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THE ASSEMBLY met at 9:00 a.m.
(THE SPEAKER in the Chair)
PRAY E R S
****

SPEAKER’S REMARKS
MADAM SPEAKER (MS KOKORWE): It is so
colourful in the House. You are looking good, you and
Honourable Kesupile. We have very important guests up
in the gallery, students and teachers from Saint Mary’s
Primary School in Tlokweng. They are most welcome.
Honourable Members we have two Ministers’ questions
and therefore they will share the 45 minutes. The first
one is by Honourable Nkaigwa. I have requested that if
Members know that they have questions, they should try
by all means to come early , atleast for that day.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY
THEME: PROGRESS ON THE DOING
BUSINESS REFORMS IMPLEMENTATION IN
BOTSWANA
MS B. J. KENEWENDO (SPECIALLY ELECTED):
Thank you Madam Speaker. I refer to my question on the
progress on the doing business reforms implementation
in Botswana. This is following Cabinet passing reforms
in 2013 and 2014, that were to see an ease of doing
business in the country. I however continue to note that
Botswana’s performance in the doing business rankings
has not improved. Instead in the last year it has dropped
by one point.
One of the key issues here being the indicator of
starting a business in Botswana, there we are still
ranked above a 150. This is concerning because it is
only out of a 190. It shows that the procedures that are
needed to start a business in Botswana are many and
they are cumbersome and the time associated with this
is quite taxing. I think this is a big problem, because
this is where the birth of our Small, Medium and Micro
Enterprises (SMMEs) starts. This is where the birth of
a vibrant private sector starts and we need to be in line
with international reforms and international standards
looking at how other countries are reforming and how
other countries are performing when it comes to starting
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a business. This is the main hiccup point for me, starting
a business in Botswana, especially because in the end
the hiccups and deterrents are faced by young people
and those that are trying to employ below 30. Like I
said, this is the main problem.
However, I saw that we have improved when it comes to
registering a name and this has gone down. I just would
like the Minister to brief us on how far they have gone
in ensuring that Companies and Intellectual Property
Authority (CIPA) takes care of all the issues related
to starting a business in Botswana and those that were
administrative and were supposed to have been dealt
with within a timeframe of a year, that was by the end of
2015 and the progress that has been made in relation to
those that are legal and needed more time to a timeframe
of twenty –four (24) months, since Cabinet approved
those reforms. I will stop there. Thank you Madam
Speaker.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF INVESTMENT,
TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MR G. B. BUTALE):
Thank you Madam Speaker. The Doing Business
Reforms Roadmap was approved in December 2014.
The Roadmap identified and approved 49 reforms, many
of which required changes in the different legislation/or
Acts to facilitate their implementation. We have made
some progress in areas that did not require any changes
in the Acts. Out of the 49 approved reform areas, the
following are some of the reforms which have been
completed:
(i) Separation of rates clearance from construction
permitting processes since December 2015;
(ii) Development of a Public Service Hall in
Molepolole as a pilot project;
(iii) Development of an online Customs Management
System which has replaced Automated System for
Customs Data (ASYCUDA) system. This system
has paved way for the establishment of the Single
Electronic Window;
(iv) Online application and issuance of tax clearance
certificates;
(v) Introduction of electronic filing and payment
platforms for tax;
(vi) The E-Communications and Transactions Act and
Regulations which commenced on 1st April 2016;
(vii) Gaborone City Council has outsourced inspections
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for commercial property such that they inspect
the setting out/trenches and does the final/last
inspection;
(viii) The Electronic Evidence Act which commenced
on 1st May, 2016;
(ix) Development of the service standards and close
monitoring of customs brokers by the Botswana
Unified Revenue Services (BURS);
(x) ICT System interface between Botswana Unified
Revenue Services and Companies and Intellectual
Property Authority(CIPA); and
(xi) Development of service standards by Deeds
Registry for property transfer and business
registration by CIPA.
Furthermore, out of these approved reforms, there were
those that Government felt they had to be maintained
as is, such as the frequency of tax payment as well as
the sealing-off of goods at the premises of the exporter,
rather than at the border posts.
Madam Speaker, I would like to indicate that the
majority of the reforms are on-going at different stages,
most of which are legislative in nature and they have
taken more than the anticipated completion time.
The Honourable Member was talking about the time
it takes to register a business or a business name. We
are working flat-out Madam Speaker to amend the
Companies Act and the Companies Re-registration Act
and also to amend the Registration of Business Names
Act.
Coming to the Companies Re-Registration Bill
instructions were received from client on the 30th June,
2016 and a Draft has been sent for the second level of
vetting on the 5th December, 2016.
The file was subsequently received from second level
vetting on the 10th February this year and a Draft Bill
has been sent to the client on the 14th February, 2017
whilst for the Registration of Business Names Bill,
instructions were received on the 13th June 2016; a Draft
sent for final vetting on the 13th February, 2017, for
which vetting is ongoing.
For the Companies Amendment Bill, the Draft of the
Bill has been sent to the client on the 6th of February
2017. It should be noted that some of these reforms are
interrelated and as such, their delays have implications

2
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on the progress of other reforms. For example, the delay
in the amendment of the Companies Act, the Companies
Re-registration Act and Amendment of the Registration
of Business Names Act has delayed the development
of the Online Business Registration System which was
anticipated to be completed by April 2017.
Madam Speaker, in conclusion, I would like to emphasise
that, in order to move with pace in the implementation
of the reforms, there is need for Government and the
Legislator to prioritise the implementation of the
e-Government initiative and doing business legislation.
We are therefore exploring measures which may assist
in accelerating implementation of the doing business
reforms roadmap which include amongst others,
outsourcing the drafting of legislation, prioritising
business related laws during Parliamentary Sessions as
is the case with other comparator economies which are
doing well in the Doing Business rankings. I thank you
Madam Speaker.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Madam Speaker, and
thank you Honourable Minister. I have a few followup questions. I did not particularly understand if the
integration of the systems at Botswana Unified Revenue
Service (BURS) and Companies and Intellectual
Property Authority (CIPA), mean that you can now
just obtain your Tax Identification Number (TIN) at
CIPA? Have we managed to synchronise those two (2)
systems? As part of the roadmap in 2014, it was said
that we would see harmonisation of licensing. Has that
happened? Have we managed to reduce the number of
days associated with getting a trade or industrial license?
The last question; trading across borders, why is it
harder to export the number of documents needed, and
the procedures and the cost associated with exporting is
higher than the cost associated with importing. I thank
you.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker.
The first one on the TIN number, I believe that the TIN
number is still being done by BURS and has not been
moved to CIPA. The synchronisation of the two (2) in
my view, would not necessarily mean that CIPA issues
these TIN numbers because if it is computerised, it can
still be done by BURS but have the certificate sent to
CIPA at the time of registration.
Secondly Madam Speaker, the harmonisation of licenses;
we are currently seized with the issue of whether or not
we should scrap licensing altogether so that business
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people can just go ahead and do the trade as and when
they wish, whilst maybe our duty would be just to make
sure that they comply with health regulations and other
regulations, but…
MINISTER OF INVESTMENT, TRADE AND
INDUSTRY (MR SERETSE): Elucidation.
MADAM SPEAKER: Are you done Honourable
Minister?
MR SERETSE: I said elucidation.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, there is no time for
elucidation.
MR SERETSE: Okay, yes supplementary.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, let your assistant give a
response, you gave him to answer so allow him to do
that. Honourable Minister, proceed.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Yes, Madam Speaker. We are
still grappling with that conundrum and once we have
touched base with all the stakeholders, we should be
able to come to Parliament and inform it on what way
forward we thought to be the best.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

know what you are doing about licensing because this
regulation has been identified by observers as more or
less a hidden tax in terms of the extent to which it costs
those who would try to do business; regulation and
bureaucratic red tape. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, I would not know
what percentage of reforms the Government has already
done, but that one again, I can give you the percentage
before Friday next week, hopefully by Monday.
Slow internet; yes, it is a concern but those in the know
in the Information and Communications Technology
(ICT) sector, state that the infrastructure is there to have
high speed internet in all of our facilities; hotels, lodges
and everywhere. The problem is that having a faster
internet… if you could take an example of the hotels
and the lodges, it is cheaper for them to get a slower
internet as opposed to a faster one and therefore, they
will take the bottom of the range and wherever they are
connecting their internet. That has got nothing to do with
the internet infrastructure provided by Government.
What can be done perhaps is to scrap the slower internet
and force everybody to go high speed which would be a
higher cost anyway to the end-user.

On the issue of export procedures being more expensive
and more time consuming than import procedures,
Madam Speaker, I would have thought that it would be
the other way round and I am totally shocked that it is
more time consuming to export than it is to import. With
that, let me take that as homework to go and find out if
indeed it takes more time to export than it is to import
and I will get back to the Honourable Member with
whether or not she is correct in the coming week before
Friday, definitely. Thank you Madam Speaker.

On the regulations; export licences being a form of
hidden tax, I am bit lost there, totally lost. I do not know
how export licences and regulations can be a form of
tax. Maybe you need to explain further Honourable
Member. I agree with you that the red tape in whatever
form it is and wherever it is, is undesirable and I think
that is why we have these 49 reforms that we are
currently undertaking precisely for that reason to reduce
all the red tapes Madam Speaker. I thank you.

MR KEORAPETSE: Thank you Madam Speaker,
thank you Minister. I just wanted to understand how
much percentage of the 49 reforms have you made
progress? In other words, you said 49, so I just want to
know out of the 49, how many have you made progress
on? You mentioned as one of the reforms what I could
summarise as e-governance or e-government, whichever
you prefer it, how are you dealing with impediments of
digital divide; the issue of very slow internet which is
due to poor infrastructure? The reason I mention it is
because it is so costly to do business because internet is
expensive in our country to a point where it has become
a prohibitory factor.

MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you very much
Madam Speaker, thank you very much Minister.
Minister, I hear very well that you did identify 49
reforms which are supposed to be done. Did you have
an implementation strategy, did you actually rate or
categorise all these reforms to say ‘urgent,’ ‘not urgent’
something like that so that we can say which one you can
start doing in order to achieve the internet objectives?
Did you have a timeframe to say when these reforms
should be in place?

The last quick question relates to regulation; are you
touching on it regarding exports? I just wanted to

MR G. B. BUTALE: Madam Speaker, we have Botswana
Doing Business Reforms roadmap and implementation
plan. It is a document that the Government has come
up with, with the help of the World Bank and it has got
all those things that the Honourable Member is asking
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about. The only problem is that some of the reforms
need changes in legislation and as I said before, I do not
know whether the Honourable Member was here or he
came late, but we need you as Parliament, to give these
business related laws priority over all other Bills as...
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Elucidation.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Let me finish my sentence, as we
need to give priority to this Act as a …
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible)…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: No, I am elucidating.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Madam Speaker,
thank you Minister.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MADAM SPEAKER: There is no procedure
Honourable Member, if you give your deputy you have
to allow him to respond. There are no elucidations.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Honourable Speaker,
you do not know what procedure I am raising.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of procedure. Thank you
Madam Speaker. I rise on a point of procedure, is
there anything wrong in elucidating when a Minister is
standing on the floor in terms of our processes?
MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable Minister, this is not
the time to debate. It is the time to answer questions
so there cannot be elucidation during question time. If
the Minister was not sure her Assistant could handle the
question, he could have answered it himself. It is also
not good for his Assistant when he keeps calling
for elucidation.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Minister, in brief, could you just clarify what system
integration at Companies and Intellectual Property
Authority (CIPA) and Botswana Unified Revenue
Service (BURS) has had as an impact?
Secondly, I of course cannot talk about Doing Business
with …(Interruptions)… and not talk about Immigration
and the ease of having people come in, particularly the
high skilled labour that our economy needs to do…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …( Murmurs)…
MADAM SPEAKER: It is too noisy. He called for
procedure, give him time.

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

DR P. BUTALE: On a point of procedure. It is the one
you were talking about Madam Speaker, it is just too
noisy, we cannot hear anything.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is right. Standing Order
does not allow noise Honourable Members.
MS KENEWENDO: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Lastly, I did not hear clearly if you said you have a
Comprehensive Business Environment Reform Act
or you are just working on the roadmap. If we do not,
are we looking at a possibility of working on that
Comprehensive Business Reform Act? Thank you.
MR G. B. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. The
Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
system interface between BURS and CIPA will definitely
result in time saving for all the concerned, because this
system will allow information exchange between BURS
and CIPA, where CIPA will act as a depository point for
all information required by both institutions.
Secondly, through this development, BURS will no
longer certify copies of tax clearance, for instance, these
tax certificates will be viewed online for verification by
third parties. Therefore, businessmen will not have to
go to BURS to get their tax clearances certified and this
will definitely save time and money.
The last one I said that we have a Doing Business
Reforms roadmap and implementation plan; we do not
have an Act. As of now, there are no plans to bring such
an act to Parliament. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION
THEME: ECONOMIC STIMULUS
PROGRAMME
- Infrastructural projects funded and completed on
time;
- Women Empowerment Scheme (Progress made);
- Total funds utilised by Government;
- Employment creation to date.
DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you very much Madam Speaker, for this opportunity.
Honourable Nkaigwa had to attend a funeral in the
constituency, he apologises most profusely for his
absence.
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This question seeks, I think is self-explanatory, to get
information on the Economic Stimulus Programme
(ESP) in terms of the infrastructural projects that have
been funded and to see which of those have been
completed up to this moment. Whether they have been
completed on time and on budget because we have
had challenges in the past of project implementation
and projects being delivered late and with economic
repercussions in terms of money that was not budgeted
for being used.
Another important aspect of the question is the Women
Empowerment Scheme. We know that we have had
long queues of women seeking to be assisted, we want
to know the progress that has been made so far and
even whether this is on-going or not because there are
conflicting reports as to whether the programme has
been suspended. If it is suspended, what is the reason
for its suspension and when will it be resumed and the
figures in terms of the people that have been assisted
and the quantum thereof, the money that has been given.
I think it will also be useful to know from the Minister
whether the programmes or the projects that have been
funded are up to date alive and functional.
We also want a compilation of the whole quantum
that have been used in these programmes. Honourable
Minister, your effectiveness has been tested this
morning, so you do not have to try that.
I think employment creation also is very critical in this
question as to how many jobs have been created by these
projects or initiatives. We need numbers in relation to
the money used and the amount of the jobs that have
been created so that we can as Parliament establish
whether we have value for money or not. I thank you.
MINISTER
FOR
PRESIDENTIAL
AFFAIRS,
GOVERNANCE AND
PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (MR MOLALE): Thank you
Madam Speaker.
(i) Madam Speaker, the budget for the Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) projects planned for
the financial year, 2016/17 is P2.2 billion and by
the end of January 2017, the contract amounts
for awarded projects stood at P1.9 billion.
There are a total of 3652 projects implemented
across ten (10) ministries. Of the 10 ministries
implementing ESP projects, Five (5) ministries,
Ministry of Agricultural Development and Food
Security, Ministry of Local Government and

