact that the roads are very important. We use
roads to transport goods from one area to the other; we
also use them when we travel from far away areas going
to places where we can get better services. Eventhough
we appreciate the current rainfalls, they have however
destroyed our roads. That is therefore a challenge to us
as the Government of the day; we have to see to it that
we maintain other roads and construct some. Last time
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when we were discussing the National Development
plan 11, we stated that there is need to construct roads in
Goshwe, Changate and Dagwi. It is therefore upon us to
see to it that we use the funds available to construct the
roads. I believe as the ruling party we will do all we can
to work on these projects.

Honourable Batshu speaks, they are gets disturbing him.
Can you kindly rebuke them.

In my constituency they asked why we do not have toll
gates that are there in other countries and why there is
no fuel levy. I believe those are some of the points that
we should consider. We should maybe consider having
tollgates in some designated areas as a pilot project.
This could generate income for us and we could use
that money to construct roads. There is a large number
of vehicles that pass through our country travelling
to other countries. We need these vehicles because
their contribution in the economy of our country is
huge. I believe this could work to our advantage if our
Government can do something to maintain our roads.
Honourable Molao once said something about the
Franscistown-Nata, Nata-Maun and Maun-Shakawe
road. This is a bad road and now the rain has made
it even worse. A responsible Government like the
governing Botswana Democratic Party should therefore
react to such by seeing how these roads could be fixed.
We trust that this will be done because if you are passing
places like Mathangwane, it seems like you are in a very
poor country.
There is no how we could fail to fix those roads after
running this country for the past fifty years. Even
if our economy has gone down, I appreciate that this
Government is a considerate Government. It has been
that way for the past fifty years. This is why we currently
have Doctors in this Parliament; it is all because of a
considerate Government. I trust that we shall come
up with strategies that we could use to construct these
roads.
Other countries have what is called road authorities that
is Departments which primarily focus on roads issues…
DR MMATLI: Procedure. Mr Speaker there are two
Honourable Members who are holding a side meeting
talking about factions. They are plotting yet were are
talking about serious issues here. I request that he goes
back to his seat.
MR SPEAKER: Who are those two Honourable
Members?
DR MMATLI: Honourable Reatile and Honourable
Maele. They are talking about factions and when