5

Hansard No 187

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

Rural Development, Ministry of Basic Education,
Ministry of Land Management, Water and
Sanitation Services and Ministry of Infrastructure
and Housing Development, have projects that
have been completed as at the end of January 2017
as follows:-

a. Ministry of Agricultural Development and Food

Security (MoA) has seven (7) completed projects
and only two (2) were completed on time. The main
reasons for the delay was the late delivery of projects
input which were ordered outside the country for
the Glenn Valley Rehabilitation Project. The delay
in the grading of roads to production areas was due
to high tender prices which resulted in re-scoping of
the project and had to be done in-house.

b. Ministry of Local Government and Rural

Development; eleven (11) Customary Courts out
of thirty (30) awarded have been completed with
extension of time because the contractors were
having delays in supply and delivery of materials.
The remaining nineteen (19) out of the thirty that
were awarded are ongoing and are expected to
be completed on time. With regard to Primary
Education, projects in eight (8) out of thirty-nine
(39) schools have been completed within contract
time while others have been awarded and are on
schedule.

c. Ministry of Land Management, Water and Sanitation
Services has eighteen (18) completed projects, of
which fourteen (14) including the Phakalane link
road were completed within time, while four (4)
were completed after extension of time. The major
reason for the delays was due to the variations on
site in the minimal land servicing projects. The
projects were awarded based on the approved
layout of the targeted areas without extensive soil
investigations and when we went to site there were
problems that we encountered. This has now been
rectified and we believe that the remaining projects
will be on time.

d. Ministry of Basic Education has sixteen (16)

completed projects of which fourteen (14) were
completed within time. The other two projects were
delayed because of the later deliver of materials and
of the issue of unbundling of projects. We unbundled
the projects because we wanted as many contractors
as possible to benefit. In this instance, the electrical
component of these projects was delayed because
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we did not have much responses we had envisaged
from the electrical components side of things. We
are working on that and I am informed that now
we either are giving the electrical component to the
contractors on site to go alone with that or where
there are contractors who can give us the services,
we are engaging them.

e. Ministry of Infrastructure and Housing Development

has 1285 Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA)
Turnkey houses completed on time against targeted
1500, 128 Public Officers Housing Initiative Units
completed on time against the targeted 540 and 500
pool housing maintenance completed on time. The
other projects in the Ministry are ongoing and are
on schedule.

(ii) Madam Speaker, Women Empowerment Scheme
is part of the overall Government Policy of Citizen
Economic Empowerment which coincides with
the main objective of the Economic Stimulus
Programme which is improving the quality of
life for citizens. The programme is implemented
by the Ministry of Nationality, Immigration and
Gender Affairs. The relevant Minister may wish
to appraise this House on the progress of the
programme at some later date.
(iii) Madam Speaker, the total funds utilised by
Government amount to P1.9 billion which is the
total contract sum of awarded projects. The total
expenditure to date for ongoing and completed
projects as at the end of January 2017 is P519.8
million.
(iv) Regarding employment creation, 20 042 people
were employed through awarded ESP projects by
the end of November 2016 out of which 19 907
were citizens and only 120 were non-citizens.
Sorry Madam Speaker. I need to also say that we have
attached a detailed programme of projects Ministry by
Ministry that indicate the location, the contract amount,
the expenditure, the start date, completion date and
actual completion date and whether it was completed
on time and how much time it took after the estimated
completion for it to be completed. It is attached Madam
Speaker. I thank you.
MADAM SPEAKER: This is very good Honourable
Minister.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you Madam Speaker.
Minister, one of the guiding principles in development

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

is equity. I just want to find out whether Economic
Stimulus Programme (ESP) has satisfied this particular
principle. Secondly, are you in a position to give us the
total value of the projects that were allocated to the
whole of Francistown? If you can, kindly furnish us
with the total value of those projects.
Lastly, I want to find out whether any of the ESP projects
will yield long-term or permanent jobs?
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Indeed
equity tallies well with improving the quality of life of
citizens. That is the intention of the Economic Stimulus
Programme, and if any indication is to be given; 20 000
plus people are employed of which 19 000 are citizens,
artisans, labourers and all that. The stimulus is such that
the money flows to the least advantaged so that, that
principle is maintained, as we have always maintained as
the Government of Botswana Democratic Party (BDP).
Madam Speaker, as I said, I have a list here, but we had
not disaggregated by district or region for some of the
projects. I would encourage the Honourable Member to
look at the list and then we can discuss after that.
Thirdly, is there any possibility of permanent jobs arising
out of the ESP projects? Yes Honourable Member,
there is. Expansion of schools means employing more
teachers, and for your information, what we had as
temporary teachers, we have now put aside funds to
have them employed permanently, in anticipation of this
thing of expanding schools and matching the numbers
of students in some secondary schools, the streams and
so forth. There are many examples that we can give out
of this list where permanent jobs would be provided.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of correction. Madam
Speaker, I do not think the Minister is telling the truth
when he says that expansion of schools necessarily
means increasing the number of teachers. Right now
what obtains on the ground is that teachers have been
teaching outside the classrooms, and expansion will
only serve to accommodate those that were being taught
outside the classrooms. Therefore, this is not necessarily
going to create new jobs, except if you were telling me
that you have reviewed the student-teacher ratio. That
is when we will think, yes, the numbers of teachers is
going to increase.
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. That
could be another factor, but I am telling you in response
to your question that permanent jobs will arise out of
ESP and that includes teaching jobs. That is a fact.
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DR P. BUTALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I just want the Minister to be very clear on the issue of jobs. Can
you assist us; how do you intend to create permanent jobs out of the ESP? I think this issue of simply saying we are
going to create jobs and not knowing how, is the reason why we are sitting with such an unemployment rate that is
spiralling out of control.
I also wanted to take you back to the issue of equitable distribution of development. I think when Honourable
Mmolotsi asked about equity, he was asking about how you have allocated these development projects across the
country. Can you just give us a synopsis of the demographic of Botswana, how you have allocated ESP projects, it
seems Gaborone has been forgotten.
Another one that I want you to help me with is the issue of project implementation. You have been talking about out
of seven projects, only two (2) being delivered on time, eleven (11) out of thirty (30). This is a worrying trend. What
is your Government doing in answering this issue of poor project implementation? It is bleeding a lot of resources;
a lot of money goes to waste as a result of this.
MR MOLALE: Thank you Madam Speaker. I have said that equity is demonstrated by the figures that I have given.
Mind you, this is a stimulus programme, and it has done exactly that, putting money into citizens’ pockets. Wait a
moment, you have asked me questions and I am still responding to the first one. Why are you in a hurry? Hold on,
you are displaying a symptom of a…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MR MOLALE: No, do not display this symptom of acute reputation redemption syndrome. I do not like that. Madam
Speaker, I said I have a list here, Ministry by Ministry, indicating localities where these projects are. Unfortunately
I did not disaggregate them by region. A synopsis that we are talking of, we have; Sefhophe, Kanye, Ditlojana,
Magoreapitse, Tonota, Mokoboxane, Mokgware, Shashe Mooke, and Gaborone Customary Court. Gaborone has
not been forgotten, a customary court has been included. The villages that I have mentioned already cover a fair
distribution around the country, and that is what is in this paper.
Project implementation is complex. There would be exogenous factors that will affect the process, and if exogenous,
they are beyond the control of the Government and in some cases beyond the control of the contractors. The pipes or
valves that were required for the Glen Valley Rehabilitation are special pipes that have to be manufactured on order
and therefore, that caused a three months delay. Most of the projects that are in here, the longest term that one could
attribute to a lengthy delay is six months delay, and to me that is reasonable.
One of the objectives of the ESP was also to encapsulate reform in the management of projects. I think we have
borrowed a leaf from the way we did the ESP projects, so much so that we are now going to replicate that in the
ordinary projects that are being implemented by Government. There has been some lessons learned, you should not
be overly concerned Honourable Member, we are working on it. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR GAOLATHE: Thank you Madam Speaker. Thank you Honourable Minister for your presentation. I just want
to follow up on something that I know the Vice President has been making promises about and working hard around.
It is the question of performance monitoring and you let us assume that there are three broad categories which are;
how effective has this public expenditure been, value for money around it and how efficient. So, my question is what
are the indicators that you have selected to monitor this performance?
MINISTER FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (MR
MOLALE): Thank you Madam Speaker. There are a number of key performance indicators that have been and
some are still being developed. You will recall Honourable Member when we presented Chapter 6 of the National
Development Plan (NDP) 11 we did indicate the various levels of indicators that we will be looking at in as far as
enhancing performance, monitoring and management. So there are a number of indicators that have been developed
and are being rolled out and we have used them in ESP and that is why we seem to be seeing this improvement
which I alluded to earlier on. So I believe and hope that the work that we are doing under the Monitoring and
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Evaluation Chapter for NDP 11 will go a long way in improving overall project and general implementation in the
Government. I thank you Madam Speaker.
LIST OF COMPLETED ESP PROJECTS AS AT THE END OF JANUARY 2017
1. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY
PROJECT NAME

LOCATION

1.1 Glen Valley
Rehabilitation

Gaborone

1.2 Grading of
Roads to Production
Areas

CONTRACT
AMOUNT

CENTRAL (PalapyeKelekeshane (6.7km)

SCHEDULED
COMPLETION DATE

ACTUAL
COMPLETION DATE

COMPLETED ON
TIME?

18,150,771.10

17,333,656.30

10-Dec-15

15-Jul-16

16-Oct-16

3 months late

145,726.00

145,726.00

7-Nov-16

14-Dec-16

25-Nov-16

On time

101,760.00

101,760.00

25-Jul-16

19-Sep-16

20-Sep-16

On time

Kanye-Ditojana road
(36km)

3,926,123.60

1,593,488.24

7-Sep-16

30-Dec-16

31-Jan-17

1 month late

SOUTHERN
(Magoriapitse)

2,250,428.32

2,064,767.98

7-Mar-16

8-Jun-16

7-Nov-16

5 months late

CENTRAL (Mogapinyana)

0.00

-

7-Mar-16

8-Jun-16

7-Nov-16

5 months late

CENTRAL (Tonota)

0.00

1,745,231.50

12-Jan-16

30-May-16

27-Sep-16

4 months late

Funding - Completed
Projects

24,574,809.02

22,984,630.02

Funding - Ongoing
Projects

53,608,950.35

24,628,357.38

Sub-total MoA

78,183,759.37

47,612,987.40

1.3 Cluster
Development

Sefophe – Molemo (5.4km)

ACTUAL START
DATE

EXPENDITURE

2. MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MLGRD)

PROJECT NAME

LOCATION

CONTRACT
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE

ACTUAL START DATE

SCHEDULED
COMPLETION DATE

ACTUAL
COMPLETION DATE

COMPLETED ON
TIME?

Central District

2.1 Construction of
Customary Court
Offices

Mokobaxane

1,236,409.44

992,438.48

24-Apr-16

28-Aug-16

31-Oct-16

2 months late

Mokgware

1,178,922.54

456,268.74

11-May-16

19-Sep-16

21-Nov-16

2 months late

Moremi Village

1,192,361.03

858,441.05

11-May-16

19-Sep-16

31-Oct-16

1 month late

Makwate

1,133,098.36

537,081.32

2-May-16

12-Sep-16

16-Dec-16

3 months late

Natale

1,111,052.32

932,683.81

25-Apr-16

25-Aug-16

14-Oct-16

2 months late

Shashe-Mooke

1,646,596.28

705,967.26

25-Apr-16

25-Sep-16

28-Nov-16

1 month late

Manxotai

1,229,179.57

54,666.50

10-May-16

10-Oct-16

4-Nov-16

1 month late

Matobo

1,166,480.82

269,622.32

10-May-16

10-Oct-16

31-Oct-16

3 months late

Gaborone

1,633,886.80

245,083.02

11-Jul-16

28-Nov-16

27-Jan-17

2 months late

904,716.75

529,608.25

30-May-16

22-Aug-16

19-Sep-16

1 month late

1,600,111.46

723,302.64

17-May-16

30-Aug-16

28-Sep-16

1 month late

North-East: Mambo
Senyane

Hansard No 187

8

MINISTERS’ QUESTION TIME

Friday 17th February, 2017

South East
Waterborne Toilets in
Magopane P. School

2.2 Primary Schools
Backlog Eradication

2.3 Village
Infrastructure
Designs

423,361.90

803,155.75

1-Jun-16

17-Aug-16

10-Feb-17

5 months late
4 months late

Lesetlhane P. School
Waterborne Toilets

668,883.80

426,984.24

1-Jun-16

17-Aug-16

17-Jan-17

Seboko P. School
Classroom block and
toilets

1,995,660.80

1,391,216.51

1-Jun-16

22-Feb-17

8-Feb-17

St’ Condrad P. School
Semidetached 2
bedroomed staff
houses

1,161,516.72

1,131,228.27

1-Jun-16

26-Oct-16

25-Nov-16

5-Jun-16

28-Oct-16

7-Dec-16

On time

Kanagas P. School
Teachers houses &
waterborne toilets

7,574,993.44

5,775,382.92

On time

1 month late

LOBATSE
Bothakga P. School
Classroom block &
Cubical toilets

3,487,608.00

2,312,400.80

4-Jan-16

30-Dec-16

29-Sep-16

On time

KWENENG
Takatokwane P.
School 1x2 Classroom
block and 1 Staff
House

2,816,218.62

2,339,013.95

11-May-16

27-Nov-16

6-Oct-16

On time

NORTH EAST
Construction of 2 x
8 Water Closets in
Kalakamati

2,342,116.79

1,934,343.32

4-May-16

15-Nov-16

19-Sep-16

On time

Construction of 1x2
classroom block and 1
No Teachers’Quarters
in Kalakamati

2,374,555.20

2,079,527.39

4-May-16

19-Oct-16

30-Nov-16

On time

Kweneng (Gabane)

34,905,600.00

3,361,217.05

18-Feb-16

7-Aug-16

3 months late

Central (Tutume)

53,025,300.00

12,351,909.40

25-Apr-16

25-Jul-16

1 month late

Kgalagadi (Kang)

35,227,800.00

5,290,950.00

24-Apr-16

31-Mar-19

6 months late

Funding - Completed Projects

160,416,224.49

45,122,699.14

Funding - Ongoing Projects

257,463,702.69

83,853,138.61

Sub-Total MLGRD

417,879,927.18

128,975,837.75

3. MINISTRY OF LAND MANAGEMENT WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES (MLWS)

PROJECT NAME

LOCATION

Gaborone

3.1 Minimal Land
Servicing

(Block 10)

CONTRACT
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE

ACTUAL START DATE

SCHEDULED
COMPLETION DATE

ACTUAL
COMPLETION
DATE

COMPLETED ON
TIME?

1,223,846.40

1,223,846.40

2-Feb-16

31-Mar-16

20-Jun-16

Extended

Kanye (Mheelo)

6,600,000

4,930,316.00

15-Feb-16

31-Jul-16

16-Sep-16

Extended

Gaborone (Phakalane
Link Road)

51,349,409.65

51,349,409.65

1-Mar-16

1-Sep-16

26-Sep-16

Extended

Tsabong East

6,500,000

13,816,166.00

8-Mar-16

31-Jul-16

4-Oct-16

Extended

Tutume (Magapatona)

4,838,305.83

5,051,831.92

1-Mar-16

30-Sep-16

30-Sep-16

On time

Tonota West

4,996,103.15

4,911,309.62

1-Feb-16

30-Sep-16

30-Sep-16

On time

Rolong (Goodhope/
Metlojane)

5,000,000.00

135,321.14

1-Mar-16

30-Jun-16

30-Jun-16

On time

Rolong (Goodhope/
Madingwane)

387,752.00

352,917.00

1-Jun-16

30-Sep-16

30-Sep-16

On time

North East - Shashe
Bridge

767,046.00

767,046.00

16-May-16

31-Aug-16

25-Jul-16

Ahead of time

North East (Package 1:
Shashe Bridge)

5,275,184.10

5,275,184.10

16-May-16

31-Aug-16

15-Aug-16

Ahead of time

North East (Package 2:
Tati Siding)

6,387,590.07

6,387,590.07

16-May-16

31-Aug-16

8-Aug-16

Ahead of time

North East (Package 3:
Matshelagabedi)

7,008,496.60

7,008,496.60

1-Feb-16

31-Aug-16

31-Aug-16

On time

North East (Package 4:
Matsiloje)

4,245,047.80

4,245,047.80

1-May-16

30-Oct-16

30-Oct-16

On time

Bobonong (Malepane)

4,735,983.42

4,733,900.00

17-Feb-16

31-Aug-16

31-Aug-16

On time

Mmadinare (Phase 2 )

4,560,526.61

3,408,702.19

22-Feb-16

30-Jun-17

30-Jun-17

On time

Funding - Completed Projects

113,875,291.63

113,597,084.49

Funding - Ongoing Projects

180,048,816.67

70,361,434.80

Sub-Total MLWS

293,924,108.30

183,958,519.29
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4. MINISTRY OF BASIC EDUCATION

PROJECT NAME

LOCATION

CONTRACT
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE

ACTUAL START DATE

SCHEDULED
COMPLETION DATE

ACTUAL
COMPLETION
DATE

COMPLETED ON
TIME?

4.1 Maintenance of Educational Facilities
Palapye JSS - Staff
Houses

Palapye

4,867,546.85

4,875,058.13

16-Feb-16

21-Jun-16

09.08.2016

2 months late

Palapye JSS Academic

Palapye

6,989,852.17

6,660,440.95

16-Feb-16

2-Aug-16

16.08.2016

On time

Tlhalogang JSS Staff Houses

Borolong

6,132,907.62

5,391,265.60

17-Feb-16

10-Aug-16

10.08.2016

On time

Tlhalogang JSS Academic

Borolong

5,351,390.78

5,093,878.94

17-Feb-16

3-Aug-16

03.08.2016

On time

Tlhalogang
JSS - Mechanical
Equipment

Borolong

1,494,477.50

1,462,921.60

17-Mar-16

13-Jul-16

13.07.2016

On time

Tlhalogang JSS Electrical Equipment

Borolong

787,296.00

782,756.80

10-Mar-16

1-Jun-16

01.06.2016

On time

Mopipi JSS - Staff
Houses and
Academic Facilities

Mopipi

8,231,476.98

7,334,813.45

17-Feb-16

6-Jul-16

06.07.2016

On time

Bonwatlou JSS
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Serule

7,787,405.91

4,500,247.94

12.05.2016

27-Oct-16

27.10.2016

On time

Molopo River JSS
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Phitshane Molopo

12,795,566.60

11,359,436.16

14.03.2016

23-Sep-16

23.09.2016

On time

Lehutshelo JSS
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Hukuntsi

12,164,560.82

9,747,052.87

28.03.2016

7-Oct-16

07.10.2016

On time

Motaung JSS - Staff
Houses & Academic
Facilities

Kang

12,571,773.79

8,367,239.06

16.03.20

26-Oct-16

26.10.2016

On time

Kgolagano JSS
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Middlepits

12,841,372.58

9,932,908.19

30.04.16

1-Nov-16

01.11.16

On time

Chamabona JSS
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Mathangwane

7,789,372.22

4,918,454.86

16.03.2016

31-Aug-16

31.08.2016

On time

Mosetlha JSS - Staff
Houses & Academic
Facilities

Bobonong

12,547,519.42

8,365,914.93

17.03.2016

29-Sep-16

29.09.2016

On time

Radisele JSS - Staff
Houses & Academic
Facilities

Radisele

9,500,114.85

6,533,311.59

05.04.2016

14-Nov-16

14.11.2016

On time

Tsetsebjwe JSS
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Tsetsebjwe

10,635,260.94

10,188,796.32

01.04.2016

19-Aug-16

19.08.2016

On time

Nswazwi Brigade
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Nswazwi

8,086,460.61

4,988,622.22

12.04.2016

28-Sep-16

30-Jan-17

4 months late

Senyawe Brigade
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Senyawe

3,101,055.71

2,565,309.60

06.04.2016

24-Aug-16

24-Aug-16

On time

Tonota Brigade
- Staff Houses &
Academic Facilities

Tonota

6,714,455.20

6,409,590.92

07.04.2016

22-Sep-16

22-Sep-16

On time

Serowe Farmers
Brigade

Serowe

5,735,022.39

2,887,416.54

19.05.2016

3-Nov-16

3-Nov-16

On time

156,124,888.94

122,365,436.67

Funding - Ongoing Projects

566,411,007.37

107,236,369.36

Sub-Total MoBE

722,535,896.31

229,601,806.03

Funding - Completed Projects

5. MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (MIH)
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PROJECT NAME

LOCATION

CONTRACT AMOUNT

Central-772

66,305,201.24

North East-91

5.1 SHHA Turnkey
Projects

NO. OF COMPLETED
UNITS

COMPLETED ON
TIME?

45,472,334

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

345

On time

7,652,099.00

6,450,390

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

58

On time

19,469,391.68

12,267,385

1-Mar-16

31-Mar-17

54

On time

Kweneng-411

35,340,940.86

21,541,937

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

183

On time

Southern-333

28,241,773.71

22,441,741

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

231

On time

Kgalagadi-102

12,572,228.57

9,644,360

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

81

On time

Ghanzi-102

11,169,000.00

5,797,877

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

39

On time

Chobe-51

4,857,750.00

2,401,372

1-Mar-16

31-Mar-17

19

On time

Kgatleng-74

5,568,539.94

4,816,147

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

55

On time

South East-102

8,577,078.00

7,132,491

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

67

On time

Gaborone-53

4,456,717.00

3,347,844

1-May-16

31-Mar-17

31

On time

Francistown-83

6,979,387.00

5,059,195

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

48

On time

Lobatse-33

3,201,000.00

2,496,657

1-Sep-15

31-Mar-17

22

On time

Selibe-Phikwe-35

2,943,115.00

2,565,075

1-Mar-16

31-Mar-17

28

On time

2444

1,261

Central (128/144
units)

23,952,717.00

18,106,187.00

1-Feb-16

31-Mar-17

68

On time

Kgalagadi (77/97
units)

17,661,000.00

11,936,854.00

1-May-16

31-Mar-17

20

On time

Kgatleng (31/31
units)

4,915,473.00

4,791,132.00

1-Dec-15

31-Mar-17

25

On time

Kweneng (60/66
units)

10,969,218.00

8,818,848.00

1-Dec-15

31-Mar-17

25

On time

Sub-total No. of Awarded
and Completed POHI
5.3 Pool Housing
Maintenance

SCHEDULED
COMPLETION DATE

North West-202

Sub-total No. of Awarded
and Completed SHHA
Turnkeys

5.2 Public Officers Housing
Initiative (POHI)

ACTUAL START DATE

EXPENDITURE

465

500 units

Sub-total No. of Awarded
and Completed Pool
Housing
Funding - Completed Projects
Funding - Ongoing Projects
Sub-Total MIH

138

4,500,000

15,895,525

1-Oct-15

500

31-Oct-16

500

On time

500
279,332,630.00

210,983,351.22

37,048,000.00

38,565,644

316,380,630.00

249,548,995

1,899

6. Funding for Ongoing Projects at other
Implementing Ministries
6.1 MOHW

52,176,259.34

3,460,802.00

6.2 MMGE

-

63,943,308.64

6.3 MENT

-

9,343,306.11

6.4 MTC

-

-

48,671,772.00

12,092,670.85

100,848,031.34

88,840,087.60

1,929,752,352.50

519,787,715.67

6.5 MOPAGPA
6.6 MITI
Sub-Total for Ongoing Projects

GRAND TOTAL

RE-INTRODUCTION OF THE SERVICE OF EMPTYING PIT LATRINES
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(Resumed Debate)
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RE-INTRODUCTION OF THE SERVICE OF EMPTYING
PIT LATRINES - Motion (Resumed Debate)

MADAM SPEAKER: Order! The debate on this
motion is resuming and the motion is left with 2 hours
15 minutes. When the House adjourned Honourable
Moitoi was on the floor. Honourable Moitoi is not here,
so the floor is open.

effort to discourage the use of pit latrines and septic
tanks especially in all Self Help Housing Agency
(SHHA) areas to mitigate on issues of health and
possible contamination of groundwater resources.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Thank you Madam
Speaker. In response to the motion; Government has not
stopped the emptying of pit latrines. During the Water
Sector Reforms, the service of emptying pit latrines was
transferred from the Local Authorities to my Ministry,
which will continue in all parts of the country where
there are no sewage pipe network systems. Fees for
emptying pit latrines are subsidized. Water Utilities
Corporation is currently charging P500.00 and P400.00
for emptying pit latrines and septic tanks respectively.
These rates were reduced in February 2016 from P600
to P500 for pit latrines and from P500 to P400 for septic
tanks.
Madam Speaker, in areas where sewage network
systems have been constructed, Government made
special dispensation during the implementation of
those projects in the form of subsidized fees to connect
households into the network system. As a subsidy,
Government currently charges a sewer connection at a
cost of P1500.00 against the average estimated market
rate of P3500.00. This dispensation Madam Speaker…
MR MMOLOTSI: Clarification. Minister, I just
want you to clarify what you have already said that
Government has not discontinued emptying of pit
latrines. Not too sure because in the City of Francistown
I think Honourable Billy and Moswaane will bear a
testimony to that, people ought to engage the private
sector to empty their pit latrines. The Francistown City
Council used to do that but now it is the private sector
that is doing that and the fees are not subsidized. We pay
heavy fees.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I wish to
request the Honourable Member to allow me to conclude
my statement then I will just go back to what he has just
raised, perhaps in the body of my speech he would pick
something that would answer that.
Madam Speaker, this dispensation, continues on
completion of projects for a reasonable time to mobilize
communities to connect. After this grace period which
differs from area to area, Government then discontinues
emptying services in fully reticulated areas. This is an

Madam Speaker, I am aware that the discontinuation
of pit latrines and sceptic tanks emptying services by
my Ministry in fully reticulated areas does not mean
communities have stopped using pit latrines as a method
of disposal. We therefore have to encourage all those
who have not yet connected to the sewer lines to do
so without any further delays, and we are banking on
all stakeholders including Members of Parliament to
mobilise communities in connecting to existing sewer
lines. As for those areas where there are currently no
sewer lines, Madam Speaker, Government is committed
to provision of sewerage systems through the land
servicing programme. This is intended to ultimately
eradicate the hazardous pit latrines. This motion is
therefore proposing that which already exists and should
therefore not be accepted. I thank you Madam Speaker.
Then going to the Honourable Member’s question where
he needed clarity that Government has not stopped
emptying of pit latrines. Yes, indeed Government has
not stopped but in areas where sewer is connected, we
encourage members of the community to connect to
sewerage lines as I have indicated in my speech that
we bank on Honourable Members for example, to
encourage people to connect to sewerage lines where
they exist.
In terms of that the fees are not subsidized, we are
saying the fees are subsidised I did mention that
currently Water Utilities charges P500 for emptying pit
latrines and P400 for septic tanks. By the way I did also
indicate that these rates were reduced as of February
2016, before that Water utilities was charging P600 for
pit latrines and P500 for septic tanks. So, indeed these
rates are subsidized. I thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NTLHAILE (JWANENG-MABUTSANE):
Thank you Madam Speaker, I needed clarification on…
MADAM SPEAKER: Are you asking a question or
debating?
MR NTLHAILE: No, I am debating but I wanted to
phrase it around a question. Yeah!
MADAM SPEAKER: Okay, debate. And do not yeah
me. Do not ask a question and expect him to take the
floor and respond.
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MR NTLHAILE: Madam Speaker, the septic tanks
and pit latrines that are being emptied at a charge of
P400 or P500 and the charges being subsidised by the
government, I just want to say that the important thing is
for the Minister to come up with a programme to ensure
that Batswana have a healthy life, that is where they are
staying and their health is secure. It is quite evident that
in some areas, the councils engage the private sector to
empty sceptic tanks, we want the Minister to support
this motion to address the issue of pit latrines. We must
remember that right now the majority of Batswana are
feeling the pinch of poverty, therefore if the Minister
continues talking about figures of P400 and P500,
Batswana will not manage. We want the Minister to
support this motion and confirm that as pit latrines are
being emptied, the Government should make a list of
Batswana who are in need of assistance and that the
Government will put aside funds that can help them. We
also need to know the number and the location of those
people because the Minister is currently producing
figures or coming up with issues which are contrary to
what is taking place in different areas.