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Reatile, can you please
go back to your seat.
MR BATSHU: Mr Speaker, let me rush in the remaining
minutes, let me indicate that tarred roads are not the only
roads that are damaged even the ones we use in villages
are damaged, the relevant authorities and Councils will
have to act fast and assign graders to go fix these roads,
so that people are able to use them, and ensure that their
cars are safe.
In the Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development we are a developing country, we started
off with a few districts, and then came sub-districts so
that we can take services to the people. I believe there
are some that we need to start improving on time and
again. Just as there are talks in our Constituency that
Tutume should be independent. But since that one
concerns the law maybe the other things we can do that
can make a visible difference is that, there should be
somewhere where the money that goes to sub-districts
goes to straight rather than going through main-centers
or main-districts first, because this causes a delay then at
the end not all of this money is utilized in a year because
of us receiving it late.
When we talk of the economy of this country and
employment creation in our country we need to thank
organizations such as Business Botswana, formerly
known as Botswana Confederation of Commerce,
Industry and Manpower (BOCCIM). We are grateful for
their efforts of making sure that business people come to
this country. When business people are in this country,
they create employment for Batswana, therefore they
need to be encouraged. In addressing issues such as the
one on permits being a problem, I want to verify that
the grievances have arrived in the hands of Government,
they have arrived in my office, the Government knows
about them and we are waiting on them, we are hoping
to improve this situation, and allow serious business
people to enter this country and create employment for
Batswana to work. Visitors and skilled personnel should
enter our country and help us with the skills which we
are short of. An example is that a few days back I tabled
the Immigration (Amendment) Bill whose mandate
is that going forward if we will have agreed just as I
believe we will pass it as this Parliament; that a business
person who will arrive here having a lot of money which
he wants to invest with, will be able to be given what
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is called permanent residence, without having to stay
five years as is the case right now. Since the Cabinet
has agreed with that change, it shows that they have a
vision, they want to encourage valuable entrepreneurs
who can come to this country. I hope we will also pass
this Bill.
Issues of water have already been discussed and we are
grateful for the money that has been set aside to deal
with these issues. There is a problem of shortage of
water throughout the country. The country is thirsty so
is my Constituency. We are expecting that as time goes
on, the Nkange Constituency will receive water from
Ntimbale Dam, we have long been waiting for this. The
other issue is that of land allocation. Land allocation…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Batshu, wait a minute.
Honourable Tshireletso, Honourable Molao and
Honourable Goya, you are making noise. You are
making disturbing Honourable Batshu. Continue
Honourable Batshu.
MR BATSHU: We have to also stand up for issues
of land allocation, so that business people who want
to come do business here get land quickly to establish
businesses. Not only that but we also need to improve
land allocation that is specifically for our children who
want to develop themselves. So that these children may
build houses for themselves while they still have the
strength and money.
Touching on the issue of salary increment for civil
servants, we take it that the Bargaining Council will do
what it is supposed to do, meet and map a way forward.
That is why Honourable Matambo did not say anything
regarding that because he forms part of the Government
who knows that there is a law. If there is a law that says
the Bargaining Council should discuss such issues, we
need to respect such a law.
Because my time is limited when it comes to education
I want to talk about what happened at the University.
A University which when I was still a Constable I
contributed towards because of the ‘motho le motho
kgomo’ slogan which implies that everyone made
a contribution towards the establishment of this
institution. I did not have cattle but I did contribute
money. Batswana built this University for children
to learn. A few days back there was an unnecessary
commotion. The students were angered by having not
received their monthly allowances; going forward as the
Government we need to be alert to issues such as this
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one, but the students should also know that when they
have grievances, they have a Government, they have
leaders whom they can go to, as it has been the case in
this country. When things are like this they can go to
the office of the Vice-President, and say “we are hereˮ,
because the Vice-President is the one who can respond
to cases like this one. Going forward I want to remind
our children to do things according to the law. What I
know is that we have cameras which are all over the
University, hence some of them are going to get caught
and when they go for disciplinary action, some of them
will have their studies affected over unnecessary things.
Honourable Keorapetse said the students did not destroy
anything by tearing up the country’s flag because in the
United States of America that is allowed. Just know that
America and Botswana are two different countries. If
America has a certain way of handling their flag here
in Botswana let us take our flag as the face and pride of
this country and caution with one voice for this to never
happen again because maybe these students were not
knowledgeable on this. We are happy that the University
will be re-opened and the students will go back to their
studies. I suppose that they realized their mistakes. My
wish is that when we talk to these children as Batswana,
as elders concerning such issues we should guide them,
not showing them the wrong direction because that will
be proving that our leadership is lacking. I take it that
going forward these students will go back to school and
do things accordingly. As the Government leadership
we should also give an ear to our children when they
need something.
In conclusion, we are grateful Sir that your Government
has allocated P10 million towards minor developments in
Constituencies. My people in the Nkange Constituency
are thankful. They say that they are hopeful that as the
financial year starts on the 1st April, there will be a huge
difference made by this money at the end of the financial
year in 31st March 2018. I am grateful that the opposition
agrees with us but they say that we copied. What exactly
can we copy? From who?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR BATSHU: Honourable Members, let us utilise
this P10 million to develop our country. Thank you
Honourable Member.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): Thank
you Mr Speaker. I will be brief, I never debate for a
long time.
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Let me remind the Honourable Members that they
kept saying they are thankful for Rasesa residents for
voting for them. Let me remind them that they forgot
to mention the ones at Palapye and Tsabong because
they had three seats and out of three they won only
one. It is now one/ two. We have won two seats against
one. They are happy as if they took something from us
but we took two from them they only retained one, I
do not understand this happiness. Let me just remind
you Honourable Members. When we take over the
Government, you will win some but you will not win
over Rasesa. You keep celebrating but we will have
taken over the Government.

to the Councillors. In some constituencies, Members
of Parliament consult Councillors who then consult
the VDC. I request that the same should apply at our
constituencies. We should also be given the opportunity
to consult our constituencies as Members of Parliament
and be involved and consult our people about the
developments so that projects can run smoothly so that at
the end, we do not find that money has been misused…

Mr Speaker, let me thank Honourable Tshireletso. She
is one Member of Parliament who during her debate
offers good parental guidance. When we were at the
constituencies, we heard some Members of Parliament
and some Ministers talking about the P10 million and
how they consulted their Dikgosi, Councillors and
Village Development Committees (VDCs) about that
P10 million and that they agreed with their constituents
on the projects to be undertaken. People at our
constituencies were asking when we are going to brief
them about the money and we told them that we do not
know anything about the money. I hope they heard your
advice Honourable Member that it was not right. It was
not right for them to go public about the money when
you were simply discussing that in a caucus. You have
advised well Honourable Member that this Parliament
is the only one which has the right to authorise funds
not anywhere else. That is the explanation we offered
to them, I informed them that it was never discussed
in Parliament since I never miss Parliament sessions,
the P10 million has not yet been discussed it will only
be discussed in the upcoming meeting. Honourable
Matambo will present it in Parliament then we debate,
after that we shall inform you. So one of them kept
saying they saw it somewhere. The communication is
that on the 9th January we will be given Draft Estimates
but others have been talking about this money before
Christmas. So, they cannot claim that they have seen the
communication somewhere. Thank you Honourable for
clarifying that, our constituents will also see.

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.

I think it should be distributed fairly and not disadvantage
our areas of opposition and lead to us being excluded
from the consultations. The most important thing is
consultation. I realised that in some constituencies more
especially ours you will hear about the money from
VDC members who after consultations then give letters

HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of clarify.
DR MMATLI: Mr Speaker when Honourable Matambo
presented the Budget Speech, he explained that National
Development Plan (NDP) 11…