“what about us who have no sewage system lines?” One
(1) truck was arranged to assist in areas which have never
been serviced at all. The residents of Monarch, Gerald,
are punished because they have access to services but
as to whether they have funds to connect, it seems has
in a way got nothing to do with Water Utilities. Madam
Speaker, it will not be right if I am against the issues
affecting my voters. The Minister should look into these
issues …

That is my contribution on the debate because we have
the same problem in Jwaneng. There are pit latrines in
certain areas which require these services. Batswana
need to be assisted with services of emptying their pit
latrines because they are poor Madam Speaker. I believe
that the Minister or Government needs to support this
motion because it calls for the re-introduction of this
programme so that Batswana in Francistown, Jwaneng
and Lobatse will be assisted accordingly. I rest my case
Madam Speaker.
MR MOSWAANE (FRANCISTOWN WEST):
Madam Speaker I rise to support this motion. I have a
problem because I am from Monarch which was serviced
in 2006 and 2007 but after being serviced it did not
serve much purpose because the residents are not that
well off. They are poor and work under the Ipelegeng
programme. Connection is P2500, which means that
the majority of Monarch residents, Gerald, Somerset,
Bluetown, Coloured, that is all areas inhabited by poor
black people, though they have been serviced, the stench
is too much. Life is tough because no one can afford to
pay for the services. Water Utilities wrote something
which is contrary to what the Minister is saying. The
communiqué was informing Francistown City Council
that “we will no longer bring services of emptying pit
latrines in places which have been serviced.” There was
a situation where some people put pressure saying that

MR KEORAPETSE: Procedure. Madam Speaker
I need your guidance on procedure because what the
Honourable Members are saying and what I know is
that where services have been provided in terms of
sewer lines, regardless of whether people do not have
connection fees, Water Utilities cannot assist them at
those purported subsidised prices. The position of the
Minister is that, as Government, they have not stopped,
but the situation on the ground is that they have stopped
on the basis that they have made sewer line whether you
are not able to connect is not their problem. I do not
know how we proceed because what the Minister seeks
to do is that the motion should be thrown out on the basis
that the Government has not stopped. As Honourable
Members, we know that they have stopped on the basis
that they have provided services to the people. They
can only assist where they have no sewer lines at those
subsidised prices. So, I wanted you to assist us in that
point that procedurally how do we proceed?
MADAM SPEAKER: That procedure can only be
answered by the Minister but he is not on the floor
right now as we speak. You will rise to debate then he
will respond to you. Allow Honourable Moswaane to
proceed. I cannot give you an answer.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: ... (Inaudible)...
MADAM SPEAKER: Are you referring to Moswaane?
MR MOSWAANE: Thank you Madam Speaker…
MADAM SPEAKER: Wait Honourable Moswaane.
Honourable Minister, can you help me there because I
do not have the answer.
MR MOIPISI: Thank you Madam Speaker. I have
indicated in my response and I wish to say again that,
I am aware that the discontinuation of pit latrines and
septic tank emptying services by my Ministry in fully
reticulated areas does not mean communities have
stopped using pit latrines as a method of disposal. We
therefore have to encourage all those who have not yet
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connected to the sewer lines to connect without any
further delays. We are banking on all stakeholders,
including Members of Parliament to mobilise
communities in connecting to the existing sewer lines.
As for those areas where there are currently no sewer
lines Madam Speaker, Government is committed to
provision of sewerage systems.

Minister, I am very very sorry, I have to give you the true
picture to say that people are suffering and most of us are
already affected by diseases that are caused by unclean
environment. So I cannot stand here and disagree with
this motion. I know that you have answered Minister
but I understand that at times there are instances where
we are misled by our people and in your case, WUC.
I know you do not like that, but trust me; Francistown
has been terribly affected by that decision by WUC and
they have indicated that they do not have a budget for
procuring vehicles.

So, Honourable Member, we are trying to say that
we know that even in areas where there are sewer
lines, there is a possibility that people could still be
using pit latrines. That is why we are encouraging
the communities to connect to those sewerages at a
subsidised price of P1, 500.00. I am not sure if I have
answered you Honourable Member?
MR MOSWAANE: I said that I am from Francistown
West, there is a bad smell. Minister, I go to my
constituency every day, therefore, I cannot agree with
the Minister. You will bear with me. I know that you are
using a statement which you think is official.
Minister, I can invite you to Monarch, Somerset, Block
4 and Gerald to go and see how people are suffering
because of this. People in Francistown are suffering and
if I may say, the people there only go to the toilets when
Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) wants them to,
otherwise, it is impossible. I do not know how to put it.
I request the Minister to withdraw his statement. It
does not help Batswana or the Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP) at the present moment. Rather, it puts us in
trouble to be saying people are being assisted while in
fact they are not. That is why I am telling the Minister
that his officials at WUC are telling him blue lies. It is
not happening. Our people are suffering. Monarch has
a population of about 20,000 and was serviced in 2006
and 2007. The number of people who have connected
is very low.
Minister, one thing that we could think of was that since
we have provided the services, maybe we could connect
people to them so that the project becomes successful
because Government has spent more than P180 million
at Monarch. At Gerald, government has spent more than
P450 million and the services are not being utilised,
which means that this money is not being used. In
assessing this as a way of coming up with a solution,
allow the people to connect where the service has been
done and the charge be included in the building material
loans under Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA); if at all
you have to recover the said amounts.

In my conclusion Minister, I would say that if you go
ahead with this decision, you would have killed us at
the BDP. All the people will reject us. It is bad and some
people have started to connect illegally because it is
expensive. An Ipelegeng worker or a poor person cannot
afford to pay the connection fee. Directors who make
decisions at WUC are living well and whatever decision
they make suits them but they are a disadvantage to poor
people.
Therefore, I say this motion is going to help the people
of Gaborone including Old Naledi. It is going to benefit
all the wards in Francistown except Tshabantsa. We
have serviced Selibe-Phikwe at Botshabelo yet it still
has that bad smell. These are difficult situations that
need someone to know to act. So since I took an oath
and said, “without fear or favour,” I will say what I feel
is right. That is my view and I urge the powers that be
to relook at this situation to ease matters for our people.
I beg you. It is a sad scenario at Monarch, Somerset and
Gerald. Worms are all over the toilet seats and people
are not being assisted. Why should I say the Minister
has refused? Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KESUPILE (KANYE SOUTH): Madam Speaker,
Honourable Members who look good like I and Madam
Speaker, it is good to have people supporting you even
if it may not be for one common cause.
Madam Speaker, you and I are flying our flags and
souls half-mast because of destructions and deaths that
are taking place in Mozambique because of Cyclone
Dineo. We hope that this side we will only have a serene
rainfall; the fierce cyclone should just end at the sea.
Madam Speaker I am against what the Minister is asking
for; that the motion should be withdrawn because it
states what is already happening. I would rather request
the Minister to withdraw his words because he does
not know what is happening at the department of Water
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Utilities. You believe that they are busy dealing with
this situation but on the contrary they are not. You
find situations in Gaborone where some places have
a terrible smell because of toilets that are not drained
while in some places that is not the situation. That is
not fair; this is our city and it is our pride. We welcome
different people to this city and so it is not right for them
to witness such situations. There is supposed to be a
standard way of doing things and we should know how
to dispose of used water, the same thing should apply in
our second city of Francistown as well. At least we know
that something of that nature is currently underway since
an Act was made which states that major villages like
Molepolole, Mochudi and Kanye, should be of a similar
standard when it comes to developments. This therefore
means that they will soon have to pay the service levy
just as it is done in towns. Honourable Minister, people
are going to refuse to pay because they will be looking
at the fact that they still use pit latrines which are never
emptied. They are going to take it that they are being
treated unfairly because their villages have not been
developed. I know that at times when a person is given
the cost of draining a toilet they fail to raise that money
and so where will they possibly get the money to connect
portable water in their homes? Perhaps the Government
could connect portable water for people and they in turn
could pay for what they are supposed to pay for. If we
can say we are going to wait for people to connect to
the sewer, line it is going to take forever. Even though it
might appear as if Honourable Moswaane is not being
serious when he says that this does not place the ruling
party in a good position, I am instead saying that it does
not place the government in good stead and it indicates
cruelty and lack of compassion. If you consider a village
like Letlhakeng in Honourable Kablay’s constituency
who constantly laments about the poverty in that area
and imagine those people being told to connect portable
water to their homes or to pay to have their toilets
drained it is going to be difficult for them because that
money is too much for them. Sometimes our Ministers
keep quiet about these issues but knowing very well that
they even fail to connect water in some of their homes.
They wait for some of us who are not in the ruling party
to talk about these issues because we are known to be
always complaining; we would be talking about very
difficult issues. This is a difficult situation that is known
by everyone. Honourable Minister just stand up and
declare that you will do that or else allow the motion
to be concluded. I also request your colleagues to allow
this motion to be debated. I am referring to those of you
who are just focused on raising this country’s flag and I

am suggesting that you should show that it is important
for the government to assist people. The initiatives
that the Minister has been mentioning will not happen
anytime soon, not even in the next ten years. With that
said I request that the motion should be debated as it is.
Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR KEORAPETSE (SELEBI PHIKWE WEST):
Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I stand to
support this motion by Honourable Dr Phenyo Butale,
“that the House requests Government to re-introduce
the service of emptying pit latrines and to cover the
costs of connecting households to the sewerage system
as a way of eradicating or managing the environment”.
Madam Speaker, the motion must be understood within
the broader context of the prevailing unacceptable
poverty levels in our country.
Secondly, the unemployment and underemployment of
our people renders them incapable of dealing with the
cost of living. The cost of living is very high Madam
Speaker, largely because the people’s purchasing
power is very low. They are either unemployed or
underemployed.
Madam Speaker, the motion presupposes that the
service of emptying pit latrines has been stopped and
the fundamental question we need to ask ourselves is
whether this is true or not. In my view, from what we
see on the ground, it is true. It is true in the sense that
those that reside in areas where sewer lines have been
put up, they are not assisted by Government on the basis
that, “we have brought services, now it is up to you to
connect to the sewer lines.” The truth of the matter is
that these people are unable to do so because they are
either unemployed or underemployed. They are in jobs
where the wages are slave wages and cannot keep up
with the day-to-day demands of life. These people are;
people who are in Ipelegeng, people who are working
in supermarkets such as Choppies, people who are
employed as helpers and people whose wages cannot be
categorised as living wages. These people cannot afford
to be connected to the sewer lines as it is exorbitant to
do so. So, the Government should resume the service
of emptying these pit latrines. I can think of locations
in Selebi Phikwe such as Kopano area and the New
Stance area, where some people that side are still unable
to afford to connect to the sewer lines, notwithstanding
that the service is there and has been provided.
People who live in areas such as Bontleng, Sesame South,
Sesame Kagiso, Botshabelo, New Stance and Ikageleng
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are unable to connect to sewer lines because they cannot
afford to do so as the prices are exorbitant. So Minister,
agree with Members of Parliament (MPs) from both
sides of the aisle that this service has been stopped. In
places where sewer lines have been connected, people
find it very exorbitant to connect to the sewer lines. So,
now what the motion calls this House to do is to request
the Minister to reintroduce this service, notwithstanding
that we have provided the service of sewer lines. As an
alternative, which I thought you would have adequately
addressed, as a responsible Minister, you ought to
have said, your Ministry will now cover the cost of
connecting households to the sewage system as a way
of eradicating the hazardous pit latrines. I thought you
would make a commitment that as the Government, that
you will assist. You used the word ‘encouragement’,
that we need to help you to encourage people to connect
to sewer lines. Mr Minister, it will not take …

I think you need to make a commitment that you will
fast-track the eradication of pit latrines because they are
an environmental hazard. You will agree with MPs that
there has to be a resumption of the service of emptying
pit latrines and your Government will fully cover the
cost of connecting households to the sewerage system
as a way of protecting the environment. I do not need
to belabour the House with the issue of pit latrines
and how they pollute the environment particularly our
underground water, the pollution that is caused, the
pungent musty smell experienced in locations such as
Bontleng, Sesame South, Sesame Kagiso and some
areas of Kopano including Botshabelo in Selebi Phikwe.

MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI): On
a point of clarification. I thank you Honourable Member.
I want to ask the Minister if he is aware that in the Self
Help Housing Agency (SHHA) the P1000 connection
fee that is talked about can be requested specially to do
sewer connection? Or you meant for free?
MR KEORAPETSE: I do not know if you are aware
Minister that in some cases, the council outrightly
refuses to assist in that regard.
DR P. BUTALE: On a point of elucidation. Honourable
Member, the other thing that you should also know is
that the SHHA loan is given to a person who qualifies for
a loan so that he/she may repay it. We are saying the pitlatrines must be phased out because they contaminate
the environment. They can however be phased out only
if all of them have connected to the sewer line even
those who cannot afford SHHA loans.
MR KEORAPETSE: I think Honourable Dr Butale
has explained it because not all these households have
been assisted by SHHA. There are households that
completely cannot afford to get the SHHA loan and
there are those that have not yet been built because they
cannot get assistance from SHHA. So, I think the only
reasonable thing to do Honourable Minister, is to accept
the motion as it is, because the resumption of the service
of emptying pit latrines can be in the interim or until
pit latrines have been phased out and all households in
the concerned locations are connected to the sewage
system.

I think with these few remarks Madam Speaker, the
Minister ought to be considerate of the fact that our
people are impoverished, unemployment levels are
high and we need to manage the environment. But
most importantly Madam Speaker, the Policy of
Decentralisation has to be considered. What caused these
problems mostly is the centralisation of these services.
If these services were decentralised such that Water
Utilities is not heavily laden with water reticulation as
well as management of waste water at local levels, we
would be talking a different story about capacitating the
Local Authorities. But the Decentralisation Policy has
to be revisited with a view to decentralise such services
to district councils, town councils and city councils. I
thank you Madam Speaker.
MR NKAIGWA (GABORONE NORTH): I thank
you Madam Speaker. I too want to show my support for
Honourable Butale’s request that the Government should
continue doing what it has been doing. Sometimes when
the Ministers respond to our questions, I tend to wonder
if we are from the same country. I want to believe that
if at all they stay in Phakalane, then on their way there,
they pass through Tsholofelo, Phiring, Marang, even
if your car window is closed trying to avoid the stink
that some of us smell you will just tell that the health of
Batswana is affected by this.
I wonder whether you enjoy this smell in Phakalane
where you stay. If at all as a Government we were
serious about doing away with pit latrines, having
invested a lot of money amounting to P1.4 billion into
the Gaborone Integrated Sewer Project, by now we
should have already come up with ideas on how we can
assist Batswana to connect to the sewer line. The reality
is that those people who were carrying out projects
of constructing pipelines, they did so knowing that
in Gaborone people look into a lot of ways of getting
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income as is the norm in Botswana hence you find that
a home will have the main house as well as the back
house. In most cases people living in the back houses
are the ones who use pit latrines.

by being underutilized. We are not saying Batswana be
given free funds, we are simply saying let there be a
special fund that can help them. Honourable Molefhi,
when these people go to SHHA in an attempt to request
for money to do plumbing works, they refuse to assist
them in Councils. But it has been shown that the SHHA
scheme has a home improvement aspect under it and we
had thought that this aspect includes plumbing works
yet in all the Councils in Botswana, there is nowhere…
(Interruption) …

When I enquired from the then Minister Honourable
Mokaila on the statistics of people who had connected
to the sewage line in Gaborone alone, it was almost 37
per cent by then. Meaning that over 60 per cent of the
people had not connected to the main sewer lines. The
Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) on the other hand
deem this service to be difficult for them hence they are
saying they will not provide it. They are not assisting
people as the Honourable Minister says. Instead they
have allowed the private sector to do it and the private
sector is in business hence they expect to be making
profit. The private sector does not charge individuals
less than P1000 to empty a pit latrine and they charge
close to P1 500 to empty septic tanks. When I was
still a Councilor, in the Councils we would charge pit
latrines P80 and P120 for septic tanks, whereas WUC
charges P500 and P400 respectively. The increase in the
prices is too high, even civil servants’ salaries cannot be
increased at this rate from P80 to P450 and from P120
to P500. Yet we see this being done to Batswana whom
we are representing, we are hoping that the Government
will pity them and then their Government does not do
that. They are our people and we are in Parliament
because they brought us here. Honourable Moswaane is
telling the truth, at times it is necessary to say the truth.
Let us not look at party lines rather let us look at the
needs of Batswana and do what befits them.
When I was still the Mayor of Gaborone I was praising
the Gaborone Integrated Sewer Project that it was indeed
going to help the country do away with pit latrines in
Gaborone. Now the Government is disappointing us.
The expectation was that the Government will assist
people who built homes using the Self Help Housing
Agency (SHHA) so that they are able to connect. Hey!
It is not easy Madam Speaker, because the plumbing
works of constructing a water system toilet cost close to
P8 000 to P10 000. Therefore we had once requested…
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Requesting from who?
MR NKAIGWA: Requesting the Minister to create a
special fund; Honourable Matambo to keep funds that
can assist in places where sewer lines have already been
made for people, so that they are given money around
P5 000, P8 000 to be able to connect to the main sewer
lines. Because even the sewer line itself can be damaged

MADAM SPEAKER: Honourable
requesting for a correction.

Molefhi

is

MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (MR MOLEFHI):
Correction. Madam Speaker I want to correct this
perception, the home improvement provision is to
cater primarily for this additional works. The cost of
the investment is then determined by the applicant.
You may apply for home improvement specifically to
deal with electrification of your house. You may apply
specifically to deal with sewage and sanitary provision.
I confirmed with the City Council Town Clerk last week
after the Honourable Member brought the motion as
to why Gaborone City Council has not extended that
service, the loan support for home improvement and he
has told me that they have since instituted that service.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Where?
MR MOLEFHI: Here in Gaborone City Council.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MOLEFHI: I think in the recent past because I
was shocked to understand that home improvement is
not used for that purpose.
MR NKAIGWA: Madam Speaker Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) Ministers are very surprising.
They are not hands on. Honourable Molefhi I am telling
you a fact. Even if you go to Gaborone City Council to
go check the number of people that have been assisted
to do plumbing works in their homes you will find none.
I have asked a question in this Parliament. That is why
I sometimes look at Honourable Tshekedi Khama and
say to myself if we had more Ministers who are like
him, this country would go far. Because Honourable
Tshekedi Khama’s heart is not like yours. You have evil
hearts…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!) …
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MR NKAIGWA: We once requested…

to show us as to how many people have been financed to
connect a sewage line in Gaborone. Your ministry does
not allow that.

MADAM SPEAKER: On a point of order. You are …
(Interruption) …
MR MOLEFHI: On a point of order. I take exception
of Honourable Member’s statement that we have evil
hearts when I am stating a fact.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MOLEFHI: It is a fact because Gaborone City
Councillors elected not to approve those applications. The
law provides that the money under home improvement
be used specifically for home improvement. You can
connect the sewer, you can electrify your house. I am
telling you there is the SHHA Home Improvement
money. There is SHHA Turn Key, there is the Home
Improvement.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible) …
MR MOLEFHI: I am telling you a fact.
MADAM SPEAKER: No, wait a minute. Honourable
Nkaigwa speak politely.
MR NKAIGWA: That is what I am saying Madam
Speaker, sometimes when the Honourable Minister
comes to address us, he should inform himself first
before coming to address the nation. He should go to
Gaborone City Council which I once headed.
MADAM SPEAKER: He is saying that he is from
there.
MR NKAIGWA: He should compare the list of people
who want SHHA loans against people who want to
connect sewage line through home improvement. Then
inform us as to who was funded for that exercise. I
am telling you this Honourable Minister because it is
not happening. No one has ever been funded for this
exercise. Even the SHHA money is not enough to cover
this exercise. That is why I am saying that Honourable
Tshekedi is better that you. We requested sewage lines
from him in the Gaborone North farms and he made
sure that we have the main sewer lines which are being
used today. WUC which is under your Ministry refused
to give us water, then we wondered as to how a sewer
line will work without water.
That is why I am saying you are so inhuman. That is
why I believe that your Government does not love
Batswana the way you claim. They do not allow that
Honourable Molefhi, you should be bringing statistics

When you ask the Town Clerk he will tell you it is
allowed but actually on the ground they do not allow that
Madam Speaker. That is why I am saying Honourable
Butale’s motion is very good; it can assist those of us
who stay at Ledumang and Block 8 who see people
suffering everyday living and breathing foul smells
in this capital city called Gaborone and wonder if we
have to live like this. The problem is we have invested
so much money, P1.4 billion and there is no value for
money. Money has simply been invested but people are
not connected to the sewerage system. Why, because
we failed to have a system which can allow people to
connect to the sewer lines. Thank you Madam Speaker.
MR BILLY (FRANCISTOWN EAST): Thank
you Madam Speaker. Let me take this opportunity to
support the motion. My reasons are that I am looking at
my voter’s complaints. One question we need to ask is
what type of class we are referring to. There are three
classes; lower class, middle class and upper class. The
middle class is okay they have a choice of where to stay.
The upper class also have that choice. The lower class
cannot choose where they stay so they are faced with
challenges. Most of the people we are talking about
who are already connected are disadvantaged because
the neighbours have no source of income to connect
like them. So they are basically disadvantaged by the
environment they reside in. I understand that when
the Honourable Member tables such a motion, the
Honourable Minister is briefed but that is not the case
here. There are no home improvement loans offered to
everyone. Unemployed people are the ones who own
houses, people with low income rate own houses.
When you conduct a research, you will find that these
are the houses not connected to sewerage lines. Another
question one might ask is what the priority for the
Government is. If you have so many people who are
unable to connect yet you invested a lot of money, why
not make a deliberate move to assist people who cannot
afford to connect and connect for them with a certain
arrangement? We spend a lot of money on unnecessary
things. Ancestors are watching if we are dealing with
the challenges, why are we failing to run the country.
We have spent money recently on the African Union
for the campaign of Honourable Venson. I do support
that Honourable Venson could have helped to uplift our
country because she will place it on the map. We have
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spent money overlooking our priority. We could have
connected these people. I am saying this because these
are my people and normally they stay in one room and
it is over populated, you can even count them, you are
going to find 20 people living in one room and their pit
latrine overflowing…

Members, Members who are used to opposing the
opposition even though they are telling the truth should
not make us part of it. Some of us supported opposition
motions which we think are necessary. So, please we
have not said anything but do not put words in our
mouths. If you support, do so, we have been supporting,
others are new maybe they do not know, we have
supported so many motions and even made laws. For
example, the VAT law which was tabled by Dumelang
Saleshando. Please do not do that but if they are playing
games, we do not support them. If it is serious, we
support them.

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point
of clarification. I would like to ask the Honourable
Member because he said two contradictory statements.
How much was used for the campaign and how much
is the programme Honourable Butale is talking about?
I mean whilst I support the spirit of your discussion, I
think you are using a very wrong example Honourable.
MR BILLY: I am not going to answer that because he
says, Honourable Butale. I am Honourable Billy, so the
question is directed to Honourable Butale. I am going to
ignore you. I am saying this because in my constituency,
if you take places like Coloured, these are places which
if residents had an option they could not be using pit
latrines but they do not. The other thing is I explained,
they do not choose where they want to stay. For us in
this House, we can choose that we do not want to stay at
Botshabelo or Old Naledi, and that we want to stay here.
They on the other hand cannot choose and we have to
look at reasons why they cannot choose. The reason I
raised the issue that we spent a lot of money on the AU
campaign which we could have used in other projects, is
that we have other priorities. This is the time now to say
people who are not connected should find other ways to
connect them.
We cannot spend so much money to connect sewerage
lines in the constituency like Francistown East then from
there those services are not utilised. Those services have
to be utilised but how? Let us come up with initiatives
to see how we can assist people in need. People have to
also use water system toilets. I am saying this because
at Satellite, Newstands there are more than 100 toilets
with no sewerage. You will not like it if there is a funeral
or even a wedding. Honourable Members I cannot just
stand here and say this motion is not good because it
was tabled by an opposition member. The truth of the
matter is, we could be rejecting it because it was tabled
by an opposition member but we are here, we came
here for the similar issues and if such issues affect our
people, we should look at how we can govern them…
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(MS TSHIRELETSO): On a point of order. Honourable

MADAM SPEAKER: Okay but it is correction.
MR BILLY: It is a correction if I could have said
Honourable Tshireletso does not support because it
was tabled by the opposition. I was too general in my
statement and I do not think I can offend anyone.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order Madam
Speaker!
MR BILLY: I am not going to allow you to interrupt
me because this is my time and I should use my time
to speak.
MS TSHIRELETSO: On a point of order. When
you say, “we should” you are including me. He says
“normally we should not be supporting it…”
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)...
MS TSHIRELETSO: You are an opposition Member.
He says because it was from the opposition. He should
say I could be rejecting it because it was tabled from
that side. The moment he says “we should be” he is
including me and he knows how much I support him.
He also knows how we debated on this motion so he
should not include us. If he wants to say that he should
say I could be rejecting it because it was tabled by
the opposition rather than saying “we” he is referring
to all Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) Members
of Parliament because a motion is for everyone in
Parliament. Thank you.
MR BILLY: I have huge respect for the Honourable
Member who has just got off the floor but I wish
she could have quoted my exact words especially
considering that I never spoke about the BDP.
If you want me to state the names of Members of
Parliament who usually reject the motions from the
opposition I can do that; it is Honourable Lelatisitswe,
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I have listened to him do that numerous times.
Honourable Majaga and Honourable Moswaane have
done that too. In short, this is a very brilliant motion
Honourable Members, which has touched people’s
hearts. Honourable Members, I want to tell you how I
got here; let me show you my route to this Parliament. I
was voted for by poor people with the hope that because
I am from the middle class family, I will have their
interests at heart therefore they will be shocked if they
heard me talking about issues that they cannot relate to.
I am here for them to speak on their behalf. Thank you
Mr Speaker.

try and understand it; what we need to do as Parliament
of Botswana and as leaders is to do what we think is
right for Batswana.

MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I will
like to make a correction, question 241 by Honourable
Mokaila states that, “I am aware that Water utilities have
discontinued pit latrines and septic emptying services.”
Thank you. This needs to be corrected.
MR SPEAKER (MR MOLATLHEGI): That is not a
point of order Honourable Moswaane; you should have
asked to make a correction.
MR BILLY: Thank you. What was said by Honourable
Moswaane is exactly what I have said, that the
Honourable Minister might have been briefed that it is
not discontinued while in actual fact it is. It has been
discontinued; the people of satellite that I am talking
about are getting the service from the private sector. You
are all aware how rigorous it is to empty pit latrines,
they are asking for a high amount of money for doing
this job and they are taking advantage of the fact that
there are not many people who are in this business of
emptying the pit latrines.
I will like this house to understand that by supporting this
motion, they will be supporting the people of Satellite,
Pelotelele, Block 4, Block 1, Somerset, Maipaafela and
Monarch to live their lives freely just like we do here;
they will have a choice to eat their food in or outside the
house as they please. Thank you.
MR MAJAGA (NATA-GWETA): Thank you Mr
Speaker. I had a dream yesterday. My dream was that
Honourable Maele’s Ministry should have two assistant
Ministers because of many things that we are noticing
in Botswana. Hopefully, this dream will come true in
the future. The reasons for this being that many issues
that are discussed in this Parliament that concerns this
country like that of emptying pit latrines are intensifying
and are really sad. This motion is simple and straight
forward and it does not need any dictionaries or Bibles to

Our duty as Members of Parliament is to make laws
and to approve the budget. Our system differs from
that of other countries in the sense that after approving
the budget, the Minister responsible for that in other
countries has the power to spear head it, to hire and
to dismiss however they want. This is not the case
here because we are patient with underperforming
organisations. We are going to end up saying we do
not have capable people; what not have you about the
Directorate of Public Service Management (DPSM), the
time has come after 50 years, to look into these things.
Some of us who have worked at the mines do not
negotiate every single day when it comes to behavior.
No, we do not do that. This is what is destroying this
country. We will be sitting here thinking things are
being done right by the town clerk because of what is
reported to us as Members of Parliament but if you go
on the ground, you find that nothing is being done. I
have been a Councilor and a Council Chairperson of the
main Sub District of Tutume.
My point is that this is a very good motion that shows
the grievances of people that we are representing. The
reason I am talking about two assistant Ministers is that
he will be briefed but nothing will be done because of
people who are supposed to execute these plans, failing
to do so. When a Minister is supposed to take action
against them, it takes a long time; elections will arrive
and the Minister goes. Who is supposed to be looking
into these matters? This is a very concerning problem
that we have in this country; I have long realized that.
Honourable Member, you have come up with a motion
which affects people’s lives; some of us are from
constituencies that do not even have water, people are
working for Ipelegeng for mere wages of about P400 or
P500 and they cannot afford to pay for septic emptying
services. These services are only afforded by private
businesses because some of these poor people make a
living from selling Mopani Worms (Phane), wild raisins
(Mogwana) or thatching grass. We have a special time
set aside for harvesting grass used for thatching by the
way. These issues have to be addressed Mr Speaker. Let
me also explain that some of us never get intimidated
when we are sent by Batswana to advocate for them in
Parliament, we know very well that our mandate is a
five (5) year contract, but there are people who aggrieve
people out there and turn them against us. When we
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presume our mandate is falling into place, they would
say ‘let us go and renew the contract;’ those very people
would just be there seated, yet they have been employed.
From there, we keep experiencing these challenges. It is
a wakeup call to us as a Government to pay attention
to these things. In other countries, what was happening
the other day at Honourable Madigele’s Ministry cannot
happen because it is not a matter which is taken to the
Directorate of Public Service Management (DPSM).
Honourable Madigele would investigate then and there,
and then get a team of about ten (10) people and fire
them; everybody would be watching that on television
for that matter, and students will get paid.

drink, they know that there is Honourable Olopeng and
Honourable Majaga. They do not know anybody else.
When the Monarch sewer lines are spilling or gushing
out, they know that there is Honourable Moswaane who
once went from house to house campaigning. They do
not care about a Manager or Chief Corporate Service
Engineer at the Sanitation Department. They do not
know any of those people because none of them ever
came to them saying “I want to form a Government.”
From there we say it is a mammoth task to fire them or
to tell them that they are failing to deliver. Letters after
letters should be written; we hear that there is Carter, we
do not know.