MR SPEAKER: No Honourable…
DR MMATLI: He explained that NDP11…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Billy, no, that is not
possible.
DR MMATLI: It identified development challenges.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable, wait let me assist you.
DR MMATLI: They did not stop…
MR SPEAKER: No Honourable Billy. Standing Order
53.2 does not allow you to do that. Honourable Mmatli
proceed.
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker. He explained
that NDP 11 identified development challenges which
can address…
MR BILLY: Clarification. Thank you Honourable
Member. I would like to understand if the Honourable
Member was absent when His Excellency the President
during the State of the Nation Address said there are
going to be community projects?
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker. No Honourable,
the President has not presented the Budget in Parliament
as I am saying, if there is P10 million, it will be presented
by Honourable…(interruption)…the President has not
presented the Budget, he was making suggestions which
will be implemented through this Budget.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): Point of order. Yes Honourable.
There is something I have been pondering on; when I
debated I never said we held caucuses.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MS TSHIRELETSO: No, I only talked about the P10
million, I never said there was a caucus. I was even happy
about and it and said this will be the first time Batswana
do this and said it will be presented in Honourable
Matambo’s current budget. I never said anything about a
caucus, you can even bring the Hansard. Where exactly
will we be holding these private consultations? Thank
you Honourable. I just wanted to clarify.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli, do not accuse the
Honourable Member of things she did not say.
DR MMATLI: It means I was wrong. I withdraw. Let
me correct it, if the Government are in a caucus or are
somewhere talking privately that does not count as
Parliament decision it therefore means the Honourable
Members were given permission to talk about that
money. It was nothing but a private conversation. That
was not said by Honourable Tshireletso, I am saying it
as a caution.
He talked about the existing challenges of
unemployment, income inequality and poverty. What
worries me is that the Honourable Member did not talk
about the gap between the rich and poor and how it is
going to be addressed in this budget because we know
that Botswana is one of the countries which have that
huge gap. What is it going to be done about the gap
between the haves and the have-nots? The gap between
the poor and rich, how is it going to be closed? He did
not explain.
Another issue he spoke about is unemployment, which
we all know is very high that is why you see Batswana,
both young and old working at Ipelegeng not out of
choice but mainly because there are no jobs. The main
thing is that it seems like the Government has no plan
to address this, create jobs for Batswana. I clearly heard
the Minister say it is not the Government’s duty to
create jobs, the Government only creates a conducive
environment. So that is how the Government relieves
herself from responsibility because the Botswana
Democratic Party 2014 manifesto promised to create
jobs.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmatli, wait. Point of
order by Honourable Lelatisitswe.
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of order. Honourable
Dr Mmatli is on the floor and talking about the budget
speech by Honourable Matambo that is right in front of
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him; he should show us where in the speech it says it is
not the duty of the Government to create employment.
MR SPEAKER: That is a point of clarification because
you are asking him to point out where he was reading
from.
DR MMATLI: You are supposed to read for yourself.
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
DR MMATLI: Mr Speaker, thank you. The BDP
Manifesto talked about creating employment and that
is how they got to win the elections. There were talks
about the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) in
this house; it was said that a lot of jobs will be created
through this programme. It is now surprising that you
are saying that it is not the duty of the Government to
create employment after saying that employment will be
created through the programme of ESP.
The National Development Plan (NDP) 11 theme, if I
could quote Mr Speaker…
MR LELATISITSWE: On a point of order. The
Honourable Member is still continuing with his
statement that it is not the Government’s duty to create
employment. He should point out where he read that in
the budget speech or else he should withdraw what he is
saying because he is still saying the same thing. There
is no such statement in the speech; please help us Mr
Speaker. He continues to say such kind of things and we
all know that the Government has programmes like that of
Livestock Management and Infrastructure Development
(LIMID), Citizen Entrepreneurial Development Agency
(CEDA), Economic Diversification Development
(EDD) and that of Gender, that are responsible for
creation of employment. There are loads of them it is
just that I do not want to talk about the public service.
They are included in this Budget. Therefore I think the
Honourable Member should tell us his source or else
withdraw his words.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member I said if you
have something that you want to correct while he is on
the floor debating, you should just do so. You should not
stand on a point of order because there is no misconduct
on what he has just said. He might have had a slip of the
tongue but because you are debating, therefore you are
allowed to correct him. You may continue Honourable
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker. Let me quote
the NDP 11 theme, “Inclusive Growth for Realisation
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of Employment Creation and Poverty Eradication”. It
is shocking to now hear the Government saying it is not
her duty to create employment for Batswana while it
was a promise that she made. You talked about creating
a conducive environment so that investors can come
to Botswana; let us know how you are planning to do
this. Who are the private investors? Are Batswana in
a position to invest at the moment? You cannot even
answer that question. You are not talking about the
Government’s plan in trying to create employment.
Let us take Molepolole for instance, how are investors
going to go to Molepolole? How are they going to invest
in Molepolole while there is nowhere to invest; there are
no roads, sewerage system or even storm water drainage
system. Maybe you have forgotten about other areas
when you talked about a conducive environment. That
is not going to help in an immense way.

about property rates Honourable Minister as well as
that…

The Honourable Minister has pointed out that he has
realised there is a lot of rural-urban migration due to
people seeking employment. You have not shown us
how you are planning to try and stop this trend. People
are leaving their villages to come to towns and as a
Government, I think you might have an idea why this
is the case.
MR LELATISITSWE: On point of order. Thank you
Mr Speaker. Even though I cannot produce evidence, I
am quite sure that there is a road that goes to Molepolole.
I do not know why the Honourable Member is denying
this. He should maybe explain to us why he is saying
there are no roads.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Lelatisitswe, you are not
using your point of order appropriately. I will like you to
read Standing Order 53. It will explain to you when and
how you can use a point of order .Do not use it like that.
Honourable Mmatli, you may continue with the debate.
DR MMATLI: Thank you Mr Speaker. I hope you
will throw him out if he does that again. Mr Speaker,
I wanted to point out that even though the Government
might be well aware of what the problem is, she clearly
does not have a solution.
Another point that he talked about is that of diversifying
sources of revenue. I think this one is going to cause
problems for Batswana Mr Speaker. I do not want to
agree with the Honourable Member that said that we
going around scaring Batswana by telling them that the
Government is planning to increase tax. It is quite clear
that the tax payments are going to go up. When you talk

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of
order. Thank you Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, this House
is out of order. Earlier on Honourable Lelatisitswe
kept trying to draw your attention to the fact that Dr
Mmatli is misleading this House. He said Honourable
Matambo indicated that, Government is abdicating
her responsibility. Mr Speaker, at Paragraph 20 of the
Budget Speech, Honourable Matambo said, I quote,
“With regard to employment creation, it is important
to clarify that the principal role of Government is not
to create jobs directly, but to provide a conducive
macroeconomic environment to facilitate the
development of the private sector”. I will like to plead
with the Honourable Member to stop misleading this
House and I agree with Honourable Lelatisitswe that
he must withdraw because he is imputing improper
motives on Honourable Matambo.
Secondly Mr Speaker, he is also misleading this House
when he talks about the ESP. During the State of the
Nation Address, His Excellency at Paragraph 15 of the
State of the Nation Address said, “Madam Speaker, as
of September 2016, the total number of Batswana who
have been employed through ESP stood at 18 867, of
whom 8 780 or 46 per cent were youth”. The Honourable
Member has been misleading this house therefore you
must ask him to withdraw it Mr Speaker. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Order! That is not the procedure
Honourable Member. I have told you that you are
debating. If there is anything that someone said that you
do not agree with or that you feel you need to correct,
you have to ask to ask for clarification and correct it.
You are not supposed to use point of order. If you do
so, if the other Member makes a mistake or messes up
the numbers deliberately; you are politicians by the
way, so I would not know whether it is an error or a
deliberate thing. Honourable Matambo is there; he will
respond to such issues at the end and give the nation
information which needs to reach them. I do not want to
keep interjecting you telling you what to say and what
to withdraw and so forth. You will end up not enjoying
your debate.
DR MMATLI (MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH): What is
making you uncomfortable Honourable Members? I
was still explaining that Honourable Matambo said it
is not the duty of the Government to create a conducive
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environment. You are saying I should say what? I also
said the Economic Stimulus Programme (ESP) was
meant to create employment, it is now a disaster. That
is what is said, now what are you saying Honourable
Member? That is what I was saying Mr Speaker.
I was not talking about diversification of sources of
revenue, and I was saying yes it is indeed true when we
say the Government is going to put the burden of tax
on Batswana. It is our duty as Members of Parliament
here to protect Batswana. We are not disputing the fact
that the Government is surviving on tax, but when we
see that tax is going to be too steep for Batswana, we
have to speak out as Members of Parliament and say
that is going to be a bit heavy for Batswana because if
the Government is poor, and people are not employed,
and tax is going to be added to the old age pension, from
Ipelegeng or even the student allowances which you are
refusing with; we have to advice you. That is what I am
saying here that when you talk about property tax, you
are talking about a tax which goes to Batswana; it is not
going to the Government.
What bothers me is that the Government has already
developed regulations and they are intending to do the
property tax in this year 2017. I am wondering about the
speed at which this is happening. I am comparing this
to when the Government wants to make developments
for Batswana, it can take a while Batswana having
been promised certain developments, but when they
implement tax they just state that we are going to
implement it this year by April. This is not good Mr
Speaker.
I am requesting the Government to wait a moment with
regard to the issue of Value Added Tax (VAT), adding
VAT to the things which previously had no VAT. I am
requesting the Government to wait a moment; Batswana
are already plagued by poverty. Please wait a moment
concerning VAT. I would understand if you were saying
VAT is going to be excluded from certain essential food
commodities; for others it should be increased, but
water should be exempted. Not to say VAT is going to be
added and some of the things which were not even part
of it would also be included. It is my duty as a Member
of Parliament to advise the Government and say that
will be wrong, that is my view.
The Government is also saying they are going to
reconsider overtimes. I would like to advise the
Government or the Minister that employees of this
country work whole heartedly not considering the
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overtime. Teachers take their work home and do it
without considering overtime. Honourable Minister,
you should be talking about improving the conditions
of service of employees so that they can improve
service delivery; then the Government would not spend
a lot as a result of unmotivated workers who have no
accommodation or no transport. Let us take police
officers for example. They would like to work but when
you report a case and there is no transport right here,
and now you say I will improve service delivery; this is
where I am saying the Government has to chip in and try
to improve the conditions of service of the employees.
The levels of education have gone down at an alarming
rate. In Molepolole the highest passing rate is 44.7
percent at a Junior Secondary School. Dutlwe performed
better than it where I think only 10 students sat for the
examination, am I right Honourable Member? This is a
very sad situation.
When you come to Primary Schools, you will find
out that there are no books; students sit in classrooms
without books or photocopying machines. There would
be nothing but the teachers are expected to improve the
education situation. This is a problem.
Right now as we speak Mr Speaker, in tertiary schools
we are facing a challenge; students have gone on
strikes due to the issue we are aware of regarding
lack of payment of allowances. Most of them have
been suspended from schools. When you enter into an
agreement with a student saying you are giving them a
loan to go to school, there is that anticipation and hope
that their allowances will be credited on time; if they are
not paid on time there has to be an explanation. People
are not supposed to…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Correction.
DR MMATLI: No, I got it Honourable Member; I just
wanted to ask you whether they were ten or not, I did
not say they were ten.
These are loans which they are supposed to be paid, and
that should be done well in time. I think the Minister
responsible should consider the role of the Students
Representative Council (SRC). It seems every time
there are disruptions in schools, the SRC is victimised.
The SRC is responsible for the students, and when it
organises students as we know it is their duty, you were
also at university, you used to be engaged in strikes; if
the SRC is going to be victmised all the time, it means
you no longer recognise their role. Honourable Minister,
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I want you to look deep into this thing, you should know
that it is the duty of the SRC to order and guide the
student community and ensure that they are protected.