If the students can stay from December to January
without allowances and then we turn to say they have
gone on strike, you must find the cause. That is why the
Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) vehicles are always
being driven around doing nothing, but considering the
salaries which they are being paid, even mine does not
come close. It is very painful for us when we go back to
the masses seeking votes to come to Parliament; seeking
to create a Government. So let us change some of the
things we have put in place. If there is one thing which
scares Batswana in this country, it is change, but there is
nothing wrong with change. If a system was working for
us then; if we now want a system in which as a Minister
or Assistant Minister, you are accountable; then this is
the time.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

We really support this Motion. People in places like Nata
are in trouble. Those with shops are the only ones getting
help because others have to take some time saving to be
able to get the services done for them. People in villages
like Gweta are facing serious problems because they
are told this today and tomorrow you will hear people
saying “the Manager of Masunga said this,” because be
Manager of WUC is in Masunga. The other day when I
was debating in this House I said I wish we could see
the Government assisting Batswana. The WUC and
Botswana Power Corporation (BPC) monopoly could
be stopped. I was referring to challenges such as this
one. People do not have drinking water, from there
beautiful speeches will be delivered and we continue
saying “Praise be to the name of God” and when one
questions things, they are told “behave.”
Things which make us sit uncomfortably in this House;
those of us who know that our five years is coming to an
end, let us arise and address them. Those people have not
done anything wrong; they know their Councillor and
area Member of Parliament. If they do not get water to

MR MAJAGA: We do not know what those who are
going to take over Government, those who are going
to come to this House are going to do. Hey! Let us
arise and fix these things. Other countries; I am an
Executive Member of Southern African Development
Community-Parliamentary Forum (SADC-PF), I travel
to other countries; they do not do these things. We have
done them for the past 50 years, and people are just
seated. Even when you hear that students are not doing
very well in examinations, it is because of things that
come up as a result of the regulations we have put in
place; things like the on-going ‘go-slows.’ if there was
something in place here, you would realise that there
would be no time for games. Currently we are headed
towards elections and you can even read what the papers
are saying; if anyone snoozes they will lose. Even at
those jobs, people should not sit comfortably there
saying “I am a senior officer in the Council,” yet the
work would not be progressing. Honourable Moipisi,
you do not have a problem because what you have
there is something which was written down for you. We
support this Motion. Thank you.
MAJ.
GEN.
MOKGWARE
(GABANEMMANKGODI): Thank you Mr Speaker for giving
me this opportunity to comment on this Motion. First
of all let me start by reminding my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, more especially the Ministers,
that leadership…
MR SPEAKER: Wait a moment Honourable
Mokgware. It is noisy, I cannot even hear you. Please
reduce the noise.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I just wanted to pass on
some words of advice to say the leadership that side

Hansard No 187

21

Friday 17th February, 2017

needs the truth. True leaders are transparent, they have
integrity and they tell the truth. In strong leadership
when an individual speaks, they talk about something
they are seeing, that which they know for sure. There
are a couple of individuals whom I can mention; I have
observed that for the last couple of days they have
displayed truth and transparency. Honourable Madigele
there, even through the challenges he was facing, he was
truthful. Today for the first time; I believe it shall rain.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Cyclone Dineo.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Cyclone Dineo will
come. I heard our Minister for Presidential Affairs,
Governance and Public Administration responding to
questions transparently. Even Honourable Tshireletso
is someone who always speaks the truth; she never
hides behind a finger. I am begging you Honourable
Ministers; oh yes, you are also trying as well DJ Tips.
When you are given answers like this one, please make
sure that you verify them first because when you come
here and read a statement which is not true; it is not good
because if I who hails from Gabane-Mmankgodi could
give you a phone saying ‘call the number we always call
in Mogoditshane and ask them to come and empty your
sewage tank’ they will say “we are no longer doing that,
we have stopped.” This would be an embarrassment to
you as a leader. That is why I am saying let us verify
facts before we come and read beautiful statements with
a lovely cover labelled “Botswana.”
Mr Speaker, I support this Motion because it is
advocating for the people who have sent me here, people
of Gabane-Mmankgodi, who lament about these things
all the time; they point them out to me saying…
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. Just to confirm
the decorum Mr Speaker; the Honourable Minister has
pointed out some facts and I have also come up with
other facts as well. Which facts are correct so that this
House would be in order? I am seeing us continuing with
the position of the Minister, but we have a communique
from WUC, which is the implementing department. So
can we continue debating when the Minister has not
withdrawn that statement? I just wanted to say there
is a Setswana adage “tshukudu kgolo golo gobe e go
isiwa ke bana” meaning subordinates or someone’s
followers have the capability of misguiding/misleading
the leader or getting them into trouble. It is not the
Honourable Minister’s mistake; he knows where he got
that information from. I am kindly requesting that he
should withdraw that statement so that we do not have
an argument in Parliament.
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MR SPEAKER: If you want that issue to be resolved
to establish who is telling the truth, why do you prefer
it to be the Minister who is withdrawing his statement
and not you?
MR MOSWAANE: Point of order. What I am referring
to is also a response that was not challenged in Parliament
when Honourable Mokaila responded to Question 41.
It was not challenged, it went on Parliament records. I
believe mine holds more water because it is the latest
and today it is facing a ‘challenge.’
MR SPEAKER: We cannot do things in that manner.
If you are stating two different statements, there is a
way in which we can reconcile them; not necessarily
disposing the other one off. We will combine them and
see where exactly they gel.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: On a point of order.
MR SPEAKER: No, you are on the floor, please
wait. Honourable Members, we shall consider the
Honourable Minister’s presentation and what was said
by Honourable Moswaane and reconcile the two and see
what will happen. Just continue with the debate because
the time allocated to it is running out.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Thank you Mr Speaker.
The reason why I am saying I support this Motion is
because, first of all, let us look at Vision 2036. You are
the ones who passed it here, and it talks about good
health for all; is it a good thing if there is no proper
sewage drainage system? Secondly, let us consider the
people who are affected by this. I am talking about
pensioners who have retired and are at their homes, I
am talking about single mothers, the unemployed and
orphans; those people who remain home and use pit
latrines which need proper drainage. All these people
that I have mentioned do not stay alone in the yard, they
are many in one compound. Let us not compare them to
some of us who take P400 or P3000 worth of whisky. Is
it not that you take it, Honourable Members that side of
the aisle? Let us therefore consider the type of people
we are talking about. The best thing is…
MR SPEAKER: Order, Honourable Mokgware.
When you stand, please withdraw that statement. The
statement in which you said we take whisky, it is not
what you should be saying in Parliament. You are not
supposed to talk to each other like that in Parliament. If
you drink, be quiet about it and please do not use that
against each other in the House. Honourable Mokgware,
withdraw that statement and proceed with your debate.
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MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: Yes Mr Speaker, some
take whisky and we should not take it that people…

funds to purchase trucks, but I would rather support the
Government to give WUC funds to connect everybody
to the mainline water system and not keep complaining
that the sewage system is bad…

MR SPEAKER: No, I have heard you.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: I withdraw that. Let us
take that in Botswana we have a Minimum wage and
from that minimum wage they are getting, they are
expected to pay P400 or P500, yet they have seven
children under their care, and some of them do not
even work, some have been enrolled in Ipelegeng.
That money is just too much Honourable Members.
We should represent the interests of the people as
Members of Parliament. The people at Metsimotlhabe,
Mmankgodi, and Tsolamosese have got problems when
it comes to sewage system. They do not have money,
this is the low income group. I am not talking about
people who qualify for loans and can make money
through different ways. Therefore this is a good motion
presented by the Honourable Member which we all
need to support especially for some of us whom their
constituencies are mainly villages. I do believe that we
are the people’s representative and we should rightly
represent them and we should consult with them, and
in fact visit them in their home steads. I have in turn
conducted constituency tours within my Constituency
and indeed I have gathered their challenges and I am
aware of those, I am talking about a situation which my
constituents have.
I therefore humbly request that this motion be adopted
and if it were possible, I would evoke Standing Order
55.1 for it to be adopted.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mokgware, I hear
you and understand that you have used Standing Order
55. 1 to move the adoption of this motion but I do not
concur with you because when you took the floor, you
were not the only Member who wanted to debate. Just
debate the motion and you shall make the decision on
the motion at the end of the debate, if you do that now,
you will be denying other Members a chance to debate.
MR REATILE (SPECIALLY ELECTED): Thank
you Mr Speaker. I would like to comment on the motion
presented by the Honourable Member to this House. I do
not wish to support this motion because Batswana who
might be from Naledi, Mmanaka and Somerset generally
wherever they are, do not wish to find themselves using
pit latrines, they also want to be connected to the water
system toilets. I therefore cannot sit here and support
the Government to give Water Utilities Cooperation

MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of clarification Mr
Speaker. Thank you very much Honourable Reatile. I
thought that was the gist of the motion. What Honourable
Butale is asking for is for the Government to continue
emptying pit latrines while we find ways of connecting
these people to the sewer lines. That is exactly his point
but we cannot discontinue that service before these
people are connected. That is his concern.
MR REATILE: Thank you, Honourable Mmolotsi. My
point is the re-introduction that is being talked about.
What I want is for us to focus on what we want to resolve
as the House regarding connection of those people.
Because currently the Botswana Power Corporation
(BPC) connection fee is at P5 000 nationwide. This
money is not paid once off but there is a payment plan
in place in order to allow for every Motswana to connect
electricity. Therefore there could be a payment plan for
the proposed P1 500 in order to make things easier
for these people and this shortage could be addressed
through this plan. Therefore this would mean that these
toilets…
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of clarification Mr
Speaker. I just want to clarify this point Honourable
Member; before these people find funds to connect,
how are we going to address the situation in Mmanaka?
The situation where people are confronted with worms
in their homesteads, how are we addressing it? Please
clarify that since we are in agreement that these services
be provided but they do not have the money yet for
connection, and since the Ipelegeng has enrolled about
90 000 people, are they going to afford it? Is there any
form of a payment plan? No, there is no such plan.
Thank you.
MR REATILE: Honourable Moswaane, that one
regarding the payment plan is the one you should be
addressing, and you should be focusing on talking
about that. You should endeavour to do so. From here,
you should be in a position to give your constituents a
breakdown of the instalment and state the conditions of
payment leading to connection. Tell them that the P1,
500.00 that has been unaffordable to them, has been
broken down in to instalments, from now on they will
pay P50.00 or any amount agreed upon until they finish.
So that in two years, every Motswana who has a home
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near the sewage line can connect through an arrangement
after a decision is taken in this House. What …

MR REATILE: Mr Speaker, when we experienced the
problem that Honourable Moswaane is complaining
about concerning Botswana Power Corporation (BPC),
the Government under the leadership of Honourable
Kedikilwe came to this House and we started the
establishment of electricity fund so that electricity can
be standardised at P5, 000 in Botswana. Since WUC
has not yet established this fund, we can ensure that we
have it so that Batswana who are close to Honourable
Moswaane’s heart and close to any Motswana in this
House can find a permanent solution. They will be
proud to have connected potable water and sewage
systems in their homes with the help of an arrangement
we are making; a decision taken in this Honourable
House. We cannot come here to just cry and not make
decisions just as Honourable Moswaane pointed out.
Honourable Speaker, we need to ensure that we make
decisions and come up with solutions concerning issues
that are bedevilling Batswana out there when we come
to this House.

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): Clarification. Thank you
Mr Speaker. The Honourable Member’s debate is on
track but that arrangement is already in use. We are not
saying one should pay the lump sum of P1, 500. There
is an easy terms arrangement. That is what I wanted to
explain.
MR REATILE: Mr Speaker, the problem is that
Honourable Dr Butale has a great challenge. Right
now as these services have been stopped, there is a
serious problem. What can be done is to instruct Water
Utilities Corporation (WUC) to attend to areas where
the situation is bad and putting people’s lives at risk. We
cannot just sit here and believe that everything is fine
and start saying the Parliamentary question came here
from WUC and you came with a statement also from
WUC. Right now we can reconcile these issues and map
the way forward and ensure that the nation of Botswana
appreciates the solution that we come up with. I know
that in Councils we have always been decrying the fees
of P500 and P600 before you subsidised to P500. Right
now you have subsidised the price, but this subsidy
Honourable Minister use it to build sewer lines to make
sure that people have a permanent solution. It will not
benefit any Motswana and even the Government to
have temporary solutions. Let us make sure that the
subsidies we come up with benefit every Motswana and
the Government as they will reap the rewards of the
decisions we have made.
MR MOSWAANE: Correction. I want us to be on
the same page; water connection fee in Gerald is P2,
500 excluding connection to the sewer line. Now if we
are going to require connection fee to connect toilets,
you are going to pay something like P5, 000. Let us
correct that statement so that Parliament can understand
that those things which you are talking about no one
can afford. 90 000 of Ipelegeng workers would not, let
alone the pensioners, they cannot afford that. I do not
understand who we are referring to. I want you to correct
that because I am getting somewhere else. Today I feel
overwhelmed because we cannot give false information
to this Parliament in a bid to protect the ministry or
Water Utilities. Honourable Members, this is not right.
The Minister should withdraw this statement so that the
House may be in order and there is nothing wrong with
doing that. We are continuing to fight and fight and fight.

We should not spend the entire day in this House
debating without coming up with any plausible solution
for Batswana. Honourable Speaker, I believe that the
Minister should instruct his staff to continue the service
of emptying pit latrines as he says the programme was
never halted. Another thing is that there is a need to
establish a fund that can assist Batswana concerning the
P1, 500 and P2, 400 connection fees. Thank you.
MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Thank you for giving me an opportunity to
comment …
MR MMOLOTSI: Point of order. Mr Speaker, I am
worried because we are riding on this information from
the Minister. It is very clear Mr Speaker that Water
Utilities or whoever discontinued that service. What I
am saying is that we cannot continue as if we are not
aware of that. We represent our constituents, we know
what is happening and therefore when we say it has been
discontinued, then it is so. The Minister is not telling
the truth. I was therefore making a request Honourable
Members that we need to acknowledge the truth that the
service has been discontinued. We are making a request
that we should re-introduce that service to assist the
public. The pit latrines are full to the brim in Block 1.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member, you called for a
point of order. I do not understand how that is a point of
order. I spoke earlier on what we are going to do about
this. I do not understand what your problem is. I have
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said you should debate an issue on the floor.

is a man or a woman when we know very well that the
Speaker is a woman …

MR MOLEFE: Thank you Mr Speaker…
MR SPEAKER: No, do not take much of his time.
Time is running out while you are still calling for point
of order.
DR P. BUTALE: Point of order. Thank you Mr Speaker.
I just want you to assist me, if this House proceeds on
the basis of false information and because of the false
information, the House then takes a decision, how are
you going to remedy the situation? How are you going
to assist us because we would have proceeded on
misinformation and therefore, took a decision that we
would not otherwise have taken if we knew the truth?
MR SPEAKER: No, that is never the case Honourable
Members. You debate the motion which has been
presented to this Parliament by Honourable Butale. You
continue with it and make a decision on whether you
agree or not. Honourable Moipisi presented what came
from his office. What Honourable Moswaane said was
once responded to in this Parliament. That is why I was
saying, thereafter I am going to reconcile these two (2)
things and see …
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: You cannot ask me how. You do not
work with me at the office. We do not work in the same
office, unless you ask me to adjourn this House briefly
to do that and come back again. I do not know what
your problem is because you know the situation on the
ground. What is so hard about debating now given what
you know and make a decision? If you know that pit
latrines are not being emptied, that is a fact and no one
can change that situation. Therefore debate the motion
on the floor and make a decision.

MR SPEAKER: No, no, Honourable Mmolotsi, I knew
that you wanted to get out of order. How can I fail to
recognise myself as a man?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: How can you fail to recognise that,
moreover using me as an example?Do not do that, talk
about something else.
MR MMOLOTSI: Okay, let me not talk about you Mr
Speaker. Maybe I should say we are discussing whether
this person is a man or a woman and ultimately some
win the argument by saying he is a man while in actual
fact that person is a woman, and some people know for
a fact. Then this House makes a decision on the basis
of falsehood. Mr Speaker it is clear we are saying the
Minister is not telling the truth and he should withdraw
so that we progress with the true issue.
MR SPEAKER: There is no need for the Minister to
withdraw. I said you as Members of Parliament know
what is happening in your constituencies and you should
discuss this matter based on that, then you resolve. What
is confusing you?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: Procedure.
MR SPEAKER: I have made a ruling that Honourable
Molefhe should proceed; you are wasting time for the
debate.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
(MR GOYA): On a point of procedure. Thank you Mr
Speaker. Mr Speaker, even though you have made a
ruling, with the powers vested upon you, can you not
call for adjournment of the House for five to ten minutes
so that the Minister solves this issue to avoid arguments.
That is my suggestion Mr Speaker. Thank you.

MR SPEAKER: Do not ask me about issues in my
constituency while I am here …

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Goya, I said you should
say what you know is happening in your constituencies.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): On a point of procedure.
Thank you Mr Speaker. If there is anything that I do
not like is for an Honourable Member to rise and
accuse me of having misinformed the nation. I have not
misinformed the House. Mr Speaker, when you read
this motion it says, “this Honourable House request

MR MMOLOTSI: Procedure Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: No, you are wasting time for debate.
MR MMOLOTSI: On a point of procedure. Mr
Speaker, maybe we should look at this issue this way,
should we continue arguing if the Honourable Speaker
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Government to reintroduce the service of emptying pit
latrines.” It does not say in Francistown or Lobatse or
Sowa. So this covers the whole country; Hukuntsi, Maun
and Shakawe. We are saying, we have not discontinued
this service because when a pit latrine is full in Hukuntsi
we call Water Utilities to empty it. The motion does not
specify any place. So I am not lying to the nation. Go
and rephrase your motion. What kind of a teacher were
you?
MR SPEAKER: Calm down Honourable Minister,
order!
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Inaudible) …
MR SPEAKER: Order Honourable Members, calm
down. That is what I have been saying that, we have
a motion on the floor and you Honourable Members
are the ones who know what is happening in your
constituencies, so each of you should discuss this
motion the way you understand it and then you come up
with a resolution.
MR MOLEFHE: Thank you Mr Speaker. I rise to
support the motion tabled before this House this morning
requesting government to reintroduce the services of
emptying pit latrines. The Honourable Member could
have included septic tanks Mr Speaker.
I support this motion because I am fully aware that in
Mahalapye, government stopped providing this service
of emptying pit latrines. Mr Speaker, there is need to
bring back this service so that people can have habitable
environments.
Areas that I know have had challenges of multiple
households …
MR MOSWAANE: On a point of order. I rise on a
point of order to try and show that we are just here for
nothing. I have a letter dated 20th October 2015 from
Water Utilities and it reads, “discontinuation of septic
tank and pit latrine emptying services in SHHA areas,”
so I do not know what we are talking about. I do not want
to read this letter I can give you the copy Mr Speaker to
show that the information provided from Water Utilities,
from the Ministry to the Minister confirms what I am
saying.
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR MOSWAANE: SHHA areas, yes they are the ones
we are referring to.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible) …
MR MOSWAANE: No, we are saying the country, I
take it you know that we have SHHA in Serowe or you
do not know? Are you aware that we have SHHA at
Mahalapye?
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, what
is wrong with debating this motion and then coming
up with a resolution or amending this motion? If you
want me to adjourn this House and then go outside, what
resolution will I with?
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Inaudible) …
MR SPEAKER: Help me out, since you say I should
adjourn the House. What resolution will I come with?
Instead of debating this motion and then decide whether
or not you adopt the motion, you want me to adjourn
the House and decide for you, what decision?
HONOURABLE MEMBER: …(Inaudible)…
MR SPEAKER: The Minister was giving you the
national position on pit latrines and on the other hand
Water Utilities has written letters. That is why we said,
we will come and reconcile the two statements and see
what is happening. So, are you saying I should adjourn
the House and do that right now? I know you, as soon as
I adjourn the House, I will not find you here.
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS (MS
MAKGATO): On a point of procedure. Honourable
Speaker, I fail to understand what the fuss is all about
because the motion is framed in the manner in which it
is framed. The Minister responsible has responded but
obviously now we get into details within that spectrum
of national and specific to SHHA and the information is
not reconciled. So let us continue to debate the motion
and finish it and adopt or reject it. It is that simple, or
should we now say we agree that all places should be
covered and not limit it to certain spaces. So that is
my help to you, I do not think it is necessary for us to
adjourn at all.
MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (MR TSOGWANE):
On a point of procedure. I wanted to have a different
approach to it but I am not adverse to the idea of the
Honourable Minister including what you are proposing
Mr Speaker. But if it brings us to a point where we are
not sure which position is right, it is his word against
the word of the mover of the motion. Again there is a
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letter which is alluded to shed light which does not help
much because it is specific to a specific area. I think if
there is such a problem, you do not necessarily have to
adjourn for the purpose of verifying because you may
not verify now but you can adjourn the motion so that
you can go and have time to verify information. Or you
can amend the motion if the mover of the motion is
amenable to that. You can even amend it so that it deals
specifically with areas where the letter alludes there
was disconnection because the Minister is saying in the
countryside there is no problem but the letter there is
specific to the Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) areas
in city environs. So in that case I think you can amend
the motion to suit those areas and the motion passes
because at least we have an idea that in certain areas
there was discontinuation. The Minister is saying that
the motion is not addressing those areas, it is universal.
It deals with all areas even in those where the service is
provided. I thank you Mr Speaker.

Nkaigwa, order! I am not going to adjourn the House
in order to go and read the evidence that has been
produced because I do not want to take any decisions
for you. You are going to debate this issue and if there
is going to be anyone who will stand up and suggest
that we adjourn the debate for further consultation or
whatever using Standing Order 54.1 they will do that.
You are the ones who can make a decision of whether
you want to adjourn this House for whatever purpose,
the standing order allow that. Debate!

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Moswaane, you wanted
to say something?
MR MOSWAANE: Yes Sir. Mr Speaker, the House has
to take an informed decision and earlier on the Minister
said that they have not discontinued the services. We
have last year’ s response by Honourable Mokaila and
a letter from the Water Utilities Corporation (WUC)
indicating that, these services have been discontinued.
We should not therefore be told that this is a national
position when the Minister is in possession of false
information. That is why I am using a proverb that
says, ‘tshukudukgolo golo gobe e go isiwa ke bana.’
Simply implying that, the Minister has been given false
information by the officers. We have evidence from
Honourable Mokaila’s letter when he was still the
Minister responsible for that portfolio; we also got a
letter from the Water Utilities Corporation and we are
also backed by what is currently happening with regards
to this issue. We therefore want the Minister to amicably
withdraw and say he was wrong. These evidence means
a lot Honourable Members and so I request that there
should be peace in this House and the Minister should
not remain resolute on the information because we
know that our officers tend to give the Minister wrong
information. Entities like the Water Utilities Corporation
and Botswana Power Corporation (BPC) are really not
supportive. Thank you.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Member do not debate.
Conclude! Order! Honourable Members, I can hear that
you do not agree with each other as usual. Honourable

MR MOLEFE (MAHALAPYE WEST): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, we are continuing, we are not
going to adjourn. We are going to discuss this issue. It
has been brought before us…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: … (Laughter!)…
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Molefe, point of order.
MAJ. GEN. MOKGWARE: On a point of order.
Thank you Mr Speaker. I understand you and I do not
mean to disrespect you but I was just asking that maybe
you might have to give the Honourable Minister an
opportunity to say which position he now thinks is the
right one. I think it is easy. It will solve everything else
because you will be able to say no, I understand that
particular position or I withdraw my earlier assertions.
I think that would be neat and easy to do. Why is it
difficult for the Minister to do that to the point where
you end up taking decisions for him? I say this with all
due respect Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Mokgware, talk
to each other respectfully. Honourable Tsogwane!
Honourable Members, I was saying to you that when
you debate, you are the ones who know the reasons
you want to put forth. Honourable Moswaane has also
brought up a different issue. The Minister was giving
you the national position of their Ministry regarding this
issue. This is therefore why I am saying to you that, we
have Standing Order 54. 1 that those who are debating
can invoke in order to adjourn the debate pending further
consultation or whatever. I can only adjourn the House
if you agree that there is no point in continuing with the
debate. Honourable Molefe, continue with your debate.
MR MOLEFE: Thank you Mr Speaker. We are
continuing with the debate on this motion Mr Speaker,
we do not recommend the House to adjourn. Mr Speaker
there are a lot of problems in our constituencies that we
have to talk about and make decisions on. I therefore
support the motion that the government should continue
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assisting people in any way necessary. Mr Speaker I
say this because we find that there are places where we
have multiple households in the same plot, on one side
of the plot the people are using pit latrines while on
the other side they have connected sewage system . A
lot of households continue to use pit latrines because
of many reasons, either they cannot afford or they are
renting the place. If the government stops the services
of emptying those pit latrines then there will be serious
health problems. There are also other villages like for
example Mahalapye where you find that, one side of
the village is connected to the sewerage system whilst
the other side is not connected to the sewage system.
This is therefore why I am saying, if Batswana are not
going to be assisted at all then we have a serious health
problem looming. This is why I am standing here Mr
Speaker suggesting that this issue should be looked into
and people assisted.

as their leaders to provide guidance and prevent it from
happening. We should at all times be cognisant of the
fact that, our environment is clean. Going forward Mr
Speaker one of the Vision 2036 pillars that Honourable
Mokgware was talking about is that we should be a
healthy nation and safe environment. Mr Speaker the
thing is, if these pit-latrines cannot be emptied on time, it
means the water will continue to flow uncontrollably. We
therefore cannot start the National Development 11 with
the current situation at the villages. We are continuing
with the programme but we are ignoring sanitation,
something that affects our health and environment but
we are turning a blind eye on it. I support this motion
but I wish the Honourable Member could have included
septic tanks as well because the septic tanks are a
challenge just like pit-latrines as they are not emptied
on time. I support this motion and wish this House could
support it. I thank you Mr Speaker.

Still on this issue, I would urge this House to assist
the Water Utilities Corporation to get a larger share of
the budget so that it can continue to assist Batswana
to connect sewerage pipes. This would enable Water
Utilities Corporation to reduce the exorbitant prices
they charge people when connecting such pipes.

MR MMOLOTSI (FRANCISTOWN SOUTH):
Thank you very much…

Backlog of land servicing; Mr Speaker when the land
board intensified land allocation exercises in our villages
it ended up allocating plots in some areas that do not
even have minimum land servicing. This therefore
means that such places are not connected to sewerage
pipes but there are people who already reside in such
places. Those people are now forced to use pit latrines
and septic tanks. The government has to continue
assisting such people by emptying their toilets because
they were allocated those plots by the land board and
at the time the plots were allocated the land board did
not have enough funds to service the plots before they
were allocated. If I can site an example Mr Speaker, in
my constituency areas like Parwe, one side of Madiba,
Mahalapye South West, Flower Town Phase 2, and
Xhosa, are areas that were allocated by the land board
yet there are no sewerage pipes. If the government
will not be assisting with those services then it will
be situation that we cannot accept. My main concern
Mr Speaker is those who are under privileged, some of
them who are staying next to where these sewage pipes
pass but they are not able to pay the required amount to
connect the sewage lines…
So they should continue using the pit latrines and if the
government is not going to assist them, then it is up to us
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MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mmolotsi, before you
could debate let me remind you that at 12:20 p.m I will
be calling the mover of the motion to respond. Proceed
Honourable Mmolotsi.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you very much Mr Speaker
and I would like to thank Honourable Butale for having
brought such a very good motion to this House. I
believe that this motion is very central to the lives of
our people. I believe each and every one of us who is
representing people should understand the situation
under which our people are living. It is abundantly
clear Mr Speaker that the Honourable Minister is living
in a world of his own. He really does not know what
is happening on the ground, and it is very unfortunate
that he continues to be very defensive even when he is
given information to the effect that the services have
since been discontinued. I want to say Mr Speaker that,
I support Honourable Butale because what obtains in
Francistown is an eyesore, in that we have so many pit
latrines which are not being emptied. Like Honourable
Dithapelo has indicated, our people are wallowing
in poverty; our people are unable to empty the septic
tanks because it is the private sector that has taken up
that particular service. The private sector is charging
exorbitant fees, which are not affordable to the ordinary
person residing at Block 1 location, Somerset location,
Monarch or any other location in Francistown. Our
people are extremely poor and therefore we do not want
a situation where our people are going to die because of
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poor sanitation and diseases that come about as a result
of unhygienic environment brought about by the fact
that, the Government has discontinued a service that
would otherwise have been very helpful to our people.

said, the worms are everywhere and we are likely to find
our people suffering from unknown disease because of
this situation, that we will start blaming the government
for . This is a very good motion like I said, which is
actually talking to the problems of our people. These
are the people who brought us in this House and I
believe if we are caring enough, we should find it in
our hearts to make sure that this motion passes, so that
our people can be assisted. You can imagine, we have
relatives in Self Help Housing Agency (SHHA) areas,
we go to SHHA areas all the time, we represent those
areas most of us and we know that when we are in those
areas, sometimes you appear as being arrogant, you
want to pretend that everything is okay. You want to eat
at a funeral, the toilets on the other hand doing a lot of
problems because our poor people are unable to raise
enough money to empty those tanks. So you end up
eating and when you get home, the first thing that you
do, you want to detox.