storm water drainage should be in place because the
water would not reach those places. Considering the
size of Molepolole, those business people who own
those shops, as the water keeps reaching them, some of
them will close their businesses and leave and what we
intended to do, luring investors to our area, in Mokwena
we would end up being at a disadvantage.

We have talked a lot about water in our constituencies.
There is shortage of water in the whole country, but
people are lamenting that even though that is the case,
water bills are still high. They are paying large amounts
of money and eventually their taps are disconnected if
they fail to settle the bills yet water would not be coming
out. I think we should listen to some of them when they
talk because they were saying, “at least why do you not
take these meters and put them away, when the water
comes back that is when you will reconnect them.”
Honourable Minister I think you should look deeper
into these things and see what can be done.
The Minister has pointed out that they are going to
protect land owner’s rights. How are you going to
protect rights of the land owners Honourable Minister
when you are taking land away from people in the
villages; in the peripheries of larger villages, and expect
it to be developed when you give them small monies
which they cannot use for anything. Others have built
houses in their lands, and they end up not affording to
buy land anywhere else with those menial amounts of
monies.

Mr Speaker, I would like to talk about the sewerage
system…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mmatli, whilst
you are still on that point, let us stop. You will continue
on Monday to wind up your point Honourable Member.
MOTION
ADJOURNMENT
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, by the authority vested in me by Parliament of
being the Leader of the House, I humbly move that this
House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 6:00 p. m. until
Friday 17th February, 2017 at 9:00 a. m.

They are not given land. They then submit applications;
they join the queue from behind and end up being
landless. Therefore I was thinking the Government
should look at this issue closely to protect the land
rights of Batswana; when land is taken away from them,
consider carefully where you are going to place this
particular Motswana. If land which they were residing
in is taken away from them because they had not applied
for land somewhere else; when you take that land from
them, allocate their children as well that is when you
can give other people in waiting. A person should not
just watch people being allocated plots in their piece of
land when they have no land; just watching from the
sidelines as a poor person. I believe that is how things
should be done Mr Speaker.
Molepolole is attacked by floods as you have seen, but I
believe these floods are done deliberately because people
would just see water flowing from somewhere, coming
from outside Molepolole; it would not even be raining
in Molepolole. The water would just flow and enter into
the shops and flood them. It shows that in Molepolole
we need a storm water drainage system because where
the water will be flowing from, it is necessary that the
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