It is not true Mr Speaker that pit latrines are emptied in
Francistown. I want to say this once again; Honourable
Moswaane just indicated when he was reading a question
that was answered by Honourable Mokaila in this very
House. A lot of us were here and listening and I believe
that Honourable Mokaila if asked to corroborate what
he said, he would be in a position to do that. Honourable
Moswaane has also just brought in a letter from Water
Utilities, indicating that they have since discontinued
that service.
We are saying this in the clearest terms, that this service
must be started because our people are suffering Mr
Speaker. In my constituency, many years ago, sewer lines
were laid down, but unfortunately in many residential
areas, the contractor that was doing that particular job
did not put connection lines. Therefore, even though
some people are willing to connect and have the ability
to do that, unfortunately there are no connection points
where our people could connect. As a result, they end
up relying on pit latrines which are not emptied. What
are they expected to do? Are they expected to go to the
sewer line and connect for themselves the connection
points? No, the Francistown City Council has failed in
the last four, five years to put connection points at such
residential houses. In Monarch, Phase IV area, we have
those cases, in Honourable Belle’s Constituency, we
have that problem. I think Mr Speaker…
MR BILLY: On a point of correction. Honourable
Member, you should learn to pronounce my name. It
is an English name, it is Honourable Billy. Thank you.
MR MMOLOTSI: Thank you Honourable Billy, but
I was simply saying that, this problem is common in
Francistown where sewer lines were made, but then
connection points in other residential areas were omitted
and the Francistown City Council has not been able to
raise enough funds to connect everybody. Therefore, a
lot of people rely on pit latrines, not because they are
unable to connect, but because connection points have
not been made available. That is why I plead with this
House to agree with Honourable Butale that, while we
are still sorting ourselves in terms of doing that, in terms
of trying to see how we could ensure that all our people
are connected, let us continue to empty pit latrines. If
we do not do that, like Honourable Moswaane rightly

Mr Speaker, I believe that we have said a lot and I wish
that you can allow me to invoke Standing Order 55.1 to
move that this debate be truncated so that we now adopt
it. I move Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Order! Honourable Members, this is
the second time we have a mover in this motion using
the Standing Order 55.1. So far only twelve Members
have contributed to the debate. I saw three standing
this side, two this side, four but we are left with just 20
minutes. Which means only two people can debate. I
do not see the need to disallow Honourable Mmolotsi
from getting what he wants because only two people are
going to contribute to the debate. So we might as well
do it now and continue with Standing Order 55.1 so
that the mover of this motion can be called to respond.
Question put and negated.
ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Let me start by thanking Honourable Dr
Phenyo Butale. At times when you hear that someone is
a Doctor, you may think that he does not care about the
day to day deeper issues of life which affect people. Let
me thank him for that. Mr Speaker, I have decided to
approach this motion from two sides. My first approach
is seeing whether or not the health aspect will be affected
if we chose not to listen to the Honourable Member.
My second approach is that, if the situation is the way
the Honourable Member requests, then I agree with
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Honourable Moipisi that this has not been discontinued.
The major issue Mr Speaker is, looking at this service,
does it allow a lot of people including the poor to be able
to afford it. Therefore affordability issue is one of the
major considerations that I am looking at as I tackle this
motion, but I want to emphasize that…
MR LELATISITSWE: Clarification. You are on the
right track when you talk about health issues, I am with
you on that one. Honourable Minister are you aware
of this circular that was written by the Water Utilities
Corporation (WUC) General Manager, Miss Keatlaretse
Machete discontinuing this service in Francistown?
MR MAKGALEMELE: No, I want to believe the latest
information that is being provided by the Honourable
Minister today, as he was assuring us that as far as he
knows the service has not been discontinued. Rather
there was an aspect that was introduced that, those who
want to be connected to this sewage line will pay certain
will be charged.
Mr Speaker, when it comes to health matters if pit
latrines are not emptied, it is a health hazard regardless
of whether someone has said the service should be
discontinued or not. This is an issue which we should
work together on especially the Ministry of Health and
Wellness the one for Honourable Moipisi, to see what
can be done since there is a problem, looking at the fact
that they are the service providers and we on the other
hand are focusing on the aspect of health.
The second issue as I have already mentioned, is the
issue of the ability of many people especially in the
year where we are talking about poverty eradication.
Mr Speaker, good health is very critical in our efforts
to eradicate poverty as Botswana. Therefore, we have to
look at this issue in the context of if at all affordability
is a hindrance towards people being able to empty their
pit latrines, then it means that it is one of the issues that
we need to look into. Mr Speaker, I want to conclude by
saying this is an important issue and we have to look into
it with an open spirit. We need to look at Honourable
Moipisi’s reasons as well as Honourable Butale’s
reasons and the health reasons I have just alluded to so
that we can map a way forward.
Mr Speaker, allow me to clarify an issue which one
Honourable Member talked about earlier on, when he
was talking about the African Union Commission (AU)
campaign. If we do not clarify this issue it will seem
as if a lot of money from the public coffers has been
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used in that campaign which could have been used to
empty pit latrines. Although I cannot provide the figures
on my feet now, I want to assure this Honourable House
that most of the money that was used for Honourable
Venson-Moitoi’s campaign, which I believe a lot of
Batswana were supporting, came from the private
sector that is about 70 to 80 per cent. Between the two
(2) campaigns; Kigali and Addis Ababa, all in all, we
used about P3 million whilst other countries used up to
70 million just for one (1) round because they told us.
My point is that, not much resources were used for
this campaign therefore, if we want pit latrines, which
is something very reasonable to implement, let us avoid
comparing different things. I thank you Mr Speaker.
MR DAVIDS (MOCHUDI EAST): Thank you
Mr Speaker. Let me also thank Honourable Butale
for tabling a motion which I believe we have to
wholeheartedly support. I am quite surprised that after
so many years of ruling this country, after fifty years
we still take up a whole day to debate about emptying
pit latrines. It is surprising, where have we been all this
time? You are claiming to be representing people but
at the same their living conditions are poor, for one to
live well they have to dig a hole and call it a toilet and
this is disheartening. At our constituencies, there is a
belief that people in urban areas especially Gaborone
live in good conditions and by good they actually
mean using water system toilets while they in rural
areas use pit latrines. This issue is so overdue but that
is the current situation at our constituencies, it is bad.
Mr Speaker I have been touring my constituency as I
prepared for upcoming elections. Right now they know
who their Member of Parliament is and is representing
them well. I told them that we are denied coverage of
television and Radio Botswana. My constituents from
Kgatleng East know I have been visiting their primary
schools Honourable Dow and about seventeen primary
schools use pit latrines in Kgatleng East and are full as
we speak. I was just about to write to the Minister to
inform her that at other schools the situation is so bad
that the only other option is for the children to go to the
bush.
Council does not have a vehicle to empty pit latrines
and as I have been talking to my constituents we have
made a decision that the P10 million which we have no
idea where is comes from will be used to buy a vehicle
that will be used to empty pit latrines at Kgatleng East, it
is serious. That is why I am surprised that after 50 years,
we still discuss this. How can we spend the whole day
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discussing emptying pit latrines? I do not want to talk
for a very long time, at least I have the opportunity to
debate and express my sadness regarding this situation.
How can children learn when they cannot even go to the
toilet? The only option now is for the child to leave the
classroom and go to the bush yet we say we are in power.
I do not know where the Honourable who boasted here
that they are in power has gone to, he could be listening
because they face the same challenge at Lobatse and
Peleng.

is water let us ensure that septic tanks are phased out
in villages. By so doing we will be alleviating poverty
from our nation. Let me conclude accordingly, thank
you Mr Speaker.

This actually motivates me to talk on behalf of Kgatleng
East more especially looking at the current situation. All
the underground water from Gaborone and surrounding
areas is not safe for human consumption, in Mochudi
it is no longer used for drinking purposes because
it has been polluted by pit latrines. That is not all,
what worries me is that, the water flows straight into
Notwane River. Notwane River then flows to Limpopo
which can be about 150 kilometres, but this polluted
water is drank by wildlife, livestock, others use it to
water their vegetables. So this water is not safe , we
therefore request the Minister to find ways of ensuring
that this water does not flow to Notwane River because
it pollutes the entire environment as the river passes
through Mochudi village. That water smells and this is
not good for us.
Lastly is a request I did a few days back that Councils
should be decentralised. Right now the project could
only be managed by the Council because they are
capable. Before centralisation, Kgatleng Council was
trying, it had vehicles which drained sewage right now
there are none so let us decentralise the projects and
there will be improvement, you hear me Minister? If
you are denying it but there are problems there perhaps
I should take you there so that I can show you. I said
that some of us come from remote areas we do not know
what it happening in the urban areas…

MR SPEAKER: Thank you Honourable Davids.
Honourable Butale, please respond to the debate.
DR P. BUTALE GABORONE (CENTRAL): Thank
you so much Mr Speaker for this opportunity to respond
to this very informative debate as it has ensued in this
House. I want to thank Honourable Members for their
views because the reason why I brought this motion to
Parliament was simply because I was touched by the
situation as it obtains on the ground. If you are to go
to Maruapula today, if you are to go to Extension 27,
which is sometimes called Boikhutso, if you are to go
to Tsholofelo…
MR KGOROBA: Point of order Mr Speaker. Thank
you Mr Speaker. Can you please enlighten me as to
whether a motion has any purpose? Iam saying this
because there are motions that we have approved in this
House and are now collecting dust at the shelves. So I
just wanted to find out if a motion has any purpose so
that when we continue approving motions we know that
they will be implemented, as this has not been the case.
MR SPEAKER: If you have forgotten what the purpose
of the motions is, then you should go and read the notes
that you were given during orientation; they will help
you.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Davids, do not start. I
have reprimanded you for using those words.

DR P. BUTALE: I was just enumerating the places in
my constituency and from the debate from Members of
Parliament; it shows that it is a situation that plays out
in their constituencies also. So, I think it is a motion
that at its heart, it is motivated by improving the very
livelihood of Batswana. I liked it when Honourable
Makgalemele brought the health aspect to it. He also
brought the issue around affordability, if our people are
able to connect, and closely linked to that is the issue
around the fact that we have already spent billions in
coming up or putting up this infrastructure. It should not
end up being a white elephant.

MR DAVIDS: I withdraw. Mr Speaker I like it
when we laugh, we are not at a memorial service.
Honourable Members, let us decentralise services to
the Councils. Let us wholeheartedly agree that people
need Government’s assistance to empty pit latrines.
Furthermore let us make sure we phase out the pit
latrines from our villages. There is rain, at least there

I also indicated when I was presenting the motion
that this is indeed a health hazard. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) shows that in a year, diarrhoea
which is a disease caused by poor sanitation, kills about
1 500 million children the world over. So this is a very
urgent matter that needs to be addressed and I am glad
that Honourable Members of Parliament today have

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter)…
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shown apathy with the people that we represent who
are waiting for us to really come up with motions that
respond to their immediate needs.
With that Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly,
I would love to end there and move that the motion be
adopted.
Question put and agreed to.
ASSISTANT
MINISTER
OF
LAND
MANAGEMENT, WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES (MR MOIPISI): On a point of procedure
Mr Speaker. Earlier on Mr Speaker, some Members have
said that I have lied to the nation and I have responded
by saying that I never lied to the nation. Then you made a
ruling that you were going to take whatever information
which was going to be provided by those who said I lied
to the nation, together with the information that I just
gave to Parliament this morning. So, I am asking myself
how we are going to resolve this one because as I stand
here as the Minister responsible, I still maintain that I
never lied to the nation. I thank you.
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sure that the assurances that were agreed on in this
House are implemented. In responding to that concern
which I believe is relevant, we need to strengthen that
Committee, to make sure that it functions in order to
allay his concerns. Thank you Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Makgalemele, if a
Member of Parliament wants to be reminded of the
importance to motions or questions, he can ask me at
the General Assembly not in this House. In this House I
solely deal with the House business. So if anyone does
not understand anything, they will have to ask questions
at the General Assembly. Let us continue with the Order
Paper.

ADOPTION OF A CREATIVE
ECONOMY POLICY
Motion
MR SPEAKER: This motion is also by Honourable Dr
Phenyo Butale. The floor is yours. You have 30 minutes
to do your presentation Honourable Member.

MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Do not worry; that
was just a bad use of words by malicious people. What
you said about your paper was the truth. That is why
I was saying, you were talking about what you know
to be happening in your Ministry and Members of
Parliament were talking about what was happening
in their constituencies but I believe you have reached
a consensus. If it was being done in certain areas and
in other areas it is not done, Parliament has made a
decision of what should be done about . You know very
well how your motions are processed; the next step
will be for you to sit down and decide how you will
implement them. Therefore you need to calm down.

DR P. BUTALE (GABORONE CENTRAL): Thank
you very much Mr Speaker for this opportunity. I want
to preface my presentation on this motion by saying that
this motion is really motivated by the fact that I take my
responsibility as a Member of Parliament very seriously
and therefore, I believe that as we are in this House, we
need to be coming up with ideas on how to address …

HONOURABLE MEMBER: … (Inaudible)…

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…

MR SPEAKER: The person who uses inappropriate
words is you, Honourable Mmolotsi. I do not understand
why you use such words. You are a party whip therefore
you need to behave appropriately.

MR SPEAKER: No…

ASSISTANT MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
WELLNESS (MR MAKGALEMELE): On a point of
procedure Mr Speaker. Thank you Mr Speaker. Earlier
on Honourable Kgoroba raised an important question
that could be beneficial to us all. It could be true that
we have motions which have not been implemented
but we have an assurance committee in this House
which is responsible for making follow ups in making

MR SPEAKER: Order! No, Honourable Lelatisitswe,
please do not provoke Honourable Moipisi, I can see that
you are being provocative. Please soothe his emotions
and stop what you are doing.
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HONOURABLE MEMBER: Point of order.
MR LELATISITSWE: Point of order. I am not sure
whether it is a point of order or not, because the way
Honourable Moipisi exited the House; I am not sure if
it was proper.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Laughter!)…
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: …(Murmurs)…

DR P. BUTALE: I was about to say that I think we need
to be coming to this House with ideas on how to address
challenges that are facing our country at the moment,
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which among others is unemployment. I believe that
as you would see as I continue presenting, all around
the world this term, this issue, this concept of a creative
economy is being debated as a potential source of
revenue for Government but also as a major employer,
and I am going to be giving examples as I proceed.
I would want Mr Speaker, to begin also by introducing
this concept, introducing what it means, and by so doing
I want to offer a definition as adopted by the United
Kingdom (UK) in their Creative Industries Policy, and
they say, if you allow me to quote Mr Speaker;
MR SPEAKER: Go ahead.
DR P. BUTALE: “Creative economies or industries are
those industries that are based on individual creativity,
skill and talent, with the potential to create wealth
and jobs through… (interruptions)… they are now
disturbing me, I cannot hear… “Create wealth and jobs
through developing intellectual property”
MR SPEAKER: Honourable Butale, do you not think
it is better for you to start again because you interjected
your quotation. Please keep quiet and listen to him.
DR P. BUTALE: Let me start again Mr Speaker,
“Creative economies or industries are those industries
that are based on individual creativity, skill and
talent, with the potential to create wealth and jobs
through developing intellectual property”. As I offer
this definition, I do so because it has been adopted
by many countries, and it is believed in this debate,
in this discourse around creative economy to be all
encompassing, useful, in terms of understanding
exactly what we talk about when we talk about creative
industries or creative economy.
Today my motion is indeed or my proposal…
MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! Let us stop here
Honourable Members.
ADJOURMENT
MOTION
LEADER OF THE HOUSE (MR MASISI): Mr
Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn.
Question put and agreed to.
The Assembly accordingly adjourned at 12.31 p.m. until
Monday 20th February, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.
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